Remember Me

(Luke 22:19) Also, he took a loaf, gave thanks, broke it, and gave it to them, saying: “This means
my body, which is to be given in your behalf. Keep doing this in remembrance of me.”

When Paul wrote his first letter to the Corinthians he reported that Jesus asked to be remembered
both when he passed the bread and when he passed the wine. (1Co 11:23-25)

Of the four gospels, only Luke tells of Jesus asking us to remember him, and then only when the
bread was passed.

We are told a lot about what he did after his baptism when he became Christ (Kristos = anointed
one), but very little about his personality or life before he was anointed, which shows that what the
Bible writers remembered and valued most was what Christ gave us. Jesus' pre-baptismal life wasn't
remembered well. So even just a few years later, when the Greek scriptures were being penned, the
man, Jesus, is already starting to be forgotten.

Jesus did not say: 'Remember what | do for you." No, but he asked that we remember him.

(Luke 22:19) Keep doing this in remembrance of me.”

That was out of the ordinary for Jesus. He almost always deferred all attention to his Father.

(Mark 10:17, 18) As he was going on his way, a man ran up and fell on his knees before him and
put the question to him: “Good Teacher, what must | do to inherit everlasting life?” '8 Jesus said to
him: “Why do you call me good? Nobody is good except one, God." (Lu 18:18-19)

(John 5:19) Therefore, in response Jesus said to them: “Most truly | say to you, the Son cannot
do a single thing of his own initiative, but only what he sees the Father doing. For whatever things
that One does, these things the Son does also in like manner.

Jesus used that term, "the Father", 82 times in the book of John. But there at the end, when his life
was about to end, he thought of himself, as any human would.

Do you picture Jesus as someone who was not normal? As someone who was not even human?
Well he was human. When you imagine yourself after Armageddon in paradise, you are perfect,
healthy, and of course human. Well that is what Jesus was. No more, no less. Yes, he was God's
human son, but that only meant that he didn't inherit Adamic sin from an imperfect human father. We
are all children of God, we are just imperfect. (Ac 17:29)

No, Jesus was just like you will be when you are made perfect in paradise: A perfect human.



Being perfect didn't mean that Jesus never made any mistakes or could do everything correctly the
first time. (Mr 8:23-25) It just meant that he was without Adamic sin and therefore not susceptible to
sickness, disease, and premature death.

He grew up much like every other child, playing and enjoying himself. And as a young adult, although
he was smarter than most, he still had friends and family. He had chores and worked at a job (Mr 6:3)
like everyone else, and no doubt also had activities he enjoyed doing like everyone else. He had a
favorite color, a favorite food, and favorite music. He was a human with all of our likes and emotions.

When growing up he knew that his true father was Jehovah and he would naturally speak to Him in
prayer, as we do today, but there is no scriptural evidence that Jehovah ever spoke back to him. (Mt
6:4, 6, 18) To learn about Jehovah he asked the priests questions and read the scrolls that were
available to him. (Lu 4:16)

Then one day, when he reached a certain age, it was time to fulfill the role that he was born for. So
Jesus went to John to be baptized, knowing full well how that course would end.

So who are we to remember? The Christ? No, he is on all our minds because the Bible teaches about
how he will be used to cleanse the world of the wicked. We are constantly on the lookout for his
return. No, the Christ needs no prompting to be remembered.

But not so with Jesus. He died for us and is no more. (see my article "Time of Arrival”) That is who we
should remember: That selfless young man who lived long ago and who made that hard and
immeasurable decision to give up his perfect life.

Being perfect and sin-free, he had the prospect of eternal life on earth. Coming from an imperfect
mother by a perfect Father, he knew that just like himself, any children he had would not inherit the
imperfection of their mother. So Jesus could have began a race of perfect sin-free humans on the
earth. He could have started over where Adam had failed. But instead Jesus chose to give up his life
and all of that potential so that imperfect and sinful mankind could be redeemed. (See my articles
"Jesus Died for Who?" and "Let this cup pass away from me")

If ten years after Armageddon you were asked to give up your perfect and unending life in paradise
for others, would you?

Jesus did. And that is the man who asked us to remember him.
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