
Saturday, February 12
Pay constant attention to yourself
and to your teaching.—1 Tim. 4:16.

A student should understand that
the purpose of the Bible study is
to help him to start serving Jeho-
vah as one of His Witnesses. Step-
by-step, a sincere Bible student can
reach the goal of baptism! First, the
student comes to know and love Je-
hovah and put faith in Him. (John 3:
16; 17:3) The student then forms a
relationship with Jehovah and be-
gins to bond with the congregation.
(Heb. 10:24, 25; Jas. 4:8) Eventual-
ly, the student rejects bad practices
and repents of his sins. (Acts 3:19)
Meanwhile, his faith impels him to
share the truth with others. (2 Cor.
4:13) Then he dedicates himself to
Jehovah and symbolizes his dedica-
tion by getting baptized. (1 Pet. 3:21;
4:2) And what a joyous day that is
for everyone! As the student takes
each step toward his goal, be gener-
ous with sincere commendation and
encourage him to continue his prog-
ress in the right direction. w20.10 17-
18 ˚12-13

Sunday, February 13
If the foot should say, “Because I
am not a hand, I am no part of
the body,” that does not make it no
part of the body.—1 Cor. 12:15.
If you compare yourself with oth-

ers in the congregation, you may
be blinded to your own value. Some
in the congregation may be gifted
teachers, good organizers, or skilled
shepherds. Perhaps you feel that
you do not have those gifts to the
same degree. This shows that you
are humble and modest. (Phil. 2:3)
But be careful. If you constant-
ly compare yourself with those who

have outstanding talents, youwill be
disappointed in yourself. You may
even feel, as the apostle Paul men-
tioned, that you have no place in the
congregation at all. Jehovah gave
some first-century Christians mirac-
ulous gifts of the holy spirit, but
not all Christians received the same
gifts. (1 Cor. 12:4-11) Yet, each Chris-
tian was valuable. Today, we do not
have the miraculous gifts of the holy
spirit. But the principle still applies.
We may not all have the same tal-
ents, but all of us are valuable to Je-
hovah. w20.08 23 ˚13-15

Monday, February 14
Jehovah is on my side; I will
not be afraid.—Ps. 118:6.

When you pray for courage and
boldness, Jehovah will answer your
prayers and never abandon you.
(Acts 4:29, 31) He is always there to
give you support. Think about how
he has helped you overcome chal-
lenges and given you the strength to
make changes in your lifestyle. Cer-
tainly the One who led his people
through the Red Sea can help you
to be a disciple of Christ. (Ex. 14:
13) Maintain the same conviction as
did the psalmist who said the words
of today’s text. Jehovah can also
help new publishers to be coura-
geous. Note the experience of a sis-
ter named Tomoyo. When she start-
ed to preach from house to house,
the first householder she met shout-
ed: “I don’t want anything to do with
Jehovah’s Witnesses!” and slammed
the door. Tomoyo courageously told
her companion: “Did you hear that?
I didn’t have to say a word, and
she recognized me as one of Jeho-
vah’s Witnesses. I’m so happy!” To-
moyo now serves as a regular pio-
neer. w20.09 6 ˚13-14



Tuesday, February 15
Asa did what was good and right
in the eyes of Jehovah his God.

—2 Chron. 14:2.
Asa told the people that it was

Jehovah who had “given [them]
rest all around.” (2 Chron. 14:6, 7)
Asa did not feel that this period of
peace was a time to relax. On the
contrary, he set out to build cities,
walls, towers, and gates. He told
the people of Judah: “The land is
still at our disposal.” What did Asa
mean? He meant that the people
could move about freely in their
God-given land and build without
opposition from enemies. He urged
the people to take advantage of this
time of peace. Asa also used the
time of peace to strengthen his mil-
itary force. (2 Chron. 14:8) Does
this mean that he did not trust
in Jehovah? No. Rather, Asa knew
that it was his duty as king to pre-
pare the people for the troubles
they might face in the future. Asa
knew that the period of peace that
Judah enjoyed likely would not last
indefinitely, and this proved true.
w20.09 15 ˚4-5

Wednesday, February 16
Do not go beyond the things
that are written.—1 Cor. 4:6.

With good intentions, an elder
might make rules that he hopes
will protect God’s sheep. However,
there are significant differences be-
tween the role of an elder and the
role of a family head. For instance,
Jehovah has assigned the elders to
act as judges, and he has given them
the responsibility of removing un-
repentant sinners from the congre-
gation. (1 Cor. 5:11-13) On the oth-

er hand, Jehovah has given family
heads some authority that he has
not given to elders. For instance, he
has authorized a family head both
to make and to enforce rules for
his family. (Rom. 7:2) For example, a
family head has the right to decide
at what time his children should ar-
rive home at night. He also has
the authority to discipline his chil-
dren if they fail to obey that rule.
(Eph. 6:1) Of course, a loving family
head consults with his wife before
making rules in the household; after
all, the two of them are “one flesh.”
—Matt. 19:6. w21.02 16-18 ˚10-13

Thursday, February 17
[Wisdom] is more precious than
corals; nothing you desire can

compare to it.—Prov. 3:15.
One reason why the truths found

in God’s Word are precious is that
Jehovah reveals them only to hum-
ble ones who are “rightly disposed.”
(Acts 13:48) Such individuals accept
the channel he uses to dispense
those truths today. (Matt. 11:25; 24:
45) We cannot learn these truths on
our own, and nothing else is any-
where near as valuable. (Prov. 3:13)
Jehovah has also entrusted us with
the privilege of teaching others the
truth about him and his purposes.
(Matt. 24:14) The message we bear
is invaluable because it helps peo-
ple become part of Jehovah’s fam-
ily and gives them the opportuni-
ty to gain everlasting life. (1 Tim. 4:
16) Whether our personal share in
the ministry is large or small, we
are supporting the most important
work being done at this time. (1 Tim.
2:3, 4) What an honor it is to be
God’s fellow workers!—1 Cor. 3:9.
w20.09 26-27 ˚4-5



Friday, February 18
We found brothers and were urged
to remain with them.—Acts 28:14.
During his journey to Rome, the

apostle Paul time and again re-
ceived help that Jehovah provided
by means of his fellow believers.
For example, two faithful compan-
ions of Paul, Aristarchus and Luke,
decided to travel with him to Rome.
They willingly risked their lives to
be with Paul, although it does not
appear that either of them had re-
ceived a personal assurance from
Jesus that they would reach Rome.
Only later, during the rough voyage,
did they learn that their lives would
be spared. When they reached the
port city of Sidon, Julius permitted
Paul “to go to his friends and enjoy
their care.” (Acts 27:1-3) And later,
in the city of Puteoli, Paul and his
companions “found brothers and
were urged to remain with them for
seven days.” While the Christians in
those places cared for the needs of
Paul and his companions, Paul no
doubt brought great joy to his hosts
by sharing upbuilding experiences.
—Compare Acts 15:2, 3. w20.11 15-16
˚15-17

Saturday, February 19
Godly devotion . . . holds promise
of the life now and the life that is

to come.—1 Tim. 4:8.
Parents, teach your children in

word and action that you love Je-
hovah deeply. Realize that the great-
est gift that you can give them is
the opportunity to love Jehovah.
And one of the most valuable les-
sons that you can teach them is how
to keep a good spiritual routine of
study, prayer, meetings, and partici-
pation in the ministry. (1 Tim. 6:6)

Of course, you must give your chil-
dren the material things they need.
(1 Tim. 5:8) But remember that it
will be your children’s close rela-
tionship with Jehovah, not their ma-
terial possessions, that will help
them to survive the end of this old
system and make it into God’s new
world. (Ezek. 7:19) How heartwarm-
ing it is to see somany Christian par-
ents who are making good spiritual
choices for their families! Children
who are raised in such families often
continue with the good habits they
learned, and they have no regrets!
—Prov. 10:22. w20.10 28-29 ˚10-11

Sunday, February 20
You will not have this happen
to you at all.—Matt. 16:22.

On occasion, the apostle Peter
said or did things that he later re-
gretted. For instance, when Jesus
told his apostles that he would suf-
fer and die, Peter rebuked him, say-
ing the above. (Matt. 16:21-23) Jesus
then corrected Peter. When a mob
came to arrest Jesus, Peter acted
rashly, cutting off the ear of a slave
of the high priest. (John 18:10, 11)
Again, Jesus corrected the apos-
tle. In addition, Peter had boasted
that while the other apostles might
stumble in connection with Christ,
he would never do so! (Matt. 26:33)
But that overconfidence gave way to
fear of man, and Peter denied his
Master three times. Deeply discour-
aged, Peter “went outside and wept
bitterly.” (Matt. 26:69-75) He must
have wondered if Jesus could ever
forgive him. However, Peter did not
allow himself to be overwhelmed by
discouragement. After stumbling,
he recovered, and we later find him
with the other apostles.—John 21:
1-3; Acts 1:15, 16. w20.12 20 ˚17-18



�
TREASURES
FROM GOD’S WORD______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

“Jehovah Is Considerate”: (10 min.)
Spiritual Gems: (10 min.)

1Sa 3:3—How do we know that Samuel
did not sleep in the Most Holy? (w05
3/15 21 ˚6)

What spiritual gems from this week’s
Bible reading would you like to share
regarding Jehovah, the field ministry,
or something else?

Bible Reading: (4 min.) 1Sa 3:1-18 (10)

�
APPLY YOURSELF
TO THE FIELD MINISTRY______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Initial Call: (3 min.) Begin with the sample
conversation. Offer a Bible study using the
Enjoy Life Forever! brochure. (11)

Return Visit: (4 min.) Begin with the sample
conversation. Offer the Enjoy Life Forever!
brochure, and start a Bible study in les-
son 01. (15)

Bible Study: (5 min.) lffi lesson 03 point 6 (14)

�
LIVING
AS CHRISTIANS______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Song 30
“Lessons From Samuel’s Life”: (15 min.)

Discussion. Play the video Learn From
Them—Samuel (video category FAMILY).

Congregation Bible Study: (30 min.)
rr chap. 20 ˚9-17, box 20A

FEBRUARY 14 - 20 � 1 SAMUEL 3 - 5

Song 1 and Prayer � Opening Comments (1 min.)

� Concluding Comments (3 min.) � Song 99 and Prayer

� Jehovah Is Considerate
Samuel thought that Eli was calling him

(1Sa 3:4-7; w18.09 24 ˚3)
Jehovah made it clear that He was calling

Samuel (1Sa 3:8, 9)
Jehovah showed kind consideration

for young Samuel (1Sa 3:15-18;
w18.09 24 ˚4)

ASK YOURSELF: ‘In what ways can I show
consideration for younger ones and older
ones? How can I show consideration for
others at Christian meetings?’

12
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1 Jehovah’s Attributes
(Revelation 4:11)

(See also Ps. 36:9; 145:6-13; Eccl. 3:14; Jas. 1:17.)

Je - ho - vah our God, ex - alt - ed in might,
Your heav - en - ly throne, on jus - tice it stands.
The great - est of all is your per - fect love.

Cre - a - tor of life and Pro - vid - er of light.
To us you make known all your righ - teous com - mands.
Be - yond all com - pare are your gifts from a - bove.

Cre - a - tion speaks of your pow - er so grand;
And as we turn to your Word, we can see
Your at - tri - butes and your glo - ri - ous name,

The heav - ens and earth for - ev - er stand.
Your wis - dom re - vealed so bril - liant - ly.
With joy and with zeal, we will pro - claim.



401 1 SAMUEL 2:30–3:12
and my offering that I have com-
manded in my place of dwell-
ing?a Why do you keep honoring
your sons more than me by fat-
tening yourselves from the best
portions of every offering of my
people Israel?b

30 “‘That is why the word of
Jehovah the God of Israel is: “I
did indeed say that your house
and the house of your forefather
would always walk before me.”c

But now Jehovah declares: “It
is unthinkable, on my part, be-
cause those honoring me I will
honor,d but those despising me
will be treated with contempt.”
31 Look! Days are coming when
I will cut off your strength and
that of your father’s house, so
that no man in your house will
live to old age.e 32And  you
will look upon a rival in my
dwelling amid all the good that
is done to Israel,f  and never
again will there be an old man
in your house. 33 The man of
yours whom I do not cut off
from serving at my altar will
cause your eyes to fail and will
bring you grief, but the great-
er number of your house will die
by the sword of men.g 34 And
what happens to your two sons,
Hoph′ni and Phin′e·has, will be
the sign for you: On one day
both of them will die.h 35 Then
I will raise up for myself a faith-
ful priest.i  He will act in harmo-
ny with what is my heart’s de-
sire; and I will build for him a
lasting house, and he will walk
before my anointed one always.
36 Anyone who remains in your
house will come and bow down
to him for the payment of mon-
ey and a loaf of bread, and will
say: “Assign me, please, to one of
the priestly offices to eat a piece
of bread.”’”j

2:31 Lit., “arm.” 2:33 Or “will cause
your soul to pine away.” 2:35 Or “is in
my heart and in my soul.”

3 Meanwhile, the boy Samuel
was ministeringa to Jehovah

before E′li, but word from Jeho-
vah had become rare in those
days; visionsb were not wide-
spread.

2One  day E′li was lying
down in his usual place, and
his eyes had grown dim; he was
not able to see.c 3 The lamp of
Godd had not yet been extin-
guished, and Samuel was lying in
the templee of Jehovah, where
the Ark of God was. 4Jeho-
vah then called Samuel. He an-
swered: “Here I am.” 5 He ran
to E′li and said: “Here I am,
for you called me.” But he said:
“I did not call. Lie down again.”
So he went and lay down. 6 Je-
hovah called once again: “Sam-
uel!” At this Samuel got up and
went to E′li and said: “Here I am,
for you called me.” But he said:
“I did not call, my son. Lie down
again.” 7 (Now Samuel had not
yet come to know Jehovah, and
the word of Jehovah had not yet
been revealed to him.)f 8So
Jehovah called again, a third
time: “Samuel!” At that he got up
and went to E′li and said: “Here
I am, for you called me.”

E′li then realized that it was
Jehovah who was calling the
boy. 9 So E′li said to Samuel:
“Go, lie down, and if he calls
you, you should say, ‘Speak, Je-
hovah, for your servant is listen-
ing.’” And Samuel went and lay
down in his place.

10Jehovah  came and stood
there, and he called as at
the other times: “Samuel, Samu-
el!” At this Samuel said: “Speak,
for your servant is listening.”
11Jehovah  said to Samuel:
“Look! I am doing something in
Israel that will make both ears
of anyone who hears about it tin-
gle.g 12 On that day I will car-
ry out toward E′li all that I said

3:3 That is, the tabernacle.

CHAP.2
a Ex 25:8

Jos 18:1
1Sa 1:3

b 1Sa 2:14-16

c Ex 28:43

d Ps 18:20
Ps 91:14

e 1Sa 3:14
1Sa 4:11,18
1Sa 22:18
1Ki 2:27

f Ps 78:60,61

g 1Sa 22:18,21

h 1Sa 4:11,17

i 1Ki 2:27,35
1Ch 29:22

j Le 2:3
Nu 5:9

____________________

Second Col.
____________________

CHAP.3
a 1Sa 2:11,18

b Nu 12:6
1Ch 17:15

c 1Sa 4:15

d Le 24:2

e 1Sa 1:9
1Sa 3:15

f Am 3:7

g 1Sa 4:17



1 SAMUEL 3:13–4:11 402
about his house, from start to
finish.a 13You  must tell him
that I am bringing a lasting judg-
ment on his house for the error
that he has known about,b for
his sons are cursing God,c but
he has not rebuked them.d
14 That is why I have sworn to
the house of E′li that the error
of the house of E′li will never be
atoned for by sacrifices or by of-
ferings.”e

15 Samuel lay down until the
morning; then he opened the
doors of Jehovah’s house. Sam-
uel was afraid to tell E′li of the
vision. 16But  E′li called for
Samuel: “Samuel, my son!” At
this he said: “Here I am.” 17 He
asked: “What message did he
speak to you? Please, do not hide
it from me. May God do so to you
and add to it if you hide from me
a single word of all that he said
to you.” 18 So Samuel told him
everything, and he did not hide
anything from him. Eli said: “It
is Jehovah. Let him do what is
good in his eyes.”

19 Samuel continued growing
up, and Jehovah himself was
with himf and did not let any
of all his words go unfulfilled.
20 All Israel from Dan to Be′er-
she′ba became aware that Samu-
el had been confirmed as Jeho-
vah’s prophet. 21 And Jehovah
continued to appear in Shi′loh,
for Jehovah revealed himself to
Samuel in Shi′loh by the word of
Jehovah.g

4 And the word of Samuel went
out to all Israel.

Then Israel went out to meet
the Phi·lis′tines in battle; they
camped beside Eb·en·e′zer, and
the Phi·lis′tines were encamped
at A′phek.2The   Phi·lis′tines
drew up in battle formation to
meet Israel, but the battle went
badly and Israel was defeated
by the Phi·lis′tines, who struck

3:19 Lit., “fall to the earth.”

down about 4,000 men from the
battle line in the field. 3 When
the people returned to the camp,
the elders of Israel said: “Why
did Jehovah allow us to be de-
feated today by the Phi·lis′-
tines?a Let us take the ark of Je-
hovah’s covenant with us from
Shi′loh,b so that it may be with
us and save us from the hand
of our enemies.” 4 So the peo-
ple sent men to Shi′loh, and they
carried from there the ark of the
covenant of Jehovah of armies,
who sits enthroned above the
cherubs.c The two sons of E′li,
Hoph′ni and Phin′e·has,d were
also there with the ark of the
covenant of the true God.

5 As soon as the ark of the
covenant of Jehovah came into
the camp, all the Israelites broke
out into loud shouting, so that
the earth shook. 6When  the
Phi·lis′tines heard the sound of
the shouting, they said: “Why is
there such loud shouting in the
camp of the Hebrews?” Final-
ly they learned that the Ark
of Jehovah had come into the
camp.7The   Phi·lis′tines be-
came afraid, for they said: “God
has come into the camp!”e So
they said: “Too bad for us, for
nothing like this has ever hap-
pened before! 8Too  bad for
us! Who will save us from the
hand of this majestic God? This
is the God who struck Egypt
with every sort of slaughter in
the wilderness.f9Be   coura-
geous and act like men, you Phi-
lis′tines, so that you may not
serve the Hebrews just as they
have served you.g Act like men
and fight!” 10So  the Phi·lis′-
tines fought and Israel was de-
feated,h and each one fled to
his tent. The slaughter was
very great; on Israel’s side, 30,-
000 foot soldiers fell. 11 More-

4:3 Lit., “Why has Jehovah defeated
us?” 4:4 Or possibly, “between.”

CHAP.3
a Nu 23:19

1Sa 2:31-34
Isa 55:10,11

b 1Sa 2:22,23
Joh 15:22
Jas 4:17

c Nu 15:30
1Sa 2:12,17

d Ec 8:11

e 1Sa 4:11
1Sa 22:21
1Ki 2:27

f 1Sa 2:21

g 1Sa 3:1,4
Ps 99:6

____________________

Second Col.
____________________

CHAP.4
a De 28:15,25

De 32:30
Jg 2:14

b 2Sa 15:25

c Ex 25:18
Nu 7:89
2Ki 19:15
Ps 80:1

d 1Sa 2:12

e Ex 14:25
Ex 15:14

f Ex 7:5
Ps 78:43,51

g De 28:48
Jg 10:7
Jg 13:1

h Le 26:14,17
De 28:25
1Sa 4:2



403 1 SAMUEL 4:12–5:7
over, the Ark of God was cap-
tured, and the two sons of E′li,
Hoph′ni and Phin′e·has, died.a

12A  man of Benjamin ran
from the battle line and arrived
at Shi′loh on that day with his
garments ripped apart and dirt
on his head.b 13 When the man
arrived, E′li was sitting on the
seat by the roadside watch-
ing, because his heart was trem-
bling over the Ark of the true
God.c The man went into the
city to report the news, and
the whole city began crying out.
14When  E′li heard the sound
of the outcry, he asked: “What
does the sound of this tur-
moil mean?” The same man hur-
ried in and reported the news
to E′li.15(Now   E′li was 98
years old, and his eyes stared
straight ahead, and he could not
see.)d 16 Then the man said to
E′li: “I am the one who came
from the battle line! Just today
I fled from the battle line.” At
this he asked: “What happened,
my son?” 17 So the bearer of
the news related: “Israel has fled
from the Phi·lis′tines, and there
was a great defeat among the
people;e also your own two sons,
Hoph′ni and Phin′e·has, have
died,f  and the Ark of the true
God has been captured.”g

18At  the moment he men-
tioned the Ark of the true
God, E′li fell backward from
his seat beside the gate, and his
neck was broken and he died,
for he was old and heavy. He
had judged Israel for 40 years.
19 His daughter-in-law, the wife
of Phin′e·has, was pregnant and
close to giving birth. When she
heard the report that the Ark of
the true God had been cap-
tured and that her father-in-law
and her husband had died, she
doubled over and unexpectedly
went into labor and gave birth.
20 As she was dying, the women
standing by her said: “Do not be

afraid, for you have given birth
to a son.” She did not answer
and did not pay attention to it.
21 But she named the boy Ich′-
a·bod,a saying: “Glory has gone
away from Israel into exile,”b re-
ferring to the capture of the
Ark of the true God and what
happened to her father-in-law
and her husband.c 22 She said:
“Glory has gone away from Isra-
el into exile, because the Ark of
the true God has been cap-
tured.”d

5 When the Phi·lis′tines cap-
tured the Arke of the true

God, they brought it from Eb·en-
e′zer to Ash′dod. 2 The Phi·lis′-
tines took the Ark of the true
God and brought it into the
house of Da′gon and set it be-
side Da′gon.f 3 When the Ash′-
dod·ites got up early the next
day, there was Da′gon fallen
facedown on the ground before
the Ark of Jehovah.g  So they
took Da′gon and returned him to
his place.h 4 When they got up
early in the morning on the fol-
lowing day, there was Da′gon fall-
en facedown on the ground be-
fore the Ark of Jehovah. The
head of Da′gon and the palms
of both his hands were cut off
and were lying on the thresh-
old. Only the fish part had
been left intact. 5 That is why
to this day, the priests of Da′-
gon and all those who enter the
house of Da′gon do not walk on
the threshold of Da′gon in Ash′-
dod.

6The  hand of Jehovah was
heavy against the Ash′dod·ites,
and he devastated them by strik-
ing Ash′dod and its territories
with piles.i 7 When the men of
Ash′dod saw what was happen-
ing, they said: “Do not let the

4:20 Or “and did not set her heart
on it.” 4:21 Meaning “Where Is the
Glory?” 5:2 Or “temple.” 5:4 Lit.,
“Only Dagon.” 5:6 Or “hemorrhoids.”

CHAP.4
a 1Sa 2:31,34

1Sa 4:3,17
Ps 78:61,64

b Jos 7:6

c 1Sa 4:4

d 1Sa 3:2

e 1Sa 3:11

f 1Sa 2:34

g 1Sa 4:10,11
____________________

Second Col.
a 1Sa 14:3

b Ps 78:61

c 1Sa 2:32,34
1Sa 4:5,11

d 1Sa 4:11
Jer 7:12

____________________

CHAP.5
e 1Sa 4:11

f Jg 16:23
1Ch 10:8-10

g Ex 12:12
1Ch 16:26
Ps 97:7

h Isa 46:6,7

i 1Sa 6:5,6



1 SAMUEL 5:8–6:12 404
Ark of the God of Israel remain
with us, for his hand has dealt
harshly with us and our god Da′-
gon.” 8So  they sent for and
gathered all the lords of the Phi-
lis′tines and asked them: “What
should we do with the Ark of
the God of Israel?” They replied:
“Let the Ark of the God of Isra-
el be moved to Gath.”a So they
moved the Ark of the God of Is-
rael there.

9 After they moved it there,
the hand of Jehovah came
against the city, bringing great
panic. He struck the men of the
city, from small to great, and
piles broke out on them.b 10 So
they sent the Ark of the true
God to Ek′ron,c but as soon as
the Ark of the true God came to
Ek′ron, the Ek′ron·ites began to
cry out: “They have brought the
Ark of the God of Israel to us to
put us and our people to death!”d

11 Then they sent for and gath-
ered all the lords of the Phi·lis′-
tines and said: “Send the Ark of
the God of Israel away; let it re-
turn to its place so that we and
our people may not be put to
death.” For the terror of death
had spread through the whole
city; the hand of the true God
had been very heavy there,e
12 and the men who did not die
had been struck with piles. And
the city’s cry for help ascended
to the heavens.

6 The Arkf of Jehovah was in
Phi·lis′tine territory for sev-

en months. 2The  Phi·lis′tines
called the priests and the divin-
ersg and asked: “What should we
do with the Ark of Jehovah? Let
us know how we should send it
back to its place.” 3 They re-
plied: “If you send the ark
of the covenant of Jehovah the
God of Israel away, do not send
it back without an offering. You
should by all means return to
him a guilt offering.h Only then
will you be healed, and it will

be made known to you why his
hand has not turned away from
you.” 4So  they asked: “What
guilt offering should we send to
him?” They said: “According to
the number of the lords of the
Phi·lis′tines,a  send five golden
piles and five golden mice, for
the same scourge has afflicted
every one of you and your lords.
5You  should make images of
your piles and images of your
miceb that are bringing the land
to ruin, and you should honor
the God of Israel. Perhaps he
will lighten the weight of his
hand that is on you and your god
and your land.c 6Why  should
you harden your heart as Egypt
and Phar′aoh hardened their
hearts?d When He dealt harsh-
ly with them,e they had to send
Israel away, and they departed.f
7 Now prepare a new wagon and
two cows that have calves and
have never been under a yoke.
Then hitch the cows to the wag-
on, but take their calves back
home, away from them. 8 Take
the Ark of Jehovah and place it
on the wagon, and put the gold-
en articles that you are sending
to him as a guilt offering in a
box next to it.g Then send it on
its way 9 and watch: If it goes
up the road to Beth-she′mesh,h
to its own territory, then it is the
one who has done this great evil
to us. But if not, we will know
that it was not his hand that
struck us; it happened to us by
coincidence.”

10The  men did according-
ly. They took two cows that
had calves and hitched them to
the wagon, and the calves they
penned up at home. 11Then
they put the Ark of Jeho-
vah on the wagon, as well
as the box containing the gold-
en mice and the images of their
piles. 12And  the cows went
straight ahead on the road to

6:4 Or “hemorrhoids.”

CHAP.5
a 1Sa 17:4

b 1Sa 5:6

c Jos 15:20,45
2Ki 1:2
Am 1:8

d 1Sa 5:7

e 1Sa 5:6,9
____________________

CHAP.6
f 1Sa 4:11

1Sa 5:1
Ps 78:61

g De 18:9,10
Isa 2:6

h 1Sa 6:4,17
____________________

Second Col.
a Jos 13:2,3

1Sa 6:16

b 1Sa 6:18

c 1Sa 5:6,11

d Ex 7:13
Ex 8:15
Ex 14:17

e Ex 9:14,16
Ro 9:17,18

f Ex 6:1
Ex 11:1
Ex 12:33

g 1Sa 6:3,4

h Jos 15:10,12
Jos 21:8,16
2Ch 28:18



�
TREASURES
FROM GOD’S WORD______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

“Jehovah Is Considerate”: (10 min.)
Spiritual Gems: (10 min.)

1Sa 3:3—How do we know that Samuel
did not sleep in the Most Holy? (w05
3/15 21 ˚6)

What spiritual gems from this week’s
Bible reading would you like to share
regarding Jehovah, the field ministry,
or something else?

Bible Reading: (4 min.) 1Sa 3:1-18 (10)

�
APPLY YOURSELF
TO THE FIELD MINISTRY______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Initial Call: (3 min.) Begin with the sample
conversation. Offer a Bible study using the
Enjoy Life Forever! brochure. (11)

Return Visit: (4 min.) Begin with the sample
conversation. Offer the Enjoy Life Forever!
brochure, and start a Bible study in les-
son 01. (15)

Bible Study: (5 min.) lffi lesson 03 point 6 (14)

�
LIVING
AS CHRISTIANS______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Song 30
“Lessons From Samuel’s Life”: (15 min.)

Discussion. Play the video Learn From
Them—Samuel (video category FAMILY).

Congregation Bible Study: (30 min.)
rr chap. 20 ˚9-17, box 20A

FEBRUARY 14 - 20 � 1 SAMUEL 3 - 5

Song 1 and Prayer � Opening Comments (1 min.)

� Concluding Comments (3 min.) � Song 99 and Prayer

� Jehovah Is Considerate
Samuel thought that Eli was calling him

(1Sa 3:4-7; w18.09 24 ˚3)
Jehovah made it clear that He was calling

Samuel (1Sa 3:8, 9)
Jehovah showed kind consideration

for young Samuel (1Sa 3:15-18;
w18.09 24 ˚4)

ASK YOURSELF: ‘In what ways can I show
consideration for younger ones and older
ones? How can I show consideration for
others at Christian meetings?’

12



February 14-20 / 1 Samuel 3-5 

Song 1 and Prayer 

Opening Comments (1 minute) 

Treasures From God’s Word 

“Jehovah Is Considerate”: (10 minutes) 

Samuel thought that Eli was calling him 

1 Samuel 3:4-7: Jehovah then called Samuel. He answered: “Here I am.” He ran to Eli and said: “Here I 

am, for you called me.” But he said: “I did not call. Lie down again.” So he went and lay down. Jehovah 

called once again: “Samuel!” At this Samuel got up and went to Eli and said: “Here I am, for you called 

me.” But he said: “I did not call, my son. Lie down again.” (Now Samuel had not yet come to know 

Jehovah, and the word of Jehovah had not yet been revealed to him.) 

w18.09 24 paragraph 3 

Samuel began “ministering to Jehovah” at the tabernacle at a very early age. (1 Samuel 3:1) One night 

after Samuel had retired, something most unusual happened. (Read 1 Samuel 3:2-10.) He heard a 

voice call him by name. Thinking that it was the voice of the aged High Priest Eli, Samuel obediently 

ran to him and said: “Here I am, for you called me.” Eli denied doing so. When the same thing 

happened two more times, Eli realized that it was God who was calling Samuel. So he told the boy 

how to respond, and Samuel obeyed. Why did Jehovah, by means of his angel, not reveal himself to 

Samuel on the first occasion? The Bible does not say, but the way events unfolded suggests that 

consideration for young Samuel was an important factor. How so? 

  

Jehovah made it clear that He was calling Samuel 

1 Samuel 3:8, 9: So Jehovah called again, a third time: “Samuel!” At that he got up and went to Eli 

and said: “Here I am, for you called me.” Eli then realized that it was Jehovah who was calling the boy. 

So Eli said to Samuel: “Go, lie down, and if he calls you, you should say, ‘Speak, Jehovah, for your 

servant is listening.’” And Samuel went and lay down in his place. 

 



Jehovah showed kind consideration for young Samuel 

1 Samuel 3:15-18: Samuel lay down until the morning; then he opened the doors of Jehovah’s house. 

Samuel was afraid to tell Eli of the vision. But Eli called for Samuel: “Samuel, my son!” At this he said: 

“Here I am.” He asked: “What message did he speak to you? Please, do not hide it from me. May God 

do so to you and add to it if you hide from me a single word of all that he said to you.” So Samuel 

told him everything, and he did not hide anything from him. Eli said: “It is Jehovah. Let him do what is 

good in his eyes.” 

w18.09 24 paragraph 4 

Read 1 Samuel 3:11-18. Jehovah’s Law commanded children to respect the aged, especially a 

chieftain. (Exodus 22:28; Leviticus 19:32) Can you imagine Samuel going up to Eli in the morning and 

boldly telling him God’s stinging judgment message? Of course not! Indeed, the account tells us that 

Samuel “was afraid to tell Eli of the vision.” However, God made clear to Eli that He was calling 

Samuel. As a result, Eli took charge of the situation and told Samuel to speak. “[Do not] hide from me 

a single word of all that he said to you,” Eli commanded. Samuel obediently “told him everything.” 

[Image:] Collage: 1. Young Samuel listens as Jehovah speaks to him. 2. Samuel delivers Jehovah’s 

message to Eli. 

Ask Yourself: ‘In what ways can I show consideration for younger ones and older ones? How can I 

show consideration for others at Christian meetings?’ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Spiritual Gems 

1 Samuel 3:3—How do we know that Samuel did not sleep in the Most Holy? 

1 Samuel 3:3: The lamp of God had not yet been extinguished, and Samuel was lying in the temple of 

Jehovah, where the Ark of God was. 

w05 3/15 21 paragraph 6 

Did Samuel actually sleep in the Most Holy? No, he did not. Samuel was a Levite of the nonpriestly 

family of the Kohathites. (1 Chronicles 6:33-38) As such, he was not permitted to “come in to see the 

holy things.” (Numbers 4:17-20) The only part of the sanctuary that Samuel had access to was the 

tabernacle courtyard. That is where he must have slept. Apparently, Eli also slept somewhere in the 

courtyard. The expression “where the ark of God was” evidently refers to the tabernacle area. 

What spiritual gems from this week’s Bible reading would you like to share regarding Jehovah, the 

field ministry, or something else? 

Bible Reading: (4 minutes) 1 Samuel 3:1-18 (th study 10) 
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Samuel thought that Eli was calling him

(1Sa 3:4-7; w18.09 24 ˚3)
Jehovah made it clear that He was calling

Samuel (1Sa 3:8, 9)
Jehovah showed kind consideration

for young Samuel (1Sa 3:15-18;
w18.09 24 ˚4)

ASK YOURSELF: ‘In what ways can I show
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E NJOY L I F E
FOR EVE R !

I N T R O D U C T O R Y B I B L E L E S S O N S

34567

Does God
Care About
You?

SAMPLE CONVERSATIONS

Initial Call�
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Question: How do we know that God cares
about us as individuals?
Scripture: Mt 10:29-31
Link: How does God help us to cope with
present problems?

) FIND THIS SCRIPTURE IN THE TEACHING TOOLBOX:

˙ wp18.3 4

Return Visit�
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Question: How does God help us to cope with
present problems?
Scripture: Jer 29:11
Link: How can the Bible guide us?

) FIND THIS SCRIPTURE IN THE TEACHING TOOLBOX:

˙ lffi 7

� You may adjust the question and link according to local circumstances.

Cover picture: Ruth and Boaz bring baby Obed to Naomi Vol. 7, No. 1

FEBRUARY 28 –MARCH 6

�
INCREASE YOUR JOY IN THE MINISTRY
Help Bible Students to Avoid Bad Associations

To gain Jehovah’s friendship, Bible stu-
dents must select good associates. (Ps
15:1, 4) Good associates will influence
them to do what is right.—Pr 13:20; lff
lesson 48.

When helping your Bible students to
avoid bad associations, be empathetic.
They may struggle to give up friends
in the world. Therefore, show genuine
personal interest in them between Bible
studies. This may involve a text message,
a phone call, or a short visit. As your stu-
dents progress, you can include them in
association with God’s people. Then they
will clearly see that they are gaining far
more than they are losing. (Mr 10:29, 30)
You too will find joy as you see Jehovah’s
family increase.

WATCH THE VIDEO DRAMATIZATION HELP YOUR BIBLE
STUDENTS TO AVOID BAD ASSOCIATIONS, AND THEN
ANSWER THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS:

˙ What are bad associations?—1Co 15:33

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

˙ How did Jade imagine what a Christian gathering
would be like?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

˙ How did Neeta help Jade to replace bad associations?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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History confirms that King Cyrus of Persia and his army conquered
the city of Babylon in 539 B.C.E.� They diverted the river that pro-
tected the city. After entering the city through gates that had been
left open, they captured it without a battle. Today, over 2,500 years
later, Babylon lies in ruins. Note what the Bible foretold.

Read Isaiah 13:19, 20, and then discuss this question:

˙ How does what happened to Babylon confirm the fulfillment
of this prophecy?

� B.C.E. means “Before the Common Era,” and C.E. means “Common Era.”

6. The Bible foretold things
we see today
The Bible refers to our time as “the last days.”
(2 Timothy 3:1) Notice what the Bible foretold about
this time period.

Read Matthew 24:6, 7, and then discuss this
question:

˙ What significant conditions did the Bible say
would exist during the last days?

Read 2 Timothy 3:1-5, and then discuss these
questions:

˙ What common attitudes of people during the
last days did the Bible describe?

˙ Which of these attitudes have you observed?

SOME PEOPLE SAY: “The Bible is a book of myths and legends.”

˙ In your opinion, what is the strongest evidence that the Bible is trustworthy?

Babylon’s ruins in modern-day Iraq

13
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ẇ œ œ ˙̇
™ ˙ œ ‰̇ œ ™ œ̇j œ ™

œ ™˙̇ œj ˙̇ œ̇ œ œ œ̇ œ œ ˙̇̇ ™™™ œœœ

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ ˙ ™‰ œj œ œ œ œœ#

œ ™˙̇ œj œœ ™™˙ œj ˙ ™œœ ™™ œJ œ œœœ ˙̇̇̇ œœœœ œœ œœœœ œœ

œ œ œn
œ œ œ# œ œ ˙n œœ w

‰ œj œ œ ˙

œœœœ œœœ œœœ œ œ œ œœœ œœ œœ œ œ œ ˙̇ ™™ œœœ

w
‰ œj œ œ ˙

w‰ œj œ œ ˙ w‰ œj œ œ œ œ

30 My Father, My God and Friend
(Hebrews 6:10)

Chorus

Life in this world can be hard. Life in this world can bring
Gone are the days of my youth; Days of ca - lam - i - ty

tears and pain. Still ev - ’ry day I will say, “My
now are here. Still through the eyes of my faith, My

life is not in vain.”
hope is bright and clear. For God is not un -

righ - teous, And he re - mem - bers the love I’ve shown. So



°

¢

°

¢

°

¢

°

¢

&
Dm7 Em F

?

&
G7 C Em

?

&
F Fm/D

?

&
C/G G7sus4 G7 G7/C C

?

˙̇̇ œœœ œ œ œ œœœ ˙̇̇ œ œ œœœ œœœœ œœœœ œ œ œ

w
‰ œj œ œ ˙

w
‰ œj œ œ ˙

w‰ œj œ œ ˙

Œ̇ ™ œœ œ œœœ ˙̇̇̇ œœœœ œœ œœœœ œœ œœœœ œœœ œœœ œ œ œ

w‰ œj œ œ œ œ
w
‰ œj œ œ ˙

w
‰ œj œ œ ˙

œœœ œœ œœ œ œ œ ˙̇̇b ™™
™ œ œ

w‰ œj œ œ ˙
w
‰ œj œ œb ˙

œww ˙̇ œ œ œ̇̇̇
™™
™ ˙̇ œœœ ˙ ™œœ ™™ œJ ˙ œ www

Ów ˙ Ów ˙ œ œ ˙ ™
www

My Father, My God and Friend

(See also Ps. 71:17, 18.)

he is ev - er near me; With Je - ho - vah, I’m not a -

lone. Yes, God is my pro - vid - er and my pro-

tec - tor down to the end. Yes, Je -

ho - vah is my Fa - ther, My God and Friend.



�
TREASURES
FROM GOD’S WORD______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

“Jehovah Is Considerate”: (10 min.)
Spiritual Gems: (10 min.)

1Sa 3:3—How do we know that Samuel
did not sleep in the Most Holy? (w05
3/15 21 ˚6)

What spiritual gems from this week’s
Bible reading would you like to share
regarding Jehovah, the field ministry,
or something else?

Bible Reading: (4 min.) 1Sa 3:1-18 (10)

�
APPLY YOURSELF
TO THE FIELD MINISTRY______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Initial Call: (3 min.) Begin with the sample
conversation. Offer a Bible study using the
Enjoy Life Forever! brochure. (11)

Return Visit: (4 min.) Begin with the sample
conversation. Offer the Enjoy Life Forever!
brochure, and start a Bible study in les-
son 01. (15)

Bible Study: (5 min.) lffi lesson 03 point 6 (14)

�
LIVING
AS CHRISTIANS______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Song 30
“Lessons From Samuel’s Life”: (15 min.)

Discussion. Play the video Learn From
Them—Samuel (video category FAMILY).

Congregation Bible Study: (30 min.)
rr chap. 20 ˚9-17, box 20A

FEBRUARY 14 - 20 � 1 SAMUEL 3 - 5

Song 1 and Prayer � Opening Comments (1 min.)

� Concluding Comments (3 min.) � Song 99 and Prayer

� Jehovah Is Considerate
Samuel thought that Eli was calling him

(1Sa 3:4-7; w18.09 24 ˚3)
Jehovah made it clear that He was calling

Samuel (1Sa 3:8, 9)
Jehovah showed kind consideration

for young Samuel (1Sa 3:15-18;
w18.09 24 ˚4)

ASK YOURSELF: ‘In what ways can I show
consideration for younger ones and older
ones? How can I show consideration for
others at Christian meetings?’
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https://www.jw.org/en/library/videos/#en/mediaitems/FamilyChallenges/pub-jwb_202005_3_VIDEO


FEBRUARY 14 - 20

� Lessons From Samuel’s Life

Samuel remained faithful to Jehovah throughout his life. As a
boy, he refused to become corrupt like Eli’s sons, Hophni and
Phinehas. (1Sa 2:22-26) Samuel continued growing up, and
Jehovah remained with him. (1Sa 3:19) As an older man, he
continued to walk in Jehovah’s way, even though his sons did
not.—1Sa 8:1-5.

What can Samuel’s example teach us? If you are a young
person, be confident that Jehovah understands the challenges
you face and how you feel. He can help you to be courageous.
(Isa 41:10, 13) If you are a parent whose child has gone astray,
find comfort in knowing that Samuel could not force his adult
sons to remain loyal to Jehovah’s standards. While leaving the
matter in Jehovah’s hands, he maintained his own integrity
and pleased his heavenly Father, Jehovah. Perhaps your good
example will move your child to return to Jehovah.

WATCH THE VIDEO LEARN FROM THEM—SAMUEL, AND THEN ANSWER THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS:

˙ How did Samuel show courage as a boy?

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

˙ How did Danny show courage?

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

˙ How did Samuel set a good example as an older man?

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

˙ How did Danny’s parents set a good example?

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Jehovah supports those who remain firm for what is right *

13



Learn From Them—Samuel 

[Younger brother speaks] 

Samuel was only my age when Jehovah spoke to him. He respected Eli, but he had to 

stand up for what was right.  

I never thought that I’d have to do something similar. I loved my brother, and I always 

wanted to be like him. But those pictures of him partying with kids from school showed 

he was living a double life.  

I didn’t want to get him in trouble. But I knew I had to say something.  

I told him he had to tell Mom and Dad. He warned me not to tell. But Samuel was 

courageous and “did not hide anything,” and “Jehovah himself was with him.”  

I couldn’t hide this.  

Talking to my parents wasn’t easy, but I knew it was the right thing to do.  

 

[Father] Of course, we were proud of Danny.  

[Mother] But . . . . . . at the time, we were a little distracted.  

[Father] Maybe, somehow it was all just a misunderstanding. We needed to know what 

was going on.  

[Mother] We just wanted to help him.  

[Father] We couldn’t help but blame ourselves for what was happening. Then we 

thought back to Samuel’s example.  

[Video about Samuel] Samuel, you need to listen to us. You’re getting old, Samuel, 

and your sons are not like you. They cheat, and they take bribes. They bend 

Jehovah’s rules any way they please.  

[Mother] Even faithful Samuel had sons who deviated from Jehovah’s standards.  

[Father] We wanted to help our son. Just as Samuel didn’t alter his course and Jehovah 

stood by him, we knew that if we did things His way, He’d stand by us. 

 



source: https://www.jw.org/en/library/videos/#en/mediaitems/FamilyChallenges/pub-jwb_202005_3_VIDEO 



worshipping Jehovah since 1919. (See box 9B, “Why 1919?”)
As time progressed, those with an earthly hope, the “other
sheep,” also began to settle in this spiritual land. (John 10:
16) While the spiritual paradise continues to develop and
expand today, its blessings will be experienced to the fullest
extent only after Armageddon.

Dividing the Land Evenly and Precisely
9 Read Ezekiel 48:1, 28. After having established the out-

er boundaries of the land, Jehovah described in detail how
to allot the land itself. He directed that the 12 tribal inheri-
tances be laid out evenly and precisely from north to south,
starting with the tribe of Dan at the northern tip of the land
and ending with the tribe of Gad at the southernmost bound-
ary. Each of the 12 inheritances consisted of a horizontal strip
of territory stretching from the land’s outer boundary in the
east to the Great Sea, or the Mediterranean Sea, in the west.
—Ezek. 47:20.

10 What assurances did this part of the vision likely convey
to the exiles? The detailed description that Ezekiel gave of
the land allotment must have impressed on the exiles that
the dividing of the land would be a well-organized project.
Moreover, the precise division of the land among all 12 tribes
underlined that every one of the returned exiles would re-
ceive a secure inheritance in the restored land. No one would
return only to end up landless or homeless.

11 What strengthening lessons can we draw from this vision
today? The restored Promised Land had a place not only for
the priests, the Levites, and the chieftains but also for all oth-
er members of the 12 tribes. (Ezek. 45:4, 5, 7, 8) Similarly to-
day, the spiritual paradise has a place not only for the anoint-
ed remnant and for those among the “great crowd” who take
the lead but also for all other members of the great crowd.[1]
(Rev. 7:9) No matter how modest our role in the organiza-
tion may be, we have a secure place and a valuable assign-
ment in the spiritual land. What a heartwarming assurance!

Two Significant Differences—What Do They Mean for Us?
12 Some of Jehovah’s instructions about the allotting of

land might have puzzled Ezekiel because they differed from
those that God had given Moses. Consider two such differ-
ences. One has to do with the land; the other, with its inhab-
itants.
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[1] For a consideration of the special
place and assignment that Jehovah
has set apart for the priesthood and
the chieftain in the spiritual land,
see Chapter 14 of this publication.

9. What detailed instructions
did Jehovah give about the al-
lotment of the land itself?

10. What assurances did this
part of the vision likely convey
to the exiles?

11. What lessons can we draw
from the prophetic vision of
the land allotment? (See the
box “The Allotment of the
Land.”)

12, 13. What specific instruc-
tions did Jehovah give about
assigning the tribes shares in
the land?

F O O T N O T E



13 First, the land. Moses had been instructed to give the larg-
er tribes more land than the smaller ones. (Num. 26:52-54)
However, in Ezekiel’s vision, Jehovah gave specific instruc-
tions to assign all tribes “equal shares [“each like his broth-
er,” ftn.].” (Ezek. 47:14) Thus, the distance from the northern
border to the southern border in a tribal inheritance was to
be exactly the same in each of the 12 allotments. All Israelites
—no matter which tribe they belonged to—would have equal
access to the natural bounty that the well-watered Promised
Land was capable of producing.

14 Second, the inhabitants. The Mosaic Law protected for-
eigners and allowed them to share in worshipping Jehovah,
but they had no share in the land. (Lev. 19:33, 34) However,
what Jehovah now told Ezekiel went beyond what He had
stated in the Law. Jehovah instructed him: “Give the foreign
resident an inheritance in the territory of the tribe where he
has taken up residence.” With that command, Jehovah swept
away a major difference between the “native-born Israelites”
and the foreign residents in the land. (Ezek. 47:22, 23) In the

Do we reflect Jehovah’s
impartiality and heartfelt
respect for others?
SEE PARAGRAPHS 15, 16

14. How did Jehovah’s instruc-
tions regarding the foreign
residents go beyond what had
been stated in the Mosaic
Law?



restored land that Ezekiel saw in vision, he observed among
its inhabitants equality and unity in worship.—Lev. 25:23.

15 These two remarkable instructions that Ezekiel received
about the land and its people must have reassured the exiles.
They knew that Jehovah would allot an equal place to them,
whether they were Israelites by birth or were foreigners who
worshipped Jehovah. (Ezra 8:20; Neh. 3:26; 7:6, 25; Isa. 56:
3, 8) These instructions also confirmed the uplifting and eter-
nal truth that to Jehovah, all his servants are equally pre-
cious. (Read Haggai 2:7.) Today, whether we have a heaven-
ly hope or an earthly one, we cherish that same truth.

16 How do we benefit from considering these details about
the land and the inhabitants? We are reminded that equality
and unity need to be outstanding features of our worldwide
brotherhood today. Jehovah is not partial. We need to ask
ourselves: ‘Do I reflect Jehovah’s impartiality? Do I treat
each fellow worshipper with heartfelt respect, no matter what
his racial background or circumstances in life may be?’ (Rom.
12:10) We rejoice that Jehovah has given all of us equal ac-
cess to the spiritual paradise, where we render whole-souled
sacred service to our heavenly Father and enjoy his blessings.
—Gal. 3:26-29; Rev. 7:9.

17 Let us now consider the fourth assurance given in the
final part of Ezekiel’s last vision—the promise that Jehovah
would be with the exiles. What lessons can we learn from that
promise? We will find the answer in the following chapter.

YOUR PLACE IN PURE WORSHIP

1 Why do you believe that a spiritual
paradise exists today?

2 Why can you be sure that you have
a secure place and a valuable assignment
in the spiritual paradise?

3 What does the prophetic vision of the
land allotment teach you about Jehovah?
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15. What eternal truth about
Jehovah was confirmed by his
instructions about the land
and its inhabitants?

16, 17. (a) How do we benefit
from considering the details
about the land and the inhabi-
tants? (b) What will we
consider in the following
chapter?



The description of the precisely measured boundaries
reassured the exiles that their beloved land would
definitely be restored. What lessons can we today
draw from this vision? Consider two aspects
of the vision:

A secure place and a valuable assignment
Each individual among the returned exiles would
have an inheritance in the restored Promised Land.
Similarly today, the spiritual paradise has a place for
all of Jehovah’s servants. No matter how modest our
role in the organization may be, we have a secure
place and a valuable assignment in the spiritual
land. To Jehovah, all his servants are equally
precious.

Equal allotments
In Ezekiel’s vision, each territory in the restored
Promised Land provided its inhabitants equal access
to the bounty of the land. Similarly today, Jehovah
has given all his servants equal access to the bless-
ings of the spiritual paradise.

˙ ˙ ˙
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THE ALLOTMENT
OF THE LAND

SEE PARAGRAPHS 5 - 1 1
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99 Myriads of Brothers
(Revelation 7:9, 10)

(See also Isa. 52:7; Matt. 11:29; Rev. 7:15.)

Myr - iads on myr - iads of broth - ers, Mil - lions for all to see,
Myr - iads on myr - iads of broth - ers, We preach both far and near
Myr - iads on myr - iads of broth - ers, God keeps us in his sight,

Each one a faith - ful wit - ness, Firm in in - teg - ri - ty.
“Good news of some - thing bet - ter,” Which mil - lions long to hear.
Safe in his earth - ly court - yards, Serv - ing him day and night.

Myr - iads we are on myr - iads, Grow - ing, a might - y crowd,
And as we keep on preach - ing, Though we at times are stressed,
Myr - iads we are on myr - iads, With King - dom news we go,

From ev - ’ry na - tion and tribe and tongue, We praise our God a - loud.
Je - sus re - fresh - es the wea - ry souls; He gives us peace and rest.

God’s fel - low work - ers we have be - come, Serv - ing him here be - low.
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3 Our Strength, Our Hope, Our Confidence
(Proverbs 14:26)

O Je - ho - vah, you have giv - en us a
So Je - ho - vah, please in - still in us a

hope that we hold dear. It’s a
heart that won’t for - get, For you’ve

hope we find so thrill - ing we
al - ways been our com - fort when

want the world to hear. But at
trou - bled times we’ve met. And these
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Our Strength, Our Hope, Our Confidence

Chorus

times this life’s anx - i - e - ties are the
thoughts that lift and strength - en us can re -

cause of fears with - in, And the
vive that dy - ing flame, For they

hope that burned so bright - ly has
fill our hearts with cour - age to

sud - den - ly grown dim.
speak a - bout your name. You’re our
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Our Strength, Our Hope, Our Confidence

(See also Ps. 72:13, 14; Prov. 3:5, 6, 26; Jer. 17:7.)

strength, you’re our hope, you’re our con - fi - dence. What -

ev - er we lack, you sup - ply. When we

preach, when we teach, we have con - fi - dence be -

cause it’s on you we re - ly.



JESUS compared his relationship with his followers to
the close bond between a shepherd and his sheep. (John
10:14) That comparison is appropriate. The sheep know
their shepherd and respond to his voice. A traveler expe-
rienced this firsthand. He reported: “We wanted to film
some sheep and tried to make them come near. But they
did not follow us because they did not know our voices.
Then a small shepherd boy came along; hardly had he
called them when they followed along.”

2 The experience of that traveler reminds us of Jesus’
words regarding his sheep—his disciples. He said: “They
will listen to my voice.” (John 10:16) But Jesus is in
heaven. How can we say that we are listening to him? A
key way we show that we are listening to our Master’s
voice is by applying his teachings in our life.—Matt. 7:
24, 25.

3 In this article and in the next, we will consider some
of Jesus’ teachings. As we will see, Jesus taught us that
we should stop doing certain things and that we should do
other things. We will first consider two things in partic-
ular that the fine shepherd instructs us to stop doing.

1. What is one reason why Jesus may have likened his followers to
sheep?
2-3. (a) How do Jesus’ followers show that they are listening to his
voice? (b) What will we consider in this article and in the next?

STUDY
ARTICLE 50

Listen to the Voice
of the Fine Shepherd
“They will listen to my voice.”—JOHN 10:16.

SONG 3
Our Strength, Our Hope,
Our Confidence

PREVIEW

When Jesus said that his
sheep would listen to his
voice, he meant that
his disciples would listen
to his teachings and apply
them in their life. In this
article, we will consider
two outstanding teachings
of Jesus, namely, to stop
being anxious about ma-
terial things and to stop
judging others. We will
discuss how we can apply
his counsel.

16



“STOP BEING IN
ANXIOUS SUSPENSE”

4 Read Luke 12:29. Jesus urged his
followers to “stop being in anxious sus-
pense” about their material needs. We
know that Jesus’ counsel is always wise
and right. We want to apply it, but at
times we might find it quite challenging
to do so. Why?

5 Somemaybe anxious about theirma-
terial needs—food, clothing, and shel-
ter. They may live in a country with
poor economic conditions. It may be
difficult for them to earn enough money
to care for their family. Or the bread-
winner in the familymayhave died, leav-

4. According to Luke 12:29, what can cause “anx-
ious suspense”?
5. Why may some become anxious about their ma-
terial needs?

ing the rest of the family without finan-
cial support. The COVID-19 pandemic
may have resulted in the loss of jobs and
income. (Eccl. 9:11) If we have experi-
enced any of these or other challenges,
how can we follow Jesus’ direction to
stop being anxious?

6 On one occasion, the apostle Peter
and the other apostles were in a boat on
the Sea of Galilee during a windstorm
when they saw Jesus walking on the
surface of the water. Peter said: “Lord,
if it is you, command me to come to
you over the waters.” After Jesus invit-
ed him to “come,” Peter got out of the
boat and “walked over the waters and
went toward Jesus.” Notice what hap-
pened next. “Looking at the windstorm,

6. Describe what happened to the apostle Peter
on one occasion.

Rather than figuratively
sink into anxiety over
material things, build
confidence in Jehovah
(See paragraphs 6-8)
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he became afraid. And when he started
to sink, he cried out: ‘Lord, save me!’”
Jesus stretched out his hand and saved
him. Significantly, Peter was able to walk
on turbulent waters as long as he kept his
focus on Jesus. But when Peter looked
at the storm, he became overwhelmed
with fear and doubt and began to sink.
—Matt. 14:24-31.

7 We can learn from Peter’s example.
When Peter stepped out of the boat and
onto the sea, he did not expect to get
distracted and start sinking. He want-
ed to stay on top of the waters until
he reached his Master. But he failed to
remain focused on that goal. Granted,
we cannot walk on water, but we do face
tests of faith. If we lose sight of Jeho-
vah and his promises, we will begin to
sink spiritually. No matter what figura-
tive storms come up in our life, we must
keep our mind focused on Jehovah and
his ability to help us. How can we do
that?

8 We will benefit from replacing anxi-
ety with confidence. Remember that our
loving Father, Jehovah, guarantees that
he will care for our material needs if we
put spiritual things first. (Matt. 6:32, 33)
He has a perfect record of fulfilling that
promise. (Deut. 8:4, 15, 16; Ps. 37:25)
If Jehovah provides for the birds and
the flowers, surely we do not have to
be anxious about what we will eat or
wear! (Matt. 6:26-30; Phil. 4:6, 7) Just
as love impels caring parents to provide
materially for their children, love moti-

7. What can we learn from Peter’s example?
8. What can help us to avoid becoming overly dis-
tracted by our material needs?

vates our heavenly Father to care for the
material needs of his people. Yes, we
can be certain that Jehovah will look af-
ter us!

9 Consider an experience that illus-
trates how Jehovah can care for our ma-
terial needs. A couple in full-time ser-
vice drove over an hour in their old car
to pick up some sisters living at a refu-
gee center and take them to a Christian
meeting. The brother explained: “After
the meeting, we invited the sisters for
a meal, but then we realized that we
had nothing to offer them.” What would
the couple do? The brother continued:
“When we arrived home, there sat two
big shopping bags of food in front of
our door. We did not know who had left
them there. Jehovah took care of us.”
Sometime later, the couple’s car broke
down. They needed it for their ministry;
however, they had nomoney to repair it.
While the car was being looked over at a
nearby garage, a man came in and asked:
“Whose car is that?” The brother said
that it was his and that it needed repair.
The man replied: “That does not matter.
My wife wants this type of car and ex-
actly in that color. How much do you
want for it?” The brother ended up with
enough money to buy another car. He
concluded: “I do not need to explain
how we felt at the end of the day. We
knew that this was no coincidence. It
was Jehovah’s hand.”

10 When we listen to the fine shepherd

9. What can you learn from the experience of one
couple?
10. How does Psalm 37:5 encourage us not to be
anxious about our material needs?



and stop being unduly anxious about
material needs, we can be sure that Je-
hovah will provide for us. (Read Psalm
37:5; 1 Pet. 5:7) Consider the situations
mentioned in paragraph 5. Until now,
Jehovah may have used a family head or
an employer to help us care for our dai-
ly needs. If the family head is no longer
able to do so or if we lose our job, Jeho-
vah will take care of us in some other
way. He will provide. Let us now consid-
er something else that the fine shepherd
urges us to stop doing.

“STOP JUDGING”
11 Read Matthew 7:1, 2. Jesus knew

that his imperfect listeners tended to
be critical of others. Note that he said:
“Stop judging.” We may try hard not to
judge fellow believers.Yet, we are all im-
perfect. If we find that at times we are
being critical, what should we do? Listen
to Jesus, and work hard to stop judging.

12 We can benefit from meditating on
Jehovah’s example. He focuses on the
good in people. We see this in his deal-
ings with King David, a man who made
serious mistakes. For example, he com-
mitted adultery with Bath-sheba, and he
even had her husband killed. (2 Sam. 11:
2-4, 14, 15, 24) As a result, David hurt
not only himself but also his family, in-
cluding his other wives. (2 Sam. 12:10,
11) On another occasion, David failed to
manifest full reliance on Jehovah when
he ordered an illegal registration of Isra-

11. According to Matthew 7:1, 2, what did Jesus
tell us to stop doing, and why can this be a chal-
lenge?
12-13. How can meditating on Jehovah’s view of
King David help us to stop judging others?

el’s army. He may have been motivated
by pride and trust in the size of his army.
What was the outcome? Some 70,000 Is-
raelites died from pestilence!—2 Sam.
24:1-4, 10-15.

13 If you had lived in Israel at that
time, how would you have viewed Da-
vid? Would you have judged him to be
unworthy of Jehovah’s mercy? Jehovah
did not. He focused on David’s overall
record of faithfulness and his sincere re-
pentance. As a result, Jehovah forgave
David for these serious sins. Jehovah
knew that David loved him very much
and wanted to do what was right. Are
you not grateful that our God looks for
the good in us?—1 Ki. 9:4; 1 Chron. 29:
10, 17.

14 If Jehovah makes allowances for im-
perfect humans, surely we can make al-
lowances for one another and look for
the good in others. It is usually quite
easy to pick out the imperfections of
others and to be critical. However, a
spiritual person may see those imperfec-
tions and still work along well with oth-
ers. A rough diamond may be unsightly,
but a perceptive personwill look beyond
its rough exterior and see the value it
will have once it is cut and polished. Like
Jehovah and Jesus, we need to look be-
yond appearances and see people’s good
qualities.

15 In addition to focusing on others’
good qualities, what can help us not to
judge them harshly? Try to imaginewhat

14. What outlook has helped Christians to stop
judging others?
15. How can considering people’s circumstances
help us not to judge them harshly?
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their life is like. Consider this example.
One day at the temple, Jesus saw a
needy widow drop two coins of little val-
ue into a treasury chest. He did not ask:
“Why did she not put in more?” Instead
of focusing on the amount the widow
gave, Jesus considered her motives and
circumstances and praised her for doing
all she could.—Luke 21:1-4.

16 We can illustrate the value of con-
sidering the circumstances of others
by examining the experience of a sis-
ter namedVeronica. In the congregation
where she served were a single moth-

16. What can you learn from Veronica’s experi-
ence?

er and her son. Veronica admitted: “It
seemed to me that they were not very
involved in congregation activities. Be-
cause of this, I viewed them negatively.
But then I shared in the ministry with
the mother. She explained the difficul-
ties she was facing with her autistic son.
She was doing her best to care for their
physical and spiritual needs. At times,
because of her son’s health, she found it
necessary to attend a meeting of anoth-
er congregation.” Veronica concluded:
“I never realized that it was such a chal-
lenge for her. I now appreciate and re-
spect this sister so much for all that she
does to serve Jehovah.”

Looking beyond appearances
can help us to stop judging

(See paragraphs 11, 14-16)



17 What should we do if we detect that
we have judged a fellow believer? We
must remember that we are to love our
brothers. (Read James 2:8.)We should
also earnestly pray to Jehovah, begging
him to help us to stop judging. We can
work in harmony with our prayers by
taking the initiative to speak with the
person we have been critical of. That
may allow us to get to know him. We
might ask him toworkwith us in the field
ministry or to join us for a meal. As we
get to know our brother better, we can
try to follow the example of Jehovah
and Jesus by looking for the good in
him. In this way, we show that we are lis-
tening to the fine shepherd’s command
to stop judging.

18 Just as literal sheep listen to the

17. What does James 2:8 instruct us to do, and
how can we do so?
18. How can we show that we are listening to the
voice of the fine shepherd?

voice of their shepherd, Jesus’ follow-
ers listen to his voice. If we strive to
stop being anxious about our material
needs and to stop judging others, Je-
hovah and Jesus will bless our efforts.
Whether we are part of the “little flock”
or the “other sheep,” may we continue
to listen to and obey the voice of the fine
shepherd. (Luke 12:32; John 10:11, 14,
16) In the next article, we will consider
two things that Jesus told his followers
they should do.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

PICTURE DESCRIPTIONS Page 17: A brother has
lost his employment, is short of money for the
family, and needs to find housing. He could easily
become so anxious that he loses sight of his wor-
ship of God. Page 20: A brother arrives late for
the meeting. But he shows fine qualities as he wit-
nesses informally, offers practical help to an older
person, and works to keep the Kingdom Hall pre-
sentable.

HOW WOULD YOU ANSWER?

˛ How can we stop being
anxious about our material
needs?

˛ What can help us to stop
judging others?

˛ How have you benefited
from considering this
article?

SONG 101
Working Together in Unity
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101 Working Together in Unity
(Ephesians 4:3)

From a world di - vid - ed and cold, God has
As we pray to be of one mind, Al - ways

brought us in - to his fold. U - ni - ty and
ten - der, lov - ing, and kind, Love will grow and

peace we pos - sess, Bring - ing us hap - pi - ness.
praise will in - crease, Giv - ing us joy and peace.

U - ni - ty we cher - ish; Har - mo -
Peace is so re - fresh - ing, Bring - ing
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Working Together in Unity

(See also Mic. 2:12; Zeph. 3:9; 1 Cor. 1:10.)

ny is sweet. In God’s work there’s
such de - light. As we show true

much to be done. He di - rects us now through his
broth - er - ly love, God will grant us peace from a -

Son. May we serve o - be - di - ent -
bove. With his help, u - nit - ed we’ll

ly, Work - ing in har - mo - ny.
be, Serv - ing him end - less - ly.


