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HELD |
What is It? Who are There? Can They Get Out?
RELIGIOUS leaders of the various denomi-
national churches for many centuries have
answered the above questions and taught the:
people as follows:

Hell is the place and state of punishment for
the wicked. God prepared this place before the
creation of man, of sufficient capacity to accom-
modate all sinners. That-all who have died as
sinners are there. That the fires of hell are fed

‘consfantly with brimstone, and burn without

ceasing. That in these flames the wicked are

suffering conscious punishment; that their pun-

ishment is torment, eternal in duration, and
that there is no hope for those who are there
ever to get out.

These same religious leaders earnestly con-
tend that the Bible supports their conelusions.
If their answer is true and correct, then every
clergyman, regardless of whether his salary is
paid or not, should busy himself by constantly
telling the people what awaits them if wicked,
and should advise them how they can avoid
going there. If any religious teacher asserts
the ahove answers to be true ones, and then

*treats the matter with indifference and de-

mands his salary before he will preach to the
people, ‘either he is dishonest or else he does

not believe what he claims to believe. If the
- " 3 T
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above answers to the questions, given by relig-
lous teachers, are false, then every honest per-
son should use his best endeavors to enlighten
the people concerning the truth, that the living
might have peace of mind concerning thems-
selves and hope for their beloved dead.

The purpose here is to examine the Scripture
texts bearing on the subject, and then let each
person who reads decide for himself. Tt will
be of great interest to you to follow the argu-
ment in the light of the Seriptures.

The Bible is God’s Word, It is the truth.
It was written by holy men of old as God
directed them to write. Otherwige stated, it
was written under inspiration. Some parts of
it are expressed in literal and some in symbolic

phrase. All people use symbolic expressions of

speech. Often they mix literal and symbolie
phrase in the same sentence. To illustrate, a
man says: “The political fight is getting red
hot,” meaning thereby that the contest between

the candidates for political office is creating -

great interest and contention. TLikewise the
Bible employs symbolie and literal phrase. For
instance: “Bread of deceit is sweet to a man ;
but afterwards his mouth shall be filled’ with
gravel.” (Proverhs 20: 17) Anyone would know
that this is a symbolic statement. The great

teacher, Jesus of Nazareth, taught in parables .

and dark or symbolic sayings.—Matthew 13: 34,

~ When we read & Scriptural text, how may we
Know whether it is to be understood in a literal

or a symholic sense? We are to use our reason-
ing faculties. God did not expect us to take
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every statement in the Bible as literal. He in-
vited us to use reason. To those who would
learn how they might escape from sin and from
the punishment incident thereto, he says: “Come
now, and let us reason together, saith the Liord:
though your sins be as secarlet, they shall be as
white as snow; though they be red like crimson,
they shall be as wool.” (Isaiah 1:18) It is
apparent to the reasoning person that both lit-
eral and symbolic phrase are employed in this

. text. The Bible states that all of God’s creation

was made by him in wisdom (Psalm 104:24);
that justice is the habitation of his throne
(Psalm 89:14) ; and that “God is love.” (1 John
4:8) Otherwise stated, God is perfect in char-
acter. His wisdom, justice, love, and power are
in equal and exact balance. '

Now apply your reasoning faculties, as God
has invited you, and ask yourself these ques-
tions: TIs it reasonable that the all-wise Creator
would create a creature, knowing that he would
sin, and arrange in advance for his eternal tor-
ment in fire and brimstone? Is it reasonable
that a just and righteous God would create
man, telling him that if he sinned he should die,
and then arrange that his punishment should
be eternal torture in flames of fire? Is it rea-
sonable that the God of love could be so eruel
as to torture eternally an unfortunate sinner?
What good' could result from so doing? How
could the eternal conscious suffering of a crea-
ture bring glory or satisfaction to the loving
Creator? Tt is obvious that all these questions
must be answered in the negative. No regson-
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able person, though very imperfect, would tor-

e eternally even a dumb brute, if that were
possible, Then there must he some grave doubt
about the Bible’s supporting the answers made
to the foregoing questions by religious leaders.
At least a sufficient doubt is raised to warrant
every honest person to make a diligent search
and examination of the Scriptures.

Millions of people have heard the name of
God only with dread and morhid fear, hecause

of the teachings of the denominational leaders : j

concerning hell, God says: “Their fear toward
me 15 taught by the precept of men.” (Isaiah
29:13) Children are made to have a morhid
fear of God by reason of the terrible tales told
them concerning a burning hell. A little gir]
who attended Sunday school was asked by her
- teacher: “Mary, what will you do when you get
to heaven?” She replied: “The first thing T
will do will be to run and hide so that God ecan’t
get me.” It is a serions thing thus to poison a
child mind against the great Jehovah God.

! _ GOD'S ANSWER
Brl'eﬂy stated, Jehovah’s answers to the ahove
questions, as gleaned from his Word, are: Hell
1s the condition of the dead. Tt is the grave or

tomb wherein the dead rest, without knowledoe,
without love, without hate, where they know not .
anything. All who die go to hell. God has pro-. . .
vided an awakening out of death, therefore a
Teturning from hell, of all those who haye died,
The above answers we now purpose fo sup-"' e
port by every text in the Bible relating to hell +
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and to prove that the Bible is in harmony with
reason and in perfect harmony with the charac-
ter of the great Creator, just, wise and loving.
Eivery one who has an irterest in his own des-
tiny and love for his dead friends will eagerly
examine every paragraph hereinafter written.

The Bible which we have was translated into
the English; the Old Testament from the He-
brew language, the New Testament from the
Greek language. The Hebrew word sheol is
the only word in that original language trans-
lated Aell. The Greek word hades has the same
meaning as the Hebrew word sheol. Two other

.' Greek words in the New Testament, to wit,

gehenna and tartaroo, are translated hell. The
Hebrew word sheol and the Greek word hades

“are translated also grave and pit.

Hell ig an English word. The HEnglish word
meant a dark and silent place or condition. An
old Englishman would say: “I put my potatoes
in hell for the winter,” meaning thereby that
he had buried his potatoes in the ground to
preserve them during the winter season. No
one would understand that he put them in to
roast all winter; and surely no one could, for a
moment, expect him to torture his potatoes.

- Religious teachers, early in the Christian era,

thought it -well to frighten the people. Satan

‘induced them to do this. Hence they brought

forth the doctrine of eternal torture, borrowed

- from heathen philosophers. When the Revised

Version of the Bible was prepared, however,
the translators were wise enough to know that
sheol and hades can never be properly trans-
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lated torment. But they were not honest enongh
to say what these words really mean; hence
they left them untranslated,

In some places where they translated the
word sheol, hell, they put in the margin the
correct meaning, grave, :
_ If the Hebrew word sheol means pit and grave

1N some instances, it could not mean a place

of conscious torture in other instances. Even
the .tra,nsla_tors of the King James Version ran
against this difficulty; and where it wag so
patent on the face of it that sheol meant the
condition of death they declined to translate it
by the word hell and translated it grave or pit.
Note some pertinent examples of this:

Psalm 55:15: “Let them go down quick into
hell”—marginal reading, “the grave,” ;

Concerning Job it is written that he was a
man perfect and upright, and one that feared
God, and eschewed evil, He was gick and afflict-
ed, forsaken by his friends, even by his own
wife. Covered with boils from head to foot; he
suffered bodily pain and mental anguish; and
while in this distressed condition he prayed
that God would send him to hell: “O that thoy
wouldest hide me in the grave, that thou would-

est keep me secret, until thy wrath be past, that
thou wouldest appoint me a set time, and re- . .
member me!” (Job 14:13) Here the translators .| = .

rendered sheol, grave. If sheol means eternal
torment, then surely Job would not have prayed

to go there. Then Job adds: “If I wait, sheol . j:,"'_rf? o

4

[hell, the grave] is mine house: I have made

my bed in the darkness” (Job 17;13) There/ *.
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could not have been much fire or brimstone
there; else Job would not have spoken of it as
a place of darkness.

Amos 9: 2; “Though they dig into hell, thence
shall mine hand take them.” [The only hell that
man can dig into is the pit or grave.]

Psalm 16:10: “Thou wilt not leave my soul in
hell; neither wilt thou suffer thine Holy One to
see corruption.” [The apostle Peter says that
this refers to our Lord’s three days in the tomb.
(Acts 2:30-32) Our Lord came out of hell, or
the tomb. If hell is a place of eternal torture,
how could he get out?]

Psalm 18:5: “The sorrows of hell compassed
me about.” [This is a Seriptural statement that
sorrows hasten one to the grave.]

Deuteronomy 32:22: “For a fire is kindled
in mine anger, and shall burn unto the lowest
hell.” [A figurative expression, picturing the
utter ruin of the nation of Israel.]

Psalm 139: 8: “If T make my bed in hell, thon
art there.” [Meaning that Jehovah can and will
exercise his power over those who are in the
pit, the tomb, the state of the dead.]

Job 11:8: “It [God’s wisdom] is as high as

heaven; what canst thou do? deeper than hell.”
« [Clearly meaning the pit or grave.]

Proverbs 5:5: “Her feet go down to death,

“her steps take hold on Rell” [Symbolically
“ meaning her course leads unto the grave.]

Proverbs 15:11: “Hell and destruction are

. before the Lord.” [Sheol is here connected with
;. destruction, not with conscious torture.]
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Tsaiah 5:14: “Therefore hell hath enlarged-
herself, and opened her mouth without meas-

ure.” [A symbol of destructi on, death, into
which the human race has gone. |

Bzekiel 32:27: “And they shall not lie with
the mighty that are fallen of the uncircumeised,
which are gone down to hell with their weapons

of war; and they have laid their swords under -

their heads; buf their iniquities shall be upon
their bones, though they were the terror of the
mighty in the land of the living” [The grave is
the only hell where fallen soldiers are buried
with their weapons of war.]

The following other texts, in which the He-
brew word sheol occurs, and is rendered grave
and pit by the translators, will he interesting

Genesis 37:385: “T will go down into sheol
[the grave] unto my son mourning.” [These

were the words of Jacobh. He believed that his

beloved son, J oseph, was dead. Surely he did
not expect that his heloved son was in eternal
torture; for he was going to Joseph.]

Later Jacob’s other sons sought to induce
their father to send with them their younger
brother, Benjamin, into Egypt. Jacob loved
this son devotedly. He replied: “My son shall

not go down with you; for his brother [Joseph] - ;

is dead, and he [Benjamin] is left alone: if
mischief hefall him by the way in the which ye
80, then shall ye bring down my gray hairs with
SorTow to sheol.” (Genesis 42 38) If sheol here

meant hell fire and brimstone Jacob’s gray hair -
would not last long in such g place, nor could ' - il
the hair suffer much conscious torment. It IS s
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./ plain to be seen that he expected to go down
“into the tomb. The translators evidently saw

this, and hence they balked at translating the
word fell. In the King James Version they
translated it grawve, but the Revised Version
leaves it untranslated. : |
TKings 2:6-9: “Let not his hoar head go

- down to the grave in peace.” [Here sheol is

"again rendered properly.]
ag; ob 24:19: “%ro%ght and heat consume the
snow waters; so doth sheol those which have
sinned.” [If one is consumed, it is not possible
for that one to be in torture.] :
Psalm 81:17: “Let the wicked bhe ashamed,
and let them be silent in sheol [the grave].”
Isaiah 38:10: “I shall go to the gates of
sheol [the grave]: I am deprived of the residue

of my years.”

ARE THE DEAD CONScCIOUs?

i 1 It would be utterly impossible for any one to

be in conscious torment unless that creature, at
the time of torment, is in a conscious state. If
it should appear from the Scriptures that when
a person dies he is mneonscious, then it could
not be reasonably possible that he is conscious-
ly tormented anywhere. Concerning this point
the Scriptures say: ;

ol Hor gijle livingyi{now that they shall die: but
the dead know not anything.”—Hecclesiastes 9 5
~ “Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do it
with thy might; for thére is no work, nor de-

. ™ wvice, nor knowledge, nor wisdom, in sheol [hell,
1y “the grave], whither thou goest.”—Fecel. 9: 10.
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“For in death there is no remembrance of

thee: in sheol [the grave] who shall give thes

thanks?”—Psalm 6: 5,

. “Like sheep they are laid in sheol [the grave] ;
death shall feed on them.” [No one would con-
tend for a moment that sheep are in conscious
torment.]—Psalm 49: 14.

But our religious teachers would say: “These
seriptures refer to the body. It is the soul that
18 consclous and alive: the soul is inherently
Immortal and cannot die.” Again the religious
teachers have no support in the Bible for their
contention except one text, They would say at
once that the one text is sufficient; but we reply
that that text is the language of the devil, who
said to Eve: “Ye shall not surely die” (Gen-
esis 3:4); and concerning this statement Jesug
8ald that it was the first lie; that Satan was a
hiar and the father of lies. (John 8:44) }f
religious teachers insist on standing by this
teaching of the devil, they thereby admit that
they are his allies or his children.

The soul is a synonymous term for being,
man, creature. HKvery man is a soul; no man
possesses a soul. All animals are souls. The
Scriptures refer to the dumb beasts as souls.
—Numbers 31 : 28.

The Secriptures give the proper definition of

soul, as follows: “The Lord God formed man of
the dust of the ground, and breathed into his
nostrils the breath of life; and man became a
living soul.” (Genesis 2:7) God then in sub.
stance said to that soul, that man: In the day

thou sinnest thou shalt surely die.” (Genesis 2: :
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.. 117) Did he mean that only the body should die,
but that the soul should live on forever? The

Scriptures answer: “The soul that sinneth, it
shall die.” (Ezekiel 18:4) “What man is he that *
liveth, and shall not see death? shall he deliver
his soul from the hand of the grave?’ (Psalm

89:48) “The dead praise not the Lord, neither

any that go down into silence.”—Psalm 115: 17,

In not a single instance in the Old Testament
can the word sheol represent a place of con-
sciousness in which the dead are suffering tor-
ment. On the contrary, in every instance the
Scriptures show that sheol means the grave,
hell, the condition of the dead, the condition of
silence, where there is neither knowledge nor

‘wisdom. |

IN THE NEW TESTAMENT .

The Greek word hades, translated hell in the
New Testament, is exactly the same as the
Hebrew word sheol. In Acts 2:27 the apostle
Peter quotes from Psalm 16:10, proving this
point. Other proof texts of this point are 1
Corinthians 15:54, 55, referring to the same
thing as mentioned in Tsaiah 25:8 and Hosea
13:14. Without doubt, then, the words sheol

- and hades mean the unconscious condition of

the dead in the tomb, awaiting God’s appointed
time to awaken them in the resurrection,

GEHENNA—DESTRUCTION

Jesus taught the Jews. All his disciples were
Jews. They understood that at some time fa-
ture Jesus would set up his kingdom, and they

¢ éxpected to be a part of it. On one occasion
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they disputed amongst themselves as to who' .
would be the greatest in his kingdom. Jesus, &

knowing this, called them to him and taught
. them; and in the course of his instruction he
said to them: “And if thine eye offend thee,
pluck it out: it is better for thee to enter into
the kingdom of God with one eye, than, having
two eyes, to be cast into hell fire- where their

worm dieth not, and the fire is not quenched.” "

(Mark 9:47,48) This text has long been a
favorite with the hell-

sl fire screechers. In it

R / /’ they think they have
conclusive proof that
the sinners are pun-
ished by torment in g

quenched. They argue

the worms die not. But
be it noted that the only
thing mentioned as dy-
Ing not are the worms,

7 N // Therefore, it is worms

/ ’. //ﬂ“h{{{/i that are immortal, from
y - — f,hel;' viewpoint. Noth-
=1 15 8aid ahout human

- beings as alive and con-
scious in that fire,

The word hell in this text is translated from
the Greek word gehenna. Tt is the Grecian mode
of expressing the name of the Hebrew phrase

Valley of Hinnom.” Lying on the southern

by

border of the city of Jerusalem is the Valley of

fire which is nevep:

with great warmth that
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| Hinnom, sometimes called the Valley of Gehen-
=ma. The offal, garbage, bodies of dead animals,

ete., were brought out of the city and thrown
over the high embankment, down int» the val-
ley. Fires were kept burning continually to de-
stroy this offal. No live creature was permitted,

- under the Jewish law, to be cast into this valley

nor placed on the fire. When cast over the high
embankment these dead bodies would sometimes
fall on a ledge, and were destroyed by worms.
Anyone would understand that the Valley of
Hinnom was a place of destruction and there-

- fore a symbol of destruction. Every Jew under-

stood it thus. Surely Jesus had the same
thought in mind. ,

The Scriptures point out that the Israelites
were a typical people. For instance, the temple
and the priestly service of Jerusalem repre-
sented the royal priesthood in glory as the tem-
ple of God. Jerusalem was the city from which
authority went forth. It was the city of govern-
ment. The kingdom of (lod is represented in
the symbolic book of Revelation under the fig-
ure of a city, the New Jerusalem. (Revelation
21:2) Jerusalem therefore was intended to pic-
ture Christ’s kingdom about which these disci-
ples were disputing. The Valley of Hinnom,
used 1n connection with the city as a erematory,
pictured the destruction of those who were cast
out of the kingdom. The Scriptures, describing
the blessings and benefits of the holy city, the
new Jerusalem (the kingdom of God), declares
that everything that defileth or worketh an
abomination shall be kept out of the®same.
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(Revelation 21: 27) The Valley of Hinnom, or
Gehenna, understood by all Jews as a place of
destruction, represents the condition of death

from which there is no resurrection and which

is described in the Scriptures as the second
death.
. In this text (Mark 9:47 ,48) Jesus was lay-
mg down to the disciples the requirements to
_enter into the kingdom, the holy city. Pride
and ambition would be hindrances to one’s en-
tering therein. Jesus was instructing them that
the kingdom was of greater value to them than
anything else. In order, therefore, to make his
lustrations pointed and strong he referred to
the eye. Surely Jesus did not mean to tell the
disciples that if they expected to get into the
kingdom they must gouge out an eye! T dare
say that no advocate of hell fire is willing to
gouge out his eye voluntarily as a condition

Precedent to entering into the kingdom. If we

are to take these statements as literal then we’
v_\_rou%fi hlaxge t(i conchilde, according to the eccle-
slastical teachers, that only one-eyed 1
would get to heav:an. 4 s Tog
. What then did Jesus mean? To paraphrase
his langunage we understand him to mean this:
That eternal life as a member of the kingdom
of God is the greatest prize that can be received
by any one. Only those who are willing to make
a sacrifice of things earthly could be counted
worthy of it. If, therefore, any earthly thing
should offend one or prevent him from prepar-
ing for the kingdom, that he might enter in,
even though that thing be as dear as an eye it

e e

Hell—What 1s 1?2 Who Are There? 17

would be well to destroy that thing. That is
to say, it would be better for him to sacrifice

i ‘something dear to him than to lose this great

prize of life and be cast into Gehenna, a condi-
tion of everlasting and complete destruction.
This destruction was pictured by both the fire
and the worms; and the destruction was so
complete that there was nothing left, thus fore-
shadowing that for these wilful ones there
would ke no resurrection. )
Hvery text in the New Testament wherein
the word hell appears, and is translated from
the Greek word gehenna, means everlasting and
complete destruction. One of the strong proof
texts on this point is the following: “And fear
not them which kill the body, but are not able
to Kill the soul: but rather fear him which is
able to destroy hoth soul and body in hell.”
(Matthew 10: 28) Jesus was instructing his dis-
ciples that they would have persecution from
their enemies, and that their enemies might kill
them. A distinction here is made between hody
and soul: Body meaning only the human organ-
ism; soul meaning the being, the creature, in-
cluding the right to life. The enemies of the
disciples of our Lord could do nothing more
than destroy their bodies. They could not affect
their future right to life. Jehovah alone holds
that power. Therefore, Jesus said to them:
‘Do not fear these men who can destroy only
your bodies; but fear him, Jehovah God, who
has power to destroy both hody and soul in
Gehenna” The word destroy here used is con-
clusive proof that the Valley of Gehenna was.a
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picture of destruction, and that the word hell

translated therefrom meang destruction, from -
which there is no resurrection. It shows, there-

fore, the fate of the wilful sinne
opportunity for life given by the rioigier fu]l
. Again Jesus said: “Ye serpents, ye genera-
tion of vipers! how can ye escape the damna-
tion of hell?” (Matthew 23 38) Gehenna is the
word here translated hell. The words of the
Master were addressed to the seribes and Phar-
-1sees who, although heing enlightened, wilfully
and wickedly misrepresented and persecuted
the Lord. Becanse they were deceiving the
people and blinding them concerning the truth
Jesus said to them in substance: “You hoast of
your plety and make a great outward show of
rlghteonsnes§, but unless you chaneo your
course you will surely be destroved in G%heﬁna i
The counterpart of {hese Pharisees are the re-

ligious teachers of modern times who pose as

plous creatures and as representati
atives o :
Lord, and who e

hi i '
a’ﬁ) ;zzord. They might take a lesson from the

; i i TARTAROD
rom the time of Eden until h t ¢ '

the angels of heaven had much toed%)rfiﬁr}?ii%e
S_om.e of these became wicked, and God enforced
his judgment against them at the time of the
great_ﬂood. Concerning them St. Peter says:
For if God spared not the angels that sinned,

but cast them down to hell, and delivered them
into chains of darkness, to be reserved tnto
Judgment.” (2 Peter 2:4) The word /eljin this

yet deliberately misrepresent
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text is translated from the Greek word fartaroo.
Just why the translators rendered this word

- hell is somewhat difficult to understand. They

evidently thought that these wicked angels or
demons were in hell, helping the devil to keep
up the fire and to put on the brimstone. Had
they read the text more carefully they would
have seen, however, that these angels are con-
fined in darkness; and if in darkness there
could not be much fire about.

The word tartaroo, as used by the Apostle in
this text, closely resembles the word Zartarus,
a word used in Grecian mythology as the name
for a dark abyss or prison. Scientists tell us
that beyond a certain distance from earth’s sur-
face there is complete darkness; and there is
much proof to lead to the conclusion that these
evil spirits, or demons, who sinned in the time
prior to the flood, are restrained in this dark-
ness. However, the word tartaroo, as used in

. this text, seems more particularly to refer to

an act than to a place. The text might properly
be rendered: God spared not the angels who
sinned, but degraded them, and delivered them
into chains of darkness. The degradation rep-
resented the depriving them of privileges, and
the darkmess the condition in which they are
confined. We have not space here to discuss
the history of these demons, but respectfully
refer the reader to the publications, “What Say
the Scriptures about Spiritism?” and “Can the
Living Talk with the Dead?” This text is the
only place in the Bible that this Greek word
- appears, and inno sense has it reference to man.
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From these Scriptural texts, therefore, the

Proof is conclusive that hell is not a place of "

conscious suffering; hut that sheol and hades
2’

translated /iell, mean the condition of the dead. -
J

from which the dead shall b
_ e awakened
r%surrecj:mn; that gehenna means the gon%lgt;ﬁt})lg
of the wilfully Wicked who die and have no hope
;Ie‘?e l;esélériectlocrll, but who are therefore éor%—
ely destroyed; and that fartar
the condition of degraded evii ggﬁtgepre_sents

POINTED QUESTIONS

The advocates of the conscious ;
ment theory will quickly now ask: ?[}e}tﬁgld’zzg
are not conscious, and if hell means the condi
tion of silence, how about the rich man in ]1e]i
who lifted up his eyes, being in torment? How
a}bout the thief in paradise? How about the
sheep and the goats, the latter going away int
ev%lz’;itmg _Eumshment? e

1th much satisfaction the hell-

Tests his case upon these three poiﬁ: a%zogate
siders himself invulnerable, That ‘the ansxsélr-'
may be more keenly appreciated it is deemed
well first to outline briefly the divine plan con-
fgﬁ}.‘mng man as stated in the Scriptures. With

18 clearly in mind the advoeate of eternal tor-
%1‘?}1‘8 will not feel so comfortable in his position
We hope that he may be led to see the absurd-
1ty of that position, however.

God created the first man g
. G : - erfect
% his own image and Iikeness.p( Gences?; ela.t g;e
ﬁigute:ronomy 32:4) Jehovah set bhefore man
fe, hberty, and happiness upon g condition of
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complete obedience. The penalty Jehovah pre-

i seribed in his law for disobedience was death.
““TThou shalt surely die.” (Genesis 2:17) The

Seriptures plainly state that the penalty for sin
is death. (Romans 6:23) This is God’s law.
God is unchangeable. (Malachi 3:6) Having

‘made this law before man sinned, if Jehovah

sentenced man to eternal torment after man
had sinned, then God changed the penalty of
his law. This would be an ex-post-facto law.
Even imperfect men recognize an ex-post-facto
law as unrighteous. That is to say, no govern-
ing power could rightfully change the penalty,
for a erime and inflict that penalty on a person
after he had committed the crime. If God sen-
tenced Adam to eternal torment, he did not deal °
fairly with man. If God sentenced man to death,
then he could not consistently torture man eter-
nally; for he would be failing to carry out his
own sentence, therefore would be inconsistent.

ETERNAL PUNISEMENT :

The ecelesiastical teachers use the terms efer<
nal torment and eternal punishment as synony-
mous. In this they are clearly wrong. One may,
suffer eternal punishment, but not eternal tor-
ture. One could not be eternally tortured with-
out consciousness; but if his punishment is ever-
lasting death, that punishment would be eternal
or everlasting. God does punish the wicked,
and that punishment is death. There are de-
grees of punishment. If a man steals a chicken
he may be punished by imprisonment for thirty
days. His imprisonment lasts only during that
period of time. If he steals an automobile, he
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may be punished for five years in prison. If he

commits deliberate murder, his punishment may

be death. In the latter case his unish i
lasting, therefore L s
o fﬂed. . everlasting insofar as man is
. Jehovah, consistent with the enalt
tioned in his law, sentenced Adampto degthmx‘?gt
to etern‘al torture. That judgment or sentence
reads: ‘Becaqse thou hast hearkened wunto the
voice of thy wife, and hast eaten of the tres of.
which T commanded thee, saying, Thou shalt
not eat of it: cursed is the ground for thy sake:
n sorrow shalt thou eat of it all the days of thyi
life: thorns also and thistles shall it bring forth
to thee; and thou shalt eat the herh of the field ;
in the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread.
till thou return unto the ground; for out of it
wast thou taken: for dust thou art and unto
dust shalt thou return.” (Genesis 3:,17-19) By

what process of reasoning can g clergyman -

stand with a pious face before an intellig

audlencg and, in the light of the plain st;etléirﬁggt
of the judgment above set forth, say to them
thaét c(l}od ;ente:imed Adam to eternal torment?
. ood enforced this judgment b i

Adam from Eden, causing %Jmm to feid %pro?ihtllll%'
poisonous elements which the egrth outside of
Eden broughié forth. The death sentence con-
tinued upon him for 930 years, after which time
he was completely dead. (Genesis 5- 5) During
that time his children were born. The fathe;:

being under sentence, was imperfect; and by

Teason of the sentence of death hi 1
3 s children
. Were born as sinners, and without the right to
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life. (Psalm 51:5; Romans 5:12) Adam, when

“he died, went to hell, the grave, the tomb. He
- paid the penalty of the law. His children, who

have since then died, likewise went to hell, the
tomb, the grave. They have suiffered as a result
of their father’s disobedience. This death upon
Adam and his children would be everlasting
unless God makes some provision for redeem-

ing man out of death and giving him an oppor-

tunity for life. Therefore, Jehovah made the

following clear and definite promise:
“T will ransom them from the power of the
grave; I will redeem them from death: O death,

I will be thy plagues; O grave, I will be thy

destruction: repentance shall be hid from mine
eyes.” (Hosea 13:14) The word grave in this
text is from the Hebrew word sheol, the same
word translated hell. The promise, therefore, is
that Gtod will redeem mankind from hell.

It was a perfect man that sinned; and God’s
law provided that nothing but a perfeet man
could redeem mankind from death. There was
no perfect man on earth who could accomplish
this purpose.——Psalm 49: 7.

Then Jehovah, in hig great love for mankind

- desiring to give them a full opportunity for life,

sent from heaven his beloved Son, Jesus, whose
life was transferred from the spirit to the hu-
man plane. Jesus was begotten by Jehovah;
therefore he was horn perfect, holy and with-
out sin. (Matthew 1:20; Hebrews 7:26) e
had none of the contaminated blood from Adam.

Jesus plainly stated that he came to ransom
mankind from the grave and to fulfil the prom-
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ise God had made to this effect, (Matthew 20:
28; John 10:10) He died upon the cross; and
God raised him out of death, therehy providing

the ransom or redeémptive price for mankind;

(John 3:16) The death and resurrection of
Jesus was a guarantee that all the dead in hell,
the grave,.in due time should bo awakened out
of death.—John 5:29 ; Acts 17:31; 24: 15,

'CAN THOSE IN HELT, GET ouT?

It the resurrection of the dead is true, then

this doctrine of eternal torment js as false as
the devil himself, If the dead ecan be resur-
rected, that fact is proof conclusive that they
will not he kept in eternal torture. If they are
there eternally, they could not be brought out.
Resurrection means an awakening and restora-
tion to life. Tf the resurrection of the dead is
the truth, and is taught in God’s Word, then the
doctrine of inherent immortality is a deliberate

Lie. Jesus plainly says that inherent immortal- - .
ity of man was the first lie told. (John 8:44) ™

If inherently immortal, then men are not dead
but alive somewhere; and if alive, it would be
Impossible to awaken them to life. Hence either
the doctrine of inherent immortality or that of
resurrection of the dead must fail. Which is
supported by the Bible? ;

St. Paul answers this question in the follow-

ing conclusive argument: “For I delivered unto -

you first of all that which I algo received, how
that Christ died for our sing aceording to the
seriptares; and that he was buried, and that he
rose again the third day aceording to the serip-

tures.” \“Now if Christ be preached that he TOSe
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the dead, how say some among you that
fll;gﬂ is no 1‘e,surrection of the dead? But if
there be no resurrection of the dead, then is
Christ not risen: and if Christ be not risen,
then is our preaching vain, and your faith is
also vain. Yea, and we are found false wit-

‘nesses of God; because we have testified of God

hat he raised up Christ: whom he raised not
chlps; if so be thatpthe dead rise not. For if the
dead rige not, then is not Christ raised: and if
Christ be not raised, your faith is vain; ye are
yet in your sins. Then they also which are
fallen asleep in Christ are perished. If in this
life only we have hope in Christ, we are of all
men most miserable. But now is Christ risen
from the dead, and become the firstfruits of
them that slept, For since by man came death,
by man came also the resurrection of the dead.
For as in Adam all die, so in Christ shall all be
‘made alive. But every man in his own order;
Christ the firstfruits; afterward they that are
Christ’s at his coming. Then cometh the end,
when he shall have delivered up the kingdom to
God, even the Father; when he shall have put
down all rule and all authority and power. Kor
he must reign, till he hath put all enemies under
his feet. The last enemy that shall be destroyed
is death.”—1 Corinthiang 15: 3, 4, 12-26.
Paraphrasing the Apostle’s words he says:
‘“Jesus was resurrected. This statement is
either true or false. If he was resurrected, it
1s a guarantee that all the dead shall be resur-
rected. Tf there is no resurrection, then they

~ also which are fallen asleep in Christ are per-
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ished.’ To perish means to cease to exi

one could perish and he in eternal tfﬁiﬁtig
the same time. Thus the Apostle shows that
Instead of being in conscious torment the dead
are in the tomb, the hell of the Bible; that in
God’s due time they shall be awakened out of
death, every an m his own order; and that
during the reign of Christ he will de’stroy even
death, which is man’s great enemy. Thus is
conclusively proved the fact that the dead in
hell will be brought out through the power of
the resurrection through Christ Jesus This
great boon and blessing to mankind ig to he

granted during the reign of Christ, after his

second coming,

A complete discussion of th i
L e phil
the ransom sacrifice and the awaﬁeni?asf? 13)}111);:' g
death is to be found in Volumes T aﬁd V of

STUDIES 1N THE SCRIPTURES.

Tl WHO ARE IMMORTATL?

OTtality means not suhie .
means inherent life, We haVer;etntfc)hgi? ?}g};.n f:
not mmortal. The devil is not immortal: for
St. Paul plainly says that Christ, in due time
will destroy_ the devil. (Hebrews 2:14) The
teachers of incandescent brimstone as the fate

of the wicked, have tol i
fireman of hell. e told us that the devil is the

when Satan is destroyed, will ke :
; ep up the fire?

talstt Paul._tells us that God onlyphalzh immlr;i'-
F ?; hy (1 Timothy 6: 16) Jesus stated that the
ather would grant him this honor, The Apos-

n; Upon the authorit
positive statements that the devil isy tgszhg?: "
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tle tells us that God did grant it unto Jeésus.
(John 5:26; Philippians 2:9-11) Those who
compose the members of Christ’s body, and are

‘granted membership in his kingdom, likewise

will receive the prize of immortality; but none
other.—1 Corinthians 15:53,54; Rev. 2:10.

RESTORATION OF THE WORLD i
During the reign of Christ the living shall he
first granted an opportunity for life; and the

" obedient ones shall be restored to perfection of

mind and body, and dwell on the earth forever.
The dead shall be awakened, and likewise given
a trial for life. (2 Timothy 4:1; Acts 17:31;
0:19-24) In this trial time, during the reign of

. Christ, those who wilfully disobey the Lord

-shall be punished by everlasting destruction.
(Acts 3:23; Psalm 145:20) This destruction
was pictured by Gehenna (in our Bibles trans-
lated 4ell), from which there is no resurrection.

THE RICH MAN AND LAZARUS

The seribes and Pharisees were the principal
men of Israel. They were leaders in the relig-
ious, as well as the political, part of that nation.
On one occasion, when our Lord was speaking
to them, he uttered the words which are gener-
ally recognized as the parable of the Rich Man
and Lazarus. The complete text of his utter-
-ance is as follows: : :

“There was a certain rich man, which was
clothed in purple and fine linen, and fared
sumptuously every day: and there was a certain
beggar named Lazarus, which was laid at his
gate, full of sores, and desiring to be fed with

A
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the crumbs which fell from the rich man’s table:
moreover the dogs came and licked his sores.
And it came to pass, that the beggar died, and
was carried by the angels into Abraham’s
bosom: the rich man also died, and was buried:
and in hell he lift up his eyes, heing in tor-
ments, and seeth Abraham afar off, and Laza-
rus-in his bosom. And he ecried and said,
Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send
Lazarus, that he may dip the tip of his finger
in water, and cool my tongue; for I am tor-

mented in this flame. But Ahraham said, Son,
‘Temember that thou in th

thy good things, and li
things: but now he is comforted, and thou art
tormented. And heside all this, between us and
you there is a great gulf fixed: so that they
which would pass from hence to you cannot;
neither can they pass to us, that would come
from thence. Then he said, I pray thee thero-
fore, father, that thou wouldest send him to my
father’s house : for T have five brethren ; that he
may testify unto them, lest they also come into
this place of torment, Abraham saith unto him,
They have Moses and the prophets; let them
hear them., And he said, Nay, father Abraham:
but if one went unto them from the dead, they
will repent. And he said unto him, If they hear
not Moses and the prophets, neither will they.
be persuaded, though one rose from the dead.”
—Luke 16:19-31. ‘
Ecclesiastical teachers insist that thi
tural statement is
literally construed.

s Serip-
not a parable, but must be
They confidently rely upon

y lifetime receivedst
kewise TLazarus evil

* e

B s i T

e
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i Ity of the
it as proof conclusive that the pena
isicalgeclij is conscious torment in flames of fire,

‘eternal in duration, from which there 1s no pos-

\ i t is found
i relief. If the Seriptural statemen
zlt?tletf)e]é?lpport the theory of eternal torturfi,:
then that doctrine is without Seriptural suppo
il.
anywhere, and must fal e
_- %Onsidér carefully the words of our Lord

‘There used, view them as though literal, and see

i led.
pasonable conclusion we are le .
togzl;g;’rthe rich man, wore l%oid closfén%ha{ﬁg
: ; at day. Not another [
had plenty to eat ea.ch ‘ ) e
i ] against him, so far as the re g
lc?ofg:?gilla%ﬁs wealtl,l that he possessed, his

'~ fine apparel and splendid food, may have been

1 " tl i f such is suf-
i to him. If the possession o
%iggnlt reason to send one to eternal tortur(;ei,‘
then fully ninety perce?t tOf ’cl}et efrl}ifg??]r?lhey
- day are in danger of eternal . The
21;; ric%(l in favor a?nongst men, if not so rich in

f clothing,
lary. They wear the very best o 11D,
Z?)lgrgav‘a pleynty to eat, and manage t{) e%t ]1)2
Tf torment in flames of fire is the penalty to w
suffered by man because he possessefs llsghe
things, what then couigl W?R engi?;:Ht:r b;nza 58
ich, such as Mr. Rock Mr.
%giyr?o%d? Surely no one is so unreasonabl;
as to believe that these men should be tortull;1 !
eternally hecause they gavelm%?:l r;g;l(;;;,opeat
ty of good clothes, and sp enb1 S0
] ly no one is so unreasonable as
3%?;: zf j%st and wise God would send a mant_to
eternal torment becaunse he is frugal, energetic,

‘)purse; and most of them receive a comfortable
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and amasses a large amount of money, wears
good clothes and eats well.

Look for a moment at the other man, Laza-
rus, and what is claimed for him. Eeclesiasties

answer: “He died and went to heaven, and

awakened in Abraham’s bosom.” If heaven is
only the size of Abraham’s bosom, then a very
few will be there, and most of the ecclesiastical
teachers would be Ieft out. But what had Laza-
rus done to warrant the giving to him the great
prize of heavenly glory and ease? The Scripture
answers: He was a poor beggar, had no regular
food, was anxious to eat the crumbs that fell
from the rich man’s table, was full of sores, lay
at the rich man’s gate, and the dogs came and
licked his sores. If that is the fixed rule to the

heavenly way, then everyone who hopes to go to °

heaven must become a beggar, lie at the gate of
some rich man, eat the crumbs that fall from
the rich man’s table, be full of sores, and have
the dogs come and lick him. Ts there a sensible
man on earth who believes that such are the
divine requirements to get one into heaven?
How many clergymen and advocates of eternal
torture, who hope to go to heaven, are willing to
prove their belief that this is the way, by he-
coming beggars, having sores all over them,
lying at some rich man’s gate, and then letting
the dogs lick them? Not 2 single one will at-
tempt it; for not a single one honestly believes it.
Furthermore, these ecclesiastical teachers say
that Dives, the rich man, died and in hell lifted
up his eyes. Where is the man who ever saw a
dead man lift up his eyes? '
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robably the most absurd part of the literal
in’ilr‘%?etafion of this text is that Dlve‘.s, 11% the
midst of a burning lake of fire and bm:c}ﬂs %1;,;
eries to Lazarus to come a long distance to d
with a single drop of water on his finger, %53}11
put it on his tongue to cool his tongue in & e
flame. How absolutely unreasonable! If the r%
is such as it is claimed by these advocatgs 0t
hell fire and brimstone, then Lazarus coullj III;D{-,
get within twenty feet of the fire with a bucke
of water; and surely a single drop of Wate};[hqn
his finger would evaporate before he was within
rds of Dives. ! j i
foiylis’rciral interpretation of this scrlp‘El}re %s
shocking to reason. It is more than shocking ?c
justice and love. A literal interpretation ca_nni)
be true. Besides, the Seriptures conclusively
prove that the dead are unconseious, hence can-
not be in torment. What then does this saying
rd mean? _
Ofﬂ(_?}lllg fI(J)(I)lowing explanation is confidently Suhf—
mitted as appealing to the reasonable mn:t 0
the person who knows the historical facts:

i riptural statement is a parable. The
1'1311]15118&1? CSY].‘Il)lboliZBS or represents the nation of
Israel. The beggar, Lazarus, symbolizes or irep;
resents the Gentiles of earth who for a onﬁ
time were without God and without hope, anl
who desired to be in harmony with God. Isra;
was the only nation with which God ever ma ei
a covenant. Ile gave to that peqple a royl?
promise. (Exodus 19: 5, 6) He gave to them 3
Law; he sent to them the prophets. He reqpllred
them to be taught of the Law., He establishe
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amongst them the true religion, He shielded
them from other nations and peoples round
about. He promised them that they should not
only have the position of royalty, but that if
they kept his covenant they should become the
greatest nation of earth, and through them all
other nations should he blessed.

Long years thereafter, when they had depart-
ed from their covenant, and when Jehovah pur-
posed to punish them, he said to Israel: “You
only have I known of all the families of the
earth: therefore T will punish you for all your
iniquities.” (Amog 3: 2) That nation, therefore,
enjoyed riches at the hands of J ehovah. The
royal robes, of purple and fine linen, symbholize
royalty and righteousness, which promise the
nation had. They received a great favor above
everything else at Jehovah’s hand when Jesus
came to them, and to no other people. (John
1:11) The Jews, as a nation, were favored
every way. (Romans 3:1,2) The scribes and
Pharisees, the leaders of Israel, rejected the
Lozd; therefore the nation was cast off, just as
Jesus foretold. The royal promises were taken
from them as Jesus said: “The kingdom of God
shall be taken from you, and given to-a nation
bringing forth the Truits thereof.” (Matthew
21:43) Officially, Jesus withdrew God’s favor
when he wept over Jerusalem and said: “Be-
hold, your house is left unto you desolate.”
(Matthew 23:38) Thereafter, the nation of
Israel was completely destroyed. The rich man,
the nation of Israel, therefore died; but the

peoples composing that nation lived on, Gener-

»
}

3
e
¥
|
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ation after generation have come and gone, and
that people have been in a condition of torment
ever since; for they have heen hunted like wild
animals hunted to their dens, They have been
persecuted for centuries. The rich man, there-
fore, represents both the J ewish nation as a
polity and the people making up that nation.
After the nation was dead, the people of Israe]
have been suffering great torment, and time
and again have cried unto the Gentiles for help.

Lazarus also died. Death means a change of
condition. For an individual it means a change
of condition from entity to nonentity. Mo g
nation or people it may mean a change from
nonentity to entity, It may mean a change from
no favor to some favor, The death of Lazarus,
therefore, pictured the old conditions under
which the Gentiles had existed as passing over.
God’s favor came to the Gentiles from the day
of Cornelius. To thig day the Lord has heen
favoring the Gentiles with the prospects of the

ingdom.

Abraham, many times in the Scriptures, is
used as a type of Johovah. The bosom is g
picture of a condition of favor; therefore Taza-
rus in Abraham’s bosom pictures the Gentiles
In the favor of God. When the Jews refused to
accept the gospel, and therefore rejected the
promises for the royalty of heaven, St. Paul
said: “It was necessary that the word of God
should first have been spoken to you [Jews]:

t seeing ye put it from you, and judge your-
selves unworthy of everlasting life, lo, we turn
to the Gentiles.”—Acts 13: 46, |
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The remainder of the parable we interpret by
paraphrasing the language of the Scriptures as
follows; The Jews, persecuted by people of
every nation, have cried to God for help and
have prayed Jehovah to send Gentiles to their
aid to relieve them in their distress. They have
asked for water, which symbolizes the truth,
that they might he relieved. God has said to
~ them in substance: Remember that when you
were in my favor you had all the good things,
and the Gentiles [the Lazarus class] the bad

things. But now the Centiles are comforted -

with the promise of the kingdom, and you are
tormented by your enemies. Besides, there is a
great gulf fixed between you and the Gentiles,
and that gulf is this: You reject the Lord Jesus
Christ as your Redeemer and Messiah and re-
fuse to become Christians; therefore you will
not and cannot be Christians and become Gen-
tiles. A Gentile cannot become a Jew and put
himself under the Law, nor even attempt to do
03 for he would thereby deny Christ Jesus as
the Messiah.

As to the five brethren: The people of Judea,
at the time this parable was ufttered, were
divided; part of them known as the tribe of

Judah, the other as the tribe of Benjamin, while -

many had never returned from Babylon. If the
rich man represented the Jewish natfion, com-
posed now generally of the tribes of Benjamin
and Judah, the other five would well represent
the Jews who were seattered abroad amongst
the other peoples. The request is introduced

=

- they would not he P

~ should be ignorant of
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in this parable doubtless
‘ ss to show th d’
zz,vgw};arg (;%ased toward the ten tribeg‘tasth ‘?v%ﬁ
0se more directly in t i
the Lord Jesus. The ten tri R e
s e n tribes had disregarded
prophets. They did
to the land of promise: and . s
tribes, through their Iéaaén e
i _ ers, had rejeet
%V}(’)ll(;di: glt?fiz%y 1fgl£rn£g lgoses and the'];(la"oi;ih;?se
01 the Liord Jesus. Theref )
the request that some i
_ me one be sent to th
g;?it%ien’ the reply is given: They haf,)ve lsfoﬁsgg
€ prophets. If they will not hear these
]

; ersua -
raised from the dead, aded even if one were

Those living in the i
) he present time, g i
Brgv th;sfﬁgz ;};at God’s favor is ret’*urrxlltiingl’fgetshsé
5 promised, by faith vel
extraneous evidence can 1 e
early see that thi
great gulf between the J(éw ) S
¢ f : s and @ I
?Selggogilgggjd ;1 tilat tf:}h.e selection of thzngfusrg}f
complete ; that the new co 1
soon be in operation d e
Israelites shall have th e
] Aeir eyes of understand-
g opened and he permitted } i
edge of the truth, acce t Clcl sl i B
ang brieceive the b’lessingrs of111i§f2.as i
S was what St. Paul evidently had in min
gl;elg gg}n}}g to the Gentile Christf’angifl:%lggg
ald: “For I wonld go_t, brethren, that yé
0 1S mystery, 1
;I;g;ﬂid be Wise In your own conceits; fhateﬁfin}cf
e I part is happened to Israel, until the gl
Iess, Iof the . Gentiles be come in. And so ]i
srael shall be saved: as it is written, The?'e
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i i d shall
out of Sion the Deliverer, and shal -
%1?1111 ;w?rl;]; ungodliness fI‘O}I;Il Ji %co}‘lb.ul:oi eﬂ;}é ;;
' shall ta i
my covenant unto them, N 285127) i A
their sins.” (Romans 11:25- o 2t
ly shows that when the fulness o
léeglftﬁ};a]geycome in, then opportunity for Israel
to be restored will be due.
OThis wonderful lesson the Lord J esu:ghwa_s
here teaching in paraboh.c}:l p_hrase‘tc; E::I}ll:e Saér]%:
sees who, because of their amﬁ(l)a el
esteem and self-importance, would o
S from this, that the
Others can learn a lesson U s
f God should not he lightly , bu
i%;ﬁii;tion thereof should be manifested. This

instead of -
ic statement of our Lord, ins of |
Egll;ggg}cli% g'st%e doctrine of eternal torture, fore-

justi ted against
the justice of Jehovah execu gal
2,}132’(5)1‘;? that] rejected his favors (i ?néi tlll(]).so Igl‘i'lsé
. ini 1 oV
tice is administered in mercy an 2y
i v d would take away
to that time when the Lor o
ir bli o to them the blessings
their blindness and bring i S
i rlasting. It also shows the peop
(])ﬁgrlzi% g:fs theybmissed the greatest gnze 03§
heavenly royalty because of the wickedness o
th%]ﬁl}iig;rl;s can get a 1essori hfroin tc]ius; I;ngdfgé
i i ord a
Their leaders are ignoring the S e
dant testimony of his presence, _th
%?s;gix?gs that his kingdom will bring. This n]g
due to the fact that the mo_de?ﬁ Ph;;lie%e;l iny
i W
other leaders are standing in the wa i
th. There is a certain
who would accept the tru Sl L
ibility upon all in propo i
ll;:?i)%ﬂ?gé. %:Z[en%e he who hears should use his
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reasoning faculties and reach conclusion him-
self and not be blindly led by the blind guides.

These ecclesiastical leaders have defamed the
name of Jehovah by inducing many to believe
that God has fixed a place of eternal torment
for his creatures, when the Lord plainly said
that no such wicked thing ever entered his mind,
The religious leaders of the Jews turned to
Baal worship, and builded altars to burn their

-+ sons with fire, claiming that they were author-

ized by God thus to do. This deyil worship,
instituted by the ancient Israelites, has been
the hasis for the doctrine of eternal torture by
their counterparts. Concerning them, God,
through the prophet, said: “They have built
also the high places of Baal, to burn their sons
with fire for burnt offerings unto Baal, which
I commanded not, nor spake it, neither came it
into my mind.” (Jeremiah 19:5) “And they
built the high places of Baal, which are in the
valley of the son of Hinnom, fo cause their sons
and their daughters to pass through the fire
anto Molech, which I commanded them not,
neither came it into my mind, that they should
do this abomination, to cause Judah fo sin.”
—Jeremiah 32: 35,

If it had never entered the mingd of Jehovah
to resort to such a wicked thing, then how could
it possibly have entered his mind, long hefore
that or since, to fix a lake of fire and brimstone
in which his sons and his daughters must bhe
tormented day and night without any hope or

relief? Eternal torment is without support in

the parable of the Rich Man and Lazarus.
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THE THIEF IN PARADISE
Advoecates of hell-fire torment find another
favorite text which they claim sustains their
osition. It is that of the thief in paradise.
(Luke 23:39-43) The contention is that the
thief died and went that same day to heaven,
and that heaven is here called Paradise; there-
by proving that the dead are conscious imme-
diately after death and continue so. They argue
"with force that if this is true, then the wicked
dead must be in congcious torment. Some of
them will say that though the wicked be not in
actual fire, yet being conscious, they are suffer-
ing mental anguish, We freely admit that if
the Scriptures prove that the dead are conscious
while dead, and before the resurrection, then
the position of these contenders is sustained by
this text. But the Scriptures show that the
dead are unconscious. Is it possible, then, that
the words of the Master are contradictory of
every plain statement of the Bible? f
e An examination of the Lord Jesus’ words
here concerning the thief establishes beyond a
doubt that his statement is entirely in harmony
with every text, and does not in the slightest
tend to show that the thief was alive the day
that he died or at any time since. Jesus was
crucified on the cross between two thieves. One

of the two malefactors who were hanged with

him railed on him, saying, “If thon be Christ,
save thyself and us. But the other answering
rebuked him saying, Dost not thou fear God,
seeing thou art in the same condemnation? And

we indeed justly; for we receive the due reward
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of our deeds: hut this
( g _ man hath d i
g};nss. And he said unto J esus, Lo?? ?ginh;;g
Thre 131?6%‘73’?;1 ﬂllou C((i)l;l}?st into thy k,ingdom »
us showe at he believed ,
be the Messiah - that J By
. 3 esus would ha, i
(Siaoililil, ullll?cgciiﬁf %ske.(% this favor, “ﬁda.}igfé
erily T sa
shalt thou be with meyin ;:fac}lligég’ il

Advocates of conseio i
: us torment ingi
%};}ﬁ ;cei};t t%rc;x;;s ihaicl the thief went to I;:Jf‘aglisag
» 10 neaven) that verv d
was with Jesus; for, as they say, J egusagtaaf;gg

~that he should he with him that day. The

Scriptures prove ¢ i
) \ onclusively that this ;
}‘ferl(lm%}.l Jesus died, went to hell; and sta,};esd illf
(Pszl lmelgral%e, im; tléree days. He was dead
. -LU5 Acts 2:27) The apost] -
‘a}ffeawards speaking of the Lord Eg:use Ea?i?ilz
. aI} ti{hat he was buried, and that he rose
; %Cgrinilfggg (}gy ‘f)ce(?[l;di_ng to the scriptures.”
that Jesus had 1.101; be L
. en to heay i
glégfie .}e}:lsrlfg Sd@gst; f%" when he rosee?rofllllrg‘g
aid to Mary: “Touch s
:2[{)’%?7)1101?* ytzt gscended to my Fatl?éi 5 C"(t.],’oj;(l);[‘
VL) torty days thereafter Je - i
his disciples on the Mo e
le unt of Olives and

Egh‘g?elinﬁ And when he had spoken these tl?ilgl()kse
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J » benold, two men stood by them i
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z?,fter Jesus had spoken these words to the thief
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he ascended into heaven. If the thief went to
heaven the same day that Jesus and the thief
were crucified, then the thief got to heaven
forty-three days ahead of the Lord.

Thus we see that it is utterly impossible to
reconcile the construction that the hell-fire ad-
vocates place upon this text with the fact that
Jesus did not ascend to heaven for forty-three

days after his crucifixion. What, then, is the®

reason for this misunderstanding? It is a sim-
ple matter. The confusion has all come about

by men trying to twist the Word of God to

make it appear that the dead are conscious.
Doubtless they did this in all good conscience,

having themselves first been taught that the

dead are conscious somewhere. When they came
to the translation of this text, it was an easy
matter to make it appear that the facts con-
cerning the thief support their theory. .

The New Testament was translated from the
Greek into the English language. In the Greek
langnage there were no punctuation marks at
the time these words were written. Punctua-
tion marks were invented i the early part of
_ the sixteenth century. The translators had no
authority whatsoever to put a comma affer
the word “thee” and the emphasis on the word
“today.” Now read the text with this following
thought in mind: Jesus was dying upon the
cross. The thief was dying upon the cross. The
thief asked a favor, and that favor was that
Jesus should remember him, the thief, when he
came into his kingdom. The reply was, to para-
phrase Jesus’ words: ‘I have heard what you
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have gaid. T note your request. I
I}QW.’ “I say to thee this céay, Thoiayslfglty%g
w1t‘h me i paradise.” Paradise is from the word
paradeisos. It is an Oriental word. It means
a park, an Eden, so rendered by all the best
authorities. Tt does not mean heaven. It means
the restored earth during the Millennial age
- When Jesus went to heaven he bade his (.h's-
ciples pray: “Thy kingdom come. Thy will he
6{')111-8 In earth as it is in heaven.” (Matthew
:10) Chrl_stla,ps have been praying for the
coming of his kingdom since that dayt.) So it is

 clear that the kingdom referred to by the thief

was a long way in the future. What is really

~ 'meant by paradise ig the kingdom of God on

earth under the control of Christ Lessi
During his Millennial reign Chrifjétt'}&igl%\%fftlit
thi q;e}?rth_ lt((}) an Kden, Paradise. Isaiah wrote-
€ wilderness, and the solitary place. 5 .
be glad for them: and the desert ?;}fﬂ?créjoll}sil
a}nd blossom as the rose. It shall blossom abun.
i ]imﬂy, and rejoice even with joy and singing ;
e glory of Lebanon shall he given unto i, the
excellency of Carmel and Sharon: they éhall
see the glory of the Lord, and the e;ccellency of
lce;ur God. Strengthen the weak hands, and con-
f|mr1 the feeble knees. Say to them that are of a
G‘earful_ heart, Be strong, fear not; behold, your
od will come with vengeance, even God with
a recompence; he will come and save you. Then

. the eyes of the blind shall he opened, and the

ears of the deaf shall be unsto

. opped. Th

E}%et-%lame man leap as an hart, and thee‘?oi};%g
e dumb sing: for in the wilderness shall
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; reak out, and streams in the desert.
X?ﬁier‘fh;) parched,ground shall become a pool,
and the thirsty land springs of water: in the
habitation of dragons where each lay, shall be
grass, with reeds and rushes. And an highway
shall be there, and a way, and it shall be called,
The way of holiness; the unclean shall not pass
over it; but it shall be for those: the wayfaring
men, though fools, shall not err therein. No
lion shall be there, nor any ravenous heast shall
go up thereon, it shall not be found there: but
the redeemed shall walk there. And the ran-
somed of the Lord shall return, and come to
Zion with songs and everlasting joy upon their
heads: they shall obtain joy and ggadnes.s, and
sorrow and sighing shall flee away.”—Isaiah 35,

The prophet Ezekiel, concerning the earth
during I?ch:;}’)c time, says: “The land that was
desolate is become like the garden of Hden.
(Ezekiel 36:35) During that Millennial reign
of Christ the thief will be awakened out of
death. He is in the grave now. He has the
promise from Jesus that he shall be in para-
dise under the supervision of the Lord. Thus
an understanding of the divine plan clarifies
this seripture that has long troubled many hon-
est people. Briefly stated, Jesus said to the
thief: T am dying now. I am going to have a
kingdom. T will restore the earth. Tt shall be-

come like the garden of Fiden, a paradise. But

i 11
I say unto you today that at that time you sha
bes glso inyparadise.’ And thus the last prop
falls from under the hell-fire screechers, and the
name of Jehovah stands vindieated.
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WHO WANTS ETERNAL TORMENT?

In desperation the advocates of eternal tor-
ment will reply: If there is a heaven there
must be a hell, a place of torture for the wicked.’
But you never heard of one of these advocates
who wanted such a place for himself or for any
of his loved ones or even for his dog or other
dumb animals. He always wants such a place
for some one he does not like, He does not stop
to think that he who would desire to see another
in eternal agony would be so devoid of any sense
of justice or love that he himself would be un-
worthy of life or of any favors that flow out
from life. The apostle John says that he that
hateth his brot
any one who would want another creature tor-
tured would have nothing in his heart for that
creature but hatred. (I John 3:15) There is
not an honest man under the sun who would
cast a dumb brute into g boiling caldron, or who
would slowly burn one to death with a red-hot
poker. Tt is only a perverted mind, made so by
the wicked influence of the evil one, that could
advocate such torture of any creature,

SHEEP AND GOATS
Our Lord gave utterance to another parable,

known generally as the parable of the Sheep
and Goats. All must admit that this is a para-

“ble; for surely the Lord would not devofe his
time to the dividing of literal sheep from litera]
goats. The parable relates to the time of the

second coming of the Lord, The sheep men-
tioned by him without doubt symbolize a class
of people who have a desire for righteousness

her is a murderer; and surely -
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i1l id - triving
willingness to aid those who are 8
?ﬁ)}%{: right; %r?herg&s iﬁlhe goaltescg*e&ﬁ?:ag rzi.sefss
of people who wilfully neg e
em hecause they are risti
%‘Eﬁ: ?ﬁ:nglnals very fittingly represent thle t}:vc;
classes. A sheep is an inoffensive anima .tt ?S
would not harm any one; whereas the %O?t'
‘rude, unruly, disobedient and cruel,d ultmii
ever%rbody as opportunity is afforde i
quite easy to locate these two classes oblpe Pth
at this day. Jesus concludes this parable w::3 !
the statement that the goat class receive ev

lasting punishment, but that the righteous go

i ife eternal.
miﬁrgfﬂ(ayesigﬁed, the parable as we understand

i his: The Lord’s invisible presence
gﬁagse %L’Ill'int 1874. For forty years theregfter 12
the period of preparation for his king OIil,g &
stated in the Scriptures. This brings us to-lf b s’
at which time the Lord took unto himse s
power to begin his reign, and the naltlong WO I; i
angry. (Revelation 11:18) (See‘ fg}lﬁan % 5
plete proof s;(-::\tT forth ];.n’,bociﬁis, “%ile (I)-?:rp of
1V ill Never Die” a e Harp of
Elovcir’l’% gl%lgoat class pretend to be Christians;
and .yet they neglect others who are ChI‘lStl&._ll)flSé
and not only refuge }1;0 minister unto them, bu
o violence toward them. .
: The facts show that this is exactly vyha_t hai
oceurred from 1914 and since. The rpa;g_mty (:'L')n
the clergymen, of the various denomina 1onstecl
the countries involved in the war, advocg. +
war; and not only neglected bhut persecute la.
other Christians who had conscientious seruples
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against killing their fellow man., These clergy-
men, and the principal of their flock, maligned
and misrepresented humble Christians. The

entered into a conspiracy and turned these
away from their doors, caused them to be ill-
treated, put many of them into prison, and
then, while they were in prison, failed to min-
ister unto their needs. They went even further,
and tried to keep these in prison. All this time
they claimed to represent the Lord and to
preach Christ’s kingdom. At the same time
there was another class of Christian men and
women who treated their fellow Christians
kindly. If they found some who held conscien-
tious scruples against war, they were kind to
them. If they found them in prison, they minig-
tered unto them. They did this kindness be-
cause. they believed these humble ones to be
followers of the Lord Jesus Christ.

The Lord shows a division of these profess-
ing Christians into two classes. He shows that
his fayor is with all those who have a disposi-
tion toward righteousness: and if these advance
on to righteousness they shall have eternal life
during his reign, He shows his disapproval of
those who possess a wicked heart and a perse-
cuting disposition, and indicates that all who
would persist in manifesting this unkind, op-
presgive and Dersecuting disposition toward

« the followers of Jesus beeanse they are Chris-

tians should be punished. Concerning such he

said: “These shall go into everlasting punish-
ment.” '

. As heretofore set forth, punishment does not
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mean torment. The laws of the land would not
permit any creature to be tormented. Our law
makers are not more righteous than God. We
have shown heretofore from the Scriptures that
conscious torment in fire never entered the mind
of Jehovah. The greatest punishment man can
inflict upon another who is a criminal is death.
_ The Lord pointed out that the greatest punish-
ment that he inflicts upon any of his creatures is
death, or destruction, from which there is to be
no resurrection. As to the kind of punishment
here meant by the Lord there can be no doubt,
for the reason that he said: “Depart from me,
ye cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared for the
devil and his angels.” (Matthew 25:41) Now
it must be admitted that the goat class here will
suffer the same punishment that the devil suf-
fers; and his punishment the Apostle clearly
states will be destruction. (Hebrews 2: 14)
Hence the punishment inflicted upon the class
mentioned in this parable is destruction; and
cince the destruction is everlasting, therefore
the punishment is everlasting. i
Mhe everlasting fire here mentioned does not
mean everlasting torment; for fire never pre-
serves anything that has life. In order to be
preserved in fire an article must have a thick
asbestos coat. It would follow then that if God
purposed to put the devil and his angels into
a place like that, in order to keep them from
being destroyed he would have to furnish them
with heavy asbestos coats or covering. But the
word pumishment used in this text is from the
Greek word kolasis, and means everlasting oul-

- resurrection. And t

. 80 that no man acai
- . ]l
(1ah 33:24) When people quit d

.. Hell, the grave, the

destryction, from which there
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ting off. The a ikewi

tg 017. Lue apostle Paul likewise sh

:cg‘a%;h (%Jllﬂfl};s%llment means destruction.s I{-)I:Ss;hit-

structic;n afm]l?rf tggn;)?led Withf everlasting ge:
1 . bresence of the

from the glory of his power.”—9 &‘EBISJS rg’. gnd

LAKE OF FIRE

o e.%ézcl}zedof fire and brimstone is several tim
oy .19.; : .1130‘c'he book of Revelation. (Revelg,S
Revelat:ion’i; x:vi?t,tii’ }1? ;‘sgyrlnzbS)l AlIl‘ i tha1:
5 s ols. FY i
mseeac-ln:saa dsymbol of destruction, Ge.l}fgni;r% i
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ad in hell shﬁll be brought out 1]:1 tﬁ:
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%{ﬁlls [i;’;rfgfes]se‘grerg éza,st into the Ialg:ea;%l ggg
_ > second eath. And whos ;

;;tha f%;md] \ivrn.ten in the book of .lliofeosgae; s
Withou? ake of fire.” (Revelation 20'1861&? ;
ﬁestrucﬁ question t_he lake of fire rep‘res_ t)
fe destrég}c}d peﬁh 18 not conseions: yet it ?ﬁ?ﬂi

: yed by the raising of the peg;

of death and giving them healt]l":3 gﬁg])é%rgﬁg?tlﬁt
will say: I am sick. (Isa-’

thereby be destroyed, ying, death will

3 ' state of de 1S
aestroyed also; and eVery omne ofaglza ITSNiE(I):e%e
3

who are not worth i
Who ar. y of life e 1
Into this lake, the second defl?l?,r {c?litlé}og;;d?ifeo;affg
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tion. God has promised to destroy death and
the grave. (Hosea 13:14) He will make good
that promise. “All the wicked will he destroy.”
(Psalm 145:20) All the obedient ones will be
granted life everlasting. “Then shall be brought
fo pass the 'saying that is written, Death is
swallowed up in victory. O death, where is thy
- sting? O grave, where is thy victory#’—1 Cor-
inthians 15: 54, 55.

TURNED INTO HELL

The Psalmist says that the wicked shall be
turned into hell, and all the nations that forget
God, This means that those who are wicked
shall be turned into the condition of death, and
all the nations which forget God shalldie as
nations. And when the Lord’s kingdom is in
control, these wicked nations shall never again
come forth. .

God could not be just, and fail or refuse to
carry out the penalty of his own law. Man
sinned and must suffer the penalty of death.
Qod could not set aside that judgment, but he
could consistently provide for its satisfaction
by permitting.another perfect man to take the
place of the perfect one who had sinned. Thus
Jove provided the great plan of redemption.
The gift of God is life through Jesus Christ our
Lord, who redeemed the race and who offers
life everlasting to all who will accept and obey

him.—Romans 6: 23.

For more than six thomsand years human-
kind have fallen victims to the enemy death.
Generations have come and gone, moving like
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@ great stream rapidly in its down
; ward
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in the evening of old age T 1 i
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1 gently search
Itilise f:ggtalr% ?if' eteénal youth, tgat thl;y igiéglt‘
Ve and not die. Scientists have sea i
every direction to find some way to ﬁi;dt];g
ravages of the great enemy. All have failed

MILLIONS RETURNING FROM HELL S0
_ ON
Swlge?th, a silent and relentless monster, has
.timév-% (;'ifwxay Iﬂl]:l{l:1ﬁn8 {)n times of peace al’ld in
_ var. as been no respecter of
sons. The rich and the poor, th e
weak, the ruler and thep eas e et
: sant—all h '
to a common level in de%tisan e
1 . In every a,
énhgﬁeiget%%%elphe questions have besgn %.Zkaeréq
_ 1ve again? Are we ain
]tlc;L geee 2;115 ?VE}? ones that are gone? ?[“fgss %?1112
e ese questions in ]
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tion, and in due time ha e e
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g)lrélb. S%rrpw has followed in the Wakeno? gllg
] mhy. ‘hIS great sorrow is pictured by the
%:qrop et of God speaking to the mother ween;
or %1};31’ dead children: A
us saith the Lord, A voice i
_ was
E:;lj?r?:g ]?me:ritatlolﬂ, 1a,nc’}[ bitter Weepin?aRrgh];}
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f[‘oﬁ';zdsi?;'hhfﬁ elgldrlen, because theyowléiecr(ig%_
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weeping, and thine eyes from t e
) S ears: f
wqus".shall be rewarded, saith the Lorgf ;gg
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they shall come again from the land of the
enemy. And there is hope in thine end, saith
the Lord, that thy children shall come again to
their own border.” (Jeremiah 31:15-17) Death
is here deseribed as the land of the enemy;

and those left behind have heen hidden to have

hope that in due time their loved ones shall
come again to their own border. Those who
have heeded the Word of the Lord and exer-

cised faith in his Word have been comforted

by the words of St. Paul, who wrote:

“But I would not have you to be ignorant,
brethren, concerning them which are asleep,
that ye sorrow not, even as others which have
no hope. For if we believe that Jesus died and
rose again, even so them also which sleep in
Jesus will God bring with him.”—1 Thessalc-
nians 4:13, 14,

Jesus of Nazareth, the beloved Son of God.
that great Day-spring from heaven that visited
the people, said:

“Marvel not at this: for the hour is coming,
in the which all that are in the graves shall
hear his voice, and shall come forth: they that
have done good, unto the resurrection of life:
and they that have done evil, unto the resurrec-
tion of damnation.”—dJohn 5: 28, 29.

Here the Master definitely states that those
who have done good shall come forth to the
resurrection of life, and that those who have
done evil (all have been born evil, and only
those who have turned to the Lord have done
good) shall come forth to a resurrection by
judgment. This word “judgment” is mistrans-
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lated in our Bible “damnation.”
Ee no judgment without a trial, Frgll:eggr 01{?{:,13
er's words, then, all shall have g trial for life
Corj;o];oratmg this St. Paul writes: s
_ “And have hope toward God
shall be a resurrection of the dead .bf)l‘:ﬁtot’:fhg}ll.:
Just and unjust.” (Acts 24:15) ﬁope means
eicpectmg a_thing and looking forward with
%_ea‘sure and joy to the coming of that thing,
%}Jlfﬂho_ns have gone into the tomb, the hell of
! e Blﬁ)le ; and many of their loved ones behind
lax{{e ad hope for their future. They have
ooked forward to a time when the dead might
be restored and again be with their loved ones,

TIME IMPORTANT

Long centuries have come an
. ; . : d ;
with each succeeding year the Wearygg;ﬁ;’hgif
while in this present life, have asked: “When
}:nll the resurrection he 7 God’s Word z-a,nsweresrf
In due time.” He is working out his great plan
according to his own sovereign will, His I\)Vis-
d0111_1s working exactly#in harmony Wiﬂ-]‘IDVE'
and in due time the tomb, that is to say the hell
O]f the Blb]e,' shall give up the dead and the
shall come forth. The hasis for the hope 3;
su% is the 11ie.-’-;}11'rectirm of our Lord. ' i
e apostle Paul plainly states that the
and resurrection of .J esu}s is a Z—h};?-;:]}t]ged?ﬂﬂz
the dead in their tombhs shall ecome fdrth a1
Co{t{;nth]ans 15:12-25) Again, he sa}}s; i
oh‘_Bennnse_ he hath appointed g dav. in the
;v 1tcha].1c will judge the world in J‘ighfe’ousness
¥ that man whom he hath ordained; whereof
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th given assurance unto all men, in that

%: hhgtllll 1'%1jsed him from the dead.”—Aects 17 hSh
 St. Peter says: “Times of refreshing s1 a.n
come from the face of Jehovah; and he s 1113.1
send Jesus Christ, which before was preachec

unto you: whom the heaven must receive until

i ituti 1 hich God
times of restitution of all things, w :
' E:zlasc-hns%oken by the mouth of all his holy plroph-
éts since the world began."—‘%&cts 2 119-2;[.
Again St. Paul writes: “The Lord gsgis
Christ, who shall judge the quick [the living

and the dead at his appearing and his kip_g- _

dom.”—2 Timothy 4: 1. e
do%hese and maiy other corroborative SCI1p-
tures prove conclusively that before the resm"ci
rection of the dead shall take place, the Lor

Jesus must come a second time; that he must

in judging the living; and that after judg-
131351 ﬁlggf zﬁ%%lg at his coming, then, durmgh tl'ie
kiigdom, the dead shall come forth. _Somef egg
understood that at the second coming o 1..3
Lord all the graves would be suddenly (1?]131-31 1? )
and all the dead immediately come for]:L L5 gt
this and other seriptures prove that Su’? bi?sﬁes
possible. First he comes; then he 95_3,“. piv s
his kingdom. First he judges the 11V111o£
then he calls forth the dead for judgment.
' HIS COMING
‘When Jesus was about to take his departure
from earth he said to his disciples: L x
“I go to prepare a place for you. A 1111 i
go and prepare a piace for you, I will cor
G T - 1.4, ; ¢
ag%%frlll.en I{Shgsgfnded into heaven, two angels

Hell—What Is It? Who Are There? 53

stood by and said to his disciples: ‘This same
Jesus shall come again.’ (Acts 1:11) All the
disciples believed in the second coming of the
Lord, and tanght concerning it. So thoroughly
was his second coming, the end of the old order
of things, and the setting up of his kingdom
mpressed upon the minds of his disciples that
three days before his death they propounded
to him this question: :

“Tell us, when shall these things be? and
what shall be the sign [proof] of thy coming,
and of the end of the world?” (Matthew 24: 3)
They understood from his answer that it wonld
be a long time. Jesus knoyw that those living on

- earth would recognize the time of his coming,

provided they were searching the Seriptures
and watching the fulfilment of prophecy. Those
whe have been watching and are now watching
can fully testify to thig fact.

Jesus answered the disciples by saying: “Fop
nation shall rise against nation, and kingdom
against kingdom: and there shall be famines,
and pestilences, and earthquakes [revolutions]
In divers places. All these are the beginning of

'Sorrows.” (Matthew 24:7,8) That is to say,

the ‘happening of these events would mark the
beginning of the sorrows of the old world and
the time of the end of the world and of his

- presence. These things have already been ful-

filled. They began to have their faulfilment in
1914; and other events stated by the Lord are
still in process of fulfilment. Ha said, in addi-
tion (o the ahove, that God’s favor would then
begin to return to the J ews, that there would



54 Hell—What Is It? Who Are There?

be a great falling away from the faith, that
there would be persecution of Christians, and
that upon earth would be distress of nations
with perplexity, men’s hearts failing them for
fear, becanse of what they sée coming upon the
earth. All these things are being fulfilled in our
day, bearing testimony to the fact that the Lord
Jesus iz present and that his kingdom is at
hand. Therefore, the time is here when, shortly
now, he shall begin the judgment and restora-
tion of those that are living, and in the course
of time those who are dead shall come forth.
Seeing that this testimony is so clear, cogent
and convincing, establishing the fact of the
Lord’s second presence, it can with confidence
be said that the resurrection of the dead will
soon begin. By the word “soon” we do not mean
next year, but, we confidently believe, before
another century passes away. That the restora-
tion judgments of the living are just at hand,
the evidences are convincing beyond a doubt.
[For a more exhaustive proof of this see the
books “Millions Now Living Will Never Die”
and “The Harp of God.”]

We are living today in the most wonderful:.

time during the six thousand years of man’s
history. The great Sun of Righteousness, the
Lord, the great King, is rising with healing in
his beams. The light is being shed forth, and

the vail of darkness and superstition that has

enshrouded men for centuries is lifting, and
many are beginning to take heart. They see
that the living shall live and not die, and that
their beloved dead shall be returned to them.

it

- and of Christ, and sha
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ment has been 4 great n
of earth, Happy is th

doctrine of eternal tor-
1ghtmarehto the peoples
il _ e man who no ;
tlﬁgttl't ’EIISI bpt a n,lghtmare, a dream; '\;erlieeglgi
; dlu‘ of God’s Word is certain, that the
_Ia are not conscious in torment but are
stlent In the tomb, and shal] be awakiened d
8Lven an opportunity for life, e

g TWO RESURRECTIONS

recﬁﬁ? ?)E(; t;m general (;[ ivisions of the resur-
ion ; * Known as the first or chief
‘ : i ; chief, the
g}t{%g;ta:?hgegc}nal ﬁr common to all of mankind
¢ Church. Thogse who icin. i

. 28 Ghurch,  Thoge participate in
e first resurrection are the Chr‘iﬂﬁﬂ.gﬂ who

have heen fai thful even unto death. Concern-

ing these the Lord sus, t
Ia?or, i 16 Lord Jegus, through the Reve.
“Blessed and holy i ~
‘ L holy 1s he that hath in th
}i;‘l;?}tl resurrection: on such the saéﬁg glogtl}?
1o power, but they shall he priests of God
ang 51 Il reign with hi 1
%ancll years.,” (Revelation 20: 6) ’1‘11112] gpﬁ%?e;
ggm Was 5o stirred with {he thought of partici-
bating in this first resurrection that he said;
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“T count all things but loss, for the excellency
of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord:
. . . that I may know him, and the power of

his resurrection. . . . If by any means I might
attain unto the resurrection of the dead.”—

Philippiang 3: 8-13.

These faithful ones have the promise from
" the Lord of the very highest form of life,
immortality, dwelling with him in glory. To

guch he said: “Be thou faithful unto death, and -

I will give thee a crown of life.” (Revelation
2:10) These resurrected ones, with the Lord
Jesus, will constitute the Christ, the Messiah,
which is “the seed of promise.” It was to Abra-
ham that God made the promise: “In thy seed
ghall all the families of the earth be blessed.”
(See Galatians 3:16,27-29) From the time of
our Lord’s ascension on high until the setting

up of his kingdom, the selecting and developing:

of those who shall be associated with him in his
kingdom have been going on. Now he has come,
and is setting up his kingdom; and through

this “seed” the blessing of life, liberty, and hap:.
piness shall be offered to the whole human race,.

first to the living and then to those awakened
out of their graves. -
The order of the resurrection will be, “The
last first and the first last’; that is to say, those
who have died last shall be awakened first. In
the reverse order they shall be brought out of

the tomb, not all in one day but gradually. If

there were 100,000 people awakened out of the
eraves every twenty-four hours it would ve-
quire fully nine hundred years to awaken all the

Vg
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dead. (radually then, as the world i
i3 pre
for them, the dead will refurn from tlﬂe %grl;ﬁg
_As- they come forth, the sorrows of earth will
\Ilgilturnc:,id mt_% ,]oy}.1 The Prophet, in heautiful
rase, deseribes thoge i t eing
bt e in the tomb heing awak-
“And the ransomed of the Lord sh
S ] shall ret
[‘f_rom the land of the enemy death, hell of I%]ﬁg
Bible], and come to Zion [God’s chosen ones,

R L ut o N v/
© “seed of promise,” Christ] with songs and ever-

lasting joy upon their heads: the ybhtal

| o iir he : they shall obtain

Joy and gladness, and sorrow and sichi

flee a.way.”—-Isai;.lh 35: 10, FTE s
The poet has truly said:

“The earth is old with centuries,

But not for this she hangs her head
Close to her heart the sorr%w lieg:
She holds so many dead.”

But when the tombs of earth h i
ek ) s ave given up
their dead and death and the gravegam de
stroyed, sorrows and tears shall likewise he
destroyed. Jesus, speaking in loving words

#“through John the Revelator concerning that

happy time, says:

“And God shall wipe away all tears fro
their eyes; and there shall be no more cleatll;ﬂ
neither sorrow, nor erying, neither ghall there
be any more pain: for the former things are
passed away. And he that sat upon the throne
2:}3, B;ﬂ.hold, ]"f\;nnlm all things new. And he
said unto me, Write; for these words
and faithlul.”~~Revelation 21: 4,5, T

L'ef all, then, who have been frightened by

i
i
i

i
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the doctrine of eternal torture awaken out of
their nightmare and turn their hearts and minds
with hope toward the Lord. The kingdom of
heaven 1s at hand, and there awaits the peoples
of earth a day of unspeakable joy.

This wonderfully sweet story of the divine
plan for the redemption and blessing of man-

‘kind is beautifully told in the STupIES IN THE

TURES. Read these books, together with
?SE;PBtible, and have your heart lightened and
your hope made strong, Bl

‘When the plan of God is complete, his name
will stand vindicated before every creature that
Lives; and all in heaven and in earth will be
heard to sing the praises of Jehovah and the
Lord Jesus, saying, “Great and n}arvelous are
thy works, Lord God Almighty; J’USt and true
are thy ways, thou King of saints.”—Rev. 15: 3.
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FOREIGN BRANCHES AND
PUBLICATIONS

Those desiring oup Einglish-language works in
tervitory outside United States and Dossessions,
apply to the braneh office as listed,
INGLISH-LANGUAGE DBRANCHES : Great Britain:
34 Craven Terrace, London W. 2. Canada ;
38-40 Irwin Ave,, Toronto 5, Ont, Australia and
New Zealand : 405 Colling St., Melbourne, Vie,
South Afriea: 6 Lolie St., Cape Town. West
Africa: 6 ITowe S3t., Freetown, Sierra Leone,
South Amerien : Georgetown, Dritish Guiana.
British West Indies: Box 194, Tort of Spain,
Trinidad, Jamaien : Box 267, Kingston, Central
America : Pavismina, (osta Rica,

Most of the 1, B. 8, A, publications are also
issued In from two to thirty-two languages,
Information as to oup foreign lnnguage pub-
lications may be had orr application.
Doxpsrro FORRION-LANGUAGR BRANCHES : For
matters touching on work and publieations in
Amerten in the Arabie, Armeninn, Croachosloval,
German, Greolk, Hebrow, Hungarian Itallnn,
Lithuanian, Polish, Ulrainian and Yidaish lan-
ruages, addreess 117 Adnma St nl'l'b{rll]_\‘ll, N. Y.
I'or Spanish-language matters, nddross 1003
HSentinel Ave,, T.os ngeles, Callf,

OUTLAND FOREIGN-LANGTAGH RRANCHRS : Argon-
ting: Calle Ramos Majin 815, Duonos Alres,
Austrin :  Westhahnhof Vienna 101, Brazil :
P. 0, Tox 2662, Rlo de daneiro. Central 19u-
rope (general) 1 80 Allmond Str., Berne, Swit-
zovland,  Czeelio-Slovaki ; Brnod ullanor,
Iybesova 80, Wreneh Switzerland, France and
Balglam @ 80 Atlmend Hir, Dorno, Swltzerlond,
Denmark ; Olo :-mln'n%uurr- 14, Co mnlnwon. Iine
tand s Temppolilaty A, Helsingfor, ermuny :
l.f-lmlxm'ulwmm_l. L1158 Magdebupg, Gireoco: bt
Lombardou  St.,  Athong, llnlh?ml' Ponthus,
Bodkoop,  #.11, Lungnry  ang itnunmu!u:
Reginn Marin 86 Clid, Transylvanin, (Rouwma.
nin), Indin: Kot aynm, Trayvaneore, I_".rltlull In-
i, Ttaly s Viao #8hvio Pollico 11, Plnorola, Pr.,
Torving, Koven: 15 Alkoolctong, Seoul, Nor-
wTy: Pavkyelon 00, Ounlo, Paledtine : Ram Al
Tah. Poland : Byraynlo Poostown 248, Waraaw.
Spaln et Apartido doe Correon  #421, Madrid,
swedon © 83 Dorttninggn tan, Stockholm, Hyrla:
I3 1 680 Belrot,

International Bibla Students Aunoclation,
firooklyn, N. Y., U, 8§, A,
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WATCH TOWER

AND HERALD OF CHRIST'S PRESENCE

This journal, formded by the author of "Studies inthe
Sariptures, treats Bible topics forpurposes of grace
and edificafion. Amonthly résumé of current evenss
1from the standpoimt of prophecy and regular freatises
of the Infernational Sunday Schaol Lessons are ofer
‘ features. Issued twice a month, 16 pages at 310
l {Canada and foreign$150) & yearin advance. Free

1o thoge f00 poor to pay. Published in 15 languages.

Watch Tower Reprints
Seven volumes (English only) of forty years
of reprinted backigsues, from July, 1879,
To June 15,1919, About 6700 pages, 82X
11X 1’5 incheg.Cloth binding per set,$1429
leather back and corners, per sef, $18 50
carriage charges prepaid in both cases™

Infenations! Bible Students Asst, Brooklyr, KY, USA
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THREE REMARKABLE
BOOKLETS, 2sc.
COMFORT FOR THE PEOPLE, ¢4 pages,

asks and answers seven remarkably inter-
esting questions.

QWQQQEEEEEEEEET
|

The answers to these questions constis
tute proof of seven prophecies now being
fulfilled.

up our Lord's parousia, apokalupsis and
epiphania.

OUR LORD’S RETURN, 64 pages, clears %
It et forth the only possible golution
for present problems In the en rth, Read It
WHERE ARE THE DEAD? 04 papes, 1a /|
Judge Rutherford's lntest booklet, begutls
fully covered. {

It attracted fmmense Interest when it
wasg glven out in New York recently, A
remarkable boole,

102 pages of the highest-clnas litornturae
ever published, for the total sum of only
AT

Internntionnl Bible Students Assoclation
117 Adams Street, Brooklyn, N, Y.

oy Brittsh prices appiy ¢
84 Cravon Terrnco, London, W, &, Ingland,
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DELIVERANCE
384 Pages, 38c.

DELWERANCE, Judge Rutherford’s lat-
est book, contains a message of good news.

It is the divine plan in story form, with
Jesus as the hero of the great drama of
the ages.

It is one of the most thrilling, inspiring
and comforting messages ever given to
mankind.

The chapter on The Deliverer sets a
new high standard in the history of litera-
ture.

The peroration in the concluding chap-
ter is a masterpiece. Read it and see.

Six attractive lectures or reminders fol-
low the delivery of the book, one every
other week.

DELIVERANCE and the six lectures post-
paid to any address in the United States
for only 38¢.

International Bible Students Association
117 Adams Street, Brooklyn, N. Y.
For British prices apply:

34 Craven Terrace, London, W. 2, England.
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M 40 Irwin Ave,, Taronto, Ontarlo, Cnnada,
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THE HARP OI' GOD
d484 Pagos, Cloth Bound, 8h¢

Trm TAre or Clon 18 vegarded ng Judgoe
Rutherford's munterplece, ifop yoeurs It hag
been running sectnlly in one of (he leading
magnzines of the country, In comphetneys,
in clearness and In gcope it lg truly a
wonderful hool,

Under n flgure of speech taken from
the Bible ftaolt (Lo f(en Important doc.
trines of the Bible nre got forth hefore
the reader tn thelr loglonl order, Thege are

Crentlon, Resurreotion,

Justice Manlfasted, Mysteny  Revealoed,
Abrahamlo Promlse, Gur lord's Roturn,

Birth of Josus, Gloriflcation of Church,
A feature of Tum Hare or Gon which !
The Ransom, Resatoration,

marks It off ag meparate and distinet
from  all  other roliglous  boolka s
that 1t confalng twelve hundpod polnted
ueliliony covering nlmost every lmportnnit
Ible tople, Aftoer avery question s tho
number of the paragraph In the book
where the angwer will bo found .

Thus one of the questions 18, “When
the people withess the digappenrance of
fgnorance, erime, and superstition, and the
establshmont of goodnoss, loving Iind-
{mnl. ates, What offeot will thig hive upon
fhem? g 600" Tho nnswer to (his (UoH
‘tlon 1y found Immedintely by fning (o
paragraph 600, where o convinelng Hoevip.
tural nngwor I glven to the quostion,

Published in many forelgn Inngungos,
Wrlte for pricop,

Intarnational Mible Students Ansoolation

frookiyn, N, Yy U 8, A,
Ior Oanndlnn prices npply :
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SPECIAL OFFER
STUDIES IN THE SCRIPTURES

and

DELIVERANCE — 2,78 postpaid

The complete set of Seven Volumes of STop-
IES IN THE SCRIPTURES by Pastor C. T.
Russell—The Divine Plan of the Ages—The
Time is at Hand—Thy Kingdom Come—Arma-
geddon—The Atonement Between God and Man
—The New Creation—The Finished Mystery.
Over 3,700 pages, maroon cloth, gold-stamped
library edition size 5x 7§ inches, dull finish
paper, complete index of every scripture ex-
plained or quoted throughout the seven volumes.

DELIVERANCE, by Judge J. F. Rutherford, A
book of 384 pages, As a help in reading, a
course of lectures, illustrated, is mailed every
other week for twelve weeks. The volume ig
bound in blue linen cloth, gold stamped, size
5 x 7¢ inches, dull finish paper. Send order to
nearest branch or to

International Bible Students Association
117 Adams St, Brooklyn, N. X,

Canadian Branch: 40 Irwin Av., Toronto, Ont,
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