
SEPTEMBER 23 - 29 � HEBREWS 12 - 13

˙ Song 88 and Prayer
˙ Opening Comments (3 min. or less)

TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD

APPLY YOURSELF TO THE FIELD MINISTRY

LIVING AS CHRISTIANS

˙ “Discipline—Evidence of Jehovah’s Love”:
(10 min.)
Heb 12:5—Do not give up when disciplined
(w12 3/15 29 ˚18)
Heb 12:6, 7—Jehovah disciplines those whom
he loves (w12 7/1 21 ˚3)
Heb 12:11—Although sometimes painful,
discipline trains us (w18.03 32 ˚18)

˙ Digging for Spiritual Gems: (8 min.)
Heb 12:1—How does the example of “a great
cloud of witnesses” encourage us? (w11 9/15
17-18 ˚11)

Heb 13:9—What does this verse mean?
(w89 12/15 22 ˚10)

What has this week’s Bible reading taught you
about Jehovah?

What other spiritual gems have you discovered
in this week’s Bible reading?

˙ Bible Reading: (4 min. or less) Heb 12:1-17 (11)

˙ Second Return Visit Video: (5 min.) Play and
discuss the video.

˙ Second Return Visit: (3 min. or less) Use the
sample conversation. (2)

˙ Bible Study: (5 min. or less) lvs 39-40 ˚19 (6)

˙ Song 115
˙ Enduring Despite . . . Our Own Imperfections:

(5 min.) Play the video. Then discuss the following
questions:
What struggle has Brother Cázares had since his
baptism?

In what ways has he been disciplined?

˙ Local Needs: (10 min.)

˙ Congregation Bible Study: (30 min.) jy chap. 85

˙ Review Followed by Preview of Next Week (3 min.)
˙ Song 74 and Prayer

HEBREWS 12-13 � Discipline—Evidence of Jehovah’s Love

12:5-7, 11

Discipline refers to chastisement, correction,
instruction, and education. Just as a loving father
disciplines his children, Jehovah disciplines us. We
receive discipline by means of . . .

˙ Bible reading, personal study, meeting
attendance, and meditation

˙ Counsel or correction from a fellow believer

˙ The consequences of our mistakes

˙ Judicial reproof or disfellowshipping

˙ Trials or persecution that Jehovah allows.
—w15 9/15 21 ˚13; it-1 629
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88 Make Me Know Your Ways
(Psalm 25:4)

We’re gath - ered to - geth - er, Je - ho - vah our God, Ac -
Un - reach - a - bly high is your wis - dom, O God; Your

cept - ing your warm in - vi - ta - tion. Your
judg - ments we find re - as - sur - ing. Your

Word is a lamp that lights up our path - way, The
Word is a source of un - end - ing won - der; Your

source of di - vine ed - u - ca - tion.
say - ings of truth are en - dur - ing.
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Make Me Know Your Ways

Chorus

(See also Ex. 33:13; Ps. 1:2; 119:27, 35, 73, 105.)

Teach me your ways, and make me un - der - stand; In -

cline my ear to hear your wise com - mand.

Cause me to walk in ways of truth and right, And

make your law my prin - ci - pal de - light.



HEBREWS 11:24–12:4 1612
beautifula and they did not
fear the order of the king.b
24 By faith Moses, when grown
up,c refused to be called the
son of Phar�aoh’s daughter,d
25 choosing to be mistreated
with the people of God rather
than to have the temporary en-
joyment of sin, 26 because he
considered the reproach of the
Christ to be riches greater than
the treasures of Egypt, for he
looked intently toward the pay-
ment of the reward. 27 By
faith he left Egypt,e but not
fearing the anger of the king, f
for he continued steadfast as
seeing the One who is invisi-
ble.g 28 By faith he observed
the Passover and the splashing
of the blood, so that the destroy-
er might not harm� their first-
born.h

29 By faith they passed
through the Red Sea as on dry
land, i but when the Egyptians
attempted it, they were swal-
lowed up. j

30 By faith the walls of Jer�-
i·cho fell down after the people
had marched around them for
seven days.k 31 By faith Ra�-
hab the prostitute did not perish
with those who acted disobedi-
ently, because she received the
spies in a peaceable way. l

32 And what more will I say?
For time will fail me if I go on
to relate about Gid�e·on,m Ba�-
rak,n Samson, o Jeph�thah,p Da-
vid,q as well as Samuelr and the
other prophets. 33 Through
faith they defeated kingdoms,s
brought about righteousness,
obtained promises, t stopped the
mouths of lions,u 34 quenched
the force of fire,v escaped the
edge of the sword,w from a weak
state were made powerful,x be-
came mighty in war,y rout-
ed invading armies.z 35 Women
received their dead by res-

11:28 �Lit., “touch.”

urrection,a but other men were
tortured because they would
not accept release by some
ransom, in order that they
might attain a better resurrec-
tion. 36 Yes, others received
their trial by mockings and
scourgings, indeed, more than
that, by chainsb and prisons.c
37 They were stoned,d they
were tried, they were sawn in
two,� they were slaughtered by
the sword,e they went about in
sheepskins, in goatskins,f while
they were in need, in tribu-
lation,g mistreated;h 38 and the
world was not worthy of them.
They wandered about in deserts
and mountains and caves i and
dens of the earth.

39 And yet all of these, al-
though they received a favorable
witness because of their faith,
did not obtain the fulfillment of
the promise, 40 because God
had foreseen something better
for us, j so that they might not be
made perfect apart from us.

12 So, then, because we have
such a great cloud of wit-

nesses surrounding us, let us
also throw off every weight and
the sin that easily entangles
us,k and let us run with endur-
ance the race that is set be-
fore us, l 2 as we look intently
at the Chief Agent and Perfecter
of our faith, Jesus.m For the joy
that was set before him he en-
dured a torture stake,� despising
shame, and has sat down at the
right hand of the throne of God.n
3 Indeed, consider closely the
one who has endured such hos-
tile speech from sinnerso against
their own interests, so that you
may not get tired and give up.�p

4 In your struggle against
that sin, you have never yet re-
sisted to the point of hav-

11:37 �Or “sawn apart.” 12:2 �See
Glossary. 12:3 �Or “give out in your
souls.”

CHAP. 11
a Ac 7:20
b Ex 1:16, 22
c Ex 2:11
d Ex 2:10
e Ex 12:51
f Ex 10:28
g 1Ti 1:17
h Ex 12:21-23
i Ex 14:22
j Ex 14:27, 28
k Jos 6:15, 20
l Jos 6:17
m Jg 6:11
n Jg 4:6
o Jg 13:24
p Jg 11:1
q 1Sa 16:13
r 1Sa 3:20
s Jg 7:12, 22
t 2Sa 7:8, 12
u Jg 14:5, 6

1Sa 17:34-36
Da 6:21, 22

v Da 3:23-25
w 2Ki 6:15, 16
x Jg 16:28

1Ki 18:46
y Jg 11:32
z Jg 4:16
��������������������

Second Col.
a 1Ki 17:22-24

2Ki 4:32, 34
b Jer 20:2
c Jer 37:15
d 2Ch 24:20, 21
e 1Ki 19:1
f 2Ki 1:8
g 1Ki 19:2
h 1Ki 22:24

Jer 38:6
i 1Ki 18:4

1Ki 19:9
j Heb 2:3

Heb 3:1
Heb 7:22

��������������������

CHAP. 12
k Heb 3:12
l 1Co 9:24, 26

Php 3:13, 14
m Joh 14:6

Ac 5:31
Heb 2:10

n Ps 110:1
Heb 10:12

o Mt 27:39
p Ga 6:9



1613 HEBREWS 12:5-25
ing your blood shed. 5 And you
have entirely forgotten the ex-
hortation that addresses you as
sons: “My son, do not belittle the
discipline from Jehovah,� nor
give up when you are corrected
by him; 6 for those whom Je-
hovah� loves he disciplines, in
fact, he scourges� everyone
whom he receives as a son.”a

7 You need to endure as part
of your discipline.� God is treat-
ing you as sons.b For what son
is not disciplined by his fa-
ther?c 8 But if you have not all
shared in receiving this disci-
pline, you are really illegitimate
children, and not sons. 9 Fur-
thermore, our human fathers�
used to discipline us, and we
gave them respect. Should we
not more readily submit our-
selves to the Father of our spir-
itual life and live?d 10 For they
disciplined us for a short time
according to what seemed good
to them, but he does so for
our benefit so that we may par-
take of his holiness.e 11 True,
no discipline seems for the pres-
ent to be joyous, but it is pain-
ful;� yet afterward, it yields the
peaceable fruit of righteousness
to those who have been trained
by it.

12 Therefore, strengthen the
hands that hang down and
the feeble knees, f 13 and keep
making straight paths for your
feet,g so that what is lame may
not be put out of joint but, rath-
er, may be healed. 14 Pursue
peace with all peopleh and the
sanctification�i without which no
man will see the Lord. 15 Care-
fully watch that no one fails to
obtain the undeserved kindness
of God, so that no poisonous
root springs up to cause trou-

12:5, 6 �See App. A5. 12:6 �Or “pun-
ishes.” 12:7 �Or “training.” 12:9
�Lit., “the fathers of our flesh.” 12:11
�Or “grievous.” 12:14 �Or “holiness.”

ble and many are defiled by it;a
16 and watch that among you
there is no one who is sexually
immoral� nor anyone who does
not appreciate sacred things,
like E�sau, who gave up his
rights as firstborn in exchange
for one meal.b 17 For you know
that afterward when he wanted
to inherit the blessing, he was
rejected; for although he ear-
nestly tried to bring about a
change of mind� with tears,c it
was to no avail.�

18 For you have not ap-
proached something that can be
feltd and that has been set
aflame with fire,e and a dark
cloud and thick darkness and a
storm, f 19 and the blast of a
trumpetg and the voice speaking
words,h which on hearing, the
people begged that nothing fur-
ther should be spoken to them. i
20 For they could not bear
the command: “If even a beast
touches the mountain, it must
be stoned.” j 21 Also, the dis-
play was so terrifying that Mo-
ses said: “I am afraid and
trembling.”k 22 But you have
approached a Mount Zion l and
a city of the living God, heav-
enly Jerusalem,m and myriads�
of angels 23 in general assem-
bly,n and the congregation of
the firstborn who have been en-
rolled in the heavens, and God
the Judge of all,o and the spiri-
tual livesp of righteous ones
who have been made perfect,q
24 and Jesus the mediatorr of
a new covenant, s and the sprin-
kled blood, which speaks in a
better way than Abel’s blood.t

25 See that you do not re-
fuse to listen to� the one who
is speaking. For if those who

12:16 �See Glossary, “Sexual im-
morality.” 12:17 �That is, of his fa-
ther’s mind. �Lit., “he found no place
for it.” 12:22 �Or “tens of thousands.”
12:25 �Or “do not make excuses to; do
not ignore.”

CHAP. 12
a Pr 3:11, 12

b 2Sa 7:14
Heb 2:10

c Pr 13:24

d Jas 4:10

e 1Pe 1:15, 16

f Isa 35:3

g Pr 4:26

h Ps 34:14
Ro 12:18
Ro 14:19

i Ro 6:19
1Th 4:3, 4
Heb 10:10

��������������������

Second Col.
a De 29:18

b Ge 25:32, 34

c Ge 27:34

d Ex 19:12

e Ex 19:18

f Ex 19:16

g Ex 19:19

h De 4:11, 12

i Ex 20:18, 19

j Ex 19:12, 13

k De 9:19

l Re 14:1

m Re 21:2

n Da 7:10

o Ge 18:25
Ps 94:2
Isa 33:22

p Heb 12:9

q Heb 10:14

r 1Ti 2:5
Heb 9:15

s Mt 26:27, 28

t Ge 4:8, 10



refused to listen to the one giv-
ing divine warning on earth did
not escape, how much more will
we not escape if we turn away
from him who speaks from the
heavens!a 26 At that time his
voice shook the earth,b but now
he has promised: “Yet once more
I will shake not only the earth
but also the heaven.”c 27 Now
the expression “yet once more”
indicates the removal of the
things that are shaken, things
that have been made, in order
that the things not shaken may
remain. 28 Therefore, seeing
that we are to receive a Kingdom
that cannot be shaken, let us
continue to receive undeserved
kindness, through which we may
acceptably offer God sacred ser-
vice with godly fear and awe.
29 For our God is a consuming
fire.d

13 Let your brotherly love
continue.e 2 Do not for-

get hospitality,�f for through it
some unknowingly entertained
angels.g 3 Keep in mind those
in prison,�h as though you were
imprisoned with them, i and
those being mistreated, since
you yourselves also are in the
body.� 4 Let marriage be hon-
orable among all, and let the
marriage bed be without defile-
ment, j for God will judge sexual-
ly immoral people� and adulter-
ers.k 5 Let your way of life be
free of the love of money,l while
you are content with the present
things.m For he has said: “I will
never leave you, and I will nev-
er abandon you.”n 6 So that we
may be of good courage and say:
“Jehovah� is my helper; I will not
be afraid. What can man do to
me?”o

13:2 �Or “kindness to strangers.” 13:3
�Lit., “the bound ones; those in bonds.”
�Or possibly, “as if you were suffering
with them.” 13:4 �See Glossary, “Sex-
ual immorality.” 13:6 �See App. A5.

7 Remember those who are
taking the lead among you,a who
have spoken the word of God
to you, and as you contemplate
how their conduct turns out, im-
itate their faith.b

8 Jesus Christ is the same
yesterday and today, and for-
ever.

9 Do not be led astray by var-
ious and strange teachings, for
it is better for the heart to
be strengthened by undeserved
kindness than by foods,� which
do not benefit those occupied
with them.c

10 We have an altar from
which those who offer sacred
service at the tent have no au-
thority to eat.d 11 For the bod-
ies of those animals whose blood
is taken into the holy place as
a sin offering by the high
priest are burned up outside
the camp.e 12 Therefore, Je-
sus also suffered outside the
city gate f in order to sanctify
the people with his own blood.g
13 Let us, then, go to him out-
side the camp, bearing the re-
proach he bore,h 14 for we
do not have here a city that
remains, but we are earnest-
ly seeking the one to come. i
15 Through him let us always
offer to God a sacrifice of
praise, j that is, the fruit of
our lipsk that make public dec-
laration to his name. l 16 More-
over, do not forget to do good
and to share what you have with
others,m for God is well-pleased
with such sacrifices.n

17 Be obedient to those who
are taking the lead among youo

and be submissive,p for they
are keeping watch over you� as
those who will render an ac-
count,q so that they may do this
with joy and not with sighing, for
this would be damaging to you.

13:9 �That is, rules about food. 13:17
�Or “your souls.”

CHAP. 12
a Heb 1:2

Heb 2:2-4
b Ex 19:18
c Hag 2:6
d De 4:24
��������������������

CHAP. 13
e 1Th 4:9

1Pe 1:22
f Ro 12:13

1Ti 3:2
g Ge 18:2, 3

Ge 19:1-3
h Col 4:18
i Ro 12:15
j Pr 5:16, 20

Mt 5:28
k Pr 6:32

1Co 6:9, 10
1Co 6:18
Ga 5:19, 21

l 1Ti 6:10
m Pr 30:8, 9

1Ti 6:8
n De 31:6, 8
o Ps 118:6

Da 3:17
Lu 12:4

��������������������

Second Col.
a 1Ti 5:17

Heb 13:17
b 1Co 11:1

2Th 3:7
c Ro 14:17

1Co 8:8
Col 2:16

d 1Co 9:13
1Co 10:18

e Le 16:27
f Joh 19:17
g Heb 9:13, 14
h Ro 15:3

2Co 12:10
1Pe 4:14

i Heb 11:10
Heb 12:22

j Le 7:12
Ps 50:14, 23

k Ps 69:30, 31
Ho 14:2

l Ro 10:9
m Ro 12:13
n Php 4:18
o 1Th 5:12
p Eph 5:21

1Pe 5:5
q Ac 20:28

HEBREWS 12:26–13:17 1614



1 James,a a slave of God and
of the Lord Jesus Christ, to

the 12 tribes that are scattered
about:

Greetings!

2 Consider it all joy, my
brothers, when you meet with
various trials,a 3 knowing as
you do that this tested quality of
your faith produces endurance.b

THE LETTER OF

JAMES
O UT L I N E O F C O N T E N T S

1 Greetings (1)
Endurance brings happiness (2-15)

Tested quality of faith (3)
Keep asking in faith (5-8)
Desire leads to sin and death (14, 15)

Every good gift is from above (16-18)
Hearing and doing the word (19-25)

A man looking in a mirror (23, 24)
Clean and undefiled worship (26, 27)

2 Favoritism, a sin (1-13)
Love, the kingly law (8)

Faith without works is dead (14-26)
Demons believe and shudder (19)
Abraham called Jehovah’s friend (23)

3 Taming the tongue (1-12)
Not many should become teachers (1)

The wisdom from above (13-18)

4 Do not be a friend of the world (1-12)
Oppose the Devil (7)
Draw close to God (8)

Warning against pride (13-17)
“If Jehovah wills” (15)

5 Warning to the rich (1-6)
God blesses patient endurance (7-11)
Let your “yes” mean yes (12)
Prayer of faith effective (13-18)
Helping a sinner to return (19, 20)

CHAP. 1
a Mt 13:55
��������������������

Second Col.
a Mt 5:11, 12
b 1Pe 1:6, 7

18 Keep praying for us, for
we trust we have an honest� con-
science, as we wish to conduct
ourselves honestly in all things.a
19 But I especially urge you to
pray so that I may be restored to
you the sooner.

20 Now may the God of
peace, who brought up from
the dead the great shepherdb of
the sheep, our Lord Jesus, with
the blood of an everlasting cov-
enant, 21 equip you with every
good thing to do his will, work-
ing in us through Jesus Christ
what is well-pleasing in his sight,

13:18 �Lit., “good.”

to whom be the glory forever
and ever. Amen.

22 Now I urge you, brothers,
to listen patiently to this word of
encouragement, for I have writ-
ten you a short letter. 23 I want
you to know that our brother
Timothy has been released. If he
comes soon, I will be with him
when I see you.

24 Give my greetings to all
those who are taking the lead
among you and to all the holy
ones. Those in Italya send you
their greetings.

25 The undeserved kindness
be with all of you.

CHAP. 13
a 2Co 1:12

b 1Pe 5:4
��������������������

Second Col.
a Ac 27:1

1615 HEBREWS 13:18–JAMES 1:3



SEPTEMBER 23 - 29 � HEBREWS 12 - 13

˙ Song 88 and Prayer
˙ Opening Comments (3 min. or less)

TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD

APPLY YOURSELF TO THE FIELD MINISTRY

LIVING AS CHRISTIANS

˙ “Discipline—Evidence of Jehovah’s Love”:
(10 min.)
Heb 12:5—Do not give up when disciplined
(w12 3/15 29 ˚18)
Heb 12:6, 7—Jehovah disciplines those whom
he loves (w12 7/1 21 ˚3)
Heb 12:11—Although sometimes painful,
discipline trains us (w18.03 32 ˚18)

˙ Digging for Spiritual Gems: (8 min.)
Heb 12:1—How does the example of “a great
cloud of witnesses” encourage us? (w11 9/15
17-18 ˚11)

Heb 13:9—What does this verse mean?
(w89 12/15 22 ˚10)

What has this week’s Bible reading taught you
about Jehovah?

What other spiritual gems have you discovered
in this week’s Bible reading?

˙ Bible Reading: (4 min. or less) Heb 12:1-17 (11)

˙ Second Return Visit Video: (5 min.) Play and
discuss the video.

˙ Second Return Visit: (3 min. or less) Use the
sample conversation. (2)

˙ Bible Study: (5 min. or less) lvs 39-40 ˚19 (6)

˙ Song 115
˙ Enduring Despite . . . Our Own Imperfections:

(5 min.) Play the video. Then discuss the following
questions:
What struggle has Brother Cázares had since his
baptism?

In what ways has he been disciplined?

˙ Local Needs: (10 min.)

˙ Congregation Bible Study: (30 min.) jy chap. 85

˙ Review Followed by Preview of Next Week (3 min.)
˙ Song 74 and Prayer

HEBREWS 12-13 � Discipline—Evidence of Jehovah’s Love

12:5-7, 11

Discipline refers to chastisement, correction,
instruction, and education. Just as a loving father
disciplines his children, Jehovah disciplines us. We
receive discipline by means of . . .

˙ Bible reading, personal study, meeting
attendance, and meditation

˙ Counsel or correction from a fellow believer

˙ The consequences of our mistakes

˙ Judicial reproof or disfellowshipping

˙ Trials or persecution that Jehovah allows.
—w15 9/15 21 ˚13; it-1 629



September 23-29 / Hebrews 12-13 

Treasures From God’s Word 

“Discipline—Evidence of Jehovah’s Love”: (10 minutes) 

w15 9/15 21 paragraph 13 

“Those whom Jehovah loves he disciplines, in fact, he scourges everyone whom he receives as a son,” 

wrote Paul. (Hebrews 12:6) Discipline, however, is not limited to punishment. It takes various forms. 

There are many examples in the Bible of faithful servants undergoing extreme trials that may have 

involved discipline and that trained them. Think of Joseph, Moses, and David. Accounts of their lives 

are among the most detailed and vivid of all Bible characters. Reading about how Jehovah was with 

them throughout their trials and how they came to be used mightily by Jehovah makes us feel all the 

more Jehovah’s care and love for his servants.—Read Proverbs 3:11, 12. 

it-1 629 

What Jehovah may permit to come upon his servants in the form of persecution can serve as 

discipline, or training, producing the desirable fruit of righteousness, to be enjoyed in peace after the 

trial is over. (Hebrews 12:4-11) Even the Son of God was equipped to be a compassionate and 

sympathetic high priest by reason of the suffering that his Father allowed him to undergo.—Hebrews 

4:15. 

  

Hebrews 12:5—Do not give up when disciplined 

Hebrews 12:5: And you have entirely forgotten the exhortation that addresses you as sons: “My son, 

do not belittle the discipline from Jehovah, nor give up when you are corrected by him; 

w12 3/15 29 paragraph 18 

Painful counsel. What if we are tempted to look back resentfully at some counsel that we received? 

This can be not only painful but also debilitating—causing us to “give out.” (Hebrews 12:5) Whether 

we “belittle” the counsel because we reject it or we “give out” because we accept it and then give up, 

the result is the same—we do not truly allow the counsel to benefit and refine us. How much better to 

heed Solomon’s words: “Take hold on discipline; do not let go. Safeguard it, for it itself is your life.” 

(Proverbs 4:13) Like a driver who obeys road signs, let us accept the counsel, apply it, and move 

forward.—Proverbs 4:26, 27; read Hebrews 12:12, 13. 



Hebrews 12:6, 7—Jehovah disciplines those whom he loves 

Hebrews 12:6, 7: for those whom Jehovah loves he disciplines, in fact, he scourges everyone whom 

he receives as a son.” You need to endure as part of your discipline. God is treating you as sons. For 

what son is not disciplined by his father? 

w12 7/1 21 paragraph 3 

A loving father disciplines his children, for he cares about the kind of people they will become. 

(Ephesians 6:4) Such a father may be firm, but he is never harsh in correcting his children. Similarly, 

our heavenly Father may at times find it necessary to discipline us. But God’s discipline is always given 

in love and is never abusive. Like his Father, Jesus was never harsh, not even when his disciples were 

slow to respond to needed correction.—Matthew 20:20-28; Luke 22:24-30. 

  

Hebrews 12:11—Although sometimes painful, discipline trains us 

Hebrews 12:11: True, no discipline seems for the present to be joyous, but it is painful; yet afterward, 

it yields the peaceable fruit of righteousness to those who have been trained by it. 

w18.03 32 paragraph 18 

While discipline may be painful, there is something that is even more painful—the harm that may 

result from rejecting discipline. (Hebrews 12:11) Consider two examples—Cain and King Zedekiah. 

When Cain developed a murderous hatred toward Abel, God admonished Cain: “Why are you so 

angry and dejected? If you turn to doing good, will you not be restored to favor? But if you do not 

turn to doing good, sin is crouching at the door, and its craving is to dominate you; but will you get 

the mastery over it?” (Genesis 4:6, 7) Cain did not listen. Then sin overwhelmed him. What needless 

pain and suffering Cain brought on himself! (Genesis 4:11, 12) The pain of Jehovah’s reprimand would 

have been mild by comparison. 

Digging for Spiritual Gems 

Hebrews 12:1—How does the example of “a great cloud of witnesses” encourage us? 

Hebrews 12:1: So, then, because we have such a great cloud of witnesses surrounding us, let us also 

throw off every weight and the sin that easily entangles us, and let us run with endurance the race 

that is set before us, 

 



w11 9/15 17-18 paragraph 11 

The ‘great cloud of witnesses' were no mere spectators or bystanders, as it were, who were there only 

to watch the race or to see their favorite athlete or team win. Rather, they were participants, like 

runners in a race. And they had successfully run the race and finished it. Though now deceased, they 

could be thought of as seasoned runners who could encourage newer runners in the race. Imagine 

how a contestant would feel if he knew that surrounding, or watching, him were some of the most 

accomplished runners. Would he not be moved to do his best or even to outdo himself? Those 

witnesses of old could testify that such a figurative race, no matter how strenuous, can be won. Thus, 

by keeping closely in mind the example of the “cloud of witnesses,” the first-century Hebrew 

Christians could draw courage and ‘run the race with endurance’—as can we today. 

  

Hebrews 13:9—What does this verse mean? 

Hebrews 13:9: Do not be led astray by various and strange teachings, for it is better for the heart to 

be strengthened by undeserved kindness than by foods, which do not benefit those occupied with 

them. 

w89 12/15 22 paragraph 10 

The Hebrews therefore needed to avoid being “carried away with various and strange teachings” of 

Judaizers. (Galatians 5:1-6) Not by such teachings but ‘by God’s undeserved kindness can the heart be 

given firmness' so as to remain steadfast in the truth. Some apparently argued about foods and 

sacrifices, for Paul said that the heart was not made firm “by eatables, by which those who occupy 

themselves with them have not been benefited.” Spiritual benefits result from godly devotion and 

appreciation for the ransom, not from undue concern about eating certain foods and observing 

particular days. (Romans 14:5-9) Moreover, Christ’s sacrifice made Levitical sacrifices ineffective.—

Hebrews 9:9-14; 10:5-10. 

  

What has this week’s Bible reading taught you about Jehovah? 

What other spiritual gems have you discovered in this week’s Bible reading? 

Bible Reading: (4 minutes or less) Hebrews 12:1-17 (th study 11) 

 



SEPTEMBER 23 - 29 � HEBREWS 12 - 13

˙ Song 88 and Prayer
˙ Opening Comments (3 min. or less)

TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD

APPLY YOURSELF TO THE FIELD MINISTRY

LIVING AS CHRISTIANS

˙ “Discipline—Evidence of Jehovah’s Love”:
(10 min.)
Heb 12:5—Do not give up when disciplined
(w12 3/15 29 ˚18)
Heb 12:6, 7—Jehovah disciplines those whom
he loves (w12 7/1 21 ˚3)
Heb 12:11—Although sometimes painful,
discipline trains us (w18.03 32 ˚18)

˙ Digging for Spiritual Gems: (8 min.)
Heb 12:1—How does the example of “a great
cloud of witnesses” encourage us? (w11 9/15
17-18 ˚11)

Heb 13:9—What does this verse mean?
(w89 12/15 22 ˚10)

What has this week’s Bible reading taught you
about Jehovah?

What other spiritual gems have you discovered
in this week’s Bible reading?

˙ Bible Reading: (4 min. or less) Heb 12:1-17 (11)

˙ Second Return Visit Video: (5 min.) Play and
discuss the video.

˙ Second Return Visit: (3 min. or less) Use the
sample conversation. (2)

˙ Bible Study: (5 min. or less) lvs 39-40 ˚19 (6)

˙ Song 115
˙ Enduring Despite . . . Our Own Imperfections:

(5 min.) Play the video. Then discuss the following
questions:
What struggle has Brother Cázares had since his
baptism?

In what ways has he been disciplined?

˙ Local Needs: (10 min.)

˙ Congregation Bible Study: (30 min.) jy chap. 85

˙ Review Followed by Preview of Next Week (3 min.)
˙ Song 74 and Prayer

HEBREWS 12-13 � Discipline—Evidence of Jehovah’s Love

12:5-7, 11

Discipline refers to chastisement, correction,
instruction, and education. Just as a loving father
disciplines his children, Jehovah disciplines us. We
receive discipline by means of . . .

˙ Bible reading, personal study, meeting
attendance, and meditation

˙ Counsel or correction from a fellow believer

˙ The consequences of our mistakes

˙ Judicial reproof or disfellowshipping

˙ Trials or persecution that Jehovah allows.
—w15 9/15 21 ˚13; it-1 629

https://tv.jw.org/#en/mediaitems/VODSampleConversations/pub-mwbv_201909_3_VIDEO
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Our Christian Life and Ministry
MEETING WORKBOOK

Sample Conversations

INITIAL CALL

Question: How does God
feel about those who
sincerely seek him?

Scripture: 1Pe 5:6, 7

Link: To what extent does
God pay attention to us as
individuals?

FIRST RETURN VISIT

Question: To what extent
does God pay attention to
us as individuals?

Scripture: Mt 10:29-31

Link: How do we know that
God understands us?

SECOND RETURN VISIT

Question: How do we know
that God understands us?

Scripture: Ps 139:1, 2, 4

Link: How can God’s care
benefit us?
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get along with them. Jehovah does not expect any
human to be perfect, and neither should we. (Prov-
erbs 17:9; 1 Peter 4:8) We all make mistakes, but love
will help us to keep “forgiving one another free-
ly.” (Colossians 3:13) Love will stop us from turn-
ing a small misunderstanding into a huge problem.
True, when someone has upset us, it can be difficult
to stop thinking about it. It is easy to become an-
gry and hold a grudge against that person. But this
will only make us unhappy and bitter. On the other
hand, when we forgive someone who offended us,
we can have peace of mind, unity in the congrega-
tion and, most important, a good relationship with
Jehovah.—Matthew 6:14, 15; Luke 17:3, 4; Romans
14:19.

WHEN SOMEONE
IS DISFELLOWSHIPPED

19 In a loving family, each member does his part
to make the others happy. But imagine that one
person rebels. Everybody in the family tries again
and again to help him, but he rejects the help.
He may decide to leave home, or the head of the
family may have to ask him to leave. Something
similar can happen in the congregation. A person
may choose to keep doing things that displease Je-
hovah and harm the congregation. He rejects help
and shows by his actions that he no longer wants

19. When do we need to stop associating with someone in the con-
gregation?

CHOOSE FRIENDS WHO LOVE GOD 39



to be part of the congregation. He may choose to
leave the congregation himself, or he may have
to be disfellowshipped. If this happens, the Bible
clearly says that we should “stop keeping company”
with him. (Read 1 Corinthians 5:11-13; 2 John 9-
11) This can be very difficult if he is a friend of ours
or a member of our family. But in a situation like
this, our loyalty to Jehovah must be stronger than
our loyalty to anyone else.—See Endnote 8.

20 The disfellowshipping arrangement is a loving
provision from Jehovah. It keeps the congregation
safe from those who do not care about Jehovah’s
standards. (1 Corinthians 5:7; Hebrews 12:15, 16) It
helps us to show love for Jehovah’s holy name, for
his high standards, and for Jehovah himself. (1 Pe-
ter 1:15, 16) And the disfellowshipping arrange-
ment shows love for the person who is no longer
a member of the congregation. This strong disci-
pline may help him to realize that what he is doing
is wrong and motivate him to change. Many who
were once disfellowshipped later returned to Jeho-
vah and were warmly welcomed back into the con-
gregation.—Hebrews 12:11.

21 In one way or another, our friends affect us.
So it is important that we choose them carefully. If
we love those whom Jehovah loves, we will be sur-
rounded by people who can help us to stay faithful
to him forever.

20, 21. (a) How does the disfellowshipping arrangement show
love? (b) Why is it important that we choose our friends wisely?

40 HOW TO REMAIN IN GOD’S LOVE
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115 Gratitude for Divine Patience
(2 Peter 3:15)

Great God, Je - ho - vah, bound - less in might,
One thou - sand years, from your point of view,

You have made known your love of right.
Are like a day when they are through.

Bad - ness pre - vails on earth be - low,
Time now pro - ceeds to your great day;

Caus - ing us pain, as you well know.
It will ar - rive with - out de - lay.
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Gratitude for Divine Patience

Chorus

(See also Neh. 9:30; Luke 15:7; 2 Pet. 3:8, 9.)

You are not slow, as men may con - tend;
Though all trans - gres - sion you do re - sent,

Your time is near for pa - tience to end.
Your heart is glad when sin - ners re - pent.

We look a - head with hope re - newed,

Prais - ing your name in deep grat - i - tude.



SEPTEMBER 23 - 29 � HEBREWS 12 - 13

˙ Song 88 and Prayer
˙ Opening Comments (3 min. or less)

TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD

APPLY YOURSELF TO THE FIELD MINISTRY

LIVING AS CHRISTIANS

˙ “Discipline—Evidence of Jehovah’s Love”:
(10 min.)
Heb 12:5—Do not give up when disciplined
(w12 3/15 29 ˚18)
Heb 12:6, 7—Jehovah disciplines those whom
he loves (w12 7/1 21 ˚3)
Heb 12:11—Although sometimes painful,
discipline trains us (w18.03 32 ˚18)

˙ Digging for Spiritual Gems: (8 min.)
Heb 12:1—How does the example of “a great
cloud of witnesses” encourage us? (w11 9/15
17-18 ˚11)

Heb 13:9—What does this verse mean?
(w89 12/15 22 ˚10)

What has this week’s Bible reading taught you
about Jehovah?

What other spiritual gems have you discovered
in this week’s Bible reading?

˙ Bible Reading: (4 min. or less) Heb 12:1-17 (11)

˙ Second Return Visit Video: (5 min.) Play and
discuss the video.

˙ Second Return Visit: (3 min. or less) Use the
sample conversation. (2)

˙ Bible Study: (5 min. or less) lvs 39-40 ˚19 (6)

˙ Song 115
˙ Enduring Despite . . . Our Own Imperfections:

(5 min.) Play the video. Then discuss the following
questions:
What struggle has Brother Cázares had since his
baptism?

In what ways has he been disciplined?

˙ Local Needs: (10 min.)

˙ Congregation Bible Study: (30 min.) jy chap. 85

˙ Review Followed by Preview of Next Week (3 min.)
˙ Song 74 and Prayer

HEBREWS 12-13 � Discipline—Evidence of Jehovah’s Love

12:5-7, 11

Discipline refers to chastisement, correction,
instruction, and education. Just as a loving father
disciplines his children, Jehovah disciplines us. We
receive discipline by means of . . .

˙ Bible reading, personal study, meeting
attendance, and meditation

˙ Counsel or correction from a fellow believer

˙ The consequences of our mistakes

˙ Judicial reproof or disfellowshipping

˙ Trials or persecution that Jehovah allows.
—w15 9/15 21 ˚13; it-1 629

https://tv.jw.org/#en/mediaitems/pub-jwbcov_201705_3_VIDEO


Enduring Despite . . . Our Own Imperfections, Prolonged Illness, and Persecution 

(José María Sánches Cázares) 

I learned the truth as a child and since then have always had to struggle to conduct myself in a way 

that pleases Jehovah. I don’t find it easy to control my temper or to keep calm.  

When I first arrived in this country, a brother treated me in an unkind manner and was not very 

hospitable. Because of this, I started feeling resentment toward him, so much so that when he called 

me on the phone, I spoke to him very rudely.  

My wife had to help me, reminding me that both the brother and I are imperfect and that the feelings I 

had toward him were not healthy. During that time, I felt awful and really bad about my relationship 

with Jehovah. Discipline is never a cause for joy, and especially when I receive a letter from the 

branch correcting and counseling me for something I have not been doing right. It certainly makes me 

feel uncomfortable. But I try to reflect on the fact that acting in accord with Jehovah’s wisdom will 

bring me blessings.  

Prayer to Jehovah, Bible principles, and trusting that Jehovah will give me the needed direction has 

really helped me. As the Psalms mention, Jehovah is aware “that we are dust.” It’s as if he were 

saying to me: “Son, you make so many mistakes, “but I love you anyway. “I can use you in my 

service, and I know that you will succeed.” And, of course, it’s possible because Jehovah has always 

helped his servants—all of them, from Abel down to our day. All of us who are serving him are 

imperfect people.  

 



At various times during his ministry, Jesus has
emphasized the importance of humility. (Luke
14:8-11) He is eager to find men and women
who desire to serve God humbly. Up till now,
some of them may still be notorious sinners.

The Pharisees and scribes notice that such
individuals—people whom they consider unwor-
thy—are drawn to Jesus
and his message. They
complain: “This man wel-
comes sinners and eats
with them.” (Luke 15:2)
The Pharisees and scribes
feel superior and treat the
common people like dirt
under their feet. Reflect-
ing the contempt they
have for such ones, the
leaders use the Hebrew
expression �am ha·’a�rets, “people of the land
[earth]” to refer to them.

In contrast, Jesus treats all with dignity, kind-
ness, and compassion. Many of the lowly ones,
including some who are known to be practic-
ing sin, are thus eager to listen to Jesus. How,
though, does Jesus feel about and respond to
the criticism that he is receiving for helping
such lowly ones?

The answer becomes clear as he presents
a touching illustration, similar to one he earli-
er gave in Capernaum. (Matthew 18:12-14) Je-
sus presents things as if the Pharisees are righ-
teous and safe in the fold of God. In contrast,
the lowly people are presented as ones who
have gone astray and who are in a lost state. Je-
sus says:

“What man among you with 100 sheep, on
losing one of them, will not leave the 99 behind

in the wilderness and go after the lost one un-
til he finds it? And when he has found it, he puts
it on his shoulders and rejoices. And when he
gets home, he calls his friends and his neigh-
bors together, saying to them, ‘Rejoice with me,
for I have found my sheep that was lost.’ ”—Luke
15:4-6.

What application does Jesus make? He ex-
plains: “I tell you that in the same way, there will
be more joy in heaven over one sinner who re-
pents than over 99 righteous ones who have no
need of repentance.”—Luke 15:7.

Jesus’ mention of repentance must strike the
Pharisees. They consider themselves to be righ-
teous and feel they have no need of repentance.
When some of them criticized Jesus a couple of
years earlier because he was eating with tax
collectors and sinners, he replied: “I came to
call, not righteous people, but sinners.” (Mark
2:15-17) The self-righteous Pharisees fail to see

REJOICING OVER THE SINNER WHO REPENTS
LUKE 15:1-10

198



their need to repent, and thus they bring no joy
in heaven. It is just the opposite when sinners
truly repent.

Reinforcing his point that the restoration
of lost sinners is a cause for great rejoicing
in heaven, Jesus presents another illustration,
one set in a family home: “What woman who
has ten drachma coins, if she loses one of the
drachmas, does not light a lamp and sweep her
house and search carefully until she finds it?
And when she has found it, she calls her friends
and neighbors together, saying, ‘Rejoice with
me, for I have found the drachma coin that I had
lost.’ ”—Luke 15:8, 9.

The application Jesus makes is similar to the
one he made after giving the illustration of the
lost sheep. He now says: “In the same way, I tell
you, joy arises among the angels of God over
one sinner who repents.”—Luke 15:10.

Imagine, God’s angels show deep interest in
the restoration of lost sinners! That is particu-
larly significant because the sinners who repent
and gain a place in God’s heavenly Kingdom will
have a position higher than that of the angels
themselves! (1 Corinthians 6:2, 3) Yet the an-
gels do not feel jealous. How, then, should we
feel when a sinner turns to God in full repen-
tance?

˙ ILLUSTRATIONS OF LOST SHEEP AND LOST COIN
˙ ANGELS IN HEAVEN REJOICE

� Why does Jesus associate with known sinners?
� How do the Pharisees view the common people and Jesus’ having dealings with such ones?
� What lesson does Jesus teach with two illustrations?

85
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74 Join in the Kingdom Song!
(Psalm 98:1)

Chorus

This is a song, a hap - py song of vic - t’ry;
With this new song, we ad - ver - tise the King - dom.
This King - dom song, all hum - ble ones can mas - ter.

It mag - ni - fies the One who is su - preme.
Christ Je - sus rules; the earth is his do - main.
The words are clear, their mes - sage warm and bright.

The words give hope and prompt all to be loy - al.
And as fore - told, there is a new - born na - tion:
In all the earth, a mul - ti - tude have learned it,

Come sing with us; en - joy its King - dom theme:
The King - dom heirs, who wel - come Je - sus’ reign:
And they in turn still oth - ers now in - vite:

‘Come
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Join in the Kingdom Song!

(See also Ps. 95:6; 1 Pet. 2:9, 10; Rev. 12:10.)

wor - ship God Be - fore his throne.

His Son is King; Let’s make it known!

Come learn this song, this song a - bout the King - dom;

Bow down to God, and praise his ho - ly name.’
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82 “LetYour Light Shine”
(Matthew 5:16)

(See also Ps. 119:130; Matt. 5:14, 15, 45; Col. 4:6.)

Je - sus has com - mand - ed That we shine our light,
Let God’s King - dom mes - sage Speak to ev - ’ry heart;
Light from acts of kind - ness Bright - ens up this world,

Like the sun, im - par - tial, Com - fort - ing and bright.
Let it shine be - fore us As we play our part.
To our words adds beau - ty Like a price - less pearl.

Through the Ho - ly Scrip - tures, Thoughts of peace are heard.
Light from Scrip - ture guides us As we bring good news.
May our light keep shin - ing As we do what’s right,

May we now re - flect his light As we teach God’s Word.
Shar - ing truth with ev - ’ry - one; Truth is theirs to choose.
Then our works will al - ways be Pleas - ing in God’s sight.
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FOR thousands of years, the majority of people in the
world seemed to have some form of religious belief. But
in recent decades a remarkable change has taken place.
More and more people do not view themselves as reli-
gious. In fact, in some countries the majority of the popu-
lation describe themselves as not being religious.�—Matt.
24:12.

2 Why do a growing number of people consider them-
selves to be nonreligious?� Some may be distracted by
pleasures or anxieties. (Luke 8:14) Some have become
atheists. Others believe in God but think that religion is
old-fashioned, irrelevant, and incompatible with science
and logical thinking. They may hear friends, teachers, or
media personalities say that life evolved, but they rarely
hear logical reasons for believing in God. Others are re-
pelled by clergy who are greedy for money and power. In
some places, governments officially limit religious activ-
ity.

3 Jesus expects us to “make disciples of people of all the
nations.” (Matt. 28:19) How can we help nonreligious

� According to surveys, some of those lands are: Albania, Australia, Austria,
Azerbaijan, Canada, China, Czech Republic, Denmark, France, Germany, Hong
Kong, Ireland, Israel, Japan, the Netherlands, Norway, South Korea, Spain,
Sweden, Switzerland, the United Kingdom, and Vietnam.
� EXPRESSION EXPLAINED: In this article, the term nonreligious refers to peo-
ple who either do not belong to an organized religion or do not believe in God.

1. What change has occurred in some areas in recent decades?
2. What might explain why so many people are not religious?
3. What is the purpose of this article?

STUDY
ARTICLE 30

Reaching the Hearts
of Nonreligious People
“I have become all things to people of all sorts, so that
I might by all possible means save some.”—1 COR. 9:22.

SONG 82
“Let Your Light Shine”

PREVIEW

We may meet non-
religious people more
often now than ever
before. This article dis-
cusses how we might
share Bible truth with
them and how we can
help them to cultivate
trust in the Bible and
faith in Jehovah God.



people to learn to love God and become
disciples of Christ? We must recognize
that a person’s reaction to our message
may depend on where he was raised. For
example, people with a European back-
ground may not respond the same way as
may those who come from Asia. Why? In
Europe, many know something about the
Bible and are familiar with the idea that
God created all things. But in Asia, the
majority of people know little or nothing
about the Bible, and they may not believe
in a Creator.The purpose of this article is
to help us reach the hearts of all those
we meet in the ministry, no matter what
their background may be.

MAINTAIN A POSITIVE ATTITUDE
4 Be Positive. Every year, there are non-

religious people who become Jehovah’s
Witnesses. Many already had high moral
standards and felt disgusted by religious
hypocrisy. Others had low moral stan-
dards and many had bad habits that they
needed to abandon.With Jehovah’s help,
we can be sure that wewill find thosewho
are “rightly disposed for everlasting life.”
—Acts 13:48; 1 Tim. 2:3, 4.

5 Be Kind and Tactful. Often, people re-
spond well to our message, not because
of what we say, but because of the way
we say it. They appreciate it when we are
kind, tactful, and genuinely interested in
them. We do not force them to hear our
point of view. Instead, we try to discern
the reasons for their view of religion.
For example, we learn that some do not
like talking about religion with a strang-

4. Why can we keep a positive attitude?
5. What often makes people respond well to our
message?

er. Others feel that it is bad manners to
ask a person what he thinks about God.
Still others feel embarrassed to be seen
reading the Bible, especially with one of
Jehovah’s Witnesses. Whatever the case,
we try to be sensitive to their feelings.
—2 Tim. 2:24, ftn.

6 What can we do if someone seems
uncomfortable when we use such words
as “Bible,” “creation,” “God,” or “reli-
gion”? We can imitate the apostle Paul
and adapt our approach to them. When
speaking with Jews, Paul reasoned from
the Scriptures. However, when he spoke
with Greek philosophers at the Areopa-
gus, he made no direct reference to the
Bible. (Acts 17:2, 3, 22-31) How can we
follow Paul’s example? If you meet a per-
son who does not accept the Bible, it
may be best not to make direct refer-
ences to it when reasoning with him. If
you sense that a person might be un-
comfortable being seen reading the Bi-
ble with you, try showing him scriptures
in a less obvious way, such as on an elec-
tronic device.

7 BeUnderstanding and Listen.We must
try to understand the factors that
have influenced the people we meet.
(Prov. 20:5) Consider again Paul’s exam-
ple. He grew up among Jews. He sure-
ly had to adapt his preaching to Gen-
tiles, people who knew little or nothing
about Jehovah and the Scriptures. We
might have to do some research or con-
sult experienced ones in the congrega-
tion so that we can empathize with and

6. How did the apostle Paul show that he was
adaptable, and how can we imitate him?
7. To be like Paul, as described at 1 Corinthians 9:
20-23, what might we have to do?

JULY 2019 21



22 THE WATCHTOWER

understand the people in our territory.
—Read 1 Corinthians 9:20-23.

8 Our goal is to find “deserving” ones.
(Matt. 10:11) To be effective, we must in-
vite people to express their opinions and
then listen attentively. A brother in En-
gland asks people for their opinion about
how to have a happy marriage, how to
raise children, or how to cope with injus-
tice. After listening to their comments,
he says, “What do you think of this ad-
vice written nearly 2,000 years ago?”
Then, without saying the word “Bible,”
he shows them well-chosen scriptures on
his phone.

REACH THE HEARTS OF PEOPLE
9 We can reach the hearts of people who

usually avoid talking about God by dis-
cussing something that is already close to
them. For example, many marvel at na-
ture. So we might say something like the
following: “You probably know that many
inventions came about when scientists

8. What is one way to start a conversation about
the Bible?
9. How might we help people who usually avoid
talking about God?

copied things that already existed in na-
ture. For instance, microphone designers
study ears, and camera designers study
eyes. What comes to your mind when you
think of nature? Do you think that it is
a marvelous force, a person, or some-
thing else?”After listening attentively, we
could add: “When engineers learn from
the design of ears and eyes, we might
wonder whom they are learning from. I
was intrigued by something an ancient
poet wrote: ‘The One who made the ear,
can he not hear? The Onewho formed the
eye, can he not see? . . . He is the One
who imparts knowledge to people!’ Some
scientists have come to a similar conclu-
sion.” (Ps. 94:9, 10) We could then show a
video from jw.org˙ under “Interviews and
Experiences” in the series “Viewpoints on
the Origin of Life.” (Look under PUBLI-
CATIONS ˛ VIDEOS.) Or we could give
them either the brochure Was Life Creat-
ed? or the brochureThe Origin of Life—Five
Questions Worth Asking.

10 Most people long for a better fu-
ture. However, many fear that the earth

10. How might we start a conversation with some-
one who is not inclined to talk about God?

Adapt your approach when witnessing
to those who are skeptical about the Bible
(See paragraphs 5-6)
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will be destroyed or be made uninhabit-
able. A traveling overseer in Norway says
that people who are not inclined to talk
about God are often willing to talk about
world conditions. After greeting people,
he says: “What do you think about our
prospects for a better future? Does our
best hope lie with politicians, scientists,
or someone else?”After listening careful-
ly, he reads or quotes a scripture that
points to a bright future. Some are in-
trigued by the Bible’s promise that the
earth will last forever and that good peo-
ple will live on it eternally.—Ps. 37:29;
Eccl. 1:4.

11 We do well to use a variety of ap-
proaches with those we meet. Why? Be-
cause each person is unique. What at-
tracts one may repel another. Some
do not mind discussing God or the Bi-
ble, while others respond better to a
more indirect approach. In either case,
we should take the opportunity to speak
to all sorts of people. (Read Romans 1:
14-16.) Of course, we keep in mind that
Jehovah is the one who makes the truth
grow in the hearts of those who are righ-
teously inclined.—1 Cor. 3:6, 7.

SHARING THE TRUTH
WITH PEOPLE FROM ASIA

12 Worldwide, many publishers are
meeting people from nations in Asia,
including some who come from places
where governments have put limits on re-
ligious activity. In a number of Asian

11. Why should we try a variety of approaches, and
how can we imitate Paul’s example, as described
at Romans 1:14-16?
12. What can we do to reach people from Asian
lands who have not thought about the idea of a
Creator?

countries, many have never given seri-
ous consideration to the idea of a Cre-
ator. Some are curious and accept a di-
rect offer of a Bible study, but others
initially hesitate to explore new ideas.
What can we do to reach them? Some
experienced publishers have success by
starting a casual conversation, showing
personal interest, and then when appro-
priate relating how their life improved
when they started applying a specific Bi-
ble principle.

13 Many people are first attracted to
the practical wisdom found in the Bible.
(Eccl. 7:12) In NewYork, a sister who vis-
its Mandarin-speaking people says: “I try
to take an interest in people and listen to
them. If I learn that they are new immi-
grants, I might ask: ‘How are you settling
in? Have you found work? Are the local
people treating you well?’” Sometimes
this opens the way to introduce a Bible
teaching. When appropriate, the sister
may add: “What would you say is the key
to getting along with people? May I show
you a proverb from the Bible? It says:
‘Beginning a fight is like opening a flood-
gate; before the quarrel breaks out, take
your leave.’ Do you think that this ad-
vice could help us to get along with oth-
ers?” (Prov. 17:14) Such conversations
can help us to identify people who would
welcome further visits.

14 What about those who tell us that
they do not believe in God? A broth-
er with much experience preaching
to nonreligious people in the Far East

13. What can attract people to the Bible? (See
cover picture.)
14. How does one brother in the Far East help peo-
ple who say that they do not believe in God?



explains: “Typically, when a person here
says, ‘I don’t believe in God,’ he means
that he does not believe in worshipping
traditional gods. So I usually agree that
most gods are man-made and are not real.
I often read Jeremiah 16:20: ‘Can a man
make gods for himself when they are not
really gods?’ Then I ask: ‘How could we
tell a real god from man-made ones?’ I lis-
ten carefully, and then I read Isaiah 41:23:
‘Tell us what will happen in the future, so
that we may know that you are gods.’
Then I show an example of how Jehovah
has foretold the future.”

15 A brother in East Asia uses the fol-
lowing approach when making return vis-
its. He says: “I show them examples of
Bible wisdom, fulfilled Bible prophecies,
and laws that control the universe. Then
I show them how all of it points to a
living and wise Creator. When a person
accepts the possibility that God exists,
I start showing him what the Bible says
about Jehovah.”

16 When we conduct Bible studies with
people from nonreligious backgrounds,

15. What can we learn from the example of a
brother in East Asia?
16. According to Hebrews 11:6, why do students
need to have faith in God and in the Bible, and how
can we help them develop it?

we must continually build up their be-
lief in the existence of God. (Read He-
brews 11:6.) And we need to help them
to build faith in the Bible. This might re-
quire that we repeat some points a num-
ber of times. During each study session,
we may need to discuss evidence that the
Bible is God’s Word. This may include
a brief discussion of the Bible’s fulfilled
prophecies, scientific and historical ac-
curacy, or practical wisdom.

17 We help people to become disciples
of Christ by displaying love for them,
whether they are religious or not. (1 Cor.
13:1) As we teach them, our goal is to
show that God loves us and wants us to
love him. Every year thousands who pre-
viously had little or no interest in religion
get baptized because they have grown to
love God. So be positive, and take a lov-
ing interest in all sorts of people. Lis-
ten to them. Try to understand them. By
your example, teach them to be disciples
of Christ.

17. What effect can our love have on people?

��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������

PICTURE DESCRIPTION Page 22: A brother
witnesses to a fellow hospital worker, who later
explores our Online Bible Study Lessons.

HOW WOULD YOU ANSWER?

˛ How can we maintain a
positive attitude in our
ministry?

˛ How might we reach the
hearts of nonreligious
people?

˛ Why should we share
the truth with everyone
we meet?

SONG 76
How Does It Make You Feel?
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76 How Does It MakeYou Feel?
(Hebrews 13:15)

How does it make you feel when you preach and teach with zeal,
How does it make you feel when the words you speak ap - peal
How does it make you feel, know - ing God’s sup - port is real,

When you know you’ve done your part to reach an hon - est
To the ones whose heart is right for ev - er - last - ing
And that he’s en - trust - ed you to do the work we

heart? Know - ing you’ve done your best;
life? Some peo - ple turn a - way,
do? Proud - ly we preach and teach,

then our God will do the rest. Hon - est
oth - ers might be led a - stray. Still we’re
us - ing bold but gra - cious speech, Search - ing
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How Does It Make You Feel?

Chorus

(See also Acts 13:48; 1 Thess. 2:4; 1 Tim. 1:11.)

hearts he sure - ly knows— all those to him dis -
glad to bear his name and wit - ness just the
out de - serv - ing ones; this work will soon be

posed.
same.
done.

It makes us glad, and we re -

joice to give our heart and mind and voice. So may our

sac - ri - fice of praise con - tin - ue all our days.




