FEBRUARY 5-11 | MATTHEW 12-13

e Song 27 and Prayer
e Opening Comments (3 min. or less)

TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD

o “The lllustration of the Wheat and the Weeds”:
(10 min.)
Mt 13:24-26—A man sowed fine seed in his field,
and his enemy oversowed the field with weeds
(w13 7/15 9-10 112-3)
Mt 13:27-29—The wheat and the weeds grew togeth-
er until the harvest (w13 7/15 10 4)
Mt 13:30—During the harvest, the reapers first
collected the weeds and then gathered the wheat
(w13 7/15 12 §]10-12)

Digging for Spiritual Gems: (8 min.)
Mt 12:20—How can we imitate Jesus’ compassion?
(nwtsty study note)

Mt 13:25—Is it believable that someone in ancient
times would actually oversow another man’s field
with weeds? (w16.10 32)

What has this week’s Bible reading taught you
about Jehovah?

What other spiritual gems have you discovered
in this week’s Bible reading?

o Bible Reading: (4 min. or less) Mt 12:1-21

APPLY YOURSELF TO THE FIELD MINISTRY

o Initial Call Video: (4 min.) Play and discuss the
video.

o First Return Visit: (3 min. or less) Use the sample
conversation.

o Bible Study: (6 min. or less) bhs 22-23 {]10-12

LIVING AS CHRISTIANS

e Song 68
e Local Needs: (5 min.)

e “Kingdom lllustrations and Their Meaning for Us”:
(10 min.) Discussion. Consider how these illustra-
tions should affect our share in the ministry.

e Congregation Bible Study: (30 min.) jy chap. 7

o Review Followed by Preview of Next Week (3 min.)
e Song 10 and Prayer

Kingdom Illustrations and Their Meaning for Us

Jesus used simple illustrations to teach deep spiritual lessons. However, only
humble ones seek to understand and apply the lessons he taught. (Mt 13:10-15)
For each of the Kingdom illustrations, answer the following questions: How can
| benefit from this illustration? How should it affect my life?

THE KINGDOM OF THE HEAVENS IS LIKE . . .
“a mustard grain."—Mt 13:31, 32; w14 12/15 8 {]9.

“leaven.”—Mt 13:33; w14 12/15 9-10 {]14-15.

“a treasure” and “a traveling merchant.”—Mt 13:44-46; w14 12/15 10 1[18.




27 The Revealing of God’s Sons
(Romans 8:19)

1. The time is near when God reveals
His faithful chosen ones.
In heaven they will rule with Christ
As mighty spirit sons.

(CHORUS)

The sons of God will be revealed
Along with Christ, their Lord.

They’ll join him in his victory
And share in his reward.

2. And soon the last remaining ones
Will hear his final call.
The King of kings and Lord of lords
Will then collect them all.

(Chorus)

(BRIDGE)

And then with Christ, these sons of God
Will wage the final war.

The joyous marriage to the Lamb
Will last forevermore.

(Chorus)

(See also Dan. 2:34, 35; 1 Cor. 15:51, 52; 1 Thess. 4:15-17.)



MATTHEW 12:44-13:19

search of a resting-place and
finds none.2 44 Then it says,
‘I will go back to my house from
which I moved,” and on arriving,
it finds the house unoccupied
but swept clean and adorned.
45 Then it goes and takes along
with it seven different spirits
more wicked than itself, and af-
ter getting inside, they dwell
there; and the final circumstanc-
es of that man become worse
than the first.> That is how it will
be also with this wicked genera-
tion.”

46 While he was yet speak-
ing to the crowds, his mother
and brothersc were standing out-
side, seeking to speak to him.?
47 So someone said to him:
“Look! Your mother and your
brothers are standing outside,
seeking to speak to you.” 48 In
reply he said to the one who
spoke to him: “Who is my moth-
er, and who are my brothers?”
49 And extending his hand to-
ward his disciples, he said:
“Look! My mother and my broth-
ersle 50 For whoever does the
will of my Father who is in heav-
en, that one is my brother and
sister and mother.””

1 On that day Jesus left

the house and was sitting
by the sea. 2 And such large
crowds gathered to him that he
went aboard a boat and sat
down, and all the crowd was
standing on the beach.s 3 Then
he told them many things by il-
lustrations,” saying: “Look! A
sower went out to sow.” 4 As
he was sowing, some seeds fell
alongside the road, and the birds
came and ate them up.) 5 Oth-
ers fell on rocky ground where
there was not much soil, and
they immediately sprang up be-
cause the soil was not deep.r
6 But when the sun rose, they
were scorched, and they with-
ered because they had no root.
7 Others fell among the thorns,



1322

and the thorns came up and
choked them.2 8 Still others
fell on the fine soil, and they be-
gan to yield fruit, this one 100
times more, that one 60, the oth-
er 30.> 9 Let the one who has
ears listen.”c

10 So the disciples came and
said to him: “Why do you speak
to them by the use of illus-
trations?”? 11 In reply he said:
“To you it is granted to under-
stand the sacred secretse of the
Kingdom of the heavens, but to
them it is not granted. 12 For
whoever has, more will be giv-
en him, and he will be made
to abound; but whoever does
not have, even what he has will
be taken from him.” 13 That is
why I speak to them by the use
of illustrations; for looking, they
look in vain, and hearing, they
hear in vain, nor do they get the
sense of it.9 14 And the proph-
ecy of Isaiah is being fulfilled in
their case. It says: ‘You will in-
deed hear but by no means get
the sense of it, and you will in-
deed look but by no means see."
15 For the heart of this people
has grown unreceptive, and with
their ears they have heard with-
out response, and they have shut
their eyes, so that they might
never see with their eyes and
hear with their ears and get the
sense of it with their hearts and
turn back and I heal them.”!

16 “However, happy are your
eyes because they see and your
ears because they hear./ 17 For
truly I say to you, many proph-
ets and righteous men desired to
see the things you are observ-
ing but did not see them,* and to
hear the things you are hearing
but did not hear them.

18 “Now listen to the illus-
tration of the man who sowed./
19 Where anyone hears the
word of the Kingdom but does
not get the sense of it, the
wicked one™ comes and snatch-
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es away what has been sown in
his heart; this is the one sown
alongside the road.z 20 As for
the one sown on rocky ground,
this is the one hearing the word
and at once accepting it with
joy.> 21 Yet, he has no root in
himself but continues for a time,
and after tribulation or perse-
cution has arisen on account of
the word, he is at once stumbled.
22 As for the one sown among
the thorns, this is the one hear-
ing the word, but the anxiety of
this system of things*c and the
deceptive power of riches choke
the word, and it becomes un-
fruitful.? 23 As for the one
sown upon the fine soil, this is
the one hearing the word and
getting the sense of it, who real-
ly does bear fruit and produces,
this one 100 times more, that one
60, the other 30.”¢

24 He presented another il-
lustration to them, saying: “The
Kingdom of the heavens may be
likened to a man who sowed fine
seed in his field. 25 While men
were sleeping, his enemy came
and oversowed weeds in among
the wheat and left. 26 When
the stalk sprouted and produced
fruit, then the weeds also ap-
peared. 27 So the slaves of the
master of the house came and
said to him, ‘Master, did you
not sow fine seed in your field?
How, then, does it have weeds?’
28 He said to them, ‘An enemy,
a man, did this.”f The slaves said
to him, ‘Do you want us, then, to
go out and collect them?” 29 He
said, ‘No, for fear that while col-
lecting the weeds, you uproot
the wheat with them. 30 Let
both grow together until the har-
vest, and in the harvest season,
I will tell the reapers: First col-
lect the weeds and bind them in
bundles to burn them up; then
gather the wheat into my store-
house.”9

13:22 *Or “this age.” See Glossary.



MATTHEW 13:20-41

31 He presented another il-
lustration to them, saying: “The
Kingdom of the heavens is like a
mustard grain that a man took
and planted in his field.e 32 It
is, in fact, the tiniest of all the
seeds, but when it has grown,
it is the largest of the vegeta-
ble plants and becomes a tree,
so that the birds of heaven
come and find lodging among its
branches.”

33 He told them another il-
lustration: “The Kingdom of the
heavens is like leaven that a
woman took and mixed with
three large measures of flour un-
til the whole mass was ferment-
ed.”?

34 All these things Jesus
spoke to the crowds by illustra-
tions. Indeed, without an il-
lustration he would not speak
to them,c 35 in order to ful-
fill what was spoken through
the prophet who said: “I will
open my mouth with illustra-
tions; I will proclaim things hid-
den since the founding.”*d

36 Then after dismissing the
crowds, he went into the house.
His disciples came to him and
said: “Explain to us the illustra-
tion of the weeds in the field.”
37 In response he said: “The
sower of the fine seed is the
Son of man; 38 the field is the
world.e As for the fine seed,
these are the sons of the King-
dom, but the weeds are the sons
of the wicked one, 39 and the
enemy who sowed them is the
Devil. The harvest is a conclusion
of a system of things,* and the
reapers are angels. 40 There-
fore, just as the weeds are col-
lected and burned with fire, so
it will be in the conclusion of
the system of things.*s 41 The
Son of man will send his angels,

13:35 *Or possibly, “the founding of the
world.” 13:39 *Or “an age.” See Glos-
sary. 13:40 *Or “the age.” See Glos-
sary.



MATTHEW 13:42-14:9

and they will collect out from
his Kingdom all things that cause
stumbling and people who prac-
tice lawlessness, 42 and they
will pitch them into the fiery fur-
nace.? There is where their weep-
ing and the gnashing of their
teeth will be. 43 At that time
the righteous ones will shine as
brightly as the sun® in the King-
dom of their Father. Let the one
who has ears listen.

44 “The Kingdom of the heav-
ens is like a treasure, hidden in
the field, that a man found and
hid; and because of his joy, he
goes and sells everything he has
and buys that field.c

45 “Again the Kingdom of the
heavens is like a traveling mer-
chant seeking fine pearls.
46 Upon finding one pearl of
high value, he went away and
promptly sold all the things he
had and bought it.d

47 “Again the Kingdom of the
heavens is like a dragnet let
down into the sea and gathering
fish of every kind. 48 When it
was full, they hauled it up onto
the beach, and sitting down,
they collected the fine onese
into containers, but the unsuit-
ablef they threw away. 49 That
is how it will be in the conclu-
sion of the system of things.*
The angels will go out and sepa-
rate the wicked from among the
righteous 50 and will cast them
into the fiery furnace. There
is where their weeping and the
gnashing of their teeth will be.

51 “Did you get the sense of
all these things?” They said to
him: “Yes.” 52 Then he said to
them: “That being the case,
every public instructor who is
taught about the Kingdom of the
heavens is like a man, the mas-
ter of the house, who brings out
of his treasure store things both
new and old.”

13:49 *Or “the age.” See Glossary.
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53 When Jesus had finished
these illustrations, he depart-
ed from there. 54 After coming
into his home territory,@ he be-
gan to teach them in their syna-
gogue, so that they were astound-
ed and said: “Where did this man
get this wisdom and these pow-
erful works?® 55 Is this not the
carpenter’s son?¢ Is not his moth-
er called Mary, and his brothers
James and Joseph and Simon and
Judas?? 56 And his sisters, are
they not all with us? Where, then,
did he get all of this?”¢ 57 So
they began to stumble because
of him.f But Jesus said to them:
“A prophet is not without honor
except in his home territory and
in his own house.”9 58 And he
did not perform many powerful
works there on account of their
lack of faith.

1 At that time Herod, the dis-

trict ruler,* heard the re-
port about Jesus" 2 and said
to his servants: “This is John
the Baptist. He was raised up
from the dead, and this is why
these powerful works are oper-
ating in him.”” 3 Herod* had ar-
rested John and had bound him
and imprisoned him because of
He-ro'di-as, the wife of Philip his
brother.)/ 4 For John had been
saying to him: “It is not lawful
for you to have her.” 5 How-
ever, although he wanted to kill
him, he feared the crowd, be-
cause they took him for a proph-
et.” 6 But when Herod’s birth-
day™ was being celebrated, the
daughter of Hero'di-as danced
for the occasion and pleased Her-
od so much” 7 that he promised
with an oath to give her whatever
she asked. 8 Then she, at her
mother’s prompting, said: “Give
me here on a platter the head
of John the Baptist.”> 9 Grieved
though he was, the king, out of

14:1*Lit., “the tetrarch.” 14:3 *That is,
Herod Antipas. See Glossary.
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FEBRUARY 5-11

MATTHEW 12-13 | The Illlustration of the Wheat and the Weeds

Jesus used the wheat and the weeds to illustrate how and when he would take out of mankind
the entire wheat class of anointed Christians, beginning in 33 C.E.

‘A man sowed fine seed in his field’ “Let both grow together until the harvest”
e Sower: Jesus Christ e Wheat: Anointed Christians
o Fine seed is sown: Jesus’ disciples e Weeds: Imitation Christians

are anointed with holy spirit

A i “First collect the weeds . . . ; then gather the wheat”
o The field: The world of mankind

o Slaves/reapers: Angels

o Weeds collected: Imitation Christians are separated
13:25 from anointed Christians

“While men were sleeping, his enemy came o Gathering into the storehouse: Anointed Christians
and oversowed weeds

are gathered into the restored congregation
o Enemy: The Devil

* Men were sleeping: Death of the apostles

i 33 C.E. i . "
i SOWING BEGINS i HARVEST SEASON BEGINS ATHERING INTO
HE STOREHOUSE

\“,’;‘f:,

|
\\lu‘lh

When the harvest_ season began, DID YOU KNOW?
what set true Christians apart from

imitation ones?

The weeds referred to in this illustration are generally believed to be
bearded darnel, a poisonous plant that closely resembles wheat when
the wheat is in its early stages of development. As the wheat and

the weeds grow together, their roots become intertwined, making it

How do | personally benefit from

impossible to remove the weeds
understanding this illustration? e

without losing the wheat. Once the
bearded darnel reaches maturity,
it can easily be distinguished and
removed.
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‘A man sowed fine ‘While men were sleeping, “Both grow together until The weeds are ‘Gathering the wheat The righteous ones shine brightly in the Kingdom
seed in his field’ the enemy oversowed weeds’ the harvest” collected and bundled into the storehouse’ (Matt. 13:43) (See paragraphs 16, 17)
(Matt. 13:24) (Matt. 13:25) (Matt. 13:30) (Matt. 13:30) (Matt. 13:30)

(See paragraphs 10, 11) (See paragraph 12) The weeds are pitched into the fiery furnace
(Matt. 13:42) (See paragraph 15)




12:1

through the grainfields: Perhaps by means of footpaths that
separated one tract of land from another.

Sabbath: See Glossary.
12:2

what is not lawful: Jehovah had commanded that the Israelites
do no work on the Sabbath. (Ex 20:8-10) Jewish religious
leaders claimed the right to define exactly what constituted
work. According to them, Jesus’ disciples were guilty of
harvesting (plucking) and threshing (rubbing) grain. (Lu 6:1, 2)
However, such a definition overstepped Jehovah’s command.

12:4
house of God: Here referring to the tabernacle.

loaves of presentation: Or “showbread.” The Hebrew
expression literally means “bread of the face.” The bread was
figuratively before Jehovah as a constant offering to him.—Ex
25:30; see Glossary and App. B5.

12:5

violate the Sabbath: That is, to treat the Sabbath as any other
day. They did so by carrying on butchering and other work in
connection with the animal sacrifices.—Nu 28:9, 10.

12:7
what this means: Lit., “what is.” Here the Greek word estin’
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study note on Mt 26:26.

mercy and not sacrifice: See study note on Mt 9:13.
12:8

Son of man: See study note on Mt 8:20.

12:10

hand: The Greek word rendered “hand” is broad in meaning and
can refer to a person’s arm, hand, and fingers.—See also Mt
12:13.

12:12
How much more: See study note on Mt 7:11.
12:17

to fulfill what was spoken through Isaiah the prophet: See
study note on Mt 1:22.

12:18
Look!: See study note on Mt 1:20.

I have: Or “my soul has.” In this quote from lsa 42:1, the Greek
word psy-khe' is used to render the Hebrew word ne'phesh, both
traditionally rendered “soul.”—See Glossary, “Soul.”

whom | have approved: Or “with whom I am well-pleased.”—
See study note on Mt 3:17.

12:20

smoldering wick: A common household lamp was a small
earthenware vessel filled with olive oil. A flax wick drew the oil
up to feed the flame. The Greek expression “smoldering wick”
may refer to a wick that gives off smoke because an ember is
still present but the flame is fading or is extinguished. The
prophecy of Isa 42:3 foretold Jesus’ compassion; he would never
extinguish the last spark of hope in humble and downtrodden
people.

with success: Or “to victory.” The Greek word ni'kos is rendered
“victory” at 1Co 15:55, 57.

12:24

Beelzebub: A designation applied to Satan.—See study note on
Mt 10:25.

12:26
Satan: See study note on Mt 4:10.
12:27

sons: Here used in the sense of “followers; disciples.”
they: That is, “your sons.”

be your judges: That is, what their sons did refuted the
Pharisees’ argument.

12:31

blasphemy: Refers to defamatory, injurious, or abusive speech
against God or against sacred things. Since holy spirit emanates
from God himself, willfully opposing or denying its operation
amounted to blasphemy against God. As shown at Mt 12:24, 28,
Jewish religious leaders saw God’s spirit at work in Jesus as he
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performed miracles; yet, they attributed this power to Satan the
Devil.

12:32

system of things: The Greek word ai-on’, having the basic
meaning “age,” can refer to a state of affairs or to features that
distinguish a certain period of time, epoch, or age. Jesus is
stating that blasphemy against the holy spirit will not be forgiven
in the present ungodly system of things under Satan’s rule (2Co
4:4; Eph 2:2; Tit 2:12) nor in the coming system of things under
God’s rule, in which “everlasting life” is promised (Lu 18:29
30).—See Glossary.

12:34
Offspring of vipers: See study note on Mt 23:33.
12:39

adulterous: Refers to spiritual adultery, or unfaithfulness to
God.

sign of Jonah: Jonah compared his deliverance from the belly of
the fish after about three days to being raised from the Grave.
(Jon 1:17-2:2) Jesus’ resurrection from the literal grave was to
be just as real as Jonah’s deliverance from the belly of the fish.
However, even when Jesus was resurrected after being dead for
parts of three days, his hardhearted critics did not exercise faith
in him.

12:40

three days and three nights: Other Bible accounts show that
this expression can mean parts of three days and that part of one
day can be considered a whole day.—Ge 42:17, 18; 1Ki 12:5,
12; Mt 27:62-66; 28:1-6.

12:41

look!: See study note on Mt 1:20.
12:42

queen of the south: That is, the queen of Sheba. Her kingdom is
thought to have been located in SW Arabia.—1Ki 10:1.

12:46

brothers: That is, Jesus’ half brothers. Their names are
mentioned at Mt 13:55 and Mr 6:3.—See study note on Mt
13:55 regarding the meaning of the term “brother.”

12:47

S0 someone . .. to you: This verse is omitted in some ancient
manuscripts.

13:2

sat down: The custom among Jewish teachers.—Mt 5:1, 2.

on the beach: Along the shore of the Sea of Galilee near
Capernaum, there is a spot that forms a natural amphitheater.
The good acoustic properties of this location would have
allowed a large crowd to hear Jesus speak to them from a boat.

13:3

illustrations: Or “parables.” The Greek word pa-ra-bo-le’, which
literally means “a placing beside (together),” may be in the form
of a parable, a proverb, or an illustration. Jesus often explains a
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Mr_4:30) His illustrations were short and usually
fictitious narratives from which a moral or spiritual truth could
be drawn.

Look!: See study note on Mt 1:20.
13:5

rocky ground: Not referring to spots where rocks were scattered
in the soil but to bedrock or a shelf of rock where there was little
soil. The parallel account at Lu 8:6 says that some seed fell “on
the rock.” Such terrain would prevent seeds from sinking their
roots deep enough to find needed moisture.

13:7

among the thorns: Jesus is evidently referring, not to full-
grown thornbushes, but to weeds that had not been cleaned out
of the plowed soil. These would grow and choke out the newly
planted seeds.

13:17
truly: See study note on Mt 5:18.
13:22

system of things: The Greek word ai-on’, having the basic
mean