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SEPTEMBER 19 - 25 � PSALMS 135 - 141

˙ Song 59 and Prayer
˙ Opening Comments (3 min. or less)

TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD APPLY YOURSELF TO THE FIELD MINISTRY

LIVING AS CHRISTIANS

˙ “We Are Wonderfully Made”: (10 min.)
Ps 139:14—Contemplating Jehovah’s works
strengthens our appreciation for him (w07 6/15
21 �1-4)
Ps 139:15, 16—Our genes and cells highlight Jeho-
vah’s power and wisdom (w07 6/15 22-23 �7-11)
Ps 139:17, 18—Humans are unique in the way they
use language and thought (w07 6/15 23 �12-13;
w06 9/1 16 �8)

˙ Digging for Spiritual Gems: (8 min.)
Ps 136:15—What insight into the Exodus account
does this verse provide? (it-1 783 �5)

Ps 141:5—What did King David acknowledge?
(w15 4/15 31 �1)

What does this week’s Bible reading teach me
about Jehovah?

What points from this week’s Bible reading
can I use in the field ministry?

˙ Bible Reading: (4 min. or less) Ps 139:1-24

˙ Initial Call: (2 min. or less) wp16.5 16

˙ Return Visit: (4 min. or less) wp16.5 16—Invite the
person to the meeting.

˙ Bible Study: (6 min. or less) fg lesson 8 �8—Help
the student to apply the material.

˙ Song 57
˙ “Avoid These Pitfalls When Conducting a Bible
Study”: (15 min.) After discussing the article, play
and then discuss the two-part video that shows
the incorrect and correct way to teach, using the
Bible Teach book page 29, paragraph 7. Publishers
should follow along in their own book. Remind those
who receive student assignments that avoiding
these pitfalls will often allow them to take less than
the allotted time.

˙ Congregation Bible Study: (30 min.) kr A Letter
From the Governing Body and chap. 1 �1-10

˙ Review Followed by Preview of Next Week (3 min.)
˙ Song 30 and Prayer

PSALMS 135-141 � We Are Wonderfully Made

David meditated on the evidence of God’s good
qualities reflected in His creation. He confidently
used his life to serve Jehovah.

When David thought deeply about creation,
he was moved to praise Jehovah:

139:14

˙ “I praise you because in an awe-inspiring way
I am wonderfully made”

139:15

˙ “My bones were not hidden from you
when I was made in secret,
when I was woven in the depths of the earth”

139:16

˙ “Your eyes even saw me as an embryo;
all its parts were written in your book”



R.H.

59 To God We Are Dedicated!
(Matthew 16:24)

To Christ, by our God, Je - ho - vah, we have been
In prayer we have come be - fore Je - ho - vah to

drawn To be his dis - ci - ples from now on.
say We’ll serve him for - ev - er and o - bey.

From Je - ho - vah’s loft - y throne, Light of
It’s a joy be - yond com - pare, One that

truth has bright - ly shone. In our hearts, our faith has
we most glad - ly share, As Je - ho - vah’s name we



R.H.

To God We Are Dedicated!

Chorus

(See also Ps. 43:3; 107:22; John 6:44.)

grown; Our - selves we a - gree to dis - own.
bear, And news of his King - dom de - clare.

To

God we are ded - i - cat - ed; This is our choice. In

him and in Je - sus we now re - joice.



2 It is like fine oil poured on
the heada

That runs down the beard,
Aaron’s beard,b
And runs down onto the col-

lar of his garments.
3 It is like the dew of Her�monc

That descends on the moun-
tains of Zion.d

That is where Jehovah de-
creed his blessing

—Life everlasting.
A Song of the Ascents.

134 Praise Jehovah,
All you servants of

Jehovah,e
You who stand in the house

of Jehovah during the
nights.f

2 Raise your handsg in holi-
ness�

And praise Jehovah.
3 May Jehovah, the Maker of

heaven and earth,
Bless you from Zion.

135 Praise Jah!�
Praise the name of

Jehovah;
Offer praise, you servants

of Jehovah,h
2 You who are standing in the

house of Jehovah,
In the courtyards of the

house of our God. i
3 Praise Jah, for Jehovah is

good. j
Sing praises� to his name,

for it is pleasant.
4 For Jah has chosen Jacob

for himself,
Israel for his special

property.�k
5 For I well know that Jehovah

is great;
Our Lord is greater than all

other gods. l

134:2 �Or possibly, “in the sanctuary.”
135:1 �Or “Hallelujah!” “Jah” is a short-
ened form of the name Jehovah. 135:3
�Or “Make music.” 135:4 �Or “trea-
sured possession.”

6 Jehovah does everything he
pleases to doa

In heaven and on earth, in
the seas and all the depths.

7 He causes clouds� to ascend
from the ends of the earth;

He makes lightning for� the
rain;

He brings the wind out of his
storehouses.b

8 He struck down the firstborn
of Egypt,

Both man and beast.c
9 He sent signs and miracles

among you, O Egypt,d
Against Phar�aoh and all his

servants.e
10 He struck down many na-

tionsf

And killed mighty kingsg

11 —Si�hon the king of the
Am�or·ites,h

Og the king of Ba�shan, i
And all the kingdoms of

Ca�naan.
12 He gave their land as an

inheritance,
An inheritance to Israel his

people. j
13 O Jehovah, your name

endures forever.
O Jehovah, your fame� en-

dures for all generations.k
14 For Jehovah will defend� his

people, l
And he will feel compassion�

for his servants.m
15 The idols of the nations are

silver and gold,
The work of human hands.n

16 A mouth they have, but they
cannot speak;o

Eyes, but they cannot see;
17 Ears they have, but they

cannot hear.
There is no breath in their

mouth.p

135:7 �Or “vapors.” �Or possibly,
“makes sluices for.” 135:13 �Or
“name.” Lit., “memorial.” 135:14 �Or
“plead the cause of.” �Or “feel regret.”

CHAP. 133
a Pr 27:9
b Ex 29:4, 7
c De 3:8, 9

1Ch 5:23
d Ps 125:2
��������������������

CHAP. 134
e Re 19:5
f 1Ch 9:33

1Ch 23:27, 30
Lu 2:37
Re 7:15

g Ps 28:2
Ps 141:2

��������������������

CHAP. 135
h Ps 113:1

Re 19:5
i Ps 96:8

Ps 116:19
j Ps 119:68

Mt 19:17
k Ex 19:5

De 7:6
l De 10:17

Ps 97:9
��������������������

Second Col.
a Ps 115:3

Isa 46:10
b Ex 14:21

Nu 11:31
Jer 10:13
Jer 51:16
Jon 1:4

c Ex 12:12, 29
d Ex 7:20

Ex 8:6, 17
Ex 9:6, 10
Ex 9:23
Ex 10:12, 21

e Ps 136:15
f Ps 44:2
g Jos 12:7, 8
h Nu 21:23, 24
i Nu 21:33-35
j Jos 11:23
k Ex 3:15

Ps 102:12
l Ex 14:31
m De 32:36
n Ps 115:4-8

Isa 46:6
Ac 17:29
1Co 10:19

o Hab 2:19
p Jer 10:14

861 PSALMS 133:2–135:17



18 The people who make them
will become just like
them,a

As will all those who trust
in them.b

19 O house of Israel, praise
Jehovah.

O house of Aaron, praise
Jehovah.

20 O house of Le�vi, praise
Jehovah.c

You who fear Jehovah,
praise Jehovah.

21 May Jehovah be praised from
Zion,d

The One residing in
Jerusalem.e

Praise Jah!f

136 Give thanks to Jehovah,
for he is good;g

His loyal love endures for-
ever.h

2 Give thanks to the God of
gods, i

For his loyal love endures
forever.

3 Give thanks to the Lord of
lords,

For his loyal love endures
forever.

4 He alone does great won-
ders, j

For his loyal love endures
forever.k

5 He skillfully made� the heav-
ens, l

For his loyal love endures
forever.

6 He spread out the earth over
the waters,m

For his loyal love endures
forever.

7 He made the great lights,n
For his loyal love endures

forever,
8 The sun to rule over the day,o

For his loyal love endures
forever,

9 The moon and the stars to
rule over the night,p

136:5 �Or “made with understanding.”

For his loyal love endures
forever.

10 He struck down Egypt’s first-
born,a

For his loyal love endures
forever.

11 He brought Israel out from
their midst,b

For his loyal love endures
forever,

12 With a mighty handc and an
outstretched arm,

For his loyal love endures
forever.

13 He split the Red Sea in two,�d
For his loyal love endures

forever.
14 He caused Israel to pass

through the middle of it,e
For his loyal love endures

forever.
15 He shook off Phar�aoh and

his army into the Red Sea, f
For his loyal love endures

forever.
16 He led his people through

the wilderness,g
For his loyal love endures

forever.
17 He struck down great kings,h

For his loyal love endures
forever.

18 He killed mighty kings,
For his loyal love endures

forever,
19 Si�honi the king of the

Am�or·ites,
For his loyal love endures

forever,
20 And Og j the king of Ba�shan,

For his loyal love endures
forever.

21 He gave their land as an
inheritance,k

For his loyal love endures
forever,

22 An inheritance to Israel his
servant,

For his loyal love endures
forever.

136:13 �Lit., “into pieces.”

CHAP. 135
a Isa 44:9

b Ps 97:7

c De 10:8

d Ps 48:1
Ps 132:13

e Jer 3:17

f Re 19:6
��������������������

CHAP. 136
g Lu 18:19

h 2Ch 7:3
2Ch 20:21
Ps 106:1
Ps 107:1

i Ps 97:9
Da 2:47

j Ex 15:11
Re 15:3

k Ps 103:17

l Job 38:36
Pr 3:19, 20

m Ge 1:9
Ps 24:1, 2

n Ge 1:14

o Ge 1:16
Jer 31:35

p Ps 8:3
��������������������

Second Col.
a Ex 12:29

b Ex 12:51

c Ex 13:14

d Ex 14:21

e Ex 14:29

f Ex 14:27, 28

g Ex 13:18
Ex 15:22

h Jos 12:7, 8

i Nu 21:21-24

j Nu 21:33-35

k Nu 32:33

PSALMS 135:18–136:22 862



23 He remembered us when we
were low,a

For his loyal love endures
forever.b

24 He kept rescuing us from our
adversaries,c

For his loyal love endures
forever.

25 He gives food to every living
thing,�d

For his loyal love endures
forever.

26 Give thanks to the God of the
heavens,

For his loyal love endures
forever.

137 By the rivers of Bab-
ylon,e there we sat.

We wept when we remem-
bered Zion.f

2 Upon the poplar trees in her�
midst,

We hung our harps.g
3 For there our captors asked

us for a song,h
Those mocking us wanted

amusement:
“Sing for us one of the songs

of Zion.”
4 How can we sing the song of

Jehovah
On foreign soil?

5 If I should forget you,
O Jerusalem,

Let my right hand be forget-
ful.�i

6 Let my tongue stick to my
palate

If I do not remember you,
If I do not place Jerusalem

above
My greatest reasons for

rejoicing. j
7 Remember, O Jehovah,

What the E�dom·ites said on
the day Jerusalem fell:

“Tear it down! Tear it down
to its foundations!”k

136:25 �Lit., “all flesh.” 137:2 �Refer-
ring to Babylon. 137:5 �Or possibly,
“wither.”

8 O daughter of Babylon, who
is soon to be devastated,a

Happy will be the one who
rewards you

With the treatment you
inflicted on us.b

9 Happy will be the one who
seizes your children

And dashes them against the
rocks.c

Of David.

138 I will praise you with all
my heart.d

In the face of other gods,
I will sing praises.�

2 I will bow down toward your
holy temple,�e

And I will praise your namef

Because of your loyal love
and your faithfulness.

For you have magnified your
saying and your name
above everything else.�

3 On the day I called, you an-
swered me;g

You made me bold� and
strong.h

4 All the kings of the earth will
praise you, O Jehovah, i

For they will have heard the
promises you have spoken.

5 They will sing about the ways
of Jehovah,

For the glory of Jehovah is
great. j

6 Though Jehovah is high, he
takes note of the humble,k

But the haughty he knows
only from a distance. l

7 Even when I walk in the
midst of danger, you will
preserve me alive.m

You stretch out your hand
against the anger of my
enemies;

Your right hand will save me.

138:1 �Or possibly, “In defiance of oth-
er gods, I will make music to you.”
138:2 �Or “sanctuary.” �Or possibly,
“you have magnified your saying above
all your name.” 138:3 �Or “bold in my
soul.”

CHAP. 136
a De 32:36

b Ne 9:32

c Jg 3:9
Jg 6:9

d Ps 145:15
Ps 147:9

��������������������

CHAP. 137
e Jer 51:13

Eze 3:15
Da 10:4

f Da 9:2, 3

g Isa 24:8

h Ps 123:4

i Ne 2:3
Ps 84:2
Ps 102:13, 14
Isa 62:1
Jer 51:50

j Ps 122:1

k Jer 49:7
La 4:22
Eze 25:12
Ob 10-13

��������������������

Second Col.
a Isa 47:1

Jer 25:12
Jer 50:2

b Jer 50:29
Re 18:6

c Isa 13:1, 16
��������������������

CHAP. 138
d Ps 9:1

e 1Sa 3:3
1Ch 16:1
Ps 28:2

f Joh 17:6

g Ps 18:6

h Ps 29:11
Isa 12:2
Isa 41:10

i Ps 102:15
Isa 60:3

j 1Ki 8:10, 11

k 1Sa 2:8
Ps 113:6-8
Isa 57:15

l Jas 4:6
1Pe 5:5

m Ps 71:20

863 PSALMS 136:23–138:7



8 Jehovah will accomplish all
things in my behalf.

O Jehovah, your loyal love
endures forever;a

Do not forsake the works of
your hands.b

For the director. Of David. A melody.

139 O Jehovah, you have
searched through me,
and you know me.c

2 You know when I sit down
and when I rise up.d

You discern my thoughts
from afar.e

3 You observe� me when I trav-
el and when I lie down;

You are familiar with all my
ways.f

4 There is not a word on my
tongue,

But look! O Jehovah, you
already know it well.g

5 Behind and before me, you
surround me;

And you lay your hand
upon me.

6 Such knowledge is beyond
my comprehension.�

It is too high for me to
reach.�h

7 Where can I escape from
your spirit,

And where can I run away
from your face?i

8 If I were to ascend to heaven,
you would be there,

And if I were to make my bed
in the Grave,� look! you
would be there. j

9 If I would fly away with the
wings of the dawn

To reside by the most remote
sea,

10 Even there your hand would
lead me

139:3 �Lit., “measure.” 139:6 �Or “is
too amazing for me.” �Or “too much
for me to fathom.” 139:8 �Or “Sheol,”
that is, the common grave of mankind.
See Glossary.

And your right hand would
take hold of me.a

11 If I say: “Surely darkness will
conceal me!”

Then the night around me
would become light.

12 Even the darkness would not
be too dark for you,

But night would be as bright
as the day;b

Darkness is the same as light
to you.c

13 For you produced my kid-
neys;

You kept me screened off�
in my mother’s womb.d

14 I praise you because in an
awe-inspiring way I am
wonderfully made.e

Your works are wonderful,f
I know� this very well.

15 My bones were not hidden
from you

When I was made in secret,
When I was woven in the

depths of the earth.g
16 Your eyes even saw me as

an embryo;
All its parts were written in

your book
Regarding the days when

they were formed,
Before any of them existed.

17 So to me, how precious your
thoughts are!h

O God, how vast is the sum
of them! i

18 If I try to count them, they
outnumber the grains of
sand. j

When I awake, I am still with
you.�k

19 O God, if only you would slay
the wicked! l

Then the violent� men would
depart from me,

139:13 �Or possibly, “wove me to-
gether.” 139:14 �Or “My soul knows.”
139:18 �Or possibly, “I would still be
counting them.” 139:19 �Or “blood-
guilty.”

CHAP. 138
a Ps 103:17

b Job 14:15
Ps 71:18

��������������������

CHAP. 139
c 1Sa 16:6, 7

1Ch 28:9
Ps 17:3
Ps 139:23
Jer 20:12

d Ge 16:13

e Ps 94:11

f Ge 28:15
2Sa 8:14
Job 31:4
Ps 121:8
Pr 5:21

g Heb 4:12

h Job 26:14
Job 42:3
Ps 40:5
Ro 11:33

i Jon 1:3

j Job 26:6
Pr 15:11

��������������������

Second Col.
a Ps 63:8

Ps 73:23
Isa 41:13

b Da 2:22

c Heb 4:13

d Ps 22:9
Ps 71:6
Jer 1:5

e Ge 1:26

f Ps 19:1
Ps 104:24
Ps 111:2
Re 15:3

g Job 10:10, 11

h Isa 55:9

i Ro 11:33

j Ps 40:5

k Ps 63:6

l Ps 5:6

PSALMS 138:8–139:19 864



20 Those who say things
against you with evil in-
tent;�

They are your adversaries
who take up your name
in a worthless way.a

21 Do I not hate those who hate
you, O Jehovah,b

And loathe those who revolt
against you?c

22 I have nothing but hatred
for them;d

They have become real
enemies to me.

23 Search through me, O God,
and know my heart.e

Examine me, and know my
anxious� thoughts.f

24 See whether there is in me
any harmful way,g

And lead meh in the way
of eternity.

For the director. A melody of David.

140 Rescue me, O Jehovah,
from evil men;

Protect me from violent
men, i

2 Those who scheme evil in
their hearts j

And stir up conflict all day
long.

3 They sharpen their tongue
like that of a serpent;k

Venom of vipers is behind
their lips. l (Selah)

4 Protect me, O Jehovah, from
the hands of the wicked;m

Safeguard me from violent
men,

Those who scheme to
trip me.

5 The haughty ones hide a trap
for me;

With ropes they spread out a
net beside the path.n

They set snares for me.o
(Selah)

6 I say to Jehovah: “You are
my God.

139:20 �Or “according to their idea.”
139:23 �Or “disquieting.”

Listen, O Jehovah, to my
pleas for help.”a

7 O Jehovah the Sovereign
Lord, my strong Savior,

You shield my head in the
day of battle.b

8 Do not grant, O Jehovah,
the desires of the wicked.

Do not let their plots suc-
ceed, so that they are not
exalted. (Selah)c

9 May the heads of those sur-
rounding me

Be covered with the evil
spoken by their lips.d

10 May burning coals rain down
on them.e

May they be hurled into the
fire,

Into deep pits,�f never to rise
again.

11 May the slanderer find no
place on the earth.�g

May evil pursue men of
violence and strike them
down.

12 I know that Jehovah will
defend the lowly

And give justice to the poor.h
13 Surely the righteous will give

thanks to your name;
The upright will dwell before

your face.�i
A melody of David.

141 O Jehovah, I call on
you. j

Come quickly to help me.k
Do pay attention when I call

to you. l
2 May my prayer be as

incensem prepared before
you,n

My uplifted hands like the
evening grain offering.o

3 Station a guard for my
mouth, O Jehovah,

Do set a watch over the door
of my lips.p

140:10 �Or “Into watery pits.” 140:11
�Or “in the land.” 140:13 �Or “in your
presence.”

CHAP. 139
a Ex 20:7

b 2Ch 19:2
2Co 6:14

c Ps 119:158

d Ps 101:3

e Jer 20:12

f Ps 94:19

g Ps 17:3

h Ps 5:8
Ps 143:8
Ps 143:10

��������������������

CHAP. 140
i Ps 18:48

Ps 59:1
j Ps 64:2, 6

k Ps 52:1, 2
Ps 58:3, 4

l Ro 3:13
Jas 3:8

m Ps 17:8
Ps 36:11
Ps 71:4

n Ps 10:9

o Jer 18:22
��������������������

Second Col.
a Ps 28:2

Ps 55:1
b 1Sa 17:37

c 2Sa 15:31
Ps 27:12

d Ps 7:16
Pr 12:13

e Ps 11:5, 6

f Ps 55:23

g Ps 12:3

h Ps 10:17, 18
Ps 22:24

i Ps 23:6
��������������������

CHAP. 141
j Ps 31:17

k Ps 40:13
Ps 70:5

l Ps 39:12

m Ex 30:34-36

n Lu 1:9, 10
Re 5:8
Re 8:3, 4

o Ex 29:41

p Pr 13:3
Pr 21:23
Jas 1:26

865 PSALMS 139:20–141:3



4 Do not let my heart incline to
anything bad,a

To share in vile deeds with
evil men;

May I never feast on their
delicacies.

5 Should the righteous one
strike me, it would be an
act of loyal love;b

Should he reprove me, it
would be like oil on my
head,c

Which my head would never
refuse.d

My prayer will continue even
during their calamities.

6 Though their judges are
thrown down from the cliff,

The people will pay attention
to my words, for they are
pleasant.

7 Just as when someone plows
and breaks up the soil,

So our bones have been scat-
tered at the mouth of the
Grave.�

8 But my eyes look to
you, O Sovereign Lord
Jehovah.e

In you I have taken refuge.
Do not take away my life.�

9 Protect me from the jaws
of the trap they have laid
for me,

From the snares of evildoers.
10 The wicked will fall into their

own nets all togetherf

While I pass by safely.
Mas�kil.� Of David when he was

in the cave.g A prayer.

142 With my voice I call to
Jehovah for help;h

With my voice I plead with
Jehovah for favor.

2 Before him I pour out my
concern;

Before him I tell about my
distressi

141:7 �Or “Sheol,” that is, the common
grave of mankind. See Glossary. 141:8
�Or “pour out my soul.” 142:Sup �See
Glossary.

3 When my spirit� fails
within me.

Then you watch my
roadway.a

In the path where I walk,
They hide a trap for me.

4 Look at my right hand
and see

That no one cares
about� me.b

There is nowhere I can flee;c
No one is concerned

about me.�
5 I call to you, O Jehovah,

for help.
I say: “You are my refuge,d
All I have� in the land of the

living.”
6 Pay attention to my cry for

help,
For I have been brought very

low.
Rescue me from my persecu-

tors,e
For they are stronger than

I am.
7 Bring me� out of the dun-

geon
To praise your name.
May the righteous gather

around me
Because you deal kindly

with me.
A melody of David.

143 O Jehovah, hear my
prayer;f

Listen to my plea for help.
In your faithfulness and

in your righteousness,
answer me.

2 Do not enter into judgment
with your servant,

For no one living can be righ-
teous before you.g

3 For the enemy pursues me;�
He has crushed my life into

the ground.

142:3 �Or “strength.” 142:4 �Lit., “rec-
ognizes.” 142:4, 7; 143:3 �Or “my
soul.” 142:5 �Lit., “My share.”

CHAP. 141
a 1Ki 8:58

Ps 119:36

b 2Sa 12:7, 9
Pr 17:10
Ga 6:1

c Pr 6:23
Jas 5:14

d Pr 9:8
Pr 19:25
Pr 25:12

e 2Ch 20:12
Ps 25:15

f Es 7:10
Ps 7:14, 15
Ps 9:15
Ps 57:6

��������������������

CHAP. 142
g 1Sa 22:1

1Sa 24:3
Heb 11:32, 38

h Ps 28:2
Ps 141:1

i Ps 18:6
Jon 2:7
Mt 26:38, 39
Mr 15:34
Heb 5:7

��������������������

Second Col.
a Ps 139:3

b Ps 31:11
Ps 69:20

c 1Sa 23:11

d Pr 18:10

e 1Sa 20:33
1Sa 23:26
1Sa 25:29

��������������������

CHAP. 143
f Ps 65:2

g Job 9:2
Ps 130:3
Ec 7:20
Ro 3:20
Ga 2:16
1Jo 1:10

PSALMS 141:4–143:3 866
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SEPTEMBER 19 - 25 � PSALMS 135 - 141

˙ Song 59 and Prayer
˙ Opening Comments (3 min. or less)

TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD APPLY YOURSELF TO THE FIELD MINISTRY

LIVING AS CHRISTIANS

˙ “We Are Wonderfully Made”: (10 min.)
Ps 139:14—Contemplating Jehovah’s works
strengthens our appreciation for him (w07 6/15
21 �1-4)
Ps 139:15, 16—Our genes and cells highlight Jeho-
vah’s power and wisdom (w07 6/15 22-23 �7-11)
Ps 139:17, 18—Humans are unique in the way they
use language and thought (w07 6/15 23 �12-13;
w06 9/1 16 �8)

˙ Digging for Spiritual Gems: (8 min.)
Ps 136:15—What insight into the Exodus account
does this verse provide? (it-1 783 �5)

Ps 141:5—What did King David acknowledge?
(w15 4/15 31 �1)

What does this week’s Bible reading teach me
about Jehovah?

What points from this week’s Bible reading
can I use in the field ministry?

˙ Bible Reading: (4 min. or less) Ps 139:1-24

˙ Initial Call: (2 min. or less) wp16.5 16

˙ Return Visit: (4 min. or less) wp16.5 16—Invite the
person to the meeting.

˙ Bible Study: (6 min. or less) fg lesson 8 �8—Help
the student to apply the material.

˙ Song 57
˙ “Avoid These Pitfalls When Conducting a Bible
Study”: (15 min.) After discussing the article, play
and then discuss the two-part video that shows
the incorrect and correct way to teach, using the
Bible Teach book page 29, paragraph 7. Publishers
should follow along in their own book. Remind those
who receive student assignments that avoiding
these pitfalls will often allow them to take less than
the allotted time.

˙ Congregation Bible Study: (30 min.) kr A Letter
From the Governing Body and chap. 1 �1-10

˙ Review Followed by Preview of Next Week (3 min.)
˙ Song 30 and Prayer

PSALMS 135-141 � We Are Wonderfully Made

David meditated on the evidence of God’s good
qualities reflected in His creation. He confidently
used his life to serve Jehovah.

When David thought deeply about creation,
he was moved to praise Jehovah:

139:14

˙ “I praise you because in an awe-inspiring way
I am wonderfully made”

139:15

˙ “My bones were not hidden from you
when I was made in secret,
when I was woven in the depths of the earth”

139:16

˙ “Your eyes even saw me as an embryo;
all its parts were written in your book”
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Treasures From God’s Word 
Psalm 139:14—Contemplating Jehovah’s works strengthens our appreciation for him 
Reference: w07 6/15 21 paragraphs 1-4. 
1 The natural world is filled with wonderful creations. How did they come to be? Some believe that the 
answer can be found without referring to an intelligent Creator. Others hold that arbitrarily ruling out a 
Creator limits our ability to understand nature. They believe that earth’s creatures are far too complex, 
too varied and, you might say, too wonderful to have originated by chance. To many people, some 
scientists included, the evidence shows that the universe had a wise, powerful, and benevolent Maker. 
2 King David of ancient Israel was one who was convinced that a Maker deserves praise for His 
wonderful creations. Although David lived long before today’s scientific era, he perceived that he was 
surrounded by marvelous examples of God’s creative work. David needed only to consider his own 
makeup to be profoundly awed by God’s creative ability. “I shall laud you because in a fear-inspiring way 
I am wonderfully made,” he wrote. “Your works are wonderful, as my soul is very well aware.”— Psalm 
139:14. 
3 David gained this strong conviction by thinking seriously. Today, school curriculums and the media are 
replete with faith-destroying theories about man’s origin. For us to have faith like that of David, we too 
must think seriously. We cannot afford to let others think for us, especially on such fundamental issues 
as the existence and role of a Creator. 
4 Moreover, contemplating Jehovah’s works strengthens our appreciation for him and gives us 
confidence in his promises for the future. That, in turn, can motivate us to get to know Jehovah even 
better and to serve him. Let us therefore consider how modern science has confirmed David’s 
conclusion that we are “wonderfully made.” 
 

Psalm 139:15, 16—Our genes and cells highlight Jehovah’s power and wisdom 
Reference: w07 6/15 22-23 paragraphs 7-11. 
7 “My bones were not hidden from you when I was made in secret, when I was woven in the lowest 
parts of the earth.” (Psalm 139:15) The original cell divided, and the new cells continued to divide. Soon 
the cells began to differentiate, or specialize, to become nerve cells, muscle cells, skin cells, and so forth. 
Cells of the same type grouped together to form tissues and then organs. For instance, during the third 
week from conception, you began to develop a skeletal system. By the time you were just seven weeks 
old and only about an inch [2.5 centimeters] long, early forms of all 206 of your adult bones were in 
place, although they had not yet ossified, or turned into hard bone. 
8 This amazing developmental process took place within your mother’s womb, hidden from human sight 
as if buried deep in the earth. Indeed, much about how we develop remains unknown to man. What, for 
example, activated specific genes in your cells to set in motion the process of differentiation? Science 
may eventually find out, but as David next observed, our Maker—Jehovah—has fully understood it all 
along. 
9 “Your eyes saw even the embryo of me, and in your book all its parts were down in writing, as regards 
the days when they were formed and there was not yet one among them.” (Psalm 139:16) Your first cell 
contained the complete plan for your entire body. This plan guided your development during your nine 
months in the womb before birth and then through more than two decades of growth to adulthood. 
During this time, your body passed through many stages, all directed by the information programmed 
into that original cell. 
10 David had no knowledge of cells and genes, being without even a microscope. But he correctly 
discerned that the development of his own body attested to advance planning. David may have had 
some knowledge of how embryos develop, so he could reason that each step must take place according 
to a preexisting design and timetable. In poetic language, he described this design as being “down in 
writing” in God’s “book.” 
11 Today, it is known that characteristics you inherited from your parents and forebears—such as your 



height, facial features, eye and hair color, and thousands of other traits—were determined by your 
genes. Each of your cells contains tens of thousands of genes, and each gene is part of a long chain made 
of DNA (deoxyribonucleic acid). Building instructions for your body are “written” in the chemical 
structure of your personal DNA. Every time your cells divide—to make new cells or to replace old 
cells—your DNA passes those instructions on, thereby keeping you alive and maintaining your basic 
appearance. What an outstanding example of the power and wisdom of our heavenly Maker! 

 

Psalm 139:17, 18—Humans are unique in the way they use language and thought 
Reference: w07 6/15 23 paragraphs 12-13. 
12 “So, to me how precious your thoughts are! O God, how much does the grand sum of them amount 
to! Were I to try to count them, they are more than even the grains of sand.” (Psalm 139:17, 18a) 
Animals too are wonderfully made, and some possess certain senses and abilities that exceed those of 
humans. But God gave humans mental faculties that far surpass those of any animal. “As similar as we 
humans are in many ways to other species, we are unique among the earth’s life forms in our ability to 
use language and thought,” notes one science textbook. “We are also unique in our profound curiosity 
about ourselves: How are we put together physically? How were we formed?” These are questions that 
David likewise pondered. 
13 Most important, in contrast with animals, we are unique in our ability to contemplate God’s thoughts. 
This special gift is one of the ways that we are made “in God’s image.” (Genesis 1:27) David made good 
use of this gift. He meditated on the evidence of God’s existence and the good qualities reflected in the 
earth around him. David also had the early books of the Holy Scriptures, which contain revelations by 
God about himself and his works. These inspired writings helped David to understand God’s thoughts, 
personality, and purpose. Meditating on the Scriptures, on creation, and on God’s dealings with him 
moved David to praise his Maker. 

 
Reference: w06 9/1 16 paragraph 8. 

Has knowledge of Jehovah become pleasurable to us? (Proverbs 2:10) If so, we have found an 
inexhaustible fountain of delight. Jehovah’s thoughts “are more than even the grains of sand.” There will 
always be more to learn about him. 

 

Digging for Spiritual Gems 
Psalm 136:15—What insight into the Exodus account does this verse provide? 
Reference: it-1 783 paragraph 5. 
So by a spectacular display of power Jehovah exalted his name and delivered Israel. Safe on the E shore 
of the Red Sea, Moses led the sons of Israel in a song, while his sister Miriam, the prophetess, took a 
tambourine in her hand and led all the women with tambourines and in dances, responding in song to 
the men. (Exodus 15:1, 20, 21) A complete separation of Israel from their foes had been effected. When 
they went out from Egypt they were not allowed to suffer harm from man or beast; no dog even snarled 
at the Israelites or moved its tongue against them. (Exodus 11:7) While the Exodus narrative does not 
mention that Pharaoh personally went into the sea with his military forces and was destroyed, Psalm 
136:15 does state that Jehovah “shook off Pharaoh and his military force into the Red Sea.” 

 

Psalm 141:5—What did King David acknowledge? 
Reference: w15 4/15 31 paragraph 1. 
Love and firmness are needed to produce the desired result. “Should the righteous one strike me, it 
would be an act of loyal love,” said the psalmist David, and “should he reprove me, it would be like oil 
on my head.” (Psalms 141:5) To illustrate: Imagine a hiker who succumbs to exhaustion on a cold winter 
day. He begins to suffer from hypothermia, and he feels drowsy. If he falls asleep in the snow, he will die. 
While waiting for a rescue party, his companion occasionally slaps him in the face to keep him awake. 
The slap may sting, but it could well save his life. Similarly, David recognized that a righteous person 
might need to give him painful correction for his own good. 
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SEPTEMBER 19 - 25 � PSALMS 135 - 141

˙ Song 59 and Prayer
˙ Opening Comments (3 min. or less)

TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD APPLY YOURSELF TO THE FIELD MINISTRY

LIVING AS CHRISTIANS

˙ “We Are Wonderfully Made”: (10 min.)
Ps 139:14—Contemplating Jehovah’s works
strengthens our appreciation for him (w07 6/15
21 �1-4)
Ps 139:15, 16—Our genes and cells highlight Jeho-
vah’s power and wisdom (w07 6/15 22-23 �7-11)
Ps 139:17, 18—Humans are unique in the way they
use language and thought (w07 6/15 23 �12-13;
w06 9/1 16 �8)

˙ Digging for Spiritual Gems: (8 min.)
Ps 136:15—What insight into the Exodus account
does this verse provide? (it-1 783 �5)

Ps 141:5—What did King David acknowledge?
(w15 4/15 31 �1)

What does this week’s Bible reading teach me
about Jehovah?

What points from this week’s Bible reading
can I use in the field ministry?

˙ Bible Reading: (4 min. or less) Ps 139:1-24

˙ Initial Call: (2 min. or less) wp16.5 16

˙ Return Visit: (4 min. or less) wp16.5 16—Invite the
person to the meeting.

˙ Bible Study: (6 min. or less) fg lesson 8 �8—Help
the student to apply the material.

˙ Song 57
˙ “Avoid These Pitfalls When Conducting a Bible
Study”: (15 min.) After discussing the article, play
and then discuss the two-part video that shows
the incorrect and correct way to teach, using the
Bible Teach book page 29, paragraph 7. Publishers
should follow along in their own book. Remind those
who receive student assignments that avoiding
these pitfalls will often allow them to take less than
the allotted time.

˙ Congregation Bible Study: (30 min.) kr A Letter
From the Governing Body and chap. 1 �1-10

˙ Review Followed by Preview of Next Week (3 min.)
˙ Song 30 and Prayer

PSALMS 135-141 � We Are Wonderfully Made

David meditated on the evidence of God’s good
qualities reflected in His creation. He confidently
used his life to serve Jehovah.

When David thought deeply about creation,
he was moved to praise Jehovah:

139:14

˙ “I praise you because in an awe-inspiring way
I am wonderfully made”

139:15

˙ “My bones were not hidden from you
when I was made in secret,
when I was woven in the depths of the earth”

139:16

˙ “Your eyes even saw me as an embryo;
all its parts were written in your book”
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What is the Kingdom of God?
SOME PEOPLE BELIEVE that it represents the reign
of God in a person’s heart; others think that it
is the product of human efforts to bring world
peace and brotherhood.
What do you think?

WHAT THE BIBLE SAYS
“The God of heaven will set up a kingdom that
will never be destroyed. . . . It will crush and
put an end to all these [human] kingdoms.”
(Daniel 2:44) God’s Kingdom is a real govern-
ment.

WHAT ELSE WE LEARN FROM THE BIBLE
˙ The Kingdom of God rules from heaven.

—Matthew 10:7; Luke 10:9.
˙ God uses the Kingdom to accomplish his will

in heaven and on earth.—Matthew 6:10.

When will God’s Kingdom come?
WHAT WOULD YOU SAY?
˙ No one knows
˙ Soon
˙ Never

WHAT THE BIBLE SAYS
“This good news of the Kingdom will be
preached in all the inhabited earth for a
witness to all the nations, and then the end
will come.” (Matthew 24:14) Once the good
news has been fully preached, the Kingdom
will come to bring the present wicked system
to an end.

WHAT ELSE WE LEARN FROM THE BIBLE
˙ No one on earth knows exactly when God’s

Kingdom will come.—Matthew 24:36.
˙ Bible prophecy shows that the Kingdom will

come soon.—Matthew 24:3, 7, 12.

WHAT DOES THE BIBLE SAY?

Please send me a copy of What
Does the Bible Really Teach?
For more information, see
chapter 8 of this book, published
by Jehovah’s Witnesses
Also available at www.jw.org

LANGUAGE �����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
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Human rulers have failed to eliminate war, crime, injustice,
or disease. D Read Jeremiah 10:23; Romans 9:17.

In contrast to human rulership, God’s rule benefits those
who accept it. (Isaiah 48:17,18) Soon, Jehovah will bring
all human government to an end. Only people who choose
to be ruled by God will inhabit the earth.—Isaiah 11:9.
D Read Daniel 2:44.

4. What does God’s patience allow us to do?

Satan claimed that no one would serve Jehovah out of
unselfish love. Would you like to disprove that lie? You can!
God’s patience allows all of us to show whether we favor
rule by God or rule by man. We indicate our choice by the
way we live. D Read Job 1:8-12; Proverbs 27:11.

5. How can we choose God as our Ruler?

We can choose God as our Ruler by seeking out and
practicing true worship based on God’s Word, the Bible.
(John 4:23) We can reject Satan as our ruler by keeping
out of politics and war, as Jesus did.
D Read John 17:14.

Satan uses his power to promote
immoral, harmful practices. When
we reject such practices, some
friends and relatives may ridicule or
oppose us. (1 Peter 4:3, 4) So we
face a choice. Will we associate with
people who love God? Will we obey
his wise and loving laws? If we do, we prove that Satan lied
when he claimed that under pressure no one would do as
God says. D Read 1 Corinthians 6:9,10; 15:33.

God’s love for mankind guarantees that evil and suffer-
ing will end. Those who demonstrate that they believe this
will enjoy life on earth forever. D Read John 3:16.

Our choices
reveal whether
we want God
as our Ruler

For more information, see chapter 11 of the book
What Does the Bible Really Teach?
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57 The Meditation of My Heart
(Psalm 19:14)

The med - i - ta - tion of my heart, The thoughts I pon - der through the
What - ev - er things are chaste and true, What - ev - er vir - tue there may

day— May they be pleas - ing to you, Lord, And keep me
be, What - ev - er things well - spo - ken of— May thoughts of

stead - fast in your way. When wor - ries weigh up - on my
these bring peace to me. How pre - cious are your thoughts, O

mind And make me rest - less in the night, Then
God! Be - yond all count - ing is their sum. So



R.H.

The Meditation of My Heart

(See also Ps. 49:3; 63:6; 139:17, 23; Phil. 4:7, 8; 1 Tim. 4:15.)

may I med - i - tate on you And things I know to be up - right.
may I pon - der your own words, Ab - sorbed in them may I be - come.

R.H.

58 My Prayer of Dedication
(Matthew 22:37)

(See also Ps. 40:8; John 8:29; 2 Cor. 10:5.)

Take my heart and may it love Truth and
Take my feet and take my hands; Let them
Take my life and bring it, Lord, With your

wis - dom from a - bove. Take my mind, that
serve your wise com - mands. Take my voice and
will, in full ac - cord. Take my - self, may

I may serve Ful - ly, Lord, with - out re - serve.
let it sing Prais - es al - ways to my King.
all I do Be well - pleas - ing, Lord, to you.
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SEPTEMBER 19 - 25 � PSALMS 135 - 141

˙ Song 59 and Prayer
˙ Opening Comments (3 min. or less)

TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD APPLY YOURSELF TO THE FIELD MINISTRY

LIVING AS CHRISTIANS

˙ “We Are Wonderfully Made”: (10 min.)
Ps 139:14—Contemplating Jehovah’s works
strengthens our appreciation for him (w07 6/15
21 �1-4)
Ps 139:15, 16—Our genes and cells highlight Jeho-
vah’s power and wisdom (w07 6/15 22-23 �7-11)
Ps 139:17, 18—Humans are unique in the way they
use language and thought (w07 6/15 23 �12-13;
w06 9/1 16 �8)

˙ Digging for Spiritual Gems: (8 min.)
Ps 136:15—What insight into the Exodus account
does this verse provide? (it-1 783 �5)

Ps 141:5—What did King David acknowledge?
(w15 4/15 31 �1)

What does this week’s Bible reading teach me
about Jehovah?

What points from this week’s Bible reading
can I use in the field ministry?

˙ Bible Reading: (4 min. or less) Ps 139:1-24

˙ Initial Call: (2 min. or less) wp16.5 16

˙ Return Visit: (4 min. or less) wp16.5 16—Invite the
person to the meeting.

˙ Bible Study: (6 min. or less) fg lesson 8 �8—Help
the student to apply the material.

˙ Song 57
˙ “Avoid These Pitfalls When Conducting a Bible
Study”: (15 min.) After discussing the article, play
and then discuss the two-part video that shows
the incorrect and correct way to teach, using the
Bible Teach book page 29, paragraph 7. Publishers
should follow along in their own book. Remind those
who receive student assignments that avoiding
these pitfalls will often allow them to take less than
the allotted time.

˙ Congregation Bible Study: (30 min.) kr A Letter
From the Governing Body and chap. 1 �1-10

˙ Review Followed by Preview of Next Week (3 min.)
˙ Song 30 and Prayer

PSALMS 135-141 � We Are Wonderfully Made

David meditated on the evidence of God’s good
qualities reflected in His creation. He confidently
used his life to serve Jehovah.

When David thought deeply about creation,
he was moved to praise Jehovah:

139:14

˙ “I praise you because in an awe-inspiring way
I am wonderfully made”

139:15

˙ “My bones were not hidden from you
when I was made in secret,
when I was woven in the depths of the earth”

139:16

˙ “Your eyes even saw me as an embryo;
all its parts were written in your book”
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Talking Too Much: Do not feel that you must ex-
plain everything. Jesus used questions to help peo-
ple think and arrive at the right conclusion. (Mt
17:24-27) Questions make the study lively and help
you to determine what your student understands
and believes. (be 253 �3-4) When asking a ques-
tion, be patient and wait for the answer. If the stu-
dent gives the wrong answer, instead of telling him
the right answer, lead him to the correct conclusion
by using additional questions. (be 238 �1-2) Talk at
a pace that allows the student to grasp new ideas.
—be 230 �4.

Making It Complicated: Avoid the temptation to
relate all that you know on the subject. (Joh 16:12)
Focus on the main point of the paragraph. (be 226
�4-5) Details, even interesting ones, can obscure
the main points. (be 235 �3) Once the main point
is understood by the student, move on to the next
paragraph.

Just Covering Material: Our objective is to reach
the heart, not cover material. (Lu 24:32) Utilize the
power of God’s Word by focusing on the key scrip-
tures in the lesson. (2Co 10:4; Heb 4:12; be 144
�1-3) Use simple illustrations. (be 245 �2-4) Con-
sider the student’s personal challenges and beliefs,
and tailor the lesson to him. Ask questions like
these: “How do you feel about what you are learn-
ing here?” “What does this teach us about Jeho-
vah?” “What benefit do you see in applying such
counsel?”—be 238 �3-5; 259 �1.

SEPTEMBER 19 - 25

Avoid These Pitfalls When Conducting a Bible Study

DON’T DO



Dear Fellow Kingdom Publisher:

PICTURE yourself as a member of the Brooklyn Bethel fami-
ly on Friday morning, October 2, 1914. You are seated at your
usual place at the breakfast table, awaiting the arrival of Broth-
er C. T. Russell. Suddenly the door to the dining room opens and
Brother Russell appears. He pauses for a moment, as is his cus-
tom, and greets the Bethel family with a cheery “Good morning,
all.” But then, instead of immediately taking his place at the head
of the table, he claps his hands and makes a thrilling announce-
ment: “The Gentile Times have ended; their kings have had their
day!” You can hardly contain your joy—you have been looking for-
ward to this moment for a long time! Along with the rest of the
Bethel family, you greet this exciting news with sustained, enthu-
siastic applause.

A LETTER FROM
THE GOVERNING BODY



Many decades have passed since Brother Russell made that elec-
trifying statement. What has the Kingdom accomplished since
then? A great deal! Through the Kingdom arrangement, Jehovah
has been progressively refining and training his people—from just
a few thousand in 1914 to more than seven-and-a-half million
today. How many ways have you personally benefited from such
training?

Today we often hear our brothers say, “Jehovah’s celestial chariot
is on the move!” and that is true. However, the fact is that since
1914, the celestial chariot, depicting the invisible part of Jehovah’s
organization, has been moving at an extremely brisk pace, as a
careful reading of this publication will demonstrate. With a view
to getting the good news preached worldwide, Kingdom publish-
ers have used a variety of innovative methods, including newspa-
pers, information marches, picture presentations, testimony cards,
phonographs, radio, and even the Internet.

With Jehovah’s blessing on the work, we are now able to publish
our attractive Bible literature in more than 670 languages and to
offer it to everyone without charge. Self-sacrificing volunteers as-
sist in the construction of Kingdom Halls, Assembly Halls, and
branch facilities, both in prosperous lands and in lands with lim-
ited resources. And when disaster strikes, loving brothers and sis-
ters rush to the aid of those in the affected areas, proving that
they truly are “born for times of distress.”—Prov. 17:17.

At times, the clergy and other opposers frame “trouble in the
name of the law,” but it is faith-strengthening to see how, time
and again, their misguided efforts have turned out to be “for the
advancement of the good news.”—Ps. 94:20; Phil. 1:12.

It is an honor for us to be associated with you, our fellow “do-
mestics.” Please know that we love all of you very much. It is our
prayer that the contents of this publication will help you to ap-
preciate your spiritual heritage as never before.—Matt. 24:45.

With every good wish, we are

Your brothers,

Governing Body of Jehovah’s Witnesses



1, 2. What words did Jeho-
vah himself speak in the
hearing of three of Jesus’
apostles, and how did they
respond?
3. Why does Jehovah want
us to listen to his Son, and
what subject do we thus do
well to examine?
4. How did Jesus indicate
that the Kingdom is close
to his heart?

IF Jehovah God himself directed you to do something, how
would you respond? No matter what he asked, would you
not be eager to heed his direction? Surely you would!

2 Sometime after the Passover of 32 C.E., three of Jesus’
apostles—Peter, James, and John—had just such an experi-
ence. (Read Matthew 17:1-5.) Gathered with their Master
on “a lofty mountain,” they saw in vision a preview of Je-
sus as a glorious heavenly King. The vision seemed so real
that Peter tried to take part in it. While Peter was speak-
ing, a cloud formed over them. Then Peter and his asso-
ciates plainly heard what only a handful of humans have
ever been privileged to hear—Jehovah’s own voice. After af-
firming that Jesus was his Son, Jehovah said pointedly: “Lis-
ten to him.” The apostles heeded that divine direction.
They listened to what Jesus taught, and they urged others
to do the same.—Acts 3:19-23; 4:18-20.

3 Those words—“Listen to him”—were recorded in the
Bible for our benefit. (Rom. 15:4) Why? Because Jesus
is Jehovah’s spokesman and every time Jesus opened his
mouth to teach, he shared what his Father wanted us to
know. ( John 1:1, 14) Since Jesus spoke more about God’s
Kingdom, the heavenly Messianic government made up of
Christ Jesus and his 144,000 corulers, than he did about
any other subject, we do well to examine this vital subject
carefully. (Rev. 5:9, 10; 14:1-3; 20:6) First, though, let us ex-
amine why Jesus said so much about God’s Kingdom.

“Out of the Abundance of the Heart . . .”
4 The Kingdom is close to Jesus’ heart. Why can we say

that? Because words are a window into the heart—that is,
our words reveal what is truly important to us. Jesus him-
self said: “Out of the abundance of the heart the mouth
speaks.” (Matt. 12:34) At every opportunity, Jesus opened

1 “Let Your Kingdom
Come”

FOCUS OF CHAPTER

Examine what Jesus
taught about God’s
Kingdom

GOD’S K INGDOM RULES !6



Jesus spoke more about God’s Kingdom
than he did regarding any other subject



his mouth to speak about the Kingdom. There are over 100
references to the Kingdom in the four Gospels, most of
them in statements made by Jesus. He made the Kingdom
the theme of his preaching, saying: “I must also declare the
good news of the Kingdom of God to other cities, because
for this I was sent.” (Luke 4:43) Even after his resurrection,
Jesus continued to speak about the Kingdom to his disci-
ples. (Acts 1:3) Surely Jesus’ heart overflowed with appre-
ciation for the Kingdom, impelling him to speak about it.

5 The Kingdom is close to Jehovah’s heart as well.
How do we know that? Remember, Jehovah sent his only-
begotten Son into the world; Jehovah is the source of every-
thing that his Son said and taught. ( John 7:16; 12:49, 50)
Jehovah is also the source of everything that is recorded in
the four Gospel accounts of Jesus’ life and ministry. Con-
sider for a moment what that means.

6 Imagine that you are putting together a family photo
album. You have many photographs to choose from, but
the album can hold only so many. What do you do? You
choose which ones to include. In a sense, the Gospels are
like a photo album that gives us a clear picture of Jesus. Je-
hovah did not inspire the Gospel writers to record every-
thing that Jesus said and did while on earth. ( John 20:30;
21:25) Instead, Jehovah’s spirit guided them in recording
the words and deeds that help us to understand the pur-
pose of Jesus’ ministry and what is most important to Jeho-
vah. (2 Tim. 3:16, 17; 2 Pet. 1:21) Since the Gospels are filled
with Jesus’ teachings about God’s Kingdom, we may safely
conclude that the Kingdom is close to Jehovah’s heart. Just
think—Jehovah wants us to know what his Kingdom is all
about!

7 Each of us does well to ask, ‘Is God’s Kingdom close
to my heart?’ If it is, we will be eager to listen to what Je-
sus said and taught about that Kingdom—its importance
and how and when it will come.

“Let Your Kingdom Come”—How?
8 Consider the model prayer. With eloquent simplicity,

Jesus summed up the importance of the Kingdom, show-
ing what it will accomplish. That prayer consists of seven
petitions. The first three concern Jehovah’s purposes—the
sanctification of his name, the coming of his Kingdom, and
the carrying out of his will on earth as in heaven. (Read
Matthew 6:9, 10.) Those three petitions are closely related.

Each of us does
well to ask, ‘Is
God’s Kingdom
close to my
heart?’

GOD’S K INGDOM RULES !8

5-7. (a) How do we know
that the Kingdom is close
to Jehovah’s heart? Illus-
trate. (b) How can we
show that the Kingdom is
close to our heart?
8. How did Jesus sum up
the importance of the
Kingdom?



The Messianic Kingdom is the instrument through which
Jehovah will sanctify his name and carry out his will.

9 How will God’s Kingdom come? When we pray, “Let
your Kingdom come,” we are asking that the Kingdom take
decisive action. When the Kingdom comes, it will exert its
full power toward the earth. It will remove the present wick-
ed system of things, including all man-made governments,
and bring in a righteous new world. (Dan. 2:44; 2 Pet. 3:13)
Then, under Kingdom rule, the entire earth will become
a paradise. (Luke 23:43) Those in God’s memory will be
brought back to life and reunited with their loved ones.
( John 5:28, 29) Obedient humans will reach perfection and
enjoy endless life. (Rev. 21:3-5) At last, earth will be in per-
fect harmony with heaven, reflecting the will of Jehovah
God! Do you not long to see those Bible promises come
true? Remember that every time you pray for God’s King-
dom to come, you are praying for those precious promises
to be fulfilled.

10 It is clear that God’s Kingdom has not yet “come” to
fulfill the model prayer. After all, man-made governments
are still ruling and the righteous new world is not yet here.
But there is good news. God’s Kingdom has been estab-
lished, as we will discuss in the next chapter. Let us now
examine what Jesus said as to when the Kingdom would be
established and when it would come.

When Would God’s Kingdom Be Established?
11 Jesus indicated that the Kingdom would not be estab-

lished in the first century C.E., despite the expectations of
some of his disciples. (Acts 1:6) Consider what he said in
two different parables given less than two years apart.

12 The parable of the wheat and the weeds. (ReadMat-
thew 13:24-30.) After relating this parable, perhaps in the
spring of 31 C.E., Jesus explained it to his disciples. (Matt.
13:36-43) Here is the gist of the parable and its mean-
ing: Following the death of the apostles, the Devil would
sow weeds (imitation Christians) in among wheat (“sons of
the Kingdom,” or anointed Christians). Both the wheat
and the weeds would be allowed to grow together during
a growing season that would continue until the harvest,
which is “a conclusion of a system of things.” After the be-
ginning of the harvest season, the weeds would be collect-
ed. Then, the wheat would be gathered. The parable thus
indicates that the Kingdom would be established, not in
the first century C.E., but only after the growing season

“LET YOUR K INGDOM COME” 9

9, 10. (a) How will God’s
Kingdom come? (b) What
Bible promise do you long
to see fulfilled?
11. What did Jesus indicate
about the establishment of
God’s Kingdom?
12. How does the parable
of the wheat and the weeds
indicate that the Kingdom
was not established in the
first century C.E.?



30 Jehovah Begins His Rule
(Revelation 11:15)

This is a glo - ri - ous day. God’s rule is now un - der way.
Christ now in pow - er is here, And Ar - ma - ged - don is near.
God’s reign - ing Rul - er we prize. Won - drous he is in our eyes.

He’s laid in Zi - on his Chief Cor - ner - stone.
Sa - tan’s old sys - tem will soon pass a - way.
He comes in God’s name; we bow to our King.

Let all now lift up the voice. Sing to our God, and re - joice.
Now is the sea - son to preach. Man - y there are yet to reach;
En - ter the grand tem - ple gate; God’s fa - vor now sup - pli - cate.

Christ, Lord and Sav - ior, has been placed up - on His throne.
Time for the meek to take their stand for Him to - day.
Soon dawns that day when he rules o - ver ev - ’ry - thing.



R.H.

Jehovah Begins His Rule

Chorus

(See also 2 Sam. 7:22; Dan. 2:44; Rev. 7:15.)

What will you bring, Je - ho - vah’s King - dom? Tri - umph of truth and

righ - teous - ness. And bring what else, Je - ho - vah’s King - dom?

E - ter - nal life and hap - pi - ness. Praise the U - ni -

ver - sal Sov - ’reign For his love and faith - ful - ness.
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101 Making Known the Kingdom Truth
(Acts 20:20, 21)

There was a time we did not know The way a Chris - tian ought to

go. Then Je - ho - vah sent the light, His King - dom truth so clear and

bright. Our Fa - ther’s will we then could see To serve the

grand The-oc-ra - cy, To de - clare Je - ho - vah’s fame, And help to

glo - ri - fy his ho - ly name. We wit - ness now to all we



R.H.

Making Known the Kingdom Truth

(See also Josh. 9:9; Isa. 24:15; John 8:12, 32.)

meet, From door to door and on the street. We take the

time to help them see; We teach the truth that sets men

free. And as we strive in ev - ’ry land Je - ho - vah’s

wor - ship to ex - pand, May we serve our God as

one Un - til Je - ho - vah says the work is done.



THE apostle Paul could honestly say: “[God’s] undeserved
kindness to me was not in vain.” (Read 1 Corinthians 15:9,
10.) Paul was very much aware that he had neither earned
nor deserved God’s great mercy, having been a former perse-
cutor of Christians.

2 Toward the end of his life, Paul wrote to his fellow work-
er Timothy: “I am grateful to Christ Jesus our Lord, who im-
parted power to me, because he considered me faithful by as-
signing me to a ministry.” (1 Tim. 1:12-14) What was that
ministry? Paul told the elders of the congregation in Ephesus
what it included, stating: “I do not consider my own life of
any importance to me, if only I may finish my course and the
ministry that I received from the Lord Jesus, to bear thorough
witness to the good news of the undeserved kindness of God.”
—Acts 20:24.

1, 2. How did the apostle Paul show that he was grateful for God’s un-
deserved kindness?

Spread the Good News
of Undeserved Kindness
“Bear thorough witness to the good news
of the undeserved kindness of God.”—ACTS 20:24.

SONGS: 101, 84

HOW WOULD YOU
ANSWER?
��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������

What should Jehovah’s
undeserved kindness
motivate us to do?

��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������

How does the “good news of
the Kingdom” highlight God’s
undeserved kindness?
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How will Jehovah show his
undeserved kindness in the
new world?

26
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3 What “good news” did Paul preach
that highlighted Jehovah’s undeserved
kindness? He told the Ephesian Chris-
tians: “You have heard about the stew-
ardship of God’s undeserved kindness
that was given to me for your sakes.”
(Eph. 3:1, 2) Paul had been commis-
sioned to spread the good news to
non-Jews so that they too could be in-
cluded among those called to be associ-
ated with Christ in the Messianic King-
dom government. (Read Ephesians 3:
5-8.) In his zeal to perform his minis-
try, Paul set an excellent example for
modern-day Christians and demonstrat-
ed that God’s undeserved kindness had
not been shown to him “in vain.”

DOES GOD’S UNDESERVED KINDNESS
MOTIVATE YOU?

4 In this time of the end, Jehovah’s
people have been commissioned to
preach “this good news of the Kingdom
. . . in all the inhabited earth for a
witness to all the nations.” (Matt. 24:
14) The message we spread is also “the
good news of the undeserved kindness
of God” because all the blessings we
hope to receive under Kingdom rule
come to us through Jehovah’s kindness
expressed bymeans of Christ. (Eph. 1:3)
Do we individually imitate Paul in show-
ing gratitude for Jehovah’s undeserved
kindness by zealously sharing in the
ministry?—Read Romans 1:14-16.

5 In the preceding article, we learned
how we as sinners are benefiting from
Jehovah’s undeserved kindness in many

3. What special ministry was Paul given? (See
opening picture.)
4, 5. Why can we say that the “good news of
the Kingdom” is the same as the good news of
“the undeserved kindness of God”?

ways. We therefore owe it to all people
to do our utmost to make known to
them how Jehovah is expressing his love
and how they can benefit from it person-
ally.What are some aspects of God’s un-
deserved kindness that we should help
others to appreciate?

SPREAD THE GOOD NEWS
OF THE RANSOM SACRIFICE

6 In this permissive world, sin has all
but lost its stigma, so that many are un-
aware of the need for redemption. At the
same time, more and more people can
see that a permissive lifestyle does not
bring true happiness. Until they talk
with Jehovah’s Witnesses, many do not
understand what sin is, how it affects us,
and what we need to do to be delivered
from slavery to sin. Honesthearted ones
are relieved to learn that Jehovah, out
of his great love and undeserved kind-
ness, sent his Son to earth to ransom us
from sin and its consequence, death.
—1 John 4:9, 10.

7 Speaking of Jehovah’s beloved Son,
Paul wrote: “By means of him [Jesus]
we have the release by ransom through
the blood of that one, yes, the for-
giveness of our trespasses, according to
the riches of his [Jehovah’s] undeserved
kindness.” (Eph. 1:7) The ransom sacri-
fice of Christ is the greatest proof of
God’s love for us and illustrates the rich-
ness of His undeserved kindness. What
a relief it is to learn that if we exercise
faith in the shed blood of Jesus, our sins
will be forgiven and our conscience will
be cleansed! (Heb. 9:14) Good news in-
deed to share with others!

6, 7. When we explain the ransom to people,
how are we spreading the good news of God’s
undeserved kindness?
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HELP PEOPLE BUILD
A RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD

8 We have the responsibility to make
known to our fellow humans that they
can come into a friendly relationship
with their Creator. Before humans exer-
cise faith in Jesus’ sacrifice, God con-
siders them to be his enemies. The
apostle John wrote: “The one who exer-
cises faith in the Son has everlasting
life; the one who disobeys the Son will
not see life, but the wrath of God re-
mains upon him.” (John 3:36) Happily,
Christ’s sacrifice makes reconciliation
with God possible. Paul declared: “You
who were once alienated and enemies
because your minds were on the works
that were wicked, he has now reconciled
by means of that one’s fleshly body
through his death.”—Col. 1:21, 22.

9 Christ has given his anointed broth-
ers on earth what Paul calls “the minis-
try of the reconciliation.” In explaining
this, Paul wrote to first-century anoint-
ed Christians: “All things are from God,
who reconciled us to himself through
Christ and gave us the ministry of the
reconciliation, namely, that God was
by means of Christ reconciling a world
to himself, not counting their offenses
against them, and he entrusted to us the
message of the reconciliation. There-
fore, we are ambassadors substituting
for Christ, as though God were making
an appeal through us. As substitutes for
Christ, we beg: ‘Become reconciled to
God.’”—2 Cor. 5:18-20.

10 The “other sheep” count it a privi-

8. Why do sinful humans need to be reconciled
to God?
9, 10. (a) What responsibility did Christ give
to his anointed brothers? (b) How do the “oth-
er sheep” help their anointed brothers?

lege to help their anointed brothers in
this ministry. (John 10:16) Serving as
Christ’s envoys, as it were, they are hav-
ing the biggest share in teaching people
spiritual truth and helping them to de-
velop a personal relationship with Jeho-
vah. This is an important part of the
work of bearing thorough witness to the
good news of the undeserved kindness
of God.

SHARE THE GOOD NEWS
THAT GOD HEARS PRAYERS

11 Many people pray because it makes
them feel good, but they do not really
believe that God hears their prayers.
They need to know that Jehovah is the
“Hearer of prayer.” The psalmist David
wrote: “O Hearer of prayer, to you peo-
ple of all sorts will come. My errors have
overwhelmed me, but you cover over
our transgressions.”—Ps. 65:2, 3.

12 Jesus told his disciples: “If you ask
anything in my name, I will do it.”
(John 14:14) Obviously, “anything”
means anything that is in harmony with
Jehovah’s will. John assures us: “This is
the confidence that we have toward
him, that no matter what we ask accord-
ing to his will, he hears us.” (1 John 5:
14) How good it is to teach others that
far from being a mere psychological
crutch, prayer is a wonderful means
of approaching Jehovah’s “throne of
undeserved kindness”! (Heb. 4:16) By
teaching them to pray in the right way,
to the right Person, and for the right
things, we can help them draw close to
Jehovah and find comfort during times
of distress.—Ps. 4:1; 145:18.

11, 12. Why is it good news for people to learn
that they can pray to Jehovah?
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UNDESERVED KINDNESS
IN THE NEW SYSTEM

OF THINGS
13 Jehovah’s undeserved kindness will

reach beyond the end of the present
wicked system of things. Referring to
the extraordinary privilege that God has
granted to the 144,000, who are called
to reign with Christ in his heavenly
Kingdom, Paul wrote: “God, being rich
in mercy, because of his great love with
which he loved us, made us alive togeth-
er with the Christ, even when we were
dead in trespasses—by undeserved kind-
ness you have been saved. Moreover, he
raised us up together and seated us to-
gether in the heavenly places in union
with Christ Jesus, so that in the coming
systems of things he might demonstrate
the surpassing riches of his undeserved
kindness in his graciousness toward us
in union with Christ Jesus.”—Eph. 2:
4-7.

14 It is difficult to imagine the wonders
that Jehovah has in store for anoint-
ed Christians when they are seated on
thrones to rule with Christ in heaven.
(Luke 22:28-30; Phil. 3:20, 21; 1 John
3:2) Toward them in particular, Je-
hovah will “demonstrate the surpass-
ing riches of his undeserved kindness.”
They will make up “theNewJerusalem,”
the bride of Christ. (Rev. 3:12; 17:14;
21:2, 9, 10) They will share with Jesus in
“the healing of the nations,” directing
obedient humans to the means to be-
come free from the burden of sin and
death and raising them to perfection.
—Read Revelation 22:1, 2, 17.

13, 14. (a) What marvelous privileges will the
anointed have in the future? (b) What wonder-
ful work will the anointed do for mankind?

15 At Ephesians 2:7, we read that God’s
demonstration of undeserved kind-
ness would occur “in the coming sys-
tems of things.” Doubtless, Jehovah’s
new system of things on earth will wit-
ness “the surpassing riches of his un-
deserved kindness.” (Luke 18:29, 30)
One of the greatest earthly demonstra-
tions of Jehovah’s marvelous kindness
will be the resurrection of humans from
“the Grave.” (Job 14:13-15; John 5:28,
29) Faithful men and women of old who
died before Christ’s sacrificial death, as
well as all those “other sheep” who die
faithful during the last days, will be
brought back to life to continue serving
Jehovah.

16 Millions of humans who died with-
out knowing God will also be resurrect-
ed. They will be given an opportunity to
submit to Jehovah’s sovereignty. John
wrote: “I saw the dead, the great and the
small, standing before the throne, and
scrolls were opened. But another scroll
was opened; it is the scroll of life. The
dead were judged out of those things
written in the scrolls according to their
deeds. And the sea gave up the dead in
it, and death and the Grave gave up the
dead in them, and they were judged indi-
vidually according to their deeds.” (Rev.
20:12, 13) Of course, those resurrected
will be required to learn how to apply
the godly principles that are found in
the Bible. In addition, they will have to
follow new beneficial instructions that
will be revealed in “the scrolls” outlining
Jehovah’s requirements for living in the
new system of things. The revealing of

15, 16. How will Jehovah show his undeserved
kindness toward the “other sheep” in the fu-
ture?
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the contents of these scrolls will be an-
other demonstration of Jehovah’s un-
deserved kindness.

KEEP SPREADING THE GOOD NEWS
17 More than ever, our mission as the

end nears is to preach the good news of
the Kingdom! (Mark 13:10) Undeniably,
the good news highlights Jehovah’s un-
deserved kindness. We should keep this
in mind when we share in our witnessing
work. Our objective when we preach is
to honor Jehovah. We can do this by
showing people that all the promises of
new world blessings are expressions of
Jehovah’s wonderful kindness.

18 As we witness to others, we can ex-
plain that under Christ’s Kingdom rule,
mankind will benefit from the full appli-

17. What should we keep in mind when sharing
in our witnessing work?
18, 19. How do we glorify Jehovah’s un-
deserved kindness?

cation of the ransom sacrifice and will
gradually be brought to perfection. The
Bible says: “The creation itself will also
be set free from enslavement to corrup-
tion and have the glorious freedom of
the children of God.” (Rom. 8:21) This
will be possible only through Jehovah’s
extraordinary kindness.

19 We have the privilege of sharing
with all who will listen the thrilling
promise that is found at Revelation 21:
4, 5: “[God] will wipe out every tear
from their eyes, and death will be no
more, neither will mourning nor outcry
nor pain be anymore. The former things
have passed away.” And Jehovah, the
one seated on the throne, says: “Look! I
am making all things new.” He also says:
“Write, for these words are faithful and
true.” When we zealously preach this
good news to others, we truly glorify Je-
hovah’s undeserved kindness!

Serve zealously
as “fine stewards
of God’s undeserved
kindness.”—1 Pet. 4:10
(See paragraphs 17-19)



84 “I Want To”
(Luke 5:13)

Oh, what love God’s Son for us showed When
Oh, what help Je - ho - vah God gave When

he left his Fa - ther’s a - bode That with
he sent the faith - ful wise slave, With whom

men he might live, God’s truth he could give; This
we serve with joy, Our pow - ers em - ploy, That

truth from his lips ev - er flowed.
meek ones we might help to save.



“I Want To”

(See also John 18:37; Eph. 3:19; Phil. 2:7.)

Great - ly he did com - fort man - kind, Healed
Those in need can eas - i - ly tell When

those who were sick, lame, and blind. To his
we love them ev - er so well. So if

roy - al com - mis - sion he proved true And
wid - ows and or - phans should ask you, Then

lov - ing - ly said: “I want to.”
read - i - ly say: “I want to.”
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