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- FOREWORD

THE LAST HOPE! In
their extremity people reach
for it as a drowning man
does for a straw. But the
Kingdom of God through
Christ is not a mere straw.
It is unbreakably sturdy, a
sure support for man, and
unmovable as the eternal
mountaing. It is the most
practical thing, and is the
only thing practicable for
man, It is man’s ONLY
HOPKE!

Acquaint yourself
with this real and coming
government by reading this
booklet.

PUBLISHERS.

THE KINGDOM

THE HOPE OF THE WORLD

WHEN the peoples of the nations of the
earth are confronted with a condition
that threatens their very existence it is time
for calm and sober thought that, if possible,
the cause may be ascertained and that the true
remedy may be embraced. To refuse to con-
sider or publicly discuss such unhappy condi-
tions for fear of provoking controversy is worse
than folly.

The truth is not controversial with those who
are honest. Truth reveals what the people need
to know.

The nations of the earth are now in sore need
of the truth. The radio is one of the ways God
has provided to get the truth to the people, and
every radio station on earth should be diligent
to broadcast the truth to the people in this very
serious time in the affairs of men.

The economic conditions of America are had.
Similar distressing conditions prevail through-
out all “Christendom”, yea, in fact, throughout
the entire world. A few have grown very rich,
while the numbers of the poor are increasing
everywhere. It is claimed that there is an ex-

cess of production of food and of raiment, while
3
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4 THE KINGDOM

at the same time there are millions starving
and suffering from want of proper clothing.

The political conditions are bad everywhere.
There is no ruling power or nation that feels
safe and secure, and all are unable to cope
suceessfully with the perplexing problems that
confront them. Practically all the monarchies
have perished from the earth, and democracy
is more unsafe now than it was prior to the
World War,

Moral conditions are also very bad. Crime is
on the increase, particularly in the land called
“Christendom”, and many women and even
yvouths have fallen to a lower level than that of
degraded men. Fear and perplexity grip the
people and searcely anyone feels secure in
home, property or body.

Regardless of who is the more reprehensible
for these unhappy conditions, the indisputable
fact is that fifteen centuries of the operation
of “organized Christianity”, so called, has not
lifted the human race out of degradation or giv-
en to the people hope.

The rulers and the people in all the nations
called “Christendom” have claimed to believe
that Jehovah is God, and have expressed faith
in the Bible as his Word, and in Christ Jesus
as the Savior of man. The question is now put
squarely up to the rulers and to the people, to
wit, Is that claim true and sincere? Jesus, with
absolute authority, concerning .God’s Bible
said: “Thy word is truth.” If we believe that
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Jehovah is the true God, then why should we
longer halt between his Word and the opinions
or theories of imperfect men? I carnestly in-
vite the rulers and the people to carefully con-
sider the Bible in the light of present-day
events, because therein is found the full in-
formation concerning the cause of the world
distresses and therein is plainly stated the only
hope for man’s relief and deliverance.

Jehovah, the God of the Bible, is the only
true God. He is the source of all life. Centuries
ago he gave his word of promise that in his
due time he would establish a government that
would rule the world in righteousness and that
under that government the rich and the poor,
the strong and the weak, the Jews and Gentiles,
the bond and the free, should all have an oppor-
tunity for the hlessings of liberty, prosperity,
happiness and life everlasting. (Gen. 22:18;
Isa. 9:6,7) That promise being true, the day
must come when those on earth would know that
it is time for the establishment of God’s king-
dom or government and for the blessings of the
people to begin.

Satan the Devil has long been the invisible
ruler of this world. He is the adversary or op-
poser of the true God, and the worst enemy of
man, and has led the people into degradation
that he might turn them all away from Jeho-
vah. God could have restrained or killed Satan
long ago, to be sure, but perfect wisdom marked
out a different course. God first sent Jesus to
the earth to provide redemption for the human
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6 THE KINGDOM

race, and this Jesus did by the shedding of his
own life-blood at Calvary.

When God raised up Jesus out of death and
brought him into heaven, he said to him, as
recorded in the 110th Psalm: ‘Wait until my
due time comes to put the enemy Satan down,
and to set up the righteous rule.” In that period
of waiting God. has been taking out from
amongst men a people for his name.

In that same time God has permitted the peo-
ples of earth to try to form and carry on de-
sirable governments. The nations called “Chris-
tendom” agreed and undertook to do that very
thing. These agreed to accept the Bible as their
guide, and during the past fifteen centuries have
set up governments and claimed that such gov-
ernments have ruled as the representatives of
God on the carth, The facts, however, are that
these nations in particular have forgotten God
and have turned away from him and have come
completely under the influence of Satan, the
enemy of God.

In 1914 the period of waiting named by Je-
hovah came to an end. Prior to that time Sa-
tan, the invisible ruler amongst men, had carried
on without interference, but when God’s due
time came he sent forth Christ Jesus to be the
King of the world. He placed Jesus Christ upon
the throne of authority. (Ps. 2:6) In harmony
with the Bible testimony of Revelation and
other scriptures there immediately followed a
war in heayven, with Christ and his angels on
one side, and against Satan and his angels on
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the other side. That conflict resulted in Satan’s
being cast out of heaven and down fo the earth,
and from then till now Satan the Devil is con-
fining his operations exclusively to things of
the earth. You wonder why the economie, the
political and the moral conditions are so terri-
ble in this day, and why they continue to grow
worse. The answer is found in Revelation 12: 12
in these words: “Woe to the inhabiters of the
earth, and of the sea! for the devil is come
down unto you, having great wrath, because he
knoweth that he hath but a short time.”

U was in 1914 that the war in heaven took
place, and it was in that same year that Satan
plunged the nations of “Christendom” into the
great World War. Now call to mind that since
the ending of that war conditions have continu.
ously grown worse in the earth, The agencies of
Satan falsely charge Jchovah God with the
responsibility for the calamities and crimes and
wickedness that now afflict the nations and the
people. Satan’s purpose in making this false
charge is to cause the people to curse Jehovah
God and to turn away from him, Satan’s scheme
is to induce the people to ignore the Bible and
its authority and to look to men for aid and de-
liverance. Satan is thus practicing a great fraud
upon mankind, and for this reason you see a
studied effort to diseredit the Bible and to keep
the people in ignorance of its testimony.

Jehovah’s kingdom is already here. He has
placed Christ J esus, earth’s rightful Ruler,
upon his throne of authority. Why then does
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not God destroy Satan and his organization and
relieye the people? That is exactly what God is
now about to do; but before so doing there is
another work he will have done, and of this the
people must now be informed.

God made man a free moral agent with the
right to choose the eourse he will take. No man,
however, could make such a choice without some
knowledge. The World War ceased in 1918 for
the very purpose of permitting a testimony to
be given to the nations in order that the people
might have an opportunity to choose the course
they would take, that is to say, whether they
would give their allegiance to God and his king-
dom of righteousness or would continue to rely
upon the feeble efforts of men. By the events
of the World War, famine, and pestilences, and
great distress that befell the nations during and
after 1914, the second coming of Christ and his
kingdom are clearly proven,

To those who have seen and believed these evi-
dences, and who have devoted themselves to
Jehovah, the commandment is given,in Matthew
24: 14, to wit: “This gospel of the kingdom shall
be preached in all the world for a witness unto
all nations; and then shall the end come.” “This
gospel,” or good news, must be told to “Chris-
tendom” now in order that the people might
choose to give their allegiance to God and his
kingdom under Christ. In obedience to this com-
mandment men and women, with the aid of the
radio and of books containing the message of
truth, have gone, and are still going, to the
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people with the facts. A few have heard and
rejoiced, while others have opposed, and multi-
tudes remain indifferent.

WARNING

It is apparent that a universal government
of righteousness could not be fully established
in the earth until first Satan’s wicked power
and his organization are destroyed. Until crim-
inals are fully restrained or destroyed there
could be no freedom from crime and no safety
to the lovers of righteousness. Until political
dishonesty is destroyed there could be no right-

- eous rule of the people. Until economic injustice

and oppression cease to exist there could not he
complete relief to the people. Until religious
hypocrisy is destroyed the light of truth can-
not shine fully into the minds of the people.

Therefore the first work of God’s kingdom
of righteousness under Christ the King is to
destroy the wicked organization of Satan and
clear the ground, that there may be fully and
completely established in the earth the right-
eous and peaceful rule of the people. For this
reason it is written, in Revelation 16: 13-16, that
the combined forces of wickedness, under Sa-
tan, and the combined forces of righteousness,
under Christ, are marching to Armageddon,
which will mark the greatest battle and be a
time of the greatest tribulation the world has
ever knowmn.

By his prophets Isaiah, Jeremiah and Ezekiel
God has written his decree against “Christen-




10 THE KEINGDOM

dom”, and she must fall. What is here said is
not to be considered as a threat against any
creature, but it is a warning to both the rulers
and the ruled of “Christendom”. Upon those
who are devoted to God the obligation is laid
to give this warning, and if they should fail to
do so Jehovah would make the very stones to
cry out and tell the people.

" “Christendom” is composed of the nations
that call themselves “Christian”, and chief
amongst these nations are those of America and
the British Empire. Because “Christendom” has
claimed to follow Christ Jesus such mnations
thereby entered into an implied contract, at
least, to give heed to and to do the Wﬂl_of God;
and for this reason greater responsibility rests
upon these nations than upon the nations which
are called “heathen”. ;

Today “Christendom” oceupies a position cor-

responding exactly to that occupied by Jerusa-
lem at the time of her destruetion. Jerusalem
was a type of “Christendom”; therefore the
warnings given to Jerusalem by the prophgts
of Jehovah apply with stronger force to “Chris-

tendom™ at this time. T wish that the rulers and '

the people might understand that nothing is
here stated to provoke a controversy, but th:%t
the information is given as a warning because it
is the will of God and because the people need
to have this information before the greatest
trouble that ever afflicted humankind falls upon
them.

THE HOPE OF THE WORLD 11

For “Christianity” there is Just” ahead the
worst trouble that has ever hefallen any nation,
The reasons therefor are given by the Prophet
Isaiah (24:3-5) in these words: “[Jehovah]
hath spoken this word. . . . The world lan-

* guisheth, and fadeth away; the haughty people

of the earth do languish, The earth [organized
peoples of the earth] also is defiled under the
inhabitants thercof, because they have trang-
gressed the laws, changed the ordinance, broken
the everlasting covenant.”

The laws of God are set forth in the Bible
and define all manner of crimes, The nations

~of “Christendom” have transgressed every one

of these laws and been guilty of all manner of
crime. The ordinances for the government of
the church of God on earth were plainly an-
nounced by Jesus and the apostles and are set
forth in the Bible, “Organized Christianity,”
or “Christendom”, has changed these divinely
provided ordinances and substituted therefor
the idolatrous practices of men, thereby bring-
Ing great reproach upon the name of Jehovah
God. To Noah God stated his “everlasting cove-
nant”, in which is declared the sanctity of hu-
man life. Every nation of “Christendom” has
broken the everlasting covenant by the unright-
eous shedding of innocent human hlood. ‘There-
Tore, says the Lord, his curse is upon the earth,
and they that dwell therein are desolate, and

the inhabitants of the earth shall be burned and
few left.
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The law of all civilized nations denounces
adultery or harlotry as a major crime. There is
another great crime committed by organiza-
tions that have taken the name of the Lord, and
which crime God names and denounces as adul-
tery or harlotry. That crime consists in mixing
God’s truths with the wicked things of the Devil
and following Satan’s practices. Addressing
those who have thus done, and defining the
crime, it is written, in James 4:4: “Ye adulter-
ers and adulteresses, know yenot that the friend-
ship of the world iy enmity with God? whoso-
ever therefore will be a friend of the world is
the enemy of God.” The people are witnesses
to the fact that “organized Christianity” today
goes hand in, hand with the oppressive rulers
of the world and is in fact a part of the world.

True Christianity was founded by Jesus, to-

gether with his faithful apostles. Concerning if -

God declares it was planted by him as a noble
vine. The duty and obligation laid upon true
Christianity was and is to have and to serve
but one God and to faithfully follow in the
footsteps of Christ Jesus and to give full and
unqualified allegiance to God’s kingdom.

Out from the “vine” of true Christianity haxfe
grown two great branches, to wit, the Catholie
and Protestant religions. No one will attempt
to deny the fact that both of these great re-
ligious branches have openly al]ied_ themselves
with the political, commercial and military POW-
ers of the world. Today these two great re;h-
gious organizations, together with theirl alties
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that rule the principal nations of the earth, con-
stitute what is cailed “Christendom”, or “or-
ganized Christianity”. Both of these great
branches of professed Christianity have opened
their doors and their arms and invited and en-
ticed men, regardless of Impurity of faith or
conduct, to enter their folds and partake of their
delicacies. In order that they might make them-
selves more attractive, both have changed God’s
ordinances of rule and worship in the church
and have substituted therefor adulterous prac-
tices that have greatly reproached the name of
God. Both have made the rich oppressor of the
people and the cruel and harsh political ruler
the chief or principal ones of their flocks and
have pushed aside and oppressed the poor and
the needy. |

The ten tribes of Tsrael who built their capital
city at Samaria foreshadowed the Catholic or-
ganization, while the two tribes that built their
capital city at Jerusalem foreshadowed the
Protestant religious organizations. What God
said to those ancient nations through his proph-
ets applies now with greater foree and empha-
sis to modern “Christianity”.

The Catholic nations have had less enlighten-
ment than the Protestant nations; therefore the
greater responsibility for the present world
condition is upon the Protestant nations. As
God punished the Tsraelites, so he has declared
through his prophets that he will inflict great
punishment upon “organized Christianity”, and
the most severe part of that punishment will
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be upen the nations of “Christendom” that are
called Protestant. Let the rulers and the people
therefore take notice that shortly and within
this generation there shall come upon the na-
tions of “Christendom” the worst tribulation
that has ever afflicted humankind, and this in
order that all may know that Jechovah is the
only true God and that his word and name shall

‘be vindicated.

In more recent years there have been gath-
ered together a company of Christian people
who have been called by the name and title
“Bible Students”. Among these there have been
some who have disregarded God’s Word, re-
belled against his commandments and opposed
the public proclamation of his kingdom mes-
sage and have followed their own selfish course
and have brought great reproach upon the name
of God. Such the Lord denounces as workers
of iniquity who shall suffer destruction with
the others of God’s enemies. (2 Thess. 2:1-9)
To such a warning is now due and is now given.

There are those outside of professed “Chris-
tianity” and who call themselves atheists and
who are against all who have taken the name of
the Lord whether they be false or true Chris-
tians. Those who take the lead in this class are
such as the nation of Russia, and which class
was foreshadowed by the ancient people of
Ammon. These atheistic enemies of God and
his people have brought great reproach upon
his name and his kingdom and have used their
powers to keep the people in ignorance of the
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truth. Now let their rulers and people take
notice of what God says concerning all who
reproach his name. By his prophet Jeremiah
he now gives warning to the nations and peo-
ples of the earth in these words, to wit: “Hor,
lo, I begin to bring evil on the city which is
called by my name [that is, upon ‘organized
Christianity’, or ‘Christendom’, that has taken
the name of God and Christ], and should ye
[the heathen nations] be utterly unpunished?
Ye shall not be unpunished: for I will call for
a sword upon all the inhabitants of the earth,
saith the Lord of hosts. Therefore prophesy
thou against them all these words, and say unto

them, The Lord shall roar from on high, and

utter his voice from his holy habitation; he
shall mightily roar upon his habitation; he shall
give a shout, as they that tread the grapes,
against all the inhabitants of the earth. And
the slain of the Lord shall be at that day from
one end of the earth even unto the other end
of the earth; they shall not be lamented, neither
gathered, nor buried; they shall he dung upon
the ground. Howl, ye shepherds, and cry; and
wallow yourselves in the ashes, ye principal of
the flock; for the days of your slaughter and of
your dispersions are accomplished; and ye shall
fall like a pleasant vessel. And the shepherds
shall have no way to flee, nor the principal of
the flock to escape.”—Jer. 25: 29, 30, 33-35.
Jehovah God by his mighty “right hand”,
Christ Jesus, makes it known that he will smite
the hypocritical and oppressive nations and
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will completely destroy Satan’s organization,
that the people may be free to know and to serve
the righteous God and live. Concerning this ter-
rible trouble that is just ahead Jesus said, in
Matthew 24:21: “Then shall be great tribula-
tion, such as was not since the beginning of the
world to this'time, no, nor ever shall be”; but
there shall be some saved.

WHO WILL ESCAPE?

‘Who shall be brought through that great trib-
ulation and have the first opportunity to re-
ceive the blessings of the kingdom? Jehovah’s
answer is found in Zephaniah 2:1-3. Such are
those who try to do right and who want to
learn the truth, and for that reason they are
undegirable in Satan’s organization, and to them
Jehovah says: “Gather yourselves together,
yea, gather together, O nation not desired; be-
fore the decree bring forth, before the day pass
as the chaff, before the fierce anger of the Lord
come upon you, before the day of the Lord’s
anger come upon you. Seek ye the Lord, all ye
meek of the earth, which have wrought his
judgment; seek righteousness, seek meekness:
it may be ye shall be hid in the day of the Lord’s
anger.” To those who at this time are kind and
considerate to the poor the Liord Jehovah says:
“Blessed is he that considereth the poor; the
Lord will deliver him in time of trouble. The
Lord will preserve him, and keep him alive;
and he shall be blessed upon the earth; and thou
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wilt not deliver him unto the will of his ene-
mies.”—Ps. 41:1, 2.

In the land of “Christendom” today there are
millions of people of good will and honest
hearts. It is this class of people who, by obey-
ing the above commandment of the Lord, will
escape the terrible drubbing which God will
give to “Christendom”, and they will be brought
through and be the first recipients of the bless-
ings of his government of righteousness.

HOPE

" The present unrighteous governments of the
world can hold out no hope whatsoever to the
people. God’s judgment against them declares
they must go down. The hope of the world,
therefore, and the only hope, is the righteous
kingdom or government of God with Christ Je-
sus as invisible Ruler thereof. Immediately fol-
lowing the great tribulation which is just ahead
Christ Jesus the King will begin the reconstruc-
tion of the world. He will rule in righteousness,
and when his judgments are in the earth the
people will learn righteousness. (Isa. 26:9) He
will judge the people in righteousness; which
means that then all unrighteousness will be re-

‘strained and the people will be led in the right

way. (Acts 17:31) As stated in 2 Timothy 4: 1,
he shall judge the living first, and then the dead.
The millions of people that shall survive the
terrible’ trouble and be brought through it will
receive instruction, aid and comfort, and the
sick will be healed and the weak be made strong.
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Under the righteous reign of Christ there will
be no multitudes of people starving for bread.
By his prophet Tsaiah (25:6) God declares that
in that kingdom shall the Lord of hosts make
unto the people a feast of fat things, and they
shall eat. There will be no bread lines where
the poor wait for a hand-out while a few of the
rich live wantonly and in luxury, because it is
written in the Word of Gtod that Christ shall
reign in righteousness and with righteousness
shall he judge the poor. (Isa. 11:4; 32:1) Then
“the meek also shall increase their joy in the
Lord, and the poor among men shall rejoice”.
—TIsa. 29:19.

There will be no more burdensome taxation
for war purposes, because God’s promise is that
there shall be no more war. (Isa. 2:2-4) The
burdens of the government will be upon the
shoulder of the Prince of Peace, and of his gov-
ernment and peace there shall be no end. (Isa.
9:6,7) There will be no more cruel landlords
who by unfair means possess and hold the
houses and the land and make serfs of the
common people, because it is written in the
Word of God that in the kingdom of God they
shall sit every man under his own vine and fig
tree and none shall make them afraid. The peo-
ple will then build their own houses and live in
them and will plant their own crops and eat
the fruits thereof and rejoice and be glad.—Isa.
65:21; Mie. 4:1-4,

Worry and distress take millions early into
the grave. In the kingdom there will he no oc-
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casion for worry and distress. The knowledge
of the glory of God shall fill the earth, and the
people will know that by doing right they shall
be made healthy and strong and shall live, be-
cause it is written: “Behold, T will bring it
health and cure, and I will cure them, and will
reveal unto them the abundance of peace and
truth.” (Jer. 33: 6) ‘Then the inhabitants shall
no more say, We are sick’—Isa. 33: 24.

Under Satan’s wicked rule billions have died
and gone into the tomb. Under the righteous
reign of Christ these shall be brought out from
the grave and given a hope of life. (John
5:28,29) Death has brought indescribable sor-
Trows and erying upon the human race, but un-
der the reign of Christ death and the grave shall
be destroyed and all who obey the Lord shall
live. (1 Cor. 15: 25, 26) All the sorrow and suf-
fering and pain that Satan has brought upon
the human race God’s kingdom under Christ
will take away, as it is written in Revelation
21:4: “And God shall wipe away all tears from
their eyes; and there shall be no more death,
neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there
be any more pain; for the former things are
passed away.” ;

Jehovah said to Abraham: ‘In thy seed all
the families of the earth shall be blessed.” That
promised seed iz his Christ, the instrument
which God will use to extend to all humankind
the blessings of life everlasting. (Gen. 12:3;
Gal. 4:8, 16, 27-29) The Word of Jehovah God
iy true, and he will fulfill every promise. Satan
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and his agents have denied the Word of God,
reproached his name, and turned the people
away from the path that leads to life. The time
must come when the word and name of J ehovah
will be vindicated; and this he will do in order
that the people might know that Jehovah ig the
Almighty God, the Most High, “the Father of
mercies, and' the God of all comfort,” and the
One alone from whom the blessings of life can
. come,

The nations of this world are hopeless, and
the present governments can hold out no hope
whatever to suffering humanity. Why then
should the people continue to look to such vain
and hopeless schemes as leagues, peace pacts,
and hypocritical religion for help? Why look to
that which is doomed to a speedy and complete
destruction?

The hope of the world is the kingdom of God
under Christ, the Prince of Peace. In this brief
space I can call attention to but some of the
important parts of the truth concerning that
kingdom. T urge upon the people the necessity
of informing themselves concerning the king-
dom of God. Provide yourselves with the publi-
cations or books that will enahle you to find
these truths in the Bible, and then learn and
give heed to them.

The kingdom is already here, God gives com-
mandment that the time hag arrived when in-
formation thereof must he given to the people.
The day of God’s vengeance must be declared in
the land, because Jehovah has S0 commanded.

LT
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(Isa. 61:1, 2) Within a brief space of time and
within the present generation “Christendom?”
and the nations that rule therein shall be com-
pletely destroyed. This will be done, not by the
fighting of the common people against the Tich,
but will be done by Christ Jesus as the instru-
ment of destruction in the mighty hand of Jeho-
vah God. When this great act is accomplished,
and “Christendom” and all workers of iniquity
lie as a heap of ashes, all creation will know that
the hand of the Almighty God did it. This he
will do for the vindication of his name and for
the good of all those who love righteousness.

WHO WILL DELIVER THE MESSAGE

This is not a popular message. The leaders
and rulers of “Christendom?” will deny its truth-
fulness. They will dispute it and scoff at it.
They will scorn and oppose it and denounce
those who do deliver the message. Tt was even
so when God’s prophet warned Jerusalem. To-
day there is but one class of men and women
under the sun who have the faith and courage
to deliver this message of truth concerning the
fall of “Christendom” and of Satan’s entire or-
ganization and concerning the hope for the peo-
ple in the kingdom of God, and that class or
company of people is made up of those who are
wholly devoted to Jehovah and to his kingdom.
They seek not the approval of men, nor do they
count their earthly lives dear unto them. Their
endeavor is only to be obedient to God’s com-
mandments. '
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While they love Charles T, Russell for his
work’s sake as a follower of Christ, they cannot
properly be called “Russellites”. While they are
students of the Bible, they cannot be rightfully
called by the name “Bible Students” or “Asso-
ciated Bible Students”. They are the followers
of no man, nor do they take the name of any
man. Having been bought by the blood of Christ

Jesus, justified and begotten by J ehovah, and
- called to his kingdom, and being wholly and un-
reservedly devoted thereto, they delight to take
the name the Lord gave them, which is Jeho-
vak’s witnesses.

I therefore offer this resolution and call upon
every person who before God and men can truly
and honestly claim the qualifications of full de-
votion to Jehovah and his kingdom to vote for
its adoption and then to prove their devotion
to Jehovah God, and their allegiance to his king-
dom, by giving diligence in sending forth this
message of the kingdom of God to the nations
and to the peoples of the earth, and to thereby
have some part in the vindication of J ehovah’s
name.
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WARNING FROM
JEHOVAH

To TeE RULERS AND T0 THE ProPLE"

Be 1 xxownN: That there is but one true
and Almighty God, whose name is J ehovah, the
Most High; that there is but one Redeemer of
man, whose name is Christ and whom God has
anointed and installed as King of the world ;
and that his Kingdom is now come, and is the
hope of the peoples of the world.

That Satan, the Devil, is the great enemy of
God and of man. For centuries he has bheen the
invisible ruler of the world, and has brought
great reproach upon the name of God and has
led men into degradation; that the condition of
suffering and distress now in the earth is due
to the wickedness of Satan and his agents; that
the time has come, as God declares, when Sa-
tan’s rule shall for ever end; that in 1914 Satan
was cast out of heaven down to the earth; that
within a short time from now Jehovah by Christ
will destroy Satan’s power and organization in
the earth; that before so doing, however, it is
the expressed will and commandment of Jeho-
vah God that his message of warning shall be
delivered by his witnesses to the rulers and to
the people in order that those who hear may

have an opportunity to take their stand on the
23
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side of God and his kingdom and thereby find
refuge in the time of trouble; that the testimony
of warning that must be given is, in brief, the
following : :

The leading nations of the earth which elaim
to be Christian nations, and which are therefore
called “Christendom”, have defamed and re-
proached the name of Jehovah God, and are a
part of Satan’s organization and shall suffer
* destruction.

The other nations, called “heathen”, have also
reproached God’s name, are a part of Satan’s
organization, and shall also fall. God has given
“Christendom” more enlightenment and greater
opportunities than the heathen, to all of which
“Christendom” has proven unfaithful, and
therefore she shall suffer the greater punish-
ment at the hands of Jehovah. Within a short
space of time there shall come upon “Christen-
dom”, which is called by the name of the Lord,
the greatest tribulation that has ever befallen
any people.—Jer. 25: 29-35, ,

To enable the people to better understand
God’s reason for bringing this tribulation upon
the nations the history of the Jews was caused
to be recorded in the Bible and is here men-
tioned. The Lord has declared that what hap-
pened to the Jews typified and foreshadowed
what shall come upon “Christendom”, or the
professed “Christian” nations of the world.
The Jews were God’s covenant people, but they
beeame unfaithful to their covenant and turned
to idolatrous practices. God sent his prophets,

THE HOPE OF THE WORLD 25

who warned the Jews of his purpose to destroy
their nation because of unfaithfulness. The
leaders amongst the Jews ignored the warning,
scoffed at the testimony of God’s prophets, and
then falsely prophesied to the people that no
harm was coming to that nation. But shortly
thereafter the Jewish nation was swept out of

“existence. That history is being repeated.

JEHOVAH planted true Christianity as a
pure and noble thing, but shortly after the death
of the faithful apostles of Jesus Christ the com-
merecial and political rulers.of the world, aided
and abetted by the clergy, adopted “Christian-
ity” and called it their religion, and ' then
changed the ordinances of God to suit their own
selfish purposes, broke the laws of God, and
particularly “the everlasting covenant”, and
have brought great reproach upon the name of
the Most High. Today the leading nations of
the world are called “Christian”, and they prac-
tice a formalism of religion which is called “the
Christian religion”, whereas the leaders thereof
deny the inspiration and truthfulness of God’s
Word, deny the blood of Jesus Christ as the
redemptive price of mankind, and deny God’s
kingdom as the means of restoring and blessing
the peoples of earth. “Organized Christianity,”
therefore, is an integral part of Satan’s or-
ganization and is against God and his kingdom,
and hence must be destroyed in order that the
kingdom of righteousness may rule the world.

The World War came in 1914, with its attend-
ing distressing conditions, and in exact fulfil-
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ment of the prophecy of Jesus Christ, and fur-
nished the complete proof to all “Christendom”
that the world had ended and that Christ’s king-

dom was at hand, (Matt, 24:3-14) These facts -

were especially called to the attention of the
leaders of “Christendom”. Had “Christendom?”
then given heed to the counsel of God and stood
in his Word 'she might have been spared from
destruction. Not only did “organized Christian-
. 1ty” treat the counsel of God with contempt, but
she openly endorsed the Devil’s make-shift and
called it the political expression of God’s king-
dom on earth. “Christendom’s” leaders and com-
mercial, political and religious prognosticators
now freely predict that the present condition of
suffering and distress is but temporary and will
800N pass away and that the nations ruled by
unrighteous men will soon establish lasting
peace and prosperity. Like the false prophets
to the Jews, these present-day predictors proph:
esy falsely. (Jer. 28:1-17) T.ct the people take
notice that “Christendom” will never Tecover,
but soon will go down in the worst tribulation
that has ever befallen any nation of the world.
Her destruction will not come by the poor peo-
ple fighting against the rich, but will result
from the punishment inflicted by Jehovah God
and his King.—Rev. 19:11-21.

Jehovah declares that there shall be such a
great number of people slain in the time of
trouble that the survivors will not bury them;
but further states that some portion of the peo-
ple will be spared, taken through the trouble
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and sayed; and that the ones spared will be
those who now seek to know and to do God’s
will.

The hope of the world is God’s kingdom, and
there is no other hope. Immediately following
the great tribulation Jehovah’s kingdom will
establish peace and prosperity in the earth. All
order-loving people should therefore be diligent
now to learn of and concerning the kingdom of
God, and should take their stand on the side of
his kingdom and give their allegiance to God
and his King and thus put themselves in line
for the everlasting blessings that shall come to
those who are obedient and faithful to Jehovah
and his King.

This testimony of warning is not given by
“another religious cult that is engaged in prop-
aganda or in proselyting”. It is given by
Jehovah’s witnesses. Those who give this testi-
mony do not seek members or solicit money.
Upon all those who have wholly devoted them-
selves to his kingdom, Jehovah has laid the ohli-
gation to give this testimony of warning, The
responsibility is upon these witnesses to give
the testimony and warning, and those who hear
are responsible to God for what course they
take.

'WE DECLARE 0UR ALLEGIANOCE is wholly to God
and his kingdom, and we delight to be his wit-
nesses and to bear his testimony to the honor
of his name. Our faith forbids and precludes us
from engaging in war or in any other enterprise
that would work harm or injury to mankind.

—ri
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We are for Jehovah’s kingdom of everlasting
peace.

Tee mive is due for the vindication of Je-
hovah’s great name, and as his authorized wit-
nesgses, and in obedience to his commandment,
we do now solemnly declare this warning and
deliver this testimony.

Within a very short time God will destroy
all of Satan’s organization, which includes
. “Christendom” and all the nations that Oppress
the people and defame his name. Immediately
following that great destruction, God by Christ
will fully establish his government of righteous-
ness in all the earth, Let the people therefore
cease to give heed to schemes of reform brought
forth by men. The kingdom of Jehovah God is
the hope of the world. Let all who love right-
eousness give full allegiance to Jehovah and
to his kingdom and receive his blessings.

e S S L e

A NEW NAME

An international convention of Christian peo-
ple was held in Columbus, Ohio, J uly 24 to 30,
1931. They were gathered together from vari-
ous nations of the earth, representing many
languages. At a large mass meeting held on the
26th of July there was unanimously adopted the
following resolution, which is sent forth for the

information of the peoples of the world.
[Publisher’s note]

‘WHEREAS, about 1874, in fulfilment of divine
prophecy, the Lord Jesus Christ began the
work of ‘preparing the way before Jehovah’ and
to restore to his faithful followers on earth a
clearer understanding of the fundamental
truths taught by Jesus and his apostles and
which for centuries had heen made obseure by
others’ teaching false doctrines; and

WaERreas from and after that date, for a
period of more than forty years, Charles T.
Russell, a faithful follower of Christ Jesus and
a servant of Jehovah God, led a company of his
brethren in Christ in the preaching and teach-
ing of the divine Word, and particularly with
reference to the second coming of Christ, the
setting up of his kingdom, and the restoration

29
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of man fo perfection on the earth; and to carry
on said work orderly said company of Chris-
tians organized the corporations known as the
Watch Tower Bible & Tract Society, the Inter-
national Bible Students Association, and the
Peoples Pulpit Association, and they used and
now use these corporations for the publication
of books, magazines and other Bible literature;
and in the course of time said company of Chris-
- tians became known by such names as, to wit,
“Russellites,” “Millennial Dawn People,” “Inter-
national Bible Students Association,” and other
like names; and

Waeress shortly following the death of
Charles T. Russell a division arose hetween
those associated with him in such work, result-
ing in a number of such withdrawing from the
Watch Tower Bible & Tract Society, and who
have since refused to cooperate with said So-
ciety and its work and who decline to coneur in
the truth as published by the Watch Tower
Bible & Tract Society, in The Watch Tower
and the other recent publications of the above-
named corporations, and have opposed and do
now oppose the work of said Society in declar-
ing the present message of God’s kingdom and
the day of the vengeance of our God against
all parts of Satan’s organization; and said op-
posing ones have formed themselves into divers
and numerous companies and have taken and
now bear such names as, to wit, “Bible Stu-
dents,” “Associated Bible Students,” “Russell-
ites teaching the truth as expounded by Pastor
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Russell,” “Stand-Fasters,” and like names, all
of which tends to cause confusion and misun-
derstanding:

Now, THEREFORE, in order that our true posi-
tion may be made known, and believing that
this is in harmony with the will of God, as ex-
pressed in his Word, BE 1t RESOLVED, as follows,
to wit:

THAT we have great love for Brother Charles
T. Russell, for his work’s sake, and that we
gladly acknowledge that the T.ord used him and
greatly blessed his work; yet we cannot con-
sistently with the Word of God consent to be
called by the name “Russellites”; that the Watch
Tower Bible & Tract Society and the Inter-
national Bible Students Association and the
Peoples Pulpit Association are merely names
of corporations, which corporations we as a
company of Christian people hold, control and
use to carry on our work in obedience to God’s
commandments, yet none of these names prop-
erly attach to or apply to us as a body of Chris-
tians who follow in the footsteps of our Lord
and Master, Christ Jesus; that we are students
of the Bible, but, as a body of Christians form-
Ing an Association, we decline to assume or to
be called by the name “Bible Students” or
similar names as a means of identification of
our proper position hefore the Lord; we refuse
to bear or to be called by the name of any man;

TraT, having been hought with the precious
blood of Jesus Christ our Lord and Redeemer,
justified and begotten by Jehovah God and
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called to his kingdom, we unhesitatingly de-
clare our entire allegiance and devotion to Je-
hovah God and his kingdom; that we are serv-
ants of Jehovah God commissioned to do a work
in his name, and, in obedience to his command-
ment, to deliver the testimony of Jesus Christ,
and to makeknown to the people that Jehovah
is the true and Almighty God; therefore we
. Joyfully embrace and take the name which the
mouth of the Lord God has named, and we de-
sire to be known as and called by the name, to
wit, Jehovah's witnesses—Isa, 43¢ 10-12; 62:2;
Rev. 12:17.

As Jehovah’s witnesses our sole and only
purpose is to be entirely obedient to his com-
mandments; to make known that he is the only
true and Almighty God; that his Word is true
and that his name is entitled to all honor and
glory; that Christ is God’s King, whom he has
placed upon his throne of authority; that his
kingdom is now come, and in obedience to the
Lord’s commandments we must now declare this
good news as a testimony or witness to the na-
tions and to inform the rulers and the people
of and concerning Satan’s eruel and oppressive
organization, and particularly with reference
to “Christendom”, which is the most wicked
part of that visible organization; and of and
concerning God’s purpose to shortly destroy
Satan’s organization, which great act will be
quickly followed by Christ the King’s bringing to
the obedient peoples of earth peace and pros-
perity, liberty and health, happiness and ever-
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lasting life; that God’s kingdom is the hope of
the world and there is no other, and that this
message must be delivered by those who are
identified as Jehovah’s witnesses.

We humbly invite all persons who are wholly
devoted to Jehovah and his kingdom to join in
proclaiming this good news to others that the
righteous standard of the Lord may be lifted
up, that the peoples of the world may know
where to find the truth and hope for relief; and,
above all, that the great and holy name of Je-
hovah God may be vindicated and exalted.




GOVERNORS

JEHOVAH GOD is the great Spirit, “dwell-
ing in the light which no man can approach
unto; whom no man hath seen, nor can see;”
the blessed and only Potentate, in whom Te-
sides supreme power. (1 Tim. 6:15,16) Christ
Jesus is the express image of Jehovah, and
the heir of all things, and is God’s appointed
and anointed King of the world—Heb. 1;2-4.

The kingdom is properly called God’s king-
dom because it is his creation and all the power
and authority thereof proceeds from Jehovah.
It is called the kingdom of Christ because
Christ is the anointed King whom Jehovah has
placed upon his throne. (Luke 22:28-30; Ps.
2:6) No human eye can ever see the glorified
Lord Jesus Christ, for the reason that he is a
spirit and human eyes cannot see a SpIrit.
(John 16:16) Who then will be the visible
governors on the earth who will act in behalf
of Christ, the invisible King, and for the benefit
of mankind?

The proper answer to this question is of very
great importance, and that answer must be Tully
supported by the Bible. Tt is first answered in
brief and then the proof submitted to sustain
the correctness of that answer.

The governors of the earth during the Teign
of Christ, who will be representatives of Christ
the great King and act according to his orders,

will be the faithful and true men who lived and
36
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died fully faithfal to God before the coming of
Christ Jesus to the earth more than 1900 years
ago. Among those faithful representatives of
Christ who will act as governors will he Abel,
Enoch, Noah, Abraham, Isaac, Jacobh, Gideon,
Jephthae, David, Samson, and all the faithful
prophets—Hebrews 11.

For many centuries these men have been
dead, but within a short season of time from
now. they will be raised up out of death and take
their places of responsibility on the earth as
representatives of the kingdom of God. They
will be brought forth from the tomb, perfect in
body and in mind, and they will be honest and
true and wholly devoted to righteousness and
will always act right and in the interest of the
people because the Lord will direct their action.

It is very difficult for men to grasp and fully
accept the startling truth that good, honest,
true and righteous men will manage and direct
the affairs of government on earth amongst
men, and that no injustice will ever bhe done by
them to anyone. This difficulty is due to the
dishonesty that has controlled the rulers of the
earth for centuries past. But as the common
people come to see and appreciate the truth
tremendous burdens will be lifted from them.
Dishonesty, oppression and wickedness have
prevailed so long in the earth that most people
have come to the conclusion that such must ever
be the case. But the day of oppression is about
to end, and it shall never rise again. (Nah.1:9)
To appreciate this statement, and the further
statement that righteousness will prevail for-
ever in the earth under the kingdom of Christ,

® it is first necessary to understand why dis-
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honesty and wickedness were evex pérmitte'd to
exist on the earth at all. That reason is made
clear from the Scriptures, and is here given.

Jehovah God created the first man, called
Adam, a perfect man, and made the earth for
man’s home, (Isa.45:12,18) Adam was perfect
and the chief one of earth’s creation. (Deut.
32:4) All of earth’s creation, including man,
formed a part of God’s organization and was
placed under the immediate supervision of
Lucifer, who in the Seriptures is called the
“covering cherub”, meaning one who had au-
thority over others. (Izek. 98: 13-15) Man being
a creature of Jehovah and receiving his life
from the Almighty, it was the privilege and duty
of man to be faithful and true and to give his
complete allegiance to Jehovah God. Lucifer
desired to have for himself the allegiance and
devotion of man that he might be “like the Most
High”. (Isa. 14:12-14) To accomplish his de-
sire Lucifer rebelled against God and induced
man to become unfaithful to Jehovah and to
give his allegiance to Lucifer. For such wrong-
doing man was sentenced to death, and there-
atter all men born of Adam and Eve inherited
the effects of their wrongdoing and hence are
all declared imperfect or sinners. (Ps. 91:5;
Rom. 5:12) Adam as a perfect man did not
maintain his integrity toward God, and there-
fore Lucifer defied Jehovah God to put a man
on earth who would maintain his integrity to-
ward God and be faithful unto him under the
most severe test. That defiance put at issue both
the word and name of Jehovah as the supreme
power of the universe. God could have killed
Lucifer at once, but that would not have settled
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the question in the minds of other creatures.
God graciously permitted the rehel to make his
best endeavor to prove his challenge. Therefore
Jehovah accepted the challenge ‘and bided his
own good time to prove to all ereation that he,
Jehovah, is the only true God, the supreme One
and the only source of Iife.

Following the rebellion God changed the name
of Lucifer to that of Satan, Devil, Serpent and
Dragon, and by these names he has ever since
been known. These names alone constitute

- notice to all creation that the Devil is God’s

enemy. At the same time God announced his
purpose to provide a “seed” that in due time
would destroy Satan and his wicked organiza-
tion and to set up a government of righteous-
ness, That was a mystery not understood for
ages after the promise was made. At the pres-
ent time it is clearly revealed that, in symbolic
phrase, God is the “hushand” man, and that hig
“woman” is his organization, and that the prom-
ised “seed” produced by the woman (his organi-
zation) is the kingdom with Christ Jesus as
head or King and the One who is earth’s right-
ful ruler. Before putting the kingdom in opera-
tion there was another great work to be done
and which Jehovah did, and that worlk is this:

Man, by reason of his wrongdoing, was
doomed to everlasting destruction unless some
provision were made to redeem him. As redemp-
tion could be accomplished only by the volun-
tary death of another perfect man in the place
of Adam, God alone could make such provision
for redemption. Therefore Jesus was sent to
earth and he was made flesh, that is to say, hu-
man, born of a woman, and dwelt amongst men
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as do other men. (John 1:14; Gal. 4:4) As a
man he willingly permitted himself to be put
to death as the sinner’s substitute, and thereby
he provided the redemptive price or ransom,
that men might be recovered from death and its
effects. The death of the perfect man Christ
Jesus is therefore mentioned in the Seriptures
as the great ransom sacrifice, which was made
for the benefit of all men. (Hebh. 2:8,9; John
3:16,17) Jesus gave his life as a man in order
that men might again have the right to live.—
Matt. 20: 28; John 10:10; 6: 48-51.

Before the crucifixion of Jesus, God gave his
word of promise to Jesus that he should be the
king of the world. (Luke 22:28-30) Jesus told
his faithful followers that they should be asso-
ciated with him in his kingdom and that in some
future day he would return from heaven, re-
ceive them to himself, and set up his kingdom,
and that they might be with him. (John 14: 1-4)
Jehovah raised up Jesus from death and gave
him life and immortality and exalted him into
heaven and gave him a name above all other
names, and then said to him, ‘Wait now till my
due time to make the enemy my footstool and
then you shall rule.” (Phil. 2: 5-11; Ps. 110: 1, 2;
Heb. 10:13) The second coming of Christ and
the setting up of his kingdom is therefore the

great event to which Christians have looked for-.

ward with the keenest possible interest. The
time of his second coming is now here and
Christ Jesus has returned, and God has placed
him upon his throne and he has begun his reign.
—Ps. 2: 6.

In the long period of time from Eden until
the setting up of the kingdom of the Lord God,
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Satan the Devil has had his own way and God
has not restrained him, the purpose of Jehovah
manifestly being to permit Satan to do his
worst so that, when the time came to restrain
Satan and destroy his power, all mouths would
be for ever stopped from saying that Satan did
not have a fair opportunity to prove his chal-
lenge that no man would remain faithful and
true to Jehovah God. During that long interval
of time men have organized governments and
tried to rule. Among them there have been many
who have been diligent in the effort to make a
better and even an ideal government, but they
have all fallen far short and have come under
the wily and subtle influence of Satan the Devil
because they did not devote themselves wholly
to God and did not resist the Devil. Most men
of the world have followed and practiced some
kind of Devil religion and Devil worship and
have failed to give their allegiance and devo-
tion to God. There have heen some exceptions,
and now these faithful ones are next to he con-

-sidered.

, FAITHFUL MEN

Jehovah makes mention, with specific ap-
proval, of three men, to wit, Noah, Daniel and -
Job, calling them workers of righteousness.
(Ezek. 14:14, 20) Those three men were doubt-
less no better mentally and physically than
many other men. What, then, could obtain for
them the special approval and corhmendation

of Jehovah? Surely not what many have called

“character development”, because all men have
been born imperfect and no man can bring him-
self to perfection.
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For-many years, in the so-called ‘church or-
ganization’, the people have been taught that in
order to have the approval of God one must
appear to be very pious, gentle and soft of
speech, so that those looking upon him will say,
‘He is such a good man; surely he is ready for
heaven.” That same pious man would see to it
that he did nothing that would offend others,
and for this reason would often refrain from
- speaking the truth of and concerning God’s pur-
pose even if he knew it.

What called forth the approval of God of
the three men mentioned was their faithful and
uncompromising devotion to him. Men who have
taken an uncompromising course of faithful de-
votion to God have never been popular with
the world, and the three men mentioned above
with the Lord’s approval were not popular in
the world. Flor many years Noah told the people
the truth about the coming indignation of God
which would be and was expressed in the great
flood, and nobody aside from Noah’s immediate
family felt kindly toward him. On the contrary,
the people mocked and jeered at him. Through
all this misrepresentation and persecution Noah
was faithful and true to Jehovah and never
turned from righteousness.

Daniel steadfastly maintained faithfulness to
God under all circumstances. He did not hesi-
tate to speak the truth to the rulers and to the
people, and he refused to compromise with any
creature of Satan’s organization. Daniel’s three
companions are worthy of mention in this con-
nection. Undoubtedly they acted upon advice
from Daniel. Those men were all in captivity
in Babylon. The king of Babylon made a decree
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that, when the band played, all people must fall
down and worship a golden image which had
been erected to the honor of the Devil and that
those who would not obey should be burned
alive. Daniel’s three companions refused to bow
down because to do so would have been proof
of unfaithfulness to God. For this they were

cast into a furnace of fire; but God delivered
them.

At the present time many people who claim
to be devoted to God, when the band plays “God
save the king”, or some similar national air,
unhesitatingly stand up, like others, thereby
giving approval to a form of adulation of men,
That is an endorsement of Satan’s organization,
Such excuse themselves by saying, ‘I can do this
with a mental reservation that 1 do not mean
1t But such is a compromise in order to obtain
the approval of men. Daniel’s three companions
refused to do that, and God approved them and
delivered them.—Dan. 3:1.96.

A decree was made by the king that, within
a certain period of time, no man should ask a
petition of anyone except of the king. The pur-
pose was to catch Daniel in prayer to J ehovah,
so that his enemies could have him put to death
for a violation of the king’s announced rule.
Daniel might have said, I will pray in secret,
S0 that the king will not know I am praying to
Jehovah.” He did not do that, however. On the
contrary, he knecled down by an open window,
where he could be seen by anybody passing by,
and prayed to God. He refused to compromise
either directly or indirectly with any part of
the Devil’s organization. For this offense he was
cast into a den of lions and, except for the inter-
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vention of Jehovah, would have been instantly
destroyed. But God stilled the anger of the
lions and delivered Daniel unharmed. (Dan.
6:1-23) It was Daniel’s faithfulness and un-
compromising devotion that obtained God’s
approval and Daniel’s deliverance.

Job was a very rich man and entirely devoted
to God. That made Satan angry. Satan chal-
. lenged Jehovah to let him tempt Job, declaring

that he could make Job curse God to his face, -

and that no man, under certain tests, would
maintain his integrity toward God. J ehovah
accepted the challenge and let the Devil put
Job to a most severe test. The details of. such
tests and the results are set forth in the book
of Job in the Bible. A full explanation is given
in the book called Life, which you should read.
In all the tribulation and suffering that was in-
flicted upon Job he remained true and steadfast
unto God and held fast his integrity toward
God.—Job 2: 3. }

Such -is the reason that the Lord mentions
these men with approval. He would make it
clear to be understood that those men who main-
tain their integrity toward him do so by re-
fusing to have any part with Satan’s organiza-
tion, and continuing faithful, honest and true
to God under all conditions.

Many men have claimed to worship God and
to follow in the footsteps of Jesus and have
taken a compromising course in order that they
might have the approval of men, and in doing
so they have been displeasing to Jehovah. They
express great admiration for men, and want
men to admire them. “That which is highly
esteemed among men is abomination in the sight
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of God.” (Luke 16: 15) Those who have received
and do receive God’s approval do not honor
men, but they honor God and are faithful and
true to him. In the eleventh chapter of Hebrews
1s given a list of names of such men, who were
faithful to God under adverse conditions and
who remained true and steadfast and main-
tained their integrity toward the Most High.
The only way one can receive the approval of
God is to be full of faith and faithful to God.
—Heb. 11: 6,

Take your Bible now and carefully read the
eleventh chapter of Hebrews, and there will be
found a list of men whom God approved be-
cause they were all true and faithful to God
and to his kingdom. They knew that God had
promised to establish a kingdom at some time;
but when it would come they did not know. But
they were determined to be faithful and true to
God and keep themselves in line for the king-
dom when it would come. They refused to com-
promise with the Devil’s crowd, and thereby
they held steadfastly their integrity toward God,
“These all died in faith, not having received the
promises, but having seen them afar off, and
were persuaded of them, and embraced them,
and confessed that they were strangers and
pilgrims on the earth. But now they desire a
better [government], that is, an heayenly:
wherefore God is not ashamed to be called their
God; for he hath prepared for them a city.”
(Heb. 11:13,16) Otherwise stated, God has
prepared a place in his kingdom for these faith-
ful men. What is that place?

The place could not be in heaven itself, be-
cause when Jesus was on the earth these men
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were all dead, except John the Baptist, and had
been dead for some time, and Jesus declared
that none of them were in heaven nor ever could
be. John the Baptist was one of the prophets
and he can never be in heaven, as Jesus de-
clared. (John 3:13; Matt. 11:11) Paul wrote
the book of Hebrews, and he was one of the
faithful apostles of Jesus Christ and is in heayv-
en with Christ Jesus as a member of the royal
- family. Only those who are faithful followers
of Christ Jesus from and after his crucifixion
and resurrection can ever be in heaven at all,
because Jesus was the first one resurrected and
he opened the way for others to be taken to
heaven. Referring then to the faithful men
from Abel to the last of the prophets, all of
whom died hefore the ecrucifixion of Christ
Jesus and who are yet dead, the record at He-
brews 11:39,40 is: “And these all, having ob-
tained a good report through faith, received
not the promise: God having provided some
better thing for us [Paul and others who will
be in heaven], that they without us should not
be made perfect.” This shows that the heavenly
clags must be completed before the faithful men
mentioned, who died before the crucifixion of
Christ Jesus, can be made perfect. .
The statement ahove cited in this text clearly
shows that God prepared some place for these
faithful men in connection with his kingdom,
and since they cannot be in heaven they must
be somewhere else and be used in connection
with the kingdom. The correct answer to the
question, then, is that these faithful men will
be the visible governors on the earth through
and by whom the Lord Jesus Christ, the great
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King, will administer the affairs of the earth.

The Scriptures frequently speak of those
faithful men as ‘the fathers in Israel’ hecause
they were faithful and true to the covenant that
God made with the Israelites. When Christs
kingdom is in operation and these 2OVernors
represent his kingdom they will mo longer be
called ‘fathers in Israel’. Upon this point the
prophet of God wrote (Ps.45:16): “Instead of
thy fathers shall be thy children, whom thou
mayest make princes in all the earth.” They
will be the children of God through Christ, be-
cause Jehovah is the Life-giver and this he
gives by and through Christ, ‘Life is a gift of
God through Jesus Christ’ (Rom. 6:23) The
word ‘prince’ used in the above Psalm means
& governor or one who rules under the emperor
or king. Satan has long been the invisible lord
or ruler of this wicked world and has ruled in
wickedness and has been represented upon
earth by imperfect and wicked men. Now God
has placed Christ Jesus upon his throne, and
he will rule in righteousness. The rulers of the
earth for centuries have been under the influence
and control of the Devil, whether they have
known it or not, and for that reason the rulers
have been oppressive and harsh. How will the
governors under Christ, the righteous King,
rule? That question is answered by the Liord
in these words (Isa. 32:1): “Behold, a king
[Christ Jesus] shall reign in righteousness, and
princes [governors] shall rule in judgment.”
Another translator (Rotherham) renders the
text: “Lo! in righteousness shall reign a king,
yea, even princes with equity shall bear rule.”
Under Satan’s reign the visible rulers or gov-
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ernors of this world have often been vile and
villainous men working wickedness and speak-
ing against God, while at the same time the
religious leaders in “Christendom”, the clergy,
have supported them and declared that they
have ruled by divine right, Such a condition
could not possibly exist under the righteous
reign of Christ. For then “the vile person shall
. be no more called liberal, nor the churl said to
be bountiful”.—Isa. 32: 5.

PERFECT GOVERNORS

A1l the people of good will and honest hearts
have longed to see a government that would he
administered by men of integrity, truth and
honesty; a government administered for the
general welfare of the people and not for the
special interest of any certain class. Look back
over the history of the world and you cannot
find one government that ever existed that was
administered in righteousness and for the gen-
eral welfare of mankind. The reason is that
during that period of time Satan has been the
god or invisible ruler of this world and has
blinded the people and the rulers to the truth,
and his representatives on the earth have heen
influenced by him to rule harshly and cruelly.
(2 Cor. 4:3,4; 1 John 5:19; John 12: 31) How
then could the people ever hope to see a right-
eous government established on this earth un-
der the rule of imperfect men? Surely there is
no hope for the world or for the people while
under the present unrighteous governments.
Why then longer look to these unrighteous gov-
ernments for relief? They are entirely hopeless
and can hold out no hope for the people.
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The hope of the world is God’s kingdom un-
der Christ, with faithful and righteous men as
governors on the earth, Jehovah God hag al-
ready placed his righteous King; Christ Jesus,
upon his throme. Satan and his organization
must now get out. Satan refuses to vacate;
therefore he is gathering his forces to Arma-
geddon and God is gathering his forces for that
battle of the great day of God Almighty. (See
Revelation 16:13-16, Light, Book Two, pages
41-57.) In that battle Satan’s cruel, oppressive
and wicked organization will be completely de-
stroyed in order that the way may be cleared
for the full establishment of the government of
righteousness under Christ Jesus.

Those faithful men mentioned in the Bible,
from Abel to John the Baptist (Heb. 11), God
will raise up out of death and give them life as
perfect men. This he will do immediately upon
the completion of the royal family of heaven,
that is to say, immediately following the selec-
tion of all of those who will be in heaven with
Christ Jesus. Those faithful men who died be-
fore the crucifixion of Jesus ‘did good’ to the
best of their ability, and all received a good
report, and concerning such Jesus says: “All in
their graves that have been good shall come
forth in the resurrection of life.” (John 5 : 28, 29)
In a very short time from now, and within the
life of the present generation, these faithful
men will be brought back and given perfect hu-
man life on the earth, and will assume the
affairs of government to which they have been
appointed, and therefore will be the visible
governors amongst all the peoples of the earth.
As members of God’s righteous organization




50 THE EINGDOM

they will advise, teach and direct the people in
the right way to go, in order that the people
may receive the blessings which God has pre-
pared for all of those who will be true and faith-
ful to him and his righteous government. The
people then will learn righteousness and do that
which ig right.

It is the privilege and duty of Jehovak’s wit-
nesses now on the earth to announce these great
truths to the people, because they are about

 to come to pass and the Lord will have it made

known. To his faithful witnesses who are the
followers of Christ Jesus, Jehovah now says
(Tsa. 42:9): “Behold, the former things are
come to pass, and new things do T declare; be-
fore they spring forth T tell you of them.” These
witnesses of Jehovah are certain that the new
and righteous government is now at hand and
that these men, mentioned as perfect and visible
governors, will be back on the earth within a
very short period of time; and it is the com-
mandment of God that the people be told these
truths, that they may make preparation for
these new and righteous rulers. Therefore Jo-
hovah commands his faithful witnesses to “lift
up a standard for the people” that they may go
in the right way.—Isa. 62: 10,

In obedience to this commandment Jehovah's
witnesses have prepared and published certain
books announcing these great truths, setting
forth the Seriptural proof and where in the
Bible these proof texts may he found, and this
is done in order that the people may inform
themselves and get in line for the blessings of
the kingdom that is now at hand. Among these
books are The Harp of God, Deliverance, Crea-
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ttom, Prophecy, Government, Reconciliation,
Life, and Light (Books One and Two), which
explain these matters in detail. These books are
brought to the people, not for a selfish reason,
but that the people may inform themselves of
the great events that are now coming to pass.
These books are brought to the people at a price
less than the cost of publication, but it is best
for the people to make some small sacrifice or
effort to obtain the information. Times are
hard, and money is needed for food, to be sure,
but it is better to go without a meal or be hun-
gry for a few hours, that one may provide him-
self with the food for his mind which will point
to him the way of everlasting life. Jehovah God
has made complete provision for the relief and
blessings of those who love righteousness, and
now the time has come for them to begin to
know it.

In brief, therefore, the kingdom of God is
this: Christ Jesus and his faithful followers
constitute the invisible ruling power; faithful
men who died in faith and before the erucifixion
of the Lord will be resurrected as perfect men
and made the visible rulers on the earth; and
this will constitute a complete working organiza-
tion which will carry on for the henefit of the
peoples of earth and to the honor and glory of
Jehovah God. This government will bring com-
plete relief and blessings so long desired by the
people.

Let all persons who love truth and righteous-
ness, and who have a desire to see righteousness
amongst men on the earth, turn to the Lord God
and take their stand on his side now, that they
may know the way to everlasting life. “This is

T
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life eternal, that they might know thee the only
true God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast
sent.” (John 17:3) Be of good courage and lift
up your heads, because deliverance is at hand.
The hope of the world is the kingdom of God.
Begin now and learn of Him and give honor to
His name, and let your hope be firm and strong.
You will appreciate the fact that this message
is not propaganda. It will do you no good to
.join yourself to some earthly organization. This
information is given because God has command-
ed it must be given.—Matt, 24:14, °
Jehovah God caused all his holy prophets to
write about the kingdom and the blessings it
would bring to the people. When Jesus was on
earth he was familiar with all these good things
to come; therefore he taught his disciples to
pray to God: “Thy kingdom come. Thy will be
done in earth, as it is in heaven.” And it shall
be so. The righteousness that prevails in heay-
en will soon prevail on the earth, and all oppres-
sion shall for ever cease. Concerning this God’s
prophet wrote: “He shall judge the poor of the
people, he shall save the children of the needy,
and shall break in pieces the oppressor. He shall
come down like rain upon the mown grass; as
showers that water the earth. In his days shall
the righteous flourish; and abundance of peace
s0 long as the moon endureth. He shall have do-
minion also from sea to sea, and from the river
unto the ends of the earth.” (Ps. 72:4, 6-8)
“Surely his salvation is nigh them that fear
him; that glory may dwell in our land. Merey
and truth are met together; righteousness and
peace have kissed each other. Truth shall spring
out of the earth; and righteousness shall look
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down from heaven. Yea, the Lord shall give
that which is good; and our land shall yield her
increase. Righteousness shall go before him, and
shall set us in the way of his steps.” (Ps.
85:9-13) Therefore let this message of truth be
heralded amongst the nations: “The Lord reign-
eth; the world also shall be established that it
shall not be moved. He shall judge the people
with righteousness and truth,’—Ps. 96: 10.




GOD’S KINGDOM
AMONG YOU

JEHOVAH magnifies the importance of his
Kingdom aboye all other doctrines taught in
the Bible. He sent Jesus to earth to give a wit-
ness concerning the kingdom, Immediately fol-

lowing his temptation in the wilderness Jesus

Eegan his earthly ministry with the statement,
The kingdom of heaven is at hand.” Tt is called

. the kingdom of heaven because the authority

proceeds from heaven. Tt is called the kingdom
of God because God is the great King Eternal,
who has made provision for it It is called the
kmg:dom of Christ because God’s Anointed One,
Christ, is the chief officer thereof. But where is
the kingdom located?

The improper answer to that question has
caused great confusion amongst men. All Chris-
tians will be witness to the fact that for centu-
ries theleadersin “Christendom’ have answered
the question practically in this manner: “When
a man becomes a Christian the kingdom is set
up in his heart; and when all are brought to
Christ, then the kingdom will he fully estah-
lished, because Jesus said “the kingdom of God
18 within you”.” For this reason they have in-
sisted that ‘the church must convert the world,
that the kingdom of God may come fully’.

That answer is wholly wrong, and is proof
that those who have given such aANSWer are en-
tirely ignorant of the Seriptures.

54

THE HOPE OF THE WORLD 55

You will note by reading the context of Luke
17: 21 that Jesus was speaking to the Pharisees
who had come to Jesus and demanded of Jesus
to know when the kingdom would come. It was
to them he said, “The kingdom of God is within
you.” We know that God would not set up his
kingdom in the hearts of his enemies. The
Pharisees claimed to represent God, and they
were the clergy of that day, but Jesus repeaf-
edly told them that they were hypocrites and
sons of the Devil. Read carefully the twenty-
third chapter of Matthew and note the scathing
denunciation that Jesus laid upon the Phari-
sees. Then note his words in John 8:42.44, in
which he told them that they were of the Devil.
There must be something wrong, then, with the
answer given by the teachers of “Christendom”
to the effect that the kingdom is set up in the
hearts of men.

Now take your Bible and read Luke 17: 20, 21
and note that the marginal reading is: “The
kingdom of God is among you.” The Diaglott
renders the text the same way. The plain mean-
ing of the words of Jesus is this: Shortly after
his temptation in the wilderness Jehovah made
a covenant with Jesus to give him the kingdon,
and he anointed Jesus to be the King whose
right it is to rule the world in God’s due time.
Jesus, therefore, from that time forward could
properly say to those about him: “The kingdom
is at hand’; meaning that he, Jesus, was the
anointed King or Ruler and he was then on
earth amongst the people. When the Pharisees
came to him, thinking they would cateh him in
his words, he said to them: ‘The kingdom is
among you, or in your midst; because here I
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am, standing among you, and T am the Ono
anointed of Jehovah for the kingdom.” The
Pharisees understood what Jesus meant, be-
cause they afterwards accused him of sedition
by reason of his claim to be the King.

The counterparts of the Pharisees are found
amongst the leaders in Christendom today.
These not only have given a wrongful meaning
to the words of Jesus, but have assumed the
burden of converting the world, saying that the

kingdom of God can never come until the de-

nominational churches bring the people into the
church and robe the earth in the moral achieve-
ments of man, and that then Christ himself will
come and visit the earth. Again their conclu.
sions are entirely wrong and very misleading.
Christ Jesus has already come and the kingdom
is now among you, and this can be said today
with stronger force than ever hefore,

Shortly after Jesus spoke to the Pharisees
he ascended into heaven. Since then his faith-
ful followers have looked for his coming again.
In 1914 the period of waiting ended, and then
God set Jesus, his anointed King, upon his
throne. The Seriptural proof thereof is given by
the fact of the World War and incidents that
quickly followed. In 1918 Jesus Christ, being
bresent, began to gather unto himself his Peo-
ple who are wholly devoted to God and tg his
kingdom, and the judgment of all professed fol-
lowers is now in progress.

The next great act of the anointed King of
Jehovah will be to destroy Satan’s organization
in the battle of Armageddon, which is Just
ahead; therefore the people of the land need to
be told over and over again this truth, beeause
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of its great importance, that the kingdom of
God is now among you. That is the reason men
and women are going from house to house daily,
and particularly on Sunday, delivering this mes-
sage to the people and bringing to their atten-
tion the Seriptural proof in the form of hooks
explaining the Bible. Never was it so important
to preach the good news of the kingdom as just
now, and when this is done Armageddon will
immediately follow, ‘

When Jesus was speaking to the Pharisces
he said, in Liuke 16: 16: “The law and the proph-
ets were until John; since that time the king-
dom of God is preached.” John was the fore-
runner of Christ. All the prophets had foretold
the kingdom, but now Jesus began to preach
the kingdom and tell them it was at hand. The
apostles of Jesus Christ continued preaching
concerning the kingdom, but shortly following
their death other things were preached. About
1874 the Lord began to bring to the attention
of his people the great fundamental truths that
had been obscured by the many errors taught
by men. F'rom that time until 1914 the work of
true Christians was foreshadowed by what
John the Baptist did. In 1914 the Lord Jesus
came the second time, and in 1918 hegan to
gather together his faithful followers. It was
then that his commandment was given and must
be obeyed, to preach this good news to the na-
tions of the earth as a witness, and for that
reason it is now being done,

Prior to 1918 God’s people on earth, like John
the Baptist, were declaring that God’s kingdom

is to be set up. From and after 1918 God’s peo-

ple saw as never before that the King had been
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placed upon his throne and the kingdom begun
and that therefore in obedience to his command-
ments they must testify to the people of and
concerning the kingdom in their midst,

The enemies of God’s kingdom wish to keep
the people in ignorance of the fact that the
kingdom is here; hence their cery is that a prop-
aganda work'is going forward by those who
are active witnesses to the Lord. Such is not

true, because there could bhe no propaganda

work concerning God’s kingdom. “Propaganda”
mmeans to propagate a theory for the purpose
of inducing others to join therein, The gospel
of the kingdom is merely an announcement’ of:
a fact in order that the people may be informed.
It is God’s message and not man’s. God does
not indulge in propaganda.

Some have conceived it to be their duty to
censor the message that is being given to the
people and to cut out certain phrases thereof
on the theory that such are controversial, That
is very wrong, and anyone attempting it puts
himself in a very had position. God’s message
of truth could not be controversial, because it
proceeds from Jehovah. There is no attempt to
convert anyone or to get anyone into an or-
ganization. The sole purpose of delivering the
message is to inform the people of the facts.
The commandment of the Tiord is that this good
news shall be told to the peoples of the nations
as a witness. Those who do not want to hear
need not hear. But no man has the authority
to censor the message of God’s Word and there-
by prevent some from hearing who desire to
hear. Let the people hear and then determine
for themselves what course they want to take,
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If the message is true, nothing can prevent it
from going out, and he who tries to interfere
with it assumes a grave respongibility.

Referring to the time in which we now are,
God by his prophet says to his faithful wit-
nesses, in Tsaiah 60:1, 2: “Arise, shine; for thy
light is come, and the glory of the Lord is risen
upon thee. For, behold, the darkness shall cover
the earth, and gross darkness the people: but
the Lord shall arise upon thee, and his glory
shall be seen upon thee.” That means that the
kingdom has come and those who see it must
arige and ery out to the people: “Behold, thy
God reigns.”

All observe that at this very time darkness
is in the earth and gross darkness upon the
people concerning the Word of God, and the
whole world is in the very shadow of death he-
cause Armageddon is just ahead. God’s com-
mandment is that his witnesses must now serve
notice upon the rulers and the people of the
impending destruction of “Chrigtendom?”, in
particular, and of the destruction of Satan’s en-
tire organization, in general, in order that the
people who are of good will and honest heart
may, if they choose, take their stand on the
side of the Lord God and give their allegiance
to his kingdom. It is that class of people alone
that will escape the worst part of the hattle of
Armageddon and be brought through, By his
prophet Zephaniah the Lord says to such peo-
ple: ‘Before the fierce anger of the Lord come
upon you, seek meekness and righteousness: it
may be you shall be hid in the day of the Lord’s
anger.’




60 THE KINGDOM

God lays the responsibility upon his faithful
witnesses to declare to the rulers and to the
people this message and will hold them guilty
if they do not declare it. When his witnesses
have delivered the message their responsibility
ends. It must therefore be apparent to all that
any man or company of men who attempts to
abridge or censor that mesgage of the Lord is
putting himgelf in a serious position with the
Lord.

The Pharisaical rulers tried to stop God’s
witnesses from announcing the kingdom. Their
counterparts attempt the same thing today.
But the Lord declares this message shall be told
to the nations as a witness, and therefore it
must be done. Now Christ Jesus, the ‘world’s
rightful King, has begun his reign, and the
time has come to point out to all order-loving
people the way of entrance into the blessings
of that kingdom. By no other means can the
people ever find relief and blessings. Hence God
commands his anointed witnesses in these
words (Isa. 62:10): “Go through, go through
the gates; prepare ye the way of the people;
cast up, cast up the highway; gather out the
stones; lift up a standard for the people.”

The “zates”, in this seripture, represent the
entrance to the kingdom. ‘Going through the
gates’ pictures the faithful followers of Christ
Jesus turning their faces and hearts wholly to
the kingdom ; and this they do by their course
of action, and thus hear witness to the people
that the kingdom is here. ‘Preparing the way
for the people’ means alding the people to gain
a knowledge of and concerning the kingdom, If
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you knew there was something exceedingly good
in store for all who learn about it and who fol-
low certain rules, your goodness of heart would
compel you to tell the people abhout it. The fol-
lowers of Christ Jesus know that the great de-
sire of the people, that for which they have long
waited, is now just at hand and that it will
bring greater blessings than they can either
imagine or think. It is the kingdom and its
blessings that will be extended to all. There-
fore all who love God and their fellow man want
to tell others the good mews concerning the
kingdom. This is not propaganda, nor even an
effort to build up some organization. To “gath-
er out the stones”, as the prophet of God says,
means to help the people remove from their
minds the many errors that have served to
stumble them in the way of getting the truth.
In telling the people the truth it is necessary
to speak to them of the errors taught by the
leaders in “Christendom” that have stumbled
many. This is not told for the purpose of doing
injury to anyone, but it is necessary to thus
remove the errors that have kept the people in
blindness; and this is done in obedience to God’s
commandment. ‘To lift up the standard for the
people;” as the Lord commands, means to point

‘the peoples to the only way of salvation and

deliverance. God’s standard is the right stand-
ard, and points man to the way of life and
eternal happiness. Kveryone should desire to
know about it.

Let everyone, therefore, who hears the good
news that the kingdom of heaven is'in your
midst, and that the reign of Christ has begun,
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take up the glad tidings and herald it to ofhers
and thus have some part in vindicating the
name of Jehovah. ‘ ‘
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