
Monday, August 2
Quite a number of those who prac-
ticed magical arts brought their
books together and burned them
up before everybody.—Acts 19:19.
These individuals were serious

about resisting wicked spirits. Their
books about magic cost a lot of
money. But instead of giving those
books away or selling them to oth-
ers, they destroyed them. They were
more concerned about pleasing Je-
hovah than about how much mon-
ey the books were worth. How can
we imitate the example of those
first-century Christians? It would be
wise to get rid of anything we may
have that is connected with the oc-
cult. This includes amulets, charms,
or other objects that people wear
or own to try to protect themselves
fromwicked spirits. (1 Cor. 10:21) Ex-
amine your entertainment carefully.
Ask yourself, ‘Does any of my enter-
tainment involve spiritism?’ Be de-
termined to make choices that will
help you stay far away from any-
thing Jehovah hates. We want to do
our best to “maintain a clear con-
science” before our God.—Acts 24:
16. w19.04 22-23 ˚10-12

Tuesday, August 3
Call the elders.

—Jas. 5:14.
The elders have a number of con-

cerns when they receive a report of
serious wrongdoing. They are pri-
marily concerned with maintaining
the sanctity of God’s name. (Lev. 22:
31, 32; Matt. 6:9) They are also
deeply concerned with the spiritu-
al welfare of their brothers and sis-
ters in the congregation and want
to help any who have been victims
of wrongdoing. In addition, if the
wrongdoer is a part of the congre-

gation, elders are concerned with
trying to restore him if that is possi-
ble. (Jas. 5:14, 15) A Christian who
gives in to wrong desire and com-
mits a serious sin is spiritually sick.
This means that he no longer has
a healthy relationship with Jeho-
vah. In a sense, the elders are spir-
itual physicians. They endeavor to
make “the sick one [in this instance,
the wrongdoer] well.” Their Scrip-
tural counsel can help him to re-
store his relationship with God, but
this is only possible if he is genuine-
ly repentant.—Acts 3:19; 2 Cor. 2:5-
10. w19.05 10 ˚10-11

Wednesday, August 4
God . . . energizes you, giving you
both the desire and the power to

act.—Phil. 2:13.
Jehovah can give us the desire to

act. Perhaps we learn of a particu-
lar need inside or outside our con-
gregation. In response,we might ask
ourselves, ‘How can I help to fill this
need?’ Or maybe we have been in-
vited to accept a challenging assign-
ment, but we wonder if we can do
it justice. Or after reading a portion
of God’sWord,we may wonder, ‘How
can I apply this Bible passage to help
others?’ When Jehovah sees that
we are willing to examine ourselves,
he can give us the desire to follow
through and act. Jehovah can also
give us the power to act. (Isa. 40:
29) He can enhance our natural abil-
ities with his holy spirit. (Ex. 35:30-
35) Through his organization, Jeho-
vah may teach us how to perform
certain tasks. If you are ever unsure
about how to carry out an assign-
ment, ask for help. Also, feel free
to ask our generous heavenly Father
for “power beyond what is normal.”
—2 Cor. 4:7; Luke 11:13. w19.10 21 ˚3-4



Thursday, August 5
Men will be lovers of themselves.

—2 Tim. 3:2.
The world has encouraged an in-

flated view of self. One reference
work says that during the 1970’s
“self-help books proliferated.” Some
books “urged readers to know and
accept themselves and to celebrate
who they were.” Consider, for ex-
ample, the statement made in one
such book: “Be in love with the most
beautiful, exciting, worthy person
ever—you.” The book advocates a
“religion of the self in which an indi-
vidual determines his own behavior
based upon his own conscience and
the laws of his culture that work for
him.” Does that idea sound famil-
iar to you? Satan encouraged Eve
to do something similar. He said
that she could “be like God, know-
ing good and bad.” (Gen. 3:5) To-
day, many think so highly of them-
selves that in their opinion no one
—not even God—can tell them what
is right and what is wrong. For ex-
ample, that attitude has become es-
pecially evident in the way people
view marriage. w19.05 23 ˚10-11

Friday, August 6
I am distressed and extremely
downcast; I walk around sad

all day long.—Ps. 38:6.
At times, King David was over-

whelmed by stress. Think of the
challenges he faced. He was
weighed down with guilt for the
many mistakes he had made. (Ps.
40:12) His beloved son Absalom re-
belled against him, leading to Absa-
lom’s death. (2 Sam. 15:13, 14; 18:33)
And one of David’s closest friends
betrayed him. (2 Sam. 16:23–17:2;
Ps. 55:12-14) Many of the psalms Da-

vid wrote convey his feelings of dis-
couragement as well as his unshak-
able trust in Jehovah. (Ps. 38:5-10;
94:17-19) Later a psalmist began to
envy the lifestyle of wicked people.
He may have been a descendant of
the Levite Asaph, and he served at
“the grand sanctuary of God.” This
psalmist suffered emotional stress,
causing him to become unhappy
and discontented. He even started
to doubt the blessings that come
from serving God.—Ps. 73:2-5, 7, 12-
14, 16, 17, 21. w19.06 17 ˚12-13

Saturday, August 7
We are not ignorant of [Satan’s]

designs.—2 Cor. 2:11.
Satan appeals to natural desires.

We have a natural desire to learn
skills that can help us provide for
ourselves and our families. (1 Tim.
5:8) Often, we can gain those skills
by attending school and being dili-
gent students. But we must be cau-
tious. The educational system in
many countries teaches students
not only practical skills but also hu-
man philosophy. Students are en-
couraged to question the existence
of God and to disregard the Bible.
They are told that the theory of evo-
lution is the only intelligent expla-
nation for the origin of life. (Rom. 1:
21-23) Such teachings are opposed
to “the wisdom of God.” (1 Cor. 1:19-
21; 3:18-20) Be determined never to
be taken captive “by means of the
philosophy and empty deception”
of Satan’s world. (Col. 2:8) Contin-
ually guard against Satan’s tactics.
(1 Cor. 3:18) Never allow him to blur
your view of Jehovah. Live by Jeho-
vah’s high moral standards. And do
not let Satan trick you into ignoring
Jehovah’s advice. w19.06 5 ˚13; 7 ˚17



Sunday, August 8
[Teach] them to observe all the
things I have commanded you.

—Matt. 28:20.
Whatever subject you choose to

discuss, think about the people who
will hear you. Imagine how they will
benefit from learning what the Bible
really teaches. When talking with
them, it is important that you lis-
ten to them and respect their view-
point. That way you will understand
them better, and they will be more
likely to listen to you. Before a per-
son decides to study the Bible, you
may need to invest time and ef-
fort in making return visits. Why?
Because people may not be avail-
able when we call on them again.
Also, you may need to return sever-
al times before the householder
feels comfortable enough with you
to accept a Bible study. Remember,
a plant is more likely to grow when
it is watered regularly. Similarly,
an interested person’s love for Je-
hovah and Christ is more likely to
grow when we regularly discuss
God’s Word with that person. w19.07
14 ˚1; 15-16 ˚7-8

Monday, August 9
Happy are you whenever men hate
you, and when they exclude you
and reproach you and denounce
your name as wicked for the sake

of the Son of man.—Luke 6:22.
What did Jesus mean? Jesus was

not saying that Christians would
enjoy being hated. Instead, he was
being realistic. We are no part of
the world. We live according to Je-
sus’ teachings and preach the mes-
sage that he preached. As a result,
the world hates us. (John 15:18-21)
We want to please Jehovah. If men

hate us because we love our Fa-
ther, that is their problem. We must
not make the mistake of measuring
our worth by how popular we are.
We do not know when a wave of
persecution or even an outright ban
will affect our worship of Jehovah.
However, we do know that we can
prepare now by strengthening our
relationship with Jehovah, by build-
ing up our courage, and by learn-
ing to cope with hatred from men.
The preparations that we make now
will help us stand firm in the future.
w19.07 6 ˚17-18; 7 ˚21

Tuesday, August 10
Whoever approaches God must
believe that he is.—Heb. 11:6.

When we conduct Bible studies
with people from nonreligious back-
grounds, we must continually build
up their belief in the existence of
God. And we need to help them to
build faith in the Bible. This might
require that we repeat some points
a number of times. During each
study session, we may need to dis-
cuss evidence that the Bible is God’s
Word by pointing to fulfilled proph-
ecies, scientific and historical ac-
curacy, or practical wisdom. We
help people to become disciples of
Christ by displaying love for them,
whether they are religious or not.
(1 Cor. 13:1) As we teach them, our
goal is to show that God loves us
and wants us to love him. Every
year thousands who previously had
little or no interest in religion get
baptized because they have grown
to love God. So be positive, and
take a loving interest in all sorts of
people. Listen to them. Try to un-
derstand them. By your example,
teach them to be disciples of Christ.
w19.07 24 ˚16-17



�
TREASURES
FROM GOD’S WORD������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������

“How the Law Demonstrated Jehovah’s Con-
cern for Animals”: (10 min.)

Spiritual Gems: (10 min.)
De 23:19, 20—Why could interest be
charged on a loan to a foreigner but not
on a loan to a fellow Israelite? (it-1 600)

What spiritual gems from this week’s
Bible reading would you like to share
regarding Jehovah, the field ministry,
or something else?

Bible Reading: (4 min.) De 23:1-14 (5)

�
APPLY YOURSELF
TO THE FIELD MINISTRY������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������

“Increase Your Joy in the Ministry—Reach
the Heart”: (9 min.) Discussion. Play the
video Experience the Joy of Disciple-
Making—Improve Your Skills—Reaching
the Heart.

Talk: (5 min.) g 4/15 13—Theme: Is It Wrong
to Kill Animals? (14)

�
LIVING
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Song 62
Local Needs: (15 min.)
Congregation Bible Study: (30 min.)
rr chap. 11 ˚18-26, box 11A

AUGUST 2- 8 � DEUTERONOMY 22 - 23

Song 1 and Prayer � Opening Comments (1 min.)

� Concluding Comments (3 min.) � Song 77 and Prayer8

� How the Law Demonstrated Jehovah’s Concern for Animals
An animal in distress was not to be
ignored (De 22:4; it-1 375-376)

A mother bird was not to be treated
cruelly (De 22:6, 7; it-1 621 ˚1)

Animals of different types were not to
be yoked together (De 22:10; w03
10/15 32 ˚1-2)

The way we treat animals is important
to Jehovah. We must not be cruel to
animals or kill them just for sport.
—Pr 12:10.
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1 Jehovah’s Attributes
(Revelation 4:11)

(See also Ps. 36:9; 145:6-13; Eccl. 3:14; Jas. 1:17.)

Je - ho - vah our God, ex - alt - ed in might,
Your heav - en - ly throne, on jus - tice it stands.
The great - est of all is your per - fect love.

Cre - a - tor of life and Pro - vid - er of light.
To us you make known all your righ - teous com - mands.
Be - yond all com - pare are your gifts from a - bove.

Cre - a - tion speaks of your pow - er so grand;
And as we turn to your Word, we can see
Your at - tri - butes and your glo - ri - ous name,

The heav - ens and earth for - ev - er stand.
Your wis - dom re - vealed so bril - liant - ly.
With joy and with zeal, we will pro - claim.



move the clothing of her captiv-
ity, and dwell in your house.
She will weep for her father
and her mother a whole month,a
and afterward you may have re-
lations with her; you will become
her husband and she will be-
come your wife. 14 But if you
are not pleased with her, you
should then let her gob wherever
she wishes. But you may not
sell her for money or treat her
harshly, since you have humiliat-
ed her.

15 “If a man has two wives
and he loves one more than
the other and both have borne
sons to him and the firstborn
son belongs to the unloved one,c
16 on the day that he gives his
inheritance to his sons, he will
not be allowed to treat the son of
the loved one as his firstborn at
the expense of the son of the un-
loved one, the firstborn. 17 He
should recognize as the first-
born the unloved one’s son by
giving him the double portion of
everything he has, for that one is
the beginning of his procreative
power. The right of the first-
born’s position belongs to him.d

18 “If a man has a son who is
stubborn and rebellious and he
does not obey his father or his
mother,e  and they have tried to
correct him but he refuses to lis-
ten to them,f 19 his father and
his mother should take hold of
him and bring him out to the el-
ders at the gate of his city
20 and say to the elders of his
city, ‘This son of ours is stub-
born and rebellious, and he re-
fuses to obey us. He is a glut-
tong and a drunkard.’h 21 Then
all the men of his city must stone
him to death. So you must re-
move what is bad from your
midst, and all Israel will hear
and become afraid.i

21:14 Or “according to her soul.”
21:15 Lit., “two wives, one loved and
one hated.”

22“If  a man commits a sin
deserving the sentence of death
and he has been put to deatha

and you have hung him on
a stake,b23his   dead body
should not remain all night on
the stake.c  Instead, you should
be sure to bury him on that
day, because the one hung up
is something accursed of God,d
and you should not defile your
land that Jehovah your God is
giving you as an inheritance.e

22 “If you see your brother’s
bull or his sheep going

astray, do not deliberately ignore
it.f You should without fail lead
it back to your brother. 2 But if
your brother does not live near
you or you do not know him, you
should bring the animal to your
house, and it will remain with
you until your brother search-
es for it. Then you should return
it to him.g 3 That is what you
should do with his donkey, with
his clothing, and with anything
that your brother has lost and
you have found. You must not ig-
nore it.

4 “If you see your brother’s
donkey or his bull fall down on
the road, you must not deliber-
ately ignore it. You should with-
out fail help him raise the ani-
mal up.h

5 “A woman must not put on
the clothing of a man, nor should
a man wear the clothing of a
woman. For anyone doing so is
detestable to Jehovah your God.

6“If  you happen upon a
bird’s nest along the road with
young ones or eggs, whether
in a tree or on the ground,
and the mother is sitting on the
young ones or the eggs, you
must not take the mother togeth-
er with her young.i  7 Be sure
to send the mother away, but you
may take the young for yourself.
Do this so that it may go well
with you and you may live long.

CHAP.21
a Nu 20:29

De 34:8

b De 24:1

c Ge 29:30,33

d Ge 25:31
2Ch 21:3

e Ex 20:12
De 27:16
Pr 1:8
Eph 6:1

f De 8:5
Pr 13:24
Pr 19:18
Pr 23:13
Heb 12:9

g Pr 28:7

h Ro 13:13
1Co 6:10
Eph 5:18

i De 13:10,11
____________________

Second Col.
a Nu 25:5

b Jos 10:26
Ac 10:39

c Jos 8:29
Joh 19:31

d Ga 3:13

e Nu 35:34
____________________

CHAP.22
f Ex 23:4

g Mt 7:12

h Ex 23:5
Le 19:18
Lu 10:27
Ga 6:10

i Le 22:28
Ps 145:9
Pr 12:10
Mt 10:29

303 DEUTERONOMY 21:14–22:7



8 “If you build a new house,
you must also make a para-
pet for your roof,a  so that you
may not bring bloodguilt on your
house because of someone fall-
ing from it.

9“You  must not sow your
vineyard with two sorts of seed.b
Otherwise, everything produced
from the seed you sow as well as
the product of the vineyard will
be forfeited to the sanctuary.

10 “You must not plow with a
bull and a donkey together.c

11 “You must not wear cloth-
ing made of wool and linen
mixed together.d

12 “You should make tassels
on the four corners of the cloth-
ing you wear.e

13 “If a man takes a wife and
has relations with her but then
comes to hate her 14 and he
accuses her of misconduct and
gives her a bad name by saying:
‘I have taken this woman, but
when I had relations with her,
I did not find evidence that
she was a virgin,’ 15the  fa-
ther and mother of the girl
should produce the evidence of
the girl’s virginity for the elders
at the gate of the city. 16 The
girl’s father must say to the el-
ders, ‘I gave my daughter to this
man as a wife, but he hates her
17 and is accusing her of mis-
conduct by saying: “I have found
out that your daughter does not
have evidence of virginity.” Now
this is the evidence of my daugh-
ter’s virginity.’ They will then
spread out the cloth before the
elders of the city. 18 The city
eldersf will take the man and dis-
cipline him.g 19 They will fine
him 100 silver shekels and give
them to the girl’s father, because
the man defamed a virgin of Is-
rael,h and she will continue to be

22:13 Or “then rejects her.” 22:16
Or “rejects.” 22:19 A shekel equaled
11.4 g (0.367 oz t). See App. B14.

his wife. He will not be allowed
to divorce her as long as he lives.

20 “If, though, the accusation
is true, and there is no evi-
dence that the girl was a virgin,
21 they should bring the girl out
to the entrance of her father’s
house, and the men of her city
should stone her to death, be-
cause she has committed a dis-
graceful acta in Israel by com-
mitting sexual immorality in the
house of her father.b  So you
must remove what is bad from
your midst.c

22“If  a man is found lying
down with a woman who is the
wife of another man, both of
them must die together, the man
who lay down with the woman as
well as the woman.d  So you must
remove what is bad out of Israel.

23 “If a virgin is engaged to a
man, and another man happens
to meet her in the city and lies
down with her, 24 you should
bring them both out to the gate
of that city and stone them to
death, the girl because she did
not scream in the city and the
man because he humiliated the
wife of his fellow man.e So you
must remove what is evil from
your midst.

25 “If, however, the man hap-
pened to meet the engaged girl
in the field and the man over-
powered her and lay down with
her, the man who lay down with
her is to die by himself, 26 and
you must do nothing to the girl.
The girl has not committed a
sin deserving of death. This case
is the same as when a man at-
tacks his fellow man and mur-
ders him.f 27 For he happened
to meet her in the field, and the
engaged girl screamed, but there
was no one to rescue her.

28 “If a man happens to meet
a virgin girl who is not en-

22:21 Or “prostitution.” 22:26 Or
“murders him, a soul.”

CHAP.22
a 2Sa 11:2

Ac 10:9

b Le 19:19

c Pr 12:10

d Le 19:19

e Nu 15:38
Mt 23:2,5

f Ex 18:21
De 1:13
De 16:18

g De 25:2
Pr 10:13
Pr 19:29

h Mal 2:16
____________________

Second Col.
a Heb 13:4

b Le 21:9

c Le 11:45
1Co 5:13

d Ge 20:3
Ex 20:14
Le 20:10
1Co 6:9,10
1Co 6:18

e Le 20:10
De 5:18
1Th 4:3,6
Heb 13:4

f Ge 4:8
Nu 35:20,21
Jas 2:11
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gaged and he seizes her and lies
down with her and they are dis-
covered,a 29 the man who lay
down with her must give the
girl’s father 50 silver shekels,
and she will become his wife.b
Because he humiliated her, he
will not be allowed to divorce
her as long as he lives.

30 “No man should take his
father’s wife, so that he may not
dishonor his father.c

23 “No man who has been
castrated by having his

testicles crushed or who has had
his male organ cut off may come
into the congregation of Jeho-
vah.d

2“No  illegitimate son may
come into the congregation of
Jehovah.e Even to the tenth gen-
eration, none of his descendants
may come into the congregation
of Jehovah.

3 “No Am′mon·ite or Mo′ab·ite
may come into the congregation
of Jehovah.f  Even to the tenth
generation, none of their descen-
dants may ever come into the
congregation of Jehovah, 4 be-
cause they did not come to your
aid with food and water when
you were on the way going out of
Egypt,g and because they hired
against you Ba′laam the son of
Be′or from Pe′thor of Mes·o·po-
ta′mi·a to curse you.h 5But
Jehovah your God refused to
listen to Ba′laam.i  Rather, Jeho-
vah your God changed the curse
into a blessing for you,j  be-
cause Jehovah your God loved
you.k 6 You should never seek
their welfare or their prosperity
all your days.l

7“You  must not hate an
E′dom·ite, for he is your
brother.m

“You must not hate an Egyp-
tian, for you became a foreign

22:30 Lit., “uncover the skirt of his fa-
ther.” 23:4 Or “call down evil upon.”

resident in his country.a 8 The
third generation of children
born to them may enter the con-
gregation of Jehovah.

9“When  you are encamped
against your enemies, you
should avoid anything bad.b
10If  a man becomes unclean
because of a nocturnal emis-
sion,c he should go outside
the camp and not reenter the
camp. 11When  evening falls,
he should wash with water, and
then he may return to the camp
at sunset.d 12 A private place
should be designated for use
outside the camp, and there is
where you should go. 13 A peg
should be part of your equip-
ment. When you squat outside,
you should dig a hole with it
and then cover your excrement.
14For  Jehovah your God is
walking about within your campe

to deliver you and to hand over
your enemies to you, and your
camp must be holy,f  so that he
does not see anything indecent
in you and turn away from ac-
companying you.

15 “You should not hand over
a slave to his master when he
escapes from his master and
comes to you. 16 He may dwell
among you in whatever place he
chooses in one of your cities,
wherever he likes. You must not
mistreat him.g

17“None  of the daughters
of Israel may become a tem-
ple prostitute,h neither may
anyone of the sons of Isra-
el become a temple prostitute.i
18 You must not bring the price
paid to a female prostitute or the
price paid to a male prostitute
into the house of Jehovah your
God to fulfill a vow, for both of
them are something detestable
to Jehovah your God.

23:9 Or “defiling.” 23:12 That is, a
latrine. 23:18 Or “the earnings of.”
Lit., “a dog.”

CHAP.22
a Ge 34:2,5

b Ge 34:11,12
Ex 22:16

c Le 18:8
Le 20:11
De 27:20
1Co 5:1

____________________

CHAP.23
d Le 21:18,20

Isa 56:4,5

e Ex 20:14
Le 20:10

f Ne 13:1,2

g Jg 11:18

h Nu 22:6
Jos 24:9

i Nu 22:35

j Nu 23:11,25
Nu 24:10

k De 7:7,8

l 2Sa 8:2
2Sa 12:31

m Ge 25:25,26
Ge 36:1
Nu 20:14

____________________

Second Col.
a Ge 46:6

Le 19:34
Ps 105:23

b 1Sa 21:5
2Sa 11:11

c Le 15:16

d Le 15:31

e Le 26:12

f 1Pe 1:16

g Ex 22:21

h Le 19:29
Le 21:9

i 1Ki 14:24
2Ki 23:7
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19 “You must not make your
brother pay interest,a whether
interest on money, on food, or on
anything on which interest may
be charged. 20 You may make
a foreigner pay interest,b but
you must not make your broth-
er pay interest,c  so that Jehovah
your God may bless you in every
undertaking of yours in the land
you are going to take posses-
sion of.d

21 “If you make a vow to Je-
hovah your God,e do not be
slow about paying it.f  For Jeho-
vah your God will surely require
it of you; otherwise, it will be a
sin on your part.g 22But  if
you refrain from making a vow,
you will not be guilty of sin.h
23The  word of your lips you
should keep,i  and you must carry
out what your own mouth vowed
as a voluntary offering to Jeho-
vah your God.j

24 “If you enter your neigh-
bor’s vineyard, you may eat
enough grapes to satisfy your
appetite, but you should not put
any in your container.k

25 “If you go into your neigh-
bor’s field of standing grain, you
may pluck the ripe ears with
your hand, but you should not
put a sickle to your neighbor’s
grain.l

24 “If a man marries a wom-
an but she does not please

him because he found something
indecent about her, he must
write out a certificate of divorce
for her,m hand it to her, and dis-
miss her from his house.n 2 Af-
ter she leaves his house, she may
go and become another man’s
wife.o3If   the second man
hates her and writes out a cer-
tificate of divorce for her, hands
it to her, and dismisses her
from his house or if the second
man who married her should die,
4her  first husband who dis-

23:24 Or “soul.” 24:3 Lit., “rejects.”

missed her will not be allowed to
take her back again as his wife
after she has been defiled, for
that is something detestable to
Jehovah. You must not bring sin
into the land that Jehovah your
God is giving you as an inheri-
tance.

5 “When a man is newly mar-
ried, he should not serve in the
army or be given any other du-
ties. He should remain exempt
for one year and stay at home
and bring joy to his wife.a

6 “No one should seize a hand
mill or its upper millstone as
security for a loan,b for that
would be taking someone’s live-
lihood as security.

7“If  someone is found to
have kidnapped one of his Is-
raelite brothers and he has mis-
treated him and sold him,c the
kidnapper must die.d You should
remove what is bad from your
midst.e

8“When  there is an out-
break of leprosy, be very care-
ful to do according to all that
the Levitical priests will instruct
you.f  Be careful to do exactly as
I commanded them. 9 Remem-
ber what Jehovah your God did
to Mir′i·am on the way when you
were coming out of Egypt.g

10 “If you make any sort of
loan to your neighbor,h you must
not enter into his house to seize
from him what he has offered as
security. 11You  should stand
outside, and the man who re-
ceived the loan should bring out-
side to you what he is giving
as security. 12 And if the man
is in need, you must not go to
bed with what he gave as secu-

24:6 Or “as a pledge.” Or “taking a
life; taking a soul.” 24:7 Or “a soul.”
24:8 The Hebrew word rendered “lep-
rosy” is broad in meaning and can in-
clude various contagious skin diseases.
It may also include certain infections
found on clothing and in houses.

CHAP.23
a Ex 22:25

Le 25:36,37
Ne 5:10
Ps 15:5

b De 15:6

c Pr 28:8

d De 15:4
De 15:7,10
Pr 19:17
Lu 6:34,35

e Jg 11:30,31
1Sa 1:11

f Jon 2:9

g Ec 5:4,6

h Ec 5:5

i Nu 30:2
Ps 15:4
Pr 20:25

j Jg 11:35
1Sa 14:24
Mt 5:33

k Mt 6:11
Ro 13:10

l Mt 12:1
Lu 6:1

____________________

CHAP.24
m Mt 5:31,32

Mr 10:4,11

n Mal 2:16
Mt 1:19
Mt 19:3-8

o Le 21:7
____________________

Second Col.
a De 20:7

Pr 5:18
Ec 9:9

b Ex 22:26,27

c Ge 37:28
Ge 40:15

d Ex 21:16

e De 19:18,19
De 21:20,21

f Le 13:2,15
Mr 1:44
Lu 17:14

g Nu 12:10,15

h De 15:7,8
Pr 3:27
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�
TREASURES
FROM GOD’S WORD������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������

“How the Law Demonstrated Jehovah’s Con-
cern for Animals”: (10 min.)

Spiritual Gems: (10 min.)
De 23:19, 20—Why could interest be
charged on a loan to a foreigner but not
on a loan to a fellow Israelite? (it-1 600)

What spiritual gems from this week’s
Bible reading would you like to share
regarding Jehovah, the field ministry,
or something else?

Bible Reading: (4 min.) De 23:1-14 (5)

�
APPLY YOURSELF
TO THE FIELD MINISTRY������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������

“Increase Your Joy in the Ministry—Reach
the Heart”: (9 min.) Discussion. Play the
video Experience the Joy of Disciple-
Making—Improve Your Skills—Reaching
the Heart.

Talk: (5 min.) g 4/15 13—Theme: Is It Wrong
to Kill Animals? (14)

�
LIVING
AS CHRISTIANS������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������

Song 62
Local Needs: (15 min.)
Congregation Bible Study: (30 min.)
rr chap. 11 ˚18-26, box 11A

AUGUST 2- 8 � DEUTERONOMY 22 - 23

Song 1 and Prayer � Opening Comments (1 min.)

� Concluding Comments (3 min.) � Song 77 and Prayer8

� How the Law Demonstrated Jehovah’s Concern for Animals
An animal in distress was not to be
ignored (De 22:4; it-1 375-376)

A mother bird was not to be treated
cruelly (De 22:6, 7; it-1 621 ˚1)

Animals of different types were not to
be yoked together (De 22:10; w03
10/15 32 ˚1-2)

The way we treat animals is important
to Jehovah. We must not be cruel to
animals or kill them just for sport.
—Pr 12:10.



August 2-8 / Deuteronomy 22-23 

Song 1 and Prayer 

Opening Comments (1 minute) 

Treasures From God’s Word 

“How the Law Demonstrated Jehovah’s Concern for Animals”: (10 minutes) 

An animal in distress was not to be ignored 

Deuteronomy 22:4: “If you see your brother’s donkey or his bull fall down on the road, you must not 

deliberately ignore it. You should without fail help him raise the animal up. 

it-1 375-376 

Animals were often used to carry loads in ancient times, and the Israelites were told that upon seeing 

the ass of someone hating them lying down under its load, instead of leaving it, one was “without fail 

to get it loose.” (Exodus 23:5) The amount of material an animal can carry is called a load, such as “the 

load of a pair of mules.”—2 Kings 5:17. 

  

A mother bird was not to be treated cruelly 

Deuteronomy 22:6, 7: “If you happen upon a bird’s nest along the road with young ones or eggs, 

whether in a tree or on the ground, and the mother is sitting on the young ones or the eggs, you 

must not take the mother together with her young. Be sure to send the mother away, but you may 

take the young for yourself. Do this so that it may go well with you and you may live long. 

it-1 621 paragraph 1 

Animals were also given loving consideration in the book of Deuteronomy. The Israelites were 

prohibited from taking a bird sitting on a nest, for it was the protective instinct for her offspring that 

made her vulnerable. She was allowed to escape, but the young could be claimed by the Israelites for 

themselves. The mother was thus free to raise more young. (Deuteronomy 22:6, 7) The farmer was not 

permitted to hitch an ass with a bull, to prevent hardship on the weaker animal. (22:10) The bull was 

not to be muzzled while threshing the grain so that he would not be tormented with hunger while 

grain was so close at hand and he was exerting his energy in work to thresh it.—25:4. 



Animals of different types were not to be yoked together 

Deuteronomy 22:10: “You must not plow with a bull and a donkey together. 

w03 10/15 32 paragraphs 1-2 

As you can see here, the camel and the bull that are plowing together look very uncomfortable. The 

yoke linking them together—intended for two animals of similar size and strength—makes both 

beasts suffer. Concerned about the welfare of such draft animals, God told the Israelites: “You must 

not plow with a bull and an ass together.” (Deuteronomy 22:10) The same principle would apply to a 

bull and a camel. 

Normally, a farmer would not impose such a hardship on his animals. But if he did not have two bulls, 

he might yoke together two animals he had available. Apparently, this is what the 19th-century farmer 

in the illustration decided to do. Because of the difference in their size and weight, the weaker animal 

would have to struggle to keep up the pace, and the stronger would have a greater burden to bear. 

[Image:] A bull and a donkey yoked together. The yoke is tilted because of the animals’ differing 

heights. 

The way we treat animals is important to Jehovah. We must not be cruel to animals or kill them just 

for sport.—Proverbs 12:10. 

Spiritual Gems 

Deuteronomy 23:19, 20—Why could interest be charged on a loan to a foreigner but not on a 

loan to a fellow Israelite? 

Deuteronomy 23:19, 20: “You must not make your brother pay interest, whether interest on money, 

on food, or on anything on which interest may be charged. You may make a foreigner pay interest, 

but you must not make your brother pay interest, so that Jehovah your God may bless you in every 

undertaking of yours in the land you are going to take possession of. 

it-1 600 

A debt refers to that which is owed, an obligation to pay or render something. In ancient Israel, debts 

were incurred primarily because of financial reverses. For an Israelite to become a debtor was a 

misfortune; the borrower, in effect, became the lender’s servant. (Proverbs 22:7) God’s people were 

therefore commanded to be generous and unselfish in lending to needy fellow Israelites, not seeking 



to profit from their adversity by charging them interest. (Exodus 22:25; Deuteronomy 15:7, 8; Psalm 

37:26; 112:5) But foreigners could be required to pay interest. (Deuteronomy 23:20) Jewish 

commentators understand this provision to apply to business loans, not to cases of need. Ordinarily 

foreigners were in Israel only temporarily, often as merchants, and could reasonably be expected to 

pay interest, especially since they would also be lending to others on interest. 

What spiritual gems from this week’s Bible reading would you like to share regarding Jehovah, the 

field ministry, or something else? 

Bible Reading: (4 minutes) Deuteronomy 23:1-14 (th study 5) 
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TREASURES
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“How the Law Demonstrated Jehovah’s Con-
cern for Animals”: (10 min.)

Spiritual Gems: (10 min.)
De 23:19, 20—Why could interest be
charged on a loan to a foreigner but not
on a loan to a fellow Israelite? (it-1 600)

What spiritual gems from this week’s
Bible reading would you like to share
regarding Jehovah, the field ministry,
or something else?

Bible Reading: (4 min.) De 23:1-14 (5)

�
APPLY YOURSELF
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“Increase Your Joy in the Ministry—Reach
the Heart”: (9 min.) Discussion. Play the
video Experience the Joy of Disciple-
Making—Improve Your Skills—Reaching
the Heart.

Talk: (5 min.) g 4/15 13—Theme: Is It Wrong
to Kill Animals? (14)
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LIVING
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Song 62
Local Needs: (15 min.)
Congregation Bible Study: (30 min.)
rr chap. 11 ˚18-26, box 11A

AUGUST 2- 8 � DEUTERONOMY 22 - 23

Song 1 and Prayer � Opening Comments (1 min.)

� Concluding Comments (3 min.) � Song 77 and Prayer8

� How the Law Demonstrated Jehovah’s Concern for Animals
An animal in distress was not to be
ignored (De 22:4; it-1 375-376)

A mother bird was not to be treated
cruelly (De 22:6, 7; it-1 621 ˚1)

Animals of different types were not to
be yoked together (De 22:10; w03
10/15 32 ˚1-2)

The way we treat animals is important
to Jehovah. We must not be cruel to
animals or kill them just for sport.
—Pr 12:10.

https://www.jw.org/en/library/videos/#en/mediaitems/VODMinistryImproveSkills/pub-mwbv_202107_4_VIDEO


Obedience to God comes from the heart. (Pr 3:1)
Therefore, when teaching, we must strive to reach
the heart of our listeners. How?

Do not just teach your student Bible truths, but
help him to link them to his life and relationship
with Jehovah. Help him to appreciate how Bible
standards reflect God’s love, goodness, and

righteousness. Tactfully draw him out with ques-
tions to help him examine how he feels about
what he is learning. Assist him to reason on the
personal benefits of correcting a wrong viewpoint
or practice. When you see your student’s heartfelt
love for Jehovah, your joy will be increased.

AUGUST 2 - 8

�
INCREASE YOUR JOY IN THE MINISTRY
Reach the Heart

WATCH THE VIDEO DRAMATIZATION EXPERIENCE THE JOY OF DISCIPLE-MAKING—IMPROVE YOUR SKILLS—
REACHING THE HEART, AND THEN ANSWER THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS:

˙ Why did Neeta ask Jade: “Did you think any more about
what we talked about on Monday?”
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˙ How did Neeta help Jade to link Bible standards with
Jehovah’s love for her?
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˙ How did Neeta help Jade to reason on how she can
express her love for God?
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If we reach our student’s heart, he or she will be motivated to make progress
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62 The New Song
(Psalm 98)

Sing to God a song, A song of
Make a joy - ful shout, A joy - ful
Let the might - y sea And all that

praise that’s bold and new. Tell of all the
cry to God, our King! Laud his name, give
fills it give him praise. Join with earth’s cre -

great things He’s done and yet will do.
hon - or; A joy - ful an - them sing.
a - tion, And joy - ful voic - es raise.

Praise his might - y arm; He is the
Join the might - y crowd, And sing a -
Let the land re - joice, And let the
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The New Song

Chorus

(See also Ps. 96:1; 149:1; Isa. 42:10.)

God of vic - to - ry. In the cause of
loud be - fore the Lord. Harp and horn and
riv - ers clap their hands. Moun - tains, hills, and

jus - tice, He judg - es righ - teous - ly.
trum - pet Sound praise in full ac - cord.
val - leys Sing praise in all the lands.

Sing, sing, sing! The new song, let it ring!

Sing, sing, sing! Je - ho - vah is our King.
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TREASURES
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“How the Law Demonstrated Jehovah’s Con-
cern for Animals”: (10 min.)

Spiritual Gems: (10 min.)
De 23:19, 20—Why could interest be
charged on a loan to a foreigner but not
on a loan to a fellow Israelite? (it-1 600)

What spiritual gems from this week’s
Bible reading would you like to share
regarding Jehovah, the field ministry,
or something else?

Bible Reading: (4 min.) De 23:1-14 (5)

�
APPLY YOURSELF
TO THE FIELD MINISTRY������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������

“Increase Your Joy in the Ministry—Reach
the Heart”: (9 min.) Discussion. Play the
video Experience the Joy of Disciple-
Making—Improve Your Skills—Reaching
the Heart.

Talk: (5 min.) g 4/15 13—Theme: Is It Wrong
to Kill Animals? (14)

�
LIVING
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Song 62
Local Needs: (15 min.)
Congregation Bible Study: (30 min.)
rr chap. 11 ˚18-26, box 11A

AUGUST 2- 8 � DEUTERONOMY 22 - 23

Song 1 and Prayer � Opening Comments (1 min.)

� Concluding Comments (3 min.) � Song 77 and Prayer8

� How the Law Demonstrated Jehovah’s Concern for Animals
An animal in distress was not to be
ignored (De 22:4; it-1 375-376)

A mother bird was not to be treated
cruelly (De 22:6, 7; it-1 621 ˚1)

Animals of different types were not to
be yoked together (De 22:10; w03
10/15 32 ˚1-2)

The way we treat animals is important
to Jehovah. We must not be cruel to
animals or kill them just for sport.
—Pr 12:10.



wicked, but rather that someone wicked changes his way and
keeps living.” (Ezek. 33:11) That was how Jehovah felt back
then, and it is how Jehovah feels today.—Mal. 3:6.

10 What can we learn from the just and loving way that Je-
hovah dealt with the Israelites? One lesson is that we must
view the people to whom we preach, not as part of a face-
less crowd, but as unique individuals. What a mistake it would
be to prejudge a person as unworthy of hearing the message
we bear because of his past conduct or because of his ethnic,
tribal, economic, or language background! Jehovah taught
the apostle Peter a lesson that resonates today: “God is not
partial, but in every nation the man who fears him and does
what is right is acceptable to him.”—Acts 10:34, 35.

11 Another key lesson is that we need to keep a close eye on
ourselves; past righteous works do not excuse current wrong-
doing. We do well to remember that we have the same sin-
ful tendencies as do those to whom we preach. The counsel
that the apostle Paul gave to the Corinthian congregation ap-
plies equally to us: “Let the one who thinks he is standing
beware that he does not fall. No temptation has come upon
you except what is common to men.” (1 Cor. 10:12, 13) Nev-
er would we want to be one who “trusts in his own righteous-
ness,” thinking that we can do wrong with impunity because
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10, 11. What lessons can we
learn from Jehovah’s dealings
with his people?

˙ ˙ ˙

11A SOME EXEMPLARY
WATCHMEN
These watchmen faced opposition, remained loyal,
and announced both warnings and good news.

Isaiah 778–c. 732 B.C.E.

Jeremiah 647-580 B.C.E.

Ezekiel 613–c. 591 B.C.E.

John the Baptist 29-32 C.E.

Jesus 29-33 C.E.

Paul c. 34–c. 65 C.E.

C. T. Russell and His
Associates c. 1879-1919

The Faithful Slave
1919–Today

ANC IENT ISRAEL F IRST CENTURY MODERN TIMES



the children and grandchildren of those who paid attention
to Ezekiel. As the other chapters in Section 3 of this publi-
cation highlight, Ezekiel had much good news to share, con-
firming that pure worship would be restored in Jerusalem.

17 Were these prophets who spoke to God’s people in the pe-
riod surrounding the destruction of Jerusalem in 607 B.C.E.
the only ones whom Jehovah has used to act as watchmen?
The answer is no. At each major junction in the outworking
of his purpose, Jehovah has appointed watchmen both to
warn the wicked and to announce good news.

Watchmen in the First Century
18 In the first century C.E., John the Baptist did the work

of a watchman. He warned those of the fleshly house of Is-
rael that they would soon be rejected. (Matt. 3:1, 2, 9-11) But
he did more. Jesus said that John was the foretold “messen-
ger” who had prepared the way for the Messiah. (Mal. 3:1;
Matt. 11:7-10) Part of that work included announcing good
news—“the Lamb of God,” Jesus, had arrived and would take
away “the sin of the world.”—John 1:29, 30.

19 Of all the watchmen, Jesus was the foremost. Like Eze-
kiel, he was sent by Jehovah to “the house of Israel.” (Ezek.
3:17; Matt. 15:24) Jesus warned that the fleshly nation of Is-
rael was soon to be rejected and that Jerusalem would be de-
stroyed. (Matt. 23:37, 38; 24:1, 2; Luke 21:20-24) But his pri-
mary work was to announce good news.—Luke 4:17-21.

20 While on earth, Jesus specifically told his disciples:
“Keep on the watch.” (Matt. 24:42) They obeyed his com-
mand and acted as watchmen, warning that Jehovah had re-
jected the fleshly house of Israel and the earthly city of Je-
rusalem. (Rom. 9:6-8; Gal. 4:25, 26) Like the watchmen who
went before them, they also had good news to declare. Their
message included the remarkable announcement that Gen-
tiles would now be included in the spirit-anointed Israel of
God and would enjoy the privilege of helping Christ restore
pure worship on earth.—Acts 15:14; Gal. 6:15, 16; Rev. 5:9, 10.

21 Among first-century watchmen, the apostle Paul set an
outstanding example. He took his responsibility seriously.
Like Ezekiel, he knew that he would be bloodguilty if he failed
to fulfill his assignment. (Acts 20:26, 27) Following the pat-
tern of other watchmen, Paul not only warned others but also
proclaimed good news. (Acts 15:35; Rom. 1:1-4) In fact, un-
der the guidance of holy spirit, he quoted the prophecy re-
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17. When has Jehovah
appointed watchmen?

18. What work did John the
Baptist do?

19, 20. How did Jesus and his
disciples act as watchmen?

21. What example did
Paul set?



corded by Isaiah: “How beautiful on the mountains are the
feet of the one bringing good news,” and he applied it to the
work done by Christ’s followers as they preach about God’s
Kingdom.—Isa. 52:7, 8; Rom. 10:13-15.

22 After the death of the apostles, the foretold apos-
tasy overwhelmed the Christian congregation. (Acts 20:29,
30; 2 Thess. 2:3-8) During a long growing period, weedlike
counterfeit Christians outnumbered loyal wheatlike followers
of Christ, and the clear message about God’s Kingdom was
clouded over by false teachings. (Matt. 13:36-43) However,
when the time approached for Jehovah to intervene in hu-
man affairs, he once again expressed his love and justice by
appointing watchmen to sound a clear warning and to an-
nounce good news. Who proved to be such watchmen?

Jehovah Again Provides Watchmen to Warn the Wicked
23 During the years leading up to 1914, Charles Taze Russell

and his associates acted as the “messenger” who would “clear
up a way” before the Messianic Kingdom was established.[2]
(Mal. 3:1) That group also did the work of a watchman, using

We joyfully assist the
modern-day watchman
by sharing the good news
SEE PARAGRAPH 25

“ I HAVE APPOINTED YOU AS A WATCHMAN” 127

[2] For a discussion of this prophecy
and its fulfillment, see the book
God’s Kingdom Rules!, chapter 2,
“The Kingdom Is Born in Heaven.”

22. What happened after the
death of the apostles?

23. What role did C. T. Russell
and his associates play?

F O O T N O T E



the magazine Zion’s Watch Tower and Herald of Christ’s Pres-
ence to help warn of God’s judgment and to spread the good
news about God’s Kingdom.

24 After the Kingdom was established, Jesus appointed a
small group of men to serve as the faithful slave. (Matt. 24:
45-47) Since then, the faithful slave, now known as the Gov-
erning Body, has done the work of a watchman. It takes the
lead not only in warning of “the day of vengeance” but also
in proclaiming “the year of Jehovah’s goodwill.”—Isa. 61:2;
see also 2 Corinthians 6:1, 2.

25 While the faithful slave takes the lead in the watch-
man work, Jesus assigned “all” of his followers to “keep on
the watch.” (Mark 13:33-37) We obey that command by re-
maining spiritually awake, loyally supporting the modern-day
watchman. We prove that we are awake by fulfilling our re-
sponsibility to preach. (2 Tim. 4:2) What motivates us? In
part, it is our desire to save lives. (1 Tim. 4:16) Soon multi-
tudes will lose their lives because they ignored the warning
call of the modern-day watchman. (Ezek. 3:19) But our pri-
mary motive is that we long to share the best of news—pure
worship has been restored! Right now, during “the year of
Jehovah’s goodwill,” the door is open for many more to join
us in worshipping our just and loving God, Jehovah. Soon all
on earth who survive the end of this wicked system will ben-
efit from the merciful rule of his Son, Christ Jesus. How could
we hold back from assisting the modern-day watchman in
telling such good news!—Matt. 24:14.

26 Even before this wicked system ends, Jehovah has unit-
ed his people in a miraculous way. The next chapter will dis-
cuss a prophecy involving two sticks that are used to illus-
trate how this has happened.

YOUR PLACE IN PURE WORSHIP

1 What motivates Jehovah to appoint
watchmen?

2 What twofold message do the
watchmen deliver?

3 What is your role in supporting
pure worship?
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24. (a) How has the faithful
slave acted as a watchman?
(b) What have you learned
from the example of past
watchmen? (See the chart
“Some Exemplary Watch-
men.”)

25, 26. (a) What work must
all of Christ’s followers do,
and how is it done? (b) What
will we consider in the next
chapter?
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77 Light in a Darkened World
(2 Corinthians 4:6)

In these days, dark and law - less days,
Those who sleep need a - wak - en - ing

Shines a light we can see.
As the time ebbs a - way.

Like the dawn of an - oth - er day
We give hope and en - cour - age - ment.

That will soon come to be.
For their fu - ture we’ll pray.
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Light in a Darkened World

Chorus

(See also John 3:19; 8:12; Rom. 13:11, 12; 1 Pet. 2:9.)

Shin - ing through the dark - ness, Ours is a

mes - sage so bright. It of - fers hope and light—

Spar - kling like the day - light, Bring - ing to -

mor - row in sight— So ends the night.
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(Acts 20:20, 21)

There was a time we did not know The way a

Chris - tian ought to go. Then Je - ho - vah sent the

light, His King - dom truth so clear and bright. Our Fa - ther’s

will we then could see To serve the grand The - oc - ra -



°

¢

°

¢

°

¢

°

¢

&
Am7 C/G F Fma7 G/F Em7 Am7

? R.H.

&
Dm11 C/E F F/G Em/G Dm/G C Cma7 Fma7 F6 G7/F

?

&
Em7 C/E Am Em/G F Fma7 G7sus4 G7 G#º E/G#

?

&
Am Em/G Am/G Fma7 Dm/F F Em7 C/E F

?

˙̇ ™™ œœ œœ œ̇ œ œœ œœ œœ œœ ˙̇ ‰ œœj œœ œœ

˙̇ ™™ œœ œœ ˙
˙ œ

œ
œœ œœ œœ ˙̇ ‰ œœJ œœ œœ

œœ œœ œœ œœ œ ™œ œ œ œj ˙̇
‰

œœ
j œœ œœ ˙̇ œœ œœ œœ œœœJ

œœ œœ œ ™
œœ œœ œ œ œ œj ˙̇ ‰ œœJ œœ œœ ˙̇ œœ

œœ œœ œœœJ

œ̇ œ ‰ œjœJ œ œ ˙̇ œœ œœ œœ œœ ˙œ œ œ œ ‰ œœj œœ œœ

˙̇ ‰ œœJ œœ œœ ˙̇ œœ œœ œœ œœ ˙̇ ‰ œœ
j
œœ# œœ

˙̇ œ œœ œ œ œ ˙œ œ œ œ ‰ œœ
j
œœ œœ œœ œœ œœ ™™ œœj

˙̇ œJœœ œ œœn œœ ˙̇ ‰ œœJ œœ œœ œœ œœ œœ ™™ œœJ

Making Known the Kingdom Truth

cy, To de - clare Je - ho -vah’s fame, And help to

glo - ri - fy his ho - ly name. We wit-ness now to all we

meet, From door to door and on the street. We take the

time to help them see; We teach the truth that sets us
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(See also Josh. 9:9; Isa. 24:15; John 8:12, 32.)

free. And as we strive in ev - ’ry land Je - ho-vah’s

wor - ship to ex - pand, May we serve our God as

one Un - til Je - ho - vah says the work is done.



A LARGE crowd made up of men and women from many
countries and speaking a number of languages had gath-
ered. Something remarkable happened that day. A group
of ordinary Jews could speak in the visitors’ native lan-
guages! As surprising as that was, what those Jews were
saying to them and what the apostle Peter said to all
was more remarkable. It included the message that they
could be saved by exercising faith in Jesus Christ. The
crowd was deeply affected by that message. The people
were so moved, in fact, that they asked: “What should we
do?” In reply, Peter said: “Let each one of you be bap-
tized.”—Acts 2:37, 38.

2 What happened next was exceptional. Some 3,000 in-
dividuals got baptized on that day, becoming disciples
of Christ. This was the beginning of the great disciple-
making work that Jesus commanded his followers to do.
That work has extended to the 21st century. In our day,
we cannot help someone to the point of baptism in just a
few hours. It may take months or even a year or more for
a student to reach that goal. Disciple-making takes work,
as you well know if you are currently studying the Bible
with someone. In this article, we will examine what you
can do to help your Bible student become a baptized dis-
ciple.

1. What was a large crowd in the first century told to do?
2. What will we examine in this article? (See cover picture.)

STUDY
ARTICLE 22

Help Your Bible
Students to Become
Baptized Disciples
“Let each one of you be baptized.”—ACTS 2:38.

SONG 72
Making Known the
KingdomTruth

PREVIEW

This article will examine
how Jesus helped people
to become his disciples
and how we can imitate
him. We will also discuss
some features of the new
book Enjoy Life Forever!
It is designed to help our
Bible students to progress
to baptism.

2



HELP YOUR BIBLE STUDENT
TO APPLY WHAT HE IS LEARNING

3 Before getting baptized, a Bible stu-
dent must put into practice what the Bi-
ble teaches. (Read Matthew 28:19, 20.)
When a student applies what he learns,
he becomes like the “discreet man” in Je-
sus’ illustration who dug down deep to
build his house on solid rock. (Matt. 7:24,
25; Luke 6:47, 48) How can we help a stu-
dent to apply what he learns? Let us con-
sider three suggestions.

4 Help your student to set goals. Why
should you do that? Consider this illus-
tration: If you were going to take a long
road trip, you might include interesting

3. As indicated at Matthew 28:19, 20, what must a
student do to progress to baptism?
4. How can we help a student to work steadily to-
ward baptism? (See also the box “Help Your Stu-
dent to Set Goals and Reach Them.”)

stops along the way.Thus the distance to
your destination would seem less over-
whelming. Likewise, when a Bible stu-
dent sets and reaches short-term goals,
he will likely realize that the goal of bap-
tism is within his reach. Use the “Goal”
feature in the Enjoy Life Forever! book
to help your student make progress.
At the end of each lesson, discuss how
the goal relates to what your student
has just learned. If you have a different
goal in mind for your student, write it in
the space labeled “Other.” Regularly use
this portion of the study to review with
your student both his short-term and his
long-term goals.

5 Help your student to make lifestyle
changes. (Read Mark 10:17-22.) Jesus
knew that it would be difficult for a rich

5. As recorded at Mark 10:17-22, what did Jesus
tell a rich man to do, and why?

1. Discuss possible goals with your student
2. Help him with a plan to reach his goals
3. Regularly commend him for his progress

HelpYour Student to Set
Goals and ReachThem



man to sell all his belongings. (Mark 10:
23) Yet, Jesus told the man to make this
big change in his lifestyle. Why? Because
Jesus felt love for him. At times, we may
hold back from encouraging a student to
apply what he is learning because we feel
that he is not ready to make a needed
change. It may take time for people to
strip off old habits and put on the new
personality. (Col. 3:9, 10) But the sooner
you openly discuss the issue, the sooner
the student can begin to change. By hav-
ing that discussion, you show that you
care about him.—Ps. 141:5; Prov. 27:17.

6 A viewpoint question is one with
which we ask a student for his opinion or
thoughts on a subject. Use such a ques-
tion to determine what your student un-
derstands and believes. If you do this reg-
ularly, you will find it easier to discuss
sensitive topics with him in the future.
The Enjoy Life Forever! book contains
many viewpoint questions. For example,
lesson 04 asks: “How do you think Jeho-
vah feels when you use his name?” Les-
son 09 asks: “What are some things you
would like to pray about?” At first, your
student may need time to think about
how to answer viewpoint questions. You
can help by training him to reason on re-
lated scriptures as well as on the artwork.

7 Once your student understands what
he needs to do, use real-life experiences
to encourage him to do it. For example, if
your student struggles to attend meet-
ings, you could show him the video Jeho-
vah Cared for Me featured in the “Explore”
section of lesson 14. In many of the les-

6. Why should we use viewpoint questions?
7. How can we use real-life experiences effec-
tively?

sons in the Enjoy Life Forever! book, you
will find such experiences in either the
“Dig Deeper” or the “Explore” section.�
Be careful not to compare your student
with someone else by saying, “If he can
do it, you can do it too.” Let the stu-
dent come to that conclusion himself.
Instead, isolate key points that helped
the person in the video to apply Bible
teachings. Perhaps you can point out a
key scripture or something practical that
was done.Whenever possible, emphasize
how Jehovah helped that person.

8 Help your student come to love Je-
hovah. How? Look for opportunities to
draw attention to Jehovah’s qualities.
Help your student to view Jehovah as
a happy God who supports those who
love him. (1 Tim. 1:11; Heb. 11:6) Show
the student that he will benefit by ap-
plying the information, and explain that
this is a reflection of Jehovah’s love for
him. (Isa. 48:17, 18) Your student will
be more motivated to make any needed
changes as his love for Jehovah deepens.
—1 John 5:3.

INTRODUCE YOUR STUDENT
TO FELLOW WORSHIPPERS

9 To progress to baptism, a Bible stu-
dent will need to make sacrifices. Like
the rich man mentioned earlier, some

� You can also find real-life experiences in (1) the Re-
search Guide for Jehovah’s Witnesses under the sub-
ject “The Bible,” then “Practical Value,” and then
“ ‘The Bible Changes Lives’ (Watchtower series)” or in
(2) the JW Library˙ media section under “Interviews and
Experiences.”

8. How can we help our student come to love Je-
hovah?
9. In line with Mark 10:29, 30, what can help a per-
son to make sacrifices to become a baptized disci-
ple?

4 THE WATCHTOWER
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students may need to sacrifice materi-
al things. If their employment is not
in harmony with Bible principles, they
may even have to make a change. Many
mayhave to leave behind friends who do
not love Jehovah. Others may be aban-
doned by family members who dislike
Jehovah’s Witnesses. Jesus acknowl-
edged that it may be difficult for some
people to make such sacrifices. But he
promised that those who follow him will
not be disappointed. They will be richly
rewarded with a loving spiritual family.
(Read Mark 10:29, 30.) How can you
help your Bible student to benefit from
this beautiful gift?

10 Develop a friendship with your stu-
dent. It is important for you to show
your student that you care about him.
Why? Note a comment from Manuel,
who lives in Mexico. Recalling when he

10. What do you learn from Manuel’s experience?

was a Bible student, he says: “Before
every study session, my teacher would
ask me how I was doing. He helped me
relax and allowed me to open up about
other matters. I could feel that he really
cared about me.”

11 Spend time with your students, as
Jesus spent time with his followers.
(John 3:22) If appropriate, invite your
progressive Bible student to your home
to enjoy a cup of coffee or a meal or to
watch one of our monthly broadcasts.
Your student might especially appreci-
ate such an invitation during holiday
seasons when he may be feeling lonely.
“I think I learned as much about Jeho-
vah from spending time with my teacher
as I did during our study,” says Kazibwe,
who lives in Uganda. “I saw how much
Jehovah cares for his people and how

11. How might our students benefit from spending
time with us?

As you bring different publishers with you
to a Bible study, the student will find it
more appealing to attend meetings
(See paragraph 12)



happy they are. That’s what I wanted in
my life.”

12 Invite different publishers to the Bible
study. At times, we may feel that it is eas-
ier to go on our own or to bring the same
publisher with us. While it may be more
convenient to do so, our Bible student
will likely benefit if, over time, we bring
a variety of publishers. “Each publisher
who came to my study would explain
things in a unique way,” says Dmitrii,
who lives in Moldova. “That helped me
to look at the material from different an-
gles. I was also less shy when I attended
my first meeting, since I had already met
many of the brothers and sisters.”

13 Help your student to attend congre-
gation meetings. Why? Because Jehovah
commands his worshippers to meet to-
gether; it is part of our worship. (Heb.
10:24, 25) In addition, our brothers and
sisters are our spiritual family. When we
are at the meetings with them, it is as if
we were together at home sharing a fine
meal. When you help your Bible student
to attend meetings, you help him to take
one of the most important steps toward
baptism. But it maybe a difficult step for
him to take. How can the publication
Enjoy Life Forever! help your student to
overcome any challenges he may face?

14 Use lesson 10 of the Enjoy Life For-
ever! book to help you motivate your stu-
dent. Experienced publishers who were
asked to test this lesson before the book

12. Why should we bring different publishers to a
Bible study?
13. Why must we help our student to attend meet-
ings?
14. How can we motivate our student to attend
meetings?

was released had great success in helping
their students to attend the meetings. Of
course, do not wait until lesson 10 to in-
vite your Bible student to our meetings.
Invite him as soon as possible and con-
tinue to do so regularly. Different Bi-
ble students face different obstacles. So
pay attention to your student’s needs,
and see if you can offer practical help.
Do not be discouraged if it takes some
time before he attends. Be patient but
persistent.

HELP YOUR BIBLE STUDENT
TO OVERCOME HIS FEARS

15 Do you remember feeling a bit afraid
of becoming one of Jehovah’s Witness-
es? Perhaps you felt that you would nev-
er be able to preach publicly. Or maybe
you feared that your family or friends
might oppose you. If so, you can sym-
pathize with your Bible student. Jesus
acknowledged that such fears are pos-
sible. However, he urged his followers
not to let fear stop them from serving
Jehovah. (Matt. 10:16, 17, 27, 28) How
did Jesus help his followers to overcome
their fears? And how can you follow his
example?

16 Progressively train your student to
share his faith. Jesus’ disciples may have
felt nervous when he sent them out to
preach. But Jesus helped them by telling
them where to preach and what their
message was to be. (Matt. 10:5-7) How
can you imitate Jesus? Help your stu-
dent to see where he can preach. For ex-
ample, ask him if he knows someonewho

15. What fears may our student have?
16. How can we train our student to share his
faith?

6 THE WATCHTOWER



could benefit from learning a specific Bi-
ble truth.Then help him to prepare what
to say by showing him a simple way to
share that truth. When appropriate, you
can use as a practice session the fea-
tures “Some People Say” and “Someone
MayAsk,” found in the Enjoy Life Forever!
book. When you do, focus on training
your student to use the Bible to give sim-
ple and tactful answers.

17 Help your student to trust in Jeho-
vah. Jesus assured his disciples that
Jehovah would help them because He
loved them. (Read Matthew 10:19, 20,
29-31.) Remind your student that Je-
hovah will help him too. You can help
him to rely on Jehovah by praying with
him about his goals. “My teacher often
mentioned my goals in his prayers,” says
Franciszek, who lives in Poland. “When I

17. How can we use Matthew 10:19, 20, 29-31 as
we help our student to trust in Jehovah?

saw how Jehovah answered my teacher’s
prayers, I quickly started to pray. I felt
Jehovah’s help when I needed to have
days off from my new job to attend the
meetings and the convention.”

18 Jehovah cares deeply about our Bi-
ble students. He appreciates how hard
Christian teachers work to help people
draw closer to him, and he loves them
for it. (Isa. 52:7) If you are not current-
ly conducting a Bible study, you can still
help Bible students to progress toward
baptism byaccompanying other publish-
ers on their studies.

18. How does Jehovah feel about the work that
Christian teachers do?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

PICTURE DESCRIPTION Page 5: A brother,
accompanied by his wife, studies with a
young man. At other times, various brothers
sit in on the study.

HOW CAN YOU HELP YOUR BIBLE STUDENT TO . . .

˛ apply what he is learning? ˛ get to know fellow
worshippers?

˛ overcome his fears?

SONG 60
It Means Their Life
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60 It Means Their Life
(Ezekiel 3:17-19)

Verse 1

Chorus

In this year of good - will by our God, all need to hear

That the day of his an - ger will come, and it is

near. It means their life, but not just

theirs; It means our own life as well. It means their
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Verse 2

Chorus

life if they o - bey, So all the na - tions we must

tell; We must tell. There’s a mes - sage to preach, so we

spread it all a - broad. We in - vite all to come and be

rec - on - ciled to God. It means their
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Bridge

life, but not just theirs; It means our own life as

well. It means their life if they o - bey, So all the

na - tions we must tell; We must tell. It’s

ur - gent, it’s im - por - tant, That peo - ple lis - ten, learn, and live. We
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It MeansTheir Life

Chorus

(See also 2 Chron. 36:15; Isa. 61:2; Ezek. 33:6; 2 Thess. 1:8.)

tell them, and we teach them; Life - giv - ing truth we free - ly

give. It means their life, but not just theirs; It means our

own life as well. It means their life if they o -

bey, So all the na - tions we must tell; We must tell.


