
Saturday, January 22
Surely in vain I have kept my heart

pure and washed my hands in
innocence.—Ps. 73:13.

The Levite psalmist began to envy
the wicked and arrogant, not be-
cause of their badness, but because
of their evident prosperity. (Ps.
73:2-9, 11-14) They seemed to have
it all—wealth, a good life, and no
anxieties. The Levite needed to see
things from Jehovah’s standpoint.
On doing so, he was at peace once
again, and he was happy. He said:
“Besides [Jehovah] I desire nothing
on earth.” (Ps. 73:25) Likewise, let us
never envy wicked people who seem
to prosper.Their happiness is super-
ficial and temporary. (Eccl. 8:12, 13)
To envy them is to invite discourage-
ment as well as spiritual ruin. So if
you find yourself envying the seem-
ing success of the wicked, do what
the Levite did. Heed God’s loving ad-
vice, and associate with others who
do Jehovah’s will. When Jehovah is
your greatest delight, you will find
true happiness. And you will stay on
the path to “the real life.”—1 Tim. 6:
19. w20.12 19 ˚14-16

Sunday, January 23
The problem is that we do not
know what we should pray for as
we need to, but the spirit it-
self pleads for us with unuttered

groanings.—Rom. 8:26.
As you throw your anxiety on Je-

hovah in prayer, be sure to include
words of thanks. It is good for us
to count our blessings, even when
our circumstances are especially
difficult. If at times you are unable
to find the right words to express
your intense emotions, remember
that Jehovah answers prayers as

simple as ‘Please help!’ (2 Chron. 18:
31) Rely on Jehovah’s wisdom, not
your own. Back in the eighth cen-
tury B.C.E., the people of Judah
felt threatened by the Assyrians.
In a desperate effort to avoid com-
ing under the Assyrian yoke, they
turned to pagan Egypt. (Isa. 30:1, 2)
Jehovah warned them that their
wayward course would end in disas-
ter. (Isa. 30:7, 12, 13) Through Isa-
iah, Jehovah told the people how
they could find real security. He
said: “Your strength will be in keep-
ing calm and showing trust” in Je-
hovah.—Isa. 30:15b. w21.01 3-4 ˚8-9

Monday, January 24
I heard the number of those who
were sealed, 144,000.—Rev. 7:4.
As a reward for their faithfulness,

Christ’s anointed brothers become
kings and priests with him in heav-
en. (Rev. 20:6) All those who make
up the heavenly part of God’s fami-
ly will be eager to see the 144,000
anointed ones receive their heaven-
ly reward. After telling about these
144,000 kings and priests, the apos-
tle John sees something exciting, “a
great crowd” who survive Armaged-
don. Unlike the first group, this sec-
ond group is much larger and has no
fixed number. (Rev. 7:9, 10) They are
“dressed in white robes,” indicat-
ing that they have kept themselves
“without spot” from Satan’s world
and have remained loyal to God and
Christ. (Jas. 1:27) They cry out that
they have been saved because of
what Jehovah and Jesus, the Lamb
of God, have done. All the while,
they are holding palm branches,
which shows that they joyfully ac-
knowledge Jesus as Jehovah’s ap-
pointed King.—Compare John 12:12,
13. w21.01 15-16 ˚6-7



Tuesday, January 25
Your humility makes me great.

—2 Sam. 22:36.
A man can learn to be a good

family head by imitating the way
that Jehovah and Jesus exercise
their headship. For instance, con-
sider the quality of humility. Jeho-
vah is the wisest Person in exis-
tence; yet, he listens to the opinions
of his servants. (Gen. 18:23, 24, 32)
Jehovah is perfect, but he does
not, at present, expect perfection
from us. Instead, he helps imper-
fect humans who serve him to suc-
ceed. (Ps. 113:6, 7) In fact, the Bible
even describes Jehovah as a “help-
er.” (Ps. 27:9; Heb. 13:6) King David
acknowledged that he could accom-
plish the great work he was given
to do only because of Jehovah’s hu-
mility. Consider Jesus’ example. Al-
though Lord and Master of his dis-
ciples, he washed their feet. Jesus
himself said: “I set the pattern for
you, that just as I did to you, you
should also do.” (John 13:12-17) Al-
though he had great authority, Je-
sus did not expect to be served.
Instead, he served others.—Matt.
20:28. w21.02 3-4 ˚8-10

Wednesday, January 26
The glory of young men is their

strength.—Prov. 20:29.
Young brothers, you have a lot to

offer. Many of you are strong and
full of energy. You are a real asset
to your congregation. You may look
forward to the time when you are
appointed as a ministerial servant.
However, you may feel that others
view you as being too young or too
inexperienced to be entrusted with
important work. Even though you

may be young, there are things you
can do right now to earn the trust
and respect of those in your congre-
gation. Do you young men have a
skill that could benefit others in the
congregation? Many of you do. For
example, you may notice that some
older ones appreciate being shown
how to make the best use of their
tablets and other electronic devic-
es for personal study and for meet-
ings.Your knowledge of these devic-
es can be of great benefit to such
older ones. In everything you do,
make your heavenly Father proud of
you. w21.03 2 ˚1, 3; 7 ˚18

Thursday, January 27
Each one will carry his
own load.—Gal. 6:5.

Even if a wife is better educated
than her husband, it is his responsi-
bility to take the lead in family wor-
ship and in other theocratic activ-
ities. (Eph. 6:4) A woman must be
submissive to her husband, but she
is still responsible for her own spiri-
tual health.To that end, she must al-
locate some time for her own per-
sonal study and meditation. That
will help her to maintain her love
and respect for Jehovah and to find
joy in being submissive to her hus-
band. Wives who remain subject to
their husband out of love for Jeho-
vah will find more joy and content-
ment than those who reject Jeho-
vah’s headship arrangement. They
set a good example for both young
men and young women. And they
help to create a warm atmosphere
not only in the family but also in
the congregation. (Titus 2:3-5) To-
day, women make up a large part of
those who are loyally serving Jeho-
vah.—Ps. 68:11. w21.02 13 ˚21-23



Friday, January 28
Draw close to God, and he will
draw close to you.—Jas. 4:8.

The apostle Paul set an outstand-
ing example of courage and endur-
ance. At times, he felt weak. But
he was able to endure because he
relied on Jehovah to give him the
strength he needed. (2 Cor. 12:8-10;
Phil. 4:13) We can have that kind
of strength and courage if we hum-
bly recognize that we need Jeho-
vah’s help. (Jas. 4:10) We can be
certain that the trials we face are
not punishment from Jehovah. The
disciple James assures us: “When
under trial, let no one say: ‘I am
being tried by God.’ For with evil
things God cannot be tried, nor
does he himself try anyone.” (Jas. 1:
13) When we are convinced of that
fact, we are drawn closer to our
loving heavenly Father. Jehovah
“does not vary or change.” (Jas. 1:
17) He supported the first-century
Christians through their trials, and
he will help each of us today too.
Earnestly ask Jehovah to help you
gainwisdom, faith, and courage. He
will answer your prayers. w21.02 31
˚19-21

Saturday, January 29
As iron sharpens iron, so one

man sharpens his friend.
—Prov. 27:17.

You can encourage a Bible stu-
dent who attends meetings by
showing personal interest in him.
(Phil. 2:4) Without being too per-
sonal, you could commend him for
any positive changes he has made
and ask him about his Bible study,
his family, and his work.These con-
versations might draw you clos-
er together. When you befriend the

student, you help him to progress
to baptism. As the student contin-
ues to progress and make chang-
es, help him to feel that he belongs
in the congregation. You can do
this by being hospitable. (Heb. 13:2)
Once the Bible student qualifies
as a publisher, you can also invite
him to accompany you in the min-
istry. Diego, a publisher from Bra-
zil, says: “Many brothers invited me
to go out in the ministry. This was
the best way to get to know them
well. As I did, I learned a lot, and I
felt closer to Jehovah and Jesus.”
w21.03 12 ˚15-16

Sunday, January 30
Return evil for evil to no one.

—Rom. 12:17.
Jesus told his followers to love

their enemies. (Matt. 5:44, 45) Is
that easy to do? By no means! But it
is possible with the help of God’s
holy spirit. The fruitage of God’s
spirit includes love as well as pa-
tience, kindness, mildness, and
self-control. (Gal. 5:22, 23) These
qualities help us to endure hatred.
Many opposers have had a change
of heart because a believing hus-
band, wife, child, or neighbor dis-
played those godly qualities. Many
opposers have even become our
dear brothers and sisters. So if you
find it hard to love those who hate
you just because you are serving
Jehovah, pray for holy spirit. (Luke
11:13) And be fully convinced that
God’s way is always best. (Prov. 3:
5-7) Hatred can be powerful and
hurtful, but love is much stronger.
It wins hearts. And it brings joy to
Jehovah’s heart. But even if oppos-
ers continue to hate us, we can still
be happy. w21.03 23 ˚13; 24 ˚15, 17



�
TREASURES
FROM GOD’S WORD______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

“Pursue Loyal Love”: (10 min.)
Spiritual Gems: (10 min.)

Ru 1:20, 21—Why did Naomi say that
Jehovah had made her life bitter? (w05
3/1 27 ˚1)

What spiritual gems from this week’s
Bible reading would you like to share
regarding Jehovah, the field ministry,
or something else?

Bible Reading: (4 min.) Ru 1:1-17 (10)

�
APPLY YOURSELF
TO THE FIELD MINISTRY______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Initial Call: (3 min.) Use the sample conversa-
tion. Overcome a common objection. (12)

Return Visit: (4 min.) Begin with the sample
conversation. Introduce (but do not play)
the video Why Study the Bible? (9)

Talk: (5 min.) ia 43-44 ˚5-9—Theme: What
Makes a Family? (20)

�
LIVING
AS CHRISTIANS______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Song 54
“Be Assured of Jehovah’s Loyal Love”:

(15 min.) Discussion. Play the video 2019
Coordinators’ Committee Report (video
category OUR ACTIVITIES).

Congregation Bible Study: (30 min.)
rr chap. 19 ˚7-15

JANUARY 24 - 30 � RUTH 1 - 2

Song 108 and Prayer � Opening Comments (1 min.)

� Concluding Comments (3 min.) � Song 97 and Prayer

� Pursue Loyal Love
[Play the video Introduction to Ruth.]
Naomi urged Orpah and Ruth to return

to Moab (Ru 1:8-13; w16.02 14 ˚5)
Ruth refused to abandon Naomi and

Jehovah (Ru 1:16, 17; w16.02 14 ˚6)

Loyal love is motivated by commit-
ment, integrity, loyalty, and deep
attachment. Jehovah demonstrates
loyal love to his faithful servants. (Ps
63:3) We too should show loyal love
to others.—Pr 21:21.
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108 God’s Loyal Love
(Isaiah 55:1-3)

Loy - al love! God is love. We can sense his
Loy - al love! God is love. All his works give
Loy - al love! God is love. May his spir - it

care from a - bove. God by means of his
proof of his love. Love Je - ho - vah has
move us to love. As we loy - al - ly

pre - cious Son Paid the ran - som for
fur - ther shown, Giv - ing Je - sus the
help the meek, God’s com - mand - ments they

ev - ’ry - one, Giv - ing hope that we
king - ly throne. God’s own pur - pose has
learn to keep. We are serv - ing with
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God’s Loyal Love

Chorus

(See also Ps. 33:5; 57:10; Eph. 1:7.)

might pos - sess Life e - ter - nal and
come to pass. See! His King - dom is
god - ly fear, Preach - ing bold - ly for

hap - pi - ness.
here at last!
all to hear.

Hey there, all you thirst - y ones,

Come and drink life’s wa - ter free. Yes, come drink, you

thirst - y ones; God’s loy - al love you’ll see.



391 JUDGES 21:19–RUTH 1:2

1 Now in the days when the
judgesa administered jus-

tice, a famine occurred in the
land; and a man went from Beth′-
le·hemb in Judah to reside as a

1:1 Or “ruled.”

foreigner in the fields of Mo′ab,a
he along with his wife and his
two sons. 2The  man’s name
was E·lim′e·lech, his wife’s

1:1 Or “region.” 1:2 Meaning “My
God Is King.”

RUTH
OUTLINE      OF  CONTENTS      

1 Elimelech’s family moves to Moab (1,2)
Naomi, Orpah, and Ruth widowed (3-6)
Ruth loyal to Naomi and her God (7-17)
Naomi returns to Bethlehem with
Ruth (18-22)

2 Ruth gleans in Boaz’ field (1-3)
Ruth and Boaz meet (4-16)
Ruth tells Naomi about Boaz’
kindness (17-23)

3 Naomi instructs Ruth (1-4)
Ruth and Boaz at the threshing
floor (5-15)

Ruth returns to Naomi (16-18)

4 Boaz acts as a repurchaser (1-12)
Obed born to Boaz and Ruth (13-17)
Genealogy of David (18-22)

CHAP.1
a Jg 2:16
b Mic 5:2
____________________

Second Col.
a Ge 19:36,37

De 2:9
Jg 3:30

ple of Israel have sworn: ‘Cursed
is the one who gives a wife to
Benjamin.’”a

19Then  they said: “Look!
There is a festival of Jehovah
from year to year in Shi′loh,b
which is north of Beth′el and
east of the highway that goes
up from Beth′el to She′chem
and south of Le·bo′nah.” 20 So
they commanded the men of
Benjamin: “Go and set an am-
bush in the vineyards. 21 And
when you see the young wom-
en of Shi′loh come out to join in
their circle dances, each of you
should come out from the vine-
yards and seize a wife from the
young women of Shi′loh, and you
should return to the land of Ben-
jamin. 22 And should their fa-
thers or their brothers come to
make a complaint against us, we

21:21 Lit., “the daughters.”

will then tell them, ‘Show us fa-
vor for their sakes, because we
could not provide each one a
wife by wara and you could not
give a wife to them without be-
coming guilty.’”b

23So  the men of Benjamin
did just that, and they each car-
ried off a wife from the wom-
en who were dancing. After that
they went back to their inheri-
tance and rebuilt their citiesc

and settled in them.
24And  the Israelites dis-

persed from there at that time,
each one to his tribe and his
family, and they departed from
there, each one to his inheri-
tance.

25 In those days there was no
king in Israel.d Each one was do-
ing what was right in his own
eyes.

21:25 Or “what he thought was right.”

CHAP.21
a Le 19:12

Jg 21:1

b Jos 18:1
____________________

Second Col.
a Jg 21:12,14

b Jg 21:1,18

c Jg 20:48

d Jg 17:6
1Sa 8:4,5



RUTH 1:3-21 392
name was Na·o′mi, and the
names of his two sons were
Mah′lon and Chil′i·on. They
were Eph′rath·ites from Beth′le-
hem in Judah. And they came to
the fields of Mo′ab and remained
there.

3After  some time E·lim′e-
lech, Na·o′mi’s husband, died,
and she was left with her two
sons.4The   men later mar-
ried Mo′ab·ite women; one was
named Or′pah, and the oth-
er was named Ruth.a They re-
mained there for about ten
years.5Then   the two sons,
Mah′lon and Chil′i·on, also died,
and the woman was left without
her two children and her hus-
band. 6 So she started out with
her daughters-in-law to return
from the fields of Mo′ab, for she
had heard in Mo′ab that Jehovah
had turned his attention to his
people by giving them food.

7 She left the place where she
had been living with both of her
daughters-in-law. As they were
walking on the road to return
to the land of Judah, 8 Na·o′mi
said to both of her daughters-
in-law: “Go, return, each of you
to your mother’s home. May Je-
hovah show loyal love to you,b
just as you have shown it to
the men who have died and to
me. 9 May Jehovah grant that
each of you finds security in the
home of your husband.”c Then
she kissed them, and they wept
loudly. 10 They kept saying to
her: “No, but we will go with you
to your people.” 11 But Na·o′-
mi said: “Return, my daughters.
Why should you go with me?
Can I still give birth to sons
who could become your hus-
bands?d 12Return,  my daugh-

1:2, 20 Meaning “My Pleasantness.”
1:2 Possibly from a Hebrew
word meaning “grow weak; fall sick.”
Meaning “One Failing; One Coming to
an End.” 1:6 Lit., “bread.” 1:9 Or
“make a gift.” Lit., “a resting-place.”

ters. Go, for I have grown too old
to marry. Even if I could hope to
find a husband tonight and could
also bear sons, 13would  you
keep waiting for them until they
could grow up? Would you re-
frain from getting remarried for
their sakes? No, my daughters,
I feel very bitter for you, be-
cause the hand of Jehovah has
turned against me.”a

14 Again they wept loudly, af-
ter which Or′pah kissed her
mother-in-law and departed. But
Ruth stuck with her. 15 So Na-
o′mi said: “Look! Your widowed
sister-in-law has returned to her
people and her gods. Return
with your sister-in-law.”

16But  Ruth said: “Do not
plead with me to abandon you,
to turn back from accompanying
you; for where you go I will go,
and where you spend the night,
I will spend the night. Your peo-
ple will be my people, and your
God my God.b 17Where  you
die I will die, and there I will
be buried. May Jehovah do so to
me and add to it if anything but
death should separate me from
you.”

18When  Na·o′mi saw that
Ruth insisted on going with her,
she stopped trying to convince
her. 19 And they both contin-
ued on their way until they
came to Beth′le·hem.c As soon
as they arrived in Beth′le·hem,
the whole city became stirred up
over them, and women were say-
ing: “Is this Na·o′mi?” 20She
would say to the women: “Do not
call me Na·o′mi. Call me Ma′ra,
for the Almighty has made life
very bitter for me.d 21I  was
full when I went, but Jehovah
made me return empty-handed.
Why should you call me Na·o′-
mi, when it is Jehovah who op-
posed me and the Almighty who
caused me calamity?”e

1:20 Meaning “Bitter.”

CHAP.1
a Mt 1:5

b Ex 34:6
Ru 2:20

c Ru 3:1

d De 25:5,6
____________________

Second Col.
a Ru 1:20

b Ru 2:11,12

c Ru 1:1,2

d Ru 1:13

e Ru 1:3,5



22This  is how Na·o′mi re-
turned from the fields of Mo′-
ab,a  along with her Mo′ab·ite
daughter-in-law Ruth. They came
to Beth′le·hem at the beginning
of the barley harvest.b

2 Now Na·o′mi had a relative
on her husband’s side who

was very wealthy; his name was
Bo′az,c and he was of the family
of E·lim′e·lech.

2Ruth  the Mo′ab·i·tess said
to Na·o′mi: “Let me go out,
please, to the fields and gleand

among the ears of grain behind
whoever looks on me with fa-
vor.” So Na·o′mi said to her: “Go,
my daughter.”3At   that she
went out and began to glean in
the field behind the harvesters.
By chance she came upon a plot
of land belonging to Bo′az,e who
was of the family of E·lim′e·lech.f
4 Just then Bo′az arrived from
Beth′le·hem and said to the har-
vesters: “Jehovah be with you.”
And they replied: “Jehovah bless
you.”

5 Bo′az then asked the young
man in charge of the harvesters:
“To whom does this young wom-
an belong?” 6 The young man
in charge of the harvesters an-
swered: “The young woman is a
Mo′ab·i·tessg who returned with
Na·o′mi from the fields of Mo′-
ab.h 7 She asked, ‘Please, may
I gleani  and gather among the
cut-off ears of grain left behind
by the harvesters?’ And she has
been on her feet since she came
this morning until just now,
when she sat in the shelter for a
short rest.”

8Then  Bo′az said to Ruth:
“Listen, my daughter. Do not go
away to glean in another field,
and do not go anywhere else;
stay close by my young wom-
en.j  9Keep  your eyes on the
field that they harvest, and go
with them. I have commanded

2:7, 15 Or possibly, “the sheaves.”

the young men not to touch you.
When you are thirsty, go to the
water jars and drink from what
the young men have drawn.”

10 At that she fell facedown
and bowed down to the ground
and said to him: “How have
I found favor in your eyes, and
why have you taken notice of
me, when I am a foreigner?”a

11 Bo′az answered her: “A full
report was made to me of all
you have done for your mother-
in-law after the death of your
husband and how you left your
father and your mother and the
land of your relatives to go to a
people whom you had not known
before.b12May   Jehovah re-
ward you for what you have
done,c  and may there be a per-
fect wage for you from Jehovah
the God of Israel, under whose
wings you have come to seek ref-
uge.”d 13 To this she said: “Let
me find favor in your eyes, my
lord, because you have comfort-
ed me and spoken reassuringly
to your servant, although I am
not even one of your servants.”

14 Bo′az said to her at meal-
time: “Come here, eat some of
the bread, and dip your piece
in the vinegar.” So she sat down
beside the harvesters. He then
handed her some roasted grain,
and she ate and was satis-
fied, and she had something
left over. 15 When she got up
to glean,e Bo′az commanded his
young men: “Let her glean
even among the cut-off ears of
grain, and do not mistreat her.f
16 You should also be sure to
pull out some ears of grain from
the bundles for her and leave
them behind for her to glean,
and do not say anything to stop
her.”

17 So she continued to glean
in the field until evening.g When

2:9 Or “disturb.” 2:12 Or “a full re-
ward.” 2:13 Lit., “spoken to the heart
of.”

CHAP.1
a Nu 21:13

Ru 1:1

b Ru 2:23
____________________

CHAP.2
c Ru 2:20

Ru 4:21,22
Mt 1:5
Lu 3:23,32

d Le 23:22
De 24:19

e Ru 2:20

f Ru 1:2

g Ru 1:3,4

h Ru 1:16,22

i Le 23:22
De 24:19

j Ru 2:22
____________________

Second Col.
a Ex 23:9

Le 19:34

b Ru 1:14,16

c Ru 4:11,17
Mt 1:5,16

d Ps 17:8
Ps 36:7
Ps 57:1
Ps 63:7

e Le 19:9
Ru 2:2

f Ru 2:9

g Ru 2:7

393 RUTH 1:22–2:17



she beat out what she had
gleaned, it came to about an
e′phah of barley. 18 Then she
took it and went into the city,
and her mother-in-law saw what
she had gleaned. Ruth also took
out and gave to her the food that
was left overa after she had eat-
en her fill.

19Her  mother-in-law then
said to her: “Where did you
glean today? Where did you
work? May the one who took
notice of you be blessed.”b So
she told her mother-in-law about
whom she had worked with,
saying: “The name of the man
I worked with today is Bo′-
az.” 20 At that Na·o′mi said to
her daughter-in-law: “May he be
blessed by Jehovah, who has not
failed in his loyal love toward
the living and the dead.”c Na·o′-
mi continued: “The man is relat-
ed to us.d He is one of our repur-
chasers.”e 21Then  Ruth the
Mo′ab·i·tess said: “He also told
me, ‘Stay close by my young peo-
ple until they have finished
my entire harvest.’”f 22 Na·o′mi
said to her daughter-in-law Ruth:
“It is better, my daughter, for
you to go out with his young
women than to be harassed in
another field.”

23So  she stayed close to
the young women of Bo′az and
gleaned until the barley harvestg
and the wheat harvest came to
an end. And she kept dwelling
with her mother-in-law.h

3 Na·o′mi, her mother-in-law,
now said to her: “My daugh-

ter, should I not look for a home
for you,i  so that it may go well
with you? 2Is  not Bo′az our
relative?j  He is the one whose
young women you were with. To-
night he is winnowing barley at

2:17 About 22 L (20 dry qt). See
App. B14. 2:20 Or “one of our rela-
tives with the right to repurchase (re-
deem).” 3:1 Lit., “resting-place.”

the threshing floor. 3 So wash
yourself and rub on some per-
fumed oil; then dress up and go
down to the threshing floor. Do
not make your presence known
to the man until he has finished
eating and drinking.4When 
he lies down, take note of the
place where he lies down; then
go and uncover his feet and lie
down. He will tell you what you
should do.”

5At  that she replied: “All
that you say to me I will do.”
6So  she went down to the
threshing floor and did all that
her mother-in-law had instruct-
ed her to do. 7 Meanwhile, Bo′-
az ate and drank and was feel-
ing good at heart. Then he went
to lie down at the end of the
grain heap. After that she quiet-
ly came and uncovered his feet
and lay down. 8At  midnight
the man began to shiver, and he
leaned forward and saw a wom-
an lying at his feet. 9 He said:
“Who are you?” She replied: “I
am Ruth, your servant. Spread
out your garment over your ser-
vant, for you are a repurchas-
er.”a 10At  that he said: “May
Jehovah bless you, my daughter.
You have shown your loyal love
more in this last instance than in
the first instance,b by not going
after the young men, whether
poor or rich. 11 And now, my
daughter, have no fear. I will do
for you everything that you say,c
for everyone in the city knows
that you are an excellent wom-
an. 12 While it is true that I am
a repurchaser,d there is a repur-
chaser more closely related than
I am.e13Stay   here tonight,
and if he will repurchase you in
the morning, fine! Let him repur-
chase you.f  But if he does not
want to repurchase you, I will
then repurchase you myself, as

3:3 Or “put on your outer garments.”
3:9 Or “the skirt of your garment.”
3:11 Lit., “all the gate of my people.”

CHAP.2
a Ru 2:14

b Ps 41:1

c Ex 34:6
Ru 1:8
Ps 36:7

d Ru 2:1

e Le 25:25
De 25:5,6
Ru 3:9,12

f Ru 2:8

g Ru 1:22

h Ru 1:16
____________________

CHAP.3
i Ru 1:9

j Ru 2:1,20
____________________

Second Col.
a Le 25:25

De 25:5,6
Ru 2:20

b Ru 1:14,16

c Ru 3:9

d Le 25:25
Ru 2:20

e Ru 4:1

f Ru 4:5
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�
TREASURES
FROM GOD’S WORD______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

“Pursue Loyal Love”: (10 min.)
Spiritual Gems: (10 min.)

Ru 1:20, 21—Why did Naomi say that
Jehovah had made her life bitter? (w05
3/1 27 ˚1)

What spiritual gems from this week’s
Bible reading would you like to share
regarding Jehovah, the field ministry,
or something else?

Bible Reading: (4 min.) Ru 1:1-17 (10)

�
APPLY YOURSELF
TO THE FIELD MINISTRY______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Initial Call: (3 min.) Use the sample conversa-
tion. Overcome a common objection. (12)

Return Visit: (4 min.) Begin with the sample
conversation. Introduce (but do not play)
the video Why Study the Bible? (9)

Talk: (5 min.) ia 43-44 ˚5-9—Theme: What
Makes a Family? (20)

�
LIVING
AS CHRISTIANS______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Song 54
“Be Assured of Jehovah’s Loyal Love”:

(15 min.) Discussion. Play the video 2019
Coordinators’ Committee Report (video
category OUR ACTIVITIES).

Congregation Bible Study: (30 min.)
rr chap. 19 ˚7-15

JANUARY 24 - 30 � RUTH 1 - 2

Song 108 and Prayer � Opening Comments (1 min.)

� Concluding Comments (3 min.) � Song 97 and Prayer

� Pursue Loyal Love
[Play the video Introduction to Ruth.]
Naomi urged Orpah and Ruth to return

to Moab (Ru 1:8-13; w16.02 14 ˚5)
Ruth refused to abandon Naomi and

Jehovah (Ru 1:16, 17; w16.02 14 ˚6)

Loyal love is motivated by commit-
ment, integrity, loyalty, and deep
attachment. Jehovah demonstrates
loyal love to his faithful servants. (Ps
63:3) We too should show loyal love
to others.—Pr 21:21.

6

https://www.jw.org/en/library/videos/#en/mediaitems/BibleBooks/pub-nwtsv_80_VIDEO


January 24-30 / Ruth 1-2 

Song 108 and Prayer 

Opening Comments (1 minute) 

Treasures From God’s Word 

“Pursue Loyal Love”: (10 minutes) 

[Play the video Introduction to Ruth.] 

Naomi urged Orpah and Ruth to return to Moab 

Ruth 1:8-13: Naomi said to both of her daughters-in-law: “Go, return, each of you to your mother’s 

home. May Jehovah show loyal love to you, just as you have shown it to the men who have died and 

to me. May Jehovah grant that each of you finds security in the home of your husband.” Then she 

kissed them, and they wept loudly. They kept saying to her: “No, but we will go with you to your 

people.” But Naomi said: “Return, my daughters. Why should you go with me? Can I still give birth to 

sons who could become your husbands? Return, my daughters. Go, for I have grown too old to marry. 

Even if I could hope to find a husband tonight and could also bear sons, would you keep waiting for 

them until they could grow up? Would you refrain from getting remarried for their sakes? No, my 

daughters, I feel very bitter for you, because the hand of Jehovah has turned against me.” 

w16.02 14 paragraph 5 

Ruth could easily have reasoned that she had a family there in Moab—a mother and other relatives 

who would take a young widow in and help provide for her. Moab was her homeland. Its culture was 

her culture, its language her language, its people her people. Naomi could promise her no such 

advantages in Bethlehem. In fact, she advised Ruth to stay in Moab. Naomi feared that she could 

provide neither a husband nor a home for her daughters-in-law. What would Ruth do? Note the 

contrast between her and Orpah, who “returned to her people and her gods.” (Ruth 1:9-15) Did Ruth 

want to return to the false gods of her people? No, she did not. 

 

 

 



Ruth refused to abandon Naomi and Jehovah 

Ruth1:16, 17: But Ruth said: “Do not plead with me to abandon you, to turn back from 

accompanying you; for where you go I will go, and where you spend the night, I will spend the night. 

Your people will be my people, and your God my God. Where you die I will die, and there I will be 

buried. May Jehovah do so to me and add to it if anything but death should separate me from you.” 

w16.02 14 paragraph 6 

It seems that Ruth had come to know about Jehovah God, perhaps from her late husband or from 

Naomi. Jehovah was not like the gods of Moab. Ruth knew that Jehovah deserved her love and 

worship. Knowledge, though, was not enough. Ruth had to make a decision. Would she choose 

Jehovah as her God? Ruth made a wise choice. “Your people will be my people,” she told Naomi, “and 

your God my God.” (Ruth 1:16) Ruth’s love for Naomi is heartwarming to think about, but far more 

important was her love for Jehovah. The landowner Boaz later praised Ruth for seeking refuge under 

Jehovah’s wings. (Read Ruth 2:12.) That may remind us of a baby bird taking refuge under the wings 

of a powerful, protective parent. (Psalm 36:7; 91:1-4) Jehovah became such a parent to Ruth. He 

rewarded her for her faith, and she never had any reason to regret her decision. 

Loyal love is motivated by commitment, integrity, loyalty, and deep attachment. Jehovah 

demonstrates loyal love to his faithful servants. (Psalm 63:3) We too should show loyal love to 

others.—Proverbs 21:21. 

[Image:] Collage: 1. A mother and her young daughter chat via video with a couple. 2. The couple 

bring a prepared meal and a basket of food to the mother and her daughter. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Spiritual Gems 

Ruth 1:20, 21—Why did Naomi say that Jehovah had made her life bitter? 

Ruth1:20, 21: She would say to the women: “Do not call me Naomi. Call me Mara, for the Almighty 

has made life very bitter for me. I was full when I went, but Jehovah made me return empty-handed. 

Why should you call me Naomi, when it is Jehovah who opposed me and the Almighty who caused 

me calamity?” 

w05 3/1 27 paragraph 1 

Ruth 1:13, 21—Did Jehovah make life bitter for Naomi and cause her calamity? No, and Naomi did not 

charge God with any wrongdoing. In view of all that had happened to her, however, she thought that 

Jehovah was against her. She felt bitter and disillusioned. Moreover, in those days the fruitage of the 

belly was considered a divine blessing and barrenness, a curse. Lacking grandchildren and with two 

sons dead, Naomi might have felt justified in thinking that Jehovah had humiliated her. 

What spiritual gems from this week’s Bible reading would you like to share regarding Jehovah, the 

field ministry, or something else? 

Bible Reading: (4 minutes) Ruth 1:1-17 (th study 10) 

 



An introduction to the book of Ruth 

The prophet Samuel is believed to be the writer of this book. The book of Ruth was 

completed about 1090 B.C.E. The events related cover a period early in the time of the 

Judges. The book takes its name from one of its principal characters, Ruth the 

Moabitess. The other main characters are Naomi and Boaz.  

In chapter 1, a famine moves a man named Elimelech to take his family from 

Bethlehem to the land of Moab. In Moab, Elimelech dies. His sons, Mahlon and 

Chilion, marry the Moabite women Ruth and Orpah. Some ten years later, both sons 

also die.  

Naomi, in deep despair, decides to return to Bethlehem. She urges her daughters-in-

law to go back to their families. Orpah returns “to her people.” Ruth, however, sticks 

loyally to Naomi. When the two widows arrive at Bethlehem, the barley harvest has just 

begun.  

In chapter 2, Ruth, by chance, gleans in a field belonging to Boaz, who is related to 

Naomi’s late husband. Recognizing Ruth’s fine qualities, Boaz tells her to continue 

gleaning in his fields. When Ruth later tells Naomi that she had gleaned in the fields of 

a man named Boaz, Naomi says: “The man is related to us. He is one of our 

repurchasers.”  

In chapter 3, Naomi instructs Ruth to ask Boaz to act as repurchaser. He and Ruth 

could then raise up offspring for Naomi in order to carry on the family line of Elimelech. 

Boaz is willing to perform this loving deed. But he tells Ruth that Naomi has a closer 

male relative who could repurchase her.  

In chapter 4, Boaz goes to the Bethlehem city gate where he meets with the other 

male relative, who is referred to as “So-and-so.” When the relative, in the presence of 

ten city elders, learns of his obligations, he declines to help. Boaz then publicly accepts 

the responsibilities of repurchaser. Boaz now marries Ruth, and they have a son, 

whom the “neighbor women” name Obed.  

Did you know? Boaz set a fine example of obedience to Jehovah. He did all in his 

power to help Naomi and Ruth by applying God’s law on repurchase, taking no 

shortcuts. The book concludes: “Obed became father to Jesse; and Jesse became 

father to David,” who became a king of Israel and an ancestor of the Messiah.  

As you read the book of Ruth, see how Jehovah turns tragedy into triumph, observe 

how he rewards those who love and obey him, and note how the book contributes to 

the history of David’s family line, which produced the King of God’s Kingdom. 

source: https://www.jw.org/en/library/videos/#en/mediaitems/BibleBooks/pub-nwtsv_80_VIDEO 
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(15 min.) Discussion. Play the video 2019
Coordinators’ Committee Report (video
category OUR ACTIVITIES).

Congregation Bible Study: (30 min.)
rr chap. 19 ˚7-15

JANUARY 24 - 30 � RUTH 1 - 2

Song 108 and Prayer � Opening Comments (1 min.)

� Concluding Comments (3 min.) � Song 97 and Prayer

� Pursue Loyal Love
[Play the video Introduction to Ruth.]
Naomi urged Orpah and Ruth to return

to Moab (Ru 1:8-13; w16.02 14 ˚5)
Ruth refused to abandon Naomi and

Jehovah (Ru 1:16, 17; w16.02 14 ˚6)

Loyal love is motivated by commit-
ment, integrity, loyalty, and deep
attachment. Jehovah demonstrates
loyal love to his faithful servants. (Ps
63:3) We too should show loyal love
to others.—Pr 21:21.
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FOR EVE R !

I N T R O D U C T O R Y B I B L E L E S S O N S

34567

Does God
Care About
You?

SAMPLE CONVERSATIONS

Initial Call�
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Question: How do we know that God cares
about us as individuals?
Scripture: Mt 10:29-31
Link: How does God help us to cope with
present problems?

) FIND THIS SCRIPTURE IN THE TEACHING TOOLBOX:

˙ wp18.3 4

Return Visit�
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Question: How does God help us to cope with
present problems?
Scripture: Jer 29:11
Link: How can the Bible guide us?

) FIND THIS SCRIPTURE IN THE TEACHING TOOLBOX:

˙ lffi 7

� You may adjust the question and link according to local circumstances.

Cover picture: Ruth and Boaz bring baby Obed to Naomi Vol. 7, No. 1

FEBRUARY 28 –MARCH 6

�
INCREASE YOUR JOY IN THE MINISTRY
Help Bible Students to Avoid Bad Associations

To gain Jehovah’s friendship, Bible stu-
dents must select good associates. (Ps
15:1, 4) Good associates will influence
them to do what is right.—Pr 13:20; lff
lesson 48.

When helping your Bible students to
avoid bad associations, be empathetic.
They may struggle to give up friends
in the world. Therefore, show genuine
personal interest in them between Bible
studies. This may involve a text message,
a phone call, or a short visit. As your stu-
dents progress, you can include them in
association with God’s people. Then they
will clearly see that they are gaining far
more than they are losing. (Mr 10:29, 30)
You too will find joy as you see Jehovah’s
family increase.

WATCH THE VIDEO DRAMATIZATION HELP YOUR BIBLE
STUDENTS TO AVOID BAD ASSOCIATIONS, AND THEN
ANSWER THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS:

˙ What are bad associations?—1Co 15:33

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

˙ How did Jade imagine what a Christian gathering
would be like?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

˙ How did Neeta help Jade to replace bad associations?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Would gleaning suffice? And who would take care of her when
she grew old? It would be understandable if such concerns
weighed on her mind. In today’s hard economic times, many
struggle with similar anxieties. As we learn how Ruth’s faith
helped her through such challenges, we will find much to im-
itate.

What Makes a Family?
5 By the time Ruth finished beating out the grain and col-

lecting it all together, she found that she had gleaned about an
ephah measure, or 20 dry quarts, of barley. Her load may have
weighed some 30 pounds! She hoisted it, perhaps bundling it in
a cloth and carrying it on her head, and then made her way to
Bethlehem in the gathering darkness.—Ruth 2:17.

6 Naomi was pleased to see her beloved daughter-in-law, and
perhaps she gasped in surprise as she saw Ruth’s heavy load of
barley. Ruth also brought some food left over from the meal that
Boaz had provided for the workers, and the two thus shared a
simple meal. Naomi asked: “Where did you glean today, and
where did you work? May the one who took notice of you be-
come blessed.” (Ruth 2:19) Naomi was attentive; she saw proof
in Ruth’s heavy load of provisions that someone had taken no-
tice of the young widow and had treated her kindly.

7 The two fell to conversing, and Ruth told Naomi about the
kindness of Boaz. Moved, Naomi replied: “Blessed be he of Jeho-
vah, who has not left off his loving-kindness toward the living
and the dead.” (Ruth 2:20) She saw the kindness of Boaz as com-
ing from Jehovah, who moves his servants to be generous and
promises to reward his people for the kindness they show.�
—Read Proverbs 19:17.

8 Naomi urged Ruth to accept Boaz’ offer to keep gleaning in
his fields and to stay near the young women of his own house-
hold so that she would escape harassment from the reapers.
Ruth took that advice. She also “kept on dwelling with her

� As Naomi noted, Jehovah’s kindness is not restricted to the living; it even extends
to the dead. Naomi had lost her husband and both sons. Ruth had lost her husband.
Surely all three men had meant a great deal to both women. Any kindness shown
to Naomi and Ruth was, in effect, kindness to the men who would have wanted those
dear women to be cared for.

5, 6. (a) How successful was Ruth’s first day of gleaning in the field of Boaz?
(b) How did Naomi react when she saw Ruth?
7, 8. (a) Naomi saw the kindness of Boaz as coming from whom, and why?
(b) How did Ruth further show her loyal love toward her mother-in-law?

“ A N E X C E L L E N T W O M A N ”

43



mother-in-law.” (Ruth 2:22, 23) In those words we see once more
her hallmark quality—loyal love. Ruth’s example may move us
to ask ourselves whether we honor the bonds of family, loyally
supporting our loved ones and offering them help as needed. Je-
hovah never fails to notice such loyal love.

9 Were Ruth and Naomi somehow less than a family? Some
assume that there must be someone to fill each role—husband,
wife, son, daughter, grandparent, and so forth—for a family to be
“real.” But the examples of Ruth and Naomi remind us that ser-
vants of Jehovah can open their hearts and make even the small-
est of families glow with warmth, kindness, and love. Do you ap-
preciate what family you have? Jesus reminded his followers that
the Christian congregation can provide family even for those
who have none.—Mark 10:29, 30.

“He Is One of Our Repurchasers”
10 From the barley harvest in April until the wheat harvest in

June, Ruth kept gleaning in the fields of Boaz. As the weeks
passed, Naomi no doubt thought more
about what she could do for her beloved
daughter-in-law. Back in Moab, Naomi
had been convinced that she could never
help Ruth find another husband. (Ruth 1:
11-13) Now, though, she was beginning
to think differently. She approached Ruth
and said: “My daughter, ought I not to
look for a resting-place for you?” (Ruth
3:1) It was customary in those days for
parents to find mates for their children,

and Ruth had become a true daughter to Naomi. She wanted to
find Ruth “a resting-place”—referring to the security and protec-
tion that a home and a husband might provide. But what could
Naomi do?

11 When Ruth first mentioned Boaz, Naomi said: “The man
is related to us. He is one of our repurchasers.” (Ruth 2:20) What
did that mean? God’s Law to Israel included loving provisions
for families who as a result of poverty or bereavement fell on

9. What can we learn from Ruth and Naomi about family?
10. In what way did Naomi want to help Ruth?
11, 12. (a) When Naomi called Boaz a “repurchaser,” to what loving pro-
vision of God’s Law was she referring? (b) How did Ruth respond to her
mother-in-law’s advice?

The examples of Ruth
and Naomi remind

us to appreciate what
family we have

I M I T AT E T HE I R FA I T H � R U T H
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54 “This Is the Way”
(Isaiah 30:20, 21)

There is a way of peace, The way you’ve
There is a way of love, No need to
There is a way of life, No need to

come to know. It is the way you learned, The way of
look a - round. God’s voice has shown the way He lets him -
look be - hind. Our God has prom - ised us: No bet - ter

long a - go, The way that Je - sus taught you When his
self be found. His love is full and good; His love is
way we’ll find, No high - er way to peace, No fin - er

voice you heard. This is the way of peace, Found in Je -
warm and true. This is the way of love; It touch - es
way to love. This is the way to life, Thanks to our
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“This Is the Way”

Chorus

(See also Ps. 32:8; 139:24; Prov. 6:23.)

ho - vah’s Word.
all we do.
God a - bove.

This is the way to life; This is the

way. Don’t look a - side; Not for a mo - ment

stray! God’s voice is call - ing: ‘This is the

way; Do not look back, for yes, this is the way.’



�
TREASURES
FROM GOD’S WORD______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

“Pursue Loyal Love”: (10 min.)
Spiritual Gems: (10 min.)

Ru 1:20, 21—Why did Naomi say that
Jehovah had made her life bitter? (w05
3/1 27 ˚1)

What spiritual gems from this week’s
Bible reading would you like to share
regarding Jehovah, the field ministry,
or something else?

Bible Reading: (4 min.) Ru 1:1-17 (10)

�
APPLY YOURSELF
TO THE FIELD MINISTRY______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Initial Call: (3 min.) Use the sample conversa-
tion. Overcome a common objection. (12)

Return Visit: (4 min.) Begin with the sample
conversation. Introduce (but do not play)
the video Why Study the Bible? (9)

Talk: (5 min.) ia 43-44 ˚5-9—Theme: What
Makes a Family? (20)

�
LIVING
AS CHRISTIANS______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Song 54
“Be Assured of Jehovah’s Loyal Love”:

(15 min.) Discussion. Play the video 2019
Coordinators’ Committee Report (video
category OUR ACTIVITIES).

Congregation Bible Study: (30 min.)
rr chap. 19 ˚7-15

JANUARY 24 - 30 � RUTH 1 - 2

Song 108 and Prayer � Opening Comments (1 min.)

� Concluding Comments (3 min.) � Song 97 and Prayer

� Pursue Loyal Love
[Play the video Introduction to Ruth.]
Naomi urged Orpah and Ruth to return

to Moab (Ru 1:8-13; w16.02 14 ˚5)
Ruth refused to abandon Naomi and

Jehovah (Ru 1:16, 17; w16.02 14 ˚6)

Loyal love is motivated by commit-
ment, integrity, loyalty, and deep
attachment. Jehovah demonstrates
loyal love to his faithful servants. (Ps
63:3) We too should show loyal love
to others.—Pr 21:21.

6

https://www.jw.org/en/library/videos/#en/mediaitems/Reports/pub-jwb_202002_12_VIDEO


JANUARY 24 - 30

� Be Assured of Jehovah’s Loyal Love

Jehovah views you as precious. (Isa
43:4) He has drawn you to him and
his organization. As a result of your
dedication and baptism, you belong to
Jehovah. He will take care of you as his
special property, even when times are
tough. He will show loyal love to you
through his organization.—Ps 25:10.

We can deepen our appreciation for
Jehovah’s loyal love by reviewing how
his organization has responded to
natural disasters in recent times.

WATCH THE VIDEO 2019 COORDINATORS’ COMMITTEE REPORT, AND THEN ANSWER THE
FOLLOWING QUESTIONS:

˙ How has the Coordinators’ Committee prepared branch offices
around the world to respond to disasters?

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

˙ How did Jehovah’s organization provide direction and disaster relief
in Indonesia and Nigeria?

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

˙ What have you appreciated about the organization’s response to
the COVID-19 pandemic?

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Medics: Image ˘ hugh sitton/Shutterstock 7



shore of the Dead Sea between two towns that evidently lay
a considerable distance apart. The angel stated: “Everything
will live wherever the stream goes.” Does that mean, though,
that the water from Jehovah’s house reached every part of the
Dead Sea? No. The angel explained that some marshy regions
remained beyond the reach of the life-giving waters. Those
places were “abandoned to salt.”[2] (Ezek. 47:8-11) So the pro-
phetic picture conveyed a reassuring promise that pure wor-
ship would revive the people, causing them to thrive. But a
warning note was also sounded: Not all would accept Jeho-
vah’s blessings; nor would all be healed.

7 Trees for food and healing. What of those trees along the
riverbanks? They add to the beauty of the picture, do they
not? They also add to its meaning. Ezekiel and his country-
men surely enjoyed thinking of the delicious fruit that such
trees would provide, a new crop every month! That appeal-
ing picture further reassured them that Jehovah would feed
them spiritually. And what else? Note that the leaves of those
trees “will serve . . . for healing.” (Ezek. 47:12) Jehovah knew
that, above all, the returning exiles would need spiritual heal-
ing, and he promised to provide just that. How he did so was
discussed in other restoration prophecies, as we have noted
in Chapter 9 of this publication.

8 However, as we also discussed in Chapter 9, the returning
exiles experienced only a limited fulfillment of such prophe-
cies. It was the people themselves who limited that fulfill-
ment. How could Jehovah bless them fully when backsliding,
disobedience, and neglect of pure worship so often prevailed
among them? Faithful ones were pained and disappointed by
the conduct of their fellow Jews. However, loyal worshippers
of Jehovah knew that his promises never fail; they always
come true. (Read Joshua 23:14.) Hence, one day Ezekiel’s
vision would have a greater fulfillment. But when?

The River Flows Today!
9 As we noted in Chapter 14 of this publication, Ezekiel’s

temple vision has a greater fulfillment during “the final part
of the days,” the time when pure worship is exalted as nev-
er before. (Isa. 2:2) In what sense is this part of Ezekiel’s vi-
sion being fulfilled right now?

10 A river of blessings. The water flowing from Jehovah’s
house reminds us of what blessings today? Really, we are

“EVERYTH ING WILL L IVE WHEREVER THE STREAM GOES” 205

[2] Some commentators view this as
a positive expression, noting that
harvesting salt for use as a preser-
vative has long been a profitable in-
dustry in the Dead Sea region. Note,
though, that the account pointedly
says that those marshy waters “will
not be healed.” They remain lifeless,
unhealed, because the life-giving
water from Jehovah’s house does
not reach them. So it seems that, in
this instance, the saltiness of those
marshes is meant in a negative
sense.—Ps. 107:33, 34; Jer. 17:6.

7. The presence of the vision-
ary trees along the riverbanks
gave the exiled Jews what re-
assurance?

8. What shows that Ezekiel’s
vision would have a greater
fulfillment?

9. When does Ezekiel’s temple
vision have a greater fulfill-
ment?

10, 11. (a) What blessings flow
to us like a river today?
(b) How has the flow of bless-
ings from Jehovah expanded
to meet growing needs during
the last days?

F O O T N O T E



reminded of all that contributes to our spiritual health and
nourishment. Foremost is the cleansing power of Christ’s
ransom sacrifice, which makes the forgiveness of our sins
possible. The pure truths of God’s Word are also likened to
life-giving, cleansing water. (Eph. 5:25-27) How have such
blessings flowed in our time?

11 In 1919 there were only a few thousand servants of Je-
hovah, and they were thrilled to receive the spiritual food
they needed. In the decades that followed, their ranks kept
swelling. Today, God’s people number well over eight million.
Has the flow of the pure waters of truth kept pace? Yes! We
have an almost overwhelming supply of spiritual truths. Lit-
erally billions of Bibles, books, magazines, brochures, and
tracts have flowed out to God’s people in the past century.
Like the visionary river that Ezekiel saw, the flow of pure
truths has expanded rapidly to meet the growing needs of
spiritually thirsty people worldwide. Bible-based publications
have long been available in printed form. And now, by means
of the website jw.org, such material is available electronical-
ly in over 900 languages! How do such waters of truth affect
righthearted people?

12 Life-giving water. Ezekiel was told: “Everything will live
wherever the stream goes.” Think of the way the message of
the truth has flowed to all those who have come into our re-
stored spiritual land. Bible truths have brought life and spir-
itual health to millions of receptive hearts. However, the vi-
sion also conveys a timely warning: Not all remain receptive
to such truth. Like the marshy and swampy places in the
Dead Sea in Ezekiel’s vision, there are hearts that become
unreceptive, refusing to accept and apply the truth.[3] May
that never be true of us!—Read Deuteronomy 10:16-18.

13 Trees for food and healing. Do the visionary trees along
the riverbanks convey encouraging lessons to us today? Cer-
tainly! Remember, those trees produced a new crop of deli-
cious fruit every month, and their leaves provided healing.
(Ezek. 47:12) They thus remind us that we serve the God who
generously feeds us and heals us in the most important way,
spiritually. Today’s world is sick and starving in a spiritual
sense. By contrast, think of what Jehovah provides. Have
you ever come to the end of an article in one of our jour-
nals, sung the concluding song at an assembly or a conven-
tion, or finished watching a video or broadcast program and
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[3] In a similar vein, consider
Jesus’ illustration of the dragnet.
Many fish are caught in the net,
but not all prove to be “fine.” The
unsuitable ones need to be thrown
away. Jesus thus warned that a siz-
able number of those who come into
Jehovah’s organization may, in time,
prove to be unfaithful.—Matt. 13:47-
50; 2 Tim. 2:20, 21.

12. (a) How have we seen the
message of the truth bring
spiritual life and health to
people? (b) What timely warn-
ing does the vision convey to
us today? (See also footnote.)

13. What lessons may we
today draw from those
visionary trees?

F O O T N O T E



felt blessed to have such spiritual food? We are truly well-
fed. (Isa. 65:13, 14) Does our spiritual food promote spiritu-
al health? The wholesome counsel we receive, based solidly
on God’s Word, helps us to fight off such spiritual enemies
as immorality, greed, and lack of faith. Jehovah has also put
in place an arrangement to help Christians overcome spiritu-
al sickness brought on by serious sin. (Read James 5:14.) We
are indeed blessed, just as suggested by Ezekiel’s vision of
the trees.

14 At the same time, we may take a lesson from those un-
healed marshy places. Never would we want to refuse to let
Jehovah’s blessings flow into our life. It would be tragic to
remain unhealed, like so many in this sick world. (Matt. 13:
15) Rather, we are delighted to benefit from the river of bless-
ings. When we eagerly drink in the pure waters of truth from
God’s Word, when we share such truths with others by means
of the preaching work, when we receive loving guidance, com-
fort, and help from elders who have been trained by the faith-
ful slave, we may think of Ezekiel’s visionary river. That riv-
er promotes life and healing wherever it goes!

15 What, though, about a future fulfillment of this vision-
ary river? As we will see, the river will flow in the greatest
possible sense in the Paradise to come.

What the Vision Will Mean in Paradise
16 Do you picture yourself in Paradise, surrounded by

friends and family, enjoying life to the full? Studying Eze-
kiel’s visionary river can help you to make that picture more
vivid. How so? Consider once more the three clear, loving
aspects of the vision.

17 A river of blessings. The symbolic river will, in a sense, be
far more expansive in Paradise, for its benefits will be not
only spiritual but also physical. During Jesus’ Thousand Year
Reign, God’s Kingdom will help faithful ones to benefit from
the ransom in a much greater way. Gradually, they will be
lifted to perfection! No more diseases, doctors, nurses, hos-
pitals, health insurance! That water of life will flow to the
millions of Armageddon survivors, “a great crowd” who will
emerge from “the great tribulation.” (Rev. 7:9, 14) However,
that initial flow of the river of blessings, impressive though
it will be, will be only a trickle compared to what will come
later. As in Ezekiel’s vision, the river will expand to meet
greater needs.
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14, 15. (a) What lesson should
we take from the unhealed
marshy places in Ezekiel’s
vision? (b) How does Ezekiel’s
visionary river benefit us
today?

16, 17. (a) In what way will
the water of life be even more
expansive in Paradise?
(b) How will we benefit from
that river of blessings in
Paradise?
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97 Life Depends on God’s Word
(Matthew 4:4)

Life de - pends on Je - ho - vah’s Word, All the
True ac - counts in God’s writ - ten Word Tell a -
Day by day as we read God’s Word, He gives

things he has said. We must live not on
bout those of old. Men and wom - en who
com - fort and hope. When the tri - als of

bread a - lone; Live by his Word in - stead.
walked in faith— They were loy - al and bold.
life a - rise, He gives wis - dom to cope.

E - ven now we have peace and joy,
We’re en - cour - aged each time we read
May we trea - sure with - in our heart
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Life Depends on God’s Word

Chorus

(See also Josh. 1:8; Rom. 15:4.)

Fu - ture bless - ings as - sured.
All they did and en - dured.
All we’ve read and we’ve heard.

Man must

live not on bread a - lone; Life de - pends on God’s

Word. There we find what we dai - ly

need; Life de - pends on God’s Word.
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Ruth clings to Naomi, her mother-in-law, while
Orpah returns to Moab. Ruth tells Naomi:
“Where you go I will go” (See study article 45,
paragraph 13)
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HOW YOUR DONATIONS ARE USED
Gilead School—Its Global Scope
An important school is held in New York,
but the students come from all over the
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are here?” The answer changed his life.
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119 We Must Have Faith
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Chorus

On man - y oc - ca - sions God spoke to men By
We glad - ly o - bey Christ Je - sus’ com - mand To
Our faith is an an - chor firm and se - cure; We

means of his proph - ets of old. To -
share King - dom truth far and wide. We
nev - er will shrink back in fear. Our

day he is say - ing, ‘Let all re - pent,’ By
bold - ly de - clare God’s mes - sage of hope; His
trust in Je - ho - vah helps us en - dure; We

God’s own Son we are told.
prom - ise we’ll nev - er hide.
know sal - va - tion is near.

Do we
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We Must Have Faith

(See also Rom. 10:10; Eph. 3:12; Heb. 11:6; 1 John 5:4.)

have strong faith? Is it real? We must

build such faith to sur - vive. Is our

faith proved true by our works? By means of

faith, we’ll be pre - served a - live.



DO YOU sometimes feel anxious when you think about
the events that lie ahead of us—the destruction of false
religion, the attack of Gog of Magog, and the war of Ar-
mageddon? Do you ever ask yourself, ‘When the time
comes, will I be able to pass through these fear-inspiring
events with my integrity intact?’ If such thoughts have
crossed yourmind, this discussion of Jesus’ words, as re-
corded in our theme text, should prove to be most help-
ful. Jesus told his disciples: “Do not let your hearts be
troubled. Exercise faith.” (John 14:1) Strong faith will
help us to face the future with confidence.

2 We can strengthen our faith to endure future trials by
considering how we deal with tests of faith now.Whenwe
give thought to the way we react when faced with current
tests, we can learn of areas where we need to strengthen
our faith. With each test we pass, our faith becomes
stronger. This will help us to endure future trials. In this
article, we will review four situations that Jesus’ disci-
ples faced that revealed the need for them to have more
faith. We will then consider how we might face similar
challenges today and how these can prepare us for the
future.

FAITH THAT GOD WILL PROVIDE MATERIALLY
3 It is natural for a family head to want to provide suf-

ficient food, clothing, and shelter for his wife and chil-

1. What question might we ask ourselves?
2. How can we strengthen our faith, and what will we consider in this
article?
3. As recorded at Matthew 6:30, 33, what point about faith did Jesus
make clear?

STUDY
ARTICLE 47

How Strong Will
Your Faith Be?
“Do not let your hearts be troubled. Exercise faith.”
—JOHN 14:1.

SONG 119
We Must Have Faith

PREVIEW

We look forward to the end
of this system of things.
However, at times we may
wonder whether our faith
will be strong enough to
carry us through that peri-
od. In this article, we will
consider experiences and
practical lessons that can
help us to strengthen our
faith.
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dren. This is not always easy to do in
these difficult times. In some cases, our
fellow believers have lost their job and,
despite diligent efforts, have been un-
able to find another one. Others have
had to turn down employment that is not
suitable for Christians. In all such cases,
we need strong faith that Jehovah will in
some way see to it that we have what
we need for our family. Jesus made this
clear to his disciples in the Sermon on
the Mount. (Read Matthew 6:30, 33.)
When we are absolutely convinced that
Jehovah will not abandon us, we will be
able to focus our attention where it be-
longs—on Kingdom interests. As we see
how Jehovah is helping us with our ma-
terial needs, he will become more real to
us and our faith will be strengthened.

4 Consider how a family in Venezuela
experienced Jehovah’s help when deal-
ing with anxieties about their material
needs. At one time, the Castro family
earned a modest living by working their
farm. Then, an armed gang took over
their property and forced the family to
abandon their land. The father, Miguel,
states: “We now largely depend on what
we can cultivate on a small piece of bor-
rowed land. I begin every day by asking
Jehovah to provide what we need for

4-5. What helped one family deal with anxieties
about their material needs?

that day.” Life is difficult for this family,
but with full faith in our loving Father’s
ability to care for their daily needs, the
Castro family regularly attend congrega-
tion meetings and share in the field min-
istry. They put Kingdom interests first in
their life, and Jehovah provides what
they need.

5 Throughout their hardship, Miguel
and his wife,Yurai, have focused on how
Jehovah has cared for them. At times,
Jehovah has used fellow believers to
provide modest material aid or to help
Miguel find suitable secular work. At
other times, Jehovah has made the basic
necessities available through the relief
efforts of the branch office. Jehovah has
never abandoned them. As a result, they
have seen their family’s faith grow. After
relating a specific instance in which Je-
hovah helped them, their oldest daugh-
ter, Yoselin, says: “It is touching to see
Jehovah’s hand so clearly. I think of him
as a friend whom I can depend on for
life.” She adds: “The tests we have been
through as a family have prepared us for
harder tests in the future.”

6 Are you facing economic hardship?
If so, this is a difficult time for you.
However, as challenging as your circum-
stances are, you can use this time to

6. How can you strengthen your faith when you
face economic hardship?

We may face economic
hardship, but our faith will
help us to stay focused on
Kingdom interests
(See paragraphs 3-6)
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build your faith. Prayerfully read Jesus’
words recorded at Matthew 6:25-34 and
meditate on them. Consider modern-
day experiences that prove that Jeho-
vah provides for those who stay busy in
theocratic activities. (1 Cor. 15:58) Do-
ing so will strengthen your confidence
that just as your heavenly Father has
helped others in similar circumstances,
he will help you. He knows what you
need, and he knowshow to provide it. As
you experience Jehovah’s help in your
life, your faith will grow stronger so that
you can endure greater trials in the fu-
ture.—Hab. 3:17, 18.

FAITH TO ENDURE “A GREAT STORM”
7 When Jesus and his disciples were

caught in a storm at sea, Jesus used the
event to help them see areas where they
needed greater faith. (ReadMatthew 8:
23-26.)As the storm raged on and water
swept over the boat, Jesus was sleeping
peacefully. When the terrified disciples
woke him and asked him to save them,
the Lord gently reproved them: “Why
are you so afraid, you with little faith?”
The fearful disciples should have real-
ized that Jehovah was perfectly capable
of protecting Jesus and those with him
from harm. Do you see how we can ap-

7. According to Matthew 8:23-26, how did “a great
storm” test the disciples’ faith?

ply the lesson? Strong faith can help us
to weather any “great storm,” be it liter-
al or figurative.

8 Consider how Anel, a single sister
from Puerto Rico, came through a dif-
ficult test with stronger faith. Her “great
storm” was a literal one. The test began
in 2017when Hurricane Maria destroyed
Anel’s home. As a result of the storm,
she lost her job. “During those difficult
days, I felt anxious,” admits Anel, “but
I learned to trust in Jehovah through
prayer and not let anxiety paralyze me.”

9 Anel mentions something else that
helped her deal with her trial—obedi-
ence. She says: “Following the direction
of the organization helped me to remain
calm. I saw Jehovah’s hand in the spiri-
tual encouragement I received as well
as in the material assistance provided
by the brotherhood.” She adds: “Jeho-
vah gave me much more than I could
even ask for, and my faith was greatly
strengthened.”

10 Are you facing “a great storm” in
your life? It might involve hardship be-
cause of a natural disaster.Or it maybe a
figurative storm, such as a severe health
problem that has left you feeling over-
whelmed and unsure of what to do. You

8-9. How was Anel’s faith tested, and what helped
her?
10. What can you do if you face “a great storm”?

Strong faith can
help us to weather
any great storm, literal
or figurative
(See paragraphs 7-11)



may be anxious at times, but do not let
your anxiety stop you from trusting in
Jehovah. Draw close to him in earnest
prayer. Strengthen your faith by medi-
tating on the times in the past when Je-
hovah helped you. (Ps. 77:11, 12) You
can be sure that he will never abandon
you—not now, not ever.

11 What else can help you to endure
trials? As Anel pointed out, obedience.
Learn to trust those whom Jehovah and
Jesus trust. At times, those appointed
to take the lead may give direction that
does not make sense to us. However, Je-
hovah blesses obedience. We know from
his Word and from the experiences of
faithful servants that obedience saves
lives. (Ex. 14:1-4; 2 Chron. 20:17) Med-
itate on such examples. Doing so will
strengthen your resolve to cooperate
with organizational arrangements now
and in the future. (Heb. 13:17) You will
thus have no reason to fear the greater
storm that is soon to come.—Prov. 3:25.

FAITH TO COPE WITH INJUSTICE
12 Jesus knew that injustice would

challenge the faith of his disciples. To
help them deal with it, he gave an illus-

11. Why should we be resolved to be obedient to
those taking the lead?
12. What connection does Luke 18:1-8 make be-
tween having faith and enduring injustice?

tration that is recorded in the book of
Luke. Jesus told the story of a widow
who kept crying out to an unrighteous
judge for justice. She was confident that
her persistence would pay off. Eventual-
ly, the judge responded to her pleas. The
application? Jehovah is not unjust. So
Jesus said: “Certainly, then, will not God
cause justice to be done for his chosen
ones who cry out to him day and night?”
(Read Luke 18:1-8.) Then Jesus added:
“When the Son of man arrives, will he
really find this faith on the earth?” When
we suffer injustice, we need to prove by
our patience and perseverance that we
have strong faith like that of the widow.
With such faith, we can be confident that
sooner or later Jehovah will act in our
behalf. We also need to believe in the
power of prayer. At times, our prayers
may bring unexpected results.

13 Consider the experience of a sister
named Vero, who lives in the Democrat-
ic Republic of the Congo. Vero, her un-
believing husband, and their 15-year-old
daughter had to flee their village when it
was attacked by a militia group. Along
the way, the family came to a roadblock
where the militia detained them and
threatened to execute them. When Vero
began to cry, her daughter tried to calm

13. How did prayer help one family who were un-
justly treated?

Our persistent prayers
will strengthen our faith
(See paragraph 12)
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her by praying out loud and by repeated-
ly using Jehovah’s name in her prayer.
When she finished, the commander of
the militia group asked, “Young girl,
who taught you to pray?” She replied,
“My mother did, using the pattern that
is found at Matthew 6:9-13.” The com-
mander said, “Young girl, go with your
parents in peace, and may Jehovah your
God protect you!”

14 Such experiences teach us never to
underestimate the value of prayer. But
what if your prayers are not answered
quickly or dramatically? Like the widow
in Jesus’ illustration, keep praying, con-
fident that our Godwill not abandon you
and that he will in time and in some
wayanswer your prayer. Continue to beg
Jehovah for his holy spirit. (Phil. 4:13)
Remember that soon Jehovah will bless
you so richly that you will forget any
past suffering. As you faithfully endure
trials with Jehovah’s help, you will be
strengthened for the days ahead.—1 Pet.
1:6, 7.

FAITH TO OVERCOME OBSTACLES
15 Jesus taught his disciples that faith

would help them overcome obstacles.

14. What may test our faith, and what will help us
to endure?
15. As recorded at Matthew 17:19, 20, what chal-
lenge did Jesus’ disciples face?

(Read Matthew 17:19, 20.) On one oc-
casion, they could not expel a demon,
even though they had successfully done
so at other times. What was the prob-
lem? Jesus explained that they need-
ed more faith. He told them that with
sufficient faith they would be able to
move mountainlike obstacles! Today, we
too may face challenges that seem in-
surmountable.

16 Note the example of Geydi, a sister
from Guatemala. Her husband, Edi, was
murdered as they were returning home
from a congregation meeting. How has
Geydi’s faith helped her to cope with
her great sorrow? She states: “Prayer
helps me throw my burden on Jehovah,
which makes me feel peace. I see Jeho-
vah’s care for me through my family and
my friends in the congregation. Staying
busy in Jehovah’s service eases my pain
and helps me to take one day at a time
without worrying too much about to-
morrow. After going through this experi-
ence, I have learned that no matter what
kind of test maycome in the future, I will
be able to face it with the help of Jeho-
vah, Jesus, and the organization.”

17 Are you mourning the death of a

16. How has faith helped Geydi deal with tragedy
and great sorrow?
17. What can we do when confronted by a moun-
tainlike obstacle?

We may feel great
sorrow, but faith will
help us to stay busy
serving Jehovah
(See paragraph 16)



loved one? Take time to strengthen your
faith in the resurrection hope by reading
Bible accounts of those who were raised
from the dead. Are you grieving because
a family member was disfellowshipped?
Study in order to convince yourself that
God’s way of administering discipline is
always best. Whatever problem is con-
fronting you, use it as an opportunity to
build your faith. Pour your heart out to
Jehovah. Do not isolate yourself, but in-
stead remain close to your brothers and
sisters. (Prov. 18:1) Share in activities
that will help you to endure, even if you
have to do so with tears. (Ps. 126:5, 6)
Keep up with your routine of meetings,
field service, and Bible reading. And stay
focused on the wonderful blessings that
Jehovah has in store for you. As you see
how Jehovah helps you, your faith in
him will grow ever stronger.

“GIVE US MORE FAITH”
18 If your trials, past or present, have

exposed a weakness in your faith, do not
be discouraged. See this as an opportu-
nity to strengthen your faith. Make the

18. If you detect a weakness in your faith, what
can you do?

same request as did Jesus’ apostles, who
said: “Give us more faith.” (Luke 17:5)
Also, reflect on the examples that we
have discussed in this article. Like Mi-
guel and Yurai, remember all the times
when Jehovah provided help. Like Ve-
ro’s daughter and Anel, pray fervently to
Jehovah, especially when facing a crisis.
And like Geydi, recognize that Jehovah
may provide the needed help by means
of family or friends. When you allow Je-
hovah to help you get through your pres-
ent trials, you will become more confi-
dent that he will help you endure any
trials you may face in the future.

19 Jesus pointed out areas where his
disciples lacked faith, but he never
doubted that with Jehovah’s help they
would pass future tests successfully.
(John 14:1; 16:33) He was confident that
strong faith would allow a great crowd
to survive the coming great tribulation.
(Rev. 7:9, 14) Will you be among them?
By Jehovah’s undeserved kindness, you
will be if you take advantage of every op-
portunity now to develop and strength-
en your faith!—Heb. 10:39.

19. What confidence did Jesus have, and of what
can you be certain?

HOW WOULD YOU ANSWER?

˛ How can you prepare for
future tests of faith?

˛ What four tests might we
face now, and how can they
help us?

˛ Why can you be confident
that you can remain
faithful?

SONG 118
“Give Us More Faith”
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118 “Give Us More Faith”
(Luke 17:5)

Chorus

Be - cause we are im - per - fect, O Je - ho - vah, The in - cli -
A - part from faith, no one can ful - ly please you. We must be -

na - tion of our heart is flawed. There is a
lieve our faith will be re - paid. And as a

sin that eas - i - ly en - snares us— A lack of
shield, our faith pro - vides a ref - uge. We face the

faith in you, the liv - ing God.
fu - ture firm and un - a - fraid. Give us more



°

¢

°

¢

°

¢

°

¢

&bbbbb
Dbma7 Ebm/C F7+5 Bbm9 Bbm Db/Ab Fm/Ab

?bbbbb

&bbbbb
Gbma7 G¨6 Abm/F Bb7¨9¨13 Ebm Gb/Db

?bbbbb

&bbbbb
Cm11b5 F7 Bbm9 B¨m9/Ab A¨/Gb G¨ G¨ma7 Gº

n

?bbbbb

&bbbbb
D¨/Ab

b
G¨/Ab Ab7 D¨

?bbbbb

œœœ ™™™ œj œœœ œ œœœn œœ œœ œœ œœ œ œœ œb

œ œ œ œœ œœ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

œœœ ™™
™ œj œœœb œ œœœ œ ˙̇̇

‰ œj œ œ

œ œ œ œ
œœ œœn œ œ œ œ ˙̇̇b

œ ™œ œn œj œœ œœ œœ œœ œœœb œœœ œœ
‰ œj œœ

œ œ

œœ œœ œœ œœ œ œ œ œ œ œœnn

œ̇œ œ œ œ œ ™œ œ œj ˙̇ ™™
‰

˙̇ ˙̇b
œ œ œ œ œ ‰

“Give Us More Faith”

(See also Gen. 8:21; Heb. 11:6; 12:1.)

faith, we beg of you, Je - ho - vah. Please help us

out ac - cord - ing to our need. Give us more

faith, ac - cord - ing to your mer - cy, That we may

hon - or you in word and deed.


