MAY 15-21 | JEREMIAH 39-43

e Song 150 and Prayer
o Opening Comments (3 min. or less)

TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD

o “Jehovah Will Render to Each One According
to His Works”: (10 min.)
Jer 39:4-7—Zedekiah suffered the consequences
of disobeying Jehovah (it-2 1228 {/4)
Jer 39:15-18—Jehovah showed appreciation to
Ebed-melech for demonstrating trust in Him
(w12 5/1 31 95)
Jer 40:1-6—Jehovah took care of his faithful
servant Jeremiah (it-2 482)

Digging for Spiritual Gems: (8 min.)
Jer 42:1-3; 43:2, 4—What lessons can we learn
from Johanan’s mistake? (w03 5/1 10 10)

Jer 43:6, 7—What is the significance of the events
described in these verses? (it-1 463 {[4)

What has this week’s Bible reading taught you
about Jehovah?

What other spiritual gems have you discovered
in this week’s Bible reading?

o Bible Reading: (4 min. or less) Jer 40:11-41:3

APPLY YOURSELF TO THE FIELD MINISTRY

o Initial Call: (2 min. or less) Isa 46:10—Teach the
Truth. Lay the groundwork for a return visit.

e Return Visit: (4 min. or less) Re 12:7-9, 12—Teach
the Truth. Lay the groundwork for the next visit.

o Bible Study: (6 min. or less) bh 153 {[19-20—Invite
the person to the meeting.

LIVING AS CHRISTIANS

e Song 138

e “Jehovah Does Not Forget Your Love” (Ps 71:18):
(15 min.) Discussion. Begin by playing the video
Jehovah Does Not Forget Your Love (video category
PROGRAMS AND EVENTS).

e Congregation Bible Study: (30 min.) kr chap. 12
1116-23, boxes on pp. 125, 128; review box on p. 129

e Review Followed by Preview of Next Week (3 min.)
e Song 103 and Prayer

Jehovah Does Not Forget Your Love

WATCH THE VIDEO JEHOVAH DOES NOT FORGET
YOUR LOVE, AND THEN ANSWER THE FOLLOWING
QUESTIONS:

e What challenges come with advancing age?

e How does Jehovah view his aged servants whose
ministry is now limited?

e What does Jehovah want us to do even when
we are older?

e What good quality often accompanies old age?

e How can older ones encourage younger ones?

e If you have grown old, how do Leviticus 19:32 and
Proverbs 16:31 encourage you?

e How did an older brother or sister encourage
you recently?
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Seek God for Your Deliverance
(Zephaniah 2:3)
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Seek God for Your Deliverance

Chorus
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(See also 1 Sam. 2:9; Ps. 2:2, 3, 9; Prov. 2:8; Matt. 6:33.)
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JEREMIAH 38:17-39:3

and I will not hand you over to
these men who are seeking to
take your life.”*

17 Jeremiah then said to Zed-
e-ki'ah: “This is what Jehovah,
the God of armies, the God of Is-
rael, says, ‘If you surrender* to
the princes of the king of Bab-
ylon, your life will be spared,”
and this city will not be
burned with fire, and you and
your household will be spared.=
18 But if you will not surren-
der* to the princes of the king of
Babylon, this city will be hand-
ed over to the Chal-de’ans, and
they will burn it with fire,? and
you will not escape out of their
hand.”¢

19 Then King Zed-e-ki’'ah said
to Jeremiah: “I am afraid of the
Jews who have deserted to the
Chal-de’ans, for if I am hand-
ed over to them, they may deal
cruelly with me.” 20 But Jere-
miah said: “You will not be hand-
ed over to them. Obey, please,
the voice of Jehovah in what I
am telling you, and it will go well
with you, and you* will continue
to live. 21 But if you refuse to
surrender,* this is what Jehovah
has revealed to me: 22 Look!
All the women remaining in the
house* of the king of Judah are
being brought out to the princes
of the king of Babylon,? and they
are saying,

‘The men whom you trusted”
have deceived you and
overcome you.e

They have caused your foot
to sink into the mud.

Now they have turned away
in retreat.

23 And all your wives and your
sons they are bringing out to the

38:16 *Or “seeking your soul.” 38:17,
18, 21 *Lit., “go out.” 38:17 #Or “your
soul will keep living.” 38:20 *Or “your
soul.” 38:22 *Or “palace.” “Lit., “The
men of your peace.”

CHAP. 38

a Jer21:9
Jer 27:12

b 2Ki25:8,9

C 2Ki25:6
Jer 39:5

d Jer39:3

e lal2
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a 2Ki25:7

b Jer 52:8,13

C Jer 38:4

d Jer 37:15

e Jer15:20
Jer 32:2
Jer 3311
Jer 37:21
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f 2Ki 25:8,9
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CHAP. 39

g 2Ki25:1,2
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i Jer1:15

1094

Chal-de’ans, and you will not es-
cape out of their hand, but you
will be seized by the king of Bab-
ylon,? and because of you this
city will be burned with fire.”?

24 Zed-e-ki'ah then said to
Jeremiah: “Do not let anyone
know about these things, so that
you do not die. 25 And if the
princes hear that I have spoken
with you and they come and say
to you, ‘Tell us, please, what you
said to the king. Do not hide any-
thing from us, and we will not
put you to death.c What did the
king say to you? 26 you must
answer them, ‘I was making a
request of the king, that he not
send me back to the house of Je-
hon’a-than to die there.”?

27 In time all the princes
came in to Jeremiah and ques-
tioned him. He told them every-
thing that the king had com-
manded him to say. So they said
no more to him, for no one had
heard the conversation. 28 Un-
til the day that Jerusalem was
captured, Jeremiah remained in
the Courtyard of the Guard;c he
was still there when Jerusalem
was captured.’

3 In the ninth year of

King Zed-e-ki'ah of Judah,
in the tenth month, King Neb-u-
chad-nez'zar* of Babylon and all
his army came to Jerusalem, and
they besieged it.¢

2 In the 11th year of Zed-e-ki'-
ah, in the fourth month, on the
ninth day of the month, they
broke through the city wall."
3 And all the princes of the
king of Babylon went in and sat
down in the Middle Gate,’ name-
ly, Ner’gal-shar-e’zer the Sam’gar,
Ne’bo-Sar’se-chim the Rab’sa-ris,*
Ner’'gal-shar-e’zer the Rab'mag,”

39:1 *Lit., “Nebuchadrezzar,” a variant
spelling. 39:3 *Or according to a dif-
ferent word division of the Hebrew text,
“Nergal-sharezer, Samgar-nebo, Sarse-
chim, Rabsaris.” #Or “the chief magi-
cian (astrologer).”
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and all the rest of the princes of
the king of Babylon.

4 When King Zed-e-ki'ah of
Judah and all the soldiers saw
them, they fled,” going out of
the city by night by way of the
king’s garden, through the gate
between the double wall, and
they continued by the way of the
Ar’'a-bah.® 5 But the Chal-de’an
army chased after them, and
they overtook Zed-e-ki'ah in the
desert plains of Jer’i-cho.c They
captured him and brought him
up to King Neb-u-chad-nez'zar*
of Babylon at Rib’lah¢ in the land
of Ha'math,c where he passed
sentence on him. 6 The king of
Babylon had the sons of Zed-e-
ki’ah slaughtered before his eyes
there at Rib’lah, and the king of
Babylon had all the nobles of
Judah slaughtered.” 7 Then he
blinded the eyes of Zed-e-ki'ah,
after which he bound him with
copper fetters to bring him to
Babylon.s

8 The Chal-de’ans then
burned down the king’s house*
and the houses of the people,”
and they tore down the walls
of Jerusalem.” 9 Neb-u'zar-ad'-
an’ the chief of the guard took
into exile to Babylon the rest of
the people who were left in the
city, the deserters who had de-
fected to him, and anyone who
remained.

10 But Neb-u'zar-ad’an the
chief of the guard left in the land
of Judah some of the poorest
people, those who had nothing
at all. On that day he also gave
them vineyards and fields to
work. *k

11 Now King Neb-u-chad-nez'-
zar* of Babylon gave Neb-u'zar-
ad’an the chief of the guard
these orders concerning Jeremi-
ah: 12 “Take him and look af-

39:5, 11 *Lit., “Nebuchadrezzar,” a
variant spelling. 39:8 *Or “palace.”
39:10 *Or possibly, “compulsory ser-
vices.”
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Jer 26:24
e 2Ki22:8

f Jer32:2
Jer37:21

g Jer38:7
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j Jer39:9
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JEREMIAH 39:4-40:3

ter him; do him no harm, and
grant whatever he asks of you.”®

13 So Neb-u'zar-ad’an the
chief of the guard, Neb-u-shaz'ban
the Rab’saris,* Ner'gal-shar-e'zer
the Rab’'mag,” and all the princi-
pal men of the king of Babylon
sent 14 and had Jeremiah tak-
en out of the Courtyard of the
Guard® and handed him over to
Ged-a-liahc the son of A-hi’kam“
the son of Shaphane to be
brought to his house. So he lived
among the people.

15 While Jeremiah was con-
fined in the Courtyard of the
Guard,” the word of Jehovah
came to him, saying: 16 “Go
and tell E’'bed-mel’echs the E-thi-
o’'pi-an, ‘This is what Jehovah of
armies, the God of Israel, says:
“Here I am fulfilling my words
on this city for calamity and not
for good, and in that day you will
see it happen.”

17 “‘But I will rescue you in
that day,’ declares Jehovah, ‘and
you will not be handed over to
the men you fear.

18 “‘For I will surely provide
you with escape, and you will
not fall by the sword. You will
have your life* as a spoil,”" be-
cause you trusted in me,’ de-
clares Jehovah.”

4 The word that came to

Jeremiah from Jehovah
after Neb-u'zar-ad’an’/ the chief
of the guard let him go free
from Ra’'mah.* He had taken him
there bound with handcuffs, and
he was among all the exiles
of Jerusalem and of Judah who
were being deported to Bab-
ylon. 2 Then the chief of the
guard took Jeremiah and said to
him: “Jehovah your God foretold
this calamity against this place,
3 and Jehovah has brought it

39:13 *Or “the chief court official.”
#Or “the chief magician (astrologer).”
39:18 *Or “soul.” #Or “will escape with
your life.”



JEREMIAH 40:4-16

about just as he said, because
you people sinned against Jeho-
vah and did not obey his voice.
That is why this has happened to
you.2 4 Now I am releasing you
today from the handcuffs that
were on your hands. If it seems
good to you to come with me to
Babylon, come, and I will look af-
ter you. But if you do not want
to come with me to Babylon, do
not come. See! The entire land
is before you. Go wherever you
choose.”®

5 While Jeremiah still had
not turned back, Neb-u'zar-ad’an
said: “Return to Ged-a-li'ahc the
son of A-hi’kam? the son of Sha’-
phan,c whom the king of Babylon
has appointed over the cities of
Judah, and stay with him among
the people; or go wherever you
choose.”

The chief of the guard then
gave him a food allowance and
a gift and let him go. 6 So Jer-
emiah went to Ged-a-li'ah the
son of A-hi'’kam at Miz'pah’ and
stayed with him among the peo-
ple who were left in the land.

7 In time all the army chiefs
who were in the field with their
men heard that the king of Bab-
ylon had appointed Ged-a‘li'ah
the son of A-hi’kam over the land
and that he had appointed him
over the men, women, and chil-
dren from the poor people of the
land who had not been deport-
ed to Babylon. 8 So they came
to Ged-a-li'ah at Miz'pah." They
were Ish'ma-el’ the son of Neth-a-
ni'ah, Jo-ha'nan/ and Jon’a-than
the sons of Kare’ah, Se-rai'ah
the son of Tan-hu'meth, the sons
of E'phai the Ne-toph'’a-thite, and
Jez-a-ni'ah* the son of the Ma-ac'-
a-thite, together with their men.
9 Ged-a-liah the son of A-hi-
kam the son of Sha’phan swore
an oath to them and to their
men, saying: “Do not be afraid
of serving the Chal-de’ans. Live
in the land and serve the king

CHAP. 40
a Jer 50:7

b Jer39:11,12

C 2Ki 25:22
Jer 39:13,14
Jer 41:2

d 2Ki22:12,13
Jer 26:24
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of Babylon, and it will go well
with you.2 10 As for me, I will
stay in Miz'pah to represent you
to* the Chal-de’ans who come to
us. But you should gather wine,
summer fruits, and oil and put
them in your storage containers
and settle in the cities that you
have taken over.”®

11 And all the Jews who were
in Mo’ab, Am'mon, and E'dom, as
well as those who were in all the
other lands, also heard that the
king of Babylon had let a rem-
nant stay in Judah and that he
had appointed over them Ged-a-
li'ah the son of A-hi'’kam the son
of Sha’'phan. 12 So all the Jews
began returning from all the
places to which they had been
dispersed, and they came into
the land of Judah, to Ged-a-li'-
ah at Miz'pah. And they gathered
wine and summer fruits in very
great quantity.

13 Jo-ha’nan the son of Ka-
re’ah and all the army chiefs who
were in the field came to Ged-
a-li‘ah at Miz'pah. 14 They said
to him: “Do you not know that
Ba'a‘lis, the king of the Am’'mon-
ites,c has sent Ish'ma-el the son
of Neth-a-ni'ah to kill you?”*? But
Ged-a-liah the son of A-hi'’kam
did not believe them.

15 Then Jo-ha’nan the son of
Kare’'ah secretly told Ged-a-li'-
ah in Miz'pah: “I want to go and
strike down Ish'ma-el the son
of Neth-a-ni'ah, and no one will
know. Why should he kill you,*
and why should all the people of
Judah who have gathered to you
be scattered and the remnant
of Judah perish?” 16 But Ged-
a-li‘ahe the son of A-hi'kam said
to Jo-ha'nan the son of Ka-re’ah:
“Do not do this, for what you are
saying concerning Ish'ma-el is a
lie.”

40:10 *Lit., “to stand before.” 40:14
*Or “to strike your soul?” 40:15 *Or
“strike your soul.”
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4 In the seventh month Ish’-
ma-el? son of Neth-a-ni'ah
son of E-lish’a‘ma, who was of
the royal line* and one of the
principal men of the king, came
with ten other men to Ged-a-li’-
ah the son of A-hi'’kam at Miz'-
pah.? As they were eating a meal
together in Miz'pah, 2 Ish’'ma-el
the son of Neth-a-ni'ah and the
ten men who were with him rose
up and struck down Ged-a-li'ah
the son of A-hi’kam the son of
Sha’phan with the sword. So he
put to death the one whom the
king of Babylon had appointed
over the land. 3 Ish’'ma-el also
struck down all the Jews who
were with Ged-a-li’'ah in Miz'pah,
as well as the Chal-de’an soldiers
who were there.

4 On the second day after
Ged-a‘li'ah had been put to death,
before anyone knew about it,
5 there came 80 men from She'-
chem,¢ from Shi'loh,? and from
Sa'mar’i-a.c Their beards were
shaved off, their garments were
ripped apart, they had cut them-
selves,” and they had grain offer-
ings and frankincense¢ in their
hand to bring to the house of Je-
hovah. 6 So Ish'ma-el the son of
Neth-a-ni'ah went out from Miz'-
pah to meet them, weeping as
he walked along. When he en-
countered them, he said to
them: “Come to Ged-ali'ah the
son of Ahikam.” 7 But when
they came into the city, Ish'ma-
el the son of Neth-a-ni'ah and his
men slaughtered them and threw
them into the cistern.

8 But there were ten men
among them who said to Ish’'ma-
el: “Do not put us to death, for
we have hidden stores of wheat,
barley, oil, and honey in the
field.” So he refrained from put-
ting them to death along with
their brothers. 9 Now Ish'ma-el
threw all the carcasses of the

41:1 *Lit., “the seed of the kingdom.”

CHAP. 41

a 2Ki25:23
Jer 40:14

b 2Ki 25:25

¢ 1Ki12:1

d Jos 18:1

e 1Ki 16:23,24

f Le 19:27,28
De 14:1
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Second Col.

a 1Ki 15:22
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b Jer 40:12

c Jer 40:7

d Jer 40:14

e Jer40:13
Jer 43:2

f Jer 40:6

g Jer41:2

JEREMIAH 41:1-16

men he had killed into a great
cistern, the one that King A’sa
had made because of King Ba'a-
sha of Israel.? This was the cis-
tern that Ish'ma-el the son of
Neth-a-ni'ah filled with the slain
men.

10 Ish'ma-el took captive all
the rest of the people in Miz'-
pah,? including the daughters of
the king and all the people left
in Miz'pah, whom Neb-u'zar-ad’-
an the chief of the guard had
put in the custody of Ged-a-li-
ahc the son of A-hi'’kam. Ish'ma-
el the son of Neth-a-ni’ah took
them captive and went off to
cross over to the Am'mon-ites.¢

11 When Jo-ha’'nane the son
of Kare'ah and all the army
chiefs who were with him heard
about all the evil that Ish'ma-el
the son of Neth-a-ni’'ah had done,
12 they took all the men and
went off to fight against Ish'ma-
el the son of Neth-ani'ah, and
they found him by the great wa-
ters* in Gib’e-on.

13 All the people who were
with Ish'ma-el rejoiced when they
saw Jo-ha'nan the son of Kare'-
ah and all the army chiefs with
him. 14 Then all the people
whom Ish'ma-el had taken captive
from Miz'pah’ turned around and
went back with Jo-ha'nan the son
of Kare’ah. 15 But Ish'ma-el the
son of Neth-a-ni'ah and eight of
his men escaped from Jo-ha'nan
and went to the Am'monites.

16 Jo-ha'nan the son of Ka-re'-
ah and all the army chiefs who
were with him took with them the
rest of the people from Miz'pah,
those whom they had rescued
from Ish'ma-el the son of Neth-
a-ni'ah after he had struck down
Ged-a-li'ahs the son of A-hi'kam.
They brought the men, the sol-
diers, the women, the children,
and the court officials back from

41:12 *Or possibly, “great pool.”



JEREMIAH 41:17-42:18

Gib’e-on. 17 So they went and
stayed in the lodging place of
Chim’ham next to Beth'le-hem,
intending to go on into Egypt®
18 because of the Chal-de’ans.
For they had become afraid
of them, since Ish'ma-el the son
of Neth-a-ni'ah had struck down
Ged-a-liah the son of A-hi'kam,
whom the king of Babylon had ap-
pointed over the land.c
4 Then all the army chiefs,
and Jo-ha'nan‘ the son of
Ka-re’'ah, Jez-a-ni'ah the son of
Ho-shai'ah, and all the people,
from the least to the greatest,
approached 2 and said to Jere-
miah the prophet: “Hear, please,
our request for favor, and pray
in our behalf to Jehovah your
God, in behalf of all this rem-
nant, for just a few of many are
left,e as you can see. 3 May Je-
hovah your God tell us the way
we should walk and what we
should do.”

4 Jeremiah the prophet re-
plied to them: “I have heard you,
and I am praying to Jehovah
your God according to your re-
quest; and every word that Jeho-
vah answers you, I will tell you.
I will not hold back a word from
you.”

5 They replied to Jeremiah:
“May Jehovah be a true and
faithful witness against us if we
do not do exactly as Jehovah
your God instructs us through
you. 6 Whether good or bad,
we will obey the voice of Jeho-
vah our God, to whom we are
sending you, so that it may go
well with us because we obey
the voice of Jehovah our God.”

7 Now ten days later the word
of Jehovah came to Jeremiah.
8 So he called for Jo-ha'nan the
son of Kare’ah and for all the
army chiefs who were with him
and for all the people, from the
least to the greatest.” 9 He said
to them: “This is what Jehovah

CHAP. 41
a Ge35:19

b 2Ki 25:26
Jer 42:14
Jer 43:7

C Jer41:2

CHAP. 42

d Jer 40:13, 14

e De 28:62

f Jer 41:16
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a De 32:36
Jer 18:7,8
Mic 7:18

b Jer 41:17,18

c Ex34:6
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e De 28:45
Jer 44:12-14
Jer 44:27,28
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the God of Israel says, to whom
you sent me to present your re-
quest for favor before him:
10 ‘If you will indeed remain in
this land, then I will build you
up and not tear you down, and
I will plant you and not uproot
you, for I will feel regret* over
the calamity I have caused you.?
11 Do not be afraid because of
the king of Babylon, whom you
fear.’»

“Do not be afraid because
of him,” declares Jehovah, ‘for
I am with you, to save you and
to rescue you out of his hand.
12 And I will show you mercy,¢
and he will have mercy on you
and return you to your own land.

13 “But if you say, “No, we
will not remain in this land!”
and you disobey the voice of Je-
hovah your God 14 by saying,
“No, we will go instead to the
land of Egypt,? where we will not
see war or hear the sound of
the horn or hunger for bread;
there is where we will live,”
15 then hear the word of Jeho-
vah, O remnant of Judah. This is
what Jehovah of armies, the God
of Israel, says: “If you are abso-
lutely determined to go to Egypt
and you go there to reside,*
16 then the very sword you are
afraid of will catch up with you
there in the land of Egypt, and
the very famine you fear will
follow after you to Egypt, and
there you will die.e 17 And all
the men who are determined to
go to Egypt to reside there will
die by the sword, by famine, and
by pestilence.* None of them will
survive or escape the calamity
that I will bring on them.”

18 “For this is what Jeho-
vah of armies, the God of Is-
rael, says: ‘Just as my anger and
my wrath were poured out on

42:10 *Or “feel grieved.” 42:15 *Or
“to reside for a while.” 42:17 *Or “dis-
ease.”
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the inhabitants of Jerusalem,?
so my wrath will be poured out
on you if you go to Egypt, and
you will become a curse, an ob-
ject of horror, a malediction, and
a reproach,® and you will never
again see this place.

19 “Jehovah has spoken
against you, O remnant of Ju-
dah. Do not go to Egypt. You
should know for a certain-
ty that I have warned you today
20 that your error will cost you
your lives.* For you sent me to
Jehovah your God, saying, ‘Pray
in our behalf to Jehovah our
God, and tell us everything that
Jehovah our God says, and we
will do it’c 21 And I told you
today, but you will not obey the
voice of Jehovah your God or do
anything he sent me to tell you.?
22 Therefore, know for a cer-
tainty that by the sword, by fam-
ine, and by pestilence you will
die in the place where you desire
to go and reside.”®
4 When Jeremiah had fin-

ished speaking to all the
people all these words from Je-
hovah their God, every sin-
gle word that Jehovah their God
had sent him to tell them, 2 Az-
a-ri'ah the son of Ho-shai'ah, Jo-
ha'nan’ the son of Kare’ah, and
all the presumptuous men said
to Jeremiah: “What you are say-
ing is a lie! Jehovah our God has
not sent you to say, ‘Do not go
to Egypt to reside there. 3 But
Bar’uchs the son of Ne-ri‘ah is in-
citing you against us to hand us
over to the Chal-de’ans, to put us
to death or to take us into exile
in Babylon.”"

4 So Jo-ha’nan the son of Ka-
re’'ah and all the army chiefs
and all the people disobeyed
the voice of Jehovah to remain
in the land of Judah. 5 Instead,
Jo-ha’'nan the son of Kare'ah

42:20 *Or “souls.”
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Jer 46:13
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Eze 5:12

k Jer 46:25
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and all the army chiefs took with
them all the remnant of Judah
who had returned to reside in
the land of Judah from all the
nations where they had been dis-
persed.? 6 They took the men,
the women, the children, the
daughters of the king, and every-
one* whom Neb-u'zar-ad’an® the
chief of the guard had left with
Ged-a-li'ah¢ the son of A-hi'’kam¢
the son of Sha’phan,¢ as well as
Jeremiah the prophet and Bar’-
uch the son of Ne-ri'ah. 7 And
they went into the land of Egypt,
for they did not obey the voice
of Jehovah, and they went as far
as Tah’'pan-hes.f

8 Then the word of Jehovah
came to Jeremiah in Tah'pan-
hes, saying: 9 “Take in your
hand large stones, and hide
them in the mortar in the brick
terrace at the entrance of the
house of Phar’aoh in Tah'pan-
hes, with the Jewish men look-
ing on. 10 Then say to them,
“This is what Jehovah of armies,
the God of Israel, says: “Here I
am sending for Neb-u-chad-nez’-
zar* the king of Babylon, my ser-
vant,9 and I will place his throne
right above these stones that I
have hidden, and he will ex-
tend his royal tent over them.’
11 And he will come in and
strike the land of Egypt. Who-
ever is meant for deadly plague
will be for deadly plague, and
whoever is meant for captivity
will be for captivity, and who-
ever is meant for the sword will
be for the sword./ 12 And I will
set the houses* of the gods of
Egypt on fire, and he will burn
them and lead them captive.
He will wrap the land of Egypt
around himself just as a shep-
herd wraps himself in his gar-
ment, and he will depart from

43:6 *Or “every soul.” 43:10 *Lit.,
“Nebuchadrezzar,” a variant spelling.
43:12 *Or “temples.”



JEREMIAH 43:13-44:14

there in peace.* 13 And he will
break to pieces the pillars*
of Beth-she’'mesh” in the land
of Egypt, and he will burn the
houses® of the gods of Egypt
with fire.”””

4 The word that came to

Jeremiah for all the Jews
living in the land of Egypt,?
those living in Mig'dol,, Tah'-
pan-hes,c Noph,*? and the land
of Path'ros,e saying: 2 “This is
what Jehovah of armies, the God
of Israel, says, ‘You have seen
all the calamity that I brought
on Jerusalem’ and on all the cit-
ies of Judah, and today they
are in ruins, without an inhabi-
tant.9 3 It is because of the evil
things that they did to offend me
by going and making sacrifices’
and serving other gods whom
they had not known, neither you
nor your forefathers.” 4 I kept
sending all my servants the
prophets to you, sending them
again and again,* saying: “Please
do not do this detestable thing
that I hate.”” 5 But they did not
listen or incline their ear to
turn back from their evil by not
making sacrifices to other gods.*
6 So my wrath and my anger
were poured out and burned in
the cities of Judah and in the
streets of Jerusalem, and they
became a ruin and a wasteland,
as they are today.”

7 “And now this is what Je-
hovah, the God of armies, the
God of Israel, says, ‘Why are
you causing a great calamity to
yourselves,* so that every man
and woman, child and infant,
will perish from Judah, leaving
you without a remnant? 8 Why
should you offend me with the

43:12 *Or “unharmed.” 43:13 *Or
“obelisks.” #Or “House (Temple) of the
Sun,” that is, Heliopolis. 2Or “tem-
ples.” 44:1 *Or “Memphis.” 44:4
*Lit., “rising up early and sending.”
44:7 *Or “your souls.”

CHAP. 44
a Jer43:4,7

b Eze 29:10
Eze 30:6

c Eze 30:18

d Jer 46:14
Eze 30:16

e Eze 29:14
Eze 30:14

f 2Ki 25:9,10
Jer 39:8

glall
h Jer11:17

i De13:6-9
De 32:17
Jer19:4

j 2Ch 36:15,16
Isa 65:2
Jer 7:24-26
Jer 35:15

k Jer19:13

1 1sa 6:11
Jer 39:8

Second Col.
a 1Ki9:7

Jer 24:9

Jer 42:18

b 2Ki 21:19, 20
2Ki 24:8,9

¢ 1Ki 11:1-3
d Jer 44:19
e Jer 36:22-24
f De6:1,2
g Eze 30:13
h Jer 42:17,18

i Jer21:9
Jer 42:22
Jer 43:11

1100

works of your hands by sacrific-
ing to other gods in the land of
Egypt where you have gone to
reside? You will perish and be-
come an object of cursing and a
reproach among all the nations
of the earth.e 9 Have you for-
gotten the wicked deeds of
your forefathers and the wick-
ed deeds of the kings of Judah®
and the wicked deeds of their
wives, < as well as your own wick-
ed deeds and the wicked deeds
of your wives,? that were done
in the land of Judah and in the
streets of Jerusalem? 10 Down
to this day they have not hum-
bled themselves,* they have
shown no fear,e nor have they
walked in my law and my stat-
utes that I set before you and
your forefathers.'’

11 “Therefore this is what Je-
hovah of armies, the God of Is-
rael, says, ‘Here I am deter-
mined to bring calamity on you,
to destroy all Judah. 12 And I
will take the remnant of Judah
who were determined to go to
the land of Egypt to reside there,
and they will all perish in the
land of Egypt.9 They will fall by
the sword and perish by the fam-
ine; from the least to the great-
est, they will die by the sword
and by famine. And they will be-
come a curse, an object of hor-
ror, a malediction, and a re-
proach.” 13 I will punish those
dwelling in the land of Egypt just
as I punished Jerusalem, with
the sword, with famine, and with
pestilence.* 14 And the rem-
nant of Judah who have gone to
reside in the land of Egypt will
not escape or survive to return
to the land of Judah. They will
long* to return and dwell there,
but they will not return, except
for a few escapees.”

44:10 *Or “felt crushed.” 44:13 *Or
“disease.” 44:14 *Or “lift up their
soul.”



MAY 15-21 | JEREMIAH 39-43

e Song 150 and Prayer
o Opening Comments (3 min. or less)

TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD

o “Jehovah Will Render to Each One According
to His Works”: (10 min.)
Jer 39:4-7—Zedekiah suffered the consequences
of disobeying Jehovah (it-2 1228 {/4)
Jer 39:15-18—Jehovah showed appreciation to
Ebed-melech for demonstrating trust in Him
(w12 5/1 31 95)
Jer 40:1-6—Jehovah took care of his faithful
servant Jeremiah (it-2 482)

Digging for Spiritual Gems: (8 min.)
Jer 42:1-3; 43:2, 4—What lessons can we learn
from Johanan’s mistake? (w03 5/1 10 10)

Jer 43:6, 7—What is the significance of the events
described in these verses? (it-1 463 {[4)

What has this week’s Bible reading taught you
about Jehovah?

What other spiritual gems have you discovered
in this week’s Bible reading?

o Bible Reading: (4 min. or less) Jer 40:11-41:3

APPLY YOURSELF TO THE FIELD MINISTRY

o Initial Call: (2 min. or less) Isa 46:10—Teach the
Truth. Lay the groundwork for a return visit.

e Return Visit: (4 min. or less) Re 12:7-9, 12—Teach
the Truth. Lay the groundwork for the next visit.

o Bible Study: (6 min. or less) bh 153 {[19-20—Invite
the person to the meeting.

LIVING AS CHRISTIANS

e Song 138

e “Jehovah Does Not Forget Your Love” (Ps 71:18):
(15 min.) Discussion. Begin by playing the video
Jehovah Does Not Forget Your Love (video category
PROGRAMS AND EVENTS).

e Congregation Bible Study: (30 min.) kr chap. 12
1116-23, boxes on pp. 125, 128; review box on p. 129

e Review Followed by Preview of Next Week (3 min.)
e Song 103 and Prayer

Jehovah Does Not Forget Your Love

WATCH THE VIDEO JEHOVAH DOES NOT FORGET
YOUR LOVE, AND THEN ANSWER THE FOLLOWING
QUESTIONS:

e What challenges come with advancing age?

e How does Jehovah view his aged servants whose
ministry is now limited?

e What does Jehovah want us to do even when
we are older?

e What good quality often accompanies old age?

e How can older ones encourage younger ones?

e If you have grown old, how do Leviticus 19:32 and
Proverbs 16:31 encourage you?

e How did an older brother or sister encourage
you recently?
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JEREMIAH 39-43 | Jehovah Will Render to Each One According to His Works

Zedekiah disobeyed Jehovah’s direction
to surrender to Babylon

e Zedekiah’s sons were slaughtered before
his eyes. He then was blinded, bound with
copper fetters, and imprisoned in Babylon
until his death

Ebed-melech demonstrated trust in Jehovah
and concern for His prophet Jeremiah

e Jehovah promised to safeguard
Ebed-melech during Judah’s destruction

Jeremiah preached boldly for many years
before Jerusalem was destroyed

e Jehovah protected Jeremiah during
Jerusalem’s siege and arranged for him
to be released by the Babylonians
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Treasures From God’s Word

Jeremiah 39:4-7—Zedekiah suffered the consequences of disobeying Jehovah
Reference: it-2 1228 paragraph 4.

Finally (607 B.C.E.), “in the eleventh year of Zedekiah, in the fourth month, on the ninth day of
the month,” Jerusalem was broken through. By night Zedekiah and the men of war took to flight.
Overtaken in the desert plains of Jericho, Zedekiah was taken to Nebuchadnezzar at Riblah.
Zedekiah’s sons were slaughtered before his eyes. As Zedekiah was only about 32 years of age at
the time, the boys could not have been very old. After witnessing the death of his sons, Zedekiah
was blinded, bound with copper fetters, and taken to Babylon, where he died in the house of
custody.—2 Kings 25:2-7; Jeremiah 39:2-7; 44:30; 52:6-11; compare Jeremiah 24:8-10; Ezekiel
12:11-16; 21:25-27.

Jeremiah 39:15-18—Jehovah showed appreciation to Ebed-melech for demonstrating
trust in Him

Reference: w12 5/1 31 paragraph 5.

Jehovah saw what Ebed-melech did. Did He appreciate it? Through Jeremiah, God told Ebed-
melech that Judah’s destruction was imminent. Then God gave Ebed-melech what one scholar
calls “a quintuple guarantee of salvation.” Jehovah said: “I will deliver you . . . You will not be
given into the hand of the men . . . I shall without fail furnish you an escape . . . By the sword
you will not fall . . . You will certainly come to have your soul as a spoil.” Why did Jehovah
promise to keep Ebed-melech safe? Jehovah told him: “Because you have trusted in me.”
(Jeremiah 39:16-18) Jehovah knew that Ebed-melech had acted not only because of his concern
for Jeremiah but also because of his trust and faith in God.

Jeremiah 40:1-6—Jehovah took care of his faithful servant Jeremiah
Reference: it-2 482.

Nebuzaradan, under orders from Nebuchadnezzar, released Jeremiah and spoke to him kindly,
letting him choose what he would do, offering to look after him and granting him some supplies.
Nebuzaradan was also spokesman for the king of Babylon in appointing Gedaliah governor over
those remaining. (2 Kings 25:22; Jeremiah 39:11-14; 40:1-7; 41:10) About five years later,

602 B.C.E., Nebuzaradan took other Jews into exile, apparently those who had fled to
surrounding territories.—Jeremiah 52:30.



Digging for Spiritual Gems
Jeremiah 42:1-3; 43:2, 4—What lessons can we learn from Johanan’s mistake?
Reference: w03 5/1 10 paragraph 10.

After Jerusalem had been destroyed and the Babylonian army had departed with the Jewish
exiles, Johanan prepared to take into Egypt the small group of Jews that remained in Judah. Their
plans were made, but before leaving they asked Jeremiah to pray in their behalf and seek
direction from Jehovah. However, when they did not get the answer they wanted, they went right
ahead and did what they had planned. (Jeremiah 41:16—43:7) Do you see in these events lessons
that can benefit you so that when you seek Jehovah’s face, he will let himself be found by you?

Jeremiah 43:6, 7—What is the significance of the events described in these verses?
Reference: it-1 463 paragraph 4.

Jerusalem came under final siege in Zedekiah’s 9th year (609 B.C.E.), and the city fell in his
11th year (607 B.C.E.), corresponding to Nebuchadnezzar’s 19th year of actual rule (counting
from his accession year in 625 B.C.E.). (2 Kings 25:1-8) In the fifth month of that year (the
month of Ab, corresponding to parts of July and August) the city was set afire, the walls were
pulled down, and the majority of the people were led off into exile. However, “some of the lowly
people of the land” were allowed to remain, and these did so until the assassination of Gedaliah,
Nebuchadnezzar’s appointee, whereupon they fled into Egypt, finally leaving Judah completely
desolate. (2 Kings 25:9-12, 22-26) This was in the seventh month, Ethanim (or Tishri,
corresponding to parts of September and October). Hence the count of the 70 years of desolation
must have begun about October 1, 607 B.C.E., ending in 537 B.C.E. By the seventh month of
this latter year the first repatriated Jews arrived back in Judah, 70 years from the start of the full
desolation of the land.—2 Chronicles 36:21-23; Ezra 3:1.
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e Song 138

e “Jehovah Does Not Forget Your Love” (Ps 71:18):
(15 min.) Discussion. Begin by playing the video
Jehovah Does Not Forget Your Love (video category
PROGRAMS AND EVENTS).

e Congregation Bible Study: (30 min.) kr chap. 12
1116-23, boxes on pp. 125, 128; review box on p. 129

e Review Followed by Preview of Next Week (3 min.)
e Song 103 and Prayer

Jehovah Does Not Forget Your Love

WATCH THE VIDEO JEHOVAH DOES NOT FORGET
YOUR LOVE, AND THEN ANSWER THE FOLLOWING
QUESTIONS:

e What challenges come with advancing age?

e How does Jehovah view his aged servants whose
ministry is now limited?

e What does Jehovah want us to do even when
we are older?

e What good quality often accompanies old age?

e How can older ones encourage younger ones?

e If you have grown old, how do Leviticus 19:32 and
Proverbs 16:31 encourage you?

e How did an older brother or sister encourage
you recently?




Worship That God Approves 153

19 As a result of your decision to quit practicing false re-
ligion, some may choose to stop associating with you. By
serving Jehovah with his people, however, you will gain
far more than you could ever lose. Like Jesus’ early disci-
ples who left other things to follow him, you will come
to have many spiritual brothers and sisters. You will be-
come part of a large worldwide family of millions of true
Christians, who show you genuine love. And you will
have the wonderful hope of everlasting life “in the com-
ing system of things.” (Mark 10:28-30) Perhaps in time,
those who abandoned you because of your beliefs will
look into what the Bible teaches and become worshipers
of Jehovah.

20 The Bible teaches that God will soon bring an end
to this wicked system of things and will replace it with a
righteous new world under the rulership of his Kingdom.
(2 Peter 3:9, 13) What a marvelous world that will be!
And in that righteous new system, there will be only one
religion, one true form of worship. Is it not the course of
wisdom for you to take the necessary steps to come into
association with true worshipers right now?

19. What will you gain by serving Jehovah?
20. What does the future hold for those who practice the true reli-
gion?

WHAT THE BIBLE TEACHES
m There is only one true religion.—Matthew
7:13, 14.
m True religion is identified by its teachings
and practices.—Matthew 7:16, 17.
m Jehovah’s Witnesses practice the worship
that God approves.—Isaiah 43:10.
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Beauty in Gray-Headedness

(Proverbs 16:31)
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(See also Ps. 71:9, 18; Prov. 20:29; Matt.

25:21, 23; Luke 22:28; 1 Tim. 5:1.)
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16. (a) What responsibility
do elders have? (b) How
did the Bible Students view
Jesus’ admonition to ‘shep-
herd the sheep’?

17. How have overseers
been helped to become
capable shepherds?

Kingdom Ministry
School in the
Philippines, 1966
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the growing need for oversight and shepherding care with-
in the congregations. (Isa. 60:3-5) Just think of it—the num-
ber of congregations worldwide increased from over 27,000
in 1971 to more than 113,000 in 2013! Clearly, with fore-
sight, our King has provided the needed shepherds for his
followers at the right time.—Mic. S:5.

“Becoming Examples to the Flock”

16 Back in the early days of the Bible Students, the el-
ders already understood that they had a responsibility to
help fellow believers to remain servants of God. (Read Ga-
latians 6:10.) In 1908, an article in the Watch Tower consid-
ered Jesus’ admonition: “Shepherd my little sheep.” (John
21:15-17) The article told elders: “It is very important that
the Master’s commission in respect to the flock shall have
a prominent place in our hearts, that we shall rightly es-
teem it a great privilege to feed and to tend the Lord’s fol-
lowers.” In 1925, The Watch Tower again emphasized the im-
portance of serving as shepherds by reminding elders: “The
church of God is his own, . . . and he will hold all respon-
sible for their privilege of serving their brethren.”

17 How has Jehovah’s organization helped elders to
turn their shepherding skills from ‘iron into silver’? By
providing training. In 1959, the first Kingdom Ministry
School for overseers was held. One class session considered
the subject “Giving Personal Attention.” Those responsible
brothers were encouraged to “work out a schedule for vis-
iting publishers in their homes.” The session presented var-
ious ways in which shepherds could make such visits up-
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“WE WERE AMAZED?”

A MISSIONARY couple in Asia were assigned

to a congregation that had not seen growth in
many years. They noticed that the local broth-
ers were loving but did not follow organization-
al instructions. After the missionaries had
developed friendships with the publishers, the
missionary brother set out step-by-step to
bring the congregation structure in line with

wide. What was the result? Within two years,
meeting attendance doubled, new ones began
to share in the preaching work, and more
than 20 got baptized. “We were amazed,”
recount the couple. “Jehovah blessed us super-
abundantly! Seeing the results of applying the
instructions of God’s organization has given
joy to all in the congregation.”

the way Jehovah’s people are organized world-

building. In 1966, an updated Kingdom Ministry School
began. It considered the subject “Importance of the Shep-
herding Work.” What was the main point of that class ses-
sion? Those taking the lead “should share in providing lov-
ing care for the flock of God, while not failing to give due
attention to their own households and to the field minis-
try.” In recent years, more schools for elders have been
held. What has been the result of the continuing training
that Jehovah’s organization has provided? Today, the Chris-
tian congregation has thousands of qualified brothers who
serve as spiritual shepherds.

18 Christian elders have been put in place by Jehovah
through our King, Jesus, to carry out a weighty task. What
is it? To lead God’s sheep through the most critical time in
human history. (Eph. 4:11, 12; 2 Tim. 3:1) Jehovah and Jesus
have deep affection for hardworking elders because these
brothers obey the Scriptural admonition: “Shepherd the
flock of God under your care . . . willingly . . . , eagerly. . .,
becoming examples to the flock.” (1 Pet. 5:2, 3) Let us con-
sider two of the many ways in which Christian shepherds
are examples to the flock and greatly contribute to peace
and joy in the congregation.

How Elders Today Shepherd the Flock of God

19 First, elders work with members of the congregation.
The Gospel writer Luke stated about Jesus: “He traveled
from city to city and from village to village, preaching and
declaring the good news of the Kingdom of God. And the
Twelve were with him.” (Luke 8:1) Just as Jesus preached

ORGANIZED TO SERVE “THE GOD OF PEACE”

18. (a) With what weighty
responsibility have elders
been entrusted? (b) Why
do Jehovah and Jesus have
affection for hardworking
elders?

19. How do we feel about
elders who accompany us
in the ministry?
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_ As__a,sh.ep,herd searches for

a'lost sheep, so elders strive
" to find those who have lost

contact with the congregation



alongside his apostles, so exemplary elders today work side
by side with their fellow believers in the preaching work.
They realize that by doing so, they contribute much to the
wholesome spirit of the congregation. How do congrega-
tion members feel about such elders? Jeannine, a sister in
her late 80’s, notes: “Working together with an elder in field
service gives me a fine opportunity to converse with him
and to get to know him better.” Steven, a brother in his
mid-30’s, says: “When an elder works with me in the door-
to-door ministry, I feel he wants to help me. Receiving such
help gives me much joy.”

20 Second, Jehovah’s organization has trained elders to
show concern for those who have lost contact with the con-
gregation. (Heb. 12:12) Why should elders help such spiri-
tually weak ones, and how should they go about it? Jesus’
parable about a shepherd and a lost sheep provides the an-
swers. (Read Luke 15:4-7.) When the shepherd in the par-
able notices that a sheep is missing, he searches for the lost
sheep as if it were the only one he possesses. How do Chris-
tian elders today imitate the example set by that shepherd?
Just as the lost sheep remains precious in the eyes of the
shepherd, so those who have lost contact with God’s peo-
ple remain precious in the eyes of the elders. They view a
spiritually weak individual as a lost sheep—not a lost cause.
Moreover, just as the shepherd decides to “go after the lost
one until he finds it,” so elders take the initiative to find
and help those who are weak.

21 What does the shepherd in the parable do when he
finds the sheep? He gently lifts it up, “puts it on his shoul-
ders,” and carries it back to the flock. Similarly, an elder’s
heartfelt expressions of concern may gently lift up a spiri-
tually weak one and help him to return to the congrega-
tion. That is what happened to Victor, a brother in Africa
who stopped associating with the congregation. He relates:
“During the eight years that I was inactive, the elders kept
reaching out to me.” What especially touched him? He ex-
plains: “One day, John, an elder with whom I had attend-
ed the Pioneer Service School, took time to visit me and
showed me some pictures he had taken of us during the
school. They brought back so many wonderful memories
that I began to long for the joy I felt when I served Jeho-
vah.” Shortly after John’s visit, Victor returned to the con-
gregation. Today he again serves as a pioneer. Indeed, car-
ing Christian elders contribute greatly to our joy.—2 Cor.
1:24.121
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20, 21. How can elders im-
itate the shepherd in Jesus’
parable? Give an example.
(See also the box “Fruitful

Weekly Visits.”)

FOOTNOTE

[2] See the article “Christian Elders
—‘Fellow Workers for Our Joy,”” in the
January 15, 2013, issue of The Watch-

tower, pages 27-31.
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FRUITFUL WEEKLY VISITS

MOVED by the desire to help the lost sheep,
the elders in a congregation in the United
States considered what they could do to help
those who had lost contact with the flock.
They determined that about 30 individuals
who had stopped serving Jehovah decades
earlier were still living in the congregation’s
territory. Most of them were now up in age.

Alfredo, one of the elders, got a list of their
names and began visiting them. “Every Friday
morning, | knock on the door of an inactive
one,” he relates. When the inactive one opens
the door, Alfredo tries to have a relaxed con-
versation in which he conveys his heartfelt
feelings of concern. He tells the inactive
brother or sister that the congregation has
not forgotten the fine work the person did in
behalf of Jehovah’s Kingdom. Says Alfredo,
“When | told one elderly inactive brother how
many hours he had preached and how many
magazines he had placed during the last
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month that he reported field service in 1976,
the brother’s eyes welled up with tears.”
Alfredo also reads Luke 15:4-7, 10 with those
whom he visits, and then he asks them,
“What happens when a lost sheep returns
to the congregation? Jehovah, Jesus, and the
angels rejoice—just think of it!”

For the past two years, Alfredo has been
reaching out to inactive ones. What has
been the result of his patient efforts? He has
had the joy of helping two brothers start
associating with the congregation again.
They now regularly attend the Sunday meet-
ing. “When they entered the Kingdom Hall,
it was my turn to shed some tears,” he says
with a smile. “Although these inactive ones
have started attending meetings,” he adds,
“I still contact them on Fridays because they
tell me that those weekly visits are moments
they look forward to—and | feel the same
way!”

GOD’S KINGDOM RULES!



Improved Oversight Strengthens Unity
Among God’s People

22 As noted earlier, Jehovah foretold that righteousness
and peace would steadily increase among God’s people. (Isa.
60:17) Both of these qualities fortify the unity of the con-
gregations. In what ways? As to righteousness, “God is one
Jehovah.” (Deut. 6:4) His righteous standards do not differ
from congregations in one country to congregations in an-
other country. No, his standards of right and wrong are
one, and they are the same for “all the congregations of the
holy ones.” (1 Cor. 14:33) Hence, a congregation will flour-
ish only when God’s standards are applied. As to peace, our
King wants us not only to enjoy peace in the congregation
but also to be “peacemakers.” (Matt. 5:9) Therefore, we
“pursue the things making for peace.” We take the initia-
tive in resolving differences that may at times arise among
us. (Rom. 14:19) In that way, we contribute to both the
peace and the unity of our congregation.—Isa. 60:18.

23 Back in November 1895, when the Watch Tower an-
nounced the first elder arrangement, the responsible broth-
ers also expressed their heartfelt desire. What was it? They
wished and prayed that this new organizational arrange-
ment would help God’s people to “come speedily to the unity
of the faith.” Looking back over the decades, we are grateful
to note that the gradual refinements in oversight brought
about by Jehovah through our King have indeed fortified
our unity of worship. (Ps. 99:4) As a result, today all of Je-
hovah’s people worldwide rejoice as we walk “in the same
spirit,” follow “the same footsteps,” and serve the “God of
peace” “shoulder to shoulder.”—2 Cor. 12:18; read Zepha-
niah 3:9.

22. How do righteousness
and peace fortify the unity
of the Christian congrega-
tion? (See also the box “We
Were Amazed.”)

23. As Jehovah’s servants,
what do we enjoy today?

How Real Is m What organizational improvements has the Kingdom

brought about?

the Kingdom

m How have adjustments in congregation oversight helped
to You? you to serve “the God of peace”?

m What words and deeds of an elder have added to your joy?

m How can you personally contribute to both the peace and

the unity of the congregation?
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Shepherds—Gifts in Men

(Ephesians 4:8)

C G/C F/C C F/C C D/C  G/B
/9 y /m— I — . —1 r— T ]
y AW- 3 | | — | 1 % %—% % I | | M| |
— e o e ¢ O
Help in our lives, Je - ho - vah pro-vides, Shep-herdsto tend his flock.
Shep-herds who love us care how we feel; Gent - ly theyguide the way.
God -ly ad-vice and coun-sel they give, That we may nev - er stray.
'ﬂ'—o_‘t'_'_fﬁ_,c'ig;f:cﬁ
| | | | | | |
— i — i i e i i i e e i
N - = — — = -
C G/B F/A C/G F Dm?7 E7sus4 E7
() ‘ | — |
(SSSESSESSS S S SSS =
= | | I I | 1]
< I - ‘
By their ex-am - ple they serve as guides, Show-ing us how to walk.
When we are hurt, they help us to heal, Kind in the words they say.
Thus they as -sist  us, God’s way to live, Serv-ing him ev -’ry day.
.
o) = %lf_ ! :1 r o] . — 1, Jﬂté‘ﬁhﬂ
h o I 1 T I — —r1
N — -5 - ‘
Chorus
Am F F/G G/F C/E Dm7 CJE D7/F# G
) - ‘ i | | f - T ]
2 T = |
& 1 1
o o r 1—‘—‘ o ¢ & O
N—
God gives us men who have earned our trust, Men who are loy - al and true.
- &
e =
g T ! 7 TTJ1 1 r ; 1 Y 1 I =II
X i LA s - * L
Am F E7 Am F C/G G7 C
) o | |
i i z — e ———— 1|
| | | | | 1 il |
I | 1 @ = 1 | 1 |
 —| e p=3 o ‘ ﬁ % o
Ee2
They show con-cern for his pre-cious sheep; Love them for all that they do.
P e |
: = %ﬂﬂ:ﬁﬁ?:ﬁkp—w—u
E— e i | =1
N - o ; =

(See also Isa. 32:1, 2; Jer. 3:15; John 21:15-17; Acts 20:28.)
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36 We Guard Our Hearts

(Proverbs 4:23)
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SONGS: 36, 54

HOW WOULD YOU
ANSWER?

What does it mean to serve
Jehovah with a complete
heart?

What impressed you about
God'’s approval of the
four kings of Judah?

Which of the four kings would
you like to imitate, and why?

18

JEHOSHAPHAT

HEZEKIAH

Serve Jehovah
With a Complete Heart!

“O Jehovah, remember, please, how I have walked
before you faithfully and with a complete heart.”—2 x1. 20:3.

BEING imperfect, we are prone to make mistakes. Thankful-
ly, though, Jehovah does not deal with us “according to our
sins,” provided that we are repentant and in faith approach
him humbly on the basis of Jesus’ ransom sacrifice. (Ps. 103:
10) Yet, as David told Solomon, for our daily worship to be
acceptable to Jehovah, we have to “serve him with a com-
plete heart.” (1 Chron. 28:9) How can we as imperfect hu-
mans do so?

2 To aid us in this respect, we can compare the life of
King Asa with that of King Amaziah. Both Judean kings did
what was right in the eyes of Jehovah, but Asa did so with a
complete heart. (2 Chron. 15:16, 17; 25:1, 2; Prov. 17:3) Both
kings were imperfect and made mistakes. Yet, Asa basically
did not deviate from God’s ways, for his heart was “com-
pletely devoted” to God. (1 Chron. 28:9, ftn.) Amaziah, on
the other hand, was not fully devoted to Jehovah. After
gaining the victory over God’s enemies, he brought back

1-3. What is involved in serving Jehovah with “a complete heart”? lllus-
trate.

JOSIAH



their gods and began worshipping them.
—2 Chron. 25:11-16.

3 Serving God with “a complete
heart” involves full devotion that does
not end. In the Bible, the word “heart”
usually refers to a man’s inner self.
It encompasses his desires, thinking,
disposition, attitudes, abilities, motiva-
tions, and goals. So a person who serves
Jehovah with his whole heart does not
render hypocritical service. He does
not just go through the motions of wor-
shipping Jehovah. What about us? Well,
if we, though being imperfect humans,
continue to be fully devoted to God
without hypocrisy, we will be serving
God with a complete heart.—2 Chron.
19:9.

4 To appreciate what it means to serve
God with a complete heart, let us con-
sider the life of Asa as well as that of
some other kings of Judah who served
God with heartfelt devotion—Jehosha-
phat, Hezekiah, and Josiah. All four
of them made mistakes, but they still
gained Jehovah’s approval. Why did
God view them as having served him
with a complete heart, and how can we
imitate them?

ASA’S HEART
“WAS COMPLETE WITH JEHOVAH”

5 Asa was the third king of Judah
after the northern ten-tribe kingdom
of Israel separated. He rid his domain
of idolatry and expelled the male tem-
ple prostitutes. He even removed his
grandmother Maacah from the posi-
tion of “queen mother, because she had
made an obscene idol.” (1 Ki. 15:11-13)

4. What will we now consider?
5. What decisive actions did Asa take?

Furthermore, Asa urged his people “to
search for Jehovah . . . and to observe
the Law and the commandment.” Yes,
he promoted true worship.—2 Chron.
14:4.

6 Jehovah blessed Judah with peace
for the first ten years of Asa’s reign.
Then Zerah the Ethiopian came against
Judah with 1,000,000 men and 300
chariots. (2 Chron. 14:1, 6, 9, 10) How
did Asa react to this crisis? He ex-
pressed full confidence in Jehovah.
(Read 2 Chronicles 14:11.) In answer
to Asa’s heartfelt prayer, God gave Asa a
complete victory, annihilating the Ethi-
opian army. (2 Chron. 14:12, 13) Even
when kings were not faithful to him, Je-
hovah could give them victory over the
enemy for the sake of his own name.
(1 Ki. 20:13, 26-30) Asa, however, re-
lied on God, and Jehovah answered his
prayer. Granted, on later occasions, Asa
acted unwisely. For example, he sought
help from the king of Syria rather than
from Jehovah. (1 Ki. 15:16-22) Still,
God’s overall assessment was that Asa’s
heart “was complete with Jehovah all
his life.” How can we imitate Asa in do-
ing good?—1 Ki. 15:14.

7 Each of us can examine his heart to
see if it is fully devoted to God. Ask
yourself, ‘Am I determined to please Je-
hovah, to defend true worship, and to
protect his people from any corrupting
influence?” Think how much courage
Asa had to muster to stand up to Maa-
cah, who was “queen mother” in the
land! You probably do not know anyone

6. How did Asa react when the Ethiopians in-
vaded the land?

7, 8. How can you imitate Asa in serving Jeho-
vah?
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who acts just like her, but there may be
a situation in which you can imitate
Asa’s zeal. For example, what if a mem-
ber of your family or a close friend sins,
is unrepentant, and has to be disfellow-
shipped? Would you take decisive ac-
tion by ceasing to associate with that
person? What would your heart move
you to do?

8 Like Asa, you can show that you
have a complete heart by fully relying
on God when you are faced with oppo-
sition, even some that may seem insur-
mountable. You may be teased or ridi-
culed at school for taking a stand as one
of Jehovah’s Witnesses. Or colleagues
at work may taunt you for taking days
off for spiritual activities or for not of-
ten working overtime. In such situa-
tions, pray to God, just as Asa did. Cou-
rageously rely on Jehovah, remaining
firm for what you know is right and
wise. Remember that God strengthened
and helped Asa, and He will strengthen
you.

9 God’s servants go beyond simply
thinking about themselves. Asa pro-
moted true worship. We likewise help
others “to search for Jehovah.” How
pleased Jehovah must be when he sees
that we speak to our neighbors and oth-
ers about him, doing so out of genuine
love for him and genuine interest in the
everlasting welfare of people!

JEHOSHAPHAT SEARCHED
FOR JEHOVAH
10 Asa’s son Jehoshaphat “kept walk-
ing in the way of his father Asa.”

9. When preaching, how can we show that we
have a complete heart?

10, 11. How can you follow the course of Je-
hoshaphat?

20 THE WATCHTOWER

(2 Chron. 20:31, 32) How so? Like
his father, Jehoshaphat encouraged the
people to search for Jehovah. He did
so by organizing a teaching campaign
that used “the book of Jehovah’s Law.”
(2 Chron. 17:7-10) He even went to the
territory of the northern kingdom of
Israel, to the mountainous region of
Ephraim, “to bring them back to Jeho-
vah.” (2 Chron. 19:4) Jehoshaphat was
a king “who searched for Jehovah with
all his heart.”—2 Chron. 22:9.

11 We can all have a share in the great
teaching campaign that Jehovah is hav-
ing done today. Is it your goal each
month to teach the Word of God to oth-
ers, trying to move their heart to serve
God? By your extending yourself and
with God'’s blessing, you may be able to
start a Bible study. Is that a goal that
you pray about? Are you willing to ac-
cept this challenge, even giving up some
of what is commonly viewed as free
time? And just as Jehoshaphat went to
the territory of Ephraim to help people
return to true worship, we can reach out
to those who have become inactive. In
addition, the congregation elders ar-
range to visit and offer help to disfel-
lowshipped ones in the congregation
territory who may have left their past
practice of sin.

12 | jke his father, Asa, Jehoshaphat
maintained his devotion to God even
when threatened by an overwhelming
enemy force. (Read 2 Chronicles 20:
2-4.) Jehoshaphat did become afraid!
Yet, “he resolved to search for Jeho-
vah.” In prayer, he humbly admitted

12, 13. (a) When facing a frightening situa-

tion, how did Jehoshaphat react? (b) Why
should we imitate Jehoshaphat in acknowledg-
ing our weaknesses?



that his people were “powerless before
this large crowd” and that he and his
people did not know what to do. He ful-
ly relied on Jehovah, saying: “Our eyes
are toward you.”—2 Chron. 20:12.

13 Sometimes we, like Jehoshaphat,
may not know what to do, even being
afraid. (2 Cor. 4:8, 9) But remember
that Jehoshaphat acknowledged in a
public prayer how weak he and his peo-
ple felt. (2 Chron. 20:5) Those who take
the spiritual lead in the family can imi-
tate Jehoshaphat by turning to Jeho-
vah for guidance and strength to cope
with the problem they face. Do not
feel ashamed to let your family hear
such supplications. They will sense your
trust in Jehovah. God helped Jehosha-
phat, and he will also help you.

HEZEKIAH KEPT DOING
WHAT WAS RIGHT

14 To become known as a king who
“held fast to Jehovah,” Hezekiah, un-
like Jehoshaphat, had to overcome the
bad influence of an idolatrous father.
Hezekiah “removed the high places,
smashed the sacred pillars, and cut
down the sacred pole. He also crushed
the copper serpent that Moses had
made,” which by then had been misused
for idolatrous purposes. He was fully
devoted to Jehovah, for “he continued
to keep the commandments that Jeho-
vah had given to Moses.”—2 Ki. 18:1-6.

15 Even when Assyria, the world pow-
er at that time, invaded Judah and
threatened to annihilate Jerusalem,
Hezekiah wholeheartedly relied on Je-
hovah. The Assyrian King Sennacherib

14, 15. How did Hezekiah show complete reli-
ance on God?

taunted Jehovah and tried to intimidate
Hezekiah into surrendering. However,
in prayer Hezekiah expressed full trust
in Jehovah’s saving power. (Read Isa-
iah 37:15-20.) God answered his prayer
by sending an angel to strike down 185,-
000 Assyrians.—Isa. 37:36, 37.

16 Hezekiah later became sick to the
point of dying. He begged Jehovah to
remember how he had walked before
Him. (Read 2 Kings 20:1-3.) We know
from the Scriptures that we are not liv-
ing at a time when we can look to God
for miraculous healings or an extension
of our life. Still, as did Hezekiah, each
of us can say to Jehovah in prayer: “I
have walked before you faithfully and
with a complete heart.” Do you be-
lieve that Jehovah is capable and willing
to sustain you even on a sickbed?—Ps.
41:3.

17 Meditating on the example of Heze-
kiah, we may see a need to remove
something that is hindering our rela-
tionship with God or diverting our at-
tention from true worship. Clearly, we
do not want to imitate those in the
world who, using social media, treat hu-
mans as if they were idols. Of course,
some Christians may find pleasure in
communicating with family or close
friends by such means. But many in the
world use social media excessively, fol-
lowing men or women whom they do
not even know. Or they spend a great
deal of time looking at pictures of or
reading about such individuals. There is
the danger of becoming consumed with
what amounts to trivia. A Christian
could even become puffed up with pride

16, 17. How can you imitate Hezekiah as you
serve God?
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over how many like his postings, even
taking offense if they cease to follow
him. Can we imagine the apostle Paul or
Aquila and Priscilla occupying them-
selves each day posting images or fol-
lowing someone outside of the brother-
hood? We read that Paul was “intensely
occupied with the word.” And Priscilla
and Aquila used their time to explain
“the way of God more accurately” to
others. (Acts 18:4, 5, 26) We can ask
ourselves, ‘Do I avoid idolizing humans
or using a great deal of valuable time on
inconsequential matters?” —Read Ephe-
sians 5:15, 16.

JOSIAH KEPT JEHOVAH’S
COMMANDMENTS

18 King Josiah, Hezekiah’s great-
grandson, also resolutely kept Je-
hovah’s commandments “with all his
heart.” (2 Chron. 34:31) When he was
still a teenager, “he started to search for
the God of David,” and by the time
he was 20, he began to cleanse Judah
of idolatry. (Read 2 Chronicles 34:
1-3.) Josiah was zealous in doing what
pleased God, far more so than many
kings of Judah. Still, when what may
have been the original writings of the
Mosaic Law were found and read to Jo-
siah, he saw the need to do God’s will
more fully. He urged others to serve
Jehovah. As a result, the people “did
not deviate from following Jehovah”
throughout Josiah’s lifetime.—2 Chron.
34:27, 33.

19 Like Josiah, young ones should
start to seek Jehovah from an ear-
ly age. Repentant King Manasseh may
have taught Josiah about God’s mercy.

18, 19. In what ways would you like to be like
Josiah?
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Young ones, draw close to faithful older
ones in your family and in the congrega-
tion and learn how good Jehovah has
been to them. Also, remember that the
reading of the Scriptures touched Josi-
ah’s heart and moved him to take ac-
tion. Your reading of the Word of God
may move you to take action that will
increase your happiness and strengthen
your friendship with God as well as spur
you on to help others to search for God.
(Read 2 Chronicles 34:18, 19.) A study
of the Bible may also help you to notice
ways that you can improve in your ser-
vice to God. If you do, apply yourself,
just as Josiah did.

SERVE JEHOVAH
WITH A COMPLETE HEART!

20 Do you see the benefit of reviewing
how the four kings of Judah whom we
have considered served Jehovah with a
complete heart? They were zealous in
doing God’s will and were fully devoted
to accomplishing it. They kept doing
God’s will. They even did so when they
faced formidable foes. Most important,
their motive for serving Jehovah was
pure.

21 As we will see in the next article, the
four kings whom we have considered all
made mistakes. Yet, when the Examiner
of the heart scrutinized them, he saw
that their heart was complete toward
him. We too are imperfect. As Jehovah
examines us, does he conclude that we
are serving him with a complete heart?
Let us address that matter in the follow-
ing article.

20, 21. (a) What do the four kings we consid-
ered have in common? (b) What will we discuss
in the next article?



“This Is the Way”

(Isaiah 30:20, 21)
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“This Is the Way”
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(See also Ps. 32:8; 139:24; Prov. 6:23.)



Compassion
for a Leper

S JESUS and his four disciples
Avisit the cities of Galilee, news

about the wonderful things he is
doing spreads throughout the district.
Word of his deeds reaches one city
where there is a man sick with leprosy.
The physician Luke describes him as
being “full of leprosy.” In its advanced
stages, this dreadful disease slowly
disfigures various parts of the body. So
this leper is in a pitiful condition.

When Jesus arrives in the city, the
leper approaches him. According to
God’'s law, a leper is to call out in warn-
ing, “Unclean, unclean!” to protect oth-
ers from coming too close and risking

infection. The leper now falls upon his
face and begs Jesus: “Lord, if you just
want to, you can make me clean.”

What faith the man has in Jesus! Yet,
how pitiful his disease must make him
appear! What will Jesus do? What
would you do? Moved with compas-
sion, Jesus stretches out his hand and
touches the man, saying: “l want to. Be
made clean.” And immediately the lep-
rosy vanishes from him.

Would you like someone so compas-
sionate as this for your king? The way
Jesus treats this leper provides confi-
dence that during his Kingdom rule the
Bible prophecy will be fulfilled: “He will

THE WATCHTOWER—APRIL 15, 1986

Jesus’ meand

feel sorry for the lowly one and the
poor one.” Yes, Jesus will then fulfill his
heart's desire to help all afflicted ones.

Even prior to healing the leper, Jesus’
ministry has been creating great excite-
ment among the people. In fulfillment
of Isaiah’s prophecy, Jesus now orders
the healed man: “See that you tell no-
body a thing.” He then instructs him:
“Go show yourself to the priest and
offer in behalf of your cleansing the
things Moses directed, for a witness to
them.”

But the man is so happy that he
cannot keep the miracle to himself. He
goes off and begins spreading the news

everywhere, apparently causing such
interest and curiosity among the people
that Jesus cannot openly go into a
city. Thus Jesus stays in lonely places
where nobody lives, and people from all
over come there to listen to him and to
be cured of their sicknesses. Luke 5:
12-16; Mark 1:40-45; Matthew 8:2-4;
Leviticus 13:45; 14:10-13; Psalm 72:13;
Isaiah 42:1, 2.

¢+ What effect can Ieprosg have, and what
warning was a leper to give”

¢+ How did a leper appeal to Jesus, and what
can we learn from Jesus' response?

¢+ How did the healed man fail to obey Jesus,
and what were the consequences?
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