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MAN’S RULE ABOUT TO GIVE
WAY TO GOD’S RULE

ULE, as we here consider it, means the exer-

cise of authority or control. The word also
carries with it the thought of a period of time
during which a special ruler or government exer-
cises control; also, the state of being governed.
In languages that are drawn from or built upon
the Latin, the word comes from the Latin word
regula, which means “straightedge, rule”; and, in
turn, this word comes from the Latin verb régere,
which means “to lead straight; to guide.” The
word “government,” which is associated with the
word “rule,” is drawn from the Latin verb guber-
ndre, which is borrowed from the Greek verb
kyberndn, which means “to steer,” and then ‘‘to
guide, to govern,” and “to act as a helmsman, a
pilot.” When it is viewed from this understanding,
there is nothing wrong in itself with the idea of
“rule” by means of a government. And what
right-minded person does not want “rule”? Espe-
cially when a person is imperfect, as all of us
are, who does not want a *“rule,” a *“‘straightedge”?
If we are anxious to go straight, to do things
right, who does not appreciate being steered right,
directed and governed right? In such a world as
this, many of us still do. Such a straight rule
by right government will shortly be given to man-
kind, with wonderful blessings resulting. But by
whom?

1. (a) What meaning for the word “rule” are we
interested in, and from what Latin words is its deriva.
tion? (b) With such understanding, how do right-minded
individuals view “rule”?
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2Man today is well acquainted with rule and
government, for all his experience therewith.
The estimates made by devotees of the evolution
theory as to the length of man’s existence upon
this terragueous globe cannot be relied upon; they
are mere wild, unfounded, unreasonable guesses.
According to the most authoritative source of
information, the accurate history of man from
his true beginning, man has been upon this earth
now close onto six thousand years. During almost
all that time he has been subject to man’s rule,
in varieties thereof at various times or in various
parts of the earth. What form of rulership and
government has man not tried for his benefit,
from cruel despotisms to modern-day republics
and so-called “people’s democracies”? The Ency-
clopeedia Britannica takes note of this. Under the
heading of “Government” (in Volume 10, edition
of 1946) it says:

3 “Government in the ancient world presents
three main types-—the great despotic empires of
Sumeria, Egypt, Assyria, Persia, Macedon; the
city states of Asia Minor, Greece and Ifaly, and
the unique empire in Rome of a city-state gradually
becoming the centre of empire, and, in the process,
changing its republic system into an autocracy,
limited only by the survival of some republican
institutions and traditions. . . . the Roman theory
of universal domination lasted on throughout the
Middle Ages and, through the titular supremacy
of the Holy Roman Empire, delayed the emergence
of national territorial states with a clear title

2-4. Why can it be said man is well acquainted with
rule and government, and what interesting comment
on this is made by The Encyclopedia Britannica?
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to independence. This delay was assisted by the
equally universal claim of the popes to human
obedience, and by the efficient organization of the
Church system of Government through the canon
law, and the courts which administered it, through-
out the Christian world. . ... ”

¢ Pointing to the effects of political develop-
ments during the sixteenth century upon govern-
ment, the same Encyclopeedia article says: “MOD-
ERN TIMES. If the modern naticn-state clearly
emerges in the 16th century the history of modern
government falls eqgually clearly into two main
periods since that time, the period before and
the period since the French Revolution [of the
eighteenth century]. . .. Modern democracies show
great variations in their governmental organi-
zation,” ang it speaks of the flexible kinds and the
rigid kinds.—Pages 560-565.

s The same ancient governments mentioned by
The Encyclopeedia Britannice, namely, those of
‘Sumeria (or Babylonia), Egypt, Assyria, Persia,
Macedon, Greece and Rome, are dealt with in a
book far older than the Britannica and parts of
which, in fact, were written right in Babylonia,
Persia, Macedonia, Greece, and Rome in Italy, and
thus giving us a direct insight into the rule and
government of those places., That accurately in-
formative and authoritative book, although fin-
ished in the first century of our Common Era,
has today a wider circulation than The Encyclo-
peedia Britannice and is still found to be an
authority even regarding modern times., That
book is The Holy Bible or The Sacred Scriptures.

5. What book far older than the Briteannica deals with
ancient governments, and what advantage does it have
over other boois?
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¢It is the only book that gives mankind an
authentic account of its beginning and of its his-
tory for more than four thousand one hundred
years. Furthermore, some of its many predictions
or prophecies which have not yet been fulfilled
carry us right down into this twentieth century of
our Common Era and even for a thousand years
from today. Rightly, this marvelous Book tells
us much about man’s rule and how it would work
out, It is the only book that assures us that man’s
rule is now about to give way to God’s rule. This
is because this book was written under the inspira-
tion of God’s invisible, directive active force or
spirit and hence comes to us from the hand of
God the Creator, who has preserved it to this day
for our salvation.

WHY MANY TODAY DO NOT WANT GOD’'S RULE
" The thought of coming under God’s rule is
becoming detestable to more and more millions of
people today. To their minds it brings the thought
of theocracy, which is really what God’s rule
means. But to many of those persons who revolt
at the idea of God’s rule, theocracy makes them
think of corrupt, oppressive rule by immoral,
greedy, self-seeking, totalitarian religious priests
and clergymen, who demand the absolute, unques-
tioning obedience of all mankind and who demand
also their money under the cloak of false religious
pretenses. For many centuries Europe had such a
so-called theocracy run by priestcraft. This time
of priests openly meddling in worldly politics and
tfrying to hold the political rulers subject to them

6. Outline the many excellent features of this book
called the Bible.

7. Why do many millions of people detest the thought
of a rule by “theocracy”?
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is referred to in The Encyclopedia Americana
(in Volume 13, edition of 1956), in its article on
“Government,” in the following words:

8 “SOURCE OF GOVERNMENTAL AUTHOR-
ITY. Various ideas have been held by different
people in different periods of history as to the
source from which government derives its author-
ity. . . . For many years in many countries, kings
claimed to rule by divine right. They asserted that
their governmental authority came to them direct-
ly from God. Many rulers in Europe have acknowl-
edged that the pope was the direct representative
of God on earth and had taken their authority
from the popes as God’s agent on earth. The
divine right of kings was claimed by some rulers
later than 1600. James I of Great Britain (reigned
1603-1625) was a staunch advocate of divine
right.””—Page 89.

8 Not only the earlier kings of Europe during
the time of the Holy Roman Empire considered
the pope of Rome to be “God’s agent on earth,”
but the popes themselves and the religious hier-
archy under them as well as the common people
thought the same as those kings. Thus such popish
rule through his hierarchy was considered a the-
ocracy, and that is one of the meanings given by
the dictionary to the word “theocracy.” Thus,
too, because of considering themselves to be “the
direct representative of God on earth,” the popes
claimed to wield universal sovereignty, universal
domination. What student of European history
does not know of the pope’s claim to the right

8. How does The Encyclopedid Americana define the
sources of governmental authority?

9. What meaning came to be given to the word “the-
ocracy,” and so how do people often feel when such a
theocratic rule is recommended for mankind?
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to crown and uncrown kings, to enthrone and
unthrone kings? What student does not remem-
ber how Pope Leo III crowned King Charles the
Great or Charlemagne at Rome on Christmas Day
of the year 8007 But it was Napoleon Bonaparte
who crowned himself emperor in the presence of
the helpless pope, shortly after the French Revo-
lution. What wonder, then, that intelligent per-
sons of today who are informed on the Kind of
rule that prevailed during the time of the popish
“theocracy” cannot stomach the thought of God’s
rule being about to come, if God’s rule means the
restoration of such a hierarchical ruile!

1 Fortunately such priestly theocratic rule has
beent only a sad part of man’s rule, for religious
popes and priests and clergymen are mere imper-
fect, dying men. Certainly such religio-political
rule by the priests and clergy of Christendom has
disgracefully misrepresented God's rule. Hence
when man’s rule gives way to God's rule the
politico-religious rule of the priests and clergy of
Christendom and also of pagandom must also
give way and disappéar for all time, to mankind’s
eternal relief.

HIGHER RULE THAN MAN'S INEVITABLE

11 Yet when we talk of man’s rule giving way
to something else, the question arises, Can there
be any other kind of rule over the whole earth
than man’s rule? The evolutionist and the mate-
rialist will emphatically answer No! But they
stubbornly blind themselves to the facts of history.
Man is certainly not ruling the rest of the visible,

10. What must happen to the religio-political rule by
priests and clergy of Christendom and pagandom?

11. Why can we be assured that a rule on earth other
than man’s is going to be a reality?
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tangible universe, even by means of his rockets
and spacecraft. The Creator of the universe, God
Almighty, does that. He has the Creator’s right
to do so. He rules all the rest of the universe, so
why not also the earth? It is impossible to stop
him from doing so. Just because man has lived
upon the earth now for about six thousand years
and more than three thousand million humans
today inhabit the earth, this does not give
them the legal right to the earth and its ruler-
ship. God never gave up his Creator’s ownership
of the earth and his right to rule it and its inhab-
itants. He was ruling the earth when he created
man and gave man his start in earthly life. That
was almost six thousand years ago. Was there
anything wrong or bad about God's rule then?

12 Consider: God did not create man a grunting,
beastlike caveman partway up any scale of natural
evolution. The Creator of all the glorious universe
in outer space created man as a creative work
that would bring credit to his divine creative abil-
ity. God himself is perfect and all-good, and he
created a perfect work when he made the first man.
The Bible writer named Moses, who lived for forty
years under ancient Egyptian rule, got God's
spirit of inspiration and wrote concerning God’s
creative work: “I shall declare the name of Je-
hovah. Do you attribute greatness to our God!
The Rock, perfect is his activity, for all his ways
are justice. A God of faithfulness, with whom
there is no injustice; righteous and upright is he.
They have acted ruinously on their own part;
they are not his children, the defect is their own.

12. In what condition or state was the first man created,
and how under divine inspiration does Moses show this
to be so in Deuteronomy 32:3-6?
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A generation crooked and twisted! Is it to Jehovah
that you keep doing this way, O people stupid and
not wise? Is he not your Father who has produced
you, he who made you and proceeded to give you
stability?”’ (Deuteronomy 32:3-6) From these in-
spired words there is no mistaking that Jehovah
God created the first man perfect.

33 The hairy, lowbrowed, vicious-looking cave-
man imagined by the evolutionists could never be
in God’s image and likeness. The creation account
written by the inspired prophet Moses says that
God purposed to create man in his image and
likeness and that he actually did so. For this
first man he also created a perfect wife. When he
thus finished his creative work respecting our
earth, God took an overall view of his work and
he pronounced it to be “very good.” God the
Creator is the best critic in all existence, and when
he pronounced his earthly work “very good,” it was
indeed so. (Genesis 1:26-31) In this “very good”
state of human perfection man got his start, this
indicating that God the Creator purposed to rule
over intelligent earthly creatures with whom he
could deal on the basis of their perfection, a man
and woman who reflected what God was and who
could appreciate what God was and who would
be able to yield perfect obedience to him, even in
the smallest thing, as well as in all other things.

3 What kind of living conditions did God’s rule
mean for that perfect first man and woman? Poor,
slummy, crowded living quarters in a polluted

13, (a) Why is the evolutionist theory of man's exis-
tence false and misleading? (b) How did the Creator,
J;z}eugxah, purpose to deal with man whom he had cre-
ated?

14. What type of living conditions for the perfect man
and woman did God purpose, and how is this evident
from the Bible account at Genesis 2:8-15?
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atmosphere and general environment? Or in a
jungle where he was constantly in danger of
being attacked by ferocious wild animals or vipers?
To do so would have been inconsiderate, incon-
sistent, unloving on the perfect God’s part. Only
perfect conditions would be suitable for his perfect
human creatures. A paradise of Eden, a garden of
pleasure! In proof that God’s rule is good for its
subjects, Genesis 2:8-15 tells us: “Jéhovah God
planted a garden in Eden, toward the east, and
there he put the man whom he had formed. Thus
Jehovah God made to grow out of the ground
every tree desirable to one’s sight and good for
food and also the tree of life in the middle of
the garden and the tree of the knowledge of good
and bad. . . . And Jehovah God proceeded to take
the man and settle him in the garden of Eden
to cultivate it and to take care of it.”

18 God created this perfect man, who bore God’s
“image and likeness,” with the ability to appre-
ciate law and order, In order to keep this perfect
intelligent creature aware of the fact that he was
responsible to his Creator and was subject to God’s
rule, God placed a simple limitation upon him,
a small one indeed but one that would therefore
prove the perfectness of his obedience. Genesis
2:16, 17 informs us: “And Jehovah God also laid
this command upon the man: ‘From every tree
of the garden you may eat to satisfaction. But as
for the tree of the knowledge of good and bad
you must not eat from it, for in the day you eat
from it you will positively die.’” God as Creator
and Lawgiver was perfectly within his right in

15. What ability did the perfect man in God’s image
have, and so why was the limitation of Genesis 2:16, 17
placed on the perfect man?
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laying such a command upon his human creation.
It did not imply that the man had criminal ten-
dencies that needed to be legislated against to
curb his wicked inclinations. It merely asked for
him to restrain himself in one small regard in
order to show respect for his Creator and perfect
love for his heavenly Father.

s The man, being newly created, had yet to
prove his obedience to his invisible heavenly
Creator, and his keeping of this simple command.
would lead him to perfect his obedience to God.
It would remind him that his enjoying everlasting
life in happiness in a paradise earth depended
upon perfect obedience to his Creator God and
Father. Thereafter the perfect man had to decide
whether he desired to continue forever under
God’s rule or not.

17 It was after this that God created a wife in
lovely perfection for the man and married them.
In order to inform the man and woman why he
had put them on earth and had married them in
the paradise of Eden, Jehovah God stated his
further law to this perfect couple. It was not a
law for them to refrain from doing anything bad,
but it was a law for them to do good to the very
ends of the earth, and this under God's blessing.
Genesis 1:28 tells us: “Further, God blessed them
and God said to them: ‘Be fruitful and become
many and fill the earth and subdue it, and have
in subjection the fish of the sea and the flying
creatures of the heavens and every living creature
that is moving upon the earth.’”

16. To what would obedience on the part of the man
lead, and of what remind him?

17. What further law or command did Jehovah place
on the first man and woman in the paradise of Eden,
and was it a good law or a bad one?
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18 Ah yes, “have in subjection” all the lower
animal creations, but not have in subjection all
other human creatures who as their offspring and
descendants would in due time fill the earth that
would be subdued to a paradise beauty everywhere.
God issued to the first man and woman, Adam
and Eve, no commission to set up man’s rule
over humankind. God’s rule, that then obtained
there in the garden of Eden, was to continue, and
all the perfect offspring of Adam and Eve were
to be subject to God’s rule. It was to be a pure,
ideal theocracy, with no human priests or pope.
What would this mean for all mankind under such
rule by the invisible God and heavenly Father?
Everlasting life in human perfection, in peace and
happiness, in an earth-embracing paradise!

START OF MAN'S RULE

» Under such paradise conditions, with such
wondrous divinely ordained goals set before one,
who would want to start man’s rule in the earth?
In fact, who started man’s rule such as we have
today throughout the earth? When was it started?
Man himself started it, back there in the paradise
of pleasure almost six thousand years ago. Before
they started filling the earth with perfect off-
spring, the woman Eve and the man Adam did so.
It took only one small act to do so, and that was
to break the law of God’s rule against the eating
of the fruit of the tree of the knowledge of good
and bad. Adam and Eve’s doing so was induced,
not by God their Creator and Father, but by a

18. (a) What was not included in man’s authority on
this earth? (b) Who, then, was to rule over man, and
with what result?

19. How, then, did man’s rule get its start on earth, and
who was responsible for starting such rule?
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newly arisen rebel who opposed God's rule, not
only in the earth but throughout all heaven. In
the language of Adam and Eve their word for
“Resister” or “Opposer” was Satan, and for this
reason this original rebel against God’s rule in
heaven and earth is called in God’s written Word
“Satan.”

20 Satan was not visible to Adam and Eve, for
he is a superhuman, invisible spirit creature. By
tricky use of a serpent or snake in the garden of
Eden and making human speech appear to come
forth from it, he first suggested to the unsuspect-
ing Eve the desirability of breaking the law of
God’s rule and the setting up of man’s rule on
earth. With regard to God’s warning of the punish-
ment of death for eating disobediently from the
tree of the knowledge of good and bad, Satan
said through the serpent: “You positively will
not die. For God knows that in the very day of
your eating from it your eyes are bound to be
opened and you are bound to be like God, knowing
good and bad.” (Genesis 3:1-5) In other words, Eve
and Adam did not need God’s rule in order to
know what was good and what was bad. By break-
ing his law and eating the forbidden fruit, they
would become like God their Creator in ability to
know good and bad and they could set up their
own standards of good and bad and of right and
wrong. Thus.they would enjoy man’s rule and this
would give them independence and freedom. Did
ever any politician use any argument slicker than
that?

20. In what way did Satan suggest that breaking God's
law would lead to desirable results for Eve, and what
prorriis$ was he falsely holding out for the first human
couple?
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2t First Eve decided for human rule of mankind,
and then she prevailed upon her husband Adam
to decide for man’s rule of man. (Genesis 3:6, 7)
The garden of Eden was God’s earthly realm,
where God’s rule or theocracy should hold sway;
it was no place for man’s rule. So God the Creator
drove them out of the garden of Eden, under
condemnation of death. He could have executed
them in death on that very same twenty-four-hour
day, but mercifully did not do so. He had purposed
that Adam and Eve should have offspring, and
he stuck to this purpose. Why? In order that he
might have mercy upon their offspring and might
reestablish divine rule or theocracy over them in
the earth. Thus he would vindicate his own uni-
versal sovereignty as the Great Theocrat and also
vindicate his purpose in placing man upon this
earth. His self-respecting purpose to do this was
really behind the belligerent declaration that he
now made to the serpent who pictures Satan the
Devil:

24T ghall put enmity between you and the
woman and between your seed and her seed. He
will bruise you in the head and you will bruise
him in the heel.”—Genesis 3:15.

23 That vindicative purpose Jehovah God has
stuck to for all these millenniums of time till now.
In the first century of our Common Era he in-
spired the Christian apostle Paul to write to the
faithful Christians in Rome: “I want you to be

21,22. (a) Because first Eve and then Adam decided
for human rule, what did Jehovah now do, and how was
this really a merciful action on his part? (b) What
v];ortiils? of condemnation did he have for Satan the
eVl ¢

23. What Biblical guarantees do we have that Jehovah
continues to hold to his original purpose to rule this
earth himself?
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wise as to what is good, but innocent as to what
is evil. For his part, the God who gives peace will
crush Satan under your feet shortly.” (Romans
16:19, 20) Furthermore, the last book of the Bible,
called Revelation or Apocalypse, is undergoing
fulfillment in our very day, and it describes in
symbolic vision how Satan the Devil and his wick-
ed seed will be crushed and bruised in the head.
(Revelation 19:11 to 20:10) This is all a guaran-
t{ee that Jehovah God still holds to his original
purpose to destroy Satan, who wickedly instigated
man’s rule in the earth, and will reestablish God’s
rule, theocracy, here. It is positively certain,
therefore, that Almighty God has purposed to let
man’s rule continue in the earth for only a limited
time. That time is now very near its end. For
this we should be glad!

MAN’S RULE DISASTROUS
~—GOY’S RULE THE REMEDY

2 Yielding to Satan the Devil, the first man and
woman chose man’s rule, So God let them have it,
not inside the theocratic garden of Eden, but
outside it. There God let Adam and Eve and their
offspring have man’s rule till now. In view of
the way in which it got started on the earth,
could it have the blessing of the only living and
true God, the Creator of man? The answer to
that question is found in the answer to the question,
Is there any evidence to show that man's rule
has had the blessing of the God whose rule man
has rejected? The true-to-fact answer is No! The
first man born to Adam and Eve committed mur-
der upon his own godly brother and afterward

24. Cite examples to show that man’s rule from the
start has not had the blessing of the Creator,
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started the building of cities, with all the problems
of city government and life. (Genesis 4:1-17) Fif-
teen centuries after that the inhabited earth be-
came so filled with violence of corrupt-minded
people that God wiped out that human society and
its cities in a world-engulfing flood.—Genesis 6:1
to 7:24.

23 Had that global flood not occurred, the world
population would have been greater today, the
world’s population explosion would have come
sooner with all its problems of jobs for everybody,
food for everybody, housing adequate for every-
body, tax burdens and increasing costs of govern-
ments. The human family started off anew with
only eight survivors of the Flood, or with four
married couples, For a time man’s rule was wiped
out by this “act of God,” the Flood. The prophet
Noah, who was instructed by Jehovah God to
build the great ark for the preserving alive of
himself and his immediate family, was a believer
in God’s rule. After the Flood he continued walking
with God, just as he had done before the Flood.
(Genesis 6:8, 9; 8:18-22) Jehovah God gave Noah
and the three sons His laws for living in the post-
Flood earth and, as he had said to Adam and
Eve, so he said to Noah and his sons to multiply
their offspring and make the earth swarm with
their descendants. (Genesis 9:1-7) Do we have a
swarm of people on earth today, more than forty-
three centuries after the Flood? Yes, according
to the opinion of some, but not too great a swarm,
only badly distributed.

25. (a) What happened to man’s rule at the time of the
Flood? (b) What command given to Adam and Eve
did Jehovah now repsat to the Flood survivors, re-
sulting in what today?
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# The earliest effort to set up man's rule again
on a notable scale came in the days of Noah’s
great-grandson named Nimrod the son of Cush.
Note how the Bible, in Genesis 10:8-12, describes
it: “And Cush became father to Nimrod. He made
‘the start in becoming a mighty one in the earth.
He displayed himself a mighty hunter in opposition
to Jehovah. That is why there is a saying: ‘Just
like Nimrod a mighty hunter in opposition to
Jehovah.' And the beginning of his kingdom came
to be Babel [or, Babylon] and Erech and Accad
and Calneh, in the land of Shinar. OQut of that
land he went forth into Assyria and set himself
to building Nineveh and Rehoboth-Ir and Calah
and Resen between Nineveh and Calah: this is the
great city.” The beginning of Nimrod’s kingdom
at Babel or Babylon was not the beginning of
the kingdom of God, a theocracy. It was the out-
standing beginning of man’s rule under Nimrod,
the “mighty hunter in opposition to Jehovah.”
Like the murderer Cain, Nimrod began herding
people into cities under his control. Was that
a good thing? For the correct answer we have
only to look at the mounting problems to which
that small beginning has led today?!

 Ever since Nimrod’s day we have had man's
rule in the earth. During all these thousands of
years have we had any rule of God, a kingdom
of God, a theocracy? Yes, but only on a small
scale, only a miniature foreview of the coming

26. (a) How did man’s rule again get started on a
notable scale? (b) How was Nimrod like Cain, and
was this a good thing for the people?

27. (a) Has there been any rule by God since Nimrod’s
day, and, if so, when and where? (b) Who was the
king, and what type of government was it called by
Josephus?
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theocracy, the coming kingdom of God. When
was this? In the year 1513 before our Common
Era, in the days of the prophet Moses, and for
nine centuries after that, or down till 607 B.C.E.
After delivering Moses and his people from the
then dominant world power, Egypt, God assembled
them at Mount Sinai in the Arabian Peninsula.
There he organized them as a nation and gave
them the basic Ten Commandments and hundreds
of related laws and also a system of religious
worship that was pure and acceptable to him.
He gave them strict rules and laws for a clean,
helpful priesthood. He gave them no visible king.
He himself was their invisible heavenly King,
their Lawgiver, their Judge as well as their God.
(Exodus 15:18-21; 19:1 to 20:26; Isaiah 33:22)
That was, as the historian Flavius Josephus of
our first century calls it, a “theocracy” over one
nation of earth.

28 As in the case of the theocracy in the garden
of Eden, we ask, What was wrong with this post-
Flood theocracy? Nothing! And as long as that
nation lived in harmony with that theocracy
or expression of God’s rule they had his protection
and blessing and prospered in their God-given
land, over there in the Middle East. Only when the
people forgot Jehovah God their King and Ruler
and departed from his worship and broke his
laws and followed the customs and worship of the
surrounding pagan nations, they got into trouble.
For their disciplining, Jehovah God let them come

28. Was there anything wrong with such theoeracy,
and, if not, why did the people lose out on the Creator’s
blessing and protection?
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under man’s rule as exercised by pagan nations
nearby. Only when the afflicted people sorrowed
over their wrong, unfaithful course and pleaded
to come under God’s rule again, He delivered
them from their oppressors and gave them theo-
cratic freedom and favor again—Judges 1:1 to
16:31; 21:25; Acts 13:16-20.

29 The descendants of that people who were
then under God’s rule or theocracy have survived
for thousands of years down to this day and even
have nationhood. Why do they have a democratic
republic today, and not a theocracy? It was be-
cause of a faithless desire that they expressed
long ago for man's rule like that of the pagan
nations right around them. Lacking faith in their
invisible heavenly King, Jehovah God, they asked
the prophet Samuel to set a visible human king
over the nation,

s Samuel believed in theocracy or God's rule,
and he was very much upset over their request.
But Jehovah God said to Samuel: “Listen to the
voice of the people as respects all that they say
to you; for it is not you whom they have rejected,
but it is I whom they have rejected from being
king over them.” Under God’s direction, Samuel
told the people about all the problems and burdens
that having a visible human king over them would
bring, but the people persisted in demanding such a
human king, (1 Samuel 8:1-22) So God instructed
Samuel to anoint such a human king over the
nation, How did this form of man’s rule work out?

29. Why do the descendants of that people ruled by
God not have a theocracy today?

30. What did God instruct his prophet Samuel to do
when His people asked for a visible, human king?
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MINIATURE KINGDOM OF GOD BY
HIS ANOINTED ONE

31 The first king anointed was Saul the son of
Kish of the tribe of Benjamin. Because of later on
disobeying God’s commands and at last going
over to demonistic spiritism King Saul proved to
be a failure. (1 Chronicles 10:1-14; Acts 13:20, 21)
Then God set up as king over the nation of his
pecple the former shepherd boy of Bethlehem,
David the son of Jesse of the tribe of Judah. Be-
cause of David’s devotion to the worship of Jeho-
vah God, there was given to him God’s promise
or covenant to set up a dynasty of kings in David’s
royal family forever. (Acts 13:22; 2 Samuel 2:1 to
7:17) Accordingly David's beloved son Solomon
became his successor to the throne, to rule at Jeru-
salem as the vigible representative of God. About
this we read, in 1 Chronicles 29:23: “And Solomon
began to sit upon Jehovah’s throne as king in
place of David his father and to make a success
of it, and all the Israelites were obedient to him.”
It was in the days of wise King Solomon that this
form of theocracy with a visible human king sitting
‘“apon Jehovah’s throne” at Jerusalem reached its
peak of prosperity and glory.

32 Contrast the condition of all the man-ruled
nations of our twentieth century with the historical
account of the reign of theocratic King Solomon,
as found in 1 Kings 4:24, 25: “And peace iiself
became his in every region of his, all around. And
Judah and Israel continued to dwell in security,

31. What kind of kings did Saul, David and Solomon
prove to be in Israel?

32. Describe conditions for the people under the rule
of theocratic King Solomon. Of what was this a pro-
phetic picture?
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everyone under his own vine and under his own fig
tree, from Dan to Beer-sheba, all the days of
Solomon.” There was an abundance of people in
the nation, but there was no food problem, no
starvation creeping up upon the nation. Rather,
1 Kings 4:20 reports: “Judah and Israel were
many, like the grains of sand that are by the
sea for multitude, eating and drinking and re-
joicing.” This was, not only an example of the
blessings of the people under God’s rule or the-
ocracy, but also something more important: it was
a prophetic picture of the coming blessings for
all mankind under God’s kingdom in the hands
of his heavenly Son, Jesus Christ, who has proved
to be wiser and greater than ancient Solomon.
—Matthew 12:42.

33 Since the blessings of that ancient miniature,
limited theocracy were so great, why do not the
natural descendants of Solomon’s people enjoy the
blessings of theocracy today, enjoying God’s rule?
The answer of God’s wriften Word is plain: the
worship of false gods, the gods of the ancient
pagan nations, worked its way into the nation of
Jehovah’s favored, chosen nation. This took them
away from God’s rule and put them under the rule
of demons exercised through the demon-worship-
ing pagan nations. After King Solomon’s death
the nation was broken into two parts, in the year
997 B.C.E. The larger part lasted as a separate
kingdom for 257 years and was finally swallowed
up by the Assyrian World Power in 740 B.C.E.
The smaller part confinued as a kingdom, with

33. (a) What led to a loss of blessings and protection
that Israel had under Solomon’s theocratic rule?
{(b) What does history show happened first to the
separated kingdom of Israel.and then to Judah under
the dynasty of King David’s family?
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capital at Jerusalem, under the dynasty of King
David’s family, more than a century longer, until
607 B.C.E. Then the Almighty God, in fulfillment
of his own prophecies, permitted the kingdom of
Jerusalem to be overturned by the world power of
Babylon. (2 Kings 25:1-26; 2 Chronicles 36:11-21;
Ezekiel 21:18-27) With that disastrous event the
typical theocracy of Jehovah God in the earth
went out of existence,

# From that year 607 B.C.E. onward man’s rule
has dominated all the earth till now. True, Jeho-
vah God mercifully brought back his repentant
remnant from exile in Babylon after seventy years
of desolation of the land of Judah and Jerusalem,
but he did not reestablish the typical theocracy
among his restored peopie. They were then in
subjection to the Persian World Power, until the
Macedonian or Grecian World Power overthrew
Persia. Finally, in the first century B.C.E., the
Roman World Power took control over them, and
in the days of Emperor Caesar Augustus, Jesus
Christ was born in David’s town of Bethlehem and
as a royal descendant of King David. (Luke 2:1-20)
By his teachings, his miraculous cures even to
raising the dead, and by his fulfilment of prophe-
cies, this Jesus proved that he was the promised
Messiah or Christ, and yet religious leaders of
Jerusalem did not want this true Heir of King
David to be their King to rule in the name of
Jehovah God. They falsely accused him before
the Roman governor as being a seditionist who
claimed to be a king. So whose rule did they want?

34. (a) Under whose rule did the restored people of
God come after seventy years in Babylon? {(b) en
God’s Son Jesus came to earth, how was he received
by the religious leaders of the Jews?
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33 When the Roman governor asked these ac-
cusers: “Shall 1 impale your king?”’ the chief
priests, who should have been theocratie, led the
crowd in shouting back: “We have no king but
Caesar.” (John 19:1-15) Thus they cried out for
man’s rule instead of for God’s rule by his Messiah
of the royal family line of David. They got it.
But thirty-three years after Jesus Christ was
impaled, buried and resurrected from the dead to
heavenly life, they rebelled against Caesar as king.
God did not help them, but man’s rule by Caesar
prevailed, and in the year 70 C.E. over a million
of the rebels were killed, 97,000 were carried away
into slavery, and Jerusalem and her magnificent
temple of worship were destroyed, All this fulfilled
the prophecy of Jesus Christ, who said: “They
will fall by the edge of the sword and be led
captive into all the nations; and Jerusalem will be
trampled on by the nations, until the appointed
times of the nations are fulfilled.”—Luke 21:20-24.

MAN’S RULE UNDER SATAN’S RULE

3¢ Man’s rule over all the earth has continued
on down to the end of those appointed times of
the nations in the year 1914 C.E. Those “appointed
times of the nations,” the Gentile Times, began
back in 607 B.C.E. at the first destruction of Jeru-
salem by the Babylonian World Power, which
meant the overturning of the typical theocracy,
the typical kingdom of Jehovah God in the hands
of a royal descendant of King David. Those Gentile
Times continued on after the second destruction

35. (a) How did such religious leaders show they pre-
ferred man’s rule to God’s rule? (b) To what did man’s
rule lead in the year 70 C.E.?

36, For how long has man’s rule contihued, and in
reality whose rule has it been, and who says so?
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of Jerusalem by the Roman World Power. It can
be proved from God’s written Word the Bible
that those Gentile Times were due to run for
2,520 vears from Jerusalem’s first destruction, or
until the year 1914 of our twentieth century.
During all those years the world of mankind has
suffered under man’s rule. It has really been
Satan’s rule, for Jesus Christ pointed to Satan the
Devil as ‘“the ruler of this world,” and the Chris-
tian apostle Paul calied him “the god of this system
of things.” (John 12:31; 14:30; 2 Corinthians 4:4)
Not even the establishment of religious Christen-
dom in the fourth century brought in the kingdom
of God or God’s rule. It has been Satanic!

37 After now more than the 2,520 years of the
Gentile Times, what promise does man’s rule give
of peace and stability and security, prosperity and
plenty, to the world of mankind? What promise
has man’s rule given of fulfilling the commission
given to the perfect Adam and Eve in the garden
of Eden to subdue all the earth and convert it into
a global paradise for mankind’s everlasting happy
home? Well, after the end of the Gentile Times
in 1914 man’s rule brought on two world wars
and an era of violence surpassing even that of
Noah'’s days before the flood. Since the end of
World War II in 1945 man’s rule has made this
earth an arsenal for the stockpiling of atomic and
nuclear bombs of frightful killing power. The
problem of poverty has become tougher than ever,
while at the same time the ruining of the earth
rapidly proceeds.

8 Does mankind in general today want God’s

37. What is the state of earth’s affairs now after more
than 2,520 years of man’s rule?

38. What proof have we that mankind in general today
has no desire for the earth to be ruled by God?
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rule because of the difficulties and mortal dangers
into which they have come? Hardly. Mankind in
general fights; not only against the laws of God
as set out in the Holy Bible, but also against the
laws of God’s creation, which scientific men call
“Nature.” In demonstration of this note what
was discussed and brought out at the sessions of
the American Association for the Advancement of
Science as held in New York city during the last
week of the year 1967. It showed the damage that
man in this scientific, nuclear, space age is doing
to his natural environment. The so-called “balance
of nature” is being destroyed. The amount of oxy-
gen for mankind to be breathed is being reduced.
The earth’s soil and waters are being befouled for
the commercial profits of modern industry. The
intricate network of natural processes for the
maintenance of animal and human life is being
disrupted.

3 Opne university professor said that man’s en-
vironment is being put under a stress “to the point
of collapse” and that our planet earth is getting
close fo “a crisis which may destroy its suitability
as a place for human society.” In the closing
paragraph of its editorial on the subject “Man
versus Nature,” the New York Times, under date
of January 1, 1968, said: “Earth’s capacity to
support human life is finite, If that limit is ex-
ceeded vast disasters could result—and some of
those disasters may not be far off. What is implied
in these discussions is a direct challenge to popular
ideas about ‘progress.’” Humans can survive only
if the natural environment that has produced
and supported it is protected against the powerful

39. What warning was contained in a New York Times
editorial entitled “Man versus Nature”?
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threats that now impinge as man uses godlike
powers with much less than godlike wisdom.”

“ Viewed from the standpoint of the world
situation today, it is becoming undeniably plain
that man is unable to rule himself. He is unable
to survive by his own human efforts and without
the help, guidance and blessing of the God who
created man and all the laws that govern man’s
environment. ¥rom sheer necessity of man’s pres-
ent extremity, the time has come when God simply
has to take over the rule of this earth for the
saving of the human race.

GOD’S TIME AT HAND!

41 However, man’s urgent necessity is not alone
the thing that dictates that the Almighty God and
Creator must take over the rulership of all the
earth by his Messianic kingdom. God’s own self-
appointed time dictates that he now reestablish
his rule on earth. In spite of human rulers and
their political supporters who feel that man’s rule
absolutely has to be carried forward in order to
avoid world disaster, God as a precise Timekeeper
will follow his own time clock and at the exact
time he will restore theocracy, God’s rule, to this
planet, over all the earth. His time is near, which
is why man’'s rule is about to give way to God’s
rule, Man’s rule will not give way peacefully, but
human rulers will continue to fight against God’s
kingdom to mainfain their domination of all the
earth, Man’s rule will therefore have to give way
under defeat and destruction brought upon it in
40, How is it undeniably plain that man is unable to
rule himself?

41. (a) Besides man's urgent necessity for God’s ruler-
ship, what else of even greater importance needs con-

sideration? (b) Will man give up his rule of earth
peacefully, and, if not, what will be necessary?
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the “war of the great day of God the Almighty” at
what is called Armageddon. (Revelation 16:14, 16)
God’s rule will triumph and prevail on earth for-
evermore.

4]t is not mere imagination for us to say that
the Gentile Times of man’s rule under Satan’s rule
ended in the year 1914 C.E. This bold fact is
proved by the world war beginning that year and
followed by famines, pestilences, earthquakes, reli-
gious persecution and international distress and
perplexity, just as foretold by Jesus Christ in his
prophecy on the *“conclusion of the system of
things.” (Matthew 24:3-12; Luke 21:10-19) The
ending of the Gentile Times in that unforgettable
year meant that God’s kingdom in the hands of
descendants of the royal line of King David that
was overturned at Jerusalem in 607 B.CE. was
reestablished, not at earthly Jerusalem over in the
Middle East, but in the heavens. Its authority was
put into the hands of God’s resurrected Son, Jesus
Christ, who as a man on earth was the rightful
and permanent heir to the throne of King David.
(Luke 1:26-37) That kingdom now rules at the
“heavenly Jerusalem” far beyond any power of
the Gentile nations to trample upon it. That heav-
enly kingdom of the Christ will be the divine
means to replant God’s rule in the earth.

43 All honest persons who have lost faith in
man'’s rule have solid reason now to rejoice that
man’'s rule is about to give way to God’s rule. For
over sixteen centuries Christendom has hypo-
42, (a) When did man's uninterrupted Gentile rule of
earth cease, and how can we be assured that this is so?
(b) What was established in 1914 to replant God’s rule
in the earth? )

43. Through whom will Jehovah displace man’s rule,

and what is to happen to the symbolic serpent who
promoted man’s rule originally ?
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critically prayed the “Lord’s prayer” but at the
same time individual genuine Christians have also
prayed the prayer, “Our Father in the heavens, let
your name be sanctified. Let your kingdom come.
Let your will take place, as in heaven, also upon
earth.” (Matthew 6:9, 10) The heavenly Father
will without fail answer this prayer that was taught
by his own faithful Son, Jesus Christ. The taking
place of God’s will here on earth as also in the
heavens means that God’s rule will displace man’s
rule and will be enforced over all the earth by
his kingdom in which his heavenly Son Jesus
Christ reigns. He primarily is the Seed of God’s
woman that was promised in the garden of Eden
about six thousand years ago. He, then, is the
particular One that will bruise the symbolic ser-
pent, Satan the Devil, in the head. (Genesis 3:15;
Romans 16:20) That symbolic Serpent was the One
that promoted and maneuvered man’s rule in the
earth ever since man rebelled in Eden.

4 Forty-three centuries ago Noah and his family
in the ark survived the end of the ‘“world of un-
godly people” through the Flood. (2 Peter 2:5;
3:5, 6) In a parallel fashion, in this generation
a relatively “great crowd” of earthly lovers of
God’s rule, who pray for his kingdom to come, will
survive the violent end of man's rule in the earth.
Under God’s protection they will realize their hope
of being preserved through the “war of the great
day of God the Almighty” at Armageddon and of
entering into God’'s new order on earth. There
they will whcleheartedly submit to God’s rule.
They will not be like the faithless people of the

44. (a) What parallel of survival forty-three centuries
ago does a “great crowd” of earthly lovers of God’s rule
look forward to today? (b) What will be their attitude
under God’s rule in the new ordsr on earth?
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prophet Samuel’s day and demand to have a visible,
earthly, human king over them. They will rejoice
in the invisible heavenly King whom Jehovah God
has installed in royal power and will lovingly and
faithfully obey him. Their blessings under God’s
rule through this heavenly King, Jesus Christ,
will be far greater than those enjoyed by the
people under the reign of wise King Solomon.

s Man’s rule today, reinforced by stockpiles
of nuclear bombs, threatens to annihilate the
whole human race. God’s rule through his Mes-
sianic kingdom will do more than preserve the
lives of those who survive the war of Armageddon.
Tt will restore to life on earth the unnumbered
thousands ef millions who died during the thou-
sands of years of man’s rule. When a man on
earth, Jesus Christ promised that there would be
a resurrection of the dead for whom he laid down
his perfect human life as a sacrifice. (John 5:25,
28, 29; 11:25, 26) As heavenly King he will see
to it that such resurrection takes place. The
wonderfulness of it all is beyond our powers to
comprehend.

4 To all those granted the gracious favor of
living in the paradise earth under God’s rule as
enforced by his Messianic kingdom the opportunity
will be offered of gaining endless life in human
perfection and godliness, with perfect peace and
security. Man’s rule could never bring this about.
God's rule will do so. How glad, then, we can be
that man’s rule is now about to give way to God’s
rule forevermore!

45. In addition to preserving a “great crowd” through
Armageddon, what else will God’s rule through his
Messianic kingdom do? :

46, What omortunity will be offered mankind in God's
Mgs;siag’lic ingdom, and so in what should we now
rejoice?



CHIEF OFFICE AND OFFICIAL ADDRESS OF
Watch Tower Bible & Tract Society of Pennsylvania
Watchtower Bible and Tract Society of New York, {nc.
international Bible Students Association
124 Columbia Heights, Brooklyn, New York 11201, U.S.A.

ADDRESSES OF BRANCH OFFICES:

ALASKA 993501: 1438 Medfra Street, Anchorage. ARGENTINA: Calle Hon-
duras 5646-48, Buenos Aires 14. AHSTRAI.IA 1t Beresford Road, Strath-
fiedd, N.S.W. 2135. AUSTRIA: Gall.,asse , A-1130 Vlen.na BAHAMAS‘
Box 1247, Nassau, N.P, BARBADOS, W.l.: Fontabelle Bridgeto
BELGIUM; 60, rue d’Argile, Kraainem. Bt. BEIILIH, "ESTEIH GEMIMY‘
49-50 Bayernallee, Charlottenburg 9. BOLIVIA: Casilla No, 1440,
La Paz. 8RAIIL: Rua Licinjo Cardoso, 330, Rio de Jaueiro,
GB, ZC-13. BRITISH HONDURAS: Box 257, Belize, BURMA: P,O, Box
62, Rangoon. CAMEROUN, REP, FED. by’ BP, 8,428, Douala-Akwa.
MNADA. 150 Bridgeland Ave., Toronto 19, Ontario. CENTRAL AFRICAN
REPUBLIC: B.P. 662, Bangui. CEYLON: 7 Alfred House Rd., Colombo 3.
CHILE: Moneda 1702-1710, Santiago. COLOMBIA: Apartado Aéreo 2587,
Barranguilla. CONGO, REPUBLIC 6F THE: B.P. 634, Kinshasa, Limete.
CONGO REPUBLIC: B.P, 2,114, Brazzaville. COSTA RICA: Apartado 2043, San
‘José. CUBA: Avenida 15 Num. 4608, Almendares, Mananao. Havana.
CYPRUS: P.0, Box 1590, Nicosia. DAHOMEY: B.P. Cotonou.
DENNMARK: Kongevejen 207, 2830 Virum. DOMINICAN REPUBLIC Ave-

nida Francia 33, Santo Dommgo. ECUADOR: Casilla 4512, Guayaquil.
EI. SALVADOR: Apartado 401, San Salvador. ENGLAND: Watch Tower
House, The Ridgeway, London N.W. 7. FlUi: Box 28, Suva.
FINLAND: Kuismatie 58, Tikkurila, FRANCE: 81, rue du Point-
du-Jour, 92 . Boulogne-Billancourt (Hauts de Seine). GERMANY
(WESTERN) : Am Kohlheck, Postfach 13025 (62) Wiesbaden-Dotzheim.
GHANA: Box 760, Accra. GREECE: No. Kartali St,, Athens 611.
GUADELOUPE: BP. 239, Pointe-a-Pitre., GUATEMALA' 11 Avenida 5-67,
Guatemala 1. GUYANA: 50 Brickdam, Georgetown 1. HWAITI: Post
Box 185, Port-au-Prince. HAWAIl 96814: 1228 Pensacola St., Honotulu.
HONDURAS: Apartado 147, Tegucigalpa. HBNG KONG: 312 Prmce Edward

Ra., Second Floor, Kowloon. ICELAND: P.O. Box 1, Reykjavik.
INDIA: South Avenue, Santa Cruz, Bombay 54, IIIDGIIESIA' Djatan
Batutjeper Djakarta. IRELAND: 86 Lindsay Rd., Glasnevin,

Dublin 9. ISIIAEL' PO Box 44520, Haifa, (TALY: Via Monte Maloja
32, 00141 Rome. JAMAICA, W.l.: 41 Trafalgar Rd., Kingston 10.
JAPAR: 5-5-8 Mita Minato-Ku, Tokyo. KENYA: Box 7788, Nau‘obl.
KOREA: P.O. Box 7, Sodaemun-ku P.O., Seoul. LEBANON: S
1122, Beirut. LEEWARD (SLANDS, W.I.: Box 119, St, Johns, Antlgua.
LIBERIA: P.O. Box 171, Monrovia. LUXEMBOUREG: 1, rue de la Toison
d’Or, Luxembourg G.D. MALAGASY REPUBLIC: 10, rue Barbier. Tana-
narive. MAURITIUS: 12 Lebrun Street, Rose Hill. MEXICO: Calzada
Melchor Ocampo 71 Mexico 4, D.F. MOROCLO: B.P. 1028 Principal,
Tangier, NETHERLANDS: Voorburgstraat 10, Amsterdam 17. NETHERLANDS
ANTILLES: Oosterbeekstraat 11, Willemetad, Curagao. NEWFOUNDLAND,
CANADA: 239 Pennywell Rd., St. John's, NEW ZEALAND: 621 New North
Rd., Auckland 3. )llBARAGUA Apartado 183, Managua, D.N. NIGERIA:
P.0. Box 184, Yaba, Colony. NBRWAY: Inkognitogaten 28 B., Oslo,
OKINAWA, RYI.IKYI.I 18.; Higashi P.O. Box 2004, 91 Asato, Naha City.
PAKISTAN: B8-E Habb ullah Rd., Lahore. PANAMA- Apartado 1386,
Panama 1. PAPUA: Box 113, Port Moresby. PARAGUAY: Casilla de
Correo 482, Asuncion, PERU: Gervasio Santillana 370, Miraflores,
Lima, PHILIPPINE REPUBLIC: 186 elt Ave., San Francisco: dei
Monte, Quezon City 40107. PUERTO mco 00909 704 Calle Lafayetite, Pda.
21, Santurce. RHODESIA: P.O. Box 1462, Salisbury. SENEGAL: B.P. 3107,
Dakar, SIERRA LEONE: Box 136, Freetown. SINGAPORE: 11 Jalan
Sejarah, Singapore ll. SOUTH AFRICA: Private Bag 2, P.O. Elandsion-
tein, Transvaal. SURINAM: Box 49, Wicherstr. 8, Paramaribo. SWEDEN:
Folkungavagen 8, Jakobsherg, SWITZERLAND: Allmendstirasse 39,
3000 Berne 22. TAIWAN (REPUBLIC GF CHINA): No. 5 Lane 99, Yun-Ho
St., Taipei. THAILAND: Box 67, Bangkok. T060 REPUBLIC BP. 1237,
Lomé. TRIRIDAD, W.l.: 21 Taylor St., Wood brook Port of Spain.
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA: 117 Adams St., Brooklyn, N.Y. 11201,
URUGUAY: Francisco Bauza 3372, Montevideo. VENEZUE!.A: Avda.
Honduras, Quinta Luz, Urb. Las Acacias, Caracas, D.F. ZAM8tA:
Box 1598, Kitwe.



THE WAY TO LIFE UNDER GOD'S RULE

@ Do you desire perfect health and life for your-
self and your foved ones?

@ Do you long for peace and happiness?

@® Would you like to see wickedness and suffer-
ing end?

Then you cannot af-
ford to miss reading
the new Biblestudy
aid that points un-
mistakably to the road
to eternal life. It is

entitled
= “The Truth That
Leads to

Etemal Life”

Featuting —

22 chapters, 192 pages, that take you in logical order
through the basic teachings of the Holy Scriptures.

A ‘simplici'ty and brevity of discussion that is truly
stimulating and informative.

A Biblestudy course that is suited to all members of
your famijly, young and old.

A positive message that shows how God’s rule over
earth is soon to bring about a paradise for obe-
dient humans.

A pocket-size volume in deep-blue, cloth binding with
gold-embossed title; sent, postpaid, for only 25c.

To order, see inside back cover for addresses



