
6

MAY 27–JUNE 2 � GALATIANS 1 - 3

˙ Song 106 and Prayer
˙ Opening Comments (3 min. or less)

TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD

APPLY YOURSELF TO THE FIELD MINISTRY

LIVING AS CHRISTIANS

˙ “I Resisted Him Face-to-Face”: (10 min.)
[Play the video Introduction to Galatians.]
Ga 2:11-13—When Jewish Christians visited Peter,
fear of man caused him to withdraw from his Gentile
brothers (w17.04 27 ˚16)
Ga 2:14—Paul corrected Peter (w13 3/15 5 ˚12)

˙ Digging for Spiritual Gems: (8 min.)
Ga 2:20—How should you view the ransom, and
why? (w14 9/15 16 ˚20-21)

Ga 3:1—Why did Paul call the Galatians “senseless”?
(it-1 880)

What has this week’s Bible reading taught you
about Jehovah?

What other spiritual gems have you discovered
in this week’s Bible reading?

˙ Bible Reading: (4 min. or less) Ga 2:11-21 (10)

˙ Second Return Visit Video: (5 min.) Play and
discuss the video.

˙ Second Return Visit: (3 min. or less) Use the
sample conversation. (2)

˙ Bible Study: (5 min. or less) bhs 202-203 ˚18-19 (6)

˙ Song 92
˙ “HowAll Can Share in Caring for Our Places
of Worship”: (15 min.) Discussion by an elder. After
playing the video Caring for Our Places of Worship
and considering the questions, briefly interview
the congregation’s representative on the operating
committee by asking the following questions.
(If your congregation does not have a representa-
tive, interview the coordinator of the body of elders.
If your congregation is the only one that meets in
the Kingdom Hall, interview the maintenance coordi-
nator.) How are we doing in keeping up with our
regular maintenance schedule? Are we working
safely? What maintenance work has been accom-
plished recently, and what is planned for the future?
If someone has maintenance skills or would like to
learn by assisting those with skills, what should he
or she do? How can all of us, regardless of our cir-
cumstances, share in caring for the Kingdom Hall?

˙ Congregation Bible Study: (30 min.) jy chap. 68

˙ Review Followed by Preview of Next Week (3 min.)
˙ Song 72 and Prayer

GALATIANS 1-3 � “I Resisted Him Face-to-Face”

2:11-14

How does this account teach the following lessons?
˙ We must be courageous.—w18.03 31-32 ˚16

˙ Fear of man is a snare.—it-2 587 ˚3

˙ Jehovah’s people, including those taking the lead,
are not perfect.—w10 6/15 17-18 ˚12

˙ We must continue to root out prejudice.—w18.08 9 ˚5



1. We humbly bow to our God in prayer,
That all his qualities we may share.

But most important of all those things
Is love, which having his spirit brings.

We may be talented, wise, or bold,
But we are nothing if love grows cold.

We pray for love that is warm and true,
Revealed in all that we say and do.

2. Love looks for ways to give graciously
And thinks of others unselfishly.

Love never harbors a hateful thought,
Forgives our brothers, as Jesus taught.

Love helps us patiently suffer wrong,
Bears heavy loads when it’s really strong.

Through ev’ry trial let love prevail;
It bears all things; it will never fail.

106 Cultivating the Quality of Love
(1 Corinthians 13:1-8)

(See also John 21:17; 1 Cor. 13:13; Gal. 6:2.)



Galatians 1-3 

1 Paul, an apostle, neither from men nor through a man, but 
through Jesus Christ and God the Father, who raised him up from 
the dead, 

2
 and all the brothers with me, to the congregations of 

Ga·laʹti·a: 
3
 May you have undeserved kindness and peace from God our 

Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
4
 He gave himself for our sins so 

that he might rescue us from the present wicked system of things 
according to the will of our God and Father, 

5
 to whom be the glory 

forever and ever. Amen. 
6
 I am amazed that you are so quickly turning away from the One 

who called you with Christ’s undeserved kindness to another sort of 
good news. 

7
 Not that there is another good news; but there are 

certain ones who are causing you trouble and wanting to distort the 
good news about the Christ. 

8
 However, even if we or an angel out 

of heaven were to declare to you as good news something beyond 
the good news we declared to you, let him be accursed. 

9
 As we 

have said before, I now say again, Whoever is declaring to you as 
good news something beyond what you accepted, let him be 
accursed. 

10
 Is it, in fact, men I am now trying to persuade or God? Or am I 

trying to please men? If I were still pleasing men, I would not be 
Christ’s slave. 

11
 For I want you to know, brothers, that the good 

news I declared to you is not of human origin; 
12

 for neither did I 
receive it from man, nor was I taught it, but it was through a 
revelation by Jesus Christ. 

13
 Of course, you heard about my conduct formerly in Juʹda·ism, 

that I kept intensely persecuting the congregation of God and 
devastating it; 

14
 and I was making greater progress in Juʹda·ism 

than many of my own age in my nation, as I was far more zealous 
for the traditions of my fathers. 

15
 But when God, who separated me 



from my mother’s womb and called me through his undeserved 
kindness, thought good 

16
 to reveal his Son through me so that I 

might declare the good news about him to the nations, I did not 
immediately consult with any human; 

17
 nor did I go up to 

Jerusalem to those who were apostles before I was, but I went to 
Arabia, and then I returned to Damascus. 

18
 Then three years later I went up to Jerusalem to visit Ceʹphas, 

and I stayed with him for 15 days. 
19

 But I did not see any of the 
other apostles, only James the brother of the Lord. 

20
 Now 

regarding the things I am writing you, I assure you before God that I 
am not lying. 

21
 After that I went into the regions of Syria and Ci·liʹcia. 

22
 But I 

was personally unknown to the congregations of Ju·deʹa that were 
in union with Christ. 

23
 They only used to hear: “The man who 

formerly persecuted us is now declaring the good news about the 
faith that he formerly devastated.” 

24
 So they began glorifying God 

because of me. 

2 Then after 14 years I again went up to Jerusalem with 
Barʹna·bas, also taking Titus along with me. 

2
 I went up as a result 

of a revelation, and I presented to them the good news that I am 
preaching among the nations. This was done privately, however, 
before the men who were highly regarded, to make sure that I was 
not running or had not run in vain. 

3
 Nevertheless, not even Titus, 

who was with me, was compelled to be circumcised, although he 
was a Greek. 

4
 But that matter came up because of the false 

brothers brought in quietly, who slipped in to spy on the freedom we 
enjoy in union with Christ Jesus, so that they might completely 
enslave us; 

5
 we did not yield in submission to them, no, not for a 

moment, so that the truth of the good news might continue with 
you. 



6
 But regarding those who seemed to be important—whatever 

they were makes no difference to me, for God does not go by a 
man’s outward appearance—those highly regarded men imparted 
nothing new to me. 

7
 On the contrary, when they saw that I had 

been entrusted with the good news for those who are 
uncircumcised, just as Peter had been for those who are 
circumcised— 

8
 for the one who empowered Peter for an 

apostleship to those who are circumcised also empowered me for 
those who are of the nations— 

9
 and when they recognized the 

undeserved kindness that was given me, James and Ceʹphas and 
John, the ones who seemed to be pillars, gave Barʹna·bas and me 
the right hand of fellowship, so that we should go to the nations but 
they to those who are circumcised. 

10
 They asked only that we keep 

the poor in mind, and this I have also earnestly endeavored to do. 
11

 However, when Ceʹphas came to Antioch, I resisted him face-
to-face, because he was clearly in the wrong. 

12
 For before certain 

men from James arrived, he used to eat with people of the nations; 
but when they arrived, he stopped doing this and separated 
himself, fearing those of the circumcised class. 

13
 The rest of the 

Jews also joined him in putting on this pretense, so that even 
Barʹna·bas was led along with them in their pretense. 

14
 But when I 

saw that they were not walking in step with the truth of the good 
news, I said to Ceʹphas before them all: “If you, though you are a 
Jew, live as the nations do and not as Jews do, how can you 
compel people of the nations to live according to Jewish practice?” 

15
 We who are Jews by birth, and not sinners from the nations, 

16
 recognize that a man is declared righteous, not by works of law, 

but only through faith in Jesus Christ. So we have put our faith in 
Christ Jesus, so that we may be declared righteous by faith in 
Christ and not by works of law, for no one will be declared righteous 
by works of law. 

17
 Now if we have also been found sinners while 

seeking to be declared righteous by means of Christ, is Christ then 



sin’s minister? Certainly not! 
18

 If the very things that I once tore 
down I build up again, I demonstrate that I am a transgressor. 
19

 For through law I died toward law, so that I might become alive 
toward God. 

20
 I am nailed to the stake along with Christ. It is no 

longer I who live, but it is Christ who is living in union with me. 
Indeed, the life that I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of 
God, who loved me and handed himself over for me. 

21
 I do not 

reject the undeserved kindness of God, for if righteousness is 
through law, Christ actually died for nothing. 

3 O senseless Ga·laʹtians! Who has brought you under this evil 
influence, you who had Jesus Christ openly portrayed before you 
as nailed to the stake? 

2
 This one thing I want to ask you: Did you 

receive the spirit through works of law or because of faith in what 
you heard? 

3
 Are you so senseless? After starting on a spiritual 

course, are you finishing on a fleshly course? 
4
 Did you undergo so 

many sufferings for nothing? If it really was for nothing. 
5
 Therefore, 

does the one who supplies you the spirit and performs powerful 
works among you do it because of your works of law or because of 
your faith in what you heard? 

6
 Just as Abraham “put faith in 

Jehovah, and it was counted to him as righteousness.” 
7
 Surely you know that it is those who adhere to faith who are 

sons of Abraham. 
8
 Now the scripture, foreseeing that God would 

declare people of the nations righteous through faith, declared the 
good news beforehand to Abraham, namely: “By means of you all 
the nations will be blessed.” 

9
 So those who adhere to faith are 

being blessed together with Abraham, who had faith. 
10

 All those who depend on works of law are under a curse, for it 
is written: “Cursed is everyone who does not remain in all the things 
written in the scroll of the Law by doing them.” 

11
 Moreover, it is 

evident that by law no one is declared righteous with God, because 
“the righteous one will live by reason of faith.” 

12
 Now the Law is not 

based on faith. Rather, “anyone who does these things will live by 



means of them.” 
13

 Christ purchased us, releasing us from the 
curse of the Law by becoming a curse instead of us, because it is 
written: “Accursed is every man hung upon a stake.” 

14
 This was so 

that the blessing of Abraham would come to the nations by means 
of Christ Jesus, so that we might receive the promised spirit 
through our faith. 

15
 Brothers, I speak using a human illustration: Once a covenant 

is validated, even if only by a man, no one annuls it or attaches 
additions to it. 

16
 Now the promises were spoken to Abraham and to 

his offspring. It does not say, “and to your descendants,” in the 
sense of many. Rather, it says, “and to your offspring,” in the sense 
of one, who is Christ. 

17
 Further, I say this: The Law, which came 

into being 430 years later, does not invalidate the covenant 
previously made by God, so as to abolish the promise. 

18
 For if the 

inheritance is based on law, it is no longer based on a promise; but 
God has kindly given it to Abraham through a promise. 

19
 Why, then, the Law? It was added to make transgressions 

manifest, until the offspring should arrive to whom the promise had 
been made; and it was transmitted through angels by the hand of a 
mediator. 

20
 Now there is no mediator when just one person is 

involved, but God is only one. 
21

 Is the Law, therefore, against the 
promises of God? Certainly not! For if a law had been given that 
could give life, righteousness would actually have been by means 
of law. 

22
 But the Scripture handed all things over to the custody of 

sin, so that the promise resulting from faith in Jesus Christ might be 
given to those exercising faith. 

23
 However, before the faith arrived, we were being guarded 

under law, being handed over into custody, looking to the faith that 
was about to be revealed. 

24
 So the Law became our guardian 

leading to Christ, so that we might be declared righteous through 
faith. 

25
 But now that the faith has arrived, we are no longer under a 

guardian. 



26
 You are all, in fact, sons of God through your faith in Christ 

Jesus. 
27

 For all of you who were baptized into Christ have put on 
Christ. 

28
 There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor 

freeman, there is neither male nor female, for you are all one in 
union with Christ Jesus. 

29
 Moreover, if you belong to Christ, you 

are really Abraham’s offspring, heirs with reference to a promise. 
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An Introduction to the Book of Galatians 
 

E&OE 
 

Page 1 of 2 

 

The Apostle Paul wrote this letter during, or after, his second missionary tour, 
either from Corinth, or from Syrian Antioch. 

 

Although he usually used a secretary to write his letters, Paul himself wrote 
the letter to the Galatians.  

 

Galatians was written about 50 to 52 C.E.  

 

Did you know? Galatia was the Roman province that occupied the central 
portion of what is now known as Asia Minor. The Galatian congregations to 
whom Paul wrote may have included the ones in Pisidian Antioch, Iconium, 
Lystra and Derbe. 

 

Paul used this letter to counteract the work of false teachers who were 
asserting that observance of the Mosaic law was an essential part of true 
Christianity. 

 

The letter to the Galatians has 6 chapters. 

 

In Chapter 1 Paul relates his own experience of conversion from Judaism to 
Christianity. He reminds the Galatians that what he has taught them came 
through a revelation by Jesus Christ, and that they should not deviate from it.  

 

In chapters 2 & 3 Paul reasons that works of law cannot make one righteous. 
He calls the Law a guardian that led people to the Christ. It is faith in Jesus 
that makes one righteous. Paul identifies Abraham’s spiritual offspring as 
Christ, and those who are heirs with Christ. The Galatians, though, are in 
danger of becoming enslaved to the teachings of men, Paul warns in 
chapters 4 to 6. 

 

In chapter 4 Paul introduces a symbolic drama, using the example of Hagar 
and Sarah, and their children Ishmael and Isaac. Hagar and Ishmael 
correspond with enslaved earthly Jerusalem and her children, or citizens. 
Sarah and Isaac correspond with the Jerusalem above, the heavenly part of 
Jehovah's organization, and her children, the spirit anointed and free sons of 
God. That freedom, however, should not be used as an excuse to pursue a 
sinful course, Paul cautions. He contrasts the works of the flesh with the 
fruitage of God's spirit, and he teaches that we reap what we sow.  



An Introduction to the Book of Galatians 
 

E&OE 
 

Page 2 of 2 

 

 

As you read the letter to the Galatians note how Christians can be 
declared righteous only by means of faith; how those who display the footage 
of God's spirit reap benefits; and how Abraham's spiritual offspring are 
identified as Christ Jesus, and the joint heirs of his everlasting kingdom. 



May 27–June 2 / Galatians 1-3 

• Song 106 and Prayer 

• Opening Comments (3 minutes or less) 

Treasures From God’s Word 

“I Resisted Him Face-to-Face”: (10 minutes) 

“I Resisted Him Face-to-Face” 

Galatians 2:11-14 

How does this account teach the following lessons? 

• We must be courageous.—w18.03 31-32 paragraph 16 [Note to 

reader.] References inserted at end of article. [End of note to 

reader.] 

w18.03 31-32 paragraph 16 

Keep in mind that elders may find that it is not easy to approach us 

with needed counsel. Imagine, for example, how difficult it must 

have been for the prophet Nathan to speak to David after the king 

tried to cover up his gross sin! (2 Samuel 12:1-14) Similarly, the 

apostle Paul no doubt had to muster up courage to provide 

correction when Peter, one of the 12 apostles, showed favoritism 

toward his Jewish brothers. (Galatians 2:11-14) So how can you ease 

the load for the elders in your congregation? Be humble, 

approachable, and thankful. See their help as an expression of 

God’s love for you. This will not only benefit you but also add much 

joy to their work. 



• Fear of man is a snare.—it-2 587 paragraph 3 

it-2 587 paragraph 3 

Sometime after this, Peter personally came to Syrian Antioch and 

associated with Gentile Christians. But, when certain Jews from 

Jerusalem arrived, he, evidently giving way to the fear of men, 

withdrew from the non-Jews, thereby acting contrary to the spirit’s 

direction that fleshly distinctions did not count with God. Even 

Barnabas was led astray. Noting this, Paul courageously censured 

Peter publicly, as his conduct was detrimental to the progress of 

Christianity.—Galatians 2:11-14. 

 

• Jehovah’s people, including those taking the lead, are not 

perfect.—w10 6/15 17-18 paragraph 12 

w10 6/15 17-18 paragraph 12 

It might not surprise us when such problems develop with someone 

outside the Christian congregation. We know that life in Satan’s 

system is often unfair and that we need to fight against letting 

evildoers incense us. (Psalm 37:1-11; Ecclesiastes 8:12, 13; 12:13, 14) 

However, when problems occur with a spiritual brother or sister, the 

pain can be much deeper. One Witness recalled, “My biggest hurdle 

when coming into the truth was accepting the fact that Jehovah’s 

people are not perfect.” We came out of a cold, uncaring world, 

hoping that all in the congregation would treat one another with 

Christian kindness. Thus, if a fellow Christian, especially one with 

privileges in the congregation, is thoughtless or acts in an 



unchristian way, it can hurt us or make us angry. ‘How can such 

things occur among Jehovah’s people?’ we might ask. Actually, such 

things occurred even among anointed Christians in the days of the 

apostles. (Galatians 2:11-14; 5:15; James 3:14, 15) How should we 

respond when we are affected? 

 

• We must continue to root out prejudice.—w18.08 9 paragraph 5 

w18.08 9 paragraph 5 

By means of Peter, Jehovah was helping all Christians to understand 

that He is not partial. He places no significance on racial, ethnic, 

national, tribal, or linguistic differences. Any man or woman who 

fears God and does what is right is acceptable to him. (Galatians 

3:26-28; Revelation 7:9, 10) No doubt, you acknowledge that this is 

true. But what if you have grown up in a land or in a home filled 

with prejudice? While you might see yourself as being impartial, 

deep inside, prejudice may linger. Even Peter, who had the privilege 

of revealing Jehovah’s impartiality, later manifested prejudice. 

(Galatians 2:11-14) How can we listen to Jesus and stop judging by 

the outward appearance? 

  

Galatians 2:11-13—When Jewish Christians visited Peter, fear of 

man caused him to withdraw from his Gentile brothers  

Galatians 2:11-13: However, when Cephas came to Antioch, I 

resisted him face-to-face, because he was clearly in the wrong. For 

before certain men from James arrived, he used to eat with people 



of the nations; but when they arrived, he stopped doing this and 

separated himself, fearing those of the circumcised class. The rest of 

the Jews also joined him in putting on this pretense, so that even 

Barnabas was led along with them in their pretense. 

 

w17.04 27 paragraph 16 

Read Galatians 2:11-14. Peter gave in to the snare of fear of man. 

(Proverbs 29:25) Despite his firsthand knowledge of Jehovah’s 

thinking on the matter, Peter feared the opinion of the circumcised 

Jewish members of the congregation in Jerusalem. The apostle Paul, 

who was also present at that meeting in Jerusalem in 49 C.E., 

confronted Peter in Antioch and exposed his hypocrisy. (Acts 15:12; 

Galatians 2:13, footnote.) How would the Gentile Christians who 

were personally affected by Peter’s mistake respond to the 

injustice? Would they allow themselves to be stumbled? Would 

Peter lose precious privileges because of his mistake? 

  

Galatians 2:14—Paul corrected Peter 

Galatians 2:14: But when I saw that they were not walking in step 

with the truth of the good news, I said to Cephas before them all: “If 

you, though you are a Jew, live as the nations do and not as Jews 

do, how can you compel people of the nations to live according to 

Jewish practice?”  

 



w13 3/15 5 paragraph 12 

Peter manifested fear of man, stumbling badly at times; yet, he 

remained loyal to Jesus and Jehovah. For example, he publicly 

denied his Master, not just once, but three times. (Luke 22:54-62) 

Later, Peter failed to act in a Christian manner, treating Gentile 

believers as if they were somehow not as good as circumcised 

Jewish Christians. The apostle Paul, however, saw the matter 

clearly—there was no room for class distinctions in the 

congregation. Peter’s attitude was wrong. Before Peter’s conduct 

could sour the brotherhood, Paul acted by counseling Peter directly, 

face-to-face. (Galatians 2:11-14) Was Peter’s pride so wounded that 

he quit the race for life? No. He seriously considered Paul’s counsel, 

applied it, and kept on in the race. 

  

Digging for Spiritual Gems 

Galatians 2:20—How should you view the ransom, and why? 

Galatians 2:20: I am nailed to the stake along with Christ. It is no 

longer I who live, but it is Christ who is living in union with me. 

Indeed, the life that I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of 

God, who loved me and handed himself over for me. 

w14 9/15 16 paragraphs 20-21 

20 What about subtle attacks? For instance, how can we counteract 

feelings of discouragement? One of the most powerful ways to do 

so is to meditate on the ransom. That is what the apostle Paul did. 

He knew how he felt at times—miserable. But he also knew that 



Christ died, not for perfect people, but for sinners. And Paul was 

one of those sinners. In fact, he wrote: “I live by faith in the Son of 

God, who loved me and handed himself over for me.” (Galatians 

2:20) Yes, Paul accepted the ransom. He recognized that the ransom 

applied to him personally. 

21 That same viewpoint—seeing the ransom as a personal gift from 

Jehovah—can help you tremendously. This does not mean that 

discouragement will instantly vanish. To an extent, some of us may 

have to battle this subtle attack until the new world. But remember: 

The prize will go to those who do not give up. We are ever closer to 

the glorious day when God’s Kingdom will establish peace and 

restore all faithful humans to perfection. Be determined to enter 

into that Kingdom—even if through many tribulations. 

  

Galatians 3:1—Why did Paul call the Galatians “senseless”? 

Galatians 3:1: O senseless Galatians! Who has brought you under 

this evil influence, you who had Jesus Christ openly portrayed 

before you as nailed to the stake? 

it-1 880 

Paul’s exclamation, “O senseless Galatians,” is no evidence that he 

had in mind only a certain ethnic people who sprang exclusively 

from Gallic stock in the northern part of Galatia. (Galatians 3:1) 

Rather, Paul was rebuking certain ones in the congregations there 

for allowing themselves to be influenced by an element of Judaizers 

among them, Jews who were attempting to establish their own 



righteousness through the Mosaic arrangement in place of the 

‘righteousness due to faith’ provided by the new covenant. 

(Galatians 2:15–3:14; 4:9, 10) Racially, “the congregations of Galatia” 

(Galatians 1:2) to whom Paul wrote were a mixture of Jews and non-

Jews, the latter being both circumcised proselytes and non-

circumcised Gentiles, and no doubt some were of Celtic descent. 

(Acts 13:14, 43; 16:1; Galatians 5:2) All together, they were 

addressed as Galatian Christians because the area in which they 

lived was called Galatia. The whole tenor of the letter is that Paul 

was writing to those with whom he was well acquainted in the 

southern part of this Roman province, not to total strangers in the 

northern sector, which he apparently never visited. 

  

What has this week’s Bible reading taught you about Jehovah? 

What other spiritual gems have you discovered in this week’s Bible 

reading? 

Bible Reading: (4 minutes or less) Galatians 2:11-21 (th study 10) 
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in this week’s Bible reading?

˙ Bible Reading: (4 min. or less) Ga 2:11-21 (10)

˙ Second Return Visit Video: (5 min.) Play and
discuss the video.

˙ Second Return Visit: (3 min. or less) Use the
sample conversation. (2)

˙ Bible Study: (5 min. or less) bhs 202-203 ˚18-19 (6)

˙ Song 92
˙ “HowAll Can Share in Caring for Our Places
of Worship”: (15 min.) Discussion by an elder. After
playing the video Caring for Our Places of Worship
and considering the questions, briefly interview
the congregation’s representative on the operating
committee by asking the following questions.
(If your congregation does not have a representa-
tive, interview the coordinator of the body of elders.
If your congregation is the only one that meets in
the Kingdom Hall, interview the maintenance coordi-
nator.) How are we doing in keeping up with our
regular maintenance schedule? Are we working
safely? What maintenance work has been accom-
plished recently, and what is planned for the future?
If someone has maintenance skills or would like to
learn by assisting those with skills, what should he
or she do? How can all of us, regardless of our cir-
cumstances, share in caring for the Kingdom Hall?

˙ Congregation Bible Study: (30 min.) jy chap. 68

˙ Review Followed by Preview of Next Week (3 min.)
˙ Song 72 and Prayer

GALATIANS 1-3 � “I Resisted Him Face-to-Face”

2:11-14

How does this account teach the following lessons?
˙ We must be courageous.—w18.03 31-32 ˚16

˙ Fear of man is a snare.—it-2 587 ˚3

˙ Jehovah’s people, including those taking the lead,
are not perfect.—w10 6/15 17-18 ˚12

˙ We must continue to root out prejudice.—w18.08 9 ˚5

https://tv.jw.org/#en/mediaitems/VODSampleConversations/pub-mwbv_201905_3_VIDEO
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Second Return Visit 
 

Question: What will life be like when God resurrects our dead loved ones? 
Scripture: Isa 32:18 
Link: How will God bring peace to the earth? 
 

 
Ron (Publisher 3): On our last visit, we raised the question: What will things 
be like when God brings our dead loved ones back to life?  
 
Householder: I'm very interested in what you're gonna show me on that.  
 
Ron (Publisher 3): There are so many good things the Bible promises about 
that time, but let's consider just one example. Notice what we read here at 
Isaiah 32 verse 18. Lisa could you please read that? 
 
Lisa (Publisher 1): Sure. “My people will dwell in a peaceful abiding place, in 
secure dwellings and in tranquil resting places.” 
 
Ron (Publisher 3): So what will it be like for those whom God brings back to 
life? 
 
Householder: They'll have peace!  
 
Lisa (Publisher 1): Yes. Peace, security and tranquillity. Doesn't that sound 
appealing? 
 
Householder: It sure does. 
 
Ron (Publisher 3): Of course, with so many problems in the world today, we 
may wonder how God will bring peace to the earth. We can discuss that the 
next time we're here. By the way I wanted to show you this publication that 
discusses the Bible verses we've read, and many more. It's called: What Can 
the Bible teach Us? 
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Sample Conversations

INITIAL CALL

Question: What happens
when we die?

Scripture: Ec 9:5a

Link: Is death the end
of it all?

FIRST RETURN VISIT

Question: Is death the end
of it all?

Scripture: Job 14:14, 15

Link: What will life be like
when God resurrects our
dead loved ones?

SECOND RETURN VISIT

Question: What will life be
like when God resurrects
our dead loved ones?

Scripture: Isa 32:18

Link: How will God bring
peace to the earth?
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Apply Yourself to the Field Ministry 

• Second Return Visit Video: (5 minutes) Play and discuss the 

video. 

• Second Return Visit: (3 minutes or less) Use the sample 

conversation. (th study 2) 

• Bible Study: (5 minutes or less) bhs 202-203 paragraphs 18-19 (th 

study 6) 

bhs 202-203 paragraphs 18-19 

18
 Jehovah wants us to worship him along with other true 

Christians. The Bible says: “Let us consider one another so as to 

incite to love and fine works, not forsaking our meeting together, as 

some have the custom, but encouraging one another, and all the 

more so as you see the day drawing near.” (Hebrews 10:24, 25) We 

should do our best to be at all the meetings. The meetings give us 

an opportunity to encourage and strengthen one another. 

19
 When you attend meetings, you’ll find good friends who will 

help you to worship Jehovah. You’ll meet a variety of brothers and 

sisters who, like you, do their best to worship him. And like you, 

they’re imperfect and make mistakes. When they do, be ready to 

forgive them. (Read Colossians 3:13.) Always focus on the good 

qualities of your Christian brothers and sisters, for doing that will 

help you to love them and draw ever closer to Jehovah. 

 

 



1. How great is the honor, Jehovah,
To build you a place for your name!

We offer it now with rejoicing
To add to your glory and fame.

Whatever the things we may give you,
They rightly were yours from the start.

Our labor, our skill, our possessions,
We joyfully give from the heart.

(CHORUS)
May we present this place to you,
And here may your name be known.

We dedicate this place to you;
Please accept it as your own.

2. And now may we honor you, Father,
By filling this place with your praise.

May glory ascend with the increase
Of those who are learning your ways.

Committing this place to your worship,
We give it our generous care.

And long may it stand as a witness,
Supporting the message we bear.

(Chorus)

92 A Place BearingYour Name
(1 Chronicles 29:16)

(See also 1 Ki. 8:18, 27; 1 Chron. 29:11-14; Acts 20:24.)
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MAY 27–JUNE 2 � GALATIANS 1 - 3

˙ Song 106 and Prayer
˙ Opening Comments (3 min. or less)

TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD

APPLY YOURSELF TO THE FIELD MINISTRY

LIVING AS CHRISTIANS

˙ “I Resisted Him Face-to-Face”: (10 min.)
[Play the video Introduction to Galatians.]
Ga 2:11-13—When Jewish Christians visited Peter,
fear of man caused him to withdraw from his Gentile
brothers (w17.04 27 ˚16)
Ga 2:14—Paul corrected Peter (w13 3/15 5 ˚12)

˙ Digging for Spiritual Gems: (8 min.)
Ga 2:20—How should you view the ransom, and
why? (w14 9/15 16 ˚20-21)

Ga 3:1—Why did Paul call the Galatians “senseless”?
(it-1 880)

What has this week’s Bible reading taught you
about Jehovah?

What other spiritual gems have you discovered
in this week’s Bible reading?

˙ Bible Reading: (4 min. or less) Ga 2:11-21 (10)

˙ Second Return Visit Video: (5 min.) Play and
discuss the video.

˙ Second Return Visit: (3 min. or less) Use the
sample conversation. (2)

˙ Bible Study: (5 min. or less) bhs 202-203 ˚18-19 (6)

˙ Song 92
˙ “HowAll Can Share in Caring for Our Places
of Worship”: (15 min.) Discussion by an elder. After
playing the video Caring for Our Places of Worship
and considering the questions, briefly interview
the congregation’s representative on the operating
committee by asking the following questions.
(If your congregation does not have a representa-
tive, interview the coordinator of the body of elders.
If your congregation is the only one that meets in
the Kingdom Hall, interview the maintenance coordi-
nator.) How are we doing in keeping up with our
regular maintenance schedule? Are we working
safely? What maintenance work has been accom-
plished recently, and what is planned for the future?
If someone has maintenance skills or would like to
learn by assisting those with skills, what should he
or she do? How can all of us, regardless of our cir-
cumstances, share in caring for the Kingdom Hall?

˙ Congregation Bible Study: (30 min.) jy chap. 68

˙ Review Followed by Preview of Next Week (3 min.)
˙ Song 72 and Prayer

GALATIANS 1-3 � “I Resisted Him Face-to-Face”

2:11-14

How does this account teach the following lessons?
˙ We must be courageous.—w18.03 31-32 ˚16

˙ Fear of man is a snare.—it-2 587 ˚3

˙ Jehovah’s people, including those taking the lead,
are not perfect.—w10 6/15 17-18 ˚12

˙ We must continue to root out prejudice.—w18.08 9 ˚5

https://tv.jw.org/#en/mediaitems/pub-cpw_x_VIDEO
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From ancient times Jehovah's people have had established places of 
worship. That pattern has continued down to our time. Today, we meet in 
Kingdom Halls around the world.  

 

It's here that we receive spiritual refreshment and direction through Jehovah's 
organization. And it's here that we enjoy encouraging association with our 
brothers and sisters.  

 

But our Kingdom Halls do something else. They are centres for pure worship 
in the local communities. 

 

Publisher: “In Indonesia, where I live, our congregation invited local 
government officials and neighbours to an open house of our Kingdom Hall, 
prior to the dedication. The mayor attended, and he was impressed by the 
quality of the building, its functionality, and its beautiful garden. He said “The 
cleanliness of this hall reflects your true faith.” That comment made us feel so 
proud to be serving our God Jehovah.” 

 

Experiences like these remind us never to take our places of worship for 
granted. So how can we personally show Jehovah our gratitude for our 
Kingdom Halls?  

 

When our Kingdom Halls are kept clean and tidy, it reflects the qualities and 
personality of the God we worship, a God of order. Regular cleaning also 
helps protect the health of all those attending. Additionally, regular 
maintenance helps prolong the existence of the building itself.  

 

While congregations primarily are responsible for maintenance, LDC 
representatives can assist, where needed, and train others how to care for 
inspections and repairs safely. 

 

Remember, one should never do any risky work at the Kingdom Hall alone, 
and always follow safety instructions.  

 

When problems are identified early they can be corrected with less time and 
money.  

 



Caring for Our Places of Worship 
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We honour Jehovah when we use donated resources wisely, much as we do 
when making donations in the first place.  

 

In Bible times when funds were needed to renovate the house of Jehovah, 
many happily responded. Whether they had little, or much, they donated 
generously.  

 

Our Kingdom Halls are more than just buildings. They are places of worship 
dedicated to Jehovah.  

 

And by caring for them, in the best way we can, we show love for our 
brothers, new ones, and most of all Jehovah, the one who lovingly provides 
his people with beautiful places of worship.  



Living as Christians 

• Song 92 

• “How All Can Share in Caring for Our Places of Worship”: (15 

minutes) Discussion by an elder. After playing the video Caring for 

Our Places of Worship and considering the questions, briefly 

interview the congregation’s representative on the operating 

committee by asking the following questions. (If your congregation 

does not have a representative, interview the coordinator of the 

body of elders. If your congregation is the only one that meets in 

the Kingdom Hall, interview the maintenance coordinator.) How are 

we doing in keeping up with our regular maintenance schedule? 

Are we working safely? What maintenance work has been 

accomplished recently, and what is planned for the future? If 

someone has maintenance skills or would like to learn by assisting 

those with skills, what should he or she do? How can all of us, 

regardless of our circumstances, share in caring for the Kingdom 

Hall? 

How All Can Share in Caring for Our Places of Worship 

Our Kingdom Halls are more than just buildings; they are places of 

worship dedicated to Jehovah. How can each of us share in caring 

for the Kingdom Hall? 

 

Watch the video Caring for Our Places of Worship (video category 

OUR MEETINGS AND MINISTRY), and then answer the following 

questions: 



1. What purposes do meeting places serve? 

2. Why should we keep the Kingdom Hall clean and well-

maintained? 

3. How has participating in the maintenance program benefited 

you? 

4. Why is safety important, and what examples of safety did 

you observe in the video? 

5. How can we honor Jehovah by our donations? 

 

How do I plan to share? 

  

 

• Congregation Bible Study: (30 minutes) jy chapter 68 

• Review Followed by Preview of Next Week (3 minutes) 

• Song 72 and Prayer 

 

 



On the last day of the Festival of Tabernacles, the
seventh day, Jesus is teaching in the part of the tem-
ple called “the treasury.” (John 8:20; Luke 21:1)
This apparently is in the Court of Women, where
people deposit their contributions.

At night during the festival, this area of the tem-
ple is specially illuminated. Four giant lampstands
are there, each with four large basins filled with oil.
The light from these lamps is strong enough to illu-
minate the surroundings to a great distance. What
Jesus now says may remind his listeners of this dis-
play: “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows
me will by no means walk in darkness, but will pos-
sess the light of life.”—John 8:12.

The Pharisees take exception to Jesus’ statement
and say: “You bear witness about yourself; your wit-

68 “THE LIGHTOF THE
WORLD”—THE SON OF GOD

JOHN 8:12-36

˙ JESUS EXPLAINS WHO THE SON IS
˙ HOWARE THE JEWS SLAVES?

286 JESUS—THE WAY, THE TRUTH, THE LIFE



ness is not true.” Jesus replies: “Even if I do bear
witness about myself, my witness is true, because I
know where I came from and where I am going.
But you do not know where I came from and where
I am going.” He adds: “In your own Law it is
written: ‘The witness of two men is true.’ I am one
who bears witness about myself, and the Father
who sent me bears witness about me.”—John 8:
13-18.

Not accepting his reasoning, the Pharisees ask:
“Where is your Father?” Jesus gives the forthright
reply: “You know neither me nor my Father. If you
did know me, you would know my Father also.”
(John 8:19) Even though the Pharisees still want Je-
sus arrested, no one touches him.

Jesus repeats a statement he has already made: “I
am going away, and you will look for me, and yet
you will die in your sin. Where I am going, you can-
not come.” The Jews, completely misunderstanding
Jesus’ words, begin to wonder: “He will not kill him-
self, will he? Because he says, ‘Where I am going,
you cannot come.’ ” They do not understand what
“THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD”—THE SON OF GOD 287



Jesus means, because they are unaware of his ori-
gin. He explains: “You are from the realms below; I
am from the realms above. You are from this world;
I am not from this world.”—John 8:21-23.

Jesus is referring to his prehuman existence in
heaven and to his being the promised Messiah,
or Christ, whom these religious leaders should be
expecting. Nevertheless, they ask with great con-
tempt: “Who are you?”—John 8:25.

In the face of their rejection and opposition, Je-
sus answers: “Why am I even speaking to you at
all?” Still, he directs attention to his Father and ex-
plains why the Jews should listen to the Son: “The
One who sent me is true, and the very things I
heard from him I am speaking in the world.”—John
8:25, 26.

Then Jesus expresses confidence in his Father,
which these Jews lack: “After you have lifted up the
Son of man, then you will know that I am he and
that I do nothing of my own initiative; but just as
the Father taught me, I speak these things. And the
One who sent me is with me; he did not abandon
288 JESUS—THE WAY, THE TRUTH, THE LIFE



me to myself, because I always do the things pleas-
ing to him.”—John 8:28, 29.

Some Jews, though, do put faith in Jesus, and he
says to them: “If you remain in my word, you are
really my disciples, and you will know the truth,
and the truth will set you free.”—John 8:31, 32.

To some, this talk of being set free seems strange.
They object: “We are Abraham’s offspring and nev-
er have been slaves to anyone. How is it you say,
‘You will become free’?” The Jews know that at
times they have been under foreign domination, yet
they refuse to be called slaves. Jesus points out,
however, that they still are slaves: “Most truly I say
to you, every doer of sin is a slave of sin.”—John 8:
33, 34.

Refusing to admit their slavery to sin puts the
Jews in a dangerous position. “The slave does not
remain in the household forever,” Jesus explains.
“The son remains forever.” (John 8:35) A slave has
no rights to an inheritance, and he may be dis-
missed at any time. Only the son actually born or
adopted into the household remains “forever,” that
is, as long as he lives.
“THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD”—THE SON OF GOD 289



Thus, the truth about the Son is the truth that
sets people free from death-dealing sin forever. “If
the Son sets you free, you will be truly free,” Jesus
declares.—John 8:36.

� What occurs at night during the festival, and how
does this relate to Jesus’ teaching?

� Jesus says what about his origin, and what does this
reveal about his identity?

� In what way are the Jews slaves, but what truth will
set them free?
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1. There was a time we did not know
The way a Christian ought to go.

Then Jehovah sent the light,
His Kingdom truth so clear and bright.

Our Father’s will we then could see
To serve the grand Theocracy,

To declare Jehovah’s fame,
And help to glorify his holy name.

We witness now to all we meet,
From door to door and on the street.

We take the time to help them see;
We teach the truth that sets us free.

And as we strive in ev’ry land
Jehovah’s worship to expand,

May we serve our God as one
Until Jehovah says the work is done.

72 Making Known the Kingdom Truth
(Acts 20:20, 21)

(See also Josh. 9:9; Isa. 24:15; John 8:12, 32.)
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1. In preaching the Kingdom and teaching the truth,
Our Lord showed us how to proceed:

‘Search out those deserving and ready to hear,
Those aware of their spiritual need.

By greeting the household and wishing it peace,
Then it may be that peace you’ll impart.

But when they refuse you or turn you away,
Shake the dust from your feet and depart.’

2. All those who receive you receive him as well,
Respond when their heart opens wide.

Their right disposition for unending life
Will impel them to serve at your side.

And never be anxious about what to say,
For Jehovah will help you to speak.

Your answer when gracious and seasoned with salt
Will appeal to the humble and meek.

70 Search Out Deserving Ones
(Matthew 10:11-15)

(See also Acts 13:48; 16:14; Col. 4:6.)
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STUDY
ARTICLE 13

Show Fellow Feeling
in Your Ministry
“He was moved with pity for them . . . And he started to
teach them many things.”—MARK 6:34.

SONG 70
Search Out Deserving Ones

PREVIEW

When we show fellow feeling, we can increase our
joy—and often our results—in the ministry. Why is
that so? In this article, we will consider what we can
learn from Jesus’ example, as well as four specific ways
that we can show fellow feeling for those whom we meet
in the preaching work.
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ONE of the most heartwarming aspects of Jesus’
personality is his ability to understand the chal-
lenges that we imperfect humans face. While on
earth, Jesus was able to “rejoice with those who
rejoice” and “weep with those who weep.” (Rom.
12:15) For example, when his 70 disciples returned
with joy after completing a successful preaching
assignment, Jesus “became overjoyed in the holy
spirit.” (Luke 10:17-21) On the other hand, when
he saw the effect that the death of Lazarus had on
those who loved him, Jesus “groaned within him-
self and became troubled.”—John 11:33.

2 What enabled this perfect man to be so merci-
ful and compassionate in his dealings with sinful
humans? First of all, Jesus loved people. As men-
tioned in the preceding article, he was “especially
fond of the sons of men.” (Prov. 8:31) That love
for people moved him to become thoroughly ac-
quainted with the way humans think. The apostle
John explains: “He knew what was in man.” (John
2:25) Jesus had tender feelings for others. Peo-
ple sensed his love for them and responded fa-
vorably to the Kingdom message. The more we

1. What is one of the most heartwarming aspects of Jesus’ person-
ality? Explain.
2. What enabled Jesus to show fellow feeling for people?
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develop similar tender feelings for people, the
more effective we will be in accomplishing our
ministry.—2 Tim. 4:5.

3 The apostle Paul knew that he had an obliga-
tion to preach, and so do we. (1 Cor. 9:16) How-
ever, if we have fellow feeling, we will view our
ministry as more than just an obligation. We will
want to prove that we care about people and are
eager to help them. We know that “there is more
happiness in giving than there is in receiving.”
(Acts 20:35) The more we view our ministry with
that in mind, the more we will enjoy it.

4 In this article, we will consider how to show fel-
low feeling in our ministry. First, we will see what
we can learn from the way Jesus felt about people.
Then, we will consider four ways that we can imi-
tate his example.—1 Pet. 2:21.

JESUS SHOWED FELLOW FEELING
IN THE MINISTRY

5 Consider an example of how Jesus showed fel-

3-4. (a) If we have fellow feeling, how will we view our ministry?
(b) What will we consider in this article?
5-6. (a) To whom did Jesus show fellow feeling? (b) Why did Jesus
feel pity for the people to whom he preached, as foretold at Isaiah
61:1, 2?



low feeling. On one occasion, Jesus and his disci-
ples had been preaching the good news tirelessly.
They had not had “time even to eat a meal.” So Je-
sus took his disciples to “an isolated place to be by
themselves” and “rest up a little.” However, a large
crowd ran ahead to where Jesus and his disciples
were going.When Jesus got there and saw the peo-
ple, how did he react? “He was moved with pity�
for them, because they were as sheep without a

� EXPRESSION EXPLAINED: As used in this context, pity means to
have tender feelings for someone who is suffering or who has been
treated harshly. Such feelings may move a person to do whatever he
can to help people.

Fellow feeling moved Jesus to preach a message of comfort
(See paragraphs 5-6)
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shepherd. And he started to teach them many
things.”—Mark 6:30-34.

6 Note the reason why Jesus felt pity, which can
reflect fellow feeling. He observed that the people
“were as sheep without a shepherd.” Maybe Jesus
saw that some of them were poor and were work-
ing long hours to provide for their families. Per-
haps others were dealing with the loss of a loved
one. If so, Jesus could likely relate to their situa-
tion. As discussed in the preceding article, Jesus
may have faced some of these problems himself.
Jesus was concerned about others, and he felt
moved to bring them a message of comfort.—Read
Isaiah 61:1, 2.

7 What do we learn from Jesus’ example? Like
Jesus, we are surrounded by people who are “as
sheep without a shepherd.” They struggle with
many problems. We have what they need—the
Kingdom message. (Rev. 14:6) So in imitation of
our Master, we preach the good news because we
“have pity on the lowly and the poor.” (Ps. 72:13)
We feel for people, and we want to do something
to help them.

7. How can we imitate Jesus’ example?
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HOW WE CAN EXPRESS FELLOW FEELING
8 What can help us show fellow feeling to those

to whom we preach? We want to put ourselves in
the place of those we meet in the ministry and
treat them as we would like to be treated.� (Matt.
7:12) Let us consider four specific ways we can do
that. First, consider the needs of each individual.
When we preach the good news, our role is similar
to that of a doctor. A good doctor considers the
needs of each patient. He asks questions and lis-
tens carefully as the patient describes his condi-
tion or symptoms. Instead of prescribing the first
treatment he can think of, the doctor may let time
go by so that he can observe a patient’s symptoms
and then offer the right treatment. Similarly, we
should not try to use the same approach with
everyone we meet in our ministry. Rather, we take
into consideration the specific circumstances and
viewpoints of each individual.

9 When you meet someone in the ministry, do

� See the article “Follow the Golden Rule in Your Ministry” in the
May 15, 2014, issue of The Watchtower.

8. What is one way we can show fellow feeling in the ministry?
Illustrate.
9. What should we not assume? Explain.



48 THE WATCHTOWER

not assume that you know what his circumstances
are or what he believes and why he believes it.
(Prov. 18:13) Rather, draw the person out with
tactful questions. (Prov. 20:5) If it is appropriate
in your culture, ask about his work, his family, his
background, and his viewpoints. When we draw
others out, we in effect allow them to tell us why
they need the good news. Once we know that, we
can show fellow feeling for their specific needs and
respond accordingly, just as Jesus did.—Compare
1 Corinthians 9:19-23.

10 Second, try to imagine what their life may be
like. In some ways, we can relate to their situation.
After all, we are not immune to the problems that
all imperfect humans face. (1 Cor. 10:13) We know
that life in this present system can be very difficult.
We endure only with Jehovah’s help. (Read 2 Co-
rinthians 4:7, 8.) But think of those who struggle
to survive in this world without a close friendship
with Jehovah. Like Jesus, we feel pity for them,
and we are moved to bring them “good news of
something better.”—Isa. 52:7.

11 Consider the example of a brother named Ser-

10-11. In harmony with 2 Corinthians 4:7, 8, what is a second way
we can show fellow feeling? Give an example.
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gey. Before learning the truth, Sergey was very
withdrawn. He struggled to express himself. In
time, he accepted a Bible study. “As I studied the
Bible, I learned that Christians have an obligation
to share their faith with others,” says Sergey. “I
sincerely believed that I could never do that.”
Still, he thought of those who had not yet heard
the truth, and he could only imagine what their
life without knowing Jehovah was like. “The new
things I was learning brought me great happiness
and inner peace,” he says. “I knew that others

Consider the needs
of each individual
(See paragraphs 8-9)

Imagine what life may
be like for someone to
whom you give a witness
(See paragraphs 10-11)
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needed to learn these truths too.” As Sergey’s
fellow feeling increased, so did his courage to
preach. “To my great surprise,” says Sergey, “tell-
ing others about the Bible actually boosted my
self-confidence. It also strengthened these new be-
liefs in my own heart.”�

12 Third, be patient with those whom you teach.
Remember, they may never have considered some
of the Bible truths we know very well. And many
have a strong emotional connection to their cur-
rent beliefs. They may see their religious views as
uniting them with their family, their culture, and
their community. How can we help them?

13 Think of this comparison: What happens when
an old, rickety bridge needs to be replaced? Often,
a new bridge is constructed while the old bridge is
still in use. Once the new bridge is ready, the old
one can be torn down. Likewise, before we ask peo-
ple to give up their cherished “old” beliefs, we may
first need to help them build a strong appreciation
for “new” truths—Bible teachings that at the out-
set are unfamiliar to them. Only then will they

� See The Watchtower, August 1, 2011, pp. 21-22.

12-13. Why do we need to be patient with those whom we teach in
the ministry? Illustrate.
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be ready to abandon their former viewpoint. It
may take time to help people make such changes.
—Rom. 12:2.

14 If we are patient with people in the ministry,
we will not expect them to understand or accept Bi-
ble truth the first time they hear it. Rather, fellow
feeling moves us to help them reason on the Scrip-
tures over a period of time. As an example, consid-
er how we might reason with someone about the

14-15. How can we help those who know little or nothing about the
hope of everlasting life on a paradise earth? Give an example.

It may take time for some to progress spiritually
(See paragraphs 12-13)
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hope of everlasting life on a paradise earth. Many
know little or nothing about this teaching. They
may believe that death is the end of it all. Or they
may think that all good people go to heaven. How
can we help them?

15 One brother relates an approach that he finds
effective. First, he reads Genesis 1:28. Then, he
asks the householder where and in what conditions
God wanted the human family to live. Most people
answer, “On earth, in good conditions.” Next, the
brother reads Isaiah 55:11 and asks whether God’s
purpose has changed. Often, the householder will
answer no. Finally, the brother reads Psalm 37:10,
11 and asks what mankind’s future will be like. Us-
ing this Scriptural reasoning, he has helped a num-
ber of people to understand that God still wants
good people to live forever in Paradise on earth.

16 Fourth, look for practical ways to show con-
sideration. For example, have we called at a time
that seems to be inconvenient for the household-
er? We can apologize and offer to return at a bet-
ter time. What if a householder needs help with a
minor task? Or what if someone who is home-

16-17. Bearing in mind Proverbs 3:27, what are some practical ways
that we can show fellow feeling? Illustrate.
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bound needs someone to run an errand? In such
cases, we may be able to help the person.—Read
Proverbs 3:27.

17 One sister had good results from a seemingly
small act of kindness. Moved by fellow feeling, she
wrote a letter to a family who had lost a child in
death. The letter included some comfort from the
Scriptures. How did the family respond? “I was
having a horrible day yesterday,” wrote the be-
reaved mother. “I don’t think you have any idea

A small act of kindness, such as sending an
encouraging letter, may do much good

(See paragraphs 16-17)
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what impact your letter had on us. I can’t thank
you enough or even begin to describe how much it
meant to us. I must have read your letter at least
20 times yesterday. I just could not believe how
kind, caring, and uplifting it was. Thank you from
the bottom of our hearts.” Without doubt, we can
experience good results when we put ourselves in
the place of those who suffer and then do some-
thing to help them.

KEEP A BALANCED VIEW OF YOUR ROLE
18 Of course, we want to keep a balanced view of

our role in the ministry.We can play a part in help-
ing others learn about God, but we do not play the
most important part. (Read 1 Corinthians 3:6, 7.)
Jehovah is the one who draws people. (John 6:44)
In the end, each individual will respond to the
good news based on his or her heart condition.
(Matt. 13:4-8) Remember that most people did not
accept Jesus’ message—and he was the greatest
Teacher who ever lived! Really, then, we should not
become discouraged if many of the people we try
to help do not respond favorably.

18. In line with 1 Corinthians 3:6, 7, what balanced view do we want
to keep?



19 We will see benefits when we show fellow feel-
ing in our ministry. We will enjoy our preaching
work more. We will experience the greater happi-
ness that comes from giving. And we make it eas-
ier for those who are “rightly disposed for ever-
lasting life” to accept the good news. (Acts 13:48)
So “as long as we have the opportunity, let us work
what is good toward all.” (Gal. 6:10) Then we will
have the joy of bringing glory to our heavenly Fa-
ther.—Matt. 5:16.

19. What benefits come from showing fellow feeling in our minis-
try?

HOWWOULDYOUANSWER?

˛ Why is it
important for
us to show
fellow feeling
in our ministry?

˛ What example
did Jesus set in
showing fellow
feeling in his
ministry?

˛ What are some
practical ways
that we can show
fellow feeling in
our preaching
work?

SONG 64
Sharing Joyfully in the Harvest



1. We live in the time of the harvest,
A priv’lege beyond all compare.

The wheat fields stand ready before us,
And eagerly we have a share.

With Jesus, our finest example,
Directing our work in the field,

How happy and honored we feel each day.
We joyfully share in the yield.

2. True love for our God and our neighbor
Now moves us to speed up our pace.

Both preaching and teaching are urgent,
For shortly the end we will face.

The joy we receive is a blessing,
A gift that Jehovah provides.

By faith we endure till this work is done
And joyfully share at his side.

64 Sharing Joyfully in the Harvest
(Matthew 13:1-23)

(See also Matt. 24:13; 1 Cor. 3:9; 2 Tim. 4:2.)




