
Saturday, July 24
Those knowing your name will
trust in you; you will never aban-
don those seeking you, O Jehovah.

—Ps. 9:10.
We can say that a person knows

about Jehovah if he is aware of
God’s name or is familiar with some
of the things that He has said or
done. But to know Jehovah well in-
volves more. We need to spend time
learning about Jehovah and his
wonderful qualities. Only then can
we begin to understand what mo-
tivates him to speak and to act.
That will help us to discern wheth-
er he approves of our opinions, de-
cisions, and actions. Once we have
discerned Jehovah’s will for us,
we need to act on what we have
learned. Some people may ridicule
us for wanting to serve Jehovah,
and they may oppose us even more
when we start to associate with his
people. Yet, if we trust in Jehovah,
he will never let us down. We will
be laying a foundation for friend-
ship with God that will last a life-
time. Can we really know Jehovah
that well? Yes, we can! w19.12 16-17
˚3-4

Sunday, July 25
Children are an inheritance from

Jehovah.—Ps. 127:3, ftn.
Parents may at times feel over-

whelmed by the challenges they
face, but children are a gift from Je-
hovah. He is always available to
help. He willingly listens to the
prayers of parents. And he answers
those prayers by means of the Bi-
ble, our publications, and the ex-
ample and advice of other mature
parents in the congregation. It has
been said that raising children is

a 20-year project, but parents nev-
er really stop being parents. Among
the very best things they can give
their children are love, time, and
Bible-based training. Each child
will respond differently to the train-
ing. However, many of them who
have been raised by parents who
love Jehovah feel as does Joan-
na Mae, a sister in Asia: “I am so
thankful that my parents disci-
plined me and taught me to love
Jehovah. They did not just give
me life, they gave me a meaning-
ful life.” (Prov. 23:24, 25) Millions
of Christians could express similar
sentiments. w19.12 27 ˚21-22

Monday, July 26
Comfort others in any sort of trial
with the comfort that we receive

from God.—2 Cor. 1:4.
We do not have to look far to find

brothers and sisters who need com-
fort. We need, though, to take the
initiative to act despite our fears.
For instance, we may fear not know-
ing what to say or what to do for
someone who is in a distressing sit-
uation.Yet we can be effective com-
forters if we show that we care. As
we get closer to the end of this sys-
tem of things, world conditions will
deteriorate and life will become
more challenging. (2 Tim. 3:13) And
the problems that we bring on our-
selves because of inherited sin and
imperfection mean that we will con-
tinue to need comfort. The apostle
Paul was able to endure faithfully to
the end of his life, thanks, in part,
to the comfort he received from fel-
low Christians. By following their
example, we too can help our broth-
ers and sisters to remain firm in the
faith.—1 Thess. 3:2, 3. w20.01 12-13
˚17-19



Tuesday, July 27
You put to the test those who say

they are apostles.—Rev. 2:2.
Anointed ones do not expect oth-

ers to treat them in a special way.
(Phil. 2:2, 3) They know that when
Jehovah anointed them, he did not
let everyone else know about it. So
an anointed person is not surprised
if some do not believe right away
that he has been anointed. He realiz-
es that the Bible tells us not to be
quick to believe someone who says
that God has given him a special
responsibility. Not wanting to draw
attention to himself, an anointed
Christian would not tell those whom
he meets for the first time that he
is anointed. And he would certain-
ly not boast about it. (1 Cor. 4:7, 8)
Anointed Christians do not search
out other anointed ones, hoping to
discuss their anointing with them
or to form private groups for Bible
study. (Gal. 1:15-17) The congrega-
tion would not be united if anointed
ones did so. They would be working
against the holy spirit, which helps
God’s people to have peace and uni-
ty.—Rom. 16:17, 18. w20.01 28 ˚6-7

Wednesday, July 28
As these things start to occur,
stand up straight and lift up your
heads, because your deliverance is

getting near.—Luke 21:28.
At some point, the people whose

religions were destroyed may re-
sent the fact that Jehovah’s Wit-
nesses keep practicing their re-
ligion. We can only imagine the
uproar that this might create, in-
cluding on social media. The na-
tions and their ruler, Satan, will
hate us for having the only surviv-
ing religion. They will not have at-
tained their goal to eliminate all re-

ligion from the face of the earth.
So we will become the center of
their attention. At this point, the na-
tions will take on the role of Gog
of Magog. They will band togeth-
er to make a vicious, all-out at-
tack on Jehovah’s people. (Ezek. 38:
2, 14-16) It can be somewhat un-
settling to think about those possi-
bilities when we cannot be cer-
tain of the exact details. However,
one thing is sure: We do not need to
fear the great tribulation. Jehovah
will give us lifesaving instructions.
—Ps. 34:19. w19.10 16-17 ˚10-11

Thursday, July 29
How many things you have done,
O Jehovah my God, your wonder-
ful works and your thoughts to-

ward us.—Ps. 40:5.
We do more than feel apprecia-

tive; we express our appreciation to
Jehovah by our words and actions.
This makes us stand out as differ-
ent from many today. We live in a
world where people do not appreci-
ate all that God does for them. In
fact, one indication that we are liv-
ing in “the last days” is that peo-
ple are unthankful. (2 Tim. 3:1, 2)
May we never adopt that attitude!
Jehovah wants all his children to
get along well with one another. In
fact, the love we have for one anoth-
er identifies us as being true Chris-
tians. (John 13:35) We agree with
the psalmist who wrote: “How good
and how pleasant it is for broth-
ers to dwell together in unity!” (Ps.
133:1) When we love our brothers
and sisters, we prove to Jehovah
that we love him. (1 John 4:20) How
pleasant it is to be part of a family of
brothers and sisters who are “kind
to one another, tenderly compas-
sionate”!—Eph. 4:32. w20.02 9 ˚6-7



Friday, July 30
Jehovah turned his attention

to Hannah.—1 Sam. 2:21.
The cause of Hannah’s anxiety did

not go away immediately. She still
had to live in the same household
as Peninnah did. And the Bible does
not indicate that Peninnah’s attitude
changed. So Hannah likely had to
continue enduring her rival’s stab-
bing words. But Hannah was able
to regain and maintain her inner
peace. After leaving the matter in
Jehovah’s hands, Hannah was no
longer overwhelmed by worry. She
allowed Jehovah to comfort and
soothe her. Sometime later, Han-
nah was even blessed with children
of her own! (1 Sam. 1:2, 6, 7, 17-20)
We can regain our peace even if the
cause of our anxiety remains. Even
though we pray intensely and at-
tend meetings regularly, some prob-
lems may persist. But from Han-
nah’s example,we learn that nothing
can stop Jehovah from soothing our
troubled heart. Jehovah will never
forget us, and sooner or later he will
reward our faithfulness.—Heb. 11:6.
w20.02 22 ˚9-10

Saturday, July 31
Share with a wise person, and he
will become wiser.—Prov. 9:9.
Elders do not hold back from

sharing Bible principles that can
help others to act wisely. Why is
it so important that they speak up
when necessary? Consider the case
of Eli: High Priest Eli had two sons
for whom he had deep affection.
Those sons, however, had no re-
spect for Jehovah. They held im-
portant positions as priests serving
at the tabernacle. But they abused
their authority, showed gross dis-
respect for the offerings given to

Jehovah, and brazenly committed
sexual immorality. (1 Sam. 2:12-17,
22) According to the Mosaic Law,
Eli’s sons deserved to die, but per-
missive Eli merely reproved them
mildly and allowed them to contin-
ue serving at the tabernacle. (Deut.
21:18-21) How did Jehovah view the
way that Eli handled matters? He
said to Eli: “Why do you keep hon-
oring your sons more than me?” Je-
hovah then determined to put those
two wicked men to death.—1 Sam. 2:
29, 34. w20.03 19 ˚4-5

Sunday, August 1
The One who sent me is with me;

he did not abandon me.
—John 8:29.

Even while being persecuted, Je-
sus had inner peace because he
knew that he was making his Father
happy. He remained obedient when
it was difficult for him to do so. He
loved his Father and built his whole
life around serving Jehovah. Be-
fore he came to earth, he was God’s
“master worker.” (Prov. 8:30) And
while on earth, he zealously taught
others about his Father. (Matt. 6:9;
John 5:17) That work brought Je-
sus great joy. (John 4:34-36) We
can imitate Jesus by obeying Jeho-
vah and “always having plenty to
do in the work of the Lord.” (1 Cor.
15:58) When we are “intensely occu-
pied” in the preaching work, we are
better able to put our troubles into
perspective. (Acts 18:5) For exam-
ple, those we meet in our ministry
often face worse problems than we
do. Yet, when they learn to love Je-
hovah and apply his counsel, their
lives improve and they become hap-
pier. Each time we see that happen,
we feel more confident that Jehovah
will care for us. w19.04 10-11 ˚8-9



�
TREASURES
FROM GOD’S WORD�������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������

“Human Life Is Precious to Jehovah”:
(10 min.)

Spiritual Gems: (10 min.)
De 21:19—Why was the local court situat-
ed at the gate of a city? (it-1 518 ˚1)

What spiritual gems from this week’s
Bible reading would you like to share
regarding Jehovah, the field ministry,
or something else?

Bible Reading: (4 min.) De 19:1-14 (10)

�
APPLY YOURSELF
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Initial Call: (3 min.) Begin with the sample
conversation. Overcome a common ob-
jection. (12)

Return Visit: (4 min.) Begin with the sample
conversation. Introduce (but do not play)
the videoWhy Study the Bible? (6)

Bible Study: (5 min.) bhs 138 ˚8 (13)

�
LIVING
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Song 37
“Walk on Your Way in Safety”: (15 min.) Dis-
cussion. Play the video (video category THE
BIBLE). Then ask the following questions:
Why should we act safely? What specific
things can we do to be safety conscious?

Congregation Bible Study: (30 min.)
rr chap. 11 ˚9-17

JULY 26 –AUGUST 1 � DEUTERONOMY 19 - 21

Song 141 and Prayer � Opening Comments (1 min.)

Concluding Comments (3 min.) � Song 108 and Prayer 7

Cities of refuge were easy to access (De 19:2, 3;
w17.11 14 ˚4)

Cities of refuge helped to protect the Israelites
from bloodguilt (De 19:10; w17.11 15 ˚9)

Hating our brother can lead to bloodguilt
(De 19:11-13; it-1 344)

ASK YOURSELF, ‘What are some ways to
demonstrate that I have Jehovah’s viewpoint
of life?’

� Human Life Is Precious to Jehovah
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141 The Miracle of Life
(Psalm 36:9)

Chorus

Ev - ’ry new - born child, Ev - ’ry drop of rain,
Oth - ers may give up, Lose their will to try,

Ev - ’ry gold - en ray of sun, Each head of grain— All are gifts from
Ech - o - ing the wife of Job: “Curse God and die.” We are not that

God; They re - veal his way. Mir - a - cles per -
way; Praise to God we give, Thank - ing him for

formed by him sus - tain us each day. So, what are we to do with a
ev - ’ry pre - cious mo - ment we live. So, what are we to do with a
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The Miracle of Life

(See also Job 2:9; Ps. 34:12; Eccl. 8:15; Matt. 22:37-40; Rom. 6:23.)

gift so rare But to love the One who gave it and show him we
gift so rare But to love the ones a - round us and show them we

care.
care.

No mat - ter what we do, We nev - er can

earn it. This gift is still a gift— The mir - a - cle of

life. life.



do anything like this. 15 Jeho-
vah your God will raise up for
you from among your brothers
a prophet like me. You must lis-
ten to him.a 16 This is in re-
sponse to what you asked of Je-
hovah your God in Ho�reb on
the day of the assembly�b when
you said, ‘Do not let me hear
the voice of Jehovah my God
or see this great fire anymore,
so that I do not die.’c 17 Then
Jehovah said to me, ‘What they
have said is good. 18 I will
raise up for them from the midst
of their brothers a prophet like
you,d and I will put my words in
his mouth, e and he will speak to
them all that I command him.f
19 Indeed, I will require an ac-
count from the man who will not
listen to my words that he will
speak in my name.g

20 “‘If any prophet presump-
tuously speaks a word in my
name that I did not command
him to speak or speaks in the
name of other gods, that proph-
et must die.h 21 However, you
may say in your heart: “How will
we know that Jehovah has not
spoken the word?” 22 When
the prophet speaks in the name
of Jehovah and the word is not
fulfilled or does not come true,
then Jehovah did not speak that
word. The prophet spoke it pre-
sumptuously.You should not fear
him.’

19 “When Jehovah your God
destroys the nations

whose land Jehovah your God
is giving you and you have dis-
possessed them and have settled
in their cities and their houses, i
2 you should set apart three cit-
ies in the midst of your land
that Jehovah your God is giving
you to possess. j 3 You should
divide the territory of the land
that Jehovah your God has given
you to possess into three parts,

18:16 �Or “congregation.”

and prepare the roads so that
any manslayer can flee to one of
those cities.

4 “Now this is what should
take place regarding the man-
slayer who may flee there in or-
der to live: When he strikes his
fellow man unintentionally and
he did not previously hate him;a
5 as when he goes with his fel-
low man into the forest to gather
wood and he raises his hand to
cut the tree with the ax, but the
axhead flies off the handle and
hits his fellow man and he dies,
the manslayer should flee to one
of these cities to live.b 6 Other-
wise, in the heat of anger,� the
avenger of bloodc may chase af-
ter the manslayer, overtake him,
and kill him, because the dis-
tance to the city was too far.
However, he did not deserve to
die, since he did not previously
hate his fellow man.d 7 That is
why I am commanding you: ‘Set
three cities apart.’

8 “If Jehovah your God en-
larges your territory as he swore
to your forefatherse and he has
given you all the land that he
promised to give to your fore-
fathersf 9 —provided you faith-
fully observe all this command-
ment that I am giving you today,
to love Jehovah your God and al-
ways to walk in his waysg—then
you are to add three other cities
to these three.h 10 In this way
no innocent blood will be spilled i

in your land that Jehovah your
God is giving you as an in-
heritance, and no bloodguilt will
come upon you. j

11 “But if a man hated his
fellow mank and he was wait-
ing to attack him and he fa-
tally wounded him� and he
died, and the man has fled to
one of these cities, 12 the el-
ders of his city should then sum-

19:6 �Lit., “because his heart is hot.”
19:11 �Or “his soul.”

CHAP. 18
a Ge 49:10

Nu 24:17
Lu 7:16
Joh 1:45
Joh 6:14
Ac 3:22
Ac 7:37

b Ex 19:17

c Ex 20:19

d Ex 34:28
Nu 12:3
Mt 4:1, 2
Mt 11:29
Joh 5:46

e Joh 17:8

f Joh 12:49
Heb 1:2

g Ac 3:23

h De 13:1-5
Jer 28:11-17

��������������������

CHAP. 19
i De 7:1

De 9:1

j Nu 35:14
Jos 20:7, 9

��������������������

Second Col.
a Nu 35:15

De 4:42

b Nu 35:25

c Nu 35:12, 19

d Jos 20:4, 5

e Ge 15:18
Ex 23:31
De 11:24

f Ge 28:14

g De 11:22, 23

h Jos 20:7, 8

i Pr 6:16, 17

j De 21:6-9

k 1Jo 3:15
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mon him from there and deliver
him into the hand of the aveng-
er of blood, and he must die.a
13 You� should not feel sorry
for him, and you must remove
the guilt of innocent blood out of
Israel,b so that it may go well for
you.

14 “When you receive your
inheritance in the land that Je-
hovah your God is giving you
to possess, you must not move
your neighbor’s boundary mark-
erc from the place where the an-
cestors set the boundaries.

15 “No single witness may
convict� another for any error or
any sin that he may commit.d On
the testimony� of two witness-
es or on the testimony of three
witnesses the matter should be
established.e 16 If a malicious
witness testifies against a man
and charges him with some
transgression,f 17 the two men
who have the dispute will stand
before Jehovah, the priests and
the judges who will be serving
in those days.g 18 The judges
will thoroughly investigate,h and
if the man who testified is a
false witness and has brought a
false charge against his broth-
er, 19 you should do to him just
as he had schemed to do to his
brother, i and you must remove
what is bad from your midst. j
20 Those who remain will hear
and be afraid, and they will
never again do anything bad
like this among you.k 21 You�
should not feel sorry: l Life� will
be for life,� eye for eye, tooth for
tooth, hand for hand, foot for
foot.m

20 “If you go to war against
your enemies and you see

their horses and chariots and
troops that outnumber yours,
do not be afraid of them, for

19:13, 21 �Lit., “Your eye.” 19:15 �Lit.,
“rise up against.” �Lit., “mouth.”
19:21 �Or “Soul.” �Or “soul.”

Jehovah your God who brought
you up out of the land of
Egypt is with you.a 2 When you
are about to go into battle, the
priest should approach and ad-
dress the people.b 3 He should
tell them, ‘Hear, O Israel, you are
about to do battle with your ene-
mies. Do not be fainthearted. Do
not be afraid or be terrified or
tremble because of them, 4 for
Jehovah your God is marching
with you to fight for you against
your enemies and to save you.’c

5 “The officers too should tell
the people, ‘Who has built a new
house and has not inaugurated
it? Let him return to his house.
Otherwise, he may die in the bat-
tle and another man will inau-
gurate it. 6 And who has plant-
ed a vineyard and not begun to
use it? Let him go and return to
his house. Otherwise, he may die
in the battle and another man
will begin to use it. 7 And who
has become engaged to a wom-
an and has not married her? Let
him go and return to his house.d
Otherwise, he might die in the
battle and another man will mar-
ry her.’ 8 The officers should
also ask the people, ‘Who is fear-
ful and fainthearted?e He should
return to his house, so that he
may not cause his brothers to
lose heart as he has.’�f 9 When
the officers have finished speak-
ing to the people, they should ap-
point chiefs of the armies to lead
the people.

10 “If you approach a city to
fight against it, you should also
announce to it terms of peace.g
11 If it gives a peaceful an-
swer to you and opens up to
you, all the people found there
will become yours for forced
labor, and they will serve you.h
12 But if it refuses to make
peace with you and instead goes

20:8 �Or “cause the heart of his broth-
ers to melt as his own heart.”

CHAP. 19
a Ge 9:6

Ex 21:12
Nu 35:16
De 27:24

b Le 24:17, 21
Nu 35:33
2Sa 21:1

c De 27:17

d Nu 35:30
De 17:6

e Mt 18:16
Joh 8:17
2Co 13:1
1Ti 5:19

f Ex 23:1
1Ki 21:13
Mr 14:56

g De 17:8, 9

h De 13:14
De 17:4
2Ch 19:6

i Pr 19:5

j De 21:20, 21
De 24:7
1Co 5:13

k De 13:11
De 17:13
1Ti 5:20

l De 19:13

m Ex 21:23-25
Le 24:20
Mt 5:38

��������������������

Second Col.
��������������������

CHAP. 20
a De 3:22

De 31:6
Ps 20:7
Pr 21:31

b Nu 31:6

c Ex 14:14
Jos 23:10

d De 24:5

e Jg 7:3

f Nu 13:33
Nu 14:1-3
Nu 32:9
De 1:28

g Jos 11:19

h Le 25:44, 46
Jos 9:22, 27
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to war with you, you should be-
siege it, 13 and Jehovah your
God will certainly give it into
your hand, and you must strike
down every male in it with the
sword. 14 However, the wom-
en, the children, the livestock,
and everything that is in the city,
all its spoil, you may plunder
for yourself, a and you will eat
the spoil of your enemies, which
Jehovah your God has given to
you.b

15 “That is what you will do
to all the cities very far away
from you that are not of the cit-
ies of these nearby nations.
16 But in the cities of these peo-
ples, which Jehovah your God is
giving you as an inheritance, you
must not allow any breathing
thing to live.c 17 Instead, you
should devote them completely
to destruction, the Hit�tites, the
Am�or·ites, the Ca�naan·ites, the
Per�iz·zites, the Hi�vites, and
the Jeb�u·sites,d just as Jehovah
your God has commanded you;
18 so that they may not teach
you to follow all their detestable
practices that they have done for
their gods, causing you to sin
against Jehovah your God.e

19 “If you lay siege to a
city and capture it after fight-
ing against it for many days,
you should not destroy its trees
by wielding an ax against them.
You may eat from them, but
you should not cut them down. f
For should you besiege a tree of
the field as you would a man?
20 You may destroy only a tree
that you know is not used for
food. You may cut it down and
build siegeworks against the city
that is making war against you,
until it falls.

21 “If someone is found slain
in a field of the land that

Jehovah your God is giving you
to possess and it is not known
who killed him, 2 your elders
and judgesg should go out and

measure the distance from the
dead body to the cities that
surround it. 3 Then the elders
of the city nearest to the body
should take from the herd a
young cow that has never been
put to work, that has never
pulled in a yoke, 4 and the el-
ders of that city should lead the
young cow down to a valley�
running with water where no till-
ing or sowing of seed has been
done, and they should break the
neck of the young cow there in
the valley.a

5 “And the priests, the Le-
vites, will approach because Je-
hovah your God has chosen
them to minister to him,b to pro-
nounce blessings in the name of
Jehovah.c They will declare how
every dispute involving violence
should be resolved.d 6 Then all
the elders of the city who are
nearest to the dead body should
wash their handse over the
young cow whose neck was bro-
ken in the valley, 7 and they
should declare, ‘Our hands did
not shed this blood, nor did our
eyes see it shed. 8 Do not hold
this against your people Israel,
whom you redeemed, f O Jeho-
vah, and do not let guilt for inno-
cent blood remain among your
people Israel.’g Then the blood-
guilt will not be held against
them. 9 In this way you will re-
move the guilt of innocent blood
from your midst by doing what is
right in Jehovah’s eyes.

10 “If you go to war against
your enemies and Jehovah your
God defeats them for you and
you take them captive,h 11 and
you see among the captives a
beautiful woman and you are at-
tracted to her and you want to
take her as your wife, 12 you
may bring her into your house.
She should then shave her head,
attend to her nails, 13 and re-

21:4 �Or “wadi.”

CHAP. 20
a 2Ch 14:13

b Jos 22:8

c Jos 6:17
Jos 10:28
Jos 11:11

d De 7:1

e Ex 34:15
De 7:4
Jos 23:12, 13
Isa 2:6
1Co 5:6
1Co 15:33

f Ne 9:25
��������������������

CHAP. 21
g De 16:18
��������������������

Second Col.
a Nu 35:33

b Ex 28:1

c Nu 6:23-27
1Ch 23:13

d De 17:8, 9

e Ps 26:6
Mt 27:24

f 2Sa 7:23

g Isa 26:21
Jer 26:15

h Nu 31:9
De 20:13, 14
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move the clothing of her captiv-
ity, and dwell in your house.
She will weep for her father
and her mother a whole month, a
and afterward you may have re-
lations with her; you will become
her husband and she will be-
come your wife. 14 But if you
are not pleased with her, you
should then let her gob wherever
she wishes.� But you may not
sell her for money or treat her
harshly, since you have humiliat-
ed her.

15 “If a man has two wives
and he loves one more than
the other� and both have borne
sons to him and the firstborn
son belongs to the unloved one,c
16 on the day that he gives his
inheritance to his sons, he will
not be allowed to treat the son of
the loved one as his firstborn at
the expense of the son of the un-
loved one, the firstborn. 17 He
should recognize as the first-
born the unloved one’s son by
giving him the double portion of
everything he has, for that one is
the beginning of his procreative
power. The right of the first-
born’s position belongs to him.d

18 “If a man has a son who is
stubborn and rebellious and he
does not obey his father or his
mother, e and they have tried to
correct him but he refuses to lis-
ten to them,f 19 his father and
his mother should take hold of
him and bring him out to the el-
ders at the gate of his city
20 and say to the elders of his
city, ‘This son of ours is stub-
born and rebellious, and he re-
fuses to obey us. He is a glut-
tong and a drunkard.’h 21 Then
all the men of his city must stone
him to death. So you must re-
move what is bad from your
midst, and all Israel will hear
and become afraid. i

21:14 �Or “according to her soul.”
21:15 �Lit., “two wives, one loved and
one hated.”

22 “If a man commits a sin
deserving the sentence of death
and he has been put to deatha

and you have hung him on
a stake,b 23 his dead body
should not remain all night on
the stake. c Instead, you should
be sure to bury him on that
day, because the one hung up
is something accursed of God,d
and you should not defile your
land that Jehovah your God is
giving you as an inheritance.e

22 “If you see your brother’s
bull or his sheep going

astray, do not deliberately ignore
it.f You should without fail lead
it back to your brother. 2 But if
your brother does not live near
you or you do not know him, you
should bring the animal to your
house, and it will remain with
you until your brother search-
es for it. Then you should return
it to him.g 3 That is what you
should do with his donkey, with
his clothing, and with anything
that your brother has lost and
you have found. You must not ig-
nore it.

4 “If you see your brother’s
donkey or his bull fall down on
the road, you must not deliber-
ately ignore it. You should with-
out fail help him raise the ani-
mal up.h

5 “A woman must not put on
the clothing of a man, nor should
a man wear the clothing of a
woman. For anyone doing so is
detestable to Jehovah your God.

6 “If you happen upon a
bird’s nest along the road with
young ones or eggs, whether
in a tree or on the ground,
and the mother is sitting on the
young ones or the eggs, you
must not take the mother togeth-
er with her young. i 7 Be sure
to send the mother away, but you
may take the young for yourself.
Do this so that it may go well
with you and you may live long.

CHAP. 21
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c Ge 29:30, 33

d Ge 25:31
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�
TREASURES
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“Human Life Is Precious to Jehovah”:
(10 min.)

Spiritual Gems: (10 min.)
De 21:19—Why was the local court situat-
ed at the gate of a city? (it-1 518 ˚1)

What spiritual gems from this week’s
Bible reading would you like to share
regarding Jehovah, the field ministry,
or something else?

Bible Reading: (4 min.) De 19:1-14 (10)

�
APPLY YOURSELF
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Initial Call: (3 min.) Begin with the sample
conversation. Overcome a common ob-
jection. (12)

Return Visit: (4 min.) Begin with the sample
conversation. Introduce (but do not play)
the videoWhy Study the Bible? (6)

Bible Study: (5 min.) bhs 138 ˚8 (13)

�
LIVING
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Song 37
“Walk on Your Way in Safety”: (15 min.) Dis-
cussion. Play the video (video category THE
BIBLE). Then ask the following questions:
Why should we act safely? What specific
things can we do to be safety conscious?

Congregation Bible Study: (30 min.)
rr chap. 11 ˚9-17

JULY 26 –AUGUST 1 � DEUTERONOMY 19 - 21

Song 141 and Prayer � Opening Comments (1 min.)

Concluding Comments (3 min.) � Song 108 and Prayer 7

Cities of refuge were easy to access (De 19:2, 3;
w17.11 14 ˚4)

Cities of refuge helped to protect the Israelites
from bloodguilt (De 19:10; w17.11 15 ˚9)

Hating our brother can lead to bloodguilt
(De 19:11-13; it-1 344)

ASK YOURSELF, ‘What are some ways to
demonstrate that I have Jehovah’s viewpoint
of life?’

� Human Life Is Precious to Jehovah



July 26–August 1 / Deuteronomy 19-21 

Song 141 and Prayer 

Opening Comments (1 minute) 

Treasures From God’s Word 

“Human Life Is Precious to Jehovah”: (10 minutes) 

Cities of refuge were easy to access 

Deuteronomy 19:2, 3: you should set apart three cities in the midst of your land that Jehovah your 

God is giving you to possess. You should divide the territory of the land that Jehovah your God has 

given you to possess into three parts, and prepare the roads so that any manslayer can flee to one of 

those cities. 

w17.11 14 paragraph 4 

The six cities of refuge were easy to access. Jehovah commanded Israel to distribute the cities evenly 

on both sides of the Jordan River. Why? So that any fugitive could find refuge quickly and 

conveniently. (Numbers 35:11-14) Roads leading to the cities of refuge were kept in good repair. 

(Deuteronomy 19:3) According to Jewish tradition, guideposts were erected to direct fugitives to the 

cities. Since the cities of refuge were available, an unintentional manslayer was not forced to flee to a 

foreign land, where he might be tempted to take up false worship. 

  

Cities of refuge helped to protect the Israelites from bloodguilt 

Deuteronomy 19:10: In this way no innocent blood will be spilled in your land that Jehovah your God 

is giving you as an inheritance, and no bloodguilt will come upon you. 

w17.11 15 paragraph 9 

A key purpose of the cities of refuge was to protect the Israelites from bloodguilt. (Deuteronomy 

19:10) Jehovah loves life, and he hates murderous “hands that shed innocent blood.” (Proverbs 6:16, 

17) A just and holy God, he could not ignore even accidental bloodshed. True, an unintentional 

manslayer was shown mercy. Even so, he had to present his case before the elders, and if his deed 

was judged accidental, he had to remain in the city of refuge until the death of the high priest. This 



might mean spending the rest of his life there. These serious consequences impressed on all Israelites 

the sanctity of human life. To honor their Life-Giver, they needed to avoid any action or inaction that 

could endanger the life of their fellow man. 

  

Hating our brother can lead to bloodguilt 

Deuteronomy 19:11-13: “But if a man hated his fellow man and he was waiting to attack him and he 

fatally wounded him and he died, and the man has fled to one of these cities, the elders of his city 

should then summon him from there and deliver him into the hand of the avenger of blood, and he 

must die. You should not feel sorry for him, and you must remove the guilt of innocent blood out of 

Israel, so that it may go well for you. 

it-1 344 

Man was entitled to enjoy the life that God granted him, and anyone who deprived him of that life 

would be answerable to God. This was shown when God said to the murderer Cain: “Your brother’s 

blood is crying out to me from the ground.” (Genesis 4:10) Even a person hating his brother, and so 

wishing him dead, or slandering him or bearing false witness against him, and so endangering his life, 

would bring guilt upon himself in connection with the blood of his fellowman.—Leviticus 19:16; 

Deuteronomy 19:18-21; 1 John 3:15. 

  

Ask yourself, ‘What are some ways to demonstrate that I have Jehovah’s viewpoint of life?’ 

[Image:] Collage: 1. A brother texts while driving. 2. The same brother texts while standing next to his 

parked car. 

 

 

 

 

 



Spiritual Gems 

Deuteronomy 21:19—Why was the local court situated at the gate of a city? 

Deuteronomy 21:19: his father and his mother should take hold of him and bring him out to the 

elders at the gate of his city 

it-1 518 paragraph 1 

The local court was situated at the gate of a city. (Deuteronomy 16:18; 21:19; 22:15, 24; 25:7; Ruth 4:1) 

By “gate” is meant the open space inside the city near the gate. The gates were places where the Law 

was read to the congregated people and where ordinances were proclaimed. (Nehemiah 8:1-3) At the 

gate it was easy to acquire witnesses to a civil matter, such as property sales, and so forth, as most 

persons would go in and out of the gate during the day. Also, the publicity that would be afforded 

any trial at the gate would tend to influence the judges toward care and justice in the trial 

proceedings and in their decisions. Evidently there was a place provided near the gate where the 

judges could comfortably preside. (Job 29:7) Samuel traveled in a circuit of Bethel, Gilgal, and Mizpah 

and “judged Israel at all these places,” as well as at Ramah, where his house was located.—1 Samuel 

7:16, 17. 

What spiritual gems from this week’s Bible reading would you like to share regarding Jehovah, the 

field ministry, or something else? 

Bible Reading: (4 minutes) Deuteronomy 19:1-14 (th study 10) 

 



�
TREASURES
FROM GOD’S WORD�������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������

“Human Life Is Precious to Jehovah”:
(10 min.)

Spiritual Gems: (10 min.)
De 21:19—Why was the local court situat-
ed at the gate of a city? (it-1 518 ˚1)

What spiritual gems from this week’s
Bible reading would you like to share
regarding Jehovah, the field ministry,
or something else?

Bible Reading: (4 min.) De 19:1-14 (10)

�
APPLY YOURSELF
TO THE FIELD MINISTRY������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������

Initial Call: (3 min.) Begin with the sample
conversation. Overcome a common ob-
jection. (12)

Return Visit: (4 min.) Begin with the sample
conversation. Introduce (but do not play)
the videoWhy Study the Bible? (6)

Bible Study: (5 min.) bhs 138 ˚8 (13)

�
LIVING
AS CHRISTIANS������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������

Song 37
“Walk on Your Way in Safety”: (15 min.) Dis-
cussion. Play the video (video category THE
BIBLE). Then ask the following questions:
Why should we act safely? What specific
things can we do to be safety conscious?

Congregation Bible Study: (30 min.)
rr chap. 11 ˚9-17

JULY 26 –AUGUST 1 � DEUTERONOMY 19 - 21

Song 141 and Prayer � Opening Comments (1 min.)

Concluding Comments (3 min.) � Song 108 and Prayer 7

Cities of refuge were easy to access (De 19:2, 3;
w17.11 14 ˚4)

Cities of refuge helped to protect the Israelites
from bloodguilt (De 19:10; w17.11 15 ˚9)

Hating our brother can lead to bloodguilt
(De 19:11-13; it-1 344)

ASK YOURSELF, ‘What are some ways to
demonstrate that I have Jehovah’s viewpoint
of life?’

� Human Life Is Precious to Jehovah
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Cover picture: Moses teaches God’s people a song that honors Jehovah Vol. 6, No. 716

AUGUST 23 - 29

� Being Courageous Is Not Too Difficult

Courage is the quality of being strong, bold, and valiant. It does not
mean never being afraid. Rather, it means taking action in spite of our
fears. Jehovah is the Source of true courage. (Ps 28:7) How can young
ones demonstrate courage?

WATCH THE VIDEO DRAMATIZATION IMITATE, NOT THE COWARDS, BUT
THE COURAGEOUS! AND THEN ANSWER THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS:

˙ What situations faced by youths require courage?

��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������

˙ What Bible accounts inspire courage?
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˙ How do we and observers benefit from our displaying courage?

��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������

SAMPLE CONVERSATIONS

Initial Call
��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
Question: How do we know that our suffering
is not punishment from God?
Scripture: Jas 1:13
Link: Why do we suffer?

* FIND THIS SCRIPTURE IN THE TEACHING TOOLBOX:

˙ bhs 9 ˚7

Return Visit
��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
Question: Why do we suffer?
Scripture: 1Jo 5:19
Link: How does God feel about our suffering?

* FIND THIS SCRIPTURE IN THE TEACHING TOOLBOX:

˙ bhs 117 ˚7



8 We have learned that life is a precious gift. Jeho-
vah trusts that we will do our best never to endanger
our own life or the lives of others. We do this by the
way we drive our car, motorbike, or other vehicle.
We avoid dangerous or violent sports. (Psalm 11:5)
We also do our best to make our home safe. Jeho-
vah commanded the Israelites: “If you build a new
house, you must also make a parapet [or, low wall]
for your roof, so that you may not bring bloodguilt
on your house because of someone falling from it.”
—Deuteronomy 22:8.

9 Even the way we treat animals is important to Je-
hovah. He allows us to kill animals for food and for
clothing, and he permits us to kill an animal if it
threatens our life. (Genesis 3:21; 9:3; Exodus 21:28)
But we cannot be cruel to animals or kill them just for
sport.—Proverbs 12:10.

RESPECT THE HOLINESS OF LIFE
10 Blood is holy to Jehovah because blood repre-

sents life. After Cain murdered Abel, Jehovah told
Cain: “Your brother’s blood is crying out to me from
the ground.” (Genesis 4:10) Abel’s blood represented
his life, and Jehovah punished Cain for killing Abel.
After the Flood of Noah’s day, Jehovah again showed
that blood represents life. Jehovah gave Noah and his
family permission to eat the flesh of animals. He said:

8. What will we do to make sure that we don’t endanger our own
life or the lives of others?
9. How should we treat animals?
10. How do we know that blood represents life?

138 WHAT CAN THE BIBLE TEACH US?
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37 Serving JehovahWhole-Souled
(Matthew 22:37)

O Je - ho - vah, Sov - ’reign Rul - er,
Fa - ther, all your works ex - alt you.

You are the one I love and o - bey.
Earth, moon, and stars your glo - ry pro - claim.

You de - serve my full de - vo - tion;
May I al - so be as faith - ful,

You are my God; I’ll serve you each day.
Us - ing my strength to make known your name.
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Serving Jehovah Whole -Souled

Chorus

(See also Deut. 6:15; Ps. 40:8; 113:1-3; Eccl. 5:4; John 4:34.)

Your com - mands I loy - al - ly fol - low;
May I use my whole life to serve you,

How I love re - mind - ers from you!
Prov - ing to be loy - al and true.

O Je - ho - vah, you are wor - thy;

Whole - souled de - vo - tion I give to you.
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TREASURES
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“Human Life Is Precious to Jehovah”:
(10 min.)

Spiritual Gems: (10 min.)
De 21:19—Why was the local court situat-
ed at the gate of a city? (it-1 518 ˚1)

What spiritual gems from this week’s
Bible reading would you like to share
regarding Jehovah, the field ministry,
or something else?

Bible Reading: (4 min.) De 19:1-14 (10)

�
APPLY YOURSELF
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Initial Call: (3 min.) Begin with the sample
conversation. Overcome a common ob-
jection. (12)

Return Visit: (4 min.) Begin with the sample
conversation. Introduce (but do not play)
the videoWhy Study the Bible? (6)

Bible Study: (5 min.) bhs 138 ˚8 (13)

�
LIVING
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Song 37
“Walk on Your Way in Safety”: (15 min.) Dis-
cussion. Play the video (video category THE
BIBLE). Then ask the following questions:
Why should we act safely? What specific
things can we do to be safety conscious?

Congregation Bible Study: (30 min.)
rr chap. 11 ˚9-17

JULY 26 –AUGUST 1 � DEUTERONOMY 19 - 21

Song 141 and Prayer � Opening Comments (1 min.)

Concluding Comments (3 min.) � Song 108 and Prayer 7

Cities of refuge were easy to access (De 19:2, 3;
w17.11 14 ˚4)

Cities of refuge helped to protect the Israelites
from bloodguilt (De 19:10; w17.11 15 ˚9)

Hating our brother can lead to bloodguilt
(De 19:11-13; it-1 344)

ASK YOURSELF, ‘What are some ways to
demonstrate that I have Jehovah’s viewpoint
of life?’

� Human Life Is Precious to Jehovah

https://www.jw.org/en/library/videos/#en/mediaitems/VODBiblePrinciples/pub-mwbv_201911_4_VIDEO


8 Jehovah’s sense of justice is further evident in that he
gives due warning before he acts. Ezekiel began his work some
six years before the Babylonian army destroyed Jerusalem.
But Ezekiel was not the first to warn God’s people that they
would be held accountable. For more than a century prior to
the destruction of Jerusalem, Jehovah sent the prophets Ho-
sea, Isaiah, Micah, Oded, and Jeremiah to act as watchmen.
Jehovah had Jeremiah remind the Israelites: “I appointed
watchmenwho said, ‘Pay attention to the sound of the horn!’”
(Jer. 6:17) Neither Jehovah nor those watchmen could be
held accountable for the lives lost when the Babylonians final-
ly executed Jehovah’s judgment.

9 Love: Jehovah displayed loyal love by sending his watch-
men to warn not only the righteous but also the wicked—the
very ones who broke his heart and tarnished his reputation.
Just think—the Israelites were known as Jehovah’s people,
but they repeatedly turned their backs on him and ran after
false gods! Jehovah conveyed the depth of his emotional pain
at this betrayal by likening the nation to an adulterous wife.
(Ezek. 16:32) Even so, Jehovah did not give up on them
quickly. He sought reconciliation, not revenge. He wielded
the sword of judgment as a last resort, not a first response.
Why? He told Ezekiel: “I take no pleasure in the death of the

Do we see people the way
Jehovah sees them?
SEE PARAGRAPH 10

8. What do prophetic warn-
ings teach us about Jehovah’s
justice?

9. How did Jehovah display
loyal love?



wicked, but rather that someone wicked changes his way and
keeps living.” (Ezek. 33:11) That was how Jehovah felt back
then, and it is how Jehovah feels today.—Mal. 3:6.

10 What can we learn from the just and loving way that Je-
hovah dealt with the Israelites? One lesson is that we must
view the people to whom we preach, not as part of a face-
less crowd, but as unique individuals. What a mistake it would
be to prejudge a person as unworthy of hearing the message
we bear because of his past conduct or because of his ethnic,
tribal, economic, or language background! Jehovah taught
the apostle Peter a lesson that resonates today: “God is not
partial, but in every nation the man who fears him and does
what is right is acceptable to him.”—Acts 10:34, 35.

11 Another key lesson is that we need to keep a close eye on
ourselves; past righteous works do not excuse current wrong-
doing. We do well to remember that we have the same sin-
ful tendencies as do those to whom we preach. The counsel
that the apostle Paul gave to the Corinthian congregation ap-
plies equally to us: “Let the one who thinks he is standing
beware that he does not fall. No temptation has come upon
you except what is common to men.” (1 Cor. 10:12, 13) Nev-
er would we want to be one who “trusts in his own righteous-
ness,” thinking that we can do wrong with impunity because
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10, 11. What lessons can we
learn from Jehovah’s dealings
with his people?

˙ ˙ ˙

11A SOME EXEMPLARY
WATCHMEN
These watchmen faced opposition, remained loyal,
and announced both warnings and good news.

Isaiah 778–c. 732 B.C.E.

Jeremiah 647-580 B.C.E.

Ezekiel 613–c. 591 B.C.E.

John the Baptist 29-32 C.E.

Jesus 29-33 C.E.

Paul c. 34–c. 65 C.E.

C. T. Russell and His
Associates c. 1879-1919

The Faithful Slave
1919–Today

ANC IENT ISRAEL F IRST CENTURY MODERN TIMES



we also do good works. (Ezek. 33:13) No matter how long we
have been serving Jehovah, it is vital that we maintain a hum-
ble, obedient attitude.

12 What, though, if we have committed serious sins in the
past but now feel remorse? From Ezekiel’s message, we learn
that Jehovah will punish unrepentant wrongdoers. However,
we also learn that Jehovah is primarily a God of love, not
vengeance. (1 John 4:8) If we prove by our actions that we
are repentant, we should never feel that our sins are beyond
God’s mercy. (Jas. 5:14, 15) Jehovah was willing to forgive
the spiritually adulterous Israelites, and he is willing to for-
give us.—Ps. 86:5.

“Speak to the Sons of Your People”
13 Read Ezekiel 33:2, 3. What sort of message were Jeho-

vah’s watchmen to declare? A vital part of their work was to
proclaim warnings. But they also delivered good news. Con-
sider some examples.

14 Isaiah, who served from about 778 to 732 B.C.E., warned
that the Babylonians would capture Jerusalem and take its
inhabitants into exile. (Isa. 39:5-7) But he was also inspired
to write: “Listen! Your watchmen raise their voice. In unison
they shout joyfully, for they will see it clearly when Jehovah
gathers back Zion.” (Isa. 52:8) Isaiah proclaimed the best of
news—true worship would be restored!

15 Jeremiah, who served from 647 to 580 B.C.E., is often
unjustly labeled a “calamity howler.” Without a doubt, he did
an outstanding job of warning the wicked Israelites of the ca-
lamities that Jehovah would bring on them.[1] But he also
proclaimed good news, foretelling the return of God’s peo-
ple to their land and the restoration of pure worship there.
—Jer. 29:10-14; 33:10, 11.

16 Ezekiel was appointed as a watchman in 613 B.C.E., and
he remained at his post at least until 591 B.C.E. As Chap-
ters 5 and 6 of this publication discussed, Ezekiel zealously
warned the people of Israel of the destruction that would de-
scend on them, clearing himself of any bloodguilt for the
lives that would be lost. In the process, he not only warned
the exiles that Jehovah would punish apostates in Jerusalem
but also helped to keep the captives in Babylon spiritually
alive and fit for future work. At the end of the 70-year exile,
Jehovah would plant a remnant in the restored land of Isra-
el. (Ezek. 36:7-11) This remnant would mainly be made up of

“ I HAVE APPOINTED YOU AS A WATCHMAN” 125

[1] The word “calamity” occurs some
60 times in the book of Jeremiah.

12. If we committed serious
sins in the past, what should
we remember?

13, 14. (a) What sort of mes-
sage were the watchmen to
declare? (b) What message
did Isaiah deliver?

15. What message did Jeremi-
ah proclaim?

16. How did Ezekiel’s message
benefit the captives in Bab-
ylon?

F O O T N O T E



the children and grandchildren of those who paid attention
to Ezekiel. As the other chapters in Section 3 of this publi-
cation highlight, Ezekiel had much good news to share, con-
firming that pure worship would be restored in Jerusalem.

17 Were these prophets who spoke to God’s people in the pe-
riod surrounding the destruction of Jerusalem in 607 B.C.E.
the only ones whom Jehovah has used to act as watchmen?
The answer is no. At each major junction in the outworking
of his purpose, Jehovah has appointed watchmen both to
warn the wicked and to announce good news.

Watchmen in the First Century
18 In the first century C.E., John the Baptist did the work

of a watchman. He warned those of the fleshly house of Is-
rael that they would soon be rejected. (Matt. 3:1, 2, 9-11) But
he did more. Jesus said that John was the foretold “messen-
ger” who had prepared the way for the Messiah. (Mal. 3:1;
Matt. 11:7-10) Part of that work included announcing good
news—“the Lamb of God,” Jesus, had arrived and would take
away “the sin of the world.”—John 1:29, 30.

19 Of all the watchmen, Jesus was the foremost. Like Eze-
kiel, he was sent by Jehovah to “the house of Israel.” (Ezek.
3:17; Matt. 15:24) Jesus warned that the fleshly nation of Is-
rael was soon to be rejected and that Jerusalem would be de-
stroyed. (Matt. 23:37, 38; 24:1, 2; Luke 21:20-24) But his pri-
mary work was to announce good news.—Luke 4:17-21.

20 While on earth, Jesus specifically told his disciples:
“Keep on the watch.” (Matt. 24:42) They obeyed his com-
mand and acted as watchmen, warning that Jehovah had re-
jected the fleshly house of Israel and the earthly city of Je-
rusalem. (Rom. 9:6-8; Gal. 4:25, 26) Like the watchmen who
went before them, they also had good news to declare. Their
message included the remarkable announcement that Gen-
tiles would now be included in the spirit-anointed Israel of
God and would enjoy the privilege of helping Christ restore
pure worship on earth.—Acts 15:14; Gal. 6:15, 16; Rev. 5:9, 10.

21 Among first-century watchmen, the apostle Paul set an
outstanding example. He took his responsibility seriously.
Like Ezekiel, he knew that he would be bloodguilty if he failed
to fulfill his assignment. (Acts 20:26, 27) Following the pat-
tern of other watchmen, Paul not only warned others but also
proclaimed good news. (Acts 15:35; Rom. 1:1-4) In fact, un-
der the guidance of holy spirit, he quoted the prophecy re-
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17. When has Jehovah
appointed watchmen?

18. What work did John the
Baptist do?

19, 20. How did Jesus and his
disciples act as watchmen?

21. What example did
Paul set?



°

¢

°

¢

°

¢

°

¢

44

44

&## D G/B A7 D Bm

?##

&## Gma7 G/A A7 D A D/A A7 D/A A

?##

&## D A7/E D/F# Bb7

?##

&## D/A A7sus4 D/A A7 D/A A7

?##

œœ ™™ œœ
j
˙̇ œœ œœ ˙̇ œœ ™™ œœ

j
œœ œœ

œœ ™™ œœJ œ̇ ™ œœ œœ ˙œJ ˙ œœ ™™ œœJ
œœ œœ œ

œœ œœ œœ ˙̇ œœ ™™ œœj œœ œœ œœ

œœ œœ œœ ˙̇ œœ ™
™ œœJ

œœ œœ œœ

œœ ™™ œœ
j

˙̇ œ ™œ ™ œœj œœn œœ œœ

œœ ™™ œœJ
˙̇ œœbb ™

™ œœJ
œœ œœ œœ

œœ# ™™ œœ
j

˙̇ œœ ™™ œœj œœ œœ œœ

œœnn ™
™

œœ
j

˙̇ œœ ™™ œœ
j œ œ œœœ œ

108 God’s Loyal Love
(Isaiah 55:1-3)

Loy - al love! God is love. We can sense his
Loy - al love! God is love. All his works give
Loy - al love! God is love. May his spir - it

care from a - bove. God by means of his
proof of his love. Love Je - ho - vah has
move us to love. As we loy - al - ly

pre - cious Son Paid the ran - som for
fur - ther shown, Giv - ing Je - sus the
help the meek, God’s com - mand - ments they

ev - ’ry - one, Giv - ing hope that we
king - ly throne. God’s own pur - pose has
learn to keep. We are serv - ing with
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God’s Loyal Love

Chorus

(See also Ps. 33:5; 57:10; Eph. 1:7.)

might pos - sess Life e - ter - nal and
come to pass. See! His King - dom is
god - ly fear, Preach - ing bold - ly for

hap - pi - ness.
here at last!
all to hear.

Hey there, all you thirst - y ones,

Come and drink life’s wa - ter free. Yes, come drink, you

thirst - y ones; God’s loy - al love you’ll see.
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73 Grant Us Boldness
(Acts 4:29)

As we tell a - bout the King - dom, As we
E - ven though we may be fear - ful, You re -

wit - ness for your name, There are
mem - ber we are dust. Your as -

man - y who op - pose us And who try to bring us shame.
sur - ance to sup - port us Is a prom - ise we can trust.

But in - stead of fear - ing
Give at - ten - tion to the
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Grant Us Boldness

Chorus

men, It’s real - ly you we must o -
threats Of those who per - se - cute and

bey. So we beg you now for your spir - it; O Je -
blame. May you help us all to con - tin - ue As we

ho - vah, hear what we pray.
bold - ly speak in your name.

Grant us bold - ness as we wit - ness;

Help us o - ver - come our fear. Give us
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Grant Us Boldness

(See also 1 Thess. 2:2; Heb. 10:35.)

con - fi - dence and cour - age So that all the world may hear.

Ar - ma - ged - don draws ev - er near, But un -

til that great day is here, Grant us bold - ness as we wit - ness.

This is our prayer.



THE apostle Paul encouraged Timothy and by extension
all Christians to accomplish their ministry fully. (2 Tim.
4:5) All of us take Paul’s counsel seriously. Yet, there are
challenges. For many of our brothers and sisters, it takes
real courage to share in the preaching work. (2 Tim. 4:2)
Think, for example, of our brothers who live in lands
where our work is restricted or even banned. They share
in the ministry at the risk of their freedom!

2 Jehovah’s people must deal with a variety of prob-
lems that could dishearten them. For instance, many
have to work long hours just to provide the basic neces-
sities for their family. They would like to do more in the
ministry, but they have little energy at the end of the
week. Others are severely limited inwhat they can do be-
cause of chronic illness or advancing age; they may even
be confined to their home. Still others are constantly
plagued by feelings of worthlessness. Mary,� a sister who
lives in the Middle East, says: “It takes so much effort to
fight my negative feelings that I’m left emotionally ex-
hausted. Then I feel guilty because it takes time and en-
ergy away from my ministry.”

3 Regardless of our circumstances, Jehovah can em-
power us to cope with personal challenges and still serve
him to the extent that our circumstances allow. Before
we consider how Jehovah can help us, let us examine
how he strengthened Paul and Timothy to accomplish
their ministry despite challenges.

� Name has been changed.

1-2. What challenges do many Witnesses face?
3. What will we consider in this article?

STUDY
ARTICLE 21

Jehovah Will Give
You Strength

“When I am weak, then I am powerful.”—2 COR. 12:10.

SONG 73
Grant Us Boldness

PREVIEW

We are living in challenging
times, but Jehovah pro-
vides the help we need to
endure them. In this arti-
cle, we will consider how
Jehovah helped the apos-
tle Paul and Timothy to
continue serving him
despite their problems.
We will discuss four provi-
sions Jehovah has made
available to help us endure
today.

20



STRENGTH TO ACCOMPLISH
THE PREACHING WORK

4 Paul faced many challenges. He es-
pecially needed strength when he was
beaten, stoned, and imprisoned. (2 Cor.
11:23-25) Paul openly admitted that
he at times battled negative emotions.
(Rom. 7:18, 19, 24) He also endured “a
thorn in the flesh” of some sort, which
he desperately wanted God to remove.
—2 Cor. 12:7, 8.

5 Jehovah empowered Paul to carry
out his ministry despite all the chal-
lenges he faced. Consider what Paul ac-
complished. For example, while he was
housebound—in custody in Rome—he
zealously defended the good news be-
fore Jewish leaders and perhaps before
government officials. (Acts 28:17; Phil.
4:21,22) He also preached to many in the
Praetorian Guard, and he witnessed to
all who visited him. (Acts 28:30, 31; Phil.
1:13) During that same time, Paul wrote
inspired letters that benefit true Chris-

4. What challenges did Paul face?
5. What did Paul accomplish despite the chal-
lenges he faced?

tians to this day. Furthermore, Paul’s ex-
ample strengthened the congregation in
Rome, which resulted in his brothers’
having “all the more courage to speak
the word of God fearlessly.” (Phil. 1:14)
Although at times Paul was limited in
what he could do, he made the most of
his situation, and it “actually turned out
for the advancement of the good news.”
—Phil. 1:12.

6 Paul realized that everything he did
in Jehovah’s service was with God’s
strength, not his own. He acknowledged
that God’s power was “made perfect in
weakness.” (Read 2 Corinthians 12:9,
10.) By means of His holy spirit, Jeho-
vah gave Paul the power to accomplish
his ministry fully—despite the perse-
cution, imprisonment, and other chal-
lenges he faced.

7 Timothy, Paul’s younger companion,
also had to rely on God’s power to carry
out his ministry. Timothy accompanied

6. According to 2 Corinthians 12:9, 10, what en-
abled Paul to accomplish his ministry?
7. What challenges did Timothy have to overcome
in order to accomplish his ministry?

What enabled Paul and Timothy
to carry out their ministry?
(See paragraphs 5-7)
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Paul on long missionary journeys.
Moreover, Paul sent him on additional
trips to visit and encourage congrega-
tions. (1 Cor. 4:17) Timothy may have
felt inadequate. Perhaps that is why Paul
admonished him: “Never let anyone look
down on your youth.” (1 Tim. 4:12) Fur-
thermore, during this time,Timothy had
his own thorn in the flesh—“frequent
cases of sickness.” (1 Tim. 5:23) But
Timothy knew that Jehovah’s powerful
holy spirit would give him the strength
he needed to preach the good news and
serve his brothers.—2 Tim. 1:7.

STRENGTH TO REMAIN FAITHFUL
DESPITE CHALLENGES

8 Today, Jehovah gives his people
“power beyond what is normal” so that
they can continue to serve him faith-
fully. (2 Cor. 4:7) Let us consider four
provisions Jehovah makes available to
strengthen us and to help us remain
faithful to him: prayer, the Bible, Chris-
tian association, and our ministry.

9 Strengthened through prayer. As re-
corded at Ephesians 6:18, Paul encour-
ages us to pray to God “on every occa-
sion.” In response, God will strengthen
us. Jonnie, who lives in Bolivia, experi-
enced that support when he underwent
a series of trials. His wife and both of his
parents became seriously ill at the same
time. Jonnie struggled to care for the
needs of the three of them. His moth-
er died, and it took a long time for his
wife and father to recover from their
illnesses. Looking back, Jonnie says,

8. How does Jehovah strengthen his people to-
day?
9. How can prayer help us?

“When I was under extreme pressure,
what always helped me was to be specif-
ic in my prayers.” Jehovah gave Jonnie
the strength he needed to endure. Ron-
ald, an elder in Bolivia, learned that his
mother had cancer. She died a month
later. What helped him to cope? He
says: “Praying to Jehovah allows me to
pour my heart out and vent my feelings.
I know that he understands me better
than anybody, even better than I un-
derstand myself.” At times, we may feel
overwhelmed or unsure about what we
should pray for. But Jehovah invites us
to pray to him even if we find it hard
to put our thoughts and feelings into
words.—Rom. 8:26, 27.

10 Strengthened by means of the Bible.
Just as Paul relied on the Scriptures
for strength and comfort, we too can
rely on them. (Rom. 15:4) As we read
God’s Word and meditate on it, Jehovah
can use his spirit to help us understand
better how the Scriptures apply to our
situation. (Read Hebrews 4:12.) Ron-
ald, mentioned earlier, says: “I’m grate-
ful that I cultivated the habit of reading
a portion of the Bible every night. I med-
itate a lot on Jehovah’s qualities and his
loving dealings with his servants. This
helps me to regain my power.”

11 We can develop the right attitude
about our circumstances by meditating
on God’s Word. Consider how the Bi-
ble benefited a grieving widow. An elder
suggested that she could learn helpful

10. As indicated at Hebrews 4:12, why is reading
the Bible and meditating on what we read so im-
portant?
11. How did the Bible strengthen a distressed sis-
ter?



Jehovah strengthens us by means of
(1) prayer, (2) the Bible, (3) Christian
association, and (4) the ministry
(See paragraphs 9-10, 12, 14)

1

2

3

4
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lessons from reading the book of Job.
As she did, she was at first quick to
criticize Job for his wrong thinking. In
her imagination she warned him: “Job!
Don’t be so negative!” But then she real-
ized that her attitude had been very sim-
ilar to that of Job.This helped her to re-
adjust her viewpoint and strengthened
her to cope with the pain of losing her
husband.

12 Strengthened by means of Christian
association. Another way that Jeho-
vah strengthens Christians is by means
of fellow worshippers. Paul wrote that
he was longing to have “an interchange
of encouragement” with his spiritu-
al brothers and sisters. (Rom. 1:11, 12)
Mary, mentioned earlier, treasures such
association. She says: “Jehovah has
used brothers and sisters who were not
even aware of my struggles. They said
something encouraging or sent a card,
and it was exactly what I needed. It
also helps to open up to other sisters
who have had similar struggles and learn
from their experiences. And the elders
always make me feel that I am a valuable
part of the congregation.”

13 One of the best places to encour-
age one another is at congregation meet-
ings. When you attend meetings, why
not take the initiative to strengthen
others with sincere expressions of af-
fection and appreciation? For example,
before one meeting an elder named Pe-
ter said to a sister with an unbelieving
mate: “You cannot imagine how encour-

12. How does Jehovah strengthen us by means of
fellow worshippers?
13. How can we strengthen one another at con-
gregation meetings?

aging it is to see you here. You always
have your six children ready and pre-
pared with comments.” Her eyes filled
with tears of gratitude as she replied:
“You have no idea howmuch I needed to
hear that today.”

14 Strengthened by means of the minis-
try.Whenwe share Bible truthswith oth-
ers, we feel refreshed and invigorated,
whether they respond positively or not.
(Prov. 11:25) A sister named Stacy expe-
rienced how strengthening the ministry
can be. When a family member was dis-
fellowshipped, she was distraught, and
she kept asking herself, ‘Could I have
done more to help?’ Stacy could bare-
ly think of anything else. What helped
her to cope with this distressing situa-
tion? The ministry! As she engaged in
the preaching work, she began to focus
on the people in the territory who need-
ed her help. She says: “During that time,
Jehovah gave me a Bible student who
made rapid progress. That encouraged
me greatly.The most stabilizing factor in
my life is to get out in the ministry.”

15 Because of their circumstances,
some may feel that they are not able
to do much in the ministry. If that is
how you feel, remember that Jehovah is
pleased if you do your best. Consider
again the example of Mary. When she
moved to a foreign-language field, she
felt very limited. She says, “For some
time, all I could do was offer a sim-
ple comment or read a Bible verse or
give a tract in service.” This left her
feeling inadequate in comparison with

14. How does sharing in the ministry affect us?
15. What do you learn from Mary’s comments?



fluent speakers. However, she adjusted
her point of view. She began to real-
ize that Jehovah could use her despite
her limited abilities. She says, “The life-
saving truths are elegantly simple, and
those truths are what change people’s
lives.”

16 Jehovah sees and appreciates our
desire to share in the ministry even if we
are housebound. He can open opportu-
nities for us to give a witness to caregiv-
ers or medical personnel. If we compare
our present activity with what we were
able to do in the past, we may become
discouraged. But if we recognize how
Jehovah is helping us now, we will have
the strength we need to endure any trial
with joy.

17 We do not know which of the seeds
of truth that we plant may take root
and start to grow. (Read Ecclesiastes
11:6.) For example, Barbara, a sister
in her 80’s, regularly witnesses by tele-
phone and by letter. In one of her let-
ters, she enclosed The Watchtower of
March 1, 2014, with the article “What

16. What can help those who are housebound to
gain strength?
17. According to Ecclesiastes 11:6, why should we
continue in our ministry even if we do not see im-
mediate results?

God Has Done for You.” Unbeknownst
to her, she had sent the letter to a mar-
ried couple who were no longer Jeho-
vah’s Witnesses.They read the magazine
over and over. The husband felt as if
Jehovah were speaking directly to him.
The couple started to attend meetings
and eventually became active Witnesses
again—after more than 27 years. Just
imagine how encouraged and strength-
ened Barbara was to see such positive
results from that one letter!

18 Jehovah provides us with ample op-
portunity to receive his abundant pow-
er. When we use his provisions—such
as prayer, the Bible, Christian associa-
tion, and the ministry—we show that we
trust in Jehovah’s ability and desire to
help us. Let us always rely on our heav-
enly Father, who delights “to show his
strength in behalf of those whose heart
is complete toward him.”—2 Chron.
16:9.

18. What can we do to benefit from God’s power?
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PICTURE DESCRIPTIONS Page 21: While under
house arrest in Rome, Paul writes letters to sever-
al congregations and preaches the message of
good news to his visitors. Timothy encourages the
brothers as he visits congregations.

HOW CAN WE GAIN STRENGTH THROUGH . . .

˛ prayer and Bible reading? ˛ Christian association? ˛ the ministry?

SONG 61
Forward, You Witnesses!
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(Luke 16:16)

Chorus

Firm and de - ter - mined in this time of the end, Pre -
Ser - vants of Jah do not seek a life of ease; The
God and his King - dom are mocked and pushed a - side; His

pared are God’s ser - vants the good news to de - fend. The
world and its rul - ers we do not try to please. Un -
great name is slan - dered, its ho - li - ness de - nied. Let’s

Dev - il has fought and op - posed them. With Je -
spot - ted at all times re - main - ing, Our in -
share in its sanc - ti - fi - ca - tion, And de -

ho - vah, they take their stand a - gainst him.
teg - ri - ty we will keep main - tain - ing.
clare it to ev - ’ry tribe and na - tion.

Then
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Forward,You Witnesses!

(See also Ex. 9:16; Phil. 1:7; 2 Tim. 2:3, 4; Jas. 1:27.)

for - ward, you Wit - ness - es, ev - er strong of heart! Re -

joice that in God’s work, you too may have a part! Go

tell far and wide that the Par - a - dise is near And that

soon all its bless - ings will be here.


