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DEFENDING AND LEGALLY ESTABLISHING
THE GOOD NEWS

JEHOVAH, the almighty God, has given us, Jehovah’'s
witnesses, the good news of His government of right-
eousness. This we have received through Christ Jesus, the
wonderful Counselor. (Isa. 9:6) He guarantees us freedom to
tell the whole world this good news. (Matt. 24:14; John 8:32)
Religious fanatics and other zealots who do not agree with
us attempt to limit or stop our telling the good news. They
contend that it is improljer for us to tell it out among the
people as did the Lord Jesus and his apostles. They insist
that we refreat to a pulpit in a church building or meeting-
place. We have declined to retreat, stop or decrease our
preaching the good news.

Our opponents, the religious fanatics, desiring to interfere
with our business of preaching the good news, ‘frame mis-
chief by law.’ (Ps. 94:20) They attempt to induce the police
and other law-enforcement officers to force us to abandon
our God-given service. Some officials have capitulated to the
demands of such fanatics and joined them in oppressing us.
They have falsely arrested us because we refused to com-
promise our commission to preach and teach the people
about God's kingdom. ;

This precise oppression in the last days was foretold by
the Lord Jesus. He said: “If they have persecuted me, they
will also persecute you.” (John 15:20) Like opposition and
persecution was resisted by the apostles, foremost of whom
was the apostle Paul. He said that his fight for freedom
to worship Almighty God resulted in his defending and
legally establishing the good news. (Read Philippians 1:7.)
Similar resistance on an international scale by us, Jehovah's
witnesses, to this persecution has resulted and continues to
result in our defending and legally establishing the good
news throughout all Christendom.

BRIEF PICTURE OF JEHOVAH'S WITNESSES
The name, Jehovah's witnesses, we get from Jehovah. He
gives us the name at Isaiah 43:10 (Am. Stan. Ver.): “Ye are my
witnesses, saith Jehovah.” Being God’s witnesses requires
that we give testimony to others at their homes, publicly on
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streets and in meeting-places, and that we explain God's
Word to all who will listen. In obedience to this requirement
we use all Jawful and proper means of preaching. The
message we take to the people is primarily oral; in addi-
tion thereto we distribute literature explaining God’s pur-
poses as expressed in the Bible, publicly upon the streets,
highways and byways throughout the inhabited earth.

We are an international society of ministers engaged in
preaching the gospel of God’'s kingdom in the above-described
manner under direction of the Watch Tower Bible and
Tract Society, which is a religious-charitable, nonprofit cor-
poration organized for that purpose.

The legal Society maintains administrative offices at Brook-
lyn, New York, from which are directed the world-wide
activities of Jehovah’s witnesses. The world is divided into
geographical divisions according to countries. Branch offices
are established in principal countries to care for the work
in those lands. Each country is divided into districts; each
district is divided into circuits; each circuit is composed of
several “companies”, a term used to designate the local con-
gregations. Each congregation of ministers systematically
preaches to the people in its assigned territory.

PURPOSE OF BOOKLET

The purpose of this booklet is to give advice to all of Jeho-
vah’s witnesses, and others who want this truthful informa-
tion, so that each of us may reflect accurately the holdings
of the courts in the democratic lands. Such counsel will help
us show to all officials, police and courts that they should
allow our work to go unhampered. It is also to aid judges,
lawyers and officials to avoid violations of the fundamental
law by imposing restrictions contrary to the constitutional
guarantees of freedom of speech, press and worship, and
law of Almighty God. Consideration of these precepts which
have been written into the law of the land by the courts
may lead the officials and police to recognize our freedom
guaranteed by Jehovah God.

SUPREMACY OF GOD'S LAW

Jehovah God has commanded us to resist the efforts to
interfere with our service to him. The duty of every servant
of God is not to be overcome by persecuticn but to throw
back the attempts to misapply and wrongfully enforce the
laws. Obedience to God is better than sacrifice or compro-
mise with those who oppose our preaching work. (1 Sam.
15:22) God’s laws or commandments are supreme. We must
keep his commandments.—Rev. 12:17; Mark 12:28-33.

Peter, the apostle, was confronted with a like predicament.
The officials ordered Peter and his fellow ministers of Christ
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to discontinue their door-to-door and street preaching. He
answered that the servant of Jehovah God must obey God
rather than men. (Acts 5:29) On a previous occasion, because
of the bold proclamation made publicly concerning Jesus by
Peter and John, the authorities were enraged. They threat-
ened the apostles and charged them not to speak in the name
of Jesus. Refusing to discontinue, Peter and John answered:
“Whether it is right in God’s sight to listen to you instead
of listening to God, do you judge. As for us, what we have
seen and heard we cannot help speaking about.”—Acts
4:19-21, Weymouth.

The bold stand of the apostles established the principle
which caused the authors of the Constitution of the United
States of America to secure freedom of worship against
abridgment. This was so declared by the Supreme Court of
the State of Florida in discharging one of Jehovah's wit-
nesses who had been unlawfully denied his liberty in the
case of Singieton v. Woodruff, Chief of Police, 153 Fla. 84,
13 S. 2d 704 (1943). There the court said:

“Freedom of conscience is much older than the Declara-
tion of Rights or the common law. Peter and John first in-
voked it when they were commanded by the high priest and
the Roman rulers to speak and teach no more in the name
of God. Acts 4:17-21. So the soil from which it springs like
many other cherished precepts of the common law reach
back to Hebrew origin and historically reveal why a free
press, speech, and religion are in a preferred class, protected
by the State and Federal Constitutions and immunized from
charge by the State.”

That God’s law is supreme and may not be subordinated to
the law of man is supported by the great English judge,
Blackstone, who wrote the leading textbook on the common
law of England. Blackstone asserts that the law of God
“is, of course, superior in obligation to any other. It is bind-
ing over all the globe, in all countries, and at all times:
no human laws are of any validity, if contrary to this; and
such of them as are valid derive all their force and all their
authority, mediately or immediately, from this original.”
-——Blackstone’s Commentaries on the Laws of England,
Chase, New York, Baker, Voorhis and Company, 1938, pp. 5-6.

These examples from the law of England and the United
States will serve to illustrate a general principle underlying
the law of every democratic and enlightened nation, namely,
that the citizen is recognized as having a supreme obligation
to his Creator and has a right to freedom of speech, press,
assembly, conscience, and worship. These fundamental liber-
ties may be protected against police interference by appeals
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to the courts. All official efforts to curtail or stop our preach-
ing of the gospel may be resisted in this manner as being
contrary to the fundamental law of any nation that is not
totalitarian or a police state.

RIGHT TO CLAIM CITIZENSHIP

We have the right and responsibility of insisting on our
citizenship rights accorded by the nations. We must assert
and rely upon such citizenship rights which guarantee free-
dom of speech, freedom of press, freedom of assembly, free-
dom of conscience and freedom to worship Almighty God, in
order to protect our field of preaching.

The apostle Paul claimed his Roman citizenship as a
refuge against mobsters. (Acts 16:37) When he made his
defense at an army barracks in Jerusalem, he claimed his
right to freedom of speech to preach publicly to the people,
He relied upon his fundamental rights under the law as a
Roman citizen.—Acts 22:3, 25, 26.

The Supreme Court of the United States commended the
claim of citizenship made by Paul. In Edwards v. California,
314 U. S. 160, 182; 62 S. Ct. 164, 171; 86 L. Ed. 119, that court
said: “The power of citizenship as a shield against oppres-
sion was widely known from the example of Paul’s Roman
citizenship which sent the centurion scurrying to his higher-
ups with the message: ‘Take heed what thou doest: for this
man is a Roman.’ I suppose none of us doubts that the hope
of imparting to American citizenship some of this vitality
was the purpose of the . . . Fourteenth Amendment.” Paul's
thus fighting faithfully shows clearly that we should never
hesitate to claim every citizenship right that may be ours
in the country where we preach the gospel—1 Tim. 6:12.

Our Christian preaching and teaching in the primitive
apostolic manner enjoins upon all people obligations of jus-
tice, decency, morality and respect for law and order, and
belief in God's justice and the hope of the new world, which
is a real bulwark against the dangerous and violent polit-
ical ideologies that teach the overthrow of states and the
alteration of the systems by violence. Without such moral
precepts as are taught by the Bible and the resultant co-
operation of the citizens with the forces of law and order,
there would be a great additional burden of law enforce-
ment, prisons and welfare institutions in order to maintain
peace and order in the state. The ministry of Jehovah’s
witnesses makes a real contribution in every state by teach-
ing the people their responsibility to God and has rehabil-
itated many persons who through lack of proper education
have allowed themselves to degenerate mentally and mor-
ally.
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Jehovah's witnesses are good and law-abiding persons of
whatever country they inhabit and they expend their time,
energies and money in helping their fellow countrymen to
gain a further appreciation of the Word of the Most High.
This is a very real contribution which they make wherever
they are, and it is eminently proper and just that they should
claim and receive all the rights and protection accorded to
citizens of any nation.

JEHOVAH'S RECORD OF VICTORY

Court decisions in our cases have been piled high, as it
were, stone upon stone, to establish a strong buttress against
the rushing torrent of oppression. These precedents stand
strong and immovable, like a mountain of victory raised
by Jehovah out of the floods of violence and persecution
waged against us by religious bigots and fanatics in many
lands. Public-spirited men of honesty, justice and courage
among the judiciary and other iovernmental agencies have
seen the righteousness of our fight and the need to maintain
fundamental liberties and have given us equal protection of
the law and shown good administration of government, Thus
the righteously disposed officials of the nations of the earth
have joined in swallowing up the dragon’s illegal oppression
and persecution.—Rev. 12:15, 16.

In fact, our way of worship has, in America, been written
into the law of the land by the Supreme Court and other
courts. To a smaller extent this has been done in other
countries. We have, by the help of Jehovah, become pro-
ficient at using the treasures of liberty set in the funda-
mental law of the land of many nations.

CONDITIONS PRECEDENT TO CLAIMING LIBERTY

In order that each one of us may have a part in properly
roclaiming the truth we should have a knowledge of the
undamental teachings of the Bible. This is a minimum
requirement with which each of us must comply. We are
admonished to study to show ourselves approved unto God,
rightly handling the Word of truth. (2 Tim. 2:15) This does
not mean that we should memorize scriptures and, when
called upon to testify concerning God’s kingdom of right-
eousness, repeat them by rote. We should strive to grasp
ideas from what we hear and read. (1 Pet. 3:15) The de-
tails will be remembered in time. By constant use of the
“sword of the spirit, which is the word of God"”, in door-to-
door preaching, return visits, conducting Bible studies and
gublic preaching we will acquire the necessary knowledge.
f course, all of us must attend regularly and participate
in the study meetings of the congregation and take advan-
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tage of the training and instruction provided by the min-
istry schools.

Have in mind that we shall be brought before “rulers and
kings” for the sake of giving testimony concerning the mes-
sage of God's kingdom, as were Jesus and his apostles in
the early church. (Mark 13:9,13) None can tell when he
may be haled before the authorities to give an account of
his ministry. It is necessary that we be prepared at any
time to make our defense,

Jesus informs us that we need not be overly anxious or
perturbed about such appearance, since the holy spirit will
guide us. (Mark 13:11) Nevertheless, he also shows us that
this direction by the holy spirit will be obtainable only by
}Jrevious study. (John 14:26; 16:12-15) So we should regular-
y study the Bible and the Society’s publications in order to
be efficient ministers. Without such preparation we will fail
to give a proper statement for the truth.

AMBASSADORS, BOLD BUT TACTFUL

We are ambassadors for Christ. (2 Cor. 5:20) As such we
should act on a high plane of dignity. An ambassador speaks
with full authority of his government. He opens his mouth
boldly and makes known the position of his government.
We therefore ought to speak boldly in behalf of God’s Theo-
cratic Government. (Eph. 6:18-20) To speak boldly to a per-
son who requests that we stop preaching does not mean that
we should be rude. Even our boldness must be appropriately
clothed with courtesy and kindness.

We take heed to our words. We avoid starting arguments
with people who do not agree with us, including the police
or other officials. We exercise care that we transgress not
with our lips. We keep a bridle on our tongue in order that
we may maintain tactfulness. (Ps. 39:1; Jas. 3:2-5) Jesus
informs us that, when dealing with opponents, we should
be as cautious as serpents and as harmless as doves. This
holds true whether at the door, in the home, on the street,
at the police station or in court. (Matt. 10:16) Regardless
of how insulting and offensive a person may be when we
are talking to him, or how unreasonable an officer may be,
we do not utter all the thoughts in our minds that may be
precipitated by such misconduct. (Prov. 29:11) We know that
officials and others are often led to anger against us be-
cause of misrepresentation. We should be compassionate
with them at all times. In a dignified manner becoming an
ambassador we turn away their wrath with soft words.
Cutting words and acrid language stir up anger and vio-
lence. (Prov. 15:1) By avoiding harshness and averting vio-
lence we may often assuage trouble. As ambassadors we
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should strive to pour oil on the troubled waters and smooth
the opposition out of the way with the boldness and dignity
that is befitting our lofty office.

UNINVITED CALLING AT THE HOMES NOT IMPROPER

We do not invade the rights of the people by calling from
door to door at their homes without invitation. There is an
implied invitation made by the law of the land for every
minister and missionary to make uninvited calls at the
homes of the people. This invitation does not give us the
right to stay at a door and refuse to leave when the person
to whom we are talking requests us to leave. Moreover, we
do not persist in staying at the doors of the people. We
quickly pass on to the next door or house when one says
he is not interested. We do not remain and argue with him
over his lack of interest or his decision not to listen further.
—Matt. 10:14.

The police and local tyrants do not have the right to say
that we should not call from door to deor. This is a decision
that must be made by each of the householders called upon
and by him alone. Whether we may call from door to door
is not for the state or local government cor landlord to decide.

While we comply with the order of the householder to
leave his door, we refuse to conform to the command of the
local authorities to stop calling from door to door. The de-
cision made by the local police often is found not to be what
the householder wants, There are literally hundreds of thou-
sands, even millions of householders who welcome our visits
at their doors throughout the world. We have a right to ac-
cept their welcome expressed by them or implied by law.

STREET PREACHING PROPER

Our preaching publicly on the streets is done orally and
by the distribution of literature, usually the magazines The
Watchtower and Awake! When an interested person discuss-
es with us the literature being distributed, we take advantage
of the opportunity to explain about God’'s kingdom and his
purposes as found in the Bible. We also use the street meth-
od and the door-to-door method of preaching to invite peo-
ple to attend private meeting-places where Bible discourses
are given.

The public streets and the houses are appropriate places
to talk to the people and teach them God's Word. As places
for preaching the gospel, they are as appropriate as the
pulpits. When requested by the police to stop such lawful
and God-directed work of preaching, we echo the words of
the apostles: “It is necessary to obey God, rather than men.”
—Acts 5:29, The Emphatic Diaglott.



DEALING WITH POLICE

Police and other officers sometimes approach us in our
missionary field and demand that we discontinue such ac-
tivity. The police have no authority in law to support them
in making such request. They are driven to resurrect for-
gotten ordinances and buried laws to satisfy the demands of
the clergy to “stop Jehovah's witnesses”, If they cannot dig
up antiquated ordinances or bylaws, they misapply good
laws which forbid commercial selling of merchandise or
peddling. We are ministers of the gospel engaged in a non-
commercial work which does not come within the terms of
peddling laws.

The police usually abandon their efforts to stop or inter-
fere with our work when we explain to them the nature
of our preaching activity and inform them that the funda-
mental laws of the land forbid their interference therewith.
A courteous explanation and firm stand taken by us in every
nation ordinarily results in the withdrawal by the police of
their demands that we stop preaching.

When the police insist that we desist from our work we
courteously explain that we are ordained ministers of the
gospel. We show that we are preaching and not violating
the law. We explain that we are associated with other min-
isters under the direction of the Watch Tower Bible and
Tract Society, a charitable, nonprofit Christian organization.
We state that we are not selling books but do accept con-
tributions and freewill offerings when we leave literature
with the people, which literature is an extension of our oral
preaching and a substitute for the oral sermon. We tender
to the officer the literature and point out that it is based
upon the Bible and is a substitute for the oral sermon. Also
we refer the officer to the court decisions contained in this
publication wherein our work has been held by the courts
to be entitled to the protection of the constitutions against
Eolice interference. We call his attention to the decisions

olding that arrests and prosecutions of Jehovah's witnesses
for preaching the gospel and distributing their Bible litera-
ture constitute violations of the fundamental liberties of the
citizen. We inform the policeman that we cannot discontinue
our preaching work upon his instruction; that if we are
arrested such will be in violation of the constitutions and
in conflict with the commandments of Almighty God.

ARREST AND APPEARANCE AT POLICE STATION
If the officer places you under arrest and orders you to
accompany him to the police station, comply with his re-
%l.éest. Do not resist arrest, but obediently accompany him.
not by force or any other means try to escape from cus-
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tody. When escorted into the police headquarters and be-
fore the superior officer, speak boldly but courteously to
him. Explain fully your preaching work as a minister, as
you did to the officer who arrested you. Explain why the law
does not apply to a minister of the gospel. Show the non-
commercial nature of your work and that the literature is
composed of printed sermons. Endeavor to persuade the fo-
lice at the station to call in the attorneir for the city. Refer
them to the court decisions in this publication that sustain
your right to carry on your public witnessing work. Some-
times even after being arrested by the police in the field,
you may be discharged by the officer in charge of the station
or by the attorney for the city, when they see that your
ministerial and missionary work is protected by the law of
the land and the court decisions.

HELD FOR TRIAL

Should the police not release you but file charges against
you, wait for the law to run its course and do not argue
with the police over their decision to prosecute. Immediately,
when you learn you are to be prosecuted, request (1) a copy
of the complaint, information, summons or warrant and
(2) a copy of the ordinance, bylaw, statute or law. If the
police cannot supply such, obtain them from the city clerk
or other official to whom the police refer you. If you cannot
get a copy, ask permission to copy the same yourself.

Request the police to release you on your own promise to
return for trial. The police will usually allow you to make
your own recognizance or bond without getting bondsmen to
sign for your release. If you are not released on your own

romise fo return, ask for permission to communicate with

riends to obtain property owners to make bond for dyou:c

release, Request them to bring their tax statements, deeds
and other title papers to their property so that their bond
will be acceptable. If you cannot arrange for bond locally
then telegraph the Branch office of the Society about the
charge made and your need for bond. Do not put up cash
bond if other bonds are available, because it is difficult to
get the money returned. If cash is demanded, do not put up
the cash yourself. Have some other person deposit the cash
in order to avoid having a fine collected from the money.

Before leaving the police station get a copy of the com-
plaint and the ordinance, bylaw or statute under which you
are to be prosecuted. Also request the police to adjourn,
postpone or continue the trial for at least three weeks to
allow time for reporting the matter to the Society. If the
request is denied, get the exact time and place that you are
required to appear for trial. If you do not have ample time
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to mail your report to the Society’'s Branch office and re-
ceive a reply, immediately telegraph the Branch office of the
Society, giving the facts about the arrest, what you were do-
ing, the nature of the charge and the kind of law involved,
so that timely advice can be furnished you.

CONFISCATION OF PROPERTY

The police have the right, when they place one in jail
pending trial, to take from him all valuables and papers for
safekeeping. These are to be returned upon release from
jail. The authorities have the right to retain, for use as evi-
dence, one or two pieces of literature used at the time of
your arrest., Obtain a receipt for all property kept by the
police. Your extra literature, bookcase and contents, purse
and contents, magazine bag and other personal belongings,
however, should be returned to you upon your release.
Should the police keep personal property their action is un-
lawful. Make a vigorous protest and threaten to take legal
action against the police to recover such personal property.
Go to the judge of the court where your case is to be tried
and request him to order the police to return your property.

REPORTING

Immediately after being released you should prepare an
accurate written report, with typewriter if possible, to the
Branch office of the Society. Give all the facts as to what
you were doing on the occasion of your arrest, what started
the controversy, what the police did in the field and at the
police station and what action is expected in the future.
With the report enclose a copy of the information, afiidavit,
summons, complaint or warrant and a copy of the law in-
volved. Enclose, if then available, any newspaper clippings.
Give the name of the court where you must appear and the
date of trial. Also include the name of the judge and the
name and address of the prosecuting attorney. If you live in
the United States or any other country where the Society
maintains a legal office at its Branch office, request advice
on the validity of the law and how to proceed.

The company servant or his assistant (if you are not a
pioneer assigned to isolated territory) should aid in making
the report and sign it with you. If the report is made prompt-
ly you will be able to obtain proper advice as to the pro-
cedure to follow in preparing for your trial.

PREPARATION FOR TRIAL
You should prepare for the trial after being released and
making the report to the Society's Branch office.
Whether you should employ an attorney or a court stenog-
rapher depends entirely on whether there will be a trial
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de novo (that is to say, a rehearing of the evidence entirely
anew) upon the appeal. Therefore you should immediately
determine if the appeal from the trial will be heard in the
higher court upon the record made in the first trial or if the
evidence will be heard entirely anew, on appeal as though
there had been no trial in the court in the first instance.
Consult a local lawyer to find out about this immediately
after arrest and notify the Branch office of the Society.

If witnesses are to be heard all over again in the trial
upon appeal, it is not necessary for you to employ a lawyer
or have a court stenographer present at the first trial. But
if the hearing upon appeal is a mere review of the testimony
taken on the first trial, you should employ a local lawyer
and also have a court stenographer come to the trial to take
down all of the testimony and make a record of the pro-
ceedings. This is necessary so that the higher courts will
be able to have the case properly presented to them. With-
out a lawyer or a court stenographer to take down testi-
mony a proper record will not be made for review in the
appellate courts. If a proper record is not made the appeal
will fail. It is very important that you get the correct infor-
mation, in order to determine whether it is necessary to have
a court stenographer present at the first trial.

Whether a local lawyer should be engaged to represent
you in the first trial depends upon the circumstances. If the
legal office of the Society has had an opportunity to con-
sider the report you have sent in, you will be advised wheth-
er to employ local counsel.

Where it can be conveniently arranged, it is the desire of
the Society to have an attorney of its choice, such as its
general counsel or some regular attorney, to work with the
local counsel in the trial and appeal of certain important
cases, This will be determined by the Society from the re-
port made of the arrest and the case. Accordingly it is im-
portant to secure a postponement of the case long enough
for the Society to determine whether the general counsel or
some distriet counsel will help in the trial.

If you cannot get advice from the Society’s legal office
before the time of the trial you must decide whether to
employ local counsel to represent you. No attorney will be
engaged unless he will agree to assert your fundamental
rights of freedom of speech, press and worship and will put
the grounds in the record of the trial in harmony with direc-
tions from Society’s counsel.

You should inform such local attorney that he will be
furnished with briefs (written argument) and decisions in
similar cases which should reduce the amount of the re-
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search work done by the attorney and keep the costs of his
preparation to a minimum. Society’s counsel will help him
on appeal by preparing the printed briefs required for fil-
ing and handling the printing of the record. The most effec-
tive presentation of the appeal will be ihsured by such co-
operation between local counsel and Society’s counsel. If
such local counsel cannot be obtained, inform the Society.
Counsel for the Society may be in position to recommend
some attorney for handling the case.

It is more satisfactory to agree with the local attorney
in advance on the fee to be charged or money to be paid him
on the basis of the work to be done. Before any large fees
are agreed upon, you should write to the Society’s Branch
office for advice. You do not have authority to obligate the
Society for attorney's fees without its prior consent.

Arrange to take to court all of the equipment, including
your Bible, you were using at the time of your arrest. The
other ministers of the congregation, as well as the asso-
ciated people of good will, should be informed of the time
and place of trial so that they may attend the hearing if
they desire to do so.

Members of the congregation who own property and are
willing to provide an appeal bond in event of conviction
should be requested to attend the trial. These usually will be
the bondsmen who have filed appearance bond for you. If
you were allowed to go on your own recognizance, be sure
to arrange for someone to attend the trial to sign appeal
bond. He should bring with him his tax statements and
title papers so as to make acceptable bond.

If, by the time the trial occurs, you have not been able
to secure satisfactory legal counsel, you should prepare to
handle your own case. In cases where suitable counsel can-
not be found it is proper to have some capable brother to
assist you as a friend in court or agent, which is permitted
in most lower courts.

Before the trial you should prepare a paper (known as
Motion to Dismiss) for handing to the judge. This you should
typewrite on good paper, double-spaced, using only one side
of the sheets. If you do not have a typewriter, prepare the
document in ink. An original and three copies will be re-

uired. The original you will give to the judge at the proper
time; another copy you will give to the prosecuting attor-
ney; the third will be sent to the Society when you make
your report of the outcome of the trial. Retain one copy
for your file.

The Motion to Dismiss which you prepare to take to court
%olr] delivery to the judge and prosecuting attorney is as
ollows:



State [or Province] of [Fill in name of state or province]
County [or District] of [Fill in name of county or district]
City of [Fill in name of city]

[Fill in name of court]

[Fill in name of complainant]
Complainant
Versus MotioN 1o DIsMISS
[Fill in name of defendant]
Defendant

Now comes the defendant at the close of all the evidence and moves
to dismiss the complaint, for a finding of ‘ot guilty'’ and for a judg-
ment of acquittal upon the following grounds:

(1) The undisputed evidence shows that the defendant is not guilty
as charged in the complaint.

(2) The prosecution has wholly failed to make out a case against
the defendant and the evidence shows that the defendant is not guilty
of the offense charged.

(3) The defendant is an ordained minister, preaching the gospel
of God's kingdom orally and by distributing literature containing Bible
sermons, and therefore the law as properly construed does not apply
to the activity of defendant.

(4) The law supporting the prosecution can not properly be con-
strued and applled to the circumstances proved in the evidence, because
the defendant was merely preaching the gospel and was not engaged
in peddling, sollelting or commercial sale of any kind of merchandise.

(5) The law in question as construed and applied to the particular
facts and eircumstances shown in the evidence is invalid, void and
ultra vires because it abridges and denies the rights of freedom of
speech, press and worship of Almighty God, contrary to the funda-
mental law of thls country,

(6) The law Is invalid because it is not authorized by the enabling
statute pursuant to which it has been enacted.

(T) If the law is construed and applied to cover the defendant’s
activity, then it unlawfully abridges and denies defendant's right of
freedom of conscience, freedom to worship Almighty God, freedom of
speech and freedom of press, contrary to the United States Constitution,
First and Fourteenth Amendments.1

(8) If the law is construed and applied to cover the defendant's
activity, then it unlawfully abridges and denies defendant’s right of
freedom of conscience, freedom to worship Almighty God, freedom of
gpefch and freedom of press, contrary to the Constilution of this

tate.2

1If the country where the prosecution is brought has no written
constitution, substitute for the words in italics: fundamenial law of
this country. In event your country (other than the United States)
has a written constitution substitute for the words in italics the name
of the constitution,

2 Point 8 should be omitted if the prosecution is brought outside the
Unlted States, unless the prosecution is brought In a province or dis-
trict which has a written constitution. In that event substitute for the
words in italics the name of the constitution.
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WHEREFORE the defendant prays that this court enter a judgment
dismissing the prosecution, finding the defendant *‘not guilty” and
acquitting the defendant.

[Signature]

Defendant

APPEAL

The apostle Paul appealed to higher authorities in order
to escape persecution and death at Jerusalem. He said: “I
appeal unto Casar.” Also he said: “I stand at Cesesar’s
judgment seat, where I ought to be judged.” (Acts 25:10,11)
His appealing set the pattern for us today. You should not
let a decision of a lower court stand against you without
review by the appellate courts.

Should the court find you guilty and assess punishment,
say to the judge: “I want to appeal this case.” Then request
the judge to furnish the necessary paper appeal blank and
appeal bond blank (if you do not have a lawyer). If he will
not help, you should hire a lawyer immediately. You should
request the judge to allow you to go free long enough to
employ an attorney and prepare your appeal papers. Have
the lawyer prepare and file the appeal papers and do what
is necessary to complete the appeal and secure your release
from jail pending appeal.

In some places the law requires a written notice of appeal
to be given to the clerk of the court and fo the prosecuting
attorney. If this is not done the appeal will fail. The time
within which to appeal, in some courts, is very short. For
example, in the State of Missouri, the appeal papers must
be prepared and filed on the day of conviction. The law
varies in each country and state. Check on the time and
manner of appeal before the trial, if possible, and always
promptly after the conviction. Be sure that an appeal is
taken within the time and way required by the local law.
If the appeal papers are not prepared and filed in time the
case will be lost in the higher court.

Often a copy of the ordinance, bylaw or statute is not
included in the record on appeal. If it is not attached you
or your lawyer should attach a copy of it to the appeal
papers. Be certain that this is done.

The record made by Jehovah's witnesses in the United
States proves the importance of appealing to the higher
courts all decisions that are adverse. Had the thousands of
convictions entered by the magistrates, police courts and
other lower courts not been appealed, a mountain of prece-
dent would have piled up as a giant obstacle in the field of
worship. By appealing we have prevented the erection of
such obstacle. r way of worship has been written into
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the law of the land of the United States and other countries
because of our persistence in appealing from adverse de-
cisions.

JURY TRIAL

As a part of our preparation for trial we must determine
whether a jury trial is necessary. Most courts allow a jury
trial unless it is abandoned by the defendant. Other courts
will not grant it unless it is requested by you. Ordinarily
it is not necessary for yeu to have a jury trial. In Bible
times cases were decided by the judges. Juries were unknown.
While a jury trial is not contrary to the Scriptures, it is
usually not necessary to have a jury for our trials. They
do not involve disputes in testimony or the facts. For the
most part they involve matters of law which are for the
decision of the court without a jury. It would be a waste
of time and money to have a jury trial, because there would
be nothing for the jury to decide. Unless counsel for the So-
ciety advises you to obtain a jury, inform the judge that
you want your case tried by him without a jury. In event
you are advised to have a jury trial, make the demand at
the time the case is called for trial.

PREPARING TO TESTIFY

Before your trial you should meet with your lawyer, if
one has been employed. If you do not have a lawyer, you
should have one of Jehovah's witnesses meet with you to
help you prepare for trial. A capable brother can assist you
by taking the part of the lawyer. Questions pertinent to the
case should be selected from among those listed below and
propounded to you by your counsel or friend. At this meet-
ing other witnesses who will be introduced in your behalf
should also be present and similarly prepared for the trial.

SueoRSTED QUESTIONS ForR DirEcr EXAMINATION
State your name, age, address and occupation.
With what group do you preach?
Under the direction of what society do you perform your mis-
sionary work?
What are the chartered purposes of the soclety that you represent?
Who are Jehovah's witnesses?
Where did the name ““Jehovah's witnesses'' originate?
Are you an ordained minister?
‘When, where and how were you ordained?
What Seriptural authority do you have for your ordination?
Where do you preach?
Where is your congregation located ?
How did you get the assignment of your missionary field?
Where is your missionary field located ?
How do you preach the gospel In your assignment?

FERFESowamua wop



40.

Will you explain fully what you do at the doors of the people
and how you present the message?

What do you do if the people are not interested?

Demonstrate to the Court how you presented the literature to the
people at their homes.

Do you make back-calls or revisits upon the people after you have
called from door to door?

How is this back-call work carried on by you?

What. authority or grounds do you have for preaching from door
to door?

What practical reasons do you have for not confining your preach-
ing to a pulpit in a building?

Do you also preach publiely on the streets?

When, where and how is this street preaching done In your mis-
sionary field?

Demonstrate to the Court how you were offering the literature
to the pecple on the streets.

Did you block the sidewalk, cause a crowd to congregate or
obstruet entrances to the buildings?

Where were you standing on the sidewalk?

What did you say to the people who talked to you about the
literature you were distributing?

What do the contents of the literature relate to?

Do wyou establish Bible studies in the homes of the people?
How are Eible studies conducted?

How often are Bible studies conducted, and over how long a
period of time?

In the performance of your preaching work do you act as a
minister?

Are all the things that you do in your preaching work required
of you as a part ¢f your duties as a minister?

State the entire conversation that you had with the officer from
the time he accosted you until you were taken to the police station.
What preaching work were vyou dolng in your missionary field
on the day that you were arrested from the time you started
preaching until the time of your arrest?

What were you doing at the time of your arrest?

Will you please produce the literature which you were offering
to the people?

‘What happened at the home where you were arrested?

Will you please state the full details of all that was said and
done by you and the householder from the time you arrived until
you departed?

Why did you not comply with the command that you stop preach-
ing?

CROSS-EXAMINATION

[Cross-examination means questions asked you, the one on

trial, by the oppesing attorney. This he does in an effort to
weaken or destroy the force of the testimony given.]

Having in mind that you may be subjected to cross-exam-
ination and that neither you nor your counsel can anticipate
what questions may be propounded, you should be prepared
to answer all questions, whether they may be material or
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based on prejudice. Some of the questions listed below may
be asked of you. For that reasonh, in preparing for cross-
examination, your lawyer or friend should propound them

to you:

1, What are the principal doetrines advocated by Jehovah's wit-
nesses and the Society?

2, Isn't it a faet that you did not attend a theological school before
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you became a minister?

Why didn't you go to a college or university?

Why didn't you go through a theological ordination ceremony like
the clergy?

Didn't you ordain yourself?

Aren’t you the one who determines whether you are ordained?
Isn't it a fact that you became a minister overnight and that you
merely call yourself a minister without having prepared for the
ministry?

Do you mean to tell us that you were an ordained minister while
yet a child?

You do not salute the flag, do you?

Tell us why it is that you do not show respect for the flag?
You are against the government, are you not?

Are you willing to bear arms in defense of your country?

In event of an invasion would you bear arms to defend your
country?

Do wyou belleve in rendering unto Caesar that which is Caesar's?
Then why didn't you comply with the law of Caesar in this case?
Do you believe in the scripture that says ‘Submit yourself unto
the higher powers'?

Then why didn't you submit to the orders of the higher powers
that required you to stop your work in this case?

Isn't it a faet that you attack the religions of other people?
Isn't it a fact that you are carrying on a hate campalgn against
other people's religion?

Are Jehovah's witnesses allied with the communists?

Why didn't you stop going from house to house when ordered to
do so?

Why didn't you move on when ordered to do so?

If each one of Jehovah's witnesses Is a minister, then isn't it a
fact that you do not have a congregation, but are yourself a mere
member of a congregation?

Don't you make a profit from the sale of this literature?
Don’'t you support yourself from the profit that you make on the
sale of this literature?

Don't you sell magazines on the street?

If you are not selling, then how do you explain the ‘5 cents’
sign on the magazine bag?

What does the literature cost you?

What do you get from the people for the literature you distribute?
Isn't there a difference between the cost and the amount the
people contribute to you?

Then you actually do make a profit on the distribution of the
literature, do you not?
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STUDY FOR TRIAL
Qur activities and our ordination are the same through-
out the world, even though different countries and different
laws are involved. The stand we take for freedom of wor-
ship world-wide is based on the same authority, the Bible.
From time to time the Society has published articles prov-
ing from the Scriptures that our preaching methods are
divinely approved, practical and legal. You should carefully
review this information as a part of your preparation for
trial. See the book “Let God Be True”, pages 210-225, 226-
242, on “Who Are Jehovah's Witnesses?” and “Salutes and
Politics”; the booklets God and the State and Theocracy;
the Watchtower magazine, issue of June 15, 1941, on “Cove-
nant Obligations”; issue of February 1, 1943, on “Faith of the
Nation Tried”; issue of June 15, 1943, on “New World Am-
bassadors to the Homes”; issue of January 15, 1944, on “Or-
dination and the American Courts”; issue of October 15,
1947, on “God’s Ministers of Good News"”, and issue of Octo-
ber 15, 1948, on “Ministers at the World's End"” and “What Is
There in It for Ministers?”; Consolation magazine, issue of
May 13, 1942, on “Were You Baptized? and Why?”; issue of
March 31, 1943, on “Praise from Youth”, and issue of March1,
19%;1,] on “Ordination—True and False”; and other pertinent
articles.

FINAL PREPARATION

Before going to court for the trial the last thing to be
done is to check to see that all steps suggested here for
proper preparation have been taken. Have you obtained a
copy of the law involved and a copy of the charge, com-
plaint or similar paper filed against you; and have you sent
a copy of each to the Society, together with a report, and
received advice? Have you asked for an adjournment of the
case? Have you determined whether a court stenographer
and a lawyer should be employed to attend the hearing?
Have you prepared the Motion to Dismiss to hand to the
judge at the trial? Have you made arrangements for some-
one to be on hand to sign a bond in event a bond is re-
quired? Appreciating that you will be representing the
Almighty God when you appear in court, you will leave no
stone unturned in properly and fully preparing yourself.

ATTITUDE AT TRIAL

At the trial your attitude should be one of boldness and
frankness. You will show respect to the judge presiding and
to the prosecuting attorney. It is altogether proper to be re-
spectful and courteous, but improper to show fear of men.
Fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom, but the fear of
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man brings a snare. (Ps. 111:10; Prov. 29:25) Remember
Jehovah’s words to his prephet: “Thou therefore gird up
thy leins, and arise, and speak unto them all that I com-
mand thee: be not dismayed at their faces, lest I confound
thee before them.”—Jer. 1:17.

Regard your appearance in court as a friendly visit to
an honest person and conduct yourself as if you were mak-
ing a back-call. Appearing in court is not for the purpose
of escaping punishment. It is to inform the court and our
adversaries concerning the Kingdom hope of all mankind.
Do not be concerned over the punishment or the consequenc-
es of being found guilty. “In Geod I trust without fear. What
can man do unto me?” (Ps. 56:11; 118:8, An Amer. Trans.)
Go to court to give a witness as required by the laws of God
and man. Trust in Jehovah for deliverance. (Ps. 34:7; 37:7-9;
Isa. 50:7, Am. Ston. Ver.) If Jehovah does not deliver from
punishment, be assured that it is his will that the case go to
a higher court for a further witness.

In many courts all present are required to rise and stand
as the judge enters. The Society considers that this does not
constitute a violation of God's law. It is an act of respect
similar to rising from our chairs to greet one who enters
our home. Paul set the example for us to follow when he
appeared before kings, rulers, judges and courts. When
being heard before the visiting king, Agrippa, he was in-
terrupted by Festus. Paul tactfully said, “most noble Festus.”
(Acts 26:1-3, 7, 13, 19, 24-26) The use of such words supports
the practice in court of addressing the judge presiding with
expressions of courtesy and respect such as, “Sir,” “May it
please the court,” “Your honor,” and other similar words.

There is no Scriptural objection to taking an oath to tes-
tify to the truth. This is called being “sworn in” as a wit-
ness. It is an agreement to tell the truth on matters that
the court is entitled to know. There are provisions in the
law whereby those who have conscientious scruples to thus
being sworn in may be excused therefrom and may “affirm”
their statements before God.

A proper attitude of kindness and courtesy on the same
dignified level that a judge of a court ordinarily exhibits
should at all times be kept by us, as ambassadors of God’s
kingdom of righteousness. Use of tact, kindness, dignity and
proper decorum proves us to be true ministers of God.

BEGINNING OF TRIAL AND PROSECUTION'S EVIDENCE

The trial begins by the judge, prosecuting attorney or
other officer reading the written charges (complaint, war-
rant, information, or affidavit) against the defendant. You
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are then asked to plead to the charges. The plea of “not
guilty” is made before evidence is heard.

The prosecution will first present to the court its evidence.
The evidence will usually be testimony from a police officer,
householder or person on the street who obtained litera-
ture. Ordinarily the evidence will be that literature was
distributed in violation of some law. The witnesses for the
prosecution will testify what they saw you, the defendant,
doing at the time of the alleged offense.

You have the right to cross-examine witnesses that appear
against you. This means that you may ask questions of
each witness who testifies for the prosecution. Such ques-
tions must relate to the previous testimony of the witness.
There are no hard and fast rules about cross-examination.
Remember not to ask a question of the witness when it is
known that the answer will be unfavorable. If a witness
testifies to a lie, you may ask him a few pointed questions
to establish the falsity of his testimony. Cross-examination
should be sparingly and cautiously used. If the witness has
told the truth and not omitted anything important to you,
do not cross-examine him. Say, “No questions.” The scope
of examination will depend entirely on the circumstances
of the case and the testimony given by the witnesses.

When the final witness has concluded his testimony, the
plrosecutor will say to the judge: “We rest our case,” “We
close.”

DEFENDANT’'S CASE

When the prosecution has finished, you should inform the
judge that you desire to submit your witnesses and to give
testimony in your own behalf. If you have any witnesses,
you should then call them, one by one, to the witness stand.

It may be advisable for you to bring others of Jehovah'’s
witnesses to testify that you are regarded as an ordained
minister of the gospel and member of the local congrega-
tion, engaged in preaching from door to door as a minister.
The witnesses whom you call should be prepared to testify
that your congregation is within the homes of the people of
good will in your missionary field. Each witness should be
prepared to give testimony about your ministry as fully as
you do. Each witness should make himself acquainted with
all the material that you use in preparation for trial. See
pages 15-19 of this booklet. .

No witness should be called to the stand to testify without
having prepared. As part of the preparation for trial, you
or your attorney should have first, before going to court,
gone over the testimony of any witnesses you plan to offer
and discussed with such witnesses the matters to which they
will testify.
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DEFENDANT’S TESTIMONY IN HIS OWN BEHALF

Following the testimony of your other witnesses, you
should take the witness stand last in your own behalf. This
is necessary in order to give a proper witness and testi-
mony concerning your faith and activity. You cannot estab-
lish fully your defense of freedom of worship, freedom of
speech and freedom of press under the fundamental law un-
less you take the witness stand and explain fully your side
of the case. . '

If you are represented by a lawyer he should question you
concerning your background, training, ordination, mission-
ary work and record of ministry, in addition to what you
were doing when you were arrested. He should develop fully
what occurred when the police appeared, your conversation
with the officers and your reasons why the police should not
have arrested you. When you go upon the stand take with
you your Bible and the equipment that you had with you
for the purpose of preaching at the time of your arrest.

In event you do not have a lawyer, request permission
from the judge to allow a friend to question you to develop
the facts. If the judge will not permit this, you may make a
statement under oath without being questioned. This is like
being given the opportunity to give a talk, for which you
should be prepared.

Speak conversationally, rather than oratorically. Speak
loud enough to be heard, remembering that you are a min-
ister. A minister should always talk loud enough to be heard,
regulating his volume according to the size of the audience
and the room where he is speaking.

Begin your testimony with a statement (if you are bap-
tized) that you are an ordained minister of Jehovah God. If
you have not been baptized state that you are a regular un-
ordained minister. Show that you are one of Jehovah's
witnesses, an unincorporated body of missionaries and
evangelists, operating in all the principal countries of the
earth for the purpose of preaching the gospel of God’'s king-
dom under Christ Jesus as the only hope of the world. In-
form the court that the organization and your work are di-
rected by the Watch Tower Bible and Tract Society, a chari-
table corporation chartered under the laws of Pennsylvania,
one of the United States of America, with the following
purposes and powers:

“To act as the servant of and the legal world-wide govern-
ing agency for that body of Christian persons known as
Jehovah's witnesses; to preach the gospel of God's kingdom
under Christ Jesus unto all nations as a witness to the name,
word and supremacy of Almighty God Jehovah; to print
and distribute Bibles and to disseminate Bible truths in vari-
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ous languages by means of making and publishing literature
containing information and comment explaining Bible truths
and prophecy concerning establishment of Jehovah’s king-
dom under Christ Jesus; to authorize and appoint agents,
servants, employees, teachers, instructors, evangelists, mis-
sionaries and ministers to go forth to all the world publicly
and from house to house to preach and teach Bible truths
to persons willing to listen by leaving with such persons
said literature and by conducting Bible studies thereon; to
improve men, women and children mentally and morally by
Christian missionary work and by charitable and benevolent
instruction of the people on the Bible and incidental scien-
tific, historical and literary subjects .. .”

State that in your country the work of Jehovah's wit-
nesses is under the immediate direction of the Branch office
of the Society, giving the address.

When identifying yourself as one of Jehovah’s witnesses,
state that Jehovah's witnesses get their name from Jehovah
God in the Scriptures. “Ye are my witnesses, saith Jehovah.”
(Isa. 43:10-12; 44:8, Am. Stan. Ver.) “For this cause came I
into the world,” said Jesus, “that I should bear witness unto
the truth. Every one that is of the truth heareth my voice.”
—John 18:37.

If you do secular work, explain that your primary occupa-
tion or vocation is the ministry as one of Jehovah’s witnesses
and that you engage in secular work during the week to
support yourself and to “provide things honest in the sight
of all men”. (Rom. 12:17; 1 Tim. 5:8) Say that you do such
secular work in order to avoid using the ministry as a charge
upon the people in your missionary field and the people of
good will toward Almighty God. Refer to the secular work
performed by the apostles and other Christian ministers.
—Acts 18:3,4; 20:33,34; 1 Cor. 4:12; 2 Cor. 12:14; 1 Thess.
2:9; 2 Thess. 3:8-10.

Explain your ordination from Jehovah God, which is recog-
nized by your congregation and by the Society. You should
be able to give the substance of Isaiah 61:1,2 (4dm. Sian.
Ver.): “The spirit of the Lord Jehovah is upon me; because
Jehovah hath anocinted me to preach good tidings unto the
meek; he hath sent me to bind up the broken-hearted, to pro-
claim liberty to the captives, and the opening of the prison
to them that are bound; to proclaim the year of Jehovah's
favor, and the day of vengeance of our God; to comfort all
that mourn.”

Inform the court that you have gone through a public
ordination ceremony conducted by Jehovah’s witnesses under
the direction of the Society. Mention that a short Bible talk
was given on the significance of consecration and ordination
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at the time you were ordained and that thereafter your con-
secration was publicly symbolized by water immersion. Show
that this is the ordination ceremony established by Jehovah’s
witnesses and the Society and that it is the identical ordina-
tion ceremony that the Lord Jesus Christ underwent. Later
Jesus appeared in the synagogue and proclaimed his ordina-
tion as commanded by Jehovah and referred to the scripture
at Isaiah 61:1, 2.

If you have not been baptized (one should be baptized as
soon as possible after making his consecration) you are
nevertheless entitled to show that you are a regular minister
or unordained minister. You preach in the same manner as
does the ordained minister and, therefore, you are entitled
to the same rights. Tell the court that you are preaching
under the direction of the Society and in association with
Jehovah'’s witnesses, but that you have not as yet undergone
the ordination ceremony, and that Cornelius and his fellow
Gentile believers were ordained with the spirit of God be-
fore they were baptized in water.—Acts 10:44-48,

Next, inform the court that you have assigned to you by
the Society and the local congregation a definite missionary
field. (If you are a pioneer [full-time] minister in an isolated
territory the assignment will be direct from the Society.)
State that the country has been divided by the Society into
many missionary fields; that a large territory is assigned
to the congregation (or to you individually if you are a pio-
neer); and that a portion of the territory assigned to the
congregation is assigned to you. Describe your missionary
work from house to house, explaining specifically how you
carry on the work, and what you say to the people at the
doors. Demonstrate to the judge the literature that you used
and tell the judge what you said when offering the literature.
Inform the judge that if the people were interested you left
literature with them and allowed them an opportunity to con-
tribute or make a donation. If some were unable to con-
tribute or did not wish to do so, you should tell the court
you gave the literature to such persons free of charge. State
that if the people you called on were not interested, you
thanked them politely and passed on to the next house.

Tell the court then how you carry on the back-call work
and the Bible-study work, calling on a large number of
people weekly. These many people constitute the congrega-
tion that you serve. You may be able to establish that your
congregation is almost as large as or perhaps larger than
the congregations of the orthodox clergy. Say that you do
not require the congregation to come to you and listen to
you preach in a church building, as the clergy do, but that
you go to the homes of the people. Show that the work you
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do in this manner is solely the work of a minister and is
not the type of work done b{ lay workers and Sunday-school
teachers in the orthodox religious organizations.

Inform the court that preaching from house to house is
a recognized, Christian method of preaching which stands
on the same high level and is entitled to the same recogni-
tion by the ple as preaching from the pu?:it. Show that
such method was employed by the Lord Jesus and his
apostles. (Luke 8:1; Mark 6:6; Matt. 10:7, 12-14) Jesus in-
structed his apostles and disciples that if a householder
wanted their message they should stay at the home long
enough to teach the people, and that if the people in the
house were not interested they should “depart out of that
house”, Tell the court that the apostle Paul stated that he
preached “from house to house”.—Acts 20:20.

Show that it is necessary to go from house to house in
order to reach the people. Although there are many differ-
ent religious organizations, a very small percentage of the
people go to church. Statistics show that in a great many
countries more than half of the people do not attend church.
This does not mean that the people are not interested in the
Bible. Jehovah's witnesses cannot expect all of the people to
come to their meeting-places to receive instruction. If we
confined our preaching, as the clergy do, to preaching from
the pulpits, these people would starve spiritually. Therefore
we employ the practical method of going to the people with
:he message. This we do rather than make the people come
0 us.

If you are charged with unlawfully preaching Eublicly
upon the streets, explain how you do the work and that this
is a i)roper method of preaching. Show that Jesus and his
apostles preached in the public squares, at the seashores, in
the market-places and upon the streets, anywhere people
congregated or crowds of persons were to be found. Paul
said that he taught publicly.—Acts 20:20; 17:17-34.

Demonstrate how the literature was offered upon the
street. Emphasize that you stood at an appropriate place
along the curb of the sidewalk, not interfering with the
passage of pedestrians or blocking doorways or display win-
dows. Repeat the slogans that you used in presentation of
the message to the passers-by. Explain precisely what you
told the people who were interested in the literature or the
message, Show the court the literature that you were using.
If you were distributing printed invitations to a Bible lecture,
demonstrate how you were handing them to the people. In-
form the court that you were not casting the handbills on
the sidewalks nor littering the streets, but were offering.
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them to passers-by and did not release a leaflet until it had
been taken from your hand.

Offer into evidence before you leave the witness stand a
sample of all the literature distributed or offered by you to
the people at the time of your arrest. You should say to the
court: “I offer into evidence the following literature:”. Then
hand to the judge a copy of each book, booklet, magazine
and leaflet you offered to the people.

When you offer the literature to the judge, describe its
contents and message. Explain that the purpose of Almighty
God is to vindicate his name and word by setting up a
righteous kingdom which will remove wickedness from the
universe and govern the earth righteously. State that the
literature presents conclusive evidence that we are living in
the “time of the end” of the old world and that the “battle
of Armageddon” is imminent. Say that such battle, fought
by God and not by Jehovah's wiinesses, will result in the
end of all wicked and oppressive men and organizations.
Following this destruction, God shows in his Word, he
will set up his perfect government under the supervision of
the great Prince of Peace, and which government shall never
be destroyed. Then describe the resulting Kingdom blessings.

CROSS-EXAMINATION OF DEFENDANT

You are not permitted to leave the witness stand immedi-
ately after you finish your statement. You are required to
remain and submit to questioning by the opposing attorney,
called cross-examination. During the cross-examination you
should maintain your decorum and answer questions with
dignity and calmness. At no time should you become angry.
Regardless of how insulting or harsh the prosecutor may be
in his questioning, do not respond with anger. A calm and
soft word in response to a biting, cutting thrust of the ad-
versary confuses the enemy.

Look the person asking questions straight in the eye,
whether it be judge or prosecutor. In other words, keep
your “eye on the ball”, like a gladiator who never takes his
eye off his opponent. Do not gaze around the courtroom,
up at the ceiling, down at the floor or at any other person
except the questioner.

Do not refuse to answer questions asked by the judge or
permitted by the judge to be asked by the prosecutor. Re-
fusal to answer may result in your being held in contempt
of court. Refusal to testify does not honor Jehovah's name.
Our purpose is to give a witness. We should welcome any
questions regardless of how adverse they may be considered.
Let the answers be full and to the point. Do not stray into
irrelevant matters that have nothing to do with the ques-
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tion propounded. Let the answers be responsive. Do not
answer a %uestion too quickly, especially if you do not un-
derstand the question. There is nothing wrong in stating
guickly that you do not understand the question. You may
ask the judge to have the lawyer reframe the question so
that it can be understood. Perhaps a repetition of the ques-
tion would enable you to understand its meaning.

However, when a question is asked, do not hesitate un-
duly or delay as though making a choice between two
answers. Undue delay may seem to indicate to the judge
fabrication or equivocation. You do not want to leave such
false impression. Rather than take time to consider the
exact meaning of a question that is not immediately under-
stood, it is better to say quickly that you do not understand
the question. If you do not hear the guestion distinctly, you
should not guess at it. Say that you did not hear the ques-
tion and request that it be repeated. Guessing at a question
may result in embarrassment.

If your training as a minister is attacked by a question
on cross-examination show that you were trained in the
most efficient ministry schools in the world, the Society’s
ministry schools. Show that the school is conducted in a
manner similar to the tutorial and discussion groups used
in the most modern universities. Explain that there are regu-
lar courses in Bible study, comparative theology, public
speaking, Bible history, etc., with set courses and portions
for home study, in addition to the regular discussion groups.
Show also that vou, as a minister, continue to study regu-
larly after your ordination as well as before. Do not leave
the impression that you merely leave your secular employ-
ment one day, pick up a Bible and say: “Henceforth, I am
a minister.” That does not happen in reality; hence proper
explanation of your training for the ministry should be given.

If questioned about lack of a theological certificate of ordi-
nation, show that Jehovah’'s witnesses have earthly evidence
of their ordination but not as a rule in printed form. Jeho-
vah’s witnesses do not believe that having an ordination
certificate signed by a bishop or other ecclesiastical author-
ity can make a man a minister and true servant of God.
One who really is a minister can prove it by his works in
the ministry, by his back-calls, his years of faithful service
and his assistance to his brethren. (1 Tim. 4:6) The true
proof of one’s ordination is his ministry, as stated by Paul:
“Do we begin again to commend ourselves? or need we, as
some others, epistles of commendation to you, or letters of
commendation from you? Ye are our epistle written in our
hearts, known and read of all men: forasmuch as ye are
manifestly declared to be the epistle of Christ ministered
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by us, written not with ink, but with the spirit of the living
God; not in tables of stone, but in fleshy tables of the heart.”
—2 Cor. 3:1-3; see also An American Translation.

Do not attempt to hide the facts if questioned about in-
come from the distribution of literature. Attempting to hide
the fact that you fail to make enough money from distribu-
tion of literature to support yourself in the ministry may
give rise to a wrong impression on the part of the judge. If
a question is asked about the refusal to salute the flag or
claim for exemption from bearing arms as a minister, an-
swer quickly and fully, giving the reasons. In order to
properly prepare to answer the questions, you should have
reviewed the book “Let God Be True”, pages 226-239.

If you are asked whether you are against the government
or are engaged in subversive activity, promptly answer,
“No.” Be prepared with an explanation oi the answer. You
may be required to explain the advice of Jesus concern-
ing rendering to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s. (Matt.
22:21; Mark 12:17) See “Let God Be True”, pages 239-242.

Care should be taken to state properly the position of Je-
hovah's witnesses in relation to the law of the land. It is not
claimed that general laws do not apply to Jehovah’'s wit-
nesses. They do apply and Jehovah's witnesses are glad to
abide by them. A lawyer or doctor, however, cannot be
forced to obtain a license as a plumber or engineer. A doctor
is not a plumber and does not have to be licensed as such.
Similarly a minister is not a peddler and does not have to
get a license as such. If he left the ministry and went into
the commercial business of selling perfume, he would then
be in business and would have to obtain a business license,
regardless of his faith. The point is that we are engaged in
a lawful, noncommercial activity of preaching the gospel,
and therefore we cannot be forced to get a license applicable
to a completely different kind of work. This distinction
should be made to avoid giving the impression that one does
not feel bound by the law because he is one of Jehovah's
witnesses.

You may be asked whether you are carrying on a “cam-
paign of hate” or attacking other people because of their
religion. Your answer should be, “No.” Jehovah's witnesses
love all people regardless of their religious affiliation, We
demonstrate our love by calling from house to house and
preaching publicly. This matter is fully explained in “Let
God Be True”, pages 221, 222,

If the judge asks, or permits the prosecutor to ask, wheth-
er Jehovah's witnesses are allied with communism, answer
emphatically, “No!” Point out that Jehovah’'s witnesses have
never been allowed to operate in communist Russia. Em-
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phasize that in every country where communism has con-
trol of the government Jehovah's witnesses have been quick-
ly banned. In communistic countries Jehovah's witnesses
have been put in labor camps and concentration camps or
executed because of their refusal to give up their faith and
hail communism. We believe in and advocate worship of
God. Communism is against the worship of God. Commu-
nism puts the state above God. We put God above the state,
including the communistic or police state.

In democratic lands, such as the United States of Ameri-
ca, the false charges that Jehovah's witnesses are allied with
communism have been thoroughly investigated by the gov-
ernments. The list of subversive organizations and commu-
nist-dominated or -controlled organizations prepared by the
Department of Justice at the instance of the president of
the United States does not include Jehovah's witnesses or
the Watch Tower Bible and Tract Society. This is an cflicial
finding by the United States government that Jehovah's wit-
nesses are not communistie.

On December 15, 1949, commandant of the United States
Marine Corps wrote the following letter from which can be
plainly seen that Jehovah's witnesses are not allied with
communism or any subversive organization:

DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY
HEADQUARTERS UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS
WASHINGTON 25, D.C.

[8mAL]
In Reply Refer to
DE-1094-ptl1
15 December, 1949

Mr. Hayden Covington
117 Adams Street
Brooklyn 1, New York

My dear Mr. Covington:

I have read with great care your letier of 23 Nevember 1949 in
which you point out that the Marine Corps made a grave error in
stating that Jehovah's Witnesses was associated with communism. I
am convinced that the statement made in Enclosure (B) of Marine
Corps Memorandum #55-49 concerning Jehovah's Witnesses is totally
without foundation and I regret most exceedingly that it was pub-
lished.

I have ordered the discussion ''Communism In the United States
(Enclosure (B) to Marine Corps Memorandum #55-49), revised so as
to eliminate all reference to Jehovah's Witnesses and I shall direct that
all copies presently existing which contain such reference be destroyed.
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In addition, I am causing a memorandum to be prepared which will
be issued by this Headquarters and will receive the same distribution
given Marine Corps Memorandum #55-49. This memorandum will state
that the reference made to Jehovah's Witnesses in Enclosure (B) of
Marine Corps Memorandum #5549 was completely unfounded, that it
was made without proper information, under an entire misapprehen-
sion as to the facts, and that this Headguarters regrets that this un-
fortunate statement was published. The preparation of this memoran-
dum is being expedited In order that it may be promulgated to the
service at an early date.

Please convey to your clients, Watch Tower EBible and Tract So-
ciety and Jehovah's Witnesses, my sincere regret for the publication
of the lamentable reference to them. If there is any other action which
may be taken by this Headquarters, please do not hesitate to inform me.

Sincerely yours,
C. B. CATES

C. B. CATES
General, U. S. Marine Corps
Commandant of the Marine Corps

Jehovah God has given us the truth. We have nothing to
hide and nothing to be ashamed of. We are glad to give to
every man an answer for the hope that is within us. Ex-
plain things simply and carefully in terms that persons
unfamiliar with the organization can understand. Most men
have a background of other orthodox denominations, and
the altogether different Theocratic organization must be
carefully explained so that they can see the distinction.

As an ambassador of the kingdom of God, you should con-
sider all questions asked by the judge or the prosecutor as
an opportunity to explain about the Kingdom that is man-
kind’'s only hope.—1 Pet. 3:15; Mark 13:9.

MOTION TO DISMISS

It is of utmost importance that a motion to dismiss be
filed. In fact, the rights of freedom of speech, press and wor-
ship cannot be preserved and reviewed in the higher courts
unless the motion to dismiss, in writing, is made. Therefore,
at the close of the defendant’s case and when you step down
from the witness stand, you should state to the court: “May
it please the court, I have a motion which I desire to read
and submit to the court.” Attempt to read the motion aloud.
If this is not permitted, hand the motion to the judge and re-
quest him to file it with the papers and read it before decid-
ing the case. (See pages 13-14, this booklet.)

In support of the motion to dismiss you should hand to
the judge such court decisions as are appropriate which have
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been sent to you by counsel for the Society. Also, if you do
not have a lawyer, you should hand to the judge this booklet.
Direct his attention to the parts of the Memorandum of Law
which relate to the charge made against you and which you
have marked. If you have a lawyer he may use the booklet
in briefing and arguing the case.

PRELIMINARY JUSTIFICATION FOR WORLD-WIDE USE
OF UNITED STATES COURT DECISIONS

Qur international preaching activity has been opposed by
world-wide persecution. This has resulted in the imprison-
ment of thousands of Jehovah's witnesses. In democratic
lands we have found, as a refuge from tyranny, the courts
of the land. The foremost court to render aid by extending
the constitutional shield of protection to Jehovah's witnesses
is the Supreme Court of the United States,

In the United States of America literally hundreds of other
courts have rendered decisions in thousands of cases hold-
ing our preaching methods to be legal. We have available
in the United States more court decisions covering all the
preaching activity of Jehovah's witnesses than in any other
nation on earth. The constitutional treasures of freedom of
speech, press and worship have been unlocked by us in the
United States and, as a result of the court decisions under
the constitutional guarantee of freedom of speech, press,
assembly, conscience and worship, the way and method of
.I'fehgvah’s witnesses have been written into the law of that
and.

The United States is one of the leading liberal and demo-
cratic nations of the world. Other liberal nations of the
Western world have, along with the United States, joined
in the United Nations covenant to guarantee human rights.
All are therefore bound to preserve these rights, and the
court decisions in the United States, where the issues have
been thoroughly litigated, should be helpful and persuasive
precedent to assist courts and judges in other nations where
our ministry may be in question.

Some lawyers and judges who read this booklet may say
that the opinions quoted herein from American cases are
not helpful in deciding the instant case. Some may say, for
example, that judgments of the Supreme Court of the United
States which are founded fundamentally on the United
States Constitution are of little value in England, France,
South Africa or some other country where the system of law
is quite different and the United States Constitution does
not apply.

It is recognized that American decisions are not binding
and do not force the judges to the same conclusions in coun-
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tries outside the United States, yet there can be no question
that they are of persuasive value and should be used to
assist the courts in reaching a reasonable conclusion. Judges
of every land must render decisions in harmony with justice,
especially when the legal questions raised by the cases are
without precedent in their country, where the cases of Jeho-
vah's witnesses are being tried. It is the function of counsel
to provide for the court whatever legal beacons he can find
when it is necessary for the court to sail in uncharted wa-
ters of the law of his country.

The Supreme Court of the United States is the most power-
ful court in the world, in that it can even overrule the
United States government and declare Acts of Congress, as
well as of the state legislatures, to be invalid. On that court
have sat some great legal minds. It is recognized virtually
world-wide as a leading judicial tribunal. Even though its
decisions may not be binding in other countries, the prin-
ciples of logic as applied to law and undisputed facts are
universal. Therefore, in so far as the reasoning and argu-
ments adopted by the Supreme Court of the United States
are applicable to cases in other jurisdictions, they should be
persuasive.

By way of illustration, attention is drawn to the decision
in Murdock v. Pennsylvania, 319 U, S. 105 (1943). A minister
of Jehovah's witnesses was convicted of peddling without
a license. When the case was before the court, the record
was examined and the court determined that the conviction
of the minister as a peddler was a “distortion of the facts
of record”. While the American constitutional law may not
be applicable in other countries, the finding on the facts that
the ministerial activity of Jehovah's witnesses is not a com-
mercial business, and the reasoning and argument whereby
that conclusion was reached, could be used by any judge
where the same question must be decided.

The reasoning of the Murdock decision was adopted by
the Supreme Court of Berne, Switzerland, in the case against
Geutz, one of Jehovah's witnesses. That court, like the Su-
preme Court of the United States, held that the missionary-
evangelistic work of Jehovah’'s witnesses is not subject to
taxation as a commercial business. The Murdock case was
also ‘?uoted with approval in the Canadian (Quebec) case
of Odell v. Trepanier (1949) 95 Can. Cr. Cases 241. Other
Canadian judges have also drawn extensively from Ameri-
can law and principles in cases involving Jehovah's wit-
nesses where their own law had no guiding precedents. The
Court of Appeals of Ontario in Donald v. Board of Educa-
tion, (1945) Ontario Reports 518, followed the “flag salute
case” (West Virginig State Board of Education v. Barnetie,
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319 U.S. 624). See also the decision by the Saskatchewan
Court in Rex ex rel. Mackie v. Naish (1950) 1 W. W. R. 987,
97 Can. Cr. Cases 19, and the decision by the Supreme Court
of Canada in Boucher v. The King (1950) 96 Can. Cr. Cases
48, (1950) Supreme Court Reports (Canada) —, applying
principles announced by the Supreme Court of the United
States in cases of Jehovah's witnesses.

In the Boucher case the Canadian Supreme Court allowed
the American authorities to be extensively quoted during
argument and in the brief. Many of the American principles
appear in the opinion of the court.

In most countries Jehovah's witnesses have had to actually
help the judges write the law relating to civil liberties, a
field where there are no decisions locally to help the judges.
By their stand for the right to preach they have established
living, practical applications and precedents to what were
formerly only theoretical rights. This has been true even in
the United States, where the constitution guarantees certain
rights but very few cases had ever sought to enforce them
until the persecution of Jehovah's witnesses started.

The same lack of precedents in the matter of civil rights
is found in almost all other countries. Lawyers and judges
who deal with these subjects should not resent or refuse
to draw from the experience of the American courts which
have previously considered the same issues. Following such
decisions will aid the police and other officials of such courts
in making a pattern of liberty in their courts very similar
to that of the United States of America. Unhesitatingly make
use of the decisions of the courts of the United States in
other liberal nations.

MEMORANDUM OF LAW

]

The courts have held that preaching from door to door is legal
although literature is incidentally distributed.

The house-to-house method employed by Jehovah’s witness-
es in preaching the gospel is supported by the highest au-
thority, the first minister of Christianity, Christ Jesus. He
preached from house to house.

There is a practical need for ministers to make uninvited
calls from door to door. Millions of people do not belong to
any church. A very great many who do belong to some re-
ligion do not attend such religion’s church services. Such
people would be famished for a hearing of the Word of God
were it not for the voluntary charitable calling at their doors
by Jehovah's witnesses, who supply them with Bible in-
struction.

The courts have held that the fundamental law of the land
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implies an invitation in behalf of a householder to Jehovah's
witnesses to call at his home without previous invitation. In
the United States the courts have generally recognized the
principle that “an invitation may be implied from dedica-
tion, customary use, or enticement, allurement or induce-
ment to enter’. Nezworski v. Mazanec, 301 Mich. 43, 59,
2 N.W. 2d 912 (1942); Brown v. Michigan Ry. Co., 202 Mich.
280, 168 N. W. 419 (1918); Evans v. Sears, Roebuck & Co.,
104 S.W. 2d 1035, 1039 (1937).

As a matter of custom and usage, there is always an im-
plied invitation for one to rap at the door of another, to
state his business. As said by the Kentucky court, “where a
householder does not externally manifest in some way his
desire not to be molested by solicitors, the latter may take
custom and usage as implying consent to call.” Cily of
Mt. Sterling v. Donaldson Baking Co., 287 Ky. 781, 785, 155
S.W. 2d 237 (1941). See also Prior v. While, 132 Fla. 1, 180
S. 347 (1938), where it is said: “It has been held that a
license may be implied to enter the house of another at
usual and reasonable hours, and in a customary manner, for
any of the common purposes of life.” Accord Lakin v. Ames,
64 Mass. 198, 220, and cases there cited.

It is impossible to carry on door-to-door evangelism if the
o&portunity to discuss with the householder the message
offered is denied by a revocation of the invitation impliedly
extended by law to Jehovah’'s witnesses to call at the homes
of the people.

Laws or regulations prohibiting, either expressly or im-
pliedly, door-to-door or house-to-house calls by itinerant min-
isters who distribute Bible literature, are unconstitutional
and void because they abridge the right of freedom of press
and freedom of worship. “Ordinances absolutely prohibiting
the exercise of the right to disseminate information are,
a fortiori, invalid.” Jones v. Opelika, 316 U. S. 584, 595-596,
62 S. Ct. 1231, 1238, 86 L. Ed. 1691. his was a statement by
Mr. Chief Justice Stone in his dissenting opinion when the
case was decided adversely to Jehovah's witnesses in 1942,
This dissenting opinion was adopted as the opinion of the
court, following a reargument, when the majority decision
was reversed in 1943. Jones v. Opelika, 319 U. S. 103, 63 S. Ct.
890, 87 L. Ed. 1290, See also Jamison v. Texas, 318 U, S.
413, 63 S. Ct. 669, 87 L. Ed. 869; Schneider v. New Jersey,
308 U. S. 147, 60 S. Ct. 146, 84 L. Ed. 155; Thornhill v. Alabama,
310 U. S. 88, 60 S. Ct. 736, 84 L. Ed. 1093; Carlson v. Califor-
nia, 310 U.S. 106, 60 S.Ct. 746, 84 L.Ed. 1104; Near v.
Minnesota, 283 U.S. 697, 51 S.Ct. 625, 75 L. Ed. 1352, all
holding that laws prohibiting the distribution or sale of lit-
erature are unconstitutional and void.
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Preaching by Jehovah's witnesses from door to door has
been held by the Supreme Court of the United States to
stand on the same high, preferred level as does pulpit
preaching. In declaring unconstitutional a city ordinance,
in Murdock v. Pennsylvania, 319 U.S. 105, 108-109, 110, 63
S. Ct. 870, 872-873, 87 L. Ed. 1292 (1943), the court said:

Petitioners spread their interpretations of the Bible and their re-
ligious beliefs largely through the hand distribution of literature by
full or part time workers. . . .

The hand distribution of religious tracts is an age-old form of mis-
sionary evangelism—as old as the history of printing presses. It has
been a potent foree in various religious movements down through the
years. This form of evangelism is utilized today on a large scale by
various religious sects whose colporteurs earry the Gospel to thousands
upon thousands of homes and seek through personal visitations to win
adherents to their faith. It is more than preaching; it is more than dis-
tribution of religious literature. It is a eombination of both. Its purpose
is as evangelical as the revival meeting. This form of religious activity
occupies the same high estate under the First Amendment [to the United
States Constitution] as do worship in the churches and preaching from
the pulpits. It has the same claim to protection as the more orthodox
and conventional exercises of religion. It also has the same claim as
the others to the guarantees of freefdom of speech and freedom of the
press. . . .

We only hold that spreading one's religious beliefs or preaching the
Gospel through distribution of religious literature and through per-
sonal visitations is an age-old type of evangelism with as high a claim
to constitutional protection as the more orthodox types.

In another case involving one of Jehovah's witnesses,
Martin v. City of Struthers, 319 U.S. 141, 145, 146-147, 63
S. Ct. 862, 864-865, 87 L. Ed. 1313 (1943), the Supreme Court of
the United States, in discharging the defendant, said:

For centuries it has been a common practice in this and other coun-
tries for persons not specifically invited to go from home to home and
knock on doors or ring doorbells to communicate ideas to the oeccu-
pants or to invite them to political, religious, or other kinds of public
meetings. Whether such visiting shall be permitted has in general
been deemed to depend upon the will of the individual master of each
household, and not upon the determination of the community. . . .

‘While door to door distributers of literature may be either a nuisance
or a blind for criminal activities, they may also be useful members
of society engaged in the dissemination of ideas in accordance with
the best tradition of free discussion. The widespread use of this meth-
od of communieation by many groups espousing various causes at-
tests its major lmportance. . . . Many of our most widely established
religious organizations have used this method of disseminating their
doctrines, and laboring groups have used it in reeruiting their mem-
bers. The federal government [of the United States], In its current
war bond selling eampaign, encourages groups of citizens to distribute
advertisements and circulars from house to house. Of course, as every
person acquainted with political life knows, door to door campaigning
is one of the most accepted techniques of seeking popular support,
while the eirculation of nominating papers would be greatly handi-
capped if they could not be taken to the ecitizens in their homes. Door
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to door distribution of circulars is essential to the poorly financed
causes of little people.

Freedom to distribute information to every citizen wherever he
desires to receive it is so clearly vital to the preservation of a free
society that, putting aside reasonable police and health regulatlons of
time and manner of distribution, it m