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APRIL 10 -16 � JEREMIAH 22 - 24

˙ Song 36 and Prayer
˙ Opening Comments (3 min. or less)

TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD

APPLY YOURSELF TO THE FIELD MINISTRY

LIVING AS CHRISTIANS

˙ “DoYou Have ‘a Heart to Know’ Jehovah?”: (10 min.)
Jer 24:1-3—Jehovah compared people to figs
(w13 3/15 8 �2)
Jer 24:4-7—The good figs represented those who
had a receptive, obedient heart (w13 3/15 8 �4)
Jer 24:8-10—The bad figs represented those who
had a rebellious, disobedient heart (w13 3/15 8 �3)

˙ Digging for Spiritual Gems: (8 min.)
Jer 22:30—Why did this decree not annul Jesus’
right to ascend the throne of David? (w07 3/15
10 �9)

Jer 23:33—What is “the burden of Jehovah”?
(w07 3/15 11 �1)

What has this week’s Bible reading taught you
about Jehovah?

What other spiritual gems have you discovered
in this week’s Bible reading?

˙ Bible Reading: (4 min. or less) Jer 23:25-36

˙ Initial Call: (2 min. or less) g17.2 cover—Lay the
groundwork for a return visit.

˙ Return Visit: (4 min. or less) g17.2 cover—Lay the
groundwork for the next visit.

˙ Bible Study: (6 min. or less) lv 5 �1-2—Show how
to reach the heart.

˙ Song 38
˙ “You Can Encourage an Inactive Christian”:

(15 min.) Discussion. Play the video Encourage the
Inactive Ones (video category THE BIBLE).

˙ Congregation Bible Study: (30 min.) kr chap. 11
�1-8

˙ Review Followed by Preview of Next Week (3 min.)
˙ Song 82 and Prayer

JEREMIAH 22-24 � Do You Have “a Heart to Know” Jehovah?

Jehovah compared people to figs

24:5

˙ Faithful ones among the Jewish exiles in Babylon were
like good figs

24:8

˙ Unfaithful King Zedekiah and others who did what was
bad were like bad figs

How can we develop “a heart to know” Jehovah?

24:7

˙ Jehovah will give us “a heart to know” him if we study
and apply his Word

˙ We must honestly inspect our heart and root out
attitudes and desires that jeopardize our relationship
with Jehovah

Consider: Do I have “a heart to know” Jehovah? How can I develop one?
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36 We Guard Our Hearts
(Proverbs 4:23)

We guard our hearts, it means our life;
Pre - pared in heart, we search for God
Our hearts we shield from harm - ful thoughts,

We shun the path of sin.
By means of ear - nest prayer.
We dwell on what is true.

God reads the heart, and there he finds
Each day we give him praise and thanks,
We love God’s Word to touch our hearts,

The per - son deep with - in.
Re - veal - ing ev - ’ry care.
To strength - en and re - new.
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We Guard Our Hearts

(See also Ps. 34:1; Phil. 4:8; 1 Pet. 3:4.)

Some - times the heart de - ceives the mind,
The things Je - ho - vah teach - es us,
Je - ho - vah loves his loy - al ones;

And we be - gin to stray.
We glad - ly will o - bey.
On this we can de - pend.

So may our mind di - rect our heart
We cul - ti - vate a loy - al heart,
We’ll wor - ship him whole - heart - ed - ly

And keep Je - ho - vah’s way.
To please him ev - ’ry day.
For - ev - er as his friend.



way of death. 9 Those who re-
main in this city will die by the
sword, by famine, and by pesti-
lence. But whoever goes out and
surrenders to the Chal·de�ans
who are besieging you will keep
living, and he will have his life�
as a spoil.”’�a

10 “‘“For I have set my face
against this city for calamity
and not for good,”b declares Je-
hovah. “It will be given into the
hand of the king of Babylon,c and
he will burn it with fire.”d

11 “‘To the household of the
king of Judah: Hear the word of
Jehovah. 12 O house of David,
this is what Jehovah says:

“Uphold justice every morn-
ing,

And rescue the one being
robbed from the hand of
the defrauder,e

So that my wrath does not
blaze like a firef

And burn with no one to
extinguish it

Because of your evil
deeds.”’g

13 ‘Here I am against you,
O inhabitant of the valley,�

O rock of the level land,’
declares Jehovah.

‘As for you who say: “Who
will come down against us?

And who will invade our
dwellings?”

14 I will hold an accounting
against you

As your deeds deserve,’h
declares Jehovah.

‘And I will set her forest
ablaze,

And it will consume all
the things around her.’” i

22 This is what Jehovah says:
“Go down to the house�

of the king of Judah, and de-
liver this message. 2 You must

21:9 �Or “soul.” �Or “will escape with
his life.” 21:13 �Or “low plain.” 22:1
�Or “palace.”

say, ‘Hear the word of Jeho-
vah, O king of Judah who sits
on the throne of David, you with
your servants and your people,
those who enter through these
gates. 3 This is what Jehovah
says: “Uphold justice and righ-
teousness. Rescue the one being
robbed from the hand of the de-
frauder. Do not mistreat any for-
eign resident, and do not harm
any fatherless child� or widow.a
And do not shed any innocent
blood in this place.b 4 For if
you are careful to carry out this
word, then the kings who sit on
the throne of Davidc will enter
through the gates of this house,
riding in chariots and on hors-
es, they with their servants and
their people.”’d

5 “‘But if you will not obey
these words, by myself I do
swear,’ declares Jehovah, ‘that
this house will become a devas-
tated place.’e

6 “For this is what Jehovah
says concerning the house of the
king of Judah,

‘You are as Gil�e·ad to me,
Like the summit of

Leb�a·non.
But I will make you a

wilderness;
Not one of your cities will

be inhabited.f
7 And I will appoint� destroy-

ers against you,
Each with his weapons.g
They will cut down your

choicest cedars
And make them fall into the

fire.h
8 “‘And many nations will

pass by this city and say to
one another: “Why did Jeho-
vah do this to this great city?” i

9 And they will reply: “Because
they abandoned the covenant of
Jehovah their God and bowed

22:3 �Or “any orphan.” 22:7 �Lit.,
“sanctify.”

CHAP. 21
a Jer 27:12, 13

Jer 38:2, 17

b Jer 44:11

c Jer 38:3

d 2Ch 36:17, 19
Jer 17:27
Jer 34:2
Jer 37:10
Jer 39:8

e Isa 1:17
Jer 22:3
Eze 22:29
Mic 2:2

f De 32:22
Isa 1:31
Jer 7:20

g Jer 7:5-7

h Jer 5:9
Jer 9:9

i 2Ch 36:17, 19
Jer 52:12, 13

��������������������

Second Col.
��������������������

CHAP. 22
a Le 19:15

Isa 1:17
Eze 22:7
Mic 2:2

b 2Ki 24:3, 4
Jer 7:6, 7

c 1Ki 2:12

d Jer 17:24, 25

e Jer 39:8
Mic 3:12

f Isa 6:11
Jer 7:34

g Eze 9:1

h Jer 21:14

i De 29:24-26
1Ki 9:8, 9
La 2:15

JEREMIAH 21:9–22:9 1066



down to other gods and served
them.”’a
10 Do not weep for the

dead one,
And do not sympathize

with him.
Instead, weep profusely

for the one going away,
For he will return no more

to see the land of his birth.
11 “For this is what Jehovah

says concerning Shal�lum�b son
of Jo·si�ah, the king of Judah
who is reigning instead of his fa-
ther Jo·si�ahc and who has gone
out of this place: ‘He will return
there no more. 12 For he will
die in the place where they have
taken him into exile, and he will
see this land no more.’d
13 Woe to the one who builds

his house without
righteousness

And his upper rooms without
justice,

Who makes his fellow man
serve him for nothing,

Whose wages he refuses
to pay;e

14 The one saying, ‘I will build
for myself a roomy house

With spacious upper rooms.
I will fit it with windows
And panel it with cedar and

paint it with vermilion.’�
15 Will you continue reigning

because you outdo others
in your use of cedar?

Your father also ate and
drank,

But he upheld justice and
righteousness,f

And it went well with him.
16 He defended the legal claim

of the afflicted one and
the poor one,

So that it went well.
‘Is that not what it means

to know me?’ declares
Jehovah.

22:11 �Also called Jehoahaz. 22:14
�Or “red.”

17 ‘But your eyes and heart are
set only on your dishonest
gain,

On shedding innocent blood,
And on committing fraud and

extortion.’
18 “Therefore this is what Je-

hovah says concerning Je·hoi�a-
kima son of Jo·si�ah, the king of
Judah,

‘They will not mourn him:
“Alas, my brother! Alas,

my sister!”
They will not mourn him:
“Alas, O master! Alas, his

majesty!”
19 With the burial of a donkey

he will be buried,b
Dragged about and thrown

away,
Outside the gates of

Jerusalem.’c
20 Go up to Leb�a·non and cry

out,
Raise your voice in Ba�shan,
And cry out from Ab�a·rim,d
For all your passionate lov-

ers have been crushed.e
21 I spoke to you when you felt

secure.
But you said, ‘I will not

obey.’f
This has been your course

since youth,
For you have not obeyed

my voice.g
22 Awind will shepherd all your

shepherds,h
And your passionate lovers

will go into captivity.
Then you will be put to

shame and humiliated be-
cause of all your calamity.

23 O you who dwell in
Leb�a·non, i

Nestled among the cedars, j
How you will groan when

pangs come on you,
Anguish� like that of a

woman giving birth!”k

22:23 �Lit., “Birth pangs.”

CHAP. 22
a 2Ki 22:16, 17

b 1Ch 3:15
2Ch 36:1

c 2Ki 23:29, 30

d 2Ki 23:34
2Ch 36:4

e Le 19:13
Mic 3:9, 10

f 2Ki 22:1, 2
2Ki 23:23, 25

��������������������

Second Col.
a 2Ki 23:34

2Ch 36:4

b Jer 36:30

c 2Ch 36:5, 6

d De 32:49

e 2Ki 24:7

f Jer 2:31
Jer 6:16

g De 9:7
Jg 2:11

h Jer 23:1
Eze 34:2

i Jer 22:6

j Isa 2:12, 13

k Jer 4:31
Jer 6:24

1067 JEREMIAH 22:10-23



24 “‘As surely as I am alive,’
declares Jehovah, ‘even if Co-
ni�ah�a son of Je·hoi�a·kim,b the
king of Judah, were the seal
ring on my right hand, I would
pull you off from there! 25 I
will give you into the hand of
those seeking to take your life,�
into the hand of those whom you
fear, into the hand of King Neb-
u·chad·nez�zar� of Babylon, and
into the hand of the Chal·de�-
ans.c 26 And I will hurl you and
your mother who gave birth to
you into another land where you
were not born, and there you
will die. 27 And they will nev-
er return to the land they yearn
for.�d
28 Is this man Co·ni�ah just a

despised, broken pot,
A vessel that nobody wants?
Why are he and his descen-

dants hurled down
And thrown into a land they

do not know?’e
29 O earth,� earth, earth, hear

the word of Jehovah.
30 This is what Jehovah says:

‘Write down this man as
childless,

As a man who will not have
any success during his
lifetime,�

For none of his descendants
will succeed

In sitting on David’s throne
and ruling again in
Judah.’”f

23 “Woe to the shepherds
who are destroying and

scattering the sheep of my pas-
ture!” declares Jehovah.g

2 Therefore this is what Je-
hovah the God of Israel says
against the shepherds who are

22:24 �Also called Jehoiachin and Jec-
oniah. 22:25 �Or “seeking your soul.”
�Lit., “Nebuchadrezzar,” a variant spell-
ing. 22:27 �Or “the land to which they
lift up their soul.” 22:29 �Or “land.”
22:30 �Lit., “days.”

shepherding my people: “You
have scattered my sheep; you
kept dispersing them, and you
have not turned your attention
to them.”a

“So I will turn my attention to
you because of your evil deeds,”
declares Jehovah.

3 “Then I will gather togeth-
er the remnant of my sheep from
all the lands to which I have dis-
persed them,b and I will bring
them back to their pasture,c and
they will be fruitful and be-
come many.d 4 And I will raise
up over them shepherds who will
really shepherd them.e They will
no longer be afraid or be terri-
fied, and none will be missing,”
declares Jehovah.

5 “Look! The days are com-
ing,” declares Jehovah, “when I
will raise up to David a righ-
teous sprout.�f And a king will
reigng and show insight and up-
hold justice and righteousness in
the land.h 6 In his days Judah
will be saved, i and Israel will re-
side in security. j And this is the
name by which he will be called:
Jehovah Is Our Righteousness.”k

7 “However, the days are
coming,” declares Jehovah,
“when they will no longer say,
‘As surely as Jehovah is alive,
who brought the people of Is-
rael out of the land of Egypt!’ l
8 but rather, ‘As surely as Je-
hovah is alive, who brought out
and brought back the descen-
dants of the house of Israel from
the land of the north and from
all the lands to which I had dis-
persed them,’ and they will dwell
in their own land.”m

9 Concerning the prophets:
My heart is broken

within me.
All my bones are shaking.
I am like a man who is drunk
And like a man overcome

by wine,

23:5 �Or “heir.”

CHAP. 22
a 2Ki 24:6

Jer 22:28
Jer 37:1
Mt 1:11

b 2Ki 23:34

c 2Ki 24:12, 15
2Ch 36:9, 10
Jer 24:1
Jer 29:1, 2

d Jer 52:31-34

e 1Ch 3:17, 18

f 2Ch 36:9, 10
Jer 36:30
Mt 1:12

��������������������

CHAP. 23
g Jer 10:21

Jer 50:6
Eze 34:2

��������������������

Second Col.
a Eze 34:5

b Isa 11:11
Isa 35:10
Jer 29:14
Jer 31:8

c Jer 50:19
Eze 34:14
Mic 2:12

d De 30:3, 5
Am 9:14
Zec 10:8

e Jer 3:15
Joh 21:15
Ac 20:28

f Isa 11:1
Isa 53:2
Jer 33:15, 16
Zec 3:8
Mt 2:23

g Lu 1:32, 33

h Isa 9:7
Isa 11:3, 4
Isa 32:1

i Zec 10:6

j De 33:28
Jer 32:37
Zec 14:11

k Isa 54:17

l Jer 16:14, 15

m Isa 43:5
Eze 34:13
Zep 3:20

JEREMIAH 22:24–23:9 1068



Because of Jehovah and
because of his holy words.

10 For the land is full of
adulterers;a

Because of the curse
the land has gone into
mourningb

And the pastures of the
wilderness have dried up.c

Their course is evil, and they
abuse their power.

11 “Both the prophet and the
priest are polluted.�d

Even in my own house I have
found their wickedness,”e
declares Jehovah.

12 “So their path will become
slippery and dark;f

They will be pushed and
will fall.

For I will bring calamity on
them

In the year of reckoning,”
declares Jehovah.

13 “And in the prophets of
Sa·mar�i·ag I have seen
what is repulsive.

Their prophecies are incited
by Ba�al,

And they lead my people
Israel astray.

14 And in the prophets of
Jerusalem I have seen
horrible things.

They commit adulteryh and
walk in falsehood; i

They encourage� evildoers,
And they do not turn away

from their wickedness.
To me they are all like

Sod�om, j
And her inhabitants are like

Go·mor�rah.”k

15 Therefore this is what Je-
hovah of armies says against the
prophets:

“Here I am making them eat
wormwood

23:11 �Or “apostate.” 23:14 �Lit.,
“strengthen the hands of.”

And giving them poisoned
water to drink.a

For from the prophets of
Jerusalem apostasy has
spread throughout the
land.”

16 This is what Jehovah of
armies says:

“Do not listen to the words
of the prophets who are
prophesying to you.b

They are deluding you.�
The vision they speak is

from their own heart,c
Not from the mouth of

Jehovah.d
17 They are saying again

and again to those who
disrespect me,

‘Jehovah has said: “You
will enjoy peace.”’e

And to everyone who follows
his own stubborn heart
they say,

‘No calamity will come upon
you.’f

18 For who has stood in the
inner circle of Jehovah

To see and hear his word?
Who has paid attention to his

word in order to hear it?
19 Look! The windstorm of

Jehovah will burst out
in fury;

Like a whirling tempest it
will whirl down on the
head of the wicked.g

20 The anger of Jehovah will
not turn back

Until he has carried out
and accomplished the
intentions of his heart.

In the final part of the days
you will clearly understand
this.

21 I did not send the prophets,
yet they ran.

I did not speak to them,
yet they prophesied.h

23:16 �Or “They are filling you with
empty hopes.”

CHAP. 23
a Jer 3:8, 9

Jer 5:7
Jer 13:27
Eze 22:11

b Isa 24:4
Joe 1:10

c Jer 12:4

d Isa 28:7
Jer 5:31
Jer 6:13
Eze 22:25
Zep 3:4

e 2Ch 33:1, 5
2Ch 36:14
Jer 7:11
Eze 8:10, 11
Eze 23:39

f Jer 13:16

g Eze 16:46

h Jer 29:21, 23

i Jer 23:26

j Isa 3:9

k Ge 18:20
De 32:32
Isa 1:10
Jude 7

��������������������

Second Col.
a Jer 8:14

Jer 9:15

b Jer 27:9
Jer 29:8

c La 2:14

d Jer 14:14
Eze 13:3
Eze 22:28

e Jer 4:10
Jer 6:13, 14
Jer 8:11
Eze 13:10

f Mic 3:11

g Jer 25:32
Jer 30:23, 24

h Jer 14:14
Jer 27:15
Jer 29:8, 9
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22 But if they had stood in my
inner circle,

They would have made my
people hear my words

And would have caused them
to turn back from their bad
way and their evil deeds.”a

23 “Am I only a God nearby,”
declares Jehovah, “and not
a God also from far away?”

24 “Can any man hide in a con-
cealed place where I can-
not see him?”b declares
Jehovah.

“Do I not fill the heavens
and the earth?”c declares
Jehovah.

25 “I have heard the proph-
ets who are prophesying lies in
my name say, ‘I had a dream!
I had a dream!’d 26 How long
will this continue in the heart of
the prophets, to prophesy lies?
They are prophets of the deceit
of their own heart.e 27 They
intend to make my people for-
get my name by the dreams
they relate to one another, just
as their fathers forgot my name
because of Ba�al.f 28 Let the
prophet who has a dream relate
the dream, but the one who has
my word should speak my word
truthfully.”

“What does the straw have
in common with the grain?” de-
clares Jehovah.

29 “Is not my word just like
a fire,”g declares Jehovah, “and
like a forge hammer that smash-
es the crag?”h

30 “So here I am against
the prophets,” declares Jehovah,
“who steal my words from one
another.” i

31 “Here I am against the
prophets,” declares Jehovah,
“those who use their tongue to
say, ‘He declares!’” j

32 “Here I am against the
prophets of lying dreams,” de-
clares Jehovah, “who relate them

and lead my people astray be-
cause of their lies and their
boasting.”a

“But I did not send them or
command them. So they will not
benefit this people at all,”b de-
clares Jehovah.

33 “And when this people or
a prophet or a priest asks you,
‘What is the burden� of Jeho-
vah?’ you should reply to them,
‘“You people are the burden!
And I will cast you off,”c declares
Jehovah.’ 34 As for the proph-
et or the priest or the people
who say, ‘This is the burden� of
Jehovah!’ I will turn my attention
on that man and on his house-
hold. 35 This is what each of
you is saying to his fellow and
to his brother, ‘What has Jeho-
vah answered? And what has Je-
hovah spoken?’ 36 But the bur-
den� of Jehovah you should
mention no more, for the bur-
den� is each one’s own word, and
you have changed the words of
the living God, Jehovah of ar-
mies, our God.

37 “This is what you will
say to the prophet, ‘What an-
swer has Jehovah given you?
And what has Jehovah spoken?
38 And if you keep saying,
“The burden� of Jehovah!” this
is what Jehovah says: “Because
of your saying, ‘This word is the
burden� of Jehovah,’ after I told
you, ‘You must not say: “The
burden� of Jehovah!”’ 39 look!
I will lift you up and throw you
away from my presence, both
you and the city that I gave
to you and your forefathers.
40 And I will bring on you ever-
lasting disgrace and everlasting
humiliation, which will not be
forgotten.”’”d

23:33 �Or “burdensome message.” The
Hebrew word has a double meaning:
“a weighty divine pronouncement” or
“something burdensome.” 23:34, 36,
38 �Or “burdensome message.”

CHAP. 23
a Jer 25:4, 5

b Ge 16:7, 13
Pr 15:3
Am 9:2
Heb 4:13

c Ps 139:7

d De 18:20
Jer 27:9
Jer 29:21, 23

e Jer 14:14

f Jg 3:7
2Ki 21:1, 3

g Jer 5:14

h Heb 4:12

i De 18:20
Jer 14:15
Eze 13:2, 3

j Eze 13:7
��������������������

Second Col.
a Zep 3:4

b Jer 7:8
La 2:14

c Jer 12:7

d Jer 24:9
Jer 42:18
La 5:20
Da 9:16

JEREMIAH 23:22-40 1070



24 Then Jehovah showed me
two baskets of figs set be-

fore the temple of Jehovah, after
King Neb·u·chad·nez�zar� of Bab-
ylon had carried into exile Jec-
o·ni�ah�a son of Je·hoi�a·kim,b the
king of Judah, along with the
princes of Judah, the craftsmen,
and the metalworkers;� he took
them from Jerusalem to Bab-
ylon.c 2 One basket had very
good figs, like early figs, but the
other basket had very bad figs,
so bad that they could not be
eaten.

3 Jehovah then asked me:
“What do you see, Jeremiah?” So
I said: “Figs; the good figs are
very good, but the bad ones are
very bad, so bad that they can-
not be eaten.”d

4 Then the word of Jehovah
came to me, saying: 5 “This is
what Jehovah the God of Israel
says, ‘Like these good figs, so I
will regard in a good way the ex-
iles of Judah, whom I have sent
away from this place to the land
of the Chal·de�ans. 6 I will keep
my eye on them for their good,
and I will cause them to return
to this land.e I will build them
up, and I will not tear down; I
will plant them, and I will not
uproot.f 7 And I will give them
a heart to know me, that I am
Jehovah.g They will become my
people, and I will become their
God,h for they will return to me
with all their heart. i

8 “‘But concerning the bad
figs that are so bad they cannot
be eaten, j this is what Jehovah
says: “So I will regard King Zed-
e·ki�ahk of Judah, his princes,
the remnant of Jerusalem who
are left in this land, and those
who are dwelling in the land of
Egypt. l 9 I will make them an

24:1; 25:1 �Lit., “Nebuchadrezzar,” a
variant spelling. 24:1 �Also called Je-
hoiachin and Coniah. �Or possibly,
“builders of bulwarks.”

object of horror and calamity to
all the kingdoms of the earth,a a
reproach, a proverbial saying, a
cause for ridicule, and a curseb

in all the places to which I dis-
perse them.c 10 And I will send
against them the sword,d the
famine, and the pestilence,�e un-
til they have perished from the
land that I gave to them and to
their forefathers.”’”

25 The word that came to Jer-
emiah concerning all the

people of Judah in the fourth
year of Je·hoi�a·kimf son of Jo·si�-
ah, the king of Judah, which was
the first year of King Neb·u·chad-
nez�zar� of Babylon. 2 This is
what Jeremiah the prophet spoke
concerning� all the people of Ju-
dah and all the inhabitants of Je-
rusalem:

3 “From the 13th year of Jo-
si�ahg son of A�mon, the king
of Judah, to this day, these 23
years, the word of Jehovah has
come to me, and I kept speaking
to you again and again,� but you
would not listen.h 4 And Jeho-
vah sent all his servants the
prophets to you, sending them
again and again,� but you would
not listen or incline your ear to
hear. i 5 They would say, ‘Turn
back, please, each of you from
your evil ways and your evil
deeds; j then you will continue
dwelling for a long time to come
in the land that Jehovah long ago
gave to you and to your fore-
fathers. 6 Do not follow other
gods and serve them and bow
down to them, offending me with
the work of your hands; other-
wise I will bring calamity on
you.’

7 “‘But you would not listen
to me,’ declares Jehovah. ‘In-
stead you offended me with the

24:10 �Or “disease.” 25:2 �Or “to.”
25:3 �Lit., “rising up early and speak-
ing.” 25:4 �Lit., “rising up early and
sending.”

CHAP. 24
a Jer 22:24

b 2Ki 24:6
1Ch 3:16

c 2Ki 24:15, 16
Jer 29:1, 2

d Jer 24:8

e Ezr 1:3
Jer 12:15
Jer 25:11
Jer 29:10
Eze 36:24

f Jer 1:10
Jer 30:18
Jer 32:41

g De 30:6
Jer 31:33
Eze 11:19

h Jer 30:22
Jer 32:38
Zec 8:8

i Jer 29:13

j Jer 29:17

k 2Ki 25:6, 7
Eze 12:12, 13

l Jer 44:1
Jer 46:13

��������������������

Second Col.
a Jer 15:4

Jer 34:17

b Jer 26:4, 6
Jer 29:22

c De 28:64
Jer 29:18

d Le 26:33
Jer 9:16

e De 28:59
Jer 15:2
Eze 7:15

��������������������

CHAP. 25
f 2Ki 24:1

Jer 36:1
Jer 46:2
Da 1:1

g Jer 1:2

h Jer 7:13
Jer 13:10

i Jer 29:19

j 2Ki 17:13
Isa 55:7
Jer 18:11
Jer 35:15
Eze 18:30
Eze 33:11
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4

APRIL 10 -16 � JEREMIAH 22 - 24

˙ Song 36 and Prayer
˙ Opening Comments (3 min. or less)

TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD

APPLY YOURSELF TO THE FIELD MINISTRY

LIVING AS CHRISTIANS

˙ “DoYou Have ‘a Heart to Know’ Jehovah?”: (10 min.)
Jer 24:1-3—Jehovah compared people to figs
(w13 3/15 8 �2)
Jer 24:4-7—The good figs represented those who
had a receptive, obedient heart (w13 3/15 8 �4)
Jer 24:8-10—The bad figs represented those who
had a rebellious, disobedient heart (w13 3/15 8 �3)

˙ Digging for Spiritual Gems: (8 min.)
Jer 22:30—Why did this decree not annul Jesus’
right to ascend the throne of David? (w07 3/15
10 �9)

Jer 23:33—What is “the burden of Jehovah”?
(w07 3/15 11 �1)

What has this week’s Bible reading taught you
about Jehovah?

What other spiritual gems have you discovered
in this week’s Bible reading?

˙ Bible Reading: (4 min. or less) Jer 23:25-36

˙ Initial Call: (2 min. or less) g17.2 cover—Lay the
groundwork for a return visit.

˙ Return Visit: (4 min. or less) g17.2 cover—Lay the
groundwork for the next visit.

˙ Bible Study: (6 min. or less) lv 5 �1-2—Show how
to reach the heart.

˙ Song 38
˙ “You Can Encourage an Inactive Christian”:

(15 min.) Discussion. Play the video Encourage the
Inactive Ones (video category THE BIBLE).

˙ Congregation Bible Study: (30 min.) kr chap. 11
�1-8

˙ Review Followed by Preview of Next Week (3 min.)
˙ Song 82 and Prayer

JEREMIAH 22-24 � Do You Have “a Heart to Know” Jehovah?

Jehovah compared people to figs

24:5

˙ Faithful ones among the Jewish exiles in Babylon were
like good figs

24:8

˙ Unfaithful King Zedekiah and others who did what was
bad were like bad figs

How can we develop “a heart to know” Jehovah?

24:7

˙ Jehovah will give us “a heart to know” him if we study
and apply his Word

˙ We must honestly inspect our heart and root out
attitudes and desires that jeopardize our relationship
with Jehovah

Consider: Do I have “a heart to know” Jehovah? How can I develop one?



April 10-16 

Treasures From God’s Word 

Jeremiah 24:1-3—Jehovah compared people to figs 

Reference: w13 3/15 8 paragraph 2. 

Jehovah once linked figs to hearts. God was not describing the nutritional benefit of eating figs. He was 

speaking figuratively. What he said through the prophet Jeremiah has implications for your heart and the hearts 

of your loved ones. As we consider what he said, think about what this can mean for Christians. 

 

Jeremiah 24:4-7—The good figs represented those who had a receptive, obedient heart 

Reference: w13 3/15 8 paragraph 4. 

Jehovah said of those represented by the good figs: “I will give them a heart to know me, that I am Jehovah; and 

they must become my people.” (Jeremiah 24:7) That is the theme text of this article, and how encouraging it is! 

God is willing to give individuals “a heart to know” him. In this case, the “heart” relates to one’s disposition. 

Certainly, you want to have such a heart and to be part of his people. Steps to that end include studying and 

applying his Word, repenting and turning around, dedicating your life to God, and being baptized in the name of 

the Father, Son, and holy spirit. (Matthew 28:19, 20; Acts 3:19) You may already have taken those steps, or you 

may be regularly associating with Jehovah’s Witnesses and be in the process of doing so. 

 

Jeremiah 24:8-10—The bad figs represented those who had a rebellious, disobedient heart 

Reference: w13 3/15 8 paragraph 3. 

Let us first consider something God said in Jeremiah’s day about figs. In 617 B.C.E., the nation of Judah was in 

a bad spiritual state. God gave a vision about what the future held, illustrating it with two types of figs—“very 

good” figs and “very bad” ones. (Read Jeremiah 24:1-3.) The bad figs meant King Zedekiah and others like him 

who faced severe treatment by King Nebuchadnezzar and his troops. But what of Ezekiel, Daniel and his three 

companions already in Babylon, and some Jews soon to be taken there? They were like good figs. A remnant of 

them would return to rebuild Jerusalem and its temple. In time, that did occur.—Jeremiah 24:8-10; 25:11, 12; 

29:10. 

Digging for Spiritual Gems 

Jeremiah 22:30—Why did this decree not annul Jesus’ right to ascend the throne of David? 

Reference: w07 3/15 10 paragraph 9. 

Did this decree annul Jesus Christ’s right to ascend the throne of David? (Matthew 1:1, 11) No, it did not. 

The decree barred any descendant of Jehoiachin from “sitting upon the throne of David . . . in Judah.” Jesus was 

to rule from the heavens, not from a throne in Judah. 

 

Jeremiah 23:33—What is “the burden of Jehovah”? 

Reference: w07 3/15 11 paragraph 1. 

In Jeremiah’s day, the weighty pronouncements uttered by the prophet regarding Jerusalem’s destruction were a 

burden to his fellow countrymen. In turn, the unresponsive people were such a burden to Jehovah that he would 

cast them off. Similarly, the Scriptural message regarding the coming destruction of Christendom is a burden to 

Christendom, and the people who give no heed are wearisome to God. 
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˙ Jehovah will give us “a heart to know” him if we study
and apply his Word

˙ We must honestly inspect our heart and root out
attitudes and desires that jeopardize our relationship
with Jehovah

Consider: Do I have “a heart to know” Jehovah? How can I develop one?



!"#2 No. 2 2017

WHAT IS BEHIND THE

SUPERNATURAL?



JEHOVAH’S WITNESSES: UNITED STATES: 1000 Red Mills
Road, Wallkill, NY 12589-3299. CANADA: PO Box 4100,
Georgetown, ON L7G 4Y4. For a complete list of worldwide
addresses, see www.jw.org/en/contact.

Awake! (ISSN 0005-237X) Issue 2 April 2017 is published bimonthly by Watchtower Bible and Tract Society of New York, Inc.;
L. Weaver, Jr., President; G. F. Simonis, Secretary-Treasurer; 1000 Red Mills Road, Wallkill, NY 12589-3299, and by Watch Tower Bible
and Tract Society of Canada, PO Box 4100, Georgetown, ON L7G 4Y4. Periodicals Postage Paid at Brooklyn, N.Y., and at additional
mailing offices. POSTMASTER: Send address changes to Awake! 1000 Red Mills Road, Wallkill, NY 12589-3299.
� 2016 Watch Tower Bible and Tract Society of Pennsylvania. Printed in Canada.

!"#2
�

Vol. 98, No. 2 / Bimonthly / ENGLISH Produced Each Issue: 60,240,000. Available in 115 Languages

This publication is not for sale. It is provided as part of a worldwide Bible educational work
supported by voluntary donations. To make a donation, please visit www.jw.org.

Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the modern-language New World Translation of the Holy Scriptures.

Would you welcome more information
or a free home Bible study?

Visit www.jw.org, or send your request
to one of the addresses below.

Movies and TVshows today often
feature supernatural characters
—wizards, witches, and vampires.

What do you think? Is it all just
harmless fun, or are there hidden
dangers?

This issue of “Awake!” discusses
why people are fascinated by the
supernatural as well as what is
really behind it.

3 COVER SUBJECT
Intrigued by the Supernatural!

4 What Does the Bible Teach
About Spiritism?

ALSO IN THIS ISSUE
7 WAS IT DESIGNED?
The Landing Strategy of the Honeybee

8 HELP FOR THE FAMILY
When a Parent Dies

10 When Children Grieve
12 LANDS AND PEOPLES

A Visit to Spain
14 THE BIBLE’S VIEWPOINT

The Cross
16 Would You Like to Understand the Bible?

s MORE ONLINE
YOUNG PEOPLE ASK

How Can I Deal With Tragedy?
Two young people share what helped them
cope with deep personal loss.
(Look under BIBLE TEACHINGS ˛ TEENAGERS)

BIBLE QUESTIONS ANSWERED
Are Demons Real?
If they are, where do they come from?
Can they affect you?
(Look under BIBLE TEACHINGS ˛ BIBLE QUESTIONS
ANSWERED)

r

r

http://www.jw.org/finder?wtlocale=E&srcid=pdf
http://www.jw.org/finder?wtlocale=E&docid=502015202&srcid=pdf
http://www.jw.org/finder?wtlocale=E&docid=502013253&srcid=pdf
http://www.jw.org/finder?wtlocale=E&srcid=pdf
http://www.jw.org/finder?wtlocale=E&srcid=pdf


DO YOU love God? If you have come into a dedicated
relationship with Jehovah God, your answer surely is an
emphatic yes—and rightly so! It is only natural for us to
love Jehovah. Our love for God is really in response to
his love for us. The Bible puts it this way: “As for us, we
love, because he [Jehovah] first loved us.”—1 John 4:19.

2 Jehovah has taken the initiative to express his love
for us. He provides us with a beautiful earthly home.
He cares for our physical and material needs. (Matthew
5:43-48) More important, he looks after our spiritual
needs. He gives us his Word, the Bible. In addition, he
invites us to pray to him with the assurance that he will
hear us and will give us his holy spirit to help us. (Psalm
65:2; Luke 11:13) Above all, he sent his most precious
Son to be our Ransomer so that we might be delivered
from sin and death. What great love Jehovah has shown
to us!—John 3:16; Romans 5:8.

3 Jehovah wants us to benefit from his love forever.

1, 2. What motivates you to love Jehovah God?
3. (a) To remain in God’s love, what is required on our part?
(b) What important question do we need to consider, and where is
the answer found?

CHAPTER 1

“This Is What the Love
of God Means”

“This is what the love of God means, that we
observe his commandments; and yet his command-

ments are not burdensome.”—1 JOHN 5:3.

5
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There was a rea - son why God brought the truth to you And
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this ac - count, He wants you to suc - ceed. If He did

heart, he saw the long - ing that you had To
not with - hold the gift of His dear Son, Then

search for him and prac - tice what is right. You
nev - er doubt He’ll give the strength you need. He
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Chorus

prom - ised him in prayer to do his will; He
won’t for - get the faith and love you’ve shown; He

helped you then, and he will help you still.
will not fail to care for all His own.

With

Je - sus’ blood He bought you, to God you now be - long. So

he will make you firm, and he will make you strong. He’ll
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(See also Rom. 8:32; 14:8, 9; Heb. 6:10; 1 Pet. 2:9.)

guide you and pro - tect you, as he has all a - long. Yes,

he will make you firm, and he will make you

strong.
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On Tuesday, April 11, many inactive Christians will attend the Memorial.
They started running the race for life but have slowed down for various
reasons, some of which are addressed in the brochure Return to Jeho-
vah. (Heb 12:1) Yet, inactive ones remain precious to Jehovah, who pur-
chased them with the blood of his Son. (Ac 20:28; 1Pe 1:18, 19) How
can we help them return to the congregation?

Congregation elders seek to find and help inactive Christians just as
a shepherd diligently searches for sheep that have strayed from the
flock. (Lu 15:4-7) This reflects Jehovah’s loving care. (Jer 23:3, 4) All of
us, not just the elders, can encourage such ones. Our efforts to show
kindness and fellow feeling are pleasing to Jehovah and can be very
rewarding. (Pr 19:17; Ac 20:35) Therefore, think about whom you can
encourage, and do so without delay!

WATCH THE VIDEO ENCOURAGE THE INACTIVE ONES, AND THEN
CONSIDER THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS:

˙ What initiative did Abbey take when she met a Witness whom she did
not know?

��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������

˙ Why should we approach the elders if we are thinking of helping
someone who is inactive?

��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������

˙ How did Abbey prepare to visit Laura the second time?

��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������

˙ How did Abbey demonstrate persistence, patience, and love while
trying to encourage Laura?

��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������

˙ What can we learn from Jesus’ illustration found at Luke 15:8-10?

��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������

˙ What blessings came as a result of the combined efforts to
help Laura?
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You Can Encourage an Inactive Christian



WHAT if you could have an experience like that of the
prophet Ezekiel some 25 centuries ago? Imagine this: You
approach a vast, gleaming temple complex. A mighty angel
is there to show you this awesome place! You climb the sev-
en steps that lead up to one of the three gates. These en-
trances fill you with awe. They tower upward about 100 feet.
Within the entryways, you see that there are guard cham-
bers. The pillars feature an elegant palm-tree design.—Ezek.
40:1-4, 10, 14, 16, 22; 41:20.

2 This is the visionary spiritual temple. Ezekiel de-
scribed it in such detail that his account fills chapters 40
through 48 of his prophetic book. This temple represents
Jehovah’s arrangement for pure worship. Every feature has
meaning for our own worship in these last days.[1] What do
the lofty gates signify? They remind us that those who en-
ter Jehovah’s arrangement for pure worship must live by
God’s lofty and upright standards. Even the carvings of
palm trees make a similar point, for palms are sometimes
used in the Bible to stand for uprightness. (Ps. 92:12) And
the guard chambers? Clearly, those who fail to respect di-
vine standards are refused entrance into this beautiful, life-
giving way of pure worship.—Ezek. 44:9.

3 How has Ezekiel’s vision been fulfilled? As we noted in
Chapter 2 of this book, Jehovah used Christ to put his peo-
ple through a special refining process from 1914 to early
1919. Did the refining stop then? Far from it! Throughout
the past century, Christ has continued to uphold Jehovah’s
holy standards of conduct. His followers have thus needed
continual refinement. Why? Because Christ has been gath-
ering his followers from this morally corrupt world and Sa-
tan never stops trying to draw them back into the mire of
immorality. (Read 2 Peter 2:20-22.) Let us examine three
areas in which true Christians have steadily been refined.

11 Moral Refinements
Ref lecting God’s Holiness

FOCUS OF CHAPTER

How the King has
taught his subjects to
respect God’s moral
standards

[1] In 1932, Volume 2 of the book
Vindication first showed that the Bible
prophecies focusing on the restoration
of God’s people to their homeland
saw a modern-day fulfillment, not on
fleshly Israel, but on spiritual Israel.
Those prophecies point to the restora-
tion of pure worship. The Watchtower of
March 1, 1999, explained that Ezekiel’s
temple vision is such a restoration
prophecy and therefore has an impor-
tant spiritual fulfillment during the
last days.
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FOOTNOTE

1. What did Ezekiel see that
fills us with awe?
2. (a) What does the vi-
sionary temple represent?
(See also the footnote.)
(b) What may we learn
from features of the
temple’s entrances?
3. Why have Christ’s
followers needed continual
refinement?



Imagine entering the gate
to the outer courtyard of
Jehovah’s great spiritual
temple



4, 5. Satan has long used
what tactic, and with what
success?
6. What vow was published
in the Watch Tower, how was
it used, and why did it
eventually fall into disuse?
(See also the footnote.)
7. In 1935, The Watchtower
addressed what problem,
and what standard did it
reaffirm?
8. Why has The Watchtower
repeatedly stressed the full
meaning of the Greek word
for sexual immorality?

First, we will consider some moral refinements, then a vi-
tal provision for keeping the congregation clean, and final-
ly the family arrangement.

Moral Refinements Through the Years
4 Jehovah’s people have always been keenly interested in

moral, upright conduct. Hence, they have embraced ever
clearer instruction on the subject. Consider a few examples.

5 Sexual immorality. Jehovah designed sexual relations
between marriage mates to be clean and beautiful. Satan
delights in wrenching that precious gift from its proper
context by twisting it into something dirty and using it to
tempt Jehovah’s people so that they lose God’s favor. Satan
used that tactic with tragic success back in the days of Ba-
laam, and he has been using it more than ever in these last
days.—Num. 25:1-3, 9; Rev. 2:14.

6 To counteract Satan’s efforts, the June 15, 1908, Watch
Tower published a vow that included this commitment: “I
will at all times and at all places, conduct myself toward
those of the opposite sex in private exactly as I would do
with them in public.”[2] Although the vow was not a re-
quirement, many took it and submitted their names to be
published in Zion’s Watch Tower. Years later, it was rightly
seen that this vow, while helpful to many in its time, was
becoming a mere ritual; so it fell into disuse. However, the
high moral principles it represented were always upheld.

7 Satan’s attacks only intensified. The March 1, 1935, is-
sue of The Watchtower squarely addressed a growing problem
among God’s people. Some evidently thought that sharing
in the ministry somehow exempted them from holding to
Jehovah’s moral standards in their private life. The Watch-
tower pointedly stated: “One should remember that mere-
ly engaging in the witness work is not all that is required.
Jehovah’s witnesses are his representatives, and the obliga-
tion rests upon them to properly represent Jehovah and his
kingdom.” The article then gave clear counsel about mar-
riage and sexual morals, thus helping God’s people to “flee
from sexual immorality.”—1 Cor. 6:18.

8 In more recent decades, The Watchtower has repeatedly
stressed the proper definition of the word used in the Greek
Scriptures for sexual immorality—por·nei�a. The meaning is
not limited to the act of sexual intercourse. Rather, por-
nei�a includes a wide variety of immoral acts, generally en-
compassing all the lewd acts carried out in houses of pros-
titution. Christ’s followers have thus been protected from

[2] The vow prohibited a man and a
woman from being alone in a room to-
gether unless the door was left wide
open—or unless they were marriage
mates or close family members. For
some years, this vow was recited daily
as part of the Morning Worship pro-
gram at Bethel.
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FOOTNOTE



9, 10. (a) What moral
issue did The Watchtower
address in 1935? (b) What
is the Bible’s balanced
teaching on the use of
alcohol?
11. Why has it been a
blessing for God’s people
to receive increased
understanding about
alcoholism?
12. How did Christ’s ser-
vants view the use of
tobacco even before the
last days began?

the plague of sexual perversion that has overtaken so many
in today’s world.—Read Ephesians 4:17-19.

9 Alcohol abuse. The March 1, 1935, issue of The Watch-
tower raised another moral issue: “It has likewise been no-
ticed that some take part in the field service and perform
other duties in the organization while under the influence
of [alcohol]. Under what condition is the use of wine ap-
proved in the Scriptures? Would it be proper to use wine
to the extent that it affects one’s service in the Lord’s or-
ganization?”

10 The answer discussed the balanced view of alcoholic
beverages that is found in God’s Word. The Bible does not
condemn the use of wine and other alcoholic drinks in
moderation, but it does strongly condemn drunkenness.
(Ps. 104:14, 15; 1 Cor. 6:9, 10) As to taking part in sacred
service while under the influence of alcohol, God’s servants
have long been reminded of the account about Aaron’s
sons, whom God put to death for offering illegitimate fire
upon God’s altar. Shortly thereafter, the account reveals
what likely led those men to doing something so inappro-
priate, for God gave a law forbidding all the priests to use
alcohol while engaged in their sacred duties. (Lev. 10:1, 2,
8-11) Applying that underlying principle today, Christ’s fol-
lowers are careful to avoid being under the influence of al-
cohol while taking part in their sacred service.

11 In more recent decades, Christ’s followers have been
further blessed with increased understanding about alco-
holism, a condition involving persistent, addictive misuse
of alcohol. Thanks to timely spiritual food, many have been
helped to handle that condition appropriately and regain
control of their lives. Many more have been helped to avoid
the problem altogether. None need to allow alcohol abuse
to rob them of their dignity, their family and, above all,
their privilege of engaging in pure worship of Jehovah.

12 Use of tobacco. Christ’s servants began taking a dim
view of the use of tobacco even before the last days began.
A number of years ago, an elderly brother, Charles Capen,
recalled his first meeting with Charles Taze Russell late in
the 19th century. Capen, then 13 years old, and three of his
brothers were on the staircase of the Bible House in Alle-
gheny, Pennsylvania. As Russell passed them, he inquired:
“Are you boys smoking? I smell tobacco smoke.” They as-
sured him that they were not smoking. Surely they were left
with no doubts about his views on the subject. In the Watch
Tower of August 1, 1895, Brother Russell commented on

MORAL REF INEMENT S 111



°

¢

°

¢

°

¢

°

¢

44

44

&# G G/B C6 D D7/A Am7 D7 G

?#

&# Abº D/A Fº D/F# Em7 A7 D

?#

&# D7 C/D D7 G G/B Em B7/D# Em B

?#

&# B7/D# D#º B Esus4 Em Am7 A#º G/B A#º D7/A D7 G

?#

œœ œœ œœ œœ ˙̇ ˙̇ œœ œœ œœ œœ ww

œœ œœ œœ œœ ˙̇ ˙̇ œœ œœ œœ œœ ww

œœ œœ œœ œœ ˙̇ ˙̇ œœb œœn œœ œœ# wwn

œœ œœ œœnb œœ ˙̇#n ˙̇
œœn œœ# œœ œœ ww

œœ œœ œœ œœ ˙̇ ˙̇ œœ ™™ œœj œœ œœ ww#

œœ œœ œœ œœ ˙̇ ˙̇ œœ ™™ œœJ
œœ# œœ ww

œœ œœ œœ# œœ œœ œœ œ̇ œ# œ ™œ ™ œœ#
j

œœn œœ ww

œœ# œœ œœ œœ œœ œœ œ̇ œ# œœ ™™ œœ#
j œœnn œœ ww

82 “LetYour Light Shine”
(Matthew 5:16)

(See also Ps. 119:130; Matt. 5:14, 15, 45; Col. 4:6.)

Je - sus has com - mand - ed That we shine our light,
Let God’s King - dom mes - sage Speak to ev - ’ry heart;
Light from acts of kind - ness Bright - ens up this world,

Like the sun, im - par - tial, Com - fort - ing and bright.
Let it shine be - fore us As we play our part.
To our words adds beau - ty Like a price - less pearl.

Through the Ho - ly Scrip - tures, Thoughts of peace are heard.
Light from Scrip - ture guides us As we bring good news.
May our light keep shin - ing As we do what’s right,

May we now re - flect his light As we teach God’s Word.
Shar - ing truth with ev - ’ry - one; Truth is theirs to choose.
Then our works will al - ways be Pleas - ing in God’s sight.
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20 You Gave Your Precious Son
(1 John 4:9)

Je - ho - vah, dear Fa - ther, There seemed no
Your kind - ness, your mer - cy, They draw us

hope for us. The ran - som has giv - en
close to you. Your great name, your friend - ship,

Hope to ev - ’ry - one! We give our
These we’ve come to love. But some - thing

lives to you, Our best in all we do.
more than this Is your most pre - cious gift.



°

¢

°

¢

°

¢

°

¢

&b B¨ F/A

?b

&b
G‹ C“4 C F/A B¨„ˆˆ9 C

?b

&b
D‹ F/A B¨Œ„7 C F C“4/E

?b

&b
D‹ C B¨ G‹7 FŒ„7/A

?b

˙ ™‰ œj œ œ œ̇ œ œ ™ œ œj

˙̇ ™™ ˙̇ œœ

˙̇ ™™
œ œ œ œ œ̇œ œ œœœ œ œ œ ™œœ œœ œj œœœ œ

˙ ™ ˙̇ œœ ‰̇ œ ™ œœ

œ̇ œ œœ œ ™œ œ œj œœœ œ ˙̇ œœœ

œœ ™ œ œœJ œ ‰̇ œ ™ œœ œ œ œ œ œ œ

œ ™˙̇ œj œœœ œ œœœ œ ™˙ œj œœœ œ œœœ œœ

œ œ
œœ œ œ œ œ œ œœ ˙̇

You Gave Your Precious Son

Chorus

And we’ll tell oth - ers too, That
He died that we might live. You

your will might be done.
sent him from a - bove. You gave your pre - cious

Son, And now we sing as one, A

song we’ll sing for - ev - er, for giv - ing us your
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You Gave Your Precious Son

Repeat from
beginning

Ending

(See also John 3:16; 15:13.)

pre - cious Son.

Je - ho - vah, dear Fa - ther, we pray in grat - i - tude.

We of - fer our thanks for giv - ing us your

pre - cious Son.



MANYare the blessings made possible by the ransom sacri-
fice of Jesus Christ. The ransom arrangement opens the
door for all those of Adam’s childrenwho love righteousness
eventually to become part of God’s family. The ransom also
makes it possible for us to have the opportunity to live for-
ever in happiness. Still, Christ’s ransom does more than pro-
vide a blessed future for obedient mankind. Jesus’ will-
ingness to die while upholding Jehovah’s righteousness
addresses matters of universal importance.—Heb. 1:8, 9.

2 Some two years before Jesus died and provided the ran-
som sacrifice, he taught his disciples to pray: “Our Father in
the heavens, let your name be sanctified. Let your Kingdom
come. Let your will take place, as in heaven, also on earth.”
(Matt. 6:9, 10) To heighten our appreciation for the ransom,

1. The ransom arrangement makes possible what blessings?
2. (a) What matters of universal importance are found in Jesus’
prayer? (See opening image.) (b) What will we consider in this article?

The Ransom
A “Perfect Present”
From the Father
“Every good gift and every perfect present is from . . .
the Father.”—JAS. 1:17.

SONGS: 20, 15

WHAT ROLE DOES THE
RANSOM PLAY IN . . .
��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������

the sanctification of
Jehovah’s name?
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the rule of God’s Kingdom?
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the accomplishment of
God’s purpose?

8
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let us consider how it relates to the
sanctification of God’s name, the rule of
God’s Kingdom, and the accomplish-
ment of God’s purpose.

“LET YOUR
NAME BE SANCTIFIED”

3 Jesus mentioned the sanctification
of God’s name as the first request
in his model prayer. Jehovah’s name
embraces the full scope of His excel-
lence, majesty, and holiness. In anoth-
er prayer, Jesus addressed Jehovah as
“Holy Father.” (John 17:11) Since Jeho-
vah is holy, all principles and laws that
originate with him are holy. In spite of
this, in the garden of Eden, Satan sly-
ly questioned God’s right to set stan-
dards for humans. By lying about Je-
hovah, Satan slandered God’s sacred
name.—Gen. 3:1-5.

4 Jesus, on the other hand, truly
loved the name of Jehovah. (John 17:
25, 26) Jesus contributed to the sanc-
tification of the divine name. (Read
Psalm 40:8-10.) By his perfect life
course on earth, Jesus proved that it is
reasonable and righteous for Jehovah
to set standards for his intelligent crea-
tures. Even when Satan subjected Jesus
to an agonizing death, Jesus remained
completely loyal to his heavenly Father.
By being loyal, Jesus proved that a per-
fect human could maintain perfect obe-
dience to God’s righteous standards.

5 How canwe show that we love Jeho-
vah’s name? By our conduct. Jehovah

3. What does Jehovah’s name embrace, and
how did Satan slander that sacred name?
4. How did Jesus contribute to the sanctifica-
tion of God’s name?
5. How can we share in sanctifying God’s
name?

requires that we be holy. (Read 1 Peter
1:15, 16.) This means that we worship
only Jehovah and that we obeyhimwith
our whole heart. Even when we are per-
secuted, we do our best to live accord-
ing to his righteous principles and laws.
By performing righteous deeds, we let
our light shine and thus bring glory
to Jehovah’s name. (Matt. 5:14-16) As
holy people, we prove by the waywe live
our lives that Jehovah’s laws are good
and that Satan’s accusations are false.
When we make mistakes, as we all do,
we genuinely repent and turn away from
practices that dishonor Jehovah.—Ps.
79:9.

6 On the basis of Christ’s sacrifice, Je-
hovah forgives the sins of those who ex-
ercise faith. He accepts as his worship-
pers those who dedicate themselves to
him. Jehovah declares anointed Chris-
tians righteous as his sons and those
of the “other sheep” righteous as his
friends. (John 10:16; Rom. 5:1, 2; Jas.
2:21-25) So even now, the ransom en-
ables us to have a righteous standing
with our Father and to share in the sanc-
tification of his name.

“LET YOUR
KINGDOM COME”

7 In the model prayer, Jesus next peti-
tioned God: “Let your Kingdom come.”
Howdoes the ransom relate to the King-
dom of God? The ransom makes possi-
ble the gathering of 144,000 to serve as
kings and priests with Christ in heav-
en. (Rev. 5:9, 10; 14:1) Jesus and his

6. Why can Jehovah view us as righteous, even
though we are imperfect?
7. What blessings under Kingdom rule does the
ransom make possible?
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corulers, who together make up God’s
Kingdom,will administer the benefits of
the ransom to obedient mankind over a
period of a thousand years. The earth
will be transformed into a paradise, and
all faithful humans will be lifted to per-
fection, fully uniting the heavenly and
earthly parts of God’s family. (Rev. 5:
13; 20:6) Jesus will crush the serpent’s
head and erase from the universe all
traces of Satan’s rebellion.—Gen. 3:15.

8 While on earth, Jesus helped his dis-
ciples to see the importance of God’s
Kingdom. Immediately after his bap-
tism, Jesus proclaimed “the good news
of the Kingdom of God” far and wide.
(Luke 4:43) In his last words to his dis-
ciples before he returned to heaven,
Jesus instructed them to be witness-
es of him “to the most distant part
of the earth.” (Acts 1:6-8) By means
of the Kingdom-preaching work, people
throughout the earth would have an op-
portunity to learn about the ransom
and become subjects of God’s Kingdom.
Today, we show our support for the
Kingdom by assisting Christ’s brothers
on earth in carrying out the commission
to preach the good news of the Kingdom
worldwide.—Matt. 24:14; 25:40.

“LET YOUR
WILL TAKE PLACE”

9 What did Jesus mean when he next
said: “Let your will take place”? Jeho-
vah is the Creator. Once he gives the
word for something to happen, it is as
good as done. (Isa. 55:11) He will not al-

8. (a) How did Jesus help his disciples to see
the importance of God’s Kingdom? (b) How do
we show our support for the Kingdom today?
9. Why can we be confident that Jehovah will
fulfill his purpose for mankind?

low Satan’s rebellion to derail His pur-
pose for mankind. From the beginning,
it was Jehovah’s will for the earth to
be filled with the perfect children of
Adam and Eve. (Gen. 1:28) Had Adam
and Eve died childless, God’s purpose
to fill the earth with their offspring
would have come to nothing. Thus, af-
ter Adam and Eve sinned, Jehovah al-
lowed them to have children. Through
the ransom, God gives all who exercise
faith the opportunity to reach perfec-
tion and live forever. Jehovah loves
people, and it is his will that obedient
humans live the way he intended.

10 What about the billions of people
who died without ever having an oppor-
tunity to know and serve Jehovah? The
ransom makes possible the resurrection
of the dead. Our loving heavenly Father
will bring them back to life and give
them an opportunity to learn about his
purpose and to gain everlasting life.
(Acts 24:15) Jehovah wants people to
live, not die. As the Source of life, he
becomes the Father of everyone who
is resurrected. (Ps. 36:9) How appro-
priate, therefore, that Jesus taught us
to pray: “Our Father in the heavens.”
(Matt. 6:9) Jehovah has given Jesus
an important share in resurrecting the
dead. (John 6:40, 44) In Paradise, Je-
sus will fulfill his role as “the resurrec-
tion and the life.”—John 11:25.

11 Jehovah’s generosity is not limited
to a few privileged people, for Jesus
said: “Whoever does the will of God, this
one is my brother and sister and moth-
er.” (Mark 3:35) It is God’s will that a

10. How does the ransom benefit humans who
have died?
11. What is God’s will for the “great crowd”?



numberless “great crowd” from all na-
tions and tribes and tongues become his
worshippers. Those who exercise faith
in Christ’s ransom and who do the will
of God can be among those who shout:
“Salvation we owe to our God, who is
seated on the throne, and to the Lamb.”
—Rev. 7:9, 10.

12 Jehovah’s purpose for obedient
mankind is reflected in the petitions
found in Jesus’ model prayer. In harmo-
ny with this prayer, we want to do our
utmost to sanctify, or treat as holy, Je-
hovah’s name. (Isa. 8:13) Jesus’ own
name means “Jehovah Is Salvation,”
and our salvation by means of the ran-
som brings honor and glory to Jeho-
vah’s name. God’s Kingdom will be used
to apply the benefits of the ransom to
obedient mankind. Indeed, the model
prayer assures us that nothing can stop
the will of God from taking place.—Ps.
135:6; Isa. 46:9, 10.

SHOW YOUR GRATITUDE
FOR THE RANSOM

13 One important way in which we
show gratitude for the ransom is by ded-
icating ourselves to Jehovah on the ba-
sis of our faith in the ransom and getting
baptized. Our baptism shows that “we
belong to Jehovah.” (Rom. 14:8) It rep-
resents our request to God for a good
conscience. (1 Pet. 3:21) Jehovah re-
sponds to that request by applying the
cleansing blood of Christ’s sacrifice to
us. We are fully confident that he will
give us all that he has promised.—Rom.
8:32.

12. How is Jehovah’s purpose for obedient
mankind reflected in the model prayer?
13. What do we show by our baptism?

In what ways do we show our gratitude
for the ransom?
(See paragraphs 13, 14)
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14 What is yet another way to show
our gratitude for the ransom? Since
everything Jehovah does is influenced
by love, it is his will that all his wor-
shippers display love as their domi-
nant quality. (1 John 4:8-11) We prove
that we desire to be “sons of [our] Fa-
ther who is in the heavens” by loving
our neighbor. (Matt. 5:43-48) The com-
mand to love our neighbor is second
only to the command to love Jehovah.
(Matt. 22:37-40) One important way
that we show such love for neighbor is
by obeying the command to preach the
good news of God’s Kingdom. As we
show love for fellow humans, we reflect
God’s glory. In fact, love for God is
“made perfect in us” when we obey the
command to love others, especially our
brothers.—1 John 4:12, 20.

THE RANSOM BRINGS
“SEASONS OF REFRESHING”

FROM JEHOVAH
15 The door to complete forgiveness

opens to us when we exercise faith in
the ransom. God’s Word assures us that
our sins can be “blotted out.” (Read
Acts 3:19-21.) As we considered earli-
er, on the basis of the ransom, Jehovah
adopts his spirit-anointed servants as
his children. (Rom. 8:15-17) As to those
of us who are of the “other sheep,” it is
as though Jehovah has drawn up an
adoption certificate with our name on
it. After we have reached perfection and
have passed the final test, Jehovah will
be delighted to sign the certificate, as it

14. Why are we commanded to love our neigh-
bor?
15. (a) What blessings do we now receive
from Jehovah? (b) What blessings await us?

were, and adopt us as his beloved earth-
ly children. (Rom. 8:20, 21; Rev. 20:7-9)
Jehovah’s love for his precious children
is everlasting. The benefits of the ran-
som last forever. (Heb. 9:12) This gift
will never lose its value. No person or
power can take it away from us.

16 There is nothing that the Dev-
il can do to prevent all who genu-
inely repent from eventually becoming
part of Jehovah’s family. Jesus came
to earth and died “once for all time.”
Thus the ransom has been paid per-
manently. (Heb. 9:24-26) It complete-
ly cancels the condemnation inherited
from Adam. Thanks to Christ’s sacri-
fice, we are free from enslavement to
this world under Satan’s control, and we
no longer live in fear of death.—Heb. 2:
14, 15.

17 God’s promises are absolutely reli-
able. Just as his laws of creation never
fail, Jehovah will never fail us. He does
not change. (Mal. 3:6) Jehovah gives us
far more than just the gift of life. He
gives us his love. “We have come to
know and believe the love that God has
for us. God is love.” (1 John 4:16) The
whole earth will be made a paradise
of exquisite delight, and everyone on
earth will reflect God’s love. May we
join our voices with those of God’s
faithful heavenly creatures in saying:
“Let the praise and the glory and the
wisdom and the thanksgiving and the
honor and the power and the strength
be to our God forever and ever. Amen.”
—Rev. 7:12.

16. How does the ransom enable us to be tru-
ly free?
17. What does Jehovah’s love mean to you?
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15 Praise Jehovah’s Firstborn!
(Hebrews 1:6)

Praise Je - ho - vah’s First - born, God’s du - ly ap - point - ed
Praise Je - ho - vah’s First - born, Who died so that we may

King. He reigns for truth and jus - tice; Rich
live. He hum - bly paid the ran - som; Our

bless - ings his rule will bring. With dig - ni - ty and
sins God can now for - give. The bride of Christ a -

splen - dor And love for God’s great name, He’ll
waits him, A - dorned for him in white. This
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Praise Jehovah’s Firstborn!

Chorus

(See also Ps. 2:6; 45:3, 4; Rev. 19:8.)

vin - di - cate Je - ho - vah, His sov - ’reign - ty pro -
mar - riage in the heav - ens Will prove God’s rule is

claim.
right. Praise Je - ho - vah’s First - born! All

praise God’s a - noint - ed Son. In - stalled up - on Mount

Zi - on, His King - ship has now be - gun!
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