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CREED SMASHINGS

NECESSARY FOR FEDERATION

Congregational, Presbyterian and Methodist

“Say ye not, A Federation, to all them to whom this people shall say, a Federation; neither
’ fear ye their fear, nor be afraid.”’—Isaiah 8:12. ‘

HE desirableness of oneness in the
Church of Christ is beyond dis-
pute. The impropriety of sectarianism
or division is now generally conceded,
although twenty years ago many de-
fended the divided econdition of the
Church as being helpful. They pointed
to our Lord’s words, I am the Vine
and ye are the branches; every branch
in me that beareth not fruit my Father,
the Husbandman, taketh away. And
every branch that beareth fruit he
pruneth, that it may bring forth more
fruit.—John 15:1-5,

They claimed that the denomina-
tions were the branches. The evident
teaching of the Master here is that his
people are related to him in an individ-
ual sense and not as parties, sects or
denominations, and that they are dealt
with from the individual standpoint as
one Church and not many.

St. Paul enunciated the same great
truth (1 Cor. 12:13), declaring that
the Lord Jesus is the Head of the
Church, which is his Body, and that
as the human body has many. mem-
bers under the full control of the head,
except when diseased, so.the Church,
as members in particular of the Body
of Christ, are all to be subject to the
Lord as their Head. They are all to
be so connected with their Head, and
thus with each other, that when one
suffers, all suffer with it, and when
one rejoices, all rejoice with it, be~
cause they all have fellowship in the
one spirit of the Head.

Hence the eye cannot say to the
hand, nor the hand to the foot, I have
no need of you, for every member is
necessary to the prosperity of the Body
as a whole. And as the joint supports
and strengthens the limb and is joined
thereto by sinews, ete.,, so individually
God’s people are united to each other in
the bonds of grace and truth and love.

Church Federation Quite Different

It must be conceded that Church
Federation or Confederacy is in many
respects quite a different thing from
the Church’s oneness illustrated by our
Lord’s parable of the vine, and the
Apostle’s illustration of the human
body. Nevertheless, since a Federa-
tion is proposed as the nearest possible
approach to the enjoined spiritual
Union, it is proper that we and all
Christians everywhere should enquire
carefully the cost and the gain im-
plied in the Federation movement. In
this series of discussions the cost of
Federation to the creeds of the most
prominent denominations will be im-
partially considered. First in the list
let us consider the sacrifices of Con-
gregationalism, Fresbyterianism and
Methodism.

(1) As to Church Government very
slight .concessions will be required of
any of the federating denominations.
Denominational liberties as respects
forms of worship and methods of gov-
ernment and discipline are to be per-
mitted very loose rein. The Federa-
tion proposes chiefly the regulation of
home and foreign mission work and a
general watch-care over the interests
of the federated systems along the
lines of political influence. The expec-
tation is that the political power of
the Federation will have considerable
to do with moulding of legislation fav-
orable to the Federation, and later on,
unfavorable to the smaller denomina-
tions not associated in the Federation.

(2) It is along doctrinal lines that
the sacrificing in the interest of Fed-
eration will be chiefly demanded.

Doctrinally Congregationalists and
Presbyteriang are one; hence we may
consider their sacrifices of doctrine in
the interests of Federation as the
same. They both accept the West-
minster Confession of Faith with its
Calvinistic foundation—that God, be-
fore the foundation of the world, fore-
ordained whatsoever comes to pass;

that he predestinated an elect, saintly
few to heavenly glory, and equally
foreordained that the remainder of
thousands of millions of non-elect
should be maintained in life to all
eternity, in order that they might suf-
fer excruciating pains, both mental
and physical, never-ending, as a part
of the supposed penalty of the “Origi-
nal Sin” committed by our first pa-
rents in Eden.

Evidently there will be few people in
these' highly intelligent (Christian
bodies ready to insist, as our fore-
fathers did, that this element of faith
is essential to salvation. Few of us
would agree with Brother John Calvin,
the great architect of this creed, that
fellow-Christians rejecting this doc-
trine should be burned at the stake, as
Brother Calvin decided in respect to
Brother Servetus. No, thank God! We
have outgrown some of the narrow-
ness which so terribly fettered some of
our brethren during the dark ages.

No Infants in Eternal Torment -

Few any longer believe that there
are “infants in hell not a span long,”
because non-elect. Even where the
doctrine. .of - Election. is still blindly
held, few have the temerity to state
their belief that any innocent infant
was predestinated to everlasting tor-
ture. But Brother Calvin’s conten-
tion, expressed in the Westminster
Confession, is that there are no inno-
cent infants—that the condemnation
of Original Sin was to eternal torture
and that Adam’s children, “born in sin
and shapen in iniquity,” were therefore
not innocent, but guilty—born under
the sentence of eternal torment and
salvable from it only through member-
ship in the Church of Christ.

Indeed we may say that this theory
was still older than 'Calvin, for did not
St. Augustine first declare the danger
of infants to eternal torture and the
necessity of their being brought into
the Church of Christ by baptism in
order to escape eternal torture? And
is not the force of this teaching still
manifest amongst both Protestants
and Catholics, as evidenced by their
fear to have an infant die unbaptized
~—sS0 that some, in extreme cases, even
practice “baptism in utero”?

Doctrinally Methodism is indirectly
opposed to Calvinism in every sense
of the word. Possibly Methodists will
have less to concede than Calvinists,
because, although in Wesley’s day the
doctrine of Free Grace was combatted
on every hand, it is now the tacit faith
of the vast majority of Christendom.
The doctrine that God had premedi-
tated and irrevocably foreordained the
eternal torture of our race except a
handful of the Elect was too horrible
a one to stand.

So the Methodist doctrine of Divine
T.ove for all and Free (Grace as re-
spects salvation has appealed more
and ‘more to the growing intelligence
of mankind. Nevertheless we caunot
do otherwise than concede that it will
matter little to the thousands of mil-
lions which all “orthodox” creeds con-
sign to eternal torture whether they
shall suffer eternal agonies as a result
of Divine lovelessness in foreordain-
ing their sufferings or of Divine in-
ability to outwork for their benefit the
supposed advantages of Free Grace
arranged for them by Divine Love.

The More Excellent Way

Our suggestion is that now, in the
lapping time of this Gospel Age with
the oncoming New Dispensation, as
the arc light casts the candle of the
past into the shadow, so the clearer
light now shining from the pages of
God’s Word casts into the shadow all
the doctrines of the “dark ages,” re-
lieving us of the horrible nightmare
which once beclouded our hearts and
lives and made us fearful of our Cre-

ator as an all-powerful, but merciless of the future—the blessing of the world

sovereign.,

In this blessed light now shining
from God’s Book have we not a basis
for Christian union? Let us see! If
we can find in God’s Word that the
doctrine of FKElection and the doctrine
of Free Grace are both true, both
Biblical, but that one belongs to the
‘Church in this Gospel Age and the
other to mankind. in general in the
coming Age, will not this solve our
problem and give us doctrinal union
instead of a mere federation based
upon - the ignoring of doctrine? We
can all assent to this, therefore let us
¢xamine the facts.
© The Bible assuredly declares a Di-
vine election according to a Divine
purpose foreordained—but not such an
election as Brother Calvin outlined.
God foreordained the selection of a
Church, predestinating the number
who would constitute its membership
and the character of each one who
would be acceptable as a member. He
foreordained tests as to the worthiness
of these members and the glorious re-
ward that should be theirs and a great
work which they shall be privileged to
do for mankind—Ilimitedly now, fully
during the Xingdom reign. Accus~
tomed to the election of fellow-citizens
to the Presidency, to Congress, etc.,
where they will have the opportunity
for blessing the non-elect, we should
have carried this same thought to the

Jivine election of the Church. We
should have discerned that the elect
Church, the “Seed of Abraham’” (Gal.
3:29), is specially intended to be the
channel of Divine blessing to “all the
families of the earth” (Gen. 28:14),

How strange that we overlooked this
and the assurance that with the com-
pletion of the Church Messiah would
exalt her in the “First Resurrection”
to be his Bride and joint-heir in his
Mediatorial Kingdom, to be established
for the blessing of all mankind! How
strange that we did not notice that
every text of Scripture used by our
Methodist brethren to substantiate
their doctrine of Free Grace belongsg to
the New Age! As, for instance, the
Bible, after telling us of the comple-
tion of the Church, now espoused to
the Lord, and after her marriage or
union with him at his Second Coming,
as “the Bride, the Lamb’s Wife,” tells
that then ‘“the Spirit and the Bride
shall say, Come, and whosoever will
may come and take of the water of
life freely.”—Rev. 22°117,

Failure to Rightly Divide the Word of
Truth

Ah, yes, we failed disastrously to
keep the Apostle’s command, “Study
to show thyself approved unto God, a
workman that needeth not to be
ashamed, rightly dividing the word of
Truth” (2 Tim. 2:15). We failed to
thus divide the Truth and to note the
portion applicable now and the other
portion applicable during the office of
the Mediator. Thank God, we are not
yet too old to learn. We surely have
been thoroughly sickened by our mis-
taken interpretations of the past,
which made nonsense of both the doc-
trines—Election and Free Grace—and
worse than this, defamed and vilified
our Heavenly Father, “the God of all
Grace.”

In the light now shining we may see
that the terms of the Divine election
of the Church are in every sense of the
word without partiality, except as re-
gards character and faithfulness.
Those now called with the heavenly
calling to be of “the elect” are indeed
invited to eternal life on the spirit
plane, to be like unto the angels, but
more exalted, while the opportunities
to be granted to the world in general
during the Mediatorial reign will be
inferior, earthly, restitutionary—yet
grand.—Acts 3:19-21,

But this difference of reward is
counterbalanced by the severer trials
and testings of those now called to be
of the elect. They must walk by faith
and not by sight. They must take up
their cross and follow the Lamh
whithersoever he goeth. They must
count their lives not dear unto them,
but willingly sacrifice their earthly in-
terests that they may be participators
with their Redeemer in glory, honor
and immortality, and in his great work

of mankind with a mental, moral, so-
cial and physical uplift.
The Proper View of Election

Cannot we all, Congregationalists,
Presbyterians and Methodists, and all
others of God’s people, unite.as one
body upon this Scriptural hypothesis?
Are we not satisfied with the terms of
this election—that they are sufficiently
stringent to exclude all except the
saintly? Hearken to the Apostle's
declaration, which we once so griev<
ously misunderstood: He says of
God’'s election, “Whom he did fore-
know he also did predestinate to be
conformed to the image of his Son.”
In other words, when our Heavenly
Father foreknew and predetermined
to gather an elect Church as the Bride
of Christ, he also predetermined that
none could be members of it unless
they attained through faith and obedi-
ence in the School of Christ character-
likeness to Jesus—heart likeness to
him—hence, as mnearly as possible,
an obedience of the flesh to his Law.

Surely no one will claim- that any
but a little flock has ever attained to
this honored condition; hence our for-
mer ideas respecting the non-elect
would consign the majority of our
families, neighbors, friends and all the
heathen to endless woe. But now how
differently we see in God’s Word that
the elect class is selected in advance,
that in. God’s due time, with the Re~
deemer, it may bless every creature
with fullest opportunity to return to
human perfection in a Paradise re-
gained—restored during the Times of
Restitution.

This proposition of the Scriptures

includes those who have gone down to
the prison-house of death—into Sheol,
into Hades, both the evil and the good.
All shall then know, from the least to
the greatest, that “Jesus Christ, by
the grace of God, tasted death for
every man.,” ‘They shall know that the
redeeming blood was not shed in vain,
but will secure to each member of
Adam’s race, not eternal life, but an
opportunity to attain eternal life—
either on the heavenly plane during
this Age or on the earthly plane dur=-
ing the Messianic Kingdom.

Have we not, in this beautiful elec-
tion of the Bible, the basis for the
grandest of all hopes, the highest of
all ambitions, to be “heirs of God and
Joint-heirs with. Jesus Christ our
Lord?” Can we want more than this
for ourselves? And does it not en-
hance the glory of this prize to have
the prospect of conquering the world
for Jesus and for the Father during
the Mediatorial Kingdom in the only
way in which it ever can be conquered
—God’s way? .

Is it not for this Kingdom that our

Redeemer taught us to pray, “Thy
Kingdom come; thy will be done on
earth as it is done in heaven?” Is it

not for this Kingdom that he taught
us to wait, saying, “Fear not, little
flock; it is your Father's good pleasure
to give you the Kingdom”? (Luke
12:32.) Is it not for this Kingdom that
the world waits? “Unto him every
knee shall bow and every tongue con-
fess.,” “The knowledge of the ILord
shall fill the whole earth.” “All shall
know him from the least to the great-
est.” “And it shall come to pass that
every soul which will not hear that
Prophet shall be destroyed from
amongst the people”—Acts 3:23.

Shall we, then, stop merely with an
outward federation or confederacy?
Shall we not rather unite our hearts
and heads and hands along the lines of
the Divine promise given to us—“In
thee and in thy Seed shall all the fami-
lies of the earth be blessed?’—Gal.
3:29.

The Hope of
Immortality

THIS subject, which has been so mis-

understood, is convincingly and
Scripturally treated in PEOPLES PULPIT,
Volume 2, Number 4.
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FEDERATION IN FACT

Rev. Lyman Abbott, D.D,, in “The
Qutlook” of February 11, 1911, under
above caption, says:

“Few people realize that most of the
important Protestant denominations in
Amerlca. are united in a Federation
that is as real as the federation of
States. . . . 'Thirty denominations, in-
cluding virtually all the larger ones,
have formed a Federation that is exer-
cising the power of the purse by dis-
regarding differences. in creed, polity
and traditions, and by federating with
the object of engaging in a common
work that costs.”

WHY THE SALOON SHOULD LIVE?
“The Gideon” answers: -

1. Because of its moral uplift in the
community. (?)

2. Because of its purifying effect on
polities. (?)

. 8. Because it is such a law-abiding
institution. (?)

4, Because its patrons get so much
value for their money. (?)

5. Because drinking helps one to get
a good job and keep it. (?)

6. Because it makes business—for
the courts and the county agent. (?)

7. Because drunkards—the saloon’s
finished product—make such good hus-
bands and loving fathers. (?)

8. Because - saloons always make
cities safer and better places for boys
and girls to grow up in. (?)

9. Because all right-minded fathers'

and mothers pray that their boys may
become saloonkeepers. (?) .

TO THE INTERESTED‘ READER

‘We have some back numbers of this
journal treating important religious
topics which we will be pleased to sup-
ply free to those interested, upon pos-
tal-card request.

We mention amongst other topics:
“What Is the Soul?” “Where Are the
- Dead?’ “The Rich Man in Hell,” “Laz-

arus in Abraham’s Bosom,” “Joy for
the Sorrowing,” “Sin Atonement,”
“Why God Permits Calamities,” “Fore-
ordination and Predestination,” “Gath-
ering the Lord’s Jewels,” etc.:

PASTOR RUSSELL’S SCRIPTURE
STUDIES

These volumes deserve a careful
study by all who are not thoroughly
satisfied with the B1ble interpretations
of the “dark ages’ They can be
bought for a trifle or borrowed free.
Address us.

HELL—SHEOL—HADES

A post-card request, addressed to
“RBrooklyn Tabernacle, Brooklyn, N. Y.,”
will bring you free of charge, Pastor
Russell’s explanation of every verse in
‘the Bible in which the word hell occurs.

Read it carefully and confer, respecting:
its points with any educated minister:
Satisfy your mind fully, then
engage more zealously than ever in the,

or priest.

service of a God infinite in Wisdom,
Justice, Love and Power. _

THE CHURCH TRIUMPHANT
(Continued from fourth page.)
the true situation and become separe
ated from the nominal mass. Their
misguided hopes as respects the bring-
ing about of a spiritual Kingdom on
earth will be thoroughly shattered,
and, more than ever, they will look to
‘the Lord as the source of help and

‘wait for his Kingdom to come through;

‘the Redeemer’s advent and the Resur-
rection “change.”

In a word, God’s saintly people need
‘no outward Federation, even as they

‘need no creedal fences. So far as these

are concerned, the sooner all barriers
between them are leaped and they
come together as members of one
‘Body, joined to the one Heavenly Head
.and Lord, the better. Let Churchianity
produce its Federation and see its
folly and failure, as outlined in our
text.

But let the saints of God draw mnear
to him and to each other in a spiritual
Union and realize to the full the mean-
ing of the Apostle’s words, “One faith;
.one Lord; one baptism”—one “Church
of the Living God whose names are
written in heaven.” 'This condition
cannot be attained through outward
bonds, but can be attained only through
drinking into the one Spirit obtainable
through the proper understanding of
the Word of God.

CHANGES OF CREEDS NECESSARY

For Baptists, Adventists and Disciples
In Order to Federation

"Say »e w, A Federation, to all them to whom this people shall say, ¢ Federation; neither
fear ye their fear, nor be afraid.”’—Isaiah 8:12.

NUMER»I’CALLY Baptists, Adven-
tists and Disciples represent
more than one-third of the Prot-
estants of the United States. What
they must yield for Church Federation
is therefore an important question. All
three of these systems are built upon
the Congregational platform, - which
recognizes as Scriptural the independ-
ence of each congregation as to its
own creed in all matters of faith and
Church order.

These bodies of <Christians, there-
fore, could not join the Federation as
denominations. The only method by
which they could give adherence
would be either by abandoning their
Pprinciples of independence for which,
they have so long contended, or else
by remaining quiescent while their
ministers through Councils and Con-
ferences essay to act for them. And
here it should be noted that the mem-
bership of these large Christian bodies
have more and more during the past
thirty-five years shown their willing-
ness to have their ministers regulate
their affairs, even though contrary to
their a.vowed principles of Church
Government,

But it is from the standpoint of doc-
trines rather than Church government
that we shall examine our subject. As
we progress we shall find that some of
the doctrines once considered all-im-

‘portant can in the light of our day be

laid aside as obsolete—as hindrances
in every sense of the word. Caution,
however, would suggest that for every-
thing discarded as wunscriptural the
truthful substitute should be found—
otherwise our progress would be to-
ward the destruction, not only of the
bad of our creeds of the past, but also
of their good features.

Doctriral Surrender of Baptists

Baptists will find little to dispute
with their co-religionists of the Fed-
eration along general doctrinal lines;
their chief difficulty will be in the mat-
ter of what constitutes Christian bap-
tism—the necessity of water immer-
sion to admission to Church member-
ship. For years this doctrine has been
even more tenaciously held than_ is
generally realized.

Our Baptist brethren hold to justi-
fication by faith as a first or prelimi-
nary step which the sinner must take.
But they equally hold that this is not
the final step—that the step of sacri-
fice, the step of regeneration must fol-
low in order to salvation. And a bap-
tism in water they recognize as an in-
dispensable outward indication of this
regeneration. Hence it 1is standard
Baptist doctrine, both = North and
South in all Baptist Churches with
rare exceptions, that no unimmersed
person should be esteemed a member of
Christ’s Church.

In a word, faith and reformatxon are
steps of justification, but water immer-
sion is the door into Christ. Only those
who pass through this door are mem-
bers of the Church of Christ from this
viewpoint; hence, counsistently, none
others are invited to partake of the
Eucharist—the Lord’s Supper. The ar-
gument is that this Supper, symboliz-
ing death with Christ, was offered only
to the consecrated and accepted mem-
bers of Christ’s Church.

What Baptists No Longer Believe

YLike the rest of us, our Baptist
friends have been in the past rather
fllogical in all matters religious and
doctrinal; so much so that many of
them have never realized the full
meaning of their doctrine, The mean-
ing was grasped in the long ago, but
has generally been lost sight of within
the last fifty years.

It is this: Since water immersion is
the evidence of obedience to Divine
instruction and since all of “the elect”
are not only instructed of God but
obedient to him, therefore those not
baptized in water are not of God’s
elect—are not members in his Church.
And this in turn, according to Baptist
doctrine, implies that all not immersed
in water are outside of the Church—
outside of the number of “the elect’—
outside of God’s favor—outside of the
salvation provided 1in Christ—and
therefore inside the damnation and
eternal torment which Baptist doc-
trines imply have been foreordained
for the eternal torture of all the non-
elect.

Do our Baptist friends who meet
unimmersed Christians of (other de-
nominations in the walks of life from
day to day really believe that the lat-
ter are on their way to an eternity
of torture? Most assuredly they do
not! But this is merely because they
are illogical, like the rest of us. They

.declarations is,

are as illogical as their brethren of
other denominations. They have out-
grown at least this feature of the
teachings of the “dark ages” handed
down to them by well-meaning but
less enlightened forefaihers.

One glance at the matter will suffice
to show our Baptist brethren that the
very strongest features of their teach-
ing need @some revision. However
fundamental may be the doctrine of
baptism, some of their conclusions re-
specting it will be greatly advantaged
by a liberal pruning. But caution
should be used. The Bible should be
consulted. We offer the suggestion
that too hasty a rejection af water
immersion would be a mistake—that
the proper course for our Baptist
friends is to study the Scriptures
afresh on this subject.

‘What wonderful advantages are now
at the command of all Bible students!
They have marginal references by
which one passage throws light upon
another. They have also cancordances,
glossaries, indexes, and all manner of
helps for Bible study. Owur forefathers
before the Reformation were generally
illiterate. And even had they pos-
sessed education the pen-written Bi-
bles were expensive and obtainable
only in the Latin language., Indeed it
is within only the last few years that
Bibles have become cheap and plenti-
ful and the masses able to read them.

What Must Adventists Concede?

The doctrine of the Second Advent
of Christ is common to all denomina-
tions. And the Adventist belief that
at that time the earth will be burned
up is also a feature of all the various
creeds. Many adventists have aban-
doned the thought that the Savior's
second appearing is at hand. And
many more are abandoning the thought
that when he appears Adventists alone
will be saved and all the remainder of
mankind will participate in the de-
struction and burning which shall then
engulf the earth.

‘It should not be difficult for them tu
realize that there is no great neces-
sity for controversy along the lines of

-the time of Christ’'s coming, since they

acknowledge themselves completely in
the dark on that subject. Neither can
we suppose that after thoughtful con-
sideration they should feel justified in
assuming. that they alone are “the
elect.” Let us hope that with broad-
ening sentiment they are more and
more realizing that there are saints
and sinners in their own number, as
well as in all denominations and as
well as in the world; and that “the
Lord knoweth them that are his” and
will care for them regardless of de-
nominational lines.

But for that portion of Adventists
which considers the keeping of the
Seventh Day of the week the all-im-
portant part of Christianity, we see no
ground for Federation, unless, indeed,
they may choose to get about the dif-
ficulty by counting the calendar the
other way around the world. Thus
they might bring their Seventh Day
into harmony with what others term
the First Day. Or, by counting the
calendar in the opposite direction they
may still keep their Seventh Day and
realize that others are keeping the
same day, though calling it the First
Day.

Disciple Doctrines to Be Voided.

Undoubtedly Alexander Campbell
was a good man with a great head.
And undoubtedly many of a similar
class following his lead are today
known as Disciples or Christians.
TUndoubtedly these are following close-
ly to apostolic customs in the matter
of <Church organization, which in
many respects is beautiful in its sim-
plicity. Doctrinally they claim most
faithfully to stand by the Word of
God alone. And one of their familiar
“When -the Word of
God speaketh we speak; when the
‘Word of God is silent we are silent.”

But this Dbeautiful simplicity of
theory our Disciple friends have found
difficult to work out in practice. Hence
we find them as strongly intrenched
behind unwritten creeds as are others
behind elaborated creeds. These are
inculcated through the writings of
their standard authorities—including
the editors of their leading journals.
“Diseinles” hold most tenaciously as
the Bible teachinhg that baptism in
water is indispensable to the remission
of sins. This doctrine is supported by
several Bible texts which declare,
“Arise and be baptized and wash
away thy sinsg”; “Baptism unto repent-
ance and remission of sins,” etec.

Before pointing out their misappli-

cations of these texts let us note the
facts that according to their theory
all others of mankind, Christians, Jews
and heathen, who have not been im-
mersed have not had their sins washed
away. Consequently such are yet in
their sins. Consequently such are lost.
And lost, according to the general un-
derstanding of Disciples and other
Christians, signifies shut out of heaven
—shut out of Paradise—shut into hell
and its eternal torment.

Do our Disciple friends act as
though they believe this teaching?
Dc they spend all of their time and
energy and money in seeking to bring
fellow-Christians into water baptism
for the remission of sins and escape
from eternal torture? Assuredly they
do not. Hence we are justified in
supposing that like our Baptist friends
they have not taken seriously and log-
ically their own doctrines. Rather
they have assented to them thought-
lessly. It would appear to us, there-
fore, that doctrinally our Disciple
friends might easily be prevailed upon
to abandon their peculiar tenet to the
extent ‘that it would not hinder them
from 1losing their identity as advo-
cates of “baptism for the remission of
sins” and merging themselves or fed-
erating with others.

To assist them out of their difficulty
we remind them that all the Scripture
they cite in support of immersion for
the remission of sins belonged to the
Jews, and none of it to Gentiles. The
Jews were exhorted by John the Bap-
tist and others to renounce sin, to
return to harmony with Moses’ Law,
and to show .this change of character
by water immersion.

But those Ephesians who believed in
Christ and whom Apollos baptized for
the remission of sins did not receive
the holy Spirit. St. Paul explained to
them that their baptism was an im-
proper one—that they as Gentiles re-
quired an immersion into Christ
(Acts xix, 1-7; Romans vi, 3).

Baptist. Union Not Federation

In a former article we suggested to
Presbyterians, Congregationalists and
Methodists a union of heart and head
as better than federation, so now we
suggest to the denominations whose
doctrines we are here considering.
‘What we shall suggest respecting bap-
tism will apply to all Christians.

All Christians agree that Jesus and
his Apostles taught baptism, and thus
it is written: “One Lord, one Faith,
one Baptism” (Eph. 4:5). We can-
not here elaborate, but merely suggest
that nowhere in the Scriptures is in-
fant baptism commanded or urged.  The
expression, “Believe and be baptized,”
implies a mental development capable
of belief beyond that which infants
possess.

The original pretext for introducing
infant baptism was set forth by St.
Augustine, who urged that as.all man-
kind were going to eternal torture ex-
cept the Church, it was necessary to
get infants into the Chureh; and bap-
tism was set forth as the door-way.
All parents, of course, were anxious
that their children should be immersed
into the Church and saved from eter-
nal torture. And those good wishes
were certainly commendable, even if -
unnecessary.

Subsequently immersion was declar-
ed to be unnecessary and sprinkling
became its substitute with all. The
thought of preservation from eternal
torment thereafter attached to the
sprinkling. Although our minds have
broadened, so that comparatively few
believe St. Augustine’s presentation,
nevertheless - the custom of infant
sprinkling continues with more or less-
of fear to abandon it for the child’s
sake.

Who will dispute that St. Pauls
words of Romans 6:3-5 are the clear-
est presentation of the import of bap-
tism furnished us in the. Bible! The
passage is cited in proof of every the-
ory of baptism, yet it supports only ,
ene—the true one. Notice that it does
not say, as many suppose, So many of -
us as were baptized into Jesus Christ .
were baptized into water. It does say,
“So many of us as were baptized into
Jesus Christ were baptized into his
death.,”” Is there not a difference?
That difference is the explanation of
all of our difficulty on this "subject.
The clearing of it away furnishes the
foundation for harmony between all;
and not merely for harmony, but for
union amongst all classes of conse-
crated Christians. )

Consider the passage critically.
First, immersion into Christ signifies
to the justified believer his immersion
into, his burial into, the Body of
Christ as a member of “the Church
which is his Body” (Eph. 1:22, 23).
The Apostle sets forth <clearly a
distinction between the Church and
the world and between the salvation
of the Church and the salvation of the
world. The Church are “the elect” of
the Lord, called and chosen; and if
faithful, they will be members of
the glorious Church bevond the wvail.
She, as the Bride of Christ, will be his
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«companion and Queen during the
Mediatorial reign of glory for the
blessing of the world—for the blessing
of the non-elect.

Baptism Into Christ’s Death

St. Paul not only tells us of our
need to be thus immersed into mem-
bership in the Body of Christ, but he
proceeds to tell us how that member-
ship can be Dbrought about. The
words, “Baptism into his death” ex-
plain the matter. How strange that
we ever thought these words signified
water immersion! OQur eyes are now
opened! Plainly, now, we see that
“into his death” signifies our partici-
pation with our Lord Jesus in suf-
fering for righteousness, in self-denials,
self-sacrificings of the same character
as those endured by the Master.

It is true indeed that the whole
world suffers pain, sorrow, disappoint-
ment, etc.; yet our Lord suffered dif-
ferently from all others, and our dying
must correspond to his. He suffered,
the Just for the unjust. The holy,
harmless, undefiled One laid down his
life sacrificially, voluntarily, joyfully.
And we, to share in his death, to be
“baptized into his death,” must do the
same.

True, Jesus was spotless, while we
are members of the fallen race. But

" we are justified through faith in his
blood. And .hence we have in the
Divine sight through him a standing
0of human perfection or justification.
This standing is granted to us or im-
puted to us for the very purpose of
permitting us to sacrifice our human
rights and earthly interests as he sac-
rificed his. The “elect” are to be dead
with him, that in the resurrection they
may live with him and be like him and
share his glory, honor and immortality.
By consecration we present our bodies
living sacrifices holy and acceptable to
God, as the Apostle declares (Rom.
12:1). Thus we are “immersed into
his death” and thus we become mem-
bers of his Body.

Whoever fails to be thus immersed
into Christ’'s death will fail of the
membership in his Body—will fail to
be of his elect Church, his Bride. The
difference between being dead with
Adam and being dead with Christ is
very great. By nature we are all dead
with Adam. He was a sinner, con-
demned. We as his offspring are the
same. It was necessary therefore that
we should by faith be lifted out of
this condition of death with Adam, in
order that by consecration of all earth-
1y interests we might become dead
with Christ. Thus we share with him
his sacrificial death and, by participa-
tion in “his resurrection,” will also be-
come sharers of his Kingdom glory.

Jesus’ Baptism Ended on the Cross

Ridding ourselves, then, of the un-
scriptural theory of an eternal torment
awaiting the non-elect, may mnot all
Christians perceive the reasonableness
of the Divine proposition to bless the
world through the elect? As Jesus by
his sacrifice was made Head of the
Church, so all who will be his members
must share his spirit of self-sacrifice—
death to the world and earthly inter-
ests, Only such may share with him
in his Messianic Xingdom work of
blessing, uplifting, - instructing, assist-
ing all of the non-elect.

Many. of the non-elect under the
fuller light and better opportunities
©0f the Mediatorial reign will turn from
sin to righteousness, from death to
life eternal. This “baptism into death”
with its blessed reward excludes none
of any denomination. It includes in
the Church of the elect those of every
denomination and of no denomination
who comply with its conditions of faith
and obedience and consecration unto
death.

‘Was not this our Lord’s baptism as
he described it? Just before his cru-
cifixion he said, “I have a baptism to
be baptized with, and how I am strait-
ened (troubled) wuntil it be accom-
plished!” His baptism dated from his
consecration at Jordan, but it was not
fully “accomplished” until on the cross
he cried, “It is finished”—his baptism
into death was finished.

Was not this baptism into death
what he referred to when speaking to
his disciples? James and John re-
quested that they might sit on his right
hand and left hand in the Kingdom. In
reply Jesus said, ‘“Are ye able to be
baptized with the baptism that | am
baptized with?” Surely he did not re-
fer to a water immersion! Surely he
did refer to his baptism into death,
and meant his Apostles to understand
that only by sharing in his baptism
into ‘death could they hope to sit with
him in his Throne (Mark 10:37).

With this reasonable, logical, Scrip-
tural view of baptism before our minds
which of us would be inclined to dis-
pute over the form of the symbol or in
respect to the class of persons who
should properly use the symbol? Sure-
ly none would claim that infants could
thus believe and thus consecrate to
death! Surely all would agree that a
symbolical immersion into water such

as was practised by the early Church,
according to all the records, would be
the most reasonable, most beautiful,
most appropriate method e¢f symboliz-
ing the real baptism into Christ—int
his death. ‘

merely to federate!

Let wus, not be content
Let us unite our
hearts and heads and hands as mem-
bers of the Body of Christ; let us be
baptized with his baptism, into his
death!

therefore,

EPISCOPALIANS, CATHOLICS, LUTHERANS

What These Creeds Surrender |
To Enter the Church Federation Proposed

“Say ye not, A Federation, to all them to whom this people shall say, a Federation; neither
fear ye their fear, nor be afraid.”—Isaiah 8:12. :

I the three oldest denominations
of Christendom—Episcopalians,
Catholics and Lutherans—the latter
have least to surrender. Their tenac-
ity for the Word of God they may still
maintain, -even though others of the
federated bodies might more and more
abandon the Holy Scriptures, under

leadership of the Universities, Colleges

and Seminaries teaching Higher-Criti-
cism-Infidelity and the Evolutien the-
ory.
The Federation nevertheless would
still permit Lutherans and others to
love and reverance the Word of God
and yet be in fellowship. Almighty
God, the Son of God and the holy
Spirit, firmly believed in by Lutherans,
would all be acknowledged. with more
or less of mental reservation by all
the denominations associated in the
Federation. .Nothing along these lines
would need to be abandoned. Even
Luther’s plea of consubstantiation in
the HEucharist may be held without ob~
jection. Even the honor of being the
first denomination of the Reformation
might still be held. We conclude, then,
that Lutherans would not be required
to sacrifice anything.

Some Things in Common

Episcopalians - and Catholics have
some things in common. They each
claim to represent the original apos-
tolic Church. They each claim
(through their bishops in the laying on
of hands) apostolic guthority. 'Their
common claim is that all other denom-
inations of Christians whatsoever, are
false churches without Divine author-
ity and hence not to be recognized or
tolerated. Accordingly no minister of
another denomination would be per-
mitted to preach either in a Catholic
or an Hpiscopalian pulpit. And if by
mischance such a circumstance should
occur it would be considered neces-
sary to purge the sacred spot by a
kind of re-consecration. From the
standpoint of these denominations all
others are heretics; but, they say, not
willingly so, but ignorantly so.

Here note the fact that a cleavage is
in process amongst Episcopalians. A
minority, termed high-churchmen, are
gradually separating Romeward, while
the majority are sharing the senti-
ments of other Protestants, to the ef-
fect that the matter of ‘“‘apostolic suc-
cession” is probably less important
than their forefathers supposed.

For the purposes of this discussion
we may without offense ignore the
high-church minority and say that the
Scriptures which plainly foretell the
perfecting of Church Federation indi-
cate that it will include Episcopalians,
but will not include Catholics. Never-
theless the intimation is that while
the Federation will be a Protestant
one, it will not be anti-Catholic. On
the contrary, the two great systems,
Catholic and Protestant, will frater-
nize and co-operate along various lines
—egpecially in the manipulation of so-
cial and political influences.

Episcopals Sacrifice a,Little Pride

The breadth of the Episcopal creed
will not call for particular sacrifices
in Federation, if only their pride on
the subject of apostolic succession can
be satisfied.
admit that no particular wisdom or
holiness has been communicated from
generation to generation, from bishep
to bishop and from bishop to lower
clergy through the laying on of hands.
They are willing to admit that there
have been men as wise and others as
foolish outside as inside their Com-
munion. .

They are willing to admit that no
greater light upon the Word of God
and its meaning has come down to
humanity through its channels than
through outside channels. They are
willing to admit that their clergy have
no more of Divine Grace and Truth,
Wisdom and Power than have others
of God’s people, both clergy and laity,
outside their boundaries.

Hence they are willing, nay, ~—xious,
for Federation, and ask only that their
“face be saved,” by some acknowl-
edgment of the long idolized thought
that ability to expound the Scriptures
and the Grace of God in expounding
them could be had only through their
channel. They have no desire to prove

They are all prepared to -

their claim to superior grace and truth
by measuring swords of the Spirit
with other ministers,

Up to the present time Episcopalians
decline to be parties to the Federa-
tion unless their special claim be in
some sense or degree recognized. Pride
says it would never do to retract now
all that the denomination has stood
for in separation for centuries. They
would urge Christians of the other de-
nominations, especially the clergy, to
consider the advantage which would
accrue to the Federation by having all
Protestant ministers accept their ordi-
nation. They do not claim that it
would make them wiser or better men,
nor more efficient teachers, either of
truth or error. But they do claim that
it would give them an authority in the
eyes of the people and give color and
reasonableness to the -Federation of
many churches with discordant creeds
posing as one church in the Federa-
tion arrangement.

The Common People Thinking More

The argument is, “The common peo-
ple, the laity,” are disposed more than
ever to think for themselves on relig-
ious subjects and to study the Bible
for themselves, If, therefore, as min-
isters, you desire to hold the people in
check so that they shall not think for
themselves you would do well to con-
cede the claim of apostolic succession
—that no one is permitted to interpret
or teach the Bible except those who
have received apostolic benediction.

It was disregard of this claim of
apostolic benediction which led to free-
dom of thought on religicus subjects
and ultimately led to the formation of
the various sects. You should now
seek to restrict further investigation of

-the Bible and further interpretation of

it by accepting our theory, by permit-
ting us to grant you recognition in
some simple form of the rights of apos-
tolic authority through our bishops.
If you do not do so you will more
and more lose your hold on the people,
for we are coming more and more to a
time of individual thought on every
topic.

The Scriptures intimate that this
argument will ultimately prevail and
great Protestant denominations be
thus vitalized and, in co-operation with
Catholicism, for a short while domi-
nate Christendom socially and politi-
cally, crushing out individual thought
and negativing and black-listing all re-
ligious teachers outside the Federation
and its Catholic Ally. From this stand-
point the Episcopal system will lose
nothing, but even be a gainer of pres-
tige through the Federation.

What Catholics Would Surrender

For Catholics to join the Federation
would signify the surrender of a great
deal, and yet, in the light of the Twen-
tieth Century, surely much could be
surrendered without any sacrifice of
manhood—merely with the sacrifice of
a little pride. For the Church at Rome
to federate with the Protestant
Churches would mean that they ceas-
ed to protest and that she relinquished
her peculiar claims:

(1) That she alone is the Church of
Christ and has authority to instruct.

(2) That she is more than a Church
or prospective Kingdom—that to her
has been committed by God the ruler-
ship of the world in respect to all mat-
ters temporal and spiritual, hence that
she is the reigning Kingdom of God.

(3) That her Pope is the authorized
representative of Christ, anointed and
commissioned of God to fulfil all the
prophecies of the Scriptures resnecting
the reign of Christ, his Mediatorial
Kingdom, etc. This claim of Papacy
that the Pope’s reign is de facto the
reign of Christ is expressed in the
declaration that he is the Vice-gerent
of Christ—the one reigning instead of
Christ.

(4) The doctrine of trans-substan-
tiation—that by the blessing of a priest
the ordinary bread and wine are trans-
muted into the actual soul of Christ—
(his flesh and his blood) for sacrifice
afresh in each celebration of the Mass.

Whatever may have. been true in the
remote past, assuredly our Catholic
friends can no longer claim that all
the purity, all the faithfulness to God,
all the sanctity of life amongst be-

lievers in Christ are to be found in
her communion. St. Paul declares, “If .
any man have not the Spirit of Christ
he is none of his.” Surely all Chris-
tians admit this standard and the cor-
rectness of the Apostle’s teaching.

Hence the ignoring and setting aside
of all creeds and barriers which have
heretofore hindered the Unity of the
Church of Christ might be possible.
Thus the first Catholic objection might
easily be removed in favor of Federa-
tion, or, still better, in favor of Union.
As our Episcopalian friends fail to
prove that the apostolic succession to
ordination gave either greater wisdom
or more grace to their clergy than to
other ministers of the Gospel, might
not our Catholic friends reasonably ad-
mit the same?

A Claim Now Easy to Lay Aside

The second claim that Papacy is
God’s Kingdom, that the Popes reign
successively as Christ’s Vice-gerent,
should not be difficult for Catholics of
our day to lay aside. However strong-
ly it was held in the dark past it is
surely little appreciated by Catholics
to-day. No longer-do the Popes domi-
nate the civil rulers of Christendom.
And no longer do the people consider
it wise that they should do so.

More and more the masses appreci-.
ate the fact that the original kingdom
of earth was given to father Adam and
that mankind as his children are the
natural heirs of the inheritance. More
and more the people are disposed to
consider popes, czars, emperors and
kings as merely figure-heads, without
any real title or authority from heaven
to rule or to coerce the people. More
and more the masses demand Con-
gresses, Parliaments, Reichstags and
Doumas. And more and more do they
demand that these shall reflect the
sentiments of the people in civil and
religious matters.

The day of darkness and ignorance
in which the people believed that popes
and kings were Divinely appointed to
crule them with Divine authority has
gone by. General intelligence has
taught mankind that it is a mistake
to suppose that one God-appointed
king and kingdom were Divinely ap-
pointed to wipe another Divinely ap-
pointed king and kingdom off the face
of the earth. Hence popes and kings
now admit that they reign by a popu-
lar sufferance, and their appeals for
money, for armies and navies, is no
longer on the score that they were
Divinely instructed to obliterate each
other, but on the score of self-defense.

-Divine Appointment Not Believed

This claim, however, wholly destroys
the argument that we are now or ever
in the past have been under Christ’s
Kingdom, either direct or through the
bopes. Neither now nor at any other
time in the world’s history has there
been a reign of righteousness such as
the Scriptures declare Christ’'s King-
dom shall inaugurate. May we not,
then, with good grace—Catholics and
Protestants—admit that neither our
Catholic popes, emperors and kings,
nor our Protestant kings, emperors and
heads of Churches are reigning with
any Divine authority manifest to hu-
man judgment?

Let us humbly admit the nonsense
of the legends on our coins, Catholic
and Protestant, to the effect that kings
and popes reign by the grace of God—
by Divine appointment. Let us rather
say that they came into power through
the exercise of brute force and in a
time of common public ignorance. Nor
by this do we mean any disrespect to
the governments of to-day—rather we
have shown that to-day the people are
ruling through their Congresses, Par-
liaments, Reichstags, etc., and that the
kings and emperors are mere figure-
heads of power, more or less useful and
dependent upon the good-will of their
people,

If it be asked how we shall account
for the period of the dark ages and
autocratic and devilish misrule, our
reply would be to point to the Apostle’s
words. He declares that Satan is the
god or ruler of this world, who now
operates through the disobedient—
through those not in harmony with
God, who constitute the vast majoritv
in Christendom and elsewhere. And
we remind  you that our Lord Jesus
also spoke of Satan as being the Princ~
of this world or age (John 12:31), an?
of himself as the Prince or Ruler 2
Ae

the coming Age, the Millennial
(John 18:36). . :

Ah, yes! the sooner both Catholics
and Protestants admit what they and
all the world now see, the better—
namely, that for a long time our great
Adversary held us in a bondage of
ignorance and: superstition, in getting
free from which many bright minds
have reacted towards infidelity, be-
cause they did not see that many of
the teachings of the past, both Cath-
olic and Protestant, were not only ir-
rational, but most positively unscrip-
tural teachings of men, and, as St.
Paul declared, “doctrines of demons”
(1 Timothy 4:1).



Not Vice-gerent Christ

In view of the foregoing—in view of
the fact that the Divine titles of all
kings and emperors are now abrogat-
ed, papacy need feel no special dis-
grace to her.cause in similarly abro-
gating the claim that the popes reign
as representatives of Christ or have
authority so to do. Indeed, such a
claim is more safely denied than held,
for in the light of our day papacy's
best friends cannot look into the past
and point with prlde to any achieve-
ments as properly representing the
reign of the Prince of Peace—Imman-
uel. In the light of the present all of
God’s people, Catholics and Protestants
of every shade, should rejoice to join
in the Lord’s Prayer—“Thy Kingdom
come; thy will be done on earth as it
is done in heaven.,” Surely this is
what all saints of all denominations
should desire and pray for and labor
for.

Not that we can hope to bring it to
pass of ourselves, however. Nearly
nineteen centuries of efforts show to
the contrary. Even our last century
of great missionary endeavor, Catholic
and Protestant, proves this. United
States statistics show that in the year
1800 there were six hundred millions
_of heathens, and that in the year 1900
their numbers had doubled—there were
twelve hundred millions of heathens,
‘While continuing our exertions on be-
half of the heathens abroad and at
home, let us tie our faith to the Apos-
tle’s words and “wait for God’'s Son
from heaven” (1 Thess. 1:10).

At the second coming of Christ and
the glorification of his Church, “his
elect,” “his saints,” gathered from all
denominations, Catholic and Protes-
tant (and some from outside of. all
of them)—only then will the glorious
reign of Christ and the Church begin.
Only then will the spiritual Seed of
Abraham be complete and the work of
blessing the unregenerate world begin
—the Messianic Xingdom work—the

overthrow of Satan and his empire—,

the scattering of darkness, ignorance
and superstition whieh he fostered—
the flooding of the earth with the light
of the knowledge of the glory of God
—the restoration of natural Israel to
Divine favor—the bringing in of ever-
lasting righteousness through a men-
tal, physical and moral uplift. Who-
ever then shall refuse all those bless-
ings and privileges will be destroyed
from. amongst the people. Thus event-
ually in the close of the new dispensa-
tion God’s will shall be “done on earth
even as it is done in heaven”—as fully,
as completely. This is the “Kingdom
of God’s dear Son” for which we wait
and pray. And however good or bad
other kingdoms, temporal or spiritual,
have been, we need no longer consider
them substitutes for this one which
shall. be the “desire of all nations”
(Haggai 2:7).

Trans substantlahon, Masses,
tory

‘We are free to admit that the Catho-
lic doctrines of Trans-substantiation,
Masses and Purgatory would be diffi~
cult for our Catholic friends to aban-
don for the sake of Federation or for
any other reason. Nevertheless we be-
lieve that in the light of our day there
is more to be learned upon these im-
portant doctrines.

Without agreeing with these doc-
trines—without claiming Catholic affil-
iation, let us here say that the Catholic
doctrine of Purgatory, which lies at
the foundation of these three, is in
many respects more rational than our
Protestant doctrine of eternal torture.
It would surely be more God-like to
provide some way of escape for the
millions of humanity  than to leave
thousands of millions uselessly in un-
tellable anguish to all eternity.

"Summing up, then, we find that
Tutherans would have nothing to lose
by Federation—nothing to surrender,
except a little pride. Episcopalians like-
wise will find Federation to cost them
little, They can well afford to join
+he Federation, especially on terms up-
on which they insist—the recognition
of ‘the apostolic succession. And this
they can afford to concede in its very
mildest form,  realizing that it has
never specmlly advantaged them any-
way and is impossible of demonstra-
tion, in view of the fact that the Scrip-
tures declare that there are but twelve
apostles of the Lamb and symbolically
show only a twelve-star crown to the
Church during this Age and only
twelve foundations to the New Jerusa-
lem—the Church in glory. How then
could bishops either possess or give
apostolic blessings? (Rev. 12:1; 21:14.)

DO NOT FEDERATE—UNITE

. Reminding all that our text opposes
Federation,  we conclude by advis-
ing the Protestant Christian Com-
munions discussed foregoing not to
be content with Federation, but to
go the entire length of TUnion—
dropping all their pet ideas and
acknowledging as fellow-Christians
ard fellow-members of the Body
of Christ, the Church, all who acknowl-
edge Jesus as their Savior, their Re-

Purga-

‘olic Christians,

deemer, and who turn from the ways
of sin and to the best of their ability
walk in the path of righteousness, and

selves to the ILiord. These are and
ever should be ONE in the most abso-
lute sense possible, both now and be-

who make full consecration of them- yond the veil

The Church Militant’s Surrender to the
Church Triumphant

“Say ye not, A Federation, to all them to whom this people shall say, o Federation; neither
fear ye their fear, nor be afraid.”—Isaiah 8:12.

AVING viewed what the leading,

denominations would need to sac-’
rifice in the interest of Federation, we
come now to the final discussion of
this series—The Church Militant and
Triumphant and her interest in the
Federation movement. Let us en-
deavor to take so broad a view of this
subject that there will be no room for
disagreement on the part of true
Christians of any denomination.

The term Church Militant signifies
the Church in warfare, struggling with
the powers of evil, while the Church
Triumphant signifies the Church vic-
torious, glorious, joined with her Lord,
the Heavenly Bridegroom, as his Bride
and Queen in the great Mediatorial
Kingdom soon to bless and uplift the
world of mankind., It should further
be added that while in this discussion
we have considered the various de-
nominations of Christendom and their
creeds, we must now ignore all human
systems and creeds. We must take the
broad, general ground of the Secrip-
tures and recognize only one Church. .

Nor may we make the mistake of
saying that the one Church is one Sect.
No sect, no denomination, however
great and influential and numerous
and rich, either in sordid or historic
wealth, can be conceded the right to
appropriate the name which our Lord
gave to all truly his disciples. Surely
rone of us is sectarian enough to dis-
pute this premise. We must learn to
recognize the Church of Christ from
the same viewpoint as does the Head
of the Church. We must learn the
force of St. Peter’s words to Cornelius,
“0Of a truth I perceive that God is no
respecter of persons; but in every na-
tion he that feareth him and worketh
righteousness is accepted with him”
(Acts 10:34,35).

Taking, therefore, the Secriptural
view of the Church, we recognize it
as the “Body of Christ” of many mem-
bers, over which he is the Head. It is
composed of consecrated followers of
Christ irrespective of all denomina-
tional lines—those who,
sin, -accept Jesus as their Redeemer,
through whom they have forgiveneéss
of sins and reconciliation to the Father
—those who have become disciples of
Christ, taking up their cross to follow
him and who have received the beget-
ting of the holy Spirit.

Who could dispute that these are
the Church of Christ? Who shall say
that they must belong to this Com-
munion or that, or lose their relation-
ship to the Head, Christ Jesus? The
Apostles never referred to Baptist
Christians, Methodist Christians, Cath-
Presbyterian Chris-
tians, etc.,, but merely to those whom
we have described and whom they styled
saints—“the Church of the living God,

-whose names are written in heaven”

(Hebrews 12:23; 1 Timothy 3:15). Let
us keep strictly within the lines of
God’s Word and avoid the errors of the
past. Let us today consider this
Church as the Church Militant and
prospectively the Church Triumphant.

The Church Militant

If we all agree that we have before
our minds the real Church, the Church
of the New Testament, let us notice
that there is a nominal Church also
and that we are not competent to fully
determine which are the real and
which are the nominal Christians ex-
cept by the test which our Lord has
given—*“by their fruits ye shall know
them.”

‘While the real Church of fully con-
secrated believers, faithful to the Lord
and his Word and the principles of
righteousness, is represented by a
very small number, there is a nominal
Church related thereto as is a shell to
the kernel of a nut. The nominal
Church includes those whose manner
or whose attendance on worship im-
plies a relationship to Christ without
having gone the length of a full faith-
acceptance of him in sacrifice, perhaps
without having fully turned from sin
even in their hearts, and without hav-
ing made a full consecration to serve
the Lord.

This nominal mass may be sub-
divided into believers who are favor-
ably disposed toward Christ and
righteousness; others who regard the
Church as merely a moral club de-
signed for social and moral benefit
or influence upon the world, by coun-
teracting sinful influences; still others,
bitter at heart, sinful and selfish, hav-
ing no faith whatever in Jesus and no

turning from

wcare whatever for morality and using

‘the name of Christ hypocritically,
merely ‘as a garment to deceive, that
they may -the better gain their ends.
Thus we find the nominal Church to
consist of:

(1) Hypocrites; (2) Moralists; (3)
Indifferents; (4) Seekers after godli-
ness; (5) The true Church; “the sanc-
tified in Christ Jesus” (1 Corinthians
1:2)—"“members of the Body of Christ”
—prospective members of the Church
Triumphant.

Fightings Without and Within-

Every member of “the Church of the
first-born” was called “to suffer with
Christ” that he may be also later
glorified with him in the Messianic
Kingdom. Only those who will stand
the test of faithfulness under suffer-
ings, trials, crosses, self-sacrifices,
have the promise of sharing with
Christ the-glories of the Church Tri-
umphant. “If we be dead with him,
we shall also live with him; if we suf-
fer with him, we shall also reign with
him;
us” (2 Timothy 2:11, 12).

But why should the Church fight?
Is she not commanded to live peace-
ably with all? Are not Christians ex-
horted to war not with carnal weapons
and to be smitten on both  cheeks,
rather than to return evil for evil?
‘Where, then, comes in the fight? Who
are the foes? Surely none would as-
sail a non-resistant!

We reply that the facts do not bear
out that suggestion. Our Lord and his
Apostles were peaceable and non-re-
sistant, obedient to kings and laws,
and yet they suffered violent deaths,
as well as stripes and imprisonment.
They had their names cast out as evil.
And those who persecuted and ma-
ligned them verily thought that they
did God service.

Human nature is the same today.

- Notwithstanding the fact that heretic-

roasting has become unpopular and
intolerable to the world, there are
methods of privately and symbolically
roasting, slashing, wounding and kill-
ing practised by those estranged from
God, though sometimes highly es-
teemed of men and wearing vestments
only slightly less glorious than those
worn by Calaphas and Pilate.

“Who Scourgeth Every Son”

The Scriptures explain that. there is
a two-fold reason why Jesus and all
of his followers are required to suffer
for righteousness’ sake.

(1) It is requisite to their own char-
acter-development that they should
not only profess absolute loyalty to
God and to Truth, but that this loyalty
should be put to the test. Thus we
read of our Lord that though ‘“holy,
harmless, undefiled,” he was proved
perfect in his loyalty by the things
which he endured—by his obedience
even unto death, even the .gnominious
death of the cross. The same princi-
ple, the Scriptures assure us, operates
in connection with all whom God is
now calling to be Emmanuel’s asso-
ciates in the Mediatorial Kingdom.
They must suffer with him if they
would reign with him. They must
walk in his 'steps (Galatians 5:11;
6:12; 2 Thessalonians 1:5; 2 Timothy
1:12; 2:9, 12; 3:12).

(2) These experiences are designed
of God to qualify us to be judges of
the world during the Messianic Age—
that the Christ, Head and Body, may
be merciful and faithful towards the
people of the earth. Likewise it is
proper that the world should know
that its judges have thus been tempt-
ed and tried, and are able to sympa-
thize with them in their weaknesses
and in their endeavors for righteous-
ness—and more willing to help them
up, up, up to human perfection than to
consign them to the Second Death.

Although this conflict has lasted for
more than eighteen centuries it has
not been long for any single individual.
With the Master himself the trial
period was only three and a half years.

On the whole, as compared with eter-’

nity, the entire Gospel Age of Sacri-
fice, as the Master said, is but “a little
while” And as for the afflictions and
testings themselves, St. Paul gives the
proper thought, saying, that at most
they are “light afflictions, but for a
moment and not worthy to be com-
pared with the glory that shall be re-
vealed in us,” the overcomers (Romans

8:18).

if we deny him, he also will deny"

The Church Triumphant

The Church in- glory and in power
will contain no hypocrites and no
merely nominal Christians—only the
true, the saintly, the “sanctified in
Christ Jesus.” Nevertheless it will be
composed of two classes, as illustrated
by the DPriests and the Levites in
the type. (1) Jesus glorified, the anti-
typical High Priest, and his faithful
footstep followers, the antitypical un-
der-priesthood, otherwise his “Bride.”
Together these are styled a Royal
Priesthood, or a Kingdom of Priests.

St. Paul tells us that Melchizedek,
who was a priest upon his throne,
merely typified the Church Triumphant

—Head and Body—The Christ, “A
priest forever after the order of
Melchizedek'’—a, priest upon his

throne. During the New Dispensation
that glorious Priest, Head and Mem-
bers, will bless and uplift, rule and
judge, the world of mankind, with a
view to recovering as many as possi-
ble, as many as will obey him, from
the ruin of sin and death. During the
thousand years of the antitypical Mel-
chizedek reign all the families of the
earth will be blessed with opportuni-
ties of return to human perfection and
to earthly Paradise. The unwilling and
disobedient will be destroyed in the
Second Death. At the close of the
thousand years, Christ’'s Mediatorial
Kingdom will terminate.

(2) As the Levites were much more
numerous than their brethren, the
priests, so there is a corresponding
class in the Church styled “a great
company, whose number no man
knoweth,” in that they were not spe-
cially predestinated. These less earn-
est, less zealous than the faithful “lit-
tle flock,” will reach a plane of glory
through tribulation also, but with less
joy. These, we are told, will be with
the Bride as her companions. As Le-
vites they will serve God in his tem-
ple, but not be members of the tem-
ple class, the Priesthood. These will
have palm branches and be before the
Throne, while the Royal Priesthood
will have crowns and be in the throne
as members of the Body of Christ.
(Rev. 7:9; 3:21.)

The Church Militant’s Surrender

All the soldiers of the cross, expe-
riencing fightings without and within
against the powers of sin and dark-
ness and their own weaknesses, surely
long for the time of their “change” in
the “First Resurrection.” They long
for the time when this mortal shall
put on immortality; when this cor-
ruptible shall have put on incorrup-
tion; when we shall be like our Re-

deemer and see him as he is and share
his glory. P
Gladly, therefore, do all of God’s

consecrated people wait for the blessed
change promised at our Lord’s Second
Coming-—when that which is sown in
weakness shall be raised in power;
when - that which is sown in dishonor
shall be raised in glory; when that
which is sown an animal body shall be
raised a spirit body (1 Cor. 15:42-
44, 53, 54). Surely such, having prayed,
“Thy Kingdom come; thy will be done
on earth as in heaven,” are waiting for
the King and God’s time for establish-
ing his Kingdom for the blessing of
the world.

No wonder the Apostle wrote of
these, “Ourselves also, which have the
first-fruits of the Spirit, even we our-
selves groan within ourselves, waliting

-for the adoption, to wit, the redemp-

tion of our Body”—the Body of Christ,
the Church, through the power of the
“First Resurrection” change. This
will be our glad surrender to  the
Church Triumphant, when we shall
hear the Master’s voice saying, “Well
done, good and faithful servants; enter’
ve into the joys of your Lord. You
have been faithful over a few things,
I will make you ruler over many
things”—participants in the Messianie
Kingdom glory and its dominion of
earth for the uplifting of mankind (1
Cor. 6:2; Rev. 2:26).

Union or Federation—Which?

We ask, What advantage will acerue:
to the Church Militant through the on-
coming Federation? We reply that
great advantage will come to the saint-
ly few, not in the manner expected,
hut along the lines of the Divine
promise that “All things shall work to-
gether for good to them that love God
—to the called according to his pur-
pose.” The Church Federation, which
the Scriptures distinctly show us will
be effected, will include the various
classes already indicated:—(1) Hypo-
crites; (2) Moralists; (3) Indifferents;
(4) Followers afar off; (5) Saints.

But in the Federation the Moralists
and Higher Critics will be dominant
forces, The saintly will less than ever
be in evidence and appreciated. The
outward and apparent success of the
Federation will seem wonderful for a
moment, but the results will be disas-
trous.

The saintly few, guided by God’s
Word and holy Spirit, will awaken to.

(Concluded on second page, first column.)



— h_y * Q;

InterﬁationalﬁBible Students Association, Publiskers.

e

Vel. 1I1.

NEW YORK CITY

Ne. 3

Religious and Scientific

Gleanings.

AMERICAN TRACT SOCIETY’S RE-
PORT

The following item of news is going
the rounds of the public press. We
confess surprise that so wealthy an or-
‘ganization and one which receives so
many large legacies should not furnish
a more interesting report:—

“An interesting meeting of the Amer-
ican Tract Society, which was organ-
ized in 1825, was held in the Congre-
. gational Church in Greenwich, Conn.,
the home of the president, William
Phillips Hall, last week. A review was
given of the work of the society, now
in better condition than for some years
past, although its accomplishments
have always been notable. The eighty-
fifth .annual report, made by the Rev.
Dr. Judson Swift, general secretary,
has just been issued in neat pamphlet
form.  The balance sheet for the year
shows assets of $2,403,515; liabilities,
$1,552,422.47; excess of assets over lia-
bilities,” $851,092.53. Three life direc-
tors and fourteen life members were
constituted during the year covered in
the report. The cash appropriations
made for the year in Europe, Africa
and Asia were $5,300. The totals of
these appropriations in the society’s
history have been $774,012.43.”

WATCH TOWER BIBLE AND TRACT
SOCIETY’S REPORT

This Society is probably the most ac-
tive organization ever known in the
--wxorld along the lines of Tract.distribu~
tion and -home and foreign missionary
work. It apparently has no capital, but
merely uses as received monies volun-
tarily donated to its work. While other
societies are continually soliciting as-
sistance, both in public and from
Church pulpits and through private
@olicitations, this Society avers that it
never solicits money either publicly or
privately. Donations to its treasury
must come voluntarily or not at all. Its
officers receive no salary. Its numerous
missionaries receive no salaries—mere-~
1y their expenses are paid, and these on
@ very moderate scale. Their printing
is done in great quantities and at the
lowest prices. Nothing is ever bought
on credit. Only in proportion as the
Lord supplies the means is the work
pushed forward.
This Society’s annual report, briefly
“summarized, is as follows: o

It has about seventy missionaries,
home and foreign.
500,000 miles last year. They visited
more than 3,500 cities. They held more
than 11,000 meetings. This Society ex-
pended in the proclamation of the Gos-
pel in foreign countries $20,935.24. It
expended in the United States and
Canada $139,743.80. It put into ecircu-
lation more than 600,000 copies of
“Studies in the Scriptures,” otherwise
called Bible Keys—books for the assist-
ance of Bible Students to a proper un-
derstanding of God’s Word. In the
United States it circulated tons of free
literature in defense of the Bible and
to assist people to a proper study and
knowledge thereof. This amounted in
the English language to more than
350,000,000 of tract pages, and in the
foreign languages it circulated in this
country more than 6,000,000 of tract
pages. These almost inconceivable to-
tals bewilder the average mind. Be-
sides all this is the considerable work
which the Society did in India, South
Africa;, Australia and FEurope.

‘We congratulate the Society on its
immense work and the accomplishment
of it so economically. One is quite re-
minded of the feeding of. the multi-
tudes with the five barley loaves and
two small fishes.

FIFTY - SEVEN METHODIST
PREACHERS RESIGN

The September number of the Upper
Jowa Methodist Conference this year
faced the fact that fifty-seven “charges”
in the Conference have been vacated.
Newspapers say: “Fifty-seven men, the
greater number of them young and in

the prime of life, will quiit the ministry_

at this time to engage in secular lines
of work. Many of these men are only
a few years out of the, university and

They traveled over

seminary.

that the salary paid is not sufficient.”
* * *

Such a condition of things should not
cause astonishment. Nearly all of
the ministers that have been grad-

uated from all colleges and seminaries '

within the last fifteen years left the

Alma Mater Higher Critics—unbeliev-"

ers in the Bible—and many of them
skeptical as respects a personal God.
This is the general teaching of all the
colleges and seminaries, male and fe-
male—not openly and avowedly some-
times, but really and truly, neverthe-

less. If there are exceptions, they are
rare.
‘What incentive is there for the

preaching of a message, which the
preacher does not believe, from a text
which he considers uninspired and be-
lieves he could improve upon himself?
The motives must be either pride,
money, approbativeness or ease. The
world is holding out greater induce-
ments to-day along all these lines, for
clericalism is growing in disesteem and
it is becoming more and more difficult

‘to squeeze money out of unconsecrated

pockets.

How much ministers and peo-
ple both need the true Gospel, which
shows the harmony of Divine Justice,
Wisdom, Love and Power, and man-
kind the Divine inspiration of the
Bible, showing its complete harmony
with itself and with the true principles
of goglliness!

BAPTIST D. DS DISAGREE

‘We clip the following from the daily
press. - Comment is unnecessary:

“A  declaration by the ' Rev. .Dr.

‘Charles E. McClellan, pastor of the:

Fairhill Baptist Church, that-“Protest
antism in the United States is fast de-
caying and wiil soon be a thing of the
past,’ aroused a storm of protest at the
fifty-third session of the North Phila-
delphia Baptist Association, in the Fif-
tieth Baptist Church, at Seventh street
and Susquehanna avenue.

“Other ministers were on their feet
in an instant, declaring that Doctor
McClellan must be mistaken. Instead
of dying out, they said, Protestantism
is now at its zenith, with unbounded
opportunities for advancement.

“Doctor McClellan spoke on what he

called the decline of Protestantism
while making his report as chairman
of the missionary committee. ‘The
spirit of Protestantism is dying in the
United States, and it will soon be a
thing of the past,’ he said. ‘Philadel-
phia, both denominationally and re-
ligiously, is going to perdition at a
rapid rate.
‘“‘Recently I attended the services in
one of our churches, at which I had
been invited to speak. I found in at-
tendance nineteen adults and one child.
The same condition exists all over the
city. We have large, magnificent
churches, but small congregations,
showing that it is easy to get money,
but hard to get men.”

ELECTRICAL ENERGY DISCOV

’ ERED.

A scientific gentleman in England
startles the world with the declaration
that he has discovered a certain elec-
tric ray that can be focused like light
and be used to paralyze armies as easi-
ly and as quickly as though lightning
had desolated th=ir ranks. 'This new
weapon of destriction, it is said, has
been tendered to the British War De-
partment. It is called an “attribute
of high-frequency electric ecurrent,”
which can be separated and, by me-
chanical contrivance, be deflected and
aimed in much the same way as a
stream of water from a hose pipe. The
“Scientist” says:

“The most striking experiment of all
had a horse for its subject. By a me-
chanical device, which is, of course, a
secret invention, it was brought to
‘bear upon the horse at g range of four
miles. The results could not have been
more rapid or more destructive had
the range been four yards. The brute
staggered as though dazed by a blow
from some unseen hand, then fell stone
dead. The same thing would have hap-
pened had the range been doubled or
trebled, and the fate of a horse might
have been the fate of an army corps.”

Surely the increase of knowledge of
our day can be safely entrusted only
to perfect beings controlled by the Law
of Love, or by a higher power.

The general complaint is ‘

by the Cardinal himself.
~contains a great many good thoughts.

Cardinal Gibbons’ Sermon.

A Plea for United Christendom

Recently at Baltimore (Md.) Cathe-
dral Cardinal Gibbons preached a great
sermon, a report of which is furnished
It certainly

All reading it will be interested; also
in reading the article which follows it,

.in which the same subject is examined
‘from a Protestant standpoint by the

most prominent . minister of our day,
whose sermons are estimated to reach
more than ten millions of people every
week. The Cardinal’s sermon follows:

“The Episcopal Church, in its recent
triennial convention, is reported to
have advocated in strong and earnest
language the reunion of the various
Christian Churches. I am grateful to
the members of the convention for the
praiseworthy sentiments which they
express, and which reflect honor on
their heads and hearts. And I pray,
with them, that the day may be
hastened when the words of our com-
mon Redeemer, Jesus Christ, may be

_fulfilled, when there ‘will be one fold
‘and one Shepherd’!

‘However, this
consummation can be attained only
when all Christians shall recognize one
Chief Pastor. For we might as well
expect to have a united commonwealth
under several independent presidents
as to have a united church under the
various conflicting spiritual rulers.

“It was manifestly the desire of
Christ that all his disciples should be
united in the profession of one faith.
In his admirable prayer before his pas-

+~sion he says: ‘I pray for them also who

through their word shall believe in me,
that they all be one, as Thou, Father,
in me, and I in thee, that they also
may be one in us; that the world may
believe that thou hast sent me;’ be-
cause the unity of the Church is the
most luminous evidence of the divine
mission of Christ.

“Unity of government is not less es-
sential to the Church of Christ than
unity of doctrine, Our divine Saviour
never speaks of his churches, but his
Church. He does not say, ‘Upon this
rock will I build my churches,’ from
which words we must conclude that it
never was his intention to establish or
to sanction various conflicting denomi-
nations, but one corporate body, with
all the members united under one visi-
ble head; for as the church is g visible
body, it must have a visible head.

Thinks Catholic Church Embraces
Everything Essential to Unity of
Faith and Government

“Our Saviour calls his Church a
sheepfold. ‘And there shall be made
one fold and one Shepherd’ What
more beautiful or fitting illustration of
unity can we have than that which is
suggested by a sheepfdld? All the
sheep of a flock cling together. If they
are momentarily separated, they are
impatient till reunited. They follow in.
the same path. They feed on the same
pastures. They obey the same shep-
herd, and fly from the voice of
strangers. So did our Lord intend that
all the sheep of his fold should be
nourished by the same sacraments and
the same bread of life; that they
should follow the same rule of faith as
their guide to heaven; that they should
listen to the voice of one Chief Pastor,
and that they should carefully shun
false teachers.

“His Church is compared to 2 human
body, ‘As in one body we have many
members, but all the members have not
the same office; so we, being many, are
one body in Christ, and every one mem-
bers one of the other” In one body
there are many members, all insepa-
rably connected with the head. The
head commands, and the foot instantly
moves; the hand is raised and the lips
open, .  Even so our Lord ordained that
his Church, composed of many mem-
bers, should be all united in one su-
preme visible Head, whom they are.
bound to obey.

“The Church is composed of a vine,
all of whose branches, though spread-
ing far and wide, are necessarily con-
nected with the main stem, and from
its sap they are nourished. In like
manner, our Saviour will have all the
saplings of his vineyard connected with
the main stem, all draw their nourish-

ment from the parent stock. In fact,
our common sense alone, apart from
the revelation, is sufficient to convince
us that God could not be the author of
various opposing systems. of religion.
God is essentially one. He is Truth
itself. ‘God is not the God of dissen-
sion, but of peace.” I see perfect har-
mony in the laws which govern the
physical world we inhabit. I see a
marvelous unity in our planetary sys-
tem, Each planet moves in its own
sphere, and all are controlled by
the central sun. Why should there not
also be harmony and concord in that
spiritual world, the Church of God, the
grandest conception of his omnipo-
tence, and the most bounteous mani-
festation of his goodness and love for
mankind!

“Hence, it is clear that Jesus Christ
intended that his Church should have
one common doctrine, which all Chris~
tians are bound to believe, and one
uniform government to which all
should be loyally attached. Where,
then, shall we find this essential unity
of faith and government? I answer,
confidently, nowhere save in the Catho-
lic Church.

Honey to His Lips and Music to His
Ears

“The number of Catholics in the
world is computed at two hundred and
fifty millions. They have all one Lord,
one faith, one baptism, one creed. They
receive the same sacraments, they wor-
ship at the same altar, and pay spirit-
ual allegiance to one common head.
Should a Catholic be so unfortunate as
contumaciously to deny a single article
of faith, or withdraw from the com-
munion of his legitimate pastors, he
ceases to be a member of the church,
and is cut off like a withered branch.
The church had rather sever her right
hand than any member to corrode her
vitals. It was thus she excommuni-
cated a powerful king, because he per-
sisted in violating the sacred law of °
marriage, although she foresaw that
the lustful monarch would involve a
nation in his spiritual ruin.

“How sublime and consoling is the
thought that withersoever a Catholie
goes over the broad world, whether he
enters his church in Peking, Melbourne,
in London, or Dublin, or Paris, or
Rome, or:New York, or San Francisco,
he is sure to hear the self-same doc-
trine preached, to assist in the same
sacrifice, and to partake of the same
sacraments. .

“This is not all. Her creed is now
identical with what it was in past ages.
The same gospel of peace that Jesus
‘Christ preached on the mount; the
same doctrine that St. Peter preached
at Antioch and Rome, St. Paul at Ephe-'
sus; St. Chrysostom at Constan-~
tinople; St. Augustine in Hippo; St.
Ambrose in Milan; St. Remigius in
France; St. Boniface in Germany; St.
Athanasius in Alexandria; the same
doctrine that St. Patrick introduced
into Ireland; that St. Augustine
brought into England, and St. Pelagius
into Scotland, and which Columbus
took with him into the New World, is
ever preached in the Catholic Church
throughout the globe, from January till
December—‘Jesus Christ, yesterday, to-
day and the same forever.

“At the recent Eucharistic Congress
of Montreal, a great multitude of wor-
shippers was assembled from various
parts of Europe and America. Even
Australia and Africa were represented.
Let us suppose that a pilgrim from Ger-
many or Switzerland, ignorant of the
language of the country, is walking the
streets, when he hears the sound of the
cathedral bell. What hallowed asso-
ciations it arouses in his memory! He
accepts its voice as an invitation to
prayer. He sees the cross-erowned
spire, and the cross speaks to his heart, -
And entering the cathedral, while tears
run down his sun-burned cheeks, he
exclaims: ‘How lovely are thy taber-
nacles, O Lord of hosts! My soul long-
eth, yea, even fainteth for the courts
of the Lord. For the sparrow hath
found her nest, and the turtle-dove a
home. Thy altars are my home, my
King and my God!” '

(Continued on 3d page. 2d columm.)




he Wible Sindents
Lhe @g}xnﬁt%m |

PUBLISHED AT .
82 BEEKMAN ST., NEW YORK CITY

C. ‘'W. Hex, Editor.
Monthly—12 cts. a year. Single copies, lc.

An 'lndependent, Unsectarian Re-
ligious Newspaper, Specially Devoted
to the Forwarding of the Laymens
Home Missionary Movement for the
Glory of God and Good of Humanity.

(Continued from first page.)

“I believe in the one holy catholic and
apostolic church. Oh, my brethren,
what a charm there is in these weords!
They are honey to my lips, music to
my ears and sweet jubilation to my
heart. They send an indescribable
thrill through my inmost soul. I be-
lieve in the one holy catholic and apos-
tolic ehurch. This profession of faith
is. a sacred bond of union between us.
It binds us to our brethren .in ages
past, adown the centuries to apostolic
times. It unites us to them in ages yet
to come, till time shall be no more.

How Some Protestants View

‘Cardinal

Gibbons’ Sermon

Cardinal Gibbons’ sermon, widely
published, attracted a great deal of at-
tention amongst Protestants as well as
Catholics. What will Protestantism
say to this? was the query. We have
heard but one Protestant response, and
that, properly enough, from the pen of
one of the most widely known Pro-
testant ministers in the world.

For comparison we place this min-
ister’'s able and forceful reply imme-
diately following Cardinal Gibbons’
presentation, assured that it will be
interesting to our Protestant as well
as our Catholic readers:—

Protestant Minister Congratulates the
Cardinal .

It falls to my lot to respond to Car-
dinal Gibbons’ sermon on “A Plea for
United Christendom,” in which he
urges very forcefully that there is but
one Church and that, therefore, all
Protestants should abandon their sec-
tarian attitude and join the Roman
Catholic Church. The reply falls to my
lot, because, although I stand free and
independent of all Protestant sects and
parties, my brethren of the ministry
in various denominations of Protestant-
jsm would find it rather awkward and
difficult to. acknowledge that there is
but one true Church, and, in the same
breath, to acknowledge that their de-
nomination is no more that one Church
than is any other sect.

I am very pleased with Cardinal Gib-
bons’ kindly moderation in the handling
of the subject. It contrasts very forci--
bly with the terrible times of the past,
when Roman Catholics on the one
hand and various Protestant sects on
the other, waged an indirect and in-
ternecine strife to the death in the
name of God and of our Redeemer and
of righteousness. Surely what all in-
telligent people need is to abandon fool-
ish prejudices, hypocrisies and super-
stitions of the past and to come to-
gether as true followers of the Lord.

Agrees With Cardinal Gibbons

I am pleased to say that I agree most
heartily with Cardinal Gibbons’ presen-
tation in 4lmost every particular. Un-
questionably sectarianism is wholly out
of accord with the teachings of the
Scriptures. Assuredly St. Paul re-
buked the Corinthian brethren because
they presented a divided front, saying,
1 am of Paul; I am of Apollos; I am of
Peter, ete. St. Paul's reply to this was
that it was proof of carnality, of flgshly
minds and proof of an unspiritual
state. All Christians are coming to
realize this—Catholic and Protestant—
although it is but a few years since
some claimed that sectarianism was a
positive advantage;  that it led to a
greater zeal and energy in the Divine
service than if all were agreed.

All who are conversant with history
umderstand what I mean when I say that
God has been pleased to permit an il-
lustration of-—first, a united Christen-
dom, and, secondly, a divided Christen-
dom. For long centuries there was
practically but the one Church in
Europe, the Roman Catholic. The re-
sults surely were not all that could
have been desired. That unity of the
Church brought neither secular nor re-
ligious education, nor did it bring to
the world the Millennium promised as
the great desideratum of humanity.
Rather in that long period we see that
ignorance and superstition held' the
reins. During tne last few centuries
we have had the opportunity of testing
the division of Christendom into vari-
ous sects and -parties. While the re-
sults are not satisfactory, while the
condition is not what God's Word
prompts us to desire and expect, this
divided condition has certainly tended
toward greater freedom of thought,
greater liberty from ignorance and
superstition.

The Perplexing Question

8o, then, dissatisfied with the sec-
tarian divisions and strife, and equally
dissatisfied  with the compulsory union
of the past; and, convinced, neverthe-
less, that the Bible teaches the unity
of the Church, we ask, How may this
Scriptural unity be attained—the unity
of the spirit in the bonds of peace and
fove, which maintains its own liberty
and grants the same to others? Where
shall we find; how shall we obtain; by
what process shall we accomplish this
ity ?

We agree with the Cardinal
that our Lord speaks of himself in the
Scriptures as the one Shepherd of the
one flock of this Age and the Super-
visor of the one fold. We agree that
there is but the one Church, for whom
the Master prayed during his last
hours—*“that they all may be one in us.”
We agree also that the Apostle speaks
of the one Church, likening it to a hu-
man body, over which there is the one
Head, and of which gll are members.
We agree that there are not many
bodies, but one; not many heads, but
One. We agree, also, that there is but
the one true Vine of the Father's right-
hand planting and that this refers to
Christ, the parent stock, and to his
true members, the branches. We agree,
also, that as there is only one Lord, so
there is but one faith, and, addition-
ally, that there is but one baptism.

Agreeing with all these Scriptural
premises laid down by Cardinal Gib-
bons, we must, nevertheless, dispute
his conclusion, that this one Church
which Christ declared he would build
upon the rock of Truth and which
would grow to a glorious temple com-
posed of living stones, of which St.
Peter was one, is the Roman Church,
just as we disagree with our Baptist
friends when they tell us that the Bap-
tist Church is the one Church. Equally
we disagree with our Presbyterian and
Methodist, Lutheran and Congrega-
tional ‘systems when they each protest
that they fill these requirements—that
they are the one Church.

Our contention is that everyone who
turns his back upon sin; who accepts
of Jesus as his Redeemer and Savior,
and who approaches the Father in full
consecration through Jesus and who
receives the begetting of the Holy
Spirit of God—all such are the breth-
ren of Jesus and sons of God, whether
or not they join the Roman Catholic,
the Congregational, the Methodist,
Presbyterian or other human sys-
tems, Our contention is that none
of these human systems, Catholic
or Protestant, is recognized by the
Bible—none of them is recognized
of God. They are all human
institutions—originated by men and
maintained by men—sometimes good
men and sometimes bad men have had
to do with their organization and
its maintenance. Indeed, we hold that
such a reformed, consecrated believer
is equally a child of God in whatever
denomination he may be, or if he be
outside of all denominational walls or
creeds.

Which Is the True Church?

According to the Bible we may all
find the answer we are seeking—an ex-
planation of what and where is the
true Church. In the Scriptures it Is
described as “the Church of the First-
borns, whose names are written in
heaven” (Heb. 12:23). Will our Pro-
testant friends claim that their Church
roll corresponds to that written in
heaven in the Lamb’s Book of Life?
Would Christian friends of any de-
nomination dare to make such a claim?
Most assuredly, No. We all realize
that at very most the various sects and
parties of Christendom are composed
of wheat and tares and that, so far as
human judgment can discern, the tares
are vastly in the majority.

Christian Union Never Lost

From this standpoint we perceive
that the great masses, Catholic and
Protestant, are not, and never were,
the Church of Christ—they deceived
themselves. They have been children
of this world, not spirit-begotten New
Creatures in Christ; they have not
been living stones in the temple, not
branches of the true Vine, not mem-
bers of the “little flock.” They have
been worldly people with religious sen-
timents and good desires who misun-
derstood that great teaching of the
Bible—that only the sanctified are in
Christ Jesus, called to be saints. What
has been done by these large numbers
of well-meaning but mistaken people
in the way of organizing churches,
lodges, banks, ete., has had nothing
whatever to do with the great organ-
jzation which God effected eighteen
centuries ago and which has persisted
as a unit in the world ever since.

The true Church has never been di-

vided, because each member of it is

united with the Lord, the Head, and,
through him, united to every other
“member of his Body, which is the
Church,” the “little flock.” In this one
Church there has always been main-
tained one Lord Jesus, one faith, his
‘Word of promise, one baptism—the
baptism of consecration into his death
—to suffer with him that, by and by,
we may reign with him.
The Hidden Mystery

Does someone say, Where is the hLis-
tory of this Church? We answer, in
the language of the Apostles, that “the
world knoweth us not, even as it knew
him not.”  The world of Jesus’ day
were . the professed religionists; yet

‘they knew mnot the great religious-

Teacher and Redeemer whom God had
sent, and they crucified him. Similarly
all the way down, the great religious
teachers of the various systems have
not known, have not recognized the
“members of the Body of Christ” a bit
more than the Jews recognized the
Head of that Body.

‘This is the very point which St, Paul
emphasizes, He declares that the fact,
as well as the philosophy, of the
Church being members of Christ is to
the world—both the religious and the
irreligious world—a Hidden Mystery.
It is outside of their philosophy, their
theory, their understanding. Hence it
is that the most. saintly characters,
both in Catholicism and Protestantism,
have been martyrs, as Jesus was, as
St. Stephen was, as all the Apostles
were, and all the faithful during the
intermediate centuries, and as some
may yet be if an outward union be
effected such as once prevailed—in the
“dark ages.”

Counterfeiting the True Church

If we now declare that, to a certain
extent, the true Church has been coun-
terfeited, both by Catholics and Pro-
testants, let no one take offense and
suppose that we are wishing to speak
unkindly. - We do not charge that these
counterfeits of the true Church were
made knowingly or intentionally, but
merely that the Church, coming under
the control of brilliant minds not
spirit-begotten, not heaven-enlight-
ened, misread the Word of God, misin-
terpreted it and followed their misin-
terpretations. ‘

Notice, for instance, the Roman
Catholic Church. The average Roman
Catholic does not know that he is not
a member of the Church. But Cardinal
Gibbons will not deny it, nor will any
of the ecclesiastics., Their teaching,
most explicitly, is that the Church is
composed of the Pope and the other

-rigious instructors and that the com-

mon people are not members of the
Church, but, as they style them, “chil-
dren of the Church.”

Thus the Catholic Church appropri-
ates to itself the words of Jesus re-
specting the “little flock,” etc.; they
apply these Scriptures to the clergy
and not to the congregation. This is
the secret of Papacy’s great mis-
take. In their ecclesiastical system
they have a counterfeit of the true
Church, and because the Scriptures
declare that the Lord’s faithful “little
flock,” “the Church of the living God
whose names are written in heaven,”
will reign with Christ, therefore
Papacy claims, on the strength of that
promise, the right to reign with im-
perial power and heavenly authority
over the kingdoms of earth, And it has
been Papacy’s endeavor to carry out
this erroneous reasoning and to make
good its counterfeit of the true Church
and her work, that has led to so many
grievous difficulties, persecutions, ‘wars.

The True Reign of the Saints

If Papacy has the counterfeit of the
true Church and the counterfeit of the
true reign, what does the Bible teach
respecting the genuine? This: That
the experiences of the unknown, dis-
esteemed, rejected of men, saintly fol-
lowers in Jesus’ footsteps constitute
their schooling, testing, preparation for
a share in the Kingdom with Christ
their Lord. When the full number of
the elect Church, predestinated of the
Father, shall have been thus gathered
out of the world and finally glorified—
then the Kingdom to which they are
heirs will be established and they shall
be joint-heirs with Jesus Christ their
Lord, King of kings and Lord of lords.
His Kingdom will rule the world, not
by guns or swords, not by racks or
burning at the stake and inquisitionary.
torments, but by heavenly power
which then will have full control of
earth’s affairs.

Children of the Church

‘What our Catholic friends have is
still merely a ‘foreshadowing—or, chall
I use the harsher word counterfeit—of
the Truth respecting the Church as a
mother and certain children.” The
Scriptures teach that in the new order
of things, when Christ shall take to

himself his great power and institute

his Millennial Kingdom for the blessing
and uplifting of mankind, he will have
a Bride—the Church—*“The Bride, the
Lamb’s Wife” (Rev. 21:9). And the
Scriptures further represent that the
glorified Jesus, who is the heavenly
Bridegroom, and the glorified Church,
who is the heavenly Bride, will, figu-
ratively, beget children. That is to say,
all through the thousand years of the

reign of righteousness the glorified
Jesus will be the everlasting Father, or
Giver of everlasting life, on the earthly
plane to Adam and all of his children
who will accept it on the terms of the
Kingdom. Then the Church will be the
mother or nourisher and caretaker of
all mankind to uplift them, instruct
them, develop them, in the ways of
righteousness—to bring as many as
will prove willing up to the full per-
fection of human nature and life ever-
lasting. . All refusing this uplift and
rejecting the grace of God will be de-
stroyed in the Second Death. St. Peter
tells us that their destruction will be
similar to that of the brute beast that
perisheth (2 Pet. 2:12),

Are There Protestant Counterfeits?

Although Protestants repudiate the
Roman Catholic idea that the clergy
alone constitute. the Church and that
the people are the children of the
Church, nevertheless in many denomi-
nations we see this insidious error in a.
slightly different form. This is notably
true of the Episcopal Church, which
puts everything in the way of govern-
ment into the hands of the clergy and
treats the laity, to a considerable de™
gree, as though they were children un-
able to comprehend spiritual things.
‘The Methodist Episcopal Church fol- -
lows closely in the same line of pro-
cedure.. The Presbyterian and Luth-
eran systems also quite partieularly
differentiate the clergy from the laity,
even though the laity be given some
apparent recognition on the ecclesiasti-
cal boards. This is done usually for a
Teward or for the purpose of securing
financial or legal gdvice. But the laity
is not supposed to have an equal stand-
ing with the clergy in respect to spirit-
wal things.

Congregationalists and Baptists and
Disciples most nearly recognize an
equality between the clergy and laity
and that the entire Church of God,
whoever they may be, are a Royal
Priesthood. Yet even with these con-
gregational bodies there is an attempt
made to separate between clergy and
Jaity and to hold all the spiritual power
and authority in the hands of the cler-
gy. This is done along financial lines
in the Congregational Church through
the so-called Congregational Union. In
the Baptist Church the ministers com-
bine in what is known as a Baptist
Ministers Association, which holds the
reins over the people as parents over
children and tells them whom they may
call for g Pastor and whom not—whom
they are willing to ordain as their Pas-
tor and whom they will refuse. Thus
the same spirit is manifested in_ all
these earthly syStems and by it they
are all distinctly differentiated from the
true Church and her Scriptural regula-
tions, which declare, All ye are breth-
ren—and One is your Master, even
Christ, and One is your Pope, or Fa-~
ther, even God.

Royal Priesthood Composed of Priests
Regardless of Denomination

So, then, we ask Cardinal Gibbons
to consider _with us the Scriptural
teaching which we have presented,
namely, that the Royal Priesthood is
composed exclusively of saints, regard-
less of whether they belong to their
clergy or laity or are to be found else-
where. ‘“The Lord knoweth thern that
are his.” We ask the Cardinal to con-
sider that this one Church is indivisi~
ble; that the Heavenly Father is the
husbandman of this true Vine; that he
does not suffer any to remain as

‘branches, members, of the true Church

unless they bring forth the true fruit
of the Vine. We ask the Cardinal to
considep the Scriptural teaching that
this saintly class, already vitally united
with Jesus, is now the espoused vir- -
gin class mentioned by St. Paul (2 Cor.
11:3), and that they are waiting for the
completion of their number, when the
Heavenly Bridegroom, at his Secone
Coming, will receive them to himiself
in glory: By the power of the First
Resurrection they will be changed in a
moment, in the twinkling of an eye,
and be with their Lord; and like him.
Then, as the Scriptures declare, will
come the marriage of the Lamb, “for
his Wife hath made herself ready.”
And shortly after that will come the
Millennial Kingdom and the times of
regeneration mentioned by our Lord,
when his faithful will sit with him in
the Throne and the regeneration of
Adam’s race, the giving to them of new
life from the Life-Giver, will begin.

As for the great and prosperous hu-
man institutions which are more or less
duplicating the Lord’s Kingdom all over
the world, these also, in the Scriptures,
are called vines—the vine of the earth,
in contrast with the Vine of the Heav-
enly Father’s right-hand planting. It
is not for us to determine how much
good and how much harm these earth-
ly churches, vines of the earth, have
accomplished. That the Lord will de-
clare in his own season, but he tells us
that the grapes borne by these vines—
anger, malice, hatred, envy, strite, evil-
speaking, etc.—will overflow the wine-
press of the wrath of God in the near
future and bring upon the world that
great time of trouble, which all may
see upon the horizon and which the
I.ord declares will be such a time of
trouble as the world has never before
known.—Daniel 12:1; Matt. 24:21,
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GOD LOVES YOU!

The Divine Plan Outshines All Evangelistic and Missionary Efforts

“What is Man that thou art mindful of him?”—Psaim 8:4,

! JFOR some weeks our city has been in
i the throes of a “Revival of Reli-
gion.” Hundreds of ministers have
placed themselves and their congre-
gations under the leadership of the
Rev. Dr. Chapman and Mr. Alexander,
the famous singer, for the purpose of
reviving religion; for the purpose of
rescuing human souls from -eternal tor-
ment, as the proposition is generally
understood. Business men have sub-
scribed large sums of money for this
noble work of rescue, reasoning that
if thousands of dollars are spent in
fire-fighting apparatus for the protec-
tion of ‘human life for a few years,
the services of Messrs. Chapman and
#lexander will be cheap if they carry
away twenty-five thousand dollars for
a month’s work, provided the results
show a goodly number rescued from
eternal torment.

We sympathize with some of these
large-hearted and open-handed busi-
ness men who give their money for
s0 laudable an object. Yet we can-
not think that many, nay not even a
majority, of those who contributed
this sum have done so conscientious-
ly. We cannot think that one-half of
them believe in the teaching of eter-
nal torture, nor can we think that
more than one-tenth of them believe
that a practical conversion is signified
by a response to an invitation which
implies a prkference for heavenly bliss
rather than for eternal anguish. How-
ever, it is for those who pay the money
to exercise their own consciences in
this matter, and it is none of our busi-
ness what they decide.

We sympathize also with the hun-
dreds of Pastors of this city who
have joined in this movement, which
tliey hope will increase their congre-
gations and church revenues, but these
Pastors know in reality that the Bible
does not teach eternal torment, and
they have discarded the Bible anyway
in favor of Higher Critical-Infidelity.
Theirs is an unhappy and stultifie
position, '

We sympathize still more with the
poor pecple whose education along
spiritual lines
lected, and who live in constant fear
of the God who loves them and in
dreadful misunderstanding of the Bi-
ble, which he has given them. Be-
tween the imperfectness of the trans-
lation and the coloring of prejudice
and the twist of misunderstanding of
some parables and symbols they are
helpless in the presence of educated
men who teach inferentially what they
do not themselves believe.” Alas! poor
“eommon people!” that you should be
betrayed by those in whom you re-
pose confidence and whom you unwit-
tingly pay for keeping you in the dark
by taking from you the key of knowl-
edge.  Truly, “My people perish for
lack of knowledge” (Hosea 4, 6).

Sympathizes Still More With God

-But still more we sympathize with
God, whose name is dishonored, whose
Justice, Mercy, Wisdom, Love and
Power are traduced, nay, vilified. We
say to ourself, How wonderful the
patience of God, which for centuries
has endured blasphemous misrepre-
sentations of his good character and
Divine Plan of the Ages! Well does
‘he tell us that as the heavens are
higher than the earth, so his plans and
methods in respect to our salvation
are higher than ours—not lower. Well
does he tell us that human fear to-
ward him is taught by the precepts of
men, not according to his Word (Isa-
iah 29, 13). We can see reasons why
the Lord has kept silence toward the
heathen, but we are perplexed that
judgments have so long delayed to
come upon those who, knowing bet-
ter, still slander the great and holy
name and misrepresent the Divine
purposes.

‘What would a chief shepherd do to
an under-shepherd found misleading
the sheep, guiding them into poison-
ous pastures? We believe that he
would take the sheep from them, even
though he allowed them still to shep-
herd the goats. And it is quite our
thought that such a judgment impends
over Christendom and that all shep-
herds, false to their trust, will be dis-
missed ignominiously, and that very
soon!

Some urge that we should do evil
in order to obtain good results;’ that
we should misrepresent the Di\(u}e
character in order to get people to join
the Church. Is it urged that some
may, as a result of this evangelistic
movement, lead a more orderly and
decent life hereafter as citizens, ar_ld
that we should be willing to join in
traducing our Creator, in order to ob-
tain this result? We answer, No, a
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is almost wholly rieg-"

thousand times, No! In our judgment
the perversions of the Truth, the dis-
honoring of our Maker, the instilling
of misconceptions into thé minds of
the people, is an awful cost. to pay,
even if the results should be a hundred
times as great as promised. Well did
Jesus say, “Ye compass sea and land
to make one proselyte and when he is
gained, you make him two-fold more a
child of "destruction than yourselves”
(Matt. 23, 15). The conversions
achieved by misrepresentations of God
instill a poison into the heart difficult
to eradicate, impervious to the Truth.

It grieves us to be obliged conscien-
tiously thus to characterize a move-
ment which has, at least, an outward
appearance of godliness. It will at-
tract to us the venom of those whose
hypocrisies we criticize. It is not the
money that they will collect that
grieves us, for those who give it hon-
estly, thinking thus to serve the Lord,
will surely be blessed by him. It is
the hypocrisy of the thing, the misrep-
resentation of their own belief and un-
belief and the slander against the holy
name of the Creator and the further
bamboozling and throwing of dust into
the eyes of the common people—this
awakens, and should awaken, right-
eous indignation. And the more oth-
ers do not speak, the more we must
speak in denunciation and in warning
to the people to search the Secriptures
and bccome undeceived,

Hearken Now to. Our Text

The teachings of all of the creeds
of the “Dark Ages” which have comé
down to us, although they contain
many good things, are so befogged
with misrepresentations of God as to
be a stench to our nostrils and a men-
ace to our spiritual health. They pic-
ture to us a God either reckless and
careless of the future interests of his
human creatures, or else powerless
to aid any but the few. They picture
to us millions going down. to torture
during the four thousand years be-
fore Jesus came into the world to seek
and to save that which was lost. They
picture to us that since his comigg
only. a handful, comparatively, of the
human family have become his dis-
ciples, footstep followers, “Meet for
the inheritance of the saints in light.”
All the others, according to our Frot-
estant creeds, Calvinistic and Armini-
an, have gone down to eternal torture.
From this standpoint it is that Dr.
Chapman and Mr. Alexander are the
heroes of the hour, saving a few more
whom God would have otherwise neg-
lected, or, as some might say, saving
them in spite of Divine foreordination
to the contrary.

But what say the Scriptures? Does
the Bible substantiate such theories?

Nay, nay! In harmony with our text,
the entire Bible reveals to us a God
as infinite in his Wisdom and Power
as in his Justice and Love. Our text
tells us that he is mindful of his crea-
tures—humanity. He was mindful in
the very beginning when he created
man and foreknew his fall. Away
back there he foretold that “the Seed
of the woman should ultimately bruise
the Serpent’s head.” Away back there
he indicated his Divine purpose, in
due timé, to redeem man from destruc-
tion (not from eternal torment, for
none were sentenced to torment).

The skins which covered the naked-
ness of our first parents cost the lives
of animals, and thus God typically
prophesied “better sacrifices” for the
perfect covering of man’s sin and
shame. In God’s dealings with the na-
tion of Israe. he gave numerous types
foreshadowing the later blessings, fol-
lowing “the better sacrifices” of the
antitypical’ Atonemen". Day-—blessing
all the families of the earth.

God was mindful of man’s interests
all that time (for over forty-two cen-
turies), even though, during that long
period, nothing was actually accom-
plished. The salvation was purposed,
was planned, was assured, but must
be waited for until God’s due time,
Reconciliation by “Better Sacrifices”

When Jesus appeared the world was
still in sin—even the one little nation
of Israel was still under Divine con-
demnation because of sin—because
their typical sacrifices were insufficient
and merely foreshadows of “the better
sacrifices,” which God was mindful
later to bring to pass.

Those “better sacrifices” are not yet
completed, though nearly so, we be-
lieve. They consist of “the Man Christ
Jesus” who gave himself a “Ransom
for all,” and also of the faithful few
whom he has accepted as his disciples
and who are walking in his steps,
“presenting their bodies living sacri-
fices,  holy and acceptable to God,”

through their Redeemer (Rom. 12, 1).

God is still mindful of humanity.
He has not forgotten his responsibili-
ties as a Creator. The theory that
God shirks his responsibility and al-
lows the ninety thousand who die
daily to drop into eternal torment be-
cause of carelessness or indifference
on our part is not true—is not Scrip-
tural.

God affirms his own responsibility
for every feature of his Plan. He de-
clares, "My Word that is gone forth
out of my mouth shail not return unto
me void; it shall prosper in the thing
whereto I sent it” (Isaiah 55, 11).
Hence we should understand that God
sent no message to convert the world
during the first forty-one hundred and
fifty years after Adam’s creation, be-
cause he did not will the world to be
converted then. He had no message
for the world. His time had not come.
St, Paul refers to this, saying, “The
times of that ignorance God winked
at” (took no notice of), But now,
since the death of Jesus, the Just for
the unjust, and the opening up of pos-
sibilities for a future life through a
resurrection, God commands all men
everywhere to repent. And all who
become disciples of Jesus are priv-
ileged to be ambassadors for God, to
convey to all who have the hearing
ear g message of God’s mercy—to bind
up the broken-hearted, to declare the
acceptable year and the opening of the
prison doors.

But the work in the present time is
restricted. Not all could possibly be
blessed now-—and the elect must have
an ear to hear and must be “drawn
of the Father” and must walk in the
Master’s footsteps and thus become
copies of God’s dear Son. This is the
only work thus far, and it is not to the
world, but to the few who have the
hearing ear and who leave the world
to become followers of Jesus.

“The High Calling in Christ”

The Bible declares that now God is
sending forth a “high calling in
Christ.” Those called during this Gos-
pel Age are called to walk in. Jesus’
footsteps as saints, “presenting their
bodies living sacrifices,” suffering with
their Master and for his cause. The
promise to all thesce is that, if faith-
ful, they shall share with the great Re-
deemer his Messianic Throne which is
vet to bless the world. To this Bride-
class the Redeemer will be the Bride-
groom, Lord and Head. Sharing his
sufferings they will share his exalta-
tioii"to the divine nature and its glory;
honor and immortality. And these will
participate in the glorious Messianic
work soon to begin,

. “Let God Be True”—Others Liars

If evangelists and others would
preach this “narrow way” of the Gos-
pel of Christ, how we would rejoice
with- them, and how soon would the
true knowledge of God’s love spread
over the world and appeal to the hearts
of all! How gladly we would have
them join us in this message and in
the further message that God’s Plan

‘in the next Age will reach Adam and

all of his posterity—“every man,” just
and unjust—living and dead! They
should be told of the “Times of Resti-
tution” that are nearing. They
should be advised that if they neglect
the “high calling,” the “election” now
in progress, they will, . nevertheless,
have responsibility and be liable for
stripes or punishments, in proportion
as they know right from wrong and
wilfully do the wrong.

‘What we plead for is that the edu-
cated ministers and laymen should
cease to do evil, cease to misrepresent
and traduce our gracious Creator., We
warn them that he will not hold guilt-
less those who take his name in vain—
will not hold guiltless those who atro-
ciously malign his name,

The Great Revival Coming

As for methods for the calling of the
“elect” in this Age, we urge that
neither we nor others are wise enough
to improve upon the methods and prac-
tices of Jesus and the Apostles. We
urge that any deviation from their
Gospel of “good tidings of great joy
for all people” must be injurious. We
urge that we of today should preach,
as St. Peter did at Pentecost, not only
of the “high calling” of the Church,
but also of the world’s blessing—
“Times of Restitution of all things
which God hath spoken by the mouth
of all the holy prophets since the world
began” (Acts 3, 19-23).

We urge that such a general presen-
tation of Divine Justice would appeal
to all true hearts and heads in the
present time much better than any
“expediency” preaching and prepare
all mankind the better for the future
as well as for the present life.

The great revival of religion will
come to the world immediately follow-
ing- the great time of trouble with
which this Gospel Age is shortly to
end, Then, under the blessing of Mes=
siah’s Zmpire, all the ignorance and
superstition and misrepresentation of
God and of his Plan will flee away be-
fore the presence of the Sun of Right-

eousness, whieh will illuminate ‘he
world, .
Then will come God's time for bless-
ing the world, His Kingdom, estab-
lished in the world with power and
great glory, will rule it with a rod of
iron, compeliing prompt obedience to
the Divine Law, both in letter and in
spirit. The obedient will Le helped
upward and will progress step by step
to perfection, while the rebellious,
after proper testing and provings,
“will be destroyed from amongst the
people”—in the “Second Death,”

Why should we not tell the people
plainly that there is a special salva-
tion now in progress and that a com-
mon or general one will follow foi the
non-elect? Why not explain to them
the great reward of the present time——
joint-heirship with Messiah in the
Kingdom for which we pray, “Thy
Kingdom come; thy will be done om
earth as in heaven?’ Why not ex-
plain to the world that restitution is
the portion of all who do not choose
to sacrifice, but that, according to
their present course, upward or down-
ward, will be their standing future—
more or less disapproved and requir-
ing more or less of chastisements or
stripes, difficulties, for their extrica-
tion, for their uplifting,

Much better could we understand
the giving of money to tell mankind
the Truth and to glorify the name of
our God and our Redeemer. But we
are totally at a loss to comprehend
the attitude of those who give time and
money for a little outward show anad
the grievous inward injury to the
many through a misrepresentation of
their Creator and his Word.

To the out-e¢f-Church millions whom
we address through these columns we
would suggest that the power of
the Truth is love, and that faithfud-
ness to our Lord and to his Message
in the Bible are the two greatest priv-
ileges that could possibly come to any
of us, and that we should each and
all unite hearts and voices in “show-
ing forth the praises of him who has
called us out of darkness into his mar-
vellous light.” Thus we may be help-
ful to other wanderers seeking “the
Way, the Truth and the Life.” “The
Love of God constraineth us.”

TO THE INTERESTED READER

‘We have some back numbers of this
journal treating important religious

_topics which we will be pleased to sup-

ply free to those interested.

‘We mention amongst other topics:
“What Is the Soul?’ “Where Are the.
Dead?” “The Rich Man in Hell,” “Laz-
arus in Abraham’s Bosom,” “Joy for
the Sorrowing,” “Sin Atonement,”
“Why God Permits Calamities,” “Fore-
ordination and Predestination,” “Gath-
ering the Lord's Jewels,” etc.
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Respecting the first volume of this work THI
ATLANTA CONSTITUTION says editorially:

“It is impossible to read this book withou%
loving tbe writer and pondering his wonderful
solution of the great mysteries that have
troubled us all our’ lives. There is hardly a
family to be found that has not lost some-
loved one who died outside the church—outside
the plan of salvation, and if Calvinism be
true, outside of all hope and inside of eternal"
torment and despair,

“This wondertul book makes no assertioris
that are not well sustained by the Scriptures.
It is built up stone by stone, and upon every..
stone is the text, and it becomes a pyramid:
of God’s love and mercy and wisdom, There
is nothing in the Dible that the author denies
or doubts, but there are many texts that he’
throws a flood of light upon that seem to uns!
cover its meaning.” :

* * .

The set of six volumes, cloth, 3,000 pages, is
supplied by the BIBLE AND TRACT SOCIETY,.
NO. 17 HICKS ST.,, BROOKLYN, N, Y., for the
usual price of one such volume, namely, $2,
This includes postage 0OF e€xpressage to your
home, anywhere, ,



The Value of Toil

Text:—In the sweat of thy face shalt thow eat bread.—Gen. 8:19,

"HE @Great Teacher said of the lilies
of the plain, “They toil not, neither
do they spin; yet I say unto you,

that even Solomon in all his glory was

not arrayed like one of these” (Matthew

vi, 28, 29). Similarly we believe that in

heaven the angels are free from toil.

Divine power exercised in their inter-

est makes toil unnecessary. - He who

. ¢reated the angels and made. the lilies
is the same God by whose omnipotent
power we human beings came into ex-
istence. We are surrounded by condi-
tions which call for labor, toil, and
sweat of face, as indicated in our text.

Why are these things so? Why is man

fess favored by his Creator than the

angels and the lilies? The answer to
this query is found in God's great

Book, the Bible. As Bible Students

the majority of us know, of course,

the answer to this query. And yet it
may prove beneficial to us to examine
the question afresh.

I remind you that the words of our
text are God’s comment upon the con-
ditions which now obtain and w}}ich
were made necessary by man’s diso-
bedience and the terms of his sen-
tence. As originally created the con-
ditions of sweat of face and battling
with thorns and insects too numerous
to mention were not necessary and
were not imposed upon mankind. On
the contrary, Adam was placed in
Paradise, in the Garden of Hden,
whose every prospect was beautlfu_l.
Its trees were fruitful, yielding a vari-
ety and an abundance of life-giving
fruit for the maintenance of the king of
earth and his queen, mother Eve. The
responsibilities of the situation were
merely to dress, or keep, the garden—
to pluck its fruits '‘and to prune the
waste foliage to Adam’s pleasement.
Every necessity was provided, as sure-
iy as in the case of the angels and the
lilies. . The great change which thrust
our first parents from Prradise is the
gesult of “Original Sin”-—disobedience
to Geod. .

The basis of the fall may be said to
have been the temptation of the Ser-
pent, but otherwise, too, we may say
that it was the loss of faith in God on
the part of Mother Eve. Had she prop-
erly comntinued in faith and trust, the
Tempter’s suggestions of disobedience
would have been promptly rejected.
His suggestion that the great Creator

~ had been prompted by selfish motives
in forbidding the fruit of one particu-
far kind of tree should have been
promptly recognized as slander. And
the further suggestion that the God of
all Grace and Truth lied to them and
distorted the facts when he warned
that disobedience would result in
death—this misrepresentation should
have been indignantly resented. But,
glas! ‘Mother Eve had not yet reached
that degree of character development;
she . suecumbed to the temptation,
erude as it was. Her desire for knowl-
edge ensnared her. A lesson to us in
this connection is that any knowledge
which may come to us as Bible Stu-
dents, or come to others, along any
iines out of accord with the Divine tes-
timony, would be costly knowledge in-
deed.

“The Wages of Sin is Death”

The result of the disobedience might
have been the smiting of our first par-
ents by a thunderbolt, but, with gra-
eious purposes, God permitted them to
have what they undoubtedly preferred
—death by a dying process of cen-
¢uries. This gave Adam and his pos-
terity contact with sin and its pen-
alty. The Divine object in so doing is
Scripturally declared to be that all
mankind may learn of the ‘“exceeding
sinfulness of sin,” its undesirability
and the sureness of its penalty—dcath.
Had it not been for God’s'intention by
and by to send the Redeemer and to
pay man’s death penalty, and thus to
make possible his reclamation from
death conditions by re-creation proc-
esses, our race might better have been
instantly smitten to oblivion in our
first parents; and the Twenty Thou-
sand Millions of Adam’s children might
better have remained unborn. How-
ever, the Bible clearly reveals that “as
by man (Adam) came.death, even so
by a man (Jesus) also comes the resur-
rection of the dead. For as all in
Adam die, even so all in Christ shall
be made alive, every man in his own
order.” (I Corinthians xv, 21-23.)

The purpose of the Lord, clearly ex-
pressed, is that mankind in general
‘shall have the blessed opportunity of
sharing in the blessings of the Messi-
anic Kingdom-—the uplifting blessings,
the restitution blessings, the resurrec-
tion blessings. St. Peter speaks of
that thousand years of blessing as
“times of restitution -of all things,
which God hath spoken by the mouth
of all his holy prophets since the world
began”  (Acts iii, 21). Very clearly
we discern God’s wise purpose to be
that as mankind through Adam are

being made ‘acquainted with sin, ca-
lamities, death, so in due time all shall
be made acquainted with righteous-
ness, Truth and the boon of life eter-
nal in harmony with their Creator. In
that “restitution time,” by the contrast
of the rewards of righteousness with
the rewards of sin, the whole world
shall be brought to a knowledge of the

-Truth and shall discern, not only ‘the

Justice of God, but also his Wisdom,
Love and Power.

The Tree of Knowledge.

Truly enough, the forbidden fruit
was of the tree of knowledge. The
eating of that fruit did indeed bring
with it to Mother Eve and to all
her children knowledge. It has required
Six Thousand years of experience un-
der the reign of Sin and Death to learn
one side, and it will require another
One Thousand Years, the period of
Christ’s reign, to teach Mother Eve
and her family the other part of the
great lesson, namely, the knowledge
of Good. By the conclusion of Christ’s
reign the entire race of Adam will
know both Good and Evil experiment-
ally and, we trust, the majority of
them will have learned the lesson so
thoroughly that they will be fully out
of accord with sin in its every phase.
But while acknowledging that the eat-
ing of that fruit has become the chan-
nel of these lessons in evil, as in good,
we can see that these same lessons
might have been much more readily
inculcated otherwise, had our first
parents rejected the temptation and
proven loyal to their Creator. .

Many misunderstand these words,
“Cursed is the earth,” to signify that
our Creator put a special blight upon
the fruitful and beautiful earth. On
the contrary, while he could have
brought the entire earth to full per-
fection before man’s creation, he did
not do so, but left the greater part
of it in a condition accurséd or unfit
for human use and habitation even
while: man was in harmony with God.
God merely “Prepared the Garden
Eastward in Eden” for the trial, the
testing, the proving of our first par-
ents, because he knew what would be
the result of that trial. He knew the
end from the beginning., Divine fore-
knowledge is the basis of the state-
ment, “Cursed is the earth for thy
sake;” it is thus unfit for you, in your
own interest, because I foreknew your
transgression and what conditions
would be most favorable for you, that
your death sentence might bring you
the largest degree of knowledge and
the largest degree of experience in the
most helpful manner.

Is it asked how the unfitness of the
earth could inure to man’s advantage
as a sinner and why the Lord placed
the cherubim with flaming sword to
keep the way to the Tree of Life? We
reply that all of the experiences of the
wisest of mankind corroborate the
Divine decision that it was wisest
and for the best interests of Adam
and his children that the curse, the
sentence, should affect him in all of
his relationships of life and particular-
ly in respect to his earthly  home,
“Cursed is the earth for thy sake.

Thorns and thistles shall it bring forth |

unto thee.”
- Greed—Selfishness—Meanness.

The battle for bread which started
when our first parents were thrust out
of the Garden of Eden and obliged to
labor for their sustenance is a battle
which has kept up ever since. It has
had the effect of developing more and
more in the human mind that evil
quality called greed and selfishness. It
has had the effect of making our race
ignoble, mean. Father Adam, as the
bread-winner of the family, surely had
noble and generous qualities of heart
and a great love for Mother Eve; yet
one could imagine that, as age ad-
vanced upon him and he became six or
seven hundred years old, the toil con-
nected with his battle with the thorns
and thistles was the.more severe and
that this would, of necessity, make

him the more careful, the more frugal,”

even, perhaps, to the extent of parsi-
mony and meanness. Similar experi-
ences developed the same quality in
all of his children, and the habit so
grows upon us that, not merely are
those who have the barest of necessi-
ties impelled to be stingy and close,
but even those who come into posses-
sion of fabulous wealth have this par-
simony ingrained in their very being.
We may indeed see a blessing in the
Divine provision of this condition of
things. - Were it not for selfish ambi-
tion and pride what would become of
the race, under the reign of “the Prince
of this world”? If every man, upon
obtaining a competence, were to sit
down and be satisfied, where would be
the world’s progress? HXHow could it
carry on the great projects of life—the
public utilities, the public charities?
Some motive is necessary to keep in

‘ operation the great and complex ma-
. chine we call civilization. Our Socialist

friends may tell us that Love and
Benevolence should actuate the human
mind in all these things for the public
benefit. We are ready to admit that
such would be a very ideal condition,
so far as the rich are concerned. But
why should we expect more of the
rich than of the poor, as respects love
and willingness to lay down life and
pleasure and wealth and comfort for
their fellow-men? Our Lord puts the
matter the other way, saying, He that
is faithful in that which is least would
be faithful also in the greater things.
The poor man or woman who is found
to be very generous and very helpful
to his friends and neighbors is thus
attesting that if he were wealthy he
would probably use his wealth for the
public benefit. But, alas! we find com-
paratively little of unselfish love, either
in the poor or the rich. _And this being
true, love .could not be the motive
power of the world under present con-
ditions.

Paradise to Be Restored.

‘We have already seen that it is nec-
essary, in viewing the Divine dealings
with humanity, to keep in memory the
future outcome of God’s Plan. Other-
wise the permission of Six Thousand
Years of the reign of Sin and Death
would be entirely unreasonable to us,
inconsistent with Divine Wisdom, Jus-
tice, Love and Power. But keeping in
memory the fact that it is the Divine
Purpose to reclaim man from-his fallen
condition of imperfection of mind and
physique, and that it is the Divine in-
tention to make the entire earth a
Garden of Eden—Paradise—from this
standpoint, the permission of evil may
be clearly understood and appreciated
as a master-stroke of Divine Wisdom.

As one illustration of this, suppose
that Sin had not entered into the world
and the birth of humanity had been as
slow as in the case: of Adam’s im-
mediate children (whose birth-rate was
probably about one a century), how
long would it have required to people
the earth? But in Adam’s fallen condi-
tion, as a part of the result of the fall,
the sorrows and conception of mother-
hood were greatly multiplied (Genesis
iii, 16), so that during the period
of Seven Thousand Years a sufficiency
of the human family will have been
born to properly fill it. Moteover, the
subduing of the earth has under Di-
vine forearrangement been accom-
plished by convict labor; for are not all
mankind convicts serving out a death
sentence? And is not our Creator per-
mitting man, for his own good, to bat-
tle strenuously with the unfavorable
conditions prevailing in the earth? And
does not this battling serve to quicken
man in his mental qualities, even
though this quickening be chiefly along
selfish lines?

Furthermore, as we have heretofore
seen, the regign of Sin and Death
amongst mankind made it possible for
God, on the one hand, to show the se-
verity of his Justice in permitting us
to die thus, as a “groaning creation,
travailing in pain,” and it made possi-
ble the exhibition of his ZILove in
the providing of the Redeemer, who

bought us with his precious bluod.
Further be it remembered it served as
the oc¢casion for the testing of Lucifer,
the proving of his disloyalty, when he
became Satan, the Adversary of God.
Additionally it furnished the oppore<
tune test of the loyalty or disloyalty
of all the angels of heaven, as recorded
in Genesis vi, Jude vi, and II Peter ii,
4, as we have previously seen.

“The Mystery of God.”

And now we come, dear friends, to

that feature of the great Divine Plan
which is so peculiarly interesting to us
—to us who are Bible Students; to us
who are disciples of-Jesus; to us whe
are trusting that he has accepted us as
“members of the Body of Christ,” as
members of the Bride, the Lamb’s Wife,
and his Joint-Heir in the Kingdom
‘Without the permission of sin there
would have been no such opportunity
as we now enjoy of experiencing a
“change” of nature from earthly to
heavenly—human to Divine. As our,
Lord would not have left the heavenly
glory to become a man and te suffer
and to die, the Just for the unjust, un-
less there had been sin in the world;
unless sinners had needed redemption;
so likewise we would have had no op-
portunity or privilege of joining with
our Lord in his sacrifice of himself!
‘We would have had no opportunity of
joint-heirship with him in his King-
dom! .
_ Indeed, had there been no sin to eon-
quer, to down, to overthrow, there
would have been no need for Christ’s
Mediatorial Kingdom —for Christ's
reign. of righteousness. Had there
been no fallen condition of humanity
in sin, in degradation, there = would
have been no work for the Royal
Priesthood to accomplish during the
“times of restitution,” during the ex-
istence of the Messianic Kingdom. So,
then, while appreciating the terrible
devastation of sin in the world, its ter-
rible consequences upon the human
family, we see behind the glorious Ad-
vent of our Lord in Kingdom power
a full recovery of the race from Al
that was Lost in Adam and Redeemed
on Calvary. From this standpoint we
have a glimpse of the length and
breadth and height and depth of the
Love and Justice, the Wisdom and the
Fower of our God. From this stand-
point we worship and adore our Al-
mighty Creator and our precious Re-
deemer! From this standpoint we may
have full confidence in the outcome,
that ultimately all shall have the full-
est opportunity of eternal life and that
all wilful evil-doers shall be ultimately
destroyed in the Second Death, from
which there shall be no redemption, no
resurrection.

From this standpoint we may re-
joice to suffer with our Redeemer,
that we may be glorified with him
in his Kingdom and participate with
him in its glorious* work of uplift-
ing the poor, fallen race to Para-
dise, and to all the perfections of
Adam. Yea, we mhay rejoice even in
the €econd Death of the unwilling and
‘disobedient, realizing that true and
righteous is the Divine edict under
which they shall perish (II Peter ii, 12).

II ““The Time is at Hand.””
IIT “Thy Kingdom Come.”’
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QGleanings
MINISTER ATTACKS ORTHODOX
BELIEF
“The ordinary orthodox minister

gnakes out that God is less just, less
Soving and less merciful than the peo-
ple who worship Him, if you pick up a
man in the street he deserves more re-
spect and admiration than the brute-
iike God worshipped by the eorthodox
church, which believes in eternal
damnation.”

Hearty applause greeted this expres-
®lon made from the pulpit by the Rev.
Dr. John H. Dietrich, pastor of the
St. Mark's Memorial Reformed Church,
North Highland avenue. Dr. Dietrich's
congregation gave vent to its feelings
By applauding his attack on the idea
©f eternal punishment.

Continuing along the same line of
thought and dwelling on the way in
<which the orthodox church speaks of
God as being blasphemous, Dr. Die-
grich said:

“Its members give to Him who is
supposed to be all-wise, all-powerful
and all-loving, attributes which im-
peach His character and make Him a
Being not only unworthy of worship
Ybut unworthy of respect. I hope you
+vill pardon me for speaking thus ve-
Themently; my only reason is that
want to save the name of our Father,
~whom T love, admire and worship, from
the blasphemy of those who wou'd
make Him such a brute as to eternally
famn His children.”—Pittsburg Chron-
icie-Telegraph. &

THE PRESERVATION OF THE
BIBLE

With what wonder should we gaze
wpon a fortress that had withstood the
assaults of succeeding generations for
thousands of years! Thus has it been
with the Word of God during all its
history., Men have made it their enec-
my by their bad lives, and then hawve

become its enemies and hated it, and’

&ought to destroy it. 4

Jehoiakim, as we{read, cut to.pietes
the Divine Roll, and thsesv- {f into the
fre. About 170 years before Christ,
Antiochus caused all the copies @f the
Jewish Scriptures to be burned. Three
hundred and three years afler, Dio-
cletian, by an edict, ordered all the
Scriptures to be committed to the
flames; and Eusebius, the historian,
tells us he saw large heaps of them
‘burning in the market place. Nor has
this spirit ever failed to show itself.

The Bible has, all along its course,
had to struggle against opposition,
wisible and latent, artful and violent.
It has had to contend with the preva-
1ence of error, the tyranny of passion,
and the cruelty of persecution, Nu-
tnerous foes have risen up against it—
some, who have aimed to destroy it,
others who have striven to monopolize
it, and ungodly men, who have hated
4t for its purity and its penalties.

But from all these assaults it has
been preserved. It has survived the
shocks of all its enemies, and with-
stood the ravages of ‘time. The very
monuments of man’s power have beecn
converted into the mockery of his
weakness. His eternal cities moulder
4n their ruins, and the serpent hisses
in the cabinet where he planned his
empire,

Yet, notwithstanding all this deso-
lation, the stream which first bubbled
up at the foot of the Eternal
“Throne has continued to roll on with
silent majesty and might, bearing down
ach opposing barrier, and declaring
to perishing multitudes on its brink,
that, while “all flesh is grass, and all
‘the glory of man as the flower of grass,
the Word of the Lord endureth fore
ever.”

No weapon that has ever been
formed against the Bible has prospered.
It has survived the power of secret
treachery and open violence, The time
has been when to read it was death.
Infidelity has fought against it with re-
lentless  malignity, but it has success-
fully resisted all its notency. The iden-
tical press, indeed, which was employed
by Voltaire and the Ifrench Institute to
disseminate their attacks upon the

Bible, has since been used to print the
very volume they so vainly sought to
destroy.

Thus has the Word of the Lord lived
and triumphed. Portions of it were
written thousands of yeary ago. Whole
libraries of works have perished, of
much more modern date. Never was
book more bitterly hated. Most malevo-
lent efforts have been put forth for its
annihilation. XKings and emperors and
generals, philosophers, statesmen, and
legislators, have all aimed at its extir-
pation. Yet has it flourished, while its
adversaries have been blasted one after
another.—Alfred Nevin,
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The great Adversary's latest attack i3
through creedal misrepresentations on
the one hand and “Higher Criticism”
and Evolution theory on the other
Fand. Only the few really understand
it; because “The secret of the Lord is
with them that reverence Him, and He
will show them His Covenant.”

BAPTISTS ENDORESE HIGHER
CRITICISM

Amongst the most staunch adher-
ents to the Bible are the Baptists. It,
therefore, caused 2all the more aston-
ishment that at their Convention in
Canada they endorsed Higher Criti-
cism—Infidelity. In their Toronto Ed-
ucational Institution the Bible and its
so-called Higher Critics had a contest.
When the decision went against the
Eible, an appeal was made to the Con-
vention. The Convention upheld High-
er Criticism in its endorsement of the
cortinued teaching of Higher Criti-
cism in Baptist Theological Schools.
ToUrofrdpout twentytyears rirder *CYil
icism has becn taking a more and
more pronouncced stai.d in all the Bap-
tist Theological Seminaries, as well
as in all other Protestant Seminaries.
The surprising thing about the pro-
cecdings of the Convention is that this
brand of infidelity has gained such
strength and such courage that it is
willing to announce itself publicly to
the whole world as Anti-Biblical.
Iere we see reflected what we have
ki some years been pointing out,
Admely, that all the young ministers
of all denominations are being grad-
uated as Higher Critics, Infidels, with
exactly the same view. of the Rible as
Robt. Ingersoll and Thos. Paine held
and advocated.

The only difference is that these
young ministers pose as Christians and
belivers in a personal God and in Hiz
revelation of Iis character and Plan
in the RBible, whereas they are totally
unbelievers, Christianity is losing its
hold when its very foundation is

“laughed at by its most prominent ren-

resentatives. He who disbelieves the
Bible record of Adam and Eve and the
fall must also disbelieve any necessity
for a redemption _<€ the fallen race.

Those who believe that Adam fell
upward, instead of downward, cannot
have sympathy or appreciation for the
words of the Master, that He came to
seck and to recover that which was
lost. They do not believe that we
were redeemed by the precious bhlood
of Christ, They totally deny the Mas-
ter’s own words that e came into the
world to give Himself a ransem-price,
a corresponding offset, for human siz
and condemnation. What Gospel have
such ministers to preach and how few
ministers there are in any denomina-
tion that are not Higher Critics—In-
fidels? The remainder are classed as
old fogies and are not in demand.

Thus we see fulfilling before our
eyves the Master’s words, “When the
Son of Man cometh, shall He find faith
in the earth?” The faith once deliv-
ered to the saints is certainly not very
generally held to-day, even amongst
those who profess to be the special ad-
vocates, mouthpieces and champions
of true religion. -

Thieves in Paradise

Luke 23:43.—This greatly mis-
understood text explained in ({
ProrLeEs Purpit, Volume I, Numw- {
ber 7. §
jf“d post card for free sample, (?
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Do YouBelieve in the Resutrection of the Dead?

*“ He preached unto them Jesus and the Resurrection.””
(Aets 17:32.)
.. . then is our preaching vain, and your faith is also vain; . . .thes is not

Resurrection of the dead some mocked.”’

dead,

(Acts 17:18.)  *“ And when they heord of the
““If there be no Resurrection of &

Christ rzised, and . .. ye are yet in your sins. Then they also which are
fallen asicep in Christ are perished.’” — I Cor. 15:13-18.

WHEN we remember that the word
“resurrection” is used no less
than thirty-seven times in the New
Testament, besides various other words
of similar import; and when we re-
member that all the prominent creeds
of Christendom declare faith in a
resurrection as an integral and essen-
tial part of Scriptural doctrine and of
the hope of eternal life—in view of
these facts, and of the strong language
of the texts above quoted, whose in-
spiration is conceded by all Christians,
it may seem strange that we should
ask any Christian the question, Do you
believe in the resurrection of the dead?
Nevertheless, we have serious rea-
son to doubt that a belief in the resur-
rection of the dead prevails amongst
Christians to any considerable extent;
and it is because we believe the resur-
rection to be a very important doc-
trine in its connection with other doc-
trines of Scripture (throwing light
upon other doctrines), that we desire
to call general attention to this sub-
ject and to invite an examination of
our question in the light of facts and of
Scripture; our hope being that afier
a careful examination of the subject
many more of God’s people. will come
to believe—consistently, logically,
Scripturally—in a resurrection.

*Resurrectfon Rareiy Uhosen iNow As a
Subject for Sermons.

“Like priest, like people,” is an old
adage, which implies that the views of
the teaching or clerical class on any
subject may safely be considered an
index to the views of their parishion-
ers. It is not difficult to ascertain the
views of the clergy of all denominations
on the subject of the resurrection of
the dead; for, although that topic is
rarely chosen for discourse, except
upon Easter Sunday, it is, nevertheless,
indissolubly attached to every funeral
service; and these numerous occasions,
we believe, amply justify us in the
statement that both the clergy of all
denominations and their people have
little or no faith in a resurrection of
the dead.

True, it is customary on every fu-
neral occasion to read the words of the
Apostle Paul, in which he sets forth
the resurrection as the Christian’a
hope (I Cor. 15), but this seems to be
a mere concession on the part of the
officiating minister. Ie feels it to be
his duty to read something on the
subject, but his remarks following the
reading prove most conclusively that,
so far from believing that the person
whose corpse is about to be buried is
dead, he belicves, and instructs his
hearers that thev should believe that
their friend and neighbor is “more
alive than he ever was.”” Frequently,
indeed, he plays directly into the hands
of the “Spiritualists” and “Christian
Scientists,” by telling the audience that
the spirit of their dead friend is with
them in the room, hoverinzg over them;
and that if permitted to speak he
would say to them, “Dry your tears;
weep not for me; I am far better off
in glory.”

To Many Death Has Become a Delusion
and Not a Reality

Indeed, it has come to be the gen-
eral belief among Christian people that
death is a delusion, and not a reality;
that people merely scem to die, and
do not die; that they merely experience
a change to a hizher form of being,
that so-called “Christian Scientists”
are quite correct in saying, ‘“There is
no death.”

Whoever holds such views does not,
cannot consistently believe in  ‘“the
resurrection of the dead;” because if
no one is dead, how can there be a
resurrection of the dead? Wherein
would be the sense in speaking of a
resurrection of the dead to life, if they
already have life more abundantly
than they possessed it before they
seemingly died?

But thousands of ministers would
answer us, saying, “When speaking of

the resurrection, we merely mean &
resurrection of the body—the bodies
which we bury are all to come forth
again from the grave, and the spirits
which parted from them in death are
to be rehabilitated in those bodies in
the resurrection, This is what we mean
by resurrection.”

sWell, welll Who would have sup=-
posed such inconsistency on the part
of so many learned and well-meaning
men! Before taking up the Scriptural
side of the question, to show that such
expectations are at variance with the
Scripture teaching, let us examine the
proposition of these ministers in the
light of its own inconsistency.

“Consistency, Thou Art a Jewel.”

(1) They tell us that the deceased i
“far better off,” in that he has gotten
free from the “fetters of the flesh,”
and that now “his free spirit wings its
flight to God, no longer hampered and
hindered by the mortal dust.”” ‘They
go into ecstacsies in describing the
grandeur and liberty and blessedness
of the one who has died, and who, by
reason of getting rid of the body, has
attained to life more abundant, knowl-
edge a hundredfold, and blessings
indescribable,
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the Scriptures rcferring to the resur-
rection and  (wholly misconstruing
those Scriptures) tell us that by and
by, at the second coming of the Lord
Josus Christ, the same bodies of flesh
that were buried will be reorganized
(MDr. Talmage, in his famous resurrec-
tio>n sermon pictured the resurrection
morning, and the entire sky darkened
with the fragments of human bodics
coming together from various parts of
the earth, where a finger, a foot, or a
hand had been lost by accident, dis-
ease or amputation); they tell us that
then the spirit beings which, they say,

left those bodies at death, will
return to them, as their everlasting
habitations. Then, inasmuch as the

resurrection is Scripturally set forth
to be the grand and glorious result and
consummation of our salvation, they
feel compelled to go into ecstasies over
their erroneous presentation of the
resurrection, and to tell how glorious
and grand will be the result.

The Man 50 Would Be Sadly Handi-
capped.

They seem to overlook entirely the
inconsistency of these two proposi=
tions; and they expect that their hear-
cry will be similarly inconsistent and
illogical (and apparently their expecta-
tions are fully justified, for the major-
ity of their hearers swallow the incon-
sistency without difficulty); yea, many
of them seem to think that the more
inconsistent and unreasonable their
belief may be, the more reason they
have to congratulate themselves that
they have a very strong faith. How-
ever, the real fact is that they have
a very strong credulity. But they will
have no reward for believing unrea-
sonable. things which God’s Word has
not taught, but has contradicted.

Who cannot see, if he will, that the
man who dies fifty years old, if in
dying he obtains life more abundant
and knowledge a hundredfold, and a
freedom to “wing his flight,” etc.,
would be sadly disappointed by a
resurrection—if it should mean to. him
reimprisonment in a tenement of clay,
with physical restrictions and human
limitations? And then, if he had thus
for centuries been a ‘free spirit,’”*
roaming at liberty throughout the Uni-
verse, untrammeled by a body and
bodily limitations, where would be the
consistency on God’s part of reimpris-
oning such an one in a human body,
whose powers and uses would be en-
tirely forgotten during those centuries
of liberty? And if {0 be without a
body is “perfect bliss,” as the funeral
orators tell, how could there be any-
thing added to perfect bliss bv a resur-
rection of the body, and a reincarcerge
tion therein?
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i ¥rom the foregoing considerations
we feel that we are justiiied in our
‘assumption that the vast majority of
[@hristian people do not believe in a
gpesurrection—neither the  Scriptural
“Rind (“a resurrection of the dead”),
nor in the kind they themselves teach,
namely, a resurrection of the body.

The Scriptures Hold Out the Only
Hope, the Blessed Hope, the
Consistent Hope,

‘With this preface to our subject we
go to the Scriptures to learn from
them what is meant by “the resurrec-
tion of the dead,” and in what manner
end why the Seriptures speak of the
resurrection as the hope, the only
hope, the blessed hope, not only of
the Lord’s pecople, who are to have
part in the “first resurrection,” but of
the world in general, who are to
have an opportunity to share in the
resurrection of judgment, improperly
translated, “the rcsurrection of dam-
nation.”—John 5:29. .

‘Whoever would believe the Scriptural
doctrine of the resurrection must also
bdlieve the Scriptural doctrine respect-
Ing death—that dcath is death, the
cessation of life, Then, and not until
then, will he be able to understand the
Apostle’s words in our text, “If there
be no resurrection of the dead, . . .
then they which are fallen asleep in
Christ are perished.”

Nor is this statement by the great
Apostle Paul an exception to or indif-
ferent from the teaching of the Scrip-
tures elsewhere. Their unanimous
testimony is that the dead ar. dead;
that “in that very day their thoug.ts
perish.” (Psa. 146:4.) Of the dead the
Scriptures further declare, “His wsons
come te honor and he knoweth it not;
to dishonor, and he perceiveth it not
©f them;” “for there is neither wisdom,
not knowledge, nor device in the grave
whither thou goest.”—Job 14:21; Eccl.
9:10.
W7y

Shall V/e BRelieve—God

Satan?

Here is a direct conflict between
modern teachers and the inspired Word,
the Scriptures claiming that the dead
know not anything, the modern thco-
}eogians claiming that they know every-
thing. The Ilible claims that the dead
are really dead, and have really suf-

or
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for sin pronounced against our race—
“Dying thou shalt die.” The opposgers
take up with Satan’s delusive state-
ment to Mother Eve, “Ye shall not
surely die,” and attempt to prove that
the dead are not dead; that God’s pen-
alty against sin did not go into effect,
and that death, so far from heing the
sentence or curse upon our race, is a
blessing, a step in a general process
of evolution. The two theories are as
far apart as the poles, and the two
tcachers of these two theories, as we
have shown, are God, on the one hand,
and Satan, “a liar from the beginning,”
on the other hand. Which shall we
believe?

The entire Plan of Salvation is con-
nceted with this question. If death
was not the penalty of sin, incurred
through Adam, then “life and that
mwore abundant” is not the reward and
blessing of God secured through Christ
by a resurrection. Satan’s proposition,
which has been so widely accepted by
the Lord’s people, and which exercises
so blinding an influence upon their
minds, is the reversal, in every sense
of the word, of the Divine proposition
that death is the curse or penalty of
sin; that Christ died to release man
from, this sentence or curse, and that
the release comes by the resurrection
of the dcad, who otherwise ,would
never have future life, as says the
Apostle in our text. Satan’s theory
declares death a blessing which brings
the fulness of life and liberty and
joy, and would make of the resurrec-
tion a curse, bringing imprisonment
and difficulty and restriction and pain
and trouble,

The Apostle Preached Jesus and the
Resurrection.

No wonder that, blinded by this de-
ception of the Adversary, the majority
of the great theologians of Christen-
dom—and rapidly their many follow-
ers—are leaving the doctrine of the
Atonement, which declares that “as
by a man [Adam] came death, so also
by a man [the man Christ Jesus]
comes the resurrection of the dead;
that as all in Adam die, even so all
in Christ shall be made alive.—I Cor,
15:21, 22.

If the reality of death is denied, it is
no more wuficult to deny the reality
of gin. If it is claimed that Father
Adam was not crcated in the image
and likcness of God, but was created
a very elose image and likeness of the
monkey, it follows that in that low
condition of intellizgence he was unfit
for trial for eternal life; and it is
only a further step to deny that he
ever had a trial, and that he ever failed
and fell from grace. And ¥f the fall
is denied, and, instead, the claim is
put forward that man has really been
advancing even to the presemt time—
losing his likeness to the monkey and
gaining in likeness to God, then it
will be consistent also to take the next
step, and declare that sinee man did
not fall he did not need to be re-
deemed from the fall.

And hence, with all such reasoning
upon false Scriptural basis, it appears
logical to deny the oft-repcated decla-
ration of God’s Word, that our Lord
Jesus is our Redeemer, and that “He
is the propitiation for our sins [the
Church’s sins], and not for ours only,
but also for the sins of the whole
‘world,” giving for us, as our ransom or
corresponding price, His own life, that
He might buy back the forfeited life of
Adam. k

We thus sce that the leading lights
of Christendom today, repudiate both
of the cardinal features of the Gospel,
which the Apostle preached of old:
*He preached Jesus and the resurrcc-
tion”—Jesus as the Redeemer of man-
kind from sin and its curse—death—
and the resurrection as the grand re-
sult of that redemptive work, by which
the blessing secured by the Ransom-
sacrifice will be made applicable to and
available for whosoever wills to ac-
cept eternal life upon the terms of
this Age. We are reminded here of
our Lord’s own words respecting un-
belief at the present time: He says,
“When the Son of Man cometh, shall
He 8ﬁnd the faith on the earth?’—Luke

The Five Senses in Full Accord with
the Scriptures.

The Scripture decclarations respect-
ing death are in full accord with the
testimony of the five senses given us
as men by our Creator; and this is
what we should expect, though we
should be ready to admit the possibility
of our senses being in error if the
Divine revelation contradicts our
senses. But wheit our senses are con-
tradicted by a human theory, contrary
to ‘Scriptural statements, the theory
should be rejected and the testimony
of the senses held to be true: and when
the Scriptures and our senses together
unite in one testimony, it is certainly
wrong to hold to a theory of human
dissolution, which is contradicted by
Divine revelation and by our own
senses as well. And whoever thus re-
pudiates his God-given (though sin-
impaired) senses and the Divine testi-
mony, need expect nothing else than
0 be led into darkness and g@tumbling.

Today, as eighteen centuries ago, the
blind are leading the blind into the
ditch of unbelief and error.

“As Dieth the One, So Dieth the
Other; They Have All One
Breath.”

The testimony of our senses, like the
testimony of God’s Word, is that death
means the loss of life, and not an in-
crease of life, Watch the dying one
and note his weakening powers, mental
and physical, until the spark of life be-
comes extinct. You have seen nothing
go from him, you have heard nothing
but the death-rattle; you have felt the
gradual cessation of the pulse, and
noted: the gasping for breath; and all
of your senses which you can exercise
upon the subject tell you that your
friend, your loved one, is dead—alive
neo longer. You look about you and
study the subject and inquire of
others, “What next?” The answer to
your senses is, “The next thing is cor-

ruption; when the spark of life has
gone the corpse must be buried; ‘dust
to dust, ashes to ashes.” You note

the similarity between the death of
your friend and loved one and the
death of the brute beast, and your
senses can discern no difference be-
tween them; and the Scripturcs de-
clare, “As dieth the one, so dicth the
o'ther; they have all one [spirit of life]
breath.”—IZcel, 3:19.

But with a longing for a future life,
implanted in your nature by our Creca-
tor, you inquire, 1Is there no hope;
hath a man no pre-eminence above a
beast? The Scriptures answer your
question, assuring us that, physically
speaking, man “hath no pre-emineuce
above a beast.”” DBut the Scriptures
assure us that although mankind is
not; possessed of any power of life be-
yond that of the beast, the Creator has,
nevertheless, made a provision for
man that He did not make for the
beast; and that provision is the very
thing for which we long, namely, ever-
lasting life. The Scriptures point out
to us that this provision for man’s
everlasting life was made by the Lord
in the beginning—not by implanting a
deathless quality in the man’s consti-
tution, but by providing in the life-
sustaining trces of the Garden of
Eden, the means of continuing his life
everlastingly; nevertheless, this pro-
vision was conditional, dependent upon
man’s obedience to his Creator.

The Scriptures point out that man’s
disobedience brought upon him the sen-
tence of death, and that the execution
of that sentence was effected by driv-
ing him out of the Garden and away
from the life-sustaining fruit of its
trees. Thus driven out, the sentence,
“Dying, thou shalt die,”” took effect
upon Father Adam gradually, and he
lived out nearly to the end of the first
thousand-year day. Iis posterity, be-
coming weaker and weaker as genera-
tions rolled by, are to-day (notwith-
gstanding the many advancements in
science, and mecdicine and sanitary ar-
rangements), reduced to an average of
about thirty-five years—“and if by
reazon of strength they be fourscore
years, yet is their strength labor and
sorrow” and they are soon “cut off from
the land of th. living,” to go into “the
land of the enemy”—into the great
prison-house of death, in which it is
estimated that over twenty thousand
millions of our raee are already—
“where the wicked cease from troubling
and the weary are at rest.”—JFob 8:17-
19,

“#Jecus Died, the Just for the Unjust.”

The Scriptures answer our inquiries
respecting the dead. While assuring
us of the justice of the Divine scntence
of death, they mnevertheless declare
that our Creator is a God cof mercy
and of pity, and that when there was
no eye to pity and no arm to dcliver
us, His Arm brought salvaticn to us.
The Scriptures, mereover, point out to
us the Lord Jesus Christ as the Arm
of Jehovah, stretched down for our
relief from sin and sickness and pain
and trouble, and for our dcliverance
from the prison-house of decath, and
for our restoration to the liberties and
privileges of sons of God.

It was in harmony with this Divine
sympathy that, in due time, God sent
His only begotten Son into the world,
for our redemption—to give for us tho
ransom-price, and ultimately to re-
cover all who will accept of Divine
meé ¢y, from all the consequences of the
fal. by a resurrection from the dead.
But Divine Love could not make void
Divine Justice; it was necessary that
God should be just,.if He would be the
justifier of them that believe in Jesus;
hence the demands of Justice—the pen-
alty for sin—must be paid by our Re-
deemer, before the work of release and
restitution could begin. And here we
have the best of evidence respecting
what is the penalty of sin, and what
is not; because, since our Lord Jesus
pays for us the just penalty of sin,
what He laid down for us will prove
what was the penalty against us. What
did He do for us? The Scriptures
answer: He laid down His life for us;
“He died for our sins;” “He died, the
Just for the unjust;” ‘“He poured out
Fis soul unto death;” He ‘“made His
soul an offering for [our] sin,” and ‘“by

His stripes we are healed.”—Rom, 5:8;
1 Pet. 3:18; Isa. 53:4, 6, 10.

Nothing is more evident than that
our Lord Jesus did not suifer an eter-
nity of tormemt as the price of our re-
demption; and hence, if the matter
needed proot we have here the proof
that eternal torment was not the pen-~
alty for our sins, On the contrary,
the fact that our Lord Jesus died for
our sins, and that the Heavenly
Father accepted of that sacrifice of
His life on our behalf, proves that it
was our lives that were forfeited by
sin; that the full penalty of the Divine
Law against us as a race was the de-
privation of life. The whole raee,
under wsentence of death, has gone
down to the great prison-house of
death—the grave, sheol, hades. And sc
our dear Rcdeemer, when He gave up
His life for us, went also to sheol;
hades, the grave. He took our place,
and suffered for us the penalty for our
sins.

But as Jesus’ death ransoms man
from the wsentence of death, so His
resurrection from death became the
assurance of the justification of all who
accept and obey Him. The Heaven-
ly ¥Yather gave evidence that the Ran-
som price was entirely satisfactory;
and our Lord, who was thus obedient
to the Father, was raised from the dead
and, as the Father's Agent and Rep-
resentative, will soon begin the work:
of blessing the entire world redeemed
by His precious blood.

The Prison-House of Death to Be
Opened and the Prisoners
Set Free.

The blessing of the world means the
breaking open of the prison-house and °
the setting at liberty of the captives,
who for six thousand years have been
going into the prison-house of death.
For this reason our Lord is called the
Life-giver, because His great work
will be to give back life to the world
of mankind, who lost life in Adam.
And since the restoration of life tc
mankind will mean the removal of
pains and sicknesses and troubles,
which are a part of the dying process,
our Rcdeemer is styled the Great.
Physician.

The prophecy which mentions the
breaking open of the prison-house of
death, and the setting at liberty of its
captives (Isa. 42:7), was applied, and
unquestionably correctly, by our Lord
to Himself; but He did not break open
the prison-house of death, and set all
the captives free by resurrection imme-
diately upon His own resurrection. He
tells us when this work will be done,
saying (John 5:25-29), “The hour
cometh in which all that are in the
graves shall hear the voice of the Son
of Man, and come forth;” ‘“and they
that hear [ebey Xis voice then, Acts
3:227 ghall live.” .

Our Lord thus passed over the in-
terim of the Gospel Age, and pointed
to the grand consummation of His work
in the incoming Age because such was
the Father’s prearranged Plan. ‘“The
Father sent the Son,” and the Son will-
ingly undertook the work of redemmp-
tion, at a time sufiiciently in advance
of the “Times of Restitution,” er
resurrection, and the gcneral blessing
of the world during the Reign of Mes-
skah, to leave the interim of this Gos~
pel Age for another work, namely,
for selecting from the world a “little
flock,” a “royal priesthood,” a ‘“pecu-
liar people,” a “holy nation,” to be
joint-heirs with Christ Jesus their
Lord in the honors of the Mediatorial
Kingdom. hese shall be associated
with the Redeemer in the grand and
glorious work of destroying the Prince
cf Darkness and breaking open the
prison-house of death, and setting at
liberty the captives of sin and igno=-
rance and superstition; and in fulfilling
generally all the provisions of the’
gracious promises of God made to
Father Abraham, that in his Seed
(Christ, and His elect Body, the
Church), “all the families of the earth
shall be blessed.”—Gal. 3:8, 16, 29,

“Blessed and Holy Are They Whe
Have Part in the First
Resurrection.”

This brings us to the Seriptura}
proposition, that there is a first, a chief
or special resurrection, and a general
one later. The first or superior resur-
rection includes the resurrection of our
Lord Jesus Christ and of the entire
elect “Church which is His Body"’—
no more, no less. “Rlegssed and holy
are all they that have part in the First
Resurrection; on  such the Second
Death hath no power, but they shall

“ Wha:;ay the Scriptures Aboutgg
SHEOL—HADES—HELL?
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De kings and priests unto God and shall
gelgn on the earth”-——the Messianic
Kingdom class. Those who will share
in this First Resurrection will experi-
ence an instantaneous ‘“change’” from
the human nature to the Divine na-
ture—the highest of the spirit natures;
not human, not flesh and blood, for
“flesh and blood cannot inherit the
Kingdom of God.”* Their trial and
perfecting of heart takes place before-
hand, and only the “overcomers” will
receive this blessing. Some of the
characteristics of their change are in-
dicated by the Apostle as a _change
from weakness to power, from dishonor
to glory, from corruption to incorrup-
tion, from a natural [human] body to
a spirit body. .

The time for this best, or chief resur-
~ection, is everywhere in Scripture in-
dicated to be at the close of the Gos-
pel Age, at a time when the entire
Gospel Church will be completed. This
includes the living members, whqse
#change” to spirit nature will be in-
stantaneous, so that the momegt of
their dying as human beings will be
the moment of their “change” to per-
fect spirit beings. Meantime, the
Scriptures declare that the Lord's pco-
vle who have dicd, like the rest ef
mankind, are rcally dead, as human
beings, and know mnot anything; but
fnasmuch as God has provided for
their resurrection, and inasmuch as
they have been informed respecting it,
and have hopes thercin, therefore they
are spoken of as being merely asleep—
resting from their labors; waiting for
“the crown of righteousness, which the
f.ord, the righteous Judge, shall give
me at that day, and not to me only,”
as the Apostle declares.

The General Resurrection to Be a Rais-
ing Up By Judgment.

And, likewise the world of mankind,
even though they know not of the Lord
a3 yet, are spoken of as being “asleep
in Jesus,” because, as the whole world
was under condemnation of decath
through Adam, and that without
knowledge or volition on their part, at
the time of the sentence, for they were
then in the loins of their father, Adam,
s0 now, since Jesus laid down His life
a Ransom for all, and becawse they
all shall be awakened from death,
therefore it is proper for all those who
are aware of the Divine provision for
the awakening, by faith to speak of
the interim figuratively as a sleep.

Thus the Apostle exhorts us to trust
and hope in the resurrection-as re-
spects all our dear friends who go
down into the prison-house of death,
and not merely as respects those who
were sanctified in Christ Jesus, which
would include, as a rule, only a small
proportion of those for whom we would
be inclined to sorrow. He says, “I
would not have you to be ignorant,
brethren, concerning them which are
asleep [a¥ our sleeping friends], that
ye sorrow not even as others, who have
no hope. For if we believe that Jesus
died fa Ransom for all] and rose again
[that He might be Lord and Life-giver
to all] even so [let us believe as truly
that] those also which sleep in Jesus
[all whom He purchares with His pre-
cious blood]l will Goa bring by Him
[from the prison-house of deathl.”

But as the First Resurrcction is the
resurrection of the blessed and holy,
of the sanctified in Christ Jesus, His
Body, so the general resurrection,
which is for the world, is designateqd as
g resurrection of judgment,” mis-
translated in our common version
“resurrection of damnation.” It is
styled a “resurrection of judgment”
because, while all the preparation has
been made, so far as God is concerned,
for granting to the world of mankind
a full resurrection or restitution back
to all that was first given to Adam,
and lost by his disobedience, to be re-
covered by our Savior's precious
blood, vet there are certain conditions
attached to thiz blessing upon which
it depends, namely, the conditions of
the New Covenant.

God does not propose to give eternal
life through Christ to any others than
those who earnestly desire it, and who
are in heart sympathy with the prin-
ciples of rightcousness whieh must al-
ways be the L.aw of the Divine Gov-
ernment. Hence when the world is
awalkened from the sleep of death, it
will not signify resurrecticen, but much
less; for resurrection, in its full, com-
plete, Scriptural sense, siznifies a
complete raising up, out of sin and out

* Some are confused by this expression,
yfesh and blood'’; they fail to see that it
signifies human nature: we therefore invite
such to examine the use of the same phrase

elsewhere, by the same New Testament
writers. In so doing they will be convinced
that our definition. human nature, is the cor-

rrct one, the Seriptural one, See the follow-
fng uses of the phrase: Matt. 16:17; John 3:5,
6; I. Cor. 15:50.

TR

“WHERE

A sample

have been remarkable.

ARE THE DEAD?”

This sermon was published in PeopLEs Purerr, Volume I, Number 3.
The interest aroused, and the great dermand for copies of this sermon

of death, to perfection of being, per-
fection of life.

The first work of Christ and the
Church in the world, for those who
have gone down inte death, the prison,
will be their awakening to physical
conditions, similar to those in which
they died. The surrounding conditions
of society will then be greatly im-
proved; kmowledge will have taken the
p_lace of ignorance, and the reign of
righteousness and the law of love will
at that tire have superceded the rule
of sin under the law of selfishness; and
Satan will be bound, that he shall de-
ceive the nations no more for the
thousand years. TUnder the favorable
conditions of that Mediatorial King-
dom, all mankind will be required to
make prozgress in the knowledge of the
Lord and I the bringing of their own
hearts and lives into accord with His
law of Love. Whosoever then will
make no effort in the right direction
will be cut off from life, in the Second
Death, after one hundred years of
trial (Isa. 65:20), although he would
then, under the changed conditions, be
properly reckoned as only a lad.

3ut while judgment will thus pass
against ome who fails to make prog-
ress, and will eut short his further op-
portunity, the same judgment, by the
same  Judge, will operate favorably to
all who will seck righteousness, and
make progress in harmony with the
laws of the Kingdom; so that year by
year they will be growing mertally,
physically and morally stronger—ap-
proximating gradually the fmll, com-
rlete standard of perfect manhood, the
image and likeness of the Creator, as
first represented in Father Adam. Thus
the resurrection, so far as the world is
concerned, will be a gradual work; its
first step an awakening from the sleep
of unconsciousness and nonentity; its
succeeding steps will be along the lines
of judgment, the conduct of those who
are on trial being either approved or
disapprowved; and culminating either in
their sentence to the Second Death, in-
corrigible, and unworthy of the gift
of God, eternal life—or in their perfec-
tion, and their final adjudgment of
worthi ess to have and enjoy the great
boon of Life Eternal, under the blessed
conditiens which are then promised to
prevail—wvhen there shall be no more
sighing, no mere dying, ne more cry-
ing, because there will be no more sin
and none of the penalties for sin, for
all the former things shall have passed
away.—Rev. 21:4.

The Condition of the Dead Spoken of
As a Sleep.

The condition of all the dead, up to
the time when the resurrection work
begins, is ome of total uneonsciousness:
“There is neither wisdom, nor knowl-
edge, nor device in the grave whither
thou goest”; ‘“His sons come to honor
and he knoweth it not, to dishonor,
and he perceiveth it not of them.” Of
each of the Patriarchs of the past it is
written, “He slept with his fathers’;
“He fell asleep.” And so also in the
New Testament we have a similar rec-
ord: “Stephen fell asleep.” The Apostle
Paul speaks of those who saw the Lord
after His resurrection and says, “He
was seen of above five hundred breth-
ren at once, of whom the greater part
remain to this present time, but some
are fallen asleep.” Again he speaks
of some which are “fallen asleep in
Christ,” here distinguishing between
the Church, who are in Christ,* as
members of His Body, and the weorld of
mankind in general, who “gleep In
Jesus.”—Eccl. 9:10; Job 14:21; I. Kings
2:10; 11:43; Acts 7:60; I Cor. 15:6, 18; I
Thess, 4:14.

The Apostle shews
condition will prevail,
the Churcl, until tke time of the sec-
ond coming of Christ, assuring us that
the living members of the Church at
the time of the Lord’s Second Advent
wili not be blessed prior to those that
have fallen asleep, but contrariwise,
the living “ghall not prevent [hinder]
them that are asleep,” for the dead in
Christ shall arise first; then we who
arce alive and remain will be hlessed,
and ultimately experience our ‘“change.”
“Thou Sowest Not that Body Which

Shall Be.”

The moment of reawakening will
scem to the awakened ones to be the
next moment after their death—'for
there is neither wisdom, knowledge nor
device in the grave.” The bodies in
which the world will be awakened will
be practically the same as those which
died, though not the same atoms of
matter; for in the hands of our Creator
one atom of dust is as good as an-
other in this great work. Thus the

* Christ is the title of our Lord as the
}\‘ow Creature, and of His office; while Jesus
is t)}e name of the Redeemer, thmough whose
sacrifice comes to all men an opportunity to
share in a resurrection of the dead.

-that this sleep-
even as respects
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Apostle says, “Thou sowest not that
body which shall be.” The bodies of
the world, as they shall be when awak-
ened, will be really new bodies, in the
sense that they will be different atoms
of matter; but they will be old bodies,
in the sense that they will be dupli-
cates of those which died and went
to dust. We cannot wonder that the
worldly mind, which knows not God
and knows not of His .ower, cavils at
the thought of resurrection. It will be
a most stupendous work, more wonder-
ful by far than man's original crea-
tion; it will thus be to the world of
mankind, and to the angels of heaven
also, the grandest exhibition ever given
of Divine Omnipotence,

His Omnipotence and Wisdom Will Be
Exhibited.

He who formed man in the begin-
ning, in His Own image, has the power
not only to form him again of the dust
aof the ground, and to re-enkindle the
gpark of life, but yet more than in
these will He exhibit both His Omnipo-
tence and His Infinite Wisdom in the
restoration to each being of a brain
like his present one, having recorded
therein the events and ecircumstances
which have transpired in the present
life—just as the wax cylinder of a
phonograph kLears in itself the recorded
words of the speaker, which can be
reproduced at another time and place.
None but an Infinite Being could claim
the power thus to reproduce the very
thoughts of the billions of mankind.
He of whom it is said that e knows
the very hairs of our heads and their
number, and that not a sparrow can
fall to the ground without His notice—
only He could do so great and wonder-
ful a thing; and only as we #have

learned to have confidence in Him
through tne revelation of His Word
could we exercise faith in such @
stupendous miracle as He has prom-
ised shall be performed.

Nor need we expect that the world
of mankind will all be awakened simule
taneously, but rather that the greas
work of the Messianic Kingdom wilk
begin with those who have not gone
down to the tomb, but who are never-
thelass in death, in the sense that they
are net alive in the complete, full
measure of freedom from the power of
death. When the work of’ restitution
shall have progressed to seme extent
with these, we may expect that some
of those who have previously fallen
asleep in death will be awakened, and

share in the blessings of that glorious{

Day. Later, others, and still others,
will arise, until eventually it will be
true that, in that Day, the Day of
Christ, “all that are in the graves
ghall hear the voice of the Son of
Man”’—shall obey the mandate, “Come
forth”—and shall be brought to a
knowledge of the goodness and love
and mercy of God; and, if they will,
ultimately to the full perfection of
human nature—the earth, meanwhile,
being fitted and prepared as a Parae
dise of God for His restored family.
Meantime, the exhortation to all the
“called” in the present Age is that we
should seek to make our ‘“calling and
election sure” to a place in the King-
dom class, to a change of nature, from:
human to divine, and thus have &
right, under the Divine arrangement,
to have a part in the ‘‘first resurrec-
tion”—the chief resurrection, the resur-
rection to the perfection of the Divine
nature with its glory and its homor.

New Danger in

Christian Sctence

“DEATH is mertal error!’ This is
the deelaration of go-called Chris-
tian Science. All Christian Scientists
thus far have made failures; at least,
according to their own theory. They
had hoped that Mrs. Eddy would never
yield to mortal error and hence that
she would never die. DBut she, too,
has gone the way of all the earth. How
uncomfortable must be the relizious
theory which fails its votaries at the
very last! Xvery other religicus sys-
tem at least claims progress, growth,
from grace to grace; from knowledge
to knowledge; from one attainment to
another. But Christicn Science must
admit that thus far zll of its votaries
have made shipwreck of their faith in
the end—have yielded, according to
their own theory, to “mortal error”—
to the error of thinking that there is
such a thing as death and going into
it. Alas! how poor and wcak is the
human mind! How easily deluded!
Beheld Now a Crave Panger!
We hawve zalrcady prointed out that
the teaching of Christian Science
(that there is no sin and there is no
death) is in direct centradiction to
God’'s Word—*The wages of sin is
death,” “The soul that sinneth, itsuall
die.” 'We have pointed out, on- the
contrary, that Christian Science is in
full agreement with Satan’s first false-
hood, by which he deceived our first

parents, saying, “Ye shall not surely
die.” (Gen. 3:4.) We do not mean to
say that Christian Scientists are,

knowingly in league with Satan and
willingly propagating his falsehoods.
We have, however, declared and now
repeat that we believe that Christian
Science delusion is of Satan, with
whose word it agrees, and that it is
not of God, whose Word it contradicts.

The Apostle speaks of the “depths of
Satan,” and again says that ‘“we are
not ignorant of his devices.” We
have pointed out the probability that
Satan would prosecute his work in the
near future through various materiali-
zations for the further deception of
humanity and their further enslave-
ment to error. But it had not oc-
curred to us that the Adversary might
make more use of Mrs. Eddy after
death than before it—that her “mortal
error” might be made an occasion for
the still further delusion and enslave-
ment of well-meaning but deceived
people, The latest pronouncement
from one of Mrs. Eddy’s most promi-
nent followers, Augusta E. Stetson, im-
plies much:—

(1) Christian Scientists are now di-
rected to expect that, as Jesus arose
from the dead and appeared to His
disciples after His resurrection, so will
Mrs. Eddy do. This, to us, means that
if possible, the fallen angels will ma-
terialize and personate Mrs. Eddy for
the further deception of those who
have almost worshipped her. Such
materializations and deceptions are
only what we have expected, although
we looked for nothing of this kind
from thke Christian Science quarter.

(2) That the teachings of Christian
Science will hereafter be modeled more
carefully along the line which we be-
lieve to be the Truth—teaching that
the Millennium is nigh, even at the
door, with its reign of righteousness
and inauguratioa~ef a new social or-

der. We may be sure, however, tha%
our great Adversary, Satan, will not
advocate any measure of the Truth ex-
cept for the purpose of injuring it or
to take advantage of seeds of Truth,
which the Lord has been permitting
us to plant through wmillions of copiew
of the press. It is a part of his pol-
icy, as the Apostle explains, to put
lizht for darkness and darkness for
lizht, At every presentation of the
Truth of the past, Satan has more or
less successfully introduced grievousg
errors under its cloak,

We give the following extracts from.
the New York “World”:—

Augusta E. Stetson’s Declarations

“T krow, and every true heliever im
Christian Science must know, that
Mrs. Eddy will make a manifestation,
vill reveal herself to me and to othe
ers, to the outside world, the unbe-~
lievers, teo.

“The same situation exists to-day ag
when Jesus of Nazareth died and was
buried. After three days He manl-
fested Himself, to prove that there is
life after deeth. Mrs. Eddy will de
the same, for she occupies in the worl@
of to-day precisely the same posision
that Jesus occupied in His day.

“It may take, will take, longer fog
Mrs. Eddy to pass through the expe=
rience of material death to the stage
of demonstration of everlasting life,
It may not occur for years, or it may
occur to-morrow or next week. But
she will manifest herself, and ail men
shall know of it.

“Those in the church who prafess
doubt of such a demonstration are like
the disciples who doubted till they saw
and felt of Jesus. I shall see Mrs.
Eddy again, and I shall walk by heF
side, holding her hand, along the path
that leads to life which has no death.
All men who will believe will be shown
how they may,
demonstrate over death, but first they
must await Mrs. Eddy’s manifestatfon.

“Yesterday I would ust answer
questions relating to the expected deme=
enstration by Mrs. Eddy--her resure
rection, as some call it I folt them
that the hour for me to speak had not
come. To-day I am convinced the
time is proper. From all quarters ¥
am receiving reports of demoralization

"and sadness im the field eof Christian

Science because of the delay in the
demonstration and because of the
spreading abroad of declarations that
Mrs. Eddy will not manifest herself

“To say that Mrs. Eddy is gone fore
ever is to deny the very principles of
Christian Science and to refute the
teachings of her life and her works.

“The age of the gospel is closed,”
went on Mrs. Stetson, speaking in the
most earnest way. “A new era is
opening, the era of the one thousand
vears which the Bible tells us will fol-
low the second appearance of Christ,
the opening of the Millennium. Christ
means Truth, and Mary Baker Eddy
was Truth on earth again. I am wait-
ing and watching, and my students
are waiting and watching, for we know
the moment is at hand when God will
prove, in the person of Mrs. Eddy, that
she was His inspired mouthpiece, to
teach and unfold the glories of Truth
and Love and Life which are repre-=
sented by Christian Science,”

by spiritual means, -



S u Many Are Called—Few Chosen”

“Come unte me, all ye that are weary and heavy laden and I will give you rest.’’—Matt, 11:28.

QUR TEXT assures us that the
called ones of this Gospel Age are
many in comparison with the few who
will eventually be chosen as the “very
elect”—who are elected or chosen to
be the joint-heirs with Christ in the
‘Messianic Kingdom, which is to bless
the world of mankind in general—
the non-elect. We now consider the
call or invitation which has been made
during this Gospel Age—the class to
whom it has been extended. .
It should be carefully noted that
the Scriptures do not say that all are
called. On the contrary they tell us
that many are blind and deaf to God’s
‘message now being circulated—the Gos-
pel. Such cannot be said to be called
in any proper sense of the word. A
call is an invitation which is heard.
As we look out over the world in
general we see the vast majority in
heathen darkness, as the Apostle ex-
presses it, “having no hope and with-
out God in the world.” (Eph. 2:12)
They have never heard of ‘the only
Name given under heaven and amongst
1en whereby men must be saved.”

Scriptures Misunderstood.

At the present time we have
1,200,000,000 that in no sense
of the word are called by
‘the Lord, and  therefore have

had no opportunity of responding to
that call, With the thought that has
prevailed for centuries, that these un-
called millions are doomed to eternal
torture, the hearts of God’s people
have been very sorely troubled, and
infidelity has been very greatly as-
sisted into a denial of everything per-
taining to Christian faith. All agree
that it would be very unreasonable for
the Creator of those 1,200,000,000 to ex-
pose them to the danger of eternal
torment, and not give them the
slightest opportunity for hearing of
the only terms of salvation from it.
But when we get the correct, the
Scriptural view of the matter, we see
that the penalty upon those 1,200,-
000,600 is, “Dying thou shalt die,” and
that in this particular they are not
different from their fathers, who were
under the same curse, or sentence
of deatlh—the Adamic condemnation.
‘We see from the Scriptures, too, that

our Lord Jesus “by the grace of God
tasied death for every man”’—"“to be
testified in due time.” (Heb. 2:9; 1
Tim. 2:6.) Jesus, therefore, tasted

death for all these 1,200,0Q0,000 and for
all their forefathers. He has given the
ransom price for their sing as well as
for ours, the Church’s, and a resultant
‘plessing must come to them as well
as to us. The coming blessing is a
rescue from the sin-and-death condi-
tions in which they were born; an op-
portunity for rising eut of those condi-
tions of degradation, up, up, up, to full
perfection of nature, and all that was
lost through Adam’s disobedience.
This work of Divine Grace we see is
to be accomplished for the world dur-
ing the Messianic Age, when Christ
and the Elect Church will constitute
God’s Kingdom, with power and great
glory for the blessing of the world.

The Advantage of the Hearing Ear.

We who have heard the Lord’s
voice calling us, inviting us during this
Agoe to joint-heirship in the Kingdom,
have an advantage over the heathen,
as knowledge is always an advantage,
No injustice is done the heathen in
leaving them without this knowledge,
but a favor is conferred upon those
who have the hearing ear. Our sal-
vation, like the world’s, waits for the
New Age. In the morning of that
glorious thousand-year-day the Church
is to be rescued first, as it is written,
“God will help her early in the morn-
ing.” (Psa. 46:5.) These He will use
here as His instrumentalities in bless-
ing the heathen and all the families
of the earth, as says the Apostle John,
“The Spirit and the Bride shall say
come, and whosoever will may come
and take of the water of life freely.”
(Rev. 22:17.) The Bride must be de-
veloped before she can join with the
Spirit in inviting the world to the
blessing which God has in reservation,
and this Gospel Age is for the very
purpose of calling and testing, proving
and sclecting the Bride class; and at
the <lose of this Age the marriage of
the Lamb will come, and the faithful
Church will thenceforth be the Bride
in glory, and in association with the
Bridegroom in His Kingdom work.
Thus our second blessing is the privi-
lege of accepting God’s gracious ar-
rangement and becoming his ‘“very
elect.”

Christendom’s 400,000,000.

Having disposed of the 1,200,000,000
of heathendom, and finding that they
have no call, but are under gross
darkness, blindness, we now turn our
attention to the estimated 409,000.000
called Christendom, and ask to what

extent have these seen, heard and
understood respecting the grace of
God in Christ. Many of them have
heard church bells ring, many of them
have been inside edifices consecrated
to the worship of God, but a com-~
paratively small -number have ever
really heard, in the sense of truly
understanding or knowing the mean-
ing of the Gospel message. These
few who have some understanding of
the message are generally confused
by it, and by reason of this cenfusion
and misunderstanding of the call they
are split into an hundred parties and
sects, Some lay most stress upon
election, others upon free grace, others
upon immersion, others upon various
forms of church government, ete.
Out of the whole number only a com-
paratively small proportion have any
clear conception of the Truth—of how
we became sinners, of what the pen-
alty against the race is, of how Christ
paid the penalty, of how His death was
the satisfaction for our sins, of how
God could be just and justify those
who believe in Jesus, or how the call
began at Pentecost and continued
down during the Age, of the purpose
and object of the call, what the called
are called to and what are the terms
and conditions of the call, and what
will be the result to the majority after,
from amongst the called ones, a few
shall have been chosen to be the
Bride of Christ, the “very elect.”

Light for the Righteous.

This is certainly a fair statement of
the world’s ignorance, and it is cor-
roborated by the Apostle, who tells
us in so many words that ‘“The God
of this world hath blinded the minds
of those who believe not,” and he
again intimates that even believers see
only in part. (2 Cor. 4:4; 1 Cor. 13:12.)
Again he assures us that we who are
believers should desire increasing light,
and be assured that God intended the
light for the Church only—‘“Light is
sown for the righteous, truth for the
upright in heart”; and again, “Thy
Word is a lamp to my feet, a lantern
to my footsteps”; and again, ‘“The
path of the just is as a shining light,
which shineth more and more until the
perfect day.” (Psa. 97:11; 119:105; Prov.
4:18.) The Apostle prays for the
Church along the same lines, intimat-
ing a measure of blindness continuing
with us for some time after we have
accepted Christ and have become His
followers. His words are, “For this
cause I' bow my knees unto the
Father of our Lord Jeusus Christ—that
Christ may dwell in your hearts by
faith; that vye, being rooted and
grounded in love, may be able to com-
prehend with all saints what is the
length and breadth and height and
depth; and to know the love of Christ,
which passeth knowlege.””—Eph. 3:14,
17, 18.

Many, Yet Few.

Do we not see, then, that the called
oneg mentioned by our Lord as ‘“many
called’’ are merely many in propor-
tion to the few who will constitute the
elect? and that the number of called
is not many as respects the whole
number of our race, but, on the con-
trary, few? So then, our Lord’s words,
interpreted by other Scriptures, sig-
nify that a few of the world are called
during this Gospel Age, whereas none
of the world were called prior to this
Gospel Age, during the 4,000 years from
Adam to Jesus. (Eph. 2:12.) Only the
Jewish nation was then dealt with by
the Lord at all, and they were not
called under the terms of this Gospel
Age. As we see the selection
which the Lord is making, we should
appreciate the more the value of our
knowledge of Him, and whatever we
have heard of His Call, that by using
the same we may greatly profit our-
selves and secure the ‘“pearl of great
price,” joint-heirship with our Lord in
His Kingdom. We sghould make our
calling and election sure by diligent
faithfulness to the terms and condi-
tions regulating this selection.

Is Poverty a Blessing?

‘Why did not our Lord say, “Come
ye righteous, come ye educated, come
yve wise, come ye rich?’ Why did
He on the contrary say, “Come unto
Me, all ye that labor and are heavy
laden”? Why did he so frequently
intimate that Fis chosen ones would
be composed chiefly of the poor of
this world, rich in faith? Why did
he say through His Apostles, “Not
many rich, not many great, not many
learned, not many noble, not many
wise hath God chosen, but chiefly the
poor of this world”? (1 Cor. 1:26, 27;
Jas. 2:5)) The answer is not far to
seek: The rich, the noble, the learned,
the self-satisfied righteous are not in
the condition of heart to hunger and
thirst after the things which God has
to give now. And God is so present-
ing His Truth now that it will appeal

only to those of a certain character,
a certain kind of disposition. As for
the righteous He informs us that there
are none such, that all have sinned
and come short, all have violated the
Divine Law, and all are under the
sentence of that Law, even though
some  have sinned much  more
egregiously than others.—Rom. 3:10.

As for education and wisdom, these
do not enter into the Lord’s call, be-
cause, as the Apostle declares, much
of it is foolishness in God’s sight, be-
cause much of it is error; and when
God gets ready to give knowlege and
wisdom to His “very elect” he can
give them the pure article. (. Cor.

13:10).
Why the Poor?

But why should he seek the poor?
Has he need of poverty? We answer,
No! and He is not seeking all of the
poor; but the poor in purse, poor in
influence, poor in education and poor
in character, with all their disad-
vantages, have the great advantage
that their condition is favorable to
humility—it is easier for them to ac-
cept the Lord’s terms and conditions
and to give their all than it is for
others who have more to give up and
who feel less their complete de-
pendence. $So, then, without despising
greatness, nobility, riches, honors, but
while rightly appreciating and valuing
these, let us learn to appreciate the
advantages we have if we are humble,
poor and lowly. And those who are
rich in any of these particulars must
learn the same lesson, that in order
to be of the Lord’s followers they
must become poor—that faithfulness
to Him will cost them their influence
in the world; faithfulness to Him will
lead them to lay at His feet all of
their wealth, financial, intellectual and
moral—all to be used in joyful service
of the King.

Come, Ye Laboring and Heavy Laden.

But the real pith of our .Lord’s
words lies in the terms, ‘“Ye that labor
and are heavy laden.” This may have
a measure of application to farm
labor, counting house labor, factory
labor, etc.,, but its special significance
is to a labor of heart, heavy laden
with its appreciation of sin and de-
gradation. Some of us, in our ignor-
ance of the true standards of right-
eousness, may at one time have had
very self-satisfied sentiments before
coming to the Lord and entering into
a covenant with Him and accepting
His favor and the covering of His
Robe, We perhaps have been thought-
less respecting what should be the
true standard before the human heart,
what should be the true standard of
responsibility to God and to our fel-
low men; but as the eyes of our un-
derstanding become opened to the
facts, as we struggle with ourselves
for mastery over inherited weaknesses
and frailties, as we obtain high ideals
and seek to measure up to them, we
find ourselves weary and heavy laden
in the attempt. Happy is the man
who has reached this condition of
realizing his own meanness by nature,
and of getting a glimpse of the
grandeur of Divine perfection, the
standard, the ideal.

“And ! Will Give You Rest.”

Those who have come to Jesus in
response to His invitation find in Him,
in His Fellowship, in His Word, in His
peace, which comes from believing His
promises, a blessing far beyond any-
thing they could at first understand..~
1 Cor. 2:9, 10)

They find that they have assistances
in the assurance of their Master that
the present rest of faith will by and by
e succeeded by the actual rest of the
Kingdom; that what they have by
faith now in anticipation, they are to
more than realize by and by when
in the resurrection they shall be
changed in a moment, in the twinkling
of an eye, and be like their Redeemer—
sce Him as He is and share His glory.
To the extent that they can exercise
this faith in the Lord and in His
promises present and future, in that
same proportion they have cause for
rejoicing, and experience the rest, the
peace, the blessing, which the Master
assures us will be theirs when He
said, “I will give you rest.”

“According to Thy Faith.”

But some one will say, We can=
not exercise this faith; we must
hold on to the things of this pres-
ent life; we cannot sacrifice social
position, or wealth, or honor of men,
or time, or influence—we cannot sac-
rifice these on a bare hope of a better
resurrection and an everlasting glory
in the Kingdom. We must walk by
sight not by faith. Why should God
make a test of faith? Ah, we answer,
that is the very point: The Lord is
making, an election according to
faith, as we read, “According to your
faith be it unto you.” Not every per-
son is able to exercise this faith, and
those who cannot do so are not to be
eternally tortured because of their in-
ability. Nevertheless their failure to
exercise faith demonstrates that they
cannot belona to the class whicn
the Lord is now electing or selecting.

Their blessing will come in the Mes-
sianic Age, where knowledge and sight
will give place to faith and trust.
Blessed therefore are the poor in spirit;
it is easier for them to exercise faith—
easier, therefore, for them to come in-
to alignment with the Divine condi-
ticns. Let all of us who have been
laboring and heavy laden with an ap-
preciation of our own weaknesses and
imperfections, and who have heard the
Master’s voice assuring us that He
has paid the penalty and that He ap-
propriates to us of His merit to give
us a standing before the Father, count
all things but loss and dross that we
may win Christ—a place in the anoint-
ed, glorified Church; that we may be
heirs of God, joint-heirs with Jesus
Christ our Lord in the incorruptible
inheritance which, under the great
Abrahamic Covenant, the Oath-Bound
Covenant, is to bless the worid.

A CREED.

This is my creed. To live as I WOuld
If I knew that today were my last;
To strive to do all that I can that is

ood,
To forgive the wrong done in the
past.
As I'd close up my life, I would close
up each day,
So that as I lie down to my rest,
I could go to the Master and truthfully

say,
I have-tried to do, truly, my best.

Tomorrow’s too distant for me to re-
pair
Any harm I have heedlessly done;
My record today must be spotless and
fair,
My race must be openly run;
I must leave none behind at the close
of the day,
As I'd leave none behind when I die,
‘Who would think of my work and
then bitterly say
That I bhad been living a lie.

If tonight I'm required to lay down my
life,
In the midst of the struggle and
strife,
I should like Him to know, through my
struggles anad strife,
That I made the most out of my life.
That I carried my burdens as far as
I could,
And I have no excuses to give;
That I toiled to the full of my powers
for good,
And up to my best tried to live.
‘ D. A. C.

THOSE TO WHOM THE
KINGDOM WILL BE GIVEN.

Our Lord made it quite plain as to
who would be granted the Kingdom of
Heaven when it is established in great
power and glory on the earth. These
are His charming words: “Fear not,
little flock, it is your Father’s good
pleasure to give you the Kingdom.”

EVERY THINKING

CHRISTIAN

SHOULD READ

PASTOR
RUSSELL’S

BOOKS

“Studies

in the

Scriptures”

Respeeting the first volume of this work TIE
ATLANTA CONSTITUTION says editorially:

“It is impossible to read this book without
toving the writer and poindering his wonderful
solution of the great mysteries that have
troubled us all our lives. There is hardly a
family to be found that has not lost some
loved one who dicd outside the church—outside
the plan of salvation, and if Calvinism be
true, outside of all hope and inside of eternal
torment and despair.

““This wonderful book makes no assertions
that are not well sustained by the Scriptures.
It is built up stone by stone, and upon every
stone is the text, and it becomes a pyramid
of God’s love and mercy and wisdom. There
is nothing in the Bible that the author denies
or doubts, but thete are many texts that he
throws a flood of light upon that seem to une
cover its meaning.”

* * .

The set of six volumes, cloth, 8.000 pages, i$
supplied by the BIBI.LE AND TRACT SOCIETY,
NO. 17 HICKS ST., BROOKLYN, N, Y., for the
usual vrice of one such volume, namely, $2.
This includes postage or e¢xpressage to yous
home, anywhere,
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PEACE, PEACE, YET NO PEACE!

At a time when Christendom is talk-
ing about converting the world by a
rush of Christian missionaries upon
heathen lands—each missionary to
convert thirty-two thousand heathens
in a year—it is well that we try to
view the situation rationally, as well
as sympathetically.

‘We certainly have every sympathy
for the heathen. We surely greatly
appreciate the benevolent intentions of
the so-called Laymen’s Missionary
Movement, which proposes to raise
millions of money and accomplish the
conversion of heathendom instanter.

Seriously let us ask, How many
suitable missionaries, able to really
assist the heathen out of darkness
into light—to a true knowledge of
God—can be found? And where are
they? Alas! we know as a fact that
our great schools and colleges so
richly endowed, are graduating infidels,
instead of Christians, To send such
men to the heathen would be to do
more harm than good.

Instead of converting the heathen,
present appearances are that the world
is on the verge of a general conflict
with heathendom. In Africa, in In-
dia, in China there is general unrest.
The civilized of Europe and America
have assumed the burden of govern-
ing the uncivilized, taking from them
their land and its riches and compel-
ling scubmission. Undeubtedly this
maintains to some extent a form of
law and order, but it also involves a
certain amount of injustice against
which the heathen mind is rebellious,
as the civilized certainly would be un-
der similar circumstances.

It 1looks as though this year
might be expected to be a stren-
uous one. Behind all the military ac-
tivity and naval preparations of the
civilized world there lies an ambition
and a fear., Embroilment in wars with
the heathen to maintain hold upon
their possessions and to maintain the
peace and order of the world may so
weaken the strength of some great na-
tions at home as to invite conflict in
Europe—possibly between Great
Britain and Germany. Nor could we
expect the United States, with its in-
terests in the Panama Canal and the
Philippine Islands and in the open
door of China, to be free from a share
in these troubles.

How long will Christendom require
to learn that the present order of
things is far’ from what we may reas-
onably expect of Messiah’s Kingdom?
To learn this great lesson in the great
time of trouble which approaches will
lead all nations to look for, pray for,
desire the Kingdom of God’s dear Son.
‘With it “The desire of all nations shall
come.”—Haggai 2:7.

ANOTH EE PEACE-COMPELLING
.GUN

‘“Wake up the mighty men. Let all
the men of war draw near. Gather ye
together in the Valley of Jehoshaphat
(the valley of death). Let the weak
say, I am strong. Beat your pruning-
hooks into spears and your plowshare
steel use for swords.”—Joel 3:9, 10.

What it will by and by mean to go
to war may be guessed from the
description of the gun given below. In
connection with this preparation for
war between nations let us not over-
look the fact that governments and
generals are becoming afraid of their
troops. As the militia declined to
serve in Qhio in connection with the
strike disturbances, and as the marines
rebelled against the government in
Brazil, and the soldiers of Portugal
against their generals, so it may soon
be in every land in the world.

Germany with her great army 1s
becoming fearful because Socialism is
gradually making its way amongst the
soldiers. And even in Great Britain it
was recently found necessary to dis-
arm some of the militia or yeomanry.
The secret of all this insubordination
is knowledge, and behind the knowl-
edge lies education, and behind educa-
tion the printing press and God’s won-

derful enlightening power, lifting the
veil of ignorance and preparing man-
kind for the great Day of Messiah with
its prelude of trouble.

We wondered some time ago how
the insurrection, such as the Secrip-
tures seemed to imply, could ever
sweep over the whole earth; how an-
archy could break loose in spite of all
the combined power and influence of
capital and civilization opposed to it.
But now we see that education, knowl-
edge, is preparing the way for the
world’s great disaster, which the
Scriptures seem to indicate may be ex-
pected within five years, but which, in
any event, cannot longer be postponed.
Now we can see that the very men
who have been trained to use the most
up-to-date apparatus for the destruc-
tion of human life may be found
amongst those who have the charge
and care of the armories and ammuni-
tions of war. Truly that day will be a
“tithe of trouble such as never was
since there was a nation.” Following
is the article referred to:—

“This gun, weighing less than twen-
ty pounds, and manipulated after the
fashion of an ordinary fowling piece,
pours out a stream of bullets when in
action at the rate of 400 shots per
minute. The new arm is called the
Benet-Mercier, and is of French in-
vention. It has a stock that is placed
against the shoulder. In action the
soldier lies on the ground, resting the
gun on two supports. This gives an
advantage in safety over the Hiram
Maxim rapid-firing model, since' the
operator of that gun is compelled to
stand in feeding it. This brings him
into full sight of the enemy—or rather
it brings all three men into sight, for
three are required for the manipula-
tion of this heavier weapon.

‘“Where the original French model
weighed about twenty pounds, the new
gun as turned out by the Government
experts will weigh even less. Its ef-
fectiveness, however, it is claimed, will
in no wise be impaired. It is said to
bhe certain that the army in time wil
be equipped with the weapon.”

—~The Watchtower.

FINDING WHAT WE SEEK

A group of college men were dis-
cussing an odd incident that took
place recently in a university located
in the western part of the State. Two
of the most conspicuous young men in
the graduating class had been as-
signed to take opposite sides of a de-
bate during their last term, upon a
religious theme relating to the authen-
ticity of the Scriptures. It happened
that the man assigned to defend the
Biblical position was known to enter-
tain pronounced infidelistic views,
while the counter argument was given
to one of the most active church and
Y. M. C. A. workers in the class.

The young men studied hard upon
the theme for some weeks, and when
the debate came off each maintained
his side vigorously. The strange se-
quel was that after the debate the in-
fidel had so convinced himself that he
became a-member of the church, while
the other young man also changed his
views and became fully as skeptical
as his opponent had once been.

The above illustrates a principle to
which we have already called atten-
tion time and again. We find what
we seek! Those who approach the
Bible with earnest desire to find in it
God’s Message will be guided of the
Lord. As it is written, “Blessed are
they that hunger and thirst after
righteousness (Truth). They shall be
filled.”

On the other hand, those who ap-
proach the Bible from the standpoint
of cavil, unbelief, antagonism, are
equally sure to find what they seek—
flaws, contradictions, etc. Note how
Thomas Paine and Robert Ingersoll il-
lustrate this principle.

e e
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WHAT IS THE SOUL?

A postal-card request will se-
cure for you a free copy of
this paper in which this inter-
esting subject is treated in a
manner that will satisfy the
most exacting. .
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The Immortality of the Soul |

MR. EDISON has taken time from
his scientific investigations, which
have centered chiefly in electricity, to
take a look into things metaphysical
and spiritual. In a magazine article
recently he discussed the immortality
of the soul. He brought to his subject
the reasoning and philosophical pow-
ers of a gifted brain accustomed to
look more carefully than usual at the
relationship and bearing of one prin-
ciple upon another, one theory upon
another, one fact upon another. Mr.
Edison denies the immortality of the
soul; he declares that he can see no
facts in nature leading to any such
conclusion. As a sample of his close
reasoning on the subject we quote one
of his statements, which he considers
too self-evident to need proof. Indeed,
we doubt not that Mr. Edison’s posi-
tion would be that human immortality
is not to be assumed, in view of the
fact that we are a dying race. We
presume that his position is that the
proofs must be sought in the opposite
quarter-—that man must be assumed
to be mortal and that any disputing
this position must give the proofs of
his immortality. We quote Mr, Edi-
son:—

“A man’s intelligence is the aggre-
gate intelligence of the innumerable
cells which form him—just as the in-
telligence of a community is the ag-
gregate intelligence of the men and
women who inhabit it. If you cut your
hand it bleeds. Then you lose cells,
and that is quite as if a city lost in-
habitants through some tremendous
accident.”

Philosophers of the Past Handicapped
By Dread of Thumb-Screws, Etc.

It will not do for us to claim that
Mr. Edison is not a philosopher be-
cause he disagrees with philosophers of"
the past. We must admit that his at-
tainments in science have all been re-
sults of the exercise of @ naturally
philosophical mind, which now for
yvears has been trained in philosophical
study, and that for this reason he has
his splendid rank as a scientific man.
On the contrary, we must admit that
many of the philosophers of the past
in their reasoning on theological ques-
tions were handicapped by dread of
thumb-screws, racks and other tor-
tures of the “Dark Ages,”” as well as
by certain ignorance and superstition,
which, thank God, are gradually pass-
ing from the minds of all intelligent
people. Indeed, we must remember
that nearly all the philosophies as re-
spects cosmogony and chemistry have
proven themselves fallacious, and the
latest researches of science astound us
by threatening a revolution of the
philosophies respecting astronomy.
Perhaps philosophy has made more
progress in every other direction than
along religious lines, And in this par-
ticular we note that the great majority
of the learned have entirely abandoned
the philosophies of their fathers and
are known as “Higher Critics,” “Evolu-
tionists,” etec. Only in the Catholic
Church are the theological philosophies
of a century ago given the slightest
weight among the learned, although
these theories, embodied in Protestant
creeds, still hold a powerful sway in
the minds of many Protestants who
still like to think that what their fath-
ers believed. was infallible on every
subject.

Meeting Mr. Edison’s statement,
above quoted, with such candor as the
gentleman’s intellectual prowess seems
to justify, we must admit that there is
a great deal of force and logic in his
deduction. Mr. Edison has Apostolic
authority for considering man as made
up of various members, each intimate-
ly related to the welfare and intelli-
gence of the whole. St. Paul uses this
argument in illustrating the true
Church, ‘“the Body of Christ.” He
likens one member to the hand; an-
other to the foot; another to the eye,
ete., and declares that each is neces-
sary to the completeness and harmony
of the whole and adds, “So, also, is
The Christ.”—1 Cor. 12:12, 27, 28.

We will not here follow the Apostle’s
argument to the Church to note par-
ticularly how Jesus is the Head of the
Church, how every member is united
to each other member and interested

in each other member. We will take
the same example of the human figure,
It seems to justify the statement that
a man’s intelligence is represented in
the intelligence of all his members.
Human skill is related to human intel-
ligence. Consequently 'the man who
has lost his hands has less intelligence,
less opportunity and less skill than
previously. If he lose also his feet his
intelligence decreases proportionately.
If he lose his sight, his hearing and
his sense of smell, each loss diminishes
his intelligence. A wholé village of
people devoid of sight, hearing, taste,
the sefise of smell and of touch would
be a very unintelligent community.

This we understand to be Mr. Edison’s"

argument, expressed in @ifferent terms,
Mr. Edison’s terms seem appropriate if
we take a sufficiently broad view of his
language. To illustrate: If one lose a
few drops of blood the loss may make
no perceptible impression upon his in-
telligence. But if he lose a quart of
blood his intelligence will be consid-
erably diminished; faintness, stupor,
may be expected. This would seem to
prove Mr. Edison’s statement correct,

and that the loss of a few drops of

blood is really a loss, to some extent,
of vital power, and hence a loss of in-
telligence, but in so small a degree as
not to be appreciable to one in health,

Puzzled Over Belief that a Blow That
Would Kill Would Enable Man to
Know Everything.

In earlier days we were 1old, and
tried to believe it, that a dead man
knew more than a living one. We were
puzzled by the fact that a blow on the
head might stun ome to insensibility,
in view of the fact that we were told
that a heavier blow, that would kill the
man, would enable him to know every-
thing in an instant. The philosophy
(?) of this was handed to us thus: The
soul is the intelligent being, of which
nobody knows very much. It is im-
prisoned in our mortal bodies and can
operate in them only unsatisfactorily.
The moment of death is the moment
of release to the soul, which then can
think and reason moré soundly than
when obliged to use the brain.

Many of us tried in childhood years
to believe such unphilosophical philos-
ophy. We asked for proofs and were
told that it was the wvoice of the
Church’s philosophers, and if we would
doubt it we would be damned to
eternal misery. Believing this, and not
willing to be doomed to eternal misery,
many of us restrained ourselves and
that portion of our brain became well-
nigh atrophied.

Even the religious found it difficult

\

to believe in so immaterial a soul and -

inquired, Why, then, a resurrection of
the dead? Will the resurrection sig-
nify another imprisonment of the
soul and a decrease of intelligence, as
this philosophy (?) would seem to im-
ply? Some gave up the quest for
knowledge in despair and sought for
something more intelligent outside of
all the creeds and philosophies of “sci-
ence falsely so called.” Others of us
have held to the Word of God and
sought to see its philosophy, its teach-
ings, and to harmonize them.

We are glad to belong to this grow- v

ing class of Bible students who declare,
Let God and His Word be true, though
it disprove many of the theories we
once believed and almost worshipped.
(Rom. 3:4.) We want the truth!

Mr. Edison and the Bible.

‘We are not personally acquainted
with Mr. Edison, nor with his religious
views, but we believe that his philo-
sophical mind is turning quite into line
with the teachings of the Bible respect-
ing man and his future. We do not
say that he has attained the Bible
viewpoint, but merely that he has
taken a good step in that direction.
Without discounting good features con-
tained in our own creeds we must ad-
mit that many of them are thorough-
ly illogical and unscriptural. For in-
stance, the theory that a human soul
is an invisible entity specially created
by God and full of Diyvine intelligence
and that this intelligent soul is intro-
duced into the new-born child and is

(Continued on 2d page, 2d column.)
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IMORGAN TO MANAGE CGHURCH
UNITY MOVEMENT

The announcement of members of
The World's Christian Unity Commis-
sion was the most important feature
of the closing session of the House of
Deputies at the Episcopal convention.

J. Pierpont Morgan is to be financial
manager of the commission, which has
for its purpose the bringing together
of all Christiann denominations of the
world. PR : .

The appointment of this commission
is the maost far-reaching action of the
forty-third triennial convention.
_.Morgan, it was announced, is treas-
urer of the commission; Bishop C. P.
Anderson, of. Chicago, president, and
Robert H. Gardinier, of Gardinier, Me.,
8ecretary. . .,

Bishop C..D. Williams, of Michigan,
at the mass meeting on Social Respon-
sibility said:

. “It is high- time the Church saw to
jt that the Jericho road is cleared of
thieves and robbers. We cannot preach
chastity without considering the tene-
ment-house problem, or temperance
without realizing that poverty leads to
drunkenness, as well as drunkenness
to poverty.”

*

Undoubtedly’ many dear people have
a zeal for God and tor Church Federa-
tion—not, however, according to the
Wisdom from Above, as we see it
Nevertheless, what they are attempt-
ing will succéed, and, according to the
Scriptures, will be the peginning of the
end of “Churchianity.”

To us its success is an encourage-
ment as demonstrating the fulfilment
of prophecy. With the unionists it is a
hollow self-dcception to assume that
any union in unbelief and ignoring of
the Bible and of conscience can work
real good.

» *

| BELIEVE IN MY JOB

It may not be a very important job,
but it is mine. Furthermore, it is God's
job for me. He has a purpose in my
life with reference to His Plan for the
world’s progress. No other fellow can
‘take my place. It isn’t a big place, to
be sure, but for years I have been
molded in a peculiar way to fill a pe-
culiar niche in the world’s work. I
could take no other man’s place. He has
the same claim as a specialist that I
make for myself. In the end, the man
whose name was never heard beyond
the home in which he lived, or the shop
in which he worked, may have a larger
. place than the chap whose name has
_been a household word in two conti-
nents. Yes, I believe in my job. May
1 be kept true to the task which lies
before me—true to myself and to God,
who intrusted me with it.

A RECIPE FOR HARMONY.

When the spirit of discord or dissen-
sion afflicts us with its soul-destroy-

:.ing presence, let us make a mixture

- after the following formulae and par-

' ing on.

. take of it freely:

Patience ........ ...... 4 parts
Consideration ......... 2 parts
Universal Love . 4 parts
SIleNCe wrvewerneronacs 12 parts

Take a tablespoonful in a glass of
“milk of human kindness every time
you feel that dissatisfied feeling com-
Mgre if necessary. KEven ex-

* cessive use can produce no injurious

. effects.
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On the contrary, large . doses
are exceedingly exhilarating and bene-
ficial.

WHAT TO READ

If lonesome or blue or friends. un-
true, read Psalms 23 and 27, Luke 15.
If trade is poor, read Psalm 37, John

if discouraged or in trouble, read

“Psalm 126, John 14,

If you are read He-
‘brews 12.
- If you are losing confidence in men,
read 1 Cor. 13.

If skeptical, read John 6: 40; 7: T;
Phil. 2:9-11. .

If you can’'t have your own way,
Ttead James 3.

1f tired of sin, read Luke 18:35, 43;
9-14; John 9.

If very prosperous, read 1 Cor. 10:
12, 13. ’

Happv conclusions—Psalm 121; Matt.
6: 33; Rom. 12,

out of sorts,

. generates?

v (Continued from first page.)

the real child—this is no longer rea-
sonable nor logical to us.

We wonder that our forefathers of
the darker period, in their wonderful
philosophies, did not see the absurdity
of such a position. If it were true
would it not make the Almighty Cre-
ator a co-laborer with fornicators and
adulterers in the bringing into the
world of illegitimate children?  Stiil
worse, does not this theory charge to
the Almighty God of Wisdom, Justice,
Love and Power the creation of idiots
and mental imbeciles and moral de-
If the human ' parents
merely bring human bodies into exist-
ence as receptacles for souls which
God individually and specifically cre-
ates in each instance, then not the par-
ents, but the Almighty, is responsible
for all the degeneracy we see in the
world, for it is the soul that is re-
sponsible, as all must admit.

The First Man, of the Earth
The centre of the mistake on this
subject, handed to us from the philos-
ophers of the “Dark Ages,” is the as-
sumption that the real man is the
spirit being, the soul. St. Paul assures

us to the contrary of this, saying,
“Phe first man was of the earth,
earthy.” The Lord through the

Prophet David declares the same truth,
saying “What is man that Thou art
mindful of him? . . . Thou hast made
him a little lower than the an-
gels.” (Psa. 8:4, 5) The angels are
the lowest in rank on the spirit plane,
and man, although in God’s image
when perfect, was still lower than the
angels in that he was not a spirit be-
ing, but a human, an earthly being—
“of the earth, earthy.”

The Scriptural proposition is not that
God made a body for man out of the
dust of the earth and put a spirit man
into that body, but that God made
man of the dust of the earth, breathed
into his nostrils the breath of life (an
animal life) and “man became a living
soul”—an animal or earthly soul In
other words, the entire Adam became
a living soul—a living being. That one
man was subsequently made twain for
the very purpose of propagating living
souls in his own likeness. And thus
for six thousand years the Divine com-
mand, has been in process of fulfil-
ment—‘Multiply and fill the earth.”
God created but the one human soul
originally, divided it, and then, by
natural processes, generation after
generation of human souls have been
born. Man is an earthly soul or earth-
ly animal, as are all the earthly crea-
tures, only that his is a higher na-
ture—an earthly image of his Creator,
Who is a Spirit Being.

From this standpoint how clearly we
can discern the mistakes of the philos-
ophies of the past and the true
philosophy revealed to us only in the
Bible, although discerning, penetrating,
philosophical minds like that of Mr,
Edison may reach the same truth from
the study of the great Book of Nature.

From this standpoint we see that the-

entire man is a living soul—that is to
say, a sentient being. The formation
of Adam was very important, just as
today, under the same Divine regula-
tions, the shape of the brain has to do
with the character of thé man—gentle
or vicious, criminal or conscientious,
benevolent or stingy, reverential or
otherwise. As the Bible declares, “As
a man thinketh in his heart, so is he.”
(Prov. 23:7.) And a man’s thoughts
shape themselves according to the
structure of his brain., Thus phrenology
is a widely recognized science. Not
only so, but physiology tells us that
the various portions of the human body
are so intimately related to the brain
that the quality of the mind can be
discerned in the general features, not
only in the shape of the nose, the curve
of the lip, the glance of the eye, but
also in the grasp of the hand and its
general shape, even to the particularity
of a finger print,

All these outward signs indicate the
character of the soul, being—all are
identified with it. In a word, a soul
is a person. The various districts of
the brain representing the various sen-
timents and passions of the individual
are like so many members, each hav-
ing its own personality. Amongst
these various members of the human
mind some are stronger, some weaker,
and the stronger ones dominate. There
are exceptions, of course, to this rule
in what we sometimes term conver-
sion. Conversion means the establish-

ing of a new rule or order in the in- -

dividual life. Note the method of its
accomplishment:—

(1) Certain matters are brought to
the attention of the person or soul
which seem to indicate a wiser course
than the one pursued in the past. The
various districts of the brain, like so
many members of a council, consider
the proposition, weigh its pros and
cons, advantages and disadvantages,
and then reach a decision. That de-
cision we call will. Sometimes there
is a desperate struggle in the brain, the
various members of the council of
“thought battling and struggling
against each other. The will may be
strong or may be weak, just as a party
in Congress may be strong or weak

while in power. DBut the will rules
with more or less vacillation or
strength according to the number and
power of the members supporting it.
""hus we have found some possessed
of strong characters; others who are
weak, vacillating—double-minded.”

The Will Represents the Soul, the Per-
son, the Ego.

Some of the qualities of the mind
may be styled the “flesh”—this term
represents the lower and more animal
qualities of the person, the soul. To
the contrary of these are the higher
organs of the mind—reverence, spiritu-
ality, conscientiousness, sublimity,
ideality, etc., and these are called the
heart, because they include the affec-
tions and qualities of the mind to which
God appeals, saying, “My son, give
Me thine heart.”

‘fhus seen, we are daily making soul-
character, influenced by our environ-
ment and the lessons and experiences
which come to us through our senses.
The character develops either upward
or downward—toward God or toward
sin. But there is no such thing as
total depravity, except in idiocy, for,
by Divine providence, some features
of the original Divine likeness in which
Father Adam was created still per-
sist in all of His children who
have reason. The effort of all reform-
ers is to appeal to the mind, either
through fear or love or selfishness, to
effect an organization of the mental
qualities favoring the things of righte-
ousness and opposed to sin. The per-
manent conversion which produces the
saintly character is the appeal of love—
“The love of Christ constraineth us.”
The love of the Father is potent in
the hearts of all who receive it. It can
effect changes in conduct, in language
and in thought, which can be accom-
plished by nothing else.

A Methodist Bishop’s Definition of a
Soul.

A Methodist Bishop is credited with
the following definition of a soul: “It
is without interior or exterior, with-
out body, shape or parts, and you
could put a million of them into a
nut-shell.” Mr, Edison does not believe
in such a soul. In repudiating such a
view he places himself in accord with
the Divine teachings.

The word immortality is rarely used
in its strict, academic sense, as signi-
fying deathlessness or that which is
proof against death—inherency of life,
requiring no sustenance. Immortality
in this sense of the word is, of course,
a guality which belongs to God alone.

As the Scriptures declare of Him, “He -

alone hath immortality, dwelling in the
light which no man can approach unto,
‘Whom no man hath seen nor can see.”

Immortality in this sense of the word,
possessed by the Heavenly Father and
His Only Begotten Son, the world’'s
Redeemer, is promised as a special re-
ward (not possessed by angels or any
other creature), to the elect, saintly
few, called, chosen and faithful during
this Gospel Age. These are styled the
Bride, the Lamb’s Wife, and the prom-
ise to them is that they shall receive
this great reward of glory, honor and
immortality when the Redeemer shall
appear in His glory in the end of this
Age to grant to them a share in the
First or Chief Resurrection from the
dead. With this attainment of im-
mortality they are promised also new
bodies, no longer flesh, but spirit, no
longer in the likeness of the first man
—“As they bore the image of the earth-
ly, they shall also bear the image of
the heavenly.”—1 Cor. 15:49,

Are All Men Immortal?

~Mr. Edison is in full agreement with
the Bible in his conclusion that the.
human soul or personality is always
identified with an organism or body.
‘We must also agree with the Bible and

with Mr., Edison that all souls die. The
Bible declares, “The wages of sin is
death,” and again, “The soul that sin-
neth, it shall die.” The Bjble explains
that Adam, as a living soul, might have
continued his existence perpetually
had he not transgressed the Divine
Law and that the transgression
brought to him the penalty of death.
Mr. Edison agrees with this conclusion
without, perhaps, admitting original
sin or anything else connected with the
Scriptures.

Where, then, is human immortality?
We answer that there is no human im-
mortality, in the same sense that there
is a Divine immortality—in the sense
that man is death-proof. God alone has
immortality in that sense. When we
speak of immortality in respect to man-
kind, we use the word, not in an aca-
demic sense, but in a relative way. We
mean that death does not end all for
Adam and his children—that a future
life is arranged for them in Divine
providence—when, where and how' the
Bible clearly tells.

The great Apostle Paul declares that
there shall be a “resurrection of the
dead, both of the just and of the un-
just.’’ The Hebrew Prophet declares,
“Many that sleep in the dust of the
earth shall awake.” The awakening
time will be the morning, as the pres-
ent is the night-time of sin and dark-
ness. The glorious morning nears, as
the night of sorrow and tears passes.

There will be a glorious dawn to that
great Day of a thousand years, whose
light is already fore-gleamed in the
wonderful inventions of our-time, in
which Mr. Edison has been used of the
Almighty to assist. Shortly the Sun of
Righteousness shall shine forth, scat-
tering the darkness, ignorance, super-
stition, sin, death.. Shortly the reign
of Divine righteousness and love,
co-ordinated, will bring blessings to our
race, now resting under the sentence
or curse of death. Shortly all will have
the opportunity of recovery from the
fallen condition of weakness and degra-
dation, being uplifted or resurrected
gradually to the full perfection of hu-
man nature, earthly nature, in the
image and likeness of the Creator, in
the midst of a world-wide Paradise.

Cardinal Gibbons’ Words Agree to This.

Cardinal Gibbons gave an interview
to a reporter of the “Columbian Mag-
azine” in answer to Philosopher Edi-
son. Noting with interest the Cardi-
nal’s defense of the doctrine of immor-
tality, we have clipped and below pro-
duce the essence, the kernel, of his ar-
gument on the subject as based upon
the Scriptures. We are pleased to see
that, like ourself, the Cardinal finds the
Scriptural proof of a future life, not in
the philosophies of a darker past, but
in the resurrection promise of the holy
Scriptures, as follows:

“Christ brings to humanity the cer-
tainty of eternal life. He proved it
by his own resurrection; and if anyone
thinks the evidence for Christ’s resur-
rection is weak, I ask him to study
and think deeply over the fifteenth
chapter of First Corinthians. No sane
scholar, remember, denies that we have
the testimony of St. Paul himself; nor
that St. Paul is honestly setting down
thetestimonyof those who claim to have
seen our Lord after death. If so many
sane men, Apostles and disciples of
Christ, are mistaken, if they cannot be-
lieve the testimony of their own eyes,
if such a delusion can keep so firm a
hold on so many different characters
for so many years and become the
basis of all their beliefs and the trans-
forming power of their lives, then no
human testimony is of any value; then
let us close our courts of justice, for
no case is proven by so many trust-
worthy witnesses. No!” the Cardinal
said, in the tone of deepest conviction,
“Christ is risen; and his resurrection is
the plainest evidence of man’s immor-
tality.”
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Choose Ye This Day Between Truth and Error

““Choose ye this day whom you will serve---if Jehovah be God, serve Him.''---Joshua 24:15.

AS CHRISTIANS in the light of this

wonderful Twentieth Century we
stand at the parting of the ways and
must decide for right or for wrong, for
truth or for falsehood, in respect to
our religious convictions. Without
questioning the sincerity of our fore-
fathers, we all object to their the-
ology. It is in vain that ministers and
Bible class teachers longer deny
the facts of the case. Nor will intelli-
gent and honest people agree that it is
right that through their creeds they
should profess one thing, and in their
lives and general conversation they
should ignore it or absolutely deny the
teachings of those creeds.

Yet this is the position of practically
all the thinking people of Christendom.
Their consciences will not stand for
this much longer. If they refrain from
telling the Truth and taking their stand
for it, they will not only sear their
consciences (1 Tim. 4:2) and corre-
spondingly separate themselves from
God’s favor, but additionally their
course will sooner or later bring upon
them the disapproval and contempt of
all honest people. For although the
masses are not yet fully aroused on
. the subject, they are rapidly getting
awake.

Ashamed of Their Creeds.

All denominations are ashamed of
their creeds and anxious to hide the
fact that they ever professed them, or
are anxious to give them some new
interpretation more consistent with the
broader thought and more generous
sentiment common to civilized man in
this Twentieth Century.

Our Methodist friends are ashamed
of that feature of their creed which
declares that the Almighty is now do-
ing everything that Divine Wisdom
and Power can accomplish on behalf
of our poor race to bring all to a full
knowledge of Christ and to opportunity
of faith and obedience.

They realize that there is a weakness
in this argument. And when they
protest that God must work through
means, and hence that the responsibil-
ity lies at the door of Christian be-
lievers to carry the Gospel to the
heathen, they realize that this is an
illogical argument, too. For why should
our Great Creator send to eternal tor-
ment millions of his creatures, because
of an insufficiency of zeal on the part
oft some of their more enlightened fel-
low-creatures?

Acknowledging the inconsistency of
such a theory our good Methodist
brethren tell us that they hope that
God has some other way of saving the
ignorant of heathen lands, and, per-
haps, of civilized lands.

Wesley Preached the Eternal Torment
of All Except a Few.

The loving heart prompts this an-
swer and it is true that God has an-

other way for these. Some dear
friends inquire, Is it Methodism? Did
John Wesley preach it? No, Brother

Wesley did not preach it and did not
know of it. Not because it is new, but
because it is so very old and was lost
sight of during the “dark ages” for fif-
teen centuries before Brother Wesley
was born. He was feeling after it,
yearning for it, hungering and thirst-
ing for it, but the “due time” for it
to be made known to God’s people had
not yet come in Brother Wesley's day.

Wesley preached the eternal torture
of all mankind, except the sanctified
believers in Jesus the Savior. But in
his preaching of the love of God he
was used of the Almighty to wondrous-
1y prepare the hearts of Christendom
for the broader message of the Bible
now due to be seen and understood.
Wesley’s Gospel of the love of God has
mellowed the heart of Christendem,
which once was frigid under the cold
teachinzs of TForeordination, Predes-
tination, etc., of the Westminster Con-
fession of Faith—once the basis of
nearly all Protestant Communions.

And yet Christians today are losing
their holiness, their sanctification—
their zeal for God is giving place to
zeal for a sect.

The light of the New Dispensation,
which for a century nas been gradually
breaking upon the world, stimulating
thought in every direction, makes it
neceszary for our Methodist brethren,
as well as for us all, to awaken to
the wonderfuli privileges of our day
for Bible study: to ascertain the real
teachings of God’s Word, which, in the
dark past, we all seemingly misunder-
stood and misrepresented.

Already the most intelligent one-
fourth of Mecthodism not only rejects
Brother Weslev’s theory, but, alas, re-
pudiates the Bible also! It accepts in-
stead of salvation that most dangerous
- form of infidelity known as Higher
Criticism and that most un-Scriptural
proposition called Evolution, which de-
nics the fall of our race and makes
void Christ’s redemptive work and the
glorious result thereof—human resti-
tution.—Acts 3:19-23.

Bury the Dead Past.

God forbid that we should bury any
of the doctrines of Christ and His
twelve Apostles. On the contrary, let
us strive to resurrect these from the
rubbish of human tradition which
eighteen centuries have piled upon
them. Let us instead bury our man-
made creeds, of which we are all
ashamed. Our Presbyterian friends
some years ago set a noble example to
all Christendom in the burial of their
Confession of Faith and their substi-
tution instead, of a much simpler and
much more rational statement,

But, no; we must correct ourselves
here. This is what they should have
done, but did not do. Instead of
burying the old creed, not only from
sight, but also from odor, they have
merely covered the corpse, which is ad-
mitted to be dead, and placed the
briefer and better Confession atop the
winding sheet. They assuredly declare
that it is not a substitute, but merely
a representative statement.

“All Have Not Their Senses Exercised
: to Discern.”

Hence every time we read the re-
statement, we must hold our noses to
avoid contamination from the odors of
the carcass beneath. Not all must do
this, for, as the Apostle suggests, “All
have not their senses exercised to dis-
cern.” But all intelligent Presbyterians
are being rapidly driven, not only away
from Calvinism, but, alas, away from
the Bible, also, because of their errone-
ous supposition that the teaching of
Calvin and the teachings of the Bible
are one and the same,

These bright minds are not merely
lost to the Christian ranks, but become
act{ve agents in the promulgation of
anti-Biblical teachings. They are en-
gaged in pulling down the Bible and

-substituting for its teachings Darwin's

Evolution theory. These sincere men
are to be found in the faculties of all
the colleges, in the highest pulpits
throughout the land and in the most
prominent positions in business and
social life.

Their loss of faith in the Bible has
not made them murderers or thieves.
Their noble inheritance from the past
preserves to them an uprightness of
character which the loss of a fear of
hell torment has not undermined. While
they are no longer Christians from the
Bible standpoint-—no longer believers
in Jesus as a Redeemer—they are still
believers in Jesus as a great Teacher
and a noble Leader of men. They fail
to discern the fact that if He posed
as the Son of God and the Redeemer
of'men, and was not such, instead of
bemg'_ a noble example, His life and
teachings were most stupendous frauds
and deceptions.

Why do not these honorable, well-
meaning people wholly abandon their
creeds, framed in the darker period?
Why do they not come afresh to the
Bible to learn just what it does say
respecting  Election, Predestination,
Hell, etc? The answer is that their
more intelligent members have repu-
diated both the Creed and the Bible
and are merely upholders, supporters
of the system from an Insurance
standpoint. They fear that if the
masses were to attain their standpoint
of unbelief suddenly, it might lead to
some kind of trouble. These people
prefer, therefore, to pay money for the
support of religious teaching which
ghey do not believe, just as they pay
insurance money on a house which
thev do not expect will be burned—just
as large corporations managed by Prot-
estants frequently give liberally to
patholic projects, trusting that it will
inure to their advantage somehow.

As for the majority of Presbyterians
and others holding to the Westminster
Confession, we believe we represent
ghem truthfully when we say that while
in their hearts they repudiate their
creed, they believe that there is none

other more Scriptural—none other
that would suit their heads and
hearts; in proportion as they doubt

their Confession of Faith they doubt
the Bible. They are not ready to
abandon the Bible and have nothing
else, and hence they are not vet ready
to abandon their Confession of Faith.
It is to this class in all denomina-
tions that we anpeal—the middle-class
—the class that is not so asleep as
to be unreasoning, and the class that
has nqt vet reasoned itself out of all
Faith in the Bible as the inspired Word

“Their fear toward Me is not of Me,"

but is taught by the precepts of men.”
And again, “As the heavens are higher
than the earth, so are My ways higher
than your ways, and My plans than
your plans.’-——Isa. 55:9; 29:13.

Baptists and Disciples Awakening.

When we say that this awakening is
also reaching our Baptist and our
Disciple brethren, let us not be under-
stood to mean that all of these have
been asleep until now. Perhaps it
would ‘have been better for them if
some who have gotten awake during
the past thirty years had slumbered
longer. Those long awake have prin-
cipally gone off into Darwinism and
Higher Criticism. Baptist and Disciple
Schools and Colleges and Theological
Seminaries, like those of other sects,
are manned with the brightest minds
of the denominations, and all with one
accord teaching Higher Criticism-Infi-
delity and Evolution.

With one accord all are engaged in
overthrowing the Christian Faith of
the rising generation. They are doing
this intelligently, wisely, cunningly,
but not with evil motive, Having got-
ten awake to the inconsistencies of
their creeds these scholarly men, con-
cluding that the creeds truthfully rep-
resent the Bible, abandoned faith in
the Scriptures to the same degree that
they have abandoned faith in the
creeds which their intellects have
repudiated. .

Now they are seeking to gradually
help Christian people of all denomina-
tions to what they consider the higher
plane of Truth. What they have—al-
most anything in fact—1s better than
the “creeds” they have repudiated.
They are working hard and succeeding
well in introducing their faith-destroy-
ing theory into the minds of the rising
generation through the school books.
From these they have not only elim-
inated everything sympathic with Bible
faith, but instead they have introduced
the subversive doctrine of Evolution.

As for the rank and file of Baptists
and Disciples, probably three-fourths
of them still hold vaguely and indefi-
nitely to the Bible and their Confes-
sion of Faith, though both of these de-
nominations in their innocency of mind
think that they have no creeds—that
they take the Bible only. As these
dear friends awaken to the inconsis-
tencies of their Confession and teach-
ings they are in great danger of fol-
lowing their leaders into a repudiation
of everything pertaining to the past—
into Higher Criticism-Infidelity and
Darwinism.

Are we asked, What is there so in-
consistent in their creeds which will
surely produce this result as soon as
seen? We answer that already many
of them are in revolt against the Cal-
vinistic theory that the masses of the
race were foreordained and predes-
tinated of God to eternal torture. The
majority of them have never seen the
inconsistencies of their position in re-
spect to Baptism—Immersion.

When our Disciple brethren get a
proper focus upon their own position
they will revolt against the thought
that only immersed Christians have
their sins forgiven and will get eternal
life, and that all others, the thousands
of millions of the heathen, and the
other millions, the unimmersed of
Christendom, will be eternally tor-
mented. Likewise our Baptist breth-
ren will be sure to repudiate their po-
sition when once the scales fall from
their eyes and they perceive the naked
Truth. That naked, hideous truth is
that for centuries with good intention
they have horribly misrepresented the
Divine Character and Purpose in
claiming that all except the Church
are to be eternally tortured and that
only saintly and immersed Christians
can constitute the Church of Christ
which will reach the heavenly glory.
“Choose You This Day Whom Ye Will

Serve.”

Joshua’s words to the Israelites,
after they had come into Canaan, con-
stitute the text of this article.
Joshua perceived that the Israelites
were in a trying ©position and
that it was their duty to de-
cide promptly and thoroughly which
course they would take. So we may
see today that Christians of all denom-

.inations are in a trying position and

that a prompt decision to stand by
God and the Bible is the necessary
thing for those who would be delivered
from the darkness of the past and
avoid falling into the Adversary’s great
deception of the present—into which
their leaders are guiding them.
Unless they heed speedily, the blind
leading the blind will fall into the

of God. These should hearken to the ditch of Darwinism and the mire of
Word of the Lord which declares that Higher Criticism. There are not many
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ways to escape this threatening calam-
ity! There is only one way—the Bible
way. Many Baptist and Disciple min-
isters are becoming awake to the error
and probably without intention of drift-
ing and often without foreknowledge
of where their course will end.

For instance, the words of Rev. Dr.
MacDonald, of Brooklyn, on February
27. This gentleman speaks of the Bap-
tist Confession of Faith as ‘these
swaddling clothes of an ancient dog-
matism;” and respecting the Baptist
doctrine, which recognizes only im-
mersed persons as members of the
Church of Christ and heirs of salva-
tion, he says, ‘“Henceforth it can be
regarded to be as dead as the cities
of Sodom and Gomorrah and as worth-
ily buried.”

The gentleman rejoiced that recently
a Baptist minister had been ordained
to the Sixth Avenue Baptist Church of
Brooklyn who affirmed in advance that
he would invite all to communion and
Church membership who loved the
Lord Jesus He urged that “associate
members” should be received into Bap-
tist communions “without imposing
baptism upon them.”

This courageous brother fails to see
wherein the course he advocates is
illogical. What he needs to see is the
real teaching of the Bible on the sub-
ject of Baptism—that it is baptism
into Christ’s death, and thus into the
real Church of Christ—that this is not
the Baptist Church, nor any other hu-
man organization, but the Church of
God-—*“the Church of the first-borns,
whose names are written in heaven.”
That roll contains the names of all
the saintly, faithful, consecrated :be-
lievers in the Redeemer—of all de-
nominationg and outside of all denom-
inations.
“Sanctify Them Through Thy Truth.”

1t is not sufficient that we get rid of
the errors and superstitions of the
ast. We must supplant these with
the Truth, that “We may be able to
withstand in this evil day.” (Eph. 6:
13.) It alone will constitute the armor
of God. Christian people hold much
precious Truth, but hold it in s0 illog-
ical and confused a manner that it
fails to give them the needed strength.
God permitted us to come to this very
hour and has permitted the present
tests for the purpose of developing the
character of the “Israelites indeed, in
whom is no guile,” and for the pur-
pose of gathering out from them all
the tares, all the chaff, and all not at
heart copies of His dear Son. Let us
now briefly summarize the errors of
our creeds and briefly indicate the
Bible remedy.

None of our Creeds were too strict
in defining the saintliness of the
Church class, invited to become the
Bride of Christ and His Joint-heirs in
His Kingdom. On the contrary, in
many respects they were too lax—
they were not nearly up to the stand-
ard of the Master’'s Word, “If any man
will be My disciple, let him take up
his cross and follow Me.,” “Strait
is the gate and narrow the way that
leadeth unto life; and few there be
that find it.” (Matt. 7:14.) Jesus
taught that His followers must drink
of His cup of suffering and be baptized
into His death—and not merely into
water. Our too low standards have
admitted to membership in all denom-
inations millions who are far below
the Master’s standards.

Our error and deception was the
supposition that all who are not saint-
ly, all who would not become the Bride
of Christ, all who are nét baptized into
His death, all who do not drink of His
cup of igneminy, will be eternally
tortured.

This great mistake, common to all
Protestants (and in the much modified
form of Furgatory, shared also by
Catholics), must be displaced by the
Bible teaching, that as soon as the
Elect Church shall be completed and
glorified, the antitypical Year of Jubi-
lee will begin; that then for the
thousand years of the reign of Christ
and the Church as the spiritual Seed
of Abraham, the non-elect of all the
families of the earth will be blessed
bg the elect.—Gal. 3:16-29; Acts 3:19-

Let us, dear brethren, choose this
day to stand by the Word of God, to
reject all human traditions contrary
to it and to hold fast the things that
are true, just, loving, good.

If occasionally a thoughtless friend
asks, Why do you believe in a Mil-
lennium? answer that it is one of the
oldest doctrines of Christendom and,
above all, the Bible doctrine. Answer
that he who does not believe in the
Messianic reign and the resurrection
then of the world of mankind—“All
that are in their graves”—must ac-
~ount for the dead in some other way—
must claim that they have been experi-
encing pain or pleasure for thousands
of years, or must claim that they are
extinet as the brute beast and will
have no resurrection or must believe
in universal salvation regardless of a
knowledge of Christ or obedience to
Him.

“Choose ye this day”—the Rible and
reason and to oppose the creeds of the
“Dark Ages” and their unreason.



Solomon’s Wisdom

"Wisdom is the principal ching, therefore get Wisdom. ' — Prop. 4:7

WISDOM is properly defined to be

(1) the power of discerning what
1s true and right, what is conducive to
the highest interests. 2) Conformity,
s0 far as one’s own conduct is con-
cerned, to the course of action dic-
tated by such discernment, The
world-famed Gough summed up wis-
dom in these words, “Wisdom is knowl-
edge made our own and properly ap-
plied.”

The best-intentioned people find con-
tinually, under the pressure of their
own weaknesses and the temptations
which surround mankind, that they
are inclined to slip away from the no-
ble standards and sentiments of their
hearts. Experience demonstrates, too,
that all need frequently to look about
them and to compare present attain-
ments with the past to find their bear-
ings, to note whether or not they are
making progress or retrograding. Our
advice to all consecrated Christians is
that such introspection be taken night-
ly Leiore we retire to rest—that each
day’s progress be noted and that fresh
resolutions be presented evening and
morning at the Throne of Grace to be
practiced to the extent of our ability
daily.

Wisdom Our Watchword.

But while (the eyes of our under-
standing opening wider daily and
hourly) we discern the Divine charac-
ter in clearer lines and discern our
own Dblemishes more perspicuously,
nevertheless the eye of faith sees with
the greater clearness also that a full
atonement was made by our Redeemer,
not only for our share in the original
sin, but also for our unintentional
weaknesses, which result from our re-
lationship to Adam and the fall. Thus
the Lord’s people may have a hope
and joy and confidence toward Him
, Which others connot realize—which is
not applicable to others—which they
can obtain only by coming to the
Heavenly Father in the appointed
way, through faith in the redemptive
work of the Son.

The word wisdom takes on a variety
of shades as it passes through the
lenses of different minds and hence it
behooves us as the Lord’s people to
make no mistake—to get the right
kind of wisdom—to find the wisdom
which cometh from above and to clearly
distinguish between it and other wis-
dom, which the Scriptures tell us is
only foolishness., It is the Apostle
Paul who explains that the wisdom of
this world is foolishncss with God and

that likewise the wisdom which God-

inculcates is often esteemed foolish-
ness by the worldly wise.

The Wisdom of This World.

To illustrate: One class of these
worldly wise men say to us by their
actions, which speak louder than
words—‘‘Money is the principal thing,
therefore with all your getting get
money, for with it you can have all
things and without it you can have
nothing.” Of course, there is a certain
amount of worldly legic in this, else
it would not appeal to so larze a num-
ber of people as being the voice of
wisdom directing to the proper course
in life. Nevertheless many of those
thus taught have, after a few years,
demonstrated by their own course the
fallacy, the unwisdom of this propo-
sition. There are things which money
cannot buy and which the pursuit of
money is almost sure to drive away.
One of these is health; another, peace
of mind; another, joy; another, a rest-
ful conscience; another, tke knowledge
ol God; another, growth in grace; an-
other, fellowship with the Ifather, the
Lord Jesus and the brethren; another,
hope toward God in respect to the
Heavenly inheritance which He has
irromised to those who love Him su-
premely—better than they love houses
ur lands or money or any other thing
ar being.

Another class of the worldly wise,
and these are usually the children of
wenlth—though soinetimes merely
“spongers,” who, like parasites, live
off the cnergy of others—tell us that
true wisdom is the pursuit of pleasure,
in  field games, theatricals, cards,
checkers, chess, dominoes, etc., or
mental revelries in novel reading. The
gratification found in these they tell
us is their happiness, their joy, and
that they know of no greater wisdom
than to daily endeavor to gratify these
tastes and appetites. We answer that
they are making a mistake, that they
are deceiving themselves; that if they
will analyze their own feelings they
will perceive that they are not really
enjoying life, but are using their men-
tal activities in the endeavor to find
enjoyment in life.

Still another class of worldly wise
tell us that from their viewpoint all
the world is a stage and men and
women are but actors on it, and that
life is a show, a mere play, and to a

considerable degree a farce, a make-
believe. Acting upon their theory of
wisdom the principal thing in life is
to make a good show in dress, in equip-
age, in the home—everywhere to put
on a gloss, to the intent that their real
heart condition and their real financial
condition may not be discerned by
their neighbors. This pride of life,
this living for show, this “stage” life
in which tinsel is worn as a make-
believe for gold, is not true wisdom.
Not only will it end in bitter disap-
pointment at the close of life, when
ail the masks will come off, but it is
not a satisfying portion even when
most successful. The heart requires
something more than this. Man, made
in the image and likeness of God, has
retained a measure of that likeness,
notwithstanding the fall and the in-
cidental degeneracy, so that shams,
hypocrisies and make-believes cannot
bring true happiness or contentment
of heart.

Scientific Wisdom Lacking.

Another class ef worldly wise tell
us that science and philosophy are
ihe only things worthy of the noblest
minds and intellects. They tell us
that the word science signifies that
which is true and that the special aim
of scientists is to help their fellow
men by uncovering the truth, by get-
ting rid of all the ignorance and de-
ceptions that surround various matters
and things and thus bring Truth to
the front. They tell us that thus the
scientists are the real teachers of the
world. They tell us that philosophy
teaches the love of wisdom, which
leads to search for it, and that in the
last analysis they are really the wice
men of the world who make it their
business to help other men to wisdom
along all the pathways of life, in mat-
ters of financial and social, mental,
moral and natural science.

At last we seem to find in this pro-
fession what we are seeking, true wis-
dom with noble objects before it. We
commend their love of truth and their
desire to rid themselves of all supersti-
tion and error and we pause to exam-
ine the practical working of this wis-
dom and to note the blessings it brings
to these philosophers. Our examina-
tion disappoints us; the philosophers
are not happy.

The geologist with his hammer, his
tubes, his glasses, etc., chips and ex-
amines the rocks and philosophizes as
to how long ago they were formed,
the method of their formation, the
probable conditions of the earth at
that time, ete, etc, etec. He reaches a
fanciful conclusion and takes a de-
gree of pleasure in presenting his de-
ductions to fellow scientists, but they
all know that he does not know, that
he is merely guessing and his findings
neither satisfy his own heart nor can
give satisfaction on such a subject to
his fellow scientists.

The Dbiologist studies the human
anatomy and the anatomy of the larg-
est animals with a view to tracing
how men came from a monkey, and
L.ow the monkey came from some low-
er order of creature, and what argu-
ments can be set forth to demonstrate
that the lowest form of living creature
was originally the highest form and
how all others had been evolved there-
from. As a Darwinian he presents his
arguments and theories to his asso-
ciates and to the world. He plumes
himself on the logic of his theory, and
for a few short years has a place
among his worldly wise associates, a
little later on to be branded as a back
number in the light of some other
theories and facts which some other
biologist shall have conceived aund set
forth,

The Wisdom from Above.

Let us now turn from these worldly
wise men and their instructions that
we may hearken to the voice of the
Lord our God, which tells us that
true wisdom comes from Above. And
what is more reasonable than this?
Knowing so little, of ourselves, why
should we not expect to be informed,
to be taught, to be instructed in the
true wisdom by our Creator. Asg the
Alpha and Omega, the First and the
Last, our Lord 1is the foundation
of Wisdom, and we wshould antici-
pate that from this-foundation alone
could come the sweet satisfaction and
blessing which all hearts crave.

The Bible has a very terse manner
of presenting Divine instruction on
this subject; its information is given
in no uncertain terms; it declares that
much of the earthly wisdom is merely
bitter jealousy and strife—‘“earthly,
animal, devilish.” If we apply these
words to the various kinds of wisdom
set before us by the world we may
know their appropriateness. For in-
stance, the wisdom which commends
wealth as the goal: does it not involve
its votaries in bitter jealousies, envy-

ings, strife, along the lines of com-
mercial conflict and piracy? And does
not this in turn destroy for the money-
hunter the pleasure which he antici-
pated in it and to a considerable de-
gree have a depraving and demoraliz-
ing effect upon his heart?

Take the second class of wise men
mentioned—those who pursue pleasure:
Is there not in their course that which
continually tendas toward jealousy and
strife? Is not their wisdom at very
most earthly and animal, and is not
the tendency of it in many instances
to the depraving of the mind and
heart and thus to devilishness? Take
the third class—those who deem it
wisdomn to make of life a vain show
without any other particular aim or
object. Is not such a course demoral-
izing? Does not such love of display
lead to envyings, bitterness and strife,
and frequently to dishonorahle means
and methods for gratifying their
pride? Are not their hearts empty
of the good and likely to be filled with
greater or lesser evils according to
their circumstances, conditions and
environments?

Take the fourth class, scientists and
philosophers. We have already ac-
knowledged that in many respects this
class would be attractive to those who
are well born and mentally well
equipped, and that in many respects
their aims are laudable. Let us apply
the Apostle’s words to them. We find
among them the very conditions he
describes, bitter envyings, jealousy
and strife. True, these are kept in
considerable measure under cover,
though frequently we can read these
sentiments between the lines of pol-
ished language, and frequently the
Apostle’s assurance that their wisdom
is purely earthly is corroborated by
themselves. As a rule, whatever re-
spect they have had in youth for the
Bible and its God is sure to be lost
unless they go beyond the wisdom of
carthly sciences. The Apostle Paul
pays his respects to many of these gen-
tlemen, saying that their presenta-
tions are “science falsely so called” and
that their philosophies are ‘‘vain phil-
osophies.” (1 Tim. 6-20; Col. 2:8.)

“Devilish” Wisdom,

It may be doubted by some if the
Apostle’s word ‘‘devilish” could be ap-
plied to this class of earthly wisdom,
but in our judgment these scientists
have done more injury to the Lord's
cazuse than any of the others. Usualy
well educated, their philosophies carry
an undeserved weight to the minds
of the common people, including
Christians. 'Their guesses are taken
for scientific truths, and as these are
frequently in conflict with the Bible it
follows that they, more than any
others of the worldly wise, are op-
ponents of the Lord and of His reve-
lation, the Bible. Nor do they by such
opposition gain any real blessing to
their own hearts, for their philosophi-
cal errors blind and deceive them-
selves as well as others. Indeed, it
has been a source of constant surprise
to us to find that even scientists who
turn their attention to astronomy are
very generally infidels as respects the
Bible’s being God’s revelation, and
many of them out-and-out atheists
who deny that there is any living and
true God, holding that nature is her
own creator, developer, evolutionizer,
ete.

“The testimonies of the Lord are
sure, making wise the humble.”—
Psalm 19:7.

Having ‘examined worldly ‘wisdom
and found 1t unsatisfactory to our
hearts and heads the inquiry arises,
where shall we seek the wisdom which
the Wise Man declares is the princi-
pal thing? We reply that it is found
in God’s Word, which to mankind in
general is foolishness (1. Cor. 1:23-25).
but to us who believe in the power
of God and the wisdom of God. This
wisdom is found only in this Book and
that in proportion as we are enabled
by His grace to rightly divide it, to
understand it.

Let us examine carefully this true
wisdom from Above which the Scrip-
tures enjoin (Jas. 3:17). It is firs: pure
—it sets purity as its highest standard,

and the word pure takes in the
thought of honesty, sincerity. What-
ever questions arize respecting our

dealings, our conduct, our thoughts,
the first point to be decided would be,
is it pure, is it honest, is it true? If
this cannot be answered affirmatively
that is enough, heavenly Wisdom says.

If the question stands the first test,
the second one would be, is my mo-
tive a peaceable one? Would I thus
be doing all that I properly could do
to preserve peace, harmony, accord in
my own heart and in my dealings with
others, or would the course considered
be likely to awaken strife? Only peace-
able dispositions are approved by the
Lord, and this thought should con-
tinually guide the Lord’s people, with
a desire to be pleasing to Him. This,
however, does not mean a lack of firm-
ness of character, nor the lack of a
broper combativeness to oppose the
wrong in the proper manner and on
suitable occasions. It merely means

that our conduct should be as peace-
able as loyalty to rightecusaess will
permit. “Let nothing be done through
strife or vain glory.”
Pure Wisdom Gentle.

Gentleness is given as the third
mark of heavenly wisdom. The world
in general has grown to appreciate the
sentiment that gentleness is a pro-
priety. Indeed, to declare that some
people are not gentle-men would be
one of the surest ways of so arousing
their temper as to cause a display of
feeling which would be anything but
gentle. The gentleness of the world is
largely on the outside—polish, good
breeding; but the gentleness which the
heavenly wisdom inculcates extends
from the inside to the outside. 'T'he
thoughts are gentle—brought unuer
control by the various injunctions and
instructions of the Word of the Lo:d.
The whole life of the regenc:rated
Christian is brought under control of
the Spirit of holiness, which is on all
proper occasions a spirit of gentleness,
meekness, patience and long suffering.

There may be times when the direc-
tion of the Lord’s Word would cause
His people exercised by His Spirit to
secem ungentle, to seem severe even, yet
it would ‘be the result of a failure to
rightly discriminate on the subject.
For instance, it might become the duty
of a parent to exercise discipline in
his family, and the disciplined one-
might consider no discipline as gentlc-
ness; whereas the Lord has directed
that the parent should have his chil-
dren in proper subjection, and that he
who spareth the rod hateth his child.
From the standpoint of the Scriptures
all chastisement, however deserved,
should be given in moderation, and
with the gentlest of heart senti-
ments toward the transgressor, and
with the utmost sympathy for his
hereditary weaknesses and blemishes,
which require such extreme correction;
and no such discipline should be giver
except at a time when the mind is
thus well poised and full of parental
sympathy and love. Gentleness and
firmness are not in conflict, though
sometimes their combination is not
rightly undestood or appreciated by
those who lack the wisdom from
above.

Generous, Warm-Hearted.

The fourth point to be remembered
in connection with the heavenly wis-
dom is that those who are exercised
by it are easy of entreatment—they
are not hard hearted, cold, stony; they
can be touched with sympathy, and
will manifest their sympathy even
though they may not always allow it
to rule them nor always allow it to
hinder them from exercising proper
disciplines. There is a difference be-
tween being easily entreated and
being “soft,” spineless, The wisdom
from above has a firm texture of char-
acter, without coarseness, roughness,
rudeness, hardness.

The fifth element of heavenly wis-
dom is to be full of mercy—overflowinz
with mercy, with generous impulses,
with kindly feelings, with compassion
and sympathy for those in any trouble
or distress. This, however, would not
mean a mercy without gauges and
conditions. Mercy may fill one full
and yet be limited and restrained in
its course of action, because sound
judgment may dictate that in some
cases the restr2int of mercy would be
for the benefit, advantage of the of-
fender. In a word, where the spirit
of the world would be that of vindic-
tiveness, hatred and animosity be-
cause of some evil done, the Spir't of
the Lord, the wisdom from above
would be full of mercy, compassion,
sympathy, and would be restrained
from full forgiveness and remis<ion of
all penalties only as sound judgment
should indicate that such a generous
course would be contrary to the best
interests of the culprit.

“Ye Must Be Born Again.”

Lastly, the wisdom from above is
full of good fruits, and delights in
whatsoever things are true, nhonest,
pure, lovely and of good report. Can-
not we see the philosophy connected
with this wisdom-——that the possessor
of it is sure to be blessed in his heart
experience, to have happiness, joy,
peace and blessing himself, as well as
sure to scatter blessings wherever he
may go? This is the tendency of this
heavenly wisdom; this is the wisdom
from above. This is the wisdom,
therefore, referred to in the words,
“Wisdom is the principal thing: there-
fore, get wisdom,” the wisdom with
these characteristics.

We remark, however, that there is
only one way to put ourselves into re-
lationship with the ILord so as to be
able to receive this wisdom from
above. The way is Christ—through
faith in His blood as our sin atone-
ment. Still more than this, it means
a renunciation of our sins, an en-
deayor to walk in the TLord’s way,
leadlng to a full consecration of heart
and life tfo Him and the consequent
be_gettmg of the Spirit. Oniv from
thzs.last standpoint can anv hovpe te
receive *he wisdore from gbove, the
true wisdom
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T INTERNATIONAL ARBITRATION.

Enthusiastic Support.

When the balance-sheets of history
are finally adjusted, it will probably
be found that the statement made by
the President of the United States in
December last has had the greatest
effect upon the trend of modern
thought, on the ultimate well-being of
mankind, and as the starting-point in
the evolution of a mew basis in inter-
national ethics. We, on this side of
the Atlantic, will have nothing to re-
proach ourselves with in regard to the
part which our statesmen and our peo-
ple have taken. The recent utterances
of our Foreign Minister have riveted
the attention of the civilized world, and
the governments and the press have,
with but a few trivial exceptions,
united in a consensus of approval.

Feeling in America.

Reference was made in our issue of
last week to the speech by Sir Ed-
ward Grey in favor of full arbitration
between this country and the United
States of America, and extracts from
expressions of hearty approval from
all parts of the kingdom and from all
classes and denominations of Chris-
tians were added. Since then, the agi-
tation in favor of obligatory arbitra-
tion has gathered enormous momen-
tum on both sides of the Atlantic. In
‘the States, Mr. Carnegie, who has re-
~cently returned from Florida to' New
' York, is working most zealously in the
cause of peace, and his energy seems
to have aroused everybody to a fuller
sense of the tremendous possibilities
involved. = America, from coast ‘to
coast, is thoroughly awakened on the
subject.—British Exchange.

4
A French Treaty.

- Already we hear from Washington
ithat the President and the French Am-
bassador have had an informal con-
versation regarding a forthcoming ar-
bitration treaty between the TUnited
States and France along the lines of
the Anglo-American negotiations. It
will be remembered that when FPresi-
dent Taft made his now famous speech
in December last, the French Ambas-
sador, who was sitting next him, de-
lighted, him by remarking that he was
quite sure that France would gladly
embrace an opportunity for negotiating
for a treaty which aimed at the sub-
nuission of every issue, irrespective of
subject, which could not be settled by
the ordinary diplomatic exchanges,

A Word of Warning.

Little is heard, or-is likely to be

- hieard, of open opposition to the sub-
"stitution of arbitration for war. Few
would dare to advocate the settlement

of national disputes by bkloodshed in

preference to reason, but at the same

time there exist subtle influences at

work which will need to be carefully

watched and guarded against. The
growing wealth and power of the con-
tractors who supply governments with
stores and armaments have to be reck-
oned with. Therefore, it behooves all
lovers of peace to be vigilant.

Mr. Birrell on Arbitration.

~ Mr. Birrell, speaking at a great ar-
bitration meeting at Whitefield’s Tab-
ernacle, London, referred to the pro-
posals for a treaty of peace between
Great Britain and the United States,
and said: “It is a family affair that
we are beginning with. It is not an
offensive and defensive alliance., It is
peace between kinsfolk. Let us pur-
sue it to the end. When carefully ex-
amined,” he added, “the German Chan-
cellor’s recent speech really meant no
more than that, in his opinion, some
antagonisms might hereafter arise
even between England and America of
80 agonizing a character that the terms
of no treaty could keep us. from each
other’s throats—kill each other we
must. Well,” said Mr. Birrell, *if
.we must, we will. But surely, as the
Chancellor admitted, there could be
nothing but good in trying as long as
possible to keep us from doing any-
thing of the sort.”

AEROPLANE AT OXFORD-CAM-
BRIDGE BOAT RACE.

Some sensation was caused among
the crowds who lined the river banks
to watch the Oxford and Cambridge
boat race quite recently, for no fewer
than six aviators visited the scene by
aeroplane. Five of them started from
Hendon. These were Mr. C. Grahame-
‘White, who took up Mr. Patterson,
the well-known Northern aviator, as
a passenger in his Farman biplane;
M. Hubert, also on a biplane, and
three pilots of Bleriot monoplanes—
Mr, G. Hamel, Mr. C. H. Greswell, and
M. Pierre Prier. Leaving Hendon
soon after two o’clock, they reached
the river at Kew, and then followed
the river’s course to the Ranelagh
Club, where they hovered about for a
time, making several circuits, and
finally landing in the club grounds
much to the amazement of the many
members who had attended to witness
the ’Varsity contest. When the race
was over Mr, Grahame-White tele-
phoned the result to Hendon, where
a large crowd awaited the return of
the aviators.

QUEEN AND CITY WORKING
GIRLS.

A message from the Queen was giv-~
en to the congregation of working giris
which assembled as usual at All Hal-
low’s Church, London Wall, on Thurs-
day morning. This is the only church
in London, if indeed not in the coun-
try, which is used in the early morn-
ings as a place where women and
girls can take rest and shelter whilst
waiting for the opening of the offices
or other places of business where they
are engaged. Addressing the women
and girls, Mrs. Fowler, the rector’s
wife, said that the Queen took a great
interest in the work being carried on,
and sent materials for them to make
garments of.  Her Majesty had sent a
very handsome donation, - which
amounted to practically double what
she had graciously sent before.. Mrs.
Fowler added that she had received a
letter from Buckingham Palace, en-
closing 12 copies of a pamphlet de-
scribing the work of the London
Needlework Guild, of which the Queen
was patroness. All the garments made
by the women and girls attending the
church are sent direct to the Queen.

TO SHORTEN THE TEN. COM-
MANDMENTS.

Advices from London note that the
highest counsels of the Church of Eng-
land are considering the advisability of
modifying and- shortening the Ten
Commandments—especially the second,
fourth and tenth, .

Those ‘who admit that God gave
those commands must be egotistic in
the extreme to. attempt to correct the
Almighty! - - .

Those who disbelieve in the Divine
authorship of the commands would
better .repudiate them entirely and
make new ones to their own please-
ment and properly credited to their
own wisdom.

God’s consecrated people, guided by
His Word in the New Testament, real-
ize that the law is just and good. But
they see also that it was given to
the Jew and not to the Christian “new
creatures in Christ.”

These latter are Spirit-begotten and
are under the Law of the Spirit of
Life in Christ—a superior Law—a Law
which requires love to God supremely
and love for our fellow-creatures as
for ourselves. This Law of Love in-
cludes all of the requirements of the
Mosaic Law and more.

But God is not judging these ‘“new
crgatures” as flesh beings, but as spirit
bemgs. They are being judged ac-
corgimg to their minds, their hearts,
their intentions. Thus “the righteous-
ness of the Law of God is fulfilled in
us, who are walking, not after the
flesh, but after the spirit.”—Rom. §:1.

WHAT IS THE SOUL?

A postal-card request will se-
cure for you a free copy of
this paper in which this inter-
esting subject is treated in 2
manner that will satisfy the
most exacting.

When God

Was Alone

““Prom everlasting o everlasting, Thou art God.”’ (Psalm 90:2.) *‘I am Jehovah, that is My Name, and

Iy glory will I not give to another.”’
Father, of ugzwz areall things.””
or

(Isaiah 42:8.)
(I Cor. 8:6.) ““Hear, O Israel, the
our God §s one—Jehovah.'— Dent.6 :4. '

““To us there is one _God, the

HESE and other Scriptures tell us
of a personal God, the Father or
Life Giver of all, the Great One who
inhabiteth Eternity. St. Paul declares
that to the heathen ‘‘there are lords
many and gods many, but to us there
is but one God, the Father,” and one
appointed Agent of His in dealing with
humanity—one Lord Jesus Christ—
“and that every tongue shall confess
that Jesus, Messiah, is Lord, to the
glory of God the Father.”—Phil, 2: 11.
The Scriptures tell us of “the be-
ginning of the creation of God,” hence
there was a time before that beginning

of creation, when Jehovah God
was alone—‘He. that inhabiteth
Eternity.” Not even the great
Michael was with Him, the great

Messiah, whom Xe hath w0 high-
ly honored and - whom He declares

_ He will still further honor throughout

a glorious eternity. He was not with
the - Father before the beginning of
creation, because He Himself was ‘“‘the
Beginning of the creation of God—the
First-Born of every creature.” (Rev. 3:
14; Col. 1:15.) He was the first expres-
sion or manifestation of the Divine
attributes.—John 1:18.

This mighty God, Jehovah, self-cen-
tered, self-contained, is ours, the same
yesterday, to-day and forever, Ie
changes not.

Divine Attributes Glorious.

Every attribute of the Divine char-
acter was the same millions of years
ago that it is to-day, but that char-
acter was unrevealed. .  Every step of
creation was tended to display the
Divine character more and more, and
each successive step and development
of creation has brought forth new crea-
tures capable of comprehending the
Eternal One. We deem it not unrea-
sonable to assume that Jehovah's cre-
ative power will continue to be exer-
cised throughout all coming time.

Astronomical photography now re-
veals nearly 125,000,000 suns, around
which circle systems such as the one
which circles around our sun, and of
which our earth is a part. We deem it
not unreasonable to assume, from the
Scriptures, that the great work of or-
dering all these hundreds of millions
of planets stretches forward into eter-
nity, and that the work. of Divine
grace, begun on thé planet “Harth,”
will be contintied throughout the Uni-
verse, not only in conjunction with the
planetary systems we can discern, but
probably with millions of planetary
systems too far removed from us to be
discerned even by photography.

Doubtless Divine methods in connec-
tion with other worlds and their in-
habitants  will display the manifold
wisdom of God. For instance, we un-
derstand the Bible to indicate that
while the permission of evil in the
earth was wise, it will not necessarily
be wise nor expedient for any reason
to permit a similar reign of Sin and
Death in any other of the millions of
worlds, in connection with their order-
ing or development and their peopling
with glorious creatures who will show
forth the praises of the great Creator
without passing through experiences

with sin and death such as have been:

permitted- in connection with the hu-
manity of earth.

The Permission of Evil.

Can we not see a broad reason for
the permission of evil on the earth—
for the permission of the reign of Sin
and Death, which for six thousand
years has apparently disgraced .the
Creator, degraded humanity, astonish-
ed the angels and constituted our race
a groaning creation? Only when we
discern that Messiah’s Kingdom will
surely bring order out of this confu-
sion, do we begin to get the proper
focus upon our subject and realize
something of the greatness of our God.

From the standpoint of the comple-~
tion of the Divine purposes in connec-
tion with humanity, and from that
standpoint alone, can we see illus-~
trated Divine Wisdom, Justice, Love
and Power. The primary lesson was

Justice—that sin brings suffering and
eventually death. :

The second lesson was that of Di-
vine ~ compassion, sympathy—Love.
‘This lesson was manifested in the send-
ing of the Redzemer and in His sub-
sequent reward of exaltation, and in
His gathering of an ‘‘elect” Church to
be His associates in glory and in the
blessing of the redeemed race. The
reign of glory, the reign of Messiah,
soon to be introduced, will lift up poor
humanity from sin and sorrow, from
degradation and death, and give to
each and all the fullest opportunity to
return to human perfection and to Di-
vine favor and everlasting life..

In all that work of human restitu-
tion, which wil]l include the awakening
of mankind from the sleep of death,
the one great lesson will be the great-
ness of the Divine Power which will
be exercised through Messiah, the God-
like One, the Prince of Life,  ‘“the
Prince of Glory,” the Redeemer, the
Regenerator of Adam and his race.

And finally, from the standpoint of
the completion of Jehovah's great pur-
poses and dealings with man, will
stand revealed the forcknowledge and
Wisdom of God, who knew the end
from the beginning and who foresaw
how even the permission of a reign of
gin and death could be made eventually
to work out to His own glory and to
the blessing and instruction of His
creatures on both the human and the
angelic planes. Then will be revealed
to all the glorious character of their
Creator, and the necessity for His re-
quirement of absolute righteousness
and perfection.

Surely, the result eventually will be,
ag the Scriptures declare, that all shall
learn rightieousness, and hate iniquity,
and that every creature in heaven and
in earth and under the earth shall ac-
claim both Jehovah, who sitteth upon
the Throne of the TUniverse, and the
Lamb, the Redeemer, forever.

‘Were we to allow ourselves to spec- .

ulate respecting the future—respecting
the Divine purposes in relation to the
millions of worlds around us, our spec-
ulations would run thus: Those in-
structed and used of Jehovah in con-

junction with .the initial” development.:
ivine Plan in.the egrth will ®

the Divine Agents to other  worlds.

The Great Redeemer and His “elect” -
associates, after dealing with human- .

ity for their uplift out of sin and

death conditions, will surely be quali-
fied for further service in other worlds: |
to “show forth the praises of Him who !

called them out of darkness into His

marvelous light.”

And what shall we say of humanity
when perfected at the end of Messiah’s
glorious reign? Will not all be well
prepared, not only to approve right-
eousness in themselves, but to tell in
other worlds, to other races, the story
of the fall and of the reign of Sin and
Death resulting; and of the redemption
accomplished by God’s love; and of
the great restitution; and of the les
sons thus learned? .

The Unchangeable One.

The qualities of the Divine character
which we have just considered—Wis-
dom, Justice, Love and Power—be-~
longed to our Creator in the great
eternity preceding creation. But there
was no one at that time to appreciate
God—it requires a full view of the
perfected Plan of the Ages to. make
known to any and to all the glory of
the Lord. As we have just seen, thus
far the secret of the Lord and the
glories of His character are known
only to His ‘“sons,” begotten of His
holy Spirit. But the time nears when
“the whole earth shall be full of the
knowledge of the glory of the Lord
as the waters cover the great deep.”
He 'nd His glorious Government will
then be ‘‘the desire of all nations;”
“The glory of the Lord shall be re-
vealed and all flesh shall see it to-
gether.”-—Hag. 2:7; Isa, 40:5.

(Continued on 2d page, 2d column.)
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Six Hundred Thousand Books Burned.

Perhaps the greatest loss in connec-
tion with the burning of the New York
Capitol is the complete destruction of
the State Library, containing 600,000
volumes, among them the most valu-
able genealogical work in the United
States. There -also perished in the
flames relics and priceless documents,
some of ,them dating back to the
Revolutionary War of 1776. The As-
sembly and Senate libraries were
stored with thousands of volumes of
law and code books, and also a num-
ber of  historic, documents and manu-
scripts were. likewise wiped out. The
total value.of the three libraries defies
computation; but it was certainly over
£500,000,
Terrier Tackles the Census Paper.

At least one census paper narrowly
escaped ‘destruction immediately after
delivery last week. The householder
for whom it was intended possesses a
very- intelligent terrier, who has made
it his duty, whenever he hears the
letter box. rattle, to rush to the door
and carry off the communication in
triumph to his basket, Usually some
member of the family manages to res-
cue it in time, but the census paper
showed plain marks of business-like
teeth when it was retrieved. A delay
of a minute or two would have made
the paper uselss for official purposes.

The Value of the All-British Shopping
Week. '

“Some curious questions have been’
put to us during this week,” said one
departmental manager of a large
drapery firm recently to a “Morging
Post” reporter. “Customers were not
content with our assurance that cer-
tain articles were : British-made, both
as to material and workmanship. They
wanted demonstrative proof, - because
their impression was that the articles
were of foreign origin. In such cases
we gave the towns of origin and pro-
duced photographs of the factories and
the operatives at work in them, This
is where the educative value of -the
displays comes in. In future, buyers
will be able to associate certain ar-
ticles with certain towns.”

How a French Artist Obtained a
Royal Commission.

M. Georges Scott, the French artist
of Scottish descent, whose equestrian
portrait of the King will be one of the
features of the forthcoming Salon, has
been telling an interviewer how he
came to paint the picture. He at-
tended the funeral of King Edward as
special artist for “L’Illustration,” and
a sketch he made of King George was
afterward exhibited at a London gal-
lery. To this His Majesty’s attention
was directed by one of his secretaries
who visited the gallery. This resulted
in the artist having an audience of
His Majesty at Buckingham Palace,
and the portrait then begun is now
nearly completed. It represents the
King mounted on his favorite charger,
Kildare, in a field-marshal’s uniform.

Queen Victorla and the Creation o
Peers. :

Thé- Royal - prerogative with regard -

to the creation of Peers, says the
“Westminister Gazette,” was one which
Queen Victoria considered of great im-
portance. The authors of “Piccadilly
to Pall Mall” tell how once, on the
occasion of a Liberal Ministry being
returned to office,, Her Majesty re-
marked to a lady of the Court, “I
wonder what appointments for my

household Mr. Gladstone will advise

me to make?”’ ‘“Oh,” replied the lady
unthinkingly, “I suppose they will
make ‘several new Peers.” “They!”
echoed the Queen indignantly.

| The Rich Manin Hel;
Lazarus in
Abraham’s Bosoim

This greatly misunderstood
parable made plain in Vol 1,
No. 4, of PEOPLES PULPIT.

.the contrary,

-Prophets.

- Send for free sample copy.
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St. Paul assures us that every fea-
ture of the Divine Plan which we see
in process of execution was known to
Jehovah from before the foundation
of the world. He declares that these
things God purposed in Himself before
the foundation of the world. ‘The creas
tive processes, which have been oper-
ating for thousands of years, were all
surely elaborated in the mind of
Jehovah before the creative work be-
gan., In that purpose angels had a
part—of how many grades we may
not surely know, but they are various-
ly designated in the holy Scriptures as
“angels, principalities and powers.”
Later came “the -creation of man, “a
little lower than the angels” and
crowned with earthly honor, dignity
and power, in the image and likeness
of his Creator’s glorious power,

These creations varied not in de-
grees of perfection and imperfection.
Each was perfect on its own plane.
Each intelligent creature was a free,
moral agent, and hence, whether on
the angelic or human plane, was crea-
ated in the likeness of God, unblem-
ished, but with different capacities
and abilities. Almighty God, irfinite
in Wisdom, Justice, Love and Power,
purposed the orderly exercise of His
infinite attributes, as a great Father,
desirous of giving life and happiness to
his creatures.

These intelligent ones were desig-
nated ‘“Sons of God” so long as they
maintained their attitude of perfect
loyalty to Him, their Creator and
Father, Not only was it the Divine
intention thus to give pleasure to mil-
lions of creatures to be created, but it
was also the Divine will to manifest
to His creatures His own greatness
and the perfection of His own good-
ness that they might enjoy Him and
He. enjoy them everlastingly.

We are not to understand that Al-
mighty God was lonely in that great
Eternity before creation began. On
human loneliness is
largely because. of human deficiency.
What we lack we seek for in others.
But the great Jehovah lacked nothing;
He was -complete in Himself; He
needed not companionship to complete
or to supplement His happiness, It
was  His pleasure to create, that His
creatures might have joy by reflecting
as a whole His Divine qualities im-
planted in their constitutions.

The wreck of the human race pro-
duced by sin He well foreknew. Nor
did this wrecking of human hopes de-
feat, nor was it in danger of defeating,
the Divine purpose. It merely demon-
strates to angels and to men the
graces of the Divine character and
shows unto all the more fully the
qualities ‘of God proper to be' appre-
ciated and copied.

The Seven-Sealed Scroll.

When God would illustrate to us His
own great Personality, when He would
show to His creatures how He is work-
ing all things according to the coun-
sel of His own will, He pictured it sym-
bolically in the Book of Revelation.
In that vision the Throne of the Eter-
nal One is graphically portrayed as the
Seat of Divine power and authority
for the Universe, with angels as minis-
tering spirits. Then 1is described a
Scroll, in the right hand of Jehovah—
in Divine power and keeping. That
scroll, written inside and outside, was
“sealed with wseven seals,” represent-
ing the complete secrecy of the Divine
purposes related in that scroll. From
before the foundation of the world it
had been in the hand (in the power)
of the great Eternal One. He had given
hints respecting it and had caused it
to be symbolized in the Law and to
some extent to be described by the
But still it was a Hidden
Mystery, because the Prophets under-
stood not the things which they wrote;
nor could any understand them until
the Father’s “due time,” which He
had purposed in Himself,

Not only was the Divine Program
thus sealed and safely secreted, but it
was the Divine determination that it
should be given only to the One who
would demonstrate His worthiness to
be Jehovah’s honored Agent for the
carrying out of those purposes pre-
destinated before the world was. To
become the honored Agent, the Repre-
sentative of Jehovah, to carry out the
Divine purposes, should be given
only to the One who would demon-
strate Hig worthiness to be the great
Messiah, the great Deliverer, the great
Prophet, Priest, Judge, King of Israel.

High as the Redeemer stood in the
Divine counsels and fellowship before
e came into the world to be man’s
Redeemer, it was not then granted
even to Him to know all the mysteries
of the Divine Program. But by vir-
tue of His high station, His perfection,
His obedience, the privilege was given
to Him first to become man‘s Redeem-
er, at the cost of personal humiliation
and death, and then, if faithful in this
redemptive work, it should be His re-
ward to be glorified, exalted to the
Divine nature, and to execute the
Divine. Program. to its completion.

rank, a title above all others.

First, He must manifest His devotion
and loyalty to the Father, ere He could
be trusted even with the knowledge
of the Divine Program.

“Worthy Is the Lamb.

All this is declared in the account.
(Rev. 5.) The proclamation was made,
Who is worthy to receive the scroll
and to break its seals and to execute
the wonderful purposes of God? None
was found worthy! Finally, One dem-
onstrated His worthiness—He left the
courts of glory, He humbled Himself,
He “was made flesh.” More than this,
being found in fashion as a man, He
consecrated His all to the doing of
the Father’s will, even unto death, the
death of the cross. Wherefore, says
the Apostle, “God also highly exalted
Him” and gave Him a standing, a
(Phil,
2:7-9.) He commissioned Him to exe-
cute all the Divine purposes and to
Him he handed over the Scroll with
the privilege of opening its seals and
comprehending to the full its message.

In the symbolic picture John saw a
freshly slain lamb at the same time
that the angelic messenger declared
that the Lion of the ‘tribe of Judah
had prevailed. Jesus proved Himself
worthy and therefore the privilege of
understanding the things of the Divine
Plan, and the privilege of executing
them, rightfully belonged to Him. The
Lamb slain represented the work of
Jesus from the day He was thirty
years of age and made His consecra-
tion. There He became dead to self
and to the world. When He success-
fully finished this great contract, He

cried on Calvary, “It is finished!”

This glorious Victor was then ace
knowledged by God and by the holy
angels to be the worthy One to whom
the Father would entrust the execution
of every feature of the Divine Program:
“Worthy is the Lamb that was slain
to receive glory and honor, dominion
and might.” He has not yet completed
His great work there and then en-
trusted to Him. The Father glorified
Him and set Him at His own right
hand—the place of Divine favor—
when He finished His demonstration
of loyalty even unto death. As yet
He has only begun His great work.
que blessing of the Church as “the
Br)de,' the Lamb’s Wife,” is the first
step in the glorious Program, and it
is not yet completed. Following it
will come the blessing ‘of the world,
all the families of the earth, not only
the living but the dead. His declara-
tion to those now called to be His
Bz:lde is, “To him that overcometh
will T grant to sit with Me in My
Throne, even as I overcame and am
set down with My Father in His
Throne.”—Rev. 3:21.

“To us. there is one God,” says the.
Apostle.‘ All wisdom and power are
His. Recent electrical inventions as-
sist us greatly in apprehending His
greatness. What man can do limited-
ly with the telephone and wireless
telegyaphy merely hint to us of the
infinite resources of the BEternal One—
from everlasting to everlasting, God.
But our knowledge of the Divine Jus-
tice and Love satisfies our hearts—
our Great Creator becomes “Our
Father, who art in heaven.”

“TLove Casteth Out Fear”

““There is no foar in love; but perfect love casteth out fear; because fear hath torment.*’—1 Jokn 4:18.

Better translated could have been
the thought of the text by saying,
“There is no dread in love.® We do
not dread that which we love. In one
sense, however, the mor¢ we love, the
more we fear. We would not be so
careful- about pleasing a person whom
we do not thus love. This is not the
kind of fear, however, that the Apostle
wishes us to cast out. On the con-
trary, it should be much enhanced.
Consequently, the word dread would
more accurately. express the thought
of our text.

The  Scriptures speak of some who
have “no fear of God before their eyes.”
(Rom. 3:18.) Evidently these are un-
regenerate. Often, among men, there
is. a thoughtlessness in respect to God
and the future. The Apostle in this
text does not intimate that all hearts
have fear; but that if any heart has
fear, perfect love will cast it out. As
the knowledge and love increase, the
fear diminishes. We may say that
those of the world who have a reveren-
tial fear are such as are in a preferable
attitude of mind; they are in better
condition than the thoughtless. In
life, certain conditions which surround
us call for reverence; and man’s brain
is so constituted that reverence will
be a part of his mental attitude if he
be not depraved. Hence, the Scrip-
tures say that “The fear of the Lord is
the beginning of wisdom.” (Prov. 9:10.)
The fear of the Lord, the reverence of
the Lord, will bring a blessing. This
fear of the Lord rather increases as
the child of God comes to know His
Maker; but it is a gradual process.

There is a certain kind of fear which
comes as .the result of imperfect
knowledge. We do not credit the Ad-
versary with producing all the evil
thoughts of the human mind, yet we
believe he has very much to do with
the evil influences which surround
our race, People may be without fear
of God and we think that even after
they have come to the Lord, and are
learning to reverence Him and to know
something about Him, they may lack
the right kind of fear. Then the Ad-
versary’s plan will be to plant dread
in their minds.

So we find with all heathen peoples.
As soon as they have any knowledge
of God, the Adversary seems to conjure
up slavish fear which crowds out love,
and produces dread. We read that
“The god of this world hath blinded
the minds of them which believe not.”
(2 Cor. 4:4.) We think that this evil
influence is accountable for many of
the things which seem 30 remarkable
to us. It explains the fact that the
heathen have devilish doctrines
mingled with dread of God; and that
all the worldly who have knowledge of
God, both Jews and Christians, have
fear also—dread. Yet Christians have
much greater light upon God’s char-
acter than have others, and so should
have correspondingly less fear than the
heathen.

A Certain Kind of Fear Proper.

Evidently our text is not intended
to signify that a Christian should have
no sense of fear. This fact is shown
by the experience of the Son of God,
our dear Lord Himself, in the Garden
of Gethsemane. He there feared, as the
Apostle tells us in speaking of this oc-
casion, and He was heard in that He

feared. He offered up strong cryings.
and tears to Him who was able to save
Him out of death. (Heb. 5:7.) If the
Master feared, so should His followers.
The .Apostle says, “Let us, therefore,
fear .lest, a promise being left us of -
entering into His rest, any of you
should seem to come short of it.” (Heb.
4:1.) How shall we harmonize these
fears with our text? The text is evi-
dently not intended to contradict the
great lessons otherwise taught. Our
Lord Jesus appealed to the Father who,
He knew, loved Him; but He knew
also, that the Father wag absolutely
perfect, righteous, just and He feared
les!: He might have come short in ful-
filling some of the requirements:

. So with us. Let us know that “God
is .love” (1 John 4:8), but let us fear
respecting ourselves, and have such
a carefulness, such a desire to please
God, that we should feel fearful lest
in any degree we should come short.
Ig'norance begets fear; but love for God
will enable us to cast out that fear,
and will also enable us to come to God
w}th great confidence. So let us “Draw
nigh unto God” (James 4:8) with full
confidence that He will bless us. This
thought is the very opposite to that
ir} the heathen mind. Their concep-
tion of a god is that of a demon. The
Christian, on the other hand, who is
walking in the footsteps of the Master, -
learns to love his God and to wish to
do the Father’s will only. Nothing is
acceptable in the nature of a sacrifice
that is not prompted by that love.
“The Father seeketh wsuch to worship
Him as worship Him in spirit and in
truth.”—John 4:23, 24.

PASTOR RUSSELL’S SCRIPTURE
STUDIES.

These volumes deserve a careful
study by all who are not thoroughly
satisfied with the Bible interpretations
of the “dark ages.”” They can be
bought. for a trifle or borrowed free,
Address us.

Respecting the first volume of this
work “The Atlanta Constitution” says
editorially:

“It is impossible to read this book
without loving the writer and ponder-
ing his wonderful solution of the great
mysteries that have troubled us all our
lives. There is hardly.a family to be
found that has not lost some loved one
who died outside the church-—outside
the plan of salvation, and, if Calvinism
be true, outside of all hope and inside
of eternal torment and despair.

“This wonderful book makes no as-
sertions that are not well sustained by
the Scriptures. It is built up stone by
stone, and upon every stone is the text,
and it becomes a pyramid of God’'s love
and mercy and wisdor>. There is noth-
ing in the Bible thai the author denies
or doubts, but there are many texts
that he throws a flood of light upon
that seems to uncover its meaning.”

* *

The set of six volumes, cloth, 3,000
pages, is supplied by the BIBLE AND
TRACT SOCIETY, NO, 17 HICKS ST,
BROOKLYN, N. Y., for the usual price
of one such volume, namely, $2. This
includes postage or expressage to your
home, anywhere.
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The Beginning of God’s Creation

““In the beginning was the Word (Logos) and the Word (Logos) was with the God and the Word (Logos)

was @ God.

The same was in the beginning with the God. By Him were all things mads

and wsthout Him was not anything made that was made.”’—John 1:1, 2.

ONG before man was created, or our
earth was brought from its chaotic
condition, long before angels and
cherubim were created, Divine power
brought forth a Son on the spirit plane
~Jehovah’s First-Begotten—glorious,
perfect, beautiful, His own image and
likeness.

This glorious One is in our text
designated the Logos, the Word, the
Message,
the Old Testament He is symbolically
referred to as “Wisdom” in the words,
“Jehovah possessed Me in the begin-
ning of His way, before His works of
old. * * * Then I was by Him, as one
brought up with Him, and I was daily
His delight, rejoicing always before
Him.’—Prov. 8:22-30.

This mighty One, personified as Wis-
dom, is declared by St. Paul to be “the
First-Born of all creation.” (Col. 1:15-
18.) The Psalmist similarly refers. to
Him as Jehovah’s “First-Born, high-
er than the kings of earth.” (Psa.

' 89:27:) Jesus thus refers to Himself as

One who had a prehuman existence,
saying, ‘“Before Abraham-was, I am.”
(John 8:14, 23, 42-58.) The glorified, as-
cended Christ, in Apocalyptic vision,
declared the same great truth, that He
was “the beginning of the creation of
God.” (Rev. 3:14) And again He de-
clared; “I am the First and the Last.”
—Rev. 1:17; 2:8.

All of these Scriptures fully corrobo-
rate the statement of our text that He
who subsequently became the world’s
Redeemer was long before the primary
Son of God. He ranked first, not only
in seniority, but also in honor, dignity
and station, above all other sons of
God, not one of whom was like Him-
self—the direct creation of Jehovah:
“For all things were made by the Lo-
gos, and without Him was not one
thing made that was made.” He was
not the Creator in the primary sense
of the word, but in the secondary
sense. He was the active Agent of
Jehovah in all of His subsequent crea-
tive work; thus He was not only the
First-Born of all creation, but, individ-
ually, He was also the last of Je-
hovah’s creation. To thiz agrees the
word of St. Paul, “All things are of
éhe Father and all things are by the

on.”’ .

Surely many have failed to appreci-
ate, not only the Divine personality of
J=zhovah, but also the greatness of
Him who is styled “The Son of God.”

In the Dark Ages.

There was a time when God’s people
did not possess the Bible in their own
language, and when education to read
it was extremely limited, and when
nobody possessed such wonderful
Bibles (with references and concord-
ances) as are common to-day. It should
not surprise us that in that far-off
time confusing errors crept into the
traditional faith of the Church. The
contention of the Jews was that Jesus
of Nazareth was an impostor and that
His mighty works were done under
‘the influence of the fallen angel, Be-
€lzebub. Should we think it strange
that in the heat of discussion some of
the followers of Jesus would make ex-
travagant claims for Him in their en-
deavor to oppose the theory that made
of Messiah a mere sinful man?

It does not surprise us, therefore,
that early in the third century claims
were put forward in the name of
Christ and His Apostles which neither
He nor they ever authorized. The
Apostles rightly declared Himn to be
“the Son of God with power” and that
He was “holy, harmless, undefiled and
separate from sinners.” (Heb. 7:26.)
‘The Master Himself declared, “My
Father Is greater than I1.” “He is
above all;” “He sent me;” “I came to
do the will of My Father in heaven
and not Mine own will;” “I delight to
do Thy will, oh, My God; Thy law is
written in My heart.,”

True, He also declared, “I and My
Father are One;” but He showed in
what this oneness consisted—that it
was a oneness of will, of purpose, of
work. Because He had fully submitted
His will to the Father’s will and had
made the Father’s will His own, there-
fore They were One. :

The Master again illustrated this one~
ness when He prayed for His dis-
ciples that “they all might be one,
even as Thou, Father, and I are One.”
(John 17:11, 21, 22.) Evidently the
Master did not pray that His disciples
should all become one in person, but

%

the Expression ' of God.  In”

.power,

spirit, disposition,

that they should all become of one
mind, of one heart, of one disposition
through their loyalty and obedience to
the Word and to the Spirit of God.
And this oneness, He declared, was the
kind which subsisted between the
Heavenly Father and Himself.

Leaving the simplicity of the teach-
ings of Jesus and of the Apostles,
some went to the extreme of declaring
that Jesus was His own Father; that
the terms Father, Son and Holy Spirit
all applied to one Person who mani-
fested Himself to mankind in three
different ways, corresponding to these
names—one God in three manifesta-
tions. Others took a still different
view and claimed that the Father,
Son and Holy Spirit were three Gods
who operated as One. In proportion
as these unscriptural human theorizes
were received, they produced confu-
sion. And when asked how three per-
sons could logically be One Person,
and how One Person could be three
persons ‘equal in glory and power, of
course no answer could be given.
Then the subterfuge was raised, “This

-is a gredt mystery which nobody can

explain.”

It should not surprise us from what
we know of the. structure of human
nature that these extreme views were
opposed by others of the opposite ex-
treme, some claiming that Jesus was
a mere man; that He was born as are
other men; that Joseph was His
father, etc. Thus we behold the dan-
ger of any variation whatever fromn
the precise teachings of the Word of
God,

It should be needless to say to Eible
Students that there is nothing in tlie
Bible which declares a  Trinity. of
Gods. There is just one passage of
Scripture quoted in proof of the
Trinity (I John 5:7), and it is never
quoted by scholars, because all schol-
ars know that it was tampered with,

several words having been added in .

the seventh century, which are not

found in any New Testament manu-

script of earlier date. And those
added words make the statement as a
whole foolish. . .

If you will turn in your Bihles to
thig passage, you may strike out the
spurious  words as . follows, in verse
seven: “In heaven the Father,
Word and the Holy Ghost, and these
three are one,” and in verse eight the
words, “and there are three that bear
witness in earth.”

After thus eliminating the spurious
additions, after thus removing Z‘rom
the precious ointment this ‘“dead fly”
of falsehood which was inserted for the
very purpose of deceiving, and be-
cause no Scripture could be found to
give color to the doctrinz of the Trin-
ity—then you will be able to read that
portion of the Word of God in its pu-
rity and simplicity. Then the “mys-
tery’” part will be gone from it for-
ever. It will be in full accord with the
entire Bible in declaring, *To us there
is one God, the Father, of whom are
all things, and one Lord, Jesus Christ,
by whom are all things and we by
Him” (I Cor. 8:6). How absurdly the
passdage reads in our common version,
stating that the Father and the Son
and the Holy Spirit are bearing witness
in heaven that Jesus is the Son of
God!

The pure Word of God presents
simply and beautifully the fact that
the great Creator, the Father of all
mercies, is Jehovah God, and that He
has an Only Begotten Son who is yet
tc be the Savior or Deliverer of all of
Adam’s race willing to accept the
grace of God provided in Him; and that
there is one Holy Spirit, “the spirit of
truth,” “the spirit of wisdom,” “the
spirit of a sound mind,” the spirit or
energy, will, mind of the
Father—which is also the spirit of the
Son, and which must be also the
mind, will of all
those who now come unto the Father
as sons through the adoption which is
in Christ Jesus,

The Only Begotten Honored.

Before the beginning of the creation
of God, before the Ouly Begotien of
the Father became the Alpha ¢f Crea-
tion, the Father had wonderful pur-
poses in Himself respecting all His
great, Plan for the everlasting future.
It included this world, and mankind,
and the permission of sin, and the re-
demption of man from sin and its
penalty, and the restoration to be sc-
complished by Messiah’s Kingdom and

ber 3..
have been remarkable,

‘WHERE ARE THE DEAD?”

This article was published in this paper in Voiume one, Num-~
The interest aroused, and the great demand for copies of it
A sample copy will be mailed to any one free.
Address, Bible Society, 17 Hicks Street, Brooklyn.
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the glorious work of eternity in fure
ther creations in world after’ world.
But, as the Master declared, these
things the Father had kept 'in His
own power—in His own hand. He di-
vulged them not to the angels, nor
even to His dearly beloved “Only Be-
gotten Son.” We have seen how this
Divine secret, Divine purpose, was
symbolically represented in the Scroll
in the hands of Jehovah, as pictured
in Revelation 5:1. We have seen that
this revelation was delivered to the
Lamb, the Only Begotten One, after
He had been slain—after His conse-
cration at Jordan, and in its fulness
after His death at Calvary, when He
ascended up on high, glorified at the
right hand of the Father’s majesty.
But before the I.ogos was made
flesh, before He undertook to be man’s
Redeemer, the Heavenly Father set
before Him the glorious proposition:
He informed Him that He had a scroll,
a Plan, and that the execution there-
of was to be given to one who would
prove himself worthy, by demonstrat-
ing his loyalty to the Divine will,
We read that God sent His only be-
gotten Son into the world, but we are
not to understand from this that He
came under Divine commands the re-
fusal of which would have meant Di-
vine displeasure and His own degrada-
tion, On the contrary, we understand

the matter clearly when we hearken .

to the Apostle’s statement: He de-
clares that Messiah left the glory,
which He had with the Father before
the world was, and humbled Himself
to take upon Himself man’s form and
then consecrated Himself even unto
death—all because of the joy that the
Father had set before Him.

The joy set before the Logos was (1)
That thus He might serve the Heaven-
ly Father’s gracious purposes, '

(2) That He might recover mankind
from the state of sin and death into

which all were plunged by father-

Adam’s one act of disobedience.

(3) Additionally, He was promised
the honor and distinction of the Mes-
sianic Kingdom by and through which
lrpfat.ngind would be blessed and up-
ifted. '

(4) He was promised a special Bride
class to be selected from among the
redeemed race of men—a class having
His own disposition of loyalty to God
and * to righteousness, and faithful
unto' death—which like Himself, would
be exalted
from the earthly to the heavenly con-
dition, far above principalities, powers
and every name that is named. .
" (5) He was promised that His own

“personal distinction would be to all

eternity a participation in the qualities
of the divine nature; He would possess,
not only glory and honor, but also in-
herent life, deathlessness, immortality.

For these joys, He left His glory, He
was made flesh, He sacrificed His
earthly life and, being raised from the
dead, He entered into His promised
Joy. Since then He is waiting in ex-
pectation for the completion of the
Church. His Bride, the members of
His Body, assured that then the
Father will gives Him “the heathen for
an inheritance and the uttermost parts
of the earth for His possession,” that
e may bind Satan, put down sin and
uplift the sinner and bring everlasting
order out of earth’s confusion by de-
stroying the wilfully wicked.

A . God- but Not The God.

As all Bible scholars know, the word
elohim in the Old Testament Hebrew
is of plural form, somewhat like our
English word sheep. Thus we read in
Genesis, “The elohim (Gods) said, let
Us make man in our image.” This

in the chief resurrection -

would very properly apply to the
Heavenly Father and the Heavenly
Son, in full accord with our text.
“Without Him (the Logos) was not

anything made that was made.” The
word elohim - signifies, literally, the
mighty, the powerful, the great.

Surely it would be wstrictly proper to
consider the Logos  mighty, great,
powerful as the active Agent of the
Almighty One, Jehovah.

This word elohim not only is used in
respect to the Heavenly Father and
His Heavenly Son, but it is also used
in respect to angels as the messengers
of God and of Christ, mighty to the
doing of the will of God. (Psa. 8:5.)
“Thou hast made man a little lower
than the angels” (elohim). Still fur- ...
ther notice that -this word elohim is
used in respect to men; when Divinely
appointed and active as God’s agents
they were mighty, or elohim. Thus
we read of the seventy judges of Irrael
appointed by Moses, ‘“The me~ster
shall bring him to the judges (elohim).”

P v

The Father Highly: Exalted Jesus.

‘We have given a very literal render=
ing of the text at the top of this ar-
ticle, showing the fine distinction of
ithe Greek originzl in a way that our
English version does not show it. As
Bible students we have not i the past
been sufficiently critical in our study
of God’s Word, but now, in Divine
providence, it is possible for those even
who have practically no knowledge of
the Greek and Hebrew to understand
the Scripture presentations thoroughly.

Our text in the common English
version misrepresents the true thought
of the original, but as we have ren-
dered it the matter is so simple and
clear that a child may understand.
Jehovah God is from everlasting te
everlasting and had no beginning. The
Logos had a beginning—He Himself
was the beginning. “In the begin-
ning was the Logos and the Logos was
a God’—He was a Mighty One, the
beginning of creation, the first and the
last creation of the God, the Almighty
One—“of Whom, by Whom and
through Whom are all things.”

All honor and majesty and worship
belong primarily to the great Father
of Lights and to Him Jesus directed
the attention of His followers, say-
ing, “After this manner pray ye—Our
Father Who art in heaven, hallowed
be Thy name.” It is eminently proper
that our petitions should ascend to “the
Father of Lights, from Whom cometh
every good and perfect gift.,” :

It has pleaséd the Father to so honor
His First Begotten Son, and to so re-
ward His faithfulness unto death, and
to so make Him the Head in all things
over the Church which is His Body, .
that it is eminently proper that, in the
language of the Master, “All men
should honor the Son, even as they
honor the Father.” (John 5:23.) They
should not honor the Son instead of
the Father, however, for the latter de-
clares, “My glory will I not give to
another.,” The exalted Christ is to be
honored, yea, worshiped, because the
Father has highly exalted Him and
given Him a ngme above every other
rame, that at the name of Jesus every
knee should bow and every tongue con-
fess to the glory of God the Father.”—+
Phil. 2:8-11. .

And with the world- in the future,
throughout Messiah’s reign, this will
be equally proper, because then He will
be the world’s Mediator, standing be-
tween God and men, until'by His Me-'
diatorial Kingdom He shall have lifted
mankind from sin and degradation and
death, back to actual justification and
harmony with God.

Guided By

God’s Eye

I will guide thee with Mine eye.”’—Psa. 32:8, =~~~ v 7

THE eye is one of the most im-
portant organs of the body with

.which to givec expression to the feel-

ings. Either anger or pleasure are
usually expressed by this means. One
thought which we may take from the
text is that one may be s0 desirous of
doing the Divine will that he will be
continually on the alert to please, just
as a dutiful child, being on the. alert
to do the will of the parent, would look
at the parent’s eye, not waiting for
the rod. So all of God’s dear children
of the Church should be looking unto
Jesug for the expression of the Father’s
will concerning them. They look to
Jesus as the Author of their faith and
the One who shall be the Finisher of
it. They look to Him as the great
Counselor and Guide of life. As we
sometimes sing:

“Oh, let no earth-born cloud arise
To hide Thee from Thy servant’s

eyes!” '

Another thought is that as the eye
is the symbol of wisdom, so God guides
all things in wisdom., He sees to it
that His children receive the necessary
counsel, the necessary aid. Since He
is the All-Wise One, nothing can
escape His attention.  Still another

thought is that as we recognize the
Divine purpose, the. Divine will, the
Divine outworking. of that will, we see
that in the present time God is not
trying to save the world, but only “the '
called,” “the elect,” who are obedient °
in sacrifice. All who are of the First- °
Borns should seek to follow the same
course as God, to be co-workers with
Him. They should have no will of
their own, but do the Father’s will.

One of the most important lesson&
for the spiritual Israelite to learn is te
look to the Lord for leading in all of
life’s affairs—never to atiempt any
unfiertaking, either temporal or
spiritual, without seeking.to note the
will of the Lord concerning it. We
are marching toward the "antitypicaf
Canaan and know that other experi-
ences are due us and must be under-~
gone ere we can inherit the promises.
The lesson for us is prompt and thor-
ough obedience to the Lord’s leadings
without murmurings—with joyfulness;
and this can be expected only on *he
part of those who have learrcu the
lessons previously given them, andé
above all," the lesson of faith—confie |
dence in the Lord’s power and goo@e
ness and faithfulness.
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JESUS NO LONGER A MAN

“He was put to death in flesh, He was guickened
in Spirit.”’—1 Pet. 3:18,

IN THE ‘PAST those of us who
continued to believe in the res-
urrection -6f the dead held some in-
consisten,t\th’eories respecting the mat-
ter whichserved to make the resur-

- rection doetrine- the more absurd in
the minds of those opposed. For

' Instance, we claimed that the Logos,

: the Son of God, left the heavenly or
¢ Bpirit nature and, according to the
Beriptures, was ‘made flesh, and that
He was resurrected "from the dead a
human or fleshly -being and ascended
to heaven with a body of flesh. In
the same breath we acknowledged
that human nature is a little lower
than the angelic; and thus, while still
wishing to honor the Redeemer and to
‘see wisdom and love in the Heavenly
Father’s: Plan,” we assumed that the
Savior, -since His ascension, has had
&' body inferior to that of the angels
and out of harmony with His sur-
roundings; and that this is to be to
all eternity a “part of the cost of
‘human redemption.

How absurd! Do not the Scriptures
particularly tell-us that in His resur-
‘rection the Son was highly exalted by
the Father, far above angels, prinei-
‘palities and<powers and every name
that is named? Do they not tell us
that “flesh “and blood cannot inherit
‘the Kingdom of God?’ Do they not
~tell us that the elect Church, in order
to. be the Bride of Messiah and His as-
Bociate in the heavenly Kingdom, must
be ¢“changed, in a moment, in the
‘twinkling of an eye,” in order that she
‘may be made like Him, and because
‘“flesh-- and blood cannot inherit the
‘Kingdom”? We have been too care-
less in our study of the Divine Word.
On this subject, as upon others, we
have assumed that our forefathers of
the “Dark Ages” understood the mat-
ter thoroughly. We forgot that those
who'-lost s0o much of the Holy Spirit
that they could burn fellow-Christians
at the stake were quite likely to be
more or less confused on all questions.
But “the path of the just is as a shin-
Ang light, shining more and more unto
the perfect day,”. and it .is now our
privilege to learn the way of the Lord

.perfectly, in the light now shin-.

' ing upon the Bible through the‘aid of
-our wonderful concordances and other
Bible  study helps. )

Begotten of the Spirtt—Then Born.

our difficulty on this subject arosa
Arom our failure to understand that

‘heman and spirit natures are distinct,

and that God has provided two dis-
tinctly different salvations for man-
* kind—the salvation of this Age being
exclusively spiritual, while that of the
next Age will be exclusively human.
We are not to think of these natures
as blending, but, according to the
Lord’s Word, we are to view them as
distinctly separate. Whoever is of the
human nature is earthly, fleshly,
‘whether perfect or degraded. Who-
ever is of the spirit nature is heavenly,
whether perfect or degraded. Thus,
when “the Logos was made flesh and
dwelt among us,” He ' was human,
though unblemished. And the fallen
angels are still spirit beings, although
‘cut off from Divine favor and fellow-
ship. In other words, human nature
is not an imperfect form of spirit na-
ture, but a totally separate and dis-
tinct nature:

The Logos, the Only Begotten of the
""Father, “wag 'made flesh” (John 1:14),
" He was not!atspirit being incarcerated
in a body of flesh and wearing it as a
garment, orliving in it as a house. He
became ‘like others of the race, except
that “He was holy, harmless, separate
from sinners,” ‘while all others are
sinners, imperfect. Like other men, the
man Jesus ‘was not a dual being—a
spirit being living in & human frame.
He was merely human.

But the Redeemer became a dual
being Wwhen He received the begetting
of the Holy Spirit, at the time of His
baptism. Thenceforth, for three and
a half years, until His -crucifixion,
He was d@ual. The flesh was the same;
but the spirit-begetting received from
the Father constituted Him a new Ego,
a new person. He not-only thereafter
had new hopes, based upon Divine
promises, but He had a new mind or
new will, specially illuminated, quick-
ened, enlightened by the Holy Spirit.
¥From the time of His baptism His
flesh (all that belonged to His human
"nature) was given up to die In the
carrying out of the Heavenly Father's
purposes. Thenceforth the Spirit-be-
gotten One waited merely for the ac-
complishment of His sacrifice accord-
ing to the Father's will, and for a new
body, a glorious spirit body, in the res-
urrection—His completing or perfect-
fng as a New Creature.

Three and One-half Years Our Lord
Was a Dual Being.

Hence, during the period of our
Lord’s ministry, for three and a half
years, He was a dual personage. So
far as form and organism were con-
cerned He was a man, but so far as

mind and purpose and interests were
concerned He was changed—a New
Creature, a spirit being; earthly things
had passed away. The New Creature
followed the instructions of the Divine
Word and providences to the extent
of mortifying the flesh—surrendering
it fully for the accomplishment in it
of the Divine will. “The cup which
My Father hath poured for Me shall I
not drink it?”

The great Teacher Himself givés us
the picture of a human birth as illus-
trating the experiences through which
He passed and the similar experiences
through which all of His faithful fol-
lowers must pass in order to reach
the plane of heavenly glory. This pic-
ture contains three distinctive views—
(1) begetting — (2) quickening — (3)
birth. These three steps were illus-
trated by our Lord’s own experiences.
He was begotten of the Holy Spirit at
the time of His consecration at bap-
tism. He was quickened or energized
by that Holy Spirit after His forty
days’ experience in the wilderness
when He began His active service as
“the Messenger of the Covenant,”
selecting His Bride, the Church.

When He finished His sacrifice at
Calvary the man Jesus was dead, and
the New Creature Jesus, spirit-begot-
ten and guickened and developed, was
three and a half years old. According
to the Divine Program He slept In
hades, the tomb, and on the third day
was born from the dead, raised up by
Divine power as'a New Creature, being
given a spirit body of divine nature—
glory, honor, immortality: “Him hath
God highly exalted” (Philippians 2:9).
He ‘did not lose His personality, His

identity, and could therefore properly:

say, “I am He that liveth and was
dead” (Rev. 1: 18).

“Now the Lord is That Spirit”
2 Corinthians 3:17.

Thus was our Lord “put to death in
flesh and quickened in spirit’—made
alive In spirit, a Spirit Being. True,
He was also quickened by the Spirit.

It was the Father's Spirit or Power:
which raised” Him ‘from the.. dead, as-

the Secriptures declare (Romans. 8:11).

"Indeed, ‘48 the Apostle reminds us, all

the blessings of: Divine providence are
of the Father."
every good and every perfect gift.

He who thus ascended up on high,
the Prince of glory and partaker of the
divine nature, is the same who first
descended to the earthly nature, yea,
who was humbled even unto death,
even the death of the Cross, and went
to the tomb as. the sinner’s substitute
or ransom-price. The forty days which
intervened between the Redeemer’s
resurrection and His ascension taught
two great lessons:

(1) That the Crucified One was no
longer held in the bonds of death, no
longer a prisoner in the grave.

(2) It also taught that the Risen
One was different in many respects
from what He was before He died. No
longer was He a man., No longer was
He flesh. The body of flesh prepared
for Him for the suffering of death had
served its purpose. He needed it no
longer. The Father had raised Him
up to the plane of glory again. As a
quickening Spirit He was with the dis-
ciples during the forty days, instruect-
fng them during the few moments of
each of His seven or eight appear-
ances. But He was teaching them
equally. when invisible to them. He
noted their perplexities. His several
appearances were in different forms—
as a gardener, as a traveller, as a
purchaser of fish on the shore of Lake
Tiberias, calling out, “Have you any
fish?"* and then, “Drop the net on the
other side.”

He revealed Himself to the disciples
in various ways in connection with
those  materializations and  then
straightway He “vanished” out of their
sight, to be present with them unseen,
for days. TFor identification He ap-
peared on two occasions in a body
bearing the marks of His crucifixion.
During these forty days the faithful
Teacher established the faith of His
followers in Himself as the glorified
Messiah, their Heavenly Bridegroom,
who would later come again and re-
ceive them unto Himself and at that
time. give to them also a similar res-
urrection “change,” that they should
be like Him, “see Him as He 18” and
not as He was, and share His glory—
because “flesh and blood cannot in-
herit the Kingdom of God” (1 Corinthi-
ans 15: 50).

“Above the Brightness of the Sun.?”

St. Paul, the last of the twelve
Apostles to be called (to take the
place of Judas), needed, as well as the

Thieves in Paradise

Luke 23:43.—This greatly mis-
understood text explained in
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- Jesus.

From Him cometh:

others, to be able to witness to the
resurrection of Jesus. Of this he tells
us, saying, “He was seen of Cephas,
then of the twelve; after that He was
seen of above five hundred brethren at
once; after that He was seen of James;
then of all the Apostles; and, last of

all, He was seen of me also, as of
one prematurely born” (1 Corinthians
15: 5-8).

In the ordinary course of events St.
Paul would not have seen the Lord

until His resurrection, when he himself.

would come forth as a member of ‘“the
Church of the First-born.” He there-
fore describes his view of Jesus on his
way to Damascus as being like that
of one born before the time. In other
words, St. Paul saw the Lord as He
is .and not as He was, He saw the
Lord of glory, and not the man Jesus.
The appearance was glorious indeed.
In various parts of the Bible angels in
their normal condition are pictured as
bright-shining ones. Thus one of the
Prophets fell as dead before an angel
of the Lord, whose face shone  as the
sun. Thus John the Revelator, grant-
ed a glimpse of the glorified Christ,
fell as dead before Him. The effect of
this great light above the brightness
of the sun upon the eyes of Saul of
Tarsus was destructive and a miracle
was necessary for their repairment.

Thus the Lord identified Himself in
glory with His former self, the man
These lessons of the Lord
should not have gone unheeded. We
should not have thought of the glori-
fied Messiah as a man. The effect of
the wrong thought has not only be-
clouded our appreciation of the Sa-
vior in glory, but has also confused
many respecting His Second Advent.
It is safe to say that even yet the ma-
jority of those who are expecting the
Second Coming of the Son of God and
His establishment of His Messianic
Throne are looking for Him as a glori-
fied man, forgetting that He sacrificed
Himself as a man, and that He took
not back that sacrifice, but received
exaltation to the more excellent glory
than that which He had left to be-
come our Redeemer.

The proper thought respecting the
resurrection of our Lord and His pres-
ent glory shows us clearly that His
Kingdom, when it shall be established,
will, indeed, be a heavenly Kingdom,
a -spiritual one. From this standpoint
only can we see the force of the Apos-
tle’s contrast, when he pictures to us
how Satan, ambitious and scheming to

.be the. Emperor of the world, took the

path cf disobedience. He indeed gain-
ed his desire and is the “Prince of this
world”—over a sorry Empire, in which
sin and death reign. On the other
hand, the Apostle points us to the fact
that our Redeemer, loyal to the Heav-
enly Father to the core, humbled Him-
self to take the human nature, to be
crucified; and that therefore God has
exalted Him and will give to Him the
Kingdom now usurped by Satan, the
Prince of this world.

Satan will be bound for the thousand
yvears of Messiah’s reign. The spirit-
ual Prince of darkness will be deposed
and the spiritual Prince of Light and
Truth, as the Father’s honored Agent,
will be inaugurated as XKing of kings

and Lord of lords. And “He must
reign until He shall have put all ene-
mies under His feet”-—the last enemy
being death, 'Adamic death, the death
introduced through the deceptive lie of
“Satan, who was a murderer from the
beginning and abode not in the Truth”
(John 8: 44). -

St. Paul, according to the Greek text,
institutes a comparison between Sa-
tan’s course and that of the Logos
(Philippians 2: 6). He there implies
that Satan was ambitious and sought
to grasp Divine prerogatives, but that
the Logos “did not meditate a usurpa-
tion ta be equal with God,” but on
the contrary, humbled Himself and
made Himself of no reputation. Nev-
ertheless, eventually, in the outwork-
ing of the Creator's great Program,
the One who humbled Himself will be
the Exalted One, and the one who ex-
alted himself will be abased. The
Apostle urges the Church to follow
the example of Jesus—“Humble your-
selves, therefore, under the mighty
hand of God, that He may exalt you
in due time” (1 Peter 5: 6).

Church of the First-borns.

As the Only-Begotten of the Father
wag begotten of the Holy Spirit at the
time of His consecration, as an embryo
New Creature, and as He was born of
the Spirit or perfected as a New Crea-
ture in His resurrection, so also the
Scriptures indicate must be the course
along which the Church is to follow
Him. None can be born of the Spirit
unless first he has been begotten of the
Spirit and quickened of the Spirit. It
is through this spirit-begetting, quick-
ening and birth that the “elect of God,”
called during this Age to a change of
nature, are made New Creatures—
“members of the Anointed One,” the
Christ, the Messiah, the Mediator be-
tween God and. the world, under-kings,
under-priests, under-judges, in asso-
clation with their Lord, the Chief-
Priest and Bridegroom.

In the present life the new nature is
merely begun, and, as the Apostle de-
clares, we have it as a treasure in
earthen vessels—in earthly bodies.” He
again declares that all the spirit-be-
gotten ones are in a conflict in which
it is required that they shall prove
themselves ‘‘overcomers.” Their spec-
ial conflict is with their own flesh.
The New Creature, the new will, must
mortify the deeds of the  flesh, the
desires of the flesh.' It must “fight a
good fight” and demonstrate its loyalty
to God and the principles of His right-
eousness. Otherwise it. will not be-acg-:
counted worthy or “meet for the in-
:lller{t;;nce of the saints in light” (Col.

The First Resurrection, or Chief
Resurrection, is to. be that of the
Church. It must be completed before
the world’s resurrection can begin.
And concerning this First Resurrection
it is stipulated that none can have

.share in it except the blessed and the

holy. And for. these a reward is
promised, that they shall be priests
unto God and shall reign. with Christ
a thousand years—on the earth, over
the earth, as earth’s spiritual Empire
and Ruling Government, to put down
sin and to uplift righteousness.

TAKING HEED TO OUR HEARTS

“Let all bitterness and wrath and anger and evil speaking be put away from you

with all malice.’

"—FEph, 4:31.

THIS list of dis-graces seems to have
a connection or relationship, the
one to the cther, and usually, it is pre-
sumed, the relationship is inbred. The
Apostle speaks in one place of a danger
of having a root of bitterness spring up,
and thereby many being defiled. In
this case he seems to indicate how de-
filement grows from such a root of
bitterness, and what would be the evil
results from permitting such a root to
grow. Bitterness is frequently rep-
resented by brackish water—not pure
water, but alkaline, unpalatable. In
the text under comsideration it seems
to represent first the heart condition.
And so, if the fountain become de-
filed or impure, the thoughts, words
and actions will be impure—brackish.
The thought seems to be to take
heed to our hearts—not to have an
ungenerous sentiment. And if such in-

trude, it must be immediately repuls-’

ed, just as we would resist anything
contagious. And so we must resist
everything of bitterness of spirit, not
onl