International Bible Students Assocla'tlon. Publishers.

VOL. V.

BROOKLYN, N. Y.

No. 1.

Religious and Scientific
- Gleanings

THIS WONDERFUL PERIOD.

There never was . ich a wonderful pe-
riod!. We never before knew so much
or could do so much. We never experi-
enced an age of equal comfort. No part
of yesterday was as glorious as this hour.

The hundred years behind+us are
jammed and crammed with achievements
that outbalance the sum total of progress
since the signing of the Magna Charta.

The average mechanic enjoys luxuries
that Midas, with all his wealth, could
not command. The college freshman has
more real information in his little finger
than the.erudition of the foremost scholar
of the Renaissance. We have done more
to put existence on a sane, logical and
definite basis than did all of our ancestors.

A mere hundred years ago even the
scientist thought that the atmosphere
was simply space-—gas was only a smell.

The first microbe hadn’t disclosed his
identity.

Metchnikoff’s announcement of battling
hosts in every drop of human blood would
have earned him a padded cell.

The best illumination George Washing-
ton could secure came from tallow dips,
lighted by a spark from flint and steel.

Every piece of fabric was woven by
hand.

The only horse-power was four-legged,
and wore a tail.

The steamboat was still building on the
ways of Fulton’s brain, and the wheels
of the steam engine had only moved in
Stephenson’s head.

Jt took BenJamm Franklin two weeks
W Send & olesr {rous Toston wud &,t‘» &
reply from Baltimore.

Abraham Lincoln’s angular frame never
reposed in a Pullman berth,

Garfield called a 20-day
“ocean greyhound.”

It is hardly a year since the father of
antiseptic surgery was gathered to his
fathers.

Electrie light, trolley cars, bicycles, au-
tomobiles, department stores, skyscrap-
ers, 10-cent collars, tinned salmon, air-

. ships, penny newspapers, appendicitis and
power cranes are still infant ideas.

Thirty years ago electricity had never
been hitched to a wheel; gunpowder was
the most powerful explosive; subways
weren’t considered within possibility.

‘“‘Impossibility”’ is now an old-fashioned
word with a definition, but not a mean-
ing. Almost every dream of the past is
a reality today.

The magic cities and the fairy king-
doms of your grandmother aren’t half so
wonderful as the world in which you live.
~The Cincinnati Post.

* * *.

Present-Day Inventions Foregleams of
Messiah’s Kingdom.

The above is surely not exaggeration!
What thanks should be rising from all
our hearts to God, the Giver of every
good and perfect gift! How energetic
we all should be to rightly use present
blessings and opportunities for our own
good, for the good of our families and
neighbors—all men!

Thinking people cannot help wondering
why so many blessings have been crowded
into our day. There is but one answer,
and remarkably few seem to realize
it. Some are disposed to say that all of
these blessings come as a result of an-
other onward step of Evolution! Is this
reasonable? Do we see signs of exces-
sive wisdom in ourselves or others? How
many people do any of us know person-
ally who have ever invented any great,
wonderful or useful article of the many
which go to make up our wonderful day?

Examining carefully the personality and

“liner” an

history of individuals through whom pres- .

ent-day blessings come, we may well be
astonished. We find that wvery few of
them have been men of great education,
and many of them are by no means great
men in any sense of the word, except in
the one particular of their invention. It
is by no means sure that the prodigies of
today are any more numerous than those
of previous periods, but our facilities for
knowing about them have increased a
thousand-fold.

Through. the printed page the knowl-
edge of an invention, carried before the
civilized world, becomes a stimulant to
others, furnishing, perhaps, a connecting
link for another invention. Many of our
great inventors tell us that they merely

(Continued on page 2, column 1.)

MANY MINISTERS PREACHING WITHOUT
DIVINE AUTHORITY SHOULD STOP PREACHING

CLERGY AND LAITY UNSCRIPTURAL TERMS

-
ey

Pastor Russell preached a Sermon on the above topic recently, which seems Well worthy

of space in our columns.

EVIDENTLY the time has come for tell-

ing the common people what the Bible
teaches respecting clergy and laity, titles
of ministers, and ordination to teach and
preach. We have previously pointed out
that the doctrine of Apostolic Succession
started in the second century, A. D. The
bishops claimed that they had the same
authority that Jesus had originally given
exclusively to the Twelve Apostles. On
the strength of this claim they appointed
and ordained the inferior clergy.

This custom still prevails in what are
known as Catholic Churches—Roman, An-
glican and Greek. The principle is wholly
wrong, unscriptural. According to the
Bible, the Church of Christ is not com-
posed of two parts, clergy and laity.
Jesus declared, “One 1is your Master,
Christ; and all ye are brethren.” There-
fore, “/Call no man [Master or] Father.”
St. Paul’s_writings clearly show that in
the early Church the ministers were the
‘gorenpta ~f the ook ond not of g
ent, lordly caste. They were of the
people; and when chosen by the Ecclesia
by the stretching forth of the hand
(Greek, cheirotoneo), they were recog-
nized as of Divine appointment to the
ministry—through the Church.

The customs of centuries were so dif-
ficult to throw off that many of the re-
formers coveted the titles accorded the
Catholic clergy. Nor did they care to
tell the congregation that its word was
supreme in the matter and that its min-
isters were merely by the grace of God
its servants. Others of the reformers,
realizing that Jesus and His disciples
were not styled Reverend, Doctor, etc.,
declined to use these titles, preferring to
be called pastors. This custom still pre-
vails very generally in Protestant Ger-
many and Scandinavia. My Christian
friends and Bible Student associates well
know my objections to the title “Rever-
end,” and hence address me as ‘“Pastor”
—shepherd. Furthermore, I am the elect-
ed pastor of the Washington Temple con-
gregation, the Brooklyn Tabernacle con-
gregation, and also of the London Taber-
nacle congregation. I fail to see any
ground for criticism of my course in this
respect; nor do I make any attack upon
Christian brethren who accept other and
unscriptural titles.

Must Pastors Be Ordained?

‘There is no question that ordination
is necessary to the proper holding of the
office of pastor. The whole question is:
‘What constitutes an ordination to preach,
teach and be pastor amougst God’s people?

This question has received a wide va-
riety of answers. The Roman, Anglican
and- Greek Churches, claiming Apostolic
succession, declare that the authorization
to preach must come through their
apostle-bishops., For this reason Protes-
tant ministers have not been allewed to
enter the pulpits. of these denominations
—until the Xpiscopalians a year ago
granted this concession. Their charge has
been that Protestant ministers are unor-
dained. Of course, if their proposition
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It clarifies a subject long befogged.

be correct, I am just as much unordained
as all other Protestant ministers—and no
more So.

Only since the organization of the
Evangelical Alliance (1846) have the dif-
ferent sects of Christendom acknowledged
‘each other and each other’s ordinations.
Some of them recognize the word ordina-
tion in its true light, as meaning simply
authorization; and others of less spiritual
discernment see merely an outward cere-
mony. Each denomination does its own
ordaining, and makes such ceremonies as
it deems proper. If, therefore, the con-
gregation of Christian believers in Wash-
ington or in Brooklyn or in London or
elsewhere choose to ordain or appoint me
their pastor, it is wholly a matter of their
own what. ceremonies, if any, shall ac-
company that ordination or appointment.
‘Who can dispute this? No Protestant de-
nomination, surely; for their own ordina-
tions are on this basis.

“Not of Men, Nor by 'Man.”

‘The entire subject-of ordination of min-
1sters of the Gospel seems to have fallen
into confusion ~during the shufllings of
the Dark Ages‘ and few seem to have
gotten fully back to the Bible teachings
on this subject or on other subjects. St.
Paul is particular in emphasizing the fact
that he did not receive his commission
as preacher and Apostle ‘of Christ from
his brother Apostles. He distinctly de-
clares himself an Apostle by Divine au-
thorization. This is the general Scriptural
principle underlying Divine Ordination to
the ministry of Christ.

It follows:

Before we proceed with an exposition
of the Bible teaching on Divine Ordina-
tion, it will not be improper for us to
note the practical operation of the dif-
ferent human organizations—of men and
by men merely.

Have all bishops of the Catholic Church,
the Anglican Church, and the Greek
Church been models of propriety, patterns
to the flock? Have all given evidence of
Divine authorization to teach and to
preach the True Gospel? Their staunch-
est votaries must admit that many of
them have been unworthy; and that from
these very ones have proceeded doctrines
and practices contrary to the Word of
God. Of what value, then, are their ore-
dinations by men and of man? None
whatever! On the contrary, the claim
that they were Divinely authorized, and
guided and inspired to be,teachers of the
Church, -helped forward the errors which
they promulgated. By reason of their
elaimed anthority *a teach *he poople
believed them too implicitly and did not
sufficiently criticize their utterances and
practices in the light of the Bible.

How is it today in the various Prot-
estant denominations of Christendom?
Are all those who receive sectarian or-
dination, of men and by man, benefited
thereby? Has such ordination kept them
free from weaknesses of the flesh to
which others were exposed? Has it not,
on the other hand, exposed them teo
greater temptations, because they were
pedestaled by the people and thereby
injured with pride, haughtiness, etc.? Has

(Continued on page 2, column 2.)

From the Report made by a C

ittee of Ind d

t Investigators and authorized

by the International Bible Students Association of Brooklyn, N. Y.

FOREIGN MISSION FACTS

*“This Gospel of the Iingdom shall be preached in all the world for a witness unto ald

nations ;

Pastor Russell resents attacks made by

the Report of the 1. B. 8. A, Committee on- Foreign Missions.

and then shall the end come.”—MATTAEW 24:14.

a “Religious Rambler” (W. T. Ellis) on

We quote the

Sermon in reply, and follow it with a quotation from the ‘“Rambler’s’” own

Report on Foreign Missions, made five years before for a secular newspaper.

It

fully corroborates Pastor Russell and the 1. B. S. A. Committee’s Report, but is

less sympathetic toward the Missionaries.

Apparently, Mr. Ellis’ views are

COLORED according to which party pays for them.

A YEAR AGO the International Bible

Students Association, perplexed by
the conflicting reports, resolved to send a
Committee of Seven to investigate and
give a candid report on missionary pros-
pects in foreign lands—especially in South
India, where it is making a special effort.
Pastor Russell was chairman of that com-
mittee, which otherwise was composed of
four successful business men, one doctor,
and General Hall, of the U. S. A. The
Committee performed its duties conscien-
tiously, and made its Report to one of the
largest Christian gatherings ever held in
New York <ity—in the Hippodrome,
March 31st, 1912. Its Report, published in
pamphlet form, reached a very wide cir-
culation amongst Christian people. We
are authorized to offer the remainder free,
one copy each, to all interested in Foreign
Mission work. A postcard addressed to
“I. B. 8. A., Brooklyn, N. Y.,” requesting
a copy of the Missionary Report, will
receive prompt attention as long as the
supply holds out.

The Committee, in preparing this Re-
port, felt sure that it would be dis-
couraging to some loyal Christian people;
and they therefore laid bare the facts in
as kindly and Christian a manner as
possible. Every one of them being deeply
interested in the heathen, every one of
them a sincere Christian, what else could
they do?

Now, as the Committee feared, the
truthfulness of their Report, which so
many Christian people gratefully ac-
knowledge, has irritated a few persons.
These. evidently fear that we have shat-
tered their idol and discredited. their
fairy tales respecting the immediate con~
version of the world by human. instru-
mentality and more millions of money.
We sympathize with these enthusiasts,
who seem to deceive themselves as well
as others and who shut their eyes to
facts, while hoping against hope to main-
tain exploded theories.

One of these, Mr. W. T. Ellis, alias the
“Religious Rambler,” attacks the report
after the style of Don Quixote. Falsely
he declares that we journeyed on the
same vessel from San Francisco to
Shanghai, giving the impression that we
had not visited Japan at all. Then he
declares that we merely raced through
the country, did not visit all the mission
stations, nor talk with all the mission-
aries; and he wants to know how we
could know anything on the subject of
our Report. Our Report tells the facts.
The Committee of Seven scattered, and
spent six days in Japan, or a total of 42
days of investigation. Our 23 days spent
in India, similarly recorded, would be
the equivalent of nearly six months’ in-
vestigation by one person.

(Continued on page 3,\ column 1.)
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stumbled on their invention. Our suc-
cessful air-brake patent, for instance, is
merely the development of the cruder
thought that water, hydraulic power,
could be used to operate brakes. A still
brighter mind caught the thought, and
realized that air would serve the purpose
better.

Asg an illustration of the fact that men-
tal illumination may be along some one
particular line, we remind our readers of
“Blind Tom.”” He was mnoted for his
wonderful skill in playing any tune that
he might hear. He had ne education; in
fact, he was almost idiotic, incapable of
receiving an education. But he had an
ear for music which made him famous.
Can we claim that we or others of our
day stand so high intellectually as to be
able to look down upon some of the
bright minds of the past? Have we many
Shakespeares, many Byrons, many St.
Pauls, many Ciceros? Have we many
Solomons? or are there many who could
compare with Moses?

The Millennium Has Come.

- 'We must look in another direction if
we would rightly understand and prop-
erly appreciate the meaning of the won-
derful inventions of our day. They are
coming to us because we are living in
the. dawning of a New Dispensation!
They are the foregleams of an epoch so
wonderful as to be beyond our most vivid
imagination. Evidently God has been
gradually lifting the veil of ignorance
from the eyes of human understanding.
Gradually He has allowed us to see the
power of steam—gradually to learn how
to apply it. Later He lifted the veil in
respect to electricity. Now its marvels
are enlightening the world.

Shortly chemistry will be accomplish-
ing wonders for'us—no doubt making un-
‘necessary the mining of coal. From the
air that we breathe and the water that
we drink we shall doubtless shortly know
how to separate the elements necessary
to furnish us the light and the heat indis-
pensable to the world’s progress. Every-
thing is getting ready for the Millennium!
Not only is it coming, but it is here! We
are not, indeed, enjoying its full bless-
ings yet; but what we are enjoying is a
foretaste of them.

All of our hearts ‘should be attracted
more and more to the Lord in thankful-
ness for His wonderful mercies. More
and more we should be studying His
Divine Word, the Bible. From it we
should be coming daily to a clearer un-
derstanding of the Divine Character and
Plan. This alone will chase away. our
ignorance and superstition, and bring us
love, joy and peace.

The. blessings of God now coming: to
the world will center in Christ’s sacrifice
at Calvary. During the past eighteen
centuries His redemptive work has been
the gathering of the Church, and now it
is to mean the blessing of all the families
of the earth, as -the Scriptures have
promised. Yea, the Scriptures clearly
show that these blessings are intended
for those who are in their graves, as well
as for the living.

} HOME RELIGION.

Home religion is as important as per-
sonal religion, and is essential to it.
The relationship between parents and
children grows pure and dear when they
all kneel together and ask the peace of
God to rest on their home. Many of us
remember the dear old days when at the
family altar morning and evening prayers
were offered together, and the Sunday
evening hour, when we sang hymns, each
choosing his favorite.

Through the whole community the in-
fluence of a Christian home spreads. The
town seems purer, the birds sing more
sweetly, the flowers bloom more radiant-
ly. Joy sings its anthems in such a
home as it sings in no other place. And
if this blessedness is to continue, we
must shut out all unkindness, bitterness
and injustice.~Floyd W. Tompkinsg, D.D.

GONG OF TROLLEY CARS TO CLANG
IN OLD JERUSALEM.

The ancient capital of the Jebusites,
whose known history runs back to 1400
B. C., is to resound with the gongs of the
trolley car and the fire engine.

The narrow, tortuous and dirty streets
which the naked feet of the crusaders
trod, are to be asphalted and drained
and kept clean, and will be washéd down
by an up-to-date water supply.

The city, which was the seat of David’s
kingdom, will be lighted by electricity.

Doubtless the Jericho and Jerusalem,
and the Zion and Dead Sea electric rail-
ways will be operated.—I. Y. American.

(Continued from 1st page, 4th columm.)

Many Ministers Should Stop Preaching

. such ordination in any denomination pre-

served its ministers from doctrinal errors
more than the people who did not have a
gimilar ordination of men and by mian?
The answer is found in the numbers
who have left various denominations and
ordihations to go into other denominations
and ordinations. It is answered also in
the fact that today the great majority of
ordained ministers in all denominations
entirely repudiate the Bible as a Divine
Revelation. Their ordination did not pro-
tect them from our modern infidelity,
called Higher Criticism. TUnder its in-
fluence they have ceased to be teachers
of Bible Christianity, and have become
merely essayists, leaders in political and

social reform and in humanitarian work..

Manifestly their ordination of men and
by man did not hold them to the ‘faith
once delivered to the saints.” (Jude 3.)
It did not assist them to appreciate the
Bible as being sufficient “that the man of
God might be thoroughly furnished unto
every good word and work.”

Let us consider the matter again, from
another standpoint. Did any of these
human ordinations of men and by man
impart the Holy Spirit or give a mental
illumination by which any of these hu-
manly ordained ministers were qualified
for preaching and teaching the Lord’s
people? The answer is, No! As deep
spirituality and as deep insight into the
teachings of the Scriptures are to be
found ocutside of the pulpit as inside. The
ordination, evidently, brought no enlight-
enment, no gift of the Holy Spirit—the
thing above all needed by those who would
teach others and expound the Gospel.

Has Served a Bad Purpose.

The ordination of ministers, of men and
by man, has been injurious in that it has
perpetuated the misconception that the
Church is divided into two classes—
clergy and laity. The ordained have been
injured by being puffed up to suppose
themselves of a higher caste than their
brethren. The unordained have been in-
jured in that human ordination has helped
to befog their minds In respect to the
real ordination. Thus the *laity’’ have
been hindered from entering upon the
very service which God intended should be
their chief aim and object. Ia the early
Church, the Elders were ' considered
merely elder brothers of the Church-—not

elders in years necessarily, but advanced.

ones in spiritual things, able to help the
brethren properly .to wunderstand ‘the
Word of God and ‘to attend to all the
duties and privileges . inculcated by the
Gospel for their preparation for a share
in Messiah’s Kingdom. The ordination
of reverend men to be :rulers, and in
some cases dictators of ‘a Church, has
taken away from the Elders the very
services that the Apostle tells them were
to be theirs. Instead, it appoints them
the empty honor of passing the collection
plate and the.communion service. St.
Paul, in his address to the Elders of the
congregation at Kphesus, said, ‘“Take
heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all
the Flock, over which the Holy Splrit
hath made you overseers [Greek, episko~
pos, literally, bishops], to feed the Church
of God.” (Acts 20:28.) Allof those Elders
were under-shepherds, pastors, bishops,
overseers. All of them had the com-
mission to feed the Flock. All of them
had opportunity for teaching the Church.

Divine Ordination to Preach.

All will admit that if preachers are
‘representatives of God, if they speak in
His name, they must have some ordina-
tion from Him. Whoever has not Divine
authority is usurping a holy office and
placing himself in antagonism to God.
As St. Paul suggests, “No man taketh
this honor unto himself, but he that is
called of God, as was Aaron.” (Hebrews
5:4.) The Apostle’s argument is that the
Aaronic priesthood was typical of the
higher Priesthood of Jesus—the Melchize-
dek Priesthood. Aaron and his sons
belonged to the tribe specially called to
the Divine service; and they were spe-
cially called out of that tribe to be the
priests. The antitype is Jesus, the
High Priest or Head Priest, over the
under Priesthood—all the true members
of the Church of Christ. This St. Peter
shows, saying, not to the clerics, but to
all the Church, “Ye are a Royal Priest-
hood, a holy nation, a peculiar people,
that ye should show forth the praises of
Him who hath called you out of darkness
into His marvelous light.”—1 Peter 2:9.

As Aaron received an anointing, qual-
ifying him for the typical priesthood, so
Jesus received an anointing of the Holy
Spirit, qualifying Him to be the Head
or Chief Priest over all the Church, the
under-priesthood. The begetting' of the
Holy Spirit came upon Jesus at His bap-
tism. That anointing gave Him authority
to preach and teach in the Father's
name. There His ministry began, as He
tells us Himself in His sermon in the
Nazareth synagogue, where He read the
opening verses of Isaiah 61, and declared
that their fulfilment had been reached in
His own person: ‘“The Spirit of the Liord
God is upon Me; because the Lord hath
anointed Me to preach good tidings unto
the meek.”—Luke 4:17-21.

The Church Anointed to Preach. .

‘While Jesus was with His disciples,
He sent them forth to preach in His

name, not in the Father’s name; for the
Father had not yet acknowledged them
by giving them the anointing of the
Holy Spirit, as we read: “The Holy
Spirit was not yet given; because Jesus
was not yet glorified.” (John 7:39.) But
when Jesus, having finished His ministry
and sacrifice, was leaving Xis disciples,
He directed them not to preach, but to
tarry at Jerusalem ‘until ye be endued
with power from on High.”—Luke 24:49.

The promised power from on High
came at Pentecost. Immediately they
began to preach and to teach; for they
had received the Divine anointing, as
Jesus had received it at the time of His
baptism. This Divine anointing consti-
tuted their ordination, their authority
from the Father as members of the Body
of Christ, the Royal Priesthood, to be His
mouthpieces. This Divine anointing
came not merely upon the twelve
Apostles; but it has all through this
Gospel Age constituted the blessed recog-
nition of the Father and of the Son to
all who receive it. ' In the typical picture,
Aaron had the holy anointing oil poured
upon hig head, and it ran down to the
skirts of his garment. All the members
of his body thus came under the anoint-
ing. So Jesus, the Head of the Church,
received the anointing at the beginning
of His ministry; and from Him at Pente-
cost by the Divine appointment it has
flowed down over all the members of His
Church. Every one receiving the anoint-
ing of the Holy Spirit is a qualified
ambassador of God to speak in His name.
As St. Peter says, every such one is a
Royal Priest. St. John refers to this
same anointing, saying, ‘“Ye have an
unction [anointing] from the Holy One,
and ye all know it.”

Who Lack Divine Ordination?

From what we have said it must be
clear that no one is entitled to speak for
the Almighty unless he have this Divine
Ordination of the Holy Spirit. Human
titles and human ordinations are wholly
inadequate to make a real preacher and
teacher in the Church of Christ. But the
spirit-begotten are fully authorized to
use their every opportunity under all cir-
cumstances and conditions.. There is no
division of these spirit-begotten ones
along the lines of clergy and laity. God
never recognized such distinctions and
divisions. His ambassadors bear the
marks of identification that none others
have. They have a knowledge of the real
Gospel, and of the real character of God.
They are guided by the Holy Spirit, step
by step into the deep things of God.

We subimit that if a knowledge of the
Truth be an indication of an enlightening
influence of the Holy Spirit, then mnot
every preacher in the world gives evi-
dence of a Divine Ordination to teach and
to speak as a Divine Ambassador. We
must put away the foolishness of the

Dark Ages, and the misconception that a
few mumbled phrases were ever the
Divine method of inducting the Royal
Priesthood into their service as ministers
of the Truth.

“Preach the Word.”

All of God’s people are preachers. All
are ordained to preach His Word. The
begetting influence of the Holy Spirit is
the only ordination necessary, and with-
out it no one has Divine authority to
preach. Preaching, in the broad sense
of the word, means to declare, to make
known. The Word of God makes no
division of His people into clergy and
laity, ‘“He that hath My Word, let him
preach My Word faithfully, saith the
Lord.”—Jeremiah 23:28.

Let us declare God’'s Message in its
purity and simplicity, whoever may hear
and whoever may forbear. Let us not
be disappointed if the worldly-wise will
think it foolish, as in St. Paul’'s day.
Let us not be surprised if the preaching
of God’s Message still brings odium, as
it did upon the Master and His faithful
Apostles. The world knows us not, even
as it knew Him not. Thé world recog-
nizes not the true Message today, even
as it has always failed to recognize it
in the past. In this respect the ‘Chris-
tian world” today is like the ‘“Jewish
world” of our Lord’s day.

The essence of the true Message—the
Gospel of Christ—is that Jesus died for
sinners, the Just for the wunjust, that
He might bring mankind back to God;
the false message denies that man ever
fell from the Divine likeness, and there-
fore has no need of a Redeemer. Such
spurious gospels are false; for they leave
out the very core and essence of the
Divine Message. By whatever honorable
channel they may come, we may be sure
that they are of the Adversary himself.
They make void the Word of God, the
death of Jesus as man’s Ransom-price,
the Resurrectlon, and the Second Advent,
which is for the purpose of giving man-
kind the glorious blessings and privileges
bought with the blood of Jesus Christ
our Lord.

The true Message contains not a word
about an eternity of torture at the hands
of fire-proof demons. On the contrary, it
is a Message of ‘“‘good tidings of great
joy which shall be to all people.” It
does not contain even one word which_
would discredit the Wisdom, Justice, Love
and Power of the Almighty, whose tender
mercies are over all His works, and
whose salvation is yet to be extended to
the ends of the earth. All shall be
brought to a knowledge of the Truth.
Those whe persist in loving iniquity and
hating righteousness shall eventually be
destroyed in the Second Death. Then
‘“every knee shall bow and every tongue
confess, to the glory of God.”

LIFTED BY WHIRLWIND OUT OF SIGHT

“Bnoch walked with God aend he was not.”—GENESIS 5:24,

THE Bible tells of three notable men

who disappeared—God took them.
One of these, Enoch, we are told, did not
die. Another of them, Moses, we are
told, died and was buried. Of the third
one, Elijah, it is not stated whether he
died or not. But it is our understanding
that he died.

The “heaven’ to which Elijah was taken
by a whirlwind was the aerial heaven,
in which the birds fly. His taking away
after this manner was in order to com-
plete the typical features of his life, as
we shall see. That neither he nor Enoch
went to Heaven, in the sense of passing
into the heavenly or spiritual state, and

.into the presence of God, is clearly tes-

tified to by Jesus, who declared, “No
man hath ascended up to Heaven, save
He who came down from Heaven, even
the Son of Man.” (John 3:13.) Asthough
.of Enoch it is declared that he was trans-
lated that he should not see death, it is
not stated that he was translated to
Heaven. And our Lord’s words assure us
that he was not. Where he now is no
man knows. We can merely by faith
accept the fact.

The object served in the translation of
Enoch probably is to show by and by
that it was quite possible for God to
have maintained our race in life per-
petually—that only because of sin was
it necessary for Adam and his family to
die; that when sin and death .shall be
abolished by Messiah, during His King-
dom, and when the willing and obedient
of mankind shall have been brought to
human perfection again, they will never
need to die. The preservation of Enoch,
an imperfect man, for five thousand years,
by Divine power, will be an evidence to
mankind and an assistance to their faith
while the work of restitution will be pro-
gressing. Enoch himself is one of those
Ancient Worthies who, during the Mil-
lennium, will be one of the “Princes” or
rulers in the earth, representatives of
Messiah’s invisible Kingdom. “Instead
of Thy fathers shall be Thy children,

~whom Thou mayest make Princes in all

the earth.”—Psalm 45:16.

Elijah a Type of the Church.

As Melchizedek (a king and priest at
the time) represented or typified the
Church in glory, so Bible students under-
stand that Elijah, the Prophet, typified or
represented the Church in the fiesh—this

side 'the vail—from Jesus to the present.
Thus, long after Elijah's death, God,
through the Prophet, declared to Israel,
Behold, I send you Elijah the Prophet be-
fore the great and notable Day of the
Lord, and if he do not turn the hearts of
the Fathers to the children, and the chil-
dren to the Fathers, then the earth shall
be smitten with a turse (Malachi 4:5, 6)

“‘a time of trouble such as never was
since there was a nation.” John the Bap-
tist, as the forerunner of Jesus in the
flesh, typified this greater Elijah (the
Church in the flesh), the forerunner of
the Messiah of glory. As John the Baptist
did not succeed in bringing the people
into harmony with the Fathers (Abra-
ham, Isaac and Jacob, etc.), so likewise
the Church in the flesh, as God foresaw,
has not been successful in bringing peace
to the world.

As John the Baptist’s failure with
Israel was followed by the overthrow of
their national polity in A. D. 70, so, we
believe, the failure of his antitype, the
Church in the flesh, to bring in harmony
and righteousness, is by Divine intention
to be followed by the world-wide trouble
which will humble man and prepare the
way for the establishment of the Mes-
sianic Kingdom in power and great glory.

Caught Up in a Whirlwind.

Many Christians have not noticed that
there is not only a difference between
the heavenly salvation, which God has -
provided for the Church, and the earthly
‘restitution (Acts 3:19-21) which God has
provided for the world, but additionally
there are two distinet classes of the
Church brought to our attention in the
Bible. First, we have the faithful Royal
Priesthood, -styled ‘“The Body of Christ,”
of which Jesus is the Head. These have
the promise that they shall sit with Christ
in His throne and be judges of the world
during the Messianic Reign. The other
class ‘of saved ones on the spirit plane,
the Scriptures designate as a ‘“‘great com-
pany, whose number no one knows.,”
(Rev. 7:9.) These are different from the
“elect,” whose number is positively fixed
by Divine predestination——one hundred
and forty-four thousand. As that com-
pany is Scripturally styled a “little flock”
and a “royal priesthood,” so the ‘great
company,’”’ in the Bible, are styled anti-
typical Levites, While the ‘elect” sit
upon the Throne with Christ, this second-

e
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ary class of the saved will serve before
the Throne. While the saintly few will
wear crowns of glory, the greater com-
pany of their brethren, before the Throne,
will have no crowns, but instead have
palms of victory. While the ‘“elect” are
the living stones of the temple of God,
soon to be brought together in the “first
resurrection,” to' be the meeting-place
between God and men for a thousand
years, the ‘“‘great company,” the Levitical
class, are neither living stones nor pillars
in this Temple, though they will be
blessed. with the glorious opportunity of
serving God in this Temple day and
night.

Having located Elijah as the type of the
s‘elect’” class, Bible students are inclined
to consider Elisha as probably a typical
character; also a representative of the
greater spiritual class, the antitypical
Levites. It was toward the close of Eli-
jah’s experience that Elisha became his
servant and companion. The various in-
stances in which Elijah suggested to
Elisha that he should tarry behind are
supposed to represent the trials and diffi-
culties in the pathway of the Church here,
which will suggest to the ‘great com-

pany,” the Elisha class, that they continue
not to follow their more zealous brethren
of the HElijah class. These various stop-
pages and suggestions represent sifting
or separating work, and all who continue
on may be understood to belong to the
Blisha class. Any falling away are not
of either class.
Chariots and Horsemen of Fire.

If these interpretations of Elijah as a
type be correct, the lesson is that the
close of the Church’s career in the flesh
will come suddenly, abruptly. The fiery
chariot may prove to be fiery trials or
sharp persecutions, separating between
the Hlijah and the Elisha classes. The
whirlwind - which carried up Elijah to
heaven is g type or figure, very uniformly
used in the Scriptures to represent great
confusion and strife—a cyclone.

The denouement will not be entirely
unexpected, either by the Elisha class or
by “the sons of the prophets,” who would
represent here a nespectable class of Bible
students who have not made a full conse-
cration of their lives to the Lord, and
who will not be eligible to the heavenly
condition as members either of the Elijah
or the Elisha class.

FOREIGN MISSION FACTS

(Continued from page 1, column 4.)

Our I 'B. 8. A. Committee were not
commissioned to investigate missions,
nor merely ito ask missionaries to cor-
roborate reports promulgated by mis-
sionary societies. We visited and inter-
rogated the people, saw their conditions,
attended meetings, etc. As for the chair-
man, this critic charges in one breath
that he did not preach the sermons which
appeared in the newspapers of the world;
and in the next breath declares that he
spent all his time in preaching and there-
fore had no time for investigation. A
discerning public read between the lines
of such criticism what the Bible symbol-
jeally describes as ‘‘gnashing of teeth.”

The Only Practical Method.

If millions of money were being spent
to give instructions in French, if the
teachers gave glowing reports of their
success, and if a committee of business
men were sent to investigate the success,
would they ask the teachers and pro-
fessors for a confirmation of the reports
they had already made, or would they go
amongst the pupils, and seek to ascertain
to what extent they had a knowledge of
French? There can be but one answer
to this question. The principle applied
‘to Foreign Missions shows that our Com-
mittee took the only proper course for

ascertaining the facts.  They-did obtain

them, and we believe that every mis-
sionary and every other person who has
been in foreign lands, within the last
© five years, will, on reading the Report,
concede that it is very truthful, and at
the same time extremely sympathetic.
Surely the Committee’s method and Re-
port will commend themselves to un-
prejudiced intelligent minds. Probably
Brother Ellis’ difficulty is fear that the
hollowness of missionary claims is coming
to the light.

4#Not Understanding the Scriptures.”

Sympathy for the heathen and doc-
trinal errors respecting the everlastmb
future led Christianity astray in its
missionary work. In full harmony with
other nonsense received from the Dark
Ages, we believed God intent upon hurling
all the heathen to everlasting torture,
unless they should hear about the Saviour
in the present life and should accept Him
and become saints. Frenzied by this mis-
conception of the Divine Character and
Plan, godly people hastened to give their
lives and their money for the rescue of
the heathen from the fate which they
erroneously supposed an all-wise, all-
just, ali-loving and ali- powerful God had
foreordained for the Non-Elect.

Now our (former) darkness is depart-
ing. As we began to see the utter hope-
lessnéss of our claim that we could ever
convert the world, we also saw that we
had misunderstood our Heavenly Father’s
Plan in respect to the heathen. . We
began to see that only the first part of
the Divine Program has yet been put into
operation; viz., the gathering of the Elect
from all natlons to constitute the Bride
of Christ, to be Joint-heir with Him in
the Abrahamic promise, “All the families
of the earth shall be blessed in thy
Seed.”” Now we see that the saintly few
from every nation and from every de-
nomination of Christendom will constitute
the True Church, the True Bride of
Christ, the Queen of Glory, the Seed of
Abraham.—Galatians 3:29.

“This Gospel of the Kingdom.”

Our hallucinations respecting eternal
torment, which the Bible,. rightly trans-
lated and properly understood, does not
teach—as every scholar in the world will
agree—has been the foundation of all our
errors. Alas, that so many ministers and
learned men should have cast away their
Bible without ascertaining that it is in

U N b wdr b xbr b wh b b s wds
g ‘What Say the Scriptures About
(l SHEOL—HAPES—HELL ? E
plaining every verse in the Bible in [é
which the word Hell is found, will
Address, Bible & Tract Society, {é
Brooklyn, N. Y.

A very interesting pamphlet, ex-
{ be sent on postal-card request, free. ! é
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direct conflict with all our creeds! Mis-
sionary labor has appealed to the most
devout of God’s people, the most sym-
pathetic. Even though they have mis-
understood, we may be sure that God has
granted a heart blessing to all lovers
and supporters of missions. This is no
reason, however, why we should continue
to be blind to the true situation. We
must no longer delude ourselves with the
thought that it is possible to con-
vert the people even in our home lands,
until God’s time, under Messiah’s King-
dom; for “Unto Him every knee shall
bow.”—Romans 14:11; Philippians 2:10.

Think not that the Bible has no mes-
sage for heathen lands! Think not that
we are opposed to the heathen or to
good works done for them! We are op-
posed merely to misrepresentation of God
and the Bible amongst the heathen, even
as in the past we misrepresented both at
home. We are deeply interested in the
work which the Bible declares-should be
done amongst the heathen—a work, how-
ever, which the missionaries have not
been doing. “The Gospel of the Kingdom”
was to be preached to all nations before
the end of this Age should come—not for
their conversion, but for a witness. to
them—for the purpose of gathering out
God’s Flect to be Messiah’s joint-heirs
ifi “His work of universal blessing.

‘The Gospel of the Kingdom means the
good news respecting the Kingdom. The
I. B. S. A. has missionary workers in
India, China and Japan, informing such
of the peoples there as have the intelli-
gence to comprehend the Message. Many
of them are rejoicing in the good news
that Messiah’s Kingdom is about to be
established; and that their friends, in-
stead of being in either purgatory or
eternal torture, are merely asleep in
death, awaiting the blessing which Jesus
promised, saying, “All that are in the
graves shall hear the voice of the Son of
Man and come forth” to a resurrection of
judgment, trial, testing, to prove who
will accept the gift of eternal life and
who will reject it and suffer the pen-
alty—Second Death.—Romans 6:23.

To a certain extent, wherever the Bible
has gone, this Gospel of the Kingdom
has gone. If the missionaries had only
read the Bible to the people and had not
attempted to teach the creeds of the Dark
Ages, many more in heathen lands today
would 'know about Messiah’s Kingdom
and appreciate the import of the prayer,
“Thy Kingdom come; Thy will be done on
earth, even as it is done in Heaven.”
But the missionaries apparently for the
last few years have been telling those
would hear them at all, very little of
anything religious. Their activities are
chiefly with the children; and as our Re-
port shows, the children get scarcely any
religious information, and many of the
denominational schools are being turned
into civil or State schools, with the un-
derstanding that there shall be no religion
taught with the money appropriated by
the governments for secular instruction.

Missionary Effort Postmillennial.

The admitted failure of missions as
respects religion and as shown by the
fact that there are twice as many

heathen today as there were a century.

ago means the fall of the Postmillen-

‘nial theory—that the thousand years of

Christ’s reign will precede His Second
Coming; that the Second Coming of
Christ cannot take place until after the
world has been converted and has had
a joyous reign ‘of righteousness for a
‘thousand - years. Following this erro-
neous theory, all effort has been concen-
trated upon converting the world, and
thus bringing in the Millennium.

Our Catholic brethren claim that this
thousand-year reign of Christ ended in
1799; that we are now in the <“little
season’’ mentioned in Revelation 20:3;
and that the success of Protestantism
during the last 112 years is the loosing
of Satan. This is the explanation given
in the footnotes of some editions of the
Catholic Bible. It must be discouraging
to our Catholic brethren to see how many
blessings have come to the world under
what they claim is Satan’s régime. Surely

some of them will contrast this with the
superstition, bigotry, and the persecut-
ing spirit which seemed to dominate
both Protestants and Catholics during
what they claim was the Millennium.
As for Protestants in general, the kind-

est statement of their position is that -

they are confused. They do not like to
agree with Papacy that the Millennium
is past; and yet they agree with Papacy
in claiming that the great kingdoms of
Furope are parts of Christ’s Kingdom,
notwithstanding the fact that they are im-
poverishing themselves to prepare for
blowing each other off the face of the
earth.

Christ’s Kingdom Brings Millennium.

Premillennialists hold that Christ’s
Second Advent precedes the establish-
ment of His Kingdom; and that the
Church during the Gospel Age is in prep-
aration for the Kingdom honor, glory and
service. Such believers in the teachings
of the Bible alone are preaching that the
coming of Messiah’s Kingdom is the hope
of the world, and that the call of the
present is for the Elect, to share in the
Kingdom. Hark to the Master’s words,
“Fear not, Little Flock; for it is your
Father’'s good pleasure to give you the
Kingdom.”

To these it i# not astounding that the
heathen are not all converted, either at
home or abroad; for they realize that
God’s Word does not so teach. They
find the Scriptures to tell that at the
Second Coming of Christ ‘“the nations
will be angry,” and God’s wrath will come
upon them. “‘There shall be a time of
trouble such as never was since there
was a nation.” 'They find that dur-
ing that time Messiah’s Kingdom will

be established, and that inéidental to its

establishment the First Resurrection will
take place. They note Jesus’ words,
“Blessed and holy are all they that have
part in the First Resurrection; * * #
they shall be priests unto God and unto
Christ and shall reign with Him a thou-
sand years,” ‘“upon the earth.”’—Revela-
tion 20:6; 5:10.

But PremiHlennialists very generally

make two mistakes: (1) They think of
His Kingdom as one in which Christ
and the saints will hold earthly court.
They fail to discern that the resurrec-
tion change raises both Christ and the
Church fully out of the human nature
into the Divine nature; and that God’s
Kingdom, spiritual and all powerful,
will bless mankind through earthly agents
already prepared. These will be the
saints whe died previous to Pentecost,
and whose resurrection will be to -human
perfection—to which all of the Non-Elect
world wiil ‘Hidve opportunity of attaining.

(2) Premillennialists fail generally to
discern :that the Bible teaches that
blessings iwill be granted the Non-Eilect
who have died during the past six thou-
sand years, without having full oppor-
tunity of attaining to life everlasting.
They have overlooked the Scriptural
statement that all the dead of Adam’s
race sleep until the Resurrection; that the
Morning of the Great Day of Messiah’s
Kingdom will be the Resurrection Morn-
ing,. not only for the Church, but for the
sleeping billions of humanity. Our un-
scriptural conceptions of the dead, as
alive in Paradise or in Purgatory or in a
Hell of torture, came originally from the
heathen; but we have used our greater
enlightenment to intensify the joys of
the heathen Paradise, and the sufferings
of the heathen in the intermediate state.
Hence it is that the most intelligent people

O zealous friend of missions and men!
Thy questioning lines reveal

A Martha’s care for the Master’s cause
Not needful for thee to feel.

Your verse declares that Heathendom
wails,
And eagerly ‘“pleads for light”;
‘While Christian prayer and denial fails
To rescue their souls from blight.

You say, ‘“They cry on misery’s brink
For succor within our power”;
“Yet twenty-nine hundred heathen
sink
Into Christless graves each hour.”
Are you more wise than the Father,
who gave
To Justice His cherished Son?
Or has the Lord of a conquered grave
Abandoned His work undone?

Doth God depend on fallible men
To publish “The Only Name?”’

And, if they fail, can His Love condemn
The helpless to endless flame?

Hath He, who claims all silver and
gold,
Ordained that my scanty store
Must win a soul for the upper fold
Or sink it forevermore?

Hath He, before whose radiant face
The heavens and earth shall flee,
Consigned the fate of a blood-bought

race
To mortals like you and me?

Tell us, O Christ, who suffered such
loss;
Have billions of untaught slaves
Been wrecked in sight of thy blood-
stained cross
And perished in hopeless graves?

HEATHENDOM’S HOPE FUTURE; THEREFORE, WAIT THOU UPON THE LORD

ISATAH

in the world, by neglecting God’s Mes-
sage, the Bible, today believe things re-
specting God and His purposes more
monstrous than any of the doctrines of
demons which afflict the heathen world
and drive them from God in fear.

Applying Now Our Text.

‘We note that the Lord did not say that
the Gospel would convert the world, but
merely that it would be a witness to
them. The word here translated ‘“‘wit-
ness’” is in the Greek Marturion, from the
root martus, the equivalent of our Eng-
lish word martyr. Thus 'seen, this text
agrees with all of the Master's testimo-
nies to His followers that in becoming
His disciples they would be sacrificing
earthly friendships, honor, ete.; and that
they would bring upon themselves suffer-
ings. 'To be His disciples, therefore, they
must be martyrs, witnesses for the Truth
and the light, in the midst of darkness,
bigotry and superstition. The additional
light and Truth which the followers of
Jesus would possess and testify to would
make of them martyrs; and only such
would be accounted worthy to share with
Him in the coming Kingdom. ‘Marvel
not * * * if the world hate you, ye
know that it hated Me before it hated
you.  If ye were of the world, the world
would love its own’’; but now “ye are not
of the world”’; for “I have chosen you”
out of the world, “and ordained youw.”
“Whosoever will live godly in Christ
Jesus shall suffer persecution.” ‘“To him
that overcometh will I grant to sit with
Me in My Throne.”

Our text contains the Gospel in a nut-
shell. It tells of a coming Kingdom. It
tells of a proclamation of that Kingdom
during this Age, in advance. It tells that
such a proclamation will be marturia—a
witnessing through suffering. It implies
that the sufferings of the witnesses will
demonstrate their loyalty to God and their
worthiness to be joint-heirs with Christ
in that Kingdom for which they pray,
“Thy Kingdom come; Thy will be done
on earth, even as it is done in Heaven.”

THE MISSION FIELD
As Reported by Mr. W. T. Ellis in 1907:

“Up to the present foreign mission
work has been a mere reconnaissance in
force, and not a war. One of the hurtful
delusions of the home churches concern-
ing foreign missions (a delusion some-
times fostered by ILL-BALANCED RE-
PORTS FROM THE FIELD) is that the
whole heathen world is on the verge of
conversion to Christianity. One of the
commonest figures of missionary oratory

‘represents the nations as crowding into

the Church. Now, the unwelcome FACT
is that heathendom, a$ a whole, has
SCARCELY BEEN BUDGED by missions!
Great as have been missionary triumphs
in spots, the whole mass has hardly been
touched by the Christian teachings. Even
enlightened Japan, which many persons
believed to have become almost Chris-
tianized, is still rankly heathen, except.
for a small percentage of the population
which only the mind cf faith can invest
with conquering powecr. The overwhelm-
ing and, at first sight, immovable and
lmpregnable heathenism of MISSION
LANDS is a challenge to the Churches.”

FREE ILLUSTRATED REPORT.
Foreign Missions Investigating Commit-
tee’s Ilustrated Report FREE upon pos-
tal-card request. Address, International
Bible Students Association, Brooklyn,

-
é

25 :9.
Creeds answer—Yes! but reason cries—
No!
And reason and Truth agree:
No jot can fail of that Word, I know,
“I will draw all men unto Me!”

When all are drawn by wooings of love,
And knowledge and duty blend,

Then only they who rebellious prove
Will merit a traitor’s end.

God hasteth not: the centuries sweep
All obstacles from His path.
His gracious Plan worketh wide and
deep,
‘While slow is His righteous wrath.

His glory yet shall cover the earth
As waters o’erspread the sea:
Each soul shall learn of the Saviour’s
worth
And blood of Atonement free.

“Good will to men!”’—Blest echoes that
thrill
“first
grand—
“Shall be to all,” when on Zion’s hill
The “Bridegroom” and ‘‘Bride” shall
stand.

His fruits” with rapture

God works by means, or worketh alone,
As serveth His purpose best;
By infinite hands makes His power
known,
Or showeth His arm undressed.

O brother mine! no longer repine,
Nor question God’s Love and might;
He sips the cap of a joy Divine
‘Who readeth the lesson right.
—George M. Bills.
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WHAT IS THE INTERNATIONAL

BIBLE STUDENTS ASSOCIATION?

THIS Association sprang up spontane-
ously and gradually during the past
thirty years, but particularly during the
past ten years. It is composed of thinke-
ing Christian people of various ages who
are studying the Bible reverently and
profitably. There are no limitations as to
membership, except such as could be
properly applied to any true Christian:
(1) Faith in God as the great Creator
and Heavenly Father; (2) Faith in the
Lord Jesus Christ as the world’s Re-
deemer; (3) Faith in the Bible~—that it is
the inspired Message of God, respecting
His will and purposes in connection with
mankind; (4) A clean and honorable life,
Our Association finds this platform
broad enough for all true Christians, re-
gardless of all denominational lines, quirks
and frills. 'We have no bondage, and
any one is as free to leave the classes as
to enter them. Indeed, following the

example of the early Church in this, as -

well as in other matters, we avoid any
special manner of joining these classes,
or any special enrollment, or any special
commitment as to faith and practice
other than the broad principles already
mentioned.

The International Bible Students Asso-
ciation has classes in nearly every city in
many countries, and you may also desire
to know about these and their relation-
ship to each other and to the Association.

Each class of the International Bible
Students Association is independent, man-
ages its own affairs, conducts its own
meetings, and provides for its own ex-
penses. The Association provides public
instructors and ministers to lecture on
the Bible, and to give suggestions as to
the methods of the primitive Church, and
as to the best means of conducting Be-
rean Bible Classes. No Class is obliged
to have these lectures, nor to have the
literature which the Association pub-
lishes for their assistance. They all do,
however, find it very convenient to avail
themselves of these helps to Bible study;
and when requested, the Association pro-
vides the assistance to the extent of their
ability—subject to the limitations and the
accessibility of the Classes, and the con-
dition of its treasury funds.

As for the personnel of the classes, they
are from all walks of life—laborers and
physicians, pupils and teachers, house-
wives and society people. They are most~
ly thoughtful, but have been dissatisfied
for years, and have been feeling after
God, and seeking to satisfy their hungry
souls. They are from all denominations
—Baptists, Presbyterians, Catholics, Epis-
copalians, Jews; and a large percentage
were once agnostics. These include all
nationalities, also: English, Scotch, Irish,
French, Italians, Chinese, Japanese, etc.
Indeed, we find that all over the world
.there is an intelligent class who hunger
after God, righteousness and Truth, and
who have nothing satisfactory in any of
the creeds, but are now finding a soul-
satisfying portion in the Bible itself.

Here, as elsewhere, we are asked if
these classes are confined to America.
We say, “No, indeed!”

Throughout Great Britain, France, Ger-
many, Ireland, Italy, Greece, Norway,
Sweden, Denmark, India, China, Japan,
Australia, South Africa, these classes are
to be found, as well as in Canada and
the United States. Indeed, the. original
charter of the Association was a British
one, the office being in London. The in-
ternational character of the work is the
reason for that feature of the Associa-
tion’s name.

It is well understood that many of these
Bible students were wunsatisfied when
they stydied the Bible from various de-
nominational standpoints, and that they
are now satisfied, and we are asked how

" we account for this. Do we use the same
Bible? or how comes it that Presbyteri-
ans, Baptists, Methodists, etc., can gain
a clearer light in the International Bible
Students Association Studies than in their
own denominational lines and classes?

There is a difference. Each denomina-
tion seeks to uphold its own traditions
of the past, some of which are true and
some false. But in our methods all de-
nominational predilections are ignored.
‘We pause not to inquire what Brother
Calvin or Brother Wesley taught, nor
what others taught before them or since.
We go back to the teachings of Christ
and the Apostles and Prophets, and ig-
nore every other teaching. True, all de-
nominations claim more or less to do this,
but they are more or less handicapped by
their traditions and creeds. 'They look
through colored spectacles. 'We ignore
all these, and strive to view the Words
of Inspiration in the light of the context
only, or in the reflected light from other
passages of Scripture. .

There is another reason why our posi-
tion is blessed of God—the time men-
tioned in the Scriptures when the wise
ones of God’s people are to understand is
here. The Scriptures show what all peo-
ple are beginning to realize clearly—that
we are in the dawn of the New Dispensa-
tion. = All the wonderful inventions of
the last eighty years corroborate the tes-
timony that these are the foregleams of a
New Dispensation; and that now, when
these earthly blessings are increasing, is
the time when God promised that He
would give special enlightenment respect-
ing His Word and Plan, which He de-
clares He purposely kept under a veil, a

partial mystery. The Mystery of God is
to be finished, completed, and the full
Plan of God is to be revealed in this New
Dispensation already dawning.

‘We are also asked, ‘Is the International
Bible Students Association affiliated with
any of the regular organizations or
creeds?”

It is not.  'We purposely avoid all such
trammels of thought. Nevertheless, we
are sympathetic with all Christian people
of every creed. We are realizing that the
various denominations were organized,
not for the purpose of dividing and dis-
tracting the Lord’s Flock, but each with
an endeavor to find the light and Truth.
‘We urge Christians to ignore all secta-
rian fetters and fancies, and point out
that there is but one Church, and that
there is but one Head of the Church.

Our public meetings are preferably held
in large auditoriums, opera houses, etc.,
for these prove to be common meeting
places for people of all faiths, and those
without any denominational bias—all who
are Truth seekers, not satisfied with the
husks upon which they have been en-
deavoring for some time to feed.

‘We are often told that considerable in-
terest and comment attaches to the fact
that our Association uniformly advertises
its meetings with “Seats free and no col-
lections.” This has become quite a trade-
mark with our Association, because it is
so different from the usual practice; and
an explanation was requested as to the
object of this, and as to how we get
along without money, or how money is
raised to meet the expenses, which are
often quite large.

As thinking people, we have for years
noticed that the money question has been
the burning question in nearly all re-
ligious meetings. The Church members
are usually assessed up to the extent of
their willingness, or more, and the public
collections are specially taken to “‘milk
the goats’—to get money from the world-
ly. We do not find this method to have
Scriptural sanction, and we are seeking
to follow the teachings and example of
Jesus and the Apostles.

The work started along the lines of
these examples thirty years ago seems to
commend itself to all Bible students. They
received help freely; they are glad to
extend assistance to others without
money, without price, without collections.
Nor are collections found to be necessary.
The Association receives whatever con-
tributions are sent in to it for the carry-
ing on of the work. Such moneys are
not put up as Foundation Funds, nor
consumed in expensive buildings, but are
used promptly, freely, in the dissemina-
tion of free literature and in providing
free public meetings.. The Association is
content to spend what the Lord thus
sends to it, and does not go into debt,
nor make appeals for more money.

Each local class, in arranging for pub-
lic meetings, follows the same course.
Nevertheless, in the case of the new
classes, or those financially weak, the
general Association helps with the ex-
penses. All meetings conducted by the
Association’s representative speakers, and
under its auspices, are strictly free.

“Since you are not gathering people
into different denominations, and since
your International Bible Students Asso-
ciation has nho creed but the Bible, what
would you say that your Association aims
to gather the people into, and what reply
would you make if one should charge you
with trying to build up a'new denomina-
tion at the expense of others?”’

Our Association endeavors to bring all
Christian people into relationship with
the Lord Jesus Christ, as His members.
We recognize that the different denom-
inations contain true people of God, and
we are in full sympathy with such, and
are glad to co-operate with them in any
manner, for the furtherance of the Lord’s

‘obey Him.

work in harmony with the Scriptures.
Our only opposition to sectarianism is
that it attempts to divide God's people,
insists upon the theories of the Dark
Ages, and refuses to recognize the Bible
as paramount in authority. We urge
Christian people to stand for the Divine
Character, Plan and Word, even though
this should mean opposition and perse-
cution from those of the sectarian spirit.

The International Bible Students Asso-
clation labors specially for Christian
unity, on the Bible basis, in harmony with
the words of the Apostle, that “By one
Spirit we are all baptized into one Body.”

The Peoples Pulpit Association.

This is an affiliated association organ-
ized to conduct the interests and affairs

of the Household of Faith in New York
State, and from that center, according to
the requirement of the laws of that State.
It guides the interests of the Bible stu-
dents as respects the holding of public
meetings, supplying speakers and litera-
ture freely.

The Watch Tower Bible and Tract Society
Is the Parent organization, through which
the moneys for all parts of the work are
supplied. To it all voluntary donations
for the work should be made.

Brother Charles Taze Russell is Presi-
dent of all three of these organizations.
Newspapers and the public frequently re-
fer to him by the titles ‘“Reverend,” “Mr.”
and ‘“Doctor’’; but he prefers to be known
as ‘“Brother” or “Pastor,’” because these
are Bible terms.

PRAYERS FOR KINGS AND GOVERNMENTS

“I ezhort, therefore, that, first of all, supplications, prayers, intercessions, and giving
of thanks, be made for all men; for kings, and for all that are in authority; that
we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all Godliness and honesty.”—1 Tim. 2:1, 2.

THE Scriptures tell us clearly that the

kingdoms of this world are not the
kingdoms of our Lord.” (Luke 19:11, 12.)
They inform us in an indirect way that the
world would not appreciate that the af-
fairs of the present order of things are all
under the supervision and care of Satan
(Matthew 4:8, 9; John 14:30); that the
Lord will not set up His Kingdom of
righteousness until His appointed time.
When that time shall come, all kings
and priests and peoples shall serve and
(Daniel 7:27.) His reign will
be the one that will be the ‘“‘desire of all
nations.”

But in the meantime, the Bible gives
us to understand, these present Kking-
doms are given the opportunity of seeing
what they can do under these conditions.
(Daniel 2:27-44.) When the typical king-
dom of Israel was destroyed and the
kingdom was given to Nebuchadnezzar,
it was for the opportunity of seeing what
his kingdom could do. It might be right-
eous or unrighteous.

And so it has been from the kingdom
of Nebuchadnezzar down. They are all
Gentile kingdoms, and not representa-
tives of God. All these various kingdoms
are demonstrating various principles of
government. Mankind under these king-
doms are 'learning lessons of experience
which will be valuable to them in the
future. TUnder these kingdoms we have
seen man battling for rights. Sometimes
they have been defeated, and sometimes
they have been victorious—as the case
may have been. In the various battlings
we have seen righteousness and unright-
eousness striving together; but with all,
policy rules. ’

Under all the kingdoms madankind has
demonstrated that no government by im-
perfect man can rectify the difficulties
which confront humanity. We cannot
abolish sin and sorrow, crying and dying.
Had only one king or one nation been
permitted to experiment with the race,
we would not have known whether or not
other nations might not have been suc-
cessful, had they had the opportunity.
Each nation in turn seeks to be the uni-
versal power, and each claims to be the
better government; as, for instance, the
American Government wants to give bet-
ter government to the Filipinos, and
Great Britain wants to give better gov-
ernment to the people of India and South
Africa. 'What do civilized nations and
tongues do in less civilized lands? What
can they do for the betterment of condi-
tions? In all these countries they show
that selfishness dominates.

Power Used for Selfish Purposes.

We see the fact demonstrated that if
one nation had really the power to bless
others, it would not bless them without
taking advantage of them. Our civilized
nations in heathen lands use their power
in a selfish way—taking money away from
their fellow-creatures. Instead of leading
them to higher and better conditions,

MEN DARE TO THINK NOW!

The former Associate Editor of a well-
known journal of the South spent many
sleepless nights in worry concerning the
“Hell-Fire and Brimstone’ theory. Later
he came inté possession of a volume set-

ting forth plainly an entirely different.

program of the Almighty God. After
reading the book a great burden was
lifted from his mind and he then said:

“It is impossible to read this book with-
out loving the writer and pondering his
wonderful solution of the great mysteries
that have troubled us all our lives. There
is hardly a family to be found that has
not lost some loved one who died outside
the Church—outside the plan of salvation,
and, if Calvinism be true, outside of all
hope and inside of eternal torment and
despair. We smother our feelings and
turn away from the horrible picture. We
dare not deny the faith of our fathers,
and yet can it be possible that the good
mother and her wandering child are for-
ever separated?—forever and forever?

More Light the Watchword!

‘“This wonderful book makes no asser-
tions that are not well sustained by the
Scriptures. It is built up stone by stone,
and upon every stone is the text, and it
becomes a pyramid of God’s love, and
mercy, and wisdom. There is nothing in
the Bible that the author denies or doubts,
but there are many texts upon which he
throws a flood of light that dispels many

dark and gloomy forebodings. I see that
editors of leading journals, and many or-
thodox ministers of different denomina-
tions, have indorsed it and have confessed
to this new and comforting light that has
dawned upon the interpretation of God's
Book. Then let every man read and pon-
der and take comfort, for we are all
prisoners of hope. This is an Age of ad-
vanced thought, and more thinking is
done than ever before—men dare to think
now. Light—more light, is the watch-
word!”

Four Million copies of “The Divine Plan
of the Ages” have been placed in the
homes of Christian people. The book is
published in fourteen different languages.
Aside from the Bible itself, the demand
for this book has been the greatest of any
ever published.
have found that ‘“The Divine Plan of the
Ages” is indispensable to their studies. It
removes the stumbling stones. The book
of 384 pages, neatly bound in imported
cloth, and containing an interesting Chart
of the Ages, is published and distributed
by the Bible and Tract Society, No. 13
Hicks St., Brooklyn, N. Y., for the nomi-
nal sum of 35 cents per volume, any lan-
guage. This book has made Pastor Rus-
sell famous, and has made thousands of
Bible students strong in the faith of God’s
‘Word and a mighty power in the battle
for the Truth.

Students of the Bible’

things have generally been conducted on
a commercial basis. And these very peo-
ples who have more or less taken advan-
tage of others in their extremity and need,
and those peoples who have been taken
advantage of by fear, will all no doubt
learn a good lesson from this experiemce.

God is permitting the nations to learn
these various lessons, before. setting up
His Kingdom in great power and glory.
‘When His Kingdom shall be established,
the contrast between its government and
all these other governments will be so
marke® that all will have a great deal
to learn. No doubt many who suffered
through injustice will be all the better
prepared to appreciate the better govern-
ment when it shall come in.

In the meantime, God’s people who are
being called out to be members in the
Body of The Messiah, are not told to say,
“These kingdoms are not doing well, and
our Kingdom will show this.”” On the
contrary, we should speak encouraging
words: ‘“Your nation is seeming to do
about the best it knows how to do. As
it gets more intelligent, it strives for a
better government.”

Sympathy for Those in Authority.

‘We who belong to the new Kingdom
are as citizens in a foreign country. We
see that we are more or less influenced
by the condition of the things of this
world. We have sympathy with mankind.
We are glad that a New Dispensation is
coming in. We see that these who are
striving to make things better have a
Herculean task. If they were to give
it up to us it would take all of our time;
and under present evil conditions we
could do no better than they are doing.
We have great sympathy for kings and
princes. They do well to accomplish so
much, with sin in every direction.

Our sympathy would lead us to consider
them kindly in our minds. And we may
pray for them such wisdom as God sees
best. It would not be for us to request of
God that one of them should be healed, if
he were sick. If we had some means of
helping, we should use that means; but
as for the results, we should remember
that these lie in the hands of God. We
should help in any way we can. We are
not to specify, but merely to pray God’s
blessings upon these kingdoms.

We are interested in these kingdoms.
because we are interested in mankind in
general. We wish to live a peaceful and
godly life, that we may have that much
more opportunity for reading and study-
ing. (1 “wimothy 2:1, 2.) We are glad
if there is peace in the earth now; and
we do not intend to quarrel. We intend
to pray for these rulers; for we.do not
bélieve that they are at heart black or
evil-intentioned. Perhaps they are trying
to do to the best of their knowledge what
would be the best for all.. Most of the
monarchs of Europe are not wishing to
pull the people into war.

Present Day Blessings.

As to the people who are keeping such
a wonderful government in our own land,
we see how they are having persons to
watch every building that is being erect-
ed; how they give special attention to the
fire department and the Wwater depart-
ment, that there may be a proper supply
and purity of water; and how they care
for the general health of the city, pro-
viding for quarantine, etc., etc. Those
who have charge of the school systems
for the education of the young, and of the
hospital systems, are doing a great work.

‘We should reflect that ours is a happy
day in comparison with what it would be
if we were living as people did in the
time of the barbarians. When we see
the wonderful things which are being
done today—the great buildings, bridges
and other wonderful improvements—we
say, “What is man! Surely a wonderful
piece of Divine mechanism! What things
he can do, even in his imperfect condi-
tion! And what will he not be able to
accomplish when Messiah’s Kingdom is
here, which will put stripes on the dis-
obedient, and utterly destroy those who
will not come into harmony with its rule
of righteousness!”

We are glad that things are moving as
well as they are. Instead of berating
the people who are the leaders, we prefer
to think that they are well-intentioned
people. We can well pray for such with-
out any difficulty in mind. And we. can
fee. glad and thank God that these people
take care of us as well as they do.
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Religious and Scientific
Gleanings

iS THERE A LACK OF CONFIDENCE
IN THE MINISTRY?

Rev. Charles E. Newlin addressed the
regular monthly meeting of Methodist
preachers in Atlanta some time ago, and
{n the course of his address Mr. Newlin
used the words: *“I can prove by 99 per
cent. of the business men of Atlanta that
they lack confidence in the real, true
manhood of the preachers of the city.”

The Rev. B. Frank White, in leaving
the pastorate of the First Presbyterian
Church, of Connellsville, Pa., is quoted
as saying: ‘A man can’t be honest in
the ministry and hold his job.”” As Mr.
White expects to remain in the ministry,
although seeking another field, the infer-
ence is that he prefers a station where he
can preach the Word in a style more in
keeping with his conscientious scruples.

The writer is inclined to believe that
both of the assertions above quoted are
rather broad, if not more or less exag-
gerated. We believe that the great ma-
Jority of ministers are honest, and are
doing all in their power to advance the
cause of religion here on earth; we also
believe that there are some in the pulpit
who have no right to be there. The
vision they saw in the clouds, “G. P. C.,”
meant not to ‘“Go Preach Christ,”” as they
imagined, but to ‘“Go Pick Cotton.”
~—South Georgia Progress.

* k%

Why Ministers Deserve Sympathy.

Christian ministers deserve considerable
sympathy. They are at the present time
In a very tryving position. It is the con-
scientious ones who are in trouble. Be-
hind them are the creeds and theories of
the Dark Ages, to which they are chained:

(1) By the vows which they took at
their ordination.

(2) By the honor of their position in
the sight of their friends and neighbors.

{3) By their financial necessities and
those of their families.

Ministers possessed of an education
know not only that the creeds of the past
are in conflict with each other and with
reason, but also that those creeds are in
conflict with the Bible. Better transla-
tions and older MSS. have shown us the
fallacy of deductions made by our fore-
fathers. Every educated minister now
knows that the Hebrew word translated
“hell” in the Old Testament Scriptures,
means the tomb—the state of death—the
only hell that was known for four thou-
sand vears. They know that in our Com-
mon Versioq of the Bible this word Sheol
is translated grave and pit more times
than it is translated hell. They know
that it never means and never did mean,
anywhere, a place of fire and torture.

Baptist ministers have gotten out a
new Bible, in which they go to the trou-
ble of translating this word Sheol by
three English words, “the under-world.”
This hides the truth from the average
mind about as much as the mistransla-
tion hell does. But it helps our Baptist
friends a little in dealing with Sheol, for
of course, in the grave, in the tomb, is in
“~“the under-world.” Of course nobody
thinks there is another weorld of living
people in the center of the earth, It is
only the dead that are in the under-world
—in the tomb.

All educated ministers know further
that the word Hades, in the New Testa-
ment translated hell, is the Greek equiv-
alent of the Hebrew word Sheol, and
ltkewise means the under-world, the
tomb, the state of death or condition of
death. The trouble with these ministers
§s that they know that their congrega-
tions are not generally aware of the
truth on the subject, and they fear to
tell those truths lest they should be ac-

cused of having practiced deception in
the past, when, as a matter of fact, they
had simply taken from theologians of
the Dark Ages what they in turn gave
to the people, without examining the
Scripture proof.
Honesty to God and Religion Most Com-
mendable

Another difficulty confronting these
ministers is this: For the past twenty
years the colleges of the United States,
Great Britain, Germany, etc., have been
teaching the Evolution Theory—that man
was not created in God’s image, that he
was not in God’s sight “very good,” and
that he did not fall down from Divine
favor. It teaches, on the contrary, that
he was an evolution from the ape, and

(Continued on page 2, column 1)
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HOW JESUS PREACHED TO
THE SPIRITS IN PRISON

“Christ also hath once suffered for sins, the Just for the unjust, that He might bring
us to God, being put to death in the flesh, but quickened in the spirit, by which

[two experiences
—1 PETER 3:18, 19.

death and resurrection] He preached unto the spurits in prison.”

HIS text has been made the basis for
some peculiar presentations. From
it some have deduced an intermediate
state lasting between death and the res-
urrection. Others have claimed it as
an authority for the doctrine of Purga-
tory. The difficulty in every case seems
to be the failure to remember that the
Bible always and everywhere teaches that
the dead are really dead, ithat they know
nothing, and that, therefore, it would
be impossible to do any preaching to the
dead humans. TUndoubtedly the theory
that people are more alive after they
die than when they were alive, is respon-
sible for nearly all the foolish things
which we have all at some time pro-
fessed te believe.

Before dismissing the thought that
these “spirits in prison”” are human 'spir-
its, let us note the fact that to say,
“human spirits,” is an absurdity ef itself,
because human beings are not spirits, and
spirit beings are not humans. “Who
maketh His angels spirits” is the Secrip-
tural proposition. True, we do sometimes
speak of humans as possessing a spirit
of life, but by this we merely mean that
they possess the power or energy of life,
and the same would be equally true of
the lower orders of creation, beasts, fish,
fowl, ete.

Again, we sometimes speak of the
Church as spirit beings—begotten of the
Holy Spirit. Thus the Apostle speaks
of the natural man in contrast with the
New Creature, a spirit being. To appre-
ciate this statement we must remember
that the Church class receives the beget-
ting of the Holy Spirit to the end that,
if faithful, they may attain unto a spirit
resurrection and become spirit beings,
like unto the angels and like to the
Redeemer. But we are not spirits yet,
except by faith—by hope. However, the
context shows that the Apostle had no
reference to the Church, either; we were
not in prisen; we received the Message
of salvation through the Apostles.

Spirits Once Disobedient.

The spirits to whom the message was
given had proven themselves disobedient,
says St. Peter. He even tells us the time
of their disobedience, namely, that it was
“in the days of Noah, while the ark was
preparing.” Surely, if noticing these par-
ticulars mentioned in the context, no one
would be excusable for misunderstanding
this Scripture and considering it in any
way applicable to humanity of our day or
to humanity in general. However, it is
helpful to us to learn the full particulars
of the matter. What was their disobe-
dience, and when and how were they
imprisoned?

Turning to Genesis 6:1-5, we find there
the cause of the disobedience of  those
angels, who for a time had been per-
mitted to see what they could do for
the uplift of humanity, or, rather, per-
mitted to demonstrate that the downward
tendency of sin is incurable except in the
manner which God has already arranged
for through Messiah and His glorious
reign of a thousand years.

Instead of those angels heiping man-
kind out of sin they helped themselves
into sin, and by so doing they increased
the depravity amongst humanity, until
the astounding record is that ‘‘the wick-
edness of man was great in the earth,
and that every imagination of the thought
of his heart was only evil continually.”
The particular sin of those angels was
that when they were granted the privi-
lege of materializing—of taking human
bodies for the sake of helping and in-
structing mankind—they misused this
power and took to themselves the daugh-
ters of men for wives.

Thus these angels came gradually to
prefer to live as men amongst men, and
to- rear earthly families, rather than to
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abide in the condition in which they were
created—spirit beings, higher than hu-
mans. Not only was this wrong in the
sense that it was taking a course in
opposition to the Divine arrangement,
but it was wrong also because the thing
was done for the cultivation and grati-
fication of lust, and it led to their own
moral defilement as well as having a
baneful influence upon humanity; for we
can readily see that for the angels, of su-
perior powers and intelligence, to become
leaders in lustful practices would mean a
great influence upon mankind toward sin
and defilement of mind and body.

‘We are particularly told that the off-
spring of this improper union between
the angels and the daughters of men were
giants, both physically and mentally su-
perior to the fallen human family—‘‘men
of renown.” And this statement, that
they were ‘“men of renown,” was at a
time when manhood’s estate was reached
at a hundred years, and implies that God
did not interfere to hinder or stop the
progress of sin for perhaps several cen-
turies. In the meantime the race had
become so corrupt that apparently only
Noah and his family were uncontami-
nated-—all others had more or less come
under the influence, directly or indirectly,
of thrcze fallen angels or their giant sens.
Hence, of Noah it was written (not that
he was a perfect man, but), “Now Noah
was perfect in his generation” (uncon-
taminated) and his family apparently the
same. Hence these alone were saved in
the ark, while all the remainder, more
or less contaminated, were destroyed by
the flood.

“In Chains of Darkness.”

It was then and there that God im-
prisoned those spirits, angels, who kept
not their first estate, and are, therefore,
called fallen angels, devils, demons. They
were not imprisoned in some far-off world
called hell, nor are they engssged there
in stoking fires for the tortvre of poor
humanity. Following the leading of the
Scriptures we find that when the flood
came they were not destroyed, because,
while their fleshly bodies which they
assumed might indeed perish, yet they
would merely dematerialize, or assume
their spirit conditions again.

The record is that God cast them
down, that He condemned them to an
overthrow—that they might not any long-
er associate 'with the holy angels, but
must be reserved in tartarus—our earth’s
atmosphere. Here they were imprisoned,
not in a special place, but in the sense
of having their liberties restrained, “in
chains of darkness.”” They were no longer
permitted to materialize, and thus to
associate with humanity. These things
are distinctly told us by St. Jude and
St. Peter (Jude 6; 2 -Peter 2:4, 5)—an
explanation in full harmony with the
Genesis account of their fall.

Once Disobedient—Still Disobedient.

We, of course, cannot know that all
of those fallen angels are still in a dis-
loyal condition of heart. On the contrary,
in harmony with our text, we may sup-
pose that some of these fallen angels have
since repented of their wrong course, and
it would be none too strong a way to
state the matter—that any such repent-
ant ones would surely have terrible ex-
periences as a result. To be obliged to
be in close touch and relationship with
the more evil and malignant ones, and
to have knowledge of all their evil de-
signs and efforts, would be a terrible
experience, and, besides this, we may be
sure that the rebellious would not hesi-
tate to persecute the repentant ones in
every conceivable manner, as they would
be lawless, regardless of the Divine will.
.On the other hand, the repentant ones
would be obliged to restrain themselves
and to not render evil for evil, knowing
that this would be contrary to the Divine
will. In other words, repentant ones
amongst those fallen spirits, influenced
by the preaching of Jesus, or otherwise,
would have a kind of purgatcrial expe-
rience, and the very thought calls forth
our sympathy.

When imprisoned or cut off from the

privilege of materialization, many of the
fallen spirits, we knew not what propor-
tion, continued their active opposition to
God, after the manner of Satan. Hence
they are spoken of as his angels, his
messengers, his servants, and he is spoken
of as Beelzebub, the Prince of Demons.
Satan, who sinned much earlier than the
others, and in a different way, the Scrip-
tures tell us was an ange! of a higher
rank, or a higher nature, and this su-
periority of his has made him the Prince
or ruler over the hosts of fallen spirits.

Fighting Against God.

The fight of Satan and his fallen angels
is against God, against all who are in
harmony with Him, against all the regu-
lations of righteousness, and against -all
the channels and servants whom the Lord
may use. St. Paul’s words along this line
are forceful; he remarks that God’'s peo-
ple contend not merely ‘‘with flesh and
blood,”” but also “with wicked spirits in
high positions,” and the question arises,
‘““Who is sufficient for these things?’ The
reply is that none is sufficient; without
the aid of the Redeemer His Church
would be quite overcome and vanguished
by evil.

Likewise, without the Redeemer’s aid
through His Kingdom, without the bind-
ing of Satan, without our Lord’s releas-
ing of the world from the bondage of sir
and death, there would be no hope o
the world’s recovery from its present
bondage. But with the Apostle we ex-
claim, “If God be for us, who can be
against us?’—Romans 8:31.

Through Mediums and Obsessions.

Satan’s original plan of attack was te
bring our race under his influence by
niisrepresentation—by putting darkness
for light and light for darkness—for in-
stance, the temptation under which
Mother Eve fell. Satan there represented
himself as Eve’s friend, giving her sound
advice. He represented God as having
a selfish motive behind His command that
our first parents should not eat of the
tree of the knowledge of good and evil.
Satan declared that God had told an
untruth when He said that the penalty
for sin would be aeath. Satan declared
that man cannot die.

And has he not since kept up the same
line of falsification? And has he not
deceived the whole world upon this very
subject? Do not all peoples in every land
believe that when a man dies he does
not die, but gets more alive—exactly
Satan’s lie of the first instance? How few
have believed God, even amongst His
people who truly love Him, and whe
truly desire to believe the teachings of
His Word! We have all been under a
kind of “hoodoo.” *‘‘The god of this world
[Satan] hath blinded” our minds on this
subject. We are now coming to see that
death is the penalty for sin, and that the
resurrection is the salvation which God
has promised and will provide.

Satan has had powerful allies and serv-
ants in the fallen angels, and it is through
their persistence that his lie has tri-
umphed over the Divine Word of Truth—
“Dying, thou shalt die.” These fallen
spirits have made various manifestations
in every land for eenturies, and thereby
have apparently substantiated the theory
that a dead man is more alive than when
he was alive. XKnowing that mankind
would have nothing to do with them if
their real personality were known, they
hide their personality, and represent
themselves as our dead friends who desire
to speak with wus, either directly or
through mediums.

A further desire of these angels is to
obsess or to get possession of a human
being. Being chained, or restrained from
the privilege of materialization, the nex%
most desirable thing, in their estimation,
is to gain control over a human being,
and to use his body instead of their own.
This is styled obsession, and persons so
afflicted today are sent to an insane asy-
lum, where, it is estimated, they con-
stitute at least one-half of the entire
number. In the days of our Lord these
were not mistakenly supposed to be in-
sane, but rightly declared to be obsessed.
All remember the New Testament ac-
count that our Saviour and His Apostles
cast out fallen spirits from humanity.
“Know Ye Not That the Saints Shail

Judge Angels?”

We need not discuss this question with
Bible students, for it is too well recog-
nized to be disputed. We suggest &
topical study of this subject by all of

(Continued on page 2, column 2)
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instead of falfing has been rising in the
scale of intelligence and getting nearer
to God’s image every year, all the time.

Following the Evolutionists came the
Higher Critics, declaring that the Bible
is really old wives’ fables and not at all
fnspired. Nearly all graduates of col-
leges and seminaries for the past twenty
Years have gone into pulpits, consecrated
to the preaching of God’s Truth from the
Bible standpoint, in violation of whatever
eonscience they have.

These generally are the great and popu-
lar preachers of all denominations. They
consider not the vows of their ordination,
but practically say, “We do not hide our
unbelief to any great extent. We answer
questions of the people with a measure
of candor, dodging occasionally; and if
they know anything about the Bible
themselves, they know that we do not
believe in its inspiration. If they wish
to continue us as their preachers, and to
honor us and to pay our salaries, we will
continue to serve them. By and by we
will get their faith in the Bible thor-
oughly undermined; and then we will
come out into the open. Then we will
tell them that we falgified a little for
their good, as a mother would tell her
babe a fairy story for its entertainment.”

The preachers who are in trouble are
the conscientious ones who believe the
Bible to be true, and who have not yet
gotten their bearings. They cannot long
believe in an eternity of torture, yet are
afraid to follow the course of the Inter-
national Bible Students Association in a
thorough Bible Study which ignores the
creeds. These poor men know not what
to believe, and are in great trepidation
when a question is asked them by the
people who pay them for religious advice.
They cannot dig. To beg they are
ashamed. And to tell the whole truth
about what they know and what they
do not know respecting the Bible they
are afraid. They have our sympathy.

Our advice to all such is, “Tell the
truth and shame the devil?”” Take your
stand for what truth you see, and
seek for more light upon God’s Word in
this glorious dawning of the New Era,
in which CGod declares that He is pleased
to give an increase of light on things
Divine. ‘The wise shall understand, but
none of the wicked [or hypocrites] shall
understand.”’—Daniel 12:10.

It would appear as if we are living in
the time of special testing so clearly
foretold by the Lord. Everything hidden
would be uncovered, He said. He will
bring to light the hidden things of dark-
ness. (1 Corinthians 4:5.) If we would not
be put to shame before Him, we must be
honest. Who can doubt that honesty,
especially in respect to God and religion,
{8 most estimable from the Divine stand-
point? None of us have anything where-
of to boast. But if we are honest with
our God we can look up to Him, by faith
realizing that we .are acceptable through
Jesus Christ our Lord.

EXTRAORDINARY SERIES OF DIS-
COVERIES,

The twelve years ending with the dis-
covery of the South Pole are as full of
dramatic achievement as the days of
Drake and Raleigh, for not even in ‘those
times was there a more extraordinary
series of discoveries and conquests.

In 1900 only one man had been the
length of Africa by land, and the Cape to
Cairo Railroad was but a dream. There
*was not a railroad across South America.
A great part of Siberia was without rail
or road except the old caravan trails.
China was practically without railroads.
Lhassa was unknown, forbidden to the
white man. During a century and a half
men had tried to reach the South Pole,
and failed; and the North Pole had baf-
fled the efforts of 400 years.

Within a dozen years white men have
traveled over the great desert, visited
Lake Chad, made a protectorate over
Timbuctoo. The days of the Mahdi at
Khartoum are ended, and any tourist may
travel there comfortably by rail. The
Cape to Cairo Railroad is an assured fact.
The heart of Africa is now no more re-
mote from the popular imagination than
Oklahoma City wa$ in 1900.

In South America, the Trans-Andean
Railroad is in full operation across the
continent, as the Trans-Siberian is across
Asia. Even China has her railroads.
Lhassa has been visited by a British
army, and both poles are the common
vroperty of every fireside that boasts of
books, magazines or newspapers.

Such a record may justify a feeling of
pride that the spirit of conquest and ad-
venture is as alive as ever, and accom-
panied with all the ceurage and hardihood
that blessed any earlier generation.—
¥xchange.
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our readers. See how many times Jesus
ard the Apostles cast out demons, and
note the particulars. Although we still
Bfve with us spirit mediums, and many
dbsessed, we cannot know whether the
&pnportionate number is greater or fewer

an in our Lord’s day. Since the world’s
prpulation today is so much larger, the
simre number of evil spirits (which do
rot increase) would show proportionately
fess. But, however that may be, we may
assume that some fruitage resulted from
the great sermons preached to these in
conneetion with the death and resurrec-
tion of our Lord, respecting which St.
Peter tells us in our text. Additionally,
St. Paul remarks, “Know ye not that the
saints shall judge angels?”’ (1 Corinthi-
ans 6:3.) We do know that the holy
angels need no judging, no trial, hence
the Apostle must in some way refer to a
trial 3r judgment or testing of these spir-
its in prison who were once disobedient,
in the days of Noah. And if the judg-
ment or testing is a part of the Divine
plan, it implies a hope for them, and in
conjunction with St. Peter’s statement
in our text it gives the reasonable infer-
ence that the preaching which Jesus did
to them was not wholly in vain.

How Jesus Preached in Death.

Here arises another question: If Jesus
was really dead, as the Scriptures declare,
if “He poured out His soul unto death,”
and “made His soul an offering for sin,”
and His soul was not raised from the dead
until the third day after His crucifixion,
how could He in the meantime preach to
spirits in prison, or to anybody else? We
reply that He could preach in the same
way that the Apostle refers to, saying,
“He, being dead, yet speaketh’ (Hebrews
11:4); and again, in the same way that
the blood of Abel is said to have cried
to God—figuratively. Of one thing we
are sure, namely, that Jesus gave no oral

address while He was dead. Ie preached
in the way we sometimes refer to when we
say, ‘‘Actions speak louder than words.”

It was the great object lesson which
the fallen angels saw that constituted to
them the great sermon that gave them
a ground for hope. On several occasions
the fallen spirits, when commanded to
come out of human beings, declared that
they knew Jesus. In the long ago they
had known Him, when, as the Only Be-
gotten of the Father, and His Repre-
sentative, He had created them and all
things that are made, and was also the
Mouthpiece for all Divine orders and
regulations. They realized that X{e nad
come into the world to be its Redeemer;
they perceived the great stoop that He
had made from His lofty position on
the heavenly plane to the servant posi-
tion on the human plane. They admired
His loyalty and faithfulness to God, but
doubtless believed Him to be foolish; they
never expected Him to rise from the dead.
But when they perceived His resurrection
on the third day, to glory, honor and
immortality, ‘“far above angels, princi-
palities and powers and every name that
is named,” His sermon to them was
complete, namely, that ‘‘the wages of sin
is death,” but that ‘‘the gift of God is
eternal life.” (Romans 6:23.) And as
they realized thus the power of God and
the love of God for His human creatures,
the Apostle’s words imply that this con-
stituted to them a message of hope.
Perhaps if they would show full contrition
God eventually would have mercy upon
them, even as He had had mercy and had
provided for humanity.

The lesson is one for all. God’s power
is Infinite, so is His love, His mercy, His
goodness. Nevertheless, every wilful sin
will have. its punishment, a just recom-
pense of reward, and only the willing
and obedient shall have the Divine favor
and everlasting life. Let each apply the
lesson to himself.

THE CHRIST OF PROPHECY

“Moses truly said unto the fathers, ‘A Prophet shall the Lord your God raise up unto you

among your brethren like unto me.
soever He shall speak unto you.

people.” "—Acrs 3:22; 23.

To Him shall ye hearken in all things what-
And it shall come to pass that every soul which
will not hearken to that Prophet shall be utterly destroyed from

among the

OUR text is the testimony of the Apostle
Peter, and must, therefore, be ac-
cepted by all believers in the Bible.
Nevertheless, many of us for a long time
had difficulty in our effort to harmonize
this statement with the facts in the case.
We said, ‘“Where do we find the -corre-
spondence between Moses, the great law-
giver of Israel, and the Lord Jesus as his
Antitype?” We read in the Law of Moses
respecting the saecrifices and sin-offerings
which he instituted, and in this could
find foreshadowings of the “better sacri-
fices” of Christ; but wherein Christ ful-
filled the Apostle’s statement has indeed
been a difficult matter. .
We said to ourselves, “In what sense
can it be true that whosoever does not
hear and heed Christ is ‘utterly destroyed
from amongst the people’ ”’? The heathen
have never heard in' any sense of the
word—are they ufterly destroyed? The
great majority of people in civilized lands
have never heard in the sense here inti-
mated, in the sense of heeding the com-
mands of Christ; are they utterly de-
stroyed? True, it would be far better
that they should be utterly destroyed than
that they should be eternally tormented,
as many have imagined, but as the Scrip-
tures do not teach. Nevertheless, would
it not seem too bad that the great mass
of humanity, even in our day, should
thus be condemned to utter destruction
because they have not heard and not
heeded the voice of Christ?

The Hidden Mystery.

The Apostle repeatedly tells us about
the “mystery’” hid from past Ages and
Dispensations, but now due to be under=-
stood by the saints—not by the world.
(Ephesians 3:3-9.) + This mystery, or se-
cret, not generally comprehended, the
Apostle explains, is ‘“Christ in you, the
hope of glory.” (Colossians 1:27.) 1In
other words, he would have us understand
that God’s Plan for the salvation of the
world is much greater, much larger, than
any of us would have suspected—that it
includes, first of all, the selection of the
Church of this Gospel Age as members
of the Body of the great Christ, under
Jesus their Hedd. (Ephesians 1:22, 23.)
This whole company, the Head and the
members, will therefore constitute The
Christ of prophecy—‘like unto Moses.”
So, then, only those who recognize this
“mystery,” this secret, are prepared to
rightly understand our text and many
other matters and statements of the
Scriptures. .

Our text is not yet fulfilled, but awaits
fulfilment until the entire Christ (Head
and Body—Christ Jesus the Head and
the Church which is His Body) shall have
beer “‘raised up.”* Our Lord, the Redeemer
and Head, has already been exalted,
and His Church for nearly 1900 yeaes
has been in process of selection, forma~
tion and testing. In the Harvest of this
Gospel Age the union between the Head
and the members is promised, for our
Lord declared, “I will come again and
receive you unto Myself, that where I am
there ye may be also.”” (John 14:3.) He
told us thus to expect to enter into His

glory and become heirs of God and joint-
heirs with Himself in His Kingdom,
which He will establish at His Second
Advent. From this standpoint, therefore,
this entire Gospel Age has been devoted
to the raising up of this great Antitypical
Prophet, foreshadowed or typified by
Moses, and composed of many members.

With the completion of the work of
this Age the work of the next Age will
begin—a totally different work. The work
of this Age is a selective one, or, as some
dear Christian people term it, an elective
work. God is gathering the ‘“‘members of
the Body of Christ” that e may use
them in His great work of blessing and
instrueting mankind, and in thus rais-
ing up out of sin and death conditions
all whe will hearken to the instructions
then to be given through the great Anti-
typical Moses—The Christ, in glory. In
the type, Moses led Israel and instructed
them forty years before they were pre-
pared to enter Canaan; in the antitype,
the Greater than Moses—The Christ,
Head and Body—will lead and instruct
all the willing and obedient for a thou-
sand years, at the close of which all the
worthy ones will be ushered into the
antitypical Canaan of eternity, while on
the contrary, all who fail to respond to
the teachings and assistances that will
be given to mankind by the Antitypical
Moses will be *“‘utterly destroyed” in the
Second Death. .

Law Covenant and New Covenant.

God’s purpose toward the world—to
grant to Adam and all of his posterity
a blessing of recovery from the ‘‘curse’”
or sentence of death which came upon
all through Adam’s disobedience—is clear-
ly set forth in the Abrahamic Covenant,
the Oath-bound Covenant, which declares,
‘“In thy Seed shall all the families of the
earth be blessed.” Nevertheless, in thus
providing a blessing for all, the Lord
wisely put restrictions, requirements upon
all who would have that blessing to the
fullest degree—to the perfect degree of
eternal life. First, the Law Covenant
was made with the nation of Israel that
it might foreshadow the Plan, the ar-
rangement of God for the world’s bless-
ing, and at the same time might, by
showing man’s deficiencies, point out the
need for the better arrangements which
God designed to bring forward in due
time under the New Covenant, whose
Mediator will be The Christ.

The Law given to Israel wag just and
true, and Moses, the mediator of that
covenant, was loyal and faithful both to
the Lord and to Israel. Wherein then
was the difficulty that the Law Covenant
brought notRing to perfection? We reply
that the difficulty lay in the fact that
mankind are by nature fallen, and have
the seeds of imperfection, sin and death
in their constitution, and hence, with the
very best of intentions, as the Apostle
declares, ‘““we cannot do the things that
we would”—when we do good, evil is
present with us. (Romans 7:21.) Thus the
Jewish nation for centuries tried to keep
the Law, and were unable to do so, and
hence, as the Apostle declares, “By the

deeds of the Law can no flesh be jus-
tified in God’s sight.”—Romans 3:20.

The Lord’s Word teaches us that the
New Covenant is to be more successfui
than was the Law Covenant—it is to save
all the willing and obedient of every na-
tion, people, kindred and tongue. How
will it do this? Will the New Law con-
nected with the New’ Covenmant, and ad-
minister2d under the Kingdom of Christ,
be less so»arching, less exacting than the
Mosaic La v? And if the people of Israel

could not ise to the requirements of
Moses’ Lav.. because of their inherited
weaknesses, 7ill there be a modified law

for the futise? We answer, no! A
perfect God ¢ 4ld not give an imperfect
Law—He could not set up a wrong stand-
ard of righteousness. What hope, then,
can there be that the world’s opportunity
under the New Covenant will result more
favorably than did Israel’s opportunity
under the Law Covenant?

‘We answer that the difference will con-
sist in the fact that the New Covenant
has a more competent Mediator. In this
we are not calling in question the willing-
ness of Moses to have done for the people
of Israel all that Christ will do for the
world of mankind; but with all his wil-
lingness he was incompetent, because he,
like the rest of the people, was a sinner
—a member cf the sinner race. Christ,
on the contrary, will be a competent
Mediator. Adam’s disobedience brought
condemnation and death against the en-
tire race; the obedience of Jesus even
unto death, paid, settled, canceled that
original condemnation, according to the
Divine requirement, “a life for a life,” the
Second Adam for the first Adam. And
as the condemnation of Adam proceeded
to all of his posterity, so the Redemption
of Adam proceeds to all of his posterity.

In other words, our Lord Jesus bought
the world of mankind with His own pre-
cious blood; His own untainted, uncon-
demned life He gave for the World’s Ran-
som. By reason of this Redemptive work
our Lord has the full, just right to re-
store, to lift up, out of sin and death
conditions, through knowledge and dis-
ciplinary experiences, the whole world of
mankind—so many as will obey. By thus
lifting mankind up again out of sin and
death, in recovering the willing and obe-
dient from all that was lost through
original sin, our T.ord will prepare them
for the tests of the perfect Divine Law
which will come upon every one of them
in the close of the Messianic Reign. But
it will be a different matter for a perfeet
man to meet the requirements of the
Divine Law than for an imperfect man
to meet those requirements.

True, Father Adam was a perfect man,
vet failed; but his failure was due largely
to an imperfect degree of knowledge.
Those who will reach the close of the
Millennial Age will have a clear knowl-
edge of both good and evil. The world
has gained its knowledge of evil during
the 6,000 years of the prevalence of sin,
and whoever will, shall, during the Mes-
sianic Reign, have full opportunity of
coming to a clear knowledge of that which
is good, and appreciate the difference be-
tween good and evil, and the rewards
of these, so that the testing in the end
of the Millennial Age will fully justify
the 7,000 years of instruction which God’s
providence has arranged for Adam and
his race. It is not for us to know what
the proportionate number of those who
shall ultimately attain eternal life and
those who through disobedience to that
great Prophet shall be ‘“utterly destroyed
from amongst the people’” in the Second
Death. We think it not unreasonable,
however, to -assume that fully a half of
our race, or over, will gain life eternal
under the terms of the New Covenant.

Sealing the New Testament.

Some may inquire, Why the long delay
since Jesus died as the Redeemer of the
world? Why did He not at once begin
the work of the New Covenant, restoring
the world of mankind? We answer thac
there are two principal reasons: First,
the Lord evidently wished that the world
should be filled, populated. This was the
original commission given to Father Adam
before he sinned: “Multiply and fill the .
earth.” TUnder the conditions of sin and
death the race production has gone on
rapidly, so that by now we may suppose
that the whole number ever born into
the world would very nearly make a full
population for it if it were turned as a
whole into a Garden of Eden, or, as
promised, into a Paradise of God. True,
the Lord could raise up in the midst of
the ocean other continents still larger
than we now have, and possibly He may
do so; but as it is, a reasonable estimate
of the numbers born into the world for
the past 6,000 years would make a tol-
erably well-populated earth. This would
be one reason why the Lord would delay
the establishment of the Kingdom, be-
cause with#its establishment the birth-
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rate will certainly decrease, and eventu-
ally entirely cease. For we are assured
that those who will attain perfection will
“neither marry nor be given in marriage,”
but, like the angels of Heaven, will be
without sex distinctions, as Adam was
before Eve was created to be the mother
of the race.—Matthew 22:30.

Second, another important reason for
the delay in the establishment of the New
Covenant blessings is the necessity for the
sealing of this New Covenant. It must
be sealed before it can go into effect. The

- Apostle calls it a testament—that is, a
will—saying, ‘“Where a testament is there
must also of necessity be the death of
the testator (the death of the one who
makes the will), for a testament, a will,
is of force only after men are dead; oth-
erwise it is of no strength at all while
the testator is living.”” (Hebrews 9:16, 17.)
So this New Covenant, New Testament,
could not go into effect except as the
testator, Christ, died. But, you say,
Christ died nearly nineteen centuries age.
Yes, we answer, Jesus died, and it is
His death that is efficacious for the can-
cellation of the sins of the world; but
in the present time He is not applying
the efficacy of His sacrifice to the world,
but merely to those special ‘“believers”
who flee from sin and by faith lay hold
upon Him and come under His robe of
righteousness. And He is now giving
such the opportunity of becoming ‘“‘mem-
bers of His Body” and as such, jcining
with Him in His sacrifice—joining with
Him by and by in the sealing of the
New Covenant.

“Partake Ye All of It.”

This is what He meant when He insti-
tuted the Memorial Supper in the night
in which He was betrayed. He took the
cup, saying, “This is My blood of the
New Covenant (new testament—will),
shed for many for the remission of sins;
partake ye all of it.”” Not the many who
will be blessed by the New Covenant are
invited to become partakers of the blood,
but the few, the “little flock,” who now
by faith are called out of the world,
elected as the Body of Christ—these are
invited to participate with their Lord
and Head in the blood by which the New
Covenant is to be sealed. As our Lord
said to His followers in the Narrow Way,
“Drink ye all of it,”” so the Apostle, put-
ting the same matter in other words,
says, “I beseech you, therefore, brethren,
by the mercies of God, that ye present
your bodies living sacrifices, holy, ac-
ceptable to God, your reasonable service.”
—Romans 12:1.

Again St. Paul says, speaking of the
memorial cup represcnting the blocd of

Christ, “The cup which we drink, is it
not the communion of the blood of
Christ?”’ (1 Corinthiang 10:16.) By this

he calls attention to the fact that our
piedge as followers of Christ, to lay down
our lives in Iis service and for the
brethren, as living sacrifices, is our com-
munion or common participation with
Jesus in His sacrifice. Not that the
merit belongs to us, but under the cover
of His merit we are accepted as His
members, so that our sacrifices are count-
ed in as part of His sacrifice.

From this standpoint of the ‘“‘mystery”
we can see that the entire Gospel Age
of over eighteen centuries has been the
time of ‘‘the sufferings of Christ,” first
the Head, and subsequently all the mem-
bers of the Body of Christ, “filling up that
which is behind of the afilictions of
Christ.” (Colossians 1:24.) We can see that
the experiences of the Lord’s consecrated
ones have been their communion, their
fellowship, in the blood of Christ, in the
sacrifices of Christ, and that all of these
together are sacrifices in with the Mas-
ter’'s and will censtitute the sealing -of
this Great Covenant, this Great Testa-
ment, through which the world is to be
blessed during the thousand-year reign
of The Christ, the antitype -of Moses.

Inaugurating the New Covenant.

The typical or Law Covenant was in-
augurated at Mount Sinai by the typical
mediator, Moses. Its foundation was laid
in the typical sacrifice of animals—bulls
and goats—the mediator sprinkling the
blood of these first upon the Book of the
L.aw and secondly upon the people. The
sprinkling of the tables of the Law rep-
resented the satisfaction of Justice, that
the mediator and his sacrifice were ac-
ceptable so far as God was concerned.
The sprinkling of ‘the people with the
same blood represented their agreement
10 be obedient to God and to accept the
Mediator. The antitype of these things
belongs to the Gospel Age. As shown
in the types, the first sacrifice of the sin-
offering was that of the bullock, which
was not for all the people, but simply
for ‘“‘the household -of faith,” including
the Church, which is the *“Body of
Christ.”” This sacrifice was fulfilled by
our Lord Jesus at Calvary.

The sacrifice of the goat-class has been
in process since Pentecost, and will .con-
clude with the finished sacrifice of the
Lord’s consecrated people of this Age.
The presentation of the merit of these
sacrifices before the Father by our great
High Priest, Jesus, and theFather’'s accep-
tance of them, correspord to the sprink-
ling of the Book of the IL.aw, the meet-
ing of the demands of the Law.as respects
the race. Then, forthwith, the work of
sprinkling all the people will begin. This
dn the antitype will mean the spread of
the knowledge of the Truth ameng the
people, and the application te each indi-

vidual who will accept it of the merit of
Christ’s sacrifice, so that as a result all
mankind. may come back, if they will,
into full fellowship and harmony with
God. However, the Scriptures clearly
indicate to us that not all will respond,
that some will refuse Divine mercy and
favor even after they have had full knowl-
edge and full opportunity, and that for
these the L.ord provides the Second Death
—they ‘‘shall be utterly destroyed from
among the people.” .

Mount Sinai and Mount Zion.

The Lord pictures before our minds the
installation of these two covenants, point-
ing the one out as type and the other
as an antitype. (See Hebrews 12:18-29.)
He indicates that as the Law Covenant,
the type, was instituted at Mount Sinai,
its thunder and lightning and terrible
sights and sounds were all typical or alle-
gorical of the yet more striking, more
wonderful events which will attend the
inauguration of the New Covenant; and
as this inauguration of the New Covenant
is, we believe, nigh, even at the door,
and to be expected within the next few
vears, it may be profitable for us to con-
sider carefully just what the type may
teach us under the guidance of the Apos-
tle’s words.

The Israelites had for some time been
approaching Mount Sinai, and, being a
large company, would not all reach there
at the same time. Likewise, the Church
has been approaching Mount Zion, the
Kingdom of Zion, for which we pray:
“Thy Kingdom come”’-—the Kingdom of
God’s dear Son. For nearly 1,900 years the
faithfu! in Christ Jesus have been march-
ing onward to Mount Zion, which is to be
the general rendezvous, the meeting place,
for all the *“General Assembly of the
Church of the First-born, whose names
are written in Heaven.” There they not
only will meet God, the Judge of all, but
ultimately also meet all the perfect ones,
with Jesus the Mediator of the New Cov-
enant. At that time the sprinkling of
the blood of the New Covenant will be
in order. To come under that sprinkling
will not mean vengeance, as the blood
of Abel called for vengeance; to come
under the Dblood of Christ will mean
mercy, because His blood was shed as
our Redemption Price.

Pointing back to the type, the Apostle
says that the Lord’s voice, then, at Sinai,
shook the earth. Pointing next to the
installation of the New Covenant, now
near at hand, he declared that God has
promised that at this time He will not
only shake the earth, but also heaven.
We can readily see that the terms
“heaven’ and ‘earth,” in this case, are
used in a figurative or symbolical sense.
True, the physical earth may be shaken
considerably, as it certainly was literally
shaken at Mount Sinai; but we cannot
think of Heaven, God’s dwelling place,
as being shaken in any sense. Evidently
the symbolical heavens and earth are here
meant—namely, the ‘heavens,” ecclesi-
astical powers; the ‘“earth,” social organ-
ization or civilization. Both are to be
shaken here, and the Apostle’s language
clearly shows that the shaking is not to
be a trifling matter; the Lord will so
thoroughly shake the ecclesiastical pow-
ers and the social systems of earth that
everything that can be shaken, every-
thing that is not fixedly established upon
principles of Righteousness and Truth will
be thoroughly shaken loose, overthrown,
destroyed. With the amount of error and
falsity there is in the world, in religion,
in politics, in business, in society, every-
where, we can readily see that this will
mean a terrible shaking of present institu-
tions: “A time of trouble such as was not
‘since there was a nation.”’—Daniel 12:1.

That we may get the force of the mat-
ter, the Apostle pictures allegorically the
tempests and darkness and frightful
sounds which occurred at Mount Sinai.
As there the least contact with the moun-
tain brought death, so here everything
in conflict with the Kingdom, Mount Zion,
will suffer. As in the type blackness and
darkness and tempests and sound of a
trumpet caused terror, so here in the an-
titype there will be fearful sights, terrible
scenes in the end of this Age, in the
beginning of the sounding of the great
trump of God, the last trump, the “Sev-
enth Trumpet” of Revelation. Here the
voice of the archangel will be recognized
as issuing commands and bringing into
order the institutions of the New Dispen-
sation, not in words, literally, but in
forceful demonstration, which will speak
louder than words. The result will be,
as the Apostle points out (vs. 27-29), that
everything shakable, everything imper-
fect, everything untrue, everything out
of accord with perfect justice connected
with the institutions of men, either theo-
logical, political, financial or social, will
be wutterly shaken loose and destroyed,
and only those things that cannot be
shaken will remain. The Apostle’s inti-
mation is that the things which cannot be
shaken are the Truths pertaining to the
Kingdom of God’s dear Son, which can-
nec be moved.

The Kingdom Then Bestowed.

The Apostle, addressing those who hope
for a share with Christ in His Kingdom
and honor and glory, and who hope for
a share in the work of that Kingdom in
the blessing of all the families of the
earth, urges us, all believers, saying:
“Wherefore we, receiving a Xingdom
~which cannot be moved, let us have grace

whereby we may serve God acceptably.”
Let us realize that now is the time for
service, the time for sacrificing, the time
we have pledged ourselves to walk in the
narrow way, to faithfully lay down our
lives, thus participating with Him, our
Lord and Head, in His cup, that we may
also be accounted worthy to participate
with Him in His glories soon to follow.
The Apostle concludes his statement
with a further reference to God, with
whom the mediation is made. He de-
clares, “For our God is a consuming fire.”
The picture he thus thrusts before our
minds carries us back to the illustration
at Mount Sinai, where the Lord manifests
Himself to the people as a consuming
fire at the top of the mountain. The les-
son thus enforced is that God’s opposi-
tion burns against all iniquity, all un-
righteousness, all sin. He cannot look
upon it with allowance; His sentence
against sin is destruction. We are all
sinners, and all justly under this sen-
tence of destruction, the fire of God’s
anger, righteous indignation; but He is
merciful, also, and has provided a way
of escape—Jesus, the Way, the Truth,
the Life. The Church of this Gospel Age
is invited to associate with Him; but if
any man love darkness rather than light,
if when he comes to discern righteousness
and sin in their true character, true col-
ors, he is not disposed to accept the side
of righteousness, he is putting himself
wilfully and intentionally in opposition
thereto, which means opposition to God.
Such are to know that however much

mercy, long suffering and patience the
Lord has for those who are even stum-
blingly seeking to walk in the ways of
righteousness and in the footsteps of
Jesus, and however broad the provision
He has made that ultimately every crea-
ture shall have the knowledge and oppor-
tunity of coming into accord with Himself
through Christ, under the New Covenant,
nevertheless, the ‘“wages of sin is death,”
and all who love unrighteousness must
expect to perish before the consuming
fire of Divine Justice.

We who now taste of the good things
of God’s favor in advance of the world,
in connection with our ‘‘high calling”
and privilege of joint-suffering and joint-
heirship with Christ, must remember
that the Almighty is not to be trifled
with; that if we wilfully reject His mer-
cies and favors He will be toward us as
a consuming fire. Likewise, the world
in the coming Age must learn that if they
sin wilfully, if they refuse to go on and
attain perfection, if they reject the mercy
of God, through the Lord Jesus, they
must expect no further mercy, no mercy
outside of Him and the Divine order and
arrangement of which He is the recog-
nized Head—they shall die The Death,
they shall be ‘“utterly destroyed from
among the people.”

But we are not of those who draw back,
but of those who go on. Let us be faith-
ful a little while, and we shall reach
the end of the Narrow Way and be ush-
ered into the Kingdom with the words,
“Well done, good and faithful servant.”

WHY MEN FEAR THE

SECOND

COMING OF CHRIST

“Their fear toward Me is taught by

the precepts of men.”” —Isarag 29 :13.

ALL men realize that they come short

of perfection. Additionally, nearly
all realize that in the past of their lives
lie crimes more or less serious. In the
majority of minds fear is instinctive. Un-
der proper limitations it is a healthy con-
dition. ‘l.et us fear lest a promise being
left us of entering into His [Divine] rest,
any of you should seem to come short
of it.”” “The fear [reverence] of the Lord
is the beginning of wisdom.””—Hebrews
4:1; Psalm 111:10.

But the Adversary has taken advan-
tage of this proper and wholesome fear
through what the Apostle terms ‘‘doc-
trines of devils.” Thus from infancy an
abnormal, irrational fear has obtained a
lodgment in nearly every mind, heathen
and civilized. Of this fear the Lord,
through the Prophet, says, *“Their fear
toward Me is taught by the precepts of
men.” (Isaiah 2§:18.) These ‘‘precepts
of men,” or human traditions, have gross-
1y misrepresented God and His Word; and
alas! many, even Bible students, are seri-
ously handicapped by these devilish theo-
ries established in a period of ignorance
and superstition, but supposed to be
based upon the Divine Word.

Time of Restitution Is Day of Judgment.

Amongst other false theories respecting
the Second Coming of Christ we have the
view held by our Adventist brethren, that
the moment of the Lord’s coming will be
the “crack of doom” to the world and
the inhabitants thereof—marking the end
of hope for all not previously brought into
relationship with God through Christ, as
saints. Adventists are not alone in this
theory. Practically the creeds of all de-
nominations teach the same thought, the
very reverse of the Scripture presentation.

St. Peter deseribes the time of the Sec-
ond Advent and the blessings that will
then come to mankind. He says, “Times
of refreshing [greenness—springtime]
shall come from the presence of the Lord;
and He shall send Jesus Christ, which
before was preached unto you, whom the
Heaven must receive [retain], until the
Times of Restitution of all things which
God hath spoken by the mouth of all
His holy Prophets since the world began.”
—Acts 3:12-21.

The Scriptures teach that Christ Jesus
and His glorified Church will together
“judge the world.” (Acts 17:31; 1 Cor-
inthians 6:2.) The judging of the world
is commonly supposed to signify a con-
demning, or damning of the world. The
real thought, however, is that having con-
demned the whole world through one
man’s disobedience, God has arranged
that the entire race of Adam shall have
a full, fair, personal trial for life or death
everlasting, as a result of the redemption
accomplished by our Lord Jesus. If God
had shown no mercy, there would have
been no redemption and no future judg-
ment. The trial of Adam six thousand
vears ago had its result and its penalty,
under which sin and death have reigned
for six thousand years.

Having provided the Redeemer, God is
about to establish the Messianic Kingdom
for the very purpose of giving to all hu-
manity a special, personal opportunity
for reformation, uplift, sanctification and
the attainment thus of life everlasting.
Only the preliminary steps of this great
Plan have yet been taken:

(1) The Redeemer has died, the Just for
the unjust.—1 Peter 3:18.

(2) He has appeared in the presence of
God for us, the Church, and thus, as
our Advocate, has made it possible for
us to become His Bride, or, under another
figure, “members of His Body.”’—Hebrews
9:24; 2 Cor. 11:2; 1 Cor. 12:12,

(3) This offer, or opportunity for the
Church, has separated from the world all
those who accept this High Calling. They
become spirit-begotten children of God,
and, prospectively, joint-heirs with Jesus.
They now share with the Redeemer in
sacrificing the earthly life, and, if faith-
ful, will by and by be granted a share
with Him in the glorious work of His
Kingdom—the judging of the world—the
giving of the world a fair, impartial trial
for life everlasting or death everlasting.

“Who Shall Stand When He Appeareth??”

However, there is another side to this
question. The Scriptures indicate that at
His Second Coming only the saintly ones
will be ready to receive the Master with
joy; that at that time the masses of
mankind will be so associated with sin
and injustice that, instead of being wor-
thy of His approval, their course in life
will come under reprobation and stripes.
Hence, it is written, “Go to now, ye rich
men, weep and howl for your miseries that
shall come upon you’’; “Woe unto you
that are full now.”—James 5:1; Luke 6:25. -

Babylon the Great is to falk: and the
wonderful institutions of civilization,,
which are partly good and partly bad,
will be found only partly satisfactory te
the new King and the rulers of His Gov-
ernment. This will mean that many who
are now stewards of wealth, influence and
position, honored of men, etc., will be
called to account and dispossessed of their
stewardship. Their realization of their
losses is figuratively represented in the
Scriptures as wailing and howling and
misery, as that class will suffer the loss
of practically all upon which they are
now setting their affections.

We are not saying that the poor are
more righteous than the rich, but this
class are more numerous; and those who
have little of this world’s goods, and who-
are used to trials and scarcity, will probe
ably feel less the great time of trouble
impending than will some who have long
rested in the lap of luxury.

‘He Shall Judge the World in Righteous-
ness.”

From this standpoint, the apprehen-
sions of mankind are well based in re-
spect to the Great King’s disapproval of
much that is carried on in the world in
the name of civilization, yea, in the
Master’s own name! But let us not dwell
too much upon this side of the question.
“Sufficient unto the day is the evil there-
of.” Let us rather point men to the
glorious silver lining of that dark cloud
which draws daily nearer and nearer. Let
us point men to the glorious blessings of
Messiah’s Kingdom, and teach them to
pray, “Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be
done,” and to strive to understand and
appreciate the principles governing that
Kingdom; peradventure they may pass
through the time of trouble with the less
injury.

Hearken to the words of the Prophet
(referring not at all to the Church, which
is accounted worthy to escape those
things coming upon the world, but speak-
ing to mankind in general, and exhorting
the better element of the world), ‘“Seek
righteousness, seek meekness; it may be
that ye shall be hid in the Day of the
Lord’s anger.”” (Zephaniah 2:3.) It sure-
ly will be true that the more meek and
more righteous men may be, the better
they will be prepared for the awful shock
and terrible distress of that Day of trou-
ble,. which as a plowshare will prepare
the thearts of mankind to receive the good
seed—the Message of Divine Truth and
Grace, which then will be made kuown
to every creature,
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SAUL OF TARSUS AND WHAT HE SA

“Last of at! He was seen of me also, as one

born before the time.”—1 CORINTHIANS 15 :8.

SAINT PAUL was discussing the resur-

rection of the dead. He realized that
on that great fact rested the weight of
the Gospel Message. It was easy enough
to prove that Jesus had died, but to an
incredulous world it was difficult to prove
that He had risen from the dead; and
whoever could not believe that great fact
could not believe the other great facts
which stand or fall with it.

For instance, the Apostle presented that
Jesus had left the heavenly glory and
had become a Man for the purpese of
meeting the demands of the Divine Law
against Adam and his race, involved by
him. He could show the reasonableness
of this logic. He had proven that as the
whole world was condemned to death
through Father Adam’s disobedience, it
was absolutely necessary for an untainted
life to be sacrificed in order to meet the
penalty and to secure the release of the
condemned race.

God Would Not Leave His Son in Death.

The Apostle had declared that Jesus
had been faithful in His ministry in
fully laying down His life and that the
entire matter was pleasing and acceptable
to the Heavenly Father. If so, surely
God would not leave His Son in death,
but would raise Him from the dead. This
fact the Apostle had repeatedly enunci-
atedr showing that our Lord entered into
His glory and reward, and ascended up
whe.'e He was before—to perfection on
the :wsirit plane.

But all these claims fell lightly upon
some of his hearers, who claimed that
it was much more easy to believe that
Jesus never died at all, but merely
transmu:ted, than to believe that He died
for our sins and rose again for our jus-
tification; hence the Apostle’s frequent
reference to Christ’s resurrection, and his
insistence upon it as absolutely necessary
to Christian faith, for not only would the
Heavenly Father’s favor toward the Lord
Jesus thus be shown, but the bulk of all
the holy prophecies would remain unful-
filled unless Jesus arose from the dead.

In other words, a dead Redeemer would
be of no advantage; matfers would be
Jjust as unfavorable for the sinners as
though Jesus had never come at all. Agd-
ditionally, if the resurrection of Jesus
was a questionable matter, how could
those who disputed that great fact ac-
knowledge the resurrection of the Church
and of the world? Saint Paul emphasizes
this, also declaring .that “there shall be
a resurrection of the dead, both of the
just and the unjust,” as a result of the
redemptive work of Jesus—IHis dying for
man’s sing, and His resurrection to carry
out the blessings secured by His death.

* “Last of All He Was Seen by Me."

Prosevitting his argument, the Apostle
‘marshalled the whole chain of witnesses
-except the women who first saw the Lorua
-on the morning of His resurrection. He
sayvs, ‘“He was seen of Cephas (Peter);
then by the remainder of the twelve;
then of above five hundred brethren at
once; later, He was seen of James; then
of all the Apostles,” when He ascended.
Then comes the text: “Last of. all, He
was seen of me also.”

There 1is something pathetic in this
reference to his own glimpse of Jesus.
It called up the period of his own bigoted
persecution of the Church. It reminded
him of his own responsibility in connec-
tion with the death of Saint Stephen, and
of the blind hatred which led him to
rersecute inoffensive fellow-creatures,
simply because they believed that Jesus
~died and rose again, the very thing which
he was now trying to testify to all having
‘the hearing ear.

His memory went back to the madness
which he had manifested in pursuing
Christians even to Damascus, haling them
to prison. Again he saw the great, blind-
ing light from heaven, above the bright-
ness of the noonday sun, hig fall to the
earth, and heard the voice speaking to
him, saying, ‘‘Saul, Saul, why persecutest
thou Me?”’ (Acts 9:1-9; 26:12-19.) Again
he remembered his astonishment at learn-
ing that those whom he had persecuted
were not renegade and deceived Jews, but
highly esteemed and acknowledged by this
Great One, a glimpse of whom felled him
to the earth. Ah, that was a wonderful
sight! If Messiah was so great, so glo-
rious, so powerful, he could believe in
Him, he could reverence Him.

The objection which all Jews had to
Jesus, and what they considered abso-
lute proof that He was not the Messiah,
was His apparent weakness, His appar-
ent inability to accomplish the things
foretold by the Prophets. They said, It
is foolish to think of a man without an
army and without wealth claiming to be
a king. It is still more foolish for Him
to claim that He is the Messianic King,
who is to be above all kings, and before
whom every knee shall bow and every
tongue confess. They said, therefore, that
Jesus must either be beside Himself,
crazy, or else He was seeking to deceive
the people and temporarily create a little
commotion of popularity.

To them it seemed that when He was
crucified a demonstration had been given
that He was not the Messiah.. Was not
the Messiah to live forever, and was He
not to reign successfully as King of kings

and T.ord of lords? Was it not, there-
fore, proven that any man whom the Jews
or the Romans could crucify, could put
to death, must have been an impostor?
They considered the matter proven to a
demonstration. The persecution of the
followers of Jesus was merely with a view
to stamping out a new religion, which,
it was feared, would do harm to Israel,
in that it would call in question the hopes
of Israel respecting a coming King and
His Kingdom. Thus Saul of Tarsus had
felt himself rully justified in persecuting
all of that way of thinking—fo. “the good
of the cause,” as S0 many persecutors
have said.
A New View of Matters.

The honesty of Saul of Tarsus led him
to be just as honest after he got his eyes
of understanding open as he had pre-
viously been with them closed. It took
him a little while to get the proper focus,
then he saw, and could explain to others
the necessity for the death of Jesus and
how it was typified in the sacrifices of
the Law, and how the Divinely arranged
Plan had made this great sacrifice in
order thereby to more fully show Divine
Justice, Wisdom, Love and Power.

Now he saw, not only the need for
Jesus to come in the flesh and to give
Himself a Ransom-Price for all, but he
saw equally the necessity for His Resur-
rection, not in the flesh, but in the spirit,
that He might be a fully qualified Ruler
and Saviour—not only to save His people
from the Romans, the Assyrians, and
from all other human enemies, but also
to save them from Satan, from sin, from
sickness, from sorrow, from death. Ah,
now he saw how great Messiah must be
in order to meet the necessities of the case.

The matter changed immediately in his
mind; instead of a human Saviour and
Messiah and an earthly King, God had
prepared a Heavenly One, partaker of
the Divine nature, glorious, “far above
angels, principalities and powers, and
every name that is named.” Now he saw
that the sufferings of Jesus had a two-
fold value. First, they were necessary
for man’s release from the death sen-
tence; and secondly, they were necessary
as a demonstration of the loyalty of
Jesus. Now he saw that God, in prepar-
ing to bring many sons to glory, de-
termined first to prove the loyalty of Him
whom He had invited to become the
Captain of our Salvation, and that this
was done by the arrangement which ne-
cessitated Jesus’ death.

The climax of the argument was
reached when he found that God not only
had raised up Jesus$ from the dead, but
that additionally He had bestowed upon
Him the glory, honor and immortality of
the Divine nature, of which Saul had a
demonstration or proof in the blinding
flash of light which felled him to the earth,
and in the voice which said to him alone,
“I am Jesus, whom thou persecutest.”

Crown Him Lord of All.

We like to think that, as we were once
blinded to many of the precious truths
of God’s Word, so it is with many others
whose eyes of understanding have not
yet opened. We like to think of Saint
Paul’s experiences, his sincerity, even to
hatred and persecution, and then his loy-
alty, even to stripes and imprisonment
and death. We like to think of him as
exemplifying, possibly, a large class of the
opposers of the Truth.

We like to hope that all they will need
to bring them into line with God’s ar-
rangements, and to make them loyal serv-
ants of righteousness, will be the great
Light which will shine forth resplendently
very soon, when the due time shall come
for Messiah to take to Himself His great
power, and reign—when His elect Bride
shall have been completed and glorified
with Him. We like to remember the
words of the Lord through the Prophet
respecting that glorious Epoch: “Then
shall the eyes of the blind be opened,
and the ears of the deaf be unstopped;
then shall the lame man leap as an hart
and the tongue of the dumb sing”—in
that Day.

‘Where would Saul of Tarsus have ended
his career if the great Redeemer had not
interposed for his help? And how poorly
we would have fared, and how little of
the Light Divine would we have seen if
Divine providence had not helped us in
various ways? And so with the world,
It is beyond our power to give the hear-
ing ear or the seeing eye. This is the

work of the Great Physician, and His
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ing the world we perceive to be nigh,
even at the doors.

Ah, yes! Now we can see that the lit-
tle opening of the eyes and unstopping
of the ears and healing of the lame
accomplished at our Lord’'s first advent
merely foreshadowed His coming glory
and much greater work. Now we can
see a reason why so many of His mighty
works were done on the Sabbath days—
because they were all prophetic, as the
Sabbath days themselves were prophe-
cies of the great Thousand-Year Sabbath
of Messiah’s glorious reign, during which
all of humanity who will may enter into
His rest—rest from sin and from Satan
and from everything that would hinder
them from a full return to the Heavenly
Father’s love and favor.

Now we see that the great work of
that Thousand-Year Sabbath will be the
healing of the morally lame and the giv-
ing of sight and hearing to the minds
now blinded and deaf under the evil in-
fluences of the great Adversary—‘‘the god
of this world {[who] hath blinded the minds
of them that believe not.”—2 Cor. 4:4

One Born Before the Time.

Many have remarked at the peculiarity
of Saint Paul's statement that he saw
the Lord as one prematurely born. But,
if at first the statement was dark and
puzzling, now it is luminous and enlight-
ening. His thought is this: the time for
giving occular demonstrations of the Lord’s
resurrection had gone by; the next mani-
festation of Him is to be to His saints,
and after that to the world. Thus we
read: ‘“We shall be like Him, for we
shall see Him as He is”’-—made like Him
by our resurrection change from the hu-
man conditions to the spirit conditions.

Strictly speaking, then, the experiences
of Saul of Tarsus were out of the ordi-
nary. No one else than he alone, not
even the saintly, were to see the Lord
before their resurrection change, in the
end of this Age. When, therefore, he
saw Jesus, he saw Him before the time
—more than eighteen centuries before
the time. Moreover, he saw Him as one
born before the time—as one resurrected
before the time. We are to have in mind
the Scriptural use of this word born—
that the Church must all be begotten of
the Holy Spirit in order to experience the
resurrection birth.

Thus, concerning our Redeemer’s resur-
rection, we read: ‘“He was the First-
born from the dead”’; and again, “He
was the First-born of many brethren.”
So the hope of all of God’s people is
that the begetting of the Holy Spirit
in the present time will be followed by
the resurrection birth, which Saint Paul
describes in this same chapter, saying,
“It is sown in weakness, it is raised
in power; it is sown an animal body, it
is raised a spirit body.”

‘With these things before our mental
eye we see the meaning of the Apostle
in the words, “He was seen of me, also,
as of one born before the time.” He
was not thus seen by the other Apostles.
They saw Him merely as He appeared
—sometimes in one form of body and

with appropriate clothing, at other times
in another form and with diverse cloth-
ing. He appeared and disappeared, but
they did not see Him, the New Creature;
they saw merely the various forms in
which He appeared. But Saint Paul saw
the Lord more nearly as all the saints
shall see Him when they shall be born
from the dead bx the glorious resurrec-
tion change.

Church’s Glory to Be Greater Than That
of the Angels.

One great difference between the effect
of what Saul saw and what the entire
glorious Church will see in the Resurrec-
tion, is that Saul’s eyesight was injured
by the sight; besides, he saw nothing
very distinctly—merely a blinding light,
which the voice explained to be the ap-
pearance or manifestation of Jesus. Far
more precious will be the experiences of
the Church. Before beholding Him who
is declared to be ‘‘the express image of
the Father’s person,” ‘“whom no man
hath seen, nor can see, dwelling in light
which no man can approach unto”’—be-
fore this, we shall have been changed,
glorified. This will enable us to see Him
as He is, for the glory of the Church
will be like to the glory of her Lord, and
superior to the glory of the angels.

‘While heavenly glory does not consist
exclusively of brightness, nevertheless the
Scriptures everywhere seem to associate’
bright shining with the heavenly ones,
and would imply that the higher the sta-
tion and rank the brighter will be the
sheen, the glory. Thus the glory of the
Heavenly Father is represented as being
so great that few could endure it; and
angels and seraphim are represented as
veiling their faces before the Divine glory,
which so greatly transcends their own.

It should not, therefore, surprise us
that the Scriptures everywhere represent
that our Lord Jesus and the Church,
“made partakers of the Divine nature’”
(2 Peter 1:4), will have a great honor
and brightness, far above that of angels
and all others except that of the Heavenly
Father. As the Lord Jesus was able to
veil the glories of His person, and to
appear as a man, after His resurrection,
so0 undoubtedly He could do as respects
the world, during the thousand years of
His Messianic Reign. [H

And, similarly, it would be possible for
the Church to appear as men with the
glory veiled. It might appear at first
as though this was what was signified
through the Mosaic type when Moses,
representing Messiah in glory, came down
from the mountain, his face radiant, but
veiled for the sake of the people. Our
thought, however, is that Jesus and the
Church will never thus appear in the
flesh as angels have done in the past,
but that, on the contrary, the Ancient
‘Worthies, perfected on the human plane,
will be their agents and representatives
in all communications with mankind.
Thus, ‘“‘the Law shall go forth from Mount
Zion (the Spiritual Kingdom) and the
Word of the Lord from Jerusalem” (the
earthly Kingdom), to every nation, people,
kindred and tongue, that all may be blest
it they will, and attain everlasting life.

PASTOR RUSSELL’S “STUDIES IN THE SCRIPTURES®

BIBLE AND TRACT SOCIETY, Publishers, BROOKLYN, N. Y.

Concerning this marvelous Library of religious knowledge and history of man«
kind, a famous Southern Philosopher and Editor once wrote:

MEN DARE TO THINK NOW!

“It is impossible to read these books
without loving the writer and pondering
his wonderful solution of the grecat mys-
teries that have troubled us all our lives.
There is hardly a family to be found that
has not lost some loved one who died out-
side the Church—outside the plan of sal-
vation, and, if Calvinism be true, outside
of all hope and inside of eternal torment
and despair. We smother our feelings
and turn away from the horrible picture.
‘We dare not deny the faith of our fathers,
and yet can it he possible that the good
mother and her wandering child are for-
ever separated?—forever and forever?

More Light the Watchword!
“This wonderful series makes no asser-
tions that are not well sustained by the

Scriptures. I see that editors of leading
journals, and many orthodox ministers of

indorsed
Light—

different denominations, have
them—men dare to think now!
more light, is the watchword!”’

These volumes have made Pastor Rus-
sell famous. Over seven million copies
are now in the homes of Christian people
throughout the world. Aside from the
Bible itself, the demand for these volumes
has been the greatest of any treatise ever
published. They are translated into nine-
teen languages. and sold at barely cost
price by the publishers—$2.65 for the en-
tire set of six books, and including a
vear’'s subscription to THE WATCH
TOWER, a sixteen-page, semi-monthly
religious journal, of which Pastor Russell
is editor. The books'aggregate over 3,000
pages, and are bound in handsome im-
ported maroon cloth, embossed in oriental
goid leaf—an ornament to any book
shelf,
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Religious and Scientific

Gleanings

REFORMATION BY SURGERY.

“The wonders performed by surgery
constantly increase, and perhaps in no
direction has the beneficence of the
science beer so much demonstrated as
in the direction of making mental and
moral cures through surgical operations.
From time to time a number of cases
have been reported whereby—with an op-
eration on the head, removing some de-
. pression from the brain, or perhaps
opening the skull to allow greater brain
expansion—backward and vicious boys
have been given normal mental and
moral conditions and a fair chance in life.
“Tdward BE. Grimmell, when 14 years of
age, received a blow on the head from
@ picket, which fractured the skull and
left a discernible depression. His parents
paid little or no attention to the incident,
but the boy grew up and from time to
time showed criminal tendencies. He
made little progress at school and was
vicious, and was frequently the subject
of police attention. After serving three
terms in State’s prison he was finally
arrested and tried for forgery. He did
not deny any of the facts, and his coun-
sel contended that his criminal impulses

were the result of injuries to the head.

Release of Pressure on Brain Changed
Course of Man’s Life.

#The Judge did not place credence in:

the claim made in his behalf, considered
him a clever professional crook, danger-
ous to the community, and sentenced him
The man

palimg ™ ivl )

] but could not resist. the op
‘portunity t6 commit crime whenever he
had a chance. He preferred death to a
continued career of crime, such as he
felt he was doomed to have.
attracted the attention of an eminent
gurgeon of Boston, who performed the
operation, relieved the pressure on the
brain and changed the whole tendency
of the man’s thought and action, z_a.nd

. from having the most perverse and crime-
fngl nature prior to the operation, he has
since become, to all appearances, & moral
man of the highest impulses.

«Tt has been found that surgical opera-
tions, removing = adenoids and other
growths of nose and throat, allowing
proper breathing has changed many
cases of stupid children into bright and
active ones. Crime comes ordinarily
through an abnormal physical condition;
viciousness is considerably the result of
ignorance through the presence of abnor-
mal conditions.”’—Plattsburg Sentinel.

* %
§f accidents to the skull can produce
" degradation of morals, who will deny that
the shape of the brain of the child is
largely influenced by heredity—particu-
farly by the mother?
the Scriptural declaration, “I was shapen
fn iniquity; in sin did my mother con-
ceive me.”—Psalm 51:5.

Who will deny, further, that the father.

has much to do with the child’s physical
vitality and vigor of constitution? But
additionally, he is largely responsible for
the mother’s surroundings and mental
condition during the period of gestation.
Injustice, harshness, cruel words gt such
a time from anybody, but particularly
from the husband, would arouse in the
mind of the mother grievous thoughts,
gure more or less to leave their impress
upon the child she is carrying.

While enforcing law and order let us re-
member that a reign of sin and death is in
progress. Let us sympathetically do all in
our power to promote righteousness and to
be helpful to those who are still in greater
difficulty. than ourselves along these lines.

Not only do such thoughts give us
great charity toward all, but they cause
us the more reverently to look up to God
as the only One competent to fully re-
jease the groaning creation. .Looking
fnto His Word we perceive that the en-
tire Plan of Salvation for the race is
along the lines of uplift from mental a.r}d
physical weaknesses to full per(ec_:tion in
God’s likeness. And while praising the
Almighty for this generous Plan soon to
be put into operation for the world at
the Second Coming of Messiah and the
establishment of His Kingdom }et us also
note with joy our own privileges—our
“High Calling of God, in Christ J esus.”™

He finally -

This agrees with,

WHERE ARE THE DEAD?

OUR FRIENDS, OUR NEIGHBORS; THE HOLY, THE
UNHOLY; THE CIVILIZED, THE VILE?

The proper answer to this question stands related to our own destiny, colors

and influences our theology and the entire trend of our lives! The correct answer
gives strength, confidence, courage, and assists towards the spirit of a sound mind}

“Men and brethren, let me freely speak
to you of the patriarch David, that he is
both dead and buried, and his sepulchre
is with us unto this day. For David is
not ascended into the heavens.” (Acts
2:29, 34.) *“And no man hath ascended up
to Heaven, but He that came down from
Heaven, even the Son of Man.”—John
3:13.

For a man to declare himself uninter-
ested in this subject would be to proclaim
himself idiotic—thoughtless. If the ordi-
nary affairs of this present life, food, rai-
ment, finance, politics, etc.,, which con-
cern us but for a few years, are deemed
worthy of thought, study, how much more
concern. should we have in respect to the
eternal future of ourselves and neighbors
and mankind in general?

Of course, so important a question has
had the most profound study ever since
the reign of Sin and Death began, six
thousand years ago. PEy this time the
subject should be threadbare. The entire
world should be so thoroughly informed
respecting this question that there would
be nothing new to say and nobody curious
to hear. But the large audiences of intel-
ligent, thoughtful people which come to
hear, and which listen with breathless
interest to what we have to say, imply
that, after all the study the subject has
few are thgroughly satisfled with

The Agnostic Answers the Question.

Before presenting what we claim is the
Scriptural and only satisfactory answer
to our query, we think it but proper re-
spect to the intelligence and thought of
our day and of past centuries to make
general inquiries on the subject and have
before our minds the most: profound
thoughts of the most astute thinkers of
our race. We cannot, however, go into

this matter élaborately and give lengthy -

quotations. We must content ourselves
with brief, synoptical answers, which will
be stated kindly and truthfully, and with
a desire not to offend anybody, however
much we may disagree with his conclu-
sions. We recognize the right of every
man to do his own thinking and to reach
his own conclusions, whether these agree
with our conceptions or not.

We, bezin our examination by asking
our agnostic friends, who boast of their
untrammeled freedom of thought, ‘“What
say you, Free-thinkers, in reply to our
query, Where are the dead?’ Their an-
swer is, “We do not know. We would

like to believe in a future life, but we

have no proof of it. TLacking the evi-
dences, our conclusion is that man dies
as does the brute beast. If our conclu-

. sion disappoints your expectations in re-

spect to there being joy for the saints, it
certainly, should be comforting to all as
respects the vast majority of our race,
who certainly would be much better off
perished like the brute beast than to be
preserved in torture, as the majority
believe.” -

We thank our agnostic friends for the
courteous reply, but feel that the answer
is not satisfactory,
or to our hearts, which cry out that there
must, or should be, a future life; that the
Creator made man with powers of mind
and heart so superior to the brute that his
pre-eminence in the Divine Plan should
be expected. Furthermore, the brevity of
the present life, its tears, its sorrows, its
experiences, its lessons, will nearly all be
valueless, useless, unless there be a future
life—an opportunity for making use of
these lessons. We must look further for
some more satisfactory answer to our
question.

The Heathen Answer to Our Query.

Since three-fourths of the world are
heathen, the weight of numbers implies
that they next should be asked for their
solution to the question—Where are the
dead? Heathenism gives two general
answers:

(1) Prominent among them are those
which hold to Transmigration. These re-
ply to us, “Our view is that when a man

either to our heads’

dies he does not die, but merely changes
his form. His future estate will corre-
spond to his present living, and give him
either a higher or a lower position. We
believe that we lived on earth before,
perhaps as cats, dogs, mice, elephants,
or what not, and that if the present life
has been wisely used, we may reappear
as men of nobler talents, as philosophers,
ete.; but if, as usual, life has been mis-
spent, at death we will be remanded to
some lower form of being—an elephant, a
worm, or what not. It is because of this
belief that we are so careful in respect
to our #reatment of the lower animals
and refuse to eat meat of any kind. Were
we to trample ruthlessly on the worm,
our punishment might be to be given
a form in which we ourselves would be
treated ruthlessly after the change which
we call death.” '

(2) The other largs class of heathen
believe in a spirit world with happy hunt-
ing grounds for the igood and a hell of
varied torments for the wicked. We are
told that when people seem to die they
really become more alive than ever, and
that the very moment they cross the river
Styx they go to the realms of either the
blessed or the forever doomed, and that
there are steps, or degrees, of punishment
e inquire, Where did you

? Th is, Th

g
‘We know, not ‘wlere they came from:. Our
learned men have handed them down to
us as truths, and we have accepted them
as such. . ‘ :

But Heathenism’s answer is not satis-
factory to our heads and hearts. We
must look further., We must not trust
to speculation. We must look for Divine

Revelation; the Message from Him with,

whom we have to do~our Creator.
The Catholic Answer to Our Question,

Turning from Heathenism, we address
our question to that intelligent one-fourth
of the world's population known as Chris-
tendom. We say, Christendom, What is
your answer to the question? The reply
is, “We are divided in our opinion, more
than two-thirds of us holding the Catho-
lic, and nearly one-third the general Prot-
estant view.” Let us hear the Catholic
view (Greek and Roman) first, then, be-
cause age, as well as numbers, suggests
such precedence.

Catholic friends, give us, please, the
results of your labors and studies, the
conclusions ¢f your ablest thinkers and
theologians, in respect to the Revelation
which you clain to have from God on this
subject, Where are the dead? We will
hear you thou;htfully, patiently, un-
biasedly. Our Catholic friends respond:
“Our teachings are very explicit aiong
the lines of your ques*ion. We have can-
vassed the subject from every standpoint
in th» light of Divine Revelation. Our
conclusion and teaching are that when
any. one dies he goes to one of ihree
places: first the saintly, of whom we

claim there are but a“few, go immedi-

ately to the presence of God, to Heaven.
These are referred to by our Lord, saying,
‘Whosoever doth not bear his cross and
come after Me, cannot be My disciple.’
(Luke 14:27.) Those who faithfully bear
the cross are the Little Flock, the Elect.
Respecting these Jesus says, ‘Strait is
the gate, and narrow is the way, that
leadeth to life, and few there be that find
it.’ (Matthew T7:14.) These saintly do
not include our clergy, not even our bhish-
ops, cardinals and popes; for you will
find that when any of these die it is «
‘custom of the Church that masses be said
for the repose of their souls. We would
not say masses for any we believe to be
in Heaven, because there surely is repose
for every soul; neither would we say
masses for them if we believed them to
be in eternal hell, for masses couli not
avail them there. We might remark,
however, that we do not teach that many
go to the eternal hell. It is our teaching
that only incorrigible heretics—persons
who have had a full knowledge of Cathi-
lic doctrines and who have wilfully and

- burying ground,
. having attained to saintship of character,

deliberately opposed them—these alone
meet the awful, hopeless fate.

Millions to Purgatory.

“The dead in general, according to our
teaching, pass imn.ediately to Purgatory,

* which is, as the nime indicates, a place

of purgation from sin, a placé of pene
ances, sorrows, woes, anguish indeed, but
not hopeless. The period of confinement
here may be centuries or thousands of
years, according to the deserts of the
individual and the alleviations granted.
If you would know more particularly the
Catholic teaching on this subject, we refer
you to the writings of one of our grent
Catholics, the noted poet Dante, a loyal
Catholic, at one time an Abbot, who died
in a monastery with the full rights of the
Church. Dante’s poem, ‘Inferno,” graph-
ically describes the tortures of Purgatory,
as we understand the matter. You canm
procure at almost any library an illus-
trated copy of this great Catholic poem.
“Doré, the artist, was also a prominent -
Catholic, and he portrayed Dante’s poem
vividly and truthfully. The illustrations
show the torments of Purgatory vividly—
how the demons chase some until they
leap over precipices into boiling water.
They ply others with fiery darts. Others
are burned with heads downward; others
with feet downward in pits. Some are
bitten by serpents. Still others are frozen,
etc. We advise that you see Dante’s work,
‘Inferno,” because it gives our Catholic
view of the proper arswer to your ques-
tion, Where are the dead? The vast ma-

‘jority are in Purgatory. The billions of the

heathen are there; because ignorance does
not save, does not qualify for the Heav-
enly condition. All who enter Heaven must
previou been fitted and prepared

| estants are there. They
could not enter Heaven, except through
the Catholic Church; neither would God
deem them subjects of eternal hell, be-
cause their rejection of Catholicism wasg
due to the confession of faith under which

.they were born and environed.

“Nearly all Catholics go to Purgatory,
also, because, notwithstanding the good
offices of our Church, our holy water, con-
fessions, masses, holy candles, consecrated
etc., nevertheless, not

they would be excluded from Heaven un-
til the distressing experiences of Purga-
tory would prepare their hearts for
Heaven. We hold, however, that for the
reason stated, Catholics will not need te
remain as long in Purgatory as will the
Protestants and Heathen.”

We can thank our Catholic friends for
s0 kind a statement of their case. We
will not ask them where their Purgatory
is, nor how they obtain the details of
information respecting it, because such
questions might offend them, and we have
no desire to offend. We merely wish for
their ripest, clearest, maturest thought
respecting our question. We regret te
say that the answer is not all that we
might have hoped for in clearness and
reasonableness and Scripturalness. Our
hearts are heavy with the thought that
our poor race, by reason of original sim,
is alrcady, 4s the Apostle says, a ‘“‘groans
ing creation,” and the present life of &
few years is full of trouble. It is sad-
dening, discouraging to all of us, to think
of being obliged to have, when presen$
trials and difficulties are past, even for
centuries (not to mention eternity), suck
awful experiences as Dante portrays, even
though those centuries of anguish would
purge us and fit us for the Divine pres-
ence and Heavenly glory. It may seem:
strange to some theologians, but it is
nevertheless. true, that the answer of
Catholicism to our question is not much
better than the answer of Heathendom.
Neither our heads nor our hearts are yet
satisfied. It cannot be wrong to look
further for something more satisfactory.

The Protestant Answer to Our Questions

I class myself as a Protestant withoué
thereby meaning any disrespect to anye
body else. I assume that the majority
of my readers are Protestants. I remind
you that many of us, in times past, have
been inclined to boast a little of Protest=:
ant “breadth of mind,” “intelligence,”™
s“education,” etc. May we not reasonably
expect from Protestants a clear, logical
satisfactory answer to our question?
Having found all the other answers udd

(Continued on page 2, column 2),
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TO US THE SCRIPTURES GCLEARLY
TEACH

That the Church is “the Temple of the
Liying God”—peculiarly “His workman-
ship;” its construction has been in prog-
ress throughout the Gospel Age—cver
since Christ became the world’s Re-
deemer and Chief Corner Stone of His
Temple, through which, when finished,
God’s blessing shall come “to all peo-
ple,” and they find access to Him.—
1 Corinthians 3:16, 17; Ephesians 2:20;
Genesis 28:14; Galatians 3:29.

That meantime the chiseling, shaping and
polishing of consecrated believers in
Christ’s Atonement for sin progresses;
@and when the last of these
mtones,” “Elect and precious,” shall
#have been made ready, the great Master
Workman will bring all together in the
#irst Resurrection; and the Temple
sshall be filled with His glory, and be the
ameeting place between God and men
®hroughout the Millennium.—Revelation
15:5-8; 21:3.

"That the Basis of Hope, for the Church
and the World, lies in the fact that
“Jesus Christ, by the grace of God,
Qasted death for every man,” “a Ran-
som for all,” and will be “the true Light
which lighteth every man that cometh
to the world,”” “in due time.”—He-
brews 2:9; John 1:9; 1 Timothy 2:5, 6..

That the Hope of the Church is that she
may be like her Lord, “see Him as He
is,” be “partaker of the Divine nature,”
and share His glory as His joint-heir.—
1 John 3:2; John 17:24; Romans 8:17;
2 Peter 1:4.

That the present mission of the Church
is the perfecting of the saints for the
future work of service; to develop in
herself every grace; to be God’s witness
to the world; and to prepare to be kings
and priests in the next Age.—Ephesians
4:12; Matthew 24:14; Revelation 1:6; 20:6.

That the hope for the World lies in the
blessings of knowledge and opportunity
to be brought to all by Christ’'s Mil~
lennial Kingdom—the Restitution of all
that was lost in Adam, to all the willing
and obedient, at the hands of their

- Redeemer and His Glorified Church—
. When_all the wilfully wicked will be
destroyed.—Acts 3:19-23; Isaiah 85. -+

We affirm the. pre-existence of Jesus as
the mighty Word (Logos—spokesman)
“‘the beginning of the creation of God,"”
“‘the First-Born of every creature,” the
active agent of the Heavenly Father,
Jehovah, in all the work of creation.
«Without Him was not anything made
that was made.”—Revelation 3:14; Co-
lossians 1:15; John 1:3. -

We affirm thot the Word (Logos) was
made flesh—Dbecame the Babe of Beth-
lehem-~thus becoming the Man Jesus,
“holy, harmless, undefiled, separate from
sinners.” As we affirm'the humanity
of Jesus, we equally affirm the Divinity
of Christ—*God also hath highly exalted
Him, and given Him a name which is
above every name.”’—Hebrews 7:26; Phi-
lippians 2:9. .

We acknowledge that the personality of
the Holy Spirit is the Father and Son;
that the Holy Spirit proceeds from both,
and is manifested in ail who receive the
begetting of the Holy Spirit and thereby
become sons of God.—John 1:12; 1 Peter

1:3.

‘We affirm the resurrection of Christ—that
He was put to death in flesh but quick-
ened in Spirit. We deny that He was
raised in the flesh, and challenge any
statement to that effect as being un-
scriptural.—1 Peter 3:18; 2 Corinthians
8:17; 1 Corinthians 15:8; Acts 26:13-15.

7 WONDERS OF MODERN WORLD.

A scientific magazine made a request
to the Physical Department at Cornell to
name seven wonders of the modern world
selected from a list of fifty-seven out-
‘standing inventions and structures sub-
mitted. . .

The faculty, graduates, and seniors in
the physics seminary balloted, the award
of the voting going to wireless telegraghy,
synthetic chemistry, radium, antitoxins,
aviation, the Panama Canal, and the tele-
phone.—New York Times.

SAN FRANGISCO TO NEW YORK iIN
THREE DAYS.AND A HALF.

The acceleration of transcontinental
railway travel during the past two years
has been made so quietly that not many
people are aware that the time from
ocean %o ocean has been reduced to less
than three and a half days. The fact was
recently brought into prominence by daily
press notices of a ‘trip made by an AﬂS-
tralian passenger who left San Francisco
at 10.40 P.M., March 2, and reached New
York Mareh $, in time to catch the steam-
ship sailing at noon the same day for
Turbpe, the €otal time from 'San Fran-
.cisco to New York being three days and
. elevist thours.—Scientific American.

“living
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satisfactory, and having now come to the
one-twelfth portion of our race, which has
had most advantage every way, we might
reasonably expect to find in its answer
the quintessence of wisdom and proof
from every quarter and from every age.
But what do we find, dear friends? With
shame I say it, We find the very reverse!
We find that the voice of Protestantism
as a whole (barring numerically insignifi-
cant denominations) giving the most ab-
surd answer to my question that could be
conceived—an answer which is put to
shame by the Catholics, the heathen and
the agnostics. Is not this marvelous?
Can this be? It is written, “Faithful are
the wounds of a friend.” Bear with me,
therefore, while I expose to you the weak-
ness of our position as Protestants; not
with a view to our vexation and shame,
but with the thought that our intelligent
investigation of the subject can be turned
to our advantage and enable us to know
the Truth and to lift the true, Divine
standard before the people, to the intent
that we and all may come to clearer views
of our Heavenly Father’s character, pur-
poses and future dealings with our race.

Permit me, as gently as possible, to
touch this sore spot. The removal of the
bandages and the cleansing of the sore
may cause us pain, but the investigation
should be helpful, nevertheless. We got
our name, Protestants, from the fact that
our intelligent and well-meaning fore-
fathers, who were Catholics, thought that
they discovered inconsistencies and un-
scripturalness in Catholic doetrines in
which they had been reared. They pro-
tested against these, and hence came the
name Protestants. We cannot defend all
that they did to their enemies nor all tha
their enemies did to them. :

Onmne of the points of protest of our fore-
fathers was that they could find nothing
of Purgatory anywhere, nor any declara-
tion respecting it in the Bible. With a
simplicity that is certainly marvelous to
us, they concluded that they would merely
pick up their views of Purgatory and
throw them away forever. This left them
Heaven and Hell, into one of which, they
said, every member of the race must go
at death and there spend his eternity.
Quite evidently these well-meaning fore-
fathers of ours were not as long-headed,
far-sighted and logical as we might have
expected them to be, when they did not
perceive the difficulty into which they
were walking. Rather we should say,
perhaps, that they did see something of
the difficulty, but viewed matters differ-
ently from what we do. The theory of
Calvin and Knox prevailed at that time
amongst Protestants, and led each denom-
ination to hope that it was God’s Elect,
and that it would constitute the Little
Flock who would go to Heaven, while all
the remainder of mankind would be con-
ned to 4N eternity of Heldyyitorture,
No longer does either Catholic or Prot-
estant pray, 7

“God bless me and my Wwife,
My son John and his wife,
Us four and no more.* -

Both Catholics and Protestants, looking
back to that period which ‘we often term
the Dark Ages, have reason to give thanks
to God for the anointing of the eyes of
our understanding, which enables us, we
believe, to think more logically. than our
forefathers. Even those of us reared un-
der the doctrine of Predestination have
lost the idea that the heathen were passed
by because they were predestinated to
damnation. - Instead, those who accepted
the Westminster confession of faith are
today the most zealous in the preaching
of the Gospel amongst the heathen py
missionary effort. We are glad of this.
It is a sign that our hearts are in truer
and nobler condition, even thaugh our
heads have not yet gotten into proper
adjustment with our hearts; and we still
look at crooked doctrines and endeavor to
imagine them altogether straight.

Theoretically, Protestant doctrines stand
with the Bible and with Catholics, and
declare that Ieaven is a'place of perfec-
tion; that there can b% no change to any
who enter there; herce that all trial, all
refinement, all chir¢ling, all polishing of
character must be accomplished in ad-
vance of an entrance into the abode of
the saints. In a word, we agree that only
the saints will ever enter there, the “pure
in heart,” the ‘“overcomers,” the “little
flock,” who now walk in the footsteps of
Jesus. What about the remainder of
mankind? Ah? there is the difficulty. Our
larger hearts will not consent that all X~
cept the saints must suffer an eternity
of torture, though this is the logic of our
creeds. Our hearts protest, saying that
three-fourths of humanity today are
heathen, and that fully that proportion of
humanity, altogether, have never heard
of God and the terms of salvation.

. ‘The Best of People Perplexed.

Our creeds perplex us; for, as our hearts
will not permit us to think of these poor
creatures going to an eternity of misery,
neither will our heads permit us to say
that they are fit for Heaven. Indeed, it
would be at variance not only with the
Scripture, but also with reason itself,
to suppose Heaven with three-fourths of
its inhabisants unregenerate in every
sense of the word. Our forefathers merely
spoiled things for us when they threw
away ‘Purgatory and kept the remainder
of such arrangement. If we must ob-
ject to Purgatory as being unscriptural,
must we not equally object to the eternal

torment of all the families of the earth
as being unscriptural, especially when the
Bible declares that *“all the families of
the earth shall be blessed’” through Christ
—blessed with a knowledge of the Truth
and opportunity to come into heart-har=-
mony with God and attain everlasting life
through Christ. I believe that it is neces-
sary to press this point of the unreason-
ableness of the eternal torment doctrine.
Nevertheless, I will remind you of what
our prominent Protestant theories are on
the subject: - .

(1) The Calvinistic thought is that Di-
vine Wisdom and Power planned for man-
kind in advance—knew of the fall of man
in advance, and prepared therefor by the

reating of a great place called Hell, and
the manning of it with fire-proof devils,
for the torment of the race—all except the
Little Flock, the Elect. Love and Justice
were left out of this calculation. (2) The
other prominent Protestant theory, the
Arminian, held today probably by the
majority, insists that both Love and Jus-
tice created the world and arranged the
torment, and that Wisdom and Power
were not consulted; hence that God has
gotten into difficulty, while endeavoring
to do justly and lovingly by His creatures,
because lacking in power to render the
needed aid. The entire difficulty, dear
friends, is that, in our reasoning on the
subject, we have merely asked the opin-
ions of men and have not sought the Word
of the Lord.

I shall surprise you, I feel sure, when
I bring- to your attention now the clear,
plain, reasonable, just, loving and wise
Program of our Heavenly Father. It has
been so long overlooked, so long buried
under the rubbish  of human tradition of
the Dark Ages, that today “Truth is
stranger than fiction.” Well did our Lord,
through the Prophet, declare:

“As the heavens are higher than the
earth, so are My ways higher than your
ways, and My plans higher than your
plans.”—Isaiah 55:9.

And what else should we expect than
this—that God would be better than our-
selves? Our Lord said, “ILiove your ene-
mies, bless them that curse you, do good
to them that hate you, and pray for them
which despitefully use you.” (Matthew
5:44.) “49f thine enemy hunger, feed him;
if he thirst, give him drink.” (Romans
12:20.) In view of this, how strange to
think that God would torture His ene-
mies, and that eternally; and not only so,
but torture also those who are not espe-
cially His enemies—the. ignorant, the
heathen—all who do not become saints
under present adverse conditions! From
only the one standpoint can we get order
out of confusion and regain the proper
respect for our Creator and His dealings
with our race. That is the standpoint of
the Truth, as revealed to us in the Bible.

What Say the Scriptures?

All'of the foregoing theories;,” be it no-'
ticed, are based upon the assumption that
death does not mean death—that to die
is to become more alive than before death.
In Eden it was God who declared to our
first parents, “Ye shall surely die.” It
was Satan who declared, “Ye shall not
surely die.” Notice that the heathen, as
well as the Christians, have accepted
Satan’s lie, and correspondingly rejected
God’s Truth. Do they not all agree with
the serpent’s statement, “Ye shall mnot
sureiy die”? Do they not all claim that
the dead are alive—much more alive than
before they died? This, dear friends, has
been our common point of mistake. We
have followed the wrong teacher, the one
of whom our Lord said, “He abode not
in the Truth,” and that he is the father
of lies.—John 8:44.

These false doctrines have prevailed
amongst the heathen for many, many
centuries, but they gained an ascendancy
in the Church of Christ during the Dark
Ages, and had much to do with produc-
ing the darkmness thereof. If our forefath-
ers had believed God’s testimony, “Thou
shalt surely die,” there would have been
no room for the introduction of prayers
for the dead, masses for their sins, fright-
ful thoughts respecting their torture. The
Scriptures agree from first to last that
“the dead know not anything” (Ecclesi-
astes 9:5), and that “their sons come to
honor and they know it not; they come
to dishonor and they perceive it not of
them.” (Job 14:21.) It is the Scriptures
that tell us where the dead are and their
condition; that they are experiencing
neither joy nor sorrow, pleasure nor suf-
fering; that they will have no knowledge
of anything done under the sun until their
awakening in the Resurrection. I remind
you of the wise man’s words, “Do with
thy might what thy hand findeth to do,
for there-is neither wisdom nor knowledge
nor device in the grave (Sheol) whither
thou goest.” (Ecclesiastes 9:10.) I re-
mind you that both in the Old Testament
and in the New Testament it is written
of both the good and the bad that they
“fell asleep” in death. I remind you that
the Apostle Paul speaks of those who
“sleep in Jesus,” and of those who have
“fallen asleep in Christ;” who, he de-
clares, are perished if there be no resur-
rection of the dead. Could they perish
in Heaven, or in Purgatory, or in.a. hell
of torment? Assuredly no one so teaches.
They are already in a perished condition
in the tomb; and the perishing would be
absolute, complete, unless a resurrection
be provided for their deliverance from the
power of death. Hence we read, ‘“God
so loved the world that He gave His only
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth on

Him should not perish, but . have eternal
life.””—John 3:16.

In a word, then, the Bible teaching is
that man was made superior to all the
brute creation—in the image #nd likeness
of his Creator; that he possessed life in
a perfect degree in Eden and might have
retained it by full cbedience. But in his
trial, his testing, he failed, and came un-
der the death sentence: “In the day that
thou eatest thereof, dying, thou shalt
die.” (Genesis 2:17.) There the dying
began, which, after nine hundred and
thirty years, brought Father Adam to the
tomb and involved all of his children in
his weaknesses and death sentence. He
died in the very day, which the Apostle
Peter explains was not a twenty-four-
hour day, but a thousand-year Day, say-
ing, “One day is with the Lord as a thou-’
sand years.”—2 Peter 3:8.

During six of these great Days, the
death sentence has brought man down in
some respects to the level of the brute,
and left him without hope of future life,
except as God might take compassion
upon him and bring him some relief. This
was hinted at in the statement that “The
Seed of the woman should bruise the ser-
pent’s head.” It was yet further elab-
orated to Abraham, saying, “In thee and
in thy Seed shall all the families of the
earth be blessed.”—Genesis 12:3; 28:14.

But not until four of the great thou-
sand-year Days had passed did God send
forth His Son to redeem the race, by
meeting Father Adam’s penalty, by dyings
“The just for the unjust, that He migh&
bring us to God.” (1 Peter 3:18.) As
a result of that redemptive work accom-—
plished at Calvary, there is to be “a res—
urrection of the dead, both of the jusg
and of the unjust”—a recovery from the
death sentence, from the prison-house.
the tomb.—Acts 24:15.

Death, Not Torment, the Penalty.

Note well the mistake made in assum-
ing eternal torment the wages of original
sin, when the Scriptures explicitly declare
that “The wages of sin is death’’—not
eternal torment. (Romans 6:23.) We
search the Genesis account of man’s fall,
and the sentence imposed, but find no
suggestion of a future eternal torture, but
merely of a death penalty. Repeating it
the second time, the Lord said, “Dust
thou art, and unto dust shalt thou re-
turn.”” (Genesis 3:19.) But He said not a’
word respecting devils, fire and torment.
How, then, did the Adversary deceive our
fathers, during the Dark Ages, with his
errors, which the Apostle styles “doctrines
of devils”? Note the fact that none of
the prophecies mention any other than a
death penalty for sin. Note that the New
Testament likewise declares the same. St.
Paul, who wrote more than one-half of
the New Testament, and who assures us
that he did ‘“not shun to declare the whole

counsel of 'Sod” (Acts 20:87); says not &7
- word about eternal torment. . On the con-:

trary, discussing this very matter of sin
and its penalty, he says, ‘“Wherefore, as
by one man sin entered into the world,
and death by sin; and so death passed
upon all men, for that all have sinned.”
(Romans 5:12.) Note that it was not
eternal torment that passed upon one
man, nor upon all men, but death. If
some one. suggests that death would not
be a sufficient penalty for sin, all we
would need to do would be to point him
to the facts, and thus prove his sugges-
tions illogical. For the sin of disobedi-
ence Adam lost his paradisaic home—Ilost
eternal life and Divine fellowship, and in-.
stead got sickness, pain, sorrow, death.
Additionally, all of his posterity, reason-
ably estimated at twenty thousand msl-
lions, disinherited so far as the blessings
are concerned, have inherited weaknesses,
mental, moral and physical, and are, as
the Apostle declares, “A groaning crea-
tion.”—Romans 8:22,

View the situation! Twenty thousand
millions born in sin and shapen in in-
iquity. (Psalm 51:5.) A few short hours
or days or years of trouble and disobedi-
ence brought them to their death bed:
the weeping friends stood around with
breaking hearts. They were carried to
the tomb—‘ashes to ashes; dust to dust.”
Reviewing the whole situation, and re-
membering that all the sickness, sorrow,
pain, death, mental and moral decrepi-
tude, result from Father Adam’s trans-
gression, what sane man would say that
the penalty has been insufficient, and that
Justice could and does further demand
that these millions shall, at death, be
hurried to a hell of endless woe, trouble—
tormented by demons to all eternity?
Dear friends, the person who thus reasonsg
indicates to you and to me that he either
never had the power to reason, or that
he has lost it.

God’s Penalty a Just One.

Let no one think the death penalty
unjust and too severe. God could have
blotted out Adam, the sinner, thus ful-

mmmmmmmmmmmxé
THE THIEF ON THE CROSS. Eé

What did Jesus mean by His

words, “Verily I say unto thee to-

day, thou shalt be with Me in Para- §
dise”—if Paradise, lost 6,000 years

ago, will not be restored until the
Second Coming of Jesus and the es-
tablishment of His Kingdom?
The full answer to this question
we shall be pleased to send you upon
receipt of postal-card request. Ad-
dress, Bible & Tract Society, 13
Hicks St., Brooklyn, N. Y.
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filling the sentence. He could have blot-
ted out the race instantly.
we have preferred that? Assuredly not.
Life is sweet, even amidst pain and suf-
fering. Besides, it is the Divine purpose
that present trials and experiences shall
prove useful as disciplines; to prepare us
for a wiser course than Father Adam
took, when we shall be privileged to have
a further individual trial. Our race would
have been without hope of future exist-
ence, just as agnosticism claims, had it
not been for Divine compassion and the

. work of redemption.

Notice again why our Lord died for our
redemption and see in that another evi-
dence of the penalty. If the penalty
against us had been eternal torment, our
redemption' f..m it would have cost our
Lord that price. He would have been
obliged to suffer eternal torment,’the Just
for the unjust. But eternal torment was
not the penalty; hence Jesus did not
suffer that penalty for us. Death was the
penalty, and hence, “Christ died for our
ssins.” “By the grace of God He tasted
death for every man.” Whoever could
pay Adam’s penalty could settle with
Divine Justice for the sins of the whole
-world, because Adam alone had been tried
~—Adam alone had been condemned. We,
his children, were involved through him.
Behold the wisdom and the economy of
our Creator! The Scriptures assure us
that He condemned the whole world for
one man’s disobedience, in -order that He
might have mercy upon all through the
obedience of another—Christ. We were
condemned to death without our consent
or knowledge. We were redeemed from
death without our consent or knowledge.

Some one may inquire, “Are we, there-
fore, without responsibility? Will there be
no individual penalty upon us for individ-
1al wrong doings”? We answer, “A just
recompense of reward’” will be meted out
to all. But our eternal destiny can be
settled only by ourselves, by our indi-
vidual acceptance or rejection of the
grace of God. The Scriptures clearly in-
form us that every sin, in proportion to
its wilfulness, brings a measure of deg-
radation which involves ‘‘stripes,” chas-
tisements, corrections, to regain the lost
standing. Thus the more mean and more
wicked a man or woman may be, the
®reater will be his or her disadvantage
in the resurrection time, and the more he
‘will then have to overcome, to get back to
all that was lost in Adam and redeemed
by Christ.

4#4And the Dead Came Forth.”

At His First Advent our Lord’s miracles
foreshadowed the great work which He,
with His glorified Church, will accomplish
for the world during the Millennium. Then
all the sick, lame, blind and dead will be
revived, and if obedient, will be brought
m!tlmately to full p;arfectlon. The dis-
obedi¢nt will be destroyed iu the feconds
Death. The most notable miracle which
our Lord performed was the awakening of
Lazarus, His friend. Jesus had been gone
several days when Lazarus took sick, and
of course knew about the matter. Nev-
ertheless, Martha and Mary sent Him a
special message, saying, “Lord, behold he
whom Thou lovest is sick.” (John 11:3.)
They knew of Jesus' power to heal, even
by the word of His mouth. They had
faith that if He could help strangers, He
would surely be glad to assist His friend.
But’'Jesus remained where he was and
allowed Lazarus to die and a rude shock
to come to the dear sisters. Then He
said to His disciples, “Our friend Lazarus
sleepeth.”” (John11:11.) Then, coming down
to their comprehension, he added, ‘“Laza~
rus is dead; and I am glad for your sakes
that I was not there.”-—John 11:14, 15.

He was glad to let His friend fall asleep
in death, because it would provide a spe-
cial opportunity for a special miracle,
Then, with His disciples, He began the
three-days’ journey to Bethany. We can-
not blame the sorrowing sisters that they
felt hurt that the Messiah should appar-
ently neglec{ their interests. They knew
that He had the power to relieve them.
Martha’s gentle reproof was,
Thou hadst been here, my brother had
not died. Jesus saith unto her, thy
brother shall rise again. Martha saith
unto Him, I know that he shall rise
again in the resurrection at the last day.”
(John 11:23, 24.) Notice that our Lord
did not say, ‘“Thy brother is not dead; thy
brother is more alive than he ever was;
he is in Heaven or in Purgatory.” Noth-
ing of the kind! Purgatory had not yet
been invented, and He knew nothing of
it. And as for Heaven, our Lord’s testi-
mony is, in our text, “No man. hath
ascended into Heaven, but He that came
down from Heaven.” Martha also was
well informed. The errors of the Dark
Ages had not yet supplanted the Truth.
Her hope for her brother was the Scrip-
tural oné; that he would rise in the res-
urrection, in the last day, the Millennial
Day, the seventh of the great thousand-
year Days from creation.

Our Lord explained that the power of
resurrection was vested in Himself, that
He was there with her, and could give
relief to them without waiting. Martha
told our Lord that it was too late; that
putrefaction had set in by this time. But
Jesus 'insisted on seeing the tomb, and
when He arrived at it, He cried, ‘“Lazarus,
come forth!” And we read, ‘“He that was
dead eame forth.” <(John 11:43, 44.) Mark
well that it was not the living that came
forth, but that Lazarus that was really
dead. Mark well that he was not called
from Heaven. nor from Purgatory.

But would '

“Lord, if,

“All That Are in Their Graves.”

What Jesus did for Lazarus He inti-
mated He would ultimately do for Adam
and his entire race. Note His words:
“The hour is coming, in the which all that
are in the graves shall hear His voice,
and shall come forth.” (John 5:28, 29.)
Does this astonish us? If so, the reason
is not far to seek. It is because we have
gotten so far away from the teachings
of the Bible, so fully immersed in the
“doctrines of devils,” we have come so
fully to believe in the serpent’s lie, “Ye
shall not surely die,” so blinded to the
Lord’s declaration, *“Ye shall surely die,”
and “the wages of sin is death.” .

The remainder of John 5:29 explains
that there will be two general classes of
the dead to come forth. The first, those
who have had their trial and who have
passed it successfully; the second, all the
remainder ofymankind who have thus far
failed to have Divine approval. The ap-
proved will come forth from the tomb
unto- a resurrection of lifc—perfection.
The disapproved will coxe forth “unto a
resurrection of judoment” (3ee Revised
Version). The coming forth is one thing.
The resurrection is another. The Apostle
explains that they will come forth, “every
man in his own order.” (1 Corinthians
15:23.) On thus being awakened, the priv-
ilege will be theirs of rising up, up, up,
out of present degradation—mental, moral,
physical-to the glorious perfection which
Father Adam enjoyed in the image and
likeness of his Creator. The uplifting or
resurrection work St. Peter refers to as
“the Restitution of all things, which God
hath spoken by the mouth of all His Holy
Prophets since the world began ?—Acts
3:21.

Not Unlversaljsm,\ Either.

Nor does this mean universal everlast-
ing life, for the Scriptures declare that
such .as refuse to profit by the glorious
opportunities of the Millennium, such as
refuse to be uplifted to perfection, shall
be destroyed from amongst the people, in
the Second Death—‘They shall be as
though they had not been.” (Obadiah
16.) I remind you again of our Lord’s
teaching on this subject. Hé entered the
synagogue at <Capernaum, and, being
asked to read the lesson, He chose Isaiah,
61st chapter, and read respecting Himself
and His work—that a part of it would be
“to open the prison doors and set at lib-
erty, the captives.” We are well aware
that our Lord did not open any of the
literal prisons, such as John the Baptist
was confined in. He made no effort to
succor him. The prison-house which
Christ will open is the great prison-house,
the tomb, which now holds approximately
twenty thousand millions of our race. At
His Second Advent our Lord will open
1this great prison-house and cause all the
prisoners t¢ come forth, just as truly as
% did in the case of Lazaius. ~NO& il
Fiecall them from Heaven, Purgatory nor
Hell, but just as He declared, “lL.azarus,
come forth,” so “all that are in their
graves shall hear His voice and come

forth ”
Where Are the Dead?

My dear friends, you have had before your
minds the answers to our question from
the highest to the lowest earthiy authori-
ties. None of them was satisfactory.
Now you have heard the testimony of
(tod’s Word—the Divine declaration as to
“Where are the dead?’ Harkening to the

voice from Heaven, we are assured that—

the dead are really dead, and that all
their hopes as respects the future are
centered, first, upon the redemptive work
.of our Lord Jesus, accomplished at Cal-
vary, and secondly, upon the work of
resurrection which, at His Second Advent,
JIe is to accomplish for those whom He
izdeemed. If perchance you have a shade -
of disappointment. as respects a saintly
brother or sister, father or mother or
1ild, whom you hoped was already in
ifleaven, then as a consolation, look at the
other side of the question—behold how
many of your loved ones, kith and kin,
friends and foes and neighbors, according
io your theory and all the prevalent theo-
i1ies, hawve been suffering untellable woe
since their death, and would be suffering
similarly for long centuries to come. Con-
gider the relief of mind and heart you get
from the knowledge of the Truth; that
they are not alive anywhere, but simply
ﬁead, or, more poetically, they are “asleep

Jesus,”” in the sense that He is their
I’cdeemer, in whom all their hopes of a
future awakening reside.

Briefly I remind.you that although in
this hour we have discarded theories long
held, nevertheless they never were beau-
tiful, never were reasonable, never were
Seriptural. Are we not glad that in Di-
vine Providence we now see the teachings
¢f the Scriptures on this most important
subject? With the fading of the error
from our minds should come instead a
great appreciation of the true character
of our God and a desire to worship and
serve Him more reverently, more earn-
estly, than ever before. There should
5's0 come to us a greater reverence than
ever for God’s Book, the Bible. The fa~t
that it has stood before the world for these
many, many centuries, misrepresented
by friends and foes, yet ultimately vindi-
cated as the only truth-teller on this im-
portant subject, is sufficient ground for
our determination to adhere closely to
its teachings in the future.

Present Your Bodles Sacrifices

Just a closing word! Our subject would
lack a proper finish if we did not explain

Scripturally why God has delayed the
world’s . blessing, the -resurrection, for
nearly two thousand years since the death
of Jesus: The reason is such a glorious
one! It must appeal to every true Chris-
tian heart and make it glad. It is this:

God purposed the selection of the
Church before the blessing of resurrec-
tion should go to the world. This Church
is called sometimes ‘“the Body of Christ,
which is the Church,” of which Jesus is
the Head. Again, it is styled “the Bride,
the Lamb’s Wife.”” Ever since Pentecost
the Heavenly Father has been drawing
believers to Jesus’ side. After justifying
them through faith in the precious blood,
they have been invited to become Jesus’
disciples, His followers, to walk in His
steps, to lay down their lives in the
Father’s service, as Jesus did, and to
develop in their hearts the fruits and
graces of the Holy Spirit to such a degree
that they rmght be called ‘‘copies of
God’s dear Son.”

The promise to these is not the resur-
rection of Restitution promised to “the
world during the Millennium. On the con~
trary, these have a “Heavenly Calling.”
After their consécration they are begot-
ten of the Holy Spirit and then instructed
in the School of Christ #1d subjected to
trials and disciplines in various ways, for
the purpose of chiseling and polishing
their characters as New Creatures. These

are a Little Flock, gathered, one here and
one there; “saints” from all denomina~ |
tions, and from outside of all denomina- *
tions, for “the Lord knoweth.,them that
are His.”” ‘When the predestinated num-
ber of the Elect shall have been selected
and polished, the present Age will end.
Our Lord will come in Second Adveat
glory and Power. His elect Bride will
constitute the First Resurrection class,
changed from earthly to heavenly nature,
“in a moment,” for “flesh and blood can-
not inherit the Kxngdom of God.”-1 Cor-
inthians 15:50, '

Then will come the holy, invisible Mil-
lennial Kingdom, and the binding of Satan
and the destruction of his unholy, invis-
ible kingdom, and the setting loose -of
agencies for the enlightening and uplift-
ing of the whole race.

To those of my readers who are already
the Lord’s consecrated saints, I say, Lift
up your heads, and realize more fully
than ever before the glorious fullness of
the ‘“Heavenly Calling,” of which you
have been. made partakers. To others
w .0 have the hearing edr and appreciate
this High Calling, we say, Permit the
love of Ged and of Christ to constrain
you, and become disciples indeed of Jesus,
laying aside every weight and every be-
setting sin, and entering the race and
pressing with vigor to its end and the
crown of glory!

A DARK CLOUD AND ITS SILVER LINING

in the Minister’s morning sermon he told
of the primal fall,

And how, henceforth, the wrath of God
rested on each ‘and all;

And how, of His will and pleasure, all
souls, save a chosen few,

Were doomed to eternal torture, and held

*in the way thereto,

Yet never, by Faith’s unreason, a saintlier
soul was tried,

And never the harsh old lesson a tenderer
heart belied.

And after the painful service, on that
pleasant, bright first day

He walked with his little daughter thro’
the apple bloom of May

Sweet in the fresh green meadow sparrow
and blackbird sung;

Above him its tinted petals the blossom-
ing orchard hung.

Around, on the'wonderful glory, the min-
ister looked and smiled:
“How good is the Lord, who gives us these
gifts from His hand, my child.
“Behold in the bloom of apples, and the
violets in the sward,

A hint of the old lost beauty of the gar-
den of the Lord.” .

Then up spake the little maiden, treading
on snow and pink,

“O father! these pretty blossoms are very
wicked I think.

“Had there been no Garden of Eden, there
never had been a fall;

And if never a tree had blossomed God
would have loved us all.’
“Hush, child!” the Father answered, ‘“By

Tiis decree men fell;
ig ways are in clouds ad JUEne
He doeth all things well.

w8, Dat

|, BY JOHN G. WHITTIER

“And whether by His ordaining to us com=
eth good or il

Joy or pain, or light or shadow, we musé
fear and love Him still,

“Oh, I fear Him!” said the daughter “and
I try to love Him, too

But I wish He were kind and gentle—
kind and loving as you

The minister groaned in splnt as the
tremulous lips of pain

And wide, wet eyes, uplifted, questioned
his own in vain

Bowing his head, he pondered the words
of his httle one.

Had he erred in his life-long. teachings,
and wrong to his Master done?

To what grim and dreadful idol had he
lent the holiest Name?

Did his own heart, loving and human, the
God of his worship shame? -

And lo! from the bloom and greenness,
from .the tender skies above,

And the face of his little daughter, he
read a lesson of love.

No more as the cloudy terror of Sinai's
mount of law.

But as Christ in the Syrian lilies the vis-
ion of God he saw.

And as when, in the clefts of Horeb, of.
old was His presence known,

The dread, ineffable glory was ‘infinite
oodness alone.

Thereafter his hearers noted in his pray-
ers a tenderer strain,

And never the message of hatred burned
on his lips again.

And the_ scoffing tongue was prayerful
and the blinded eyes found sight,

And bhearts, as Sintoafergtime, grow -sod

in his warmth and light.

PASTOR RUSSELL’S 7STUDIES IN THE SCRIFTUFES”

BIBLE AND TRACT SOCIETY, Publishers, BROOKLYN,
e
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THESE MOST HELPFUL BOOKS ARE PRINTED IN 19 LANGUAGES
and sold without profit so as to enable all to have them

MORE THAN SEVEN MILLION COPIES

are in the hands of the thinking public! All should have them‘
'POSTPAID 35¢c. EACH .

Concerning this marvelous Library of religious knowledge and history of man=—
kind, a famous Southern Phxlosopher and Editor once wrote:

MEN DARE TO THINK NOW!

“It is impossible to read these books
without loving the writer and pondering
his wonderful solution of the great mys-
teries that have troubled us all our lives,
There is hardly a family to ! e found that
has not lost some loved one <7iio died out-
side the Church—outside the plan of sal-
vation, and, if Calvinism be true, outside
of all hope and inside of eternal torment
and despair. We smother our feelings
and turn away from the ho:‘z‘ible picture.
We dare not deny the faith ¢’ our fathers,
and yet can it be possible taat the good
mether and her wandering , hild are fore
ever separated?—forever ars forever?

More Light the Watchword!

“This wonderful series makes no asser-
tions that are not well sustained by the
Scriptures. I see that editors of leading
Jjournals, and many orthodox ministers of

different denominations, have findorged®
them—men dare to think now! Lighte
more light, is the watchword!”

These volumes have made Pastor Rus-
sell famous. Over seven million, copies
are now in the homes of Christian people
throughout the world. Aside from the
Bible itself, the demand for these volumes
has been the greatest of any treatise ever
published. They are translated into nine-
teen languages, and sold at barely cost
price by the publisliers—$2.65 for the#en-
tire set of six books, and including a
year’s subscription to THE WATCH
TOWER, a sixteen-page, semi-monthly
religious journal, of which Pastor Russell
is editor. The books aggregate over 3,000
pages, and are bound in handsome im-
ported maroon cloth, embeossed in oriental
g{;l(lif leaf—an ornament to any book
shelf.
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Pastor Russell on

PAINS OF HELL EXPLAINED TO U:
Misconceptions of Bible’s Teaching

TRUTH AND BEAUTY HIDDEN

The Dangers of Ignorance and Superstition—The Worship of Hypocrisy and Fear
Great Spurs—God Seeks Worship Only from the Reverential and True-Hearted
~—Popular Misconceptions of Hell—The Injury It' Has Done and Is Doing—
True Christians Should Awake to True Bible Study.

The discourses
of Pastor Russell,
published weekly

. in several hun-
dred mnewspapers
throughout Amer-
ica and Europe, are
causing a great
awakening in the
Christian world and
creating a new in-
terest in true Bible
study everywhere.
Recently he gave a
notable address be-
fore an assembly of
Bible Students on
the text: ‘“The sor-
rows of death com-
passed me, and the

gat hold upon me.”"—

pains of hell
Psalm 116:3.

Opening his address, the Pastor apolo-
gized for the selection of such a text. He
would much prefer to talk along the lines
of Christian character-building and the
necessity of growing in grace, knowledge
and love, and thus becoming more and
more copies of God’s dear Son. His apol-
ogy was that his text, a sample of many
other Bible statements, is so grievously
misunderstood as to stand in the way of
Christian progress. In_ conjunction with
other Scriptures, it was woven into ter-
rible theories during the Dark Ages.
Those theories became imbedded in the
various creeds of the time, and so ob-
structed the channels of thought that the
grace, truth and beauty of the Bible were
hidden. Many noble hearts, he claimed,
are famishing for lack of the refreshment
of God’s Truth, by reason of the fossilized
errors which block the way.

“pPerish for Lack of Kncwledge.”

The Scriptures foretell conditions ex-

actly as they are today. They declare
that there shall be ‘“a famine in the 'Tand
~—not a famine of bread, nor a thirst for
water, but of hearing the Word of the
Lord.” (Amos 8:11.) Again the Secrip-
tures declare, “My people are destroyed
for lack of knowledge.” (Hosea 4:6.) It
is certainly true that there are as many
honest-hearted, conscientious, well-mean-
Amg people in the waorld today as have ever
lived—perhaps more. Yet these well-
meaning people are perishing, famishing,
for lack of spiritual nourishment. True,
“there are some who claim to be weH-nour-
ished and to find in the popular pulpits
of the land all the spiritual refreshment
and strength they need. :

But these are as nothing compared with
the millions who give a different testi-~
mony. I am glad that those who attend
worship regularly, and are well-nourished
and well satisfied, have what they desire,
at the mouth of a hundred thousand
preachers. I.am reaching out after ‘‘the
lost sheep of the House of Israel,” through
the secular press.. They tell me that I
am rveaching millions of the unchurched
every week. My readers are the discon-
tented, the unsatisfied, perishing for lack
of knowledge, hungering and thirsting
after the right ways of God—the real
teachings of the Bible.

My heart goes out to those as the heart
of Jesus went out to the same class, nearly
nineteen centuries ago. - We read, “He
had compassion on the multitude, for- He
beheld that they were like sheep having
no shepherd.” I am seeking, as an under
shepherd, to bring these hungering, thirst-
ing, perishing sheep to the true “Shep-
herd and Bishop of souls”—the Lord
Jesus.

I am seeking to remove from ' their
minds the prejudice and various obstruc-
tions which have hindered the flow of
‘God’s grace and Truth to their hearts. I
am seeking in the Master’s name to pre-
sent to them the Bread of Life, the Water
of Life. I am not seeking to build up an-
other denomination. M

Results show a certain measure of suc-
cess already attained. I am receiving
more than five thousand letters a week
. from hungry sheep and others, who, so
far as denominational Christian systems
are concerned, are homeless. Everywhere
—all over the world—these, instead of
forming a new denomination, are associ-
ating themselves with Bible classes for
the study of God’s Word., I am simply
doing ail in my power to help them out
of darkness into God’s marvelous light—
out of misunderstandings of the Bible into
a right appreeciation of it; out of igno-
rance into a knowledge of God; out of
ignorance of the Savior and His work into
a true knowledge of Him and His glo-
rious Kingdom, which is yet to bless all
the families of the earth.

It may be interesting to know that
while I am advertised by the newspaper
gyndicate as the Pastor of the Brooklyn
Tabernacle congregation of independent
€hristians, and of a similar congregation
of London Tabernacle, and. of the con-
gregation of Washington Temple, 1 nave
sdditionally been chosen Pastor of wmore

than one hundred and fifty of these
classes of Bible Students, to which I have
already referred. They elected me Pastor
without any suggestion or solicitation on
my part. In so doing, I understand them
to signify that they recognize the Lord
Jesus as the great Divinely appointed
Shepherd of the true sheep, and that they
desire me to serve them in ary way that
I can as an under-shepherd,

Fhrough the columns of Tar WaTcH
TOoweR I visit these classes regularly twice
a month, doing a 7pastoral work to the
best of my ability~~leading them to the
Fountain of Grace and Fruth, and break-
ing for them the Livitig"Bread, the Word
of God. Additionally, they have my
weekly sermon and a weekly treatise on
the International Sunday School Lessons.

The True-Hearted Should Rejoice.

‘One would sdphose that all of the one
hundred theusand, ministers and all their

flocks would rejpjce to know that the un-

churched, ' straying sheep are being
reached with a Message of God’s Love
and Mercy which is appealing to their
hearts and working a transformation in
their lives. Many do rejoice, but alas!
a few are jealous, as were some of the
scribes and Pharisees of Jesus’ day. Of
these we read, “They were grieved that
He taught the people”’—the people whom
they could not reach, the sheep that were
straying and famishing. .

As those jealous 'scribes and Pharisees
antagonized Jesus and the Apostles, be-
cause their hearts were out of harmony
with the Good Tidings, so it is today with
some. TUnable to uphold the doctrines
which have driven away so many of the
intelligent of their tlocKs, famished for
Truth, a few ministers are angry with
us. True to the Master’s prophecy, these
seek to say all manner of evil falsely
against us, for His sake, for the Truth’s
sake. Yet, in spite of their unchristian
course, the poor, straying sheep are hear-
ing and recognizing the Voice Divine, are
coming back to the Word of God, are be-
ing sanctified by the Word of Truth.

t Proceed with My Text

If this were the only text mistranslated
and misunderstood, the ordinary reader
would doubtless pass it by, saying, “I do
not undedstand it. Probably 1t is a figure
of speech.” But this text is merely a
combination of mistranslations, all of
which are conneeted with an eternal tor-
ment system of doctrines invented during
the Dark Ages. It is this combined sys-
tem which has such power over men’s
minds.  This pewer of error, this power
of fear; is turning intelligent minds away
from the Bible. Hence it is our duty to
break down theé false doctrines, and to
clear away the obstacles which, hinder
the flow of Truth to the minds and hearts
of the people of God—the straying sheep.
Nor are these straying sheep all, or chief-
ly the ignorant. They include many of
the ablest minds and truest hearts in
the world—minds and hearts too true
and too logical to believe palpable false-
hoods, or.to profess what they do not
believe,

The 'Psalmist is merely telling of his
gevere illness, from which by the grace
of God he recovered. He would have us
understand that it was not merely a
slight ailment. He described his emo-
tions in the language of our text, saying,
‘“The sorrows of death compassed me
about”’—that is to say, the sadness asso-
ciated with the thought that he was about
to dte, about to leave his friends. In‘the
poetic fors: of the Hebrew language, he
repeated this thought; namely, ‘“The pains
of hell gat hold upon me.” In our mod-
ern language this would mean the pains
of death, or the pains of the tomb. They
were pains that indicated the approach
of dissolution. Nothing in this text has
the slightest reference to anything in the
future life. ,

Our Baptist friends, in their revised
translation of the Bible, have chosen for
such passages as this the expression, “the
underworld,” instead of the word ‘“hell.”
Yet even here there is danger of the aver-
age reader not catching the true thought.
Far simpler and far less liable to be mis-
understood, would it have been, had the
translaters said, ‘“The pains of the tomb.”
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- Bible at all.

The Revised Version of the English Bible
reads, ‘“The pains of Sheol.”
Why Not the Whole Truth?

Every learned minister knows that the
Hebrew word Sheol really means the
grave, the pit, the state of death. Why

-do they hesitate to tell the people the

whole truth on this subject? Why do
they transtate it part of the time “the
grave,” and at other times ‘‘the under-
world”’? Why do they use the transla-
tion, “the grave,” in one place, and ‘‘the
pit” in another, and then refuse to trans-

Jate the word at all in the third instance,

but give the word Sheol? Was it their
intention to confuse the people? What
is the motive? We wish that some of
these great men would explain.

The Reason for All This.

We would like to have oUr ministerial
brethren state their reasons for pursuing
a course of hiding the truth on the sub~
ject of hell. Only because they neglect
to give the reasons do we feel at liberty
to suggest them. It seems to me that
these minigters are of two classes, -and
that their reasons. are therefore slightly
different. All of them seem to agree that
it would be dangerous to tell the people
that God is really a God of Love, and that
the doctrine of an eternity of torture is
entirely unscriptural, finding no founda-
tion whatever in the writings of the
Apostles. . . '

They fear to tell the people that these
doctrines were built up during the Dark
Ages by the very men who manifested so
little of the Spiritiof God and so little
knowledge of God’s will respecting His
people that they burned one another at
the stake. They ‘fear to tell the people
that during the Dark Ages our blinded
forefathers took the parables and dark
sayings of Jesus as literal statements,
quite contrary te the Master’s evident
intention. These they supplemented with
certain crude misconceptions of the sym-
bolisms of The Revelation. From the
combinations they made scarecrow doc-
trines, blasphemeus in the extreme, which
never produced saints, but which led men
astray into thinking that they were copy-
ing God in the deviltry which they accoms-
plished one toward another.

The fear now seems to be lest the
public should at once perceive that the
creeds of Christendom, while centgining
much good, are cankered, wormy an
vitiated by those doctrines of demons.
‘Why should they fear to tell the people
the truth? Perhaps it is because the re-
ligion of our day is built so largely upon
man-worship, system-worship, creed-wor-
ship, and not wupon the Bible. Perhaps
they fear that if the creeds were thus
discredited it would mean that the min-
isters of those creeds will ‘be similarly
uwsdredited.
people would never again have confidence
in their teachings, and that thus all the
various party walls of Christendem which
for so long a time have divided the sheep
would fall. We cannot definitely know
of their reasons, because they do not tell
us; we can only surmise.

Others, very worldly-wise, have become
Higher Critics, and do not believe in the
They are really agnostics,
But they do neot desire to advertise . their
lack of faith, lest it should detract from
their esteem among men. They prefer to
pose as believers, and to hope that the
time will come when all the wealthy and
intelligent will become wunbelievers also.
Then they will declare, “We have not
been believers for many years, but we
kept the matter secret, fearing to be
misunderstood as opponents of the best
interests of society.”

All the while, this latter class consti-
tutes the greatest menace in the world
to law and order, and are the best agents
Satan has in making void the Word ~of
God and destroying faith therein. Rob-
ert Ingersoll’s methods of antagonizing
the Bible were far less successful than
the methods of modern Higher Critics and
Evolutionists.

Fear to Tell the Truth.

All who oppose the telling to the pub-
lic of the plain truth respecting hell seem
to have one common ground of objection.
They say, “With all the fear of hell that
has been preached for centuries, see how
wicked the world is and how little human
life is worth! See how every law of God
and man for the protection of life and
pweity and property is endangered! Note
that if it were not for.our telegraphs, tele-
phones and immense police forces of to-
day, nobody would be safe, so much more
wicked does the world appear to have be-
come within the last fifty years! 1If the
fear of eternal torment and of purgatory
were lifted from the minds of mankind,
would it not make the dangers tenfold
greater than they are now? Would it
not speedily be necessary to double our
police force, if the masses lost their be-
lief in a place of eternal torture?”

This is lame reasoning, it seems to us.
It confesses in one breath that in spite
of all the false teachings of centuries
wickedness has been growing. Would it
not be wise te inquire to what extent the
false doctrines, the misinterpretations and
mistranslations of the Bible have been
responsible for the increase in wicked-
ness? Are men wiser than God? Is it
possible for man to invent some mon-
strous, unthinkable delusion which: will
have a greater power with men than the
plain, simple Message of God’'s Love?

But if we were sure that by blasphem-

Pernaps they #ear that twe

ing God’s holy name and by playing upon
the ignorance and superstition of the
masses we could make the wicked pre-
serve peace, would it be wise to do so?
Could God’s Dblessing be expeeted upon
such a course? Would it not be wiser
for us, as the people of God, to have faith
in Him and to trust that, while we faith-
fully present the Truth, Divine Providence
will oversee and overrule its effect, and
will influence for good?

Experience proves that theirs is not the
proper thought., When we go to the
records of the various prisons, penitene
tiaries, etc., we find that nearly all the
worst eriminals have been taught the doc-
trine of eternal torment. Many of them
confess full faith in it. On the other hand,
many infidels—once violent opposers of
God and of the Bible and Christianity—
after hearing of the Love of God, have
thoroughly melted, and with tears in their
eyes have become loyal soldiers of the
Cross.

We heard of an interesting case re-
cently. A colored man, in prison for
crime, somehow came in touch there with
my sermons, and then with my books on
Bible study. He became a thorough Bible
student,” and a master at handling the
‘Word of God. His fellow-prisoners came
gladly to hear this colored man preach
the Divine Plan of the Ages from God’'s
‘Word, while they cared not at all to at-
tend the chapel services addressed by the
ordinary chaplain.

In the “wonderful words of life,” started
by the Master’s lips, and handed down
through His Apostles, there is a sweet-
ness, beauty and power that cannot be
associated with the doctrines of demens,
which became attached to the Message
during the Dark Ages. The Message of
life everlasting, through the Redeemer
and by obedience to Him, has its offset,
or alternative, in death everlasting to
those who refuse to obey after full en-
lightenment. FEternal life is the gift of
God, tendered to all the willing and obe-
dient, through the Messiah. All rebels
will be destroyed in the Second Death.
(Acts 3:23.) Their punishment will not
be everlasting torment, but “everlasting
destruction”—a destruction from which
they will never be recovered., will never
be resurrected.

THE MARK OF THIS AGE

Judge Connine says: “The mark of this
age is irreverence. Reverence and re-
spect for age, for office, for intellectual
attainments, for uprightness, ability and
honor are on the wane. Some of the
causes can be named; among them are
encroachments by the executive branch of
our States and Nation upon the legisla=
tive and judicial, and the belittling, im-

pugning and assa‘ling. of the acts and .

motives of those in authority, particularly
by the press. No motive is now clean,
upright and honorable, no act found
grand or commendable. Traveling with
this is a growing irreverence for the law,
~and the end of all this is detriment and
danger.”
* ¢ »

Back of disrespect for human laws and

customs lies disrespect for the Divine
~Law. . And for.this disrespect of the
Bible, the Christian ministry, colleges,
and seminaries are- chiefly responsible.
The colleges have led the way in teaching
Higher Criticism, Infidelity and Evolution
theories. They have within the last fifty
Years gradually molded the opinion of the
ministry and generally educated classes
to these anti-Biblical teachings. They
were led on in this wrong course by the
opinion that they were taking their stand
for Truth as against ignorance and super=
stition. So far as their own minds were
concerned they repudiated the creeds of
the “Dark Ages,” which they still laugh~
ingly profess to adhere to. And as the
creeds were repudiated the Bible went
with them, under the assumption that it
was to blame for the absurdities of the
creeds. All the same they have gradual-
ly, systematically, undermined the Wor
of God as a Divine authority, in the
judgment of millions.

A. comparatively few ministers have
known better than this. These have
stuck to the Bible as the sheet-anchor of
their faith. More or less clearly they
have seen the conflict between the Bibie
and their creeds. Yet they have feared to
mention it lest they should be identified
with the Higher Critics and be considered
faith-breakers. And some of them, alas,
have ‘“‘shunned to declare the whole coun-
sel of God,” because of fear of losing their
bread and butter and honorable name and
standing. Their refraining from telling
their people the Truth respecting the
teachings of the Bible left their flocks in
ignorance and just ready to fall into
Higher Criticism or some of the bad re-

L]

ligions which wrest the Scriptures. in- .

stead of interpreting them.

All the same, the general shaking of
the public faith, and especially that of
the literary ‘‘upper-crust,” is being re-
flected- everywhere in the growingly prev-
alent spirit of irreverence above com-
mented upon. Soon this will lead, as the
Scriptures point out, toward atheism an@
toward anarchy-—the great time of trouble
Scripturally foretold as near.

Those of us who realize the true situa-
tion should be doubly earnest in our out-
ward manifestation of religion and up-
holding of the Bible, as weli as in our
heart appreciation of the Almighty and
our wership of Him and service of His
cause,
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WE'RE A NATION OF WRECKS, SAYS
UNIVERSITY HEAD.

The restless, moving life we lead will
drive us all to neurasthenia. Leading
the pace that kills, not so much as re-
gards vice, but the desire to be always
on the move, has ruined our schools and
colleges and has attacked the mental and
moral tiber of the American brain. '

These are some of the signals of dan-
ger set up in the roadway of Ameri-
can life by the Rev. John Cavanaugh,
president of Notre Dame TUniversity, in
an attack on modern living as compared
with ancient customs and development,
in which the latter in no way suffer.
Three passions, he says, amazingly de-
veloped in the American people, are tear-
ing at the foundations of our characters
and home lives. These are the passion
for travel from place to place, the pas-
sion for public spectacles, whether they
be good or bad, and ths passion for gre-
gariousness as against home life.

Father Cavanaugh said: “It is often
jisputed upon good grounds whether there
has been any real progress of the hu-
man race within the time of recorded
history. In my mind the old poems are
the best poems; the old philosophy the
best philosophy; the old sculpture, paint-
ings and architecture are still the models.
Demosthenes and Cicero still hold their
prominence. In every important phase
of expression modern life has made no
development.

“Within my lifetime I have seen three
passions developed in the American peo-
nla—the passion for travel from place
to place; the passion for public spectacles
and entertainment, and the passion for
gregariousness as against home life. In
the poorest parts of the country, in the
hardest times, among the people least
favorably conditioned financially, I find
the railroad trains and the street cars
crowded with all sorts of people darting
here and there on errands of pleasure.
The theaters are crowded, the dance hall
and the public garden are more fre-
quented than ever, and a new and hor-
rible form of popular entertainment has
been found in the 5-cent theater.

Family Hearth Is Obsolete.

“Steam heat and the modern methods
of living have driven out the old family
hearth in the literal sense; and the pas-
sion for living in crowds or among stran-
gers has killed off the old family hearth
in the poetic and social sense as well.
An evening that a young woman spends
with her family alone is dull, flat and
unprofitable; a night that a young man
spends with his mother and father at
home is a lost night. In a cartoon a
doting father is pictured as trying to
catch a glimpse of his pet boy home from
college for the Christmas holidays. The
time the old man has darting in and out
around the home is amusing in the pic-
ture but not in life. That college boy
is legion.

“Obviously, what the country needs is
chloroform cr locomotor ataxia. The ef-
fect of this restless, moving, unreposeful
life will be national neurasthenia. Its
effect on the mentality of the people is
already seen in the thin, pale courses of
our high schools, and in the fact that
our colleges are deep in social things and
shallow in intellectual things.

Modern Fiction a Narcotic.

“I knovv an eminent neurologist who is
treating a dipsomaniac at the present
time, and one of the prescriptions he has
laid down with most earnestness is that
the patient shall abstain from reading
popular fiction and from frequentation of
the play. The old tragedies scourged the
moral power into action; so did the old
books. Modern fiction and modern drama,
are narcotics to the will. They are de-
veloping a tribe of maudlin weaklings.

“But in scoring the modern life for
negative developments surely something
may be said for science, however, and
very much may be said for the things
that make for comfort and convenience
in life. To some of us the railroad train,
the steamship and the automobile appeal
as conveniences, but to the greater num-
ber of Americans such inventions and
fruits of the few great brains are merely
instruments of their desire to lead the
pace that kills.”’—St. Louis Post-Dispatch.

knewn “STUDIES

The following article is selected from Pastor Russeli’s famous bock, “The Battle of Armageddon,’” Vol. IV of the well-
IN THE SCRIPTURES” Series, now published
bound in English Maroon Cloth, gold embossed, will be sent postpaid to any address on receipt of 35 cents.
at cost price to enable even the poorest to have its aid in Bible Study.

in 19 languages.

Orders may be sent, if desired, in our care.—Editor.

This voiume, of 688 pages, neatly
The book Is sold

THE BATTLE OF ARMAGEDDON

“And He gathered them together into a place called in the Hebrew tongue ARMA-

GEDDON . .

RMAGEDDON is a Hebrew word sig-
nifying the Hill of Megiddo, or the
Mount of Destruction. Megiddo occupied
a very marked position on the southern
edge of the Plain of Esdraelon, and com-
manded an important pass into the hi'l
country. This locality was the great
battle-ground of Palestine, on which were
fought many of the famous battles of Old
Testament history. There Gideon and his
little band alarmed and discomfited the
Midianites, who destroyed one another in
their flight. (Judges 7:19-23.) There King
Saul was defeated by the Philistines.
(1 Sam. 31:1-6.) There King Josiah was
slain by Pharaoh-Necho in one of the
most disastrous conflicts in the history of
Israel. (2 Chron. 35:22-25.) There also
King Ahab and his wife Jezebel lived, in
the city of Jezreel, where Jezebel after-
wards met a horrible death.—2 Kings
9:30-37.

These battles were in a sense typical.
The defeat of the Midianites released the
- _ople of Israel from bondage to Midian.
Thus Gideon and his band typified our
Lord and the Church, who are to re-
lease mankind from their bondage of Sin
and Death. The death of King Saul and
the overthrow of his kingdom by the
Philistines opened the way for the reign
of David, who typified Messiah. King
Ahab typified the civil government, sym-
bolically called the ‘“Dragon’ in the Rev-
elation. Queen Jezebel symbolically fore-
shadowed the great harlot, Babylon, and
as such she is mentioned by name.
“Thou sufferest that woman Jezebel,
which calleth herself a prophetess,” to
teach and to seduce my servants.”’—Rev-
elation 2:20.

In the Scriptures the Lord has evi-
dently seen fit to associate the name of
this famous battle-field, Armageddon,
with the great controversy between Truth
and Error, right and wrong, God and
Mammon, with which the Gospel Age will
close and the Messianic Age be ushered
in. He has purposely used highly sym-
bolic language in the last book of the
Bible, evidently with a view to hiding
certain important truths until the due
time for their revealment. But even in
the due time, “None of the wicked shall
understand; but the wise shall under-
stand.” (Dan. 12:10.) None who are out
of heart harmony with God shall know;
but only the wise among His people—the
wise virgin class of the Master’s parable.
—Matt. 25:1-13.

When we consider our text, therefore,
we are not to expect any gathering of the
people literally to the Hill of Megiddo.
Rather we are to look for that which is
symbolized by that mountain. Many
things are being called “The Battle of
Armageddon’’; this phrase is being used
in many ways and from many stand-
points. But Christians realize that this
word Armageddon specially belongs to the
Bible, where it is used in a spiritual
sense. If, therefore, the present is an op-
portune time in which to consider the
Battle of Armageddon from a political
standpoint, it surely is the proper time to
consider the term from its true religious
point of view.

‘We all know that the book of Revela-
tion is full of symbols. God seems to
have placed this book last in the Bible
with the intent of covering up great and
jmportant truths. That it contains valu-
able truths is the opinion of all Bible
students. Yet so skillfully has God cov-
ered those truths that His people in times
past have not been able fully and clearly
to discern them. Bible students believe
that this has been the Divine intention,
not only because these truths were not
due to be understood, but because God
intends to keep certain features of His
Truth from the world. Mankind have
always misunderstood the Divine Plan;

. . . .

for God in His Wisdom wishes to have
them misunderstand. The truths recorded
in the Revelation are not for the world,
nor for nominal Christians, but for the
Church—the Body of Christ, the saintly
ones—‘‘the Church of the First-borns
which are written in Heaven.” To these
the knowledge will become ‘“‘meat in due
season.” “The wise shall understand.”

The Scriptures abound with allusions to
Armageddon. Our Lord Jesus calls it
“great tribulation, such as was not since
the beginning of the world to this time,
no, nor ever shall be.” (Matt. 24:21.) The
Prophet Daniel describes it as ‘“a time
of trouble, such as never was since there
was a nation, even to that same time.”
(Dan. 12:1.) Closely in connection with
this statement Daniel declares that God’s
Representative, “Michael, shall stand up,
the great Prince which standeth for the
children of” Israel. The word “Michael”
signifies ‘“He who is like God’’—the God-
like One. He will stand up for the sal-
vation of God’s people, for the rectifica-
tion of error and wrong, for the establish-
ment of right and truth, to bring to the
world of mankind the great Kingdom of
God, which has been preached from the
days of Abraham.

Time for the Establishment of Messiah’s
Kingdom.

The Revelation of St. John, being a
book of symbols, will not be understood
by the world. God Himself has said that
only at a certain time may even the
Church expect to understand. When the
Prophet Daniel inquired concerning the
meaning of his vision, the angel replied,
“Go thy way, Daniel; for the words are
closed up and sealed till the Time of the
End”’—not the end of the world, but the
end of the Age—the end of this Dispensa-
tion. “The earth abideth forever.”—
Ecclesiastes 1:4.

St. Peter tells us that this Age is to
end in a great conflagration—symbolical
of the Time of Trouble, in which pres-
ent institutions will be swallowed up.
(2 Pet. 3:8-13.) Elsewhere in the Scrip-
tures, this terrible Time of Trouble is
symbolically represented as a storm, as a
whirlwind, as a fire, to consume every-
thing. After the present order shall have
passed away in the great Time of Trouble,
God Himself will establish His Kingdom
—the one for which we pray, “Thy King-
dom come; Thy will be done on earth,
as it is done in Heaven.”

If, then, there is anything to indicate
that we are living in the end of the Gos-
pel Age, anything to indicate that the
Virgins are trimming their lamps, we may
rest assured that the time for the Wise
Virgins to enter into glory is close at
hand. What a blessed message is this for
“all who love His appearing’’!

In the same prophecy which tells that
the Time of the End is the time for the
wise toward God to understand, we are
told that this time will be especially
marked by two particular features: first,

’’; second,

AN

“Many shall run to and fro’’;
“Knowledge shall be increased.” (Dan.
\
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. . to the Battle of that Great Day of
God Almighty.”—Revelation 16:16, 14. .

12:4)) Today we see this prophecy ful-
filled. AIll over the world people are run-
ning to and fro as never before. Rail-
roads, steamboats, automobiles, electric
cars—surface, subway and elevated—ete.,
carry mankind everywhere. General in-
crease of knowledge characterizes our:
wonderful day. Every child ten years old
is able to read. All over the world are
books, newspapers, Bibles in every home
—opportunity for knowledge such as never-
has been known since man was on earth.

The remarkable fulfillment of this
prophecy marks our day as the Time of
the End, in which the present Dispensa-
tion is to be concluded and the New Dis-
pensation is to be ushered in—the time
when God’s people will be able to under-
stand the situation and to get ready for
their change.

Principles, Not Individuals, Under

Discussion.

All Christian people credit the book of .
Revelation to our Lord, as St. John does.
(Rev. 1:1.) Therefore we are not respon-
sible for the symbolism used in that book.
There are so many ways in which one
might be misunderstood, even by good
Christian people, that we naturally feel a.
delicacy about expressing our views. As
we proceed to set forth our understand-
ing of the symbols of the Revelation, we:
wish to state most emphatically that we
are saying nothing whatever against godly
Christians anywhere, at any time, whether
in any church or out of any church. We
have nothing to say respecting people.
‘We discuss PRINCIPLES, DOCTRINES, -
ALWAYS; individuals, NEVER! God has
not commissioned us to discuss people; it
is ours to discuss His Word. .

As we present our interpretation of the
symbols of Revelation, we realize that ¢the
Word of God conveys a very terribl
raignment of some of the great systems
of our day—some that we have long rev-
erenced and esteemed, that we have
thought contained many who are godly ir
word and in deed. Let ug, therefore,
clearly distinguish between Individuals:
and systems. We say nothing against the
godly individual, but in the interpretation
of the Word of God what we have to say
is merely in respect to these systems.
Indeed we believe that the saintly people
of God are left out of these symbols,
probably because the saints of God, as
compared with the hundreds of millions of
humanity, are merely a small company, as
Jesus said: ‘“Fear not, Little Flock.”

Coming to the interpretation of the
symbols of Rev. 16:13-16, we find that.
there are three agencies connected with
the gathering of the hosts to this Battle
of Armageddon. We read that out of the
mouth of the Beast, out of the mocuth of"
the False Prophet and out of the mouth
of the Dragon proceeded three unclean
spirits like frogs; and that these three un-
clean spirits, frog-like, went forth through-
out the whole world to gather the whole
world into this Battle of Armageddon.

It is proper, then, for us to inquire what
systems are meant by these symbolic
words—the Dragon, the Beast and the
False Prophet. After we shall discover
what is meant by these terms, we shall
ask what is symbolized by the frogs that
came out from their mouths.

Throughout the Bible, a Beast is the
symbol used to represent a government.
In Daniel’s prophecy the great universal
empires of the earth are thus symbolized.
Babylon was the Lion, Medo-Persia the
Bear, Greece the Leopard, and Rome the
Dragon. (Dan. 7:1-8.) The Roman Em-
pire still persists. Christendom is a part
of that great Roman Empire which began
in the days of Cmsar and which, accord-
ing to the Scriptures, still is in the world.

(Continued on page 2, column 2.)
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AN UNSECTARIAN PRESENTATION.

Dr. H. S. Pritchett, President of the
Carnegie Foundation for the advance-
ment of teaching, speaking on Leader-
ship in the Colleges, said:

“Church membership is no test as to
whether a man is a religious man or
mot; nor is it any criterion by which re-
ligious men may be chosen. The con-
stant use of this criterion has served to
impose upon young men both in and out
of college the idea that the obligations
of the religious life are binding only on
those who have assumed membership in
religious organizations. No more un-
happy impression could have been cre-
ated. The obligations of the religious life
are the same upon every human being.
The idea that he can escape the working
‘out of the great laws which the Maker
of the Universe has set up by declining
to belong to a human organization is a
grotesque one, and yet this is an idea
common among young men. I believe,
therefore, that the man of sincere re-
digious life, outside any formal organiza-
tion, has a notable opportunity today for
religious leadership in college, and that
he escapes some of the limitations which
lie in the way of his brother who is part
of a definite religious organization. No
man has the right to evade the duties of
deadership or of service by reason of his
belonging to, or of his not helonging to,
a religious organization. To advance
such a claim is like insisting that a
man is not an American unless he be-
fongs to the Republican or the Demo-
eratic party.”

A DANGEROUS TREND.

The pastor of one of the largest and
strongest Baptist churches in Ohio writes
us, in a letter bearing upon another sub-
ject:

“I wonder sometimes where we are
going to land. The people seem to have
lost all sense of personal relation to
their Lord, and naturally have no in-
terest in the progress of His Kingdom.
The standard of morality is lower—not
immoral, perhaps, so much as unmoral.
The moral principle does not grip as
once it did. The fact is that the age
does not want a moral code to which it
shall bring its conduct for scrutiny. That
gpirit is in our churches all over this
city, and, as men speak their heartaches
to me, I guess other cities are troubled
that way as well as we.

“I am amazed at the number of meet-
ings I find myself in for the transaction
of business of the Kingdom with never
& word of prayer; just business, cold-
blooded and heartless as buying and sell-
ing steel rails. We arc businessizing the
T.ord out of His place and authority
everywhere. DBusiness courtesy has a
larger place than Ne'v Testament prece-
dent. An appeal to the New Testament
{s often seclf-imposed ostracism. The
foneliness of it all sometimes comes over
me with a depression that is unbearable.
f have wished sometimes that I could
apend the rest of my life in some mission
#eld, where I could get away from the
“gounding brass’ of thig cultural religion
‘which spends itself in all kinds of service
‘because it is the prevailing fad, but
‘does nothing because it is a loving ex-
pression of a personal relation to the
Lord. It is a form of religion, sure
snough, but as hopeless and helpless to
save men as the outer darkness. . . .
Every pastor I know who hos opened his
heart to me is suffering from just the
same thing. People are the very art of
gourtesy, but the Word falls like hail
upon an iron roof.”—Journal and Mes-
senger.

ON THE LORD’S ARM.

Leaning on His loving arm,

Free from danger, safe from harm;

No longer anxious, without fears,

I travel calmly through the years.
'Tis worth the scorn of friend and

foe,

To feel His sweet caresses so,

Worth my very all, my life,

To follow Him e’en tho’ through strife;
To hear Him say He understands;

And safe within my Savior’s hands,

To rest 'til all the storm is past.

He will shield me from the blast.

Elizabeth Woodworth.

“WHERE ARE TUE DEAD ¢’

This article was published in our last
issue of THE BIBLE STUDENTS
MONTHLY, Vol. 5, No. 3. The interest
aroused and the great demand for copies
of it have been remarkable. A sample
copy will be mailed to any one free upon
receipt of post-card request.

(Continued from page ., >iv

Practically all Bible exegetes agree una
the Dragon of the Revelation represents
the purely civil power, wherever it may
be found. We do not understand this to
mean that all the powers of the world are
evil or of the Devil, but that the Dragon
is the symbol which the Lord is pleased
to use to represent civil power.

The Beast of Rev. 16:13 is the same
that is mentioned in Rev. 13:2, ‘where it
is described as resembling a leopard—
spotted. Protestant interpreters of the
Revelation agree that this symbol refers
to the Papal system—not to the Pope, not
to Catholic congregations, not to individ-
ual Catholics, but to the system as a
whole, which has existed for centuries.

In His Word, God has been pleased to
recognize the Papacy as a system, as a
government. Papacy claims that the
Kingdom of God, Messiah’s Kingdom, was
established in 799 A.D.; that it lasted a
thousand years, just as the Bible declares
Christ’s Kingdom will last; and that it
expired in 1799 A.D. They claim also
that since 1799 this Kingdom of Christ
(that is, the Papal system, represented in
the Revelation as the Beast) has been
suffering violence; and that during this
time the Devil has been loosed, in fulfill-
ment of Revelation 20:7.

History records that the era closing
with 1799, marked by Napoleon’s Egyp-
tian campaign, sealed and defined the
limit of Papal dominion over the nations.
Napoleon even took the Pope prisoner to
France, where he died. This humiliating
experience, Roman Catholics claim, marks
the time of the loosing of Satan in ful-
fillment of Revelation 20:7.

We cannot agree with our Catholic
brethren’s interpretation of prophecy. The
Bible is surely right when it declares
that ‘‘the prince of this world is Satan,”
and that this is ‘“‘the present evil world”
or age. The reason why there is so much
graft, false doctrine, delusion, ignorance,
superstition everywhere is that Satan is
the great being who is deceiving the
world. According to the Scriptures, Satan
is to be bound for a thousand years, that
he may deceive the nations no more.
(Rev. 20:3.) After the thousand years
shall have been finished, Satan shall be
loosed for a little season to test mankind.
Then he will be destroyved in the Second
Death, together with all who are in har-
mony with him.

Bible students are only now getting their
eyes open to see the lengths, breadths,
heights and depths of the Love of God—
His wonderful provision made, first, for
the Church, who are to share in the
Kingdom glory; and second, for the world
of mankind, who will receive the blessing
of an uplift to human perfection during
that thousand years. This glorious Epoch
is just approaching, instead of being .in
the past. So glorious will be the condi-
tion of humanity at the close of Messiah’s
Kingdom that nothing ever dreamed will
compare with it. But the great work of
God will not be perfected until every
human being will have reached perfec-
tion, or will have been destroyed in the
Second Death, because of refusal to come
into harmony with the laws of righteous-
ness. Then every creature in Heaven and
on earth, will be heard saying, “Blessing
and honor and glory and power be unto
Him that sitteth upon the Throne and to
the Lamb, for ever and ever.”—Rev. 5:13.

The Dragon, then, symbolizes the Ro-
man power, represented by the civil
power in the world. The Beast is the
Papal system of government. The third
symbol, the False Prophet, remains to be
interpreted. This, we believe, is another
name for the system elsewhere called “the
Image of the Beast.” (Rev. 13:14.) Ac-
cording to the Scriptures, this Image is a
very exact representation of the Beast.
The False Prophet, or Image of the Beast,
we understand to mean the Protestant
Federation of Churches.

The Image of the Beast.

In order to see why the Protestant Fed-
eration of Churches should be symbolized
as the Image of the Beast and as the
False Prophet, we must examine other
symbolical Scriptures. In Rev. 17:5, our
attention is called to a great “mystery.”
The word “harlot’”’ in Scriptural symbol-
ism does not mean an immoral person.
It refers to the Church, which was to be
the Kingdom of God, but which lost her
virginity and became united to an earthly
husband, instead of her Heavenly Hus-
band. To what earthly husband did the
Church unite? To the Roman Empire.
In the minds of Luther and other re-
formers there was no doubt that there
was a close union between the Church
and the world. The Church for a time
claimed to be waiting for Christ to set up
His Kingdom. Finally she said, “I will
not wait until the Second Coming of
Christ, I will unite with the Roman Em-
pire.”

All know the result. The Roman Cath-
olic Church was exalted, and reigned
as a queen for centuries. This union of
Church and State is represented in a
famous picture found in Italy. On a
throne the Pope and the Emperor sit side
by side. On one side are cardinals,
bishops, the lower clergy and the laity,
in order of rank. On the other side are
generals, lieutenants, soldiers, etc., down
to the common people. Thus the union
of Church and State was recognized.

On the basis of this union all earthly
governments are called Christian; for
they claim unity as part and parcel with
the Church. History tells us that for cen-
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turies .the Church appointed the earthly
kings Whomsoever the Pone desired was
crowned. In proof of tne supremacy of the
Church a story is told in regard to Em-
peror Henry IV of Germany, who had
incurred the Papal displeasure, and who
as a punishment was compelled to stand
for three days without the castle gates of
Canossa, barefooted, and clad only in the
haircloth shirt of a penitent, exposed to
the inclemency of mid-winter. Then he
was forced to crawl on hands and knees
into the presence' of the Pontiff, whose
silk stocking was removed in order that
the emperor might kiss the Pope’s great
toe, in fulfillment of Psa. 2:10, 12, “Kiss
the Son, O ye kings of the earth.”

To our understanding this is a mistaken
application of Scripture. “The Son” is
not the Pope. The ‘“holy hill” is the
Kingdom of God. His agency is symbol-
ized as the holy Mount Zion. The great
Messiah will completely overthrow all the
things of the present time and will estab-
lish the Kingdom of Righteousness and
Truth, which will uplift mankind out of
sin and degradation.

Roman Catholics believe that the Pope
is the vicegerent of Christ, reigning in
His stead. They believe that the present
is the time when Satan is loosed to de-
ceive the nations; that very shortly the
Church will again get full power in the
world; and that as a result every one
who does not obey them will be destroyed.
This interpretation points us to Revela-
tion, 13th and 20th chapters. Protestants
do not appreciate the situation. Doubt-
less all.thinking people have noticed that
overtures for union come from Protes-
tantism, but never from Catholicism.

The question now arises, Why should
the Scriptures picture Protestantism as
an Image of the Beast? When and how
did this come about? From the time of
the Reformation, Protestants had been
striving individually to get out of the
darkness of the past and thus had for-
mulated many creeds and had organized
many denominations. But about the
middle of the last century the leaders
began to see that if every one continued
to study the Bible individually the time
would come when each one would have an
individual creed. To prevent what seemed
to them a loss of power, they planned a
union of Protestants in a system called
the Evangelical Alliance.

The Evangelical Alliance, an organiza-
tion of the different Protestant denomina-
tions, was formed in 1846 for the very
purpose of doing in their own way the
same thing that Catholicism would do in
its own way. Seeing the great power that
Roman Catholics would exercise because
of a united system, Protestants said, “We
are divided. We have no power. We
will organize.”” Then and there, accord-
ing to the Scriptures, they made an Image
of the Beast.

The Bible says, however, that before
the Image can do any particular harm it
must receive life from the two-horned
Beast. (Rev. 13:15.3 This two-horned
Beast with horns like a lamb, but a voice
like a dragon, we believe represents the
Church of England, which is not a party
to the Evangelical Alliance. The Church
of England makes the claim which the
Church of Rome makes—that she is the
true Church; that all others are wrong;
that she has the original apostolic suc-
cession; and that no one is commissioned
to preach unless he has had divine, apos-
tolic hands laid upon him. This has been
the contention of the Church of England
for centuries, and constitutes the differ-
ence between that Church and all other
Protestant denomincations.

Although the Evangelical Alliance was
organized in 1846, it has not been able to
accomplish its purpose, because it did not
know how to operate. The denominations
in the Alliance were united only in name,
and hence have worked against each other.
Denominations outside of the Alliance
were declared to be unauthorized; and
they, in turn, challenged the Evangelical
Churches to show where they got au-
thority to preach. As a result the Image
had no power to act; it was trodden
upon; and to get vitality—life—it would
need apostolic succession; it must have
something as a basis for operation.

The Scriptures indicate that the Church
of England will become intimate with the
Evangelical Alliance and will give it apos-
tolic authority to preach. Because of this
union the Alliance will be able to say,
“We have apostolic authority to preach.
Let no one speak unless he has our sanc-
tion.”” This action on their part is de-
scribed in Rev. 13:17. None will be al-
lowed to buy or sell spiritual things in
the spiritual market unless he has either
the mark of the Beast or the mark of the
Image.

In Rev. 16:13 we find mention of the
False Prophet, another representation of
the Image—the vitalized product of the
Evangelical Alliance, which has taken the
form of Church Federation, and has today
a great deal of vitality. Whether we can
expect it to have more remains to be
seen. The Scriptures clearly indicate that
the Image of the Beast is to get so great
power that it will do the same thing that
the Roman Catholic Church did in the
past; and that the two systems, Cath-
olic and Protestant, will rule the civilized
world with a high hand through the civil
power—the Dragon.

“Three Unclean Spirits Like Frogs.”

The Scriptures tell us that this result is
to be brought about by the utterances of
the combined power of Church and State.

‘““Three unclean spirits like frogs came
out of the mouth of the Beast, and out of
the mouth of the Dragon and the mouth
of the False Prophet.” In this passage,
the spirit is a doctrine—an unclean doc-
trine—a false doctrine. Bach of these
systems will utter the same things, and
these utterances will have the effect of
gathering the kingdoms of earth together
to the great Battle of Armageddon.

The symbolism of Scripture, rightly un-
derstood, is very forceful, and there is
always a close resemblance between the
symbol itself and the thing symbolized.
When the Holy Spirit uses a frog to rep-
resent certain doctrines or teachings, we
may be sure that the application will fit
well. While a frog is a small creature,
yvet it puffs itself up until it almost bursts
with the effort to be somebody. A frog
has a very wise look even though it does
not know very much. A frog croaks
whenever it utters a sound.

The three most prominent characteris-
tics of a frog, then, are pomposity, an air
of superior wisdom and knowledge, and a
continual croaking. Applying these char-
acteristics to the picture given in the Di-
vine Word, we learn that from the civil
power, from the Catholic Church and from
the Federation of Protestant Churches
will go forth the same teachings. The
spirit of all will be boastful; an air of
superior knowledge and wisdom will be
assumed; all will foretell dire results to
follow any failure to obey their counsels.
However conflicting the creeds, the differ-
ences will be ignored in the general propo-
sition that nothing ancient must be dis-
turbed, or investigated, or repudiated.

The Divine authority of the Church,
and the Divine right of kings, aside from
the Church, will not be allowed to con-
flict; for both will be indorsed. Any per-
sons or teachings in conflict with these
boastful, wunscriptural claims will be
branded as everything vile, at the mouths
of the frogs, croaking from pulpits and
platforms, and through the religious ané
secular press. The nobler sentiments of
some will be strangled by the philosophy
of the same evil spirit which spoke
through Caiaphas, the high priest, re-
specting our Lord Jesus. As Caiaphas
declared it expedient to commit a crime
in violation of justice, both human and
Divine, to be rid of Jesus and His teach-
ings, so this frog-like spirit will approve
of any and every violation of principle
necessary to self-protection.

Every true Christian is ashamed to look
back upon the pages of history and see
what terrible deeds were done in the
name of God and justice, and in the name
of our Lord Jesus- We are not to think
for a moment that these frog spirits, or
doctrines, are all bad, but rather that
they are doctrines of bombast and pom-
posity, representing themselves to be
very wise and great, and having the
backing of centuries. Out of the mouth
of the Dragon comes the doctrine of the
Divine right of kings: ‘Do not look back
of the curtain of history to see where
the kings got that right. Accept the doc-
trine; for if you do not, and if men look
into the matter, there will be a terrible
revolution and everything will go down!”

The Beast and the False Prophet have
similar croakings. The Catholic Church
says, ‘“Do not look behind! Do not ques-
tion anything about the Church!’ Pro-
testantism says, also, “We are great, we
are wise, we know a great deal. Xeep
quiet! No one will then know that you
know nothing.” All say (croaking): “We
tell you that if you say anything against
present arrangements, terrible things will
come to pass!”

Political parties are figuring in this. All
declare, “If any change should come, it
will mean terrible disaster!’ Some have
the backbone and some have the civil
power behind them, but unitedly they
croak to the people that if any change is
made, it will mean ruin to the present
order. In the language of our day,
‘“Stand pat!” is the order in Church and
in State; but the people are being moved
by fear. It is this croaking of the Beast,
the Dragon and the False Prophet that
will arouse the kings of earth and gather
them together to the Armageddon Battle
and destruction. .

The ecclesiastical kings and princes,
with their retinue of clergy and faithful
adherents, will be gathered in solid pha-
lanx—Protestant and Catholic. The po-
litical kings and princes, senators, and all
in high places, with their henchmen and
retainers, will follow in line on the same
side. The financial kings and merchant
princes, and all whom they can influence
by the most gigantic power ever yet ex~
ercised in the world, will join the same
side, according to this prophecy. They
do not realize, however, that they are
coming to Armageddon; yet strange to
say, this is a part of their very cry,
“Come together to Armageddon!”

Speaking of our day, our Lord declared,
“Men’s hearts failing them for fear and
for looking after those things which are
coming on the earth; for the powers of
heaven shall be shaken.” (Luke 21:26.)
The kings of Europe know not what to
do. All sectarianism is being shaken.
Many people of God are in perplexity.

The croaking of the frog spirits, or doc-
trines, will gather the kings and princes,
financial, political, religious and industrial,
into one great army. The spirit of fear,
inspired by the croaking, will scourge the
passions of otherwise good and reasonable
men to fury—desperation. In their blind
following of these evil spirits, evil doc-
trines, they will be ready to sacrifice life_
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and everything on what they mistakenly
:suppose is the altar of Justice and Right-
-eousness under a Divine arrangement.

Many noble people in this great army
will assume an attitude quite contrary
to their preference. For a time the
wheels of liberty and progress will be
turned backward, and medizval restraints
will be considered necessary for self-
preservation—for the maintenance of the
present order of things and for the pre-
vention of the new order which God has
‘decreed, the due time for which is at
hand. Even those who may be God’'s
people do not stop to consider whether it
is His will that things should continue
as they have been for the past six thou-
sand years. The Bible says that such is
not God’s will, but that there is to be a
great overturning—a new order.

For a brief time, as we understand the
‘Scriptures, these combined forces of Ar-
mageddon will triumph. Free speech,
free mails, and other liberties which have
come to be the very breath of the masses
in our day, will be ruthlessly shut off on
the plea of necessity, the glory of God,
the commands of the Church, etc. The
safety-valve will be sat upon, and thus
will cease to annoy earth’s kings with the
sound of escaping steam; and all will
s8eem to be serene—until the great social
.explosion described in the Revelation as
an earthquake will take place. In sym-
bolic language an earthquake signifies
social revolution, and the Scriptural dec-
laration is that none like it ever before
.occurred. (Rev. 16:18, 19.) See our Lord’s
reference to it in Matt. 24:21.

The Lord’s Great Army.

At this juncture, the Scriptures show,
Divine Power will step forward, and God
'will gather the marshaled hosts to Ar-
mageddon—to the Mount of Destruction.
(Rev. 16:16.) The very thing which they
sought to avert by their union, federation,
etc., will be the very thing that they will
‘hasten. Other Scriptures tell us that
-God will be represented by Messiah, and
that He will be on the side of the masses.
“At that time shall Michael [the God-
dike One—Messiah] stand up.” (Dan.
12:1.) He will assume authority. He will
‘take possession of His Kingdom in a
mmanner little looked for by many of those
‘who erroneously have been claiming to be
‘His Kingdom, and authorized by Him to
reign in His name and in His stead.

Our Lord Jesus declared, ‘“His servants
ye are unto whom ye render service.”
Some may be rendering service to Satan
and to error, who claim to be rendering
gervice to God and to righteousness; and
some may serve ignorantly, as did Saul
of Tarsus, who ‘verily thought that he

did God service” in persecuting the
Church. The same principle holds true
reversely. As an earthly king does not

hold himself responsible for the moral
character of each soldier who fights his
battles, so the Lord does not vouch for
‘the moral character of all who enlist and
fight on His side of any question. His
servants they are to whom they render
service, whatever the motive prompting.
The same principle will apply in the
coming Battle of Armageddon. God’s
side of that battle will be the people’s
side; and that very nondescript host, the
people, will be pitted at the beginning of
the battle. Anarchists, Socialists, and
hot-headed radicals of every school of
reason and unreason, will be in the fore-
front of that battle. He who has any
Xnowledge of army life knows that a
great army is composed of all classes.
The masses will be restless under their
restraints, but will be conscious of their
weakness as compared with the kings
.and princes, financial, social, religious and
political, who will then hold sway. The
'majority of the poor and the middle class
prefer peace at almost any price. The
masses have no sympathy with anarchy.
They realize truly that the worst form
of government is better than none. The
‘ymasses will seek relief through the ballot
and the peaceful readjustment of earth’s
affairs for the elimination of evil, for the
placing of monopolies and utilities and
‘the supplies of nature in the hands of the
people for the public good. The crisis
-will be reached when the hitherto up-
holders of the law shall become violators
of the law and resisters of the will of
the majority as expressed by the ballot.
Fear for the future will goad the well-
‘meaning masses to desperation, and an-
archy will result when Socialism fails.
The Lord’'s saints are not to be in this
battle at all. God’s consecrated people,
longing at heart for Messiah‘s Kingdom,

will patiently abide the Lord's time, and
wait unmurmuringly for it. Their lamps
trimmed and burning, they will not be
in darkness respecting the momentous
events of the impending battle; but they
will be of good courage, knowing the out-
come portrayed in the ‘“‘more sure Word
of prophecy,” to which they have done
well to “take heed, as unto a light that
shineth in a dark place, until the Day
dawn.””—2 Peter 1:19.

The question now arises, Why did not
God send His Kingdom sooner? Why is
Armageddon necessary? We answer that
God has His own times and seasons, and
that He has appointed the Great Seventh
Thousand-Year Day for the reign of
Christ. Divine Wisdom has withheld un-
til our day the great knowledge and skill
which is breeding at the same time mil-
lionaires and discontents. Had God lifted
the veil of ignorance a thousand years
sooner, the world would have lined up for
Armageddon a thousand years sooner. God
did not bring these things before the
present time because His Plan has va-
rious parts, all of which are converging
at the same time. In kindness God veiled
the eyes of mankind until the gathering
to Armageddon would immediately pre-
cede Messiah’s taking to Himself His
great power and beginning His reign.—
Revelation 11:17, 18.

Th: attitude of the people of God should
be that of great thankfulness to the Giver
of every good. They should make pro-
vision for the great storm that is coming
and keep very quiet, not unduly interested
in the side of either rich or poor. We
know in advance that the Lord is on the
side of the people. He it is that will fight
the Armageddon Battle, and His agency
will be that peculiar army—all classes.
When this great ‘‘earthquake” of social
revolution comes, it will not be a mere
handful of anarchists, but an uprising of
the people to throw off the great power
that is strangling them. Selfishness is at
the bottom of the whole matter.

Not Yet, But Soon-

For forty years the Armageddon forces
have been mustering for both sides of the
conflict. Strikes, lockouts and riots, great
and small, have been merely incidental
skirmishes as the belligerents cross each
other’s paths. Court and army scandals
in Europe, insurance, trust and court
scandals in America, have shaken public
confidence. Dynamite plots, charged by
turns on employees and on employers,
have tended to make each distrustful of
the other. Bitter and angry feelings on
both sides are more and more mani-
fested. The lines of battle are daily be-
coming more distinctly marked. Never-
theless Armageddon cannot yet be fought.

Gentile Times have still two years to
run. The Image of the Beast must yet
recelve life—power. It must be trans-
formed from a mere mechanism to a
living force. Protestant Federation real-
izes that its organization will continue to
be futile unless it receives vitalization—
unless its clergy directly or indirectly
shall be recognized as possessed of
apostolic ordination and authority to
teach. This, the prophecy indicates, will
come from the two-horned Beast, which
we believe symbolically represents the
Church of England. High-handed activi-
ties of Protestantism and Catholicism,
operating in conjunction for the sup-
pression of human liberties, await this
vivifying of the Image. This may come
soon, but Armageddon cannot precede it,
but must follow—perhaps a year after,
according to our view of prophecy.

Still another thing intervenes. Although
the Jews are gradually flowing into
Palestine, gradually obtaining control of
the land of Canaan, and although re-
ports say that already nineteen million-
aires are there, nevertheless, prophecy
requires an evidently larger number of
wealtQy Hebrews to be there before the
Armageddon crisis be reached. Indeed,
we understand that ‘“Jacob’s trouble” in
the Holy Land will come at the very close
of Armageddon. Then Messiah’s King-
dom will begin to be manifested. Thence-
forth Israel in the Land of Promise will
gradually rise from the ashes of the past
to the grandeur of prophecy. Through
its Divinely appointed princes, Messiah’s
Kingdom, all-powerful, but invisible, will
begin to roll away the curse and to'lift up
mankind, and to give beauty for ashes.

The succeeding chapters of “THE BATTLE OF ARMAGED-
PON” continue this convincing presentation to a logical and
satisfactory conclusion to even the most critical. 85¢., in stamps
sent to Bible & Tract Society, Brooklyn, N. Y., will bring to you,
by return mail, the volume, in good cloth binding. Order now,
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THE DEAD AWAIT RESURRECTION

“If I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you unto myself;
that where I am, there ye may be also.”—Joun 14 :3.

THE ERROR of supposing that men are

alive when they are dead lies close to
the foundation of every theological error
the world over. We have all erred in
taking the guess of Plato instead of the
Word of God, and we can get rid of our
difficulties and theological entanglements
only by retracing our steps. Notwith-
standing all that we have said and writ-
ten, calling attention to the words of the
Scriptures, the question frequently arises,
Do you mean to tell us that our friends
do not go to Heaven immediately when
they die?

That is exactly what we are endeavor-
ing to demonstrate to be the teaching of
the Bible. The Bible alone, of all re-
ligious books, teaches that a dead man
is dead, and knows nothing, and that his
only hope is in the Divine arrangement
through Christ, by a resurrection of the
dead—*“both of the just and of the un-
just.”—Acts 24:15.

We Should Take Comfort.

‘When we remember that, according to
nearly all the religious creeds and theo-
ries of the world, 999 out'of every thou-
sand pass immediately at death into
most horrible sufferings, one would think
that all would be glad to promptly accept
the Bible testimony, that death is a
dreamless sleep until the resurrection
awakening. Why anyone should prefer
to think of his friends and neighbors and
the heathen millions as suffering torture,
rather than to think of them as being
asleep, is beyond our comprehension. The
fact probably is that selfishness has such
a hold upon the masses that they care
and think little respecting others than
their near relatives'and friends; and the
same selfishness inclines them, with in-
fatuation, to believe that they and their
relatives, though no better than the rest
of mankind, are special favorites of
Heaven, and will be granted the reward
of the saints, however unsaintly their
lives may have been. Some one has sug-
gested that the ideal prayer for such is:

“God bless me and my wife,
My son John and his wife;
Us four, and no more.”

In harmony with this we find that when
death invades a family circle this selfish
egotism assumes that the deceased is ac-
ceptable to God as a saint, and wafted
immediately to heavenly bliss—regardless
of how unsaintly had been the life and
how little of the Spirit of Christ was
ever manifested. The deception is rein-
forced by the Christian minister called to
conduct the funeral service. Whatever
he may read from the Bible to the effect
that, if there be no resurrection, they
that have fallen asleep have perished, his
sermon is sure to give the inference that
the deceased needs no resurrection, be-
cause he has not died, but has merely
been transferred from a lower plane of
life to a higher one.

‘¢Come, Let us Reason Together.”

Proof of this is not given and not
asked. The proof is not given because
there is no Scriptural proof to give. It
is not asked because the people are not
sufficiently intelligent on religious sub-
jects to demand a reason and a proof for
what is presented to them. The remedy
for all this will come when we become
more intelligent, more reasoning. No
minister of Christ should be abashed to
be asked the reason for his faith. St.
Peter exhorted that every Christian
should be so thoroughly informed re-
specting the Divine Message as to be able
to give a reason to whoever would ask
concerning his own faith and his presen-
tations to others.

Here note our text. In it the Master
says not a word about our going to Him,
but quite the contrary—that He would
come again and receive us unto Himself.
This is in full accord with the teachings
of the Apostles. Do they not tell that at
the Second Coming ot Christ the Resur-
rection of the Church will be the first in
order; that then that which was sown in
weakness will be raised in power; that
sown in dishonor will be raised in glory;
that sown an animal body will be raised
a spirit body; and that so we shall ever
be with the Lord? Do they not tell us
that this will be an instantaneous change?
Is it not styled an awakening from the
sleep of death?

The Order of Resurrection.

Hearken to St. Paul: “Behold, I show
you a mystery; we shall not all sleep,
but we shall all be changed, in a moment,
in the twinkling of an eye, at the last
trump (seventh trumpet); for the trum-
pet shall sound,” ‘‘and the dead in Christ
shall rise first; then we which are alive
and remain shall be caught away together
to meet the Lord in the air.” (1 Corinth-
jans 15:51, 52; 1 Thessalonians 4:16, 17)
How plain, how simple! That will be the
first meeting of the Church with her Lord.
All of her members dying before that time
will “sleep,” while those dying since that
time will not need to sleep and wait for
the glorious change. But says one, does
not the Second Coming of Christ take
place whenever His holy ones die? Does
e not immediately come to receive them
unto Himself?

Surely only a very lame theory could
seek to bolster itself up by such a per-

version of the Scriptures. If Christ were
to come every time one of His saintly

.ones dies, would it not mean many com.

ings instead of merely a Second Coming?
And even if His faithful were very few
indeed, would it not seem that this would
keep the Redeemer busy coming and de-
parting every few minutes?

Only crass ignorance of the Bible could
excuse any such misapplication of its
teachings. Not merely one statement of
the Scriptures bears upon this srbject,
but hundreds of statements of Scripture,
by Jesus and the Apostles; and all con-
tradict any such thought.

“No Man Hath Ascended to Heaven.”

Hearken to Jesus’ words, “No man hath
ascended up to Heaven.” Only the Son
of Man has ever been in Heaven. He
has ascended up where -He was before,
with additional glory and honor. He is
now preparing a place for His Bride
class and preparing the Bride class for
the place—the place of honor at His own
right hand. He is overseeing her ex-
periences and causing all things to work
together for her good, that she at His
Second Coming may be prepared and be
accepted as His Bride and granted a
share in His glory, honor and immortality.

It is in full harmony with this that a
little later on the Great Teacher declared
that all the dead are in the grave, and
that at His Second Advent He will first
call forth His faithful ones to the per-
fection of life; and later will call forth
the remainder of mankind, not as yet
found worthy of life, that they may have
an opportunity, a testing as respects their
worthiness or unworthiness of everlasting
life on the human plane.

Hear His assurance again respecting
His faithful ones—that they shall share
in His resurrection, the Chief Resurrec-
tion, to glory, honor, immortality, on the
spirit plane. He said, “Blessed and holy
are all they that have part in the First
Resurrection; they shall be priests unte
God and Christ, and shall reign with Him
a thousand years.”—Revelation 20:6.

Be it noted that in all these assur-
ances the Church is spoken of as a class,
all of whom will enter into glory together,
at Christ’s Second Coming, and not sep-
arately, as each may die. True, each has
an individual trial or testing to determine
whether or not he or she will be ac-
counted worthy, or fitted for a place in
the glorious Body of Christ, in the glori-
ous Bride company; but the statement is
repeatedly made that we shall be glorl-
fied together, shall have part in the one
Resurrection.

“David Not Ascended to Heaven."”

In full accord with all the foregoing is
St. Peter’s statement on the Day of
Pentecost: ‘“For David is not ascended
into the heavens; his sepulchre is with us
unto this day.” St. Peter’s words imply
that if King David had ascended to
Heaven he would have no sepulchre on
earth. Similarly, we might say of all of
the Prophets, and of all other persons,
that, if once they ascended to the
heavenly plane, they could not be said to
have any sepulchre on earth, for the very
thought connected with the word sep-
ulchre is that of a personality awaiting
a resurrection, awaiting deliverance from
the state and condition of death. So the
Scriptures always refer, not to a resur-
rection of the living, which would be an
absurdity, but to a Resurrection of the
Dead.

Note the connection in which the Apos-
tle Peter uses this expression: “David
is not ascended into the heavens.” He
had just called attention to the fact that
David prophesied of the resurrection of
Jesus. In the prophecy he personated
Jesus, and said, ‘“Thou wilt not leave My
soul in sheol (hades), nor suffer Thine
Holy One to see corruption.” St. Peter
argues that this was not true of David,
that he did see corruption, that his soul
was left in sheol and is still there, and
will not be reclaimed until Messiah, in
the Resurrection Morning, shall call him
forth.

Let wus, then, dear fellow-Christians,
turn from the follies of the Dark Ages
and take the inspired words of Jesus, the
Apostles and Prophets, and have, indeed,
“beauty for ashes, the oil of joy for the
spirit of heaviness,” in respect to the
understanding of the Heavenly Iather’s
Program. Thus we will find fulfilled in
us more and more the Master’s prayer:
“Sanctify them through Thy Truth; Thy
Word is Truth.”—John 17:17.
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day, thou shalt be with Me in Para-
dise”’—if Paradise, lost 6,000 years
ago, will not be restored until the
Second Coming of Jesus and the es-
tablishment of His Kingdom?

The full answer to this question
we will be pleased to send you free
3 upon receipt of postal-card request.
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WE'RE A NATION OF WRECKS, SAYS
UNIVERSITY HEAD.

The restless, moving life we lead will
drive us all to neurasthenia. Leading
the pace that kills, not so much as re-
gards vice, but the desire to be alwayvs
on the move, has ruined our schools and
colleges and has attacked the mental and
moral fiber of the American brain.

These are some of the signals of dane
ger set up in the roadway of Ameri-
can life by the Rev. John Cavanaugh,
president of Notre Dame TUniversity, in
an attack on modern living as compared
with ancient customs and development,
in which the latter in no way suffer.
Three passions, he says, amazingly de-
veloped in the American people, are tear-
ing at the foundations of our characters
and home lives. These are the passion
for travel from place to place, the pas«
sion for public spectacles, whether they
be good or bad, and the passion for gre-
pariousness as against home life.

Father Cavanaugh said: *“It is often
disputed upon good grounds whether there
has been any real progress of the hu-
man race within the time of recorded
history. In my mind the old poems are
the bhest poems; the old philosophy the
best philosophy; the old sculpture, paint-
ings and architecture are still the models.
Demosthenes and Cicero still hold their
prominence, In every important phase
of expression modern life has made no
development.

“Within my lifetime I have seen three

...-passions developed in the American pea-_

ple—the passion for travel from place
to place; the passion for public spectacles
and entertainment, and the passion for
gregariousness as against home life. In
the poorest parts of the country, in the
hardest times, among the people least
favorably conditioned financially, I find
the railroad trains and the street cars
crowded with all sorts of people darting
here and there on errands of pleasure.
The theaters are crowded, the dance hall
and the public garden are more fre-
quented than ever, and a new and hor<
rible form of popular entertainment has
been found in the 6-cent theater.

Family Hearth Is Obsolete,

“Steam heat and the modern methods
of living have driven out the old family
hearth in the literal sense; and the pas-
gion for living in crowds or among stran-
gers has killed off the old family hearth
in the poetic and social sense as well
An evening that a young woman spends
with her family alone is dull, flat and
unprofitable; a night that a young man
gpends with his mother and father at
home is a lost night. In a cartoon a
doting father is pictured as trying to
catch a glimpse of his pet boy home from
eollege for the Christmas holidays. The
time the old man has darting in and out
around the home is amusing in the pic~
ture but not in life. That college boy
is legion.

“Obviously, what the country needs is
chloroform or locomotor ataxia. The ef-
fect of this restless, moving, unreposeful
life will be national neurasthenia. Its
effect on the mentality of the people is
already seen in the thin, pale courses of
our high schools, and in the fact that
our colleges are deep in social things and
ghallow in intellectual things,

Modern Fiction a Narcotic.

*T know an eminent neurologist who is
treating a dipsomaniac at the present
time, and one of the prescriptions he has
Jaid down with most earnestness is that
the patient shall abstain from reading
popular fiction and from frequentation of
the play. The old tragedies scourged the
moral power into action; so did the old
books. Modern fiction and modern drama.
are narcotics to the will, They are de-
veloping a tribe of maudlin weaklings.

“But in scoring the modern life for

negative developments surely something
may be sgaid for science, however, and
very much may be said for the things
that make for comfort and convenience
in life., To some of us the railroad train,
the steamship and the automobile appeal
as conveniences, but to the greater nums-
ber of Americans such inventions and
fruits of the few great brains are merely
instruments of their desire to lead the

pace that Kills.”—_St. Louis Post-Dispatch.

Armageddon’’;

The foilowing article Is selected from Pastor Russeli’s famous book, “The
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GEDDON . .

God

ARMAG‘EDDON is a Hebrew word sig-

nifying the Hill of Megiddo, or the
Mount of Destruction. Megiddo occupied
a very marked position on the southern
edge of the Plain of Esdraelon, and com-
manded an important pass into the hi‘l
country. This. locality was the great
battle-ground of Palestine, on which were
fought many of the famous battles of Old
Testament history. There Gideon and his
little band alarmed and discomfited the
Midianites, who destroved one another in
their flight. (Judges 7:19-23.) There King
Saul was defeated by the Philistines.
(1 Sam. 31:1-6.) There King Josiah was
slain by Pharaoh-Necho in one of the
most disastrous conflicts in the history of
Israel. (2 Chron. 35:22-25.) There also
King Ahab and his wife Jezebel lived, in
the city of Jezreel, where Jezebel after-
wards met a horrible death.—2 Kings
9:30-317.

These battles were in a sense typical.
The defeat of the Midianites released the
people of Israel from bondage to Midian.
Thus Gideon and his band typified our
Lord and the Church, who are to re-
lease mankind from their bondage of Sin
and Death. The death of King Saul and
the overthrow of his kingdom by the
Philistines opened the way for the reign
of David, who typified Messiah. King
Ahab typified the civil government, sym-
bolically called the “Dragon’” in the Reve
elation. Queen Jezebel symbolically fore-
shadowed the great harlet, Babylon, and
as such she is mentioned by name.
“Thou sufferest that woman Jezebel,
which calleth herself a prophetess, to
teach and to seduce my servants.”—Rev=
elation 2:20.

In the Scriptures the Lord has evi-
dently seen fit to associate the name of
this famous battle-field, Armageddon,
with the great controversy between Truth
and Error, right and wrong, God and
Mammon, with which the Gospel Age will
close and the Messianic Age be ushered
in. He has purposely used highly sym-
bolic language in the last book of the
Bible, evidently with a view to hiding
certain important truths until the due
time for their revealment. But even in
the due time, ““None of the wicked shall
understand: but the wise shall under-
stand.” (Dan. 12:10.) None who are out
of heart harmony with God shall know;
but only the wise among His people—the
wise virgin class of the Master’s parable.
-Matt, 25:1-13.

When we consider our text, therefore,
we are not to expect any gathering of the
people literally to the Hill of Megiddo.
Rather we are to look for that which is
symbolized by that mountain. Many
things are being called ‘“The Battle of
this phrase is being used
in many ways and from many stand-
points, But Christians realize that this
word Armageddon specially belongs to the
Bible, where it is used in a spiritual
sense., If, therefore, the present is an op-
portune time in which to consider the
Battle of Armageddon from a political
standpoint, it surely is the proper time to
consider the term from its true religious
point of view.

We all know that the book of Revela-
tion is full of symbols. God seems to
have placed this book last in the Bible
with the intent of covering up great and
important truths. That it contains valu-
able truths is the opinion of all Bible
students. Yet so skillfully has God cov-
ered those truths that His people in times
past have not been able fully and clearly
to discern them. Bible students believe
that this has been the Divine intention,
not only because these truths were not
due to be understood, but because God
intends to keep certain features of His
Truth from the world. Mankind have
always misunderstood the Divine Plan:

==

for God in His Wisdom wishes to have
them misunderstand. The truths recorded
in the Revelation are not for the world,
nor for nominal Christians, but for the
Chureh—the Body of Christ, the saintly
ones—‘‘the Church of the First-borns
which are written in Heaven.”” To these
the knowledge will become “meat in due
season.” “The wise shall understand.”™
 The Scriptures abound with allusions to
Armageddon. Our Lord Jesus calls it
““great tribulation, such as was not since
the beginning of the world to this tinie,
no, nor ever shall be.” (Matt. 24:21.) The
Prophet Daniel describes it as “a time
of trouble, such as never was since there
was a nation, even to that same time.”
(Dan. 12:1.) Closely in connection with
this statement Daniel declares that God’s
Representative, “Michael, shall stand up,
the great Prince which standeth for the
children of’” Israel. The word “Michael™
signifies “He who is like God’—the God«
like One. He will stand up for the sal-
vation of God's people, for the rectifica-

tion of error apd wrane, for the citahlishe,

ment of right and truth, to bring to the
world of mankind the great Kingdom of
God, which has been preached from the
days of Abraham.

Time for the Establishment of Messlah’s
Kingdom.

The Revelation of St. John, being a
book of symbols, will not be understood
by the world. God Himself has said that
only at a certain time may even the
Church expect to understand. When the
Prophet Danieél inquired concerning the
meaning of his vision, the angel replied,
“Go thy way, Daniel; for the words are
closed up and sealed till the Time of the
End’’—not the end of the world, but the
end of the Age—the end of this Dispensa-
tion. *““The earth abideth forever.' =
Ecclesiastes 1:4.

St. Peter tells us that this Age is to
end in a great conflagration—symbolical
of the Time of Trouble, in which pres-
ent institutions will be swallowed up.
(2 Pet. 3:8-13.) ' Elsewhere in the Scrip~
tures, this terrible Time of Trouble is
symbolically represented as a storm, as a
whirlwind, as a fire, to consume every-
thing. After the present order shall have
passed away in the great Time of Trouble,
God Himself will establish His Kingdom
—the one for which we pray, “Thy King-
dom come; Thy will be done on earth,
as it is done in Heaven.”

If, then, there is anything to indicate
that we are living in the end of the Gos-
pel Age, anything to indicate that the
Virgins are trimming their lamps, we may
rest assured that the time for the Wise
Virgins to enter into glory is close at
hand. What a blessed message is this for
“all who love His appearing’!

In the same prophecy which tells that
the Time of the End is the time for the
wise toward God to understand, we are
told that this time will be especially
marked by two particular features: first,
Many shall run to and fro'; second,
“Knowledge shall be increased.” (Dan.
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THE BATTLE OF ARMAGEDDON

“And He gathered them tog

Hebrew tongue ARMA.
Great Day of |

12:4) Today We see thig propheey ful
ﬁ;led. All over the world people are run-
ning to and fro as never before. Rail-
roads, steamboats, automobiles, electric
cars—surface, subway and elevated—etc.,
carry mankind everywhere. General in-
crease of knowledge characterizes our
wonderful day. Every child ten years old
is able to read. All over the world are
books, newspapers, Bibles in every home
-—opportunity for knowledge such as never
has been known since man was on earth.

The remarkable fulfillment of this
prophecy marks our day as the Time of
the End, in which the present Dispensa-
tion is to be concluded and the New Dis-
pensation is to be ushered in—the time
when God’s people will be able to under-
stand the situation and to get ready for
their change.

Principles, Not Individuals, Unde®
Discussion,

All Christian people cred.t the book of
Revelation to our Lord, as St. John dr 23,
sible for the symbolism used in that book.
There are so many ways in which one
might be misunderstood, even by good
Christian people, that we naturally feel a
delicacy about expressing our views. As
we proceed to set forth our understand-
ing of the symbols of the Revelation, we
wish to state most emphatically that we
are saying nothing whatever against godly
Christians anywhere, at any time, whether
in any church or out of any church. We
have nothing to say respecting people.
We discuss PRINCIPLES, DOCTRINES,
ALWAYS; individuals, NEVER! God has
not commissioned us to discuss people; it
is ours to discuss His Word.

As we present our interpretation 'of tha
symbols of Revelation, we realize that the
Word of God conveys a very terrible are
raignment of some of the great systems
of our day—some that we have long rev-
erenced and esteemed, that we have
thought contained many who are godly in
word and in deed. Let us, therefora,
clearly distinguish between Individuals
and systems. We say nothing against the
godly individual, but in the interpretation
of the Word of God what we have to say
is merely in respect to these systems.
Indeed we believe that the saintly people
of God are left out of these symbols,
probably because the saints of God, as
compared with the hundreds of millions of
humanity, are merely a small company, as
Jesus said: “Fear not, Little Flock.,”

Coming to the interpretation of the
symbols of Rev. 16:13-16, we find that
there are three agencies connected with
the gathering of the hosts to this Battle
of Armageddon. We read that out of the
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-mouth of the Beast, out of the mouth of

the False Prophet and out of the mouth
of the Dragon proceeded three unclean
spirits like frogs; and that these three un-
clean spirits, frog-like, went forth through-
out the whole world to gather the whole
world into this Battle of Armageddon.

It is proper, then, for us to inquire what
systems are meant by these symbolic
words—the Dragon, the Beast and the
False Prophet. After we shall discover
what is meant by these terms, we shall
ask what is symbolized by the frogs that
came out from their mouths,

Throughout the Bible, a Beast is the
symbol used to represent a government.
In Daniel’s prophecy the great universal
empires of the earth are thus symbolized.
Babylon was the Lion, Medo-Persia the
Bear, Greece the Leopard, and Rome the
Dragon. (Dan. 7:1-8.) The Roman Em-
pire still persists. Christendom is a part
of that great Roman Empire which began
in the days of Casar and which, accord-
ing to the Scriptures, still is in the world.

(Continued on page 2, column 2.)
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AN UNSECTARIAN PRESENTATION.

Dr. H. 8. Pritchett, President of the
Carnegie Foundation for the advance-
ment of teaching, speaking on Leader-
ship in the Colleges, said:

““Church membership is no test as to
whether a man is a religious man or
not; nor is it any criterion by which re-
ligious men may be chosen. The con-
stant use of this criterion has served to
impose upon young men both in and out
of college the idea that the obligations
of the religious life are binding only on
those who have assumed membership in
religious organizations. No more un-
happy impression could have been cre-
ated. The obligations of the religious life
are the same upon every human being.
The idea that he can escape the working
out of the great laws which the Maker
of the Universe has set up by declining
to belong to a human organization is a
grotesque one, and yet this is an idea
common among young men. I believe,
therefore, that the man of sincere re-
ligious life, outside any formal organiza-
tion, has a notable opportunity today for
religious leadership in college, and that
he escapes some of the limitations which
lie in the way of his brother who is part
of a definite religious organization. No
man has the right to evade the duties of
leadership or of service by reason of his
belonging to, or of his not belonging to,
a religious organization. To advance
such a claim is like insisting that a
man is not an American unless he be-
longs to the Republican or the Demo-
cratic party.”

A DANGEROUS TREND.

The pastor of one of the largest and
strongest Daptist churches in Ohio writes
us, in a letter bearing upon another sub-
Ject:

“I wonder sometimes where we are
going to land. The people seem to have
lost all sense of personal relation to
their Lord, and naturally have no in-
terest in the progress of Fis Kingdom.
The standard of morality is lower—not
immoral, perhaps, so much as unmoral.
The moral principle does not grip as
once it did. The fact is that the age
does not want a moral code to which it
shall bring its conduct for scrutiny. That
spirit is in our churches all over this
city, and, as men speak their heartaches
to me, I guess other cities are troubled
that way as well as we.

“I am amazed at the number of meet~
ings I find myself in for the transaction
of business of the Kingdom with never
a word of prayer; just business, cold-
blooded and heartless as buying and sell-
ing steel rails. We arc businessizing the
Lord out of Xis place and authority
everywhere. Business courtesy has a
larger place than New Testament prece-
dent. An appeal to the New Testament
is often sclf-imposed ostracism. The
loneliness of it all sometimes comes over
me with a-depression that is unbearable.
I have wished sometimes that I could
spend the rest of my life in some mission
field, where I could get away from the
‘sounding brass’ of this cultural religion
which spends itself in all kinds of service
because it is the prevailing fad, but
does nothing because it is a loving ex-
pression of a personal relation to the
Lord. It is a form of religion, sure
enough, but as hopeless and helpless to
save men as the outer darkness. . . .
Every pastor I know who has opened his
heart to me is suffering from just the
same thing. People are the very art of
courtesy, but the Word falls like hail
upon an iron roof.”’—Journal and Mes-
senger.

ON THE LORD'S ARM.

Leaning on His loving arm,

Free from danger, safe from harm;

No longer anxious, without fears,

I travel calmly through the years.
'Tigs worth the scorn of friend

foe,

To feel His sweet caresses so,

Worth my very all, my life, L

To follow ¥im e’en tho’ through strife;
To hear Him say He understands;

And safe within my Savior’s hands,

To rest °til all the storm is past.

e will shield me from the blast,

Elizabeth Woodworth.

and

S WHERE ARE THE DEAD ¢’

This article was published in our last
jssue of THE BIBLE STUDENTS
MONTHLY, Vol. 5, No. 8. The interest
aroused and the great demand for copies
of it have been remarkable. A sample
copy will be mailed to any one free upon
receipt of post-card request.

(Continued from page 1, column 4.)

Practically all Bible exegetes agree that
the Dragon of the Revelation represents
the purely civil power, wherever it may
be found. We do not understand this to
mean that all the powers of the world are
evil or of the Devil, but that the Dragon
is the symbol which the Lord is pleased
to use to represent civil power.

The Beast of Rev. 16:13 is the same
that is mentioned in Rev. 13:2, where it
is described as resembling a leopard—
spotted. Protestant interpreters of the
Revelation agree that this symbol refers
to the Papal system—not to the Pope, not
to Catholic congregations, not to individ-
ual Catholics, but to the system as a
whole, which has existed for centuries.

In His Word, God has been pleased to
recognize the Papacy as a system, as a
government. Papacy claims that the
Kingdom of God, Messiah’s Kingdom, was
established in 799 A.D.; that it lasted a
thousand years, just as the Bible declares
Christ’s Kingdom will last; and that it
expired in 1799 A.D. They claim also
that since 1799 this Kingdom of Christ
(that is, the Papal system, represented in
the Revelation as the Beast) has been
suffering viclence; and that during this
time the Devil has been loosed, in fulfill-
ment of Revelation 20:7.

History records that the era closing
with 1799, marked by Napoleon’s Egyp-
tlan campaign, sealed and defined the
limit of Papal dominion over the nations.
Napoleon even took the Pope prisoner to
France, where he died. This humiliating
experience, Roman Catholics claim, marks
the time of the loosing of Satan in ful-
fillment of Revelation 20:7.

We cannot agree with our Catholic
brethren’s interpretation of prophecy. The
Bible is surely right when it declares
that “‘the prince of this world is Satan,”
and that this is “the present evil world”
or age. The reascn why there is so much
graft, false doctrine, delusion, ignorance,
superstition everywhere is that Satan is
the great being who is deceiving the
world. According to the Scriptures, Satan
is to be bound for a thousand years, that
he may deceive the nations no more.
(Rev. 20:3.) After the thousand years
shall have been finished, Satan shall be
loosed for g little season to test mankind.
Then he will be destroved in the Second
Death, together with all who are in hare
mony with him.

Bible students are only now getting their
eyes open to sce the lengths, breadths,
heights and depths of the Love of God—
His wonderful provision made, first, for
the Church, who are to share in the
Kingdom glory; and second, for the world
of mankind, who will receive the blessing
of an uplift to human perfection during
that thousand years. This glorious Epoch
is just approaching, instead of being in
the past. So glorious will be the condi-
tion of humanity at the close of Messiah’s
Kingdom that nothing ever dreamed will
compare with it. But the great work of
God will not be perfected until every
human being will have reached perfec-
tion, or will have been destroyed in the
Second Death, because of refusal to come
into harmony with the laws of righteous-
ness. Then every creature in Heaven and
on earth, will be heard saying, “Blessing
and honor and glory and power be unto
Iim that sitteth upon the Throne and to
the Lamb, for ever and ever.”—Rev. 5:13.

The Dragon, then, symbolizes the Ro-
man power, represented by the civil
power in the world. The Beast is the
Papzal system of government. The third
symbol, the False Prophet, remains to be
interpreted. This, we believe, is another
name for the system elsewhere called *“the
Image of the Beast.” (Rev. 13:14) Ac-
cording to the Scriptures, this Image is a
very exact representation of the Beast.
The False Prophet, or Image of the Beast,
we understand to mean the Protestant
Federation of Churches.

The Image of the Beast.

In order to see why the Protestant Fed-
eration of Churches should be symbolized
as the Image of the Beast and as the
False Prophet, we must examine other
symbolical Scriptures. In Rev. 17:5, our
attention is called to a great “mystery.””
The word “harlot’’ in Scriptural symbol«
ism does not mean an immoral person.
It refers to the Church, which was to be
the Kingdom of God, but which lost her
virginity and became’ united to an earthly
husband, instead of her Heavenly Hus-
band. To what earthly husband did the
Church unite? To the Roman Empire.
In the minds of Luther and other re-
formers there was no doubt that there
was a close union between the Church
and the world. The Church for a time
claimed to be waiting for Christ to set up
His Kingdom. Finally she said, “I will
not wait until the Second Coming of
Christ, I will unite with the Roman Em-
pire.”

All know the result. The Roman Cath-
olic Church was exalted, and reigned
as a queen for centuries. This union of
Church and State is represented in a
famous picture found in Italy. On a
throne the Pope and the Emperor sit side
by side. On one side are cardinals,
bishops, the lower clergy and the laity,
in order of rank. On the other side are
generals, lieutenants, soldiers, etc., down
to the common people. Thus the union
of Church and State was recognized.

On the basis of this union all earthly
governments are called Christian; for
they claim unity as part and parcel with
the Church. History tells us that for cen«

turies the Church appointed the earthly
kings. Whomsoever the Pope desired was
crowned. In proof of the supremacy of the
Church a story is told in regard to Em-
peror Henry IV of Germany, who had
incurred the Papal displeasure, and who
as a punishment was compelled to stand
for three days without the castle gates of
Canossa, barefooted, and clad only in the
haircloth shirt of a penitent, exposed to
the inclemency of mid-winter. Then he
was forced to crawl on hands and knees
into the presence of the Pontiff, whose
silk stocking was removed in order that
the emperor might kiss the Pope’s great
toe, in fulfillment of Psa. 2:10, 12, “Kiss
the Son, O ye kings of the earth.”

To our understanding this is a mistaken
application of Scripture. ‘The Son” is
not the Pope. The ¢“holy hill” is the
Kingdom of God. His agency is symbol-
ized as the holy Mount Zion. The great
Messiah will completely overthrow all the
things of the present time and will estab-
lish the Kingdom of Righteousness and
Truth, which will uplift mankind out of
sin and degradation.

Roman Catholics believe that the Pope
is the vicegerent of Christ, reigning in
His stead. They believe that the present
is the time when Satan is loosed to de-
ceive the nations; that very shortly the
Church will again get full power in the
world; and that as a result every one
who does not obey them will be destroyed.
This interpretation points us to Revela-
tion, 13th and 20th chapters. Protestants
do not appreciate the situation. Doubt-
less all thinking people have noticed that
overtures for union come from Protes-
tantism, but never from Catholicism.

The question now arises, Why should
the Scriptures picture Protestantism as
an Image of the Beast? When and how
did this come about? From the time of
the Reformation, Protestants had been
striving individually to get out of the
darkness of the past and thus had for-
mulated many creeds and had organized
many denominations. But about the
middle of the last century the leaders
began to see that if every one continued
to study the Bible individually the time
would come when each one would have an
individual creed. To prevent what seemed
to them a loss of power, they planned a
union of Protestants in a system called
the Evangelical Alliance.

The Evangelical Alliance, an organiza-
tion of the different Protestant denomina-
tions, was formed in 18486 for the very
purpose of doing in their own way the
same thing that Catholicism would do in
its own way. Seceing the great power that
Roman Catholics would exercise because
of a united system, Protestants said, “We
are divided. We have no power. We
will organize.” Then and there, accord-
ing to the Scriptures, they made an Image
of the Beast.

The Bible says, however, that before
the Image ean do any particular harm it
must receive life from the two-horned
Beast. (Rev. 13:15.) This two-horned
Beast with horns like a lamb, but a voice
like a dragon, we belicve represents the
Church of England, which is not a party
to the Evangelical Alliance. The Church
of England makes the claim which the
Church of Rome makes—that she is the
true Church; that all others are wrong;
that she has the original apostolic suc-
cession; and that no one is commissioned
to preach unless he has had divine, apos-
tolic hands laid upon him. This has been
the contention of the Church of England
for centuries, and constitutes the differ-
ence between that Church and all other
Protestant denominations.

Although the Evangelical Alliance was
organized in 1846, it has not been able to
accomplish its purpose, because it did not
know how to operate. The denominations
in the Alliance were united only in name,
and hence have worked against each other.
Denominations outside of the Alliance
were declared to be unauthorized; and
they, in turn, challenged the Evangelical
Churches to show where they got au-
thority to preach. As a result the Image
had no power to act; it was trodden
upon; and to get vitality—life—it would
need apostolic succession; it must have
something as a basis for operation.

The Scriptures indicate that the Church

*of England will become intimate with the

Evangelical Alliance and will give it apos=
tolic authority to preach. Because of this
union the Alliance will be able to say,
“We have apostolic authority to preach.
Let no one speak unless he has our sanc=
tion.” This action on their part is de<
scribed in Rev. 13:17. None will be al-
Jowed to buy or sell spiritual things in
the spiritual market unless he has either
the mark of the Beast or the mark of the
Image.

In Rev. 16:13 we find mention of the
False Prophet, another representation of
the Image-—the vitalized product of the
Evangelical Alliance, which has taken the
form of Church Federation, and has today
a great deal of vitality. Whether we ean
expect it to have more remains to be
seen. 'The Scriptures clearly indicate that
the Image of the Beast is to get so great
power that it will do the same thing that
the Roman Catholic Church did in the
past; and that the two systems, Cath-
olic and Protestant, will rule the civilized
world with a high hand through the civil
power—the Dragon.

“Three Unclean Spirits Like Frogs.”

The Scriptures tell us that this result is
to be brought about by the utterances of
the combined power of Church and State.

“Three unclean spirits like frogs came
out of the mouth of the Beast, and out of
the mouth of the Dragon and the mouth
of the False Prophet.” In this passage,
the spirit is a doctrine—an unclean doc-
trine—a false doctrine. Each of these
systems will utter the same things, and
these utterances will have the effect of
gathering the kingdoms of earth together
to the great Battle of Armageddon.

The symbolism of Scripture, rightly un-
derstood, is very forceful, and there is
always a close resemblance between the
symbol itself and the thing symbolized.
‘When the Holy Spirit uses a frog to rep-
resent certain doctrines or teachings, we
may be sure that the application will fit
well. While a frog is a small creature,
vet it puffs itself up until it almost bursts
with the effort to be somebody. A frog
has a very wise look even though it does
not know very much. A frog croaks
whenever it utters a sound.

The three most prominent characteris-
tics of a frog, then, are pomposity, an fir
of superior wisdom and knowledge, and a
continual croaking. Applying these char-
acteristics to the picture given in the Di-
vine Word, we learn that from the civil
power, from the Catholic Church and from
the Federation of Protestant Churches
will go forth the same teachings. The
spirit of all will be boastful; an air of
superior knowledge and wisdom will be
assumed; all will foretell dire results to
follow any failure to obey their counsels.
However conflicting the creeds, the differ-
ences will be ignored in the general propo-
sition that nothing ancient must be dis-
turbed, or investigated, or repudiated.

The Divine authority of the Church,
and the Divine right of kings, aside from
the Church, will not be allowed to eon-
flict; for both will be indorsed. Any per-
sons or teachings in conflict with these
boastful, unscriptural claims will be
branded as everything vile, at the mouths
of the frogs, croaking from pulpits and
platforms, and through the religious and
secular press. The nobler sentiments of
some will be strangled by the philosophy
of the same evil spirit which spoke
through Caiaphasg, the high priest, re-
specting our Lord Jesus. As Caiaphas
declared it expedient to commit a crime
in violation of justice, both human and
Divine, to be rid of Jesus and His teach-
ings, so this frog-like spirit will approve
of any and every violatich of principle
necessary to self-protection.

Every true Christian is ashamed to look
back upon the pages of history and see
what terrible deeds were done in the
name of God and justice, and in the name
of our Lord Jesus. We are not to think
for a moment that these frog spirits, or
doctrines, are all bad, but rather that
they are doctrines of bombast and pom-
posity, representing themselves to be
very wise and great, and having the
backing of centuries. Out of the mouth
of the Dragon comes the doctrine of the
Divine right of kings: “Do not look back
of the curtain of history to see where
the kings got that right. Accept the doc-
trine; for if you do not, and if men look
into the matter, there will be a terrible
revolution and everything will go down!”

The Beast and the False Prophet have
similar croakings. The Catholic Church
says, “Do net look behind! Do not ques-
tion anything about the Church!” Pro-
testantism says, also, “We are great, we
are wise, we know a great deal. Keep
quiet! No one will then know that you
know nothing.” Al say (croaking): “We
tell you that if you say anything against
present arrangements, terrible things will
come to pass!™

Political parties are figuring in this. All
declare, “If any change should come, it
will mean terrible disaster!’”” Some have
the backbone and some have the civil
power behind them, but unitedly they
croak to the people that if any change is
made, it will mean ruin to the present
order. In the language of our day,
“Stand pat!” is the order in Church and
in State; but the people are being moved
by fear. It is this croaking of the Beast,
the Dragon and the False Prophet that
will arouse the kings of earth and gather
them together to the Armageddon Battle
and destruction.

The ecclesiastical kings and princes,
with their retinue of clergy and faithful
adherents, will be gathered in solid pha-
lanx—Protestant and Catholic. The po-
litical kings and princes, senators, and all
in high places, with their henchmen and
retainers, will follow in line on the same
side. The financial kings and merchant
princes, and all whom they can influence
by the most gigantic power ever yet exe
ercised in the world, will join the same
side, according to this prophecy. They
do not realize, however, that they are
coming to Armageddon; yet strange to
say, this is a part of their very ecry,
“Come together to Armageddon!”

Speaking of cur day, our Lord declared,
“Men’s hearts failing them for fear and
for looking after those things which are
coming on the earth; for the powers of
heaven shall be shaken.” (Luke 21:26.)
The kings of Europe know not what to
do. All sectarianism is being shaken.
Many people of God are in perplexity.

The croaking of the frog spirits, or doc-
trines, will gather the kings and princes,
financial, political, religious and industrial,
into one great army. The spirit of fear,
inspired by the croaking, will scourge the
passions of otherwise good and reasonable
men to fury—desperation. In their blind
following of these evil spirits, evil doc-
trines, they will be ready to sacrifice life
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and everything on what they mistakenly
suppose is the aitar of Justice and Right-
eousness under a Divine arrangement.

Many noble people in this great army
will assume an attitude quite contrary
to their preference. For a time the
wheels of liberty and progress will be
turned backward, and mediseval restraints
will be considered necessary for self-
preservation—for the maintenance of the
present order of things and for the pre-
vention of the new order which God has
decreed, the due time for which is at
hand. Even those who may be God’s
people do not stop to consider whether it
is His will that things should continue
as they have been for the past six th-u-
sand years. The BEible says that such is
not God’'s will, but that there is tc¢ be a
great overturning—a new order,

For a brief time, as we unde s
Scriptures, these combined {or
mageddon will triumph. Free Le
free mails, and other liberties which have
come to be the very breath of the masses
in our day, will be ruthlessly shut off on
the plea of necessity, the glory of God,
the commands of the Church, etc. The
safety-valve will be sat upon, and thus
will cease to annoy earth’s kings with the
sound of escaping steam; and all will
seem to be serene—until the great social
explosion described in the Revelation as
an earthquake will take place. In sym-
bolic language an earthquake signifies
social revolution, and the Scriptural dec-
laration is that none like it ever before
occurred. (Rev. 16:18, 19.) See our Lord’s
reference to it in Matt, 24:21.

The Lord’s Great Army.

At this juncture, the Scriptures show,
Divine Power will step forward, and God
will gather the marshaled hosts to Ar-
mageddon—to the Mount of Destruction.
(Rev. 16:16.) The very thing which they
sought to avert by their union, federation,
ete., will be the very thing that they will
hasten. Other Scriptures tell us that
CGod will be represented by Messiah, and
that Hec will be on the side of the masses.
“At that time shall Michael [the God-
like One—Messiah] stand up.” {Dan.
12:1.) ¥e will assume authority. He will
take possession of His Kingdom in a
manner little looked for by many of those
whe erroneously have been claiming to be
His Kingdom, and authorized by Him to
reign in His name and in His stead.

Our Lord Jesus declared, ‘“‘His servants
ve are unto whom ye render service.”
Some may be rendering service to Satan
and to error, who claim to be rendering
service to God and to righteousness; and
some may serve ignorantly, as did Saul
of Tarsus, who *‘verily thought that he

did CGod service” in persecuting the
Church. The same principle holds true
reversely. As an earthly king does not

hold himself responsible for the moral
character of each soldier who fights his
battles, so the Lord does not vouch for
the moral character of all who enlist and
fight on His side of any question. His
servants they are to whom they render
service, whatever the motive prompting.
The same principle will apply in the
coming Battle of Armageddon. God’s
side of that battie will be the people’s
side; and that very nondescript host, the
people, will be pitted at the beginning of
the battle. Anarchists, Socialists, and
hot-headed radicals of every school of
reason and unreason, will be in the fore-
front of that battle. e who has any
knowledge of army life knows that a
great army is composed of all classes.
The masses will be restless under their
restraints, but will be conscious of their
weakness as compared with the kings
and princes, financial, social, religious and
political, who will then hold sway. The
majority of the poor and the middle class
prefer peace at almost any price. The
masses have no sympathy with anarchy.
‘They realize truly that the worst form
of government is better than none. The
masses will seek relief through the ballot
:and the pecaceful readjustment of earth’s
affairs for the elimination of evil, for the
placing of monopolies and utilities and
the supplies of nature in the hands of the
people for the public good. The crisis
will be reached when the hitherto up-
holders of the law shall become violators
of the law and resisters .of the will of
the majority as expressed by the ballot.
Tear for the future will goad the well-
meaning masses to desperation, and an-
archy will result when Socialism fails.
The Lord’s saints are not to be in this
battle at all. God’s consecrated people,
longing at heart for Messiah‘s Kingdom,

will patiently abide the Lord’s time, and
wait unmurmuringly for it. Their lamps
trimmea¢ and burning, they will not be
in darkness respecting the momentous
events of tre impending battle; but they
will be of g40d courage, knowing the out-
come nortrayed in the “more sure Word
of prophecy,” to which thev have done
weil to “take heed, as untv a light that
shineth in a dark place, uatil the Day
dawn.”—2 Peter 1:19,

The question now arises, Why did not
God send His Kingdom sooner? Why is
Armageddon necessary? We answer that
God has His own times and seasons, and
that He has appointed the Great Seventh
Thousand-Year Day for the reign of
Christ. Divine Wisdom has withheld un-
til our day the great knowledge and skill
which is breeding at the same time mil-
lioraires and discontents. Had God lifted
the veil of ignorance a thousand years
sooner, the world would have lined up for
Armageddon a thousand years sooner. God
did not briuz these things bhefore the
present time because His Plan has va-
rious parts, all of which are converging
at the same time. In kindness God veiled
the eyes of mankind until the gathering
to Armageddon would immediately pre-
cede Messiah’s taking to Himself His
great power and beginning Iis reign.—
Revelation 11:17, 18.

Th: attitude of the people of God should
be that of great thankfulness to the Giver
of every good. They should make pro-
vision for the great storm that is coming
and keep very quiet, not unduly interested
in the side of either rich or poor. We
know in advance that the Lord is on the
side of the people. He {t is that will fight
the Armageddon Battle, and His agency
will be that peculiar army--all classes.
When this great ‘‘earthquake’” of social
revolution comes, it will not be a mere
handful of anarchists, but an uprising of
the people to throw off the great power
that is strangling them. Selfishness is at
the bottom of the whole matter.

Not Yet, But Soon.

For forty years the Armageddon forces
have been mustering for both sides of the
conflict. Strikes, lockouts and riots, great

nd small, have been merely incidental
skirmishes as the belligerents cross each
other’s paths. Court and army scandals
in Xurope, insurance, trust and court
scandals in America, have shaken public
confidence. Dynamite plots, charged by
turns on employees and on employers,
have tended to make each distrustful of
the other. Bitter and angry feelings on
both sides are more and more mani-
fested. The lines of battle are daily be-
coming more distinctly marked. Never-
theless Armageddon cannot yet be fought.

Gentile Times have still two years to
run. The Image of the Beast must yet
receive life—power. It must be trans-
formed from a mere mechanism to a
living force. Protestant Federation real-
izes that its organization will continue to
be futile unless it receives vitalization—
unless its clergy directly or indirectly
shall be recognized as possessed of
apostolic ordination and authority to
teach. This, the prophecy indicates, will
come from the two-horned Beast, which
we believe symbolically represents the
Church of England. High-handed activi-
ties of Protestantism and Catholicism,
operating in conjunction for the sup-
pression of human liberties, await this
vivifying of the Image. This may come
soon, but Armageddon cannot precede it,
but must follow—perhaps a Yyear after,
according to our view of prophecy.

Still another thing intervenes. Although
the Jews are gradually flowing into
Palestine, gradually obtaining control of
the land of Canaan, and although re-
ports say that already nineteen million-
aires are there, nevertheless, prophecy
requires an evidently larger number of
wealthy Hebrews to be there before the
Armageddon crisis be reached. Indeed,
we understand that ‘“Jacob’s trouble” in
the Holy Land will come at the very close
of Armageddon. Then Messiah’s King-
dom will begin to be manifested. Thence-
forth Israel in the Land of Promise will
gradually rise from the ashes of the past
to the grandeur of prophecy. Through
its Divinely appointed princes, Messiah’s
Kingdom, all-powerful, but invisible, will
begin to roll awcy the curse and to lift up
mankind, and to give beauty for ashes.

The succeeding chapters of ¢THE BATTLE OF ARMAGED-
DON” continue this convineing presentation toa logical and
gatisfactory conclusion to even the most eritical. 35c. in stamps
sent to Lible & Tract Society, Brooklyn, N. Y., will bring to you,
by return mail, the volume, in good cloth binding. Order now,
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THE DEAD AWAIT RESURRECTION

“If I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you wunto myself;
that where I am, there ye may be also.”—JouN 14 :3.

THE ERROR of supposing that men are

alive when they arz dead lies close to
the foundation of every theological error
the world over. We have all erred in
taking the guess of Plato instead of the
‘Word of God, and we can get rid of our
difficulties and theological entanglements
only by retracing our steps. Notwith-
standing all that we have said and writ-
ten, calling attention to the words of the
Scriptures, the question frequently arises,
Do you mean to tell us that our friends
do not go to Heaven immediately when
they die?

That is exactly what we are endeavor-
ing to demonstrate to be the teaching of
the Bible. The Bible alone, of all re-
ligious books, teaches that a dead man
is dead, and knows nothing, and that his
only hope is in the Divine arrangement
through Christ, by a resurrection of the
dead—“both of the just and of the un-
just.”—Acts 24:15.

We Shouid Take Comfort.

‘When we remember that, according to
nearly all the religious creeds and theo-
ries of the world, 999 out of every thou-
sand pass immediately at death into
most horrible sufferings, one would think
that all would be glad to promptly accept
the Bible testimony, that death is a
dreamless sleep until the resurrection
awakening. Why anyone should prefer
to think of his friends and neighbors and
the heathen millions as suffering torture,
rather than to think of them as being
asleep, is beyond our comprehension. The
fact probably is that selfishness has such
a hold upon the masses that they care
and think little respecting others than
their near relatives and friends; and the
same selfishness inclines them, with in-
fatuation, to believe that they and their
relatives, though no better than the rest
of mankind, are special favorites of
Heaven, and will be granted the reward
of the saints, however unsaintly their
lives may have been. Some one has sug-
gested that the ideal prayer for such is:

“God bless me and my wife,
My son John and his wife;
Us four, and no more.”

In harmony with this we find that when
death invades a family circle this selfish
egotism assumes that the deceased is ac-
ceptable to God as a saint, and wafted
immediately to heavenly bliss—regardless
of how unsaintly had been the life and
how little of the Spirit of Christ was
ever manifested. The deception is rein-
forced by the Christian minister called to
conduct the funeral service. Whatever
he may read from the Bible to the effect
that, if there be no resurrection, they
that have fallen asleep have perished, his
sermon is sure to give the inference that
the deceased needs no resurrection, be-
cause he has not died, but has merely
been transferred from a lower plane of
life to a higher one. .

“Come, Let us Reason Together.”

Proof of this is not given and not
asked. The proof is not given because
there is no Scriptural proof to give. It
is not asked because the people are not
sufficiently intelligent on religious sub-
jects to demand a reascn and a proof for
what is presented to them. The remedy
for all this will come when we become
more intelligent, more reasoning. No
minister of Christ should be abashed to
be asked the reason for his faith. St.
Peter exhorted that every Christian
should be so thoroughly informed re-
specting the Divine Message as to be able
to give a reason to whoever would ask
concerning his own faith and his presen-
tations to others.

Here note our text. In it the Master
says not a word about our going to Him,
but quite the contrary—that He would
come again and receive us unto Himself.
This is in full accord with the teachings
of the Apostles. Do they not tell that at
the Second Coming of Christ the Resur-
rection of the Church will be the first in
order; that then that which was sown in
weakness will be raised in power; that
sown in dishonor will be raised in glory;
that sown an animal body will be raised
a spirit body; and that so we shall ever
be with the Liord? Do they not tell us
that this will be an instantaneous change?
Is it not styled an awakening from the
sleep of death?

The Order of Resurrection.

Hearken to St. Paul: “Behold, I show
vou a mystery; we shall not all sleep,
but we shall all be changed, in a moment,
in the twinkling of an eye, at the last
trump (seventh trumpet); for the trum-
pet shall sound,” ‘“and the dead in Christ
shall rise first; then we which are alive
and remain shall be caught away together
to meet the Lord in the air.” (1 Corinth-
jans 15:51, 52; 1 Thessalonians 4:16, 17.)
How plain, how simple! That will be the
first meeting of the Church with her Lord.
All of her members dyving before that time
will “sleep,” while those dying since that
time will not need to sleep and wait for
the glorious change. But says one, does
not the Second Coming of Christ take
place whenever His holy ones die? Does
He not immediately come to receive them
unto Himself?

Surely only a very lame theory could
seek to bolster itself up by such a per-

version of the Scriptures. If Christ were
to come every time one of His saintly
ones dies, would it not mean many com-
ings instead of merely a Second Coming?
And even if His faithful were very few
indeed, would it not seem that this would
keep the Redeemer busy coming and de-
parting every few minutes?

Only crass ignorance of the Bible could
excuse any such misapplication of its
teachings. Not merely one statement of
the Scriptures bears upon this subject,
but hundreds of statements of Scripture,
by Jesus and the Apostles; and all con-
tradict any such thought.

““No Man Hath Ascended to Heaven.”

Hearken to Jesus’ words, “No man hath
ascended up to Heaven.” Only the Son
of Man has ever been in Heaven. He
has ascended up where He was before,
with additional glory and honor. He is
now preparing a place for His Bride
class and preparing the Bride class for
the place—the place of honor at Iis own
right hand. He is overseeing her ex-
periences and causing all things to work
together for her good, that she at His
Second Coming may be prepared and be
accepted as His Bride and granted a
share in His glory, honor and immortality.

It is in full harmony with this that a
little later on the Great Teacher declared
that all the dead are in the grave, and
that at His Second Advent He wili first
call forth His faithful ones to the per-
fection of life; and later will call forth
the remainder of mankind, not as yet
found worthy of life, that they may have
an opportunity, a testing as respects their
worthiness or unworthiness of everlasting
life on the human plane.

Hear His assurance again respecting
His faithful ones—that they shall share
in His resurrection, the Chief Resurrcc-
tion, to glory, honor, immortality, on the
spirit plane. He said, “Blessed and holy
are all they that have part in the First
Resurrection; they shall be priests unto
God and Christ, and shall reign with Him
a thousand years.””—Revelation 20:6.

Be it noted that in all these assur-
ances the Church is spoken of as a class,
all of whom will enter into glory together,
at Christ’s Second Coming, and not sep-
arately, as each may die. True, each has
an individual trial or testing to determine
whether or not he or she will be ac-
counted worthy, or fitted for a place in
the glorious Body of Christ, in the glori-
ous Bride company; but the statement is
repeatedly made that we shall be glori-
fied together, shall have part in the one
Resurrection.

“David Not Ascended to Heaven.”

In full accord with all the foregoing is
St. Peter’s statement on the Day of
Pentecost: “For David is not ascended
into the heavens; his sepulchre is with us
unto this day.” St. Peter’s words imply
that if King David had ascended to
Heaven he would have no sepulchre on
earth. Similarly, we might say of all of
the Prophets, and of all other persons,
that, if once they ascendzd to the
heavenly plane, they could not be said to
have any sepulchre on earth, for the very
thought connected with the word sep-
ulchre is that of a personality awaiting
a resurrection, awaiting deliverance from
the state and condition of death. So the
Scriptures always refer, not to a resur-
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