Monday, January 31

A nation has come up into my land,
mighty and without number.
—Joel 1:6.

The prophet Joel was predicting a
military attack. (Joel 2:1, 8, 11) Jeho-
vah said that he would use his “great
army” (Babylonian soldiers) to pun-
ish the disobedient Israelites. (Joel
2:25) The invading army is rightly
called “the northerner” because
the Babylonians would invade Isra-
el from the north. (Joel 2:20) That
army is likened to a well-organized
swarm of locusts. Of them, Joel
says: “Each [soldier] advances in his
course. . . . Into the city they rush
. . . Onto the houses they climb,
through the windows they enter like
a thief.” (Joel 2:8, 9) Can you pic-
ture the scene? There are soldiers
everywhere. There is nowhere to
hide. No one can escape the sword
of the Babylonians! Like locusts, the
Babylonians (or, Chaldeans) invaded
the city of Jerusalem in 607 B.C.E.
The Bible reports: “The king of the
Chaldeans. .. felt no compassion for
young man or virgin, old or infirm.”
—2 Chron. 36:17. w20.04 5 {11-12

Tuesday, February 1

With humility consider others
superior to you.—Phil. 2:3.

Get to know your brothers and
sisters better. Talk with them be-
fore and after meetings, work with
them in the ministry, and if possi-
ble, invite them for a meal. When
you do, you may learn that a sis-
ter who seems unfriendly is actual-
ly shy, a brother whom you thought
to be materialistic is hospitable, or
a family that often comes late to the
meetings is enduring opposition.
(Job 6:29) Of course, we should not

become “meddlers in other people’s
affairs.” (1 Tim. 5:13) However, it is
good to know something about our
brothers and sisters and the cir-
cumstances that have shaped their
personality. When you get to know
the background of a fellow Chris-
tian whom you find irritating, you
are more likely to feel empathy for
that one. It takes effort to get to
know your brothers better. Still,
when you follow the Bible’s coun-
sel to open your heart wide, you im-
itate Jehovah, who loves “all sorts
of people.”—1 Tim. 2:3, 4; 2 Cor. 6:11-
13. w20.04 16-17 710-12

Wednesday, February 2

No one has love greater than this,
that someone should surrender his
life in behalf of his friends.
—John 15:13.

On the night before he died, Je-
sus reminded his disciples to love
one another. He knew that self-
sacrificing love would help them
to stay united and to endure the
world’s hatred. Consider the exam-
ple of the congregation in Thessalo-
nica. From the time it was formed,
its members were persecuted. Yet,
the brothers and sisters there be-
came examples of integrity and
love. (1 Thess. 1:3, 6, 7) Paul en-
couraged them to continue show-
ing love, even “in fuller measure.”
(1 Thess. 4:9, 10) Love would move
them to console the depressed and
support the weak. (1 Thess. 5:14)
They followed Paul’s instructions,
for in his second letter, written
about a year later, Paul could say to
them: “The love of each and every
one of you is increasing toward one
another.” (2 Thess. 1:3-5) Their love
helped them to endure hardship
and persecution. w21.03 22 11



Thursday, February 3

Let us run with endurance the
race that is set before us.
—Heb. 12:1.

If we want to receive the prize
of everlasting life, we must follow
the Christian course, or way of life.
(Acts 20:24; 1 Pet. 2:21) However,
Satan and those who follow his ex-
ample want us to make a differ-
ent choice; they want us to “contin-
ue running with them.” (1 Pet. 4:4)
They ridicule the course of life we
follow and claim that the path they
are on is better, that it leads to free-
dom. But their claim is false. (2 Pet.
2:19) How important it is that we
choose the right road to follow! Sa-
tan wants all of us to stop running
on the cramped road that is “lead-
ing off into life” and cross over to
the spacious road that most people
in this world are on. That road is
popular and is easier to travel. But
it is “leading off into destruction.”
(Matt. 7:13, 14) To remain on the
right road and not be sidetracked,
we must trust in Jehovah and listen
to him. v20.04 26 1; 27 1|5, 7

Friday, February 4

I urge that supplications, prayers,
intercessions . . . be made . . . sO
that we may go on leading a calm
and quiet life with complete godly
devotion.—1 Tim. 2:1, 2.

In recent years, Russia and its
allies have also entered into “the
land of the Decoration.” (Dan. 11:41)
How? In 2017, this current king of
the north banned the work of Jeho-
vah’s people and threw some of our
brothers and sisters into prison. He
also banned our publications, in-
cluding the New World Translation.
Further, he confiscated our branch

office in Russia as well as Kingdom
Halls and Assembly Halls. After
these actions, in 2018 the Govern-
ing Body identified Russia and its
allies as the king of the north. How-
ever, even when Jehovah’s people
are severely persecuted, they re-
fuse to participate in any action to
subvert or change human govern-
ments. Rather, they follow the Bi-
ble’s counsel to pray for “all those
who are in high positions,” espe-
cially when such ones are making
decisions that could affect freedom
of worship. v20.05 14 19

Saturday, February 5

Pay constant attention to yourself
and to your teaching.—1 Tim. 4:16.

Parents, if your children are to be
convinced that they have the truth,
they need to have a personal re-
lationship with God and to be con-
vinced of the truthfulness of what
the Bible teaches. If you are to
teach your children the truth about
God, you must set the example by
being good students of the Bible.
You must take time to meditate on
what you learn. Then you will be
able to teach your children to do the
same. You need to teach your chil-
dren to use our Bible study tools,
just as you teach one of your Bible
students. In doing so, you will help
your children to appreciate Jeho-
vah and the channel he uses to dis-
pense spiritual food—“the faithful
and discreet slave.” (Matt. 24:45-47)
Do not settle for teaching your chil-
dren only basic Bible truths. Help
them develop strong faith by teach-
ing them about “the deep things of
God” to an extent that is appropri-
ate to their age and ability.—1 Cor. 2:
10. v20.07 11 710, 12-13



Sunday, February 6

Jehovah detests a devious person,
but His close friendship is with the
upright.—Prov. 3:32.

How many imperfect humans to-
day enjoy a close friendship with
Jehovah? There are millions. This
friendship is possible because of
their faith in Jesus’ ransom sacri-
fice. On that basis, Jehovah kind-
ly allows us to dedicate ourselves
to him and get baptized. When we
take these important steps, we join
the millions of dedicated, baptized
Christians who are enjoying “close
friendship” with the greatest Per-
son in the universe! How can we
show that we treasure God’s friend-
ship? Like Abraham and Job, who
remained faithful to God for well
over a hundred years, we must re-
main faithful-no matter how long
we have been serving Jehovah in
this old system. Like Daniel, we
must value our friendship with God
more than life. (Dan. 6:7, 10, 16, 22)
With Jehovah'’s help, we can endure
any trials we face and thus keep
our close bond with him.—Phil. 4:13.
w20.05 27 15-6

Monday, February 7
Unify my heart.—Ps. 86:11.

King David saw another man’s wife
bathing. He knew Jehovah’s stan-
dard: “You must not desire your fel-
low man’s wife.” (Ex. 20:17) Yet, ev-
idently he kept looking. His heart
became divided between his desire
for the woman, Bath-sheba, and his
desire to please Jehovah. Although
David had long loved and feared Je-
hovah, he gave in to his selfish de-
sire. In that instance, David pursued
a very bad course. He brought re-
proach on Jehovah’s name. David

also brought terrible harm to inno-
cent people, including his own fami-
ly. (2 Sam. 11:1-5, 14-17; 12:7-12) Je-
hovah disciplined David, and he
recovered. (2 Sam. 12:13; Ps. 51:2-4,
17) David remembered the trouble
and misery that resulted when he let
his heart become divided. His words
recorded at Psalm 86:11 may also
be rendered: “Give me an undivid-
ed heart.” Did Jehovah help David
make his heart whole, or undivided?
Yes, for Jehovah’s Word later refers
to David as a man whose “heart was
... complete with Jehovah his God.”
—1Ki. 11:4; 15:3. w20.06 11 712-13

Tuesday, February 8

I kept drawing them, with the
cords of love.—Hos. 11:4.

The Bible describes Jehovah’s
love for his people as a cord, or
rope. In what sense is God’s love
like a rope? Consider this illustra-
tion: Imagine that you are drowning
in rough seas and someone throws
you a life vest. Surely you would ap-
preciate the help because that may
ease your struggle to stay afloat.
But a life vest will not be enough
to keep you alive. The water is cold,
and you will not survive unless you
can reach a lifeboat. You need some-
one to throw you a rope and to pull
you toward the lifeboat. As Jehovah
said in the words of today’s text, he
lovingly “kept drawing” the Israel-
ites who had gone astray. God feels
the same way today about those who
have stopped serving him and who
are drowning in problems and anxi-
ety. He wants them to know that he
loves them, and he wants to draw
them to him. And Jehovah can use
you to express his love to them. It
is important to assure inactive ones
that Jehovah loves them and that we
love them too. w20.06 27 712-13



JANUARY 31-FEBRUARY 6 | RUTH 3-4

Song 39 and Prayer Opening Comments (1 min.)

@ TREASURES O APPLY YOURSELF
FROM GOD’S WORD 821 TO THE FIELD MINISTRY
“Establish and Maintain a Good Reputation”: “Increase Your Joy in the Ministry—Help
(10 min.) Bible Students to Attend Meetings”:

(10 min.) Discussion. Play the video Help

Spiritual Gems: (10 min.) Your Bible Students to Attend Meetings.

Ru 4:6—In what way could a repurchaser . ) ) _
“ruin” his own inheritance by doing the Bible study. (5 mln.) Iffi lesson 03 pOInt 4 (8)
repurchasing? (w05 3/1 29 1[3)

I LIVING
AS CHRISTIANS

What spiritual gems from this week’s

Bible reading would you like to share Song 24

regarding Jehovah, the field ministry,

or something else? Congregation Bible Study: (30 min.)
rr chap. 19 {16-21, box 19B

Local Needs: (15 min.)

Bible Reading: (4 min.) Ru 4:7-22 (5)

Establish and Maintain a Good Reputation

Ruth acted out of consideration for others
(Ru 3:10; w12 10/1 22 q[5)

Ruth was well-known as “an excellent
woman” (Ru 3:11; w12 10/1 23 1)

Jehovah took note of Ruth’s good qualities
and blessed her (Ru 4:11-13; w12 10/1
24 113)

List some good qualities that you would
like to be known for.

8 Concluding Comments (3 min.) Song 144 and Prayer
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(Ecclesiastes 7:1)

Make a Good Name With God
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(See also Gen. 11:4; Prov. 22:1; Mal. 3:16; Rev. 20:15.)



RUTH 2:18-3:13

she beat out what she had
gleaned, it came to about an
e’phah* of barley. 18 Then she
took it and went into the city,
and her mother-in-law saw what
she had gleaned. Ruth also took
out and gave to her the food that
was left over? after she had eat-
en her fill.

19 Her mother-in-law then
said to her: “Where did you
glean today? Where did you
work? May the one who took
notice of you be blessed.”® So
she told her mother-in-law about
whom she had worked with,
saying: “The name of the man
I worked with today is Bo'-
az.” 20 At that Na-o’'mi said to
her daughter-in-law: “May he be
blessed by Jehovah, who has not
failed in his loyal love toward
the living and the dead.”< Na-o'-
mi continued: “The man is relat-
ed to us.? He is one of our repur-
chasers.”*¢ 21 Then Ruth the
Mo'ab-i-tess said: “He also told
me, ‘Stay close by my young peo-
ple until they have finished
my entire harvest.”” 22 Na-o'mi
said to her daughter-in-law Ruth:
“It is better, my daughter, for
you to go out with his young
women than to be harassed in
another field.”

23 So she stayed close to
the young women of Bo’az and
gleaned until the barley harvest9
and the wheat harvest came to
an end. And she kept dwelling
with her mother-in-law.”

Na-o'mi, her mother-in-law,

now said to her: “My daugh-
ter, should I not look for a home*
for you,’ so that it may go well
with you? 2 Is not Bo'az our
relative? He is the one whose
young women you were with. To-
night he is winnowing barley at

2:17 *About 22 L (20 dry qt). See
App. B14. 2:20 *Or “one of our rela-
tives with the right to repurchase (re-
deem).” 3:1 *Lit., “resting-place.”

CHAP. 2
a Ru2:14

b ps41:1

c Ex34:6
Ru 1:8
Ps 36:7

d Ru2:1

e Le 25:25
De 25:5,6
Ru 3:9,12

f Ru2:8

g Ru1:22

h RuL:16

CHAP. 3

i Rul9

j Ru2:1,20

Second Col.

a Le 25:25
De 25:5,6
Ru2:20

b Ru 1:14,16

Cc Ru39

d Le 25:25
Ru2:20

e Ru4i

f Ru4:5

394

the threshing floor. 3 So wash
yourself and rub on some per-
fumed oil; then dress up* and go
down to the threshing floor. Do
not make your presence known
to the man until he has finished
eating and drinking. 4 When
he lies down, take note of the
place where he lies down; then
go and uncover his feet and lie
down. He will tell you what you
should do.”

5 At that she replied: “All
that you say to me I will do.”
6 So she went down to the
threshing floor and did all that
her mother-inlaw had instruct-
ed her to do. 7 Meanwhile, Bo'-
az ate and drank and was feel-
ing good at heart. Then he went
to lie down at the end of the
grain heap. After that she quiet-
ly came and uncovered his feet
and lay down. 8 At midnight
the man began to shiver, and he
leaned forward and saw a wom-
an lying at his feet. 9 He said:
“Who are you?” She replied: “I
am Ruth, your servant. Spread
out your garment* over your ser-
vant, for you are a repurchas-
er”2 10 At that he said: “May
Jehovah bless you, my daughter.
You have shown your loyal love
more in this last instance than in
the first instance,? by not going
after the young men, whether
poor or rich. 11 And now, my
daughter, have no fear. I will do
for you everything that you say,¢
for everyone in the city* knows
that you are an excellent wom-
an. 12 While it is true that I am
a repurchaser,? there is a repur-
chaser more closely related than
I am.c 13 Stay here tonight,
and if he will repurchase you in
the morning, fine! Let him repur-
chase you.” But if he does not
want to repurchase you, I will
then repurchase you myself, as

3:3 *Or “put on your outer garments.”
3:9 *Or “the skirt of your garment.”
3:11 *Lit., “all the gate of my people.”



395

surely as Jehovah lives. Lie
down here until the morning.”
14 So she lay at his feet until
the morning and then got up be-
fore it was light enough for any-
one to be recognized. He then
said: “Do not let it be known that
a woman came to the threshing
floor.” 15 He also said: “Bring
the cloak that you are wearing,
and hold it out.” So she held it
out, and he put six measures* of
barley in it and put it on her, af-
ter which he went into the city.
16 She went her way to her
mother-in-law, who now said:
“How did it go for you,* my
daughter?” She told her every-
thing that the man had done for
her. 17 She added: “He gave
me these six measures of bar-
ley and said to me, ‘Do not go
empty-handed to your mother-
in-law.”” 18 At that she said:
“Sit here, my daughter, until you
learn how the matter will turn
out, for the man will not rest un-
til he settles the matter today.”

Now Bo’az went up to the

city gate= and sat there.
And look! the repurchaser whom
Bo’az had mentioned? passed
by. At that Bo’az said: “Come
here and sit down, So-and-so.”
And he went over and sat down.
2 Then Bo’az took ten of the
city eldersc and said: “Sit down
here.” So they sat down.

3 Boaz now said to the repur-
chaser:? “Na-o‘'mi, who has re-
turned from the fields of Mo’ab,¢
must sell the plot of land that
belonged to our brother E-lim’-
e-lech.” 4 So I thought I should
disclose it to you and say, ‘Buy
it in front of the inhabitants and
the elders of my people.s If you
will repurchase it, repurchase it.
But if you will not repurchase
it, tell me so that I will know,
for you have the claim to repur-

3:15 *Possibly six seah measures, or
about 44 L (40 dry qt). See App. B14.
3:16 *Lit., “Who are you?”

CHAP. 4

a De 25:7
Pr31:23

b Ru 312

C De 16:18

d Le 25:25
De 25:5,6
Ru 2:20
Ru 3:9,12

e Rullé

f Ru1:2

g Ge 23:18
Jer 32:9,10

Second Col.

a Ru3i3

b Ge 38:7,8
De 25:5,6

¢ De 25:7,9

d Ge 23:18
Ru 4:4
Jer 32:12

e Ge 387,8
De 25:5,6

f Ru4:4

g Ge28:3
Ge 35:23-26
Ge 46:15,18
Ge 46:22,25

h Ge 35:19

i Rull
Mic 5:2

RUTH 3:14-4:11

chase it, and I am next in line af-
ter you.” He replied: “I am will-
ing to repurchase it.”2 5 Then
Bo’az said: “On the day you buy
the field from Na-o'mi, you must
also buy it from Ruth the Mo'-
ab-i-tess, the wife of the dead
man, in order to restore the
name of the dead man to his
inheritance.”? 6 To this the re-
purchaser said: “I am unable to
repurchase it, for I may ruin my
own inheritance. Repurchase it
for yourself with my right of re-
purchase, because I am not able
to repurchase it.”

7 Now this was the custom of
former times in Israel concern-
ing the right of repurchase and
exchange to validate every sort
of transaction: A man had to re-
move his sandalc and give it to
the other party, and this was the
manner of confirming an agree-
ment* in Israel. 8 So when the
repurchaser said to Bo'az, “Buy
it for yourself,” he removed his
sandal. 9 Then Bo'az said to
the elders and all the people:
“You are witnesses? today that
I am buying from Na-o'mi all
that belonged to E-lim’e-lech and
all that belonged to Chil'i-on and
Mah'lon. 10 I am also acquiring
Ruth the Mo’ab-i-tess, the wife of
Mah'lon, as a wife to restore the
name of the dead man to his in-
heritance,¢ so that the name of
the dead man will not be cut
off from among his brothers and
from the city gate of his home.
You are witnesses today.”f

11 At this all the people who
were in the city gate and the
elders said: “We are witness-
es! May Jehovah grant the wife
who is entering your house
to be like Rachel and like Le’-
ah, both of whom built the
house of Israel.9 May you pros-
per in Eph’ra-thah” and make
a good name* in Beth'le-hem.’

4:7 *Or “the attestation.”
“proclaim a name.”

4:11 *Lit.,



RUTH 4:12-1 SAMUEL Contents

12 May your house become like
the house of Pe'rez, whom Ta'-
mar bore to Judah, through the
offspring that Jehovah will give
you by this young woman.”?

13 So Bo’az took Ruth and
she became his wife. He had re-
lations with her, and Jehovah let
her conceive and she gave birth
to a son. 14 Then the women
said to Na-o'mi: “Praised be Je-
hovah, who has not left you with-
out a repurchaser today. May
his name be proclaimed in Is-
rael! 15 He* has restored” your
life# and will sustain you in your
old age, because he has been
born to your daughter-in-law,
who loves youc and is better to
you than seven sons.” 16 Na-0'-

4:15 *That is, Naomi’s grandson. #Or
“has become a restorer of.” “Or “soul.”

CHAP. 4

a Ge 38:29
Nu 26:20
Mt 1:3

b Ps 127:3
C Ru1:14,16

Second Col.

a MtL5
Lu 3:23,32

b 1Sa 17:12
Isa 11:1
Ro 15:12

¢ Ru4:12
Mt 1:2-6

d Ge 46:12
Nu 26:21
1Ch 2:5

e 1Ch 2:9-15
f Ex 6:23

g Ru4:17
1Sa 16:1

h 2sa7:8
1Ch 2:13,15
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mi took the child and held him
to her bosom, and she cared
for him.* 17 Then the neigh-
bor women gave him a name.
They said, “A son has been born
to Na-o’'mi,” and they named him
O'bed.? He is the father of Jes'-
se,b David’s father.

18 Now this is the family
line* of Pe’rez:c Pe'rez became
father to Hez'ron;Y 19 Hez'ron
became father to Ram; Ram be-
came father to Am-min’a-dab;e
20 Am-min’a-dabfbecame father
to Nah’shon; Nah’shon became
father to Sal'mon; 21 Sal’'mon
became father to Bo'az; Bo'az
became father to O’bed;
22 O'bed became father to Jes'-
se;9 and Jes'se became father to
David."

4:16 *Or “became his nurse.” 4:18
*Lit., “these are the generations.”

THE FIRST OF

SAMUEL

OUTLINE OF CONTENTS

1 Elkanah and his wives (1-8)

Childless Hannah prays for a son (9-18)

Samuel born and given to
Jehovah (19-28)
2 Hannah’s prayer (1-11)
Sins of Eli’s two sons (12-26)

Jehovah judges the house of Eli (27-36) 9

3 Samuel called to be a prophet (1-21)
4 Philistines capture the Ark (1-11)
Eli and his sons die (12-22)
5 The Ark in Philistine territory (1-12)
Dagon humiliated (1-5)
Philistines scourged (6-12)

6 Philistines return the Ark to Israel (1-21)

7 The Ark in Kiriath-jearim (1)
Samuel urges: ‘Serve only
Jehovah’ (2-6)

10

1

12

13

Israel’s victory at Mizpah (7-14)
Samuel judges Israel (15-17)

Israel demands a king (1-9)

Samuel warns the people (10-18)

Jehovah grants the request for a
king (19-22)

Samuel meets with Saul (1-27)

Saul anointed to be king (1-16)
Saul presented to the people (17-27)

Saul defeats the Ammonites (1-11)
Saul’s kingship reconfirmed (12-15)

Samuel’s farewell speech (1-25)
‘Do not follow empty things’ (21)
Jehovah will not abandon his

people (22)
Saul selects an army (1-4)
Saul acts presumptuously (5-9)



JANUARY 31-FEBRUARY 6 | RUTH 3-4

Song 39 and Prayer Opening Comments (1 min.)

@ TREASURES O APPLY YOURSELF
FROM GOD’S WORD 821 TO THE FIELD MINISTRY
“Establish and Maintain a Good Reputation”: “Increase Your Joy in the Ministry—Help
(10 min.) Bible Students to Attend Meetings”:

(10 min.) Discussion. Play the video Help

Spiritual Gems: (10 min.) Your Bible Students to Attend Meetings.

Ru 4:6—In what way could a repurchaser . ) ) _
“ruin” his own inheritance by doing the Bible study. (5 mln.) Iffi lesson 03 pOInt 4 (8)
repurchasing? (w05 3/1 29 1[3)

I LIVING
AS CHRISTIANS

What spiritual gems from this week’s

Bible reading would you like to share Song 24

regarding Jehovah, the field ministry,

or something else? Congregation Bible Study: (30 min.)
rr chap. 19 {16-21, box 19B

Local Needs: (15 min.)

Bible Reading: (4 min.) Ru 4:7-22 (5)

Establish and Maintain a Good Reputation

Ruth acted out of consideration for others
(Ru 3:10; w12 10/1 22 q[5)

Ruth was well-known as “an excellent
woman” (Ru 3:11; w12 10/1 23 1)

Jehovah took note of Ruth’s good qualities
and blessed her (Ru 4:11-13; w12 10/1
24 113)

List some good qualities that you would
like to be known for.

8 Concluding Comments (3 min.) Song 144 and Prayer



January 31-February 6 / Ruth 3-4

Song 39 and Prayer
Opening Comments (1 minute)
Treasures From God's Word
“Establish and Maintain a Good Reputation”: (10 minutes)
Ruth acted out of consideration for others

Ruth 3:10: At that he said: "May Jehovah bless you, my daughter. You have shown your loyal love
more in this last instance than in the first instance, by not going after the young men, whether poor or
rich.

wl2 10/1 22 paragraph 5

Boaz spoke, and no doubt his gentle, soothing tone comforted Ruth. He said: “Blessed may you be of
Jehovah, my daughter. You have expressed your loving-kindness better in the last instance than in the
first instance, in not going after the young fellows whether lowly or rich.” (Ruth 3:10) “The first
instance” referred to Ruth’s loyal love in accompanying Naomi back to Israel and caring for her. “The
last instance” was the present one. Boaz noted that a young woman like Ruth might easily have
sought a husband among much younger men, whether rich or poor. Rather, she wanted to do good
not only to Naomi but also to Naomi's deceased husband, to carry on the dead man’s name in his
homeland. It is not hard to see why Boaz was moved by this young woman's unselfishness.

Ruth was well-known as “an excellent woman”

Ruth 3:11: And now, my daughter, have no fear. I will do for you everything that you say, for
everyone in the city knows that you are an excellent woman.

wl2 10/1 23 paragraph 1

How satisfying it must have been for Ruth to contemplate what Boaz had said—that she was known
among all the people as “an excellent woman”! No doubt her eagerness to get to know Jehovah and
to serve him had much to do with that reputation. She had also shown great kindness and sensitivity
toward Naomi and her people, willingly adapting to ways and customs that were surely unfamiliar to



her. If we imitate Ruth’s faith, we will seek to treat others and their ways and customs with deep
respect. If we do, we too may find that we develop a reputation for excellence.

[Image:] Boaz commending Ruth as she gleans in a field.

Jehovah took note of Ruth’s good qualities and blessed her

Ruth 4:11-13: At this all the people who were in the city gate and the elders said: “We are witnesses!
May Jehovah grant the wife who is entering your house to be like Rachel and like Leah, both of whom
built the house of Israel. May you prosper in Ephrathah and make a good name in Bethlehem. May
your house become like the house of Perez, whom Tamar bore to Judah, through the offspring that
Jehovah will give you by this young woman.” So Boaz took Ruth and she became his wife. He had
relations with her, and Jehovah let her conceive and she gave birth to a son.

wl2 10/1 24 paragraph 3

Boaz married Ruth. Thereafter, we read: “Jehovah granted her conception and she bore a son.” The
women of Bethlehem blessed Naomi and praised Ruth for being better to Naomi than seven sons
would have been. Later, we learn, Ruth’s son became an ancestor of the great King David. (Ruth 4:11-
22) David, in turn, was an ancestor of Jesus Christ—Matthew 1:1.

List some good qualities that you would like to be known for.



Spiritual Gems

Ruth 4:6—In what way could a repurchaser “ruin” his own inheritance by doing the
repurchasing?

Ruth 4:6: To this the repurchaser said: “I am unable to repurchase it, for I may ruin my own
inheritance. Repurchase it for yourself with my right of repurchase, because I am not able to
repurchase it.”

w05 3/1 29 paragraph 3

First of all, if the one falling into poverty had sold his land inheritance, a repurchaser would have to
put out money to buy the land at a price determined by the number of years remaining till the next
Jubilee. (Leviticus 25:25-27) Doing so would reduce the value of his own estate. Moreover, should a
son be born to Ruth, that son, rather than any of the repurchaser’s current near relatives, would
inherit the purchased field.

What spiritual gems from this week's Bible reading would you like to share regarding Jehovah, the
field ministry, or something else?

Bible Reading: (4 minutes) Ruth 4:7-22 (th study 5)



JANUARY 31-FEBRUARY 6 | RUTH 3-4

Song 39 and Prayer Opening Comments (1 min.)

@ TREASURES O APPLY YOURSELF
FROM GOD’S WORD 821 TO THE FIELD MINISTRY
“Establish and Maintain a Good Reputation”: “Increase Your Joy in the Ministry—Help
(10 min.) Bible Students to Attend Meetings”:

(10 min.) Discussion. Play the video Help

Spiritual Gems: (10 min.) Your Bible Students to Attend Meetings.

Ru 4:6—In what way could a repurchaser - - - :
“ruin” his own inheritance by doing the Bible Study: (5 min.) Iffi lesson 03 point 4 (8)

repurchasing? (w05 3/1 29 1[3)

I LIVING
AS CHRISTIANS

What spiritual gems from this week’s

Bible reading would you like to share Song 24

regarding Jehovah, the field ministry,

or something else? Congregation Bible Study: (30 min.)
rr chap. 19 {16-21, box 19B

Local Needs: (15 min.)

Bible Reading: (4 min.) Ru 4:7-22 (5)

Establish and Maintain a Good Reputation

Ruth acted out of consideration for others
(Ru 3:10; w12 10/1 22 q[5)

Ruth was well-known as “an excellent
woman” (Ru 3:11; w12 10/1 23 1)

Jehovah took note of Ruth’s good qualities
and blessed her (Ru 4:11-13; w12 10/1
24 113)

List some good qualities that you would
like to be known for.

8 Concluding Comments (3 min.) Song 144 and Prayer


https://www.jw.org/en/library/videos/#en/mediaitems/VODMinistryImproveSkills/pub-mwbv_202201_3_VIDEO

JANUARY 31-FEBRUARY 6

Nl INCREASE YOUR JOY IN THE MINISTRY
A4 Help Bible Students to Attend Meetings

Congregation meetings are a vital part of pure lesson 10) You might share a specific point that
worship. (Ps 22:22) All who gather to worship you have learned at a meeting or preview what

Jehovah find joy and blessings. (Ps 65:4) Bible will be discussed at an upcoming meeting. Give
students usually progress more rapidly when your students the publications that will be used.
they attend meetings regularly. Also, offer practical help. Maybe they need a

ride. Any effort you make will be well worth it
when your student attends a meeting for the first
time.—1Co 14:24, 25.

How can you help your Bible students to attend
meetings? Keep inviting them to attend. Show
them the video What Happens at a Kingdom
Hall? Explain the benefits of the meetings. (Iff

WATCH THE VIDEO DRAMATIZATION HELP YOUR BIBLE STUDENTS TO ATTEND MEETINGS, AND THEN
ANSWER THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS:

e What opportunity did Neeta use to invite Jade to a - [ 4 By
congregation meeting?

e Why do we find joy when a Bible student attends meetings?

e What did Jade experience when she attended her first
meeting?

“God is really among you”



DIG DEEPER

Examine how modern science agrees with the Bible,
and investigate a few impressive Bible prophecies.

4. Science agrees with the Bible

In ancient times, most people believed that the earth rested upon
something. Play the VIDEO.

e VIDEO: The Earth Hangs Upon
8 Nothing (1:13)

Notice what was recorded in the book of Job some 3,500 years ago.
Read Job 26:7, and then discuss this question:

e Why is the statement that the earth is suspended “upon nothing”
surprising?

It was not until the 1800’s that the earth’s water cycle was well
understood. Yet, notice what the Bible stated thousands of years ago.
Read Job 36:27, 28, and then discuss these questions:

e Why is this simple description of the water cycle remarkable?

e Do the scriptures you just read strengthen your trust in the Bible?

5. The Bible foretold
“ important events

VIDEO: The Bible Foretold the Read Isaiah 44:27-45:2, and then discuss this question:

Fall of Babylon (0:58)
fall of Babylon?

Play the VIDEO.

The Bible describes earth’s
water cycle

e What details did the Bible foretell 200 years before the


https://www.jw.org/finder?wtlocale=E&lank=pub-lffv_31_VIDEO&srcid=PDF
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Come to Jehovah’s Mountain

(Isaiah 2:2-4)
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(See also Ps. 43:3; 99:9; Isa. 60:22; Acts 16:5.)



JANUARY 31-FEBRUARY 6 | RUTH 3-4

Song 39 and Prayer Opening Comments (1 min.)

@ TREASURES O APPLY YOURSELF
FROM GOD’S WORD 821 TO THE FIELD MINISTRY
“Establish and Maintain a Good Reputation”: “Increase Your Joy in the Ministry—Help
(10 min.) Bible Students to Attend Meetings”:

(10 min.) Discussion. Play the video Help

Spiritual Gems: (10 min.) Your Bible Students to Attend Meetings.

Ru 4:6—In what way could a repurchaser . ) ) _
“ruin” his own inheritance by doing the Bible study. (5 mln.) Iffi lesson 03 pOInt 4 (8)
repurchasing? (w05 3/1 29 1[3)

I LIVING
AS CHRISTIANS

What spiritual gems from this week’s

Bible reading would you like to share Song 24

regarding Jehovah, the field ministry,

or something else? Congregation Bible Study: (30 min.)
rr chap. 19 {16-21, box 19B

Local Needs: (15 min.)

Bible Reading: (4 min.) Ru 4:7-22 (5)

Establish and Maintain a Good Reputation

Ruth acted out of consideration for others
(Ru 3:10; w12 10/1 22 q[5)

Ruth was well-known as “an excellent
woman” (Ru 3:11; w12 10/1 23 1)

Jehovah took note of Ruth’s good qualities
and blessed her (Ru 4:11-13; w12 10/1
24 113)

List some good qualities that you would
like to be known for.

8 Concluding Comments (3 min.) Song 144 and Prayer



14, 15. (a) What lesson should
we take from the unhealed
marshy places in Ezekiel’s
vision? (b) How does Ezekiel’s
visionary river benefit us
today?

16, 17. (a) In what way will
the water of life be even more
expansive in Paradise?

(b) How will we benefit from
that river of blessings in
Paradise?

208

felt blessed to have such spiritual food? We are truly well-
fed. (Isa. 65:13, 14) Does our spiritual food promote spiritu-
al health? The wholesome counsel we receive, based solidly
on God’s Word, helps us to fight off such spiritual enemies
as immorality, greed, and lack of faith. Jehovah has also put
in place an arrangement to help Christians overcome spiritu-
al sickness brought on by serious sin. (Read James 5:14.) We
are indeed blessed, just as suggested by Ezekiel’s vision of
the trees.

14 At the same time, we may take a lesson from those un-
healed marshy places. Never would we want to refuse to let
Jehovah'’s blessings flow into our life. It would be tragic to
remain unhealed, like so many in this sick world. (Matt. 13:
15) Rather, we are delighted to benefit from the river of bless-
ings. When we eagerly drink in the pure waters of truth from
God’s Word, when we share such truths with others by means
of the preaching work, when we receive loving guidance, com-
fort, and help from elders who have been trained by the faith-
ful slave, we may think of Ezekiel’s visionary river. That riv-
er promotes life and healing wherever it goes!

15 What, though, about a future fulfillment of this vision-
ary river? As we will see, the river will flow in the greatest
possible sense in the Paradise to come.

What the Vision Will Mean in Paradise

16 Do you picture yourself in Paradise, surrounded by
friends and family, enjoying life to the full? Studying Eze-
kiel’s visionary river can help you to make that picture more
vivid. How so? Consider once more the three clear, loving
aspects of the vision.

17 A river of blessings. The symbolic river will, in a sense, be
far more expansive in Paradise, for its benefits will be not
only spiritual but also physical. During Jesus’ Thousand Year
Reign, God’s Kingdom will help faithful ones to benefit from
the ransom in a much greater way. Gradually, they will be
lifted to perfection! No more diseases, doctors, nurses, hos-
pitals, health insurance! That water of life will flow to the
millions of Armageddon survivors, “a great crowd” who will
emerge from “the great tribulation.” (Rev. 7:9, 14) However,
that initial flow of the river of blessings, impressive though
it will be, will be only a trickle compared to what will come
later. As in Ezekiel’s vision, the river will expand to meet
greater needs.

PURE WORSHIP OF JEHOVAH—RESTORED AT LAST!



18 Life-giving water. During the Millennium, the “river of wa-
ter of life” will become a torrent. (Rev. 22:1) Countless mil-
lions, even billions, will be resurrected from the dead and
offered the opportunity to live forever in Paradise! Jehovah’s
blessings through the Kingdom will include bringing life to
vast numbers of the dead, humans who have long lain pow-
erless in the dust of the earth. (Isa. 26:19) However, will all
those resurrected ones remain alive forever?

19 Each one must choose. You see, new scrolls will be
opened during that time. So the refreshing waters from
Jehovah will include newly revealed truths, new spiritual
instructions. Is it not thrilling to think of that prospect?
Nonetheless, some will refuse that blessing, choosing instead
to disobey Jehovah. Some individuals may rebel during the
Millennium, but they will not be allowed to disrupt Paradise.
(Isa. 65:20) We may be reminded of Ezekiel’s vision and think
of those marshy places that remained barren, “abandoned to
salt.” How foolish are those who stubbornly refuse to drink
from the precious water of life! After the Millennium, a group

“EVERYTHING WILL LIVE WHEREVER THE STREAM GOES”

In Paradise, the river of
blessings will make everyone
young and healthy

SEE PARAGRAPH 17

18. In what sense will the
“river of water of life” become
a mighty torrent during the
Millennium?

19. (a) What indicates that
new waters of divine truth will
be made available in Para-
dise? (b) In what sense will
some be “abandoned to salt”
in the future?

209



20. What arrangement for our
benefit during the Millennium
reminds us of the trees that
Ezekiel saw?

21. How does contemplating
Ezekiel’s visionary river affect
you, and what will we consider
next? (See the box “A Trickle
Becomes a Torrent!”)

of rebels will side with Satan. All who reject Jehovah’s righ-
teous rule will face the same end: eternal death.—Rev. 20:
7-12.

20 Trees for food and healing. Jehovah does not want any of
us to lose out on eternal life. To help us take hold of the mar-
velous opportunity he is offering, he will again make sure
that there will be an arrangement like those trees that Eze-
kiel saw. In Paradise, though, the benefits from Jehovah will
be physical as well as spiritual. In heaven, Jesus Christ and
his 144,000 corulers with him will rule as kings for the Mil-
lennium. As a priestly class, the 144,000 will administer the
benefits of Christ’s ransom sacrifice, helping to lift faithful
humans to perfection. (Rev. 20:6) This arrangement for phys-
ical and spiritual healing reminds us of those trees that Eze-
kiel saw along the riverbanks, trees that bear nourishing fruit
and have leaves that heal. Ezekiel’s vision parallels another
beautiful prophetic passage, as recorded by the apostle John.
(Read Revelation 22:1, 2.) The leaves of the trees John saw
are “for the healing of the nations.” Countless millions of
faithful humans will benefit from the priestly services of the
144,000.

21 As you contemplate Ezekiel’s visionary river, is your
heart not filled with peace and hope? What marvelous times
lie ahead of us! And just think—Jehovah painted striking
word pictures of that time thousands of years ago, patiently
inviting us to be there to see the great fulfillment, the real-
ity promised in the pictures. Will you be there? You might
wonder if there will really be a place for you in Paradise. Let
us consider next how the closing passages of Ezekiel’s proph-
ecy give us reassurance.

YOUR PLACE IN PURE WORSHIP

1 How was Ezekiel’s vision of the river 3 How will Ezekiel’s visionary river

fulfilled in ancient times?

2 In what ways are we seeing a
fulfillment of that vision today?

210

flow in the greatest sense during
Christ’s Millennial Reign?

PURE WORSHIP OF JEHOVAH—RESTORED AT LAST!
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Ezekiel follows a stream as it trickles from
Jehovah'’s sanctuary and miraculously becomes
a deep torrent in just over a mile! Along the
riverbanks, he sees luxuriant trees that offer

A TRICKLE BECOMES
A TORRENT!

SEE PARAGRAPHS 4-21

nourishment and healing. What does it all mean?

1,000 cubits
ankle-deep

The River
Brings Blessings

Once the exiles returned

to their homeland, bless-
ings flowed to them as
they took part in the resto-
ration of pure worship at
the temple

IN3IDNV

In 1919 pure worship was
restored, opening the way
for an unprecedented flow
of spiritual blessings to
God'’s faithful servants

N4d3IdAOW

After Armageddon, the flow
of blessings from Jehovah
will be physical as well as
spiritual in nature

Jianind
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2,000 cubits
knee-deep

Life-Giving Water

Jehovah richly blessed his
obedient people, even as
their numbers increased,
making them thrive
spiritually

In the developing spiritual
paradise, ever-growing
numbers have benefited
from the expanding flow of
Jehovah'’s spiritual bless-
ings and have come to life
in a spiritual sense

Armageddon survivors will
be joined by untold millions
of resurrected ones, and
Jehovah'’s blessings will be
abundant for all

3,000 cubits
hip-deep

4,000 cubits
too deep to

Trees for Food
and Healing

In a spiritual sense, Jehovah
fed his faithful people in their
restored land; he also healed
them of the spiritual sickness
that had long plagued them

Ample supplies of spiritual food
are helping people to counteract
the pervasive spiritual sickness
and starvation of today’s world

Christ and his 144,000 corulers
will help all obedient mankind to
reach perfection and to enjoy
health and vitality forever!



144 Keep Your Eyes on the Prize!

(2 Corinthians 4:18)
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Keep Your Eyes on the Prize!
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(See also Isa. 11:6-9; 35:5

-7, John 11:24.)
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Walking in Integrity
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STUDY 4 8
ARTICLE

SONG 34
Walking in Integrity

PREVIEW

We love Jehovah very
much, and we want to
please him. Jehovah is
holy, and he expects his
worshippers to be holy.

Is that really possible for
imperfect humans? Yes,

it is. A careful consider-
ation of the apostle Peter’s
counsel to fellow believers
and of Jehovah’s instruc-
tions to ancient Israel will
help us learn how we can
become holy in all our
conduct.

“You Must Be Holy”

“Become holy yourselves in all your conduct.”—1 PeT. 1:15.

WHETHER our hope is heavenly or earthly, we can ben-
efit from considering the counsel that the apostle Pe-
ter gave anointed Christians in the first century. Peter
wrote: “Like the Holy One who called you, become holy
yourselves in all your conduct, for it is written: ‘You must
be holy, because I am holy.”” (1 Pet. 1:15, 16) From these
words, we learn that we can imitate Jehovah, who is the
supreme example of holiness. We can and must be holy in
our conduct. That may seem impossible because we are
imperfect. Peter himself made a number of mistakes; yet,
his example shows that we can “become holy.”

2 In this article, we will consider the following ques-
tions: What is holiness? What does the Bible teach us
about Jehovah’s holiness? How can we become holy in
our conduct? And what connection is there between ho-
liness and our relationship with Jehovah?

WHAT IS HOLINESS?

3 When people think of someone who is holy, many
imagine a joyless person who wears religious garments
and always has a pious look on his face. But that can-
not be accurate. Jehovah, who is holy, is described
as “the happy God.” (1 Tim. 1:11) Those who worship
him are called “happy.” (Ps. 144:15) Jesus condemned
those who wore distinctive garments and practiced their

1. What counsel did the apostle Peter give fellow believers, and why
might his advice seem impossible to apply?

2. What questions will we consider in this article?

3. What concept do many people have of holiness, but where can we
find accurate information?



righteousness in front of men. (Matt.
6:1; Mark 12:38) As Christians, we shape
our view of holiness by what we have
learned from the Bible. We are con-
vinced that our holy and loving God
would never give us a command that we
could not possibly obey. So when Jeho-
vah tells us: “You must be holy,” we have
no doubt that this is possible. Of course,
before we can become holy in our con-
duct, we need to understand what holi-
ness is.

4 What is holiness? In the Bible, the
words “holy” and “holiness” basically
refer to moral and religious cleanness or
sacredness. The terms can also convey
the idea of being set aside to serve God.
In other words, we will be considered
holy if we are morally clean, if we wor-
ship Jehovah acceptably, and if we have
a close personal relationship with him.
The very thought that we can have a per-
sonal relationship with our holy God is
enough to take our breath away, espe-
cially when we consider what the Bible
teaches us about Jehovah’s holiness.

“HOLY, HOLY, HOLY IS JEHOVAH”

5 Jehovah is pure and clean in every
way. We learn this from a description of
him that was given by seraphs—angelic
creatures who are close to his throne.
Some of them testified: “Holy, holy, holy
is Jehovah of armies.” (Isa. 6:3) Of
course, in order to have a close rela-
tionship with their holy God, the angels
themselves must be holy—and they are.
In fact, the mere presence of an angel of

4. What do the words “holy” and “holiness” mean?

5. What can we learn about Jehovah from faithful
angels?

Jehovah could render a place on earth
holy. That is what happened when Moses
was at the burning thornbush.—Ex. 3:
2-5; Josh. 5:15.

6 After Moses led the Israelites
through the Red Sea, he emphasized to
them that their God, Jehovah, is holy.
(Read Exodus 15:1, 11.) The conduct of
the worshippers of the gods of Egypt
was far from holy. The same was true of
those who worshipped the gods of Ca-
naan. Their worship included child sac-
rifices and depraved sexual practices.
(Lev. 18:3, 4, 21-24; Deut. 18:9, 10) In
contrast, Jehovah would never require
his worshippers to do anything that
would degrade them. He is the essence
of holiness. This was made clear by the
inscription found on a gold plate on the
turban of the high priest. Engraved on
this plate was the statement: “Holiness
belongs to Jehovah.”—Ex. 28:36-38.

7 The message on that plate would as-
sure anyone seeing it that Jehovah is
truly holy. What, though, of an Israelite
who was not able to see the plate be-
cause he could not approach the high
priest? Would he miss this vital message?
No! Every Israelite heard that message
as the Law was read before men, wom-
en, and children. (Deut. 31:9-12) If you
had been present, you would have heard
these statements: “I am Jehovah your
God, and you must . . . be holy, because
I am holy.” “You must be holy to me, be-
cause I, Jehovah, am holy.”—Lev. 11:44,
45; 20:7, 26.

6-7. (a) According to Exodus 15:1, 11, how did
Moses emphasize God’s holiness? (b) How was
God’s holiness called to the attention of all Israel-
ites? (See cover picture.)
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8 Let us focus on one statement re-
corded at Leviticus 19:2 that was read
to all. Jehovah told Moses: “Speak to
the entire assembly of the Israelites and
tell them, ‘You should be holy, because
I, Jehovah your God, am holy.”” Pe-
ter may have been quoting from that
statement when he urged Christians to
“become holy.” (Read 1 Peter 1:14-16.)
Of course, we are not under the Mosa-
ic Law. Still, what Peter wrote confirms
what we learn from Leviticus 19:2, that
is, Jehovah is holy and those who love
him should strive to be holy. This is true
whether we hope to live in heaven or on
a paradise earth.—1 Pet. 1:4; 2 Pet. 3:13.

“BECOME HOLY ... INALL
YOUR CONDUCT”
9 Because we want to please our holy
God, we are eager to learn how we can
become holy. Jehovah provides some

8. Why should we be interested in considering Le-
viticus 19:2 and 1 Peter 1:14-16?

9. How will we benefit from considering Leviticus
chapter 19?

THE WATCHTOWER

The comment about parents
found at Leviticus 19:3 should
move Christians to consider what?
(See paragraphs 10-12)

practical advice on how we can do so. An
excellent source of this advice is Leviti-
cus chapter 19. Hebrew scholar Marcus
Kalisch wrote: “This remarkable chap-
ter is perhaps the most comprehensive,
the most varied, and in some respects
the most important section of Leviti-
cus, if not of the Pentateuch.” Let us
note some verses from this chapter that
contain valuable lessons about aspects
of our daily life. As we do so, remem-
ber that these lessons follow the opening
statement: “You should be holy.”

10 After stating that the Israelites
should be holy, Jehovah added: “Each of
you should respect his mother and his
father . . . I am Jehovah your God.”
—Lev. 19:2, 3.

11 Clearly, we ought to take to heart
God’s direction to honor our parents.
Recall the occasion when a man asked
Jesus: “What good must I do to gain

10-11. What aspect of holy conduct is highlighted
in the opening words of Leviticus chapter 19, and
how should we view this direction?



everlasting life?” Part of Jesus’ answer
was that the man needed to honor his
father and his mother. (Matt. 19:16-
19) Jesus even denounced the Pharisees
and scribes for scheming to avoid giv-
ing that honor. Thus, they “made the
word of God invalid.” (Matt. 15:3-6)
“The word of God” included the fifth of
the Ten Commandments as well as what
we read at Leviticus 19:3. (Ex. 20:12)
Once again, bear in mind that the direc-
tion found at Leviticus 19:3—to respect
one’s mother and father—comes right af-
ter the statement: “You should be holy,
because I, Jehovah your God, am holy.”

12 [n harmony with Jehovah’s coun-
sel to honor our parents, we might ask
ourselves, ‘How am I doing in this re-
gard?’ If you feel that you should have
done more in the past, you could decide
now to make improvements. You cannot
change the past, but you can be resolved
from this point on to do more with and
for your parents. Perhaps you could ar-
range to spend more time with them.
Or what about offering them more sup-
port materially, spiritually, or emotion-
ally? Doing so is in line with what Leviti-
cus 19:3 says.

13 Leviticus 19:3 teaches us something
else about becoming holy. It mentions
keeping the Sabbath. Christians are not
under the Law, so we need not observe a
weekly Sabbath. Still, we can learn much
from how the Israelites kept the Sabbath
and how they benefited from doing so.

12. In harmony with the counsel found at Leviticus
19:3, what question might we ask ourselves?

13. (a) What further counsel do we find at Leviti-
cus 19:3? (b) How can we today imitate Jesus’ ex-
ample, as recorded at Luke 4:16-187?

The Sabbath was a time to rest from nor-
mal labors and give attention to spiritu-
al matters.” Fittingly, on that day Jesus
would go to the synagogue in his home-
town and read from God’s Word. (Ex.
31:12-15; read Luke 4:16-18.) God’s ex-
hortation recorded at Leviticus 19:3 to
“keep [his] sabbaths” should move us to
buy out some time from our day-to-day
activities so that we can give more at-
tention to spiritual matters. Do you feel
that you should make some adjustments
in that respect? If you regularly set aside
time to focus on spiritual matters, you
will develop a warm, personal relation-
ship with Jehovah, which is essential to
become holy.

STRENGTHEN YOUR RELATIONSHIP
WITH JEHOVAH

14 Leviticus chapter 19 repeatedly
mentions a fundamental truth that can
help us to remain holy. Verse 4 con-
cludes with the words: “I am Jehovah
your God.” That phrase or similar word-
ing is found 16 times in this chapter. This
calls to mind the first commandment: “I
am Jehovah your God . . . You must not
have any other gods besides me.” (Ex.
20:2, 3) Every Christian who wants to
become holy must ensure that nothing
or no one comes between him and his re-
lationship with his God. And because
we bear the name Jehovah’s Witnesses,
we are determined to avoid any actions

* For a discussion of the Sabbath and the lessons we can
draw from it, see the article “‘There Is an Appointed
Time’ for Work and for Rest” in the December 2019 issue
of The Watchtower.

14. What fundamental truth is emphasized
throughout Leviticus chapter 19?
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What point should God’s
people have learned from
Leviticus 19:23-25, and
what lesson do you learn
from those verses?

(See paragraphs 17-18)

6

that would disgrace or profane his holy
name.—Lev. 19:12; Isa. 57:15.

15 For the Israelites, recognizing Jeho-
vah as their God involved keeping many
laws. Leviticus 18:4 says: “You should
carry out my judicial decisions, and you
should keep my statutes and walk in
them. I am Jehovah your God.” Chap-
ter 19 includes some of those “statutes”
for Israel. For example, verses 5-8, 21, 22
deal with animal sacrifices. Those were
to be made in a way that would not ‘pro-
fane a holy thing of Jehovah.” Reading
those verses should move us to want to
please Jehovah and to offer him accept-
able sacrifices of praise, as Hebrews 13:
15 urges us to do.

16 To become holy, we must be will-
ing to stand out as different. That can
be a challenge. Sometimes schoolmates,
business associates, unbelieving rela-
tives, and others may pressure us to get
involved in activities that would inter-
fere with our worship. When they do,
we have an important decision to make.

15. The verses found in Leviticus chapter 19 deal-
ing with sacrifices should move us to do what?

16. What may remind us of the distinction between
those serving God and those not serving him?

THE WATCHTOWER

What can help us make the right choice?
Consider an interesting principle found
at Leviticus 19:19, which says in part:
“You must not wear a garment made
with two sorts of thread mixed togeth-
er.” That law helped to distinguish Isra-
el from the surrounding nations. Today,
we do not object to garments of mixed
materials, such as cotton and polyes-
ter or wool and rayon. But we do ob-
ject to being like people whose beliefs
and practices conflict with Bible teach-
ings, even if these individuals are school-
mates, business associates, or relatives.
Of course, we have natural affection for
our relatives, and we show love for our
neighbors. Yet, when it comes to impor-
tant aspects of life, we are willing to be
separate as Jehovah’s people. Recall that
being set aside for God is part of being
holy. That is vital if we are striving to be-
come holy.—2 Cor. 6:14-16; 1 Pet. 4:3, 4.

17 The phrase “I am Jehovah your God”
should have helped the Israelites to give
priority to their relationship with Jeho-
vah. How? Leviticus 19:23-25 reveals
one way. (Read.) Consider what these

17-18. We can draw what valuable lesson from Le-
viticus 19:23-25?



words would mean for the Israelites once
they entered the Promised Land. If a
man planted trees for food, he was not to
eat the fruit from these trees for three
years. In the fourth year, the fruit was
set aside for use at God’s sanctuary. It
was only in the fifth year that the owner
could eat the fruit. This law should have
helped the Israelites to understand that
their interests were not to come first.
They were to trust in Jehovah as their
Provider and give priority to supporting
his worship. He would make sure that
they had enough to eat. And God en-
couraged them to make generous gifts at
the sanctuary, the center of his worship.

18 The law recorded at Leviticus 19:23-
25 reminds us of Jesus’ words in the Ser-
mon on the Mount. He said: “Stop being
anxious about . . . what you will eat or
what you will drink.” Jesus continued:
“Your heavenly Father knows that you
need all these things.” God will provide
for us, as he does even for the birds.
(Matt. 6:25, 26, 32) We trust in Jehovah
as our Provider. And we discreetly make
“gifts of mercy” to help those in need.
We are also quick to contribute toward

congregation expenses. Jehovah takes
notice of such generosity and will repay
us. (Matt. 6:2-4) We are thus showing
that we understand the lessons from Le-
viticus 19:23-25.

19 We have examined just a few por-
tions of Leviticus chapter 19, noting
ways in which we can be like our holy
God. By imitating him, we strive to ‘be-
come holy in all our conduct.” (1 Pet.
1:15) Many who do not serve Jehovah
have been eyewitnesses of that fine con-
duct. In fact, it has moved some to glori-
fy Jehovah. (1 Pet. 2:12) But there is
much more that we can learn from Levit-
icus chapter 19. The following article will
address additional verses in that chapter
and will help us to discern other areas of
our life in which we can “become holy,”
as Peter urged.

19. How have you benefited from considering this
portion of Leviticus?

PICTURE DESCRIPTIONS Page 4: An adult son
spends time with his parents, brings his wife and
child to visit them, and makes it a point to keep in
contact with them. Page 6: An Israelite farmer
examines some fruit on the trees that he planted.

HOW WOULD YOU ANSWER?

B How can lessons from
Leviticus chapter 19 help
us to become holy in our
conduct?

B What is holiness? B What steps should we

take to strengthen our rela-
tionship with Jehovah?

SONG 80
“Taste and See That Jehovah Is Good”
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(Psalm 34:8)

“Taste and See That Jehovah Is Good”
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“Taste and See That Jehovah Is Good”

Chorus
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(See also Mark 14:8; Luke 21:2; 1 Tim. 1:12; 6:6.)



