
Saturday, March 5
You have your company of young
men just like dewdrops.—Ps. 110:3.

Young men, it may take time for
those who have known you as a
child to start viewing you as a young
adult.You can be sure, however, that
Jehovah sees beyond your outward
appearance. He knows who you are
and what you are capable of doing.
(1 Sam. 16:7) Strengthen your re-
lationship with God. David did that
by looking closely at Jehovah’s cre-
ative works. David considered what
such works reveal about the Cre-
ator. (Ps. 8:3, 4; 139:14; Rom. 1:20)
Another thing you can do is to look
to Jehovah for strength. For exam-
ple, do some of your schoolmates
make fun of you because you are one
of Jehovah’s Witnesses? If so, pray
for Jehovah to help you deal with
this challenge. And apply the practi-
cal advice you find in his Word and
in our Bible-based publications and
videos. Each time you see Jehovah
help you deal with a challenge, your
confidence in himwill grow. Further-
more, as others see that you rely on
Jehovah, you will gain their trust.
w21.03 4 ˚7

Sunday, March 6
The prayer of the upright is
a pleasure to [Jehovah].

—Prov. 15:8.
Close friends enjoy sharing

thoughts and feelings with each oth-
er. Is that true of our friendship with
Jehovah? Yes! Jehovah speaks to us
through his Word, and in it he re-
veals to us his thoughts and feel-
ings. We communicate with him in
prayer, and we can share with him
our deepest thoughts and innermost
feelings. As a loving Friend, Jeho-
vah not only listens to our prayers

but also answers them. Sometimes
the answer comes quickly. At other
times we may have to keep praying
about a matter. Still, we can be con-
fident that the answer will come at
the right time and in the best way.
Of course, God’s answer may be dif-
ferent from what we expect. For ex-
ample, rather than remove a trial,
he might give us the wisdom and
strength “to endure it.” (1 Cor. 10:13)
How can we show our appreciation
for this priceless gift of prayer? One
way is by heeding the divine counsel
to “pray constantly.”—1 Thess. 5:17.
w20.05 27-28 ˚7-8

Monday, March 7
The one who has endured to the
end will be saved.—Matt. 24:13.
The contestants in a long-distance

race keep an eye on the road immedi-
ately in front of them so that they
do not stumble. If they do fall down,
they get back up and keep on run-
ning. They focus primarily, not on
what made them stumble, but on the
finish line and the prize they hope
to win. In our race, we may stum-
ble many times, making mistakes in
what we say or do. Or our fellow run-
ners may make mistakes that hurt
us. That is to be expected.We are all
imperfect, and we are all running on
the same cramped road to life. So
we are bound to “bump” against one
another at times and arouse a “cause
for complaint.” (Col. 3:13) But rather
than focus on what made us stum-
ble, let us focus on the prize ahead
and keep on running. If we become
bitter and resentful and refuse to get
back up, we will not cross the fin-
ish line and receive the prize. In ad-
dition, we are likely to become an
obstacle for others who are trying
to run on the cramped road to life.
w20.04 26 ˚1; 28 ˚8-9



Tuesday, March 8
This kingdom . . . will crush and
put an end to all these kingdoms.

—Dan. 2:44.
The prophet Daniel describes a

series of human governments that
have had an impact on God’s peo-
ple. They are described as the var-
ious parts of a giant metal image.
The last human government in that
series is depicted as the feet of the
image that are made of iron mixed
with clay. The feet represent the
Anglo-American World Power. That
prophecy indicates that it will still
be functioning when God’s King-
dom strikes and destroys human
governments.The apostle John also
describes a series of world powers
that have had an effect on Jehovah’s
people. John depicts these govern-
ments as being like a seven-headed
wild beast. The seventh head of
that beast represents the Anglo-
American World Power. This is sig-
nificant because the beast is not
shown as growing any other heads.
The seventh head of this beast is
still dominant when Christ and his
heavenly forces destroy it along
with the rest of the beast.—Rev. 13:
1, 2; 17:13, 14. w20.05 14 ˚11-12

Wednesday, March 9
God is love.—1 John 4:8.

That simple statement reminds us
of a fundamental truth: God, the
Source of life, is also the Source
of love. Jehovah loves us! His love
makes us feel secure, happy, and
satisfied. For Christians, showing
love is not optional. It is a com-
mandment. (Matt. 22:37-40) When
we come to know Jehovah well, we
may find it easy to obey the first
commandment. After all, Jehovah

is perfect; he is thoughtful and gen-
tle in the way he treats us. But we
may have difficulty obeying the sec-
ond commandment. Why? Because
our brothers and sisters—who are
among our closest neighbors—are
imperfect. At times, they may say
and do things that we feel are uncar-
ing and unkind. Jehovah knew that
we would face this challenge, so he
inspired some of the writers of the
Bible to include specific counsel on
why and how we should show love
to one another. One of those writers
was the apostle John.—1 John 3:11,
12. w21.01 8 ˚1-2

Thursday, March 10
[Do] not be overreached by Satan.

—2 Cor. 2:11.
Whether we have recently begun

to serve Jehovah or have done so
for many years, we need to ask our-
selves, ‘Am I resisting Satan’s at-
tempts to divide my heart?’ For in-
stance, if you see an image on TVor
the Internet that could arouse sensu-
al desires, how do you respond? It
might be easy to rationalize that the
picture or movie is not exactly por-
nographic. But might it represent an
effort by Satan to divide your heart?
That image can be like a little metal
wedge that a man uses to split a big
log. At first he drives the thin, sharp
edge of the wedge into the log. Then
as he drives the wedge deeper, the
log splits apart. Could suggestive im-
agery in the media be like the thin
part of that wedge? What may start
off as small and seemingly harmless
can quickly lead a person to com-
mit sins that divide his heart and
break his integrity. So refuse to give
anything improper entry into your
heart! Keep it unified to fear Jeho-
vah’s name! w20.06 11-12 ˚14-15



Friday, March 11
Bear the weaknesses of those

not strong.—Rom. 15:1.
Inactive ones need consistent

support from us. Like the lost son
in Jesus’ illustration, they may be
emotionally scarred. (Luke 15:17-24)
And they are likely weak spiritually
because of what they experienced
in Satan’s world. We need to help
them rebuild their faith in Jehovah.
In the illustration of the lost sheep,
Jesus describes how the shepherd
puts the sheep on his shoulders and
carries it back to the flock. The
shepherd has already spent time
and energy finding the lost sheep.
But he realizes that he will need to
carry it back to the fold because it
will not have the strength to return
on its own. (Luke 15:4, 5) We may
need to invest time and energy in
helping some inactive ones to over-
come their weaknesses. But with
Jehovah’s spirit, his Word, and the
publications provided through the
congregation, we can help them to
become spiritually strong again. So
if you are asked to study with an in-
active person, why not welcome the
privilege? w20.06 28 ˚14-15

Saturday, March 12
By this all will know that you are
my disciples—if you have love
among yourselves.—John 13:35.
Each one of us should show love

—the identifying mark of true
Christians. But we also need “ac-
curate knowledge and full discern-
ment.” (Phil. 1:9) Otherwise, we
could be influenced “by every wind
of teaching by means of the trick-
ery of men,” including apostates.
(Eph. 4:14) When many disciples in
the first century C.E. stopped fol-

lowing Jesus, the apostle Peter ex-
pressed his firm conviction that Je-
sus had “sayings of everlasting life.”
(John 6:67, 68) Even though Peter
at that time did not understand all
the details of those sayings, he re-
mained loyal because he had dis-
cerned the truth about Christ. You
too can strengthen your conviction
in what the Bible teaches. If you
do, your faith will stand the test
of time, and you will help to build
strong faith in others.—2 John 1, 2.
w20.07 8 ˚2; 13 ˚18

Sunday, March 13
Little children, we should love, not
in word or with the tongue, but in

deed and truth.—1 John 3:18.
To help our brothers and sisters

to remain in the truth, we must
show compassion. (1 John 3:10,
11, 16, 17) We need to love one an-
other not only when things are
going well but also when problems
arise. For example, do you know
someone who has lost a loved one
in death and needs to be comfort-
ed or helped in practical ways? Or
have you heard that fellow believ-
ers suffered loss from a natural di-
saster and need help to rebuild
their Kingdom Halls or homes? We
show the depth of our love and com-
passion for our brothers and sis-
ters not only by what we say but,
more important, by what we do.We
imitate our loving heavenly Father
when we show love for one anoth-
er. (1 John 4:7, 8) An important way
that we show love is by forgiving
one another. For example, someone
might hurt us but then apologize.
We show love by forgiving him and
putting his error behind us.—Col. 3:
13. w20.07 24 ˚14-15
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TREASURES
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“Presumptuousness Leads to Dishonor”:
(10 min.)

Spiritual Gems: (10 min.)
1Sa 12:21—How could the people have been
following “empty things” (or, “unrealities,”
ftn.)? (w11 7/15 13 ˚15)

What spiritual gems from this week’s
Bible reading would you like to share
regarding Jehovah, the field ministry,
or something else?

Bible Reading: (4 min.) 1Sa 12:1-11 (2)

�
APPLY YOURSELF
TO THE FIELD MINISTRY������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������

Initial Call Video: (5 min.) Discussion.
Play the video Initial Call: Jesus—Mt
16:16 (video category OUR MEETINGS AND
MINISTRY). Stop the video at each pause,
and ask the audience the questions that
appear in the video.

Initial Call: (3 min.) Begin with the sample
conversation. Respond to an objection
common in your territory. (1)

Bible Study: (5 min.) lff lesson 04 intro and
points 1-2 (13)

�
LIVING
AS CHRISTIANS������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������

Song 46
Organizational Accomplishments: (5 min.)

Play the Organizational Accomplishments
video for March.

Local Needs: (10 min.)
Congregation Bible Study: (30 min.)

rr chap. 21 ˚13-18

MARCH 7-13 � 1 SAMUEL 12 - 13

Song 4 and Prayer � Opening Comments (1 min.)

� Concluding Comments (3 min.) � Song 26 and Prayer

� Presumptuousness Leads to Dishonor
King Saul felt that he was in a desperate situation

(1Sa 13:5-7)
Rather than modestly following Jehovah’s instructions, Saul

acted presumptuously (1Sa 13:8, 9; w00 8/1 13 ˚17)
Jehovah disciplined Saul (1Sa 13:13, 14; w07 6/15 27 ˚8)

Someone acts presumptuously when he rashly or foolishly
does something that he is not authorized to do. Presump-
tuousness is contrasted with modesty. What situations
could tempt someone to be presumptuous?
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4 “Jehovah Is My Shepherd”
(Psalm 23)

Je - ho - vah God is my Shep - herd; I’ll fol - low where he will
Re - fresh - ing are all your path - ways, The ways of your right- eous -
Je - ho - vah, you are my Shep - herd; I fol - low where you will

lead. He knows my hopes and my heart’s de - sire; He
ness. For your name’s sake ne - ver let me stray From
lead. You strength - en me, and you give me rest; You

knows what I tru - ly need. To wa - tered pas - tures he
walk - ing in faith - ful - ness. In val - leys deep in the
give all I tru - ly need. As you most sure - ly are

leads me, To plac - es se - cure and blessed. And he
shad - ows, As - sured by your staff and rod, I will
liv - ing, So sure is my hope in you. May your
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“Jehovah Is My Shepherd”

(See also Ps. 28:9; 80:1.)

guides me al - ways with loy - al love To
fear no dan - ger of last - ing harm, For
loy - al love and your care for me Pur -

where I find peace and rest. He
you are my Friend and God. I
sue me my whole life through. Your

guides me al - ways with loy - al love To
fear no dan - ger of last - ing harm, For
loy - al love and your care for me Pur -

where I find peace and rest.
you are my Friend and God.
sue me my whole life through.



411 1 SAMUEL 11:11–12:12
do to us whatever seems good to
you.”a

11 On the next day, Saul di-
vided the people into three
bands, and they made their way
into the middle of the camp
during the morning watch� and
struck down the Am�mon·itesb

until the day grew hot. Those
who survived were scattered,
so that no two of them were
left together. 12 Then the peo-
ple said to Samuel: “Who was
saying, ‘Is Saul to be king
over us?’c Hand the men over,
and we will put them to death.”
13 However, Saul said: “Not a
man should be put to death on
this day,d for today Jehovah has
rescued Israel.”

14 Samuel later said to the
people: “Come and let us go to
Gil�gale to reconfirm the king-
ship.”f 15 So all the people
went to Gil�gal, and in Gil�-
gal they made Saul king be-
fore Jehovah. Then they offered
communion sacrifices there be-
fore Jehovah,g and Saul and all
the men of Israel celebrated with
great joy.h

12 Finally Samuel said to all
Israel: “Here I have done�

all that you asked of me, and
I appointed a king to reign over
you. i 2 Now here is the king
who is leading� you! j As for
me, I have grown old and gray,
and my sons are here with
you, k and I have led you from
my youth until this day. l 3 Here
I am. Testify against me before
Jehovah and before his anoint-
ed one:m Whose bull or whose
donkey have I taken?n Or whom
have I defrauded or crushed?
From whose hand have I accept-
ed a bribe� to make me look the
other way?o If I have, I will re-

11:11 �That is, about 2:00 a.m. until
6:00 a.m. 12:1 �Lit., “listened to your
voice as respects.” 12:2 �Lit., “walking
before.” 12:3 �Or “hush money.”

store it to you.”a 4 To this they
said: “You have not defrauded us
or crushed us or accepted any-
thing at all from anyone’s hand.”
5 So he said to them: “Jehovah
is a witness against you, and his
anointed one is a witness this
day that you have found nothing
to accuse me of.”� To this they
said: “He is a witness.”

6 So Samuel said to the peo-
ple: “Jehovah, who used Mo-
ses and Aaron and who brought
your forefathers up out of the
land of Egypt,b is a witness.
7 And now take your positions,
and I will judge you before Jeho-
vah in view of all the righteous
acts that Jehovah has done for
you and for your forefathers.

8 “As soon as Jacob had
come into Egyptc and your fore-
fathers began calling to Jeho-
vah for help,d Jehovah sent Mo-
sese and Aaron to lead your
forefathers out of Egypt and to
cause them to dwell in this
place.f 9 But they forgot Jeho-
vah their God, and he sold
themg into the hand of Sis�e·rah

the chief of the army of Ha�-
zor and into the hand of the
Phi·lis�tines i and into the hand
of the king of Mo�ab, j and they
fought against them. 10 And
they called to Jehovah for helpk

and said, ‘We have sinned, l for
we have left Jehovah to serve
the Ba�alsm and the Ash�to·rethn

images; now rescue us out of the
hand of our enemies so that we
may serve you.’ 11 Then Jeho-
vah sent Jer·ub·ba�alo and Be�-
dan and Jeph�thahp and Samuelq
and rescued you from the hand
of the enemies all around you,
so that you could live in securi-
ty.r 12 When you saw that Na�-
hash,s the king of the Am�mon-
ites, had come against you, you
kept saying to me, ‘No, we are

12:5 �Lit., “have not found anything in
my hand.”
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determined to have a king over
us!’a even though Jehovah your
God is your King.b 13 Now here
is the king whom you have cho-
sen, the one you asked for. Look!
Jehovah has appointed a king
over you.c 14 If you fear Jeho-
vahd and serve hime and obey
his voicef and you do not re-
bel against the order of Jeho-
vah, and both you and the king
who reigns over you follow Je-
hovah your God, fine. 15 But if
you do not obey the voice of Je-
hovah and you rebel against the
order of Jehovah, the hand of
Jehovah will be against you
and your fathers.g 16 Now take
your positions and see this great
thing that Jehovah is doing be-
fore your eyes. 17 Is it not the
wheat harvest today? I will call
on Jehovah to make it thun-
der and rain; then know and un-
derstand what an evil thing you
have done in the eyes of Jeho-
vah in asking for a king for your-
selves.”h

18 At that Samuel called to
Jehovah, and Jehovah made it
thunder and rain on that day, so
that all the people were greatly
in fear of Jehovah and of Sam-
uel. 19 And all the people said
to Samuel: “Pray to Jehovah
your God for your servants, i as
we do not want to die, for we
have added to all our sins anoth-
er evil by asking for a king.”

20 So Samuel said to the peo-
ple: “Do not be afraid. You have
indeed done all this evil. Only
do not turn away from follow-
ing Jehovah, j and serve Jeho-
vah with all your heart.k 21 Do
not turn away to follow the
empty things,�l which are of no
benefitm and cannot rescue, be-
cause they are empty.� 22 For
the sake of his great name,n Je-
hovah will not abandon his peo-
ple,o for Jehovah has taken it

12:21 �Or “unrealities.”

upon himself to make you his
people.a 23 As for me, it is un-
thinkable for me to sin against
Jehovah by ceasing to pray in
your behalf, and I will con-
tinue to instruct you in the good
and right way. 24 Only fear Je-
hovah,b and serve him faithful-
ly� with all your heart, for see
what great things he has done
for you.c 25 But if you flagrant-
ly do what is bad, you will be
swept away,d both you and your
king.”e

13 Saul was . . .� years old
when he became king, f

and for two years he reigned
over Israel. 2 Saul chose 3,000
men out of Israel; 2,000 of these
were with Saul at Mich�mash
and in the mountainous region of
Beth�el and 1,000 were with Jon�-
a·thang at Gib�e·ahh of Benja-
min. He sent the rest of the peo-
ple away, each one to his tent.
3 Then Jon�a·than struck down
the garrison of the Phi·lis�tinesi

that was in Ge�ba, j and the Phi-
lis�tines heard about it. And Saul
had the horn blownk through-
out all the land, saying: “Let
the Hebrews hear!” 4 All Israel
heard the news: “Saul has struck
down a garrison of the Phi·lis�-
tines, and now Israel has become
a stench among the Phi·lis�tines.”
So the people were summoned
to follow Saul at Gil�gal. l

5 The Phi·lis�tines also gath-
ered together to fight against Is-
rael, with 30,000 war chariots
and 6,000 horsemen and troops
as numerous as the grains of
sand on the seashore;m and they
went up and camped in Mich�-
mash to the east of Beth-a�ven.n
6 And the men of Israel saw that
they were in trouble, because
they were hard-pressed; so the
people hid in the caves,o the hol-

12:24 �Or “in truth.” 13:1 �The number
is missing in the Hebrew text.
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lows, the crags, the cellars,� and
the cisterns. 7 Some of the He-
brews even crossed the Jordan
to the land of Gad and Gil�-
e·ad.a But Saul was still in Gil�-
gal, and all the people follow-
ing him were trembling. 8 He
continued waiting for seven
days until the designated� time
that Samuel had set, but Samu-
el did not come to Gil�gal, and
the people were scattering from
him. 9 Finally Saul said: “Bring
to me the burnt sacrifice and the
communion sacrifices.” And he
offered up the burnt sacrifice.b

10 But as soon as he had
finished offering up the burnt
sacrifice, Samuel arrived. So
Saul went out to meet him and
bless him. 11 Then Samuel
said: “What have you done?”
Saul replied: “I saw that the peo-
ple were deserting me,c and you
did not come within the desig-
nated time, and the Phi·lis�-
tines were gathering together at
Mich�mash.d 12 So I said to my-
self, ‘Now the Phi·lis�tines will
come down against me at Gil�gal,
and I have not sought the favor�
of Jehovah.’ So I felt obligated to
offer up the burnt sacrifice.”

13 At this Samuel said to
Saul: “You have acted foolishly.
You have not obeyed the com-
mandment that Jehovah your
God gave you.e If you had, Je-
hovah would have made your
kingdom firm over Israel forever.
14 But now your kingdom will
not last. f Jehovah will find a man
agreeable to his heart,g and Je-
hovah will commission him as a
leader over his people,h because
you did not obey what Jehovah
commanded you.” i

15 Then Samuel rose and
went his way up from Gil�-
gal to Gib�e·ah of Benjamin, and
Saul took the count of the peo-

13:6 �Or “vaults.” 13:8 �Or “appoint-
ed.” 13:12 �Or “softened the face.”

ple; those still with him were
about 600 men.a 16 Saul, his
son Jon�a·than, and the people
still with them were dwelling in
Ge�bab of Benjamin, and the Phi-
lis�tines had encamped at Mich�-
mash.c 17 And the raiding par-
ties would go out from the
camp of the Phi·lis�tines in three
bands. One band would turn to-
ward the road to Oph�rah, to
the land of Shu�al; 18 another
band would turn toward the road
of Beth-ho�ron;d and the third
band would turn toward the road
leading to the boundary that
overlooks the valley of Ze·bo�im,
toward the wilderness.

19 Now there was not a
metalworker to be found in all
the land of Israel, because the
Phi·lis�tines had said: “So that
the Hebrews may not make a
sword or a spear.” 20 And all
the Israelites had to go down to
the Phi·lis�tines to get their plow-
shares, mattocks, axes, or sick-
les sharpened. 21 The price
for sharpening was a pim� for
the plowshares, for the mat-
tocks, for the three-toothed in-
struments, for the axes, and for
fixing fast the oxgoad. 22 And
on the day of battle, not a sword
or a spear was found in the hand
of any of the people who were
with Saul and Jon�a·than;e only
Saul and his son Jon�a·than had
weapons.

23 Now a garrison� of the Phi-
lis�tines had gone out to the ra-
vine pass of Mich�mash.f

14 One day Jon�a·thang the
son of Saul said to the

attendant carrying his weapons:
“Come and let us cross over to
the Phi·lis�tine outpost on the
other side.” But he did not tell
his father. 2 Saul was staying
on the outskirts of Gib�e·ahh un-
der the pomegranate tree in

13:21 �An ancient weight, approximate-
ly two thirds of a shekel. 13:23 �Or “an
outpost.”
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“Presumptuousness Leads to Dishonor”:
(10 min.)

Spiritual Gems: (10 min.)
1Sa 12:21—How could the people have been
following “empty things” (or, “unrealities,”
ftn.)? (w11 7/15 13 ˚15)

What spiritual gems from this week’s
Bible reading would you like to share
regarding Jehovah, the field ministry,
or something else?

Bible Reading: (4 min.) 1Sa 12:1-11 (2)

�
APPLY YOURSELF
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Initial Call Video: (5 min.) Discussion.
Play the video Initial Call: Jesus—Mt
16:16 (video category OUR MEETINGS AND
MINISTRY). Stop the video at each pause,
and ask the audience the questions that
appear in the video.

Initial Call: (3 min.) Begin with the sample
conversation. Respond to an objection
common in your territory. (1)

Bible Study: (5 min.) lff lesson 04 intro and
points 1-2 (13)

�
LIVING
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Song 46
Organizational Accomplishments: (5 min.)

Play the Organizational Accomplishments
video for March.

Local Needs: (10 min.)
Congregation Bible Study: (30 min.)

rr chap. 21 ˚13-18

MARCH 7-13 � 1 SAMUEL 12 - 13

Song 4 and Prayer � Opening Comments (1 min.)

� Concluding Comments (3 min.) � Song 26 and Prayer

� Presumptuousness Leads to Dishonor
King Saul felt that he was in a desperate situation

(1Sa 13:5-7)
Rather than modestly following Jehovah’s instructions, Saul

acted presumptuously (1Sa 13:8, 9; w00 8/1 13 ˚17)
Jehovah disciplined Saul (1Sa 13:13, 14; w07 6/15 27 ˚8)

Someone acts presumptuously when he rashly or foolishly
does something that he is not authorized to do. Presump-
tuousness is contrasted with modesty. What situations
could tempt someone to be presumptuous?

2



March 7-13 / 1 Samuel 12-13 

Song 4 and Prayer 

Opening Comments (1 minute) 

Treasures From God’s Word 

“Presumptuousness Leads to Dishonor”: (10 minutes) 

King Saul felt that he was in a desperate situation 

1 Samuel 13:5-7: The Philistines also gathered together to fight against Israel, with 30,000 war 

chariots and 6,000 horsemen and troops as numerous as the grains of sand on the seashore; and they 

went up and camped in Michmash to the east of Beth-aven. And the men of Israel saw that they were 

in trouble, because they were hard-pressed; so the people hid in the caves, the hollows, the crags, the 

cellars, and the cisterns. Some of the Hebrews even crossed the Jordan to the land of Gad and Gilead. 

But Saul was still in Gilgal, and all the people following him were trembling. 

 

Rather than modestly following Jehovah’s instructions, Saul acted presumptuously 

1 Samuel 13:8, 9: He continued waiting for seven days until the designated time that Samuel had set, 

but Samuel did not come to Gilgal, and the people were scattering from him. Finally Saul said: “Bring 

to me the burnt sacrifice and the communion sacrifices.” And he offered up the burnt sacrifice. 

w00 8/1 13 paragraph 17 

At first glance, Saul’s actions might seem justifiable. After all, God’s people were “in sore straits,” “hard 

pressed,” and trembling because of their desperate situation. (1 Samuel 13:6, 7) Certainly, it is not 

wrong to take the initiative when circumstances warrant it. Remember, though, that Jehovah can read 

hearts and perceive our innermost motives. (1 Samuel 16:7) Hence, he must have seen some factors 

about Saul that are not directly stated in the Bible account. For example, Jehovah may have seen that 

Saul’s impatience was stirred by pride. Perhaps Saul was deeply irritated that he—the king of all 

Israel—had to wait for someone he viewed as an old, procrastinating prophet! In any event, Saul felt 

that Samuel’s tardiness gave him the right to take matters into his own hands and to disregard the 

explicit instructions he had been given. The result? Samuel did not praise Saul’s initiative. On the 

contrary, he chastised Saul, saying: “Your kingdom will not last . . . because you did not keep what 

Jehovah commanded you.” (1 Samuel 13:13, 14) Once again, presumptuousness led to dishonor. 



  

Jehovah disciplined Saul 

1 Samuel 13:13, 14: At this Samuel said to Saul: “You have acted foolishly. You have not obeyed the 

commandment that Jehovah your God gave you. If you had, Jehovah would have made your kingdom 

firm over Israel forever. But now your kingdom will not last. Jehovah will find a man agreeable to his 

heart, and Jehovah will commission him as a leader over his people, because you did not obey what 

Jehovah commanded you.” 

w07 6/15 27 paragraph 8 

The Bible record of King Saul underlines the vital importance of obedience. Saul started off as a 

humble and modest ruler, ‘little in his own eyes.’ In time, though, pride and false reasoning began to 

govern his decisions. (1 Samuel 10:21, 22; 15:17) On one occasion, Saul was to face the Philistines in 

battle. Samuel told the king to wait for him to come to offer sacrifices to Jehovah and to provide 

further direction. However, Samuel did not come as soon as he was expected, and the people began 

to disperse. Seeing that, Saul “went offering up the burnt sacrifice.” This was displeasing to Jehovah. 

When Samuel finally arrived, the king excused his own disobedience, saying that because Samuel was 

late, he ‘compelled himself’ to offer up the burnt sacrifice to soften Jehovah’s face. To King Saul, 

offering that sacrifice was more important than obeying the direction he had received to wait for 

Samuel to make that sacrifice. Samuel told him: “You have acted foolishly. You have not kept the 

commandment of Jehovah your God that he commanded you.” Disobedience to Jehovah cost Saul his 

kingship.—1 Samuel 10:8; 13:5-13. 

[Image:] King Saul presumptuously offering a burnt sacrifice on an altar. 

Someone acts presumptuously when he rashly or foolishly does something that he is not authorized 

to do. Presumptuousness is contrasted with modesty. What situations could tempt someone to be 

presumptuous? 

 

 

 

 

 



Spiritual Gems 

1 Samuel 12:21—How could the people have been following “empty things” (or, “unrealities,” 

footnote.)? 

1 Samuel 12:21: Do not turn away to follow the empty things, which are of no benefit and cannot 

rescue, because they are empty. 

w11 7/15 13 paragraph 15 

Did those people think that a human king would somehow be more real, more dependable, than 

Jehovah? If so, they were truly pursuing an unreality! And they were in danger of pursuing many other 

satanic illusions. Human kings would easily lead them into idolatry. Idolaters make the mistake of 

thinking that physical objects—gods made of wood or stone—are somehow more real, more reliable, 

than the invisible God, Jehovah, who created all things. But as the apostle Paul noted, idols are 

“nothing.” (1 Corinthians 8:4) They cannot see, hear, speak, or act. You might be able to see them and 

touch them, but if you were to worship one, you would, indeed, be pursuing an unreality—an empty 

illusion that would bring only disaster.—Psalm 115:4-8. 

What spiritual gems from this week’s Bible reading would you like to share regarding Jehovah, the 

field ministry, or something else? 

Bible Reading: (4 minutes) 1 Samuel 12:1-11 (th study 2) 

 



�
TREASURES
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“Presumptuousness Leads to Dishonor”:
(10 min.)

Spiritual Gems: (10 min.)
1Sa 12:21—How could the people have been
following “empty things” (or, “unrealities,”
ftn.)? (w11 7/15 13 ˚15)

What spiritual gems from this week’s
Bible reading would you like to share
regarding Jehovah, the field ministry,
or something else?

Bible Reading: (4 min.) 1Sa 12:1-11 (2)

�
APPLY YOURSELF
TO THE FIELD MINISTRY������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������

Initial Call Video: (5 min.) Discussion.
Play the video Initial Call: Jesus—Mt
16:16 (video category OUR MEETINGS AND
MINISTRY). Stop the video at each pause,
and ask the audience the questions that
appear in the video.

Initial Call: (3 min.) Begin with the sample
conversation. Respond to an objection
common in your territory. (1)

Bible Study: (5 min.) lff lesson 04 intro and
points 1-2 (13)

�
LIVING
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Song 46
Organizational Accomplishments: (5 min.)

Play the Organizational Accomplishments
video for March.

Local Needs: (10 min.)
Congregation Bible Study: (30 min.)

rr chap. 21 ˚13-18

MARCH 7-13 � 1 SAMUEL 12 - 13

Song 4 and Prayer � Opening Comments (1 min.)

� Concluding Comments (3 min.) � Song 26 and Prayer

� Presumptuousness Leads to Dishonor
King Saul felt that he was in a desperate situation

(1Sa 13:5-7)
Rather than modestly following Jehovah’s instructions, Saul

acted presumptuously (1Sa 13:8, 9; w00 8/1 13 ˚17)
Jehovah disciplined Saul (1Sa 13:13, 14; w07 6/15 27 ˚8)

Someone acts presumptuously when he rashly or foolishly
does something that he is not authorized to do. Presump-
tuousness is contrasted with modesty. What situations
could tempt someone to be presumptuous?
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SAMPLE CONVERSATIONS

Memorial Invitation Campaign (March 19–April 15)
�����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������

“We’re happy to invite you to a special event that
will be attended by millions of people. It’s the
anniversary of Jesus’ death.” Provide a printed
or electronic invitation. “This invitation shows
the time and location of the event in our area [or
how you can attend online]. We also invite you to
a special talk the weekend before.”

When Interest Is Shown: Play [or text or email]
the video Remember Jesus’ Death.
Link: Why did Jesus die?

Initial Call� (March 1-18, April 16-30)
��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
Question: Who is Jesus?
Scripture: Mt 16:16
Link: Why did Jesus die?

Return Visit�
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Question: Why did Jesus die?
Scripture: Mt 20:28
Link: How can we show appreciation for
Jesus’ ransom sacrifice?

� You may adjust the question, link, and setting according to local circumstances.

Cover picture: David facing Goliath Vol. 7, No. 316
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46 WeThankYou, Jehovah
(1 Thessalonians 5:18)

(See also Ps. 50:14; 95:2; 147:7; Col. 3:15.)

We thank you, Je - ho - vah, each day and each night,
We thank you, Je - ho - vah, for your lov - ing Son,
We thank you, our God, for the hon - or to preach

That you shed up - on us your pre - cious light.
Who con - quered the world; by his faith he won.
A - bout your great name and the truth to teach.

We thank you that we have the priv - ’lege of prayer,
We thank you for guid - ance in do - ing your will.
We thank you that soon all earth’s woes will be past,

That we can ap - proach you with ev - ’ry care.
You lov - ing - ly help us our vows ful - fill.
While your King - dom bless - ings for - ev - er last.
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TREASURES
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“Presumptuousness Leads to Dishonor”:
(10 min.)

Spiritual Gems: (10 min.)
1Sa 12:21—How could the people have been
following “empty things” (or, “unrealities,”
ftn.)? (w11 7/15 13 ˚15)

What spiritual gems from this week’s
Bible reading would you like to share
regarding Jehovah, the field ministry,
or something else?

Bible Reading: (4 min.) 1Sa 12:1-11 (2)

�
APPLY YOURSELF
TO THE FIELD MINISTRY������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������

Initial Call Video: (5 min.) Discussion.
Play the video Initial Call: Jesus—Mt
16:16 (video category OUR MEETINGS AND
MINISTRY). Stop the video at each pause,
and ask the audience the questions that
appear in the video.

Initial Call: (3 min.) Begin with the sample
conversation. Respond to an objection
common in your territory. (1)

Bible Study: (5 min.) lff lesson 04 intro and
points 1-2 (13)

�
LIVING
AS CHRISTIANS������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������

Song 46
Organizational Accomplishments: (5 min.)

Play the Organizational Accomplishments
video for March.

Local Needs: (10 min.)
Congregation Bible Study: (30 min.)

rr chap. 21 ˚13-18

MARCH 7-13 � 1 SAMUEL 12 - 13

Song 4 and Prayer � Opening Comments (1 min.)

� Concluding Comments (3 min.) � Song 26 and Prayer

� Presumptuousness Leads to Dishonor
King Saul felt that he was in a desperate situation

(1Sa 13:5-7)
Rather than modestly following Jehovah’s instructions, Saul

acted presumptuously (1Sa 13:8, 9; w00 8/1 13 ˚17)
Jehovah disciplined Saul (1Sa 13:13, 14; w07 6/15 27 ˚8)

Someone acts presumptuously when he rashly or foolishly
does something that he is not authorized to do. Presump-
tuousness is contrasted with modesty. What situations
could tempt someone to be presumptuous?

2



as mere humans may see fit. Instead, Jehovah expects the
administrators to honor the allotments, or privileges, that he
himself has given to his servants, including the “lowly” ones.
—Prov. 19:17; Ezek. 46:18; 48:29.

12 What is yet another remarkable feature of the city “Je-
hovah Is There”? While ancient cities had walls for protec-
tion with as few gates as possible, this city has 12 gates!
(Ezek. 48:30-34) This large number of gates (three on each
side of the square city) illustrates that the administrators of
this city are approachable and available to all of God’s ser-
vants. Further, the city’s having 12 gates emphasizes that it
is open to everyone, “all the house of Israel.” (Ezek. 45:6)
The open character of the city serves as an important re-
minder to Christian overseers. Jehovah wants them to be ap-
proachable and to be readily available to all those living in
the spiritual paradise.

God’s People “Come in to Worship”
and “Are Serving the City”

13 Let us go back to the time of Ezekiel and find out what
further details he records in this extensive vision of the allot-
ment of the land. Jehovah mentions people sharing in various
forms of service. Priests—“ministers of the sanctuary”—were
to offer sacrifices and approach Jehovah to minister to him.
And Levites—“ministers of the temple”—were to “take care
of its service and all the things that should be done in it.”
(Ezek. 44:14-16; 45:4, 5) Further, workers would be active
near the city. Who are these workers?

14 The workers near the city come from among “all the
tribes of Israel.” They have a supportive role. Their task is
to grow crops that “will provide food for those serving the
city.” (Ezek. 48:18, 19) Does this arrangement remind us of
an opportunity that we have today? Yes. Today all inhabitants
of the spiritual paradise have the opportunity to support the
service of Christ’s anointed brothers and the service of those
among the “great crowd” whom Jehovah has appointed to
take the lead. (Rev. 7:9, 10) A main way that we provide this
support is by willingly cooperating with direction from the
faithful slave.

15 Ezekiel’s vision contains yet another detail from which
we can derive a lesson regarding our ministry. What detail?
Jehovah mentions that members of the 12 non-Levite tribes
would be active in two locations: in the temple courtyard and

PURE WORSH IP OF JEHOVAH—RESTORED AT LAST !222

12. (a) What is a remarkable
feature of this city, and what
does this illustrate? (b) This
aspect of the vision provides
Christian overseers with what
important reminder?

13. What did Jehovah mention
about the various services
people would perform?

14. The workers near the city
remind us of what?

15, 16. (a) What other detail
can we glean from Ezekiel’s
vision? (b) We have the
opportunity to engage in
what similar activities?



on the city’s pastureland. What is their activity in each loca-
tion? In the courtyard of the temple, all tribes “come in to
worship” by offering sacrifices to Jehovah. (Ezek. 46:9, 24) On
the land of the city, members of all tribes come to support
the city by cultivating its land. What can we learn from the
example of these workers?

16 Today, members of the great crowd have the opportuni-
ty to engage in activities similar to those carried out in Eze-
kiel’s vision. They worship Jehovah “in his temple” by offer-
ing sacrifices of praise. (Rev. 7:9-15) They do so by sharing in
the preaching work and by expressing their faith aloud at
Christian meetings. They view the rendering of direct wor-
ship to Jehovah as their foremost responsibility. (1 Chron.
16:29) In addition, many among God’s people are able to sup-
port God’s organization in numerous practical ways. For in-
stance, they help in constructing and maintaining Kingdom
Halls and branch facilities, and they assist in many other
projects initiated by Jehovah’s organization. Others support
these projects with their financial contributions. They do all

Christian overseers are
easily approachable and
readily available
SEE PARAGRAPH 12
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What lessons can we learn from Ezekiel’s
description of various activities in and
around the city gates?
SEE PARAGRAPHS 14-16



such cultivating of the land, so to speak, “for God’s glory.”
(1 Cor. 10:31) They carry out their work zealously and joy-
fully because they know that Jehovah is “well-pleased with
such sacrifices.” (Heb. 13:16) Are you taking full advantage
of these opportunities?

“There Are New Heavens and a New Earth
That We Are Awaiting”

17 In the future, will we see a larger fulfillment of Ezekiel’s
vision of the contribution? Yes! Consider this: Ezekiel saw
that the land portion named “the holy contribution” was the
center of the land. (Ezek. 48:10) Similarly, after Armaged-
don, no matter where we may live on earth, Jehovah will be
dwelling with us. (Rev. 21:3) During the Millennium, the city-
like administration—that is, those on earth who will be ap-
pointed to care for the interests of God’s people—will expand
its influence around the globe by giving loving guidance and
direction to all those who make up the “new earth,” a new
human society.—2 Pet. 3:13.

18 Why can we be sure that the citylike administration will
remain in complete harmony with God’s rulership? Because
God’s Word makes clear that the earthly city with 12 gates re-
flects the heavenly city with 12 gates, New Jerusalem, which
is made up of Christ’s 144,000 corulers. (Rev. 21:2, 12, 21-
27) This indicates that the earthly administration will mirror
all decisions made by God’s Kingdom in heaven and will care-
fully carry them out. Yes, the name of the city “Jehovah Is
There” assures each one of us that pure worship will remain
and will flourish forever in Paradise. What a beautiful future
awaits us!

YOUR PLACE IN PURE WORSHIP

1 What lesson about setting priorities can
you draw from the vision about the
contribution to Jehovah?

2 How can you support the activities of the
faithful slave?

3 What do you view as your foremost
responsibility?

“ THE NAME OF THE C IT Y . . . W I LL BE JEHOVAH IS THERE” 225

17. (a) What larger fulfillment
of Ezekiel’s vision will we see
in the future? (b) During the
Millennium, who will benefit
from the citylike administra-
tion?

18. (a) Why can we be sure
that the citylike administration
will be in harmony with God’s
rulership? (b) The name of
the city gives us what firm
assurance?
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26 You Did It for Me
(Matthew 25:34-40)

Oth - er sheep Je - sus has, and they
“Yes, you com - fort - ed me in my

“You’ve been loy - al to me, do - ing

serve a - long - side those a - noint - ed to
hun - ger and thirst, and what - ev - er my
works that are fine, as you preach a - long -

be Christ’s heav - en - ly bride.
need, you came to me first.”
side these broth - ers of mine.”

All the things that are done for their
“Tell us, when did we do this?” these
So the King will then say to the
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You Did It for Me

Chorus

com - fort and aid Are things he con -
ones will re - ply. The King will then
sheep on his right: “In - her - it the

sid - ers that must be re - paid.
an - swer them, tell - ing them why:

earth and per - fec - tion of life.”

“If you com - fort - ed them, you

com - fort - ed me. If you
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You Did It for Me

(See also Prov. 19:17; Matt. 10:40-42; 2 Tim. 1:16,17.)

did it for them, you did it for me.

Your la - bors for them were your la - bors for

me. You did it for them; you

did it for me. If you did it for

them, you did it for me.”
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88 Make Me Know Your Ways
(Psalm 25:4)

We’re gath - ered to - geth - er, Je - ho - vah our God, Ac -
Un - reach - a - bly high is your wis - dom, O God; Your

cept - ing your warm in - vi - ta - tion. Your
judg - ments we find re - as - sur - ing. Your

Word is a lamp that lights up our path - way, The
Word is a source of un - end - ing won - der; Your

source of di - vine ed - u - ca - tion.
say - ings of truth are en - dur - ing.
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Make Me Know Your Ways

Chorus

(See also Ex. 33:13; Ps. 1:2; 119:27, 35, 73, 105.)

Teach me your ways, and make me un - der - stand; In -

cline my ear to hear your wise com - mand.

Cause me to walk in ways of truth and right, And

make your law my prin - ci - pal de - light.



JAMES, the brother of Jesus, was raised in a spiritually
strong family.� His parents, Joseph and Mary, loved Je-
hovah very much and did their best to serve Him. James
had an added blessing—his older brother would grow up
to be the promised Messiah. What a fine privilege James
had to be part of that family!

2 James had many reasons to look up to his old-
er brother. (Matt. 13:55) For example, Jesus knew the
Scriptures so well that by the age of 12, he amazed
the well-educated elders in Jerusalem. (Luke 2:46, 47)
James may have worked in the carpentry trade with Je-
sus. In that case, he would have come to know his broth-
er very well. Nathan H. Knorr often said, “You learn a lot
about a person when you work with him.”� James could
also not help but notice how “Jesus went on progressing
in wisdom and in physical growth and in favor with God
and men.” (Luke 2:52) So we might assume that James
would have been among the first to become a disciple of
Jesus. But that is not what happened.

3 During Jesus’ ministry on earth, James did not be-

� For the sake of simplicity, we will refer to James as Jesus’ brother. He was ac-
tually Jesus’ half brother and evidently the one who wrote the letter bearing his
name.
� Nathan H. Knorr was a member of the Governing Body. He finished his earth-
ly course in 1977.

1. How would you describe James’ family?
2. What reasons did James have to look up to his older brother?
3. How did James respond when Jesus began his ministry?

STUDY
ARTICLE 2

Learn From Jesus’
Younger Brother
“James, a slave of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ.”
—JAS. 1:1.

SONG 88
Make Me Know Your Ways

PREVIEW

James grew up in the
same household as Jesus
did. James knew the per-
fect Son of God better
than most people at that
time. In this article, we
will examine what we can
learn from the life and
teachings of Jesus’ youn-
ger brother who became a
pillar in the first-century
Christian congregation.

8



come one of his disciples. (John 7:3-5)
In fact, James may have been one of
the relatives who thought that Jesus had
“gone out of his mind.” (Mark 3:21) And
there is no indication that James was
with their mother, Mary, when Jesus was
put to death on the torture stake.—John
19:25-27.

4 Later, James put faith in Jesus and
became a respected member of the
Christian congregation. In this article,
we will consider two lessons that we can
learn from James: (1) why we must re-
main humble and (2) how we can be ef-
fective teachers.

REMAIN HUMBLE
LIKE JAMES

5 When did James become a loyal fol-
lower of Jesus? After Jesus was raised
from the dead, “he appeared to James,
then to all the apostles.” (1 Cor. 15:7)
That meeting with Jesus marked a turn-
ing point in James’ life. He was present
when the apostles awaited the promised

4. What lessons will we consider?
5. How did James respond when the resurrected
Jesus appeared to him?

holy spirit in an upper room in Jerusa-
lem. (Acts 1:13, 14) Later, James had
the joy of serving as a member of the
first-century governing body. (Acts 15:
6, 13-22; Gal. 2:9) And sometime before
62 C.E., he was inspired to write a let-
ter to anointed Christians. That letter
is of benefit to us today, whether our
hope is heavenly or earthly. (Jas. 1:1)
According to the first-century historian
Josephus, James was executed at the
order of the Jewish High Priest Ananias
the Younger. James remained faithful
to Jehovah until he finished his earthly
course.

6 James was humble. Why can we say
that? Consider the contrast between the
way James eventually responded to Je-
sus and the way that many of the reli-
gious leaders reacted. When James was
confronted by irrefutable evidence that
Jesus is the Son of God, he humbly ac-
cepted it. That was not the case with
the chief priests in Jerusalem. For exam-
ple, they could not deny that Jesus had
raised Lazarus from the dead. Instead of

6. In what way was James different from the reli-
gious leaders of his day?

During the time that
he spent growing up
with Jesus, James
got to know his older
brother very well
(See paragraph 2)

JANUARY 2022 9



acknowledging that Jesus was Jehovah’s
representative, they endeavored to kill
both Jesus and Lazarus. (John 11:53;
12:9-11) Later when Jesus himself was
resurrected from the dead, they con-
spired to hide that fact from the people.
(Matt. 28:11-15) The pride of those reli-
gious leaders caused them to reject the
Messiah.

7 The lesson: Avoid pride, and remain
teachable. Just as disease can harden
the arteries of a literal heart and re-
strict its ability to beat, pride can hard-
en our figurative heart and prevent us
from responding to Jehovah’s direc-
tion. The Pharisees allowed their heart
to become so hard that they refused to
recognize the clear evidence being pre-
sented to them by God’s spirit. (John
12:37-40) That was a dangerous course
because it affected their everlasting fu-
ture. (Matt. 23:13, 33) How important
it is that we continue to allow God’s
Word and spirit to mold our personality

7. Why must we avoid pride?

and influence our thinking and our de-
cisions! (Jas. 3:17) Because James was
humble, he allowed himself to be taught
by Jehovah. And, as we will see, it was
because of his humility that he became
a skillful teacher.

TEACH EFFECTIVELY
LIKE JAMES

8 James did not have an impressive
secular education. The religious leaders
of his day no doubt viewed him in the
same way they viewed the apostles Pe-
ter and John—as “uneducated and or-
dinary.” (Acts 4:13) But James learned
to be an effective teacher, as is evident
when we read the book that bears his
name. Like James, we may have limited
secular education. Even so, with the help
of Jehovah’s spirit and practical training
from his organization, we too can be-
come good teachers. Let us consider the
example James set as a teacher and see
what lessons we can learn.

8. What will help us to become good teachers?

James humbled himself
when Jesus appeared
to him, and from then
on he faithfully served
as Christ’s disciple
(See paragraphs 5-7)
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9 James did not use big words or com-
plicated reasoning. As a result, his au-
dience knew what they needed to do
and how to do it. Consider, for example,
the simple way James taught that Chris-
tians must be willing to suffer injustice
without becoming resentful. He wrote:
“We consider happy those who have en-
dured. You have heard of the endurance
of Job and have seen the outcome Jeho-
vah gave, that Jehovah is very tender in
affection and merciful.” (Jas. 5:11) Note
that James relied on the Scriptures as his
authority. He used God’s Word to help his
audience to see that Jehovah always re-
wards those who, like Job, are loyal to
Him. James got his point across by us-
ing simple words and logic. In that way,
he drew attention, not to himself, but to
Jehovah.

10 The lesson: Keep your message sim-
ple, and teach from God’s Word. Our goal
should be, not to impress otherswith how
much we know, but to impress them with
howmuch Jehovah knows and howmuch
he cares about them. (Rom. 11:33) We
can reach that goal by always basing what
we say on the Scriptures. For example,
rather than tell our Bible students what
we would do in their place, we should
help them to reason on Bible examples
and to perceive Jehovah’s thinking and
feelings.Then they will be motivated by a
desire to please Jehovah, not us.

11 James was realistic. From his letter,

9. How would you describe James’ way of teach-
ing?
10. What is one way that we can imitate James
when teaching?
11. What challenges were some Christians dealing
with in James’ day, and what counsel did he give
them? (James 5:13-15)

it is obvious that James was aware of the
challenges his fellowbelieverswere strug-
gling with, and he gave them clear di-
rection on how to overcome these. For
example, some Christians were slow to
apply counsel. (Jas. 1:22) Others showed
partiality toward the rich. (Jas. 2:1-3)
Still others had a hard time controlling
their tongue. (Jas. 3:8-10) Those Chris-
tians had serious problems, but James
did not give up on them. He presented
his counsel in a kind but straightforward
way and encouraged those who were
struggling spiritually to seek additional
help from the elders.—Read James 5:
13-15.

12 The lesson: Be realistic, but keep a
positive view of others. Many with whom
we study the Bible may struggle to ap-
ply its counsel. (Jas. 4:1-4) It may take
them some time to root out bad traits
and replace them with Christlike qual-
ities. In imitation of James, we must
have the courage to tell our students
where they need to improve. We also
need to remain positive, trusting that
Jehovah will draw humble people to him
and will give them the strength to make
changes in their life.—Jas. 4:10.

13 James kept the right view of himself.
James did not feel that his family back-
ground or his privileged assignments
made him special or placed him above
his brothers and sisters. He referred
to his fellow worshippers as “my be-
loved brothers.” (Jas. 1:16, 19; 2:5) He
did not give the impression that he was

12. How can we remain positive when helping our
Bible students?
13. As indicated at James 3:2 and footnote, what
did James recognize?
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perfect. Rather, he included himself in
the statement: “We all make mistakes
many times.”—Read James 3:2 and
footnote.

14 The lesson: Remember that we are
all sinners. We must not think that we
are somehow superior to those whom
we teach. Why not? If we give our stu-
dent the impression that we are flawless,
he may conclude that he could never
measure up to God’s requirements. But
when we honestly admit that it has not
always been easy for us to follow Scrip-
tural principles and we explain how Je-
hovah has helped us to overcome our
challenges, we will help our student to
see that he too can serve Jehovah.

15 James used illustrations that reached
the heart. No doubt he was helped by
holy spirit, but he likely also learned a
great deal about how to teach by study-
ing the illustrations that his older broth-
er, Jesus, had used. The illustrations

14. Why must we be willing to admit our mistakes?
15. How would you describe the illustrations
James used? (James 3:2-6, 10-12)

James used in his letter are simple, and
the application is clear.—Read James 3:
2-6, 10-12.

16 The lesson: Use effective illustrations.
When you use appropriate illustrations,
you turn ears into eyes. You paint pic-
tures in the minds of people. These pic-
tures help your audience to remember
key Bible truths. Jesus was a master
at using effective illustrations, and his
brother James followed his example. Let
us examine one of James’ illustrations
and consider why it is so effective.

17 Read James 1:22-25. James’ illus-
tration of the mirror is effective for a
number of reasons. He had a specific
point in mind, namely, that to benefit
from God’s Word, we must do more than
read it; we must act on what we read.
James chose an illustration that his au-
dience could quickly relate to—a man
looking in a mirror. His point? It would
be foolish if a man were to look in a mir-

16. Why should we use effective illustrations?
17. Why is the illustration recorded at James 1:22-
25 so effective?

James’ illustrations were simple,
clear, and effective
(See paragraphs 15-16)



ror, see a flaw he can correct, and do
nothing about it. Similarly, it would be
foolish if we were to read God’s Word,
see something that we need to change
about our personality, and do nothing
about it.

18 When using an illustration, you can
imitate James’ example by doing three
things: (1) Make sure that the illustra-
tion is appropriate to the point you
are discussing. (2) Use an illustration
that your audience can easily relate to.
(3) Make the application of the illus-
tration clear. If you find it difficult to
think of appropriate illustrations, con-
sult the Watch Tower Publications Index.
Under the heading “Illustrations,” you
will find dozens of examples that you
can use. Remember, though, that illus-
trations are like a microphone—they will
amplify the point you are making. So be
sure to illustrate only the key points that
you want to teach. Of course, our ul-
timate reason for wanting to improve

18. What three things must we do when using an
illustration?

our teaching skills is, not to draw atten-
tion to ourselves, but to help as many as
possible to be part of Jehovah’s happy
family.

19 We have not had the privilege of
growing up with a perfect older brother,
but we have had the honor of serving Je-
hovah along with a large family of Chris-
tian brothers and sisters. We show our
love for them by associating with them,
by learning from them, and by loyally
serving side by side with them in the
preaching and teaching work. When we
strive to imitate James’ example in our
attitude, conduct, and method of teach-
ing, we bring honor to Jehovah and we
help honesthearted people to draw close
to our loving heavenly Father.

19. How do we show that we appreciate our spiri-
tual family?

��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������

PICTURE DESCRIPTION Page 12: James used the
example of a small fire—something people could
easily understand—to illustrate the danger of mis-
using the tongue.

HOW WOULD YOU ANSWER?

˛ Why must we remain
humble?

˛ Why should we keep
our teaching simple?

˛ Why should we use
effective illustrations?

SONG 114
“Exercise Patience”
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114 “Exercise Patience”
(James 5:8)

Our Sov - ’reign Lord Je - ho - vah Is zeal - ous for his ho - ly
The qual - i - ty of pa - tience Will help us on our god - ly

name. He fer - vent - ly de - si - res To
path. It lets our heart be tran - quil, Pro -

clear it from un - righ - teous blame. Through man - y gen - er -
tects us from un - righ - teous wrath. It finds the good in

a - tions, Great en - dur - ance he has shown; In
oth - ers, Al - ways hop - ing for the best. It
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“Exercise Patience”

(See also Ex. 34:14; Isa. 40:28; 1 Cor. 13:4, 7; 1 Tim. 2:4.)

lov - ing, kind - ly pa - tience, Not wea - ry has he
helps us keep our bal - ance In times when we’re dis -

grown. His will is that sal - va - tion All
tressed. A - long with oth - er vir - tues That

sorts of peo - ple might at - tain. Long - last - ing, lov - ing
ho - ly spir - it can be - stow, Our pa - tience will as -

pa - tience By God will not have been in vain.
sist us To im - i - tate the God we know.


