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NOVEMBER 2- 8 � EXODUS 39 - 40

˙ Song 89 and Prayer
˙ Opening Comments (1 min.)

TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD

APPLY YOURSELF TO THE FIELD MINISTRY

LIVING AS CHRISTIANS

˙ “Moses Carefully Followed Instructions”:
(10 min.)
Ex 39:32—Moses carefully followed Jehovah’s
instructions in the construction of the tabernacle
(w11 9/15 27 ˚13)
Ex 39:43—Moses personally inspected the com-
pleted tabernacle
Ex 40:1, 2, 16—Moses set up the tabernacle ac-
cording to Jehovah’s direction (w05 7/15 27 ˚3)

˙ Digging for Spiritual Gems: (10 min.)
Ex 39:34—What may explain how the Israelites
were able to obtain sealskins for the tabernacle?
(it-2 884 ˚3)

Ex 40:34—When the cloud began to cover the tent
of meeting, what did this indicate? (w15 7/15 21 ˚1)

What spiritual gems from this week’s Bible reading
would you like to share regarding Jehovah, the
field ministry, or something else?

˙ Bible Reading: (4 min. or less) Ex 39:1-21 (5)

˙ Initial Call Video: (4 min.) Discussion. Play the
video. Stop the video at each pause, and ask the
audience the questions that appear in the video.
Discuss how to remain neutral if the householder
wants to discuss political or social issues.

˙ Initial Call: (3 min. or less) Begin with the sample
conversation. Respond to a question from the
householder about your view of a political candidate
or issue. (12)

˙ Talk: (5 min. or less) w16.04 29 ˚8-10—Theme: How
Can We Maintain Christian Neutrality in Our Conver-
sations and Thinking? (14)

˙ Song 123
˙ Listen With Understanding (Mt 13:16): (15 min.)

Play the video (video category PROGRAMS AND
EVENTS). Then ask the following questions: Why do
we need to listen with understanding? What is the
meaning of Mark 4:23, 24? How can Hebrews 2:1 be
illustrated? How do we show that we are listening
with understanding?

˙ Congregation Bible Study: (30 min. or less)
jy chap. 139

˙ Concluding Comments (3 min. or less)
˙ Song 139 and Prayer

EXODUS 39-40 � Moses Carefully Followed Instructions

39:32, 43; 40:1, 2, 16

Moses conscientiously followed Jehovah’s detailed
instructions for the construction and setting up
of the tabernacle. We should likewise listen to any
instructions we receive from Jehovah’s organization
and obey promptly and wholeheartedly. This is true
even if it does not seem important to follow them
or we do not understand the reason for the instruc-
tions.—Lu 16:10.

Why should we listen to and carefully follow
instructions . . .
˙ during meetings for field service?

˙ regarding preparing for medical
emergencies?

˙ about disaster preparedness?
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89 Listen,Obey, and Be Blessed
(Luke 11:28)

If we have lis - tened to Christ, will we show it? His teach - ing
Our way of life, like a house, gives pro - tec - tion When it is
Just as a tree root - ed deep by the wa - ters Gives of its

shines as it shows us the way. It makes us
built on the rock, not on sand. If we ap -
fruit when each sea - son ar - rives, If we o -

hap - py to hear and to know it, But we’ll be
ply Je - sus’ lov - ing di - rec - tion, We’ll build a
bey as God’s own sons and daugh - ters, We’ll all be

blessed if we know and o - bey.
life which on bed - rock will stand.

blessed and en - joy end - less lives.
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Listen, Obey, and Be Blessed

Chorus

(See also Deut. 28:2; Ps. 1:3; Prov. 10:22; Matt. 7:24-27; Luke 6:47-49.)

Lis - ten, o - bey, and be blessed

When you hear God’s will ex - pressed.

If you’d be hap - py and en - ter his rest,

Lis - ten, o - bey, and be blessed.



estals around the courtyard, the
socket pedestals of the entrance
of the courtyard, and all the tent
pins of the tabernacle and all the
tent pinsa around the courtyard.

39 From the blue thread, the
purple wool, and the scar-

let material,b they made finely
woven garments for ministering
in the holy place. They made the
holy garments that were for Aar-
on, c just as Jehovah had com-
manded Moses.

2 He made the eph�odd of
gold, blue thread, purple wool,
scarlet material, and fine twisted
linen. 3 They hammered plates
of gold into thin sheets, and he
cut it into threads to work in
with the blue thread, the purple
wool, the scarlet material, and
the fine linen, and it was em-
broidered. 4 They made shoul-
der pieces for it that were at-
tached, and it was joined to them
at its two edges. 5 And the wo-
ven belt,� which was attached to
the eph�od for tying it secure-
ly in position,e was made of
the same material, of gold, blue
thread, purple wool, scarlet ma-
terial, and fine twisted linen, just
as Jehovah had commanded Mo-
ses.

6 Then they mounted the
onyx stones in gold settings,
and they engraved them with
the names of the sons of Isra-
el, as they would engrave a
seal.f 7 He placed them on the
shoulder pieces of the eph�-
od as memorial stones for the
sons of Israel, g just as Je-
hovah had commanded Moses.
8 Then he made the breast-
pieceh with the workmanship of
an embroiderer, like the work-
manship of the eph�od, out of
gold, blue thread, purple wool,
scarlet material, and fine twist-
ed linen. i 9 It was square when
doubled. They made the breast-

39:5, 20, 21 �Or “waistband.”

piece, which, when doubled, was
as long and as wide as the span
of the hand.� 10 They set four
rows of stones in it. The first
row was ruby, topaz, and em-
erald. 11 The second row was
turquoise, sapphire, and jas-
per. 12 The third row was lesh�-
em stone,� agate, and ame-
thyst. 13 And the fourth row
was chrys�o·lite, onyx, and jade.
They were mounted in settings
of gold. 14 The stones corre-
sponded to the names of the
12 sons of Israel, and the names
were engraved like a seal, each
name representing one of the
12 tribes.

15 Then they made wreathed
chains on the breastpiece, like
cords of pure gold.a 16 And
they made two settings of gold
and two rings of gold and at-
tached the two rings to the
two corners of the breastpiece.
17 After that they put the two
cords of gold through the two
rings at the corners of the
breastpiece. 18 Then they put
the two ends of the two cords
through the two settings and at-
tached them to the shoulder
pieces on the front of the eph�od.
19 Next they made two rings of
gold and set them at the two
ends on the inside edge of the
breastpiece, facing the eph�od.b
20 Then they made two more
rings of gold and put them on
the front of the eph�od, below
the shoulder pieces and above
the place where the woven belt�
joined the eph�od. 21 Finally,
they tied the breastpiece with a
blue cord from its rings to the
rings of the eph�od, in order to
keep the breastpiece in its place
on the eph�od, above the woven
belt,� just as Jehovah had com-
manded Moses.

39:9 �About 22.2 cm (8.75 in.). See
App. B14. 39:12 �An unidentified pre-
cious stone, possibly referring to am-
ber, hyacinth, opal, or tourmaline.

CHAP. 38
a Ex 27:19
��������������������

CHAP. 39
b Ex 35:23

c Ex 28:4, 5
Ex 29:5
Ex 35:10, 19

d Ex 28:6-8
Le 8:7

e Ex 29:5

f Ex 28:9, 10

g Ex 28:12

h Le 8:8

i Ex 28:15-21
��������������������

Second Col.
a Ex 28:22-25

b Ex 28:26-28

167 EXODUS 39:1-21



22 Then he made the sleeve-
less coat of the eph�od, woven
by a loom worker, all of blue
thread.a 23 The opening of the
sleeveless coat was in the middle
of it, like the opening of a coat
of mail. Its opening had a border
around it, so that it would not be
torn. 24 Next they made on the
hem of the sleeveless coat pome-
granates of blue thread, pur-
ple wool, and scarlet material,
twisted together. 25 And they
made bells of pure gold and put
the bells in between the pome-
granates all around the hem of
the sleeveless coat, in between
the pomegranates; 26 they al-
ternated a bell and a pomegran-
ate, a bell and a pomegranate, all
around the hem of the sleeveless
coat, which was used for minis-
tering, just as Jehovah had com-
manded Moses.

27 And they made the robes
of fine linen, woven by a loom
worker, for Aaron and his sons,b
28 and the turbanc of fine linen,
the ornamental headgeard of fine
linen, the linen shorts�e of fine
twisted linen, 29 and the sash
of fine twisted linen, blue thread,
purple wool, and scarlet materi-
al woven together, just as Jeho-
vah had commanded Moses.

30 Finally, they made the
shining plate, the holy sign of
dedication,� out of pure gold
and inscribed on it an inscrip-
tion as one would engrave a
seal: “Holiness belongs to Jeho-
vah.”f 31 They attached to it a
cord made from blue thread in
order to put it on the turban, just
as Jehovah had commanded Mo-
ses.

32 So all the work for the
tabernacle, the tent of meeting,
was completed, and the Israel-
ites did everything that Jehovah
had commanded Moses.g They
did just so.

39:28 �Or “undergarments.” 39:30
�Or “the holy diadem.”

33 Then they brought the tab-
ernaclea to Moses, the tentb and
all its utensils: its clasps,c its
panel frames,d its barse and its
pillars and its socket pedes-
tals;f 34 its covering of ram
skins dyed red,g its covering
of sealskins, the curtain for the
screen;h 35 the ark of the Testi-
mony and its poles i and the cov-
er; j 36 the table, all its uten-
silsk and the showbread; 37 the
lampstand of pure gold, its
lamps, l the row of lamps, and all
its utensilsm and the oil for light-
ing;n 38 the altaro of gold, the
anointing oil,p the perfumed in-
cense,q the screen�r for the en-
trance of the tent; 39 the altar
of coppers and its grating of cop-
per, its poles, t all its utensils,u
the basin and its stand;v 40 the
hanging curtains of the court-
yard, its pillars and its socket
pedestals,w the screen�x for the
entrance of the courtyard, its
tent cords and its tent pinsy and
all the utensils for the service
of the tabernacle, for the tent
of meeting; 41 the finely woven
garments for ministering in the
sanctuary, the holy garments for
Aaron the priest, z and the gar-
ments of his sons for serving as
priests.

42 According to all that Jeho-
vah had commanded Moses, that
was how the Israelites did all the
work.a 43 When Moses inspect-
ed all their work, he saw that
they had done it just as Jeho-
vah had commanded; and Moses
blessed them.

40 Then Jehovah said to Mo-
ses: 2 “On the first day

of the first month, you are to
set up the tabernacle, the tent
of meeting.b 3 Place the ark of
the Testimony in it, c and screen
off the Ark with the curtain.d
4 You are to bring the tablee in
and arrange the things that be-

39:38, 40 �Or “curtain.”

CHAP. 39
a Ex 28:31-35

b Ex 28:39, 40

c Ex 28:4

d Ex 29:8, 9

e Ex 28:42

f Ex 28:36, 37
Le 8:9

g Ex 25:40
Heb 8:5

��������������������

Second Col.
a Ex 36:8

b Ex 36:14

c Ex 36:18

d Ex 36:20

e Ex 36:31

f Ex 36:24

g Ex 36:19

h Ex 36:35

i Ex 37:1, 4

j Ex 37:6

k Ex 37:10, 16

l Ex 37:17, 23

m Ex 25:38

n Ex 35:27, 28

o Ex 37:25

p Ex 37:29

q Ex 30:34, 35

r Ex 36:37

s Ex 38:1, 4

t Ex 38:6

u Ex 38:30

v Ex 30:18
Ex 38:8

w Ex 38:9-11

x Ex 38:18

y Ex 38:20

z Ex 28:3

a Ex 35:10
Ex 36:1

��������������������

CHAP. 40
b Nu 7:1

c Ex 25:21

d Nu 4:5
Heb 9:3

e Ex 26:35

EXODUS 39:22–40:4 168



long on it and bring in the lamp-
standa and light its lamps.b
5 Then put the golden altar for
incensec before the ark of the
Testimony and put the screen�
for the entrance of the taberna-
cle in place.d

6 “You are to put the altar
of burnt offeringe before the en-
trance of the tabernacle, the tent
of meeting, 7 and place the ba-
sin between the tent of meet-
ing and the altar and put water
in it.f 8 Then set up the court-
yardg around it and put up the
screen�h for the entrance of the
courtyard. 9 Next you are to
take the anointing oil i and anoint
the tabernacle and all that is in
it, j and sanctify it and all its
utensils, so that it will become
something holy. 10 You are to
anoint the altar of burnt offering
and all its utensils and sanctify
the altar, so that it will become a
most holy altar.k 11 And anoint
the basin and its stand and sanc-
tify it.

12 “Then bring Aaron and his
sons near to the entrance of the
tent of meeting, and wash them
with water. l 13 And you are to
clothe Aaron with the holy gar-
mentsm and anoint himn and
sanctify him, and he will serve
as priest to me. 14 After that
bring his sons near, and clothe
them with robes.o 15 You are
to anoint them just as you
anointed their father,p so that
they will serve as priests to me,
and their anointing will serve
continually for them as a lasting
priesthood during their genera-
tions.”q

16 Moses did according to all
that Jehovah had commanded
him. r He did just so.

17 In the first month, in the
second year, on the first day of
the month, the tabernacle was
set up.s 18 When Moses set up

40:5, 8, 28 �Or “curtain.”

the tabernacle, he put its socket
pedestalsa down, set up the pan-
el frames,b put its barsc in, and
set up its pillars. 19 He spread
out the tentd over the tabernacle
and placed the coveringe of the
tent over it, just as Jehovah had
commanded Moses.

20 After that he took the Tes-
timonyf and put it into the Arkg

and placed the polesh on the Ark
and put the coveri on the Ark. j
21 He brought the Ark into
the tabernacle and put the cur-
taink of the screen in place and
screened off the ark of the Testi-
mony, l just as Jehovah had com-
manded Moses.

22 Next he put the tablem in
the tent of meeting on the
north side of the tabernacle out-
side the curtain, 23 and he ar-
ranged the row of breadn on it
before Jehovah, just as Jehovah
had commanded Moses.

24 He placed the lampstando

in the tent of meeting in front
of the table, on the south side
of the tabernacle. 25 He lit the
lampsp before Jehovah, just as
Jehovah had commanded Moses.

26 He next placed the golden
altarq in the tent of meeting be-
fore the curtain, 27 in order to
make perfumed incenser smoke
on it, s just as Jehovah had com-
manded Moses.

28 Then he put the screen�t
for the entrance of the taberna-
cle in place.

29 He placed the altar of
burnt offeringu at the entrance
of the tabernacle, the tent of
meeting, so that he might offer
up the burnt offeringv and the
grain offering on it, just as Jeho-
vah had commanded Moses.

30 He then placed the ba-
sin between the tent of meet-
ing and the altar and put wa-
ter in it for washing.w 31 Moses
and Aaron and his sons washed
their hands and their feet at it.

CHAP. 40
a Ex 25:31

Heb 9:2
b Ex 25:37
c Ex 30:1
d Ex 26:36
e Ex 38:1
f Ex 30:18
g Ex 27:9
h Ex 27:16

Ex 38:18
i Ex 30:23-25
j Le 8:10

Nu 7:1
k Ex 29:36, 37

Le 8:11
l Le 8:6
m Ex 29:5

Le 8:7
n Le 8:12

Ps 133:2
o Le 8:13
p Le 8:30
q Heb 7:11
r Ex 39:43

De 4:2
s Nu 7:1

Nu 9:15
��������������������

Second Col.
a Ex 36:24
b Ex 26:15
c Ex 36:31
d Ex 26:7
e Ex 26:14
f Ex 31:18
g Ex 25:22

Ex 37:1
h Ex 37:4

1Ki 8:8
i Ex 37:6

1Ch 28:11
j Le 16:2
k Ex 36:35

Heb 10:19, 20
l Heb 9:3
m Ex 37:10

Heb 9:2
n Ex 25:30

Mt 12:4
o Ex 37:17
p Ex 25:37

Ex 37:23
q Ex 30:1

Ex 37:25
r Ex 30:34, 35
s Ex 30:7
t Ex 26:36

Ex 36:37
u Ex 38:1
v Ex 29:38
w Ex 30:18

169 EXODUS 40:5-31



32 Whenever they went into the
tent of meeting or approached
the altar, they would wash, a just
as Jehovah had commanded Mo-
ses.

33 Finally he set up the court-
yardb around the tabernacle and
the altar and put up the screen�
for the entrance of the court-
yard.c

So Moses finished the work.
34 And the cloud began to cov-
er the tent of meeting, and Jeho-
vah’s glory filled the tabernacle.d
35 Moses was not able to go into

40:33 �Or “curtain.”

the tent of meeting because the
cloud remained over it, and Je-
hovah’s glory filled the taberna-
cle.a

36 And when the cloud lift-
ed from the tabernacle, the Is-
raelites would break camp dur-
ing all stages of their journey.b
37 However, if the cloud did
not lift up, then they would
not break camp until the day it
lifted.c 38 For Jehovah’s cloud
was over the tabernacle by day,
and a fire remained over it by
night in the sight of all the house
of Israel during all stages of
their journey.d

CHAP. 40
a Ex 30:18, 19

b Ex 27:9
Ex 38:9

c Ex 38:18

d Nu 9:15
Re 15:8

��������������������

Second Col.
a 2Ch 5:14

b Nu 10:11
Ne 9:19

c Nu 9:17, 22

d Ex 13:21
Nu 9:16
Ps 78:14

EXODUS 40:32–LEVITICUS Contents 170

LEVITICUS
O UT L I N E O F C O N T E N T S

1 The burnt offering (1-17)

2 The grain offering (1-16)

3 The communion offering (1-17)
Do not eat fat or blood (17)

4 The sin offering (1-35)

5 Specific sins and required
offerings (1-6)
Reporting sins of others (1)

Alternative offerings for the poor (7-13)
The guilt offering for unintentional
sins (14-19)

6 More on the guilt offering (1-7)
Instructions on offerings (8-30)

The burnt offering (8-13)
The grain offering (14-23)
The sin offering (24-30)

7 Instructions on offerings (1-21)
The guilt offering (1-10)
The communion offering (11-21)

Eating fat or blood forbidden (22-27)
The priestly share (28-36)
Conclusion on offerings (37, 38)

8 Installation of the Aaronic
priesthood (1-36)

9 Aaron makes installation offerings (1-24)

10 Fire from Jehovah kills Nadab and
Abihu (1-7)

Regulations for priests regarding
drinking and eating (8-20)

11 Clean and unclean animals (1-47)

12 Purification after childbirth (1-8)

13 Regulations about leprosy (1-46)
Leprosy on clothing (47-59)

14 Cleansing from leprosy (1-32)
Cleansing of infected houses (33-57)

15 Unclean genital discharges (1-33)

16 The Day of Atonement (1-34)

17 The tabernacle, the place for
sacrifices (1-9)

Eating of blood forbidden (10-14)
Regulations on animals found
dead (15, 16)

18 Unlawful sexual relations (1-30)
Do not imitate the Canaanites (3)
Various incestuous relations (6-18)
During menstruation (19)
Homosexual acts (22)
Bestiality (23)
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NOVEMBER 2- 8 � EXODUS 39 - 40

˙ Song 89 and Prayer
˙ Opening Comments (1 min.)

TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD

APPLY YOURSELF TO THE FIELD MINISTRY

LIVING AS CHRISTIANS

˙ “Moses Carefully Followed Instructions”:
(10 min.)
Ex 39:32—Moses carefully followed Jehovah’s
instructions in the construction of the tabernacle
(w11 9/15 27 ˚13)
Ex 39:43—Moses personally inspected the com-
pleted tabernacle
Ex 40:1, 2, 16—Moses set up the tabernacle ac-
cording to Jehovah’s direction (w05 7/15 27 ˚3)

˙ Digging for Spiritual Gems: (10 min.)
Ex 39:34—What may explain how the Israelites
were able to obtain sealskins for the tabernacle?
(it-2 884 ˚3)

Ex 40:34—When the cloud began to cover the tent
of meeting, what did this indicate? (w15 7/15 21 ˚1)

What spiritual gems from this week’s Bible reading
would you like to share regarding Jehovah, the
field ministry, or something else?

˙ Bible Reading: (4 min. or less) Ex 39:1-21 (5)

˙ Initial Call Video: (4 min.) Discussion. Play the
video. Stop the video at each pause, and ask the
audience the questions that appear in the video.
Discuss how to remain neutral if the householder
wants to discuss political or social issues.

˙ Initial Call: (3 min. or less) Begin with the sample
conversation. Respond to a question from the
householder about your view of a political candidate
or issue. (12)

˙ Talk: (5 min. or less) w16.04 29 ˚8-10—Theme: How
Can We Maintain Christian Neutrality in Our Conver-
sations and Thinking? (14)

˙ Song 123
˙ Listen With Understanding (Mt 13:16): (15 min.)

Play the video (video category PROGRAMS AND
EVENTS). Then ask the following questions: Why do
we need to listen with understanding? What is the
meaning of Mark 4:23, 24? How can Hebrews 2:1 be
illustrated? How do we show that we are listening
with understanding?

˙ Congregation Bible Study: (30 min. or less)
jy chap. 139

˙ Concluding Comments (3 min. or less)
˙ Song 139 and Prayer

EXODUS 39-40 � Moses Carefully Followed Instructions

39:32, 43; 40:1, 2, 16

Moses conscientiously followed Jehovah’s detailed
instructions for the construction and setting up
of the tabernacle. We should likewise listen to any
instructions we receive from Jehovah’s organization
and obey promptly and wholeheartedly. This is true
even if it does not seem important to follow them
or we do not understand the reason for the instruc-
tions.—Lu 16:10.

Why should we listen to and carefully follow
instructions . . .
˙ during meetings for field service?

˙ regarding preparing for medical
emergencies?

˙ about disaster preparedness?



November 2-8 / Exodus 39-40 

Treasures From God’s Word 

“Moses Carefully Followed Instructions”: (10 minutes) 

  

Exodus 39:32—Moses carefully followed Jehovah’s instructions in the construction of the 

tabernacle 

Exodus 39:32: So all the work for the tabernacle, the tent of meeting, was completed, and the 

Israelites did everything that Jehovah had commanded Moses. They did just so.  

w11 9/15 27 paragraph 13 

In contrast, Moses was “by far the meekest of all the men who were upon the surface of the ground.” 

(Numbers 12:3) He manifested his meekness and humility by his determination to follow Jehovah’s 

direction. (Exodus 7:6; 40:16) There is no indication that Moses often questioned Jehovah’s way of 

doing things or got annoyed at having to follow procedures that Jehovah set out. For example, 

Jehovah gave commands regarding the tabernacle construction down to the smallest detail, such as 

the color of the thread and the number of loops to be used in making the tent cloths. (Exodus 26:1-6) 

If a human overseer in God’s organization provides you with instructions that seem extremely detailed, 

you might at times feel frustrated. Jehovah, however, is a perfect overseer, who delegates generously 

and trusts his servants. When he gives many details, he does so for good reason. Take note, though, 

that Moses did not become irritated with Jehovah for giving that level of detail, as if Jehovah were 

demeaning him or stifling his creativity or freedom. Rather, Moses made sure that the workers “did 

just so” in following God’s directions. (Exodus 39:32) What a humble course! Moses recognized that it 

was Jehovah’s work and that he was just a tool being used to get that work done. 

  

Exodus 39:43—Moses personally inspected the completed tabernacle 

Exodus 39:43: When Moses inspected all their work, he saw that they had done it just as Jehovah had 

commanded; and Moses blessed them. 

 

 



Exodus 40:1, 2, 16—Moses set up the tabernacle according to Jehovah’s direction 

Exodus 40:1, 2: Then Jehovah said to Moses: “On the first day of the first month, you are to set up 

the tabernacle, the tent of meeting. 

Exodus 40:16: Moses did according to all that Jehovah had commanded him. He did just so. 

w05 7/15 27 paragraph 3 

“Moses as an attendant was faithful,” states Hebrews 3:5. What made the prophet Moses faithful? In 

the construction and setting up of the tabernacle, “Moses proceeded to do according to all that 

Jehovah had commanded him. He did just so.” (Exodus 40:16) As worshippers of Jehovah, we show 

faithfulness by obediently serving him. This certainly includes our remaining loyal to Jehovah while 

facing difficult tests or severe trials. However, success in dealing with big tests is not the sole factor 

that determines our faithfulness. “The person faithful in what is least is faithful also in much,” stated 

Jesus, “and the person unrighteous in what is least is unrighteous also in much.” (Luke 16:10) We must 

remain faithful even in seemingly small matters. 

Digging for Spiritual Gems 

Exodus 39:34—What may explain how the Israelites were able to obtain sealskins for the 

tabernacle? 

Exodus 39:34: its covering of ram skins dyed red, its covering of sealskins, the curtain for the screen; 

it-2 884 paragraph 3 

How Obtainable by Israelites. If the taʹchash of the Bible does designate a kind of seal, then a question 

may arise as to how it was possible for the Israelites to obtain sealskins. While seals are generally 

associated with Arctic and Antarctic regions, some seals favor warmer climates. Today a few monk 

seals still inhabit part of the Mediterranean Sea, as well as other warmer waters. Over the centuries 

man has greatly reduced the number of seals, and in Bible times these animals may have been 

abundant in the Mediterranean and in the Red Sea. As late as 1832 an English edition of Calmet’s 

Dictionary of the Holy Bible (page 139) observed: “On many of the small islands of the Red sea, 

around the peninsula of Sinai, are found seals.”—See also The Tabernacle’s Typical Teaching, by 

A. J. Pollock, London, page 47. 

  

 



Exodus 40:34—When the cloud began to cover the tent of meeting, what did this indicate? 

Exodus 40:34: And the cloud began to cover the tent of meeting, and Jehovah’s glory filled the 

tabernacle. 

w15 7/15 21 paragraph 1 

When the tabernacle was completed, a cloud “began to cover the tent of meeting, and Jehovah’s 

glory filled the tabernacle.” (Exodus 40:34) What a clear indication of Jehovah’s approval! How do you 

think Bezalel and Oholiab felt at that moment? Although their names were not engraved on their 

handiwork, they must have felt satisfaction in knowing that God’s blessing was on all their efforts. 

(Proverbs 10:22) In the years that followed, it surely warmed their hearts to see that their handiwork 

continued to be used in Jehovah’s service. When they come back to life in the new world, Bezalel and 

Oholiab will no doubt be thrilled to learn that the tabernacle was used in true worship for some 

500 years! 

What spiritual gems from this week’s Bible reading would you like to share regarding Jehovah, the 

field ministry, or something else? 

Bible Reading: (4 minutes or less) Exodus 39:1-21 (th study 5) 
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NOVEMBER 2- 8 � EXODUS 39 - 40

˙ Song 89 and Prayer
˙ Opening Comments (1 min.)

TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD

APPLY YOURSELF TO THE FIELD MINISTRY

LIVING AS CHRISTIANS

˙ “Moses Carefully Followed Instructions”:
(10 min.)
Ex 39:32—Moses carefully followed Jehovah’s
instructions in the construction of the tabernacle
(w11 9/15 27 ˚13)
Ex 39:43—Moses personally inspected the com-
pleted tabernacle
Ex 40:1, 2, 16—Moses set up the tabernacle ac-
cording to Jehovah’s direction (w05 7/15 27 ˚3)

˙ Digging for Spiritual Gems: (10 min.)
Ex 39:34—What may explain how the Israelites
were able to obtain sealskins for the tabernacle?
(it-2 884 ˚3)

Ex 40:34—When the cloud began to cover the tent
of meeting, what did this indicate? (w15 7/15 21 ˚1)

What spiritual gems from this week’s Bible reading
would you like to share regarding Jehovah, the
field ministry, or something else?

˙ Bible Reading: (4 min. or less) Ex 39:1-21 (5)

˙ Initial Call Video: (4 min.) Discussion. Play the
video. Stop the video at each pause, and ask the
audience the questions that appear in the video.
Discuss how to remain neutral if the householder
wants to discuss political or social issues.

˙ Initial Call: (3 min. or less) Begin with the sample
conversation. Respond to a question from the
householder about your view of a political candidate
or issue. (12)

˙ Talk: (5 min. or less) w16.04 29 ˚8-10—Theme: How
Can We Maintain Christian Neutrality in Our Conver-
sations and Thinking? (14)

˙ Song 123
˙ Listen With Understanding (Mt 13:16): (15 min.)

Play the video (video category PROGRAMS AND
EVENTS). Then ask the following questions: Why do
we need to listen with understanding? What is the
meaning of Mark 4:23, 24? How can Hebrews 2:1 be
illustrated? How do we show that we are listening
with understanding?

˙ Congregation Bible Study: (30 min. or less)
jy chap. 139

˙ Concluding Comments (3 min. or less)
˙ Song 139 and Prayer

EXODUS 39-40 � Moses Carefully Followed Instructions

39:32, 43; 40:1, 2, 16

Moses conscientiously followed Jehovah’s detailed
instructions for the construction and setting up
of the tabernacle. We should likewise listen to any
instructions we receive from Jehovah’s organization
and obey promptly and wholeheartedly. This is true
even if it does not seem important to follow them
or we do not understand the reason for the instruc-
tions.—Lu 16:10.

Why should we listen to and carefully follow
instructions . . .
˙ during meetings for field service?

˙ regarding preparing for medical
emergencies?

˙ about disaster preparedness?

https://www.jw.org/en/library/videos/#en/mediaitems/VODSampleConversations/pub-mwbv_202011_1_VIDEO
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and authorities,” we “speak injuriously
of no one.”—Titus 3:1, 2.

7 We obey God by never favoring any
candidate or political party over anoth-
er, regardless of whether they seem to
support or oppose our interests. How
might our neutrality be tested in this re-
gard? Suppose that a popular uprising
tries to oust an oppressive regime, one
under which God’s people have also suf-
fered. Although we would not march
with the protesters, might we be with
them in spirit? (Eph. 2:2) We must re-
main neutral not only in our words and
actions but also in our heart.

BE “CAUTIOUS” YET “INNOCENT”
8 A second key to maintaining our

neutrality is to be “cautious as serpents
and yet innocent as doves” when fac-
ing challenges. (Read Matthew 10:16,
17.) We show caution by recognizing
dangers early, and we remain innocent
by not letting them lead us into com-
promise. Consider some potential chal-
lenges and how we can deal with them.

9 Conversations.We must exercise cau-
tion when political issues are brought
up. For example, when presenting the
Kingdom message, avoid either praising
or criticizing the policies of a politi-
cal party or leader. Try to establish
common ground with the householder
by focusing on the underlying prob-
lem rather than on any proposed politi-
cal solution. Then, show from the Bi-
ble how God’s government will solve
the problem completely and perma-

7. What thinking must we avoid?
8. When it is difficult to remain neutral, how
can we be “cautious” yet “innocent”?
9. What must we be careful of when talking to
others?

nently. If such volatile issues as same-
sex marriage or abortion come up, de-
fend God’s standards and explain how
we follow these in our own lives. During
the discussion, remain strictly neutral
on the political aspects of these topics.
We take no position regarding what
laws should be enacted, repealed, or
changed, and we do not pressure others
to agree with our view.

10 The media. Information broadcast
as “news” is often presented in a biased
and opinionated way. The media some-
times functions as a tool of the political
system. News reports might be blatant-
ly slanted in lands with State-controlled
media, yet even Christians living in so-
called free countries must be careful
not to adopt the bias of a commentator.
Ask yourself, ‘Do I enjoy listening to
someone in the media because I agree
with his political leaning?’ If so, you
might look for a more objective source
of information. In any case, it is wise to
limit your intake from media sources
that promote a political agenda and to
test what you hear against “the stan-
dard of wholesome words” found in the
Bible.—2 Tim. 1:13.

11 Materialism. If we are attached to
our possessions, we risk compromising
our neutrality when we are under test.
Ruth, in Malawi, saw several Witnesses
do so when they were persecuted in the
1970’s. She recalls: “They could not give
up their comfortable life. Some went
into exile with us but later joined the

10. How can we make sure that we remain
neutral when we watch or read anything in the
media?
11. How might it be hard for us to remain neu-
tral when the things we own are very important
to us?
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123 Loyally Submitting to Theocratic Order
(1 Corinthians 14:33)

As Je - ho - vah’s peo - ple sound through - out the earth
God pro - vides his stew - ard and his ac - tive force.

Truths a - bout the King - dom and its price - less worth,
These will ev - er guide us in our Chris - tian course.

The - o - crat - ic or - der they must all o - bey
So may we be stead - fast, seek - ing God to please,

And re - main u - nit - ed, loy - al - ty dis - play.
Loy - al - ly pro - claim - ing all his wise de - crees!
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Loyally Submitting to Theocratic Order

Chorus

(See also Luke 12:42; Heb. 13:7, 17.)

Loy - al sub - mis - sion in rec - og - ni - tion,

This to our God we owe.

He gives pro - tec - tion, ten - der af - fec - tion,

Loy - al - ty to him we show.
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NOVEMBER 2- 8 � EXODUS 39 - 40

˙ Song 89 and Prayer
˙ Opening Comments (1 min.)

TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD

APPLY YOURSELF TO THE FIELD MINISTRY

LIVING AS CHRISTIANS

˙ “Moses Carefully Followed Instructions”:
(10 min.)
Ex 39:32—Moses carefully followed Jehovah’s
instructions in the construction of the tabernacle
(w11 9/15 27 ˚13)
Ex 39:43—Moses personally inspected the com-
pleted tabernacle
Ex 40:1, 2, 16—Moses set up the tabernacle ac-
cording to Jehovah’s direction (w05 7/15 27 ˚3)

˙ Digging for Spiritual Gems: (10 min.)
Ex 39:34—What may explain how the Israelites
were able to obtain sealskins for the tabernacle?
(it-2 884 ˚3)

Ex 40:34—When the cloud began to cover the tent
of meeting, what did this indicate? (w15 7/15 21 ˚1)

What spiritual gems from this week’s Bible reading
would you like to share regarding Jehovah, the
field ministry, or something else?

˙ Bible Reading: (4 min. or less) Ex 39:1-21 (5)

˙ Initial Call Video: (4 min.) Discussion. Play the
video. Stop the video at each pause, and ask the
audience the questions that appear in the video.
Discuss how to remain neutral if the householder
wants to discuss political or social issues.

˙ Initial Call: (3 min. or less) Begin with the sample
conversation. Respond to a question from the
householder about your view of a political candidate
or issue. (12)

˙ Talk: (5 min. or less) w16.04 29 ˚8-10—Theme: How
Can We Maintain Christian Neutrality in Our Conver-
sations and Thinking? (14)

˙ Song 123
˙ Listen With Understanding (Mt 13:16): (15 min.)

Play the video (video category PROGRAMS AND
EVENTS). Then ask the following questions: Why do
we need to listen with understanding? What is the
meaning of Mark 4:23, 24? How can Hebrews 2:1 be
illustrated? How do we show that we are listening
with understanding?

˙ Congregation Bible Study: (30 min. or less)
jy chap. 139

˙ Concluding Comments (3 min. or less)
˙ Song 139 and Prayer

EXODUS 39-40 � Moses Carefully Followed Instructions

39:32, 43; 40:1, 2, 16

Moses conscientiously followed Jehovah’s detailed
instructions for the construction and setting up
of the tabernacle. We should likewise listen to any
instructions we receive from Jehovah’s organization
and obey promptly and wholeheartedly. This is true
even if it does not seem important to follow them
or we do not understand the reason for the instruc-
tions.—Lu 16:10.

Why should we listen to and carefully follow
instructions . . .
˙ during meetings for field service?

˙ regarding preparing for medical
emergencies?

˙ about disaster preparedness?

https://www.jw.org/en/library/videos/#en/mediaitems/VODPgmEvtMorningWorship/pub-jwb_201706_10_VIDEO


Soon after Jesus’ baptism, he faced an ene-
my who was determined to cause him to fail
even before he began his ministry. Yes, the Dev-
il tried repeatedly to tempt Jesus. Later, Jesus
said about that evil one: “The ruler of the world
is coming, and he has no hold on me.”—John
14:30.

The apostle John foresaw in vision what lay
ahead for ‘the great dragon, the original ser-
pent, the one called Devil and Satan.’ That vi-
cious enemy of mankind would be cast out
of heaven, “having great anger, knowing that
he has a short period of time.” (Revelation 12:
9, 12) Christians have good reason to believe
that they are living during that “short period of
time” and that soon “the dragon, the original
serpent,” will be abyssed and inactive for 1,000
years while Jesus rules in God’s Kingdom.—Rev-
elation 20:1, 2.

During that period, what will occur on earth,
our home? Who will live here, and under what
conditions? Jesus himself pointed to the an-
swers. In his illustration of the sheep and the
goats, he showed what future awaits righ-
teous humans who are like sheep, who co-
operate with and do good toward Jesus’ broth-
ers. He also made clear what lies ahead for
those who do the opposite, those who are like
goats. Jesus said: “These [the goats] will de-
part into everlasting cutting-off, but the righ-
teous ones [the sheep] into everlasting life.”
—Matthew 25:46.

This helps us to understand Jesus’ words to
the criminal who was on the stake beside him.
Jesus did not hold out to that man the reward
that was promised to his faithful apostles, that
of being part of the Kingdom of the heavens.
Rather, Jesus promised the repentant evildoer:

JESUS BRINGS PARADISE AND FINISHES HIS ASSIGNMENT
1 CORINTHIANS 15:24-28

314

˙ THE OUTCOME FOR THE SHEEP AND THE GOATS
˙ MANY WILL ENJOY PARADISE ON EARTH

˙ JESUS PROVES TO BE THE WAY, THE TRUTH, THE LIFE
139



“Truly I tell you today, you will be with me in Par-
adise.” (Luke 23:43) Thus that man gained the
prospect of living in Paradise—a beautiful park,
or parklike garden. Logically, those today who
prove to be like sheep and who enter “into ever-
lasting life” will also be in that Paradise.

This harmonizes with the description that the
apostle John gave of conditions that will then
prevail on earth. He said: “The tent of God is
with mankind, and he will reside with them, and
they will be his people. And God himself will be
with them. And he will wipe out every tear from
their eyes, and death will be no more, neither
will mourning nor outcry nor pain be anymore.
The former things have passed away.”—Revela-
tion 21:3, 4.

In order for that criminal to enjoy life in Par-
adise, he will have to be raised from the dead.
And he will not be alone in experiencing a res-
urrection. Jesus made that clear when he said:
“The hour is coming in which all those in the me-
morial tombs will hear his voice and come out,
those who did good things to a resurrection of
life, and those who practiced vile things to a
resurrection of judgment.”—John 5:28, 29.

But what of the faithful apostles and the lim-
ited number of others who will be with Jesus in
heaven? The Bible says: “They will be priests
of God and of the Christ, and they will rule as
kings with him for the 1,000 years.” (Revelation

20:6) These who become corulers with Christ
will have been men and women on earth. So
they will certainly be compassionate and under-
standing heavenly rulers over those on earth.
—Revelation 5:10.

Jesus will apply his ransom sacrifice to hu-
mans on earth and lift from them the curse of
inherited sin. He and his corulers will raise faith-
ful mankind to perfection.Yes, humans will then
enjoy the life that God originally purposed for
them when he told Adam and Eve to multiply
and fill the earth. Even death that resulted from
Adam’s sin will be no more!

Thus, Jesus will have accomplished all that
Jehovah asked of him. At the end of his Thou-
sand Year Rule, Jesus will hand over the King-
dom and the perfected human family to his Fa-
ther. Regarding this marvelous act of humility
on Jesus’ part, the apostle Paul wrote: “When
all things will have been subjected to him, then
the Son himself will also subject himself to the
One who subjected all things to him, that God
may be all things to everyone.”—1 Corinthians
15:28.

Clearly, Jesus plays a vital role in accomplish-
ing God’s glorious purposes. And as those pur-
poses continue to unfold throughout eternity,
he will live up completely to the description he
gave of himself: “I am the way and the truth and
the life.”—John 14:6.

� What does the future hold for mankind’s great enemy, the Devil?
� Who will be able to enjoy Paradise, and under what conditions?
� By the end of the thousand years, what will Jesus have accomplished, and what will he then do?

316
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139 SeeYourself When All Is New
(Revelation 21:1-5)

Just see your - self, just see me too; Just see us
Now see your - self, and see me too; And look a -

all in a world that is new. Think how you’ll
head to a world that is new. No sight we

feel, how it will be, To live in
see, no sound we hear Will cause a -

peace, to be tru - ly free. No e - vil
larm or give rise to fear. All has come
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SeeYourself When All Is New

one will then pre - vail; Rule by our
true, just as he said; Now o - ver

God can - not ev - er fail. The
man - kind, his tent is spread. He

time will have come for a new earth - ly start, The
now will a - wak - en those sleep - ing in death; Their

song of our prais - es will pour out from our
voic - es will join ours with ev - ’ry grate - ful
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SeeYourself When All Is New

Chorus

(See also Ps. 37:10, 11; Isa. 65:17; John 5:28; 2 Pet. 3:13.)

heart:
breath: “We thank you, our God, for all you have

done. All things are new by the rule of your Son. The

full - ness of our heart o - ver - flows in our song; All

glo - ry and hon - or and praise to you be - long.”
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73 Grant Us Boldness
(Acts 4:29)

As we tell a - bout the King - dom, As we
E - ven though we may be fear - ful, You re -

wit - ness for your name, There are
mem - ber we are dust. Your as -

man - y who op - pose us And who try to bring us shame.
sur - ance to sup - port us Is a prom - ise we can trust.

But in - stead of fear - ing
Give at - ten - tion to the
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Grant Us Boldness

Chorus

men, It’s real - ly you we must o -
threats Of those who per - se - cute and

bey. So we beg you now for your spir - it; O Je -
blame. May you help us all to con - tin - ue As we

ho - vah, hear what we pray.
bold - ly speak in your name.

Grant us bold - ness as we wit - ness;

Help us o - ver - come our fear. Give us
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Grant Us Boldness

(See also 1 Thess. 2:2; Heb. 10:35.)

con - fi - dence and cour - age So that all the world may hear.

Ar - ma - ged - don draws ev - er near, But un -

til that great day is here, Grant us bold - ness as we wit - ness.

This is our prayer.



THE disciples Peter, Andrew, James, and John were
commercial fishermen. Imagine how surprised they were
to hear Jesus’ invitation: “Come after me, and I will
make you fishers of men.”� What was the response? The
Bible says: “At once they abandoned their nets and fol-
lowed him.” (Matt. 4:18-22) That decision would change
their lives forever. Instead of catching literal fish, they
would be “catching people alive.” (Luke 5:10, ftn.) To-
day, Jesus extends that same invitation to honesthearted
ones who love the truth. (Matt. 28:19, 20) Have you ac-
cepted Jesus’ invitation to become a fisher of men?

2 Perhaps you have progressed in your Bible study and
are at the point of deciding whether you want to be-
come a publisher of the good news. If you are unsure
about accepting Jesus’ invitation, do not be discour-
aged. Your hesitation likely means that you know just
how important this decision is. True, the Bible says that
Peter and his companions abandoned their literal nets
“at once.” However, Peter and his brother did not make

� EXPRESSION EXPLAINED: The phrase “fishers of men” refers to all those
who preach the good news and teach others to become disciples of Christ.

1. What invitation did Jesus extend to four fishermen, and how did
they respond?
2. Why should we take seriously the decision to become fishers of men,
and what will help us to take that step?

STUDY
ARTICLE 36

Are You Ready
to Become a
Fisher of Men?
“Stop being afraid. From now on you will be catching
men alive.”—LUKE 5:10.

SONG 73
Grant Us Boldness

PREVIEW

Jesus invited humble,
hardworking fishermen
to be his disciples. Today,
Jesus continues to invite
people with those qualities
to be fishers of men.
This article will discuss
what Bible students who
hesitate to accept Jesus’
invitation need to do.

2



that decision hastily. They had come to
know and accept Jesus as the Messiah
more than six months earlier. (John 1:
35-42) Similarly, you probably have al-
ready learned much about Jehovah and
Jesus, and you want to continue to pro-
gress spiritually. But you should not
make this decision without counting the
cost. What helped Peter, Andrew, and
others to make their decision?

3 Jesus’ first disciples were motivat-
ed, knowledgeable, courageous, and
self-disciplined. These same qualities no
doubt helped them to become effective
fishers of men. This article will discuss
how you can develop those qualities so
that you can be an effective disciple of
Christ.

3. What qualities will strengthen your desire to ac-
cept Jesus’ invitation?

STRENGTHEN YOUR MOTIVATION
4 Peter caught fish to support his fam-

ily, but it was more than just a job
for him. Peter apparently loved fishing.
(John 21:3, 9-15) He also learned to love
being a fisher of men. And with Jeho-
vah’s backing, Peter became very good
at that work.—Acts 2:14, 41.

5 We preach because we love Jehovah;
that is our primary motivation for doing
this work. Our love for Jehovah can help
us to overcome any feelings of inadequa-
cy. When Jesus invited Peter to become
a fisher of men, he told him: “Stop being
afraid.” (Read Luke 5:8-11.) Peter was
not gripped by fear of what might hap-
pen if he became a disciple. Rather, he

4. What motivated Peter to be a fisherman?
5. Based on Luke 5:8-11, why was Peter afraid,
and what can help us to overcome similar feelings?

Peter and others became fishers of men.
This vital work is continuing in our day
(See paragraphs 4-5)
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was astonished at the miraculous catch
offish that Jesus had just given the men,
and Peter felt unworthy of being asked
to work with Jesus. On the other hand,
you may feel overwhelmed when you re-
alize what is involved in being a disciple
of Christ. If so, strengthen your love for
Jehovah, Jesus, and your neighbor, and
you will be motivated to accept Jesus’
invitation to become a fisher of men.
—Matt. 22:37, 39; John 14:15.

6 Consider some other reasons why we
are motivated to preach. We want to
obey Jesus’ command: “Go . . . and
make disciples.” (Matt. 28:19, 20) We
also preach because people are “skinned
and thrown about” and are in dire need
of learning the truth about the Kingdom.
(Matt. 9:36) Jehovah wants all sorts of
people to come to an accurate knowl-
edge of the truth and be saved.—1 Tim.
2:4.

7 We will be moved to take up this life-
saving work when we think about the ef-
fect our preaching can have. Unlike a
commercial fisherman who sells or eats
the fish he catches, we “catch” people in
order to save their lives.—Read Romans
10:13-15; 1 Tim. 4:16.

DEEPEN YOUR KNOWLEDGE
8 In Jesus’ day, an Israelite fisherman

had to know what type of sea creature he
could catch. (Lev. 11:9-12) He also had
to know where the fish could be found.
Fish usually stay in an areawhere the wa-
ter conditions suit them and where there

6. What else motivates us to preach?
7. How does Romans 10:13-15 show that the
preaching work is important?
8-9. What must a fisherman know, and why?

is plenty of food. Does it matter at what
time a fisherman does his work? Regard-
ing the best time to catch literal fish,
note what a local Witness on a Pacific
island said when he invited a mission-
ary to go fishing. The missionary said,
“I’ll meet you at nine o’clock tomorrow
morning.” The brother replied, “You do
not understand. We go when it is the
right time for the fish, not when it is the
right time for us.”

9 Likewise, fishers of men in the first
century went to places where the “fish”
would be and at a time when they were
likely to be there. For example, Jesus’
followers preached at the temple and in
the synagogues, from house to house,
and in the marketplace. (Acts 5:42; 17:
17; 18:4) We too need to be familiar with
the habits of people who live in our as-
signed territory. We need to be flexible
and preach where and when we are most
likely to find people.—1 Cor. 9:19-23.

10 A fisherman needs the right equip-
ment and must know how to use it. We
too need to be properly equipped for our
work. And we need to know how to use
that equipment. Jesus gave clear instruc-
tions to his disciples on how to fish for
men. He told them what to carry, where
to preach, and what to say. (Matt. 10:5-7;
Luke 10:1-11) Today, Jehovah’s organi-
zation provides a Teaching Toolbox that
contains tools that have proved to be ef-
fective.� And we are taught how to use
those tools. That training helps us to gain

� See the article “Teaching theTruth” inThe Watchtower,
October 2018, pp. 11-16.

10. What tools does Jehovah’s organization sup-
ply for us?

4 THE WATCHTOWER
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the confidence and skill we need to be ef-
fective in our work.—2 Tim. 2:15.

BUILD COURAGE
11 Commercial fishermen need to be

courageous. They sometimes face un-
predictable conditions at sea.Theyoften
work at night and on waters that may
be subject to sudden storms. Fishers of
men also need courage.Whenwe start to
preach and identify ourselves as Jeho-
vah’s Witnesses, we may face “storms”
of family opposition, ridicule from ac-
quaintances, and resistance to our mes-
sage. But this does not surprise us. Jesus
warned that he would send his follow-

11. Why must fishers of men be courageous?

ers into a hostile environment.—Matt.
10:16.

12 How can you build your courage?
First, be convinced that Jesus continues
to direct this work from heaven. (John
16:33; Rev. 14:14-16) Next, strength-
en your faith in Jehovah’s promise to
care for you. (Matt. 6:32-34) The stron-
ger your faith becomes, the more coura-
geous you will be. Peter and his com-
panions showed great faith when they
abandoned their livelihood to follow Je-
sus. Likewise, you showed great faith
when you informed acquaintances and
members of your family that you had

12. In line with Joshua 1:7-9, what can help us to
build courage?

SKILLED FISHERMEN . . .

1. work when and
where they are most
likely to find fish
(See paragraphs 8-9)

2. are trained to use
the right equipment
(See paragraph 10)

3. courageously work
in changing conditions
(See paragraphs 11-12)



begun to study the Bible with Jehovah’s
Witnesses and to attend their meetings!
No doubt you have made significant
changes in your conduct and lifestyle
in order to live by Jehovah’s righteous
standards. That too took faith and cour-
age. As you continue to build cour-
age, you can be confident that “Jehovah
your God is with you wherever you go.”
—Read Joshua 1:7-9.

13 How else can you build courage?
Pray for courage and boldness. (Acts 4:
29, 31) Jehovah will answer your prayers
and never abandon you. He is always
there to give you support. Also, you can
meditate on how Jehovah has saved oth-
ers in the past. Think, too, about how he
has helped you overcome challenges and
given you the strength to make changes
in your lifestyle. Certainly the One who
led his people through the Red Sea can
help you to be a disciple of Christ. (Ex.
14:13) Maintain the same conviction as
did the psalmist who said: “Jehovah is
on my side; I will not be afraid.What can
man do to me?”—Ps. 118:6.

14 Another way to build courage is by
learning how Jehovah has helped people
who are naturally timid but who have
learned to be bold. Consider the experi-
ence of a sister named Masae. She was
shy and felt that she could never speak
out publicly about her faith. The very
thought of talking to strangers loomed
like a high wall that she believed she
could never scale. So she made a special
effort to deepen her love for God and for

13. How can meditation and prayer help you to
build courage?
14. What do you learn from the experiences of
Masae and Tomoyo?

her neighbors. She reflected on the ur-
gency of the times we live in and prayed
forhelp to heighten her desire to preach.
She overcame her fears and even served
as a regular pioneer. Jehovah can also
help new publishers to “be courageous.”
Note the experience of a sister named
Tomoyo. When she started to preach
from house to house, the first house-
holder she met shouted: “I don’t want
anything to do with Jehovah’s Witness-
es!” and slammed the door.Tomoyo cou-
rageously told her companion: “Did you
hear that? I didn’t have to say a word,
and she recognized me as one of Jeho-
vah’s Witnesses. I’m so happy!” Tomoyo
now serves as a regular pioneer.

CULTIVATE SELF-DISCIPLINE
15 Successful fishermen are self-

disciplined. Self-discipline has been de-
scribed as “the ability to make yourself
do things that should be done.” Com-
mercial fishermen must discipline them-
selves to get up early, stay until the work
is done, and persist despite bad weather.
We too need self-discipline if we are to
endure and complete our work.—Matt.
10:22.

16 We do not inherit self-discipline. On
the contrary, our natural inclination of-
ten is to follow the course of least resis-
tance. It takes self-control to be self-
disciplined. Therefore, we need help to
train ourselves to do the things that may
be difficult for us to do. Jehovah gives us
that help through his holy spirit.—Gal. 5:
22, 23.

15. What is self-discipline, and why is it important
for Christians?
16. How can we develop self-discipline?

6 THE WATCHTOWER



17 The apostle Paul was self-disciplined.
But he admitted that he had to “pum-
mel” his body in order to do what was
right. (Read 1 Corinthians 9:25-27.) He
urged others to discipline themselves and
to do all things “decently and by arrange-
ment.” (1 Cor. 14:40) We must exercise
self-discipline to maintain a good spiritu-
al routine that includes a regular share in
the symbolic fishing work.—Acts 2:46.

DO NOT DELAY
18 A commercial fisherman judges his

success by how many fish he catches.
On the contrary, we do not judge our
success by the number of people we
bring into God’s organization. (Luke 8:
11-15) As long as we endure in preach-
ing the good news and teaching others,
Jehovah will view us as being success-
ful. Why? Because we are being obedi-
ent to him and his Son.—Mark 13:10;
Acts 5:28, 29.

17. As recorded at 1 Corinthians 9:25-27, how
does the apostle Paul describe his efforts to culti-
vate self-discipline?
18. What will make Jehovah view us as success-
ful?

19 In some countries, fishing is permit-
ted only during certain months. In such
lands, a fisherman’s sense of urgency
may intensify as the fishing season draws
to a close. As fishers ofmen,we have this
additional incentive to preach now: The
end of this system is fast approaching!
The time left to share in this lifesaving
work is greatly reduced. Do not delay or
feel that you have to wait for the perfect
circumstances to take part in this vital
activity.—Eccl. 11:4.

20 Act now to strengthen your mo-
tivation, deepen your knowledge of
the Bible, build your courage, and
cultivate self-discipline. Join the more
than eight million fishers of men, and
you will experience the joy of Jeho-
vah. (Neh. 8:10) Be determined to have
a full share in this work and to see it
through to completion. The next article
will discuss three ways in which we can
strengthen our resolve to continue in
the Kingdom-preaching work as fishers
of men.

19-20. What special incentive do we have to
preach now?

HOW CAN YOU DO THE FOLLOWING?

˛ Strengthen your motivation ˛ Build your courage ˛ Cultivate self-discipline

SONG 66
Declare the Good News
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66 Declare the Good News
(Revelation 14:6, 7)

The full - ness of the King - dom truth was long con - cealed. The
The good news that we now de - clare was long fore - known. Je-

truth a - bout the prom - ised King is now re - vealed. Je -
ho - vah wills that in this time it would be shown. A -

ho - vah in his mer - cy and his love of right Con-
long with us, his an - gels take de - light to share, To

sid - ered man’s con - di - tion in his sin - ful plight. He
aid us as the King - dom truth we now de - clare. We
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Declare the Good News

(See also Mark 4:11; Acts 5:31; 1 Cor. 2:1, 7.)

formed his pur - pose that his Son should rule the earth; In
have the du - ty and the hon - or in these days To

God’s due time the King - dom rule would be brought to birth. And
sanc - ti - fy his name and give him his right - ful praise. We’re

that he might ar - range to bring his Son a bride, A
hon - ored as his Wit - ness - es that name to bear With

lit - tle flock of cho - sen ones is glo - ri - fied.
ev - er - last - ing good news that we now de - clare.


