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SEPTEMBER 28 –OCTOBER 4 � EXODUS 29 - 30

˙ Song 32 and Prayer
˙ Opening Comments (1 min.)

TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD

APPLY YOURSELF TO THE FIELD MINISTRY

LIVING AS CHRISTIANS

˙ “A Contribution to Jehovah”: (10 min.)
Ex 30:11, 12—Jehovah told Moses to take a census
(it-2 764-765)
Ex 30:13-15—Everyone who was registered gave
a contribution to Jehovah (it-1 502)
Ex 30:16—The contribution was used “in behalf of
the service of the tent of meeting” (w11 11/1 12 ˚1-2)

˙ Digging for Spiritual Gems: (10 min.)
Ex 29:10—What is the significance of the
expression “lay their hands on the bull’s head”?
(it-1 1029 ˚4)

Ex 30:31-33—Why was it a capital offense to make
holy anointing oil and to put it on an unauthorized
person? (it-1 114 ˚1)

What spiritual gems from this week’s Bible reading
would you like to share regarding Jehovah,
the field ministry, or something else?

˙ Bible Reading: (4 min. or less) Ex 29:31-46 (5)

˙ Initial Call: (2 min. or less) Use the sample con-
versation, and demonstrate witnessing through
a camera or an intercom. (If your territory has no
cameras or intercoms, demonstrate witnessing
to a householder behind a closed door.) (2)

˙ Bible Study: (5 min. or less) bhs 113 ˚18 (13)

˙ Talk: (5 min. or less) km 1/11 4 ˚5-7; 6, box
—Theme: Some Ideas for Family Worship. (20)

˙ Song 84
˙ “Can You Contribute Your Time and Energy?”:

(15 min.) Discussion. Play the video A New
Construction Project Is Being Planned
—Excerpt.

˙ Congregation Bible Study: (30 min. or less)
jy chap. 134

˙ Concluding Comments (3 min. or less)
˙ Song 137 and Prayer

EXODUS 29-30 � A Contribution to Jehovah

30:11-16

When the tabernacle was constructed, individuals had the privilege of contributing
financially to support Jehovah’s worship, regardless of whether they were rich or poor.
How can we make a contribution to Jehovah today? One way is by financially supporting
Kingdom Halls, Assembly Halls, remote translation offices, and Bethel complexes, as
well as other buildings that are dedicated to the worship of Jehovah.

What do we learn from the following scriptures about making financial
contributions to support true worship?
˙ 1Ch 29:5

˙ Mr 12:43, 44

˙ 1Co 16:2



1. Once with confusion our sad hearts were filled,
Drinking the cup false religion distilled;

But with what happiness our hearts were thrilled
When of God’s Kingdom we heard.

(CHORUS)
Take sides with Jehovah; Make him your delight.
He’ll never forsake you; Walk on in his light.

Tell, tell the glad tidings Of freedom and peace.
His rule by Christ Jesus Will ever increase.

2. Shoulder to shoulder we stand on God’s side,
Preaching the news of his Kingdom earth wide.

Now is the time for each one to decide,
Time to take sides with our God.

(Chorus)

3. We will not fear what the Devil can do.
Trusting Jehovah will carry us through.

Though they are many and though we are few,
God is our strength and our might.

(Chorus)

32 Take Sides With Jehovah!
(Exodus 32:26)

(See also Ps. 94:14; Prov. 3:5, 6; Heb. 13:5.)



Exodus 29-30 

29 “This is what you are to do to sanctify them to serve as 

priests to me: Take a young bull, two unblemished rams, 
2
 unleavened bread, unleavened ring-shaped loaves mixed 

with oil, and unleavened wafers spread with oil. You are to 

make them with fine wheat flour 
3
 and put them in a basket 

and present them in the basket, along with the bull and the 

two rams. 

4
 “You will present Aaron and his sons at the entrance of 

the tent of meeting and wash them with water. 
5
 Then you 

are to take the garments and clothe Aaron with the robe, the 

sleeveless coat of the ephʹod, the ephʹod, and the 

breastpiece, and you are to tie the woven belt of the ephʹod 

securely around his waist. 
6
 You will put the turban on his 

head and put the holy sign of dedication on the turban; 
7
 and take the anointing oil and pour it on his head and 

anoint him. 

8
 “Then bring his sons forward and clothe them with the 

robes 
9
 and wrap the sashes around them, Aaron as well as 

his sons, and put on their headgear; and the priesthood will 

become theirs as a permanent statute. This is how you 

should install Aaron and his sons to serve as priests. 



10
 “You are now to present the bull before the tent of 

meeting, and Aaron and his sons will lay their hands on the 

bull’s head. 
11

 Slaughter the bull before Jehovah, at the 

entrance of the tent of meeting. 
12

 Take some of the bull’s 

blood on your finger and put it on the horns of the altar, and 

pour out all the rest of the blood at the base of the altar. 
13

 Then take all the fat that covers the intestines, the 

appendage on the liver, and the two kidneys and the fat that 

is on them, and burn them so that they smoke on the altar. 
14

 But the bull’s flesh and its skin and its dung, you will burn 

with fire outside the camp. It is a sin offering. 

15
 “Then take the one ram, and Aaron and his sons are to 

lay their hands on the ram’s head. 
16

 Slaughter the ram and 

take its blood and sprinkle it on all sides of the altar. 
17

 Cut 

the ram into its pieces, and wash its intestines and its shanks, 

and arrange the pieces together with its head. 
18

 You must 

burn the entire ram, making it smoke on the altar. It is a 

burnt offering to Jehovah, a pleasing aroma. It is an offering 

made by fire to Jehovah. 

19
 “Next you are to take the other ram, and Aaron and his 

sons are to lay their hands on the ram’s head. 
20

 Slaughter 

the ram and take some of its blood and put it on Aaron’s 

right earlobe and on his sons’ right earlobe and on the 

thumb of their right hand and the big toe of their right foot, 



and sprinkle the blood on all sides of the altar. 
21

 Then take 

some of the blood that is on the altar and some of the 

anointing oil and spatter it on Aaron and his garments and 

on his sons and his sons’ garments, so that he and his 

garments and his sons and their garments may be holy. 

22
 “Then take from the ram the fat, the fat tail, the fat that 

covers the intestines, the appendage of the liver, the two 

kidneys and the fat that is on them, and the right leg, for it is 

a ram of installation. 
23

 Take also a round loaf of bread and a 

ring-shaped loaf of oiled bread and a wafer out of the basket 

of unleavened bread that is before Jehovah. 
24

 You must 

place them all in the hands of Aaron and in the hands of his 

sons, and you are to wave them back and forth as a wave 

offering before Jehovah. 
25

 Then you will take them out of 

their hands and burn them on the altar, on top of the burnt 

offering, as a pleasing aroma before Jehovah. It is an offering 

made by fire to Jehovah. 

26
 “Then take the breast of the ram of installation, which is 

offered in behalf of Aaron, and wave it back and forth as a 

wave offering before Jehovah, and it will become your 

portion. 
27

 You are to sanctify the breast of the wave offering 

and the leg of the sacred portion that was waved and that 

was taken from the ram of installation, from what was 

offered for Aaron and for his sons. 
28

 It is to become Aaron’s 



and his sons’ by a permanent regulation to be carried out by 

the Israelites, for it is a sacred portion, and it will become a 

sacred portion to be given by the Israelites. It is their sacred 

portion for Jehovah from their communion sacrifices. 

29
 “The holy garments that belong to Aaron will be used by 

his sons after him when they are anointed and installed as 

priests. 
30

 The priest from among his sons who succeeds him 

and who comes into the tent of meeting to minister in the 

holy place will wear them for seven days. 

31
 “You will take the ram of installation and boil its flesh in 

a holy place. 
32

 Aaron and his sons will eat the flesh of the 

ram and the bread that is in the basket at the entrance of the 

tent of meeting. 
33

 They are to eat the things with which 

atonement was made to install them as priests and to 

sanctify them. But an unauthorized person may not eat them, 

for they are something holy. 
34

 If any of the flesh of the 

installation sacrifice and of the bread is left over until the 

morning, then you must burn what is left with fire. It must 

not be eaten, for it is something holy. 

35
 “You are to do this way to Aaron and his sons, according 

to all that I have commanded you. You will take seven days 

to install them as priests. 
36

 You will offer the bull of the sin 

offering daily for an atonement, and you are to purify the 

altar from sin by making atonement for it, and you must 



anoint it to sanctify it. 
37

 You will take seven days to make 

atonement for the altar, and you must sanctify it so that it 

may become a most holy altar. Anyone who touches the altar 

is to be holy. 

38
 “This is what you will offer on the altar: two one-year-old 

rams each day, continually. 
39

 Offer the one young ram in the 

morning and the other ram at twilight. 
40

 A tenth part of an 

eʹphah measure of fine flour mixed with a fourth of a hin of 

beaten oil, and a drink offering of a fourth of a hin of wine, 

will go for the first young ram. 
41

 You will offer the second 

young ram at twilight, along with the same grain and drink 

offerings as in the morning. You will render it as a pleasing 

aroma, an offering made by fire to Jehovah. 
42

 It is to be a 

regular burnt offering throughout your generations at the 

entrance of the tent of meeting before Jehovah, where I will 

present myself to you to speak to you there. 

43
 “I will present myself there to the Israelites, and it will be 

sanctified by my glory. 
44

 I will sanctify the tent of meeting 

and the altar, and I will sanctify Aaron and his sons so that 

they may serve as priests to me. 
45

 I will reside among the 

people of Israel, and I will be their God. 
46

 And they will 

certainly know that I am Jehovah their God, who brought 

them out of the land of Egypt so that I may reside among 

them. I am Jehovah their God. 



30 “You are to make an altar as a place for burning 

incense; you will make it of acacia wood. 
2
 It should be 

square, one cubit long, one cubit wide, and two cubits high. 

Its horns will be one piece with it. 
3
 You are to overlay it with 

pure gold: its top surface, its sides all around, and its horns; 

and you are to make a gold border around it. 
4
 You will also 

make two rings of gold for it below its border on two 

opposite sides, and these will hold the poles used to carry it. 
5
 Make the poles of acacia wood and overlay them with gold. 

6
 You are to put it before the curtain that is near the ark of 

the Testimony, before the cover that is over the Testimony, 

where I will present myself to you. 

7
 “Aaron will burn perfumed incense on it, making it smoke 

on the altar when he maintains the lamps each morning. 
8
 Also, when Aaron lights the lamps at twilight, he will burn 

the incense. It is a regular incense offering before Jehovah 

throughout your generations. 
9
 You must not offer on it 

unauthorized incense or a burnt offering or a grain offering, 

and you must not pour a drink offering on it. 
10

 Aaron must 

make atonement on its horns once a year. With some of the 

blood of the sin offering of the atonement, he will make 

atonement for it once a year throughout your generations. It 

is most holy to Jehovah.” 



11
 Then Jehovah said to Moses: 

12
 “Whenever you take a 

census and count the sons of Israel, each one must give a 

ransom for his life to Jehovah at the time of the census. This 

is so that no plague may be brought upon them when they 

are registered. 
13

 This is what all those who are registered will 

give: a half shekel by the standard shekel of the holy place. 

Twenty geʹrahs equal a shekel. A half shekel is the 

contribution to Jehovah. 
14

 Everyone registered who is 20 

years old and up will give Jehovah’s contribution. 
15

 The rich 

should not give more and the poor should not give less than 

the half shekel as a contribution to Jehovah to make 

atonement for your lives. 
16

 You are to take the silver money 

of the atonement from the Israelites and give it in behalf of 

the service of the tent of meeting, that it may serve as a 

remembrance before Jehovah for the Israelites, to make 

atonement for your lives.” 

17
 Jehovah spoke further to Moses, saying: 

18
 “Make a 

copper basin and its stand for washing; then place it 

between the tent of meeting and the altar and put water into 

it. 
19

 Aaron and his sons will wash their hands and their feet 

there. 
20

 When they go into the tent of meeting or when they 

approach the altar to minister and to make offerings of fire 

and smoke to Jehovah, they will wash with water so that they 

do not die. 
21

 They must wash their hands and their feet so 



that they may not die, and it must serve as a permanent 

regulation for them, for him and his offspring, throughout 

their generations.” 

22
 Jehovah continued to speak to Moses: 

23
 “Next, take the 

choicest perfumes: 500 units of solidified myrrh, and half that 

amount, 250 units, of sweet cinnamon, 250 units of sweet 

calamus, 
24

 and 500 units of cassia, measured by the 

standard shekel of the holy place, along with a hin of olive 

oil. 
25

 Then make out of it a holy anointing oil; it should be 

skillfully blended together. It is to be a holy anointing oil. 

26
 “You are to anoint the tent of meeting and the ark of the 

Testimony with it, 
27

 as well as the table and all its utensils, 

the lampstand and its utensils, the altar of incense, 
28

 the 

altar of burnt offering and all its utensils, and the basin and 

its stand. 
29

 You must sanctify them that they may become 

most holy. Anyone touching them is to be holy. 
30

 And you 

will anoint Aaron and his sons and sanctify them to serve as 

priests to me. 

31
 “You will speak to the Israelites, saying, ‘This is to 

continue as a holy anointing oil to me during your 

generations. 
32

 It is not to be applied to the flesh of mankind, 

and you must not make anything with a composition like it. 

It is something holy. It is to continue as something holy for 

you. 
33

 Anyone who makes an ointment like it and who puts 



some of it on an unauthorized person must be cut off from 

his people.’” 

34
 Then Jehovah said to Moses: “Take equal portions of 

these perfumes: stacte drops, onycha, perfumed galbanum, 

and pure frankincense. 
35

 Make it into an incense; the spice 

mixture should be skillfully blended, salted, pure, and holy. 
36

 You are to pound some of it into fine powder and put 

some of it before the Testimony in the tent of meeting, 

where I will present myself to you. It should be most holy to 

you. 
37

 You must not make for your own use the incense that 

you make with this composition. You are to regard it as 

something holy to Jehovah. 
38

 Whoever makes any like it to 

enjoy its smell must be cut off from his people.” 
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SEPTEMBER 28 –OCTOBER 4 � EXODUS 29 - 30

˙ Song 32 and Prayer
˙ Opening Comments (1 min.)

TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD

APPLY YOURSELF TO THE FIELD MINISTRY

LIVING AS CHRISTIANS

˙ “A Contribution to Jehovah”: (10 min.)
Ex 30:11, 12—Jehovah told Moses to take a census
(it-2 764-765)
Ex 30:13-15—Everyone who was registered gave
a contribution to Jehovah (it-1 502)
Ex 30:16—The contribution was used “in behalf of
the service of the tent of meeting” (w11 11/1 12 ˚1-2)

˙ Digging for Spiritual Gems: (10 min.)
Ex 29:10—What is the significance of the
expression “lay their hands on the bull’s head”?
(it-1 1029 ˚4)

Ex 30:31-33—Why was it a capital offense to make
holy anointing oil and to put it on an unauthorized
person? (it-1 114 ˚1)

What spiritual gems from this week’s Bible reading
would you like to share regarding Jehovah,
the field ministry, or something else?

˙ Bible Reading: (4 min. or less) Ex 29:31-46 (5)

˙ Initial Call: (2 min. or less) Use the sample con-
versation, and demonstrate witnessing through
a camera or an intercom. (If your territory has no
cameras or intercoms, demonstrate witnessing
to a householder behind a closed door.) (2)

˙ Bible Study: (5 min. or less) bhs 113 ˚18 (13)

˙ Talk: (5 min. or less) km 1/11 4 ˚5-7; 6, box
—Theme: Some Ideas for Family Worship. (20)

˙ Song 84
˙ “Can You Contribute Your Time and Energy?”:

(15 min.) Discussion. Play the video A New
Construction Project Is Being Planned
—Excerpt.

˙ Congregation Bible Study: (30 min. or less)
jy chap. 134

˙ Concluding Comments (3 min. or less)
˙ Song 137 and Prayer

EXODUS 29-30 � A Contribution to Jehovah

30:11-16

When the tabernacle was constructed, individuals had the privilege of contributing
financially to support Jehovah’s worship, regardless of whether they were rich or poor.
How can we make a contribution to Jehovah today? One way is by financially supporting
Kingdom Halls, Assembly Halls, remote translation offices, and Bethel complexes, as
well as other buildings that are dedicated to the worship of Jehovah.

What do we learn from the following scriptures about making financial
contributions to support true worship?
˙ 1Ch 29:5

˙ Mr 12:43, 44

˙ 1Co 16:2



September 28–October 4 / Exodus 29-30 

• Song 32 and Prayer 

• Opening Comments (1 minute) 

Treasures From God’s Word 

“A Contribution to Jehovah”: (10 minutes) 

Exodus 30:11-16 

When the tabernacle was constructed, individuals had 

the privilege of contributing financially to support 

Jehovah’s worship, regardless of whether they were rich 

or poor. How can we make a contribution to Jehovah 

today? One way is by financially supporting Kingdom 

Halls, Assembly Halls, remote translation offices, and 

Bethel complexes, as well as other buildings that are 

dedicated to the worship of Jehovah. 

Picture: A brother putting a donation into a contribution 

box. 

What do we learn from the following scriptures about 

making financial contributions to support true worship? 



• 1 Chronicles 29:5 

1 Chronicles 29:5: the gold for the goldwork and the 

silver for the silverwork, and for all the work to be done 

by the craftsmen. Now who volunteers to come forward 

today with a gift in hand for Jehovah?” 

• Mark 12:43, 44 

Mark12:43, 44: So he called his disciples to him and said 

to them: “Truly I say to you that this poor widow put in 

more than all the others who put money into the 

treasury chests. For they all put in out of their surplus, 

but she, out of her want, put in everything she had, all 

she had to live on.” 

• 1 Corinthians 16:2 

1 Corinthians 16:2: On the first day of every week, each 

of you should set something aside according to his own 

means, so that collections will not take place when I 

arrive. 

 

  



Exodus 30:11, 12—Jehovah told Moses to take a 

census 

Exodus 30:11, 12: Then Jehovah said to Moses: 

“Whenever you take a census and count the sons of 

Israel, each one must give a ransom for his life to 

Jehovah at the time of the census. This is so that no 

plague may be brought upon them when they are 

registered. 

it-2 764-765 

At Sinai. At Jehovah’s command the first registration 

took place during the encampment at Sinai in the 

second month of the second year following the Exodus 

from Egypt. To assist Moses in this undertaking, a 

chieftain was selected out of each tribe to take the 

responsibility and oversight of the registration in his 

tribe. Not only were all males listed who were 20 years 

old and upward—eligible for service in the army—but 

the Law also placed on the registered ones a head tax of 

half a shekel (1 dollar 10 cents) for the service of the 

tabernacle. (Exodus 30:11-16; Numbers 1:1-16, 18, 19) 



The total number listed amounted to 603,550, excluding 

the Levites, who would have no inheritance in the land. 

These paid no tabernacle tax and were not required to 

serve in the army.—Numbers 1:44-47; 2:32, 33; 18:20, 24. 

  

Exodus 30:13-15—Everyone who was registered gave 

a contribution to Jehovah 

Exodus 30:13-15: This is what all those who are 

registered will give: a half shekel by the standard shekel 

of the holy place. Twenty gerahs equal a shekel. A half 

shekel is the contribution to Jehovah. Everyone 

registered who is 20 years old and up will give Jehovah’s 

contribution. The rich should not give more and the poor 

should not give less than the half shekel as a 

contribution to Jehovah to make atonement for your 

lives. 

it-1 502 

Some contributions were required under the Law. When 

Moses took a census of the Israelites, each male 20 years 

old and upward was to give a ransom for his soul, “a half 



shekel [probably 1 dollar 10 cents] by the shekel of the 

holy place.” It was “Jehovah’s contribution” in order to 

make atonement for their souls and “in behalf of the 

service of the tent of meeting.” (Exodus 30:11-16) 

According to the Jewish historian Josephus (The Jewish 

War, VII, 218 [vi, 6]), this “sacred tax” was thereafter paid 

annually.—2 Chronicles 24:6-10; Matthew 17:24; see 

TAXATION. 

  

Exodus 30:16—The contribution was used “in behalf 

of the service of the tent of meeting” 

Exodus 30:16: You are to take the silver money of the 

atonement from the Israelites and give it in behalf of the 

service of the tent of meeting, that it may serve as a 

remembrance before Jehovah for the Israelites, to make 

atonement for your lives.” 

w11 11/1 12 paragraphs 1-2 

How were the services at Jehovah’s temple in Jerusalem 

financed? 



The various temple services were maintained through 

taxation, mainly obligatory tithing. But other forms of 

taxation were also used. For example, at the time of the 

construction of the tabernacle, Jehovah instructed Moses 

to collect half a silver shekel from every registered 

Israelite, as a “contribution to Jehovah.”—Exodus 

30:12-16. 

Apparently, it became customary for each Jew to 

contribute this fixed amount as an annual temple tax. It 

was this tax that Jesus instructed Peter to pay with a coin 

taken from a fish’s mouth.—Matthew 17:24-27. 

Digging for Spiritual Gems 

Exodus 29:10—What is the significance of the 

expression “lay their hands on the bull’s head”? 

Exodus 29:10: “You are now to present the bull before 

the tent of meeting, and Aaron and his sons will lay their 

hands on the bull’s head. 

it-1 1029 paragraph 4 

Laying On of Hands. Aside from mere handling, hands 



were laid on a person or object for various purposes. The 

general meaning of the act, however, was that of a 

designation, a pointing out of the person or thing as 

being acknowledged, or recognized, in a certain way. 

During the ceremony at the installation of the priesthood, 

Aaron and his sons laid their hands on the head of the 

bull and the two rams to be sacrificed, thereby 

acknowledging that these animals were being sacrificed 

for them for the sake of their becoming priests of 

Jehovah God. (Exodus 29:10, 15, 19; Leviticus 8:14, 18, 22) 

When appointing Joshua as his successor at God’s 

command, Moses laid his hand on Joshua, who 

consequently was “full of the spirit of wisdom” and so 

was able to lead Israel properly. (Deuteronomy 34:9) 

Hands were laid on persons when designating them as 

receivers of a blessing. (Genesis 48:14; Mark 10:16) Jesus 

Christ touched, or laid his hands on, some persons he 

healed. (Matthew 8:3; Mark 6:5; Luke 13:13) The gift of 

the holy spirit was granted in some instances through 

the laying on of the hands of the apostles.—Acts 8:14-20; 

19:6. 



Exodus 30:31-33—Why was it a capital offense to 

make holy anointing oil and to put it on an 

unauthorized person? 

Exodus 30:31-33: “You will speak to the Israelites, 

saying, ‘This is to continue as a holy anointing oil to me 

during your generations. It is not to be applied to the 

flesh of mankind, and you must not make anything with 

a composition like it. It is something holy. It is to 

continue as something holy for you. Anyone who makes 

an ointment like it and who puts some of it on an 

unauthorized person must be cut off from his people.’ 

it-1 114 paragraph 1 

In the Law Jehovah gave to Moses, he prescribed a 

formula for the anointing oil. It was of a special 

composition of the choicest ingredients—myrrh, sweet 

cinnamon, sweet calamus, cassia, and olive oil. (Exodus 

30:22-25) It was a capital offense for anyone to 

compound this mixture and to use it for any common or 

unauthorized purpose. (Exodus 30:31-33) This 

figuratively demonstrated the importance and 



sacredness of an appointment to office that had been 

confirmed by anointing with sacred oil. 

  

What spiritual gems from this week’s Bible reading 

would you like to share regarding Jehovah, the field 

ministry, or something else? 

Bible Reading: (4 minutes or less) Exodus 29:31-46 (th 

study 5) 
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on him to protect us. If we have strong confidence in
Jehovah, Satan and the demons will not be able to
harm us.—1 John 5:5.

17 What else did the Christians in Ephesus need
to do? They lived in a city full of demonism. So
Paul told them: “Carry on prayer on every occasion.”
(Ephesians 6:18) They needed to ask Jehovah for his
protection at all times. What about us? We also live in
a world that is full of demonism. So we too need to
ask Jehovah for his protection, and we need to use his
name when we pray. (Read Proverbs 18:10.) If we
keep on asking Jehovah to deliver us from Satan, Je-
hovah will answer our prayers.—Psalm 145:19; Mat-
thew 6:13.

18 If we get rid of everything in our life that has to
do with demonism and rely on Jehovah to protect us,
we can resist Satan and the demons. We do not need
to be afraid of them. (Read James 4:7, 8.) Jehovah is
far more powerful than the demons. He punished
them in Noah’s day, and in the future he will de-
stroy them. (Jude 6) Remember, we are not alone in
our fight. Jehovah is using his angels to protect us.
(2 Kings 6:15-17) We can be confident that with Jeho-
vah’s help, we can win our fight against Satan and the
demons.—1 Peter 5:6, 7; 2 Peter 2:9.

19 But if Satan and the demons are causing so
much suffering, why hasn’t God destroyed them yet?
This question will be answered in the next chapter.

17. What else will protect us from the demons?
18, 19. (a) How can we win our fight against Satan and the de-
mons? (b) What question will be answered in the next chapter?

THE TRUTH ABOUT THE ANGELS 113
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schedule, we now have this evening to
worship Jehovah as a family. Therefore,
we need not limit our Family Worship
evening to just one hour. Rather, we
should think about the needs and lim-
itations of our family and set the time
period accordingly.

5 Must the Entire Time Be Spent
in Group Discussion? When married
couples and families with children dis-
cuss Scriptural topics together, they en-
courage one another. (Rom. 1:12) The
family draws closer together. There-
fore, Scriptural discussions should be
the centerpiece of the Family Worship
evening. However, each family mem-
ber could also spend time in personal
study. For example, after the group dis-
cussion, the family might remain to-
gether while each individual continues
to study separately, perhaps finishing
his preparation for the meetings or
reading the magazines. Some families
choose to keep the television off the
entire evening.

6 How May the Discussion Be Con-
ducted? The format need not always
be a question-and-answer discussion.
In order to make the Family Worship
evening lively and interesting, many
families have a program that is similar
to our midweek meeting. They divide
their discussion into several parts and
handle them in a variety of ways. For
example, they might read the Bible to-
gether, prepare for a portion of the
meetings, and have practice sessions
for the ministry. Page 6 provides some
suggestions.

5. Must the entire time be spent in group dis-
cussion? Explain.
6. How may the discussion be conducted?

7 What Atmosphere Should Par-
ents Strive For? Your family will learn
best in a loving, relaxed atmosphere.
You might sometimes study outdoors if
the weather is favorable. Feel free to
take breaks when needed. Some fami-
lies include refreshments after the pro-
gram. While parents will avoid using
the Family Worship evening to scold or
discipline, they may need to devote
some of the time to address a specific
trend or problem that has come to
their attention. However, it may be
best to discuss sensitive personal issues
privately with a child at another time
during the week so as to avoid embar-
rassing him in front of his siblings. The
Family Worship evening should not be
a dry, somber occasion but should re-
flect the happy God whom we worship.
—1 Tim. 1:11.

8 How Can the Family Head Pre-
pare? The family will benefit most if
the family head prepares in advance
for each Family Worship evening by
determining what should be discussed
and how best to consider it. (Prov. 21:5)
A husband does well to consult with
his wife regarding this. (Prov. 15:22)
Family heads, why not also occasional-
ly ask your children for their recom-
mendations? If you do, you will gain
valuable insight into their interests and
concerns.

9 On most weeks the family head
will not have to spend extensive time
preparing. Likely, the family will enjoy
having certain regular features each
week, and the family head will not

7. What atmosphere should parents strive
for?
8, 9. What preparation is required of family
heads?
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SAVE
Some Ideas for the Family Worship Evening

Bible:
˙ Read a portion of the weekly Bible

reading together. If the material lends
itself to doing so, one person can read
the narration, and others can read the
words of the different characters.

˙ Reenact a portion of the Bible read-
ing.

˙ Assign each member of the family to
read the designated Bible chapters in
advance and to make note of one or
two questions that he has on the ma-
terial. Then research everyone’s ques-
tions together.

˙ Each week prepare a flash card with a
Bible verse on it and try to memorize
and explain it. Build up a collection of
cards, and review them weekly to see
how many scriptures you remember.

˙ Listen to an audio recording of the Bi-
ble reading while following along in
the Bible.
Meetings:

˙ Prepare together for a portion of the
meetings.

˙ Practice the Kingdom songs sched-
uled for the coming week.

˙ If someone has a talk on the Theocrat-
ic Ministry School or a demonstration
on the Service Meeting, discuss ideas
for presenting it or rehearse it in front
of the family.
Needs of the Family:

˙ Consider material from the Young
People Ask or Learn From the Great
Teacher books.

˙ Have a practice session on how to
handle a situation that is likely to
arise at school.

˙ Have a practice session where the par-
ents and children reverse roles. The

children research a subject and then
reason with the parents.
Ministry:

˙ Have practice sessions to prepare pre-
sentations for the weekend.

˙ Discuss realistic goals the family can
set to expand their share in the min-
istry during the Memorial season or
vacation time.

˙ Allow each family member a few min-
utes to research how to answer differ-
ent questions that may arise in the
ministry, and then have practice ses-
sions.
Additional Suggestions:

˙ Read together an article from the cur-
rent magazines.

˙ Have each family member read in ad-
vance an article that intrigues him
from the current magazines, and then
have him give a report on it.

˙ Occasionally invite a publisher or
couple to join you for your Family
Worship evening, and perhaps inter-
view them.

˙ Watch and discuss one of our videos.
˙ Discuss together “Young People Ask”

or “For Family Review” from Awake!
˙ Discuss together “Teach Your Chil-

dren” or “For Young People” from The
Watchtower.

˙ Read and discuss a portion of the cur-
rent Yearbook or a release from the last
district convention.

˙ After attending a convention or as-
sembly, review the highlights.

˙ Observe Jehovah’s creation firsthand,
and discuss what it teaches us about
Jehovah.

˙ Work on a project together, such as a
model, a map, or a chart.



1. Jehovah knows just what we need
To bring us joy and to succeed.

So he provides so many ways
In which to serve and spend our days.

(CHORUS)
Reaching out, giving all,
for our God above.

And where the need is great, there we’ll be,
reaching out in love.

2. There’s work to do in ev’ry land.
Where there’s a need, we lend a hand.

By reaching out, we show we care.
We want to help and want to share.

(Chorus)

3. And here at home, in towns nearby,
We plan, we build, new skills we try.

We learn to speak a foreign tongue
And bring good news to ev’ryone.

(Chorus)

84 Reaching Out
(Matthew 9:37, 38)

(See also John 4:35; Acts 2:8; Rom. 10:14.)
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SEPTEMBER 28 –OCTOBER 4 � EXODUS 29 - 30

˙ Song 32 and Prayer
˙ Opening Comments (1 min.)

TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD

APPLY YOURSELF TO THE FIELD MINISTRY

LIVING AS CHRISTIANS

˙ “A Contribution to Jehovah”: (10 min.)
Ex 30:11, 12—Jehovah told Moses to take a census
(it-2 764-765)
Ex 30:13-15—Everyone who was registered gave
a contribution to Jehovah (it-1 502)
Ex 30:16—The contribution was used “in behalf of
the service of the tent of meeting” (w11 11/1 12 ˚1-2)

˙ Digging for Spiritual Gems: (10 min.)
Ex 29:10—What is the significance of the
expression “lay their hands on the bull’s head”?
(it-1 1029 ˚4)

Ex 30:31-33—Why was it a capital offense to make
holy anointing oil and to put it on an unauthorized
person? (it-1 114 ˚1)

What spiritual gems from this week’s Bible reading
would you like to share regarding Jehovah,
the field ministry, or something else?

˙ Bible Reading: (4 min. or less) Ex 29:31-46 (5)

˙ Initial Call: (2 min. or less) Use the sample con-
versation, and demonstrate witnessing through
a camera or an intercom. (If your territory has no
cameras or intercoms, demonstrate witnessing
to a householder behind a closed door.) (2)

˙ Bible Study: (5 min. or less) bhs 113 ˚18 (13)

˙ Talk: (5 min. or less) km 1/11 4 ˚5-7; 6, box
—Theme: Some Ideas for Family Worship. (20)

˙ Song 84
˙ “Can You Contribute Your Time and Energy?”:

(15 min.) Discussion. Play the video A New
Construction Project Is Being Planned
—Excerpt.

˙ Congregation Bible Study: (30 min. or less)
jy chap. 134

˙ Concluding Comments (3 min. or less)
˙ Song 137 and Prayer

EXODUS 29-30 � A Contribution to Jehovah

30:11-16

When the tabernacle was constructed, individuals had the privilege of contributing
financially to support Jehovah’s worship, regardless of whether they were rich or poor.
How can we make a contribution to Jehovah today? One way is by financially supporting
Kingdom Halls, Assembly Halls, remote translation offices, and Bethel complexes, as
well as other buildings that are dedicated to the worship of Jehovah.

What do we learn from the following scriptures about making financial
contributions to support true worship?
˙ 1Ch 29:5

˙ Mr 12:43, 44

˙ 1Co 16:2
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SEPTEMBER 28 –OCTOBER 4

Can You Contribute Your Time and Energy?

As foretold by Isaiah, we are seeing unprecedented growth in the
earthly part of Jehovah’s organization. (Isa 54:2) This requires the
construction of new Kingdom Halls, Assembly Halls, and branch
facilities. After their construction, such buildings need maintenance,
and some must eventually be renovated. What opportunities does this
give us to contribute our time and energy to Jehovah?

˙ We can participate when our field service group is scheduled to clean
the Kingdom Hall

˙ We can volunteer to receive training to maintain our Kingdom Hall

˙ We can fill out a Local Design/Construction Volunteer Application
(DC-50) to assist periodically with construction and maintenance
projects close to home

˙ We can fill out an Application for Volunteer Program (A-19) and
volunteer to assist for a week or more in our branch territory at
Bethel or another branch facility

WATCH THE VIDEO A NEW CONSTRUCTION PROJECT IS BEING PLANNED—EXCERPT, AND THEN ANSWER
THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS:

˙ What dramatic increase in the use of videos has occurred since 2014?

��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������

˙ To keep up with the increasing need for video production, what project is being planned, and what is the
time period for construction?

��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������

˙ How can volunteers help with this project?

��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������

˙ If we wish to help with construction at Ramapo, why should we fill out an application (DC-50) and assist
with Local Design/Construction projects close to home?

��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������

˙ What evidence has there been that Jehovah is steering this project?

��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������

˙ How can we support this project even if we are unable to help personally with construction?

��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������



What a shock it is for the women to discover what
appears to be an empty burial place! Mary Magda-
lene runs off to “Simon Peter and to the other dis-
ciple, for whom Jesus had affection”—the apostle
John. (John 20:2) However, the other women at the
tomb see an angel. And inside the memorial tomb
is another angel, who is “clothed in a white robe.”
—Mark 16:5.

One of the angels tells them: “Do not be afraid,
for I know that you are looking for Jesus who was
executed on the stake. He is not here, for he was
raised up, just as he said. Come, see the place where
he was lying. Then go quickly and tell his disciples
that he was raised up from the dead, for look! he is

134 AN EMPTY TOMB
—JESUS IS ALIVE!
MATTHEW 28:3-15 MARK 16:5-8

LUKE 24:4-12 JOHN 20:2-18

˙ JESUS IS RESURRECTED
˙ EXPERIENCES AT JESUS’ TOMB
˙ HE APPEARS TO VARIOUS WOMEN
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going ahead of you into Galilee.” (Matthew 28:5-7)
So “trembling and overwhelmed with emotion,” the
women run to report to the disciples.—Mark 16:8.

By now, Mary has found Peter and John. Breath-
lessly, she reports: “They have taken away the Lord
out of the tomb, and we do not know where they
have laid him.” (John 20:2) Peter and John take off
running. John is faster and reaches the tomb first.
He peers into it and sees the bandages, but he re-
mains outside.

When Peter arrives, he goes right in. He sees the
linen cloths and the cloth used to wrap Jesus’ head.
John now enters, and he believes Mary’s report. De-
spite what Jesus said earlier, neither of them under-
stands that he has been raised up. (Matthew 16:21)
Puzzled, they head home. But Mary, who has come
back to the tomb, remains there.

Meanwhile, the other women are on their way to
tell the disciples that Jesus has been raised. While
they are running to do so, Jesus meets them and
says: “Good day!” They fall at his feet and ‘do obei-
sance to him.’ Then Jesus says: “Have no fear! Go,
AN EMPTY TOMB—JESUS IS ALIVE! 603



What a shock it is for the women to discover
what appears to be an empty burial place! Mary
Magdalene runs off to “Simon Peter and to the
other disciple, for whom Jesus had affection”
—the apostle John. (John 20:2) However, the
other women at the tomb see an angel. And in-
side the memorial tomb is another angel, who is
“clothed in a white robe.”—Mark 16:5.

One of the angels tells them: “Do not be
afraid, for I know that you are looking for Jesus
who was executed on the stake. He is not here,
for he was raised up, just as he said. Come, see
the place where he was lying. Then go quickly
and tell his disciples that he was raised up from
the dead, for look! he is going ahead of you into
Galilee.” (Matthew 28:5-7) So “trembling and
overwhelmed with emotion,” the women run to
report to the disciples.—Mark 16:8.

By now, Mary has found Peter and John.
Breathlessly, she reports: “They have taken
away the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not
know where they have laid him.” (John 20:2) Pe-
ter and John take off running. John is faster and
reaches the tomb first. He peers into it and sees
the bandages, but he remains outside.

When Peter arrives, he goes right in. He sees
the linen cloths and the cloth used to wrap Je-
sus’ head. John now enters, and he believes
Mary’s report. Despite what Jesus said ear-
lier, neither of them understands that he has
been raised up. (Matthew 16:21) Puzzled, they
head home. But Mary, who has come back to the
tomb, remains there.

Meanwhile, the other women are on their way
to tell the disciples that Jesus has been raised.
While they are running to do so, Jesus meets
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report to my brothers so that they may go to Gali-
lee, and there they will see me.”—Matthew 28:9, 10.

Earlier, when the earthquake occurred and the
angels appeared, the soldiers at the tomb “trembled
and became as dead men.” After recovering, they
entered the city and “reported to the chief priests
all the things that had happened.” The priests then
consulted with elders of the Jews. The decision was
made to bribe the soldiers to hide the matter and
to claim: “His disciples came in the night and
stole him while we were sleeping.”—Matthew 28:4,
11, 13.

Roman soldiers can be put to death if they fall
asleep at their post, so the priests promise: “If this
[their lie about having been asleep] gets to the gov-
ernor’s ears, we will explain the matter to him and
you will not need to worry.” (Matthew 28:14) The
soldiers take the bribe and do what the priests say.
Thus the false story of Jesus’ body being stolen
spreads widely among the Jews.

Mary Magdalene is still grieving at the tomb.
Stooping forward to look into it, she sees two an-
604 JESUS—THE WAY, THE TRUTH, THE LIFE



gels in white! One sits at the head of where Jesus’
body had been lying and the other at the foot.
“Woman, why are you weeping?” they ask. Mary an-
swers: “They have taken my Lord away, and I do not
know where they have laid him.” Turning around,
Mary sees someone else. He repeats the angels’
question and adds: “Whom are you looking for?”
Thinking that he is the gardener, she says: “Sir, if
you have carried him off, tell me where you have
laid him, and I will take him away.”—John 20:13-15.

Actually, Mary is speaking to the resurrected Je-
sus, but at the moment she does not recognize him.
However, when he says, “Mary!” she knows that
it is Jesus, recognizing him by the familiar way
he speaks to her. “Rabboni!” (meaning, “Teacher!”),
Mary exclaims joyfully. Yet, afraid that he is about
to ascend to heaven, she grabs hold of him. Hence,
Jesus urges her: “Stop clinging to me, for I have not
yet ascended to the Father. But go to my brothers
and say to them, ‘I am ascending to my Father and
your Father and to my God and your God.’ ”—John
20:16, 17.
AN EMPTY TOMB—JESUS IS ALIVE! 605



Mary runs to the place where the apostles and
other disciples are gathered. She tells them: “I have
seen the Lord!” adding her account to what they
have heard from the other women. (John 20:18) Yet,
the reports ‘seem like nonsense to them.’—Luke
24:11.

� After Mary Magdalene finds the tomb empty, what
experiences do she and the other women have?

� How do Peter and John react at finding the tomb
empty?

� Whom do the other women encounter on their way
to the disciples, and what happens when Mary
Magdalene is again at the tomb?

� How do the disciples respond to the reports they get?
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1. Sarah and Esther, Mary, Ruth, and others—
All these were capable women, loyal wives.

Godly devotion was foremost in their lives.
They were faithful women, ones we know by name.

There were others favored by Jehovah;
Nameless in the record, their faith was just the same.

2. Goodness and courage, loyal love and kindness—
Lovable qualities in all humankind,

Virtues these excellent women bring to mind.
They were fine examples we appreciate.

In the same way now our Christian sisters
Show a faithful spirit we all can imitate.

3. Mothers and daughters, sisters, wives, and widows,
Willingly laboring, glad to do your part.

Modest your bearing, submissive is your heart,
Having God’s approval, may you never fear.

Christian sisters, may Jehovah keep you
Firm in your conviction, your prize is drawing near.

137 Faithful Women, Christian Sisters
(Romans 16:2)

(See also Phil. 4:3; 1 Tim. 2:9, 10; 1 Pet. 3:4, 5.)
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1. Jehovah, you always have been,
And always you will be.

You’ve given the throne to your Son;
He rules by your decree.

The Kingdom has been brought to birth;
His rulership will fill the earth.

(CHORUS)
For now have come to pass
Salvation and kingdom and might.

The Kingdom is in place.
We pray: “Let it come, Let it come!”

2. The time for the Devil is short;
We know what this will mean.

Though living in times of distress,
We see the things unseen.

The Kingdom has been brought to birth;
His rulership will fill the earth.

(Chorus)

22 The Kingdom Is in Place
—Let It Come!

(Revelation 11:15; 12:10)

3. The angels in heaven rejoice
And sing with joyful cries.

The heavens above are relieved
From Satan and his lies.

The Kingdom has been brought to birth;
His rulership will fill the earth.

(Chorus)
(See also Dan. 2:34, 35; 2 Cor. 4:18.)
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STUDY
ARTICLE 31

Are You Awaiting
“the City Having
Real Foundations”?
“He was awaiting the city having real foundations,
whose designer and builder is God.”—HEB. 11:10.

SONG 22
The Kingdom Is in Place—Let It Come!

PREVIEW
Waiting for the fulfillment of a promise can test our
patience—and in some cases, our faith. What lessons
can we learn from Abraham that will strengthen our
determination to wait patiently for the fulfillment of
Jehovah’s promises? And what good example have
some modern-day servants of Jehovah set?



MILLIONS of God’s people today have made sacri-
fices. Many brothers and sisters have chosen to re-
main single. Married couples have postponed having
children. Families have kept their lives simple. All
have made these decisions for one important rea-
son—they want to serve Jehovah as fully as possible.
They are content and trust that Jehovah will provide
all the things they truly need.Will they be disappoint-
ed? No! Why can we be certain of that fact? One rea-
son is that Jehovah blessed Abraham, “the father of
all those having faith.”—Rom. 4:11.

2 Abraham willingly left the comfortable lifestyle
available to him in the city of Ur. Why? Because
he was awaiting “the city having real foundations.”
(Read Hebrews 11:8-10, 16.) What is that “city”?
What challenges did Abraham face while he waited for
that city to be built? And how can we be like Abraham
and those in our day who have followed his example?

WHAT IS “THE CITY HAVING
REAL FOUNDATIONS”?

3 The city that Abraham awaited is God’s Kingdom.
That Kingdom is made up of Jesus Christ and 144,000

1. What sacrifices have many made, and why did they make them?
2. (a) According to Hebrews 11:8-10, 16, why was Abraham willing
to leave Ur? (b) What will we discuss in this article?
3. What is the city that Abraham awaited?
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anointed Christians. Paul refers to the Kingdom as “a
city of the living God, heavenly Jerusalem.” (Heb. 12:
22; Rev. 5:8-10; 14:1) Jesus taught his disciples to
pray for this same Kingdom, asking that it come so
that God’s will can take place on earth as it does in
heaven.—Matt. 6:10.

4 Did Abraham know the details of how God’s King-
dom would be structured? No. For many centuries,
those details were a “sacred secret.” (Eph. 1:8-10; Col.
1:26, 27) But Abraham did know that some of his off-
spring would become kings. Jehovah had specifically
made that promise to him. (Read Genesis 17:1, 2, 6.)

4. According to Genesis 17:1, 2, 6, how much did Abraham know
about the city, or Kingdom, that God promised?

How did Abraham show his faith in Jehovah’s promises?
(See paragraph 5)
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Abraham had such strong faith in God’s promises that
it was as if he could see the Anointed One, or Messi-
ah, who would be King of God’s Kingdom. For this rea-
son, Jesus could tell the Jews in his day: “Abraham
your father rejoiced greatly at the prospect of seeing
my day, and he saw it and rejoiced.” (John 8:56)
Clearly, Abraham knew that his descendants would
form a Kingdom that had Jehovah’s backing, and he
was willing to wait for Jehovah to fulfill that promise.

5 How did Abraham show that he was waiting for the
city, or Kingdom, designed by God? First, Abraham did
not join himself to any earthly kingdom. He remained
a nomad, choosing not to settle down and give his sup-
port to a human king. In addition, Abraham did not try
to set up his own kingdom. Instead, he kept obeying
Jehovah and waited for Him to fulfill His promise. In
doing so, Abraham showed extraordinary faith in Je-
hovah. Let us examine some of the challenges he faced
and see what we can learn from his example.

WHAT CHALLENGES DID ABRAHAM FACE?
6 The city Abraham left was relatively safe, sophisti-

cated, and comfortable. It was protected by massive
fortifications and a moat on three sides. People in Ur

5. How do we know that Abraham was waiting for the city designed
by God?
6. What kind of city was Ur?
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were proficient in both writing and arithmetic. And the
city apparently was a center for business; many busi-
ness documents have been found at the site. Private
houses were made of brick; the walls were coated with
plaster and then whitewashed. Some of these homes
had 13 or 14 rooms surrounding a paved courtyard.

7 Abraham had to trust that Jehovah would protect
him and his family.Why? Recall that Abraham and Sa-
rah left the safety and comfort of living in a house in
the city of Ur to dwell in tents in the open fields of
Canaan. No longer were he and his family protected
by thick walls and deep moats. Instead, they were now
vulnerable to attack by enemy forces.

8 Abraham did God’s will, but at one time he strug-
gled to feed his family. He had to deal with a severe
famine that struck the very land to which Jehovah had
sent him.That famine was so bad that Abraham decid-
ed to move his family to Egypt temporarily. However,
while he was in Egypt, Pharaoh, the ruler of the coun-
try, took his wife from him. Imagine the anxiety
that Abraham must have felt until Jehovah persuaded
Pharaoh to return Sarah to Abraham.—Gen. 12:10-19.

9 Abraham’s family life was difficult. His beloved

7. Why did Abraham have to trust that Jehovah would protect him
and his family?
8. At one time, what did Abraham have to deal with?
9. What family difficulties did Abraham have to cope with?
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wife, Sarah, could not have children. For decades
they had to deal with that bitter disappointment.
Eventually, Sarah gave her servant girl, Hagar, to
Abraham so that she could bear children for Abraham
and Sarah. But when Hagar became pregnant with Ish-
mael, she began to despise Sarah. The situation be-
came so difficult that Sarah chased Hagar away from
home.—Gen. 16:1-6.

10 Sarah finally became pregnant and gave Abraham
a son whom he named Isaac. Abraham loved both of
his sons, Ishmael and Isaac. But because of the bad
way that Ishmael treated Isaac, Abraham was forced
to send Ishmael and Hagar away. (Gen. 21:9-14) Lat-
er, Jehovah asked Abraham to offer Isaac as a sacri-
fice. (Gen. 22:1, 2; Heb. 11:17-19) In both cases, Abra-
ham had to trust that Jehovah would eventually make
things turn out well for his sons.

11 Throughout this time, Abraham had to learn to
wait patiently on Jehovah. He was likely over 70 when
he and his family left Ur. (Gen. 11:31–12:4) And for
some one hundred years, he lived in tents, roam-
ing the land of Canaan. Abraham died when he was
175. (Gen. 25:7) But he did not see Jehovah fulfill
His promise to give the land he walked on to his

10. What incidents involving Ishmael and Isaac tested Abraham’s
trust in Jehovah?
11. Why did Abraham have to wait patiently on Jehovah?
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descendants. And he did not live to see the city, God’s
Kingdom, established. Even so, Abraham is described
as dying “old and satisfied.” (Gen. 25:8) Despite all
the challenges he had to deal with, Abraham main-
tained strong faith and was content to wait on Jeho-
vah. Why was he able to endure? Because throughout
Abraham’s life, Jehovah protected him and treated
him as a friend.—Gen. 15:1; Isa. 41:8; Jas. 2:22, 23.

12 Like Abraham, we are awaiting the city having real
foundations. We are not waiting for it to be built,
however. God’s Kingdom was established in 1914 and
has already taken complete control of heaven. (Rev.
12:7-10) But we are waiting for it to take complete
control of the earth. While we wait for that to happen,
there are many situations that we must deal with that
are similar to those that Abraham and Sarah faced.
Have Jehovah’s modern-day servants been able to im-
itate Abraham’s example? The life stories published in
The Watchtower show that, like Abraham and Sarah,
many today have had faith and patience. Let us consid-
er just a few of those stories and see what we can learn.

IMITATING ABRAHAM’S EXAMPLE
13 Be willing to make sacrifices. If we are to put God’s

city, the Kingdom, first in our lives, we must be like

12. What are we waiting for, and what will we consider?
13. What do you learn from the experience of Brother Walden?
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Abraham, who willingly made sacrifices to please God.
(Matt. 6:33; Mark 10:28-30) Note the example of a
brother named Bill Walden.� In 1942, Bill was about to
graduate from a U.S. university with a degree in archi-
tectural engineering when he started studying with Je-
hovah’s Witnesses. Bill’s professor had arranged for
Bill to have a job after graduation, but Bill declined. He
explained that he had decided to give up the promise
of a secular career in order to serve God more fully.
Shortly afterward, Bill was drafted for military ser-
vice. He respectfully refused and as a result was fined

� Brother Walden’s life story is published in the December 1, 2013, is-
sue of The Watchtower, pp. 8-10.

Like Abraham and Sarah, how do God’s servants
show faith and patience?

(See paragraph 12)



$10,000 and sentenced to five years in prison. He was
released after three years. Later, he was invited to at-
tend Gilead School and served as a missionary in Afri-
ca. Then Bill married Eva, and they served together in
Africa, which called for sacrifices. Eventually they re-
turned to the United States to care for Bill’s mother.
Summarizing his life story, Bill says: “Tears come to
my eyes when I think of the awesome privilege of hav-
ing been used by Jehovah for more than 70 years in
his service. I often thank him for guiding me toward
making his service my career.” Are you able to make
the full-time ministry your career?

14 Do not expect your life to be trouble-free. From
Abraham’s example we learn that even those who de-
vote their entire life to serving Jehovah must still deal
with problems. (Jas. 1:2; 1 Pet. 5:9) Consider how this
proved true in the experience of Aristotelis Apostoli-
dis.� He got baptized in 1946 in Greece, and in 1952
he got engaged to a sister named Eleni, who had the
same goals as he did. However, Eleni fell ill and was
diagnosed with a brain tumor. The tumor was re-
moved, but just a few years after the couple got mar-
ried, the tumor came back. The doctors operated

� Brother Apostolidis’ life story is published in the February 1, 2002, is-
sue of The Watchtower, pp. 24-28.

14-15. What do you learn from the experience of Brother and Sis-
ter Apostolidis?
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again, but Eleni was left partially paralyzed, and her
speech was impaired. She remained a zealous minister
despite her illness and despite the government perse-
cution at the time.

15 For 30 years, Aristotelis cared for his wife. Dur-
ing this time he served as an elder, worked on assem-
bly committees, and helped to build an Assembly Hall.
Then, in 1987, Eleni was hurt in an accident while she
was preaching. She was in a coma for three years, and
then she died. Aristotelis sums up his experience by
saying: “Over the years, trying circumstances, dif-
ficult challenges, and unforeseen occurrences have
called for an inordinate amount of tenacity and perse-
verance.Yet, Jehovah has always given me the needed

Bill Walden was willing
to make sacrifices and
experienced Jehovah’s
blessings

Eleni and Aristotelis
Apostolidis felt that
Jehovah strengthened
them

Audrey Hyde kept
a positive outlook
by focusing on the
future
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strength to overcome these problems.” (Ps. 94:18, 19)
How Jehovah loves those who do all they can for him
despite dealing with trials!

16 Focus on the future. Abraham focused on the fu-
ture rewards that Jehovah would give him, and this
helped him to overcome his immediate challenges.
SisterAudrey Hyde tried to keep this positive outlook,
even though her first husband, Nathan H. Knorr,
died of cancer and her second husband, Glenn Hyde,
became afflicted with Alzheimer’s disease.� She says
that she was helped by something Brother Knorr told
her just a few weeks before his death. She says: “Na-
than reminded me: ‘After death, our hope is sure, and
we will never have to suffer pain again.’ Then he urged
me: ‘Look ahead, for there is where your reward is.’
. . . He added: ‘Keep busy—try to use your life doing
something for others. This will help you to find joy.’”
What practical advice it is to stay busy in doing good
for others and to “rejoice in the hope”!—Rom. 12:12.

17 Today, we have more reason than ever to focus on
the future. World events clearly show that we are in

� Sister Hyde’s life story is published in the July 1, 2004, issue of The
Watchtower, pp. 23-29.

16. What good advice did Brother Knorr give his wife?
17. (a) Why do we have good reason to focus on the future?
(b) How will following the example recorded at Micah 7:7 help us to
enjoy future blessings?



the final part of the last days of this system of things.
Soon we will no longer need to wait for the city hav-
ing real foundations to take full control of all the
earth. Among the many blessings we will enjoy will be
that of seeing our loved ones raised from the dead. At
that time, Jehovah will reward Abraham for his faith
and patience by bringing him and his family back to
life on earth.Will you be there to welcome them? You
can be if you, like Abraham, are willing to make sac-
rifices for God’s Kingdom, if you keep your faith de-
spite problems, and if you learn to wait patiently on
Jehovah.—Read Micah 7:7.
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PICTURE DESCRIPTION Page 9: An elderly couple continue faithfully
serving Jehovah despite challenges. They keep their faith strong by
focusing on Jehovah’s promises for the future.

WHAT DOYOU THINK?

˛ What is
“the city”
that Abraham
awaited?

˛ What challenges
did Abraham
face?

˛ How can
we imitate
Abraham’s
example?

SONG 74
Join in the Kingdom Song!



1. This is a song, a happy song of vict’ry;
It magnifies the One who is supreme.

The words give hope and prompt all to be loyal.
Come sing with us; enjoy its Kingdom theme:

(CHORUS)
‘Come worship God Before his throne.
His Son is King; Let’s make it known!

Come learn this song, this song about the Kingdom;
Bow down to God, and praise his holy name.’

2. With this new song, we advertise the Kingdom.
Christ Jesus rules; the earth is his domain.

And as foretold, there is a newborn nation:
The Kingdom heirs, who welcome Jesus’ reign:

(Chorus)

3. This Kingdom song, all humble ones can master.
The words are clear, their message warm and bright.

In all the earth, a multitude have learned it,
And they in turn still others now invite:

(Chorus)

74 Join in the Kingdom Song!
(Psalm 98:1)

(See also Ps. 95:6; 1 Pet. 2:9, 10; Rev. 12:10.)


