APRIL 6-12

Tuesday, April 7, 2020—The Memorial of Christ’s Death

During the Memorial season each year, many Christians
meditate on the two greatest expressions of love ever
shown—those of Jehovah God and of his Son, Jesus
Christ. (Joh 3:16; 15:13) Using this chart, you can

compare the Gospel accounts of Jesus’ final ministry

JESUS’ FINAL MINISTRY IN JERUSALEM

in Jerusalem. These events are discussed in section 6

of the book Jesus—The Way, the Truth, the Life. How will
the love of God and of Christ motivate you?—2Co 5:14,
15; 1Jo 4:16, 19.

Time Place Event Matthew Mark Luke John
33, Nisan 8 Bethany Jesus arrives six days before Passover 11:55-
(April 1-2, 2020) 12:1
Nisan 9 Bethany Mary pours oil on his head and feet 26:6-13 14:3-9 12:2-11
(April 2-3, 2020)
Bethany- Enters Jerusalem triumphantly, 21:1-11, 11:1-11 19:29-44  12:12-19
Bethphage- riding on a donkey 14-17
Jerusalem
Nisan 10 Bethany- Curses fig tree; 21:18,19; 11:12-17 19:45, 46
(April 3-4,2020) | Jerusalem cleanses temple again 21:12,13
Jerusalem Chief priests and scribes scheme to destroy Jesus 11:18,19 19:47, 48
Jehovah speaks; Jesus foretells his death; disbelief 12:20-50
of Jews fulfills prophecy of Isaiah
Nisan 11 Bethany- Withered fig tree lesson 21:19-22  11:20-25
(April 4-5, 2020) | Jerusalem
Jerusalem, His authority challenged; 21:23-32  11:27-33  20:1-8
temple illustration of two sons
lllustrations: murderous 21:33- 12:1-12 20:9-19
cultivators, marriage feast 22:14
Answers questions on God and Caesar, 22:15-40 12:13-34  20:20-40
resurrection, greatest commandment
Asks crowd if Christ is David’s son 22:41-46  12:35-37 20:41-44
Woes to scribes and Pharisees 23:1-39 12:38-40 20:45-47
Observes widow’s contribution 12:41-44  21:1-4
Mount of Gives sign of future presence 24:1-51 13:1-37 21:5-38
Olives
lllustrations: ten virgins, talents, sheep and goats 25:1-46
Nisan 12 Jerusalem Jewish leaders plot to kill him 26:1-5 14:1, 2 22:1,2
(April 5-6, 2020)
Judas arranges betrayal 26:14-16  14:10,11 22:3-6
Nisan 13 Near and in Prepares for last Passover 26:17-19  14:12-16  22:7-13
(April 6-7,2020)  Jerusalem




FAMILY WORSHIP SUGGESTION

Watch and discuss the videos ‘For a
Certainty God Made Him Lord and Christ’
—Parts | and Il (video category MOVIES).

Time Place Event Matthew Mark Luke John
Nisan 14 Jerusalem Eats Passover with apostles 26:20,21 14:17,18 22:14-18
(April 7-8, 2020)
Washes feet of apostles 13:1-20
Jesus identifies Judas as traitor and dismisses him 26:21-25 14:18-21 22:21-23  13:21-30
Institutes the Lord’s Evening Meal 26:26-29 14:22-25  22:19, 20,
(1Co 11:23-25) 24-30
Foretells Peter’s denials and scattering of apostles 26:31-35 14:27-31  22:31-38  13:31-38
Promises helpers; illustration of true vine; gives 14:1-
command to love; last prayer with apostles 17:26
Gethsemane  Agony in the garden; 26:30, 14:26, 22:39-53 18:1-12
Jesus’ betrayal and arrest 36-56 32-52
Jerusalem Questioned by Annas; trial by Caiaphas, Sanhedrin;  26:57-27:1 14:53-15:1 22:54-71  18:13-27
Peter denies him
Judas the betrayer hangs himself (Ac 1:18, 19) 27:3-10
Before Pilate, then Herod, and 27:2, 15:1-5 23:1-12 18:28-
back to Pilate 11-14 38
Pilate seeks his release but Jews ask for Barabbas; 27:15-30  15:6-19 23:13-25  18:39-
sentenced to death on the torture stake 19:16
(c. 3:00 p.m.) | Golgotha Dies on torture stake 27:31-56  15:20-41 23:26-49 19:16-30
Jerusalem Body taken from the stake and placed in tomb 27:57-61  15:42-47 23:50-56 19:31-42
Nisan 15 Jerusalem Priests and Pharisees get guard for tomb and seal it  27:62-66
(April 8-9, 2020)
Nisan 16 Jerusalem Jesus resurrected; 28:1-15 16:1-8 24:1-49 20:1-25
(April 9-10, 2020)  and vicinity; appears five times to disciples
Emmaus
After Jerusalem; Makes more appearances to disciples (1Co 15:5-7; 28:16-20 20:26-
Nisan 16 Galilee Ac 1:3-8); instructs; commissions disciple-making 21:25
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April 6-12
Tuesday, April 7, 2020—The Memorial of Christ's Death

During the Memorial season each year, many Christians
meditate on the two greatest expressions of love ever
shown—those of Jehovah God and of his Son, Jesus Christ.
(John 3:16; 15:13) Using this chart, you can compare the
Gospel accounts of Jesus' final ministry in Jerusalem.
These events are discussed in section 6 of the book
Jesus—The Way, the Truth, the Life. How will the love of
God and of Christ motivate you?—2 Corinthians 5:14,15; 1
John 4:16,19.

Jesus’ Final Ministry in Jerusalem

Time: 33, Nisan 8 (April 1-2, 2020)

Place: Bethany

Event: Jesus arrives six days before Passover
Scripture Reference: John 11:55-12:1

(John 11:55-12:1) Now the Passover of the Jews was neatr,
and many people from the countryside went up to
Jerusalem before the Passover to cleanse themselves
ceremonially. *° They were looking for Jesus, and they were
saying to one another as they stood around in the temple:
“What is your opinion? That he will not come to the festival
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at all?” >’ But the chief priests and the Pharisees had given
orders that if anyone got to know where Jesus was, he
should report it, so that they could seize him.

12 Six days before the Passover, Jesus arrived at
Beth'a-ny, where Laz'a-rus was, whom Jesus had raised up
from the dead.

Time: Nisan 9 (April 2-3, 2020)

Place: Bethany

Event: Mary pours oil on his head and feet

Scripture References: Matthew 26:6-13; Mark 14:3-9; John
12:2-11

(Matthew 26:6-13) While Jesus was in Beth'a'ny in the
house of Simon the leper, ” a woman with an alabaster jar of
costly perfumed oil approached him, and she began pouring
it on his head as he was dining. ° On seeing this, the
disciples became indignant and said: “Why this waste? ° For
this could have been sold for a great deal of money and
given to the poor.” *° Aware of this, Jesus said to them:
“Why do you try to make trouble for the woman? She did a
fine deed toward me. ™ For you always have the poor with
you, but you will not always have me. ** When she put this
perfumed oil on my body, she did it to prepare me for burial.
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% Truly | say to you, wherever this good news is preached in
all the world, what this woman did will also be told In
memory of her.”

(Mark 14:3-9) And while he was at Beth'a-ny dining in the
house of Simon the leper, a woman came with an alabaster
jar of perfumed oil, genuine nard, very expensive. She broke
open the alabaster jar and began pouring it on his head. * At
this some said to one another indignantly: “Why has this
perfumed oil been wasted? ° For this perfumed oil could
have been sold for more than 300 de-nar'i-i and the money
given to the poor!” And they were greatly annoyed with her.
° But Jesus said: “Let her alone. Why do you try to make
trouble for her? She did a fine deed toward me. ’ For you
always have the poor with you, and you can do them good
whenever you want to, but you will not always have me.
® She did what she could; she poured perfumed oil on my
body beforehand, in view of the burial. ° Truly | say to you,
wherever the good news is preached in all the world, what
this woman did will also be told in memory of her.”

(John 12:2-11) So they spread an evening meal for him
there, and Martha was serving them, but Laz'a-rus was one
of those dining with him. °® Then Mary took a pound of
perfumed oil, genuine nard, very costly, and she poured it
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on the feet of Jesus and wiped his feet dry with her hair. The
house became filled with the scent of the perfumed oil. * But
Judas Is-car'i-ot, one of his disciples, who was about to
betray him, said: °> “Why was this perfumed oil not sold for
300 de-nar'i-i and given to the poor?” ® He said this, though,
not because he was concerned about the poor, but because
he was a thief and had the money box and used to steal the
money put in it. * Then Jesus said: “Let her alone, so that
she may keep this observance in view of the day of my
burial. ® For you always have the poor with you, but you will
not always have me.” ® Meanwhile, a large crowd of Jews
got to know that he was there, and they came not only
because of Jesus but also to see Laz'a:rus, whom he had
raised up from the dead. '° The chief priests now conspired
to kill Laz'a-rus also, *' since it was because of him that
many of the Jews were going there and putting faith in
Jesus.

Place: Bethany-Bethphage-Jerusalem

Event: Enters Jerusalem triumphantly, riding on a donkey
Scripture References: Matthew 21:1-11,14-17; Mark 11:1-
11: Luke 19:29-44: John 12:12-19

(Matthew 21:1-11) When they got close to Jerusalem and
arrived at Beth'pha-ge on the Mount of Olives, then Jesus
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sent two disciples, ° saying to them: “Go into the village that
Is within sight, and you will at once find a donkey tied and a
colt with her. Untie them and bring them to me. ° If someone
says anything to you, you must say, ‘The Lord needs them.’
At that he will immediately send them.” * This actually took
place to fulfill what was spoken through the prophet, who
said: > “Tell the daughter of Zion: ‘Look! Your king is coming
to you, mild-tempered and mounted on a donkey, yes, on a
colt, the offspring of a beast of burden.” ° So the disciples
went and did just as Jesus had instructed them. ’ They
brought the donkey and its colt, and they put their outer
garments on them, and he sat on them. ® Most of the crowd
spread their outer garments on the road, while others were
cutting down branches from the trees and spreading them
on the road. ® Moreover, the crowds going ahead of him and
those following him kept shouting: “Save, we pray, the Son
of David! Blessed is the one who comes in Jehovah’s name!
Save him, we pray, in the heights above!” *° And when he
entered Jerusalem, the whole city was in an uproar, saying:
“Who is this?” '* The crowds kept saying: “This is the
prophet Jesus, from Naz'a-reth of Gal'i-lee!”

(Matthew 21:14-17) Also, blind and lame people came to
him in the temple, and he cured them. * When the chief
priests and the scribes saw the marvelous things he did and
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the boys who were shouting in the temple, “Save, we pray,
the Son of David!” they became indignant *® and said to him:
“Do you hear what these are saying?” Jesus said to them:
“Yes. Did you never read this, ‘Out of the mouth of children
and infants, you have brought forth praise’?” ** And leaving
them behind, he went out of the city to Beth'a-ny and spent
the night there.

(Mark 11:1-11) Now when they were getting near to
Jerusalem, to Beth'pha-ge and Beth'a-ny at the Mount of
Olives, he sent two of his disciples * and told them: “Go into
the village that is within sight, and as soon as you enter It,
you will find a colt tied on which no man has sat until now.
Untie it and bring it here. ° And if anyone says to you, ‘Why
are you doing this?’ say, ‘The Lord needs it and will send it
back here right away.” * So they went away and found the
colt tied at a door, outside on the side street, and they
untied it. °> But some of those standing there said to them:
“What are you doing untying the colt?” ® They told them just
what Jesus had said, and they let them go. " And they
brought the colt to Jesus, and they put their outer garments
on it, and he sat on it. ® Also, many spread their outer
garments on the road, but others cut down foliage from the
fields. ° And those going in front and those coming behind
kept shouting: “Save, we pray! Blessed is the one who
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comes in Jehovah’s name! * Blessed is the coming
Kingdom of our father David! Save, we pray, in the heights
above!” " And he entered Jerusalem and went into the
temple, and he looked around at everything, but since the
hour was already late, he went out to Beth'a-ny with the
Twelve.

(Luke 19:29-44) And when he got near to Beth'pha-ge and
Beth'a-ny at the mountain called Mount of Olives, he sent
two of the disciples, *° saying: “Go into the village that is
within sight, and after you enter it, you will find a colt tied, on
which no man has ever sat. Untie it and bring it here. ** But
if anyone asks you, ‘Why are you untying it?” you must say,
‘The Lord needs it.” ** So those who were sent went away
and found it just as he had said to them. *° But as they were
untying the colt, its owners said to them: "“Why are you
untying the colt?” ** They said: “The Lord needs it.” *°> And
they led it to Jesus, and they threw their outer garments on
the colt and seated Jesus on it. °° As he moved along, they
were spreading their outer garments on the road. " As soon
as he got near the road down the Mount of Olives, the whole
multitude of the disciples began to rejoice and to praise God
with a loud voice because of all the powerful works they had
seen, *° saying: “Blessed is the one coming as the King in
Jehovah’'s name! Peace in heaven, and glory in the heights
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above!” *® However, some of the Pharisees from the crowd
said to him: “Teacher, rebuke your disciples.” *° But in reply
he said: “I tell you, if these remained silent, the stones would
cry out.” ** And when he got nearby, he viewed the city and
wept over it, ** saying: “If you, even you, had discerned on
this day the things having to do with peace—but now they
have been hidden from your eyes. ** Because the days will
come upon you when your enemies will build around you a
fortification of pointed stakes and will encircle you and
besiege you from every side. * They will dash you and your
children within you to the ground, and they will not leave a
stone upon a stone in you, because you did not discern the
time of your being inspected.”

(John 12:12-19) The next day the large crowd that had
come to the festival heard that Jesus was coming to
Jerusalem. ** So they took branches of palm trees and went
out to meet him, and they began to shout: “Save, we pray
you! Blessed is the one who comes in Jehovah’s name, the
King of Israel!” ** When Jesus found a young donkey, he sat
on it, just as it is written: *> “Have no fear, daughter of Zion.
Look! Your king is coming, seated on a donkey’'s colt.”
'® These things his disciples did not understand at first, but
when Jesus was glorified, they recalled that these things
were written about him and that they did these things to him.
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" Now the crowd that was with him when he called
Laz'a-rus out of the tomb and raised him up from the dead
kept bearing witness. *° This is also why the crowd went to
meet him, because they heard he had performed this sign.
% So the Pharisees said among themselves: “You see that
you are not getting anywhere. Look! The whole world has
gone after him.”

Time: Nisan 10 (April 3-4, 2020)

Place: Bethany-Jerusalem

Event: Curses fig tree; cleanses temple again

Scripture References: Matthew 21:18,19; 21:12,13; Mark
11:12-17; Luke 19:45,46

(Matthew 21:18, 19) While returning to the city early in the
morning, he felt hungry. *® He caught sight of a fig tree by
the road and went to it, but he found nothing on it except
leaves, and he said to it: “Let no fruit come from you ever
again.” And the fig tree withered instantly.

(Matthew 21:12, 13) Jesus entered the temple and threw
out all those selling and buying in the temple, and he
overturned the tables of the money changers and the
benches of those selling doves. ** And he said to them: “It is
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written, ‘My house will be called a house of prayer,” but you
are making it a cave of robbers.”

(Mark 11:12-17) The next day when they were leaving
Beth'a-ny, he felt hungry. **> From a distance he caught sight
of a fig tree that had leaves, and he went to see whether he
could find something on it. But on coming to it, he found
nothing but leaves, for it was not the season for figs. ** So
he said to it: “Let no one eat fruit from you ever again.” And
his disciples were listening. *> They now came to Jerusalem.
There he entered the temple and started to throw out those
selling and buying in the temple, and he overturned the
tables of the money changers and the benches of those
selling doves, *® and he would not let anyone carry a utensil
through the temple. '’ He was teaching and saying to them:
“Is it not written, ‘My house will be called a house of prayer
for all the nations’? But you have made it a cave of robbers.”

(Luke 19:45, 46) Then he entered the temple and started to
throw out those who were selling, *® saying to them: “It is
written, ‘My house will be a house of prayer,” but you have
made it a cave of robbers.”
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Place: Jerusalem
Event: Chief priests and scribes scheme to destroy Jesus
Scripture References: Mark 11:18,19; Luke 19:47,48

(Mark 11:18, 19) And the chief priests and the scribes heard
it, and they began to seek how to kill him; for they were in
fear of him, because all the crowd was astounded at his
teaching. *® When it became late in the day, they went out of
the city.

(Luke 19:47, 48) He continued teaching daily in the temple.
But the chief priests and the scribes and the principal ones
of the people were seeking to kill him; “° but they did not find
any way to do this, for the people one and all kept hanging
on to him to hear him.

Event: Jehovah speaks; Jesus foretells his death; disbelief
of Jews fulfills prophecy of Isaiah
Scripture Reference: John 12:20-50

(John 12:20-50) *° Now there were some Greeks among
those who had come to worship at the festival. “* So these
approached Philip, who was from Beth-sa'i-da of Gal'i-lee,
and they began to request him, saying: “Sir, we want to see
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Jesus.” * Philip came and told Andrew. Andrew and Philip
came and told Jesus.

3 But Jesus answered them: “The hour has come for the
Son of man to be glorified. ** Most truly | say to you, unless
a grain of wheat falls to the ground and dies, it remains just
one grain; but if it dies, it then bears much fruit. © Whoever
IS fond of his life destroys it, but whoever hates his life in this
world will safeguard it for everlasting life. *° If anyone would
minister to me, let him follow me, and where | am, there my
minister will be also. If anyone would minister to me, the
Father will honor him. " Now | am troubled, and what
should | say? Father, save me out of this hour.
Nevertheless, this is why | have come to this hour. *° Father,
glorify your name.” Then a voice came out of heaven: “l|
have glorified it and will glorify it again.”

> The crowd that was standing there heard it and began
to say that it had thundered. Others said: “An angel has
spoken to him.” *° Jesus answered: “This voice has
occurred, not for my sake, but for your sakes. ** Now there
IS a judging of this world; now the ruler of this world will be
cast out. ** And yet |, if | am lifted up from the earth, will
draw all sorts of men to myself.” ** This he was really saying
to indicate what sort of death he was about to die. ** Then
the crowd answered him: “We heard from the Law that the
Christ remains forever. How can you say that the Son of
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man must be lifted up? Who is this Son of man?” * So
Jesus said to them: “The light will be among you a little
while longer. Walk while you still have the light, so that
darkness does not overpower you; whoever walks in the
darkness does not know where he is going. *°® While you
have the light, exercise faith in the light, so that you may
become sons of light.”

Jesus said these things and went off and hid from them.
*" Although he had performed so many signs before them,
they were not putting faith in him, *® so that the word of
Isaiah the prophet might be fulfilled, who said: “Jehovah,
who has put faith in the thing heard from us? And as for the
arm of Jehovah, to whom has it been revealed?” * The
reason why they were not able to believe is that again Isaiah
said: “°“He has blinded their eyes and has made their
hearts hard, so that they would not see with their eyes and
understand with their hearts and turn around and | heal
them.” ** Isaiah said these things because he saw his glory,
and he spoke about him. ** All the same, many even of the
rulers actually put faith in him, but they would not
acknowledge him because of the Pharisees, so that they
would not be expelled from the synagogue; *° for they loved
the glory of men even more than the glory of God.

* However, Jesus called out and said: “Whoever puts
faith in me puts faith not only in me but also in him who sent

13



me; > and whoever sees me sees also the One who sent
me. **1 have come as a light into the world, so that
everyone putting faith in me may not remain in the
darkness. *’ But if anyone hears my sayings and does not
keep them, | do not judge him; for | came, not to judge the
world, but to save the world. *®* Whoever disregards me and
does not receive my sayings has one to judge him. The
word that | have spoken is what will judge him on the last
day. *® For | have not spoken of my own initiative, but the
Father who sent me has himself given me a commandment
about what to say and what to speak. >° And | know that his
commandment means everlasting life. So whatever | speak,
| speak just as the Father has told me.”

Time: Nisan 11 (April 4-5, 2020)

Place: Bethany-Jerusalem

Event: Withered fig tree lesson

Scripture References: Matthew 21:19-22; Mark 11:20-25

(Matthew 21:19-22) He caught sight of a fig tree by the road
and went to it, but he found nothing on it except leaves, and
he said to it: “Let no fruit come from you ever again.” And
the fig tree withered instantly. *° When the disciples saw
this, they were amazed and said: “How is it that the fig tree
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withered instantly?” “* In answer Jesus said to them: “Truly |
say to you, if you have faith and do not doubt, not only will
you do what | did to the fig tree, but even if you say to this
mountain, ‘Be lifted up and thrown into the sea,” it will
happen. > And all the things you ask in prayer, having faith,
you will receive.”

(Mark 11:20-25) But when they were passing by early in the
morning, they saw the fig tree already withered from its
roots. °* Peter, remembering it, said to him: “Rabbi, see! the
fig tree that you cursed has withered.” ** In reply Jesus said
to them: “Have faith in God. * Truly | say to you that
whoever tells this mountain, ‘Be lifted up and thrown into the
sea, and does not doubt in his heart but has faith that what
he says is going to happen, he will have it happen. ** This is
why [ tell you, all the things you pray and ask for, have faith
that you have received them, and you will have them. > And
when you stand praying, forgive whatever you have against
anyone, so that your Father who is in the heavens may also
forgive you your trespasses.”

Place: Jerusalem, temple

Event: His authority challenged; illustration of two sons
Scripture References: Matthew 21:23-32; Mark 11:27-33;
Luke 20:1-8
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(Matthew 21:23-32) 2 After he went into the temple, the
chief priests and the elders of the people came up to him
while he was teaching and said: “By what authority do you
do these things? And who gave you this authority?” ** In
reply Jesus said to them: “I will also ask you one thing. If
you tell me, then | will also tell you by what authority | do
these things: *° The baptism by John, from what source was
it? From heaven or from men?” But they began to reason
among themselves, saying: “If we say, ‘From heaven,” he
will say to us, ‘Why, then, did you not believe him?’ %° But if
we say, ‘From men,” we have the crowd to fear, for they all
regard John as a prophet.” *’ So they answered Jesus: “We
do not know.” He, in turn, said to them: “Neither am | telling
you by what authority | do these things.

* “What do you think? A man had two children. Going up
to the first, he said, ‘Child, go work today in the vineyard.’
*>In answer this one said, ‘I will not,’ but afterward, he felt
regret and went out. *° Approaching the second, he said the
same. This one replied, ‘| will, Sir,’ but did not go out.
*1 Which of the two did the will of his father?” They said:
“The first.” Jesus said to them: “Truly | say to you that the
tax collectors and the prostitutes are going ahead of you into
the Kingdom of God. ** For John came to you in a way of
righteousness, but you did not believe him. However, the tax
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collectors and the prostitutes believed him, and even when
you saw this, you did not feel regret afterward so as to
believe him.

(Mark 11:27-33) They came again to Jerusalem. And as he
was walking in the temple, the chief priests and the scribes
and the elders came ® and said to him: “By what authority
do you do these things? Or who gave you this authority to
do these things?” *° Jesus said to them: “l will ask you one
guestion. Answer me, and | will tell you by what authority |
do these things. *° Was the baptism by John from heaven or
from men? Answer me.” ** So they began to reason among
themselves, saying: “If we say, ‘From heaven,” he will say,
‘Why, then, did you not believe him?’ ** But dare we say,
‘From men’?” They were in fear of the crowd, for these all
held that John had really been a prophet. ** So they
answered Jesus: “We do not know.” Jesus said to them:
“Neither am | telling you by what authority | do these things.”

(Luke 20:1-8) On one of the days while he was teaching the
people in the temple and declaring the good news, the chief
priests and the scribes with the elders came *and said to
him: “Tell us, by what authority do you do these things? Or
who gave you this authority?” ° He replied to them: “I will
also ask you a question, and you tell me: * Was the baptism
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of John from heaven or from men?” ° Then they drew
conclusions among themselves, saying: “If we say, ‘From
heaven,’ he will say, ‘Why did you not believe him?’ ° But if
we say, ‘From men,’ the people one and all will stone us, for
they are convinced that John was a prophet.” ’ So they
replied that they did not know its source. °® Jesus said to
them: “Neither am | telling you by what authority | do these
things.”

Event: lllustrations: murderous cultivators, marriage feast
Scripture References: Matthew 21:33-22:14; Mark 12:1-
12; Luke 20:9-19

(Matthew 21:33-22:14) * “Hear another illustration: There
was a man, a landowner, who planted a vineyard and put a
fence around it and dug a winepress in it and erected a
tower; then he leased it to cultivators and traveled abroad.
** When the fruit season came around, he sent his slaves to
the cultivators to collect his fruit. *> However, the cultivators
took his slaves, and they beat one up, another they Kkilled,
another they stoned. °*° Again he sent other slaves, more
than the first group, but they did the same to these. *’ Lastly
he sent his son to them, saying, ‘They will respect my son.’
*On seeing the son, the cultivators said among
themselves, ‘This is the heir. Come, let us kill him and get
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his inheritance!” *° So they took him and threw him out of the
vineyard and killed him. *° Therefore, when the owner of the
vineyard comes, what will he do to those -cultivators?”
' They said to him: “Because they are evil, he will bring a
terrible destruction on them and will lease the vineyard to
other cultivators, who will give him the fruits when they
become due.”

* Jesus said to them: “Did you never read in the
Scriptures, ‘The stone that the builders rejected, this has
become the chief cornerstone. This has come from
Jehovah, and it is marvelous in our eyes? * This is why |
say to you, the Kingdom of God will be taken from you and
be given to a nation producing its fruits. ** Also, the person
falling on this stone will be shattered. As for anyone on
whom it falls, it will crush him.”

* When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his
llustrations, they knew that he was speaking about them.
* Although they wanted to seize him, they feared the
crowds, because these regarded him as a prophet.

22 Once more Jesus spoke to them with illustrations,
saying: * “The Kingdom of the heavens may be likened to a
king who made a marriage feast for his son. °> And he sent
his slaves to call those invited to the marriage feast, but they
were unwilling to come. *Again he sent other slaves,
saying, ‘Tell those invited: “Look! | have prepared my dinner,
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my bulls and fattened animals are slaughtered, and
everything is ready. Come to the marriage feast.” ° But
unconcerned they went off, one to his own field, another to
his business; ° but the rest, seizing his slaves, treated them
Insolently and killed them.

"“The king grew wrathful and sent his armies and killed
those murderers and burned their city. ° Then he said to his
slaves, ‘The marriage feast is ready, but those invited were
not worthy. ° Therefore, go to the roads leading out of the
city, and invite anyone you find to the marriage feast.’
% Accordingly, those slaves went out to the roads and
gathered all they found, both wicked and good; and the
room for the wedding ceremonies was filled with those
dining.

1 “\When the king came in to inspect the guests, he caught
sight of a man not wearing a marriage garment. ** So he
said to him, ‘Fellow, how did you get in here without a
marriage garment?’ He was speechless. ** Then the king
said to his servants, ‘Bind him hand and foot and throw him
Into the darkness outside. There is where his weeping and
the gnashing of his teeth will be.’

' “For there are many invited, but few chosen.”

(Mark 12:1-12) Then he started to speak to them with
illustrations: “A man planted a vineyard and put a fence
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around it and dug a vat for the winepress and erected a
tower; then he leased it to cultivators and traveled abroad.
“In due season he sent a slave to the cultivators to collect
some of the fruits of the vineyard from them. ® But they took
him, beat him, and sent him away empty-handed. * Again he
sent another slave to them, and that one they struck on the
head and dishonored. ° And he sent another, and that one
they killed, and many others, some of whom they beat and
some of whom they killed. ® One more he had, a beloved
son. He sent him to them last, saying, “They will respect my
son.’ ’ But those cultivators said among themselves, ‘This is
the heir. Come, let us kill him, and the inheritance will be
ours.’ ® So they took him and killed him and threw him out of
the vineyard. ° What will the owner of the vineyard do? He
will come and kill the cultivators and will give the vineyard to
others. '° Did you never read this scripture: ‘The stone that
the builders rejected, this has become the chief cornerstone.
' This has come from Jehovah, and it is marvelous in our
eyes’?”

2 At that they wanted to seize him, but they feared the
crowd, for they knew that he spoke the illustration with them
In mind. So they left him and went away.

(Luke 20:9-19) ° Then he began to tell the people this
illustration: “A man planted a vineyard and leased it to
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cultivators, and he traveled abroad for a considerable time.
%1n due season he sent a slave to the cultivators so that
they would give him some of the fruit of the vineyard. The
cultivators, however, sent him away empty-handed, after
beating him. ** But again he sent another slave. That one
also they beat and humiliated and sent away empty-handed.
2 Yet again he sent a third; this one also they wounded and
threw out. ** At this the owner of the vineyard said, ‘What
should | do? | will send my son, the beloved. They will likely
respect this one.” * When the cultivators caught sight of
him, they reasoned with one another, saying, ‘This is the
heir. Let us kill him so that the inheritance may become
ours.” ™ So they threw him out of the vineyard and killed
him. What, then, will the owner of the vineyard do to them?
® He will come and kill these cultivators and will give the
vineyard to others.”

On hearing this, they said: “Never may that happen!”
" But he looked straight at them and said: “What, then,
does this mean where it is written: “The stone that the
builders rejected, this has become the chief cornerstone’?
' Everyone falling on that stone will be shattered. As for
anyone on whom it falls, it will crush him.”

 The scribes and the chief priests then sought to get their
hands on him in that very hour, but they feared the people,
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for they realized that he told this illustration with them in
mind.

Event. Answers questions on God and Caesar,
resurrection, greatest commandment

Scripture References: Matthew 22:15-40; Mark 12:13-34;
Luke 20:20-40

(Matthew 22:15-40) *° Then the Pharisees went and
conspired together in order to trap him in his speech. *° So
they sent their disciples to him, together with party followers
of Herod, saying: “Teacher, we know you are truthful and
teach the way of God in truth, and you do not seek anyone’s
favor, for you do not look at the outward appearance of
people. '’ Tell us, then, what do you think? Is it lawful to pay
head tax to Caesar or not?” " But Jesus, knowing their
wickedness, said: “Why do you put me to the test,
hypocrites? * Show me the tax coin.” They brought him a
de-nari-us. “°He said to them: “Whose image and
inscription is this?” “* They said: “Caesar’s.” Then he said to
them: “Pay back, therefore, Caesar’s things to Caesar, but
God’s things to God.” ** When they heard that, they were
amazed, and they left him and went away.

*>0On that day the Sadducees, who say there is no

resurrection, came and asked him: 24 “Teacher, Moses said:
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‘If any man dies without having children, his brother must
marry his wife and raise up offspring for his brother.” © Now
there were seven brothers with us. The first married and
died, and having no offspring, he left his wife for his brother.
® The same thing happened with the second and the third,
through all seven. °’ Last of all, the woman died. % So in the
resurrection, of the seven, whose wife will she be? For they
all had her as a wife.”

* In reply Jesus said to them: “You are mistaken, because
you know neither the Scriptures nor the power of God; * for
In the resurrection neither do men marry nor are women
given Iin marriage, but they are as angels in heaven.
1 Regarding the resurrection of the dead, have you not read
what was spoken to you by God, who said: ** ‘I am the God
of Abraham and the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob’?
He is the God, not of the dead, but of the living.” > On
hearing that, the crowds were astounded at his teaching.

>* After the Pharisees heard that he had silenced the
Sadducees, they came together in one group. * And one of
them, versed in the Law, tested him by asking: *° “Teacher,
which is the greatest commandment in the Law?” *" He said
to him: “You must love Jehovah your God with your whole
heart and with your whole soul and with your whole mind.’
* This is the greatest and first commandment. °° The
second, like it, is this: ‘You must love your neighbor as

24



yourself.” “° On these two commandments the whole Law
hangs, and the Prophets.”

(Mark 12:13-34)  Next they sent to him some of the
Pharisees and of the party followers of Herod in order to
catch him in his speech. ** On arriving, these said to him:
“Teacher, we know you are truthful and you do not seek
anyone’'s favor, for you do not look at the outward
appearance of people, but you teach the way of God in line
with truth. Is it lawful to pay head tax to Caesar or not?
> Should we pay, or should we not pay?” Detecting their
hypocrisy, he said to them: “Why do you put me to the test?
Bring me a de-nar'i-us to look at.” *° They brought one, and
he said to them: “Whose image and inscription is this?”
They said to him: “Caesar’s.” *" Jesus then said: “Pay back
Caesar’s things to Caesar, but God’s things to God.” And
they were amazed at him.

® Now the Sadducees, who say there is no resurrection,
came and asked him: ™ “Teacher, Moses wrote us that if
someone’s brother dies and leaves a wife behind but does
not leave a child, his brother should take the wife and raise
up offspring for his brother. *° There were seven brothers.
The first took a wife, but when he died he left no offspring.
L And the second married her but died without leaving
offspring, and the third the same way. ** And all seven left
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no offspring. Last of all, the woman also died. *°In the
resurrection, whose wife will she be? For the seven had her
as a wife.” ** Jesus said to them: “Is not this why you are
mistaken, because you know neither the Scriptures nor the
power of God? #° For when they rise from the dead, neither
do men marry nor are women given in marriage, but they
are as angels in the heavens. “° But concerning the dead
being raised up, have you not read in the book of Moses, in
the account about the thornbush, that God said to him: ‘| am
the God of Abraham and God of Isaac and God of Jacob’?
“"He is a God, not of the dead, but of the living. You are
very much mistaken.”

8 One of the scribes who had come up and heard them
disputing, knowing that he had answered them in a fine way,
asked him: “Which commandment is first of all?” *° Jesus
answered: “The first is, ‘Hear, O Israel, Jehovah our God is
one Jehovah, * and you must love Jehovah your God with
your whole heart and with your whole soul and with your
whole mind and with your whole strength.” ** The second is
this, “You must love your neighbor as yourself.” There is no
other commandment greater than these.” ** The scribe said
to him: “Teacher, you spoke well, in line with truth, ‘He is
One, and there is no other besides him’; ** and to love him
with one’s whole heart, with one’s whole understanding, and
with one’s whole strength and to love one’s neighbor as
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oneself is worth far more than all the whole burnt offerings
and sacrifices.” ** At this Jesus, discerning that he had
answered intelligently, said to him: “You are not far from the
Kingdom of God.” But no one had the courage to question
him anymore.

(Luke 20:20-40) *° And after observing him closely, they
sent men whom they had secretly hired to pretend that they
were righteous in order to catch him in his speech, so as to
turn him over to the government and to the authority of the
governor. “* And they questioned him, saying: “Teacher, we
know you speak and teach correctly and show no partiality,
but you teach the way of God in line with truth: * Is it lawful
for us to pay taxes to Caesar or not?” *° But he detected
their cunning and said to them: ** “Show me a de-nar'i-us.
Whose image and inscription does it have?” They said:
“Caesar’s.” ®° He said to them: “By all means, then, pay
back Caesar’s things to Caesar but God’s things to God.”
° Well, they were not able to trap him in his speech before
the people, but amazed at his answer, they became silent.

*" However, some of the Sadducees, those who say there
is no resurrection, came and asked him: *® “Teacher, Moses
wrote us, ‘If a man’s brother dies, leaving a wife, but he was
childless, his brother should take the wife and raise up
offspring for his brother.” *® Now there were seven brothers.
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The first took a wife but died childless. *° So the second
*Land the third married her. Likewise even all seven; they
died and left no children. ** Finally the woman also died.
*3 Consequently, in the resurrection, whose wife will she
become? For the seven had her as a wife.”

** Jesus said to them: “The children of this system of
things marry and are given in marriage, >> but those who
have been counted worthy of gaining that system of things
and the resurrection from the dead neither marry nor are
given in marriage. *° In fact, neither can they die anymore,
for they are like the angels, and they are God’s children by
being children of the resurrection. *’ But that the dead are
raised up, even Moses made known in the account about
the thornbush, when he calls Jehovah ‘the God of Abraham
and God of Isaac and God of Jacob.” * He is a God, not of
the dead, but of the living, for they are all living to him.” *° In
response some of the scribes said: “Teacher, you spoke
well.” *° For they no longer had the courage to ask him a
single question.

Event: Asks crowd if Christ is David’s son

Scripture References: Matthew 22:41-46; Mark 12:35-37;
Luke 20:41-44
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(Matthew 22:41-46) Now while the Pharisees were
gathered together, Jesus asked them: ** “What do you think
about the Christ? Whose son is he?” They said to him:
“David’s.” ** He asked them: “How is it, then, that David
under inspiration calls him Lord, saying, ** ‘Jehovah said to
my Lord: “Sit at my right hand until | put your enemies
beneath your feet”? * If, then, David calls him Lord, how is
he his son?” *® And nobody was able to say a word in reply
to him, and from that day on, no one dared to question him
any further.

(Mark 12:35-37) However, as Jesus continued teaching in
the temple, he said: “How is it that the scribes say that the
Christ is David’s son? °° By the holy spirit, David himself
said, ‘Jehovah said to my Lord: “Sit at my right hand until |
put your enemies beneath your feet.” *’ David himself calls
him Lord, so how can it be that he is his son?” And the large
crowd was listening to him with pleasure.

(Luke 20:41-44) In turn he asked them: “How is it they say
that the Christ is David’s son? “* For David himself says in
the book of Psalms, ‘Jehovah said to my Lord: “Sit at my
right hand *° until | place your enemies as a stool for your
feet.” ** David, therefore, calls him Lord; so how is he his
son?”
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Event: Woes to scribes and Pharisees
Scripture References: Matthew 23:1-39; Mark 12:38-40;
Luke 20:45-47

(Matthew 23:1-39) Then Jesus spoke to the crowds and to
his disciples, saying: “ “The scribes and the Pharisees have
seated themselves in the seat of Moses. ° Therefore, all the
things they tell you, do and observe, but do not do according
to their deeds, for they say but they do not practice what
they say. * They bind up heavy loads and put them on the
shoulders of men, but they themselves are not willing to
budge them with their finger. ° All the works they do, they do
to be seen by men, for they broaden the scripture-containing
cases that they wear as safeguards and lengthen the fringes
of their garments. ° They like the most prominent place at
evening meals and the front seats in the synagogues  and
the greetings in the marketplaces and to be called Rabbi by
men. ° But you, do not you be called Rabbi, for one is your
Teacher, and all of you are brothers. ° Moreover, do not call
anyone your father on earth, for one is your Father, the
heavenly One. '° Neither be called leaders, for your Leader
is one, the Christ. ' But the greatest one among you must
be your minister. ** Whoever exalts himself will be humbled,
and whoever humbles himself will be exalted.
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““Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites!

because you shut up the Kingdom of the heavens before
men; for you yourselves do not go in, neither do you permit
those on their way in to go in. ** ——

> “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites!
because you travel over sea and dry land to make one
proselyte, and when he becomes one, you make him a
subject for Ge-hen'na twice as much so as yourselves.

1 “Woe to you, blind guides, who say, ‘If anyone swears
by the temple, it is nothing; but if anyone swears by the gold
of the temple, he is under obligation. '’ Fools and blind
ones! Which, in fact, is greater, the gold or the temple that
has sanctified the gold? *® Moreover, ‘If anyone swears by
the altar, it is nothing; but if anyone swears by the gift on it,
he is under obligation.” * Blind ones! Which, in fact, is
greater, the gift or the altar that sanctifies the gift?
“° Therefore, whoever swears by the altar is swearing by it
and by all the things on it; “* and whoever swears by the
temple is swearing by it and by the One inhabiting it; ** and
whoever swears by heaven is swearing by the throne of
God and by the One sitting on it.

*“Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites!
because you give the tenth of the mint and the dill and the
cumin, but you have disregarded the weightier matters of
the Law, namely, justice and mercy and faithfulness. These
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things it was necessary to do, yet not to disregard the other
things. ** Blind guides, who strain out the gnat but gulp
down the camel!

*“Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites!
because you cleanse the outside of the cup and of the dish,
but inside they are full of greediness and self-indulgence.
“° Blind Pharisee, cleanse first the inside of the cup and of
the dish, so that the outside of it may also become clean.

“"“\Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites!
because you resemble whitewashed graves, which
outwardly indeed appear beautiful but inside are full of dead
men’s bones and of every sort of uncleanness. *°In the
same way, on the outside you appear righteous to men, but
Inside you are full of hypocrisy and lawlessness.

“>“Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites!
because you build the graves of the prophets and decorate
the tombs of the righteous ones, *° and you say, ‘If we had
lived in the days of our forefathers, we would not have
shared with them in shedding the blood of the prophets.’
*! Therefore, you are testifying against yourselves that you
are sons of those who murdered the prophets. ** Well, then,
fill up the measure of your forefathers.

33 “Serpents, offspring of vipers, how will you flee from the
judgment of Ge-hen'na? ** For this reason, | am sending to
you prophets and wise men and public instructors. Some of
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them you will kill and execute on stakes, and some of them
you will scourge in your synagogues and persecute from city
to city, >> so that there may come upon you all the righteous
blood spilled on earth, from the blood of righteous Abel to
the blood of Zech-a-ri'ah son of Bar-a-chi'ah, whom you
murdered between the sanctuary and the altar. *® Truly | say
to you, all these things will come upon this generation.

3" «Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the killer of the prophets and
stoner of those sent to her—how often | wanted to gather
your children together the way a hen gathers her chicks
under her wings! But you did not want it. *° Look! Your
house is abandoned to you. *° For | say to you, you will by
no means see me from now until you say, ‘Blessed is the
one who comes in Jehovah’s name!™

(Mark 12:38-40) And in his teaching he went on to say:
“‘Beware of the scribes who want to walk around in robes
and want greetings in the marketplaces *° and front seats in
the synagogues and the most prominent places at evening
meals. *° They devour the houses of the widows, and for
show they make long prayers. These will receive a more
severe judgment.”

(Luke 20:45-47) Then, while all the people were listening,
he said to his disciples: *° “Beware of the scribes who like to
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walk around in robes and who love greetings in the
marketplaces and front seats in the synagogues and the
most prominent places at evening meals, ** and who devour
the houses of the widows and for show make long prayers.
These will receive a more severe judgment.”

Event: Observes widow’s contribution
Scripture References: Mark 12:41-44; Luke 21:1-4

(Mark 12:41-44) And he sat down with the treasury chests
In view and began observing how the crowd was dropping
money into the treasury chests, and many rich people were
dropping in many coins. ** Now a poor widow came and
dropped in two small coins of very little value. * So he
called his disciples to him and said to them: “Truly | say to
you that this poor widow put in more than all the others who
put money into the treasury chests. ** For they all put in out
of their surplus, but she, out of her want, put in everything
she had, all she had to live on.”

(Luke 21:1-4) Now as he looked up, he saw the rich
dropping their gifts into the treasury chests. “ Then he saw a
needy widow drop in two small coins of very little value,
*and he said: “Truly | say to you that this poor widow put in
more than they all did. * For all of these put in gifts out of
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their surplus, but she, out of her want, put in all the means
of living she had.”

Place: Mount of Olives

Event: Gives sign of future presence

Scripture References: Matthew 24:1-51; Mark 13:1-37;
Luke 21:5-38

(Matthew 24:1-51) 24 Now as Jesus was departing from the
temple, his disciples approached to show him the buildings
of the temple. *In response he said to them: “Do you not
see all these things? Truly | say to you, by no means will a
stone be left here upon a stone and not be thrown down.”

* While he was sitting on the Mount of Olives, the disciples
approached him privately, saying: “Tell us, when will these
things be, and what will be the sign of your presence and of
the conclusion of the system of things?”

*In answer Jesus said to them: “Look out that nobody
misleads you, ° for many will come on the basis of my name,
saying, ‘| am the Christ, and will mislead many. ® You are
going to hear of wars and reports of wars. See that you are
not alarmed, for these things must take place, but the end is
not yet.

" “For nation will rise against nation and kingdom against
kingdom, and there will be food shortages and earthquakes
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in one place after another. ® All these things are a beginning
of pangs of distress.

° “Then people will hand you over to tribulation and will kill
you, and you will be hated by all the nations on account of
my name. ° Then, too, many will be stumbled and will
betray one another and will hate one another. ** Many false
prophets will arise and mislead many; ** and because of the
Increasing of lawlessness, the love of the greater number
will grow cold. ** But the one who has endured to the end
will be saved. ** And this good news of the Kingdom will be
preached in all the inhabited earth for a witness to all the
nations, and then the end will come.

> “Therefore, when you catch sight of the disgusting thing
that causes desolation, as spoken about by Daniel the
prophet, standing in a holy place (let the reader use
discernment), *° then let those in Ju-de'a begin fleeing to the
mountains. '’ Let the man on the housetop not come down
to take the goods out of his house, *® and let the man in the
field not return to pick up his outer garment. *®* Woe to the
pregnant women and those nursing a baby in those days!
9 Keep praying that your flight may not occur in wintertime
nor on the Sabbath day; ' for then there will be great
tribulation such as has not occurred since the world’'s
beginning until now, no, nor will occur again. **In fact,
unless those days were cut short, no flesh would be saved,;

36



but on account of the chosen ones those days will be cut
short.

3 “Then if anyone says to you, ‘Look! Here is the Christ,’
or, ‘There!” do not believe it. ** For false Christs and false
prophets will arise and will perform great signs and wonders
so as to mislead, if possible, even the chosen ones. 2> Look!
| have forewarned you. ?° Therefore, if people say to you,
‘Look! He is in the wilderness,” do not go out; ‘Look! He is in
the inner rooms,” do not believe it. ** For just as the lightning
comes out of the east and shines over to the west, so the
presence of the Son of man will be. *® Wherever the carcass
IS, there the eagles will be gathered together.

Y “lmmediately after the tribulation of those days, the sun
will be darkened, and the moon will not give its light, and the
stars will fall from heaven, and the powers of the heavens
will be shaken. *° Then the sign of the Son of man will
appear in heaven, and all the tribes of the earth will beat
themselves in grief, and they will see the Son of man
coming on the clouds of heaven with power and great glory.
L And he will send out his angels with a great trumpet
sound, and they will gather his chosen ones together from
the four winds, from one extremity of the heavens to their
other extremity.

2 “Now learn this illustration from the fig tree: Just as soon
as Its young branch grows tender and sprouts its leaves,
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you know that summer is near. *° Likewise also you, when
you see all these things, know that he Is near at the doors.
**Truly | say to you that this generation will by no means
pass away until all these things happen. > Heaven and
earth will pass away, but my words will by no means pass
away.

% “Concerning that day and hour nobody knows, neither
the angels of the heavens nor the Son, but only the Father.
*" For just as the days of Noah were, so the presence of the
Son of man will be. *® For as they were in those days before
the Flood, eating and drinking, men marrying and women
being given in marriage, until the day that Noah entered into
the ark, ** and they took no note until the Flood came and
swept them all away, so the presence of the Son of man will
be. *° Then two men will be in the field; one will be taken
along and the other abandoned. ** Two women will be
grinding at the hand mill; one will be taken along and the
other abandoned. ** Keep on the watch, therefore, because
you do not know on what day your Lord is coming.

3 “But know one thing: If the householder had known in
what watch the thief was coming, he would have kept awake
and not allowed his house to be broken into. * On this
account, you too prove yourselves ready, because the Son
of man is coming at an hour that you do not think to be it.
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* “Who really is the faithful and discreet slave whom his

master appointed over his domestics, to give them their food
at the proper time? “*® Happy is that slave if his master on
coming finds him doing so! *' Truly | say to you, he will
appoint him over all his belongings.

8 “But if ever that evil slave says in his heart, ‘My master
is delaying,” *° and he starts to beat his fellow slaves and to
eat and drink with the confirmed drunkards, *° the master of
that slave will come on a day that he does not expect and in
an hour that he does not know, >* and he will punish him
with the greatest severity and will assign him his place with
the hypocrites. There is where his weeping and the
gnashing of his teeth will be.

(Mark 13:1-37) 13 As he was going out of the temple, one
of his disciples said to him: “Teacher, see! what wonderful
stones and buildings!” > However, Jesus said to him: “Do
you see these great buildings? By no means will a stone be
left here upon a stone and not be thrown down.”

* As he was sitting on the Mount of Olives with the temple
In view, Peter, James, John, and Andrew asked him
privately: * “Tell us, when will these things be, and what will
be the sign when all these things are to come to a
conclusion?” ° So Jesus began to tell them: “Look out that
nobody misleads you. °® Many will come on the basis of my

39



name, saying, ‘| am he,” and will mislead many. " Moreover,
when you hear of wars and reports of wars, do not be
alarmed; these things must take place, but the end is not
yet.

® “For nation will rise against nation and kingdom against
kingdom; there will be earthquakes in one place after
another; there will also be food shortages. These are a
beginning of pangs of distress.

° “As for you, look out for yourselves. People will hand you
over to local courts, and you will be beaten in synagogues
and be put on the stand before governors and kings for my
sake, for a witness to them. *° Also, in all the nations, the
good news has to be preached first. ** And when they are
taking you to hand you over, do not be anxious beforehand
about what to say; but whatever is given you in that hour,
say this, for you are not the ones speaking, but the holy
spirit is. ** Furthermore, brother will deliver brother over to
death, and a father a child, and children will rise up against
parents and have them put to death. * And you will be
hated by all people on account of my name. But the one
who has endured to the end will be saved.

* “However, when you catch sight of the disgusting thing
that causes desolation standing where it should not be (let
the reader use discernment), then let those in Ju-de'a begin
fleeing to the mountains. ™ Let the man on the housetop not
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come down nor go inside to take anything out of his house;
'° and let the man in the field not return to the things behind
to pick up his outer garment. ** Woe to the pregnant women
and those nursing a baby in those days! '® Keep praying
that it may not occur in wintertime; *° for those days will be
days of a tribulation such as has not occurred from the
beginning of the creation that God created until that time,
and will not occur again. % In fact, unless Jehovah had cut
short the days, no flesh would be saved. But on account of
the chosen ones whom he has chosen, he has cut short the
days.

* “Then, too, if anyone says to you, ‘See! Here is the
Christ,” or, ‘See! There he is,” do not believe it. ** For false
Christs and false prophets will arise and will perform signs
and wonders to lead astray, if possible, the chosen ones.
“You, then, watch out. | have told you all things
beforehand.

4 “But in those days, after that tribulation, the sun will be
darkened, and the moon will not give its light, > and the
stars will be falling out of heaven, and the powers that are in
the heavens will be shaken. *® And then they will see the
Son of man coming in the clouds with great power and
glory. " And then he will send out the angels and will gather
his chosen ones together from the four winds, from earth’s
extremity to heaven’s extremity.
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*® “Now learn this illustration from the fig tree: Just as soon

as its young branch grows tender and sprouts its leaves,
you know that summer is near. *° Likewise also you, when
you see these things happening, know that he is near at the
doors. *° Truly | say to you that this generation will by no
means pass away until all these things happen. *' Heaven
and earth will pass away, but my words will by no means
pass away.

32 “Concerning that day or the hour nobody knows, neither
the angels in heaven nor the Son, but the Father. ** Keep
looking, keep awake, for you do not know when the
appointed time is. ** It is like a man traveling abroad who left
his house and gave the authority to his slaves, to each one
his work, and commanded the doorkeeper to keep on the
watch. * Keep on the watch, therefore, for you do not know
when the master of the house is coming, whether late in the
day or at midnight or before dawn or early in the morning,
**in order that when he comes suddenly, he does not find
you sleeping. *" But what | say to you, | say to all: Keep on
the watch.”

(Luke 21:5-38) ° Later, when some were speaking about the
temple, how it was adorned with fine stones and dedicated
things, ® he said: “As for these things that you now see, the
days will come when not a stone will be left upon a stone
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and not be thrown down.” ' Then they questioned him,
saying: “Teacher, when will these things actually be, and
what will be the sign when these things are to occur?” ® He
said: “Look out that you are not misled, for many will come
on the basis of my name, saying, ‘| am he,” and, “The due
time is near.’ Do not go after them. ® Furthermore, when you
hear of wars and disturbances, do not be terrified. For these
things must take place first, but the end will not occur
immediately.”

' Then he said to them: “Nation will rise against nation,
and kingdom against kingdom. * There will be great
earthquakes, and in one place after another food shortages
and pestilences; and there will be fearful sights and from
heaven great signs.

12 “But before all these things happen, people will lay their
hands on you and persecute you, handing you over to the
synagogues and prisons. You will be brought before kings
and governors for the sake of my name. *° It will result in
your giving a witness. '* Therefore, resolve in your hearts
not to rehearse beforehand how to make your defense,
“for | will give you words and wisdom that all your
opposers together will not be able to resist or dispute.
® Moreover, you will be handed over even by parents and
brothers and relatives and friends, and they will put some of
you to death, '’ and you will be hated by all people because
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of my name. *® But not even a hair of your heads will perish.
% By your endurance you will preserve your lives.

““However, when you see Jerusalem surrounded by
encamped armies, then know that the desolating of her has
drawn near. ** Then let those in Ju-de'a begin fleeing to the
mountains, let those in the midst of her leave, and let those
in the countryside not enter into her, ** because these are
days for meting out justice in order that all the things written
may be fulfilled. > Woe to the pregnant women and those
nursing a baby in those days! For there will be great distress
on the land and wrath against this people. ** And they will
fall by the edge of the sword and be led captive into all the
nations; and Jerusalem will be trampled on by the nations
until the appointed times of the nations are fulfilled.

*> “Also, there will be signs in the sun and moon and stars,
and on the earth anguish of nations not knowing the way out
because of the roaring of the sea and its agitation. *° People
will become faint out of fear and expectation of the things
coming upon the inhabited earth, for the powers of the
heavens will be shaken. *" And then they will see the Son of
man coming in a cloud with power and great glory. *° But as
these things start to occur, stand up straight and lift up your
heads, because your deliverance is getting near.”

2 With that he told them an illustration: “Notice the fig tree
and all the other trees. *® When they are budding, you see it
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for yourselves and know that now the summer is near.
31 Likewise also you, when you see these things happening,
know that the Kingdom of God is near. ** Truly | say to you
that this generation will by no means pass away until all
things happen. * Heaven and earth will pass away, but my
words will by no means pass away.

** “But pay attention to yourselves that your hearts never
become weighed down with overeating and heavy drinking
and anxieties of life, and suddenly that day be instantly upon
you *° as a snare. For it will come upon all those dwelling on
the face of the whole earth. *° Keep awake, then, all the time
making supplication that you may succeed in escaping all
these things that must occur and in standing before the Son
of man.”

*"'So by day he would be teaching in the temple, but by
night he would go out and lodge on the mountain called the
Mount of Olives. *®* And all the people would come to him
early in the morning to hear him in the temple.

Event: lllustrations: ten virgins, talents, sheep and goats
Scripture Reference: Matthew 25:1-46

(Matthew 25:1-46) “Then the Kingdom of the heavens may
be likened to ten virgins who took their lamps and went out
to meet the bridegroom. * Five of them were foolish, and five
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were discreet. ° For the foolish took their lamps but took no
oil with them, * whereas the discreet took oil in their flasks
along with their lamps. ° While the bridegroom was delaying,
they all became drowsy and fell asleep. ° Right in the middle
of the night there was a shout: ‘Here is the bridegroom! Go
out to meet him.” “ Then all those virgins got up and put their
lamps in order. ° The foolish said to the discreet, ‘Give us
some of your oil, because our lamps are about to go out.’
° The discreet answered, saying: ‘Perhaps there may not be
enough for both us and you. Go instead to those who sell it,
and buy some for yourselves.” *° While they were going off
to buy it, the bridegroom came. The virgins who were ready
went in with him to the marriage feast, and the door was
shut. ** Afterward, the rest of the virgins also came, saying,
‘Sir, Sir, open to us! 121n answer he said, ‘I tell you the
truth, |1 do not know you.’

13 “Keep on the watch, therefore, because you know
neither the day nor the hour.

““For it is just like a man about to travel abroad who
summoned his slaves and entrusted his belongings to them.
> He gave five talents to one, two to another, and one to still
another, to each according to his own ability, and he went
abroad. *° Immediately the one who received the five talents
went and did business with them and gained five more.
" Likewise, the one who received the two gained two more.
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% But the slave who received just one went off and dug in
the ground and hid his master’'s money.

19 “After a long time, the master of those slaves came and
settled accounts with them. *° So the one who had received
the five talents came forward and brought five additional
talents, saying, ‘Master, you entrusted five talents to me;
see, | gained five talents more.” “* His master said to him:
‘Well done, good and faithful slave! You were faithful over a
few things. | will appoint you over many things. Enter into
the joy of your master.’ > Next the one who had received
the two talents came forward and said, ‘Master, you
entrusted two talents to me; see, | gained two talents more.’
> His master said to him: ‘Well done, good and faithful
slave! You were faithful over a few things. | will appoint you
over many things. Enter into the joy of your master.’

** “Finally the slave who had received the one talent came
forward and said: ‘Master, | knew you to be a demanding
man, reaping where you did not sow and gathering where
you did not winnow. *> So | grew afraid and went and hid
your talent in the ground. Here, you have what is yours.’
*®In reply his master said to him: ‘Wicked and sluggish
slave, you knew, did you, that | reaped where | did not sow
and gathered where | did not winnow? °’ Well, then, you
should have deposited my money with the bankers, and on
my coming | would have received it back with interest.
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* “Therefore, take the talent away from him and give it to

the one who has the ten talents. *° For to everyone who has,
more will be given, and he will have an abundance. But the
one who does not have, even what he has will be taken
away from him. *® And throw the good-for-nothing slave out
Into the darkness outside. There is where his weeping and
the gnashing of his teeth will be.’

*1 “When the Son of man comes in his glory, and all the
angels with him, then he will sit down on his glorious throne.
2 All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will
separate people one from another, just as a shepherd
separates the sheep from the goats. ** And he will put the
sheep on his right hand, but the goats on his left.

** “Then the King will say to those on his right: ‘Come, you
who have been blessed by my Father, inherit the Kingdom
prepared for you from the founding of the world. > For |
became hungry and you gave me something to eat; | was
thirsty and you gave me something to drink. | was a stranger
and you received me hospitably; *° naked and you clothed
me. | fell sick and you looked after me. | was in prison and
you visited me.” *" Then the righteous ones will answer him
with the words: ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed
you, or thirsty and give you something to drink? ** When did
we see you a stranger and receive you hospitably, or naked
and clothe you? > When did we see you sick or in prison
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and visit you?” *° In reply the King will say to them, ‘Truly |
say to you, to the extent that you did it to one of the least of
these my brothers, you did it to me.’

*1 “Then he will say to those on his left; ‘Go away from me,
you who have been cursed, into the everlasting fire
prepared for the Devil and his angels. ** For | became
hungry, but you gave me nothing to eat; and | was thirsty,
but you gave me nothing to drink. ** | was a stranger, but
you did not receive me hospitably; naked, but you did not
clothe me; sick and in prison, but you did not look after me.’
* Then they too will answer with the words: ‘Lord, when did
we see you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick
or in prison and did not minister to you?’ * Then he will
answer them, saying: ‘Truly | say to you, to the extent that
you did not do it to one of these least ones, you did not do it
to me.” *° These will depart into everlasting cutting-off, but
the righteous ones into everlasting life.”

Time: Nisan 12 (April 5-6, 2020)

Place: Jerusalem

Event: Jewish leaders plot to kill him

Scripture References: Matthew 26:1-5; Mark 14:1,2; Luke
22:1,2
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(Matthew 26:1-5) Now when Jesus had finished saying all
these things, he said to his disciples: * “You know that two
days from now the Passover takes place, and the Son of
man will be handed over to be executed on the stake.”
*Then the chief priests and the elders of the people
gathered in the courtyard of the high priest, who was named
Ca'ia-phas, * and they conspired together to seize Jesus by
cunning and to kill him. ®> However, they were saying: “Not at
the festival, so that there may not be an uproar among the
people.”

(Mark 14:1, 2) Now the Passover and the Festival of
Unleavened Bread was two days later. And the chief priests
and the scribes were looking for a way to seize him by
cunning and kill him; °for they were saying: “Not at the
festival; perhaps there might be an uproar of the people.”

(Luke 22:1, 2) Now the Festival of the Unleavened Bread,
which is called Passover, was getting near. “ And the chief
priests and the scribes were looking for an effective way to
get rid of him, because they were afraid of the people.

Event: Judas arranges betrayal
Scripture References: Matthew 26:14-16; Mark 14:10,11;
Luke 22:3-6
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(Matthew 26:14-16) Then one of the Twelve, the one called
Judas Is-car'i-ot, went to the chief priests * and said: “What
will you give me to betray him to you?” They stipulated to
him 30 silver pieces. *° So from then on, he kept looking for
a good opportunity to betray him.

(Mark 14:10, 11) And Judas Is-car'i-ot, one of the Twelve,
went off to the chief priests in order to betray him to them.
' When they heard it, they were delighted and promised to
give him silver money. So he began seeking an opportunity
to betray him.

(Luke 22:3-6) Then Satan entered into Judas, the one
called Is-car'i-ot, who was numbered among the Twelve,
“and he went off and talked with the chief priests and
temple captains about how to betray him to them. ° They
were delighted at this and agreed to give him silver money.
° So he consented and began looking for a good opportunity
to betray him to them without a crowd around.

Time: Nisan 13 (April 6-7, 2020)
Place: Near and in Jerusalem
Event: Prepares for last Passover
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Scripture References: Matthew 26:17-19; Mark 14:12-16;
Luke 22:7-13

(Matthew 26:17-19) On the first day of the Unleavened
Bread, the disciples came to Jesus, saying: “Where do you
want us to prepare for you to eat the Passover?” *® He said:
“Go into the city to So-and-so and say to him, “The Teacher
says: “My appointed time is near; | will celebrate the
Passover with my disciples at your home.”” *°So the
disciples did as Jesus instructed them and prepared for the
Passover.

(Mark 14:12-16) Now on the first day of the Unleavened
Bread, when they customarily offered up the Passover
sacrifice, his disciples said to him: “Where do you want us to
go and prepare for you to eat the Passover?” ** With that he
sent two of his disciples and said to them: “Go into the city,
and a man carrying an earthenware water jar will meet you.
Follow him, **and wherever he goes inside, say to the
master of the house, ‘The Teacher says: “Where is the
guest room where | may eat the Passover with my
disciples?” *° And he will show you a large upper room,
furnished and ready. Prepare it for us there.” * So the
disciples went out, and they entered the city and found it just
as he said to them, and they prepared for the Passover.
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(Luke 22:7-13) The day of the Unleavened Bread now
arrived, on which the Passover sacrifice must be offered,;
®so Jesus sent Peter and John, saying: “Go and get the
Passover ready for us to eat.” ® They said to him: “Where do
you want us to get it ready?” '° He said to them: “Look!
When you enter into the city, a man carrying an
earthenware water jar will meet you. Follow him into the
house that he enters. ™' And say to the landlord of the
house, ‘The Teacher says to you: “Where is the guest room
where | may eat the Passover with my disciples?” ** And
that man will show you a large, furnished upper room. Get it
ready there.” *°* So they left and found it just as he had told
them, and they prepared for the Passover.

Time: Nisan 14 (April 7-8, 2020)

Place: Jerusalem

Event: Eats Passover with apostles

Scripture References: Matthew 26:20,21; Mark 14:17,18;
Luke 22:14-18

(Matthew 26:20, 21) When evening came, he was reclining
at the table with the 12 disciples. “* While they were eating,
he said: “Truly | say to you, one of you will betray me.”
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(Mark 14:17, 18) After evening had fallen, he came with the
Twelve. ® And as they were reclining at the table and
eating, Jesus said: “Truly | say to you, one of you who is
eating with me will betray me.”

(Luke 22:14-18) So when the hour came, he reclined at the
table along with the apostles. *> And he said to them: “| have
greatly desired to eat this Passover with you before | suffer;
% for | tell you, | will not eat it again until it is fulfilled in the
Kingdom of God.” *" And accepting a cup, he gave thanks
and said: “Take this and pass it from one to the other among
yourselves, ' for | tell you, from now on, | will not drink
again from the product of the vine until the Kingdom of God
comes.”

Event: Washes feet of apostles
Scripture Reference: John 13:1-20

(John 13:1-20) Now because he knew before the festival of
the Passover that his hour had come for him to leave this
world and go to the Father, Jesus, having loved his own
who were in the world, loved them to the end. * The evening
meal was going on, and the Devil had already put it into the
heart of Judas Is-car'i-ot, the son of Simon, to betray him.
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® So Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into
his hands and that he came from God and was going to
God, * got up from the evening meal and laid aside his outer
garments. And taking a towel, he wrapped it around his
waist. ° After that he put water into a basin and started to
wash the feet of the disciples and to dry them off with the
towel that was wrapped around him. ° Then he came to
Simon Peter. He said to him: “Lord, are you washing my
feet?” ’ Jesus answered him: “What | am doing you do not
understand now, but you will understand after these things.”
® Peter said to him: “You will certainly never wash my feet.”
Jesus answered him: “Unless | wash you, you have no
share with me.” ® Simon Peter said to him: “Lord, wash not
only my feet but also my hands and my head.” *° Jesus said
to him: “Whoever has bathed does not need to have more
than his feet washed, but is completely clean. And you men
are clean, but not all of you.” ** For he knew the man who
was betraying him. This is why he said: “Not all of you are
clean.”

2 When, now, he had washed their feet and had put his
outer garments on, he again reclined at the table and said to
them: “Do you understand what | have done to you? *° You
address me as ‘Teacher’ and ‘Lord,” and you are correct, for
| am such. ** Therefore, if |, the Lord and Teacher, washed
your feet, you also should wash the feet of one another.
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> For | set the pattern for you, that just as | did to you, you
should also do. *® Most truly | say to you, a slave is not
greater than his master, nor is one who is sent greater than
the one who sent him. *" If you know these things, happy
you are if you do them. ** | am not talking about all of you; |
know the ones | have chosen. But this was so that the
scripture might be fulfilled: ‘The one who was eating my
bread has lifted his heel against me.” *° From this moment
on, | am telling you before it occurs, so that when it does
occur you may believe that | am he. *° Most truly | say to
you, whoever receives anyone | send receives me also, and
whoever receives me receives also the One who sent me.”

Event: Jesus identifies Judas as traitor and dismisses him
Scripture References: Matthew 26:21-25; Mark 14:18-21;
Luke 22:21-23; John 13:21-30

(Matthew 26:21-25) While they were eating, he said: “Truly
| say to you, one of you will betray me.” ** Being very much
grieved at this, each and every one began to say to him:
“Lord, it is not |, is it?” * In reply he said: “The one who dips
his hand with me into the bowl is the one who will betray
me. ** True, the Son of man is going away, just as it is
written about him, but woe to that man through whom the
Son of man is betrayed! It would have been better for that
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man if he had not been born.”  Judas, who was about to
betray him, replied: “It is not I, is it, Rabbi?” Jesus said to
him: “You yourself said it.”

(Mark 14:18-21) And as they were reclining at the table and
eating, Jesus said: “Truly | say to you, one of you who is
eating with me will betray me.” *® They began to be grieved
and to say to him one by one: “It is not |, is it?” *° He said to
them: “It is one of the Twelve, the one dipping with me into
the bowl. ** For the Son of man is going away, just as it is
written about him, but woe to that man through whom the
Son of man is betrayed! It would have been better for that
man if he had not been born.”

(Luke 22:21-23) “But look! the hand of my betrayer is with
me at the table. * For, indeed, the Son of man is going his
way according to what has been determined; all the same,
woe to that man through whom he is betrayed!” *° So they
began to discuss among themselves which one of them
could really be about to do this.

(John 13:21-30) After saying these things, Jesus became
troubled in spirit, and he bore witness, saying: “Most truly |
say to you, one of you will betray me.” ** The disciples
began to look at one another, being at a loss as to which
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one he was talking about. * One of the disciples, the one
whom Jesus Iloved, was reclining close to Jesus.
** Therefore, Simon Peter nodded to this one and said to
him: “Tell us whom he is talking about.” * So the latter
leaned back on the chest of Jesus and said to him: “Lord,
who is it?” *° Jesus answered: “It is the one to whom | will
give the piece of bread that | dip.” So after dipping the
bread, he took it and gave it to Judas, the son of Simon
Is-car'i-ot. %’ After Judas took the piece of bread, then Satan
entered into him. So Jesus said to him: “What you are
doing, do it more quickly.” “® However, none of those
reclining at the table knew why he said this to him. *° Some,
In fact, were thinking that since Judas was holding the
money box, Jesus was telling him, “Buy what we need for
the festival,” or that he should give something to the poor.
'S0 after he received the piece of bread, he went out
iImmediately. And it was night.

Event: Institutes the Lord’s Evening Meal (1 Corinthians
11:23-25)

(1 Corinthians 11:23-25) For I received from the Lord what
| also handed on to you, that the Lord Jesus on the night on
which he was going to be betrayed took a loaf, “* and after
giving thanks, he broke it and said: “This means my body,
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which is in your behalf. Keep doing this in remembrance of
me.” *° He did the same with the cup also, after they had the
evening meal, saying: “This cup means the new covenant
by virtue of my blood. Keep doing this, whenever you drink
it, in remembrance of me.”

Scripture References: Matthew 26:26-29; Mark 14:22-25;
Luke 22:19,20,24-30

(Matthew 26:26-29) As they continued eating, Jesus took a
loaf, and after saying a blessing, he broke it, and giving it to
the disciples, he said: “Take, eat. This means my body.”
" And taking a cup, he offered thanks and gave it to them,
saying: “Drink out of it, all of you, *° for this means my ‘blood
of the covenant,” which is to be poured out in behalf of many
for forgiveness of sins. *° But | say to you: | will by no means
drink again any of this product of the vine until that day
when | drink it new with you in the Kingdom of my Father.”

(Mark 14:22-25) And as they continued eating, he took a
loaf, said a blessing, broke it, and gave it to them, saying:
“Take it; this means my body.” ** And taking a cup, he
offered thanks and gave it to them, and they all drank out of
it. “* And he said to them: “This means my ‘blood of the
covenant,” which is to be poured out in behalf of many.
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> Truly | say to you, | will by no means drink anymore of the
product of the vine until that day when | drink it new in the
Kingdom of God.”

(Luke 22:19, 20) Also, he took a loaf, gave thanks, broke it,
and gave it to them, saying: “This means my body, which is
to be given in your behalf. Keep doing this in remembrance
of me.” ?° Also, he did the same with the cup after they had
the evening meal, saying: “This cup means the new
covenant by virtue of my blood, which is to be poured out in
your behalf.

(Luke 22:24-30) ** However, there also arose a heated
dispute among them over which one of them was
considered to be the greatest. *° But he said to them: “The
kings of the nations lord it over them, and those having
authority over them are called Benefactors. *° You, though,
are not to be that way. But let the one who is the greatest
among you become as the youngest, and the one taking the
lead as the one ministering. ** For which one is greater, the
one dining or the one serving? Is it not the one dining? But |
am among you as the one serving.

*® “However, you are the ones who have stuck with me in
my trials; *° and | make a covenant with you, just as my
Father has made a covenant with me, for a kingdom, * so
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that you may eat and drink at my table in my Kingdom, and
sit on thrones to judge the 12 tribes of Israel.

Event: Foretells Peter's denials and scattering of apostles
Scripture References: Matthew 26:31-35; Mark 14:27-31;
Luke 22:31-38; John 13:31-38

(Matthew 26:31-35) Then Jesus said to them: “All of you
will be stumbled in connection with me on this night, for it is
written: ‘| will strike the shepherd, and the sheep of the flock
will be scattered about.” ** But after | have been raised up, |
will go ahead of you into Gal'i-lee.” ** But Peter, in response,
said to him: “Although all the others are stumbled in
connection with you, | will never be stumbled!” ** Jesus said
to him: “Truly | say to you, on this night, before a rooster
crows, you will disown me three times.” *° Peter said to him:
“Even if | should have to die with you, | will by no means
disown you.” All the other disciples also said the same thing.

(Mark 14:27-31) And Jesus said to them: “You will all be
stumbled, for it is written: ‘| will strike the shepherd, and the
sheep will be scattered about.’ *° But after | have been
raised up, | will go ahead of you into Gal'i-lee.” *° But Peter
said to him: “Even if all the others are stumbled, | will not
be.” * At that Jesus said to him: “Truly | say to you that
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today, yes, on this very night, before a rooster crows twice,
you will disown me three times.” *' But he kept insisting: “If |
have to die with you, | will by no means disown you.” Also,
all the others began to say the same thing.

(Luke 22:31-38) °!'“Simon, Simon, look! Satan has
demanded to have all of you to sift you as wheat. ** But |
have made supplication for you that your faith may not give
out; and you, once you have returned, strengthen your
brothers.” ** Then he said to him: “Lord, | am ready to go
with you both to prison and to death.” ** But he said: “| tell
you, Peter, a rooster will not crow today until you have
denied knowing me three times.”

** He also said to them: “When | sent you out without a
money bag and a food pouch and sandals, you did not lack
anything, did you?” They said: “No!” ** Then he said to
them: “But now let the one who has a money bag take it,
likewise a food pouch, and let the one who has no sword
sell his outer garment and buy one. *’ For | tell you that what
Is written must be accomplished in me, namely, ‘He was
counted with lawless ones.” For this is being fulfilled
concerning me.” *® Then they said: “Lord, look! here are two
swords.” He said to them: “It is enough.”
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(John 13:31-38) *' When, therefore, he had gone out, Jesus
said: “Now the Son of man is glorified, and God is glorified
in connection with him. * God himself will glorify him, and
he will glorify him immediately. > Little children, | am with
you a little longer. You will look for me; and just as | said to
the Jews, ‘Where | go you cannot come,’ | now say it also to
you. ** | am giving you a new commandment, that you love
one another; just as | have loved you, you also love one
another. * By this all will know that you are my disciples—if
you have love among yourselves.”

% Simon Peter said to him: “Lord, where are you going?”
Jesus answered: “Where | am going, you cannot follow me
now, but you will follow later.” * Peter said to him: “Lord,
why is it | cannot follow you now? | will surrender my life in
your behalf.” *® Jesus answered: “Will you surrender your
life in my behalf? Most truly | say to you, a rooster will by no
means crow until you have disowned me three times.”

Event: Promises helper; illustration of true vine; gives
command to love; last prayer with apostles
Scripture Reference: John 14:1-17:26

(John 14:1-17:26) 14 “Do not let your hearts be troubled.
Exercise faith in God; exercise faith also in me. °In the
house of my Father are many dwelling places. Otherwise, |
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would have told you, for | am going my way to prepare a
place for you. ° Also, if | go my way and prepare a place for
you, | will come again and will receive you home to myself,
so that where | am you also may be. * And where | am
going, you know the way.”

°> Thomas said to him: “Lord, we do not know where you
are going. How can we know the way?”

° Jesus said to him: “| am the way and the truth and the
life. No one comes to the Father except through me. ” If you
men had known me, you would have known my Father also;
from this moment on you know him and have seen him.”

8 Philip said to him: “Lord, show us the Father, and it is
enough for us.”

® Jesus said to him: “Even after | have been with you men
for such a long time, Philip, have you not come to know me?
Whoever has seen me has seen the Father also. How is it
you say, ‘Show us the Father? '° Do you not believe that |
am in union with the Father and the Father is in union with
me? The things | say to you | do not speak of my own
originality, but the Father who remains in union with me is
doing his works. ** Believe me that | am in union with the
Father and the Father is in union with me; otherwise, believe
because of the works themselves. ** Most truly | say to you,
whoever exercises faith in me will also do the works that |
do; and he will do works greater than these, because | am
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going my way to the Father. ** Also, whatever you ask in my
name, | will do this, so that the Father may be glorified in
connection with the Son. * If you ask anything in my name,
| will do it.

™ “If you love me, you will observe my commandments.
' And | will ask the Father and he will give you another
helper to be with you forever, *’ the spirit of the truth, which
the world cannot receive, because it neither sees it nor
knows it. You know it, because it remains with you and is in
you. *° | will not leave you bereaved. | am coming to you.
2 n a little while the world will see me no more, but you will
see me, because | live and you will live. *° In that day you
will know that | am in union with my Father and you are in
union with me and | am in union with you. “* Whoever has
my commandments and observes them is the one who
loves me. In turn, whoever loves me will be loved by my
Father, and | will love him and will clearly show myself to
him.”

°2 Judas, not Is-cari-ot, said to him: “Lord, what has
happened that you intend to show yourself clearly to us and
not to the world?”

*In answer Jesus said to him: “If anyone loves me, he
will observe my word, and my Father will love him, and we
will come to him and make our dwelling with him.
** Whoever does not love me does not observe my words.
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The word that you are hearing is not mine, but belongs to
the Father who sent me.

> “| have spoken these things to you while | am still with
you. “° But the helper, the holy spirit, which the Father will
send in my name, that one will teach you all things and bring
back to your minds all the things | told you. *’ | leave you
peace; | give you my peace. | do not give it to you the way
that the world gives it. Do not let your hearts be troubled nor
let them shrink out of fear. *° You heard that | said to you, ‘I
am going away and | am coming back to you.’ If you loved
me, you would rejoice that | am going to the Father, for the
Father is greater than | am. *® So now | have told you before
it occurs, so that you may believe when it does occur. * |
will not speak with you much more, for the ruler of the world
is coming, and he has no hold on me. *' But for the world to
know that | love the Father, | am doing just as the Father
has commanded me to do. Get up, let us go from here.

15 “l am the true vine, and my Father is the cultivator. “ He
takes away every branch in me not bearing fruit, and he
cleans every one bearing fruit, so that it may bear more fruit.
*You are already clean because of the word that | have
spoken to you. * Remain in union with me, and | will remain
In union with you. Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by
itself unless it remains in the vine, neither can you unless
you remain in union with me. ° | am the vine; you are the
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branches. Whoever remains in union with me and | in union
with him, this one bears much fruit; for apart from me you
can do nothing at all. ° If anyone does not remain in union
with me, he is thrown out like a branch and dries up. And
men gather those branches and throw them into the fire,
and they are burned. ’ If you remain in union with me and
my sayings remain in you, ask whatever you wish and it will
take place for you. ® My Father is glorified in this, that you
keep bearing much fruit and prove yourselves my disciples.
° Just as the Father has loved me, so | have loved you:
remain in my love. ° If you observe my commandments,
you will remain in my love, just as | have observed the
commandments of the Father and remain in his love.

1 “These things | have spoken to you, so that my joy may
be in you and your joy may be made full. ** This is my
commandment, that you love one another just as | have
loved you. > No one has love greater than this, that
someone should surrender his life in behalf of his friends.
" You are my friends if you do what | am commanding you.
™1 no longer call you slaves, because a slave does not
know what his master does. But | have called you friends,
because | have made known to you all the things | have
heard from my Father. *® You did not choose me, but |
chose you, and | appointed you to go and keep bearing fruit
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and that your fruit should remain, so that no matter what you
ask the Father in my name, he may give it to you.

" “These things | command you, that you love one
another. *° If the world hates you, you know that it has hated
me before it hated you. *° If you were part of the world, the
world would be fond of what is its own. Now because you
are no part of the world, but | have chosen you out of the
world, for this reason the world hates you. “° Keep in mind
the word | said to you: A slave is not greater than his
master. If they have persecuted me, they will also persecute
you,; if they have observed my word, they will also observe
yours. “* But they will do all these things against you on
account of my name, because they do not know the One
who sent me. #° If | had not come and spoken to them, they
would have no sin. But now they have no excuse for their
sin. *> Whoever hates me also hates my Father. ** If | had
not done among them the works that no one else did, they
would have no sin; but now they have both seen me and
hated me as well as my Father. *° But this happened in
order to fulfill the word written in their Law: ‘They hated me
without cause.” ® When the helper comes that | will send
you from the Father, the spirit of the truth, which comes from
the Father, that one will bear witness about me; ** and you,
In turn, are to bear witness, because you have been with me
from the beginning.
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16 “I have said these things to you so that you may not be
stumbled. * Men will expel you from the synagogue. In fact,
the hour is coming when everyone who kills you will think he
has offered a sacred service to God. ° But they will do these
things because they have not come to know either the
Father or me. * Nevertheless, | have told you these things
so that when the hour for them to happen arrives, you will
remember that | told them to you.

“l did not tell you these things at first, because | was with
you. > But now | am going to the One who sent me; yet not
one of you asks me, ‘Where are you going?’ ° But because |
have told you these things, grief has filled your hearts.
" Nevertheless, | am telling you the truth, it is for your benefit
that | am going away. For if | do not go away, the helper will
not come to you; but if | do go, | will send him to you. ® And
when that one comes, he will give the world convincing
evidence concerning sin and concerning righteousness and
concerning judgment; ° first concerning sin, because they
are not exercising faith in me; *°then concerning
righteousness, because | am going to the Father and you
will see me no longer; “then concerning judgment,
because the ruler of this world has been judged.

2« still have many things to say to you, but you are not
able to bear them now. *° However, when that one comes,
the spirit of the truth, he will guide you into all the truth, for
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he will not speak of his own initiative, but what he hears he
will speak, and he will declare to you the things to come.
" That one will glorify me, because he will receive from
what is mine and will declare it to you. * All the things that
the Father has are mine. That is why | said he receives from
what is mine and declares it to you. *° In a little while you will
see me no longer, and again, in a little while you will see
me.”

" At that some of his disciples said to one another: “What
does he mean by saying to us, ‘In a little while you will not
see me, and again, in a little while you will see me,” and,
‘because | am going to the Father'?” '® So they were saying:
“What does he mean by saying, ‘a little while’? We do not
know what he is talking about.” *° Jesus knew they wanted
to question him, so he said to them: “Are you asking one
another this because | said: ‘In a little while you will not see
me, and again, in a little while you will see me’? *° Most truly
| say to you, you will weep and wail, but the world will
rejoice; you will be grieved, but your grief will be turned into
joy. “* When a woman is giving birth, she has grief because
her hour has come, but when she has given birth to the
child, she remembers the tribulation no more because of the
joy that a man has been born into the world. ** So you also,
now you have grief; but | will see you again, and your hearts
will rejoice, and no one will take away your joy. *° In that day
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you will ask me no question at all. Most truly | say to you, if
you ask the Father for anything, he will give it to you in my
name. ** Until now you have not asked for a single thing in
my name. Ask and you will receive, so that your joy may be
complete.

*>“| have spoken these things to you in comparisons. The
hour is coming when | will no longer speak to you in
comparisons, but | will tell you plainly about the Father. *° In
that day you will make request of the Father in my name; in
saying this, | do not mean that | will make request for you.
" For the Father himself has affection for you, because you
have had affection for me and have believed that | came as
God’'s representative. *°1 came as the Fathers
representative and have come into the world. Now | am
leaving the world and am going to the Father.”

® His disciples said: “See! Now you are speaking plainly
and are not using comparisons. *° Now we know that you
know all things and you do not need to have anyone
question you. By this we believe that you came from God.”
1 Jesus answered them: “Do you believe now? ** Look! The
hour iIs coming, indeed, it has come, when each one of you
will be scattered to his own house and you will leave me
alone. But | am not alone, because the Father is with me.
*3 | have said these things to you so that by means of me
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you may have peace. In the world you will have tribulation,
but take courage! | have conquered the world.”

17 Jesus spoke these things, and raising his eyes to
heaven, he said: “Father, the hour has come. Glorify your
son so that your son may glorify you, °just as you have
given him authority over all flesh, so that he may give
everlasting life to all those whom you have given to him.
* This means everlasting life, their coming to know you, the
only true God, and the one whom you sent, Jesus Christ. * |
have glorified you on the earth, having finished the work you
have given me to do. > So now, Father, glorify me at your
side with the glory that | had alongside you before the world
was.

°“| have made your name manifest to the men whom you
gave me out of the world. They were yours, and you gave
them to me, and they have observed your word. ' Now they
have come to know that all the things you gave me are from
you; ° because | have given them the sayings that you gave
me, and they have accepted them and have certainly come
to know that | came as your representative, and they have
believed that you sent me. °| make request concerning
them; | make request, not concerning the world, but
concerning those whom you have given me, because they
are yours; *and all my things are yours and yours are
mine, and | have been glorified among them.
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' “I am no longer in the world, but they are in the world,

and | am coming to you. Holy Father, watch over them on
account of your own name, which you have given me, so
that they may be one just as we are one. ** When | was with
them, | used to watch over them on account of your own
name, which you have given me; and | have protected them,
and not one of them is destroyed except the son of
destruction, so that the scripture might be fulfilled. ** But
now | am coming to you, and | am saying these things in the
world, so that they may have my joy made complete in
themselves. * | have given your word to them, but the world
has hated them, because they are no part of the world, just
as | am no part of the world.

> “| do not request that you take them out of the world, but
that you watch over them because of the wicked one.
'® They are no part of the world, just as | am no part of the
world. *" Sanctify them by means of the truth; your word is
truth. *® Just as you sent me into the world, | also sent them
into the world. © And | am sanctifying myself in their behalf,
so that they also may be sanctified by means of truth.

““l make request, not concerning these only, but also
concerning those putting faith in me through their word, ** so
that they may all be one, just as you, Father, are in union
with me and | am in union with you, that they also may be in
union with us, so that the world may believe that you sent
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me. “° | have given them the glory that you have given me,
in order that they may be one just as we are one. “ I in
union with them and you in union with me, in order that they
may be perfected into one, so that the world may know that
you sent me and that you loved them just as you loved me.
“* Father, | want those whom you have given me to be with
me where | am, in order that they may look upon my glory
that you have given me, because you loved me before the
founding of the world. #°> Righteous Father, the world has,
Indeed, not come to know you, but | know you, and these
have come to know that you sent me. “° | have made your
name known to them and will make it known, so that the
love with which you loved me may be in them and | in union
with them.”

Place: Gethsemane

Event: Agony in the garden; Jesus’ betrayal and arrest
Scripture References: Matthew 26:30,36-56; Mark
14:26,32-52: Luke 22:39-53; John 18:1-12

(Matthew 26:30) Finally, after singing praises, they went out
to the Mount of Olives.

(Matthew 26:36-56) *° Then Jesus came with them to the
spot called Geth-sem'a-ne, and he said to the disciples: “Sit
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down here while | go over there and pray.” " And taking
along Peter and the two sons of Zeb'e-dee, he began to feel
grieved and to be greatly troubled. *® Then he said to them:
“I| am deeply grieved, even to death. Stay here and keep on
the watch with me.” *® And going a little way forward, he fell
facedown, praying: “My Father, if it is possible, let this cup
pass away from me. Yet, not as | will, but as you will.”

* He returned to the disciples and found them sleeping,
and he said to Peter: “Could you not so much as keep on
the watch for one hour with me? ** Keep on the watch and
pray continually, so that you may not enter into temptation.
The spirit, of course, is eager, but the flesh is weak.”
%2 Again, a second time, he went off and prayed: “My Father,
If it is not possible for this to pass away unless | drink it, let
your will take place.” ** And he came again and found them
sleeping, for their eyes were heavy. ** So leaving them, he
again went off and prayed for a third time, saying once more
the same thing. *° Then he returned to the disciples and said
to them: “At such a time as this, you are sleeping and
resting! Look! The hour has drawn near for the Son of man
to be betrayed into the hands of sinners. *° Get up, let us go.
Look! My betrayer has drawn near.” *" While he was still
speaking, look! Judas, one of the Twelve, came and with
him a large crowd with swords and clubs, sent from the chief
priests and the elders of the people.
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* Now his betrayer had given them a sign, saying:
“Whoever it is | kiss, he is the one; take him into custody.”
* And going straight up to Jesus, he said: “Greetings,
Rabbi!” and gave him a tender kiss. *° But Jesus said to
him: “Fellow, for what purpose are you present?” Then they
came forward and seized Jesus and took him into custody.
°1 But look! one of those with Jesus reached out his hand
and drew his sword and struck the slave of the high priest,
taking off his ear. ** Then Jesus said to him: “Return your
sword to its place, for all those who take up the sword will
perish by the sword. > Or do you think that | cannot appeal
to my Father to supply me at this moment more than 12
legions of angels? >* In that case, how would the Scriptures
be fulfilled that say it must take place this way?” *° In that
hour Jesus said to the crowds: “Did you come out to arrest
me with swords and clubs as against a robber? Day after
day | used to sit in the temple teaching, and yet you did not
take me into custody. °° But all of this has taken place for
the writings of the prophets to be fulfilled.” Then all the
disciples abandoned him and fled.

(Mark 14:26) Finally, after singing praises, they went out to
the Mount of Olives.
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(Mark 14:32-52) **So they came to a spot named
Geth-sem'a-ne, and he said to his disciples: “Sit down here
while | pray.” ** And he took Peter and James and John
along with him, and he began to feel deeply distressed and
to be greatly troubled. ** He said to them: “I am deeply
grieved, even to death. Stay here and keep on the watch.”
* And going a little way forward, he fell to the ground and
began praying that, if it were possible, the hour might pass
away from him. *® And he said: “Abba, Father, all things are
possible for you; remove this cup from me. Yet, not what |
want, but what you want.” *" He returned and found them
sleeping, and he said to Peter: “Simon, are you sleeping?
Did you not have the strength to keep on the watch for one
hour? * Keep on the watch and pray continually, so that you
do not come into temptation. The spirit, of course, is eager,
but the flesh is weak.” *®> And he went away again and
prayed, saying the same thing. ** And he came again and
found them sleeping, for their eyes were weighed down, so
they did not know what to answer him. ** And he returned
the third time and said to them: “At such a time as this, you
are sleeping and resting! It is enough! The hour has come!
Look! The Son of man is being betrayed into the hands of
sinners. ** Get up, let us go. Look! My betrayer has drawn
near.”
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3 And immediately, while he was still speaking, Judas,
one of the Twelve, arrived and with him a crowd with swords
and clubs, sent from the chief priests and the scribes and
the elders. ** Now his betrayer had given them an agreed
sign, saying: “Whoever it is | kiss, he is the one; take him
into custody, and lead him away under guard.” * And he
came straight up and approached him and said, “Rabbi!”
and gave him a tender kiss. *° So they seized him and took
him into custody. *" However, one of those standing by drew
his sword and struck the slave of the high priest, taking off
his ear. *® But in response Jesus said to them: “Did you
come out to arrest me with swords and clubs as against a
robber? * Day after day | was with you in the temple
teaching, and yet you did not take me into custody.
Nevertheless, this is to fulfill the Scriptures.”

> And they all abandoned him and fled. >' However, a
certain young man wearing only a fine linen garment over
his naked body began to follow him nearby, and they tried to
seize him, °* but he left his linen garment behind and got
away naked.

(Luke 22:39-53) *° On leaving, he went as was his custom
to the Mount of Olives, and the disciples also followed him.
*9'On arriving at the place, he said to them: “Carry on prayer
so that you do not enter into temptation.” ** And he withdrew
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from them about a stone’s throw away, and he bent his
knees and began to pray, ** saying: “Father, if you want to,
remove this cup from me. Nevertheless, let, not my will, but
yours take place.” ® Then an angel from heaven appeared
to him and strengthened him. ** But he was in such agony
that he kept praying more earnestly; and his sweat became
as drops of blood falling to the ground. * When he rose
from prayer and went to the disciples, he found them
slumbering, exhausted from grief. *° He said to them: “Why
are you sleeping? Get up and keep praying, so that you do
not enter into temptation.”

*” While he was still speaking, look! a crowd, and the man
called Judas, one of the Twelve, was leading them, and he
approached Jesus to kiss him. “*® But Jesus said to him:
“‘Judas, are you betraying the Son of man with a kiss?”
* When those around him saw what was going to happen,
they said: “Lord, should we strike with the sword?” *° One of
them even struck the slave of the high priest, taking off his
right ear. >* But in reply Jesus said: “That is enough.” And
he touched the ear and healed him. >* Jesus then said to the
chief priests and captains of the temple and elders who had
come there for him: “Did you come out with swords and
clubs as against a robber? >° While | was with you in the
temple day after day, you did not lay your hands on me. But
this is your hour and the authority of darkness.”

79



(John 18:1-12) After he said these things, Jesus went out
with his disciples across the Kid'ron Valley to where there
was a garden, and he and his disciples went into it. * Now
Judas, his betrayer, also knew the place, because Jesus
had often met there with his disciples. ® So Judas brought
the detachment of soldiers and officers of the chief priests
and of the Pharisees and came there with torches and
lamps and weapons. * Then Jesus, knowing all the things
that were going to happen to him, stepped forward and said
to them: “Whom are you looking for?” °> They answered him:
“Jesus the Naz-a-rene'.” He said to them: “I am he.” Now
Judas, his betrayer, was also standing with them.

° However, when Jesus said to them, “I am he,” they drew
back and fell to the ground. ' So he asked them again:
“Whom are you looking for?” They said: “Jesus the
Naz-a-rene'.” ® Jesus answered: “| told you that | am he. So
if you are looking for me, let these men go.” ° This was to
fulfill what he had said: “Of those whom you have given me,
| have not lost a single one.”

% Then Simon Peter, who had a sword, drew it and struck
the slave of the high priest, cutting off his right ear. The
name of the slave was Malchus. ** Jesus, however, said to
Peter: “Put the sword into its sheath. Should | not drink the
cup that the Father has given me?”
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2 Then the soldiers and the military commander and the
officers of the Jews seized Jesus and bound him.

Place: Jerusalem

Event: Questioned by Annas; trial by Caiaphas, Sanhedrin;
Peter denies him

Scripture References: Matthew 26:57-27:1; Mark 14:53—-
15:1; Luke 22:54-71; John 18:13-27

(Matthew 26:57-27:1) >’ Those who took Jesus into custody
led him away to Ca'ia-phas the high priest, where the
scribes and the elders were gathered together. °° But Peter
kept following him from a good distance, as far as the
courtyard of the high priest, and after going inside, he sat
with the house attendants to see the outcome.

> Now the chief priests and the entire San'he-drin were
looking for false testimony against Jesus in order to put him
to death. ® But they found none, although many false
witnesses came forward. Later two came forward °' and
said: “This man said, ‘| am able to throw down the temple of
God and build it up in three days.” ® With that the high
priest stood up and said to him: “Do you say nothing in
reply? What is it these men are testifying against you?”
°3 But Jesus kept silent. So the high priest said to him: “I put
you under oath by the living God to tell us whether you are
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the Christ, the Son of God!” ® Jesus said to him: “You
yourself said it. But | say to you: From now on you will see
the Son of man sitting at the right hand of power and coming
on the clouds of heaven.” ® Then the high priest ripped his
outer garments, saying: “He has blasphemed! What further
need do we have of witnesses? See! Now you have heard
the blasphemy. ®® What is your opinion?” They answered:
“He deserves to die.” ®’ Then they spat in his face and hit
him with their fists. Others slapped him on the face,
°® saying: “Prophesy to us, you Christ. Who struck you?”

> Now Peter was sitting outside in the courtyard, and a
servant girl came up to him and said: “You too were with
Jesus the Gal-i-le'an!” " But he denied it before them all,
saying: “l do not know what you are talking about.” "* When
he went out to the gatehouse, another girl noticed him and
said to those there: “This man was with Jesus the
Naz-a-rene'.” "“ Again he denied it, with an oath: “I do not
know the man!” ” After a little while, those standing around
came up and said to Peter: “Certainly you are also one of
them, for in fact, your dialect gives you away.” " Then he
started to curse and swear: “I do not know the man!” And
immediately a rooster crowed. "> And Peter called to mind
what Jesus had said, namely: “Before a rooster crows, you
will disown me three times.” And he went outside and wept
bitterly.
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27 When morning came, all the chief priests and the
elders of the people consulted together against Jesus to put
him to death.

(Mark 14:53-15:1) ** They now led Jesus away to the high
priest, and all the chief priests and the elders and the
scribes assembled. ** But Peter, from a good distance,
followed him as far as into the courtyard of the high priest;
and he was sitting together with the house attendants and
warming himself before a bright fire. *> Now the chief priests
and the entire San'he-drin were looking for testimony
against Jesus in order to put him to death, but they were not
finding any. °° Many, indeed, were giving false witness
against him, but their testimonies were not in agreement.
>’ Also, certain ones were standing up and bearing false
witness against him, saying: *® “We heard him say, ‘I will
throw down this temple that was made with hands, and in
three days | will build another not made with hands.” °° But
even on these grounds, their testimony was not in
agreement.

°“Then the high priest stood up in their midst and
questioned Jesus, saying: “Do you say nothing in reply?
What is it these men are testifying against you?” °* But he
kept silent and made no reply at all. Again the high priest
began to question him and said to him: “Are you the Christ
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the Son of the Blessed One?” ®° Then Jesus said: “I am; and
you will see the Son of man sitting at the right hand of power
and coming with the clouds of heaven.” ®® At this the high
priest ripped his garments and said: “What further need do
we have of witnesses? * You heard the blasphemy. What is
your decision?” They all condemned him as deserving of
death. ®° And some started to spit on him and to cover his
face and hit him with their fists and say to him: “Prophesy!”
And slapping him in the face, the court attendants took him.

°® Now while Peter was below in the courtyard, one of the
servant girls of the high priest came. °” On seeing Peter
warming himself, she looked straight at him and said: “You
too were with the Naz-a-rene', this Jesus.” ® But he denied
it, saying: “Neither do | know him nor do | understand what
you are talking about,” and he went outside to the entryway.
°® There the servant girl saw him and again began to say to
those standing by: “This is one of them.” "® Again he was
denying it. And after a little while, those standing by again
began saying to Peter: “Certainly you are one of them, for
you are, in fact, a Gal-i-le'an.” " But he started to curse and
swear: ‘I do not know this man of whom you speak!”
"2 Immediately a rooster crowed a second time, and Peter
recalled what Jesus had said to him: “Before a rooster
crows twice, you will disown me three times.” And he broke
down and began to weep.

84



15 Immediately at dawn, the chief priests with the elders
and the scribes, indeed, the whole San'he-drin, consulted
together, and they bound Jesus and led him off and handed
him over to Pilate.

(Luke 22:54-71) >* Then they arrested him and led him off,
and they brought him into the house of the high priest; but
Peter was following at a distance. >> When they lit a fire in
the middle of the courtyard and sat down together, Peter
was sitting among them. °° But a servant girl, seeing him
sitting in the light of the fire, looked closely at him and said:
“This man was also with him.” >’ But he denied it, saying: “I
do not know him, woman.” °° After a short time another
person saw him and said: “You too are one of them.” But
Peter said: “Man, | am not.” > And after about an hour had
passed, another man began insisting strongly: “Certainly
this man was also with him, for he is, in fact, a Gal-i-le'an!”
°° But Peter said: “Man, | do not know what you are saying.”
And instantly, while he was still speaking, a rooster crowed.
°L At this the Lord turned and looked straight at Peter, and
Peter recalled the statement of the Lord when he had said
to him: “Before a rooster crows today, you will disown me
three times.” °* And he went outside and wept bitterly.

°3 Now the men who held Jesus in custody began to mock
him, hitting him; ®* and after covering his face, they kept
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asking: “Prophesy! Who is it that struck you?” ® And they
said many other blasphemous things against him.

°® And when it became day, the assembly of elders of the
people, both chief priests and scribes, gathered together,
and they led him into their San'he-drin hall and said: °” “If
you are the Christ, tell us.” But he said to them: “Even if |
told you, you would not believe it at all. °® Moreover, if |
questioned you, you would not answer. °® However, from
now on the Son of man will be seated at the powerful right
hand of God.” " At this they all said: “Are you, therefore, the
Son of God?” He said to them: “You yourselves are saying
that | am.” "* They said: “Why do we need further testimony?
For we ourselves have heard it out of his own mouth.”

(John 18:13-27) ** They led him first to An'nas, for he was
the father-in-law of Ca'ia-phas, who was high priest that
year. ** Ca'ia-phas was, in fact, the one who had advised
the Jews that it was to their benefit for one man to die in
behalf of the people.

" Now Simon Peter, as well as another disciple, was
following Jesus. That disciple was known to the high priest,
and he went with Jesus into the courtyard of the high priest,
' hut Peter was standing outside at the door. So the other
disciple, who was known to the high priest, went out and
spoke to the doorkeeper and brought Peter in. ' The
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servant girl who was the doorkeeper then said to Peter:
“You are not also one of this man’s disciples, are you?” He
said: “I am not.” '®* Now the slaves and the officers were
standing around a charcoal fire they had made, because it
was cold and they were warming themselves. Peter also
was standing with them and warming himself.

% S0 the chief priest questioned Jesus about his disciples
and about his teaching. %° Jesus answered him: “l have
spoken to the world publicly. | always taught in a synagogue
and in the temple, where all the Jews come together, and |
said nothing in secret. “*Why do you question me?
Question those who have heard what | told them. See!
These know what | said.” % After he said these things, one
of the officers who was standing by gave Jesus a slap in the
face and said: “Is that the way you answer the chief priest?”
23 Jesus answered him: “If | said something wrong, bear
witness about the wrong; but if what | said was right, why do
you hit me?” ** Then An'nas sent him away bound to
Ca'ia-phas the high priest.

> Now Simon Peter was standing there warming himself.
Then they said to him: “You are not also one of his disciples,
are you?” He denied it and said: “I am not.” *° One of the
slaves of the high priest, who was a relative of the man
whose ear Peter had cut off, said: “I saw you in the garden
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with him, did | not?” *" However, Peter denied it again, and
Immediately a rooster crowed.

Event: Judas the betrayer hangs himself (Acts 1:18,19)

(Acts 1:18, 19) (This very man, therefore, purchased a field
with the wages for unrighteousness, and falling headfirst, his
body burst open and all his insides spilled out. *° This
became known to all the inhabitants of Jerusalem, so that
the field was called in their language A-kel'da-ma, that is,
“Field of Blood.”)

Scripture Reference: Matthew 27:3-10

(Matthew 27:3-10) Then Judas, his betrayer, seeing that
Jesus had been condemned, felt remorse and brought the
30 pieces of silver back to the chief priests and elders,
* saying: “I sinned when | betrayed innocent blood.” They
said: “What is that to us? You must see to it!” °> So he threw
the silver pieces into the temple and departed. Then he
went off and hanged himself. ® But the chief priests took the
silver pieces and said: “It is not lawful to put them into the
sacred treasury, because they are the price of blood.” ’ After
consulting together, they used the money to buy the potter’'s
field as a burial place for strangers. ° Therefore, that field
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has been called Field of Blood to this very day. ° Then what
was spoken through Jeremiah the prophet was fulfilled:
“And they took the 30 silver pieces, the price that was set on
the man, the one on whom a price was set by some of the
sons of Israel, ° and they gave them for the potter’s field,
according to what Jehovah had commanded me.”

Event: Before Pilate, then Herod, and back to Pilate
Scripture References: Matthew 27:2,11-14; Mark 15:1-5;
Luke 23:1-12: John 18:28-38

(Matthew 27:2) After binding him, they led him off and
handed him over to Pilate, the governor.

(Matthew 27:11-14) Jesus now stood before the governor,
and the governor put the question to him: “Are you the King
of the Jews?” Jesus replied: “You yourself say it.” '* But
while he was being accused by the chief priests and elders,
he made no answer. > Then Pilate said to him: “Do you not
hear how many things they are testifying against you?”
* But he did not answer him, no, not a word, so that the
governor was very surprised.

(Mark 15:1-5) Immediately at dawn, the chief priests with
the elders and the scribes, indeed, the whole San'he-drin,
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consulted together, and they bound Jesus and led him off
and handed him over to Pilate.  So Pilate put the question
to him: “Are you the King of the Jews?” In answer he said:
“You yourself say it.” ° But the chief priests were accusing
him of many things. * Now Pilate began questioning him
again, saying: “Have you no reply to make? See how many
charges they are bringing against you.” ° But Jesus made no
further answer, so that Pilate was amazed.

(Luke 23:1-12) So the multitude got up, one and all, and led
him to Pilate. * Then they began to accuse him, saying: “We
found this man subverting our nation, forbidding the paying
of taxes to Caesar, and saying he himself is Christ a king.”
* Now Pilate asked him the question: “Are you the King of
the Jews?” In answer he said: “You yourself are saying it.”
* Then Pilate said to the chief priests and the crowds: “I find
no crime in this man.” °> But they insisted, saying: “He stirs
up the people by teaching throughout all Ju-de'a, starting
from Gal'i-lee even to here.” ® On hearing that, Pilate asked
whether the man was a Gal-i-le'an. " After ascertaining that
he was under the jurisdiction of Herod, he sent him on to
Herod, who was also in Jerusalem in those days.

® When Herod saw Jesus, he rejoiced greatly. For a
considerable time he had been wanting to see Jesus
because he had heard much about him, and he was hoping
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to see some sign performed by him. ° So he began to
guestion him at length, but he gave him no answer.
% However, the chief priests and the scribes kept standing
up and vehemently accusing him. ** Then Herod together
with his soldiers treated him with contempt, and he mocked
him by clothing him with a splendid garment and then sent
him back to Pilate. * Herod and Pilate became friends with
each other on that very day, for before that they had been at
enmity with each other.

(John 18:28-38) “® Then they led Jesus from Ca'ia-phas to
the governor’s residence. It was now early in the morning.
But they themselves did not enter into the governor's
residence, so that they would not get defiled but could eat
the Passover. *° So Pilate came outside to them and said:
“What accusation do you bring against this man?” *° They
answered him: “If this man were not a wrongdoer, we would
not have handed him over to you.” ** So Pilate said to them:
“Take him yourselves and judge him according to your law.”
The Jews said to him: “It is not lawful for us to kill anyone.”
*“ This was to fulfill the word that Jesus had spoken to
Indicate what sort of death he was about to die.

3 So Pilate entered the governor’s residence again and
called Jesus and said to him: “Are you the King of the
Jews?” ** Jesus answered: “Are you asking this of your own
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originality, or did others tell you about me?” * Pilate replied:
“I am not a Jew, am 1?7 Your own nation and the chief priests
handed you over to me. What did you do?” °° Jesus
answered: “My Kingdom is no part of this world. If my
Kingdom were part of this world, my attendants would have
fought that | should not be handed over to the Jews. But as
it is, my Kingdom is not from this source.” *’ So Pilate said
to him: “Well, then, are you a king?” Jesus answered: “You
yourself are saying that | am a king. For this | have been
born, and for this | have come into the world, that | should
bear witness to the truth. Everyone who is on the side of the
truth listens to my voice.” *® Pilate said to him: “What is
truth?”

After saying this, he went out again to the Jews and said
to them: “l find no fault in him.

Event: Pilate seeks his release but Jews ask for Barabbas;
sentenced to death on the torture stake

Scripture References: Matthew 27:15-30; Mark 15:6-19;
Luke 23:13-25; John 18:39-19:16

(Matthew 27:15-30) * Now from festival to festival, it was
the custom of the governor to release a prisoner to the
crowd, whomever they wanted. *® Just at that time they were
holding a notorious prisoner called Bar-ab'bas. ** So when
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they were gathered together, Pilate said to them: “Which
one do you want me to release to you, Bar-ab'bas or Jesus
the so-called Christ?” *° For Pilate was aware that out of
envy they had handed him over. ** Moreover, while he was
sitting on the judgment seat, his wife sent a message to him,
saying: “Have nothing to do with that righteous man, for |
suffered a lot today in a dream because of him.” *° But the
chief priests and the elders persuaded the crowds to ask for
Bar-ab'bas, but to have Jesus put to death. ** In response
the governor said to them: “Which of the two do you want
me to release to you?” They said: “Bar-ab'bas.” ** Pilate said
to them: “What, then, should | do with Jesus the so-called
Christ?” They all said: “To the stake with him!” ** He said:
“Why? What bad thing did he do?” Still they kept shouting
out all the more: “To the stake with him!”

“* Seeing that it did no good but, rather, an uproar was
arising, Pilate took water and washed his hands before the
crowd, saying: “I am innocent of the blood of this man. You
yourselves must see to it.” “> At that all the people said in
answer:. “Let his blood come upon us and upon our
children.” “° Then he released Bar-ab'bas to them, but he
had Jesus whipped and handed him over to be executed on
the stake.

*" Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus into the
governor’s residence and gathered the whole body of troops
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together around him. “® And disrobing him, they draped him
with a scarlet cloak, *° and they braided a crown out of
thorns and put it on his head and put a reed in his right
hand. And kneeling before him, they mocked him, saying:
“Greetings, you King of the Jews!” *° And they spat on him
and took the reed and began hitting him on his head.

(Mark 15:6-19) ° Well, from festival to festival, he used to
release to them one prisoner whom they requested. ’ At the
time the man named Bar-ab'bas was in prison with the
seditionists, who in their sedition had committed murder.
® So the crowd came up and began to make their request
according to what Pilate used to do for them. °He
responded to them, saying: “Do you want me to release to
you the King of the Jews?” *° For Pilate was aware that out
of envy the chief priests had handed him over. *' But the
chief priests stirred up the crowd to have him release
Bar-ab'bas to them instead. ** Again in reply Pilate said to
them: “What, then, should | do with the one you call the King
of the Jews?” *°* Once more they cried out: “To the stake
with him!” ** But Pilate went on to say to them: “Why? What
bad thing did he do?” Still they cried out all the more: “To
the stake with him!” ° At that Pilate, wishing to satisfy the
crowd, released Bar-ab'bas to them; and after having Jesus
whipped, he handed him over to be executed on the stake.
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'® The soldiers now led him off into the courtyard, that is,
into the governor’s residence, and they called the whole
body of troops together. *” And they dressed him in purple
and braided a crown of thorns and put it on him; *® and they
began to call out to him: “Greetings, you King of the Jews!”
% Also, they were hitting him on the head with a reed and
spitting on him, and they got on their knees and bowed
down to him.

(Luke 23:13-25) " Pilate then called together the chief
priests, the rulers, and the people ** and said to them: “You
brought this man to me as one inciting the people to revolt.
Now look! | examined him in front of you but found in this
man no grounds for the charges you are bringing against
him. ™ In fact, neither did Herod, for he sent him back to us,
and look! he has done nothing deserving of death. *° I will
therefore punish him and release him.” " —— *® But the
whole crowd shouted out: “Do away with this man, and
release Bar-ab'bas to us!” * (This man had been thrown into
prison for sedition that had occurred in the city and for
murder.) “° Again Pilate called out to them, because he
wanted to release Jesus. ** Then they began to yell, saying:
“To the stake with him! To the stake with him!” ** The third
time he said to them: “Why? What bad thing did this man
do? | found in him nothing deserving of death; | will
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therefore punish him and release him.” > At this they
became insistent, demanding with loud voices that he be
executed, and their voices prevailed. ** So Pilate made the
decision that their demand be met. * He released the man
whom they were demanding, who had been thrown into
prison for sedition and murder, but he surrendered Jesus to
their will.

(John 18:39-19:16) * Moreover, you have a custom that |
should release a man to you at the Passover. So do you
want me to release to you the King of the Jews?” *° Again
they shouted: “Not this man, but Bar-ab'bas!” Now
Bar-ab'bas was a robber.

19 Pilate then took Jesus and scourged him. “ And the
soldiers braided a crown of thorns and put it on his head
and clothed him with a purple robe, ° and they kept coming
up to him and saying: “Greetings, you King of the Jews!”
They also kept slapping him in the face. *Pilate went
outside again and said to them: “See! | bring him outside to
you in order for you to know that | find no fault in him.” > So
Jesus came outside, wearing the crown of thorns and the
purple robe. And Pilate said to them: “Look! The man!”
° However, when the chief priests and the officers saw him,
they shouted: “To the stake with him! To the stake with him!”
Pilate said to them: “Take him yourselves and execute him,
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for | do not find any fault in him.” * The Jews answered him:
“We have a law, and according to the law he ought to die,
because he made himself God’s son.”

® When Pilate heard what they were saying, he became
even more fearful, >and he entered the governor's
residence again and said to Jesus: “Where are you from?”
But Jesus gave him no answer. '° So Pilate said to him: “Are
you refusing to speak to me? Do you not know that | have
authority to release you and | have authority to execute
you?” ' Jesus answered him: “You would have no authority
over me at all unless it had been granted to you from above.
This is why the man who handed me over to you has
greater sin.”

' For this reason Pilate kept trying to find a way to release
him, but the Jews shouted: “If you release this man, you are
not a friend of Caesar. Everyone who makes himself a king
speaks against Caesar.” ** Then Pilate, after hearing these
words, brought Jesus outside, and he sat down on a
judgment seat in a place called the Stone Pavement, but in
Hebrew, Gab'ba-tha. ** Now it was the day of Preparation of
the Passover; it was about the sixth hour. And he said to the
Jews: “See! Your king!” ™ However, they shouted: “Take
him away! Take him away! To the stake with him!” Pilate
said to them: “Shall | execute your king?” The chief priests
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answered: “We have no king but Caesar.” ' Then he
handed him over to them to be executed on the stake.
So they took charge of Jesus.

Time: (about 3:00 p.m.)

Place: Golgotha

Event: Dies on torture stake

Scripture References: Matthew 27:31-56; Mark 15:20-41;
Luke 23:26-49; John 19:16-30

(Matthew 27:31-56) *! Finally, after they had mocked him,
they stripped him of the cloak and put his outer garments on
him and led him off to be nailed to the stake.

2 As they were going out, they found a man of Cy-re'ne
named Simon. This man they compelled into service to
carry his torture stake. ** And when they came to a place
called Gol'go-tha, that is, Skull Place, ** they gave him wine
mixed with gall to drink; but after tasting it, he refused to
drink it. > When they had nailed him to the stake, they
distributed his outer garments by casting lots, *° and they
sat there keeping watch over him. ' They also posted
above his head the charge against him, in writing: “This is
Jesus the King of the Jews.”
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** Then two robbers were put on stakes alongside him,
one on his right and one on his left. >> And those passing by
spoke abusively of him, shaking their heads *° and saying:
“You who would throw down the temple and build it in three
days, save yourself! If you are a son of God, come down off
the torture stake!” ** In the same way also, the chief priests
with the scribes and the elders began mocking him, saying:
* “Others he saved; himself he cannot save! He is King of
Israel; let him now come down off the torture stake, and we
will believe in him. ** He has put his trust in God; let Him
now rescue him if He wants him, for he said, ‘| am God’s
Son.” **In the same way, even the robbers who were on
stakes alongside him were reproaching him.

* From the sixth hour on, a darkness fell over all the land
until the ninth hour. *° About the ninth hour, Jesus called out
with a loud voice, saying: “E'li, E'li, la'ma sa-bach-tha'ni?”
that is, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” *’ At
hearing this, some of those standing there began to say:
“This man is calling E-lijah.” *® And immediately one of them
ran and took a sponge and soaked it in sour wine and put it
on a reed and gave it to him to drink. *° But the rest of them
said: “Let him be! Let us see whether E-li'jah comes to save
him.” *° Again Jesus called out with a loud voice and yielded
up his spirit.
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> And look! the curtain of the sanctuary was torn in two,
from top to bottom, and the earth quaked, and the rocks
were split. > And the tombs were opened, and many bodies
of the holy ones who had fallen asleep were raised up
>3 (and people coming out from among the tombs after his
being raised up entered into the holy city), and they became
visible to many people. ** But when the army officer and
those with him keeping watch over Jesus saw the
earthquake and the things happening, they grew very much
afraid and said: “Certainly this was God’s Son.”

>> And many women were there watching from a distance,
who had accompanied Jesus from Gal'i-lee to minister to
him; °® among them were Mary Mag'da‘lene and Mary the
mother of James and Jo'ses and the mother of the sons of
Zeb'e-dee.

(Mark 15:20-41) %° Finally, after they had mocked him, they
stripped him of the purple and put his outer garments on
him. And they led him out to nail him to the stake. ** Also,
they compelled into service a passerby, a certain Simon of
Cy-re'ne, coming from the countryside, the father of
Alexander and Ru'fus, to carry his torture stake.

2 So they brought him to the place called Gol'go-tha,
which means, when translated, “Skull Place.” *° Here they
tried to give him wine drugged with myrrh, but he would not
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take it. ** And they nailed him to the stake and distributed
his outer garments by casting lots over them to decide who
would take what. ® It was now the third hour, and they
nailed him to the stake. *° And the inscription of the charge
against him was written: “The King of the Jews.”
" Moreover, they put two robbers on stakes alongside him,
one on his right and one on his left. ® —— *° And those
passing by spoke abusively to him, shaking their heads and
saying: “Ha! You who would throw down the temple and
build it in three days, *° save yourself by coming down off
the torture stake.” ** In the same way also, the chief priests
with the scribes were mocking him among themselves,
saying: “Others he saved; himself he cannot save! * Let the
Christ, the King of Israel, now come down off the torture
stake, so that we may see and believe.” Even those who
were on stakes alongside him were reproaching him.

*3 When it became the sixth hour, a darkness fell over all
the land until the ninth hour. ** And at the ninth hour, Jesus
called out with a loud voice: “E'li, E'li, la'ma sa-bach-tha'ni?”
which means, when translated: “My God, my God, why have
you forsaken me?” * And some of those standing near, on
hearing it, began to say: “See! He is calling E-li'jah.” *® Then
someone ran, soaked a sponge in sour wine, put it on a
reed, and gave it to him to drink, saying: “Let him be! Let us
see whether E-lijah comes to take him down.” *" But Jesus
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let out a loud cry and expired. *® And the curtain of the
sanctuary was torn in two from top to bottom. *° Now when
the army officer who was standing by with him in view saw
that he had expired under these circumstances, he said:
“Certainly this man was God'’s Son.”

* There were also women watching from a distance,
among them Mary Mag'da‘lene as well as Mary the mother
of James the Less and of Jo'ses, and Sa-lo'me, ** who used
to accompany him and minister to him when he was in
Gal'i-lee, and many other women who had come up together
with him to Jerusalem.

(Luke 23:26-49) “° Now as they led him away, they seized a
certain Simon of Cy:re'ne, who was coming from the
countryside, and they placed the torture stake on him to
carry it behind Jesus. “" A large number of people were
following him, including women who kept beating
themselves in grief and wailing for him. *° Jesus turned to
the women and said: “Daughters of Jerusalem, stop
weeping for me. Weep instead for yourselves and for your
children; *° for look! days are coming when people will say,
‘Happy are the barren women, the wombs that did not give
birth and the breasts that did not nurse!’” * Then they will
start saying to the mountains, ‘Fall over us!”" and to the hills,
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‘Cover us over!’ *! If they do these things when the tree is
moist, what will occur when it is withered?”

*2 Two other men, criminals, were also being led off to be
executed with him. ** And when they got to the place called
Skull, they nailed him to the stake there alongside the
criminals, one on his right and one on his left. ** But Jesus
was saying: “Father, forgive them, for they do not know what
they are doing.” Furthermore, they cast lots to distribute his
garments. >> And the people stood looking on. But the rulers
were sneering and saying: “Others he saved; let him save
himself if he is the Christ of God, the Chosen One.” *° Even
the soldiers mocked him, coming up and offering him sour
wine *" and saying: “If you are the King of the Jews, save
yourself.” *® There was also an inscription over him: “This is
the King of the Jews.”

** Then one of the criminals hanging there began to speak
abusively to him, saying: “You are the Christ, are you not?
Save yourself and us too!” *° In response the other rebuked
him, saying: “Do you not fear God at all, now that you have
received the same judgment? ** And we rightly so, for we
are getting back what we deserve for the things we did; but
this man did nothing wrong.” “** Then he said: “Jesus,
remember me when you get into your Kingdom.” ** And he
said to him: “Truly I tell you today, you will be with me in
Paradise.”
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* Well, by now it was about the sixth hour, and yet a
darkness fell over all the land until the ninth hour,
* because the sunlight failed; then the curtain of the
sanctuary was torn down the middle. *® And Jesus called out
with a loud voice and said: “Father, into your hands | entrust
my spirit.” After he said this, he expired. *’ Because of
seeing what occurred, the army officer began to glorify God,
saying: “Truly, this man was righteous.” *® And when all the
crowds that were gathered together there for this spectacle
saw the things that occurred, they returned home, beating
their chests. *° And all those acquainted with him were
standing at a distance. Also, women who had accompanied
him from Gal'i-lee were there and saw these things.

(John 19:16-30) *® Then he handed him over to them to be
executed on the stake.

So they took charge of Jesus. '’ Bearing the torture stake
for himself, he went out to the so-called Skull Place, which is
called Gol'go-tha in Hebrew. *® There they nailed him to the
stake alongside two other men, one on each side, with
Jesus in the middle. *° Pilate also wrote a title and put it on
the torture stake. It was written: “Jesus the Naz-a-rene' the
King of the Jews.” ® Many of the Jews read this title,
because the place where Jesus was nailed to the stake was
near the city, and it was written in Hebrew, in Latin, and in
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Greek. “* However, the chief priests of the Jews said to
Pilate: “Do not write, ‘The King of the Jews,’ but that he said,
‘| am King of the Jews.” ** Pilate answered: “What | have
written, | have written.”

> Now when the soldiers had nailed Jesus to the stake,
they took his outer garments and divided them into four
parts, one for each soldier, and they also took the inner
garment. But the inner garment was without a seam, being
woven from top to bottom. ** So they said to one another:
“Let us not tear it, but let us cast lots over it to decide whose
it will be.” This was to fulfill the scripture: “They divided my
garments among themselves, and they cast lots for my
clothing.” So the soldiers actually did these things.

> By the torture stake of Jesus, however, there were
standing his mother and his mother’s sister; Mary the wife of
Clo'pas and Mary Mag'da‘lene. *° So when Jesus saw his
mother and the disciple whom he loved standing nearby, he
said to his mother: “Woman, see! Your son!” ** Next he said
to the disciple: “See! Your mother!” And from that hour on,
the disciple took her into his own home.

°8 After this, when Jesus knew that by now all things had
been accomplished, in order to fulfill the scripture he said: “I
am thirsty.” ° A jar was sitting there full of sour wine. So
they put a sponge full of the sour wine on a hyssop stalk
and held it up to his mouth. ** When he had received the
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sour wine, Jesus said: “It has been accomplished!” and
bowing his head, he gave up his spirit.

Place: Jerusalem

Event: Body taken from the stake and placed in tomb
Scripture References: Matthew 27:57-61; Mark 15:42-47;
Luke 23:50-56; John 19:31-42

(Matthew 27:57-61) Now as it was late in the afternoon, a
rich man of Ar-i-ma-the'a came, named Joseph, who had
also become a disciple of Jesus. ® This man approached
Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus. Then Pilate
commanded that it be given to him. >° Joseph took the body,
wrapped it up in clean, fine linen, *®® and laid it in his new
tomb, which he had quarried in the rock. And after rolling a
big stone to the entrance of the tomb, he left. °* But Mary
Mag'da-lene and the other Mary continued there, sitting
before the grave.

(Mark 15:42-47) Now as it was already late in the afternoon,
and since it was Preparation, that is, the day before the
Sabbath, *° there came Joseph of Ar-i-ma-the'a, a reputable
member of the Council, who also himself was waiting for the
Kingdom of God. He took courage and went in before Pilate
and asked for the body of Jesus. ** But Pilate wondered
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whether he could already be dead, and summoning the
army officer, he asked him whether Jesus had already died.
* So after making certain from the army officer, he granted
the body to Joseph. *® After he bought fine linen and took
him down, he wrapped him in the fine linen and laid him in a
tomb that was quarried out of rock; then he rolled a stone up
to the entrance of the tomb. *’ But Mary Mag'da-lene and
Mary the mother of Jo'ses continued looking at where he
had been laid.

(Luke 23:50-56) And look! there was a man named Joseph,
a member of the Council, who was a good and righteous
man. °* (This man had not voted in support of their scheme
and action.) He was from Ar-irma-the'a, a city of the
Ju-de'ans, and was waiting for the Kingdom of God. °* This
man went in before Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus.
>3 And he took it down and wrapped it up in fine linen, and
he laid it in a tomb carved in the rock, where no man had yet
lain. >* Now it was the day of Preparation, and the Sabbath
was about to begin. >° But the women who had come with
him from Gal'i-lee followed along and took a look at the
tomb and saw how his body was laid, *° and they went back
to prepare spices and perfumed oils. But, of course, they
rested on the Sabbath according to the commandment.
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(John 19:31-42) °! Since it was the day of Preparation, so
that the bodies would not remain on the torture stakes on
the Sabbath (for that Sabbath day was a great one), the
Jews asked Pilate to have the legs broken and the bodies
taken away. °* So the soldiers came and broke the legs of
the first man and those of the other man who was on a
stake alongside him. ** But on coming to Jesus, they saw
that he was already dead, so they did not break his legs.
** But one of the soldiers jabbed his side with a spear, and
immediately blood and water came out. *> And the one who
has seen it has given this witness, and his withess is true,
and he knows that what he says is true, so that you also
may believe. * In fact, these things took place for the
scripture to be fulfilled: “Not a bone of his will be broken.”
" And again, a different scripture says: “They will look to the
one whom they pierced.”

* Now after these things, Joseph of Ar-i-ma-the'a, who
was a disciple of Jesus but a secret one because of his fear
of the Jews, asked Pilate if he could take away the body of
Jesus, and Pilate gave him permission. So he came and
took the body away. *° Nic-o-de'mus, the man who had
come to him in the night the first time, also came, bringing a
mixture of myrrh and aloes weighing about a hundred
pounds. *° So they took the body of Jesus and wrapped it in
linen cloths with the spices, according to the burial custom
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of the Jews. *! Incidentally, there was a garden at the place
where he was executed, and in the garden was a new tomb
in which no one had ever yet been laid. ** Because it was
the day of Preparation of the Jews and the tomb was
nearby, they laid Jesus there.

Time: Nisan 15 (April 8-9, 2020)

Place: Jerusalem

Event: Priests and Pharisees get guard for tomb and seal it
Scripture Reference: Matthew 27:62-66

(Matthew 27:62-66) The next day, which was after the
Preparation, the chief priests and the Pharisees gathered
together before Pilate, °° saying: “Sir, we recall what that
impostor said while he was still alive, ‘After three days | am
to be raised up.’ ® Therefore, command that the grave be
made secure until the third day, so that his disciples may not
come and steal him and say to the people, ‘He was raised
up from the dead!” Then this last deception will be worse
than the first.” ® Pilate said to them: “You may have a
guard. Go make it as secure as you know how.” ®® So they
went and made the grave secure by sealing the stone and
posting a guard.
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Time: Nisan 16 (April 9-10, 2020)

Place: Jerusalem and vicinity; Emmaus

Event: Jesus resurrected; appears five times to disciples
Scripture References: Matthew 28:1-15; Mark 16:1-8; Luke
24:1-49; John 20:1-25

(Matthew 28:1-15) After the Sabbath, when it was growing
light on the first day of the week, Mary Mag'da-lene and the
other Mary came to view the grave.

And look! a great earthquake had taken place, for
Jehovah’s angel had descended from heaven and had
come and rolled away the stone, and he was sitting on it.
® His appearance was like lightning, and his clothing was as
white as snow. * Yes, out of their fear of him, the watchmen
trembled and became as dead men.

> But the angel said to the women: “Do not be afraid, for |
know that you are looking for Jesus who was executed on
the stake. ° He is not here, for he was raised up, just as he
said. Come, see the place where he was lying. * Then go
quickly and tell his disciples that he was raised up from the
dead, for look! he is going ahead of you into Gal'i-lee. You
will see him there. Look! | have told you.”

® So, quickly leaving the memorial tomb, with fear and
great joy, they ran to report to his disciples. ° And look!
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Jesus met them and said: “Good day!” They approached
and took hold of his feet and did obeisance to him. ' Then
Jesus said to them: “Have no fear! Go, report to my brothers
so that they may go to Gal'i-lee, and there they will see me.”

1 While they were on their way, some of the guards went
Into the city and reported to the chief priests all the things
that had happened. ** And after these had gathered with the
elders and had consulted together, they gave a
considerable number of silver pieces to the soldiers ** and
said: “Say, ‘His disciples came in the night and stole him
while we were sleeping.’ ** And if this gets to the governor’s
ears, we will explain the matter to him and you will not need
to worry.” *> So they took the silver pieces and did as they
were instructed, and this story has been spread abroad
among the Jews up to this very day.

(Mark 16:1-8) So when the Sabbath was over, Mary
Mag'da-lene, Mary the mother of James, and Sa-lo'me
bought spices in order to come and apply them to his body.
> And very early on the first day of the week when the sun
had risen, they came to the tomb. ® They were saying to one
another: “Who will roll the stone away from the entrance of
the tomb for us?” * But when they looked up, they saw that
the stone had been rolled away, although it was very large.
> When they entered into the tomb, they saw a young man
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sitting on the right side, clothed in a white robe, and they
were stunned. ° He said to them: “Do not be stunned. You
are looking for Jesus the Naz-a-rene' who was executed on
the stake. He was raised up. He is not here. Look, here is
the place where they laid him. ” But go, tell his disciples and
Peter, ‘He is going ahead of you into Gal'i-lee. You will see
him there, just as he told you.” ® So when they came out,
they fled from the tomb, trembling and overwhelmed with
emotion. And they said nothing to anyone, for they were in
fear.

(Luke 24:1-49) But on the first day of the week, they came
very early to the tomb, bringing the spices they had
prepared. * But they found the stone rolled away from the
tomb, ® and when they entered, they did not find the body of
the Lord Jesus. * While they were perplexed about this,
look! two men in shining garments stood by them. ° The
women became frightened and kept their faces turned
toward the ground, so the men said to them: “Why are you
looking for the living one among the dead? °® He is not here,
but has been raised up. Recall how he spoke to you while
he was yet in Gal'i-lee, ’ saying that the Son of man must be
handed over to sinful men and be executed on the stake
and on the third day rise.” ® Then they remembered his
words, ° and they returned from the tomb and reported all
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these things to the Eleven and to all the rest. *° They were
Mary Mag'da-lene, Jo-an'na, and Mary the mother of James.
Also, the rest of the women with them were telling these
things to the apostles. ** However, these sayings seemed
like nonsense to them, and they would not believe the
women.

2 But Peter got up and ran to the tomb, and stooping
forward, he saw only the linen cloths. So he went off,
wondering to himself what had occurred.

3 But look! on that very day, two of them were traveling to
a village named Em-ma'us, about seven miles from
Jerusalem, ' and they were conversing with each other
about all these things that had happened.

> Now as they were conversing and discussing these
things, Jesus himself approached and began walking with
them, '®but their eyes were kept from recognizing him.
'"He said to them: “What are these matters that you are
debating between yourselves as you walk along?” And they
stood still, looking sad. *°In answer the one named
Cle'o-pas said to him: “Are you a stranger dwelling alone in
Jerusalem and do not know the things that have occurred
there during these days?” *° He asked them: “What things?”
They said to him: “The things concerning Jesus the
Naz-a-rene', who proved to be a prophet powerful in deed
and word before God and all the people; “° and how our
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chief priests and rulers handed him over to be sentenced to
death, and they nailed him to the stake. °* But we were
hoping that this man was the one who was going to deliver
Israel. Yes, and besides all these things, this is the third day
since these things occurred. ** Moreover, some women from
among us also astonished us, for they went early to the
tomb ** and when they did not find his body, they came
saying that they had also seen a supernatural sight of
angels, who said he is alive. ** Then some of those who
were with us went off to the tomb, and they found it just as
the women had said, but they did not see him.”

> So he said to them: “O senseless ones and slow of
heart to believe all the things the prophets have spoken!
“® Was it not necessary for the Christ to suffer these things
and to enter into his glory?” " And starting with Moses and
all the Prophets, he interpreted to them things pertaining to
himself in all the Scriptures.

“® Finally they got close to the village to which they were
traveling, and he made as if to travel on farther. ©° But they
urged him to remain, saying: “Stay with us, because it is
almost evening and the day is nearly over.” With that he
went in to stay with them. *° And as he was dining with
them, he took the bread, blessed it, broke it, and began
handing it to them. *' At that their eyes were fully opened
and they recognized him; but he disappeared from them.

114



2 And they said to each other: “Were not our hearts burning
within us as he was speaking to us on the road, as he was
fully opening up the Scriptures to us?” * And they got up in
that very hour and returned to Jerusalem, and they found
the Eleven and those assembled together with them, ** who
said: “For a fact the Lord was raised up, and he appeared to
Simon!” * Then they related the events on the road and
how he became known to them by the breaking of the
bread.

** While they were speaking of these things, he himself
stood in their midst and said to them: "May you have
peace.” °" But because they were terrified and frightened,
they imagined that they were seeing a spirit. *® So he said to
them: “Why are you troubled, and why have doubts come up
in your hearts? *° See my hands and my feet, that it is |
myself; touch me and see, for a spirit does not have flesh
and bones just as you see that | have.” *° And as he said
this, he showed them his hands and his feet. ** But while
they were still not believing for sheer joy and amazement,
he said to them: “Do you have something there to eat?”
*2 S0 they handed him a piece of broiled fish, ** and he took
It and ate it before their eyes.

** He then said to them: “These are my words that | spoke
to you while | was yet with you, that all the things written
about me in the Law of Moses and in the Prophets and
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Psalms must be fulfilled.” *°> Then he opened up their minds
fully to grasp the meaning of the Scriptures, *° and he said
to them, “This is what is written: that the Christ would suffer
and rise from among the dead on the third day, *" and on
the basis of his name, repentance for forgiveness of sins
would be preached in all the nations—starting out from
Jerusalem. “® You are to be witnesses of these things.
“ And look! | am sending upon you what my Father
promised. You, though, stay in the city until you are clothed
with power from on high.”

(John 20:1-25) On the first day of the week, Mary
Mag'da-lene came to the tomb early, while it was still dark,
and she saw that the stone had already been taken away
from the tomb. * So she came running to Simon Peter and to
the other disciple, for whom Jesus had affection, and she
said to them: “They have taken away the Lord out of the
tomb, and we do not know where they have laid him.”

> Then Peter and the other disciple set out for the tomb.
*The two of them began running together, but the other
disciple ran faster than Peter and reached the tomb first.
> Stooping forward, he saw the linen cloths lying there, but
he did not go in. ® Then Simon Peter also came, following
him, and he went into the tomb. And he saw the linen cloths
lying there. ’ The cloth that had been on his head was not
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lying with the other cloth bands but was rolled up in a place
by itself. ® Then the other disciple who had reached the
tomb first also went in, and he saw and believed. ° For they
did not yet understand the scripture that he must rise from
the dead. '° So the disciples went back to their homes.

' Mary, however, kept standing outside near the tomb,
weeping. While she was weeping, she stooped forward to
look into the tomb, ** and she saw two angels in white sitting
where the body of Jesus had been lying, one at the head
and one at the feet. ** And they said to her: “Woman, why
are you weeping?” She said to them: “They have taken my
Lord away, and | do not know where they have laid him.”
* After saying this, she turned around and saw Jesus
standing there, but she did not realize that it was Jesus.
> Jesus said to her: “Woman, why are you weeping? Whom
are you looking for?” She, thinking it was the gardener, said
to him: “Sir, if you have carried him off, tell me where you
have laid him, and | will take him away.” *°® Jesus said to her:
“Mary!” On turning around, she said to him in Hebrew:
“Rab-bo'ni!” (which means “Teacher!”) '’ Jesus said to her:
“Stop clinging to me, for | have not yet ascended to the
Father. But go to my brothers and say to them, ‘| am
ascending to my Father and your Father and to my God and
your God.” '® Mary Mag'da-lene came and brought the
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news to the disciples: “| have seen the Lord!” And she told
them what he had said to her.

2 When it was late that day, the first day of the week, and
the doors were locked where the disciples were for fear of
the Jews, Jesus came and stood in their midst and said to
them: “May you have peace.” *° After saying this, he showed
them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced at
seeing the Lord. ** Jesus said to them again: “May you have
peace. Just as the Father has sent me, | also am sending
you.” % After saying this he blew on them and said to them:
“Receive holy spirit. *° If you forgive the sins of anyone, they
are forgiven; if you retain those of anyone, they are
retained.”

4 But Thomas, one of the Twelve, who was called the
Twin, was not with them when Jesus came. *°> So the other
disciples were telling him: “We have seen the Lord!” But he
said to them: “Unless | see in his hands the print of the nails
and stick my finger into the print of the nails and stick my
hand into his side, | will never believe it.”

Time: After Nisan 16
Place: Jerusalem; Galilee

Event. Makes more appearances to disciples (1 Corinthians
15:5-7; Acts 1:3-8)
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(1 Corinthians 15:5-7) and that he appeared to Ce'phas,
and then to the Twelve. ° After that he appeared to more
than 500 brothers at one time, most of whom are still with
us, though some have fallen asleep in death. * After that he
appeared to James, then to all the apostles.

(Acts 1:3-8) ° After he had suffered, he showed himself
alive to them by many convincing proofs. He was seen by
them throughout 40 days, and he was speaking about the
Kingdom of God. * While he was meeting with them, he
ordered them: “Do not leave Jerusalem, but keep waiting for
what the Father has promised, about which you heard from
me; ° for John, indeed, baptized with water, but you will be
baptized with holy spirit not many days after this.”

° So when they had assembled, they asked him: “Lord,
are you restoring the kingdom to Israel at this time?” ‘ He
said to them: “It does not belong to you to know the times or
seasons that the Father has placed in his own jurisdiction.
® But you will receive power when the holy spirit comes upon
you, and you will be witnesses of me in Jerusalem, in all
Ju-de'a and Sa-mar'i-a, and to the most distant part of the
earth.”
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Event: Instructs; commissions disciple-making
Scripture References: Matthew 28:16-20; John 20:26-
21:25

(Matthew 28:16-20) However, the 11 disciples went to
Gal'i-lee to the mountain where Jesus had arranged for
them to meet. *“ When they saw him, they did obeisance,
but some doubted. *® Jesus approached and spoke to them,
saying: “All authority has been given me in heaven and on
the earth. *° Go, therefore, and make disciples of people of
all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and
of the Son and of the holy spirit, “° teaching them to observe
all the things | have commanded you. And look! | am with
you all the days until the conclusion of the system of things.”

(John 20:26-21:25) “° Well, eight days later his disciples
were again indoors, and Thomas was with them. Jesus
came, although the doors were locked, and he stood in their
midst and said: “May you have peace.” *' Next he said to
Thomas: “Put your finger here, and see my hands, and take
your hand and stick it into my side, and stop doubting but
believe.” *° In answer Thomas said to him: “My Lord and my
God!” #° Jesus said to him: “Because you have seen me,
have you believed? Happy are those who have not seen
and yet believe.”
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*'To be sure, Jesus also performed many other signs
before the disciples, which are not written down in this
scroll. 3! But these have been written down so that you may
believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and
because of believing, you may have life by means of his
name.

21 After this Jesus manifested himself again to the
disciples, at the Sea of Ti-be'riras. He made the
manifestation in this way. ° There were together Simon
Peter, Thomas (who was called the Twin), Na-than'a-el from
Ca'na of Gal'i‘lee, the sons of Zeb'e-dee, and two others of
his disciples. ° Simon Peter said to them: “I am going
fishing.” They said to him: “We are coming with you.” They
went out and got aboard the boat, but during that night they
caught nothing.

* However, just as day was breaking, Jesus stood on the
beach, but the disciples did not realize that it was Jesus.
> Then Jesus said to them: “Children, you do not have
anything to eat, do you?” They answered: “No!” ® He said to
them: “Cast the net on the right side of the boat and you will
find some.” So they cast it, but they were not able to haul it
in because of the large number of fish. * Then the disciple
whom Jesus loved said to Peter: “It is the Lord!” Now Simon
Peter, on hearing that it was the Lord, put on his outer
garment, for he was naked, and plunged into the sea. ° But
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the other disciples came in the small boat, dragging the net
full of fish, for they were not a long way from land, only
about 300 feet away.

° When they came ashore, they saw there a charcoal fire
with fish lying on it and bread. *° Jesus said to them: “Bring
some of the fish you just now caught.” ** So Simon Peter
went on board and hauled the net ashore full of big fish, 153
of them. And though there were so many, the net did not
burst. '* Jesus said to them: “Come, have your breakfast.”
Not one of the disciples had the courage to ask him: “Who
are you?” because they knew it was the Lord. ** Jesus came
and took the bread and gave it to them, and the same with
the fish. ** This was now the third time that Jesus appeared
to the disciples after being raised up from the dead.

™ When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon
Peter: “Simon son of John, do you love me more than
these?” He replied to him: “Yes, Lord, you know | have
affection for you.” He said to him: “Feed my lambs.” ** Again
he said to him a second time: “Simon son of John, do you
love me?” He replied: “Yes, Lord, you know | have affection
for you.” He said to him: “Shepherd my little sheep.” *" He
said to him a third time: “Simon son of John, do you have
affection for me?” Peter became grieved that he asked him
the third time: “Do you have affection for me?” So he said to
him: “Lord, you are aware of all things; you know that | have
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affection for you.” Jesus said to him: “Feed my little sheep.
® Most truly | say to you, when you were younger, you used
to clothe yourself and walk about where you wanted. But
when you grow old, you will stretch out your hands and
another man will clothe you and carry you where you do not
wish.” * He said this to indicate by what sort of death he
would glorify God. After he said this, he said to him:
“Continue following me.”

0 peter turned around and saw the disciple whom Jesus
loved following, the one who at the evening meal had also
leaned back on his chest and said: “Lord, who is the one
betraying you?” ** So when he caught sight of him, Peter
said to Jesus: “Lord, what about this man?” ** Jesus said to
him: “If it is my will for him to remain until | come, of what
concern is that to you? You continue following me.” > So
the saying went out among the brothers that this disciple
would not die. However, Jesus did not say to him that he
would not die, but he said: “If it is my will for him to remain
until | come, of what concern is that to you?”

** This is the disciple who gives this witness about these
things and who wrote these things, and we know that his
witness Is true.

°> There are also, in fact, many other things that Jesus did,
which if ever they were written in full detail, | suppose the
world itself could not contain the scrolls written.
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135 Jehovah’s Warm Appeal:

“Be Wise, My Son”
(Proverbs 27:11)

1. Young man and young woman,
do give your heart to me.
My foe who now taunts me
will then be made to see.
Your youth and devotion
to me you freely give;
You show all the world
that for me you really live.

(CHORUS)

Beloved son and precious daughter,
Be wise and make my heart rejoice,
That out of your own heart you serve me,
And offer praise by your own choice.

2. Rejoice and take pleasure
in giving me your all,
And though you may stumble,
I’ll raise you if you fall.
No matter who fails you
or proves to be untrue,
Take comfort in knowing
I’ll always cherish you.

(Chorus)

(See also Deut. 6:5; Eccl. 11:9; Isa. 41:13.)
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Jehovah, Our Father,
Loves Us Dearly

“You must pray, then, this way: ‘Our Father.””—MATT. 6:9.

SONG 135
Jehovah’s Warm Appeal: “Be Wise, My Son”

PREVIEW

We often think of Jehovah as our Creator and Sovereign
Ruler. But we have good reasons for viewing him as

a loving and caring Father. This article will consider
those reasons. We will also learn why we can be sure
that Jehovah will never abandon us.

2



IMAGINE that you are living some 2,500 years ago
in Persia. You want to speak to the king of the land
about a matter, so you travel to the royal city of
Shushan. You would not even think of approaching
the monarch without first receiving his permission.
To do otherwise could very well cost you your life!
—Esther 4:11.

2 How thankful we are that Jehovah is not like that
Persian king! Jehovah is vastly superior to any hu-
man ruler, and yet he welcomes us at any time. He
wants us to feel free to approach him. For example,
although Jehovah bears such lofty titles as Grand
Creator, Almighty, and Sovereign Lord, we are invit-
ed to call on him using the familiar term “Father.”
(Matt. 6:9) How touching that Jehovah wants us to
view him in such a warm and intimate way!

3 We can rightly call Jehovah “Father”—he is the
Source of our life. (Ps. 36:9) Because he is our Fa-
ther, we have a responsibility to obey him. When we
do what he asks of us, we will enjoy marvelous bless-
ings. (Heb. 12:9) Those blessings include everlasting
life, whether in heaven or on earth. We also enjoy

1. What was involved in approaching a king of Persia?
2. How can we feel about approaching Jehovah?

3. Why can we call Jehovah “Father,” and what will this article dis-
cuss?
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benefits now. This article will discuss how Jehovah
acts as a loving Father now and why we can be sure
that he will never abandon us in the future. But first,
let us consider why we can be confident that our
heavenly Father loves us dearly and cares for us.

JEHOVAH IS A LOVING AND CARING FATHER

4 Do you find it difficult to think of God as your
Father? Some may feel small and insignificant in
comparison to Jehovah. They doubt that Almighty
God cares about them as individuals. Yet, our loving
Father does not want us to feel that way. He gave us
life and wants us to have a relationship with him. Af-
ter stating this truth, the apostle Paul explained to
his listeners in Athens that Jehovah “is not far off
from each one of us.” (Acts 17:24-29) God wants
each one of us to go to him just as a child natural-
ly goes to a loving and caring parent.

> Others may find it hard to view Jehovah as their
Father because their own human father showed
them little or no love and affection. Consider the
comments of one Christian sister. “My father was
very abusive,” she says. “When I first began to study
the Bible, it was difficult for me to relate to a heav-

4. Why do some find it difficult to view Jehovah as their Father?
5. What do we learn from the experience of one Christian sister?
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enly Father. But after I came to know Jehovah, that
all changed.” Do you have similar feelings? If so, be
assured that you too can come to see Jehovah as the
best possible Father.

¢ One way that Jehovah has helped us to view him
as our loving Father is by having Jesus’ words and
actions recorded in the Bible. (Read Matthew 11:
27.) Jesus so perfectly reflected his Father’s person-
ality that he could say: “Whoever has seen me
has seen the Father also.” (John 14:9) Jesus often
spoke about the role that Jehovah fulfills as a Fa-
ther. In the four Gospels alone, Jesus used the term
“Father” some 165 times in reference to Jehovah.
Why did Jesus speak so much about Jehovah? One
reason is that people might be convinced that Jeho-
vah is a loving Father.—John 17:25, 26.

7 Consider what we learn about Jehovah from the
way that he treated his Son, Jesus. Jehovah always
heard Jesus’ prayers. He not only heard Jesus’
prayers but also answered them. (John 11:41, 42)
No matter what trials Jesus faced, he sensed his Fa-
ther’s love and support.—Luke 22:42, 43.

6. According to Matthew 11:27, what is one way that Jehovah has
helped us to view him as our loving Father?

7. What do we learn about Jehovah from the way that he treated
his Son?
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8 Jesus acknowledged that his Father was the
Source and Sustainer of his life when he stated: “I
live because of the Father.” (John 6:57) Jesus com-
pletely trusted in his Father, and Jehovah supplied
his physical needs. Most important, Jehovah cared
for Jesus spiritually.—Matt. 4:4.

% As a loving Father, Jehovah made sure that Je-
sus knew he had his Father’s backing. (Matt. 26:53;
John 8:16) While Jehovah did not shield Jesus from
all injury, He helped him to endure trials. Jesus
was assured that any harm he might suffer would
be temporary. (Heb. 12:2) Jehovah proved that he
cared for Jesus by listening to him, providing for
him, training him, and supporting him. (John 5:20;
8:28) Let us now see how our heavenly Father cares
for us in similar ways.

HOW OUR LOVING FATHER CARES FOR US

10 Jehovah listens to our prayers. (Read Psalm 66:
19, 20.) He does not want us to limit our prayers; he
urges us to pray often. (1 Thess. 5:17) We can re-

8. In what ways did Jehovah provide for Jesus?

9. How did Jehovah prove to be a loving and caring Father to Je-
sus?

10. According to Psalm 66:19, 20, how does Jehovah show that he
loves us?
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spectfully approach our God at any time, no matter
where we are. He is never too busy to listen to us;
he is always available and attentive. When we appre-
ciate that Jehovah listens to our prayers, we are
drawn to him. “I love Jehovah,” said the psalmist,
“because he hears my voice.”—Ps. 116:1.

11 Our Father not only listens to our prayers but
also answers them. The apostle John assures us:
“No matter what we ask according to [God’s] will,
he hears us.” (1 John 5:14, 15) Of course, Jehovah
may not answer our prayers in the way that we ex-
pect. He knows what is best for us, so sometimes his
answer is no or he wants us to wait.—2 Cor. 12:7-9.

12 Jehovah provides for us. He does what he re-
quires all fathers to do. (1 Tim. 5:8) He cares for the
material needs of his children. He does not want us
to be anxious about our food, clothing, or shelter.
(Matt. 6:32, 33; 7:11) As a loving parent, Jehovah
has even arranged to satisfy all our future needs.

13 Most important, Jehovah provides for our spir-
itual needs. Through his Word, he has revealed
the truth about himself, his purpose, the mean-
ing of life, and the future. He showed us personal

11. How does Jehovah respond to our prayers?
12-13. In what ways does our heavenly Father provide for us?
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Jehovah wants to be
close to us, just as a
caring father wants to
be close to his children

(See paragraph 4)




A loving human father (1) listens to, (2) provides for,

(3) trains, and (4) protects his children. Our loving heavenly
Father cares for us in similar ways

(See paragraphs 10-15)

attention when we first learned the truth, using our
parents or another teacher to help us come to know
him. And we continue to receive kind assistance
from loving congregation elders and other mature
brothers and sisters. In addition, Jehovah instructs
us through our congregation meetings, where we
learn alongside our spiritual family. In these and
other ways, Jehovah shows his fatherly interest in
all of us.—Ps. 32:8.

14 Jehovah trains us. Unlike Jesus, we are imper-
fect. So as part of our training, our loving Father
disciplines us when necessary. His Word reminds us:
“Those whom Jehovah loves he disciplines.” (Heb.
12:6, 7) Jehovah disciplines us in many ways. For in-
stance, something we read in his Word or hear at
our meetings may correct us. Or perhaps the help
we need comes from the elders. Regardless of the
form it takes, Jehovah’s discipline is always motivat-
ed by love.—Jer. 30:11.

14. Why does Jehovah train us, and how does he do so?

FEBRUARY 2020 9



15 Jehovah supports us through trials. Just as a
caring human father supports his children dur-
ing difficult times, our heavenly Father sustains us
through trials. He uses his holy spirit to protect us
from spiritual harm. (Luke 11:13) Jehovah also pro-
tects us emotionally. For example, he gives us a mar-
velous hope. That hope for the future helps us to en-
dure difficulties. Consider this: No matter what bad
things happen to us, our loving Father will undo any
injury we suffer. Whatever trials we are facing,
these are only temporary, but the blessings Jehovah
gives are everlasting.—2 Cor. 4:16-18.

OUR FATHER WILL NEVER ABANDON US

16 We see proof of Jehovah’s love for us in the way
he responded to the problems that first arose with-
in his earthly family. When Adam disobeyed his
heavenly Father, he lost his place in Jehovah’s hap-
py family, both for himself and for his descendants.
(Rom. 5:12; 7:14) Jehovah, however, stepped in to
help.

17" Jehovah punished Adam, but he did not leave
Adam’s unborn offspring without hope. He imme-

15. In what ways does Jehovah protect us?
16. What happened when Adam disobeyed his loving Father?
17. After Adam’s rebellion, what did Jehovah immediately do?
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diately promised that obedient humans would be
brought back into his family. (Gen. 3:15; Rom. 8:20,
21) Jehovah arranged for this on the basis of the
ransom sacrifice of his beloved Son, Jesus. By giv-
ing his Son in our behalf, Jehovah proved how dear-
ly he loves us.—John 3:16.

18 Though we are imperfect, Jehovah wants us in
his family, and he never considers us to be a burden.

18. Why can we be sure that Jehovah wants us as his children, even
if we have strayed from him?

If we have strayed from God but are repentant, our loving Father,
Jehovah, is ready and willing to welcome us back
(See paragraph 18)




We may disappoint him or stray awhile, but Jehovah
does not give up on us. Jesus illustrated the depth
of Jehovah’s fatherly care with the story of the son
who was lost. (Luke 15:11-32) The father in that il-
lustration never stopped hoping that his son would
return. When the son made his way home, the father
eagerly welcomed him back. If we have strayed from
Jehovah but are repentant, we can be sure that our

loving Father is ready and willing to welcome us
back.

19 Our Father will repair all the damage caused by
Adam. After Adam’s rebellion, Jehovah purposed to
adopt 144,000 individuals from among mankind
who will serve as kings and priests in heaven with
his Son. Jesus and those associate rulers will help
obedient humans to come to perfection in the new
world. After they pass a final test of obedience, God
will grant them everlasting life. Our Father will then
have the satisfaction of seeing the earth filled with
his perfect sons and daughters. What a glorious
time that will be!

20 Jehovah has shown that he loves us dearly. He
is the ideal Father. He hears our prayers and pro-

19. How will Jehovah repair the damage caused by Adam?

20. In what ways has Jehovah shown that he loves us dearly, and
what will the next article discuss?
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vides what we need, both materially and spiritually.
He trains and supports us. He also has wonderful
blessings in store for us. It warms our heart to know
that our Father loves and cares for us! Our next ar-
ticle will discuss ways that we, as his children, can
respond to his love.

PICTURE DESCRIPTIONS Page 8: Each of the four scenes depicts

a father with his child: a father listening attentively to his son, a father
providing for his daughter’s needs, a father giving training to his son,
and a father consoling his son. The drawing of the hand of Jehovah
behind the four scenes reminds us that Jehovah cares for us in
similar ways.

HOW WOULD YOU ANSWER?

m Why do you feel B In what ways B Why can we be
that Jehovah is does Jehovah certain that our
the best possible show that he Father will never
Father? loves and cares abandon us?

for us?

SONG 108
God’s Loyal Love




108 God’s Loyal Love
(Isaiah 55:1-3)

1. Loyal love! God is love.
We can sense his care from above.
God by means of his precious Son
Paid the ransom for ev’ryone,
Giving hope that we might possess
Life eternal and happiness.

(CHORUS)

Hey there, all you thirsty ones,
Come and drink life’'s water free.

Yes, come drink, you thirsty ones;
God’s loyal love you’ll see.

2. Loyal love! God is love.
All his works give proof of his love.
Love Jehovah has further shown,
Giving Jesus the kingly throne.
God’s own purpose has come to pass.
See! His Kingdom is here at last!

(Chorus)

3. Loyal love! God is love.
May his spirit move us to love.
As we loyally help the meek,
God’s commandments they learn to keep.
We are serving with godly fear,
Preaching boldly for all to hear.

(Chorus)

(See also Ps. 33:5; 57:10; Eph. 1:7.)



