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SEPTEMBER 21 - 27 � EXODUS 27- 28

˙ Song 25 and Prayer
˙ Opening Comments (1 min.)

TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD

APPLY YOURSELF TO THE FIELD MINISTRY

LIVING AS CHRISTIANS

˙ “What Can We Learn From the Priests’ Garments?”:
(10 min.)
Ex 28:30—We must seek Jehovah’s direction
(it-2 1143)
Ex 28:36—We must remain holy (it-1 849 ˚3)
Ex 28:42, 43—We must uphold the godly standard
of dignity (w08 8/15 15 ˚17)

˙ Digging for Spiritual Gems: (10 min.)
Ex 28:15-21—Where did the precious stones on the
breastpiece of Israel’s high priest possibly come
from? (w12 8/1 26 ˚1-3)

Ex 28:38—What were “the holy things”?
(it-1 1130 ˚2)

What spiritual gems from this week’s Bible reading
would you like to share regarding Jehovah,
the field ministry, or something else?

˙ Bible Reading: (4 min. or less) Ex 27:1-21 (5)

˙ Initial Call: (3 min. or less) Begin with the sample
conversation. Then leave a jw.org contact card. (1)

˙ Return Visit: (4 min. or less) Begin with the sample
conversation. Then offer a publication from our
Teaching Toolbox. (2)

˙ Bible Study: (5 min. or less) lvs 111 ˚20-21 (13)

˙ Song 57
˙ “Improving Our Skills in the Ministry—Witness-
ing Through a Camera or an Intercom”: (15 min.)
Discussion. Play and discuss video 1, and then play
and discuss video 2.

˙ Congregation Bible Study: (30 min. or less)
jy chap. 133

˙ Concluding Comments (3 min. or less)
˙ Song 46 and Prayer

EXODUS 27-28 � What Can We Learn From the Priests’ Garments?

28:30, 36, 42, 43

The garments worn by Israel’s priests remind us of the
importance of seeking Jehovah’s direction, of being holy,
and of displaying modesty and dignity.

˙ How do we seek Jehovah’s direction?

˙ What does it mean to be holy?

˙ How can we display modesty and dignity?
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25 A Special Possession
(1 Peter 2:9)

Chorus

God has a new cre - a - tion, His
They are a ho - ly na - tion, Who
Faith - ful to their com - mis - sion, They

spir - it - a - noint - ed sons. He has
han - dle the truth a - right. God has
gath - er the oth - er sheep. To the

bought them from man - kind; His ap -
called them from dark - ness To his
Lamb they are loy - al. His com -

prov - al they’ve won.
won - der - ful light.
mand - ments they keep.

A
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A Special Possession

(See also Isa. 43:20b, 21; Mal. 3:17; Col. 1:13.)

spe - cial pos - ses - sion, They’re a peo - ple for your

name. They love you. They praise you. As

one they de - clare a - broad your fame.



15 “You will make the panel
framesa for the tabernacle out of
acacia wood standing upright.b
16 Each panel frame is to be ten
cubits high and a cubit and a
half wide. 17 Each panel frame
has two tenons� joined to each
other. That is how you should
make all the panel frames of the
tabernacle. 18 You are to make
20 panel frames for the south
side of the tabernacle, facing
south.

19 “You will make 40 silver
socket pedestalsc under the 20
panel frames: two socket pedes-
tals under the one panel frame
for its two tenons and two sock-
et pedestals under each follow-
ing panel frame for its two ten-
ons.d 20 For the other side
of the tabernacle, the north-
ern side, make 20 panel frames
21 and their 40 silver socket
pedestals, two socket pedestals
under one panel frame and two
socket pedestals under each fol-
lowing panel frame. 22 For the
rear section of the tabernacle to
the west, you will make six panel
frames.e 23 You will make two
panel frames to serve as the two
rear corner posts of the taberna-
cle. 24 They should be doubled
from the bottom to the top, up
to the first ring. This should be
done for both of them, and they
will form the two corner posts.
25 And there will be eight panel
frames and their 16 silver socket
pedestals, two socket pedestals
under the one panel frame and
two socket pedestals under each
following panel frame.

26 “You will make bars of
acacia wood, five for the pan-
el frames of the one side of the
tabernacle, f 27 and five bars
for the panel frames of the
other side of the tabernacle, and
five bars for the panel frames
of the side of the tabernacle to

26:17 �Or “upright posts.”

the west, for the rear section.
28 The middle bar that runs
along the center of the panel
frames should extend from end
to end.

29 “You will overlay the pan-
el frames with gold, a and you
will make their rings of gold as
holders for the bars, and you
will overlay the bars with gold.
30 You must set up the taberna-
cle according to its plan that you
were shown in the mountain.b

31 “You are to make a cur-
tainc of blue thread, purple wool,
scarlet material, and fine twisted
linen. It will be made with cher-
ubs embroidered on it. 32 You
will hang it on four pillars of
acacia overlaid with gold. Their
hooks are to be of gold. The pil-
lars are set on four sock-
et pedestals of silver. 33 You
will hang the curtain under the
clasps and bring the ark of the
Testimonyd there within the cur-
tain. The curtain will make a di-
vision for you between the Holye

and the Most Holy.f 34 You
must put the cover on the ark of
the Testimony in the Most Holy.

35 “You will place the table
outside the curtain, with the
lampstandg opposite the table on
the south side of the tabernacle;
and the table you will put on the
north side. 36 You will make a
screen� for the entrance of the
tent out of blue thread, purple
wool, scarlet material, and fine
twisted linen woven together.h
37 You will make five pillars of
acacia for the screen� and over-
lay them with gold. Their hooks
are to be of gold, and you will
cast five socket pedestals of cop-
per for them.

27 “You will make the altar
of acacia wood; i it will be

five cubits� long and five cubits
wide. The altar should be square

26:36, 37 �Or “curtain.” 27:1 �A cu-
bit equaled 44.5 cm (17.5 in.). See
App. B14.

CHAP. 26
a Nu 4:29, 31

b Ex 36:20-23

c Nu 3:36

d Ex 36:24-26

e Ex 36:27-30

f Ex 36:31-33
��������������������

Second Col.
a Ex 12:35, 36

Ex 36:34

b Ex 19:3
Ex 25:9
Ac 7:44
Heb 8:5

c Ex 36:35, 36
Lu 23:45
Heb 6:19
Heb 9:3
Heb 10:19, 20

d 1Ki 8:6

e Ex 40:22, 26

f Ex 40:21
Le 16:2
1Ki 8:6
Heb 9:2-4
Heb 9:12, 24

g Le 24:2, 3
1Ki 7:48, 49

h Ex 36:37, 38
��������������������

CHAP. 27
i Ex 40:29

2Ch 4:1
Heb 13:10

EXODUS 26:15–27:1 148



and three cubits high.a 2 You
will make hornsb on its four cor-
ners; the horns will be part of
the altar, and you will overlay
the altar with copper.c 3 You
will make buckets for clearing
away its ashes,� along with shov-
els, bowls, forks, and fire hold-
ers, and you will make all its
utensils of copper.d 4 You will
make a grating for the altar, a
network of copper, and on the
network four rings of copper at
its four corners. 5 You will set
it down below the rim of the al-
tar, and the network will extend
partway down into the altar.
6 You will make poles of acacia
wood for the altar and overlay
them with copper. 7 The poles
will be inserted into the rings
so that the poles are on the two
sides of the altar when it is car-
ried.e 8 You will make the altar
in the form of a hollow chest of
planks. It should be made just as
He showed you on the mountain. f

9 “You will make the court-
yardg of the tabernacle. For
the south side, facing south,
the courtyard will have hang-
ing curtains of fine twisted lin-
en, 100 cubits long for the one
side.h 10 It will have 20 pillars
with 20 copper socket pedes-
tals. The hooks of the pil-
lars and their connectors� are
of silver. 11 The hanging cur-
tains for the north side will also
be 100 cubits long, along with
its 20 pillars and their 20 cop-
per socket pedestals, with sil-
ver hooks and connectors� for
the pillars. 12 There are to be
hanging curtains on the west
side for 50 cubits across the
width of the courtyard, with ten
pillars and ten socket pedestals.
13 The width of the courtyard

27:3 �Or “fatty ashes,” that is, ashes
soaked with the fat of the sacrifices.
27:10, 11 �Or “rings; hoops; bands” for
attachments.

on the east side toward the sun-
rise is 50 cubits. 14 There will
be 15 cubits of hanging curtains
on the one side, with three pil-
lars and three socket pedestals.a
15 And for the other side, there
will be 15 cubits of hanging
curtains, with three pillars and
three socket pedestals.

16 “The entrance of the
courtyard should have a screen�
20 cubits long made of blue
thread, purple wool, scarlet ma-
terial, and fine twisted linen wo-
ven together,b with four pillars
and their four socket pedestals.c
17 All the pillars surrounding
the courtyard will have silver
fasteners and silver hooks, but
their socket pedestals will be of
copper.d 18 The courtyard is to
be 100 cubits long, e 50 cubits
wide, and 5 cubits high, made
from fine twisted linen, and it
should have copper socket ped-
estals. 19 All the utensils and
the items used in the service of
the tabernacle, as well as its tent
pins and all the pins of the court-
yard, are to be of copper.f

20 “You are to command the
Israelites to bring you pure,
beaten olive oil for the lighting,
in order to keep the lamps burn-
ing constantly.g 21 In the tent
of meeting, outside the curtain
that is near the Testimony,h Aar-
on and his sons will arrange to
keep the lamps lit from evening
until morning before Jehovah. i It
is a lasting statute for all their
generations to be carried out by
the Israelites. j

28 “You are to summon from
the Israelites your brother

Aaron, along with his sons, so
that he may serve as priest to
mek—Aaron, l along with Na�dab
and A·bi�hu,m El·e·a�zar and Ith�a-
mar,n the sons of Aaron.o 2 You
are to make holy garments for
Aaron your brother, for glory

27:16 �Or “curtain.”

CHAP. 27
a Ex 38:1-7

b Le 4:25

c 1Ki 8:64

d 1Ki 7:45

e Nu 4:14, 15

f Ex 25:40
1Ch 28:12
Ac 7:44
Heb 8:5

g Ex 40:8
1Ki 6:36

h Ex 38:9-15
��������������������

Second Col.
a Ex 39:33, 40

b Ex 35:25

c Ex 38:18, 19

d Ex 38:17

e Ex 27:9

f Ex 38:20
Nu 3:36, 37

g Ex 39:33, 37
Le 24:1-3

h Ex 26:33
Ex 40:3
Heb 9:2, 3

i Ex 30:8

j Nu 18:23
��������������������

CHAP. 28
k Le 8:2

Heb 5:1

l Heb 5:4

m Le 10:1
Nu 26:61

n Ex 38:21
Le 10:16
1Ch 24:2

o Ex 6:23
1Ch 6:3

149 EXODUS 27:2–28:2



and beauty.a 3 You are to speak
to all those who are skillful,�
those whom I have filled with
the spirit of wisdom,b and they
will make Aaron’s garments for
his sanctification, so that he may
serve as priest to me.

4 “These are the garments
that they will make: a breast-
piece, c an eph�od,d a sleeveless
coat, e a checkered robe, a tur-
ban, f and a sash;g they will make
these holy garments for your
brother Aaron and his sons, so
that he may serve as priest to
me. 5 The skilled workers will
use the gold, the blue thread, the
purple wool, the scarlet materi-
al, and the fine linen.

6 “They are to make the eph�-
od of gold, blue thread, pur-
ple wool, scarlet material, and
fine twisted linen, and it should
be embroidered.h 7 It is to have
two attached shoulder pieces
that join it at its two edges.
8 The woven belt,�i which is at-
tached to the eph�od for tying it
securely in position, should be
of the same materials: gold, blue
thread, purple wool, scarlet ma-
terial, and fine twisted linen.

9 “You are to take two onyx
stones j and engrave on them the
names of the sons of Israel,k
10 six names on the one stone
and the six remaining names on
the other stone, in the order of
their births. 11 A stone engrav-
er will engrave the names of the
sons of Israel on the two stones
as he would engrave a seal.l Then
you are to have them mounted
in gold settings. 12 You are to
put the two stones on the shoul-
der pieces of the eph�od as me-
morial stones for the sons of Is-
rael,m and Aaron must carry
their names before Jehovah on
his two shoulder pieces as a me-
morial. 13 You are to make set-

28:3 �Lit., “wise of heart.” 28:8 �Or
“waistband.”

tings of gold 14 and two chains
of pure gold twisted like a cord, a
and you must attach the corded
chains to the settings.b

15 “You are to have an em-
broiderer make the breastpiece
of judgment. c It should be made
like the eph�od, out of gold, blue
thread, purple wool, scarlet ma-
terial, and fine twisted linen.d
16 It should be square when
doubled, a span� long and a
span wide. 17 You should set in
it mounted stones, four rows of
stones. The first row is ruby, to-
paz, and emerald. 18 The sec-
ond row is turquoise, sapphire,
and jasper. 19 The third row is
lesh�em stone,� agate, and ame-
thyst. 20 The fourth row is
chrys�o·lite, onyx, and jade.
They should be mounted in set-
tings of gold. 21 The stones
will correspond to the names of
the 12 sons of Israel. Each one
should be engraved like a seal,
each name representing one of
the 12 tribes.

22 “You are to make wreathed
chains on the breastpiece, like
cords of pure gold.e 23 You are
to make two rings of gold for
the breastpiece and attach the
two rings to the two ends of the
breastpiece. 24 You are to put
the two cords of gold through
the two rings at the ends of the
breastpiece. 25 You will put
the two ends of the two cords
through the two settings, and
you must attach them to the
shoulder pieces of the eph�-
od, at the front. 26 You are to
make two rings of gold and set
them at the two ends on the in-
side edge of the breastpiece, fac-
ing the eph�od.f 27 You should
make two more rings of gold on
the front of the eph�od, below

28:16 �That is, the span of the hand,
about 22.2 cm (8.75 in.). See App. B14.
28:19 �An unidentified precious stone,
possibly referring to amber, hyacinth,
opal, or tourmaline.

CHAP. 28
a Ex 29:5

Le 8:7

b Ex 31:6
Ex 36:1

c Ex 39:8, 15
Le 8:8

d Ex 39:2

e Ex 39:22

f Ex 39:27, 28
Ex 39:30, 31
Le 8:9

g Ex 39:27, 29
Le 8:7

h Ex 39:2-5

i Ex 29:5

j Ex 35:5, 9
Ex 35:27

k Ex 1:1-4

l Ex 39:6, 14

m Ex 39:7
��������������������

Second Col.
a Ex 39:15

b Ex 39:18

c Ex 28:30
Le 8:8
Nu 27:21

d Ex 39:8-14

e Ex 39:15-18

f Ex 39:19-21

EXODUS 28:3-27 150



the two shoulder pieces, close
to where it is joined, above
the woven belt� of the eph�-
od.a 28 The breastpiece should
be held in place by a blue cord,
tying its rings to the rings of the
eph�od. This will keep the breast-
piece in place on the eph�od,
above the woven belt.�

29 “Aaron must carry the
names of the sons of Israel on
the breastpiece of judgment over
his heart when he comes into the
Holy as a constant memorial be-
fore Jehovah. 30 You will put
the U�rim and the Thum�mim�b
into the breastpiece of judgment,
and they must be over Aaron’s
heart when he comes in before
Jehovah, and Aaron must carry
the means for making judgments
of the Israelites over his heart
before Jehovah constantly.

31 “You are to make the
sleeveless coat of the eph�od en-
tirely of blue thread.c 32 There
will be an opening at the top�
in the middle of it. Its opening
should have a border woven all
around it by a loom worker. It
should be like the opening of a
coat of mail, so that it will not
be torn. 33 You should make
pomegranates of blue thread,
purple wool, and scarlet materi-
al all around its hem, along with
bells of gold in between them.
34 You should alternate a bell of
gold and a pomegranate, a bell
of gold and a pomegranate, all
around the hem of the sleeve-
less coat. 35 It must be worn
by Aaron so that he may minis-
ter, and the sound from it must
be heard when he goes into the
sanctuary before Jehovah and
when he comes out, so that he
will not die.d

36 “You are to make a shin-
ing plate of pure gold and en-
grave on it as one would en-

28:27, 28 �Or “waistband.” 28:30
�See Glossary. 28:32 �Or “for the
head.”

grave a seal: ‘Holiness belongs
to Jehovah.’a 37 You must fas-
ten it to the turbanb with a blue
cord; it is to remain on the front
of the turban. 38 It will be on
Aaron’s forehead, and Aaron will
bear responsibility when some-
one commits an error against the
holy things,c which the Israelites
sanctify when they offer them as
holy gifts. It must always remain
on his forehead, so that they
may gain approval before Jeho-
vah.

39 “You are to weave the
checkered robe of fine linen,
make a turban of fine linen, and
make a woven sash.d

40 “You will also make robes,
sashes, and headgear for Aar-
on’s sons,e for glory and beauty.f
41 You will clothe your broth-
er Aaron and his sons with him,
and you are to anoint themg

and install them�h and sancti-
fy them, and they will serve
as priests to me. 42 Also make
linen shorts� for them to cov-
er their naked flesh.i These are
to extend from the hips to the
thighs. 43 These must be worn
by Aaron and his sons when they
come into the tent of meeting
or when they approach the altar
to minister in the holy place, so
that they may not incur guilt and
die. It is a permanent statute for
him and his offspring� after him.

29 “This is what you are
to do to sanctify them to

serve as priests to me: Take a
young bull, two unblemished
rams, j 2 unleavened bread, un-
leavened ring-shaped loaves
mixed with oil, and unleavened
wafers spread with oil.k You are
to make them with fine wheat
flour 3 and put them in a bas-
ket and present them in the bas-
ket, l along with the bull and the
two rams.

28:41 �Lit., “and fill their hand.” 28:42
�Or “undergarments.” 28:43 �Lit.,
“seed.”

CHAP. 28
a Ex 28:8

Le 8:7

b Le 8:8
Nu 27:21
De 33:8
1Sa 28:6
Ezr 2:62, 63

c Ex 39:22-26
Le 8:7

d Le 16:2
Nu 18:7

��������������������

Second Col.
a Ex 39:30, 31

Le 8:9
1Ch 16:29
Ps 93:5
1Pe 1:16

b Ex 29:6

c Le 22:9
Nu 18:1

d Ex 28:4
Ex 39:27-29

e Le 8:13

f Ex 28:2

g Ex 29:4, 7
Ex 30:30
Ac 10:38
2Co 1:21

h Ex 29:8, 9
Le 8:33
Nu 3:2, 3

i Le 6:10
��������������������

CHAP. 29
j Le 8:2

De 17:1

k Le 6:20

l Le 8:26

151 EXODUS 28:28–29:3



5

SEPTEMBER 21 - 27 � EXODUS 27- 28

˙ Song 25 and Prayer
˙ Opening Comments (1 min.)

TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD

APPLY YOURSELF TO THE FIELD MINISTRY

LIVING AS CHRISTIANS

˙ “What Can We Learn From the Priests’ Garments?”:
(10 min.)
Ex 28:30—We must seek Jehovah’s direction
(it-2 1143)
Ex 28:36—We must remain holy (it-1 849 ˚3)
Ex 28:42, 43—We must uphold the godly standard
of dignity (w08 8/15 15 ˚17)

˙ Digging for Spiritual Gems: (10 min.)
Ex 28:15-21—Where did the precious stones on the
breastpiece of Israel’s high priest possibly come
from? (w12 8/1 26 ˚1-3)

Ex 28:38—What were “the holy things”?
(it-1 1130 ˚2)

What spiritual gems from this week’s Bible reading
would you like to share regarding Jehovah,
the field ministry, or something else?

˙ Bible Reading: (4 min. or less) Ex 27:1-21 (5)

˙ Initial Call: (3 min. or less) Begin with the sample
conversation. Then leave a jw.org contact card. (1)

˙ Return Visit: (4 min. or less) Begin with the sample
conversation. Then offer a publication from our
Teaching Toolbox. (2)

˙ Bible Study: (5 min. or less) lvs 111 ˚20-21 (13)

˙ Song 57
˙ “Improving Our Skills in the Ministry—Witness-
ing Through a Camera or an Intercom”: (15 min.)
Discussion. Play and discuss video 1, and then play
and discuss video 2.

˙ Congregation Bible Study: (30 min. or less)
jy chap. 133

˙ Concluding Comments (3 min. or less)
˙ Song 46 and Prayer

EXODUS 27-28 � What Can We Learn From the Priests’ Garments?

28:30, 36, 42, 43

The garments worn by Israel’s priests remind us of the
importance of seeking Jehovah’s direction, of being holy,
and of displaying modesty and dignity.

˙ How do we seek Jehovah’s direction?

˙ What does it mean to be holy?

˙ How can we display modesty and dignity?



September 21-27 / Exodus 27-28 

Treasures From God’s Word 

“What Can We Learn From the Priests’ Garments?”: (10 minutes) 

  

Exodus 28:30—We must seek Jehovah’s direction 

Exodus 28:30: You will put the Urim and the Thummim into the breastpiece of judgment, and they 

must be over Aaron’s heart when he comes in before Jehovah, and Aaron must carry the means for 

making judgments of the Israelites over his heart before Jehovah constantly. 

it-2 1143 

A number of Bible commentators believe that the Urim and the Thummim were lots. They are called 

“the sacred lots” in James Moffatt’s translation of Exodus 28:30. Some suppose that they consisted of 

three pieces, one inscribed with the word “yes,” one with “no,” and the other blank. These would be 

drawn, giving the answer to the question propounded, unless the blank piece was drawn, in which 

case no answer was forthcoming. Others think that they may have been two flat stones, white on one 

side and black on the other. When thrown down, two white sides up would mean “yes,” two black 

sides “no,” and a black and a white would mean no answer. On one occasion, when Saul had inquired 

through the priest as to whether to resume an attack on the Philistines, he received no answer. 

Feeling that someone among his men had sinned, he petitioned: “O God of Israel, do give Thummim!” 

Saul and Jonathan were taken from among those present; after that, lots were cast to decide between 

the two. In this account the appeal, “Do give Thummim,” seems to be separate from the lot casting, 

though it may give indication that there was some connection between the two.—1 Samuel 14:36-42. 

  

Exodus 28:36—We must remain holy 

Exodus 28:36: “You are to make a shining plate of pure gold and engrave on it as one would engrave 

a seal: ‘Holiness belongs to Jehovah.’ 

it-1 849 paragraph 3 

Israel’s High Priest. In Israel the high priest’s turban had on its front, over the priest’s forehead, a gold 

plate, “the holy sign of dedication,” upon which were inscribed “with the engravings of a seal” the 

words “Holiness belongs to Jehovah.” (Exodus 28:36-38; 39:30) As Israel’s chief representative of 



Jehovah’s worship, it was fitting that the high priest keep his office holy, and this inscription would 

also serve as a reminder to all Israel of the need of constant holiness in the service of Jehovah. It also 

served as a suitable picture of the great High Priest, Jesus Christ, and his being dedicated by Jehovah 

to this priestly service that upholds God’s holiness.—Hebrews 7:26. 

  

Exodus 28:42, 43—We must uphold the godly standard of dignity 

Exodus 28:42, 43: Also make linen shorts for them to cover their naked flesh. These are to extend 

from the hips to the thighs. These must be worn by Aaron and his sons when they come into the tent 

of meeting or when they approach the altar to minister in the holy place, so that they may not incur 

guilt and die. It is a permanent statute for him and his offspring after him. 

w08 8/15 15 paragraph 17 

Special attention should be given to displaying dignity when we approach Jehovah in worship. “Guard 

your feet whenever you go to the house of the true God,” says Ecclesiastes 5:1. Both Moses and 

Joshua were commanded to remove their sandals when in a holy place. (Exodus 3:5; Joshua 5:15) They 

were to do this as a gesture of respect or reverence. Israelite priests were obliged to wear linen 

drawers “to cover the naked flesh.” (Exodus 28:42, 43) This prevented indecent exposure when they 

served at the altar. Every member of a priest’s family was to uphold the godly standard of dignity. 

Digging for Spiritual Gems 

Exodus 28:15-21—Where did the precious stones on the breastpiece of Israel’s high priest 

possibly come from? 

Exodus 28:15-21: “You are to have an embroiderer make the breastpiece of judgment. It should be 

made like the ephod, out of gold, blue thread, purple wool, scarlet material, and fine twisted linen. It 

should be square when doubled, a span long and a span wide. You should set in it mounted stones, 

four rows of stones. The first row is ruby, topaz, and emerald. The second row is turquoise, sapphire, 

and jasper. The third row is leshem stone, agate, and amethyst. The fourth row is chrysolite, onyx, and 

jade. They should be mounted in settings of gold. The stones will correspond to the names of the 

12 sons of Israel. Each one should be engraved like a seal, each name representing one of the 

12 tribes. 

 

w12 8/1 26 paragraphs 1-3 



After the Israelites left Egypt and entered the wilderness, God gave them orders to make this 

breastpiece. (Exodus 28:15-21) The breastpiece had stones of ruby, topaz, emerald, turquoise, 

sapphire, jasper, leshem, agate, amethyst, chrysolite, onyx, and jade. Did the Israelites really have 

access to those types of gems? 

In Bible times, people prized precious stones and traded them. The ancient Egyptians, for example, 

obtained gemstones from as far away as what is now modern-day Iran, Afghanistan, and possibly 

even India. Egyptian mines produced a number of different precious stones. The Egyptian monarchs 

had a monopoly on mineral extraction in the territories they controlled. The patriarch Job described 

how his contemporaries used shafts and underground galleries to search for treasures. Among other 

items dug from the ground, sapphire and topaz are specifically mentioned by Job.—Job 28:1-11, 19. 

The Exodus account states that the Israelites “stripped the Egyptians” of their valuables when leaving 

the land. (Exodus 12:35, 36) So it is possible that the Israelites obtained from Egypt the stones used on 

the high priest’s breastpiece. 

  

Exodus 28:38—What were “the holy things”? 

Exodus 28:38: It will be on Aaron’s forehead, and Aaron will bear responsibility when someone 

commits an error against the holy things, which the Israelites sanctify when they offer them as holy 

gifts. It must always remain on his forehead, so that they may gain approval before Jehovah. 

it-1 1130 paragraph 2 

Animals and Produce. The firstborn males of cattle, sheep, and goats were counted as holy to Jehovah 

and were not to be redeemed. They were to be sacrificed, and a portion went to the sanctified priests. 

(Numbers 18:17-19) The firstfruits and the tithe were holy, as were all sacrifices and all gifts sanctified 

to the service of the sanctuary. (Exodus 28:38) All things holy to Jehovah were sacred and could not 

be considered lightly or used in a common, or profane, way. An example is the law regarding the tithe. 

If a man set aside the portion to be tithed, say, of his wheat crop, and then he or one of his household 

unintentionally took some of it for home use, such as cooking, the man was guilty of violating God’s 

law respecting holy things. The Law required that he make compensation to the sanctuary of an equal 

amount plus 20 percent, besides offering up a sound ram of the flock as a sacrifice. Thus, great 

respect was engendered for the holy things belonging to Jehovah.—Leviticus 5:14-16. 

What spiritual gems from this week’s Bible reading would you like to share regarding Jehovah, the 

field ministry, or something else? 

Bible Reading: (4 minutes or less) Exodus 27:1-21 (th study 5) 



5

SEPTEMBER 21 - 27 � EXODUS 27- 28

˙ Song 25 and Prayer
˙ Opening Comments (1 min.)

TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD

APPLY YOURSELF TO THE FIELD MINISTRY

LIVING AS CHRISTIANS

˙ “What Can We Learn From the Priests’ Garments?”:
(10 min.)
Ex 28:30—We must seek Jehovah’s direction
(it-2 1143)
Ex 28:36—We must remain holy (it-1 849 ˚3)
Ex 28:42, 43—We must uphold the godly standard
of dignity (w08 8/15 15 ˚17)

˙ Digging for Spiritual Gems: (10 min.)
Ex 28:15-21—Where did the precious stones on the
breastpiece of Israel’s high priest possibly come
from? (w12 8/1 26 ˚1-3)

Ex 28:38—What were “the holy things”?
(it-1 1130 ˚2)

What spiritual gems from this week’s Bible reading
would you like to share regarding Jehovah,
the field ministry, or something else?

˙ Bible Reading: (4 min. or less) Ex 27:1-21 (5)

˙ Initial Call: (3 min. or less) Begin with the sample
conversation. Then leave a jw.org contact card. (1)

˙ Return Visit: (4 min. or less) Begin with the sample
conversation. Then offer a publication from our
Teaching Toolbox. (2)

˙ Bible Study: (5 min. or less) lvs 111 ˚20-21 (13)

˙ Song 57
˙ “Improving Our Skills in the Ministry—Witness-
ing Through a Camera or an Intercom”: (15 min.)
Discussion. Play and discuss video 1, and then play
and discuss video 2.

˙ Congregation Bible Study: (30 min. or less)
jy chap. 133

˙ Concluding Comments (3 min. or less)
˙ Song 46 and Prayer

EXODUS 27-28 � What Can We Learn From the Priests’ Garments?

28:30, 36, 42, 43

The garments worn by Israel’s priests remind us of the
importance of seeking Jehovah’s direction, of being holy,
and of displaying modesty and dignity.

˙ How do we seek Jehovah’s direction?

˙ What does it mean to be holy?

˙ How can we display modesty and dignity?
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we will avoid doing these things. Why? Because we
deeply respect the gift of life. Such habits can short-
en our life, damage our health, and harm the peo-
ple around us. Many people try to stop these bad
habits for the sake of their health. However, as Jeho-
vah’s friends, we have the best reason to stop—our
love for God. One young woman said: “With Je-
hovah’s help, I cleaned up my life and broke free
from my addictions. . . . I think it would have been
impossible for me to make these changes on my
own.” Let’s discuss five Bible principles that will
help someone to stop harmful habits.

20 “Since we have these promises, beloved ones,
let us cleanse ourselves of every defilement of
flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of
God.” (2 Corinthians 7:1) Jehovah wants us to be
free of unclean habits that could damage our mind
or body.

21 A powerful reason to “cleanse ourselves of every
defilement” is stated at 2 Corinthians 6:17, 18. Je-
hovah tells us: “Quit touching the unclean thing.”
Then he promises: “I will take you in. And I will
become a father to you, and you will become sons
and daughters to me.” Yes, Jehovah will love us as a
father does his children if we avoid anything that
would make us unclean or impure to him.

22 “You must love Jehovah your God with your

20, 21. What kind of habits does Jehovah want us to be free of?
22-25. What Scriptural principles can help us to avoid unclean hab-
its?

JEHOVAH WANTS HIS PEOPLE TO BE CLEAN 111
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57 Preaching to All Sorts of People
(1 Timothy 2:4)

Chorus

We real - ly want to im - i - tate our God, To be im -
It does - n’t mat - ter where they may be found Or what at
Je - ho - vah wel - comes all who make the choice To leave the

par - tial, as we know he is. To save all
first they might ap - pear to be. What real - ly
world and all its ways be - hind. This we have

sorts of peo - ple is his will; He wel - comes
counts is what they are at heart— The in - ner
learned, and this we want to share, And so we

all to come and to be his.
self, the one Je - ho - vah sees.

preach to peo - ple of all kinds.
It’s the
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Preaching to All Sorts of People

(See also John 12:32; Acts 10:34; 1 Tim. 4:10; Titus 2:11.)

per - son, not the place; It’s the heart and not the face. God’s

mes - sage to all peo - ple we ex - tend. So be -

cause we real - ly care, We keep preach - ing ev - ’ry - where: “All sorts of

peo - ple can be - come God’s friend.”
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SEPTEMBER 21 - 27 � EXODUS 27- 28

˙ Song 25 and Prayer
˙ Opening Comments (1 min.)

TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD

APPLY YOURSELF TO THE FIELD MINISTRY

LIVING AS CHRISTIANS

˙ “What Can We Learn From the Priests’ Garments?”:
(10 min.)
Ex 28:30—We must seek Jehovah’s direction
(it-2 1143)
Ex 28:36—We must remain holy (it-1 849 ˚3)
Ex 28:42, 43—We must uphold the godly standard
of dignity (w08 8/15 15 ˚17)

˙ Digging for Spiritual Gems: (10 min.)
Ex 28:15-21—Where did the precious stones on the
breastpiece of Israel’s high priest possibly come
from? (w12 8/1 26 ˚1-3)

Ex 28:38—What were “the holy things”?
(it-1 1130 ˚2)

What spiritual gems from this week’s Bible reading
would you like to share regarding Jehovah,
the field ministry, or something else?

˙ Bible Reading: (4 min. or less) Ex 27:1-21 (5)

˙ Initial Call: (3 min. or less) Begin with the sample
conversation. Then leave a jw.org contact card. (1)

˙ Return Visit: (4 min. or less) Begin with the sample
conversation. Then offer a publication from our
Teaching Toolbox. (2)

˙ Bible Study: (5 min. or less) lvs 111 ˚20-21 (13)

˙ Song 57
˙ “Improving Our Skills in the Ministry—Witness-
ing Through a Camera or an Intercom”: (15 min.)
Discussion. Play and discuss video 1, and then play
and discuss video 2.

˙ Congregation Bible Study: (30 min. or less)
jy chap. 133

˙ Concluding Comments (3 min. or less)
˙ Song 46 and Prayer

EXODUS 27-28 � What Can We Learn From the Priests’ Garments?

28:30, 36, 42, 43

The garments worn by Israel’s priests remind us of the
importance of seeking Jehovah’s direction, of being holy,
and of displaying modesty and dignity.

˙ How do we seek Jehovah’s direction?

˙ What does it mean to be holy?

˙ How can we display modesty and dignity?

https://www.jw.org/en/library/videos/#en/mediaitems/VODMinistryImproveSkills/pub-ism_4_VIDEO
https://www.jw.org/en/library/videos/#en/mediaitems/VODMinistryImproveSkills/pub-ism_5_VIDEO
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IMPROVING OUR SKILLS IN THE MINISTRY
Witnessing Through a Camera or an Intercom

WHY IMPORTANT: Advances in technology and the increase
of crime have made home security cameras and intercoms
more common. We may feel intimidated when trying to share
the good news with someone that we cannot see but who
can see us. The following reminders will help us to witness
through a camera or an intercom with more confidence.

HOW TO DO IT:
˙ Be positive. Many householders who have a camera or an

intercom are willing to converse with us
˙ Remember that some cameras begin recording before you

ring the bell and that the householder may be watching and
listening to you as soon as you enter the property

˙ When the householder answers, talk to the intercom or cam-
era as if you were talking to him in person. Smile and gesture
naturally. Say the same thing you had planned to say if he had
come to the door. If there is a camera, do not put your face
too close. If the householder does not answer, do not leave
a message

˙ After the conversation concludes, remember that the house-
holder may still be observing or listening to you

TRY THIS

Practice by recording yourself
speaking into the camera on
your phone, and then watch the
recording to see how you appear



It is getting late on Friday afternoon, Nisan 14.
At sundown, the Sabbath of Nisan 15 will be-
gin. Jesus is already dead, but the two robbers
alongside him are still alive. According to the
Law, dead bodies “should not remain all night
on the stake” but, rather, should be buried “on
that day.”—Deuteronomy 21:22, 23.

Furthermore, Friday afternoon is called Prep-
aration because people prepare meals and
complete any other tasks that cannot wait un-
til after the Sabbath. At sunset, a double, or
“great,” Sabbath will begin. (John 19:31) This
is so because Nisan 15 will be the first day
of the seven-day Festival of Unleavened Bread,

the first day of which is always a Sabbath. (Le-
viticus 23:5, 6) This time that first day coincides
with the weekly Sabbath, the seventh day.

So the Jews ask Pilate to hasten the death of
Jesus and the two robbers alongside him. How?
By having their legs broken. That will make it im-
possible for them to use their legs to raise their
bodies so as to breathe. The soldiers come and
break the legs of the two robbers. But Jesus ap-
pears to be dead, and thus they do not break his
legs. This fulfills Psalm 34:20: “He is guarding
all his bones; not one of them has been broken.”

To remove any doubt that Jesus is truly dead,
a soldier jabs a spear into his side, piercing the

JESUS’ BODY IS PREPARED AND BURIED
MATTHEW 27:57–28:2 MARK 15:42–16:4 LUKE 23:50–24:3 JOHN 19:31–20:1



region of his heart. ‘Immediately blood and wa-
ter come out.’ (John 19:34) This fulfills another
scripture: “They will look to the one whom they
pierced.”—Zechariah 12:10.

Joseph from the city of Arimathea, “a rich
man” and reputable member of the Sanhedrin,
is also present at the execution. (Matthew 27:
57) He is described as “a good and righteous
man,” who is “waiting for the Kingdom of God.”
In fact, as “a disciple of Jesus but a secret one
because of his fear of the Jews,” he did not
support the court’s judgment of Jesus. (Luke
23:50; Mark 15:43; John 19:38) Joseph takes
courage and asks Pilate for Jesus’ body. Pi-
late summons the army officer in charge, who
confirms that Jesus is dead. Thereupon, Pilate
grants Joseph’s request.

Joseph buys clean, fine linen and takes Je-
sus’ body down from the stake. He wraps the
corpse in the linen in preparation for burial.
Nicodemus, “who had come to [Jesus] in the
night the first time,” helps with the preparation.
(John 19:39) He brings about a hundred Roman
pounds (72 modern pounds) of a costly mixture
of myrrh and aloes. Jesus’ body is wrapped in
bandages containing these spices, according to
the Jews’ burial custom.

Joseph owns an unused tomb carved in rock

nearby, and Jesus’ body is laid in it. Then a large
stone is rolled in front of the tomb. This is hasti-
ly done, before the Sabbath begins. Mary Mag-
dalene and Mary the mother of James the Less
may have been helping with the preparation of
Jesus’ body. They now hurry home “to prepare
spices and perfumed oils” to treat Jesus’ body
further after the Sabbath.—Luke 23:56.

The next day, the Sabbath, the chief priests
and Pharisees go to Pilate and say: “We recall
what that impostor said while he was still alive,
‘After three days I am to be raised up.’ Therefore,
command that the grave be made secure until
the third day, so that his disciples may not come
and steal him and say to the people, ‘He was
raised up from the dead!’ Then this last decep-
tion will be worse than the first.” Pilate replies:
“You may have a guard. Go make it as secure as
you know how.”—Matthew 27:63-65.

Very early Sunday morning, Mary Magdalene,
Mary the mother of James, and other women
bring spices to the tomb to treat Jesus’ body.
They say to one another: “Who will roll the stone
away from the entrance of the tomb for us?”
(Mark 16:3) But an earthquake has occurred.
Moreover, God’s angel has rolled the stone
away, the guards are gone, and the tomb ap-
pears empty!

˙ JESUS’ BODY IS TAKEN DOWN FROM THE STAKE
˙ THE BODY IS PREPARED FOR BURIAL

˙ WOMEN FIND AN EMPTY TOMB

� Why is Friday called Preparation, and why is this a “great” Sabbath?
� What do Joseph and Nicodemus have to do with Jesus’ burial, and what is their relationship to Jesus?
� What do the priests want done, but what occurs early Sunday morning?

133

303
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46 WeThankYou, Jehovah
(1 Thessalonians 5:18)

(See also Ps. 50:14; 95:2; 147:7; Col. 3:15.)

We thank you, Je - ho - vah, each day and each night,
We thank you, Je - ho - vah, for your lov - ing Son,
We thank you, our God, for the hon - or to preach

That you shed up - on us your pre - cious light.
Who con - quered the world; by his faith he won.
A - bout your great name and the truth to teach.

We thank you that we have the priv - ’lege of prayer,
We thank you for guid - ance in do - ing your will.
We thank you that soon all earth’s woes will be past,

That we can ap - proach you with ev - ’ry care.
You lov - ing - ly help us our vows ful - fill.
While your King - dom bless - ings for - ev - er last.
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When David met Goliath’s challenge, he turned
what seemed to be a disadvantage into an
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(See study article 29, paragraph 11)

FEATURED CONTENT
IN JW LIBRARY AND ON JW.ORG

THE BIBLE CHANGES LIVES
“I No Longer Feel Ashamed
of Myself”
See how Israel Martı́nez overcame a
deep-rooted inferiority complex and
gained self-respect.

In JW Library, go to PUBLICATIONS˛
ARTICLE SERIES˛ THE BIBLE CHANGES
LIVES.

On jw.org, go to ABOUT US˛ EXPERIENCES
˛ THE BIBLE CHANGES LIVES.

YOUNG PEOPLE ASK
How Can I Avoid Negative Thinking?
You can learn to cultivate positive thinking
by following these suggestions.

In JW Library, go to PUBLICATIONS˛
ARTICLE SERIES˛ YOUNG PEOPLE ASK.

On jw.org, go to BIBLE TEACHINGS˛
TEENAGERS˛ YOUNG PEOPLE ASK.

Visit the jw.org˙ website, or scan code

s

IN THIS ISSUE
��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������

Study Article 27: August 31–September 6 2
Do Not Think More of Yourself
Than Is Necessary
��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������

Study Article 28: September 7-13 8
Be Convinced That You Have the Truth
��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������

Study Article 29: September 14-20 14
“When I Am Weak, Then I Am Powerful”

��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������

Study Article 30: September 21-27 20
Keep Walking in the Truth
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LIFE STORY 26
I Have Done What I Ought to Have Done
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QUESTIONS FROM READERS 31

http://www.jw.org/finder?wtlocale=E&srcid=pdf
http://www.jw.org/finder?wtlocale=E&srcid=pdf
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54 “This Is the Way”
(Isaiah 30:20, 21)

There is a way of peace, The way you’ve
There is a way of love, No need to
There is a way of life, No need to

come to know. It is the way you learned, The way of
look a - round. God’s voice has shown the way He lets him -
look be - hind. Our God has prom - ised us: No bet - ter

long a - go, The way that Je - sus taught you When his
self be found. His love is full and good; His love is
way we’ll find, No high - er way to peace, No fin - er

voice you heard. This is the way of peace, Found in Je -
warm and true. This is the way of love; It touch - es
way to love. This is the way to life, Thanks to our
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“This Is the Way”

Chorus

(See also Ps. 32:8; 139:24; Prov. 6:23.)

ho - vah’s Word.
all we do.
God a - bove.

This is the way to life; This is the

way. Don’t look a - side; Not for a mo - ment

stray! God’s voice is call - ing: ‘This is the

way; Do not look back, for yes, this is the way.’



CAN you imagine how happy the apostle John felt when
he heard that those whom he had helped to learn the
truth were continuing to serve Jehovah faithfully? They
faced many problems, and John was working hard to
strengthen the faith of these loyal Christians whom he
viewed as his spiritual children. Similarly, we feel happy
when our children, whether natural or spiritual, dedicate
themselves to Jehovah and persevere in serving him.
—Read 3 John 3, 4.

2 In 98 C.E., John was likely living in or near Ephesus.
He may have moved there after being released from exile
on the island of Patmos. About that time, Jehovah’s holy
spirit moved him to write three letters. The purpose of
those letters was to motivate loyal Christians to maintain
their faith in Jesus and to keep on walking in the truth.

3 John was the last living apostle, and he was con-
cerned about the effect that false teachers were having
on the congregations.� (1 John 2:18, 19, 26) Those apos-
tates claimed to know God, but they did not obey Jeho-
vah’s commands. Let us consider the inspired counsel
John gave. As we do, we will answer three questions:
What does it mean to walk in the truth? What obstacles

� See the box “The Background to John’s Letters.”

1. As indicated at 3 John 3, 4, what makes us happy?
2. What was the purpose of the letters that John wrote?
3. What questions will we answer?

STUDY
ARTICLE 30

Keep Walking
in the Truth

“No greater joy do I have than this: that I should hear
that my children go on walking in the truth.”—3 JOHN 4.

SONG 54
“This Is the Way”

PREVIEW

We live in a world domi-
nated by the father of the
lie, Satan. So we face a
constant struggle to walk
in the truth. Christians liv-
ing at the end of the first
century C.E. had the same
challenge. In order to help
them and us, Jehovah in-
spired the apostle John to
write three letters. The
contents of those letters
will help us identify the ob-
stacles we face and learn
how to overcome them.

20



dowe face? And how canwe help one an-
other to remain in the truth?

WHAT DOES IT MEAN
TO WALK IN THE TRUTH?

4 To walk in the truth, we need to know
the truth found in God’s Word, the Bi-
ble. In addition, we must “observe [Je-
hovah’s] commandments,” that is, we
need to obey them. (Read 1 John 2:3-6;
2 John 4,6.) Jesus set the perfect exam-
ple of obeying Jehovah. So one impor-
tant way that we obey Jehovah is by fol-
lowing Jesus’steps as closely as possible.
—John 8:29; 1 Pet. 2:21.

5 To keep walking in the truth, we must
be convinced that Jehovah is the God
of truth, that everything he tells us in
his Word, the Bible, is true. And we
must also be convinced that Jesus is the
promised Messiah. Many today doubt
that Jesus has been anointed as King of
God’s Kingdom. John warned that there
were “many deceivers,” who could mis-
lead those who were not prepared to de-
fend the truth about Jehovah and Jesus.
(2 John 7-11) John wrote: “Who is the
liar but the one who denies that Jesus is
the Christ?” (1 John 2:22) The only way
we can avoid being deceived is by study-
ing God’s Word. Only if we do that will
we come to know Jehovah and Jesus.
(John 17:3) And only then will we be
convinced that we have the truth.

WHAT OBSTACLES DO WE FACE?
6 All Christians must be on guard

4. According to 1 John 2:3-6 and 2 John 4, 6,
what is involved in walking in the truth?
5. Of what must we be convinced?
6. What is one obstacle that young Christians
face?

against being misled by human philoso-
phy. (1 John 2:26) Young Christians in
particular need to beware of this trap.
Alexia,� a 25-year-old French sister,
says: “When I was younger, I was trou-
bled by the world’s reasonings, such as
the theory of evolution and human phi-
losophy. At times, those teachings ap-
pealed to me. But I felt that I could not
just listen to what I was being taught in
school and not give Jehovah a chance

� Some names have been changed.
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When the apostle John wrote his
letters, he was concerned about
false teachers who had come into
the congregations and were trying
to mislead Christ’s followers. Both
the apostle Paul and the apostle
Peter had warned that this would
happen. (Acts 20:29, 30; 2 Pet. 2:1-3)
These false teachers may have been
influenced by Greek philosophy.
Some apparently claimed to have
received a special, mystical knowledge
from God.� But their teaching
contradicted Jesus’ message and
encouraged selfishness and a lack of love.
So John calls these teachers antichrists,
or those who teach against Christ.
—1 John 2:18.

� See the article “The Antichrist Exposed”
in the December 1, 2006, issue of The Watchtower.

The Background
to John’s Letters



22 THE WATCHTOWER

to speak.” Alexia studied the book Life
—How Did It Get Here? By Evolution or by
Creation? Within a few weeks, her doubts
vanished. Alexia says: “I proved to my-
self that the Bible contains the truth.
And I realized that living by its standards
would give me joy and peace.”

7 All Christians, young and old, must
resist the pressure to live a double life.
John pointed out that we cannot be
walking in the truth and at the same time
be living an immoral life. (1 John 1:6) If
we are to have God’s approval now and
in the future, we need to behave as if
everything we do were under a spotlight.
In a sense, there is no such thing as a se-
cret sin because everything we do is vis-
ible to Jehovah.—Heb. 4:13.

8 We have to reject the world’s view
7. What pressure must we resist, and why?
8. What must we reject?

of sin. The apostle John wrote: “If we
make the statement, ‘We have no sin,’
we are misleading ourselves.” (1 John
1:8) In John’s day, apostates claimed
that a person could deliberately follow a
course of sin and still have a relationship
with God. Today, we are living among
people who have a similar view. Many
claim to believe in God, but they do not
agree with Jehovah’s view of sin, espe-
cially when it involves the subject of sex.
What Jehovah views as sinful conduct
they call a personal preference, or an al-
ternative lifestyle.

9 Young Christians in particular may
feel pressured to adopt their classmates’
or workmates’ views of immoral con-
duct. That is what happened to Aleksan-
dar. He recalls: “Some girls at school

9. How do young ones benefit by sticking to their
Bible-based convictions?
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tried to pressure me into having sex with
them.They said that since I did not have
a girlfriend, I must be a homosexual.” If
you face similar tests, remember that
when you stick to your Bible-based con-
victions, you protect your self-respect,
your health, your emotional well-being,
and your relationship with Jehovah.
And each time you resist temptation,
it will get easier for you to do what is
right. Remember, too, that this world’s
twisted view of sex originates with Sa-
tan. So when you refuse to compromise,
you ‘conquer the wicked one.’—1 John
2:14.

10 We acknowledge that Jehovah has
the right to define what is sinful con-
duct. And we do our best not to commit
a sin. But when we do sin, we confess

10. How does 1 John 1:9 help us to serve Jehovah
with a clean conscience?

our wrongdoing to Jehovah in prayer.
(Read 1 John 1:9.) And if we com-
mit a serious sin, we seek the help of
the elders, whom Jehovah has appoint-
ed to care for us. (Jas. 5:14-16) How-
ever, we should not be consumed by feel-
ings of guilt over past mistakes. Why
not? Because our loving Father provided
the ransom sacrifice of his Son so that
our sins can be forgiven. When Jehovah
says that he will forgive repentant sin-
ners, he means what he says. So there is
nothing to stop us from serving Jehovah
with a clean conscience.—1 John 2:1, 2,
12; 3:19, 20.

11 We must reject apostate teachings.
Since the beginning of the Christian
congregation, the Devil has been using
many deceivers to plant doubts in the

11. How can we protect our mind from teachings
that could harm our faith?

Youths, strengthen your Bible-based
convictions about what is right and
what is wrong morally so that you
can defend your faith
(See paragraph 9)
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minds of God’s faithful servants. As a re-
sult, we need to knowhow to discern the
difference between facts and lies.� Our
enemies may use the Internet or social
media to try to undermine our trust in
Jehovah and our love for our brothers.
Remember who is behind such propa-
ganda, and reject it!—1 John 4:1, 6; Rev.
12:9.

12 To resist Satan’s attacks, we need to
deepen our trust in Jesus and in the role
he plays in God’s purpose. We also need
to trust in the only channel that Jeho-
vah is using today. (Matt. 24:45-47) We
deepen our trust by regularly studying
God’s Word. Then our faith will be like a
tree that has roots that go deep into
the ground. Paul made a similar point
when writing to the Colossian congrega-
tion. He said: “Just as you have accept-
ed Christ Jesus the Lord, go on walk-
ing in union with him, being rooted and
built up in him and being stabilized in
the faith.” (Col. 2:6, 7) There is noth-
ing that Satan or those influenced by
him can do that will destabilize a Chris-
tian who has strengthened his own faith.
—2 John 8, 9.

13 We must expect to be hated by the
world. (1 John 3:13) John reminds us
that “the whole world is lying in the pow-
er of the wicked one.” (1 John 5:19) As
this system draws to an end, Satan’s an-
ger grows hotter. (Rev. 12:12) He uses
more than subtle forms of attack, such

� See the study article “Do You Have the Facts?” in the
August 2018 issue of The Watchtower.

12. Why should we deepen our appreciation for
the truths we have learned?
13. What should we expect, and why?

as the lure of immorality or the lies of
apostates. He will also use brute force.
Satan knows that he has only a short
period of time left to try to stop our
preaching work or to break our faith. It
is no surprise, then, that our work is re-
stricted or banned in a number of coun-
tries. Even so, ourbrothers and sisters in
those lands are enduring. They are prov-
ing that no matter what the wicked one
throws at us, we can be victorious!

HELP ONE ANOTHER
TO REMAIN IN THE TRUTH

14 To help our brothers and sisters to
remain in the truth, we must show com-
passion. (1 John 3:10, 11, 16-18) We
need to love one another not only when
things are going well but also when prob-
lems arise. For example, do you know
someone who has lost a loved one in
death and needs to be comforted or
helped in practical ways? Or have you
heard that fellow believers suffered loss
from a natural disaster and need help to
rebuild their Kingdom Halls or homes?
We show the depth of our love and com-
passion for our brothers and sisters not
only by what we say but, more impor-
tant, by what we do.

15 We imitate our loving heavenly Fa-
ther when we show love for one another.
(Read 1 John 4:7, 8.)An important way
that we show love is by forgiving one an-
other. For example, someone might hurt
us but then apologize. We show love by
forgiving him and putting his error be-

14. What is one way we can help our brothers and
sisters to remain in the truth?
15. As stated at 1 John 4:7, 8, what do we need
to do?



hind us. (Col. 3:13) A brother named
Aldo faced this test when he heard
a brother whom he respected make a
hurtful comment about his ethnic back-
ground. Aldo says, “I constantly prayed
to Jehovah to help me not to have nega-
tive feelings toward this brother.” But
Aldo did something else. He decided to
ask the brother to go out in service with
him. As they worked together, Aldo ex-
plained how he was affected by the re-
mark. “When the brother heard how I
felt about his hurtful comment,” says
Aldo, “he apologized. From the tone of
his voice, I could sense how much he re-
gretted what he had said. We parted as
friends and put the problem behind us.”

16 The apostle John felt a deep, lov-
ing concern for the spiritual welfare of
his brothers, and that feeling is clearly
reflected in the counsel he gave in his
three inspired letters. How encouraging
it is to know that men and women, like

16-17. What should be our determination?

him, are anointed to be corulers with
Christ!—1 John 2:27.

17 May we take to heart the counsel we
have discussed. Let us be determined to
walk in the truth, obeying Jehovah in all
aspects of our life. Study his Word, and
put your trust in it. Build strong faith in
Jesus. Reject human philosophies and
apostate teachings. Resist the pressure
to live a double life and to give in to
sin. Live by Jehovah’s high moral stan-
dards. And let us help our brothers re-
main strong by forgiving those who hurt
us and helping those in need. Then, de-
spite the struggles we face, we will keep
walking in the truth.

��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������

PICTURE DESCRIPTIONS Pages 22-23: While
in school, a young sister is bombarded with
homosexual propaganda. (In some cultures,
rainbow colors are used to signify homosexuality.)
Later, she takes time to do research to fortify her
Christian beliefs. This helps her to handle a
difficult challenge.

HOW WOULD YOU ANSWER?

˛ What does it mean to walk
in the truth?

˛ What obstacles do we face? ˛ How can we help our
brothers and sisters
remain in the truth?

SONG 49
Making Jehovah’s Heart Glad
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49 Making Jehovah’s Heart Glad
(Proverbs 27:11)

(See also Matt. 24:45-47; Luke 11:13; 22:42.)

Great God, we’ve vowed to do your will;
Your slave, your stew - ard here on earth,
Im - part to us your ac - tive force,

In wis - dom your work we’ll ful - fill,
De - clares your great - ness and your worth
That we may keep a faith - ful course

For then we know we’ll have a part
And feeds us nour - ish - ment when due,
And bring forth fruit - age to your praise.

In mak - ing glad your lov - ing heart.
To strength - en us your will to do.
May we make glad your heart each day.


