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****************************************

A
NNUALLY Jehovah’s witnesses in various parts 
of the earth assemble together to praise and 

worship their God, JEHOVAH, the MOST HIGH. 
Herein is published a full report of the proceedings 
of the 1941 ASSEMBLY FOR WORSHIP of Jeho­
vah’s witnesses held at Leicester, England, from 
Sept. 3 to 7, 1941. This assembly was organized and 
conducted as an extension of the THEOCRATIC 
ASSEMBLY of Jehovah’s witnesses held at St. Louis, 
Missouri, U.S.A.

All Christians worship JEHOVAH GOD in spirit 
and in truth. All such love Jehovah and Christ his 
King and love those who truly worship Jehovah 
and the King. It is a joy to such and a source of 
great spiritual strength to assemble together to 
worship the Lord, and it is certain that such is 
pleasing to the Most High.

All of the Lord’s people today appreciate the 
words of the sweet singer at Psalm 148:12,13: “Both

*************************************** 

young men and maidens; old men and children: 
Let them praise the name of the LORD: for his 
name alone is excellent; his glory is above the 
earth and heaven.” The assembly of the young men, 
the maidens, the old men, and the children was a 
joy to all those associated in the Theocratic Govern­
ment; and when assembled together in one place, 
all have great joy in singing the praises to the name 
of the MOST HIGH.

J. F. Rutherford, President of the Watch Tower 
Bible & Tract Society and the International Bible  
Students Association delivered five important ad­
dresses at the St. Louis THEOCRATIC ASSEMBLY. 
One hundred and fifteen thousand Jehovah’s wit­
nesses attended this greatest of assemblies. Three 
of Judge Rutherford’s addresses were recorded and 
sent by air directly to London in time for presen­
tation at the Leicester Convention. The texts of 
Judge Rutherford’s remaining two discourses and 
other material were airmailed to the London office 
to be used in the identical programme at Leicester. 
Both the St. Louis assembly and the Leicester 
assembly demonstrate the marvellous unity that 
exists between the brethren of all nationalities in 
their devotion to the Lord and their unfailing hope 
in the THEOCRACY, the Kingdom of God under 
Christ.

—******—

THEOCRATIC ASSEMBLY at ST. LOUIS, Mo., U.S.A.
U N IV ER SA L DOMINATION as the  

g re a t  issue before all creation  was pow er­
fu lly  b ro u g h t  to the  fore a t  the  opening 
ad d ress  of the  p re s id en t  of the  W atch 
Tower Society to the  Theocra tic  Assembly 
in St. Louis, Mo., A ugust 6-10, 1941. R e ­
fe rr in g  briefly to the  prophetic  d ram a  in 
th e  Bible concerning pa tien t  Jo b  and the  
severe te s t  of his in teg r i ty  tow ard  God, 
th e  speaker sa id:

“ The issue between Satan and Jehovah 
w as n o t  ra ised  fo r  the  first t im e in J o b ’s 
day, b u t  centuries  before th a t  time. The 
p rophetic  d ra m a  of Jo b  discloses w h a t 
Jehovah  requ ires  of all c rea tu res  who 
shall receive his boundless blessings. 
W hile  the  question  for de term ination  
ra ised  by  the  p rophetic  d ram a w as and 
is, ‘Can Jehovah  p u t  men on earth , who 
un d e r  the  m ost severe test, will prove 
fa i th fu l  and  t ru e  to G od?’ yet th a t  g re a t
issue em braces much m ore ...............Long
before th a t  tim e Satan had  challenged 
the  suprem acy of Jehovah and raised  the 
g rea t  issue. Many o ther sc rip tu res  sup ­
p o r t  th a t  conclusion. S a tan ’s accusing 
charge w as made before the  angels of 
heaven, and hence was known among the 
host of heaven, b u t  not p roperly  u n d e r ­
standab le  and  appreciated am ongst men 
t ill  the  p resen t time. God’s due time now 
appears when those on earth  devoted to

him are  given an unders tand ing  of the 
real issue. The p r im ary  issue raised by 
S a tan ’s defiant challenge w as and is th a t  
of UNIVERSAL DOMINATION.”

To successfully hold the  five-day Theo­
cratic Assembly in St. Louis in the  face 
of both contem ptuous official indifference 
and b i t te r  religious opposition of those 
who would now rule the ea r th  in the place 
and stead of God’s Kingdom  by  Christ, 
th is  in itself was a  t r ium phan t  answ er 
to  S a tan ’s challenge of Je hovah’s univer ­
sal domination. I t  also proved to  be a 
te s t  of the  in teg r ity  of Je hovah’s cove­
n an t  people, bu t  which was fa ithfu lly  
m et by a  multitude, 115,000 strong, to 
the  honour and vindication of Je hovah ’s 
name.

The th rongs packed out the  mammoth 
bowl of The Arena, which seats 25,000, 
filled to overflowing the Hall “A ” eas t ­
w ard  and the Hall “B ” w estw ard  and 
the  rem aining scores of thousands sa t 
out in the grounds and the p a rk  l isten ­
ing to the discourses over loud speakers. 
E very  one heard  perfectly.

At the  southern  end of the  huge oval 
of The Arena was the  speakers’ platform, 
large and spacious, w ith  purple  and white 
d rap ings and w ith  p la tfo rm  rail ings all 
overlaid w ith  shim m ering  gold. I t  was 
also bedecked w ith  ferns and p ink  g lad ­

ioli. Up above this, and th ir te en  feet 
above the Arena floor, was the o rchestra  
pit. w ith  a broad banner  in front, having 
a back-ground of b r ill ian t red, upon 
which was the 1941 year-tex t, “ Salvation 
to our God . . . and  unto the  Lam b.—Rev. 
7 :10,” all in le tte rs  of w hite  bordered 
with g li t te r ing  spangles of gold.

An orchestra  of 126 tra ined  musicians 
and a chorus of several hundred  led th is 
m ultitude in songs of praise. B re th ren  
from every sta te  in the  Union and two 
thousand Canadian b re th ren  attended  the 
convention; also large num bers  from 
Mexico, Cuba and South America. F ield  
service w as engaged in th roughou t t e r r i ­
to ry  of a fifty mile rad ius  of St. Louis. 
H undreds  of thousands of pieces of Bible 
li te ra tu re  were placed d u r in g  th is  g re a t ­
est of Christian  assemblies. 12,000 were 
accommodated a t  the tra i le r  camp on the 
ou tsk ir ts  of the  city. 3,903 p resented  
themselves for w a te r  immersion on the 
Sunday morning. Sunday was “ Children’s 
D ay .” 15,000 children of the  consecrated 
assembled in the  f ron t p a r t  of The Arena 
to hea r  Ju d g e  R u th e r fo rd 's  ta lk  “ Chil­
d ren  of the  K in g .”

T his  w as undoubted ly  the g rea tes t  con­
vention ever held by  the  L o rd ’s people in  
America. F u r th e r  details  w ill be found  
la ter  in th is report.



Theocratic Convention Report of

1941 ASSEMBLY for WORSHIP
LEICESTER - September 3-7

12,000 WORSHIP THE MOST HIGH GOD, JEHOVAH
Epoch-Making

IF EVER the Lord’s people in Britain had con­
clusive proof that JEHOVAH’S THEOCRATIC 

ORGANIZATION is in complete operation and is 
marching forward unwaveringly to final victory 
against all that the Devil may 
contrive against it, tha t proof 
was supplied by the epoch- 
making Theocratic Convention 
held at Leicester from Septem­
ber 3 to 7, 1941. The very fact 
of holding this marvellous as­
sembly for worship in the heat 
of war in this country is a fur­
ther answer to Satan’s challenge 
of universal domination.

There is no exaggeration in 
the term epoch-making. This 
indeed was an outstanding event 
to the Lord’s people, evidence 
of his spirit poured out upon 
his servants, an overwhelming 
testimony also to the fact that 
the Almighty has separated his 
organization from Satan’s world 
and he himself makes every 
provision for their comfort and 
care.

Little did the pressman who 
in his report referred to the 
“superbly efficient organizers” 
realize that here was at least 
one true phrase in a welter of 
calumny. This was the Lord’s 
Convention, called at his direc­
tion, and Jehovah God and 
Christ Jesus saw to it that every 
detail of the assembly was car­
ried out with complete efficiency 
and harmony, despite the fact that the Devil had 
his representatives in Leicester—nor were they by 
any means idle. All who shared in its joys and pri­
vileges echoed the words of the psalmist: “This is 
the Lord’s doing, and it is marvellous in our eyes.”

“JEHOVAH’S WITNESSES IGNORE WAR” 
headlined one newspaper. To a nation in the throes 
of total war, whose politicians speak daily of the

J. F. RUTHERFORD

threat of invasion, the decision of Jehovah’s wit­
nesses to assemble to worship the great Creator 
may well have seemed extraordinary. Certainly no 
other organization, no religious organization, would 
for a moment have considered such a step. But the 

Lord’s people knowing that it 
was his will that they should 
assemble at one place to his 
praise, put themselves in his 
hand, knowing that with Jeho­
vah all things are possible.

And so it proved. Coupled 
with the difficulties inherent in 
the war situation, were deliber­
ate attempts to disrupt the Con­
vention on the part of the “evil 
servant” class. As always Jehovah 
out-manoeuvred the latter. The 
former as time went on proved 
scarcely to be difficulties at all.

Advance Preparations
July 15th the work of organ­

ization commenced. A body of 
ten pioneers established them­
selves at Leicester and at once 
began to call from house to 
house in quest of accommoda­
tion for the brethren. From 
August 1st their number was 
increased to twenty-five. Ad­
vertisements were inserted in 
the local press. Accommodations 
were found at the rate of 150 
a day, and a fortnight before 
the opening of the Convention 
provision had been made for
5,000 brethren. The last fort- 
night saw that figure consider­

ably increased. The people of Leicester showed 
themselves very willing to co-operate, many persons 
of good-will expressing delight to entertain the 
brethren.

It was known that many of the brethren would 
be arriving with housecars, trailers and tents, and 
provision for these was likewise made. A twenty 
acre field on the outskirts of the city was rented,
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and here 750 brethren were comfortably housed. 
This rendezvous, appropriately named “Camp Gid­
eon" was one of the outstanding features of the 
whole assembly.

Transportation: Here might have been a prob­
lem, indeed, for in recent months the Government 
had placed considerable restrictions on travel. 
Early on it was apparent that travel by road, either 
in coach or private car, was almost completely out 
of the question, owing to petrol rationing. Two 
thousand, mostly pioneers, were known to be travel­
ling by bicycle, but this still meant that the railway 
companies were called upon to transport some ten 
thousand of the brethren.

The Lord was about his business, and from the 
first these bodies showed a willing spirit of co­
operation. Guaranteed this avenue the transport­
ation department set up by the Society responded 
readily by obtaining from the various companies 
exact particulars as to the numbers and times of 
brethren travelling. And so. in some cases accom­
modation on trains was reserved for the brethren; 
in other cases special coaches were provided, ami 
in a few instances special ‘'relief” trains were run. 
A highlight of the convention was when the “Glas­
gow Special” steamed in on Tuesday night, bringing 
a joyful band of 600 from all over Scotland; while 
special expresses from London bore no less than 
1,400 Southerners Leicesterwards.

On arrival publishers submitted details of their 
plans for the return journey, the convention trans­
port department co-operating with the railways, the 
Theocratic conventioners left Leicester as they ar­
rived, quietly, orderly, and systematically. Police 
on duty at the Leicester station commented fav­
ourably.

Beyond Expectation
It  was confidently expected that Leicester would 

see the Lord’s people assemble in such numbers as 
never before in this land but the total of over
12,000 attendance at the lecture ‘‘Children of the 
King” on Sunday morning was entirely beyond 
expectations. From the start, however, it was ap­
parent that the Lord purposed to give a mighty 
witness to His name and kingdom. On Wednesday 
already 7,000 brethren were present at the conven­
tion and magazine bags were encountered one might 
say in every street of Leicester.

As was only to be expected this mighty influx did 
not go unheeded by the Devil and his associated 
demons, and mischief was soon afoot. The press 
was not slow to pin the name of “conchies” to the 
brethren, even erroneously “pacifists” in some cases.

Reaction on the part of the “goats” was immediate, 
and a steady flow of abuse began to issue forth.

Reproaches
Brethren engaged in pavement witnessing were 

the chief targets, and patiently bore the same re­
proaches that fell upon their Master when he him ­
self was in similar conspicuous circumstances. Lan­
guage, much of it filthy, was freely hurled at both 
men and women by members of both sexes also. In 
some cases men in uniform stopped brethren in 
the street, and endeavoured to pick a quarrel. The 
culminating point came on Sunday night when a 
brother and sister were attacked by a crowd of 
soldiers, and the brother’s jaw injured. Another 
brother was attacked by a group of soldiers on Sun­
day night in front of the convention grounds and 
was taken to the hospital for treatment. Two sisters 
had their magazine bags and literature taken from 
them and destroyed before their eyes. A young lad 
was the victim of a particularly mean trick, his 
magazine bag strap being cut with scissors by some 
local sneak-thief.

Through all this the brethren remained unruffled, 
having been advised at the opening session that a 
soft answer turneth away wrath. This proper con­
duct served only to infuriate some of the billy-goats 
the more, and there were several instances of de­
monism in action. One man drove his car up to a 
sound machine and set the engine running to drown 
the Kingdom message. Finding this of 11 0 avail he 
crossed t h e road and smashed the phonograph re­
cord of a publisher who was calling from house to 
house. Several people bought copies of the booklet 
God and the State and the Watchtower from pave­
ment witnesses, and immediately tore them up, 
while a woman was so far out of her mind as to 
point to her infant son, shouting: “His father’s a 
soldier, and when he grows up he’s going to be a 
sold ier too.”

More subtly the Devil got to work by means of a 
Jesuitically-minded press. A scare was raised to 
the effect that the presence of Jehovah’s witnesses 
meant that the Leicester people would be deprived 
of food, and this appeal to mass selfishness met with 
a ready response in many quarters. The true facts 
were that ample catering arrangements were made, 
and most of the brethren brought their own rations, 
but throughout the convention the hue and cry was 
maintained, and one National newspaper even went 
so far as to print the lie that the brethren left the 
city foodless. The Lord manoeuvred certain of 
these devisers of mischief, however, so that they 
made jackasses of themselves. I t  was darkly hinted
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Theocratic “Special” arriving from London

in some newspapers that there would he no cigar­
ettes for Leicester people, as the witnesses would 
grab them all. They were compelled to swallow 
their words when it was pointed out that Jehovah’s 
witnesses do not smoke.

Malice once aroused was not slow to set in motion 
other slanders. One was to the effect that Jehovah’s 
witnesses must all be loafers and slackers seeing 
that so many could arrange to be at one place at 
the same time. Pointed references were made to 
“stalwart men and women,” and the advice was 
freely given that they might be better employed 
harvesting or making munitions. How could it be 
expected that the world could appreciate a zeal 
which would determine every one of Jehovah’s 
people to answer his call to worship at any cost or 
sacrifice, even at the “sacrifice” of their only week 
of holiday in the year?

One brother as he stood in the gutter was told by 
an irate passer-by: “You’ll do anything but work.” 
That brother is a Durham miner, engaged in the 
hardest toil that the Devil’s organization can im­
pose upon human creatures. Such blind followers 
of the blind “god of this world” deserve to end up 
in the ditch they're heading for.

Another brazen piece of lying, worthy of Dr. 
Goebbels himself, or bis teacher of the Vatican, 
was to the effect that Jehovah’s witnesses intended 
to pay for their “holiday” with the money they re­
ceived from literature placed with the people of 
Leicester. One brother, greeted with this accusa­
tion by a woman at the door, hastened to make 
known to her the true facts, whereupon she burst 
into tears, exclaimed: “It’s wicked!” and expressed 
herself as determined to lose no opportunity of 
correcting this calumny.

"Sheep" Identify Themselves
While some cursed, swore, blasphemed—as did 

one crowd of men and girls heard chanting “Down 
with Jehovah” nor hesitated to seek occasions to 
offer violence—on the other hand there were many 
in Leicester who assuredly will shortly be found 
among the “great multitude.” Foremost among 
these will be some of the hospitable householders 
who took the brethren into their homes—and many 
of them into their hearts also. In some few cases, 
notably among the Catholic population, brethren 
were refused admittance to homes where they had 
arranged to receive accommodation, but in most 
cases the brethren were made heartily welcome. 
Some householders surrendered their own beds to 
brethren, others insisted on giving up their meat 
rations to provide a Sunday dinner for the visitors. 
Everywhere the account was the same, of landladies 
and their families listening intently and intelli­
gently to the kingdom message, expressing their 
appreciation, and promising to attend the lectures. 
Many a model study was conducted by the breth­
ren with these householders during the evenings 
of their stay.

One lady who, though an invalid, surrendered 
her bed to a pioneer sister, said she was disgusted 
with the Leicester people, and she was not the only 
one. One Leicester lady, hearing of a supposed 
shortage of food, arrived at the De Montfort Hall 
with an offer to entertain six publishers to lunch 
each day. Two witnesses who asked the way to a 
cafe of a man in the street found themselves in­
vited to lunch at his own home, with an invitation 
to come again.

A pioneer sister who got into conversation with 
a girl of about the same age at a bus stop found her 
listener so thrilled with the kingdom message that 
she asked if she could come “all day on Sunday.” 
She was assured she would be most welcome and, 
come Sunday, there they both were, strolling arm 
in arm through the De Montfort Gardens, setting a 
pretty conundrum as to which was the happier- 
looking of the two. A sister who took a dog that 
had been injured by a car back to its mistress 
placed literature with the lady and the crowd of 
sympathetic neighbours, and arranged a model 
study for th e next evening at the mistress’s house. 
Maybe Fido suffered in a good cause.

Two of the boys from Kingdom Farms found 
themselves received into the home of a wealthy 
Leicester business man. Host and hostess invited 
them to return for a holiday at any time, begged 
them to correspond, and declared: “As soon as y o u  

walked into the house we said to each other. ‘Hero
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come two honest men.’” A pioneer brother and 
sister as they parted from their kindly host and 
hostess heard ringing in their ears the statement: 
“We wish you were staying all the winter.”

Discipline
It is the Lord, not his people, who has a contro­

versy with the nations. Any trouble that occurred 
was not sought by the Lord’s people. Let the Leic­
ester firebrands, both civilian and military, the 
“patriotic” agent-provocateurs who lacked but a 
flag to make the counterpart of their American 
brother-hoodlums, bear in mind that had they been 
dealing with any other people than Jehovah’s wit­
nesses their city might well have been the scene of 
ugly deeds which would have sullied its name for 
a very long time.

Under emphatic Theocratic direction to avoid 
all disturbance at any cost, the brethren exhibited 
a discipline that was beyond praise. Chief source 
of provocation was the military element, well re­
presented in Leicester, with its parade ground 
adjoining the convention grounds. The first sign 
of trouble, however, manifested itself not at the 
convention hall, but at “Camp Gideon,” which no 
doubt offered a more fruitful site for mischief- 
making.

Mischief
On Thursday evening two sisters were returning 

from the farm nearby, whither they had gone to 
fetch milk to the camp, when they spied a handful 
of members of the Home Guard (a uniformed body 
recruited in each district, and trained to deal with 
enemy parachutists) crawling along close to some 
of the tents and flashing torches. Becoming sus­
picious, especially when a request to see their 
identity cards was not pressed, they hastilyinformed 
brothers who had not yet retired for the night.

The warning was timely, for a few moments later 
clouds of smoke were seen issuing from among the 
tents in the centre of the camp. Brothers who 
hastened hotspeed to the spot were just in time to 
see half-a-dozen men in khaki battledress dashing 
for the nearby railway line, some of them uproot­
ing guy-ropes as they went. Some few tents were 
wrecked and their occupants, mostly women and 
children, were caused some discomfort.

Dense clouds of filthy smoke from home-made 
smoke bombs drifted across the camp for several 
minutes, and from them emerged another detach­
ment of Home Guardsmen led by an officer who 
officiously, if somewhat agitatedly, demanded to 
see the identity cards of all present. At this point

the police intervened, holding up a third body of 
Home Guardsmen who arrived down the road in 
cars. The Home Guard leader threatened to arrest 
all the brethren who could not produce their iden­
tity cards, but took no such action when a number 
declared theirs were in other parts of the camp. 
The Police authorities seemed satisfied that un­
authorised work had been afoot, but the brethren, 
having provided them with the evidence of smoke 
bomb canisters and a khaki forage cap picked up 
on the camp grounds, and having been assured by 
a police inspector called to the spot that the inci­
dent would not be repeated were well satisfied with 
the night’s work. Altogether thirty soldiers of the 
Home Guard took part in this mischief between 
eleven and midnight. Thereafter the police kept 
a strict watch around the camp premises, and 
there were no further incidents.

Brethren on the spot had no doubt in their 
minds that the invaders planned to use the smoke 
screen as a cover to the despicable work of uproot­
ing as many tents as possible, and causing chaos in 
the camp. But the Lord upset their evil designs, 
as he has done in far bigger things before, and will 
do yet again.

Intruders
Checked at the outpost of “Camp Gideon” the 

demons thereupon transferred their fields of opera­
tion to the hub of affairs at the De Montfort Hall. 
On Friday night one of the brethren who acted as 
night patrol of the property guard encountered a 
small body of soldiers who had climbed the railings 
into the convention grounds, and who were hiding 
in the bushes. In the scuffle that followed the 
brother was knocked unconscious (he recovered in 
about twenty minutest, but assistance was on the 
spot at once.

Some newspapers rail these “cranks”
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A stalwart Bethel brother who learned how to 
take care of himself whilst pioneering in Southern 
Ireland, faced the intruders with a crowbar, and 
threatened to “bash the brains out’' of the first one 
who moved (what a pacifist! ). Not one of the six 
soldiers accepted the invitation and were thus held 
at bay until the police arrived removing the 
soldiers in the “Black Maria.”

The following night some civilians broke into the 
grounds and pinned one of the brothers, a night 
guard, up against the railings. Brethren soon came 
to his rescue giving one of the hooligans a good can­
ing until he beat a retreat clearing the five foot fence 
in one jump. Finally on Sunday night the remnants 
of a querulous crowd which had growled outside 
the main gates most of the day removed the rear 
gates of the De Montfort Gardens from its hinges, 
and invited the brethren to attack them. Under 
this, as under every form of provocation, the breth­
ren maintained a dignified and restrained attitude, 
and let their adversaries howl in vain. And so once 
again the demons were foiled.

Not a single item of damage was done to either 
the convention hall or the gardens, which the 
brethren had undertaken to protect. Perhaps the 
Leicester people who set up a howl because their 
hall was let to such a body of law-abiding citizens, 
who paid every penny that they were asked for it, 
will reflect in their more sober moments what might 
have happened to their property if their own de­
monized citizens had been able to incite the riot 
which their intention was to bring about.

Local Authorities
One fact that stood out amidst all this contro­

versy was the friendly attitude of the local police. 
All the convention officials who came in touch with 
them praised their courtesy and willing spirit of 
co-operation. The police of Britain are proud of 
their reputation for integrity, and although the war 
circumstances have brought into being organiza­
tions, such as the Home Guard, which in some de­
gree are a law unto themselves, events at Leicester 
manifested that the officers of the law show no dis­
position to relinquish their role as guardians of the 
public safety.

On their part the Lord’s people amply demon­
strated that they were anxious to do nothing to 
embarrass the authorities of Leicester. When com­
plaints were voiced that the brethren were crowd­
ing workers from the tramcars during rush hours, 
and that they were denuding the cafes to the detri­
ment of the latter, steps were immediately taken to 
silence the criticism. The brethren were requested

not to patrouise local restaurants, and the following 
resolution was passed and submitted to the press 
and published by them:

"In view of the statement made in the local 
press concerning the inconvenience to the local 
townspeople by the witnesses of Jehovah, we 
wish it to be made known that we do not 
desire to interfere in any way with the ordi­
nary transit of the city, and the convention 
delegates have decided not to use the buses and 
trams during the rush hours, namely 12 to 1 
and 4 to 7.

“ We have come to Leicester in order to wor­
ship Almighty God in accordance with the 
instructions set forth in the Bible, and we 
appreciate the kindness shown us by thousands 
of Leicester people both in their homes and 
in the door-to-door service. We wish to draw 
the attention of the people to Mr. J. Hemery’s 
statement made public this afternoon that we 
are not pacifists or against the prosecution of 
the war in this country.

’̂ e  like all Christian people in this country 
are supporting God’s kingdom as outlined in 
the prayer ’Thy kingdom come, Thy will be 
done on earth.” '
Again it must be emphasized that it was the sel­

fish, goat-like element of the city which was at the 
root of all the troubles. The authorities were not 
unfriendly. True, the Leicester A.R.P. (Air Raid 
Precautions) Committee publicly washed its hands 
of responsibility for the brethren in the event of a 
blitz on the city—but how could they, in the midst 
of a faithless and perverse generation, be expected 
to know that Jehovah, having called his people to 
worship had power even over the dreaded Luft­
waffe to prevent them from interfering.

No Cause for Complaint
While shoppers grumbled even while drawing 

their full rations about the food of which they 
were being deprived, the Leicester Food Office 
raised no opposition, nor made complaint, sure 
testimony that no regulation within their juris­
diction was being infringed. As a matter of fact, 
on leaving the city Jehovah’s witnesses made a gift 
of 600 lbs. of bread to the Leicester Royal Infirmary 
and another large consignment was received by the 
Guardians Committee for the benefit of the poor. 
Estimates suggest that well over £9,000 must have 
been spent by the brethren on beds and breakfast 
alone. No, the “city fathers” had little cause for 
complaint. With such, money does a lot of talking, 
and the brethren of necessity brought much of it 
to Leicester.



1. Theocratic nomads
2. Dwelling together in unity
3. A wee Scots laddie getting ready for the fecht 
4. Twins share as information walkers

5 . An opportunist
6. Smiles from “Camp Gideon”
7. A boy and his dog
8 . Kiddies waiting for admission on Children’s Day
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Thousands queue for tea

The transport authorities, and their employees, 
also had good reason to sit hack and feel satisfied. 
Not only did they reap a rich harvest of fares daily, 
but on Sunday morning the Society took over the 
entire tramway system of the city and ran it for a 
few hours in the interests of the brethren. Leic­
ester trams on a Sunday do not commence to run 
until well on into the morning, and the brethren 
had to be at De Montfort Hall by 9 a.m. for the 
first session. Drivers and conductors willingly 
volunteered their services in return for double rates 
of pay. and the expenses were met by a standard 
charge of 6d. per ticket to the brethren. The con­
vention tramway dept, sold 6.000 tickets in advance 
for t his special Sunday morning service.

Even here Satan sensed an opportunity for mis­
representation. "Jehovah-ites Got Trams; Work­
ers Walk” headlined the London “News Chronicle’" 
next day. l o u  also note the implication that Jeho­
vah's witnesses are not included among the 
"workers?”

Street Witness Questioned
The most significant encounter between authority 

of this world and Jehovah’s Theocratic organiza­
tion came, however, upon the issue of pavement 
witnessing.

On July 22nd a permit was issued by the Chief 
Constable of Leicester for the street work to be 
done by the brethren. On Wednesday and Thurs­
day of the convention upwards of 1,000 brethren 
were in the business district standing ten yards 
apart with booklets, magazines and folders, some 
bearing signs advertising the lectures of Saturday 
and Sunday. (The remaining 5,000 field workers 
were confined to the residential section of the city >. 
Such a spectacle unto men and angels speedily

stirred up the wrath of opposers of the Theocracy. 
The usual tactics of coercion were employed, phone- 
calls and letters of protest pouring into the police 
headquarters.

The first reaction was apparent wh en Leicester 
local papers came into the hands of the brethren 
on Thursday evening, announcing the surprising 
news “Leicester police step in. Witnesses’ pave­
ment sales banned.” Later that evening A. D. 
Schroeder announced from the platform that the 
convention committee knew nothing of any ban. 
and that the work would go on in the same way on 
the morrow.

At an interview with the Deputy Chief of Police 
the next day the brethren pointed out that they 
held a letter from the Chief constable authorising 
the pavement witness to be done in any part of the 
city provided no obstruction was caused. The De­
puty Chief held that this authority was given to 
the local brethren and did not cover the increased 
activity of the convention. He was advised that 
the work would be continued, and that in the city 
centre the brethren would be spaced at intervals of 
thirty yards; furthermore that literature would be 
presented free to any interested person.

Public Reaction
The day following there were many furious looks 

cast at the faithful brethren as they assembled once 
more for the street witnessing, and the newspapers 
of Friday night made another attempt to intimi­
date the bold men, women and children—for the 
courage of the pavement witnesses was remark­
able—-by declaring that under a bye-law dated 1868 
no pamphlet of any kind could be distributed in 
the streets, even free of charge.

The work, nevertheless, continued, and on Satur­
day a few names and addresses were taken by the 
police. By now, feeling among the billy-goats was 
running very high, and it was almost as much as a 
citizen of Leicester dare do as to approach one of 
the witnesses in the gutter, for fear of being butted 
by his neighbours. Brethren in trams were subjec­
ted to open insults by fellow-passengers and con­
ductors and conductresses, but through it all the 
Lord’s people kept right on doing the work their 
God commanded them to do, and Jehovah saw to 
it that his invisible protectors were abroad in the 
streets to shield his servants from all harm.

This controversy, blazed abroad in heavy head­
lines by newspapers all over the country, will un­
doubtedly cause a great stir in all those parts of the 
country where pavement witnessing is carried out. 
While many in Leicester seemed to yearn for fascist
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action to deny Jehovah’s witnesses the right of free­
dom of worship and freedom of speech, there was 
evidence that some heartily disapproved of this 
attempt to gag the message of the Kingdom. One 
shopkeeper called from his shop: “Good luck! I ’m 
glad to see you carrying on.’' A young man after 
loitering nervously for some time approached a sister 
and said: “Please tell me all about it. I admire your 
pluck, and its wonderful the way you people are 
organized.” A Czech refugee, despite angry looks 
from passers-by, spent twenty minutes in conver­
sation with a brother in the heart of the city, and 
promised to call at the bookroom for literature in 
his native tongue. One lady expressed her appre­
ciation to an elderly sister in the words: “That 
message for only twopence?”

A school teacher met by a pioneer on the street 
work, wrote to her the next day as follows: “By 
the papers you seem to have been up against it in 
Leicester, but I expect you meet with a mixed re­
ception in most places, and know it to proceed from 
ignorance of mind both organized and unorganized. 
Your reaction to it all shows dignity and charity, 
and will only result in making the man-in-the-street 
respect you.”

The Military
In fairness it must be said that not only the po­

lice, but the military authorities did their best to 
maintain order. The Major of the regiment sta­
tioned locally is understood to have expressed him­
self as willing to do all in his power to prevent any 
trouble from a military source, and there were 
many in khaki who expressed appreciation of the 
kingdom message. The Major sent sev eral military 
police to patrol outside the convention grounds.

Two military officers approached one sister (one 
with a Bible in hand, which he always carried 
with him he said), and said they were keenly inter­
ested in the Theocracy. A stalwart Cumberland 
farmer brother, a veteran of the last war, spent a 
pleasant time explaining why he had transferred 
his allegiance from earthly rulers to that of the 
Theocracy to two “ tommies.'' One of the Hoe  
Guard who took part in the night raid on “Camp 
Gideon” expressed himself to a sister as follows: 
“ I’ve spent twelve hours working in a factory today, 
and now I’m called upon to take part in this silly 
nonsense. It's all a lot of rot.”

Men in the uniform of Army, Navy. R.A.I.. Ma­
rines, Auxiliary Fire Services, police and A.R.P. 
wardens were to be seen mingling among the crowds 
during the public addresses, and one of the most 
dramatic declarations was that of a young soldier, 
newly acquainted with the truth, who told how his

commanding officer had granted him an extension 
of leave in response to a telegram expressing the 
wish to attend all the sessions of the Theocratic 
convention. This brother was loudly applauded 
when he affirmed his determination to stand for 
the Theocracy.

Dividing the People
if there was one fact that clearly stood out in the 

minds of the breth ren as a result of the experiences 
at Leicester it was this—that the Lord, in fulfil­
ment of his expressed purpose, is now carrying out 
a sharp dividing work in the earth. In this Midland 
city, typical of so many in Britain, by the time the 
Theocratic convention of Jehovah’s witnesses 
readied its close there were sheep and there were 
goats. A division was created there among the citi­
zens, a breach that will never be closed. The mighty 
and unparalleled witness to the great Theocracy 
within its borders has made that certain.

That there are goats now was amply demon­
strated, and their blind and malicious hatred 
against those who came to them voluntarily with 
Jehovah’s message1 of life provided a new insight to 
the Scriptural statement that they shall not be 
lamented when a just retribution falls upon them 
at Armageddon.

But the sheep! Blessed indeed are those breth ­
ren in the Leicester company whose lot it will be to 
gather in the by no means small addition to the 
“great multitude. Lot entertained angels, the 
spiritual messengers of Jehovah, unawares, and 
thereby was saved when Sodom was destroyed. 
These "other sheep of Leicester, many of whom 
doubtless little knew who they were to entertain, 
or that once again the Lord was sending his mes­
sengers among men to try them, when they offered

Q u eu e  f o r  l u n ch
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Outside the book room

their beds and their food and their kindness to 
Jehovah’s witnesses.

Well, the Lord has promised them a rich reward, 
the great privilege of sitting down with Abraham. 
Isaac and Jacob in His kingdom. Thanks be to 
Jehovah that the day is not far distant when not 
only they but all of the Lord’s people will witness 
these faithful princes in full control in the earth, 
and all surviving mankind will rejoice in that 
blessed spirit of concord and peace and exaltation 
which was the keynote of this Leicester Theocratic 
convention.

Christianity Calling
The convention was given such national publicity 

that three leading Protestant clergymen from Lon­
don, the “Revs.” A. D. Belden, W. Oyler-Waterhouse 
and Eric Tilton, sent the following telegram to the 
convention on the Friday:

CHRISTIANITY CALLING. UNITING 
PROGRESSIVE CHRISTIANS IN ALL 
CHURCHES. CONGRATULATE JEHO­
VAH’S WITNESSES ON THEIR MORAL 
COURAGE AND BRAVE STAND FOR 
FREEDOM OF CONSCIENCE AND OPIN­
ION. WE DO THIS MOST WARMLY EVEN 
THOUGH WE DISAGREE W ITH MUCH 
OF TH EIR  TEACHINGS.

Several of the Leicester clergy were present at 
various sessions. One “reverend gentleman” invited 
a brother into his house with the question: “What 
is it that you’ve got that we haven’t? ” The brother 
lost no time in giving a witness. A Baptist clergy­
man who had attended several of the sessions and 
who had many a discussion with a brother staying 
at the same hotel insisted on being the brother’s 
porter carrying his bag to the railway station on 
the Monday morning.

Even in Parliament a question was asked the 
Home Secretary as to Jehovah’s witnesses holding 
this large assembly in war time at Leicester.

So much for the stir caused on the outside by 
this great assembly. Now for a report of the breth­
ren themselves and the convention proceedings.

Pleasant Surroundings
What of this city of Leicester? Brethren found 

it pleasant, clean and spacious, with broad ways, 
many fine buildings, a conspicuous absence of 
slums, and several beautiful parks. Radiating from 
the busy centre of the city were bus and tram 
routes to all parts with frequent services. Brethren 
were unanimous in speaking of the cleanliness of 
the dwellings which were their homes for the five 
days of the convention. The people revealed them­
selves as homely, and industriously engaged in the 
many factories which both in war and peace em­
ploy the greater part of the many thousands of the 
city's workers.

The first sight of the De Montfort Hall and Gar­
dens was an experience eagerly awaited by the 
brethren. While they had heard much to enthuse 
them to keen anticipation of many rich pleasures 
to come, special stress had been laid on the marvel­
lous provision the Lord had made for the great 
assembly together with its pleasant surroundings.

Brethren who walked up the rise from the rail­
way station and came upon the wide and spacious 
approach to the Victoria Park must have experi­
enced an anticipatory surge of expectance, which 
became a thrill of joy when they obtained their 
first glimpse of the convention grounds.

Built in 1913 and with Judge Rutherford one of 
the first to address an audience within it, the De 
Montfort Hall is a magnificent building, kept 
beautifully clean and fresh. The Lord could not 
have chosen a more fitting spot for His people, for 
in addition to the Hall itself, capable of holding
3,000, there was accommodation for several thou­
sands more in a vast natural am phitheatre in the 
gardens adjoining. One of the most appreciated 
features incidentally were these same gardens, in 
which the brethren were able to stroll amid trees, 
and along grassy ways, flanked by attractive flower 
beds. The privilege of enjoying these gardens was 
one that was fully appreciated by all who attended, 
and one of the complimentary testimonies to the 
Theocratic spirit which inspired the gathering was 
that of the park keeper, who stated not a single 
flower was picked or even disturbed by any of the 
hundreds of children present.
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Even the weather became ideal for this blessed 
event. The sun smiled by day and the moon beamed 
by night. The sun was so strong and hot the first 
few days of the convention that it seemed Leicester 
was going to be an exact duplicate of St. Louis even 
to the detail of a heat wave. For the five weeks 
prior to the convention the weather throughout the 
country was unsettled full of rain and showers and 
cold weather. Since the accommodation of the 
large audiences at the convention depended largely 
upon warm weather, the Lord blessed the event 
accordingly and all praise belongs to him for Hie 
smile of approval.

Vision of God's Organization
The brethren had heard much of Jehovah’s 

organization in preceding months, and now he 
graciously permits them to see it in full operation. 
By all that occurred both before and during this 
convention it was manifest that the Theocratic 
Government is indeed functioning under the direc­
tion of Christ Jesus; that it functions with a har­
mony that wrings tribute even from those that hate 
it; that this mighty organization of the Lord hence­
forth functions independently of every element of 
Satan’s world, which from now on it is IN A POSI­
TION TO IGNORE; and that every effort of Satan 
and his forces to embarrass it the Lord turns, as 
ever, to their own confusion. And now the proof 
of these statements.

“Jerusalem,” cried the exultant psalmist, “is 
builded as a city compact together,” and his glad 
cry was echoed by every one of Jehovah’s witnesses 
who beheld how every minute detail of the assembly 
was planned and carried out without even a ripple 
of discord. The huge five-day programme of dis­
courses, songs and declarations was carried through 
without a hitch, and in every case to the very 
minute. There was never an interruption, for the 
husky band of ushers took good care that anyone 
who even slightly resembled a trouble-maker did 
not even get a glimpse inside De Montfort Hall.

Convention Accommodation
The many needs of the twelve thousand Theo­

cratic publishers in the course of the day were 
admirably cared for. In the days immediately pre­
ceding the convention a body of pioneer brothers 
of the construction department—they included 
ships’ riggers, carpenters, works’ foremen and a 
master builder—erected the fifteen tents or mar­
quees on the grounds. The two largest tents were 
240 feet by 30 and 200 by 40. Every bit of the 
four acres of the convention grounds was utilized

and laid out for the assembly. After the final 
erection of all the tents, paths and parking spaces 
the whole grounds looked like a circus come 
to town, with De Montfort Hall in the centre of a 
field of canvas all properly camouflaged. Aircraft 
flew many times over the grounds to check the 
camouflage which was finally adjusted to the satis­
faction of the authorities.

These large tents housed the two catering depart­
ments; one on the north side of the grounds and 
the other dining tent on the south side. Two more 
large tents furnished sheltered seating for 4,000. 
Smaller tents were used to house the various depart« 
inents necessary for the organization of the con­
vention. Prior to the convention Leicester official­
dom declared that tents of any sort were unobtain­
able as the government had taken them all over for 
the military. But there was a Theocratic govern­
ment in the picture also, and these tents were found 
by the Lord’s grace and were brought from London 
on three ten-ton lorries.

Feeding the Multitude
All the catering was undertaken and supervised 

by the Society. Kingdom Farms furnished large 
supplies of vegetables including two tons of toma­
toes. For six weeks prior to the convention stores of 
all kinds of unrationed foods were purchased and 
stored in two warehouses in Leicester. A local bak­
ery firm, operated by people friendly to the truth 
gave close co-operation. However, the demand for 
baked goods was so great that he turned his bakery 
over to the Society which in turn supplied their 
own master-bakers from volunteers, and so supplies 
continued uninterrupted. Not a soul went unpro­
vided for, and that without imposing any burden 
upon the people of Leicester. The Lord supplied

Wilf. Emery and his gang of “heavies”
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every material need and the multitude was well fed. 
In view of all the war time difficulties the feeding 
of the brethren was providential bringing to mind 
Jesus’ feeding the five thousand.

Opening Session
At last Wednesday 2 p.m. was here. The glori­

ous convention opened on time. The Hall was 
packed, the amphitheatre was full, joyfully seven 
thousand sang the opening songs in conjunction 
with the orchestra, chorus and organ. My! what 
sweet praises were sung to the Most High and what 
volume! The chairman’s opening greetings were 
given followed by an outline of all convention field 
service activity. All these instructions were care­
fully followed. Now it was three o’clock, another 
song was sung and then came the first great feature 
of the convention—Judge Rutherford’s opening 
address. It was heard crystal clear throughout the 
grounds, hall, tents and amphitheatre accomplished 
through one of the finest sound engineering hook­
ups in this country', all built, designed and operated 
by servants of the Theocracy . Every one paid close 
attention, just as if the whole audience was sitting 
before Judge Rutherford at St. Louis. (The three 
sets of recordings for this convention were flown 
over the Atlantic by transatlantic airmail shortly 
after the St. Louis convention. These were the 
finest and clearest recordings ever received of Judge 
Rutherford's broadcasts, 

The subject of “Integrity,” with its new light 011  

the Book of Job, was an unexpected thrill. Every­
one was encouraged by this rev elation that the suf­
ferings of that “hated” one, Job, who had done no 
wrong, pictured the sufferings of the Lord’s rem­
nant and their companions today, and that a faith­
fulness like to Job’s would result in a reward as 
bounteous as he enjoyed when his integrity had

been proved under severe test. T h e  brethren duly 
noted the emphatic statement of Judge Rutherford 
that the issue was that of UNIVERSAL DOMIN­
ATION, and resolved henceforth to resist to the 
utmost the Devil’s mighty campaign to dominate 
the whole of living flesh. At the conclusion of this 
wonderful lecture the following cable was sent to 
Judge Rutherford:

7,000 YOUR BRITISH BRETHREN OPEN­
ED ASSEMBLY FOR WORSHIP TODAY. 
DELIGHTED TO HEAR YOUR VOICE 
AGAIN. GREATLY APPRECIATE YOUR 
TALK “INTEGRITY.” OUR ZEAL FOR 
THE THEOCRACY HAS BEEN THOR­
OUGHLY AROUSED. WE ARE D ETER­
MINED TO MAINTAIN OUR INTEGRITY 
COME WHAT MAY AND FIGHT AGAINST 
SATAN’S BID FOR UNIVERSAL DOMIN­
ATION. — LEICESTER THEOCRATIC  
ASSEM BLY.

Wednesday Evening
Wednesday evening J. Hemery, vigorous and con­

fident, jubilant and exultant, even as the president 
revealed himself, lost no time in communicating to 
his audience some of the reasons for his enthu­
siasm. The brethren hung upon his words as he 
stressed the statement, "This is not our swan song," 
rejoiced as he exclaimed, “We shall meet again 
next year. I don’t think it will be here in Leicester, 
for they don’t seem to like us very much,” and 
pondered deeply over his suggestion tha t Nazism 
wa-s only a passing and preliminary phase, and that 
the great clash of the two opposing organizations 
is yret to come. The brethren were delighted to 
know of a probable further opportunity to contact 
those whom the present emergency of war holds in 
a tight grip with a "quick, sharp witness,” and 
were keenly appreciative of his exposition of the 
abundant qualifications of the faithful princes for 
their positions of authority in control of the new 
earth.

Following J. Hemery a discourse was given on 
"Zone and Regional Servants’ Duties” and a call 
given to all brethren to give closer heed to organ­
ization instructions, to abide carefully within the 
fold and render that true obedience to the higher 
{lowers, Jehovah, the Theocrat and Christ Jesus, 
the King.

The Second Day
The morning of the second day was spent in the 

field service by nearly five thousand publishers. 
By the afternoon a few more hundred brethren 
arrived at the assembly bringing the attendance on 
Thursday to 7,500. The brethren throughout the
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grounds listened carefully to the discourses dealing 
with “Pavement Witnessing,” “Study Groups” and 
the “Victory Song.” J. Hemery spoke again Thurs­
day afternoon further developing his theme—-The 
Theocracy now here. He elaborated 011 Daniel 
2:44, “In the days of these kings shall the God of 
heaven SET UP a kingdom,” showing the “setting 
up” meant action just like a phonograph SET UP 
means running the lecture. The THEOCRACY 
is now here and taking ACTION.

Thursday evening after several songs and many 
interesting declarations, the convention servant 
spoke on “Zone Assembly and its purpose” ; the 
point being made that Jehovah was dealing with a 
people just as in the days of Israel, and that as in 
Israel it was necessary for the people to assemble 
together to gain the Lord’s instructions. For this 
reason it was vitally necessary for everyone to attend 
this great assembly for worship and for the same 
reason zone assemblies are of vital importance to 
be attended at least twice each year. The chairman 
concluded the evening session with a discourse 
“When The Righteous Rule.”

Field Campaign
By Friday the convention was gaining momentum 

and the attendances rose to 8,500 for the day. 
Another host of locusts covered the city during the 
morning in regular field service, the field service 
plans being that each day the same territory be 
covered. By placing two publishers with phono­
graphs to do the house to house work on each 
block, two publishers on the street work with the 
magazines and two Information walking, in this 
manner of field organization it was possible to 
put five thousand brethren in the residential parts 
of the city and another thousand on the streets in 
the business centre. Thus Leicester, a city of
300,000, received a concentrated locust attack each 
day and every soul knew that Jehovah’s witnesses 
were in town holding a great convention.

Pioneers
Friday afternoon the Convention Servant spoke 

011 “Pioneer’s Place in the Organization.” 1,250 
pioneers were seated in the front part of the Hall. 
W hat a stirring sight it was to see all those full 
time zealous warriors of the Theocracy. What a 
happy band! They gathered every shilling they 
could get to come to this great convention. The 
Lord saw7 to it that everyone of these full time ser­
vants attended this assembly for worship. A. D. 
Schroeder opened with a surprise by reading to 
this vast convention Judge Rutherford’s informal 
talk to the pioneers at St. Louie. Judge Ruther­

ford’s words opened: “Well, it should refresh any­
one’s heart to greet a company of real fighters, 
that are not only willing to fight, but to fight for 
the greatest thing that has ever been known or ever 
will be known, namely, the great Theocratic Gov­
ernment.” Applause after applause followed the 
reading of this speech. The most touching part 
which greatly moved all the brethren to unprece­
dented applause were the following closing words 
of Judge Rutherford: “You saw a supposed picture 
in the (St. Louis) paper the other day of an old, 
tall, baldy man—that picture says, ‘This is the 
leader.’ I am glad the Lord understands. He knows 
that this is not the leader, but this is just one of 
the boys fighting along with you. I was born to 
fight for righteousness, and by the grace of the 
Lord, I will keep on doing it. . . . Don’t think you 
are the whole thing yourself because you are a 
pioneer. When you go, work a town, and work it 
up and get ready to leave; don’t leave until you 
have turned over to some zealous local witness for 
the Lord the full results of your work so that they 
can carry on. Keep on encouraging those who love 
the Lord, and want to do His will.”

The afternoon programme continued with fur­
ther advice to the pioneers and several extremely 
interesting declarations from some of these front 
line fighters. A timely talk followed on the counsel 
and advice given in the May 15th Watchtower on 
“Noah’s Day.”

British Review
The Friday evening session was opened by J. 

Hemery giving a review of the work in the British 
field during the past fifty years. He gave a brief 
history of the work in this country from its start 
in London about 1888. He stated that there were 
two brothers in attendance at this assembly who

Joining the full-time ranks
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Inside general catering tent

have been faithful in the work since 1888. (J. 
Hemery was one of the two). The evening session 
continued with a most instructive Theocratic ser­
vice meeting conducted by four of the brothers 
from London. A discourse on ‘“Covenant Obliga­
tions” finished off the Friday programme.

The Big Day
Saturday, the big day of the convention, now 

arrived. Hundreds more of the brethren were 
rolling into the convention city. The attendances 
were now well over the ten thousand mark. The 
climax in the field service was reached when 6,177 
faithful publishers were in the field facing the 
rising tide of resentment and opposition. The 
brethren hurriedly returned from the field, went 
to the dining tents for their lunch to get ready for 
an early opening of the afternoon’s session.

Promptly at 1: 30 the afternoon songs and decla­
rations opened followed at 2 o’clock by a most 
instructive talk on “Advice to Kingdom Publishers.’" 
Between 2:30 and 3 o’clock the vast throng were 
being assembled, marshalled and seated for the 
great public lecture by Judge Rutherford to be 
given at 3 p .m . on COMFORT ALL THAT 
MOURN. This was to be the focus point of the 
whole convention. An air of expectancy pervaded 
the entire assembly. The orchestra rendered a few 
selections. Then prompt at three the chairman 
made a brief opening announcement concluding by 
saying that “we will now be tuned into the vast 
convention of Jehovah’s witnesses assembled at St. 
Louis, Missouri to hear Judge Rutherford’s great 
lecture COMFORT ALL THAT MOURN.”

Judge Rutherford's Voice
Then burst forth over the speakers the closing 

refrains of the orchestra at St. Louis. The Ameri­

can chairman’s introduction followed, then boomed 
forth the clear, bold, pleasing and familiar voice 
of Judge Rutherford, as strong and better than ever 
before. Everyone sat spellbound, quiet, following 
every word being uttered. And when the magic 
name of Daniel did indeed fall upon their ears one 
could sense a great sigh of satisfaction wafted 
through the audience. What was that? “The king 
of the north” the Axis powers and “the king of the 
south’ the British Commonwealth of Nations? 
Ah! that was the key. For months many of the 
brethren throughout Britain had been wondering 
when the Lord would open up an understanding of 
the great prophecy at Daniel 11 and now here this 
precious great key was being presented to them. 
As the lecture continued a promise was given that 
a lull exposition of Daniel 11 would be forthcoming 
in the Watchtower. The delight of the brethren 
knew no bounds and the applause at the conclusion 
of the address was thunderous. What a sense of 
deep satisfaction that the beastly combine known 
as the “Axis powers” was certain to end and fail in 
its efforts to dominate the world, and that the Theo­
cratic Government which Jehovah was setting up 
would proceed to full establishment despite all 
that the Devil could hurl against it.

Immediately following this epoch-making lec­
ture the chairman read the following cable which 
had come from the American brethren:

TO LEICESTER ASSEMBLY SAY YOUR 
FELLOW SERVANTS ASSEMBLED 115,000 
STRONG AT ST LOUIS. BID OUR BRITISH 
BRETHREN BE VERY COURAGEOUS AND 
HOLD FAST YOUR INTEGRITY. THEO­
CRATIC VICTORY CERTAIN.

— JEH O VAH ’S SE R V A N T S  IN  AM ERICA.  
To the already thrilled audience this cable from 

our American brethren brought forth another 
great shout of joy and applause which was tremen­
dous. In reply to these loving greetings it was pro­
posed that the following message be sent to our 
American brethren:

TO JEHOVAH’S SERVANTS IN AMERICA 
WE SAY THRILLED WITH LECTURE COM­
FORT ALL THAT MOURN. EAGERLY 
A.WAIT END OF AXIS POWERS. WE WILL 
HOLD FA ST' OUR INTEGRITY TO THEO­
CRACY REGARDLESS OF CONDITIONS 
WHICH MAY COME. OUR DELIVERANCE 
LIES SOLELY IN THE HANDS OF AL­
MIGHTY GOD. TEN THOUSAND LEIC­
ESTER THEOCRATIC CONVENTIONERS 
SEND YOU GREETINGS.

This suggested cable greeting was accepted with a 
great shout of “ayes.” Then as one more surprise
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it was announced that copies of this great lecture 
COMFORT ALL THAT MOURN were now avail­
able in booklet form and could be obtained then 
outside the hall and in the grounds. This brought 
forth another tremendous applause and the meet­
ing ended with a quick dispersal to obtain copies 
of this great lecture. Twenty-four thousands of this 
booklet were placed immediately following this 
climax of the convention.

Judge Rutherford's Informal Talk
Saturday evening the convention continued to 

newer heights. J. Hemery opened the evening 
session with a discourse on “Our Commission” as 
recorded at Isaiah 61. In Jesus’ day this only had a 
partial fulfilment but now in this day it has its 
complete fulfilment. He encouraged everyone now 
to press on courageously in carrying out this com­
mission and to comfort all that mourn. Following 
this the brethren were again surprised by hearing 
the reading of another thrilling informal talk given 
by Judge Rutherford at the St. Louis convention. 
Judge Rutherford’s warm heart to heart talk was 
immensely appreciated. His description of the 
great trailer camp at St. Louis, his report of the 
opposition encountered in preparing for the con­
vention at St. Louis, how "Fayther O’Hooligan" 
seemed to have a lot to say. What laughter and 
applause followed these remarks of his. “You 
know when Jesus was on earth, those religionists 
wore long robes. They didn’t have much lace cur­
tains at that time: they wore philacteries, greased 
their head a great deal like the billies. And no 
doubt that is where Jesus got the thought that it 
was a goat class. So when he spoke about the goat 
class, he meant of the Jews that class of billy goats 
with long whiskers, long-faced, that smelled to the 
top of the mountain.'

SOCIETY’S ZONE SERVANTS 
Full-t im e I t in e ra n t  Ordained M inisters of the  Gospel

It’s not serious!
(By courtesy  of “ P ic tu re  P o s t” )

Early Assembly
It cannot be denied that the greatest moment of 

the convention was to come on the Sunday. Early 
Sunday morning while most of Leicester was still 
asleep, Jehovah’s witnesses everywhere were busy 
getting ready to attend the nine o’clock morning 
session. All the tramcars in the city were specially 
engaged to run between 7:30 and 9. Only brethren 
who had special tickets filled these cars and had a 
direct ride to the hall without changing. Tramcar 
after tramcar came up to the hall unloading the 
brethren. By 9 o’clock a large number were assem­
bled for the first discourse. This talk dealt with 
instruction and proper training in the way of the 
Theocracy. This talk was followed by another 
taken from the “V ictorv Song.”

Children's Day
At ten o’clock the De Montfort Hall was cleared 

to make ready the reserved section for the children. 
This was CHILDREN S D A \ at the convention and 
there was great excitement amongst the children 
and their parents. The information that at this con­
vention the Lord had some special provision for his 
little ones had been received with keen interest and 
expectation, and special arrangements had been 
made to register all children between the ages of 
5 and 18, Each child or family of children had a 
special green card entitling them to have a seat in 
the reserved section.

There was every indication that the children too 
realised the importance of the occasion. Th ey no  

less than their parents were keenly desirous of 
registering at the appropriate booth, and one could 
trace in the demeanour of many an appreciation of 
the fact that Jehovah was henceforth to deal with 
them as individuals, a realisation which gave them
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pleasure to think that the Almighty did not dis­
dain to accept the service and devotion of even 
the tiniest one.

Given the place of privilege at the front of the 
hall the young people, boys and girls, tall school­
boys and diminutive Scotch lassies in their pictur­
esque kilts, some grave, some gay, many of them 
sisters and brothers after the flesh, and all of them 
after the spirit, filed through the front door of the 
hall, presenting their tickets and then ushered to 
their special seats. They presented a scene which 
could not but fill the heart with praise to the great 
Theocrat. At the front door they left their parents, 
then eyes forward with great expectation they 
tripped through the hallway into the hall just as 
if they were marching right into the kingdom. By 
10:45 all the two thousand children found their 
seats filling the entire ground floor of the hall and 
also filling the first section of the balcony. The 
remainder of the hall was open only to the parents 
of the children. What a moving sight it was to be­
hold those two thousand little hearts of gold beat­
ing excitingly on this momentous occasion. Those 
on the platform who were privileged to behold this 
sight found lumps in their throats and tears of joy 
filling their eyes.

The orchestra of forty-five musicians, the chorus 
of 250 and the organ led the entire audience in 
several songs among which w7as the beautiful 
appropriate song “Children of the heavenly King.” 
Promptly at eleven an entire audience visible and 
out in the Gardens amounting to over twelve thou­
sand souls were seated and ready for the intro­
duction of the great talk by Judge Rutherford on 
“Children of the King.” Presently the closing 
strains of the St. Louis orchestra could be heard, 
then the American chairman was heard to intro­
duce Judge Rutherford after which a great thun­
derous applause was heard joining with the St. 
Louis throng.

"Children of the King"
Judge Rutherford’s voice, full of tenderness and 

loving kindness, came forward as clear as ever. 
His words were eagerly followed by all. He told 
how7 the Theocracy was a paternalistic government 
which would administer righteousness to all those 
under it. How it is that the princes will soon 
return to properly advise and teach the children. 
That the children should put their full trust in 
these princes. He also showed the duty of the 
parents to teach their children and what duties the 
children have before the Lord. Judge Rutherford 
also gave a brief description of what conditions 
will be like in the earth under the full reign of the

Theocracy. How there will be beautiful estates and 
dwelling places for the children of the King that 
they and the animals living together in peace will 
all praise Jehovah’s great name. Then Judge Ruth ­
erford asked all the children to stand up while he 
put some questions to them. Everyone of the two 
thousand children stood and accordingly pledged 
their unwavering allegiance to the Theocracy and 
to have a desire to share in its service, putting in 
six hours a day in the work. I t  was wonderful to 
see their great enthusiasm for the Theocracy. I t  
brought tears of joy to the parents and others who 
witnessed this great event. Then Judge Rutherford 
gave them a surprise announcing the new book 
Children. My! what a pleasant surprise that was. 
Two large posters with the picture of the new book 
were immediately revealed to the children from the 
platform. At the close of this wonderful lecture 
the children were told that Judge Rutherford had 
made arrangements for each one of them to be 
given a present of this beautiful new book as soon 
as it was completed by the London printers. Their 
copy would be sent to them shortly. However, it 
wras announced that a series of coloured attractive 
study sheets had been designed to aid in the study­
ing of this new7 book and that these were now ready 
for the children. Calmly and obediently all the 
children filed up in pairs on to the platform in 
two streams receiving their gift copies. They all 
behaved themselves beautifully, each one thanking 
with a smile as they received their gift. What a 
precious lot these children of the King! How could 
one help but give praise silently in prayer to the 
great Theocrat.

Investigation after the lecture was completed 
revealed that these young subjects of the Theocracy 
had lost nothing of the significance of the words 
addressed to their ears especially. Most striking 
proof was the enthusiastic manner in which they 
spoke of meeting the resurrected princes, stating 
with some decision whom they especially desired 
to meet; Moses being an especial favourite. The 
study sheets for the new book were welcomed with 
no little delight, and perused enthusiastically at 
once, and one and all expressed themselves eager 
for the opportunity of studying the new book.

"Out of the Mouths of Babes 
and Sucklings"

And here, perhaps it may be appropriate to 
speak just briefly of one or two of these “children 
of the King”—to tell of the thirteen-year-old boy 
who travelled with the brethren from Kingdom 
Farms, after taking a stand for the tru th  inde­
pendently of his family, and who stayed up till
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The territory tent provided the “four times 
round” work-out

late at night expounding the Scriptures to his Leic­
ester host and hostess; of the fourteen year old 
daughter of a zone servant who was the youngest 
pioneer to enrol at the convention, and of another 
girl of the same age who had already spent four­
teen months in the full time service; of the eight 
year old brother from Stockport who spent 66 hours 
in the field service during August and refused to 
salute his headmaster with the rest of the class; 
of the eleven year old boy from Plymouth who con­
ducts model studies on his own with adults; of the 
eighteen year old brother who is a company ser­
vant; of the twelve year old Scottie from Glasgow 
who put in 150 hours of field service during August.

And what of those families where the parents 
have indeed brought up their children in the nur­
ture and admonition of the Lord? It was a great 
cause for rejoicing that there were so many of 
these at Leicester. Typical of them was that Theo­
cratic* family from Edinburgh in which the young­
est of four children, aged six, puts in twenty-five 
hours of field service a month, and the daughter 
aged thirteen spends some twenty hours a week in 
a similar manner. In another family all six chil­
dren are regular Theocratic ambassadors, including 
eight-year-old twins, who have been going from 
door to door for the past two years. All records are 
probably broken by the parents with seven children 
from Epsom, who regularly every Saturday evening 
set a fine lead to other publishers of their company 
by presenting a united front of nine on the pave­
ment witnessing. \  oungest kingdom publisher in 
Britain is probably three year old Henry Windie, 
a wee Scots laddie, who often goes to the doors by 
himself, saying: “W ould you like God's book for a 
shilling?” and who tells the other children: “I’m 
a Jonadah. and you’re not.”

Public Statement
Judge Rutherford’s address to the children, both 

young and old, did not by any means exhaust the 
joys of the final convention day. J. Hemery opened 
the afternoon session giving his final convention 
talk for one hour. He talked on the beautiful sub­
ject of the “Holy City.” As fresh, clear and vigor­
ous as ever he instructed young and old on this 
vital subject of God’s royal organization. After an 
intermission of a song A. D. Schroeder delivered a 
public statement answering the many press attacks 
that Jehovah’s witnesses are subversive to the inter­
ests of the State. He also showed how the banning 
of the work in the Dominions and the Colonies was 
due to the conspiracy of the Roman Catholic 
Hierarchy. He closed with these strong words:

“Let it now be clearly known to all, that all 
the publications published by the WATCH 
TOWER BIBLE & TRACT SOCIETY hold 
loyally to the Bible and the Gospel message 
and definitely do not incite riot, disloyalty, 
insurrection, disaffection or revolution. These 
books and booklets are expositions of the 
Scriptures and in the Bible we have clear cut 
command not to take up carnal weapons or to 
use methods or do anything that would dis­
turb the peace of any community. The incon­
trovertible facts are these — That Jehovah is 
the great THEOCRAT and his law is supreme. 
Every Christian whoever he may be or wher­
ever he may be must recognize and obey Jeho­
vah’s lawr first. As citizens living under the 
laws of any nation, we gladly keep in harmony 
with such laws so long as such laws do not con­
travene the divine law. We proclaim without 
equivocation that Jehovah’s THEOCRATIC 
GOVERNMENT alone will bring peace, pros­
perity and blessings to obedient mankind. 
We have the inalienable right to proclaim 
such good news for the benefit of all lovers of 
righteousness and that is our commission as 
Christians.”

Thereafter the following declaration was pre­
sented and unanimously adopted by the entire 
convention :

D E C L A R A T I O N

Fen thousand Jehovah’s witnesses assembled 
in convention in Leicester hereby declare their 
purpose to continue to witness to the establish­
ment of the THEOCRATIC kingdom of 
Almighty God, and to maintain their integrity 
in the commission given to them by Jehovah, 
as stated at Isaiah 61:1-3.
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We affirm our faith in the Holy Scriptures 
as the Word of God, and our fullest confidence 
in the unfolding of his prophecies given to us 
for our salvation and for his service in these 
last days.

We declare our conviction that JEHOVAH, 
the GREAT THEOCRAT, has already set his 
kins upon his holy hill of Zion (Psalm 2:6) 
and that Jehovah is now bringing the nations 
of the earth to his judgments (Joel 3:2: Zech . 
14:2) also that by his witnesses lie is giving 
the nations warning of the crisis of Arma­
geddon, near at hand, and, by the same means 
is giving the peoples of good will towards 
Cod and righteousness the opportunity of 
salvation, and the blessings of life in happiness 
and peace in that kingdom, soon to be set up 
on the earth; that people of good will proving 
their faithfulness to God will have the privilege 
of carrying out the Divine Mandate to fill 
the earth with a righteous race of people to 
the glory of Jehovah.

We deplore the actions of the Dominion 
Governments of the British Commonwealth of 
Nations and of the governments in certain of 
the Colonies, in banning the service of God 
and this proclamation of the gospel of the 
kingdom.

Aware that these repressive actions are in 
the main the result of Roman Catholic influ­
ence and pressure, and that the Papacy is 
Satan’s chief agent in the earth for the sup­
pression of the truth of the Holy Scriptures 
and is seeking to get all men into its bonds of 
darkness, we declare that we shall not cease to 
witness against it, by the means which God has 
provided that men may know of this scheme of 
the Devil to blind them to the good news of 
the THEOCRATIC Government. W e aver that 
Jehovah’s witnesses are loyal subjects in every 
land, that the witness they give is never “sub­
versive’’ as its enemies declare; but the message 
they proclaim is one of Hope for all men of 
good will who love Almighty God.

Your "New Work"
There was yet to be one more high light of the 

convention. That was the announcement of “Your 
New Work." A special letter was read from Judge 
Rutherford’s office outlining the new plan of action 
for the British field. Every word of these new 
plans was devoured. Our new work for the new 
year is to consist of a nation-wide home Bible study 
campaign. The days of giving a warning to the 
nations have passed: now a constructive work of

specially feeding and teaching the people of good­
will must be undertaken. This announcement 
brought great joy and delight to all the brethren. 
How generous it was of the Society to appropriate 
£12,000 for the next six months to assist the pio­
neers in this new concentrated study campaign. 
Truly the days are now here to feed the Lord’s 
sheep. The brethren gave a shout of “ayes” request­
ing the following cable be sent to the President of 
the Society.

TWELVE THOUSAND ENTHUSIASTIC­
ALLY HEARD CHILDREN OF THE KING. 
TWO THOUSAND CHILDREN IDENTIFIED 
THEMSELVES FOR THE THEOCRACY. 
NEW WORK FOR BRITISH FIELD 
ANNOUNCED. ALL THRILLED TO UNDER­
TAKE NEW WORK. PIONEERS SPECI­
ALLY THANKFUL FOR LORD’S GRA­
CIOUS PROVISION.

Convention Closes
Sunday evening this grand and glorious conven­

tion was brought to a close with four short and 
timely addresses. All the brethren fell indeed that 
the Lord had spread a rich table of spiritual food 
for them during these five grand days of assembly. 
As one large household ten thousand British breth­
ren learned to dwell together as a compact city 
under paternalistic Theocratic conditions. Their 
hearts were full of gratitude and thankfulness to 
the great THEOCRAT for this abundant provision 
for their spiritual welfare in these days of great 
tribulation. Every one returned homeward with a 
keener determination to press forward in the 
“strange work” while it is yet possible and before 
the night of Armageddon sets in.

C o n v e n t i o n  O r c h e s t r a
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Immersion— one of 761

Immersion
In closing there are several items of organization 

to report to make this review complete. Sunday 
noon 761 brethren symbolized their consecration to 
the Lord. This was the largest water immersion 
ever undertaken in the British field. Three swim­
ming pools had to be engaged to accommodate this 
large number. It was inspiring to witness this great 
act of faith on the part of so many new ones who 
are now fleeing to the “cities of refuge.”

Field Report
The field report for the four days of field ser­

vice show that 6,177 different publishers shared in 
the service. 377 bound books and 11,161 booklets 
were placed in the field. 24,816 hours were spent 
in the service and 2,095 magazines placed in the 
streets. The sound attendance with the phono­
graphs and sound cars amounted to 7,016. 478 back 
calls were made during the convention upon people 
of good-will. This is a splendid field report consi­
dering the great opposition encountered in the 
field. In addition the new booklet Model Study  
No. 3 was released during the convention of which
6,000 copies were placed. The new booklet Com­
fort A ll That Mourn was released on the Saturday 
and everyone available was placed, namely. 24.000 
copies. Thus a grand total of 41,538 books and 
booklets were placed at this assembly for worship. 
Truly a mighty witness.

Convention Workers
The accommodation department worked full 

speed throughout the convention. Everyone of the 
ten thousand visiting brethren in Leicester were 
supplied with a roof and a pillow. These brethren 
worked valiantly and hard, having to overcome

many difficulties. The volunteer service booth clas­
sified and assigned more than one thousand breth ­
ren to convention organization duties. All those 
assigned to duties worked well and hard. Much of 
the success of the convention depended on these 
brethren faithfully performing their duties. There 
was no difficulty in getting the hundred night 
guards every night to watch and safeguard the 
Theocratic interests. The brothers were eager for 
this trusted privilege of service and to fight the 
demons. The brethren in the catering department 
worked nearly night and day to adequately arrange 
for the daily feeding of such a multitude. The Lord 
bless them for these great efforts and acts of devo­
tion. The band of 300 ushers did a splendid job. 
Likewise the hospital staff of twenty which handled 
and treated 740 cases. Special treatments and ex­
amination were given to pioneers to enable them 
to be fit again for much Kingdom service in the 
future.

The Press
The Press Department served twenty-nine 

reporters, mostly of the national press. One was a 
reporter who hurried to Leicester from London to 
cover the story for a leading American magazine. 
A number of these press men expressed apprecia­
tion of the consideration shown them, and it was 
obvious that some were greatly impressed by the 
orderly, dignified and happy spectacle presented 
by the convention crowds. More than one reporter 
expressed his desire to have given a constructive 
report of the assembly and a truthful account of 
the stand of Jehovah’s witnesses, but stated that 
the Editor’s blue pencil had caused his story to be 
unrecognisable, when it appeared in print. One 
affirmed that the convention was the most mar­
vellous thing he had ever seen.

Interviewing an 84-y ear-old pioneer
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JUDGE RUTHERFORD’S DISCOURSES

FOLLOWING is given a brief resume of Judge 
Rutherford’s five m ajor speeches delivered at 

the St. Louis THEOCRATIC ASSEMBLY which 
likewise were presented by recordings and reading 
at the  Leicester Assembly.

"Integrity"
Judge Rutherford’s opening speech was entitled 

“Integrity.” Never before this was the primary 
issue for determination made fully clear to God’s 
covenant people, to wit, UNIVERSAL DOMINA­
TION. The test of Job’s integrity was only inciden­
tal thereto, just as the test of the integrity of those 
whom Job pictured is only related to that issue. 
The drama of J ob was recorded in the Bible for the 
benefit of those today living who were foreshadowed 
by him, to wit, Jehovah’s anointed remnant of wit­
nesses and their faithful earthly companions, the 
“other sheep.” Never before was it more necessary 
than in these days of rampant demonism for such 
to maintain their integrity toward God, even as J ob 
maintained his for our example. The faithful pro­
phets and witnesses of old maintained theirs, and 
are included in the class of innocent, blameless 
ones pictured by Job, and a brief record of them is 
given in Hebrews 11. God will resurrect them ©
shortly in due time.

The drama of Job is fulfilled at the end of the 
world, where we now are. The facts today com­
pletely fulfill Jesus’ prophecy at Matthew 24:9 con­
cerning the persecution of devoted Christians at the 
end of Satan’s world. Now' God’s approved ones 
must hold fast their integrity and must fear the 
King of The Theocracy. We see the end is at h a n d ! 
Satan has blinded man by religion. Religion lias 
caused all nations to forget God. The demons, of 
which Satan is chief, are now fighting against The 
Theocracy and God’s remnant who announce it. 
Satan is wroth, knowing that the final battle to de­
termine the issue of universal domination is at 
hand. “We must hold fast our integrity; and this, 
by God’s grace, we can do by refusing to compro­
mise with any part of the demonized organization 
of the enemy. We must and will be entirely, wholly, 
unreservedly and completely devoted to The Theo­
cratic Government by Christ Jesus. We can have 
no part in and nothing in common with Satan’s 
organization. We are wholly and steadfastly for The 
Theocratic Government, and here, by God’s grace, 
we will remain. We know it shall vindicate Jeho­
vah’s name and bring deliverance to all who love 
righteousness and who serve Jehovah under his

righteous government.” (The full text of this ad­
dress has now been published in the August 15 
issue of The Watchurwer. You will review it with 
profit.)

Surprise Talk to the Pioneers
On Friday Judge Rutherford greeted the large 

number of pioneers assembled at St. Louis. He 
expressed it as a privilege to greet such fighters for 
The Theocracy, and that the activities of such a 
band as these must “make some of the ‘old woman’ 
mighty sick.” Pioneering men fled from Europe to 
America to seek and establish here freedom of 
speech, of assembly and of worship of God; they 
never imagined that such freedom would ever be 
hampered here as it is today in this land. This is 
all traced to religion and its allies. When these have 
finally closed down on our work here and cry 
“Peace and safety!” then a mighty explosion will 
occur and blow off the lid. “Ŷ ou pioneers are in 
this witness work not for selfish aggrandizement, 
nor to make a name for yourselves, but for the 
Lord’s name’s sake.” Isaiah 62:10 includes a com­
mand for the pioneers: “Go through the gates!” 
The gates are open for all now, particularly the 
Lord’s “other sheep.” “Prepare ye the way of the 
people!” This it is your privilege to do by telling 
them the truth. “Cast up the highway!” That is, 
to walk in the Lord’s wray of righteousness. “Gather 
out the stones!” These are religion’s stumbling- 
stones; gather them out by taking to the people 
God’s Word. “Lift up a standard for the people!” 
What standard? Not Hitler’s swastika! The flag of 
America is a dignified and beautiful symbol, whose 
real meaning is “freedom” and “rights” of free 
men. Demonized flag-wavers try to force you to 
bow dowTn thereto in violation of GOD’S law. Such 
ones are the first to violate the laws of the United 
States. “I say to the people of Missouri, where I 
have fought for the principles of democracy, because 
I believed them right: ‘Jehovah’s witnesses have 
the highest respect for what the flag represents, 
but, by God’s grace, they will not bow down to 
ANYTHING!” ’ (Applause) You pioneers are real 
liberators of the people. When you go out from 
th is convention you will have lots of scoffing, re­
proaches and ridicule, but not by honest men and 
women. Rejoice in tribulation. Don’t th ink you 
are the whole thing because you are a pioneer. 
Keep on encouraging; those who love the Lord. 
“NOW GET BUSY!”
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“Children of the King"
When Judge Rutherford strode to the front of 

the platform at St. Louis he beamed at the sight. 
Said the chairman by way of introduction, "‘You 
have come to hear a man who loves God’s Kingdom 
tell you about ‘CHILDREN OF THE KING’ 
Judge Rutherford.’’

The speaker then began in a calm, clear voice, as 
of a father quietly instructing his own children at 
home in obedience to the divine command. Early 
he described the Paternal Government of Christ 
Jesus, “The Everlasting Father,” when “there shall 
be no more religionists, no more politicians, no 
more commercial gangsters.” (Applause) The en­
emy shall be pushed out: “let the gangsters take 
notice now and begin to move!” (Applause) Those 
surviving Armageddon were pictured by Noah’s 
sons surviving the flood, and they may never die. 
“That’s the hope of you children.” (Applause) Now 
the children are telling forth the Kingdom message, 
but “the religionists with their long robes and 
greased hair and lace-curtain skirts try to make you 
keep still.” (Applause) Such religionists are the 
ones ‘who have been the defamers of God’s name, 
but his faithful witnesses have continued on, re­
gardless of such religionists.’ (Applause) “They 
will go down in defeat, biting the dust as they go.” 
(Applause) “ Probably some of you are listening in. 
[Applause] Stop kissing the toe of a man, and kiss 
the toe of the King. [Applause] Quit making jack­
asses of yourselves and dress yourselves like men.
| Applause] Christ’s kingdom is marching to com­
plete victory, and let all of them take notice today. 
[Applause] The Lord says the fear of man leads 
into a snare, and they are already in.

The judgment of the nations is novs on, and the 
Lord is separating the “sheep” from the “goats,” 
“those billy goats that smell loud.” I Applause) The 
“sheep” will inherit on earth the blessings of the 
Kingdom. They will have dominion over the ani­
mals as Adam first had it. “and it will be nice for 
these birds and animals to become friends of you 
children.’' I Applause i Ezekiel »4:25 describes the 
safety then, so that thev “shall dwell safely in the 
wilderness, and sleep in the woods : "and some of 
them are learning it here now (meaning those 
unable to find rooms or those at the trailer camp). 
(Applause) They shall be children of the lving, 
and he will be their King-Father. The earth be­
longs to Him by right of purchase, and they will 
hold it in trust as his children-subjeets and have 
part in beautifying it. Then the divine mandate 
shall be carried out, to fill the earth with a right­
eous, perfect offspring, and this by marriage and

childbearing. “Some of these desecrators of His 
name claim that they only have the right to say 
who shall get married” ; but they are presumptuous. 
In the Kingdom the “great multitude will look to 
the Lord to guide as to selecting each a mate for 
himself. “Why, then, should a man who has the 
prospect before him of being of the great multitude 
now tie himself up to a stack of bones and a hank 
of h a ir?” (Applause).

Then timely words were addressed to the parents 
of the children, especially any who “send your chil­
dren to those devilish movies to learn all the wicked 
things. Keep them at home and teach them the 
truth. The child that is encouraged by its parent to 
spend time in those movies that adulate religion 
does not show any real love for his own child.” 
Parents should “teach their children concerning 
The Theocracy. IN THIS DO NOT FAIL!” The 
children should keep always in mind Ephesians 
6:1: “Children, obey your parents in the Lord.” 
“If your parents are not devoted to the Lord, then 
you had better get somebody else to instruct you.” 
(Applause) “You may soon meet Abraham, Daniel 
and other faithful men of old who shall be here as 
perfect men.” (Applause) Matthew7 8:11 says: 
“Many shall come from the east and west, and shall 
sit down with Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob, in 
the kingdom of heaven.” To “sit with them does 
not mean to be inactive, but to rest in complete 
confidence with them, knowing that they are right 
and, being with them, you are walking in the way 
of righteousness.” Hear the command of the Lord 
written in the Bible at Revelation 22:11 to “Come!” 
"Come where? Come and take your stand firmly 
on the side of The Theocratic Government, if you 
would live.” (Applause» The world to come is 
described at 1 Peter 3:13 as a new heaven and earth. 
Those resurrected faithful men of old. in the visible 
rule as princes, will be the “new earth,” and “these 
princes are due now any day!” (Applause) All the 
nations are now afflicted with war, famine, pes­
tilence, sickness, death, and RELIGION, but under 
The Theocratic Government “the people shall work 
togetiier exactly as vou see upon these grounds.” 
(Applause) Then Psalm 148:10-14 was finally 
cpioted as a grand climax, bidding all that live, 
beasts and fowl, kings (Christ and his church ), and 
princes and all judges of the earth, both young men 
and maidens, old men (Armageddon survivors), 
and CHILDREN (born of the great multitude», to 
praise the name of Jehovah.

The speech concluded. Judge Rutherford fixed 
attention directly on the children before him, com­
menting that “consecration is an individual matter; 
no one can consecrate for you. A question is about
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to be propounded to each one of you. All of you 
. . . children who have agreed to do the will of God 
and have taken your stand on the side of his Theo­
cratic Government by Christ Jesus and who have 
agreed to obey God and his King, please stand up.” 
(The children before him arose as one body.) “Be­
hold, more than 15,000 new witnesses to the King­
dom !” (Applause) “All of you who will do what 
you can to tell others about God’s kingdom and its 
attending blessings, please say Aye.” (Cry, ‘"Aye!” ) 
(Applause) “ If you had an instrument in your hands 
that you could use to the honor of Jehovah and 
learn of his kingdom, would you use i t?” (A unani­
mous “Yes!” ) “Then be seated, and I will tell you 
about it. . . The Lord lias made possible the prepara­
tion of this book as a message for you (holding up 
the new book). (Great, prolonged applause) The 
title of this book is‘CHILDREN.’ (Applause) There 
are registered at this convention, and I see before 
me, more than 15,000 children between the ages of 
five and eighteen. All of those children have stood 
up and have likewise signified their devotion to the 
Theocracy. Thank God that I have come to this 
day when it is my privilege to speak to such an 
army of young men and women taking their stand 
on the side of Jehovah! When they try to silence 
you, the Lord will put his hand over you and see to 
it that they do not silence you. Millions of persons 
of good-will to this hour desire to know7 the truth, 
but the long-skirted, lace-curtained religionists will 
try to keep them in the dark.” The book called 
Children will do a work of enlightening them.

Concerning the faithful ones of old who shall be 
resurrected, Judge Rutherford commented: “Soon 
you will see Barak and Deborah (I got a picture of 
her in this book), and when you see her you will 
love her very much. She is a real woman, and will 
be able to give you girls proper advice—you girls 
who are looking for a husband. hen you see 
Daniel, David, Moses and all the prophets, listen to 
what they have to say, and they will properly ad­
vise you boys and girls. I am going to have handed 
to every one of you 15,000 children one of these 
books as a gracious gift. I ask that you first study it 
faithfully. Ask someone else to sit with you under 
the shade of a tree and study that which leads to 
life and endless blessings. . . .  It is your privilege 
between now arid before the day school opens to 
spend six hours a day in taking the book Children 
to others.” The parents should encourage their 
children to do this very thing, if they would have 
them live.

Cartons of Children that had been deposited in 
The Arena were now opened, and Judge Rutherford 
instructed the children how to come and each get

a copy thereof, those in the rear half of The Arena 
marching in two columns out through a side exit, 
and those in the front half of The Arena marching 
up over the platform and out through a rear exit. 
As the march began, the orchestra (minus all its 
children instrumentalists) struck up and rendered 
songs “Children of the Heavenly King,” “The 
Sword of the Lord and of Gideon,” and “Who is on 
the Lord’s Side?” while the vast audience sang. 
Never was there a more moving sight in these “last 
days.” Many, including strong men, wept at the 
demonstration. Receiving the gift, the marching 
children clasped it to them, not a toy or plaything 
for idle pleasure, but the Lord’s provided instru­
ment for most effective work in the remaining 
months before Armageddon. What a gift! and to 
so many! The manner of releasing the new book 
Children was an outright surprise to all, but the 
almighty hand of the All-wise One, Jehovah, was 
in it, and the maneuver was most blessed indeed. 
Thereafter Children, the author’s edition, was dis­
posed of to adult conventioners, on a contribution.

Informal Closing Speech
When, next, Judge Rutherford came on the plat­

form, he talked extemporaneously, but the unspeak­
able blessing the Lord bestowed in the morning 
appeared to have put him in the best of condition 
and filled his heart and mouth full of words “in 
season” and “fitly7 spoken.” For forty-five minutes 
the audience spent a most delightful time listening. 
Said Judge Rutherford: “It is not exactly a new- 
work, but it is putting on a little more steam for the 
final roundup.” Then concerning the book just 
released, he added: “We had on the grounds this 
morning only 40,000 of the autographed edition . . . 
But I am glad to tell you that, while that 40,000 
are gone, there is another 150,000 copies on the 
grounds ready for use. (Applause) So you will 
have 150,000 on the grounds here to start with 
NOW , and I think it might be well for two or three 
thousand first-class workers to go into the St. Louis 
field and get those in the hands of the people here 
who want to know7 something about it before you 
go away. < It developed that more than 3,000 per­
sons of good-will turned in their names at the pub­
lic meetings, requesting calls by Jehovah’s witnesses 
and further information. I

Then in m o s t  interesting fashion he told of hi« 
visit to the trailer camp Saturday, and also of tin1 
opposition and the difficulties caused by the public 
service bodies, such as the Chamber of Commerce

( o o n t i n u e d o n  p a g e  29)



Report of BELFAST THEOCRATIC ASSEMBLY, October 17-19

Pioneers of Northern Ireland and Eire

We are  pleased to send you th e  follow­
ing  rep o r t  on the  B e l f a s t  Theocra tic  
Assem bly for  W orsh ip  held on October 
17, 18 and  19.

The feelings of the  b re th re n  a t  Belfast 
d u r in g  the  th ree  weeks p r io r  to the  
assem bly  can bes t be described  in the  
following w ords:  E xcitem ent,  Suspense, 
Anxiety, and  th en  unbounded  Joy.

W hen  we heard  t h a t  th e  London office 
had  received a  special pe rm it  to send 
over the  th ree  sets of record ings  of 
Ju d g e  R u th e r fo rd ’s lec tu res th e re  was 
g re a t  excitem ent am ongst the  b re th ren . 
The record ings had  been sen t off from 
London on Septem ber 30th., and  th ey  
were still undelivered  a  week later. We 
were k ep t  in  a  s ta te  of suspense, and  b e ­
came a li ttle  anx ious as the  days w ent 
slowly by  w ithou t any  word of them. 
Our anx ie ty  increased a t  th e  end of a 
fo r tn ig h t  and  we im m ediately  contacted 
th e  Society a t  London by  telephone. 
The Society were g rea t ly  su rp r ised  th a t  
we had  not received the record ings and 
th ey  took im mediate action and com­
menced inquiries  a t  th e i r  end. However 
the  postal au tho r i t ie s  could give the  So­
ciety  no satisfaction, bu t they  prom ised 
to  check up on the  m atter .  The records 
w ere missing.

T he Belfas t b re th ren  realized th a t  the 
dem ons wrere busily  engaged in t ry in g  
to upse t  the  assem bly  a r rangem en ts ,  and 
t h a t  only by the  pow er and in tervention 
of Jehovah  could we expect to receive 
th is  precious m ateria l in tim e for the 
assembly. H ow eagerly  we had  looked 
fo rw ard  to hear ing  the  voice of ou r  be ­
loved p residen t again! These th ree  lec­
tu res, “ I n te g r i ty ,” “ Comfort All T ha t  
M ourn’’ and “ Children Of The K in g ” 
w ere to  be the h igh  ligh ts  of ou r  a s ­
sembly. and  now w hat was going to 
h appen? W as th e  devil going to succeed 
in his scheme to upse t our a r rangem en ts  
and to crash our hopes to  the  g round ?

We had  one weapon left to counteract 
his pu rpose—the pow er of p rayer . The 
b re th ren  in Belfast, indiv idually  and co l ­
lectively. made th is  a m at te r  of earnes t 
prayer. At each s tu d y  group an  appeal 
was made to  our g rea t  Jehovah  to d irect 
th e  safe arrival of these record ings th a t  
th ey  may be used  in th is  city to the 
honour of H is name.

P lacards  had been prepared  bear ing  the 
w ords: B ELFA ST THEOC RATIC CON­
V EN TIO N —Ask F o r  Handbill . B re th ren  
m arched th ro u g h  the  city  in pairs, one 
ca rry in g  the  p lacard  and  ano ther  having 
the  handbills . These handbills  w ere only 
given to those who came  fojrward  for the 
same. T h is  means of adver t is ing  caused 
m any to stop and stare. Men on demol­
ition w ork  called ou t for a handbill  as 
th ey  saw the  m archers going past, p o s t ­
men came fo rw ard  for a copy, t ram  con­
duc to rs  called ou t for one as th e i r  car 
came to a  stop by  th e  marchers. One 
tram  conductor  said ‘‘Give me a copy. 
I ’m in terested  in the  T heocracy .” And

General Assembly

so the en tire  centre  of the  city was thus 
covered.

T h u rsd ay  m orn ing  arrived , one day  be ­
fore the assem bly  opened, still no r e ­
cords. A nother phone m essage to London 
and  the  glad  news was received th a t  one 
se t of th e  record ings had  been located 
and had  been despatched  from  Liverpool 
two day s  ago. This  se t—"Comfort All 
T h a t  M ourn” —arrived  the same a f te r ­
noon, and there  was g rea t  rejoicing 
am ongs t  th e  b re th ren . Nowr we w ould 
be certain  of hear ing  Ju d g e  R u th e r ­
fo rd ’s voice again. But w h a t  of the o ther 
two se ts ? T hey  w ere still m iss ing  som e­
w here betw een London and  Liverpool. 
One d ay  left. W as it possible th a t  th ey  
could arrive  in time ?

The b re th ren  continued to make th is  
a  m a t te r  of p rayer,  a t  the  same time 
giv ing  th an k s  and  pra ise  to  Jehovah  for 
the safe a rr iva l  of the message “Comfort 
All T h a t  M ourn .”

F r id a y  m orn ing  daw ned w et and s to r ­
my. To make m atte rs  worse the  t ram  
system  broke down a t  the  very time we 
w ere travelling  in to the  city  for  the  
service work. Some had to  w alk  two 
miles th ro u g h  the wind and  rain, and 
were well soaked when th ey  eventually  
arrived  a t  the  K ingdom  Hall. I t  w as too 
wret to s ta r t  the work, so as  all the 
pioneers w ere p resen t  wre had  a special 
pioneer m eeting  to d iscuss the ir  p a r t  in 
the  new work. L a te r  as the  weather- 
improved the  w orkers  w ent out on the 
pavem ent w ork  and inform ation marching.

The opening session of the  assem bly 
was scheduled for 2:15 p .m .  and  the 
b re th re n  would be eager to know  if those 
precious records had  arrived . As a  last 
despera te  hope the zone se rvan t w ent to 
the te lephone box a t  2 p. in. and  rang  up 
the post office. Back came the  answer, 
alm ost unbelieveable , "The two packets 
are here w aiting  for y ou .”

W ith  such th r il l ing  news the assem bly 
opened. Our p ray e rs  had been answered, 
and  we gave pra ise  to Jehovah  for such 
a m anifesta tion  of his pow er over the 
enem y and his provision for  his own.

Tiie p rogram m e was a rra n g ed  on sim i­
lar  lines to tlie Leicester assem bly  and 
we had received su itab le  m aterial to 
cove:' all the main discourses th a t  were 
given at Leicester.

The following te legram  had arrived  
from London and th is  was read to the 
friends a t  the first session:

MAY JE H O V A H  RICH LY  BLESS 
TH E  B E LFA ST  ASSEMBLY FOR 
W O R S H IP  AND ALL THOSE W HO 
ATTEN D  TO PR A ISE  T H E  THEO- 
CRAT'S NAME. AS F A IT H F U L  
C H IL D R E N  OF T H E  K ING M AIN­
TAIN YOUR IN T E G R IT Y  TO T H E  
THEOCRACY AND AGAINST SA­
TA N ’S B ID  FO R  U NIVER SAL DOM I­
NATION. COM FORT A LL THOSE 
TH A T MOURN. LONDON B E T H E L  
SENDS LOVE.
F o r  the  benefit of those not p resen t  on 

the F r id a y  th is  te legram  wras also read

Eighteen Immersed

to the  assem bly  on the  Sunday evening. 
I t  w as unan im ously  decided to send the  
following te legram  in rep ly :

B E LF A S T  T H EO C RA TIC ASSEM­
BLY REC IPR O C A TES LOVING MES­
SAGE O F LONDON B E T H E L . 
D E T E R M IN E D  TO DO OUR U T ­
MOST IN  T H E  N E W  W ORK. R E ­
MAINING RECORDS A R R IV ED  15 
M IN U TES B E F O R E  ASSEMBLY 
O P E N E D  F O R  W H IC H  W E  GIVE 
ALL G RA TITU D E AND P R A IS E  TO 
JE H O V A H .—THEOC RATIC AMBAS­
SADORS OF IRELA N D .
T he F r id a y  a fternoon  session included 

the  read ing  of B ro th e r  R u th e r fo rd ’s infor­
mal ta lk  to the  p ioneers  a t  St. Louis. 
T h is  su rp r ise  item aroused  g rea t  in terest,  
and  the  pioneers in p a r t icu la r  felt  the  
personal touch of J u d g e  R u th e r fo rd ’s 
w ords and  w ere p roud  to th in k  of our 
g a l lan t  p re s id en t  as j u s t  “One of the  
boys f ighting along w ith  you .”

In  the evening a  d iscourse was given 
on “P avem ent W itn ess in g ” and  ano ther  
on “S tudy  G roups,” both  being based on 
notes of the same d iscourses a t  Leicester.

7:45 p. m. arrived  and the  Kingdom  
Hall was full. Now we were to ac tually  
hear  th a t  fam ilia r  voice again. T h a t  
voice, so bold, so emphatic, so powerful, 
and  yet so kind. " In te g r i ty ” —w h a t a 
f itting tit le  for the  opening speech by 
Ju d g e  R u th e r fo rd  to his fellow servants . 
The reproduc tion  was clear and d istinct, 
and the  sound of the voice alone gave us 
a t h r i l l : then  came the message, so en ­
couraging and  so helpful. The new light 
on the book of Jo b  w as received as a 
special m essage from  the  Lord, and we 
w ent home w ith pra ise  and thanksg iv ing  
to Jehovah  in our hearts.

The first m eeting  on S a tu rday  was a t  
1 :30 p. m.— Songs and  Declarations. T hree  
people of good will from Dublin  gave 
declarations which b ro u g h t  in s tan t  a p ­
plause froiii the  b re th ren . T hey  had 
recently  taken th e ir  s tand  for the Theo­
cracy. and  one had come o a t  from the 
Catholic religion. They were each im­
m ersed the following day.

A t 2 p. m. the  p ioneers  w ere all seated 
in the  fron t rows of the  hall, and the 
zone serv an t  addressed  them  on the  su b ­
jec t  “P ioneers  Place in the  O rgan iza tion ,” 
h is  rem ark s  being based on notes r e ­
ceived from Leicester on the same su b ­
ject. T hree company publishers  volun­
teered  for p ioneer service d u r in g  the 
assem bly and a fou rth  took an application 
form w ith  the hopes th a t  she would be 
able  to jo in  up soon.

At 2:45 p .m .  we had a special trea t 
in th e  form of an  h o u r ’s rep o rt  on the 
Leicester convention. This  had  been sent 
on from the London office, and it kep t  
the b re th re n s ’ keenes t  a tten tion  from 
s ta r t  to finish.

The event of the  day  w as the  public lec­
tu re  “Comfort All T h a t  M ourn .” At 
7 p. m. th e  t ran scr ip tion  machine was set 
in motion and  slowly th e  first la rge  re ­
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cord s ta r ted  tu rn ing .  Every  eye was 
tu rn ed  to the  loud speakers, and every 
ea r  tuned  to catch each w ord  th a t  would 
be spoken. E v e ry th in g  was still, so th a t  
th e  fa in t  sc ra tch ing  of the needle could 
be heard  in the  speakers. T hen came the 
few last ba rs  of music from the  o rchestra  
a t  St. Louis, th e  cha irm an 's  opening re ­
m arks  and  the  applause of the b re th ren  
a t  St. Louis. T h is  applause w as d row ned  
however by  the  applause of the  b re th ren  
in Belfast!  T hen  came Ju d g e  R u th e r ­
fo rd ’s voice, and  every w ord  came clear 
and  distinct. H ere  w as som ething we had 
w aited  for. T he  b re th re n  over here  had 
been ta lk ing  abou t Daniel fo r  m any 
m onths p as t  and  now the  Lord  was 
g iv ing  them  the  answ er  th e y  wanted. 
T h e  conclusion of the  lecture lef t  the  
b re th re n  and  people of good will—112 in 
n um ber—eagerly  w ait ing  for  the  p ro ­
mised W atch tow er  on the  subject.

On Sunday p rep a ra t io n  w as made for the  
lecture “Children  of the  K ing ,” and tw e n ­
t y  nine young  ones occupied the  fron t 
seats, one of whom was a full time

(continued from page 27) 

and the Convention Bureau, all due to their sub­
servience to the religious organization, whom he 
symbolized under the figure of one distressed “Fay- 
ther O’Hooligan.” The description of the action? 
and the bossy orders of this “Fayther O’Hooligan 
in his own brogue to local businessmen and Cath­
olic population caused great amusement, and the 
assembly laughed again and again. (Pss. 2:4: 37:12. 
13; 52:6) Then he told of the good people of St. 
Louis and showed how the parable of the “sheep 
and “goats” had thus had local fulfillment.

The city editor of the “Globe Democrat sent him 
a question, “Do you not think it discourteous to 
criticize another person’s religion in his own com­
m unity?’’ but, due to “Father O’Hooligan,” they 
refused to publish the answer submitted, though it 
was of great public interest. The Roman Catholic 
Hierarchy in America have treated in like manner 
all proposals, challenges and petitions to public 
discussion in debate over radio. They have all 
been warned, and now “we are going to spend our 
energy and time and strength in going to the people 
of good-will toward Cod and his Theocratic king­
dom, carrying to them the message.” Hope-rousing 
and stirring was his statement: “I feel absolutely 
certain that from henceforth . . those who will form 
the great multitude will grow by leaps and bounds.” 
The arising of 15,000 children this morning was a de­
cisive answer and reproof to the “evil servant” class 
who say, “Humph! where's the great m ultitude?”

Judge Rutherford continued, “I had a cablegram 
from London a fewT minutes ago, calling attention 
to the great number, increasing number, and yet 
throughout the other parts of the British Empire 
“Fayther O’Hooligan’s” associates from down in tin; 
Vatican have put the ‘kibosh’ on public witnesses, 
but witnessing goes on just the same because we are

our  assem bly  being  a  m onth  la te r  th an  
Leicester  we w ere priv ileged to have cop­
ies of th e  new book Children, and  each 
child p re sen t  was p resen ted  w ith  a  copy 
of th is  new book as a  g if t  from  the  
Society.

F ina lly  it was suggested  th a t  the 
following cablegram  should  be sen t  to 
Ju d g e  R u therfo rd , and the  suggestion  
received unanim ous approval and  loud 
a p p la u s e :

B E LF A S T  TH EO C RA TIC ASSEM­
BLY SEND LOVING GREETINGS. 
RECORDS O F  YOUR T H R E E  
T H R IL L IN G  LEC T U R E S LOST IN  
T R A N SIT  F O R  TW O W E E K S  A R ­
R IV E D  IN  P E R F E C T  CONDITION 
F IF T E E N  M IN U TES B E F O R E  AS­
SEMBLY O PEN ED  IN  A N SW ER  TO 
OUR U N IT E D  PRA Y ERS. A UDI­
ENCE T H R IL L E D . D E T E R M IN E D  
TO STAND F IR M  W IT H  YOU A LL 
F O R  TH EO C RA TIC VICTORY AND 
TO P R E S S  F O R W A RD  IN T H E  
N E W  W ORK. — JE H O V A H ’S W IT ­
NESSES IN  IRELA N D .

going to tell the tru th  in our country. . . .  I am loath 
to leave this place. I have not had such a joyful 
time in many days. When I was a fighting young 
man out here in this state (Missouri), I had a diff­
erent thought in mind; that some day I will grow 
to be an old man with a long beard, with a stately 
appearance, and I will sit at the head of my table 
with fifteen children and a lot of grandchildren 
on both sides, but 1 soon got that knocked out of 
my head. But this morning 1 saw fifteen thousand 
children of the King, of the Lord, stand up here 
and sav, 'We are with you and we are going to fight 
with you.’ (Applause) Now let them call me old 
and dried up. It don’t make any difference to me. 
1 can’t help it because 1 have lived nearly seventy- 
two years, but I have lived seventy-two of the best 
years I ever had. (Applause) But I expect to have 
many more and better ones.”

For ever to disprove all published false charges 
and slurs that he is the leader of Jehovah’s wit­
nesses, he said : “1 want to let any strangers here 
know wrhat you think about a man being your 
LEADER, so they won’t be forgetting. Every time 
something rises up and starts to grow, they7 say 
there is some man a leader who has a great followT- 
ing. If there is any person in this audience who 
thinks that I, this man standing here, is the leader 
of Jehovah’s witnesses, say Yes.” But there was a 
unanimous “No!” emphatically. “If you who are 
here believe that I am just one of the servants of 
the Lord, and w e are working shoulder to shoulder 
in unity, serving God and serving Christ, say Yes.” 
The unanimous “Yes!” was strong and unequivocal. 
“Well, you don't have to need me as an earthly 
leader to get a crowd like that to work.” He now- 
asked them to return to their respective parts and 
“put on more steam . . .  put in all the time you can.” 
Then he offered words of benediction.

w orker. The assem bly  rose a t  3:30 p. m. 
and sang  toge ther  the rousing  song "Chil­
d ren  of the  Heavenly  K in g .” The au d i ­
ence w ere th en  seated and w aited  in 
silence for  the  lecture to  begin. W h a t  
w as t h a t?  An echo of ou r  s ing ing?  No, 
b u t  the recorded s tra in s  of the  same tune  
and  w ords  from St. Louis w here  the  
b re th re n  had  ra ised  th e ir  voices in jo y ­
ous song_even as we had  likewise done. 
T hen  came th e  pleasing  voice of Ju d g e  
R u th e r fo rd  again. T h is  was a m essage 
for one and  all, young and  old, pa ren ts  
and  children. In s truc tion  for  the  li ttle  
ones to aid them  in tak in g  a  firm s tand  
for  th e  K ing  of K in g s ; advice to th e  p a r ­
en ts  in respec t to  th e ir  children, and  a 
g lorious vision of the glorified ea r th  for 
one an d  all. W h a t  a  con tras t  Ju d g e  
R u th e r fo rd  d rew  between the  p resen t-day  
relig ious ru le rs  and  the ru le rs  or princes 
of th e  New E arth .’ H ow we long to meet 
those princes!

T hen  the  children  in Belfas t had  a  p r i ­
vilege th a t  even th e  children  in L eicester  
did  n o t  have a t  th e ir  assembly. Due to 

-* * * * * * - -
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Catholic opposition in Bulawayo, S outh ­
e rn  Rhodesia, has been ram p an t  for many 
years. E a r ly  in 1937 the  m ag is tra te  of 
Bulaw ayo seized for  confiscation fourteen  
publications of th e  Society held in the 
hands of local b re th ren . Je h o v ah ’s w it ­
nesses made an application  to the High 
Court of Southern  R hodesia  for the r e ­
lease of these books on th e  g rounds  th a t  
th ey  w ere no t seditious. The H igh  Court 
of Southern  Rhodesia  heard  the  case on 
Septem ber 23, 1937, and ordered  the  books 
be re tu rn ed  to Je h o v ah ’s w itnesses as 
th ey  were not seditious. The m ag is tra te  of 
Bulawayo, chagrined at th is  ruling, took 
an  appeal to the Supreme Court of South 
Africa where the case was heard  before 
Ju s t ice  De Villiers on March 15, 1938. 
Once aga in  Je h o v ah 's  w itnesses were 
g ran ted  the victory over th e ir  Catholic 
adversa ries  and the ir  l i te ra tu re  confirmed 
as not seditious in any  wise. Following 
is quoted from the  Suprem e Court d e ­
c is ion:—

“I t  ap pears  th a t  certa in  fourteen  books 
w r it te n  by  J .F .R u th e r fo rd  have been p u b ­
lished in New York by  th e  In te rna tiona l  
Bible S tuden ts  Association and the W atch 
T ow er  Bible and T rac t  Society. W hen 
these books a rr ived  in B ulaw ayo they  
were detained by the  m ag is tra te  in te rm s
of the  Sedition Act, 1936...........I come now
to  the  m ain  question, viz., w h e th e r  the 
publications are  expressive of an  in ten ­
tion  to  excite disaffection in th is  sense of 
the  w o r d ; in o ther  words, to  p u t  it  baldly, 
does th e  w r i te r  in tend to incite people to 
use force aga ins t  the  government, or to

revolt, and to  commit b reaches of the 
peace? I may say a t  once th a t  in my 
opinion the w r i te r  had  no such intention, 
and his books are  not expressive of such 
an intention. He is a religious p ro p ag an ­
dist, b u rn ing  w ith the zeal of his con­
victions. He condemns m any th in g s  in 
m odern political, ecclesiastical, and  com­
mercial life: and he quotes extensively 
from the Bible, m ainly from the  prophets. 
He m ay p erhaps  intend to inspire  his 
readers  to look with d isfavour and  d is ­
approbation  on all m odern form s of gov­
ernm ent. b u t  no th ing  could be fu r th e r  
from his mind than  to advocate the use 
of force ag a in s t  any  governm ent. The 
bu rden  of his teaching is, 'Come ye out 
from am ongst  them, for th ey  will be de ­
s troyed  by Je h o v ah .’ Mr. H oex te r  freely 
and fa irly  adm its  th a t  the  books do not 
indicate an in tention  of inciting  to fight, 
and r ig h tly  so. But, as Mr. Beadle points 
out, the  m at te r  goes much fu r th e r  than  
that, for the  author, R utherford , ex p ress ­
ly w arns his readers  not to use force.

“T hus in the volume ‘K ingdom ’ (R u th ­
e rford) w rites  (p. 10):—

'Our faith  forbids us to engage in w ar 
or any  o ther  en terprise  th a t  would 
w or k harm  to m ank ind .’

"In 'G overnment' (p. 247) he (R u th e r ­
ford) s ta te s  that:-—

‘W hat is said here agains t  the various 
form s of governm ent is no t  said w ith 
a view to provoke revo lu tion .’

"So again  in ‘S uprem acy’ (p. 51) he 
w rites :  —

"Every nation  has laws, and  every c iti ­
zen of such nation  m u s t  obey those 
laws unless the  law is in d irec t  vio­
lation o r  contravention of God’s law.' 

My conclusion therefore  is th a t  the  books 
are  not expressive of an  in ten tion  to  ex ­
cite disaffection in the  sense above sta ted  
by  me.

“T here  is however an o th er  po in t which, 
though  not ventila ted  in the  Court below, 
is ra ised  in th is  Court by  Mr. Hoexter. 
He contends th a t  the books are  seditious 
because th ey  disclose an  in ten tion  to 
b r in g  H is M ajesty  in person  into ha tred  
and contempt. T h is  a rgum en t need not 
de ta in  me. I t  suffices to say  th a t  there 
is n e ither  jo t  nor t i t t le  in the  fourteen  
books reflecting on His M ajesty, in his 
private , or personal, or individual, ca­
pacity. Mr. H o ex te r 's  contention in this 
behalf  m ust there  fail, as it seems to me. 
I t  follows th a t  in m y opinion the Court 
below was r ig h t  in o rdering  the  hooks 
to be released and re tu rn ed  to the R e ­
spondent Kabungo, and  th a t  the appeal 
should be dism issed  w ith  costs."

L e t  th is  plain, c lear ju d g m en t  suffice to 
answ er  th e  false and s landerous charges 
t h a t  Je h o v a h ’s w itnesses are subversive 
and  causing disaffection. This  learned 
ju d g m e n t  is a  victory of th e  first o rder  
fo r  Je h o v ah ’s w itnesses in th e ir  fight for 
t ru th ,  justice  and freedom of w orsh ip  and 
freedom  to preach  the  Gospel of the  K ing ­
dom, God's Theocra tic  Government.

AWAKE! ANGLICAN CHURCH
Follow ing the p ress  announcem ent of 

the A ustra l ian  G overnm ent’s ban  on J e ­
hovah’s w itnesses Ja n u a ry  1941. an evan­
g elis t  ed ito r  made a  cry  for the  Church 
to  aw ake and  p ro tes t  aga ins t  such u n ­
chris tian  persecution. T h is  appeal was 
m ade and  published las t F e b ru a ry .  To 
d ate  no p ro te s t  has been forthcom ing 
from the  Anglican Church. W here  do the 
churches s tand to d ay ?  Follow ing is an 
ex trac t  from th is  re l ig ion is t’s appeal 
which was p resen ted  a t  the  Leicester 
convention as  a m a t te r  of in te re s t  to 
Je h o v ah ’s w itnesses : —

"H is to ry  has a  rem arkab le  h ab it  of r e ­
peating  itself, and  prophecy  has a strange 
tendency to become fact. In  the  early  
days of C hris tianity , because in the  very 
n a tu re  of th ings  C h r is t ian ity  was w hat it 
was, persecution  was the  rule r a th e r  than  
th e  exception. T hen  th e  represen ta tives 
of C hris t ian ity  ceased to s tand for w hat 
C hris t ian ity  was, and  the  persecution 
ceased. Now. prophecy  is being fulfilled, 
and because world c ircum stances dem and 
it the re  are  those who, in a  w orld gone 
mad are  t ry in g  to li%*e and  w itness to  the  
d em ands and teaching of Je su s  Christ. 
The resu l t  is, th a t  th ro u g h o u t  the  world, 
on a  colossal scale, persecution  of faithful 
C hris tians is ram pan t again. The la tes t 
m anifestation  of th is  insane persecution 
is in Australia , a  p a r t  of the  B rit ish  E m ­
pire, w here  ‘Je h o v a h ’s w itnesses’ have 
been banned, th e i r  p ro p e r ty  confiscated, 
and th e ir  societies dissolved. Some few' 
years  ago, th is  th ing  happened in G er­
m any (some people ta lk  as  if these 
th ings  only happened  in Germ any), then  
for some m onths the  persecution  of th is  
people has been proceeding in America, 
because th e y  could no t  respond to every 
dem and  of the  state, and  the crue lty  of 
th is  persecution is enough to make angels 
weep. And now. for no o ther  reason th an

the consisten t teach ing  of prophecy, they  
are  accused of p reaching  subversive doc ­
trines, and banned by the Australian  
Government.

"What is the C hristian  Church going to 
say  abou t th is?  T here was much said 
when H it le r  was persecu ting  Je w s  and  
C hristians alike—an outcry  th ro u g h o u t  
the world. Now religious persecution  is 
being  p ropaga ted  in our own E m pire : 
w ha t are  we going to do abou t i t?  T here 
will be unchar i tab le  people who will say 
th a t  ‘J e h o v a h ’s w itnesses’ are  false  p ro ­
phets, and  th a t  th e ir  teaching is an e r ro r  
of the  last days, and th e ir  Society b e tte r  
dissolved. L e t  me rem ind any  such who 
may read these  words, th a t  is n o t  the 
point. ‘Je h o v ah ’s w itnesses’ are  a  C hris t ­
ian Society, th e y  love the Bible, th ey  
s tand  for  its teachings, and are  p repared  
to suffer for it  too. and moreover th ey  are 
m arvellous exponents  of prophecy, and 
it is th is  p rophetic  teaching th a t  has go t 
them  into trouble . The Christian  Church 
genera lly  ignores prophecy, and  it may 
be th a t  because of that.  God raised  up 
th is  people to preach it. I t  is not som e­
th ing  invented for w ar-tim e. T hey have 
preached these  t r u th s  ever since the So­
ciety was founded. And now because of 
th e ir  fa i th fu lness to  God’s p rophetic  Word, 
they  are  being persecuted. I f  th e  C hristian  
Church in th is  country, and in Australia, 
is going to s tand  by and  let th is  m a t te r  
pass w ithou t p ro test, let me rem ind both 
the C hris tian  Church in th is  coun try  and  in 
Australia , th a t  a f te r  'Jeh o v ah ’s w itnesses’ 
it may be th e ir  tu rn  nex t;  i t  ce r ta in ly  
will if th ey  make any a t tem p t to be 
fa ithfu l to God.

"A part from an adm ira t ion  of th e ir  
energetic  zeal, a  zeal th a t  pu ts  most 
C hris tians to shame, the  w r i te r  has n o th ­
ing  in common w ith  ‘Je h o v ah ’s w itnesses , ' 
bu t  they  are  being persecuted  for th e ir

faith , and he feels t h a t  the whole 
C hris tian  Church should raise  its  voice 
w ithou t delay.

"The prophetic  outlook as revealed in 
the Bible is not very com plim entary  to 
the  tw en tie th  cen tu ry  civilization, and  so 
w hen prophecy  is preached, tw entie th  
cen tu ry  civilization revolts, and  persecutes 
those  who preach it. B u t if th is  persecu ­
t ion  continues, God will not reg a rd  it  w ith  
complacency, and  it  will not help the  
cause for which the  E m pire  is fighting. 
I f  the  Christian  Church reg a rd s  the  m a t te r  
w ith  indifference God will judge  her. 
W hen  will th e  C hris tian  Church awake 
and  face these  hideous facts t h a t  are  
challenging  h e r  very  exis tence?  Unless 
the Church arouses itself  out of i ts  le th ­
argy , it will find itself  cast on one side 
as being of no service e i ther  to  God or 
man. We have our own idea as to  the 
pow ers behind the  pow ers th a t  may be 
responsib le  for th is  persecution. No o ther  
relig ious society has given such a  revela ­
t ion  of the in tr igues  of the  Rom ish Church 
in affairs politic. Ju d g e  R u th e r fo rd ’s ex ­
posures of th is  pernicious sys tem  may 
have a  lot to  do w ith  the  persecution. 
B u t  then, all t ru e  C hris tians are  P ro te s ­
tan ts ,  and all t ru e  P ro te s ta n ts  p ro te s t  
aga ins t  evil in every form. ‘Je h o v ah ’s 
w itnesses’ have been fa ith fu l in th is  
m atter ,  a m a t te r  on which the re s t  of 
the  so-called C hristian  Church has been 
cowardly. In  its  a t tem p t  to  save its skin 
th e  church  is in d a n g e r  of losing its soul.

“ ‘Je h o v ah ’s w itnesses’ — a body of 
C hris tians and  prophetic  w itnesses are 
being persecu ted  th ro u g h o u t  the  world, 
and a  p a r t  of th a t  persecution  is tak ing  
place in the  B rit ish  Empire. I t  m ay be 
tak in g  place in th is  very  coun try  sooner 
th a n  we th ink . AWAKE, CH R ISTIA N  
CHURCH, AND MAKE YOUR P R O ­
T E S T !”



R E S O L U T I O N
T w o thousand of Je hovah ’s w itnesses  residing in Greater London,  in assembly  at the 

Holders Green Hippodrome, Sunday,  January 19, 1941, considered  and unanim ously  adop ­
ted the fo l low ing  resolution  :—

W H E R E A S  the press has reported that the activit ies of J eh ovah ’s w itnesses  have  
been considered subversive in Canada, N ew  Zealand and Australia and that their  legally  
const ituted organizations, namely,  the WATCH TOWER BIBLE & TRACT SOCIETY and  
the INTERNATIONAL BIBLE ST UDENTS ASSOCIATION, reg is tered in London, have been  
declared  il legal—

B E  I T  R E S O L V E D —

1. T h a t we grea tly  deplore the  action taken  by 
the  Canadian, New Zealand and  A ustra l ian  go v ern ­
m ents  in recently  banning the  C hris t ian  activities of 
Je h o v ah ’s w itnesses in those lands.

2. T h a t  the charges of be ing  “d isloya l ,” “ causing 
d isaffection.” “delibera te ly  calculated to des troy  
m orale  and ham per the w ar  effort” and “ denouncing 
citizens of the B rit ish  E m pire  as  followers of S a tan” 
cannot be true  and m ust be w ith o u t foundation.

3. T h a t  as Je h o v ah ’s w itnesses we are  loyal law- 
ab id ing  citizens of B rita in  and  fu lly  ren d e r  unto  
Cassar the  th ings  th a t  are  Caesar’s and  ren d e r  unto 
God the th ings  th a t  are God’s.

4. T h a t  we are not engaged in a  w ork  of sp read ing  
disaffection. Our C hristian  activities are  confined 
solely to p reaching  the Gospel of C h r is t ’s Kingdom, 
the  Theocracy, which is the only hope of m ankind.

5. T h a t  the purpose of our Christian  service which 
has been carried  on in th is  coun try  for  the  p as t  s ix ty  
years  is to  b r ing  comfort, hope and  consolation to 
peoples of good-will who love r igh teousness ;  th a t  
th is  C hristian  w ork  conducted in B r ita in  d u r in g  the  
p as t  s ixteen m onths of the  w ar  has s t ren g th en ed  the  
hopes and courage of thousands  of persons who had 
lost fa i th  in God because of the  hypocrisy  of religion.

6. T h a t  as an organization. Je h o v ah ’s w itnesses 
have no t  counselled nor encouraged its associates to 
become ‘conscientious ob jec to rs’ ; th a t  such a  charge, 
w hen made, is wholly false as well as an y  charge  th a t  
we have ‘ham pered the w ar effort.’ (There  are  m any 
in the forces today  who favour th e  message of the  
K ingdom  of God under  Christ  y e t  are  loyally  serv ing 
in the various services.)

7. T h a t  the policy of the Society rep resen ting  
Je h o v ah 's  w itnesses is never to  denounce a  person 
for his beliefs. The Society has never violated th a t  
principle and  has never denounced any  citizen of the 
B ritish  Em pire or any  citizen of any  o ther  government. 
Jeh o v ah ’s w itnesses have denounced the  evils of o r ­
ganized religion and the religious efforts of the  Rom an 
Catholic H iera rchy  a t  Vatican City in su p porting  such 
wicked forms of gan g s te r  ru le  as Nazism and  Fascism.

8. T h a t  Je h o v ah ’s w itnesses are  n o t  pacifists; b u t  
believe in com bating and  exposing the evils of this

U nanim ously Adopted this 
19th d ay  of January 1941.

Copies sent to the  governm ents  of 
Canada, New Zealand, Australia 
and  to the Home Office, London.

day by using  the  sw ord  of the  sp ir it ,  which is the 
W ord of God. and are  wholly determ ined  to continue 
to fight ag a in s t  the Catholic-N azi-Fascist element.

9. T h a t  Je h o v ah ’s w itnesses in B r ita in  who them ­
selves have lost thousands of po u n d s’ w orth  of p ro p e r ­
ty  and goods, and some of them  even life itself, are  
co-operating w ith  th e ir  friends and neighbour's  in 
defend ing  th e ir  homes and p ro p e r ty  ag a in s t  the wicked 
Nazi d em ons’ a i r  w arfare .

10. T h a t  the  false accusations b ro u g h t  aga ins t  
Je h o v ah ’s w itnesses in Canada, New Zealand and  
A ustra lia  have evidently  been brought, ab o u t  by  
leading Catholic relig ionis ts  in those lands; th a t  such 
continued persecution of innocent Chris tians in those 
countries will ce r ta in ly  b r in g  upon such the  d isfavour 
of A lm ighty  God. (Do Canada, New Zealand and Aus­
t ra l ia  des ire  to  follow the fascis t  policy of tlie Catholic 
controlled countr ies of the  con tinen t w here  th ey  have 
suppressed  the activities of Je h o v ah ’s w itnesses be ­
cause of th e ir  s tand  for  t ru e  C hris t ian ity?  Do Canada, 
New Zealand and A us tra l ia  des ire  to  jo in  Nazi Ger­
m any in th e ir  wicked persecution  of Je h o v a h ’s w it ­
nesses? In  Germ any alone six  thousand  of Je h o v ah ’s 
w itnesses lie in H i t l e r ’s concentration  camps, and 
some have been foully  m urdered , m a r ty rs  to th e ir  
C hristian  cause. See Sir Neville H en d erso n ’s rep o rt  
in the B ri t ish  W hite  P a p e r  Cmd. 6120.)

11. T h a t  as  Je h o v a h ’s w itnesses we commend the 
s tand of the  B rit ish  Government ag a in s t  the religious- 
to ta l i ta r ian  combine and  apprecia te  th e ir  k indness in 
p erm ittig  us to fa i th fu lly  ca r ry  fo rw ard  our C hris tian  
w ork  of preach ing  th e  Gospel and  in continuing to 
g ra n t  us  the right of the freedom of assem bly  and 
worship.

12. T h a t  as Jehovah  God’s se rvan ts  we champion 
his name, and are th is  day  resolved to renew our 
covenant rela tionsh ip  w ith  him, the  A lm ighty  God, 
and are  determ ined  to be found faithfu l unto  the  end 
in perform ing  his com m ands; th a t  we will fa i th fu lly  
continue the  w ork  of the  Apostles, and the P ro te s ta n t  
r efo rm ers in exposing the in iqu ity  of th e  Roman 
Catholic H ierarchy , and  continue to help people of 
good-will to  serve Je h o v ah ’s glorious heavenly  govern ­
ment, the Theocracy under Christ.

Signed,
A. PRYC E HUGHES,

(chairm an).
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