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APRIL 1 -7 � 1 CORINTH IANS 7-9

˙ Song 136 and Prayer
˙ Opening Comments (3 min. or less)

TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD

APPLY YOURSELF TO THE FIELD MINISTRY

LIVING AS CHRISTIANS

˙ “Singleness—A Gift”: (10 min.)
1Co 7:32—Single Christians can serve Jehovah free
from the anxieties associated with married life
(w11 1/15 17-18 ˚3)
1Co 7:33, 34—Married Christians are “anxious for
the things of the world” (w08 7/15 27 ˚1)
1Co 7:37, 38—Christians who remain single in order
to pursue spiritual goals “will do better” than mar-
ried Christians (w96 10/15 12-13 ˚14)

˙ Digging for Spiritual Gems: (8 min.)
1Co 7:11—Under what circumstances might a
Christian consider marital separation? (lvs 251)

1Co 7:36—Why should Christians marry only when
“past the bloom of youth”? (w00 7/15 31 ˚2)

What has this week’s Bible reading taught you
about Jehovah?

What other spiritual gems have you discovered
in this week’s Bible reading?

˙ Bible Reading: (4 min. or less) 1Co 8:1-13 (5)

˙ Apply Yourself to Reading and Teaching: (10 min.)
Discussion. Play the video Scriptures Properly Intro-
duced, and then discuss study 4 of the Teaching
brochure.

˙ Talk: (5 min. or less) w12 11/15 20—Theme: Do
Those Who Choose to Remain Single Receive the
Gift of Singleness in a Mysterious Way? (12)

˙ Song 37
˙ Make a Success of Your Singleness: (15 min.)
Play the video (video category THE BIBLE). Then ask
the following questions: What challenge do many
single Christians face? (1Co 7:39) How is Jephthah’s
daughter a fine example? What does Jehovah give
to those walking in integrity? (Ps 84:11) How can
members of the congregation encourage single
ones? What are some avenues of service available
to single Christians?

˙ Congregation Bible Study: (30 min.) jy chap. 61

˙ Review Followed by Preview of Next Week (3 min.)
˙ Song 42 and Prayer

1 CORINTHIANS 7-9 � Singleness—A Gift

7:32, 35, 38

Throughout the years, many Christians have
come to appreciate that singleness has
unique advantages that may allow them to
expand their ministry, widen out in their love
for others, and draw closer to Jehovah.
FOR MEDITATION: If you are single, how can
you make the most of your circumstances?

How can others in the congregation encour-
age and support single ones?

Top left: witnessing tour across Australia,
1937; top right: Gilead graduate arriving at
her assignment in Mexico, 1947; bottom left:
preaching in Brazil; bottom right: attending
the School for Kingdom Evangelizers in Malawi
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136 “A Perfect Wage” From Jehovah
(Ruth 2:12)

Je - ho - vah is faith - ful and ful - ly a -ware Of all those who serve him whole-
At times we may feel that our lot in this life Has bur-dened us more than our

souled. He knows there are times their de - vo - tion and zeal Re -
share. And some - times it seems that the cares of the day Are

sult in their loss as fore - told. If you have left hous - es or
more than we’re a - ble to bear. The God of all com - fort takes

fam - ’ly or friends, Be sure that our God knows the sum. He
note of your need; You know he’s the Hear - er of prayer. His
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“A Perfect Wage” From Jehovah

Chorus

(See also Judg. 11:38-40; Isa. 41:10.)

makes it up now with our dear broth-er - hood And life in the new world to
Word and his spir - it and true, lov- ing friends Will bring to you com - fort and

come.
care. May Je - ho - vah re -ward what you have done. May he pro -

vide a per-fect wage for you. May you find ref - uge be-neath his

wings. Je - ho-vah is faith - ful; Je -ho-vah is true.



1531 1 CORINTHIANS 6:7–7:8
er goes to court against brother,
and before unbelievers at that!

7 Really, it is already a defeat
for you when you have lawsuits
with one another. Why not rath-
er let yourselves be wronged?a

Why do you not rather let
yourselves be defrauded? 8 In-
stead, you wrong and defraud,
and your brothers at that!

9 Or do you not know that un-
righteous people will not inherit
God’s Kingdom?b Do not be mis-
led.� Those who are sexually im-
moral,�c idolaters,d adulterers,e
men who submit to homosexu-
al acts, f men who practice homo-
sexuality,�g 10 thieves, greedy
people,h drunkards, i revilers,�
and extortioners will not inher-
it God’s Kingdom. j 11 And yet
that is what some of you were.
But you have been washed
clean;k you have been sanctified; l
you have been declared righ-
teousm in the name of the Lord
Jesus Christ and with the spirit
of our God.

12 All things are lawful� for
me, but not all things are ad-
vantageous.n All things are law-
ful for me, but I will not let my-
self be controlled� by anything.
13 Food is for the stomach and
the stomach is for food, but God
will bring both of them to noth-
ing.o The body is not for sexu-
al immorality� but for the Lord,p
and the Lord is for the body.
14 But God raised up the Lordq

and will also raise us up out of
deathr through his power.s

15 Do you not know that your
bodies are members of Christ?t

Should I, then, take the members
of the Christ away and join them
to a prostitute? By no means!

6:9 �Or “deceived.” �See Glossary,
“Sexual immorality.” �Or “men who
have sex with men.” Lit., “men who lie
with men.” 6:10 �Or “the verbally abu-
sive.” 6:12 �Or “permissible.” �Or
“brought under authority.” 6:13, 18
�Greek, por·nei�a. See Glossary.

16 Do you not know that any-
one who is joined to a prostitute
is one body with her? For “the
two,” says he, “will be one flesh.”a

17 But whoever is joined to
the Lord is one with him in
spirit.b 18 Flee from sexual im-
morality!�c Every other sin that
a man may commit is outside his
body, but whoever practices sex-
ual immorality is sinning against
his own body.d 19 Do you not
know that your body is the tem-
plee of the holy spirit within you,
which you have from God?f Also,
you do not belong to yourselves,g
20 for you were bought with a
price.h By all means, glorify God i

in your body. j

7 Now concerning the things
about which you wrote, it is

better for a man not to touch�
a woman; 2 but because of the
prevalence of sexual immorali-
ty,� let each man have his own
wifek and each woman have her
own husband. l 3 Let the hus-
band give to his wife her due,
and let the wife also do likewise
to her husband.m 4 The wife
does not have authority over
her own body, but her husband
does; likewise, the husband does
not have authority over his own
body, but his wife does. 5 Do
not deprive each other except by
mutual consent for an appoint-
ed time, so that you may devote
time to prayer and may come to-
gether again, in order that Sa-
tan may not keep tempting you
for your lack of self-control.
6 However, I say this by way of
concession, not as a command.
7 But I wish all men were as I
am. Nevertheless, each one has
his own giftn from God, one in
this way, another in that way.

8 Now I say to those who are
unmarried and to the widows that
it is better for them if they remain

7:1 �That is, to have sexual contact
with. 7:2 �Plural of the Greek por-
nei�a. See Glossary.

CHAP. 6
a Mt 5:39, 40

b Eph 5:5
Re 22:15

c Re 21:8

d Col 3:5

e Heb 13:4

f Ro 1:27

g 1Ti 1:9, 10

h 1Co 5:11

i De 21:20, 21
Pr 23:20
1Pe 4:3

j Heb 12:14

k Ac 22:16
Heb 10:22

l Eph 5:25, 26
2Th 2:13

m Ro 5:18

n 1Co 10:23

o Ro 14:17

p 1Th 4:3

q Ac 2:24

r 2Co 4:14

s Ro 8:11
Eph 1:19, 20

t Ro 12:4, 5
1Co 12:18, 27
Eph 4:15
Eph 5:29, 30
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Second Col.
a Ge 2:24

Mt 19:4, 5

b Joh 17:20, 21

c Ge 39:10-12
1Th 4:3

d Ro 1:24, 27

e 2Co 6:16

f 1Co 3:16

g Ro 14:8

h 1Co 7:23
Heb 9:12
1Pe 1:18, 19

i Mt 5:16

j Ro 12:1
��������������������

CHAP. 7
k Pr 5:18, 19

l Ge 2:24
Heb 13:4

m Ex 21:10
1Co 7:5

n Mt 19:10, 11



1 CORINTHIANS 7:9-32 1532
as I am.a 9 But if they do not
have self-control, let them marry,
for it is better to marry than to
be inflamed with passion.b

10 To the married people I
give instructions, not I but
the Lord, that a wife should
not separate from her husband.c
11 But if she does separate, let
her remain unmarried or else
be reconciled with her husband;
and a husband should not leave
his wife.d

12 But to the others I say, yes,
I, not the Lord:e If any brother
has an unbelieving wife and she
is agreeable to staying with him,
let him not leave her; 13 and if
a woman has an unbelieving
husband and he is agreeable
to staying with her, let her not
leave her husband. 14 For the
unbelieving husband is sancti-
fied in relation to his wife, and
the unbelieving wife is sanctified
in relation to the brother; other-
wise, your children would be un-
clean, but now they are holy.
15 But if the unbelieving one
chooses to depart,� let him de-
part; a brother or a sister is not
bound under such circumstanc-
es, but God has called you to
peace.f 16 For wife, how do you
know whether you will save your
husband?g Or, husband, how do
you know whether you will save
your wife?

17 Nevertheless, just as Jeho-
vah� has given each one a por-
tion, let each one so walk as
God has called him.h And so I
give this directive in all the con-
gregations. 18 Was any man
already circumcised when he
was called? i Let him not undo
his circumcision. Has any man
been called while uncircum-
cised? Let him not get circum-
cised. j 19 Circumcision means
nothing, and uncircumcision
means nothing;k what means

7:15 �Or “separate.” 7:17 �See
App. A5.

something is the observing of
God’s commandments.a 20 In
whatever state each one was
called, let him remain in it.b
21 Were you called when a
slave? Do not let it concern you;c
but if you can become free, then
seize the opportunity. 22 For
anyone who was called in the
Lord when a slave is the Lord’s
freedman;d likewise anyone who
was called when a freeman is
a slave of Christ. 23 You were
bought with a price;e stop be-
coming slaves of men. 24 In
whatever state each one was
called, brothers, let him remain
in it before God.

25 Now concerning virgins,�
I have no command from the
Lord, but I give my opinionf

as one who had mercy shown
him by the Lord to be faithful.
26 Therefore, I think that it is
best for a man to continue as he
is in view of the present difficul-
ty. 27 Are you bound to a wife?
Stop seeking a release.g Are you
freed from a wife? Stop seek-
ing a wife. 28 But even if you
did marry, you would commit no
sin. And if a virgin married, such
a person would commit no sin.
However, those who do will have
tribulation in their flesh. But I
am trying to spare you.

29 Moreover, this I say, broth-
ers, the time left is reduced.h
From now on, let those who have
wives be as though they had
none, 30 and those who weep
as those who do not weep, and
those who rejoice as those who
do not rejoice, and those who
buy as those who do not pos-
sess, 31 and those making use
of the world as those not using
it to the full; for the scene of this
world is changing. 32 Indeed, I
want you to be free from anxi-
ety. The unmarried man is anx-
ious for the things of the Lord,

7:25 �Or “those who have never mar-
ried.”

CHAP. 7
a 1Co 7:39, 40

1Co 9:5

b 1Th 4:4, 5
1Ti 5:11, 14

c Mt 5:32
Mt 19:6

d Mr 10:11
Lu 16:18

e 1Co 7:25, 40

f Heb 12:14

g 1Pe 3:1, 2

h 1Co 7:7

i Ac 21:20

j Ac 10:45
Ac 15:1, 24
Ga 5:2

k Ga 6:15
Col 3:11
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Second Col.
a Ec 12:13

Jer 7:23
Ro 2:25
Ga 5:6
1Jo 5:3

b 1Co 7:17

c Ga 3:28

d Joh 8:36
Phm 15, 16

e 1Co 6:19, 20
Heb 9:12
1Pe 1:18, 19

f 1Co 7:12
1Co 7:40

g Mal 2:16
Mt 19:6
Eph 5:33

h Ro 13:11
1Pe 4:7



1533 1 CORINTHIANS 7:33–9:2
how he may gain the Lord’s
approval. 33 But the married
man is anxious for the things of
the world,a how he may gain the
approval of his wife, 34 and he
is divided. Further, the un-
married woman, as well as the
virgin, is anxious for the things
of the Lord,b that she may be
holy both in her body and in
her spirit. However, the married
woman is anxious for the things
of the world, how she may gain
the approval of her husband.
35 But I am saying this for your
personal advantage, not to re-
strict� you, but to move you to
what is appropriate and to con-
stant devotion to the Lord with-
out distraction.

36 But if anyone thinks he is
behaving improperly by remain-
ing unmarried,� and if he is
past the bloom of youth, then
this is what should take place:
Let him do what he wants; he
does not sin. Let them marry.c
37 But if anyone stands settled
in his heart and has no neces-
sity, but has authority over his
own will and has made the deci-
sion in his own heart to remain
unmarried,� he will do well.d
38 So also, whoever marries�
does well, but whoever does not
marry will do better.e

39 A wife is bound as long
as her husband is alive. f But if
her husband should fall asleep in
death, she is free to be married
to whomever she wants, only in
the Lord.g 40 But in my opin-
ion, she is happier if she remains
as she is; and I certainly think
I also have God’s spirit.

8 Now concerning food of-
fered to idols:h We know we

all have knowledge. i Knowledge
puffs up, but love builds up. j
2 If anyone thinks he knows

7:35 �Lit., “to cast a noose upon.”
7:36 �Or “toward his virginity.” 7:37
�Or “to keep his own virginity.” 7:38
�Or “gives his virginity in marriage.”

something, he does not yet know
it as he should know it. 3 But
if anyone loves God, this one is
known by him.

4 Now concerning the eating
of food offered to idols, we know
that an idol is nothinga in the
world and that there is no God
but one.b 5 For even though
there are so-called gods, wheth-
er in heaven or on earth, c just as
there are many “gods” and many
“lords,” 6 there is actually to
us one God,d the Father,e from
whom all things are and we for
him; f and there is one Lord, Je-
sus Christ, through whom all
things areg and we through him.

7 However, not all have this
knowledge.h But some, because
of their former association with
the idol, eat food as something
sacrificed to an idol, i and their
conscience, being weak, is de-
filed. j 8 But food will not bring
us nearer to God;k we are no
worse off if we do not eat,
nor better off if we eat. l 9 But
keep watching that your right to
choose does not somehow be-
come a stumbling block to those
who are weak.m 10 For if any-
one should see you who have
knowledge having a meal in an
idol temple, will not the con-
science of that one who is weak
be emboldened to the point of
eating food offered to idols?
11 So by your knowledge the
man who is weak is being ru-
ined, your brother for whose
sake Christ died.n 12 When you
sin against your brothers in this
way and wound their weak con-
science,o you are sinning against
Christ. 13 That is why if food
makes my brother stumble, I will
never again eat meat at all, so
that I will not make my brother
stumble.p

9 Am I not free? Am I not an
apostle? Have I not seen Je-

sus our Lord?q Are you not my
work in the Lord? 2 Even if

CHAP. 7
a 1Ti 5:8

b 1Ti 5:5

c Mt 19:12
1Co 7:28

d Mt 19:10, 11

e 1Co 7:32

f Ro 7:2

g Ge 24:2, 3
De 7:3, 4
Ne 13:25, 26
2Co 6:14
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CHAP. 8
h Ac 15:20, 29

i Ro 14:14
1Co 8:10

j 1Co 8:13
1Co 13:4, 5
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Second Col.
a De 32:21

2Ki 19:17, 18
Jer 16:20

b De 6:4
De 32:39

c Ps 82:1, 6
Joh 10:34, 35

d 1Ti 2:5

e Mal 2:10
Mt 23:9

f Ac 17:28
Ro 11:36

g Joh 1:1, 3
Col 1:15, 16

h Ro 14:14

i 1Co 10:27, 28

j Ro 14:23

k Ro 14:17

l Heb 13:9

m Ro 14:13, 20

n Ro 14:15

o 1Co 10:28, 29

p Mt 18:6
Ro 14:15, 21
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CHAP. 9
q Ac 9:3-5

1Co 15:7, 8



1 CORINTHIANS 9:3-25 1534
I am not an apostle to others,
I most certainly am to you! For
you are the seal confirming my
apostleship in the Lord.

3 My defense to those who
examine me is as follows: 4 We
have the right� to eat and drink,
do we not? 5 We have the right
to be accompanied by a believ-
ing wife,�a as the rest of the
apostles and the Lord’s broth-
ersb and Ce�phas,�c do we not?
6 Or is it only Bar�na·basd and
I who do not have the right to re-
frain from working for a living?
7 What soldier ever serves at
his own expense? Who plants a
vineyard and does not eat of its
fruit?e Or who shepherds a flock
and does not partake of some of
the milk of the flock?

8 Am I saying these things
from a human viewpoint? Or
does not the Law also say these
things? 9 For it is written in the
Law of Moses: “You must not
muzzle a bull when it is thresh-
ing out the grain.”f Is it bulls that
God is concerned about? 10 Or
is it actually for our sakes that
he says it? It was really writ-
ten for our sakes, because the
man who plows and the man who
threshes ought to do so in the
hope of receiving a share.

11 If we have sown spiritual
things among you, is it too much
if we reap material support from
you?g 12 If other men have this
rightful claim over you, do we
not have it much more so?
Nevertheless, we have not made
use of this right,�h but we
are enduring all things so that
we might not in any way hinder
the good news about the Christ. i
13 Do you not know that the
men performing sacred duties
eat the things of the temple, and
that those regularly serving at
the altar receive a share from

9:4, 12 �Lit., “authority.” 9:5 �Or “a
sister as a wife.” �Also called Peter.

the altar?a 14 In this way, too,
the Lord commanded for those
proclaiming the good news to
live by means of the good news.b

15 But I have not made use
of a single one of these provi-
sions. c Indeed, I have not written
these things so that this would
be done for me, for it would be
better to die than—no man will
take away my grounds for boast-
ing!d 16 Now if I am declaring
the good news, it is no reason
for me to boast, for necessity
is laid upon me. Really, woe to
me if I do not declare the good
news!e 17 If I do this willingly,
I have a reward; but even if I
do it against my will, I still have
a stewardship entrusted to me.f
18 What, then, is my reward?
That when I declare the good
news, I may offer the good news
without cost, to avoid abusing
my authority� in the good news.

19 For though I am free from
all people, I have made myself
the slave to all, so that I may
gain as many people as possi-
ble. 20 To the Jews I became
as a Jew in order to gain Jews;g
to those under law I became
as under law, though I myself am
not under law, in order to gain
those under law.h 21 To those
without law I became as without
law, although I am not without
law toward God but under law
toward Christ, i in order to gain
those without law. 22 To the
weak I became weak, in order
to gain the weak. j I have be-
come all things to people of all
sorts, so that I might by all pos-
sible means save some. 23 But
I do all things for the sake of the
good news, in order to share it
with others.k

24 Do you not know that the
runners in a race all run, but
only one receives the prize? Run
in such a way that you may win
it. l 25 Now everyone compet-

9:18 �Or “rights.”

CHAP. 9
a Mt 19:11

b Mt 13:55
Ga 1:19

c Joh 1:42

d Ac 13:2

e De 20:6
Pr 27:18

f De 25:4
1Ti 5:18

g Ro 15:26, 27
Ga 6:6
Php 4:15-17

h Ac 18:3
Ac 20:34
2Th 3:7, 8

i 2Co 6:3
2Co 11:7
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Second Col.
a Le 6:14, 16

Nu 18:30, 31
De 18:1

b Mt 10:9, 10
Lu 10:7, 8

c Ac 18:3
Ac 20:34
1Co 4:11, 12
2Th 3:8

d 2Co 11:8-10

e Eze 3:18

f Ga 2:7
Eph 3:1, 2
Col 1:25

g Ac 16:3
Ac 18:18

h Ac 21:24, 26

i Joh 13:34
Ga 6:2

j Ro 14:1
Ro 15:1
2Co 11:29

k Ac 19:26
1Th 2:8

l Mt 10:22
Php 3:14
2Ti 4:7, 8



1535 1 CORINTHIANS 9:26–10:24
ing in a contest� exercises self-
control in all things. Of course,
they do it to receive a crown that
can perish,a but we, one that
does not perish.b 26 There-
fore, the way I am running is not
aimlessly;c the way I am aiming
my blows is so as not to be strik-
ing the air; 27 but I pummel�
my bodyd and lead it as a slave,
so that after I have preached to
others, I myself should not be-
come disapproved� somehow.

10 Now I want you to know,
brothers, that our fore-

fathers were all under the cloude

and all passed through the seaf

2 and all got baptized into Mo-
ses by means of the cloud and of
the sea, 3 and all ate the same
spiritual foodg 4 and all drank
the same spiritual drink.h For
they used to drink from the spir-
itual rock that followed them,
and that rock meant� the Christ. i
5 Nevertheless, God was not
pleased with most of them, for
they were struck down in the
wilderness. j

6 Now these things became
examples for us, in order for us
not to desire injurious things,
as they desired them.k 7 Nei-
ther become idolaters, as some
of them did; just as it is written:
“The people sat down to eat and
drink. Then they got up to have
a good time.” l 8 Neither let us
practice sexual immorality,� as
some of them committed sexual
immorality,� only to fall, 23,000
of them in one day.m 9 Neither
let us put Jehovah� to the test,n
as some of them put him to the
test, only to perish by the ser-
pents.o 10 Neither be murmur-
ers, as some of them murmured,p
only to perish by the destroyer.q
11 Now these things happened
to them as examples, and they

9:25 �Or “every athlete.” 9:27 �Or
“punish; strictly discipline.” �Or “dis-
qualified.” 10:4 �Or “was.” 10:8
�See Glossary. 10:9, 21, 22 �See
App. A5.

were written for a warning to usa

upon whom the ends of the sys-
tems of things have come.

12 So let the one who thinks
he is standing beware that he
does not fall.b 13 No tempta-
tion has come upon you ex-
cept what is common to men.c
But God is faithful, and he will
not let you be tempted beyond
what you can bear,d but along
with the temptation he will also
make the way out so that you
may be able to endure it.e

14 Therefore, my beloved
ones, flee from idolatry.f 15 I
speak as to men with discern-
ment; judge for yourselves what
I say. 16 The cup of blessing
that we bless, is it not a shar-
ing in the blood of the Christ?g

The loaf that we break, is it
not a sharing in the body of
the Christ?h 17 Because there
is one loaf, we, although many,
are one body, i for we are all par-
taking of that one loaf.

18 Look at Israel in the flesh-
ly sense: Are not those who eat
the sacrifices sharers with the
altar? j 19 What, then, am I say-
ing? That what is sacrificed
to an idol is anything, or that
an idol is anything? 20 No; but
I say that what the nations sac-
rifice, they sacrifice to demons
and not to God;k and I do
not want you to become sharers
with the demons. l 21 You can-
not be drinking the cup of Jeho-
vah� and the cup of demons; you
cannot be partaking of “the table
of Jehovah”�m and the table of
demons. 22 Or ‘are we inciting
Jehovah� to jealousy’?n We are
not stronger than he is, are we?

23 All things are lawful,� but
not all things are advantageous.
All things are lawful, but not all
things build up.o 24 Let each
one keep seeking, not his own
advantage, but that of the other
person.p

10:23 �Or “permissible.”

CHAP. 9
a 2Ti 2:5
b Jas 1:12
c Ga 2:2

Php 2:16
Heb 12:1

d Ro 8:13
Col 3:5

��������������������

CHAP. 10
e Ex 13:21
f Ex 14:21, 22
g Ex 16:14, 15
h Ex 17:6
i Nu 20:11

Joh 4:10, 25
j Nu 14:29

Nu 14:35
k Nu 11:4, 34
l Ex 32:4, 6
m Nu 25:1, 9
n De 6:16
o Nu 21:5, 6

Mt 4:7
p Nu 14:2
q Nu 14:36, 37
��������������������

Second Col.
a Ro 15:4
b Pr 28:14

Lu 22:33, 34
Ga 6:1

c 1Pe 5:8, 9
d Lu 22:31, 32

2Pe 2:9
e Isa 40:29

Php 4:13
f De 4:25, 26

2Co 6:17
1Jo 5:21

g Mt 26:27, 28
h Mt 26:26

Lu 22:19
1Co 12:18

i Ro 12:5
j Le 7:15
k De 32:17
l Jude 6
m Eze 41:22

Mal 1:12
n Ex 34:14

De 32:21
o Ro 14:19

Ro 15:2
p 1Co 10:32, 33

1Co 13:4, 5
Php 2:4
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APRIL 1 -7 � 1 CORINTH IANS 7-9

˙ Song 136 and Prayer
˙ Opening Comments (3 min. or less)

TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD

APPLY YOURSELF TO THE FIELD MINISTRY

LIVING AS CHRISTIANS

˙ “Singleness—A Gift”: (10 min.)
1Co 7:32—Single Christians can serve Jehovah free
from the anxieties associated with married life
(w11 1/15 17-18 ˚3)
1Co 7:33, 34—Married Christians are “anxious for
the things of the world” (w08 7/15 27 ˚1)
1Co 7:37, 38—Christians who remain single in order
to pursue spiritual goals “will do better” than mar-
ried Christians (w96 10/15 12-13 ˚14)

˙ Digging for Spiritual Gems: (8 min.)
1Co 7:11—Under what circumstances might a
Christian consider marital separation? (lvs 251)

1Co 7:36—Why should Christians marry only when
“past the bloom of youth”? (w00 7/15 31 ˚2)

What has this week’s Bible reading taught you
about Jehovah?

What other spiritual gems have you discovered
in this week’s Bible reading?

˙ Bible Reading: (4 min. or less) 1Co 8:1-13 (5)

˙ Apply Yourself to Reading and Teaching: (10 min.)
Discussion. Play the video Scriptures Properly Intro-
duced, and then discuss study 4 of the Teaching
brochure.

˙ Talk: (5 min. or less) w12 11/15 20—Theme: Do
Those Who Choose to Remain Single Receive the
Gift of Singleness in a Mysterious Way? (12)

˙ Song 37
˙ Make a Success of Your Singleness: (15 min.)
Play the video (video category THE BIBLE). Then ask
the following questions: What challenge do many
single Christians face? (1Co 7:39) How is Jephthah’s
daughter a fine example? What does Jehovah give
to those walking in integrity? (Ps 84:11) How can
members of the congregation encourage single
ones? What are some avenues of service available
to single Christians?

˙ Congregation Bible Study: (30 min.) jy chap. 61

˙ Review Followed by Preview of Next Week (3 min.)
˙ Song 42 and Prayer

1 CORINTHIANS 7-9 � Singleness—A Gift

7:32, 35, 38

Throughout the years, many Christians have
come to appreciate that singleness has
unique advantages that may allow them to
expand their ministry, widen out in their love
for others, and draw closer to Jehovah.
FOR MEDITATION: If you are single, how can
you make the most of your circumstances?

How can others in the congregation encour-
age and support single ones?

Top left: witnessing tour across Australia,
1937; top right: Gilead graduate arriving at
her assignment in Mexico, 1947; bottom left:
preaching in Brazil; bottom right: attending
the School for Kingdom Evangelizers in Malawi



April 1-7 / 1 Corinthians 7-9 

Treasures From God’s Word 

1 Corinthians 7:32—Single Christians can serve Jehovah free from the anxieties associated 
with married life 

1 Corinthians 7:32: Indeed, I want you to be free from anxiety. The unmarried man is anxious for the 
things of the Lord, how he may gain the Lord’s approval. 

w11 1/15 17-18 paragraph 3 

A single person often has more time and greater personal freedom than a married person does. (1 
Corinthians 7:32-35) These are unique advantages that may allow him to expand his ministry, widen 
out in love for others, and draw closer to Jehovah. A number of Christians, therefore, have come to 
appreciate the benefits of singleness and have decided to “make room for it,” at least for a time. 
Others may not have initially planned for singleness, but when their circumstances changed, they 
prayerfully reflected on their situation and realized that with Jehovah’s help they too could be settled 
in their heart. Thus, they accepted their changed circumstances and made room for singleness.—1 
Corinthians 7:37, 38. 

  

1 Corinthians 7:33, 34—Married Christians are “anxious for the things of the world” 

1 Corinthians 7:33, 34: But the married man is anxious for the things of the world, how he may gain 
the approval of his wife, and he is divided. Further, the unmarried woman, as well as the virgin, is 
anxious for the things of the Lord, that she may be holy both in her body and in her spirit. However, 
the married woman is anxious for the things of the world, how she may gain the approval of her 
husband. 

w08 7/15 27 paragraph 1 

What is meant by “the things of the world” for which a married man or woman is anxious? Paul is 
referring to the mundane things in life with which married Christians need to be concerned. These 
include food, clothing, and housing, but exclude the bad things of this world, which Christians shun.—
1 John 2:15-17. 

  

1 Corinthians 7:37, 38—Christians who remain single in order to pursue spiritual goals “will 
do better” than married Christians 

1 Corinthians 7:37, 38: But if anyone stands settled in his heart and has no necessity, but has 
authority over his own will and has made the decision in his own heart to remain unmarried, he will do 
well. So also, whoever marries does well, but whoever does not marry will do better. 

w96 10/15 12-13 paragraph 14 

A single Christian who uses his unmarried state to pursue selfish goals is not doing “better” than 
married Christians. He is remaining single, not “on account of the kingdom,” but for personal reasons. 



(Matthew 19:12) The unmarried man or woman should be “anxious for the things of the Lord,” be 
anxious to “gain the Lord’s approval,” and be in “constant attendance upon the Lord without 
distraction.” This means devoting undivided attention to serving Jehovah and Christ Jesus. Only by 
so doing are unmarried Christian men and women doing “better” than married Christians. 

  

Digging for Spiritual Gems 

1 Corinthians 7:11—Under what circumstances might a Christian consider marital separation? 

1 Corinthians 7:11: But if she does separate, let her remain unmarried or else be reconciled with her 
husband; and a husband should not leave his wife. 

lvs 251 

At times, some Christians have decided to separate from their mate even though no immorality has 
taken place. (1 Corinthians 7:11) In the following situations, a Christian may consider separation. 

• Willful nonsupport: A husband refuses to provide for the family materially, to the point that the family 
is left without money or food.—1 Timothy 5:8. 

• Severe physical abuse: Physical abuse to the point that a mate feels that his or her health or life is 
in danger.—Galatians 5:19-21. 

• Absolute endangerment of a person’s relationship with Jehovah: A husband or a wife makes it 
impossible for the mate to serve Jehovah.—Acts 5:29. 

  

1 Corinthians 7:36—Why should Christians marry only when “past the bloom of youth”? 

1 Corinthians 7:36: But if anyone thinks he is behaving improperly by remaining unmarried, and if he 
is past the bloom of youth, then this is what should take place: Let him do what he wants; he does not 
sin. Let them marry. 

w00 7/15 31 paragraph 2 

Young people, then, should not rush into marriage when they first experience an awakening of sexual 
impulses. Marriage requires a commitment, and living up to such a responsibility calls for maturity. 
(Genesis 2:24) Better it is to wait until one is “past the bloom of youth”—the period when sexual 
feelings run strong and can distort one’s judgment. (1 Corinthians 7:36) And how unwise and sinful it 
is for an adult desiring to marry to get involved in immoral relations simply because a prospective 
marriage partner is not available! 

  

What has this week’s Bible reading taught you about Jehovah? 

What other spiritual gems have you discovered in this week’s Bible reading? 

• Bible Reading: (4 minutes or less) 1 Corinthians 8:1-13 (th study 5) 
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˙ Digging for Spiritual Gems: (8 min.)
1Co 7:11—Under what circumstances might a
Christian consider marital separation? (lvs 251)

1Co 7:36—Why should Christians marry only when
“past the bloom of youth”? (w00 7/15 31 ˚2)

What has this week’s Bible reading taught you
about Jehovah?

What other spiritual gems have you discovered
in this week’s Bible reading?

˙ Bible Reading: (4 min. or less) 1Co 8:1-13 (5)

˙ Apply Yourself to Reading and Teaching: (10 min.)
Discussion. Play the video Scriptures Properly Intro-
duced, and then discuss study 4 of the Teaching
brochure.

˙ Talk: (5 min. or less) w12 11/15 20—Theme: Do
Those Who Choose to Remain Single Receive the
Gift of Singleness in a Mysterious Way? (12)

˙ Song 37
˙ Make a Success of Your Singleness: (15 min.)
Play the video (video category THE BIBLE). Then ask
the following questions: What challenge do many
single Christians face? (1Co 7:39) How is Jephthah’s
daughter a fine example? What does Jehovah give
to those walking in integrity? (Ps 84:11) How can
members of the congregation encourage single
ones? What are some avenues of service available
to single Christians?

˙ Congregation Bible Study: (30 min.) jy chap. 61

˙ Review Followed by Preview of Next Week (3 min.)
˙ Song 42 and Prayer

1 CORINTHIANS 7-9 � Singleness—A Gift

7:32, 35, 38

Throughout the years, many Christians have
come to appreciate that singleness has
unique advantages that may allow them to
expand their ministry, widen out in their love
for others, and draw closer to Jehovah.
FOR MEDITATION: If you are single, how can
you make the most of your circumstances?

How can others in the congregation encour-
age and support single ones?

Top left: witnessing tour across Australia,
1937; top right: Gilead graduate arriving at
her assignment in Mexico, 1947; bottom left:
preaching in Brazil; bottom right: attending
the School for Kingdom Evangelizers in Malawi

https://tv.jw.org/#en/mediaitems/pub-thv_4_VIDEO


4Scriptures Properly
Introduced

SUMMARY: Prepare the minds of your listeners
before you read a scripture.

HOW TO DO IT:

Matthew 22:41-45

˘ Determine why you are reading the
scripture. Introduce each scripture
in a way that draws your listeners’
attention to the key point you are
making with the verse.

Take the context into account.
Attribute quotations to the correct
speaker and Bible books to the
correct writer.

˘ Cite the Bible as an authority. When you are speaking to people who
believe in God, draw attention to the Bible as God’s Word, thus
crediting it as the highest source of wisdom.

˘ Arouse interest in the scripture.
Ask a question that the scripture
will answer, pose a problem that
the scripture will help solve, or
state a principle that the Scriptural
account will illustrate.

Take into account what your
listeners already know about
the subject and the scripture.
Introduce even a familiar text in
an appealing way, and help your
listeners to take a fresh look at it.

TEACHING 7



ˇ Consider the setting in which Jesus made his
remarks on singleness. When Pharisees came to
him and brought up the subject of divorce, Je-
sus made clear Jehovah’s standard for marriage.
While the Law allowed a man to write out a cer-
tificate of divorce for his wife in case he discov-
ered “something indecent” in her, this was not
the case from the beginning. (Deut. 24:1, 2) Then
Jesus stated: “Whoever divorces his wife, except
on the ground of fornication, and marries anoth-
er commits adultery.”—Matt. 19:3-9.

On hearing this, the disciples declared: “If such
is the situation of a man with his wife, it is not
advisable to marry.” In reply, Jesus said: “Not all
men make room for the saying, but only those
who have the gift. For there are eunuchs that were
born such from their mother’s womb, and there
are eunuchs that were made eunuchs by men,
and there are eunuchs that have made themselves
eunuchs on account of the kingdom of the heav-
ens. Let him that can make room for it make room
for it.”—Matt. 19:10-12.

Literal eunuchs were those
who were born such because of
birth defects or who were made
that way by accident or mutila-
tion. However, there were also
those who freely made them-
selves eunuchs. Though eligible
for marriage, they exercised self-
control and remained single “on
account of the kingdom of the
heavens.” Like Jesus, they chose
the state of singleness so that
they could devote themselves to
Kingdom service. They were nei-
ther born with the gift of single-

ness nor granted such a gift. They actually made
room for it. That is, they deliberately acquired the
gift.

Building upon what Jesus said, the apostle Paul
explained that while all Christians—single or
married—can serve God acceptably, single ones
who are ‘settled in their heart’ about their sta-
tus “do better.” How so? Married people must di-
vide their time and energy to please and care for
their mate. On the other hand, single Christians
can apply themselves to the Lord’s service with-
out that obligation. They consider their position a
“gift” from God.—1 Cor. 7:7, 32-38.

Thus, the Scriptures tell us that a Christian
does not receive the gift of singleness in some
mysterious way. Rather, he cultivates it by re-
maining unmarried so as to advance Kingdom in-
terests without distraction. Many today have re-
solved in their heart to stay single for this reason,
and others do well to be a source of encourage-
ment to them.

Do Jesus’ words found at Matthew 19:10-12 suggest
that those who choose to remain single have received
the gift of singleness in a mysterious way?

20
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37 Serving JehovahWhole-Souled
(Matthew 22:37)

O Je - ho - vah, Sov - ’reign Rul - er,
Fa - ther, all your works ex - alt you.

You are the one I love and o - bey.
Earth, moon, and stars your glo - ry pro - claim.

You de - serve my full de - vo - tion;
May I al - so be as faith - ful,

You are my God; I’ll serve you each day.
Us - ing my strength to make known your name.
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Serving Jehovah Whole -Souled

Chorus

(See also Deut. 6:15; Ps. 40:8; 113:1-3; Eccl. 5:4; John 4:34.)

Your com - mands I loy - al - ly fol - low;
May I use my whole life to serve you,

How I love re - mind - ers from you!
Prov - ing to be loy - al and true.

O Je - ho - vah, you are wor - thy;

Whole - souled de - vo - tion I give to you.
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APRIL 1 -7 � 1 CORINTH IANS 7-9
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˙ Opening Comments (3 min. or less)

TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD

APPLY YOURSELF TO THE FIELD MINISTRY

LIVING AS CHRISTIANS

˙ “Singleness—A Gift”: (10 min.)
1Co 7:32—Single Christians can serve Jehovah free
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(w11 1/15 17-18 ˚3)
1Co 7:33, 34—Married Christians are “anxious for
the things of the world” (w08 7/15 27 ˚1)
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1Co 7:11—Under what circumstances might a
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What has this week’s Bible reading taught you
about Jehovah?
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in this week’s Bible reading?

˙ Bible Reading: (4 min. or less) 1Co 8:1-13 (5)

˙ Apply Yourself to Reading and Teaching: (10 min.)
Discussion. Play the video Scriptures Properly Intro-
duced, and then discuss study 4 of the Teaching
brochure.

˙ Talk: (5 min. or less) w12 11/15 20—Theme: Do
Those Who Choose to Remain Single Receive the
Gift of Singleness in a Mysterious Way? (12)
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˙ Make a Success of Your Singleness: (15 min.)
Play the video (video category THE BIBLE). Then ask
the following questions: What challenge do many
single Christians face? (1Co 7:39) How is Jephthah’s
daughter a fine example? What does Jehovah give
to those walking in integrity? (Ps 84:11) How can
members of the congregation encourage single
ones? What are some avenues of service available
to single Christians?

˙ Congregation Bible Study: (30 min.) jy chap. 61

˙ Review Followed by Preview of Next Week (3 min.)
˙ Song 42 and Prayer

1 CORINTHIANS 7-9 � Singleness—A Gift

7:32, 35, 38

Throughout the years, many Christians have
come to appreciate that singleness has
unique advantages that may allow them to
expand their ministry, widen out in their love
for others, and draw closer to Jehovah.
FOR MEDITATION: If you are single, how can
you make the most of your circumstances?

How can others in the congregation encour-
age and support single ones?

Top left: witnessing tour across Australia,
1937; top right: Gilead graduate arriving at
her assignment in Mexico, 1947; bottom left:
preaching in Brazil; bottom right: attending
the School for Kingdom Evangelizers in Malawi

https://tv.jw.org/#en/mediaitems/pub-jwbai_201509_1_VIDEO


When Jesus, Peter, James, and John descend
from the mountain, they meet a large crowd.
Something is wrong. Scribes are gathered
around the disciples, arguing with them. The
people are quite surprised to see Jesus, and
they run to greet him. “What are you arguing
about with them?” he asks.—Mark 9:16.

A man from the crowd kneels before Jesus
and explains: “Teacher, I brought my son to you
because he has a speechless spirit. Wherever it
seizes him, it throws him to the ground, and he
foams at the mouth and grinds his teeth and
loses his strength. I asked your disciples to ex-
pel it, but they were not able to do so.”—Mark
9:17, 18.

Apparently, the scribes are criticizing the dis-
ciples because of their failure to heal the boy,
perhaps ridiculing their efforts. So instead of

replying to the distraught father, Jesus ad-
dresses the crowd, saying: “O faithless and
twisted generation, how long must I continue
with you? How long must I put up with you?”
These strong words certainly apply to the
scribes who have been making trouble for his
disciples in his absence. Turning to the dis-
tressed father, Jesus says: “Bring him here to
me.”—Matthew 17:17.

As the boy approaches Jesus, the demon
that possesses him knocks him to the ground
and throws him into a violent convulsion. The
boy keeps rolling on the ground, foaming at
the mouth. “How long has this been happen-
ing to him?” Jesus asks the father. He answers:
“From childhood on, and often it would throw
him into the fire and also into the water to de-
stroy him.” The man pleads: “If you can do any-

JESUS HEALS A DEMON-POSSESSED BOY
MATTHEW 17:14-20 MARK 9:14-29 LUKE 9:37-43



thing, have pity on us and help us.”—Mark 9:
21, 22.

The father is desperate, because even Je-
sus’ disciples have not been able to help. In re-
sponse to the man’s desperate appeal, Jesus
gives the encouraging assurance: “That expres-
sion, ‘If you can’! Why, all things are possible for
the one who has faith.” Immediately the father
cries out: “I have faith! Help me out where I need
faith!”—Mark 9:23, 24.

Jesus notices the crowd running toward him.
With all of these looking on, Jesus rebukes the
demon: “You speechless and deaf spirit, I order
you, get out of him and do not enter into him
again!” In departing, the demon causes the boy
to scream and have many convulsions. Then
the boy lies there motionless. Seeing this, many
people say: “He is dead!” (Mark 9:25, 26) But
when Jesus takes the boy’s hand, he rises and is
“cured from that hour.” (Matthew 17:18) Under-
standably, the people are astonished at what
Jesus is doing.

Earlier, when Jesus sent the disciples forth
to preach, they were able to expel demons. So
now, privately in a house, they ask him: “Why
could we not expel it?” Jesus explains that it
was because of their lack of faith, saying: “This
kind can come out only by prayer.” (Mark 9:28,
29) Strong faith along with prayer for God’s em-
powering help was needed to expel the power-
ful demon.

Jesus concludes: “Truly I say to you, if you
have faith the size of a mustard grain, you will
say to this mountain, ‘Move from here to there,’
and it will move, and nothing will be impossible
for you.” (Matthew 17:20) How powerful faith
can be!

Obstacles and difficulties that block progress
in Jehovah’s service may seem to be as insur-
mountable and irremovable as a literal moun-
tain. Yet, if we cultivate faith, we can overcome
such mountainlike obstacles and difficulties.

˙ STRONG FAITH NEEDED TO HEAL A DEMON-POSSESSED BOY

� What situation does Jesus find upon returning from the mountain?
� Why were the disciples unable to expel the demon from the boy?
� How powerful can our faith become?

61
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42 The Prayer of God’s Servant
(Ephesians 6:18)

(See also Ps. 36:9; 50:14; John 16:33; Jas. 1:5.)

Al - might - y God, Je - ho - vah, our Fa - ther, May your great name be
Thank you, dear God, for each dai - ly bless - ing, Gifts from your hand— good
While in this world, we have trib - u - la - tion. We look to you for

sanc - ti - fied and hon - ored. All that you wish you cause to be -come.
things be - yond as - sess - ing. Source of all life, Pro - vid - er of light,
hope and con - so - la - tion. Fa - ther, we throw our bur - den on you.

Great God, in faith we pray for your King - dom. May it come when
You give us knowl - edge, wis - dom, and in - sight. May we thank you
Give us the will and strength to con - tin - ue. Help us, please, to

you de - cree, And its bless - ings may we see.
ev - ’ry day As we praise your lov - ing way.
do your will, And our vows to you ful - fill.
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18 Grateful for the Ransom
(Luke 22:20)

To - day, Je - ho - vah God, we stand be - fore your
It was a will - ing sac - ri - fice that Je - sus

throne, For you showed the great - est love that could ev - er be
made. Out of love, his per - fect life was the price that he

shown. You gave the gift of your dear
paid. We had no hope un - til he

Son, that we might live. No great - er sac - ri - fice than
came to save man - kind. But now our hope is find - ing
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Grateful for the Ransom

Chorus

(See also Heb. 9:13, 14; 1 Pet. 1:18, 19.)

this could you ev - er give.
life, leav - ing death be - hind. He gave his

life to set us free. His pre - cious blood pro - vides the

key. With all our hearts, we’ll go on thank - ing

you e - ter - nal - ly.
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IMAGINE what Jehovah sees when millions around the
world gather for the Lord’s Evening Meal. He looks at
more than just the large number of people; he notices
each individual who is present. For instance, he sees
those who faithfully come every year. Among them may
be individuals who come despite facing severe persecu-
tion. Others do not come regularly to other meetings, but
they view attending the Memorial as a solemn duty. Jeho-
vah also notices thosewho maybe at the Memorial for the
first time, perhaps out of curiosity.

2 Certainly, Jehovah is pleased to see that so many at-
tend the Memorial. (Luke 22:19) However, Jehovah is not
primarily concernedwith the number of peoplewho come.
He is more interested in the reason for their coming; mo-
tive matters to Jehovah. In this article, we will discuss a
question of vital importance: Why do we attend not only
the annual observance of the Memorial but also the week-
ly meetings that Jehovah provides for those who love
him?

HUMILITY MOVES US TO ATTEND
3 We attend congregation meetings primarily because

they are part of our worship. We also attend because we
are taught by Jehovah at meetings. Proud people reject

1-2. (a) What does Jehovah see when millions gather for the Lord’s
Evening Meal? (See cover picture.) (b) What will we discuss in this ar-
ticle?
3-4. (a) Why do we attend meetings? (b) What does our attendance
at meetings say about us? (c) In view of what 1 Corinthians 11:23-26
states, why should we not miss the Memorial?

STUDY
ARTICLE 5

What Our Attendance at
Meetings Says About Us
“Keep proclaiming the death of the Lord, until he comes.”
—1 COR. 11:26.

SONG 18
Grateful for the Ransom

PREVIEW

The Memorial of Christ’s
death on Friday evening,
April 19, 2019, will be the
most important meeting
of the entire year. What
motivates us to attend
that event? No doubt, we
want to please Jehovah.
In this article, we will con-
sider what our attendance
at the Memorial as well as
at our weekly meetings
says about us.



the idea that they need to be taught any-
thing. (3 John 9) By contrast, we are ea-
ger to be instructed by Jehovah and the
organization that he is using.—Isa. 30:
20; John 6:45.

4 Our attendance at meetings says that
we are humble—ready and willing to be
taught. On the night of the Memorial of
Jesus’ death, we attend this important
event not merely because we feel it is a
duty but also because we humbly obey
Jesus’ command: “Keep doing this in re-
membrance of me.” (Read 1 Corinthi-
ans 11:23-26.)That meeting strengthens
ourhope for the future and reminds us of
just how much Jehovah loves us. How-
ever, Jehovah knows that we need to be
encouraged and reassured more than just
once a year. So he provides us with meet-
ings each week and urges us to attend
them. Humility moves us to obey. We
spend a number of hours every week pre-
paring for and attending those meetings.

5 Each year, many humble people ac-
cept Jehovah’s invitation to be taught by
him. (Isa. 50:4) They enjoy attending the
Memorial, and they start to attend the
other meetings. (Zech. 8:20-23) Togeth-
er, we are delighted to be instructed and
guided by Jehovah, “[our] helper and
[our] rescuer.” (Ps. 40:17) Really, what
could be more enjoyable—or more im-
portant—than accepting an invitation to
be taught by Jehovah and by Jesus, the
Son he loves so deeply?—Matt. 17:5; 18:
20; 28:20.

6 Each year, we make an effort to invite

5. Why do humble people respond to Jehovah’s in-
vitation?
6. How did humility help one man to attend the
Memorial?

as many as possible to attend the Memo-
rial of Jesus’ death. Many humble people
have benefited by accepting our invita-
tion. Consider an example. Several years
ago, a man received a printed invitation
to the Memorial, but he told the brother
who handed it to him that he could not
attend. However, on the night of the Me-
morial, the brother was surprised to see
that same man walk into the Kingdom
Hall. The man was so impressed by the
welcome he received that he began at-
tending our weekly meetings. In fact, he
missed only three meetings during the
entire following year. What helped him
to respond in such a positiveway?Hewas
meek enough to change his mind. The
brother who invited him later said, “He is
a very humble man.” Jehovah undoubt-
edly drew this man to worship Him, and
he is now a baptized brother.—2 Sam. 22:
28; John 6:44.

7 What we learn at meetings and what
we read in the Bible can help us to be
humble. In the weeks leading up to the
Memorial, our meetings often focus on
the example of Jesus and the humility he
showed in giving his life as a ransom. And
during the days before the Memorial, we
are urged to read Bible accounts about
the events surrounding Jesus’ death
and resurrection. What we learn at such
meetings and what we read in those Bi-
ble accounts deepen our gratitude for
the sacrifice Jesus made for us. We are
moved to imitate his humble attitude and
to do Jehovah’s will, even when it is dif-
ficult for us.—Luke 22:41, 42.

7. How can what we learn at meetings and read in
the Bible help us to be humble?

JANUARY 2019 27
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COURAGE HELPS US TO ATTEND
8 We also try to imitate Jesus in show-

ing courage. Think about the courage he
showed on the days before his death. He
was fully aware that his enemies would
soon humiliate, beat, and execute him.
(Matt. 20:17-19) Still, he willingly faced
death.When the time came, he said to his
faithful apostles, who were with him in
Gethsemane: “Get up, let us go. Look!
My betrayer has drawn near.” (Matt. 26:
36, 46) And when the armed mob came
to arrest him, he stepped forward, identi-
fied himself, and ordered the soldiers to
let his apostles go. (John 18:3-8) What
outstanding courage Jesus displayed!
Today, anointed Christians and those of
the other sheep strive to imitate Jesus in
showing courage. How?

9 To attend meetings regularly, we may
need to demonstrate courage in the
face of difficult circumstances. Some of
our brothers and sisters attend meet-
ings despite being burdened by grief, dis-
couragement, or health problems. Oth-
ers courageously attend meetings despite
strong opposition from family members
or governmental authorities. Think for
a moment about how our example af-
fects our brothers who are imprisoned
for their faith. (Heb. 13:3) When they
hear that we keep serving Jehovah in
spite of our trials, they are strength-
ened to maintain their faith, courage,
and integrity. The apostle Paul had a
similar experience. When he was in pris-

8. How did Jesus show courage?
9. (a) Why might we need courage to attend
meetings regularly? (b) How can our example af-
fect our brothers who are imprisoned for their
faith?

on in Rome, he rejoiced whenever he
heard that his brothers were serving God
faithfully. (Phil. 1:3-5, 12-14) Shortly be-
fore or just after his release, Paul wrote
his letter to the Hebrews. In that letter
he urged those faithful Christians to let
their “brotherly love continue” and nev-
er to forsake meeting together.—Heb. 10:
24, 25; 13:1.

10 We show courage when we invite rel-
atives, workmates, and neighbors to the
Memorial. Why do we invite such ones?
We are so grateful for what Jehovah and
Jesus have done for us that we cannot
hold back from inviting others to attend
the Memorial. We want them to learn
how they too can benefit from Jeho-
vah’s “undeserved kindness” by means of
the ransom.—Read Ephesians 1:7; Rev.
22:17.

11 When we show courage by meeting
together, we also display another pre-
cious attribute, one that both God and
his Son display in outstanding ways.

10-11. (a) Whom should we invite to the Memori-
al? (b) What reason does Ephesians 1:7 give for
doing so?

Your courage in attending Christian
meetings gives strength to others
(See paragraph 9)
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LOVE COMPELS US TO ATTEND
12 Our love for Jehovah and Jesus com-

pels us to attend meetings. In turn,
what we learn at the meetings deepens
our love for Jehovah and his Son. At
meetings we are regularly reminded of
what they have done for us. (Rom. 5:8)
The Memorial in particular reminds us of
how deep their love is, even for those
who do not yet appreciate the ransom.
Filled with gratitude, we try to imitate
Jesus by how we live each day. (Read
2 Corinthians 5:14, 15.) In addition,
our heart stirs us to praise Jehovah for
providing the ransom. One way we can
praise him is by making heartfelt com-
ments at our meetings.

13 We can show the depth of our love
for Jehovah and his Son by being will-
ing to make sacrifices for them. Often,
we must make sacrifices of various kinds
to attend our meetings. Many congrega-

12. (a) How do our meetings deepen our love for
Jehovah and Jesus? (b) What does 2 Corinthians
5:14, 15 encourage us to do in imitation of Jesus?
13. How can we show the depth of our love for Je-
hovah and his Son? Explain.

tions hold one meeting at the end of a
workday when we are most likely tired.
And another meeting is held on the week-
end when other people are resting. Does
Jehovah notice that we attend our meet-
ings even though we are tired? Certainly
he does! In fact, the greater our struggle,
the more Jehovah appreciates the love
we show for him.—Mark 12:41-44.

14 Jesus set the pattern for us in show-
ing self-sacrificing love. He was willing
not only to die for his disciples but also
to live each day in a way that put their in-
terests ahead of his own. For instance,
he met with his followers even when he
was physically tired or emotionally dis-
tressed. (Luke 22:39-46) And he focused
on what he could give to others, not on
what he could get from them. (Matt. 20:
28) When our love for Jehovah and for
our brothers is that strong, we will do all
we can to attend the Lord’s Evening Meal
as well as all other congregation meet-
ings.

14. How did Jesus set the pattern in showing self-
sacrificing love?



15 We belong to the only true Christian
brotherhood, and we enjoy spending as
much time as possible inviting new ones
to join us. However, we are particularly
interested in helping those who are “re-
lated to us in the faith” but who have be-
come inactive. (Gal. 6:10) We prove our
love for them by encouraging them to
attend our meetings, especially the Me-

15. Whom are we particularly interested in help-
ing?

morial. Like Jehovah and Jesus, we are
deeply moved when an inactive one re-
turns to Jehovah, our loving Father and
Shepherd.—Matt. 18:14.

16 In the coming weeks, invite as many
as possible to attend the Memorial on
Friday evening, April 19, 2019. (See the
box “Will You Invite Them?”) Through-
out the coming year, may we encour-
age one another by regularly attending
all the meetings that Jehovah provides
for us. As the end of this system draws
near, we need our meetings to help us re-
main humble, courageous, and loving.
(1 Thess. 5:8-11) With all our heart, let
us show how we feel about Jehovah and
his Son for loving us so much!—Read
John 3:16.
16. (a) How can we encourage one another, and
what will our meetings do for us? (b) Why is this
a good time of year to remember Jesus’ words
found at John 3:16?

��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������

PICTURE DESCRIPTIONS Pages 28-29: A brother
who is in prison for his faith is encouraged by a
letter from home. Knowing that he is not forgot-
ten, he is joyful over receiving the news that his
family is also remaining faithful to Jehovah de-
spite the civil unrest in their area.

HOW DOES OUR ATTENDANCE AT CONGREGATION MEETINGS SHOW . . .

˛ humility? ˛ courage? ˛ love?

SONG 126
Stay Awake, Stand Firm, Grow Mighty

The special public talk “Reach Out for
the Real Life!” will be given the week of
April 8, 2019. Those who come will learn
the answers to these timely questions:
What is the real life? How can you get a
firm hold on the real life? Perhaps those
who hear the special talk will be motivat-
ed to attend the Memorial. We hope
that among those who attend may be
some who are “rightly disposed for
everlasting life.”—Acts 13:48.

Will You Invite Them?
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126 Stay Awake, Stand Firm, Grow Mighty
(1 Corinthians 16:13)

Stay a - wake, stand firm, grow might - y, Be de -
Stay a - wake, and keep your sens - es, Al - ways
Stay a - wake, re - main u - nit - ed As the

ter - mined to en - dure. Car - ry
read - y to o - bey. Stay a -
good news we de - fend. Though our

on with man - ly cour - age, For the
lert to Christ’s di - rec - tion Through his
en - e - mies will fight it, We will

vic - to - ry is sure. We o -
faith - ful slave to - day. Heed the
preach un - til the end. Join the
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Stay Awake, Stand Firm, Grow Mighty

Chorus

(See also Matt. 24:13; Heb. 13:7, 17; 1 Pet. 5:8.)

bey Christ Je - sus’ clear com - mand; Un - der
coun - sel of the old - er men, Who pro -
shout of praise through - out the land. Look! Je -

him we firm - ly take our stand.
tect his sheep and truth de - fend.
ho - vah’s day is soon at hand!

Stay a -

wake, stand firm, and grow might - y! Car - ry

on right to the end!




