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Welcome to JW Broadcasting®. On October 4, 2025, the Watch Tower Bible and Tract Society of Pennsylvania met for its 141st annual meeting. What thrilling talks and videos were delivered? Please pay close attention as we present Part 1 of that program for you today. Well, as chairman here at the Newburgh Assembly Hall, it’s so encouraging for me to look out and see so many mature and faithful brothers and sisters. And isn’t it true that whenever we meet someone who’s been in the truth for many, many years, it’s such a delight to be able to talk to them and ask questions? But I think all of us feel the same way. When we’re talking to some of the older brothers and sisters, we usually like to find out some interesting facts, some funny stories (yeah), some trivia. Well, this annual meeting we’re going to have 15 trivia questions for you. So see how you go. If you get all 15 correct, I’ll be interested in meeting you afterward. Someone must have leaked my notes. But believe me: Don’t be discouraged if you don’t know the first few answers. The last question is the easiest one. We’re all going to get that answer. So are you ready to start with the first trivia question? Who is presently serving as president of the Watch Tower Bible and Tract Society? Ah, now some of us would say, “Well, I used to remember it was Brother Knorr, Brother Franz, Brother Henschel.” Who’s presently serving? Well, the brother who just gave our prayer, Brother Robert Ciranko. Since 2014, he’s the one who’s been chairing our business meeting we have before the annual meeting program starts. And he’s done that in a very quiet manner but still doing the same work that the previous brothers had to do before him. So how did you do with that first one? Now, if you say, “That’s not fair,” his name is printed somewhere; it’s just that you haven’t noticed it. Are you ready for the second question? Who was the first president of the Watch Tower Society? The answer: In 1881, William Henry Connelly became the president of Zion’s Watch Tower Society. And Brother Russell was the secretary-treasurer. It wasn’t until 1884 when the organization, or the Society, was legally incorporated that Brother Russell became the president. Which Governing Body member speaks English, Portuguese, Spanish, and Russian? Now, before you lock in the answer, you need to know that two Governing Body members speak Russian. The brother we’re referring to is Brother Gage Fleegle. And Gage is going to talk to us on the subject “God Is Really Among You.” I have a question for you too. Which Governing Body member speaks Australian English? Australian? Our chairman. Let’s play another trivia game. This one is entitled “Which Bible Character Said It?” Are you ready? Here’s our first quotation: “Jehovah your God is God in the heavens above and on the earth beneath.” Who said it? Here’s a hint. What else did the woman say? “We heard how Jehovah dried up the waters of the Red Sea “before you when you left Egypt and what you did to the two kings of the Amorites.” Who said it? Rahab the prostitute heard about the great things Jehovah did for his people. She connected the dots, and she basically said: “God is really among you.” Here’s our second quotation: “Now I know that there is no God anywhere in all the earth but in Israel.” Who said it? Here’s a clue. What else did the man say prior to that? “Are not the Abanah and the Pharpar, the rivers of Damascus, “better than all the waters of Israel? Can I not wash in them and become clean?” Who said it? Naaman the Syrian, the chieftain, the army chief. After he was healed of leprosy by God’s power, he worshipped whom? Only Jehovah. Essentially, he admitted, ‘God is really with Israel and the prophet Elisha.’ Here’s our third quotation: “Men, brothers, what should we do?” Who said it? Here’s a hint. What did the crowd say prior to that? “All these who are speaking are Galileans, are they not? “How is it, then, that each one of us is hearing his own native language? We hear them speaking in our languages about the magnificent things of God.” Who said it? About 3,000 Jews on Pentecost of 33 C.E. They witnessed the power of holy spirit and were moved to get baptized as disciples of Christ. Rahab, Naaman, and these Jews recognized that God was with his people, and they joined in true worship. What a contrast to Pharaoh of Egypt, to Ben-hadad of Syria, and to Caiaphas, the Jewish high priest! They all recognized the power of Jehovah’s holy spirit. Yes, but they turned and opposed true worship. They hardened their hearts. But that’s all in the past. What about in modern times? What have people in the 20th and the 21st centuries observed and said about God’s ministers? How are God’s ministers identified? I invite you to turn to 2 Corinthians chapter 6. And there we find a very significant expression, or series of expressions, that Jehovah used and said about his ministers. Second Corinthians chapter 6 —and notice, please, with me verses 3-6. There under inspiration the apostle Paul wrote, starting in verse 3: “In no way are we giving any cause for stumbling, “so that no fault may be found with our ministry; “but in every way we recommend ourselves as God’s ministers, “by the endurance of much, “by tribulations, by times of need, by difficulties, “by beatings, by imprisonments, “by riots, by hard work, by sleepless nights, “by times without food; by purity, by knowledge, “by patience, by kindness, by holy spirit, by love free from hypocrisy.” Now, these are not simply the musings of a first-century tent maker. No, this is God-inspired. Jehovah is essentially saying here: “You’ll recognize by my ministers, by these things. They will prove themselves to be my servants.” Well, who are they? Who are God’s ministers? What do the facts show? Let’s focus on just two of the expressions that the apostle Paul used here, and you can come to your own conclusions based on that. In verse 5, it says: “by imprisonments.” Now, “imprisonments” itself is not an indication that a person is God’s minister, but, rather, for those who are unjustly imprisoned, how they conduct themselves in that circumstance is. Consider our brothers in Germany, for instance, and their situation in the concentration camps in the 1930’s and 1940’s. Edgar Kupfer-Koberwitz was a German journalist and poet who himself had been imprisoned, and he wrote about his conversation in a concentration camp with a young Czech Jew. And this young Jew said: ‘When we Jews from Dachau came to the block, ‘the other Jews hid what they had so they wouldn’t have to share.’ But just imagine: What were the Bibelforschers, or the Bible students, doing? The young Jew said: ‘They desperately need their bread because they are hungry, just like us. ‘But what were they doing? ‘They gathered all the bread they had. ‘They took half and gave the other half to their brothers, ‘their fellow believers who were now coming from Dachau. ‘Before they ate, they prayed. ‘And afterward everyone had happy and beaming faces. ‘I thought to myself, “These are the true Christians. ‘“That’s how I’ve always imagined them. Why can’t we be like that?”’ Essentially, this young Jew was saying regarding Jehovah’s Witnesses: “God is really among you.” But what about in the Dachau concentration camp? The picture shows the location of Barracks 15 in Dachau, where many Witnesses were kept together. And although they were banned, mistreated, threatened with death by the SS, it was impossible to put out the fire of their preaching. Essentially, like pouring water on a grease fire, it just spread. Well, because of their preaching, the Witnesses were distributed two or three at a time to other barracks so that they couldn’t strengthen one another. Well, what happened? They weren’t allowed any fellowship with each other, but we know what happens if you take one Jehovah’s Witness and put them among other people. What happened in this instance? Some of the political prisoners sympathized with them, and one of these political prisoners even asked the Commandant’s Office for a purple triangle. Yes, some prisoners became Jehovah’s Witnesses based on what they saw and heard. German author Erhard Klein wrote: “Some were baptized in the camp in a rain barrel or even in a ditch full of water.” As the following report from Neuengamme shows: “The person being baptized slipped “and fell into the water, “and as if for fun, he was then completely submerged, much to the delight and cheers of the SS.” Imagine being baptized right under the noses of the SS. But ironically enough, although the Nazis were trying to exterminate —eliminate—Jehovah’s Witnesses, many recognized their honesty and trustworthiness. Author Christine Elizabeth King said this; she wrote: “One SS officer commented that only a Jehovah’s Witness “could be trusted to shave his master with a cutthroat razor without wielding the razor to most violent ends” —the irony. So did Jehovah’s Witnesses in Nazi Germany prove themselves God’s ministers by imprisonments? You can judge that for yourself based on the testimony of these non-Witnesses. Well, what about “love free from hypocrisy,” as Paul mentioned in verse 6? Let’s go to another country, Rwanda. The genocide in 1994 tested the love and unity of our Christian brotherhood. What would our brothers and sisters do during this time of trouble? Well, they protected and sheltered fellow believers of different ethnicities, even at the risk of losing their own life. And sadly, many of our dear brothers did lose their lives because of protecting one another. However, the “love free from hypocrisy” of our brothers during the genocide moved others to accept the truth. Suzanne, who at the time was Catholic, saw the role that her church played in supporting the genocide. The conduct of Jehovah’s Witnesses, though, during the genocide (the love that exists among them) moved her to make spiritual progress. She left the Catholic Church and was baptized in 1998. What about Rwanda in our day? Here’s a photo of the National Stadium in Kigali in August. Why were all these people from different backgrounds and ethnicities gathered together in peace, love, and unity? Was it for a soccer match? No. It was a family reunion of God’s ministers, the “Pure Worship” Special Convention. The peak attendance on Sunday was 43,228. And how many were baptized as Jehovah’s Witnesses? It wasn’t quite 3,000 as on the day of Pentecost, but the total still reached 927. Remarkable? Absolutely. Heartwarming? Without a doubt. Proof that Jehovah’s spirit is active today? Undeniably. Well, following that convention, three non-Witness journalists on the radio discussed the well-organized and disciplined behavior of Jehovah’s Witnesses. And at a certain point in the conversation, one of the journalists said with a bit of skepticism —he said: “What if we were all Jehovah’s Witnesses, “thus ideally converting the whole world? How could the world manage?” Well, his fellow journalist answered: “In that case, no one would be fighting against another. What would soldiers be there for?” He continued, “If the whole world were Jehovah’s Witnesses, there would be no wars at all.” At the convention itself, a high-ranking officer (police officer) said in part: “Let me tell you the truth. “You are the ones who worship the true God. “No other group of people could enter a stadium of this size without causing chaos. It is only you.” Again, the testimony of non-Witnesses rings clear. “God is really among you.” Yes, over nine million Jehovah’s Witnesses prove themselves to be God’s ministers. What a tremendous privilege we have to be a part of that blessed group! But what’s our individual responsibility, then? Well, that brings us to our final example. Who said it? “God is really among you.” Who said it? We find the answer in 1 Corinthians chapter 14. First Corinthians chapter 14 —and notice verses 23-25: “So if the whole congregation comes together to one place “and they all speak in tongues, “but ordinary people or unbelievers come in, “will they not say that you have lost your minds? “But if you are all prophesying “and an unbeliever or an ordinary person comes in, “he will be reproved and closely examined by them all. “The secrets of his heart then become evident, “so that he will fall facedown and worship God, declaring: ‘God is really among you.’” Who said it? An unbeliever who walked into a Christian meeting and witnessed the powerful effect of God’s spirit. What do people experience when they come into a meeting or a convention of Jehovah’s Witnesses? What have you experienced at this annual meeting? Certainly not the mysterious speaking of tongues. No, Jehovah doesn’t use gibberish to convince people that it’s his organization. No. What is he using? He’s using truths that touch —that penetrate—the heart and cause people to respond and repent. And what’s the identifying mark of true Christianity? What did Jesus say? “By this all will know that you are my disciples —if you have love among yourselves.” Yes, “love free from hypocrisy.” In a world that becomes more and more divided and hate-filled, we show true unity and love —undeniable, indisputable evidence of Jehovah’s holy spirit. The testimony cries out. It cannot be silenced. And that causes unbelievers who observe this peace and unity, this love, to declare: “God is really among you.” But, sadly, we still live in Satan’s world, and even some who recognize that God is among us, they harden their heart; they fight against us. Haters will hate. Ridiculers will ridicule. Persecutors will persecute until Jehovah finally says, “Enough!” So to all of you dear ones who are being ridiculed or persecuted, those of you who are under house arrest or imprisoned, please remember that we see you. We love you. Jehovah sees you. Jehovah loves you. And be assured that you will triumph. Why? Because you have holy spirit from the God who created the universe. When you’re persecuted, you prove yourself as one of God’s ministers. And when your persecutors are no longer even a memory, you will live. Why? Because “God is really among you.” Which Governing Body member has served twice in Wallkill, twice in Brooklyn, twice in Patterson, and twice in Warwick? In fact, he said, “No one will keep us.” He was a nomadic Bethelite. Well, it’s Brother Jody Jedele. And Brother Jedele is going to talk to us now on the theme “Walk Courageously With God.” Jesus told his followers in Smyrna, as recorded at Revelation 2:10: “Do not be afraid of the things you are about to suffer.” And that honest encouragement applies to us today. We live in “the Lord’s day,” which was prophesied in the book of Revelation. As our song said, we want to “be courageous.” And, frankly, today, Jehovah’s people need to display courage now more than ever in the past. Gage reviewed some of the circumstances our brothers and sisters have faced in this century. Think too of the 255 who are imprisoned right now in a number of countries for their faith. These brothers and sisters are just like us. Remember the news article on jw.org about two sisters over 80 as well as the 17-year-old sister in prison in Eritrea. And it’s not only about governmental persecution. There are so many different situations where we need courage. Please notice in the following video some of those different situations. In our video, we noted many types of trials that are faced by young and old. And Satan hopes that these will discourage us, that we’ll lose our joy and then will slack off in our worship, slow down in our preaching and our meeting attendance or, even worse, that we’ll leave Jehovah. We’ve probably experienced at least one, if not several, of those situations. We’re nine million brothers and sisters around the world, and every single one of us individually needs to show courage in some sort of a trial. But does facing trials and knowing that we’ll face more in the future in our journey to the end of this system cause us to be unhappy or to lose our joy or fear the future? No way! Why not? Well, turn with me, please, to the 128th Psalm—the 128th Psalm. We’ll read verse 1. Notice why: “Happy is everyone who fears Jehovah, who walks in His ways.” Now, it’s true that we don’t look for trials, but when we come face to face with them, we don’t lose our joy. As the psalm stated, we’re a happy people because we walk with Jehovah “in His ways,” and he’s a happy God. In fact, the audience here is a perfect example of this. Everyone here in this auditorium as well as in our extended audience has faced or is facing trials right now. You know your trials. Think of what you have been going through. Yet, in spite of those challenges, when you’re here today, there’s a lot of happy noise. In fact, Brother Jackson had to work hard to get us all to our seats. We have the announcements, then the countdown clock, then an announcement, then music, and then another announcement. Now, we made it; we got to our seats. But despite trials, we love worshipping Jehovah with our brothers and sisters, and that’s true of Jehovah’s people everywhere. Note what Brother Anatoliy Artamonov, one of our Russian brothers being persecuted, stated regarding Jehovah’s care during trial. He said: “With his [Jehovah’s] love and support, persecution will not deprive me of happiness.” Isn’t that beautiful? We don’t lose our joy or fear the future because we walk with Jehovah. We have his love and support, and that gives us courage to face those trials. Hebrews chapter 13, the B part of verse 5 and verse 6 states: “For he [speaking of Jehovah] has said: “‘I will never leave you, and I will never abandon you.’” Why? Verse 6 says: “So that we may be of good courage and say: “‘Jehovah is my helper; I will not be afraid. What can man do to me?’” We can “be of good courage” in the face of trials. Courage is the “mental or moral strength to . . . persevere, [to] withstand danger, fear, or difficulty.” A courageous person is strong, bold, and valiant. So why is it that we can be courageous in the face of trials? It’s the same reason we can be happy in the face of trials: because we walk with Jehovah and Jehovah is our Helper. Brother Ursu, also being persecuted in Russia, commented that he “often lacked confidence” in himself, but when on trial, he felt Jehovah’s help “to walk boldly into the courtroom and speak with authority.” His wife commented that when walking to the court, it was “unclear . . . “whether the guards were escorting [him] . . . or if [he] was escorting [the guards].” He courageously walks with Jehovah. And that’s been true of Jehovah’s servants throughout history. Like the apostle Paul stated: “We are not the sort who shrink back.” Now, personally, we may think: ‘Well, we’re not really that courageous. We’re not quite like those friends in Russia or Eritrea.’ Or sometimes do we feel like we’re taking on the whole world all by ourselves and we’re just not sure we’ve got what it takes? Well, when we feel that way, take a deep breath and remember: A trial is a trial. It’s not easy. And having human fears and frailties is, well, human. Brother David mentioned earlier that Abraham was afraid for his life. We have human fears, but then meditate on Bible accounts to remind us that we walk with Jehovah. He is our Helper. For example, we could meditate on ones like Gideon. Now, Gideon was known as a powerful warrior; he displayed tremendous courage. But he was human like us. Turn with me, please, to the book of Judges —Judges chapter 7. Judges chapter 7, the context here: Verse 8 tells us that he’s now down to “300 men.” If we remember, the opposing army was some 135,000. Verse 12 says that they “covered the valley . . . like a swarm of locusts.” Now, remember, you’re Gideon, and you’ve got 300. Those are not good odds. Are you maybe just a little nervous about the battle? Let’s look at Judges chapter 7, starting in verse 9: “During that night, Jehovah said to him: “‘Get up, attack the camp, for I have given it into your hand. “‘But if you are afraid to attack, “‘go down to the camp with Purah your attendant. “‘Listen to what they say, “and afterward you will have the courage to attack the camp.’ “[Now here’s the interesting part.] At that he and Purah his attendant went down to the edge of the encamped army.” Now, Gideon was a spiritual man, but he had human concerns. So when Jehovah offered him the opportunity to confirm that everything would go well, he was happy to get that reassurance. So he went down to the camp. Now, that itself took courage. Can you imagine trying to go down a hill at night to spy on an opposing army? Can you imagine Purah and Gideon walking down? “Watch your step. Don’t fall. Shh! Don’t make any noise.” But they went down to that camp. Gideon and his men were entirely unequal to the enemy, both in numbers and in strength, but it didn’t matter. When they reached the camp’s edge, they were given the reassurance of Jehovah’s support. And then they courageously attacked the enemy. Gideon and his 300 men relied, not on their strength, but on that of Jehovah and had a resounding victory. Jehovah had that account and the accounts of many other faithful men and women recorded to help us face trials. Today, we need courage to make adjustments, to stand up for what is right, to follow righteous principles, to speak the truth, to stand on Jehovah’s side along with our brothers and sisters, and to keep our joy and remain calm in the face of danger. Jehovah’s servants today are courageously walking with Jehovah, and we will continue to walk courageously with Jehovah. To do so, it is a pleasure to announce that there will be a new book released, entitled Walk Courageously With God. You’ll notice, though, that I didn’t come out with an envelope. But we do have a preview that you can see about the new book coming out. Let’s take a closer look at our new publication, Walk Courageously With God. First, how is this book organized? The 54 chapters present the life accounts of 61 Bible characters, beginning with Enoch and concluding with the apostle John. From these inspired records, valuable lessons are drawn so that we may strengthen our faith and imitate the courage of these ones who remained loyal to Jehovah under trial. The book is divided into three sections, each covering a different era of Bible history. Section 1 considers “From the Days of the Patriarchs to the Time of the Judges.” Section 2 covers “From the Days of the Kings to the Rebuilding of Jerusalem.” And section 3, “The Days of the Messiah and His Followers.” Each section includes a timeline that places the Bible characters within the period of history in which he or she lived. Each chapter begins with a narrative summarizing the Bible account. The Scriptural references are cited along with the questions for meditation. Vivid paintings accompany each narrative, bringing the Bible account to life and showing the pivotal moments where Jehovah’s servants needed to muster courage. For instance, in chapter 31, we learn about the little Israelite girl whose master Naaman suffered from leprosy. There we read: “This little girl had a big heart. “She knew that Naaman was an enemy of Israel, “but she felt bad for him and his wife. “And she knew that there was hope. . . . “Should she speak up? It likely seemed dangerous to do so.” The painting puts us there with the little girl in those nervous moments where she was building up the courage to speak up in behalf of Jehovah and help her master. The chapters continue with several sections for in-depth study and discussion. The “Dig Deeper” section highlights archaeological findings, historical context, maps and diagrams, and more to provide evidence for the account’s authenticity and to make them more real to the reader. The “Reflect on the Lessons” section helps us analyze the actions of these faithful men and women. Modern-day pictures help us as we apply the practical lessons to our lives today. For instance, returning to the little Israelite girl’s story in chapter 31, we’re asked to reflect on what we learn about Jehovah’s mercy and impartiality. The image depicts how our young ones apply the lesson of the little Israelite girl when they bravely share the good news with others, even in difficult situations. The “Meditate on the Bigger Picture” section features questions that help us use this Bible account to enhance our appreciation for Jehovah, our understanding of his purpose, and our hope for the future. All chapters conclude with a “Learn More” section, where you’ll find references to publications and videos where the characters and their qualities are further discussed. In these critical last days, we, like the faithful servants of old, are confronted with defining moments that call for courage. This new publication will help us meet those challenges successfully so that with Jehovah’s help, we may continue to walk courageously with God now and forever. Now, I’m guessing the next question is, Well, when will the book be available? We have been working on this. In fact, we were working on it earlier behind the stage today. So let me just check with what the brothers came up with. When will the new book come out? We tried to keep you guessing as long as we could. I probably should have just said, “The envelope, please.” You’ll have the book today. When you get the book, enjoy it, read it, find your situation and the character who can help you through it. We want to be courageous in these last days. On the night before his death, Jesus told his disciples: “In the world you will have tribulation.” And we do. But then he said: “But take courage! I have conquered the world.” Jesus was confident of his disciples both then and now —that we can also be world conquerors. We pray that this book will help each and every one of us maintain our joy despite trials and, yes, to take courage as we courageously walk with God. Thanks, Jody, for that rather sneaky release of the new book, but we’re glad with the end result. Which Governing Body member’s father helped to design the sawmill equipment that was used at Wallkill? Now, his father, although not a Witness, designed the equipment for a company that was in Pennsylvania. Yes, it was Kenneth Cook. Now, Brother Cook is going to talk to us on the theme “Bethel’s Sustainable Personnel Arrangement.” Please, Brother Ken. The words found at Colossians 3:23 advise us: “Whatever you are doing, “work at it whole-souled as for Jehovah, and not for men.” This emphasizes that no matter what we do as servants of Jehovah, we always maintain the same focus, namely, to use all our faculties and all our strength to the fullest extent possible wherever we serve him. With these thoughts in mind, the Governing Body wants to share some significant adjustments with you that are currently underway at Bethel and how these changes will shape Bethel service going forward. And so we invite you to watch the following video, Bethel Service —A Vital Part of “Whatever You are Doing.” According to Isaiah 60:17, Jehovah said: “Instead of the copper “I will bring in gold, and instead of the iron I will bring in silver.” With these words, Jehovah promised that the quality of the earthly part of his organization would gradually improve. Over the years, he has refined the way we carry out his work —including the very important work done at Bethel. The vital work at Bethel accomplishes two important objectives: to make spiritual food available to as many people as possible and to support the worldwide preaching work. Whenever the Governing Body has adjusted the work at Bethel, it has been to support these objectives. Over the years, we have made changes to our printing methods, use of technology, and construction techniques and have simplified branch territory oversight, just to name a few. The Bethel family worldwide has supported these refinements by following the admonition found at Colossians 3:23: “Whatever you are doing, work at it whole-souled as for Jehovah, and not for men.” Many have faithfully served at Bethel for decades and experienced these refinements firsthand. Like Jehovah, we deeply value those who willingly offer themselves for sacred service. They echo the spirit of Isaiah, who exclaimed: “Here I am! Send me!” Around the world, the number of young brothers applying for Bethel is growing. At the same time, there is always a need for trained, spiritually qualified brothers and sisters in the field. In reviewing the needs of Bethel and the worldwide field, the Governing Body has decided to make an adjustment to the way Bethel service is viewed. Moving forward, Bethel service will no longer be viewed as a lifelong assignment. Bethel will continue to be a place where individuals come to work hard for Jehovah and receive training that can be used by his organization. However, the focus will now be for brothers and sisters to use that training in the field or wherever Jehovah’s organization needs them most. To support this decision, we are excited to inform you of a series of new refinements at Bethel. First, there will be more regular movement of personnel from the field to Bethel and from Bethel back to the field. As mentioned earlier, serving at Bethel will no longer be viewed as a permanent assignment. So while there will always be a need for experienced older ones to help train the next generation of Bethelites, many who come to Bethel will serve for a time, receive training, gain valuable experience, train others, and then apply that training in the field. There will be predetermined times in each Bethelite’s service when we will consider where his or her training can be best used. How does this movement benefit the organization? We invite you to pay close attention to the following interviews. My Bethel training as well as my assignments definitely taught me a lot about discretion. Working with these mature brothers and sisters that have that experience and that trust in Jehovah is something that helps me now as a new elder within the congregation to be able to also see how I can continue relying on Jehovah within my assignment as well as seeing what I can do to continue providing for the friends, just as we did when I was serving at Bethel. Initially when we were reassigned, we started reading the Gospels again from the beginning, and that was exactly what I needed: seeing those same words reaffirming Jehovah’s love for us and that this is just a part of what was best for Jehovah’s organization and that by following and cooperating with it, we would continue to have Jehovah’s blessing, even in our new assignment. At Bethel, you get the opportunity to be in contact with a lot of people. You make a lot of friends with the people you work with. You see a lot of friends come and visit Bethel. And so you see a larger organization than (maybe) the congregation you came from. And you begin to appreciate that you have this large family, this large brotherhood. I’m able to take those stories, and I’m able to take that experience, and I’m able to share that locally with the congregation that I’m in to encourage them to reach out and to see that there’s so much more available to do. There’s a big organization behind us supporting us that’s a demonstration of Jehovah’s love and his care for us. And so you can share these good things —you can tell these good things to others— that you’ve seen. As these examples clearly show, even if Bethel is not a lifelong assignment, it is a life-changing one. Does this mean that everyone currently serving at Bethel will eventually be transferred to the field? No. There will continue to be a need for both older and younger ones. As Proverbs 20:29 states: “The glory of young men is their strength, and the splendor of old men is their gray hair.” The Watchtower, March 15, 1993, commented on this verse: “When youthful strength “is combined with the experience and wisdom of years, a very strong combination is formed.” Those words have certainly proven true at Bethel. The deep spirituality and decades of experience of older ones are vital. But you may be wondering, ‘If there is more regular movement at Bethel, how will the vital work done there continue to be cared for?’ That leads us to the second refinement. Greater emphasis will be placed on accelerated training. We want to help brothers and sisters gain the skills needed to serve in a variety of assignments more quickly. This training includes entrusting younger brothers with more responsibility sooner. Older brothers will assist and mentor younger brothers, helping them to take on positions of responsibility and oversight at Bethel. Such training will add to their value at Bethel, prepare them to be used to fill future needs in the organization, and even build in them qualities and abilities that will be valuable in the new world. How have branches already benefited from applying this direction? Please pay close attention to the following expressions. The pace and quality of the training keeps getting better. Instead of a one-size-fits-all approach, we are encouraged to think carefully about the personality, strengths, and skills of each brother as well as any areas where he needs support. So rather than just hoping for the best, when the training is tailored, it lays the groundwork for success. When I was a young person, I don’t think I got a lot of training. I got assignments, but I didn’t get a lot of training. The organization is growing, so training is essential, and it’s good to see it being accelerated, or speeded up, to get the work done. The organization benefits greatly from training and entrusting young brothers with responsibility. We’ve seen that young brothers bring energy and fresh ideas while older ones offer wisdom and experience. When you combine these, that’s how the organization can keep growing and adapting to new challenges. A third significant refinement will involve the way we organize the large number of willing volunteers who apply to expand their theocratic service. Greater emphasis will be placed on making wise and judicious use of part-time commuters as well as remote and temporary volunteers. This means determining the right number of people at Bethel so that as many as possible can devote their efforts to the all-important preaching work. The benefits of this approach are many. Consider the following experiences. We’ve come to appreciate that Bethel service isn’t about where you are, but it’s a form of service. It’s a sacred service that can be provided from anywhere on the planet. I went to Bethel when I was young, 19, and spent some years there, left, ended up getting married and having a family, and now several years later working with Bethel again. I’m working remotely, and it’s part-time, but I continue to see the benefits of that work and how it refines you. It continues to train you. Again, you get, like, a window into seeing how Jehovah is directing his organization. Well, it does require flexibility. We have to look past a person’s schedule or location, and we have to get creative in making sure that we build support arrangements so that a remote volunteer from anywhere can work with us. You may be in a different time zone, but they include you in discussions. They make you feel like you’re trusted, like you’re part of the group. We often don’t get to handpick our team. And yet, Jehovah provides amazing brothers and sisters, very capable brothers and sisters, that can help. I think if we keep an open mind to different ways to get the work accomplished, we actually have found that we can adjust our staffing down within Bethel and not compromise the service and quality provided from the department. The appreciation from the local congregation —it’s such a big component of being successful in helping part-time at Bethel. We have begun working with branches worldwide to implement these adjustments in a gradual way, and we are already seeing positive results. Branch Committee members have observed a growing number of opportunities for brothers and sisters to receive Bethel training. In turn, this new approach is stirring even greater enthusiasm among young ones to reach out for expanded theocratic service. In addition, Branch Committees are reporting that those who have transferred back to the field are having a positive impact in supporting the preaching work worldwide. Many have expanded their ministry and made themselves available to assist with specific needs, such as with Local Design/Construction activities, Hospital Liaison Committees, and special metropolitan witnessing. Some have moved to areas where more Kingdom publishers are needed, attended the School for Kingdom Evangelizers, and more. These three refinements will allow more brothers and sisters to benefit from the training and experience gained through Bethel service. In turn, they can use this training to advance Kingdom interests in many ways. Ephesians 4:16 describes how the body of Christ is being “harmoniously joined together” and works according to the functioning of each individual part. It is our hope that these refinements will help all of us to continue to work together in harmony and remain responsive to Christ’s headship in a spirit of love. Younger brothers, we encourage you to consider prayerfully whether now is the time to reach out for Bethel service. During the dedication talk for one of the new buildings at Brooklyn Bethel in 1960, Brother Frederick Franz, a former member of the Governing Body, described Bethel as “the grandest educational institution in all the earth.” More than 65 years later, we still wholeheartedly agree. Serving at Bethel is a unique opportunity to receive valuable training —training that can benefit both you and the organization for years to come, including into the new world. Parents, help your children to make serving at Bethel a goal so that they can receive this valuable training. This is one way that you can help them to ‘work hard for Jehovah in whatever they are doing.’ To those who have already started serving outside of Bethel, please be assured of our love and appreciation. Your Bethel experience is a gift. Be generous in sharing that gift with others. Encourage your brothers and sisters to serve Jehovah whole-souled in ‘whatever they are doing,’ so that they too can experience the blessings you have enjoyed. Your fine example will leave a lasting impact. Those you encourage now will never forget the love you have shown. In harmony with Isaiah 60:17, we are confident that Jehovah will continue to refine the arrangements at Bethel to meet the needs of his organization. We are also confident that our love and devotion to Jehovah and his organization will move all of us to serve Jehovah whole-souled in whatever we are doing, now and into the future. Well, thank you very much, Brother Ken, for explaining this very exciting change with regard to Bethel service. Now, we have another question: How many Governing Body members now serving at one point served at Bethel but then were transitioned to the field and then later were invited back to Bethel? How many? Of the brothers now in the Governing Body, five. Now, of course, prior to that, brothers like Brother Jaracz and Brother Barr also were reassigned to the field. I remember Brother Barr telling me how he trudged through the deep snow, leaving the London Bethel and remembering the warmth of the fireplace there, to start his circuit work. And, of course, Brother Rutherford (well, that was another story) was reassigned to prison. We have an announcement that is going to affect our ministry. So we’d like you to listen carefully. It’s been exciting—hasn’t it?— in recent times to see how our ministry has changed. More than ever, we’ve focused on starting conversations everywhere and at every opportunity. And isn’t that a wonderful way to do our ministry? So how do you start conversations? Maybe you are like me and you love the contact cards. Now, why? Well, they’re convenient, aren’t they? You can put them, hide them, somewhere. And it’s quite easy to pull them out. Before they know it, they’ve got it in their hand. And that’s less intimidating than having a larger piece of literature. But we all have to admit that our contact cards have some limitations, don’t they? You see, they don’t really say much. And then they point to a website that has thousands of articles and many, many different subjects. But remember, the Love People brochure says this: “We want to show love for others “by talking about subjects “that interest them. “That means . . . carefully considering each person’s concerns and interests.” So rather than just pointing to a website and then them having to find out what they’re interested in, we need to actually determine what might help them. So could we have something that perhaps combines the benefits of a contact card with a specific truth that you want to teach? Now, what are we at here today? The annual meeting of the Watch Tower Bible and Tract Society. So we’re happy to release nine new tracts. These nine pocket-sized tracts are each based on a category of truths we love to teach in our Love People brochure. The front has an appealing photograph, an intriguing question, and a scripture. On the reverse are two more truths on the same topic and an invitation to learn more on jw.org. Now, you’re going to receive today a packet containing several copies of all nine tracts. And this is the size, see? But who wants to wait? Well, sorry, you will have to wait till afterward. But let’s have a look at them right now. You see, the first three tracts are about the future, family, and God. Another three tracts consider the topics of prayer, Jesus, and God’s Kingdom. And the final three tracts share truths about suffering, death, and religion. But that’s not all. Three of the tracts have companion videos that can be played directly from the digital edition of this tract. So just imagine: You send the tract, and there’s a little video clip with it. Let’s watch one of these video clips. It’s the one that accompanies the tract Is Living Without Pain or Sadness Possible? Is living without pain or sadness possible? The Bible says that very soon God “will wipe out every tear from their eyes, “and death will be no more, neither will mourning nor outcry nor pain be anymore.” To learn more about this happy future, explore jw.org. The Governing Body wanted these tracts to be smaller (so that they are easy to use) and more durable. And that’s what’s been achieved. But having smaller tracts actually means that we need new equipment to cut them. Now, how and when we found that equipment is in itself worth telling you about. You see, the very day —let me repeat that, the very day— that the International Printing Department was asked to find this equipment to automate the cutting and handling of these tracts, the brothers from that department happened to be in Germany. Now, why is that important? Well, they were there to attend drupa. Now, when the brothers told me this, I said: “What is drupa?” Well, apparently, it’s the world’s leading printing technology exhibition. And now, note this: This exhibition is held only every four years. Normally, locating and investigating all of these different types of equipment would have taken the brothers many months, perhaps even a year or even longer. But because they happened to be at drupa that very day, they were able to see equipment from all over the world in just a few days and find out exactly what was needed for this job. Now, if that wasn’t the case, you wouldn’t be getting tracts today. The International Printing Department says that there’s no question whatsoever in their minds that Jehovah was looking after this project. Brothers and sisters, we now have nine new tools to use, and instead of going up to the door and starting a conversation and you’re not sure where you’re going (aha, that’s what we called out, what some of you are up to), having these tracts helps us to help people by ascertaining which one of them would help them. So the rest is up to us. Start conversations with these tracts, text them to relatives and acquaintances, and use them to share the truths that you love. Well, now, we’ve got a couple more questions for you. Remember we said 15? OK. Which member of the Governing Body at 18 years of age received a letter from Brother Knorr encouraging him to fill in a Bethel application form? Now, Brother Knorr’s note gave the brother 30 days to fill out the application and return it to him. The young brother waited until the 30th day and filled it out. And less than three months later, he became a Bethelite. Well, really, if you’re watching carefully, it’s only the choice of two here, Brother Stephen Lett. Now, the final question in this series: Which Governing Body member is the only Governing Body member to have graduated from the MTS? And interestingly, for three days his instructor was Stephen Lett. And later this brother became a branch committee member in the Philippines. Well, it doesn’t take a lot of calculations to work it out. It must be Brother Sanderson. You see, Brother Lett and Brother Sanderson are going to give us the final two talks for this very special day. And they are very interesting talks. The first one will be “Jehovah’s Matchless Record as a Deliverer!” and then “Jehovah Will Perfectly Deliver His People at Armageddon!” Over the years, many unmatched, matchless, records have been set. For example (and this is since we’re into trivia today), in 2009 a Jamaican sprinter set a world record running the 100-meter dash in 9.58 seconds. In 2012, a parrot named Zach set a record opening (in one minute) 35 canned drinks using only his bill. This year, 2025, a Croatian man set a world record holding his breath underwater for a little over 29 minutes. Well, are you impressed by those matchless records? Maybe, maybe not. But, you know, one matchless record we’re all impressed by is Jehovah’s record as a Deliverer. And we’re going to talk about this in this discussion. But now, first we ask: What are some of the means, or methods, that Jehovah has used to deliver his people? Let’s discuss three basic methods that he has used. Now, the first one: By throwing his enemies into confusion, Jehovah has caused them to kill each other and to annihilate themselves. One example of this: Second Chronicles chapter 20 talks about the combined forces of Moab, Ammon, and Seir moving in overwhelming strength against Judah. Well, Judah and Jehoshaphat are very much afraid. They supplicate Jehovah, but Jehovah tells him: “Do not be afraid” because the battle is not theirs. It’s his. In fact, Jehovah says: ‘You will not even need to fight’ in this case. You’ll be able to “stand still, and see the salvation of Jehovah in your behalf.” But then, stunningly, Jehovah directs that the Levite singers march in front of the army, singing songs of praise to Jehovah. Now, that is a very strange battle formation —isn’t it?—if you think about it. In fact, from a human perspective, it would be a suicidal formation. But they do what Jehovah says. And what is the result of this happening? When they get there, they find Jehovah has thrown that enemy camp into confusion. They smite each other and devote each other to destruction. The Israelites find only dead bodies, and they plunder those bodies. Another example of Jehovah using this strategy to get rid of enemies of his people: Earlier, Jody Jedele was talking about Gideon and his 300 men. Remember that account that he touched on. There were 135,000 Midianites oppressing the Israelites. To deliver them, Jehovah directed that Gideon and his 300 men surround that camp in the middle of the night, and even though they don’t have one sword among them, the calmness of the night is shattered when they blow their horns, they dash to pieces the large water jars containing bright torches, and they shout: “The sword of Jehovah and of Gideon!” Well, Jehovah throws that camp into pandemonium, and they destroy each other. Thousands just kill each other, and the rest take to flight. Now, the odds were 450 to 1, but Jehovah gave an amazing deliverance. Well, we talked about that one method, but, now, what about a second method? Jehovah has destroyed and delivered by wielding skillfully the forces of nature. One example, as you well know, are the ten plagues on Egypt. Now, it’s amazing what Jehovah gave to that Egyptian world power in order to deliver his people. Think about the fourth plague—the gadflies. That was amazing! Jehovah said: ‘If you don’t let my people go, I am going to send the gadfly.’ And Jehovah told them: ‘These gadflies will fill your houses; they’ll cover the ground; they’ll be everywhere.’ But Jehovah says: ‘The area where my people are, no gadflies will go there.’ Now, that was amazing! Of course, Pharaoh didn’t listen, did he? And it happened just like Jehovah said it would happen. But can you imagine these huge swarms of big, (likely) biting, bloodsucking horse flies sent into all of Egypt overwhelming them but not one gadfly flying into the area where Jehovah’s people are? It’s an amazing control of insects. Now, we don’t have time to discuss the other nine plagues, but they clearly show Jehovah’s control over water, sunlight, weather, disease, animals, and much more. But after these ten plagues —finally— stubborn Pharaoh lets the Israelites go. But after they leave, what does he do? He goes chasing after them. Now, that was really stupid, wasn’t it? I mean, here he has seen Jehovah deal ten powerful blows in behalf of his people. Obviously, these people have Jehovah the Almighty with them, and he goes chasing after these people. It makes me think, you know, every Egyptian class must have had one student who finished last. It must have been Pharaoh. Or put another way, Pharaoh was not the swiftest camel in the caravan. Or he wasn’t the fastest barge on the Nile River. Foolishly, he goes chasing after Jehovah’s people. Can you imagine? Well, to slow him down, Jehovah uses a pillar of cloud. Jehovah parted the Red Sea to make an exit route for his people. Then, again, to slow down Pharaoh and his army, Jehovah plucks off the wheels of their chariots. That’s a simple matter—isn’t it?— for the Creator of the Milky Way galaxy, to pluck little wheels off a chariot. So he slows him down. By this time, Jehovah’s people have exited the seabed safely. Jehovah closes the Red Sea, bringing Pharaoh and his puny army into a watery grave. Well, those are just a few examples of Jehovah using the forces of nature to deliver his people. Why, in fact, Jehovah can even defy the laws of time, as we understand it. What do we mean? Well, at Joshua 10:13, to ensure complete victory against the Canaanites, Jehovah postponed the sunset for almost one whole day. Now, the Insight book says this could have been accomplished by stopping the rotation of the earth. But it could have been accomplished by other means, such as refraction of solar and lunar light rays to produce the same effect. But in any event, it’s amazing! Jehovah has control of the forces of nature to deliver his people. Well, what’s our third method that Jehovah has used? The angels. How many angels are there? Well, Revelation 5:11 speaks of “myriads of myriads,” or, as the footnote says, literally “tens of thousands times tens of thousands.” So that’s saying hundreds of millions. Now, for there to be hundreds (plural) of millions, that would be a minimum of 200 million, wouldn’t it? How powerful are the angels? Well, at 2 Kings 19:35 one angel— In order to deliver the Israelites from the Assyrians who were threatening them, one angel killed 185,000 Assyrian soldiers in one night. And we’ve mentioned we don’t know if the angel worked all night. We don’t know what time he got home, but within a night he killed 185,000. But now, here’s a brain exercise. How many humans could 200 million angels kill in one night using that same rate of kill? What’s 200 million times 185,000? Who could give me that figure right quick? Well, you definitely need a calculator. It figures out to 37 trillion. Now that’s 4,500 times the total population of the earth today. These angels certainly can accomplish Jehovah’s will in the way he wants it to happen. Well, what’s another example of Jehovah using the angels? Daniel chapter 3 talks about the three Hebrews refusing to bow down to King Nebuchadnezzar’s image of gold. Now, this infuriates the king, doesn’t it? And he orders the fiery furnace to be heated seven times hotter than normal and these three Hebrews to be bound and thrown in there for execution. Well, Jehovah sends one angel to take care of them, to protect them. And if you think about it, the angel had to start his assignment before they were thrown into the furnace. Have you ever thought about that? Because the men who threw them in, they died from the heat outside the furnace. So the angel had to be there before, protecting them before they were thrown in. Now, after they were thrown in, what happened? Daniel 3:24: “King Nebuchadnezzar then became frightened “and quickly rose up and said to his high officials: “‘Did we not tie up three men “and throw them into the fire?’ “They answered the king: ‘Yes, O king.’ “He said: ‘Look! I see four men “‘walking about free in the midst of the fire, “‘and they are unharmed, and the fourth one looks like a son of the gods.’” Obviously, that fourth one was an angel. And then when they came out of that furnace, the Bible says: “Not a hair of their heads had been singed, “their cloaks looked no different, and there was not even the smell of fire on them.” Now, many of us have had the experience of going into a home in our ministry, maybe, where there’s a smoker in there, and even if they’re not smoking while we’re there, when we come out of that house, we smell like tobacco smoke. But that just shows you how completely that angel protected those three Hebrews, even protecting them from the stink of the fire. Amazing indeed! Another account: Daniel chapter 6. Daniel, because he prayed to Jehovah instead of praying to the king, was thrown into the lions’ pit for execution. Now, for a moment, think about those lions. Apparently, they were kept in a starvation condition. Why can we say that? Well, remember, when Daniel was later pulled out of the pit unharmed, his accusers were thrown in there —that same pit. And the Bible says they had not even “reached the bottom of the pit before the lions overpowered them and crushed all their bones.” Now, that level of ferocity indicates they were kept in a starvation condition, see, to ensure swift and terrifying execution. So imagine the situation. But yet, what did Daniel say? He said (despite that starvation condition of the lions), he said: “My God sent his angel and shut the mouth of the lions, and they have not harmed me.” See, Daniel undoubtedly would have looked like a tasty morsel to those starving lions, but they couldn’t get their mouths open. The angel had sealed their mouths with something a lot stronger than epoxy or superglue. They couldn’t even get their mouths open to harm him. And the timing of the angel was also critical here because the angel didn’t say: “Well, I’m sorry, Daniel. “I got here two or three seconds late. “The lion bit you a couple of times, but I’m here now. I’ll take care of it.” No, Jehovah’s angels are totally, completely, reliable. Well, that’s just a few examples of Jehovah using his powerful angels. In fact, now we have discussed Jehovah’s matchless record of delivering by means of throwing his enemies into confusion; causing them to kill each other; by skillfully, selectively wielding the forces of nature; and by means of his powerful, powerful angels. Well, of course, Jehovah has many other means at his disposal that he can use to deliver. But now, here’s an important question: Is Jehovah only a God of matchless past deliverance? Absolutely not. The future deliverance of Jehovah’s people will be even more amazing, spectacular, record-breaking, we could say. To provide proof that this is true, let’s give our attention now to Brother Mark Sanderson, who will develop the talk “Jehovah Will Perfectly Deliver His People at Armageddon!” Today, we live in a dangerous world where shocking things occur every day. There are destructive natural disasters. People carry out acts of violence that are constantly being reported on the daily news. Any sense of stability in the world is fading. Truly, these are fear-inspiring times. And yet, in the midst of so much anxiety and panic in the earth, what do we see among Jehovah’s people? What do we see as we look around at this audience made up of people from all over this earth? I searched for a verse that would describe it. Let’s read it together—Psalm 92:12. Now, I’m going to read it from the Reference Bible of 1984, maybe some of you still remember that. It says: “The righteous himself will blossom forth “as a palm tree does; “as a cedar in Lebanon does, he will grow big. “Those who are planted in the house of Jehovah, “in the courtyards of our God, “they will blossom forth. “They will . . . keep on thriving “during gray-headedness, “fat and fresh they will continue to be.” Well, just as the scripture says: ‘We are blossoming; ‘we are thriving; we are so . . . fresh’! Without question, what can we say? Today, Jehovah is absolutely protecting his people spiritually. Despite the many challenges that we have in our lives, he is helping us to stand firm. And I have to say, How wonderful it is to be present at a meeting like this with so many pillars of faith, so many dear friends who continue to work with us shoulder to shoulder, side by side, year after year and who stand firm in the faith! We truly love all of you. But we know that there are more momentous events coming. The Bible makes clear that the nations will band together and wipe out false religion, but that is not the end. The nations of this world will launch a coordinated, all-out attack on Jehovah’s people. And that attack will trigger the most momentous event of all —the war of Armageddon. At that time, Jesus will lead his heavenly armies, including the 144,000 corulers, to remove this wicked world. So should we live in constant fear of these fast-approaching events? The answer absolutely is no! But why not? Because Jehovah has promised to protect his people. Let’s read together this promise at Psalm 91:7. Psalm 91:7 says: “A thousand will fall at your side “and ten thousand at your right hand, but to you it will not come near.” Well, for the next few minutes, let’s look at Psalm 91, and let’s consider the questions: What does Psalm 91:7 mean? At Armageddon, what type of protection will God’s people experience? Well, now, the basic message of Psalm 91 can be summed up in two words: “trust” and “protection.” Let’s begin reading in verse 1 of Psalm 91: “Anyone dwelling “in the secret place of the Most High “will lodge under the shadow of the Almighty. “I will say to Jehovah: “‘You are my refuge and my stronghold, my God in whom I trust.’” Those words, “refuge” and “stronghold,” remind us of the protection that a walled city provided in Bible times. When facing danger, people would run to such a walled city to find protection. But the psalmist added a powerful word picture. He mentions “dwelling in the secret place of the Most High.” How does that sound to you? What a place of safety —to be in “the secret place” of our wonderful, our amazing, our all-powerful and loving God, Jehovah! And what will it mean to dwell in that place? Let’s continue reading in verse 5: “You will not fear the terrors of the night, “nor the arrow that flies by day, “nor the pestilence that stalks in the gloom, “nor the destruction that ravages at midday. “A thousand will fall at your side and ten thousand at your right hand, “but to you it will not come near. “You will only see it with your eyes “as you witness the punishment of the wicked. “Because you said: ‘Jehovah is my refuge,’ “you have made the Most High your dwelling; “no disaster will befall you, and no plague will come near your tent.” Well, we know that Jehovah is constantly protecting us in a spiritual way. We mentioned at the outset of this talk how God’s people were blossoming, how they were thriving, how they were . . . fresh. So, what do these words at Psalm 91 mean? Do they refer only to spiritual protection, or do they promise physical protection for God’s people at Armageddon? Well, now, in the past, we have considered verses 11 and 12 of Psalm 91. Let’s read them: “For he will give his angels “a command concerning you, “to guard you in all your ways. “They will carry you on their hands, so that you may not strike your foot against a stone.” Well, those words are familiar to us, aren’t they? We remember that Satan quoted those verses to Jesus during the second temptation. Satan was tempting Jesus to jump off of the battlement of the temple to see if Jehovah’s angels would protect him. But how did Jesus respond? Jesus did not say: “You are mistaken, Satan. That psalm does not promise physical protection.” No. What did Jesus say? He replied: “You must not put Jehovah your God to the test.” What does that teach us? Satan misused Psalm 91, not by referring to it as a promise of physical protection, but by using it to encourage Jesus to behave recklessly and to put Jehovah to the test. Therefore, what can we conclude? Based on Jesus’ response to Satan’s temptation, we can conclude that Psalm 91 is not simply a promise of spiritual protection at Armageddon, but it is also a promise of physical protection for Jehovah’s people at the war of Armageddon. What do you think of that? So, what does that mean for God’s people during Armageddon? It means that Jehovah will protect his people perfectly. Yes, on every level: spiritually, physically, even emotionally. Listen to the tender words of Jehovah in verse 14: “God said: ‘Because he has affection for me, “‘I will rescue him. “‘I will protect him because he knows my name. “‘He will call on me, and I will answer him. “‘I will be with him in distress. “‘I will rescue him and glorify him. “‘I will satisfy him with long life, “‘and I will cause him to see my acts of salvation.’” Well, now, what did you notice in those verses? You see, it’s Jehovah himself speaking here: “I will rescue him. I will protect him . . . I will satisfy him.” Jehovah will be very personally involved in protecting his precious people at Armageddon. And this deliverance that God’s people will experience at Armageddon will be unique. It’s true that Noah and his family were rescued from the Flood, but they all went on to die. The Israelites all walked through the Red Sea on dry land, but they too all later died. What about those who will be delivered at Armageddon? They will have the prospect of never —of never— dying at all. Truly, Jehovah is the matchless Deliverer. Well, now, how? How will Jehovah protect his people at that momentous time? The answer is: We don’t know. You see, the Bible doesn’t give us details. But here are two things that we absolutely know. Jehovah is the greatest Scientist. He’s the greatest Inventor. He’s the greatest Architect. He’s the greatest Engineer, the greatest Artist, the Creator of everything in this universe. And don’t forget: He has access to AI —Almighty Intelligence. Brother Lett beautifully —beautifully—described the many methods that Jehovah has powerfully used to deliver his people in the past. But remember: Jehovah always does things with style. And frequently a master worker saves the best for last. Well, whatever method or methods Jehovah chooses to use, we can be certain that his power will be made manifest in an amazing way so that it will be completely obvious that he is the one who is bringing destruction on Satan’s world. But it will also be completely obvious that it is the almighty God who is protecting his beloved, faithful ones. Are you ready to be amazed? What’s the second thing we know? We know that Jehovah is the perfect Judge of the universe, and we can trust his judgment. We don’t need to be afraid that Jehovah is going to destroy the wrong people. What does 2 Peter chapter 2 tell us? Let’s read it—2 Peter 2:9: “So, then, Jehovah knows “how to rescue people of godly devotion out of trial, “but to reserve unrighteous people to be destroyed on the day of judgment.” Everything that we know about Jehovah teaches us that he will carry out perfect justice at Armageddon. So, dear brothers and sisters, what should we be doing now? What does Jehovah want us to do? Let’s read it together, Ezekiel 33:11: “Tell them, ‘“As surely as I am alive,” “‘declares the Sovereign Lord Jehovah, “‘“I take no pleasure in the death of the wicked, “‘“but rather that someone wicked changes his way and keeps living. “‘“Turn back, turn back from your bad ways, for why should you die, O house of Israel?”’” Yes, we want to share the good news with as many people as possible. We have these new tracts. Let’s use them! Let’s start those conversations and help people to find the way to life, to receive protection in “the secret place” of Jehovah. What else do we need to do? Dear brothers and sisters, we need to keep on the watch. May we never allow ourselves to forget the warning our Lord Jesus gave at Matthew 24:43. Let’s read it: “But know one thing: “If the householder had known in what watch the thief was coming, “he would have kept awake “and not allowed his house to be broken into. “On this account, “you too prove yourselves ready, “because the Son of man is coming at an hour you do not think to be it.” So, what must we do? Keep on the watch and prove ourselves ready. Psalm 91 makes clear that Jehovah is going to perfectly protect and deliver his people at Armageddon. They will be protected spiritually; they will be protected physically; they will be protected even emotionally. And so, brothers, since we have absolutely nothing to fear, what is there left to say? “Amen! Come, Lord Jesus”! Both Steve and Mark, we thank you very much. We see how Jehovah gave you the extra power and strength that was needed. And what a comforting message that is for each one of us as we look forward to the future! What is Ramapo? Now, of course, many of us are seeing Ramapo. We’re praying for Ramapo. But what is it? Good question. The answer? The World Headquarters Media Center. And we can see that it’s going to be used in a marvelous way when it’s completed. Now we’ve got a little update video for you to watch and see, now that you have in mind Ramapo. It’s very close to Warwick, and let’s see what’s been happening recently there. Exciting progress is underway at the Ramapo site. Since receiving the final site plan approval in November 2024, full-scale site work operations have begun, resulting in the movement of countless truckloads of earth and rock. On-site rock crushing equipment then allows us to repurpose the material, making the most of our resources. We have also started planting new trees, which help stabilize the land and assist with erosion control. It’s especially encouraging to see how many young ones have reached out to volunteer. Their energy and willingness to serve provide a beautiful example of faith in action. Here’s what just a few of them have to say about why they reached out and how they feel about serving on this exciting project. So my desire started a few years back when my parents joined, back then, the RBC. And as far as I can remember, that was always my goal; I always wanted to become a construction servant. One day, randomly, I was checking on my JW HuB and the application was there, so I was really excited. I got back from the day of service (or something). I got on my computer, and I started filling out the application almost immediately. So when I got the call, I thought, ‘I think they have the wrong number.’ So it was just such a great privilege to be able to be called. But I was super nervous, actually. And I remember a few minutes after I got off the phone with the brother, I immediately called my parents. I had told them that I had said, “Yes, I’m going to serve in Ramapo,” and they were so happy for me. Yeah, I remember one of the sisters that first welcomed us. They, you know, said welcome to me and everything. And then they turned around and saw my parents and gave them a big hug and said, “Thank you for giving us your son.” And that really made them feel very good. So I just want to make sure that I live in a way that I am able to look back and smile and I can tell people how amazing it was. Well, it’s been amazing so far, the project. My favorite part is being able to wake up every single morning and know that I’m going to be working for Jehovah. Some nights I get home and I just want to go directly to bed, and I sit in bed for a little bit. I’m, like, ‘That was awesome!’ You get to do more. So if you want to do more for Jehovah, then do it. And there is plenty more to do. Recently, we installed a concrete batch plant right here on the site. This will help to streamline the next phases of the build. Later this year, we look forward to starting foundation work for the residence buildings and parking garage. These new residences will allow us to house even more volunteers. As the work at Ramapo gains momentum, we pray that Jehovah continues to bless the efforts of all those who are ‘offering themselves willingly’ and supporting this tremendous project. Thank you for your continued prayers and support. And since that video was made, we have some other interesting, exciting news. The brothers have received the first official building permit. It’s for the parking garage that will be used during construction as a place for staging, the dining room, office space, and spiritual gatherings. Work on this building will begin next month. We’re also hoping that construction will begin on the first residence building in December. We continue to pray for Jehovah’s blessing on this special project. What a remarkable program! Look for Part 2 next month. Before we go, let’s enjoy this month’s postcard from Denmark. Denmark is a small country and, along with Norway and Sweden, is part of the northern European region known as Scandinavia. It’s surrounded by an ocean on all sides except the south, where it borders Germany. To the east, it’s connected to Sweden by a bridge that also links Denmark with the rest of Scandinavia. The capital, Copenhagen, was founded as a Viking fishing village in the 10th century. It features many historic locations from the 17th century, such as the harbor at Nyhavn, and the Round Tower, Europe’s oldest functioning observatory building. Denmark is dotted with more than 800 castles and manors. The Danes are famous for hygge, a quality which is difficult to define but easy to feel. It’s about relaxing and enjoying simple pleasures with the ones you love. Hygge moments may include a taste of the traditional smørrebrød, an open-faced sandwich made with dark rye bread. Danes also love to cycle. Nearly half of the trips to and from work or school are by bike. In fact, the number of bikes in Copenhagen exceeds the number of inhabitants, and with such a beautiful countryside, it’s understandable why. Brother Russell visited Denmark for the first time in 1891 and many times thereafter. Even with relatively few publishers in the country, some congregations covered large territories by combining their love for the ministry with their love for cycling. A large preaching group might rent a bus, load bicycles on the roof, and drop publishers off along the way to spread out and reach more homes. Denmark experienced significant publisher growth during and after World War II. Our brothers did not stop preaching and even held conventions during the Nazi occupation. Did Jehovah bless their courageous preaching? Absolutely! In 1940, there were about 1,300 publishers. Ten years later, that number more than tripled. Today, our brothers and sisters face a different challenge in the ministry. Though Denmark is a nominally Christian country, many are atheistic. Publishers show personal interest by starting conversations and diversifying their ministry with phone witnessing or harbor witnessing. Some have become adept at speaking with travelers at rest areas or have arranged their schedule to preach during evenings on weekdays. The Fårevejle Congregation, one of the first congregations in Denmark, was founded in 1900. The 73 publishers of the Fårevejle Congregation send you their love and best wishes. And we send our love to all of you as well. From the World Headquarters of Jehovah’s Witnesses, this is JW Broadcasting!
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