DECEMBER 11-17 | ZECHARIAH 1-8

e Song 26 and Prayer
e Opening Comments (3 min. or less)

TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD

o “Take Firm Hold of the Robe of a Jew”: (10 min.)
[Play the video Introduction to Zechariah.]

Zec 8:20-22—People of all the languages of the
nations seek Jehovah'’s favor (w14 11/15 27 {[14)
Zec 8:23—Those with an earthly hope willingly
accompany and support the anointed remnant
(w16.01 23 14; w09 2/15 27 {]14)

Digging for Spiritual Gems: (8 min.)
Zec 5:6-11—What is our responsibility regarding
wickedness today? (w17.10 25 18)

Zec 6:1—What do the two copper mountains
represent? (w17.10 27-28 {/7-8)

What has this week’s Bible reading taught you
about Jehovah?

What other spiritual gems have you discovered
in this week’s Bible reading?

o Bible Reading: (4 min. or less) Zec 8:14-23

APPLY YOURSELF TO THE FIELD MINISTRY

o Initial Call: (2 min. or less) g17.6 cover—Lay the
groundwork for a return visit.

o Return Visit: (4 min. or less) g17.6—The magazine
was placed on the preceding visit. Demonstrate a re-
turn visit, and lay the groundwork for the next visit.

o Bible Study: (6 min. or less) fg lesson 5 {[1-2.

LIVING AS CHRISTIANS

Song 70

“Improving Our Skills in the Ministry—Contacting
Everyone in Our Territory”: (15 min.) Discussion.
Play the video Preaching in “the Most Distant Part
of the Earth” (video category OUR MEETINGS AND
MINISTRY).

Congregation Bible Study: (30 min.)
kr chap. 22 {[17-24, review box on p. 240

Review Followed by Preview of Next Week (3 min.)
Song 139 and Prayer

ZECHARIAH 1-8 | “Take Firm Hold of the Robe of a Jew”

Ten men out of all the languages of
the nations would take firm hold of the
robe of a Jew, saying: “We want to go
with you.” During these last days, peo-
ple of all nations are flocking to wor-
ship Jehovah along with anointed
Christians

o They wholeheartedly share in
the preaching work

What are some ways in which the other sheep support the anointed today?

o They wholeheartedly support
the work financially
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You Did It for Me

(Matthew 25:34-40)
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You Did It for Me
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(See also Prov. 19:17; Matt. 10:40-42; 2 Tim. 1:16,17.)
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In the eighth month in the

second year of Dari'us,? the
word of Jehovah came to the
prophet Zech-ari’ah*® son of
Ber-e-chi'ah son of Id’'do, saying:
2 “Jehovah grew greatly indig-
nant at your fathers.c

3 “Say to them, ‘This is what
Jehovah of armies says: “‘Return
to me,’ declares Jehovah of ar-
mies, ‘and I will return to you,’?
says Jehovah of armies.”

4 “Do not become like your
fathers, to whom the former
prophets proclaimed: “This is
what Jehovah of armies says,
‘Turn away,* please, from your
evil ways and your evil deeds.””’¢

“‘But they did not listen, and
they paid no attention to me,f
declares Jehovah.

5 ““Where are your fathers
now? And did the prophets live
forever? 6 However, my words
and my decrees that I command-
ed my servants, the prophets,
caught up with your fathers, did
they not?’9 So they returned to
me and said: ‘Jehovah of armies
has dealt with us according to
our ways and our deeds, just as
he had determined to do.”"

7 On the 24th day of the
11th month, that is, the month
of She'bat,* in the second year
of Dari'us,’ the word of Jehovah
came to the prophet Zech-a-ri'ah
son of Ber-e-chi’'ah son of Id’do,
saying: 8 “I saw a vision in the
night. There was a man riding on
a red horse, and he stood still
among the myrtle trees in the ra-
vine; and behind him there were
red, reddish-brown, and white
horses.”

9 So I said: “Who are these,
my lord?”

The angel who was speaking
with me replied: “I will show you
who these are.”

1:1 *Meaning “Jehovah Has Remem-
bered.” 1:4 *Or “Return.” 1:7 *See
App. B15.

CHAP. 1
a Ezr4:24

Hag 1:1

Hag 2:10
b Ezr5:1

C 2Ki22:16,17
Jer 44:5,6

d Eze 33:11
Mic 7:18,19
Mal 3:7

e Ezr 96,7
Isa 1:16
Isa 55:7
Ho 14:1

f 2Ch 36:15,16
Jer11:7,8

g 2Ch 36:17
Da 9:11,12

h De 28:20, 45
Jer 23:20

i Ezr4:24

Second Col.
a Zec 1:15

b Ps 74:10
Ps 102:13

€ 2Ch 36:20, 21
Jer 25:11,12
Da 9:2
Zec 7:5

d Joe 2:18
Zec 8:2

e Jer 48:11
Zec 1111

f Isa 54:8

g Ps 137:7
Isa 47:6
Jer 51:35

h Isa12:1
Jer 33:14
Zec 8:3

i Ezr6:14,15
Isa 44:28
Hag 1:14

j Jer31:38,39
Eze 40:2,3
Zec 2:1,2

k 1sa51:3

I Ps 132:13
Zec 2:12
Zec 3:2

m Zec 1:21
n 2Ki24:12,14

0 2Ki 15:29
2Ki 17:6
2Ki 18:11
Jer 50:17

p 2Ki 25:11
2Ch 36:17,19

ZECHARIAH 1:1-21

10 Then the man who was
standing still among the myr-
tle trees said: “These are the
ones whom Jehovah has sent
out to walk about in the earth.”
11 And they said to the an-
gel of Jehovah who was stand-
ing among the myrtle trees: “We
have walked about in the earth,
and look! the whole earth is
quiet and undisturbed.”?

12 So the angel of Jehovah
said: “O Jehovah of armies, how
long will you withhold your mer-
cy from Jerusalem and the cities
of Judah,” with whom you have
been indignant these 70 years?”c

13 Jehovah answered the an-
gel who was speaking with me,
with kind and comforting words.
14 Then the angel who was
speaking with me told me: “Call
out, ‘This is what Jehovah of ar-
mies says: “I am zealous for Je-
rusalem and for Zion with a
great zeal.? 15 With great in-
dignation I am indignant with
the nations that are at ease,© be-
cause I felt indignant to a small
extent,” but they added to the ca-
lamity.”’9

16 “Therefore this is what Je-
hovah says: “I will return to
Jerusalem with mercy,” and my
own house will be built in her,”
declares Jehovah of armies,
“and a measuring line will be
stretched out over Jerusalem.”’

17 “Call out once more and
say, ‘This is what Jehovah of ar-
mies says: “My cities will again
overflow with goodness; and Je-
hovah will again comfort Zionk
and again choose Jerusalem.”””!

18 Then I looked up and saw
four horns.” 19 So I asked the
angel who was speaking with me:
“What are these?” He replied:
“These are the horns that dis-
persed Judah," Israel,° and Jeru-
salem.”r

20 Jehovah then showed me
four craftsmen. 21 I asked:
“What are these coming to do?”



ZECHARIAH 2:1-3:7

He said: “These are the horns
that dispersed Judah to such an
extent that no one was able to
raise his head. These others will
come to terrify them, to cast
down the horns of the nations
that lifted up their horns against
the land of Judah, in order to
disperse her.”

And I looked up and saw a

man with a measuring line? in
his hand. 2 So I asked: “Where
are you going?”

He replied: “To measure Jeru-
salem, to see what is her width
and what is her length.”®

3 And look! the angel who
was speaking with me went out,
and another angel came to meet
him. 4 Then he said to him:
“Run over there and tell that
young man, ‘“Jerusalem will be
inhabitedc as open rural coun-
try,* because of all the men and
livestock within her. 5 And I
will become to her,” declares Je-
hovah, “a wall of fire all around,¢
and I will become the glory in
her midst.”””f

6 “Come! Come! Flee from the
land of the north,”s declares Je-
hovah.

“For I have scattered you to
the four winds of the heavens,”"
declares Jehovah.

7 “Come, Zion! Make your es-
cape, you who are dwelling with
the daughter of Babylon.’ 8 For
this is what Jehovah of armies
says, who after being glorified*
has sent me to the nations that
were plundering you: ‘Whoever
touches you touches the pupil of
my eye.” 9 For now I will wave
my hand against them, and they
will become plunder for their
own slaves.” And you will cer-
tainly know that Jehovah of ar-
mies has sent me.

10 “Shout for joy, O daughter
of Zion;m for I am coming,” and

2:4 *That is, without walls to enclose
it. 2:8*Lit., “afterglory.” #Or “touch-
es my eyeball.”

CHAP. 2
a Zec 116

b Jer 31:38,39

C Isa 44:26
Jer 30:18
Eze 36:10

d lsa 33:20
Jer 31:24
Jer 33:10,11
Zec 8:4,5

e Ps125:2
Isa 26:1

f Isa 12:6
Isa 60:19, 20
Hag 2:9

g lsa11:12,16

h De 28:64
Eze 5:12

i lsa 48:20
Isa 52:2

Jer 50:8
Mic 4:10

j 2Ki24:2
Mic 4:11

k De 32:9,10
Ps 105:14, 15
2Th 1:6

I Isa 14:2

m lsa 35:10

n lIsa 40:9,10

Second Col.

a Le 26:11,12
Isa 12:6

b Ps 22:27
Isa2:2,3
Zec 8:22,23

C 2Ch 6:6
Zec 1:17

CHAP. 3
d Ezr5:2
Hag 1:14
Zec 6:11
e Job 1:6
f Jude 9

g 2Ch 6:6
Zec 2:12

h Ex 28:2
i Ex29:6

j Mal2:7

1288

I will reside in your midst,”= de-
clares Jehovah. 11 “Many na-
tions will join themselves to Je-
hovah in that day,®? and they will
become my people; and I will re-
side in your midst.” And you will
have to know that Jehovah of ar-
mies has sent me to you. 12 Je-
hovah will take possession of Ju-
dah as his portion on the
holy ground, and he will again
choose Jerusalem.c 13 Be si-
lent, all flesh,* before Jehovah,
for he is taking action from his
holy dwelling.

And he showed me Joshua“

the high priest standing be-
fore the angel of Jehovah, and
Satane was standing at his right
hand to resist him. 2 Then the
angel of Jehovah said to Satan:
“May Jehovah rebuke you, O Sa-
tan,’ yes, may Jehovah, who has
chosen Jerusalem,¢ rebuke you!
Is not this one a burning log
snatched out of the fire?”

3 Now Joshua was clothed in
filthy garments and standing be-
fore the angel. 4 The angel said
to those standing before him,
“Remove his filthy garments.”
Then he said to him, “See, I have
caused your error* to pass away
from you, and you will be clothed
with fine garments.”#"

5 So I said: “Let a clean tur-
ban be put on his head.” And
they put the clean turban on his
head and clothed him with gar-
ments; and the angel of Jehovah
was standing nearby. 6 The an-
gel of Jehovah then declared to
Joshua: 7 “This is what Jeho-
vah of armies says, ‘If you will
walk in my ways and carry out
your responsibilities before me,
then you will serve as a judge in
my house/ and take care of* my
courtyards; and I will give you
free access among these who
are standing here.

2:13 *Or “mankind.” 3:4 *Or “guilt.”
#Or “with robes of state.” 3:7 *Or
“have charge of; guard.”
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8 “‘Hear, please, O High
Priest Joshua, you and your
companions who sit before you,
for these men serve as a sign;
look! I am bringing in my ser-
vant? Sprout!® 9 See the stone
that I have set before Joshua!
On the one stone are seven eyes;
and I am engraving an inscrip-
tion on it,; declares Jehovah of
armies, ‘and I will take away the
guilt of that land in one day.«

10 “In that day, declares Je-
hovah of armies, ‘Each of you
will invite your neighbor to
come under your vine and under
your fig tree.”d

The angel who had been

speaking with me came back
and woke me up, as when waking
someone from sleep. 2 Then he
said to me: “What do you see?”

So I said: “I see, and look! a
lampstand entirely of gold,c with
a bowl on top of it. There are
seven lamps on it,” yes, sev-
en, and the lamps, which are at
the top of it, have seven pipes.
3 And next to it are two olive
trees, one on the right of the
bowl and one on the left.”

4 Then I asked the angel who
was speaking with me: “What
do these things mean, my lord?”
5 So the angel who was speak-
ing with me asked: “Do you not
know what these things mean?”

I replied: “No, my lord.”

6 He then said to me: “This is
the word of Jehovah to Ze-rub'-
ba-bel: ‘“Not by a military force,
nor by power," but by my spirit,”
says Jehovah of armies. 7 Who
are you, O great mountain? Be-
fore Ze-rub’'ba-bell you will be-
come a level land.** And he will
bring out the top stone” amid
shouts of: “How wonderful! How
wonderful!””

8 The word of Jehovah again
came to me, saying: 9 “The
hands of Ze-rub’ba-bel have laid

4:7 *Or “a plain.” #Or “the capstone.”

CHAP. 3

a lsa 42:1
Isa 52:13

b Isa 11:1
Isa 53:2,11
Jer 23:5
Jer 33:15
Zec 6:12

€ Jer 50:20

d 1Ki 4:25
Ho 2:18
Mic 4:4

CHAP. 4
e Ex 25:31
1Ki 7:48, 49

f Ex 25:37

g Zec 411,14
Re 11:3,4

h 1Sa 17:45
Ho 1.7

i Jg6:34
Jg 15:14

j Ezr3:2
Hag 1:1

k 1sa 40:4

Second Col.

a Ezr 3:8,10
Ezr 5:14,16

b Ezr 6:14
Zec 6:12

¢ Ezr3:12
Hag 2:3

d 2Ch 16:9
Pri5:3
Jer 16:17
Re 5:6

e Zec 4:2,3

f Hag 2:4
Re 11:3,4

CHAP. 5
g Ex 20:15

h Ex20:7
Le 19:12

ZECHARIAH 3:8-5:4

the foundation of this house,?
and his own hands will finish
it.> And you will have to know
that Jehovah of armies has sent
me to you. 10 For who has de-
spised the day of small be-
ginnings?*c For they will re-
joice and see the plumb line” in
the hand of Ze-rub’ba-bel. These
seven are the eyes of Jehovah,
which are roving about in all the
earth.”d

11 Then I asked him: “What is
the meaning of these two olive
trees on the right and on the left
of the lampstand?”e 12 I asked
him a second time: “What is the
meaning of the two bunches of
twigs* of the olive trees that
are pouring out the golden liquid
through the two golden tubes?”

13 So he asked me: “Do you
not know what these things
mean?”

I replied: “No, my lord.”

14 He said: “These are the
two anointed ones who are
standing alongside the Lord of
the whole earth.”f

Again I looked up, and I saw

a flying scroll. 2 He asked
me: “What do you see?”

I replied: “I see a flying scroll,
which is 20 cubits* long and
10 cubits wide.”

3 Then he said to me: “This is
the curse that is going out over
the face of all the earth, because
everyone who steals,? as written
on its one side, has gone unpun-
ished; and everyone who makes
a sworn oath,” as written on
its other side, has gone unpun-
ished. 4 ‘I have sent it out,’ de-
clares Jehovah of armies, ‘and it
will enter into the house of the
thief and into the house of the

one who makes a false oath in

4:10 *Or “small things?” *Lit., “the
stone, the tin.” 4:12 *That is, fruit-
laden twigs of the tree. 5:2 *A cu-
bit equaled 44.5 cm (17.5 in.). See
App. B14.



ZECHARIAH 5:5-6:14

my name; and it will remain in-
side that house and consume it
and its timbers and its stones.”

5 Then the angel who was
speaking with me came forward
and said to me: “Look up, please,
and see what is going out.”

6 So I asked: “What is it?”

He replied: “This is the e’'phah
container* that is going out.” He
continued: “This is their appear-
ance in all the earth.” 7 And I
saw that the round lid of lead
was lifted up, and there was a
woman sitting inside the contain-
er. 8 So he said: “This is Wick-
edness.” Then he threw her back
into the e’phah container, after
which he thrust the lead weight
over its mouth.

9 Then I looked up and saw
two women coming forward, and
they were soaring in the wind.
They had wings like the wings of
a stork. And they lifted up the
container between the earth and
heaven. 10 So I asked the an-
gel who was speaking with me:
“Where are they taking the
e’'phah container?”

11 He replied: “To the land of
Shi'nar*? to build her a house;
and when it is prepared, she will
be deposited there in her prop-
er place.”

Then I looked up again and

saw four chariots coming
from between two mountains,
and the mountains were of cop-
per. 2 The first chariot had red
horses, and the second char-
iot, black horses.? 3 The third
chariot had white horses, and
the fourth chariot, speckled and
dappled horses.c

4 I asked the angel who was
speaking with me: “What are
these, my lord?”

5:6 *Lit., “the ephah,” here referring
to a container or basket used to mea-
sure an ephah. An ephah equaled 22 L
(20 dry qt). See App. B14. 5:11 *That
is, Babylonia.

CHAP. 5

a Ge 10:8,10
Ge 11:1,2
Da 1:2

CHAP. 6

b Zec 6:6

C Zec 67

Second Col.

a Ps 104:4

b 2Ch 18:18
Job 1:6
Da 7:10
Lu 1:19
Heb 1:7,14

C Zec2:6,7

d Hag 1:1
Zec 33,5

e lIsall:1
Zec 3:8

f Zec 8:9

g Heb 3:1
Heb 4:14
Heb 8:1
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5 The angel answered me:
“These are the four spiritse of
the heavens that are going out
after having taken their station
before the Lord of the whole
earth. 6 The one* with the
black horses is going out to
the land of the north;c the
white ones are going out beyond
the sea; and the speckled ones
are going out to the land of the
south. 7 And the dappled ones
were eager to go out to walk
about through the earth.” Then
he said: “Go, walk about through
the earth.” And they began walk-
ing about through the earth.

8 He then called out to me
and said: “See, those going out
to the land of the north have
caused the spirit of Jehovah to
rest in the land of the north.”

9 The word of Jehovah again
came to me, saying: 10 “Take
from Hel'dai, To-bi'jah, and Je-
da’iah what they brought from
the people in exile; and on that
day, you must go to the house of
Jo-si‘ah the son of Zeph-a-ni'ah
along with these who have come
from Babylon. 11 You should
take silver and gold and make a
crown* and put it on the head of
Joshua“ son of Je-hoz'a-dak, the
high priest. 12 And say to him,

““This is what Jehovah of ar-
mies says: “Here is the man
whose name is Sprout.c He will
sprout from his own place, and
he will build the temple of Jeho-
vah.” 13 He is the one who will
build the temple of Jehovah, and
he is the one who will assume
the majesty. He will sit down on
his throne and rule, and he will
also be a priest on his throne,¢
and there will be a peaceable
agreement between the two.*
14 And the crown* will serve as

6:6 *That is, the chariot. 6:11 *Or “a
grand crown.” 6:13 *That is, between
his roles as ruler and priest. 6:14 *Or
“the grand crown.”
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a memorial* for He'lem, To-bi'-
jah, Je-da’iah,? and Hen the son
of Zeph-a'ni'ah, in the temple
of Jehovah. 15 And those who
are far away will come and take
part in building the temple of
Jehovah.” And you will have to
know that Jehovah of armies has
sent me to you. And it will oc-
cur—if you do not fail to listen to
the voice of Jehovah your God.”
7 And in the fourth year of King

Dari'us, the word of Jeho-
vah came to Zech-ari'ah® on the
fourth day of the ninth month,
that is, the month of Chis'lev.*
2 The people of Beth'el sent
Shar-e’zer and Re'gem-mel’ech
and his men to beg for the fa-
vor* of Jehovah, 3 saying to the
priests of the house* of Jehovah
of armies and to the prophets:
“Should I weep in the fifth month¢
and abstain from food, as I have
done for so many years?”

4 The word of Jehovah of ar-
mies again came to me, saying:
5 “Say to all the people of the
land and to the priests, ‘When
you fasted and wailed in the fifth
month and in the seventh month¢
for 70 years,© did you really fast
for me? 6 And when you would
eat and drink, were you not eat-
ing for yourselves and drinking
for yourselves? 7 Should you
not obey the words that Jehovah
proclaimed through the former
prophets,” while Jerusalem and
her surrounding cities were in-
habited and at peace, and while
the Neg'eb and the She-phe’lah
were inhabited?””

8 The word of Jehovah again
came to Zech-ari'ah, saying:
9 “This is what Jehovah of ar-
mies says, ‘Judge with true jus-
tice,9 and deal with one another
in loyal love" and mercy. 10 Do

6:14 *Or “reminder.” 7:1 *See
App. B15. 7:2 *Or “soften the face.”
7:3 *Or “temple.”

CHAP. 6
a Zec 6:10

CHAP. 7
b Ezr 6:14
Zec 1:1
C 2Ki 25:8-10
Jer 52:12-14
d Jer41:1,2
e Jer25:11
Zec 1:12
f 2Ch 36:15
g Pr21:3
Jer 21:12
h Pr16:6
Ho 10:12
Mic 6:8

Second Col.

a Ex 22:22
De 24:17
Isa 1:17

b Ex 23:9
Mal 3:5

¢ Pr22:22

d Zec 8:17

e 2Ch 33:10
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not defraud the widow or the
fatherless child, *s the foreigner®
or the poor;c and do not scheme
evil against one another in your
hearts.’? 11 But they kept re-
fusing to pay attention,¢ and they
stubbornly turned their backs,’
and they stopped up their ears
so as not to hear.s 12 They
made their heart like a dia-
mond*" and would not obey the
law# and the words that Jeho-
vah of armies sent by his spir-
it through the former prophets.’
So there came great indignation
from Jehovah of armies.”/

13 “Just as they did not lis-
ten when I* called,* so I would
not listen when they called,” says
Jehovah of armies. 14 ‘And I
scattered them with a storm
wind throughout all the nations
that they had not known,” and
the land was left desolate be-
hind them, with no one passing
through or returning;” for they
turned the desirable land into an
object of horror.”

The word of Jehovah of ar-

mies again came, saying:
2 “This is what Jehovah of ar-
mies says, ‘I will be zealous for
Zion with a great zeal,° and with
great wrath I will be zealous for
her.”

3 “This is what Jehovah says,
‘I will return to Zionr and reside
in Jerusalem;? and Jerusalem
will be called the city of truth, *
and the mountain of Jehovah of
armies, the holy mountain.”s

4 “This is what Jehovah of
armies says, ‘Old men and wom-
en will again sit in the public
squares of Jerusalem, each with
his staff in his hand because of
his great age.** 5 And the pub-
lic squares of the city will be

7:10 *Or “the orphan.” 7:12 *Or pos-
sibly, “a hard stone,” such as an em-
ery stone. #Or “instruction.” 7:13
*Lit., “he.” 8:3 *Or “faithfulness.”
8:4 *Lit., “because of the multitude of
days.”
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filled with boys and girls playing
there.””2

6 “This is what Jehovah of ar-
mies says, ‘Although it may seem
too difficult to the remaining
ones of this people in those days,
should it seem too difficult also
to me?’ declares Jehovah of ar-
mies.”

7 “This is what Jehovah of ar-
mies says, ‘Here I am saving my
people from the lands of the east
and the west.*® 8 And I will
bring them in, and they will re-
side in Jerusalem;< and they will
become my people, and I will be-
come their God< in truth* and in
righteousness.”

9 “This is what Jehovah of
armies says, ‘Let your hands
be strong,** you who now hear
these words from the mouth of
the prophets, the same words
that were spoken on the day the
foundation of the house of Jeho-
vah of armies was laid for the
temple to be built. 10 For be-
fore that time, there were no
wages being paid either for man
or for beast;s and it was not safe
to come and go because of the
adversary, for I turned all men
one against another.’

11 “But now I will not deal
with the remaining ones of
this people as in the former
days,” declares Jehovah of ar-
mies. 12 ‘For the seed of peace
will be sown; the vine will pro-
duce its fruit and the earth its
yield,” and the heavens will give
their dew; and I will cause the
remaining ones of this people to
inherit all these things./ 13 And
just as you became an ob-
ject of cursing among the na-
tions,* O house of Judah and
house of Israel, so I will save you,
and you will become a blessing.’

8:7 *Or “from the land of the sunrise
and the land of the setting sun.” 8:8
*Or “faithfulness.” 8:9, 13 *Or “Take
courage.”
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Do not be afraid!= Let your hands
be strong.’*t

14 “For this is what Jehovah
of armies says, ‘“Just as I had
determined to bring calamity on
you because your forefathers
made me indignant,” says Jeho-
vah of armies, “and I felt no re-
gret,c 15 so at this time I have
determined to do good to Jeru-
salem and to the house of Ju-
dah.9 Do not be afraid!”’e

16 “‘These are the things you
should do: Speak the truth with
one another, and the judgments
in your gates must promote
truth and peace. 17 Do not
scheme calamity against one an-
other in your hearts,” and do not
love any false oath;’ for these
are all things that I hate,’ de-
clares Jehovah.”

18 The word of Jehovah of
armies again came to me, say-
ing: 19 “This is what Jehovah
of armies says, ‘The fast of the
fourth month,k the fast of the
fifth month,’ the fast of the sev-
enth month,m and the fast of
the tenth month” will be occa-
sions for exultation and joy for
the house of Judah—festivals
of rejoicing.° So love truth and
peace.

20 “This is what Jehovah of
armies says, ‘It will yet come to
pass that peoples and the inhab-
itants of many cities will come;
21 and the inhabitants of one
city will go to those of anoth-
er and say: “Let us earnestly go
to beg for the favor* of Jehovah
and to seek Jehovah of armies.
I am also going.”? 22 And many
peoples and mighty nations will
come to seek Jehovah of armies
in Jerusalem< and to beg for the
favor* of Jehovah.

23 “This is what Jehovah of
armies says, ‘In those days ten
men out of all the languages of
the nations’ will take hold, yes,

8:21, 22 *Or “soften the face.”
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they will take firm hold of the
robe* of a Jew,” saying: “We
want to go with you,? for we have
heard that God is with you peo-
ple.”””b

A pronouncement:

“The word of Jehovah
is against the land of
Ha’'drach,

And Damascus is its target*c

—For Jehovah'’s eye is on
mankind¢

And on all the tribes of
Israel—

2 And against Ha’'math,s which
borders on her,

And against Tyre’ and
Si'don,¢ for they are so
wise.h

3 Tyre built herself a ram-
part.*

She piled up silver like dust

And gold like the dirt of the
streets.’

4 Look! Jehovah will take away
her possessions,

And he will strike down her
army into the sea;*

And she will be consumed
in the fire.

5 Ash’ke-lon will see it and be
afraid;

Gaz'a will feel great anguish,
Also Ek'ron, because her
hope is put to shame.

A king will perish from
Gaz'a,

And Ash’ke-lon will not be
inhabited.’

6 An illegitimate son will
settle in Ash’dod,

And I will do away with the
pride of the Phi‘lis'tine.™

7 I will remove the blood-
stained things from his
mouth

And the disgusting things
from between his teeth,

8:23 *Or “extremity of the garment.”
#Lit., “a Jewish man.” 9:1 *Lit.,
“resting-place.” 9:3 *Or “fortress.”
9:4 *Or possibly, “on the sea.”
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ZECHARIAH 9:1-12

And he will be left remaining
for our God;
And he will become like
a sheikh* in Judah,?
And Ek'ron like the
Jeb'u-site.b
8 I will encamp as a guard*
for my house,¢
So that there will be no one
passing through and no
one returning;
And no taskmaster” will
pass through again,?
For now I have seen it*
with my eyes.
9 Rejoice greatly, O daughter
of Zion.
Shout in triumph,
O daughter of Jerusalem.
Look! Your king is coming
to you.©
He is righteous, bringing
salvation,*
Humblef and riding on a
donkey,
On a colt,” the foal of a
female donkey.¢
I will take away the war
chariot from E'phra-im
And the horse from
Jerusalem.
The battle bow will be taken
away.
And he will proclaim peace
to the nations;"
His rulership will be from
sea to sea
And from the River* to the
ends of the earth.’
As for you, O woman, by the
blood of your covenant,
I will send your prisoners
out of the waterless pit./
Return to the stronghold,
you prisoners with hope.
Today I am telling you,

10

11

9:7 *A sheikh was a tribal chief. 9:8
*Or “an outpost.” #Or “oppressor.”
~Evidently, the affliction of his people.
9:9 *Or “and victorious; and saved.”
#Or “amale donkey.” 9:10 *That is, the
Euphrates.



DECEMBER 11-17 | ZECHARIAH 1-8

e Song 26 and Prayer
e Opening Comments (3 min. or less)

TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD

o “Take Firm Hold of the Robe of a Jew”: (10 min.)
[Play the video Introduction to Zechariah.]

Zec 8:20-22—People of all the languages of the
nations seek Jehovah'’s favor (w14 11/15 27 {[14)
Zec 8:23—Those with an earthly hope willingly
accompany and support the anointed remnant
(w16.01 23 14; w09 2/15 27 {]14)

Digging for Spiritual Gems: (8 min.)
Zec 5:6-11—What is our responsibility regarding
wickedness today? (w17.10 25 18)

Zec 6:1—What do the two copper mountains
represent? (w17.10 27-28 {/7-8)

What has this week’s Bible reading taught you
about Jehovah?

What other spiritual gems have you discovered
in this week’s Bible reading?

o Bible Reading: (4 min. or less) Zec 8:14-23

APPLY YOURSELF TO THE FIELD MINISTRY

o Initial Call: (2 min. or less) g17.6 cover—Lay the
groundwork for a return visit.

o Return Visit: (4 min. or less) g17.6—The magazine
was placed on the preceding visit. Demonstrate a re-
turn visit, and lay the groundwork for the next visit.

o Bible Study: (6 min. or less) fg lesson 5 {[1-2.

LIVING AS CHRISTIANS

Song 70

“Improving Our Skills in the Ministry—Contacting
Everyone in Our Territory”: (15 min.) Discussion.
Play the video Preaching in “the Most Distant Part
of the Earth” (video category OUR MEETINGS AND
MINISTRY).

Congregation Bible Study: (30 min.)
kr chap. 22 {[17-24, review box on p. 240

Review Followed by Preview of Next Week (3 min.)
Song 139 and Prayer

ZECHARIAH 1-8 | “Take Firm Hold of the Robe of a Jew”

Ten men out of all the languages of
the nations would take firm hold of the
robe of a Jew, saying: “We want to go
with you.” During these last days, peo-
ple of all nations are flocking to wor-
ship Jehovah along with anointed
Christians

o They wholeheartedly share in
the preaching work

What are some ways in which the other sheep support the anointed today?

o They wholeheartedly support
the work financially

© 2017 Christian Congregation of Jehovah’s Witnesses. Our Christian Life and Ministry—Meeting Workbook (ISSN 2380-3487) is published monthly by Christian
Congregation of Jehovah's Witnesses; A. E. Shuster, President; W. H. Nonkes, Secretary-Treasurer; 2821 Route 22, Patterson, NY 12563-2237. Periodicals Postage Paid
at Patterson, NY, and at additional mailing offices. POSTMASTER: Send address changes to Our Christian Life and Ministry—Meeting Workbook, 1000 Red Mills Road,

Wallkill, NY 12589-3299. Printed in Canada.



December 11-17

Treasures From God’s Word
Zechariah 8:20-22—People of all the languages of the nations seek Jehovah'’s favor
Reference: w14 11/15 27 paragraph 14.

The flocking of many humans to worship Jehovah with his people in this time of the end was foretold by
two ancient prophets. Isaiah prophesied: “Many peoples will go and say: ‘Come, let us go up to the
mountain of Jehovah, to the house of the God of Jacob. He will instruct us about his ways, and we will
walk in his paths.” For law will go out of Zion, and the word of Jehovah out of Jerusalem.” (Isaiah 2:2, 3)
Likewise, the prophet Zechariah foretold that “many peoples and mighty nations will come to seek
Jehovah of armies in Jerusalem and to beg for the favor of Jehovah.” He depicted them as “ten men out
of all the languages of the nations” who, symbolically speaking, would take hold of the robe of spiritual
Israel, saying: “We want to go with you, for we have heard that God is with you people.” —Zechariah
8:20-23.

Zechariah 8:23—Those with an earthly hope willingly accompany and support the
anointed remnant

Reference: w16.01 23 paragraph 4.

If it is not possible to know with certainty the names of all spiritual Israelites on earth today, how can
members of the other sheep “go with” them? Notice what the prophecy in Zechariah states concerning
the figurative ten men. These ones would “take firm hold of the robe of a Jew, saying: ‘We want to go
with you, for we have heard that God is with you people.”” Although only one Jew is mentioned here, in
both instances the pronoun “you” refers to more than one person. This spiritual Jew must, then, be a
composite person, not just one individual! So it is not necessary to identify every spiritual Jew and then
go with him or her. Rather, we need to identify these ones as a group and then support them as such. In
no way do the Scriptures encourage us to follow an individual. Jesus is our Leader.—Matthew 23:10.

Reference: w09 2/15 27 paragraph 14.

Jesus Christ considers the loyal support given to his brothers as being given to him. (Read Matthew
25:40.) In what way, then, can those who have the earthly hope support Christ’s spirit-anointed
brothers? Principally by helping them with the Kingdom-preaching work. (Matthew 24:14; John 14:12)
While the number of anointed ones on the earth has decreased over the decades, the number of the
other sheep has increased. When those who have an earthly hope share in the witness work, serving if
possible as full-time evangelizers, they support the spirit-anointed ones in fulfilling the disciple-making
assignment. (Matthew 28:19, 20) Not to be overlooked are the opportunities to support this work by
making financial contributions in various ways.



Digging for Spiritual Gems
Zechariah 5:6-11—What is our responsibility regarding wickedness today?
Reference: wl17.10 25 paragraph 18.

However, the vision also reminded the Jews of their responsibility to maintain the purity of their
worship. Wickedness cannot and will not be allowed to creep into and dwell among Jehovah’s people.
After we have been brought into the protective and loving care of God’s clean organization, we have the
responsibility to help maintain it. Are we moved to keep our “house” clean? Wickedness in any form
does not belong in our spiritual paradise.

Zechariah 6:1—What do the two copper mountains represent?
Reference: w17.10 27-28 paragraphs 7-8.

7 In the Bible, mountains can represent kingdoms, or governments. The mountains in Zechariah’s
account are similar to two mountains described in Daniel’s prophecy. One mountain represents
Jehovah’s universal and eternal rulership. The other mountain represents the Messianic Kingdom in the
hands of Jesus. (Daniel 2:35, 45) Since Jesus’ enthronement in the autumn of 1914, both mountains
have been present and have played a special role in the fulfillment of God’s will on earth.

8 Why are the mountains made of copper? Like gold, copper is a metal that is highly valued. Jehovah
directed that this shiny metal be used in the construction of the tabernacle and later in the temple in
Jerusalem. (Exodus 27:1-3; 1 Kings 7:13-16) Appropriately, then, the copper of the two symbolic
mountains reminds us of the excellent quality of Jehovah’s universal sovereignty and of the Messianic
Kingdom, which will provide stability and blessings to all mankind.
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COVER SUBJECT

S THE WORLD OUT OF
CONTROL OR NOT?

THE year 2017 began with a dismal
proclamation by the scientific communi-
ty. In January a group of scientists de-
clared that the world just got closer to the
worst catastrophe ever. Using the symbol-
ic Doomsday Clock to illustrate mankind’s
proximity to a global disaster, scientists
moved the clock’s minute hand forward by
30 seconds. The Doomsday Clock is now
set at merely two and a half minutes to
midnight—nearer to a global catastrophe
than at any time in over 60 years!

In 2018, scientists plan to evaluate
again how close we are to the end of the
world as we know it. Will the Doomsday

Clock still signal an impending and un-
precedented catastrophe? What do you
think? Is the world out of control? You
might find the question somewhat difficult
to answer. After all, even experts are divid-
ed on this subject. Not everyone believes
in an inevitable doomsday.

In fact, millions of people believe in a
bright future. They profess to have evi-
dence showing that mankind and our plan-
et will survive indefinitely and that our
quality of life will improve. Is that evidence
credible? Is the world out of control or
not?

“The Doomsday Clock is an inter- making. First and foremost among  nology that could inflict irrevoca-
nationally recognized design that these are nuclear weapons, but ble harm, whether by intention,

conveys how close we are to de- the dangers include climate- miscalculation, or by accident, to
stroying our civilization with dan- changing technologies, emerging our way of life and to the planet.”
gerous technologies of our own biotechnologies, and cybertech- —Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists.
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S THE WORLD OUT OF CONTROLY

Searching for Answers

IF YOU are apprehensive or scared out-
right by the barrage of bad news, you are
not alone. In 2014, Barack Obama, who
was then president of the United States,
suggested that because of all the bad
things reported in the press, many con-
clude “that the world is spinning . . . fast
and nobody is able to control it.”

Yet, shortly after making that state-
ment, he spoke passionately about current
strategies to fix many of the world’s prob-
lems. He called certain government initia-
tives “good news” and said he was “funda-
mentally hopeful” and “profoundly
optimistic.” In other words, he pointed to
noble human endeavors as the means to
control the world and avert a global catas-
trophe.

Many share his optimism. For instance,
some put their trust in science, predicting
rapid advancements in technologies that
promise to fix the world. One expert in dig-
ital technology and innovation confidently
predicted that by the year 2030, “our
technology will be a thousand times more
powerful and by 2045, it will be a million
times more powerful.” He added: “We’re
doing pretty well. While the problems we
face have never been greater, our capacity
to meet challenges is outpacing them.”

Exactly how bad are world conditions?
Are we really at the brink of a great global
disaster? Although some scientists and
politicians preach a hopeful message,
many people still feel uncertain about the
future. Why?

WEAPONS OF MASS
DESTRUCTION. Despite
their best efforts, the Unit-
ed Nations and other orga-
nizations have failed to
bring about nuclear disar-
mament. Instead, defiant
leaders scoff at arms-
control laws. Countries with
a history of nuclear weap-

onry are frantically upgrad-
ing their old bombs and
creating new deadlier ones.
Countries that once had no
mass-destruction capabili-
ties are now able to destroy
huge swaths of humanity.
This unprecedented nu-
clear preparedness makes
the world a very dangerous

place, even in times of
“peace.” “Lethal autono-
mous weapons systems
that make ‘kill’ decisions
without human input or
supervision, for example,
would be particularly worri-
some,” warns the Bulletin
of the Atomic Scientists.



OUR HEALTH UNDER
SIEGE. Science can take

us only so far when it
comes to good health.
High blood pressure, obesi-
ty, air pollution, and drug
abuse—all risk factors for
disease—are increasing.

HUMAN ATTACKS ON
NATURE. Factories contin-
ue to pollute earth’s atmo-
sphere. Millions of people
die every year from breath-
ing contaminated air.
Individuals, communi-
ties, and government
agencies continue to dump
sewage, medical and

NATURE’S ATTACKS ON
HUMANS. Storms, hurri-
canes, tornadoes, ty-
phoons, and earthquakes
bring about devastating
floods, crushing landslides,
and other types of de-

Surely you can think of other grave
threats to our survival. Yet, you will not
find satisfying answers about the future by
analyzing all the bad things happening to-
day. Some may say the same about listen-

More people are dying from
an array of noncommunic-
able diseases, such as can-
cer, cardiovascular dis-
orders, and diabetes.
Growing numbers are dis-
abled by other diseases, in-
cluding mental illness. And

agricultural waste, plastics,
and other pollutants into
the oceans. “These toxic
pollutants poison marine
animals and plants, as well
as humans who eat con-
taminated sea life,” ex-
plains the Encyclopedia of
Marine Science.

struction. More people
than ever are killed or are
otherwise adversely affect-
ed by these forces of na-
ture. A study published by
the U.S. National Aeronau-
tics and Space Administra-

found?

ing to politicians and scientists. As men-

recent years have witnessed
the unpredictable outbreaks
of such dangerous epidem-
ics as the Ebola virus and the
Zika virus. The bottom line:
Sickness is out of the control
of humans, and the end of it
seems to be nowhere in sight!

And we are running out of
fresh water. British science
author Robin McKie aptly
warns: “The world faces a
water crisis that will touch
every part of the globe.”
Politicians admit that water
scarcity is largely a man-
made problem and that it
poses a grave danger.

tion points to a greater
potential for “more intense
storms, deadly heat waves,
and more extreme flood-
drought cycles.” Will nature
deal humankind a death-
blow?

tioned in the preceding article, many have,
however, found convincing answers to
guestions about world conditions and the
future. Where are such answers to be
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IS THE WORLD OUT OF CONTROLY
What Does the Bible Say?

THE dire state of the world today was foretold in the Bible many
centuries ago. And what is more, the Bible specifically predicted a
bright future for mankind. What the Bible says should not be quickly
dismissed in view of the fact that so much of what it foretells has

actually been fulfilled in amazing detail.

For instance, consider the following Bible
prophecies:

= “Nation will rise against nation and king-
dom against kingdom, and there will be
food shortages and earthquakes in one
place after another.”—Matthew 24:7.

= “In the last days critical times hard to
deal with will be here. For men will be lov-
ers of themselves, lovers of money, boast-
ful, haughty, blasphemers, disobedient to
parents, unthankful, disloyal, having no
natural affection, not open to any agree-
ment, slanderers, without self-control,
fierce, without love of goodness, betray-
ers, headstrong, puffed up with pride, lov-
ers of pleasures rather than lovers of
God.”—2 Timothy 3:1-4.

Those prophecies describe a world that
some might say is spiraling out of control.
In a sense, our world is indeed out of con-
trol—out of the control of humans. Ac-
cording to the Bible, humans simply do
not have the wisdom and power to bring
about a permanent solution. This is high-
lighted in the following scriptures:

= “There is a way that seems rightto a
man, but in the end it leads to death.”
—Proverbs 14:12.

= “Man has dominated man to his harm.”
—Ecclesiastes 8:9.

= “It does not belong to man ... evento
direct his step.”—Jeremiah 10:23.

Left to its own devices, the world could

very likely face a global catastrophe. But
that is not going to happen! Why? This is
what the Bible says:

= God “has established the earth on its
foundations; it will not be moved from its
place forever and ever.”—Psalm 104:5.

= “A generation is going, and a generation
is coming, but the earth remains forever.”
—Ecclesiastes 1:4.

= “The righteous will possess the earth,
and they will live forever on it.”—Psalm
37:29.

= “There will be an abundance of grain on
the earth; on the top of the mountains it
will overflow.”—Psalm 72:16.




The predictions of the Doomsday Clock will not be fulfilled, because God promises
a bright future for mankind and the earth

These Bible teachings provide clear an-
swers. Mankind will not die off from pollu-
tion, lack of food and water, or a global
pandemic. The world will not be de-
stroyed in a nuclear holocaust. Why not?
God is in control of our planet’s future.
Granted, God has allowed humans to ex-
ercise free will. However, they will reap
the consequences for their decisions. (Ga-
latians 6:7) The world is not like a runaway
train, completely out of control and head-
ing to a catastrophic end. God has estab-
lished boundaries, or limits, on how much

damage humans can inflict on themselves.

—Psalm 83:18; Hebrews 4:13.

But God will do more. He will bring
about an “abundance of peace.” (Psalm

This article examined some of the Bible
teachings regarding the future of the earth

and humankind. For more information, see
lesson 5 of the brochure Good News From
God! published by Jehovah’s Witnesses and

available at www.jw.org

37:11) The positive outlook explained in
this article is just a glimpse of the bright
future that millions of Jehovah’s Witnesses
have learned about by studying the Bible.

Jehovah'’s Witnesses are a global com-
munity of men and women of all ages and
of every ethnic background. They worship
the one true God, whose name is Jehovah,
as revealed in the Bible. They are not
afraid of the future because the Bible
says: “This is what Jehovah says, the Cre-
ator of the heavens, the true God, the One
who formed the earth, its Maker who firm-
ly established it, who did not create it sim-
ply for nothing, but formed it to be inhab-
ited: ‘I am Jehovah, and there is no one
else.’”—Isaiah 45:18. m

You may also watch the
video Why Did God Create
the Earth? available at

www.jw.org. (Look under
PUBLICATIONS > VIDEOS)
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What Is God’s Purpose
for the Earth?

1. Why did God create the earth?

Jehovah gave the earth to men and women. Itis our
home. Therefore, the first human couple, Adam and Eve,
were not created to populate the heavens—God had al-
ready created angels to live in heaven. (Job 38:4, 7) Rather,
God took the first man and settled him in a delightful par-
adise called the garden of Eden. (Genesis 2:15-17) Jehovah
gave him and his future offspring the prospect of enjoying
life without end on earth. 1o Read Psalm 37:29; 115:16.

Originally, only the garden of Eden was a paradise.
The first human couple were to fill the earth with their
offspring. In time, they were to subdue the entire globe
and make it a paradise. (Genesis 1:28) The earth will nev-
er be destroyed. It will always be mankind’s home.

11 Read Psalm 104:5.

2. Why is the earth not a paradise now?

Adam and Eve disobeyed God, so Jehovah put them
out of the garden. Paradise was lost, and no man has
succeeded in restoring it. The Bible says: “Earth itself has
been given into the hand of the wicked one.”—Job 9:24.
12 Read Genesis 3:23, 24.

Has Jehovah abandoned his original purpose for man-
kind? No! He is almighty. He cannot fail. (Isaiah 45:18)
He will restore the human race to the way he meant it to
be. 12 Read Psalm 37:11, 34.

3. How will Paradise be restored?

Paradise will be restored on earth during Jesus’ rule as
God’s King. In a battle called Armageddon, Jesus will lead

10
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Search Out Deserving Ones
(Matthew 10:11-15)
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Search Out Deserving Ones
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(See also Acts 13:48; 16:14; Col. 4:6.)



DECEMBER 11-17 | ZECHARIAH 1-8

e Song 26 and Prayer
e Opening Comments (3 min. or less)

TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD

o “Take Firm Hold of the Robe of a Jew”: (10 min.)
[Play the video Introduction to Zechariah.]

Zec 8:20-22—People of all the languages of the
nations seek Jehovah'’s favor (w14 11/15 27 {[14)
Zec 8:23—Those with an earthly hope willingly
accompany and support the anointed remnant
(w16.01 23 14; w09 2/15 27 {]14)

Digging for Spiritual Gems: (8 min.)
Zec 5:6-11—What is our responsibility regarding
wickedness today? (w17.10 25 18)

Zec 6:1—What do the two copper mountains
represent? (w17.10 27-28 {/7-8)

What has this week’s Bible reading taught you
about Jehovah?

What other spiritual gems have you discovered
in this week’s Bible reading?

o Bible Reading: (4 min. or less) Zec 8:14-23

APPLY YOURSELF TO THE FIELD MINISTRY

o Initial Call: (2 min. or less) g17.6 cover—Lay the
groundwork for a return visit.

o Return Visit: (4 min. or less) g17.6—The magazine
was placed on the preceding visit. Demonstrate a re-
turn visit, and lay the groundwork for the next visit.

o Bible Study: (6 min. or less) fg lesson 5 {[1-2.

LIVING AS CHRISTIANS

Song 70

“Improving Our Skills in the Ministry—Contacting
Everyone in Our Territory”: (15 min.) Discussion.
Play the video Preaching in “the Most Distant Part
of the Earth” (video category OUR MEETINGS AND
MINISTRY).

Congregation Bible Study: (30 min.)
kr chap. 22 {[17-24, review box on p. 240

Review Followed by Preview of Next Week (3 min.)
Song 139 and Prayer

ZECHARIAH 1-8 | “Take Firm Hold of the Robe of a Jew”

Ten men out of all the languages of
the nations would take firm hold of the
robe of a Jew, saying: “We want to go
with you.” During these last days, peo-
ple of all nations are flocking to wor-
ship Jehovah along with anointed
Christians

o They wholeheartedly share in
the preaching work

What are some ways in which the other sheep support the anointed today?

o They wholeheartedly support
the work financially

© 2017 Christian Congregation of Jehovah’s Witnesses. Our Christian Life and Ministry—Meeting Workbook (ISSN 2380-3487) is published monthly by Christian
Congregation of Jehovah's Witnesses; A. E. Shuster, President; W. H. Nonkes, Secretary-Treasurer; 2821 Route 22, Patterson, NY 12563-2237. Periodicals Postage Paid
at Patterson, NY, and at additional mailing offices. POSTMASTER: Send address changes to Our Christian Life and Ministry—Meeting Workbook, 1000 Red Mills Road,

Wallkill, NY 12589-3299. Printed in Canada.



DECEMBER 11-17

IMPROVING OUR SKILLS IN THE MINISTRY
Contacting Everyone in Our Territory

T HOW TO DO IT:

e Prepare. Do you encounter people who speak another lan-
guage? You can use the JW Language app to learn a simple
presentation. Or using your mobile device, you can show a per-
son how he can find more information in his language on jw.org

e Be observant. If you are working from house to house, do not
overlook opportunities to witness to passersby or those waiting
in cars. If you are involved in public witnessing, stay focused on
your objective to give a witness

Be diligent. Keep trying to reach those who are not at home
initially. Make an effort to contact someone at every residence,
perhaps at a different time of the day or on a different day of
WHY IMPORTANT: Zechariah prophesied the week. Some householders may need to be contacted by let-

that people out of all the languages of ter, telephone, or street witnessing

the nations would respond favorably e Follow through. Return promptly to follow up on any interest
to the good news. (Zec 8:23) But who shown. If the person speaks a different language, try to find
will teach them? (Ro 10:13-15) We have someone who is qualified to help him in his language. You
the privilege and responsibility to share should continue calling on the person until he is contacted by
the good news with everyone in our terri- publishers who speak his language.—od 94 139-40

tory.—od 84 {/10-11.

WATCH THE VIDEO PREACHING IN “THE MOST DISTANT PART OF THE
EARTH,” AND THEN CONSIDER THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS:

e What preparations did the brothers and sisters make to contact people in
remote territory? (1Co 9:22, 23)

e What obstacles did they have to overcome?

e What blessings did they enjoy?

e What efforts can you make to contact more people in your territory?

» The service overseer should make sure that all the congregation’s
territory is regularly covered. Some bodies of elders have organized
special days during the month so that publishers can spend an entire
day working in an area that is not frequently covered.

mwb17.12-E
170727
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16. How does the Bible
describe the security we will
enjoy in Paradise?

17. Why may we be sure
that Jehovah will provide
abundantly for our needs
when the Kingdom is ruling
over the whole earth?

18, 19. (a) What does the
prophecy recorded at Isa-
iah 65:20-22 mean to you?
(b) In what sense will our
days be “like the days of a
tree”?

236

and plunged all their offspring into imperfection, sin, and
death. Yet, God’s purpose never changed. Once spoken, his
words always find complete fulfillment. (Read Isaiah 55:
10, 11.) We may be sure, then, that the descendants of
Adam and Eve will fill this earth and subdue it, taking lov-
ing care of Jehovah’s creation in a global paradise. At that
time, the prophecies originally given to the Jewish exiles
about life in paradisaic conditions will reach their ultimate
fulfillment! Consider the following examples.

16 Security. At long last, the heartwarming word picture
painted at Isaiah 11:6-9 will see a complete fulfillment even
in a literal sense. Men, women, and children will be safe and
secure wherever they go on earth. No creature, whether hu-
man or animal, will pose any threat. Imagine a time when
you will see this entire planet as your home, where you can
swim in the rivers, lakes, and seas; traverse the mountain
ranges; and roam the grasslands in complete safety. And
when night falls, you will not worry. The words of Ezekiel
34:25 will come true, so that it will even be possible for
God’s people to “dwell securely in the wilderness and sleep
in the forests.”

17 Abundance. Picture a time when there will be no such
thing as poverty, malnutrition, famine, or welfare systems.
The spiritual plenty that God’s people enjoy today is a
guarantee that the Messianic King will feed his subjects in
every respect. When Jesus was on the earth, he demonstrat-
ed on a small scale that he can fulfill such promises, for he
fed thousands of hungry people with just a few loaves and
fish. (Matt. 14:17, 18; 15:34-36; Mark 8:19, 20) When God’s
Kingdom is ruling over the whole earth, prophecies like
this one will see a literal fulfillment: “He will give the rain
for the seed you sow in the ground, and the bread that the
ground produces will be abundant and rich. In that day
your livestock will graze in spacious pastures.”—Isa. 30:23.

18 Today many people can hardly imagine owning a com-
fortable home or having rewarding, satisfying work to do.
In this corrupt system, many feel that they work long and
hard with little real benefit to themselves or their family,
while the rich and greedy reap all the rewards. Imagine what
it will be like when this prophecy comes true worldwide:
“They will build houses and live in them, and they will
plant vineyards and eat their fruitage. They will not build
for someone else to inhabit, nor will they plant for others

to eat. For the days of my people will be like the days of a

GOD’S KINGDOM RULES!



tree, and the work of their hands my chosen ones will en-
joy to the full.”—Isa. 65:20-22.

19 What does it mean that our days will be “like the days
of a tree”? When you stand at the base of a massive tree, do
you feel a sense of awe sweeping over you as you contemplate
how long that living thing has been there—perhaps since
long before your great-grandparents were born? It might oc-
cur to you that if you were to remain in your present imper-
fect state, such a tree would likely outlive you, still stretching
out its long, peaceful existence even after you had become
a mere memory. How kind of Jehovah to assure us that in
the Paradise to come, our own days will be long and peace-
ful! (Ps. 37:11, 29) The day will come when even long-lived
trees will seem to us as transient as the grass, coming and
going while we continue living forever!

20 Perfect health. Today, sickness and death cast their
grim shadows over every aspect of this world. In a sense,
we are all sick—infected with a terminal illness called sin.
The only cure is Christ’s ransom sacrifice. (Rom. 3:23; 6:
23) During the Millennial Reign, Jesus and his corulers will
fully apply the benefits of that sacrifice, gradually eradicat-
ing all traces of sin from faithful humans. Isaiah’s proph-
ecy will come true in the fullest sense: “No resident will say:
‘T am sick.” The people dwelling in the land will be par-
doned for their error.” (Isa. 33:24) Imagine a time when no
one will be blind, deaf, or crippled. (Read Isaiah 35:5, 6.)
No illness will prove to be beyond Jesus’ ability to heal
—whether physical, mental, or emotional. Loyal Kingdom
subjects will enjoy perfect health!

21 What, though, of the common outcome of sickness,
the inevitable result of sin—death? That is our “last ene-
my,” the one foe against which all imperfect humans soon-
er or later prove powerless. (1 Cor. 15:26) But is death such
a daunting adversary to Jehovah? Notice what Isaiah fore-
told: “He will swallow up death forever, and the Sovereign
Lord Jehovah will wipe away the tears from all faces.” (Isa.
25:8) Can you picture that time? No more funerals, no
more cemeteries, no more tears of grief! Quite the contrary
—there will be tears of joy as Jehovah fulfills his thrilling
promise to bring back the dead! (Read Isaiah 26:19.) At
last, countless wounds inflicted by death will heal.

22 By the end of the Millennium, the Kingdom will have
finished carrying out God’s will on earth, and Christ will
hand the rulership over to his Father. (1 Cor. 15:25-28) Hu-
mankind, perfected at last, will be ready to face a final test

THE KINGDOM CARRIES OUT GOD’S WILL ON EARTH

20. How will loyal Kingdom
subjects come to enjoy per-
fect health?

21. What will become of
death, and why do you find
that promise comforting?

22. What will happen when
the Messianic Kingdom has
finished carrying out God’s
will on earth?

237
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The Kingdom will fulfill all of
Jehovah’s promises regarding
mankind and the earth




23, 24. (a) Why is the ful-
fillment of God’s promises
a certainty? (b) What are
you determined to do?

when Satan is released from his abyss of inactivity. There-
after, Christ will finally crush that vile serpent and all his
supporters. (Gen. 3:15; Rev. 20:3, 7-10) But all who loyally
love Jehovah will face a bright prospect. Perhaps no words
could paint a better picture than the ones we find in an in-
spired phrase. It is the promise that faithful ones will have
“the glorious freedom of the children of God.”—Rom. 8:21.

23 Those promises are not based on mere hopes, wish-
es, or dreams. Fulfillment of Jehovah’s promises is a cer-
tainty! Why? Remember the words of Jesus that we dis-
cussed in the opening chapter of this book. He taught his
followers to pray to Jehovah: “Let your Kingdom come. Let
your will take place, as in heaven, also on earth.” (Matt. 6:
9, 10) God’s Kingdom is not the product of someone’s
imagination. It is a reality! It rules in heaven right now. For
a century now, it has fulfilled Jehovah’s promises in ways
that we can clearly see in the Christian congregation. We
may be sure, then, that all of Jehovah’s promises will be ful-
filled when God’s Kingdom comes to exert its full power
toward the earth!

24 We know that God’s Kingdom will come. We know
that Jehovah’s every word of promise will come true. Why?
Because GOD’S KINGDOM RULES! The question for each
of us to ask is, ‘Does the Kingdom rule me?” Let us do all
we can to live as loyal subjects of that Kingdom now, so
that we may benefit from its perfect, just rule forever!

How Real Is
the Kingdom
to You?

How did Jehovah fulfill his promises regarding the Jews
returning from exile?

How has Jehovah allowed us to enjoy a spiritual paradise
today?

What aspects of life in Paradise appeal to you the most?

What convinces you that God’s Kingdom is real and is now
ruling?


http://www.jw.org/finder?wtlocale=E&docid=1011231&srcid=pdf
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See Yourself When All Is New

(Revelation 21:1-5)
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See Yourself When All Is New
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See Yourself When All Is New
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(See also Ps. 37:10, 11; Isa. 65:17; John 5:28; 2 Pet. 3:13.)
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(See also Deut. 28:2; Ps. 1:3; Prov. 10:22; Matt. 7:24-27; Luke 6:47-49.)



Visions of Zechariah
—How They Affect You

“Return to me, . . . and I will return to you.”-zEcH. 1:3.

A FLYING scroll, a woman sealed inside a container, and two
women soaring in the wind with wings like those of storks
—such dramatic images are found in the book of Zechariah.
(Zech. 5:1, 7-9) Why did Jehovah give these striking visions
to his prophet? What was the situation of the Israelites at that
time? How does Zechariah’s record of those visions affect us
today?

2 The year 537 B.C.E. was one of rejoicing for Jehovah'’s
dedicated people. After 70 long years of captivity, they were
freed from Babylon. With an initial burst of enthusiasm, they
got to work on restoring true worship in Jerusalem. In
536 B.C.E., the foundation of the temple was laid. At that time
the people were “shouting so loudly that the sound was heard
from a great distance.” (Ezra 3:10-13) However, opposition

1-3. (a) What was the situation of Jehovah’s people when Zechariah
began prophesying? (b) Why did Jehovah ask his people to ‘return to
him’?

SONGS: 89, 86

HOW WOULD YOU
ANSWER?

How does Jehovah view any
kind of stealing?

How can we live up to our
dedication to God “day after
day”?

How can we do our part in
keeping wickedness out of
Jehovah’s house?
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soon mounted against their construc-
tion project. Discouraged by the many
challenges and difficulties, the people
left off building the temple and began
looking after their own homes and culti-
vating their fields. Sixteen years later,
the building of Jehovah’s temple was at
a standstill. God’s people needed to be
reminded that they should return to Je-
hovah and stop putting their personal
pursuits first. Jehovah wanted them to
return to him, to resume their fearless,
wholehearted worship of him.

3 To help his people recall why they
were freed from Babylon in the first
place, God sent his prophet Zechariah
in 520 B.C.E. The very name Zechari-
ah, which means “Jehovah Has Remem-
bered,” may have brought to mind a vi-
tal truth. Though they had forgotten
Jehovah'’s saving acts, God still remem-
bered his people. (Read Zechariah 1:
3, 4.) He lovingly assured them that he
would help them to reestablish pure wor-
ship, but he also firmly warned them that
he would not tolerate halfhearted wor-
ship. Let us see how, by means of Zech-
ariah’s sixth and seventh visions, Jeho-
vah stirred them to action. Also, what
lessons can we today learn from this?

DIVINE PUNISHMENT FOR STEALING

4 Chapter 5 of Zechariah begins with
an unusual vision. (Read Zechariah 5:
1, 2.) Zechariah sees flying through the
air a scroll nearly 30 feet (9 m) long and
15 feet (4.5 m) wide! It is unrolled, ready
to be read. It contains a judgment mes-
sage, which fills both sides of the scroll.
(Zech. 5:3) Usually, only one side of a

4. What did Zechariah see in his sixth vision,
and what is significant about the scroll’s hav-
ing writing on both sides? (See opening im-
agel.)
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scroll was used, so this scroll clearly con-
tains a weighty and serious message.

5 Read Zechariah 5:3, 4. While all of
mankind are accountable to Jehovah,
his name people are even more so. Those
who love God realize that any form of
stealing would “dishonor the name of
[their] God.” (Prov. 30:8, 9) No matter
what the motive or how excusable the
theft might seem under the circumstanc-
es, a thief puts greedy desire above God,
placing too much value on material pos-
sessions. He minimizes God’s law, dis-
regarding Jehovah and His name as be-
ing of no force or importance.

6 Did you notice at Zechariah 5:3, 4
that “the curse . . . [would] enter
into the house of the thief . . . and it
[would] remain inside that house and
consume it”? Jehovah’s adverse judg-
ment cannot be kept out by bars and
locks. It can penetrate any hiding place
to uncover wrongdoing among Jeho-
vah’s people. Even if a person is able to
conceal thievery from authorities, em-
ployers, elders, or parents, he cannot
hide it from God, who guarantees that
every theft will be exposed. (Heb. 4:13)
How refreshing it is to associate with
people who are ever conscious of being
honest “in all things”!—Heb. 13:18.

7 All forms of stealing are offensive to
Jehovah. We view it as an honor to
live up to Jehovah’s high moral stan-
dard, maintaining conduct that in no
way brings reproach on his name. Thus,
we may succeed in escaping Jehovah’s
judgment against those who deliberately
violate his law.

5, 6. How does Jehovah view any kind of
stealing?

7. How can we escape the curse of the flying
scroll?



Stealing of any kind has no place among Christians
(See paragraphs 5-7)

LIVING UP TO OUR WORD
“DAY AFTER DAY”

8 The message written on the flying
scroll next delivers a warning to those
‘who make a false oath in God’s name.’
(Zech. 5:4) An oath is a sworn statement
to certify that something is true or a sol-
emn promise that a person will or will
not do a certain thing.

9 Itisavery serious matter to swear an
oath in the name of Jehovah. That is
exactly what the last king to occupy
the throne of Jerusalem did. Zedekiah
swore by Jehovah that he would re-
main a loyal vassal to the king of Bab-
ylon. However, Zedekiah did not keep
his sworn oath. As a result, Jehovah
passed judgment on him in these words:
“As surely as I am alive, . . . [Zedekiah]
will die in Babylon, in the place where

8-10. (@) What is an oath? (b) What oath did
King Zedekiah fail to keep?

the king who made him king lives, the
one whose oath he despised and whose
covenant he broke.”—Ezek. 17:16.

10 King Zedekiah owed it to Jehovah to
live up to the oath that he had sworn in
God’s name. (2 Chron. 36:13) Instead,
Zedekiah turned to Egypt in a fruitless
attempt to break free from Babylon’s
yoke.—Ezek. 17:11-15, 17, 18.

11 Jehovah also listens to the promises
that we make. He takes our vows seri-
ously, and we must fulfill them in order
to have his approval. (Ps. 76:11) Of all
the promises we make, the most impor-
tant is the one we make when we dedi-
cate ourselves to Jehovah. Dedication is
a solemn vow to serve Jehovah uncondi-
tionally.

12 How can we prove true to our

11, 12. (a) What is the most important vow
we will ever make? (b) In what ways should our
dedication vow affect our daily lives?
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dedication vow? Our stand during tests
both large and small should show that we
take seriously our pledge to praise Jeho-
vah “day after day.” (Ps. 61:8) For exam-
ple, when someone on the job or at
school flirts with us, do we see this as an
opportunity to “take pleasure in [Jeho-
vah’s] ways” by rejecting such advances?
(Prov. 23:26) If we live in a divided
household, do we ask Jehovah for his
help to maintain the Christian personal-
ity even when no one else around us is
making such an effort? Do we daily ap-
proach our loving heavenly Father in
prayer, thanking him for bringing us un-
der his rulership and for loving us? Are
we making time to read the Bible daily?
Did we not, in effect, promise that we
would do such things? It is a matter of
obedience. Our full share in worship re-
veals that we love Jehovah and are truly
dedicated to him. Our worship is a way
of life, not a mere formality. Fulfilling
our promise is for our own good; our
faithfulness leads to a secure future.
—Deut. 10:12, 13.

13 Zechariah’s sixth vision has helped
us to see that lovers of Jehovah should
not engage in any kind of stealing or
make false oaths. We also see that de-
spite their failures, Jehovah did not give
up on the Israelites. He understood the
pressures they faced as they were sur-
rounded by enemies. He sets the exam-
ple for us by living up to his promises,
and he will help us live up to ours. One
way he offers help is by giving us the
hope that he will soon put an end to all
wickedness throughout the whole earth.
Zechariah’s next vision guarantees this
bright hope.

13. What can we learn from Zechariah’s sixth
vision?
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WICKEDNESS IS ‘PUT IN
HER PROPER PLACFE’

14 After seeing the flying scroll, Zecha-
riah is told by an angel to “look
up.” What will his seventh vision re-
veal? He now sees a container, called an
“ephah,” going out. (Read Zechariah 5:
5-8.) This medium-sized container has
a “round lid of lead.” When the lid
is removed, Zechariah sees “a woman
sitting inside.” The angel explains that
the woman in the container is “Wicked-
ness.” Imagine Zechariah’s horror as he
sees her attempt to crawl out of her con-
finement! The angel takes swift action,
throwing her back into the container and
sealing it shut with the heavy lid. What
does this mean?

15 This part of the vision highlights
that Jehovah will not tolerate wicked-
ness of any kind among his people. He
will see to it that it is contained and
speedily removed. (1 Cor. 5:13) The an-
gel assures us of this by thrusting the
lead lid back over the container.

16 Next on the scene appear two wom-
en who have strong wings like those
of a stork. (Read Zechariah 5:9-11.)
How different these women are from the
woman in the container! These women
use their powerful wings to swoop in and
lift up the container containing “Wick-
edness.” Where are they taking her?
Wickedness is deposited in “the land of
Shinar,” or Babylon. Why, though, would
they take the container to Babylon?

14, 15. (a) In his seventh vision, what does
Zechariah see? (See opening image 2.)
(b) What does the woman inside the ephah
container represent, and why is she confined
and sealed away?

16. (a) What did Zechariah next see happen
to the ephah container? (See opening im-
age 3.) (b) Where do the women with wings
take the ephah container?



Jehovah made every
effort to keep pure

(See paragraphs 16-18)

worship clean

17 To the Israelites of Zechariah’s day,
Shinar would be a fitting place for Wick-
edness to be confined. Zechariah and his
fellow Jews could confirm that Babylon
was a place of wickedness in their day.
Having grown up amid the filthy and
idolatrous ways of this city, they had to
fight every day to resist the spirit of that
pagan world. What a relief this vision
must have brought them—a guarantee
that Jehovah would keep pure worship
clean!

18 However, the vision also remind-
ed the Jews of their responsibility to
maintain the purity of their worship.
Wickedness cannot and will not be al-
lowed to creep into and dwell among
Jehovah’s people. After we have been
brought into the protective and loving
care of God’s clean organization, we
have the responsibility to help maintain
it. Are we moved to keep our “house”
clean? Wickedness in any form does not
belong in our spiritual paradise.

17, 18. (a) Why is Shinar the “proper place”
for “Wickedness” to reside? (b) What should
be our resolve regarding wickedness?

CLEAN PEOPLE HONOR JEHOVAH

19 Zechariah’s sixth and seventh vi-
sions are a sober warning to those who
persist in dishonest ways, a reminder
that Jehovah does not tolerate wrong-
doing. On the part of his sincere wor-
shippers, there must be a genuine hatred
of wickedness. These accounts are also a
loving reassurance from our heavenly
Father. If we diligently work to be the
sort of people who have God’s approval
and protection, we will not have to face
a death-dealing curse. Rather, Jehovah
will gladly bless us. All our struggles to
remain clean in a world full of wick-
edness will be worthwhile. We can be
sure that we can succeed with Jehovah’s
help! But how can we be sure that true
worship will prevail in this world filled
with ungodliness? What guarantee do
we have that Jehovah will protect his or-
ganization as the great tribulation ap-
proaches? These questions will be dis-
cussed in the next article.

19. What do the dramatic visions of Zechariah
mean for us today?
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We Must Be Taught

(Isaiah 50:4; 54:13)
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(See also Heb. 10:24, 25; Rev. 22:17.)



"MANY people know that Jesus had 12 apostles. But they may not be aware that his disciples also included women who were closely associated with him."
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