My Two Witnesses
Who or what are the two witnesses at Revelation 11:3?
With what has been going on in Israel lately i wanted to share my thoughts on what i think the "two witnesses" refer to, and the immediate events that lead up to it. (See the article "Revelation Abbreviated" for my summary of the entire book of Revelation.)
Revelation 10:1-4a = An angel holding an opened little scroll stands with "his right foot on the sea, but his left one on the earth". The angel cries out. Seven thunders speak but John is told not to write down what they say.
Note that the little scroll was already open in the angel's hand, which means the angel had already read its contents and that the bitter/sweet message on the scroll is the reason that he stood where and how he did, and why he cried out "as when a lion roars." (Re 10:3) The angel is obviously very upset by the bitter part of the message on the scroll.
As he is standing the angel would be facing south. I think the angel is standing with his right foot on the Mediterranean sea and his left foot on Israel, with the Gaza Strip in southern Israel in front of him. His legs are pillars of fire which God has used to direct His people where to go in the dark. (Ex 13:21-22; Ne 9:12) 
10:4b = “Seal up the things the seven thunders spoke, and do not write them down.”
Seven thunders speak, but John was told not to record what they said. I always thought that was very odd. Why even write that seven thunders spoke if we are not told what they said?

Perhaps the important thing is not what they said, but that what they said was kept secret (sealed up). Perhaps this is a prophecy, not about seven thunders speaking, but about a secret that will be kept, and that secret is related to seven thunders.

Perhaps the secret is said to be from seven thunders because the secret that is kept enables thousands of Hezbollah members to be injured or killed when their pagers and walkie-talkies exploded with a loud thunderous boom. 

The pager attack no doubt took a large number of individuals and a good amount of time to carry out. There was the planning, the making of the pagers and walkie-talkies, getting their enemies to buy them and distribute them to thousands of their operatives, and all of the logistics and many other details that went into it. The plan could have been discovered a thousand different times, and yet it wasn't. It seems a miracle that Hezbollah did not find out about it, but the secret was kept.

That, of course, is highly speculative, but the timeframe and details seem to fit.  

10:5-6 = The angel swears by God:  "There will be no delay any longer." 
The Israeli armed forces began their action against Israel's enemies, first in the Gaza strip, then expanding to Lebanon, and then to southern Syria. 

10:7 = Just before the 7th trumpet is blown "the sacred secret that God declared as good news to his own slaves the prophets is indeed brought to a finish.” 
Armageddon is near.
10:8-10 = John eats the open scroll the angel had. It is sweet in his mouth, but bitter in his stomach.
I think it is sweet because Christ's rule of earth is finally about to begin. And it is bitter because a terrible event (Oct. 7th 2023) is what triggers the process leading up to Armageddon and his rule. 
10:11 = John is told to prophesy again.

11:1-2 = John is told to measure "the Temple sanctuary of God and the altar and those worshipping in it", but not to measure the courtyard that is outside the temple sanctuary "because it has been given to the nations".
The temple mount, where "the Temple sanctuary of God" was and will be again (Joel 3:21; Isa 24:23; Mic 4:7; Re 21:3), is under the control of Muslims. The Israeli government allow the Palestinian Authority to have administrative control of the temple mount where the courtyard is.
11:3-4 = Jehovah causes His two witnesses to prophesy, while "dressed in sackcloth.”
I think that these two witnesses refer to two testimonies of the power of God to protect or empower His people, which is why they are His witnesses, because they testify about Him. 

(1,260 days/42 months = see my article "A Time, Times, and Half a Time")

I think that they are depicted as being in sackcloth during their testimony because the testimonies occur while the Israeli people are in mourning due to the travesty that occurred on 10/07/2023, because of those who were brutally abducted and became hostages (Isa 22:12), and because of the sporadic Israeli losses that occur during the two testimonies.
What is their testimony? I think it is revealed in the next 2 verses.
11:5-6 = "If anyone wants to harm them, fire comes out of their mouths and consumes their enemies. If anyone should want to harm them, this is how he must be killed. 6 These have the authority to shut up the sky... and they have authority... to strike the earth... as often as they wish."
It seems obvious to me that this is talking about the power that God has given Israel. When Israel's enemies try to "harm" them they fire back and destroy them ("fire comes out of their mouths and consumes their enemies."). They have the power to block any danger from enemy rockets ("shut up the sky") and they strike back at their enemies in the surrounding lands with impunity ("as often as they wish").
Israel has a multi-layered set of air defense systems to protect themselves from enemy rockets. Some enemy rockets are ignored because the rocket's trajectory is calculated and they know it will harmlessly hit an open area, so no expensive defenses are launched. Others occasionally do get through and cause harm. But note that the verse does not say that they shut up the sky and are never harmed from above. It merely says that they have the "authority" to do so.
11:7 = After the two testimonies showing God's power regarding His people, the United Nations "will wage war with them and conquer them and kill them."
That verse refers to "the wild beast that ascends out of the abyss". Revelation 17:3-8 tells us that beast is the one the woman (Babylon the Great) sits on, which is the United Nations. (see my article "Babylon the Great") It seems extremely unlikely that the UN will send troops to Israel to "conquer them and kill them", so i think this probably represents some sort of declaration by the UN that terminates Israel's legitimate standing (kills them) in the eyes of the UN. Or merely stops their ability to carry out the offensive actions described in verses 5 and 6, thus ending that testimony.
11:8 = "And their corpses will be on the main street of the great city that is in a spiritual sense called Sodʹom and Egypt, where their Lord was also executed on the stake."

With their corpses "on the main street of the great city", their death is attributed to that "great city". Every time Revelation refers to the "great city" it is always referring to Babylon the Great. So it seems to me that this is saying that Babylon the Great is behind the declaration by the UN against Israel, probably fueled by replacement theology. (see my article Replacement Theology) 
"Sodom" is an apt metaphor for the rampant homosexuality in the Catholic hierarchy.  And "Egypt" is where God's people were enslaved (Ex 1:11), so it is also an apt symbol to represent Christian's who are forced to obey the Catholic leadership, the same "spiritual" type who sentenced Jesus to death.

At Revelation 16:19 we are told that Babylon the Great (the great city) is "remembered before God, to give her the cup of the wine of the fury of his wrath." Perhaps her role in the UN declaration against Israel triggers it.
11:9-10 = The Muslim nations and groups, and all those on their side, will rejoice and celebrate.
11:11-13 = They are revived after "three and a half days" and great fear falls upon their enemies. And they are told "come up here".
("three and a half days" - see my article "A Time, Times, and Half a Time")

Since their death by the UN was most likely from some sort of declaration, their revival may be a reversal or counteraction of that declaration. Perhaps the reversal of that UN declaration also includes a condemnation ("earthquake") of "their enemies" (Muslim nations and groups) that attacked Israel.
Or since the two witness's testimony is the power of God to protect His people, and since He was using Israel's own earthly power to provide that protection, perhaps Revelation 11:12 refers to God protecting His people directly from heaven. That is to say, Israel's protection went from an earthly source to a heavenly one ("come up here"), which is Armageddon.
===========================
So who or what are the two witnesses in Revelation 11:3? 

There are many who claim that the two witnesses will be (or were) actual humans, but the description in verses 5 and 6 seems to rule out the idea that the two witnesses are two literal humans. It seems to me that what those verses are describing is being fulfilled right now by Israel:
(Revelation 11:5) If anyone wants to harm them, fire comes out of their mouths and consumes their enemies. If anyone should want to harm them, this is how he must be killed.
When Israel is attacked they counter attack with ground forces, artillery, jet fighters, rockets, and other means, and destroy the location and people that attacked them.

(Revelation 11:6a) These have the authority to shut up the sky so that no rain may fall during the days of their prophesying.
Israel has a multi-layered set of air defense systems to protect themselves from enemy rockets. But note that the verse does not say that they shut up the sky. It merely says that they have the authority (ability) to do so.

(Revelation 11:6b) and they have authority over the waters to turn them into blood and to strike the earth with every sort of plague as often as they wish.
Israel has the ability to strike their enemies "as often as they wish", and they do so in Gaza, Lebanon, Syria, and Yemen with little to no interference or effectual preventative measures. And those enemies have not invaded Israel either. Perhaps it's because the angels are holding back the winds of war of Armageddon (Re 7:1) until the two witnesses fulfill their witnessing.
It seems obvious to me that those descriptions (Re 11:3-6) could not be ascribed to a literal set of two humans. It also seems obvious to me that Israel's actions and current circumstances fit those descriptions. 
Consider this related verse in Joel:
(Joel 3:4) Also, what do you have against me, O Tyre and Siʹdon and all the regions of Phi·lisʹti·a? Are you repaying me for something? If you are repaying me, I will swiftly, speedily bring your repayment on your heads.
(Note: It may seem that things are taking a long time to happen, but a day to Jehovah is as a thousand years to man. (2Pe 3:8) A year to man is about a minute and a half to God. So Jehovah is moving things along swiftly and speedily.)
Tyre and Sidon were located in the area today called Lebanon, the small country bordering Israel to its north where Hezbollah is. Philistia was a narrow strip of land along the eastern shore of the Mediterranean Sea including the area where the Gaza Strip is today and where Hamas is. The name Philistia is where the name Palestine comes from. The Arabs in the Gaza strip even call themselves Palestinians.

In Gaza the population's initial support for Hamas was verging on 100%, which is why Joel can say "all the regions of Philistia", but that does not apply to Lebanon (Tyre and Sidon) where a significant percentage of the population oppose Hezbollah.
Perhaps that prophecy in Joel is about the attacks on Israel by Hamas and Hezbollah, resulting in God bringing their actions back on their own heads.
Other scriptures also describe God's vengeance on Israel's enemies: 
(Jeremiah 47:4) Because the day that is coming will destroy all the Phi·lisʹtines; It will cut off from Tyre and Siʹdon every remaining ally. For Jehovah will destroy the Phi·lisʹtines, Who are the remaining ones from the island of Caphʹtor.

(Ezekiel 25:15-17) “This is what the Sovereign Lord Jehovah says: ‘Because of their unrelenting hostility, the Phi·lisʹtines have maliciously sought to bring vengeance and destruction. 16 Therefore this is what the Sovereign Lord Jehovah says: “Here I am stretching out my hand against the Phi·lisʹtines, and I will cut off the Cherʹe·thites and will destroy the remaining inhabitants of the seacoast. 17 I will execute on them great acts of vengeance with furious punishments, and they will have to know that I am Jehovah when I bring my vengeance on them.”’”

(Zechariah 9:1, 2) A pronouncement: “The word of Jehovah is against the land of Haʹdrach, And Damascus is its target —For Jehovah’s eye is on mankind And on all the tribes of Israel—  2 And against Haʹmath, which borders on her, And against Tyre and Siʹdon, for they are so wise.

So if Revelation 11:5-6 is describing Israel, and since there is only one Israel, how can Israel be the "two witnesses"?
I don't think Israel is the "two witnesses", but i think that Israel's actions are the prophesying, that is to say, the testimony that the two witnesses give during the symbolic 1,260 days.
So that brings us back to the original question at the beginning of this article: Who or what are the two witnesses at Revelation 11:3?

Since a timeframe (1,260 days) is part of the prophecy, i am beginning to think that the "two witnesses" are two years, during which all of those things in Revelation 11:5-6 occur, after the attack on October 7th 2023. The root Greek word for "witnesses" is martus, which means record, witness. So those two years are a witness or a record of God's helping hand regarding Israel.
I am also wondering if the two witnesses are in sackcloth during the entire two year testimony because the Israeli people will not get the last of their abducted ones back (dead or alive) until the end of the testimony. If that is the case, then the prophesying will end, and the last of the hostages will be returned, on October 7th 2025. Only time will tell.
Following that the prophecies of Revelation 11:7-13 will commence. And since the previous verses are not literally talking about two humans, neither are verses 7 through 12. Which means that the fulfillment of those verses is also in regard to Israel's God-given protection.

Here are some other verses that i think apply to this time period:
(Ezekiel 13:10-15) All of this is because they have led my people astray by saying, “There is peace!” when there is no peace. When a flimsy partition wall is built, they are plastering it with whitewash.’ 11 “Tell those plastering with whitewash that it will fall. A torrential downpour will come, hailstones will fall, and powerful windstorms will break it down. 12 And when the wall falls you will be asked, ‘Where is your coating of plaster?’ 13 “Therefore this is what the Sovereign Lord Jehovah says: ‘I will cause powerful windstorms to burst forth in my wrath, and a torrential downpour in my anger, and hailstones in destructive fury. 14 I will tear down the wall that you plastered with whitewash and bring it down to the earth, and its foundation will be exposed. When the city falls, you will perish within her; and you will have to know that I am Jehovah.’ 15 “‘When I fully unleash my wrath upon the wall and upon those who plastered it with whitewash, I will say to you: “The wall is no more, and those plastering it are no more. (see Amos 9:10)
Since October 7th 2023 Iran has attacked Israel twice with a very large barrage of missiles, the Houthis have launched many ballistic missiles at Israel, and Hamas has launched thousands of rockets at Israel. And yet Israeli has not been destroyed or suffered any significant harm.
The Israeli government does not officially attribute its astonishing protection to God, but they do heap great praise on their defense systems and troops that i don't think could perform as well as they do without God's helping hand. Undeserved praise falls into the definition of whitewashing, and i think their lack of officially acknowledging God's hand in the protection of Israel will result in the fulfillment of those verses in Ezekiel.
At Daniel 12:6 Daniel asked the angel “How long will it be to the end of these marvelous things?” Included in the angel's answer is this sentence: 
(Daniel 12:7b) As soon as the dashing to pieces of the power of the holy people comes to an end, all these things will come to their finish.

So in the end, the prophecies will come to their finish only after the "power" of the holy people♦ is dashed to pieces. (♦see my article "Replacement Theology")
It seems to me that "dashing to pieces" could be what is described in Ezekiel 13:11-15, quoted above. Could that refer to the destruction of Israel's air defense systems—their "power" to protect themselves? If so, once Israel's defenses are compromised that could give Gog of Magog (the king of the north/Turkey) confidence to attack. (Eze 38:10-11) (see my article "End-Time Kings") And if the Israeli death is a condemnation by the UN (see above) that could also give Turkey (a member of NATO) added confidence and perceived legal legitimacy to attack Israel.
Ezekiel 13:13-14 says that God Himself will cause a powerful windstorm that will tear down their wall of protection. Perhaps He will use a solar magnetic shockwave to knock them out, along with most of Israel's other defenses as well since most of it is technology based, and unless they are extremely hardened against it they are vulnerable to a strong electro-magnetic wave, including their satellites which they rely heavily on. Perhaps such a powerful solar event would be part of the celestial signs. (Joel 2:30-31; Mt 24:29; Re 6:12) Or since earth's magnetic field is becoming very weak, it may not take a very strong solar event. 
===========================
I don't know how this will all play out, but one thing is for sure, very interesting times are just ahead. 
Here is what i think the prophecies are saying is about to happen: 
· The 2 years of testimony to God's power will end on Oct. 7th 2025.

· Israel will be condemned by the UN. 

· Israel's air defenses will be rendered inoperative or ineffective. 

· Turkey will lead a land invasion across Israel's northern border.

· Israel's doom seems imminent so God steps in when the invaders reach the Plain of Megiddo, which is Armageddon.  

What do you think?
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