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“And all thy children shall be taught of Jehovah and
great shall be the peace of thy children.”—Isaiah 54 : 18.

ITS MISSION
HIS journal is published for the purpose of enabling ‘the people to know Jehovah God' '

and his purposes as expressed in the Bible. -It publishes Bible instruction §pecifically -

designed to aid Jehovah’s witnesses and all people of good-will. It arranges’ syStematlc .
Bible study for its readers and Jehovah’s witnesses supply other literature to aid in such
studies. It publishes suitable material for radio broadcastmg and for other means of public
instruction in the Scriptures.

1t adheres strictly to.the Bible as authority for its utterances. It is entirely free and sep-

arate from all religion, parties, sects or other worldly organizations. It is wholly and without - '

reservation for the kingdom of Jehovah God under Christ his beloved King. It is not dogmatic,
but invites careful and critical examination of its contents in the light of the Scriptures. It
does not indulge in controversy, an_d its columns are not open to personalities. :

THE SCRIPTURES CLEARLY TEACH

THAT JEHOVAH is the only true God and is from everlasting to everlasting, the Maker of
heaven and earth and the Giver of life to his creatures; that the Logos was the beginning of
his creation, and his active agent in the creation of all other things, and is now the Lord
Jesus Christ in glory, clothed with all power in heaven and earth, as the Chief Executive -
Officer of Jehovah;

THAT GOD-created the earth for man, created perfect man for the earth and placed him-
upon it; that man willfully disobeyed God’s law and was sentenced to death; that by reason of o
Adam’s wrong act all men are born sinners and w1thout the right to life;

THAT THE LOGOS was made human as the man Jesus and suffered death in order to
produce the ransom or redemptive price for obedient ones of mankind; that God raised up -
Jesus divine and exalted him to heaven above every other creature and above every other name
and clothed him with all power and authority;

THAT JEHOVAH’S ORGANIZATION is a Theocracy called Zion, and that Christ Jesus is
the Chief Officer thereof and is the rightful King of the world; that the anointed and faith- ,
ful followers of Christ Jesus are Children of Zion members of Jehovah’s organization, and
are hig witnesses whose duty and privilege it is to testify to the supremacy of Jehovah, declare .

his purposes toward mankind as expressed in the Bible, and to bear the fruits of the ng- L

-dom before all who will hear;

THAT THE OLD WORLD ended in A.D. 1914, and the Lord Jesus Christ has been placeda.
by Jehovah upon his throne of authority, has ousted Satan from heaven and is proceedmg to
‘the establishment of the “new earth” of the New World;

THAT THE RELIEF and blessings of the peoples of earth can come only by and through '
Jehovah’s kingdom under Christ, which has now begun; that the Lord’s next great act is. the
destruction of Satan’s organization and the complete establishment of righteousness in the -
earth, and that under the Kingdom the people of good-will that survive Armageddon shall carry .
out the dlvme mandate to “fill the earth” with a righteous race. '
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123-48 inclusive, Thy Word is Truth Dec, 1, 1948." |~ subscription: expires.
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‘creatures here on earth. He is not too lofty, nor
. too far removed, to be able to hear the expressions
. to him made by puny creatures amid our sinful and
~imperfect conditions. Neither is he indifferent and
~unconcerned.  “The eyes of Jehovah are unto the

B J’EHOVAH is within the reach of prayer by human

L righteous, and his ears unto their cry.” (Ps. 34 :15,

Young) Only the lawless he tunes out: “The sacrifice
of the wicked is an abomination to the LORD: but the
prayer of the upright (without any animal sacrifice as
4 persuasion) is his delight.” (Prov. 15:8) By his
.powers, which are more wonderful and mcomprehen—

. . “sible than radio, he is able to detect and pick up man’s

unvoicéd petition offered within the hidden retreats of
_the heart or miind.” And his powers of response are
Just as marvelous, to His. glory. “Now unto him that
is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we

- ask or think, according to the power that worketh in

us, unto him by glory.”—Eph. 3 : 20, 21.
2 The primary issue.of God’s glorlous universal dom-

" “i'natlon must be settled here at the earth. Because of .

this Jehovah God could not be and is not indifferent

" toward the prayers of worthy creatures on this small

-planet. Rather than showing unconcern or preoccu-
" pation W1th other matters of seemingly greater im-
\ portance respecting his unbounded universe, the Most
High God of heaven and earth invites true prayer.
“He watches for it. The time is near when all crea-

. tures that gain life everlasting in peace, health and

‘Thappiness will regularly draw near to him in prayer.
That time is the righteous New World which Jehovah
~God creates. The central government of the New
‘World, the heavenly kingdom of his royal Son, has
been established; and the establishment and opera-
tions of the “new earth” draw nigh. Hence it is
,tlmely that the subject of prayer in its relation to the

New World be examined. Prayer to the great Life-

" giver is vital to all life-seekers.
- 8 No religious prayer- -book can give us the proper
- instructions and set the right standard as to this grand

1. Why may righteously-disposed creatures on earth hopefully offer prayer,
even ‘within their hiearts, to the Most High God?
“ 2%  Why iz Jehovah not:indifferent or unconcerned about prayer of creatures
on earth? and why is it now timely to examine this subject of prayer anew?
‘3. Why go to the Bible rather than religious prayer-books for answers to our
questions, and why are religious prayers inconsistent, useless, and destruetive
of faith?
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PRAYER AND THE. NEW WORLD

A“O thou that hearest prayer, unto thee shall all flesh come.” (Ps. 66: %)
T before they call, I will answer; and while they are yet speaking, I will hear.”—Isa. 65: 24

No. 23

“And it shall come to pass,jthat

privilege of communion with the mighty Creator. - We
must go to the Bible for answers to our many ques-

tions on this subject and for our model of prayer.

The Bible was written by men who were inspired by
the unfailing Hearer of prayer and who enjoyed and
used the privilege of calling upon him in praise, thanks-
giving and request. None of them were religionists.
None of them, therefore, went in for the religious
practices, formulae and mechanical-routine repetitions
of prayers, things that amuse the demons but do not
please the true God. The Bible writers showed up
the emptiness and uselessness of religious prayers, and
set forth in the Record the true and acceptable way
to approach the living God. Today numberless prayers
are being offered in private homes, in legislatures, on
battlefields and on battleships, and in religious build-

ings, by men and women without respect of their side

of the global war. Such prayers from both sides,
addressed to the same God, presumably, are all for
victory and lasting peace. Such prayers from oppo- :
site sides marked also World War I, and other conflicts
and tribulations of worldly nations. The gettlement
of the matter in dispute was determined, not by relig-
ious praying of clergy or laity, but by the might of the
military winner rather than the righteousness of the
cause. Or if there was any settlement approaching
righteousness, it did not usher in lasting peace with
justice, morality and prosperity for the common man.
Of what value actually was the religious praying
except as a false bolster to the morale of the loser as
well as the winner? The losers lost not only the fight
but algo faith in prayer and in- God.

¢ True prayer, offered in the right manner to the
right One and on right matters, does count and bring
results. The Bible Record gives many examples of
praying rightly by men and women. It shows why
their action was accepted and responded to by the One
addressed. Their cases were written down and pre-
served for our instruction and encouragement. Relig-
ionists look upon the statement at Genesis 4 :26 as
the first account of praying by men, namely: “And to
Seth (the son of Adam and Eve), to him also there

4. What kind of prayer does count, and what can be said concerning Genesis
4 126 as being the first account of prayer by men?



S ,Was born a son; and he called his name Enos:

- seek him”.
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“then
" began men to call upon the nameé of the Lorp (liter-
- ally, the name of Jehovah) ”  That was 235 years
- after the first man’s creation; and, if praying at all,

it was 1ehg10us praying. Actually, it 'was the begin-

, “ning of, where men called themselves or their self-
" chosen false gods by the name of the one true God,

Jehovah, the Supreme One. It was religious hypoe-
risy,; which brought reproach upon Jehovah’s name
because it was a taking of hlS name in vain, and hence
Was religious. sin.

... 5More than a -hundred years before Enos h1s uncle

' Abel had lived and he offered acceptable sacrlﬁce to
Jehovah God. Although no prayer by Abel on that or
any -other-occasion is reported, yet it is certain that in
connection with his sacrifice Abel offered prayer to the

. Lord God, that hig offering by fire might be accepted..-

The favorable answer to his prayer roused hatred and
- -envy of his rehglous brother Cain, who thereafter slew
. Abel. But even Abel’s blood, which soaked the ground,
_cried out to God in a prayer for Hig vengeance against
_the religious bloodletter. (Heb. 11 : 4; 12 :24; Gen.
©4:10, 11) . Why were Abel’s sacrifice and prayer
accepted of-Jehovah God? Because such were offered
in faith; and “without faith it is impossible to please

- him: for he that cometh to God must believe that he

s, and that he is a rewarder of them that d1hgently
—Heb. 11 : 6.

¢ Flaith means, yes, a belief in the true and living
God, but that with an acceptance of His word as true
and a hearty reliance upon it. Such confidence is
shown by living in harmony with it, waiting for its
" fulfillment. - Abel heard of God’s word, spoken in

Eden, which sentenced his father Adam to death, but-

‘which also gave promise of a New World, established
by God through the Seed taken from the womb or body
of his holy universal organization. That Seed was to
be hated by the great Seducer because the Seed would
"refuse to compromise God’s cause. He was to be
bruised at “his heel” for that reason.
hatred and pamful treatment be what it might, the

Seed of God’s organization was promised. to overcome

the seductive Serpent or Deceiver and to destroy him
from the universe. This would insure a new, righteous
‘and peaceable world. (Gen. 8 :14, 15, 17-19)  Abel
testified in belief of that divine word, and offered sacri-
fice and prayer accordingly. His prayer was unselfish,
being for vindication of God’s word as true. For his
faith and faithful conduct God accounted him righteous
even though descended from condemned Adam. Meet-
ing such requirements Abel could address God and find
acceptance. Less could not be required of men today

5. What evidence is there that more than a century before Enos prayer was
oftered to God, and why were such prayer and .sacrifice acceptable to God?

6. Ooneerning what. did Abel exercise faith in God, and what doés his case
show as the least or minimum requirements for prayer by men to. be accept-
able.

But, let the
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who want to pray W1th0ut feehng it foohsh but havm
certainty of be1ng heard.

7 Abel is prormsed a “better resurrectlon 2 He'?
will be back on earth in the New World: to which he-
looked ahead by faith. He will be oné- of the “prmces'_
in all the earth” then, as one of the represntatives of';::
the invisible Government of God’s King; Christ Jeeus,f
whose sacrifice Abel’s slain lamb foreshadowed,. (Heb;
11 : 85, 39, 40; Ps. 45 : 16) -Other faithful ‘men of Bld--
Who will be assoc1ate prlnces with Abel were l1kew1se]
praying men. Their prayers were heard of God and:’
answered for reasons like his. - The patriarch Abraham :
prayed, and he was called the “father of all them that
believe”. (Rom. 4 :11) He was given the speclﬁc-
promise that God would make His name great by vin-
dicating it against all that cursed the name of Jehoyah.
He would bless all the families of the earth that blesged -
His holy name. - Abraham might be a party to this -
covenant by coming out from this world and living -
differently and doing so in hope of the promised world.
to come.  Thenceforth Abraham’s sacrifices. and
prayers were all in harmony with that divine word- ¢f-
promise. Prayers of religionists are all for the sake .
of things of this world and its governments they are-
not in the interest of the righteous New World and its
Theocratic Government. (Gen. 12':1-3; 14 : 22, 23;
16:2-8; 20: 7, 17) The true Seed of Abraham, :
Christ Jesus, the King of the New World, said to the
patriarch’s natural descendants: “Your father Abra-.
ham rejoiced to see my day; and he saw it, and was
glad.”—John 8 : 56. o e
8 Abraham S natural heirs of the covenant—prom1se i
followed his example as to communion with the cove-
nant-keeping God.. Isaac prayed for his barren Wlfe.
that a son might be pr0v1ded to whom the b1rthr1ght
promise might be handed down. His blessing .upon
Jacob, when passing onward to this son. the promlse
of covenant blessings, was in itself a prayer to Godi
(Gen. 25 :21; 27 : 27-29) After the dream’ of the
ladder traveled by angels between heaven and earth -
Jacob’s vow to God was a form of pet1t10n to Him:
Jacob’s wrestling all night with an angel and- request,-,--;,.;:
ing a blessing before meeting his twin-brother Esat’ .
was also a strong supplication to the Lord and was -
in keeping with the hope of the New World.—Gen 28 : -
16-22; 382 :24-80.

9 Just 430 years passed after: maklng the covenant .
with Abraham concerning the blessing of all families
of the earth through the great nation that God would
bring forth through him. Then God added thereto
another covenant, based on his law glven through‘thec‘

7. (a) What future prospects are there for Abel? (b) In harmony w1th what o
were Abraham’s prayers, and why did he rejoicé? S
8. What is there to show that Isaac and Jacob were men of pra,yer? .
9. What was added in due time fo the Abrahamic covenant, and for how,. ..
long 7 and what statement of prayer did it instruct the priests to offer for the™
whole nation?



. Thls covenant was- to _continue in
) the promlsed Seed ~Christ Jesus should
- (Gal: 3116, 17, 19, 24) .. In the terms of such
nant Very llttle 1ndeed is" sald concerning
re is the blessmg which was to be pro-
uon: rthe Whole covenant nat1on of God, as
Nuribers 6:: 22-27: “And.the LorD spake
s, saying, Speak tnto. Aaron (the high priest)
‘song, saying, On this  wise ye shall bless
ldeen. of Israel, say1ng unto them, The LORD
“and -keep- thee; the LORD. make his face
upon'»thee and be gracious unto thee: the LorD
; up);hls countenance upon thee and glve thee peace.

nd I w1ll bless them ” The nat1on of Israel

“that of Israel's high priest, namely: “And as many
-according to this rule, peace be on them, and
‘and upon the Israel of God.”—Gal. 6 : 16.

The law covenant through- Moses also. gave the
1tlineg of prayer to be made in recognltlon of God’s
oodness every. third year at the time an Israelite
rought the tlthes of hls increase before the altar of
the Lord at the temple. ' This included a confession of
fa1thful obedlenee to.God and closed with the petition:
“Look down from. thy -holy habitation, from heaven,
and bless'thy people Isrdel, and the land which thou
hast given ug; as thou swarest unto our fathers, a land
‘floweth with milk and honey.”—Deut. 26 : 1-15.
Thie medlator of the law covenant with Israel,
es, Was an.: outstandmg man of .prayer with God.
uring the forty-year Journey through the wilderness,
‘when God signaled for the camp’to move, Moses always
nowledged Him before and after the move.
pass, ‘when the ark set forward, that
) ; Rise- up, LoRD, and let thine enemies be
‘se ttered and let them that hate thee flee béfore thee.
d: whetl it rested, he said, Return O LorDp, unto the
rany thousands ‘of Israel », (Num 10 : 85, 36) When
! :t_en plagues were visited upon Egypt Moses several
imes entreated God. at the request of Pharaoh for the
fting of the plagues. (Ex. 8 :9,28-30; 9 : 27-33; 10 :
“18)- At Mount. Sinai, “when the Israelites sinned
_gamst the Lord by the worship of a golden calf, Moses
acted as intercessor. He besought the Lord to spare the
,‘,*people upon whom His name was called, and that for
'Hls name’s sake. (Ex.32:11-14,20-24) Later the mur-
.murmg of the Israelites against Jehovah at the false,
discouraging report of ten-of the spies back from the
. lsed_Land also required the intervention of Moses.
o -(Num;. 14 : 13:19) The Ninetieth Psalm bears the
o _tltle “A prayer of Moses, the man of God”; and the

,-10 What ‘instruction respectirg prayer did it.give in connection with offer-

ing tithes?
11. What is Lhele in the Record and i the Psalms to show that Moses was
an outstanding man ol prayer, and in this whom did he preligure?
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" Christ Jesus.

- and vpreﬁgured the new nation. of spiritual
le:apostle’s blessing upon whom corresponds

“And -

“thou reignest over all;

next psalm is understood to be Moses compos1tlon too :
It closeés with this promise from God to ‘his Zehosen
people: “He- shall call upon me, and I will answer him:.

1 will be with him in trouble; T will deliver- h1m “and

honour him. With long life will I satisfy him, and
shew him my salvation.” (Ps. 91 : 15, 16) Moses. was

. ingpired fo declare himself a type or prophetic ﬁgure

of a greater prophet -and mediator o' come, namely,
This One also proved to be a mlghty"
1ntercessor and man of prayer —Deut. 18 :-15:19; Acts :
3: 20 23, ‘ S

KINGS' AND PROPHETS AS EXAMPLES

12 The psalms composed by the shepherd- k1ng Davm'-,
show where he belongs in the qtudy of this subject;
and David was a type of the Good- Shepherd the King -
of kings, Christ Jesus. Psalm 72 ends. with the words:
“The prayers of David the son of Jesse are.ended.””
The prophet Samuel, who anointed the shepherd-boy..
David to be Israel’s future king, said o the Israehtes
when they had asked and been given a human king:
“Mor¢over, as for me, God forbid that I should sin
against the Lorp in ceasing to pray for you but I
will teach you the good and the right way,” Samuel
prayed for the nation because they were God’s dove-
nant people and his visible Theocratic organization
upon whom the name of Jehovah was called. “For the
Lord will not forsake his people for his great name’s
sake; because it hath pleased the LORD to make you
his people.”—1 Sam. 12.: 22, 23.

18 David’s public prayer shortly before “his death '
when turning over the kingdom and the temple pre-
parations to his son Solomon, glorifies the true Theo-
cracy and universal domination of God. Coneerning: .
this it is written: “Wherefore David blessed-the LORD -
before all the congregation: and David said, Blessed
be thou LorD God of Israel our father, for ever-and
ever. Thine, O LoRD, is the greatness, and the power,
‘and .the glory, and the victory, and the majesty: for
all that is in the heaven and in the earth is thine; thine
is the kingdom, O LoORrD, and thou art exalted as head
above all. Both riches and honour come of thee, and
and in thine hand is power and
might; and in thine hand it'is to make great, and to
give strength unto all.  Now therefore, our God, we
thank thee, and praise thy glorious name 1 Chron.,..
29 :10-13. ' e

14 At the dedication of the completed temple Klng.
Solomon publiely offered up praise and thanksglvmg
to God, and a fervent petition for the blessing-and: pro-:
tection of His chosen natlon and for prosper1ty on the

12: (a) What compositions reveal David as a man of, prayer, and whom ‘did
he typify? (b) At the time of the nation’s switchover to a’ kmgdom what-
pogsition did Samuel take as respecti prayer?

13. When turning over the kingdom’ to Solomon what did Davld offer up
to God, and what did it specially glorify?

14. At the dedication of the temple what did Solomon offer up to God, and
how did it close?



worship of Jehovah at the place where he had put his
" name. He added: “And let these my words, wherewith
I have made supplication before Jehovah, be nigh unto
. Jehovah our God day and night, that he maintain the
- cause of his servant, and the cause of his people Israel,
- as every day shall require; that all the peoples of the

“earth may know that Jehovah, he is God; there is none -

else.” - (1 Ki. 8 : 14-60, Am. Rev. Ver.) Among the
successors of Solomon to the throne who also offered
-supplication and praise to the Most High the Record
_.includes kings J ehoshaphat, Asa, Hezekiah and J osiah.

15 The royal rulers of the nation were not alone in

'ex‘er-cising this privilege toward God; those of the.

‘people thereof did also. In hig discussion of the sub-
ject the apostle James writes: “Confess your faults
one to another (not to a priest in a confessional box),

and pray one for another, that ye may be healed. The

effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth
-much. Elias was a man subject to like passions as
Wwe are, and he prayed earnestly that it might not rain;
- and it rained not on the earth by the space of three
years and six months. And he prayed again, and the
heaven gave rain, and the earth brought forth her
fruit.” (Jag. 5 :16-18; 1 Ki, 17:1; 18 : 42-44) Dur-
ing the drought Elijah’s part in raisinig a widow’s son
to life was accomplished with supplication to Jehovah.
—1 Ki. 17 : 19-24. : :
. 18 Elijah’s successor was also much given to calling
upon the Lord. .. His cry at the edge of the Jordan
~after he had smitten its waters, “Where is the Lord
God of Elijah?”’ was answered by Elijah’s God with

the dividing of the river waters to permit Elisha’s

passage. When he was used of Almighty God to raise
- the Shunammite’s son from the dead, “he went in
therefore, and shut the door ‘upon them twain, and
prayed unto the Lorp.” The miracle followed. At
* Dothan, when his YOung servant cried out in terror at
the enemy host surrounding them and threatening
their destruction, “Elisha prayed, and said, Lorp, 1

pray thee, open his eyes, that he may see: And the

-LLorD opened the eyes of the young man; and he Saw:
and, behold, the mountain was full of horses and char-
~ iots of fire round about Elisha.”  Again the prophet
prayed, and the Syrian hosts were smitten with open-
eyed blindness, as Elisha led them into the camp of the
Israelites. (2 Ki. 2 :14; 4 : 83-85; 6 : 17-20) Elisha

- and his predecessor Elijah were both used of God to- .

foreshadow Jehovah’s “strange work” through hig
faithful witnesses in these modern times before he
brings in the New World in completeness. The com-
munication of those ancient men with the God of
heaven shows that the work of Jehovah’s witnesses in

156. Who elsé besides the Israelite kings offered prayer, and what does the
apostle James testily concerning Elijah as doing so0?
16. (a) What instances are theye showing Elisha was a man of prayer?

(b) What wene Elijah and Elisha used to foreshadow, and what did their
recourse to prayer indicate concerning this?
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- ary of the ‘prophet” Moses, was an’ example of pat
-endurance with integrity toward God: Heé. drew-y

120, 21; 42 : 8, 10. '

.....

these days cannot be effected by them without likew
calling upon God for help, protection and blessi

17 Other men of Israel who figure _IimeiIi_e“n yi
panorama of prayer are Job, Jonah, Habakkuk,"
miah, Ezra, Nehemiah, and Daniel. -Job, a co o1

to Jehovah both in prosperity and. in affliction;
after his restoration. He is 3 pictorial represent:

of all humans who maintain their integrity during t
time when wickedness is permitted and who are the
by. accounted worthy of life in the New World.: - -J
was instructed to act as intercessor for self-sty
friends who had wrohged him - grievously: and- th
Record tells us: “And the Lord turned the captivity o
Job, when he prayed for his friends: also the Liox

gave Job twice as much as he had before.”—Job 1

18 Jonah had the unique experience of liftihgf g
heart and voice to Almighty God from the belly of
sea-monster. From that living submarine he “Wa
heard; and concerning this the account says: “Then
Jonah prayed unto the LorD his God out of the fish’s
belly, and said, I cried by reason of mine affliction unto . -
the Lorp, and he heard me; out of the belly of hell. ©
[ (margin) out of the belly of the grave] cried I, and- .
thou heardest my voice.” In being delivered from'that -
tomblike condition Jonhah primarily pictured Christ
Jesus, who was raised from the dead on the third day +.
to be'the King of the New World. In praying-down'in
the depths of the sea he also pictured the remnant.of
the members of the body of Christ’s followers. - Thege
were apparently the “children of death” in 19138, ‘biit: -
were brought forth from their sepulchral condition of
Christian inactivity in 1919. (Jonah 2 : 1,2; Ezek. 87
1-14)  Thereafter such remnant, like Jonah, - applic
themselves to the work of preaching God’s message -
the nations threatened with destruction at the batt
of Armageddon by the “strange act” of God. (Jons
8: 1-10)  Those Ninevites who repented at Jonah'y
preaching escaped destruction which came upon Nine~
veh in due time. Persons now repenting at the mess .
sage of Jehovah’s witnesses will be spared by Jehovalls. > %
executioners at Armageddon to find everlasting life in-oo

the New World. o U
19 Jeremiah also found it necessary to seek the face " -
of the Lord who sent thig prophet to bear witness to. - =
His name and purpose, (Jer. 32 :16; 7:16; 14 : 115 -
42 :4) For forty years Jeremiah declared the day of
God’s vengeance against hypocritical religionists: and
their temple and city, for the vindication of J ehovah’s -

17. “What instances aré there to show whether \Job engaged in brairér " an
whom did he pictorialy represent? Lo SRR,
18, Where is Jonah recorded as praying? and whom did he picture’ there and’
also in preaching to Nineveh thereafter ? . o R
15. (a) Why was it necessary for Jeremiah to pray? and whom did he pie= S
ture? (b) What prayer did Habalkuk offer? and what did’ Hosea and. Joel " =
urge God's people to do? . - . ‘ T



n thls J eremlah plctured the Lord’s witnesses
ged in h1s strange work” which wains of his
act” of destruction upon religious “Christen-
s tribulation of Armageddon.. The prophet
k ‘foretold -of like destruction upon the hypo-
_ehglous ‘organization. His thrilling descrip-
hapter three, of God’s ‘strange act” at the
d:of the world is headed or introduced by the
“A prayer of Habakkuk the prophet upon Shig-
f:[(ma'rgi'n)' or, according to variable songs;

dmation at the vision indeed constitutes a prayer
:Jehovah’s faithful remnant and their companions
pray, that Jehovah may avenge and vindicate his
me upon his enemies before bringing in the New
‘orld in its fullness. The prophets Hosea and Joel
horted  God’s people caught in .the snare of religion
to turn to hlm with supplications for his mercies and
T help to walk ‘thereafter according to His covenant.
o814 : 1, 2; Joel 2 : 15-17.

20 Fzra, t_he seribe and priest, was one ~Who joined
remnant of Jews that had left their exile in Baby-
len and returned to the Holy Land to rebuild the
temple on Zion’s hill. Rather than require a military
escort from-the ruler of Babylon, Ezra reports, “so we
fasted and besought our God for this; and he was
entreated of-us.” They safely reached the temple site
without incident. Among the restored remmant of
Jehovah's people Ezra found conditions that deserved
to be laid before the Lord God. The Record reads:
“Now: when. Ezra had prayed and when he had con-
ssed weeping and casting himself down before the
ouse of God, there assembled unto him out of Israel
very'great congregation of men, and Women, and
rildren: for the people wept very sore.’ Then the
-oublesome matter was straightend out in harmony
lth God’s law.—Ezra 8 : 22, 23; 10i: '

'ndltlon of the remnant that had quit Babylon to go
';Worshlp and serve Jehovah in the land which he
riven- them. Very much depressed at the news
nght-to him, Nehemiah says: “And it came to pass,
T heard these words, that I sat down and wept,
1id mourned certain -days, and fasted, and prayed be-
~fore the God of heaven.” Repeatedly he asked the
Lord to be attentive to his prayer that he might be

‘used of him toward the betterment of the state of the

o remnant " His prayer was answered, and he was used

- for. the rebuilding of the wallg of Jerusalem. While
, -‘,engaged in that work, with enemies all round about
- threatening violence, Nehemiah says, “nevertheless we
- made our prayer unto our God, and set a watch against
“~ them day and night, because of them.” In surprising

20. On ‘what” two special occasions did Ezra pray to God? and with what
results ?

21:; What special record. of prayer is made concerning Nehemiah abroad and
at Jerusalem, and its results?

‘in the manner of an ode].” (Hab. 3 : 1) His.

K Nehemlah was another one concerned about the

-gide of the altar of incense.
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time. the city walls were raised up between the -Jew's
and the enemies.—Neh. 1 :4, 6, 11; 4:9; 6 : 15. ‘
22 The great test that Ied to Damel’s being cast mto ’
the lion’s:den for his faithfulness came because he wag
a man who could not be restrained from prayer to God.
His enemies had the decree framed limiting all prayer
for thirty days to King Darius of Medo-Persia. Then
Daniel knowingly “went into his house; and his ‘win-
dows being open in his chamber toward Jerusalem, he
kneeled upon his knees three times a day, and prayed,
and gave thanks before his God, as he did aforetime”. -
Daniel’s course of open and known communion with God .
despite heathen decrees was approved by the great.
Judge of all in that He rescued Daniel from the lion’s
fangs. (Dan. 6 : 10, 21-27) Suppllcatlon to. God also
brought to Danlel the recovery and 1nterpretat10n of
Nebuchadnezzars lost dream of the terrible metallic
image. (Dan. 2: 16-19) Prayer also preceded the
revelation to Daniel of the seventy weeks of years lead-
ing up to. Messiah the Prince’s appearance on earth
(Dan. 9 : 3, 4, 20-27) ; also the marvelous prophecy as
to the hostlhtles of “the king of the north” and “the
king of the south” at the “time of the end”, and the
standing up of the mighty Prince of God’s people to
bring in the New World.—Dan. 10 :2, 8, -12; 11
1-45; 12 :1-18. - '
28 After the flight of several centuries from Malachi,
the last of the old Hebrew prophets, there appeared
another prophet, who was a miniature fulfillment of
Malachi’s prophecy concerning Elijah. (Mal. 4 : 5, 6;
Matt. 11 : 18, 14; 17 : 10-13)  This favored prophet
was John the Baptist, the forerunner of the true Seed
of Abraham upon whom all blessings for all families of
the earth rest. John’s father was a man of faith and
prayer. That is sure from the Record: “According to
the custom of the priest’s office, his lot was to burn
incense when he went into the temple of the Lord.

.And the whole multitude of the people were praying .

without, at the time of incense. And there appeared

unto him an angel of the Lord, standingr on the right-
And when Zacharias saw
him, he was troubled, and fear fell upon him. But the
angel said unto him, Fear not, Zacharias: for. thy -
prayer is heard; and thy wife Elisabeth shall bear thee

a son, and thou shalt call his name John. ”—Luke 1: ‘
9-18.

2 John grew up in the deserts till his testimony
concerning Jehovah’s purpose and the coming of the.
Messiali was due to begin. Disciples or learners gath-
ered about John at his preaching. He baptized the
repentant ones in water. Among other -things, he
showed them their relationship to God and instructed °

22. Into what trialsome experience did prayer lead Daniel? and what resp-
onses were given to his prayers on other occasions?

23. Who was sent as a miniature fulfillment of Malachi’s plophecy concern- -
ing Elijah, and what shows his father was a man of prayer?

2¢. Who gathered about John the Baptist, and what proof is there that he
taught them to pray? L



© Jesuy’, followers asked the Master for like 1nstrurct10n,
_as. recorded “And it came to pass, that as he was
" praylng in. a certain place;, when he ceased, one of his

also taught: his’ disciples.” (Luke 11 :1):
unto him; Why do the disciples of John' ‘fast often, and

_make prayers, . . ..but thine eat and drlnk‘?” Luke
5 ‘33) Jesus’ then explained Why they did not fast

. 25 All. the: above-noted men lived and died before

J ésus’ death and resurrection and -ascension, to heaven.
Upon what basis, then, could thoge men draw nigh to
“God in prayer and find a hearing ear and answer from
‘Him? . The religious belief is that any and all men

- anywhere and at.any time may offer a prayer. and, if
it is siricere and earnest, it will find its way to God and
be accepted of him. The Bible reply does not support
- that. The men whose prayers were accepted of old
© time Were ‘men of - faith in the true and living God,
: Jehovah Because they believed. in his existence and
supremacy, they also believed and depended upon his
-word,”  Hence they avoided religion and its worship of
demon gods and its acceptance of man’s ‘word, particu-
' larly the word of religious clergymen. They believed

\ “God’s word as it was added to by His further revela-~
'; tlons from time to time. .Always it pointed to the
: eomlng of his Seed, the Dehverer and the creating of a
“new world: - So- they did not fall in with the schemes
and policies of men regarding this old world under
demon rule. In hope of the new world they walked
-according to God’s word and devoted themselves to

o -:pleasin'g him. Their faith and devotion to God and -

.’his purpose brought them a measure of righteousness
or justification, which then made them acceptable with
God.  Such justification was a picture of-the true

-justification that should come to Chrlst’s fa1thfu1 fol-

lowers ~~Rom. 4 : 22-25,°

726 Fyom- Moses tlme forward till'Christ those whose

prayers God recogmzed were. faithful members of his

© . chosen’ people of Israel. They were in relationship with
the Most High God by the covenant of his law given
through Moses the mediator. . Thus they were persons

" .in covenarit bonds with God and who were endeavoring
-to be: fa1thfu1 to the covenant by loving obedience.
Any who were aliens and strangers to the nation of

- Israel and outside its covenant must approach God
through hig orgamzed people and in the manner of wor-
ghip he had ordained in connection with his temple.
Only thus could strangers such as Rahab, the G1'beon—
ites, Jael, Ruth,.the Nethinim, the widow of Zarephath,
Naaman the Syrian, Ebed-melech, and others, find any

_ favor from God and: any answer to prayer. To this

25 Upon what basm could the men of old before Moses draw near to God
in prayer -and get a hearing and answer?

- 96, TFrom Moses onward what further basis for offering acc‘eptable prayer
was there, and how only could. “strangers” approach God in prayer and
receive answer ? .
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"them as to approachlng and addressmg len Hence" -effect ng‘ Solomon sald-, wh

dlsc1ples ‘said-unto him, Lord teach us'to pray, as Jolin .
Others “said:

. earth, may know thy name, and fear thee;
.beople Israel, and may know that thls ho

. tence make long prayer: therefore ye shall réceive

"Luke 20 :

“Moreover concerning the stran
people Israel, but. is corne fromy
great name's -sake, and thy ‘
stretched out arm; - if they’ ‘conte
house; then hear thou from the ‘heavens
thy dwelhng place;- and. do- accordlng to
stranger calleth-to thee for;. ~that"all . pedplc

have built is called by thy name.” (2 Chron
Such provision for the “stranger” should b _
encouragement and. - ‘consolation to._ those: WhO
off from Jehovah and unacquainted with H1m
now are inclined to “seéek the Lord, if hfaply the
feel after h1m .and find him” —Acts 17 2’7

THE MASTER TI}ACHER ON THE QUESTION

27 The argument may be raised; that thev-a
related cases of ‘communication between God- and
were before the coming of Christ J esus and that sin
his coming the conditions respecting prayer have
radically changed -and all formality has been’ cast out
Those arguing so.depend heavily .on' Jesus” conderit
tion of the procedure of the Jew1sh rehglonlsts of.
day. They quote his words: “And When thou prayest
thou shalt not be as the hypocrltes are: for they love
to.pray standmg in the synagogues and in the corn
of the streets, that they may be seen ‘of ‘men. V
I say unto you, They have their reward: But tho
when thou prayest enter into thy closet, and wh
thou hast shut thy door, pray to thy Father whflc: ‘
in secret; and thy Father which seeth in sécre S
reward thee openly But when ye pray, use not va
repetitions, as the heathen do: for they think th-a’ :
shall be heard for their much speaklng Be 'no
therefore like unto them: for your Father -
what things ye have need of; before ye ask hi
this manner therefore pray ye: Our. Father W
in heaven; Hallowed be thy name. ‘Thy klng
Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven.
this day our daily bread. ‘And. forgive us our
we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into
tation, but deliver us from-evil.” (Matt. 6  5-1
11 :1-4)  “Woe unto you, scribes.and. Pharlsees, -hyp
crites! for ye devour widows’ houses, and. for a

greater (condemnation).”—Matt. 23: 14 Mark 12

47; 18 1 9-11. :

.28 Are Jesus’ words to be understood as holdl'
down all prayer by his followers to prlvate pray T
observed by all-others, even by fellow (‘hrlstla )
his words cut out all "public prayer amld an. audlenc'

21. Smce Chrlst what radxcal argument may be made by some * concerm
prayer, and upon what words of Jesug do ‘they base their argument"

28. What questions, therefore arise -concerning ‘prayer? and why- may the ’-_;j
Bible record be expected to give satisfactory answers? |



“could: be observed by h1s enemles and
by them. to the hons‘? - Where
] b p sented ‘and how?

the Record which has the” approbation
of Jehovah God and his ngh Priest;
,That very Record closés with prayers
they can be read. by all:. “Eiven so, come,
: 'The grace of our- Tord Jesus- Chrlst be
: .“-'»-Amen 7 Rev. 22 :20;21;.  © .

he Samaritan woman at the well near Mount
,eéus said: “Woman, believe’ me, the hour
vhen ye shall nelther in thig mountam, nor
rusalem, WOI‘Shlp the’ Father.
,.and nowis, when the true Wbrshlppers shall
he ‘Father in spirit and in truth: for the
seeketh such to worship him: = God is a Spirit:
d-they that worsh1p him must worship himin spirit

h:

ricted: to any «city ‘or building. - It i is no longer need-
Daniel’s. case, to pray with one’s windows open
fac&‘turned toward the site of ancient Jerusalem.
ot neécéssary, as'in the case of worshippers in the
‘at . Jerusalem, to pray with the face westward
the Holy of ‘Holies. - Since the “Most High
Teth _not in temples made with hands”, one’s pos-
the. d1rect10n of petition and thanksglvmg need
'Ward any ‘earthly site.  One’s attention and

om +the rising of the sun even unto the going
of he same (from east to west). my name shall
1t ong the ‘Gentiles (the nations) ; and in

unto my name, and a pure offering: for my

osts Mal 1 oo T

-very begmmng of his earthly mlmstry as
“faithful and true witness” Jésus is observed
i, in the presence of John the Baptist. “Now

id; and the holy (spirit) descended in a bodily
ke a dove upon him, and 4 voice came from
on; - ‘which said, Thou art my beloved Son; in thee
Swell pleased & (Luke 3 : 21, 22) - That voice was
sponse. to Jesug’ petltlon The apostle Paul’s
t Hebrews 10 : 5-10; indicate that, while thus
g, Jesus had in mind Psalm 40 : 6-8: “Sacrifice
o ;erlng (of animals) thou didst not desire; mine

-

hat did Jesus say to the Samaritan woman at the well respecting. wor-
and what does this indicate as to posture, direction or place in offering

. hen was Jésus fivst observed in prayer and what ‘does the apostle Paul
“indicate was on Jesus’ mind at the time?
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© ears ha.stmtho'_u" opened: burnt offering and sin. Off,eringr""::;_

These and
ns ‘can be answered satlsfactorﬂy

But the hour -

th.” (John 4: 21, 28,24) The hour has come.
Worshlp of J ehovah God, including prayer, is not .

hould: be. to ‘the God .of heaven and earth.

. incense (accompanylng prayer) shall be .

be great among the heathen sa1th the -

the people were baptized, it came to pass, that.
being -baptized; and PRAYING, the heaven-

-9, 10; Rev. 5:8; 8:3, 4)

Vo

25 .

hast thou not required. Then said I, Lo, I come: in

. the volume of the book it is written of me, I delight. to-

do thy will, O my God; yea, thy law is within my .

heart.”
of himself to his- God and Father, Jehovah.

81 The Father s voice from heaven and the sendlng:

This was an expression of Jesus” consecration™

down ‘of his splrlt or active foree on Jesus was open.. .

proof of his’ acceptance of Jesus’ consecnatlon and the

offering of himself. Jesus’ attitude at his water bap-

tism was prayerful.

This shows his.followers that the -

occasion of being.immersed in water is a time of .sef- - -

ious consideration, one of looking to God and asking

for help to carry out what is symbolized by such bap- -

tism, namely, one’s consecration to God.

32 Jesus prayed to the Most High God Hls Father,* -
Jehovah. He did not pray to himself, which he would

earth. Hls God and Father was in hedven.”
during his earthly witness to God’s kingdom Jesus

offered supplication and thanksgiving to God. If Jesus:

were God Almighty Most High himself, then it wag

have been doing if he were & member of a religicus:’ |
" “trinity of three persons in- one God.” Jesus Was on

Regularly

foolish for Jesus thus to pray; for he would be praying - o
to himself and would be hypocrltlcal decelvmg any\_'. )
who heard and observed him at prayer on numerous

occasions.
up petition to God, for he is Jehovah’s. Son:

- It was fitting, however, for him to oﬂ"eri )

“who in
the days of his ﬂesh when he had offered up prayers-
and supplications with strong crying and tears unto-

him that was able to save him from death, and’ was. -

heard in that he feared; though he were a Son, yet

learned he obedience by. the things which he suffered;

and being made perfect, he became the author of
eternal salvatlon unto all them that obey him; called.

of God an high priest after the order of Melchisedec:” - -

(Heb. 5 :7-10)

The priest-king of old, Melchizedek, -

pubhcly prayed Jehovah’s blessing upon Abraham BT

Gen. 14 :18-20; Heb. 7 : 1. :
38 Tn the sermon on the mount Jesus’ Words .€on=

cerning prayer in secret did not mean that thenceforth u

Jesus did not go up as a Jew the three requlred times.

each year to the temple at Jerusalem and join in the

public prayers that were there offered by all the con-.

gregation at the time of oﬁ'ermg the incense. (Luke ¥:

Jesus’ .presence at such

feasts in Jerusalem is repeatedly reported. = As a Jew -

according to the flesh he was “made of a woman, made
under the law”, and said he: “Think not that I 4m
come to destroy the law, or- the prophets: I am not
come to destroy, but to fulfil.”

Accordingly he cons""

tinued celebrating the feast of the passover until the\_.

31 What do the Father’s voice and the descent of the spirit fherefme prove'l P

and what should be the attitude of Jesus’ followens atl time of water baptism?
82. What foohsh deductions respecting prayer does the
lead to, and why was it fitting for Jesus to pray to God

83. After Jesus’ words concerning praver in secret, wha.t about his 7 own
Joining in public prayer at the temple or offering up personal prayer there?

“trinity’”

doctrme -



 Jehoval’s universal domination was at stake.
. so? "Because Jesus is Chief Executive in the Govern-

26 -

paschal sacrifice was fulfilled in himself and he became
“Christ our passover”; (Gal. 4 : 4; Matt. 5 17; 1 Cor.
5:7) " :So it was that Jesus is reported at his last
- typical passover feast and as offering up in the hearing

: 7, of those come to the feast this request: “Now ig my

soul troubled; and what shall I say? Father, save me
from this-hour: but for this cause came I unto this
“Hour. Father, glorify thy name.” “Then came there
a voice from heaven, saying, I have both glorified it,
~and will glorify it again. The people therefore, that
stood by, and heard it, said that it thundered: others

SR _ said, An angel spake to him. Jesus answered and said,

This voice came not because of me, but for your sakes.”
(John 12 :20-30) Jesus did not violate his own in-
structions concerning secret prayer; for his Father
answered his public prayer with public response.
3¢ Jesus was anointed with God’s spirit to be the
King of the Government of the New World, and all his

. petitions to his Father were in behalf of that world to

come. - In Jesus particularly - the primary issue of
How

ment through  which God has chosen to exercise his
~-universal govereignty and through which -also he will
- foriever vindicate his blasphemed name. Satan the
Devil and would-be usurper of the universal domination
tried to destroy the Government at itg very root by
striving to make Jesus fail of worthiness of the king-
ship.. He used all his devilish arts and means to make
Jesus ¢ome to terms with him and break his faultless
‘Integrity toward the Most High God. But Jesus was
uncompromising toward God’s adversary. He proved
that Jehovah’s chief Son and. highest officer in His
universe was unbreakably loyal and faithful and true
to Him. To keep his grip on his integrity toward
Jehovah, Jesus drew on the divine strength by suppli-
cation to- Him. - This enabled him to vindicate hig
Father’s name and word by unswerving obedienece and
a correctneéss of course on earth. So he proved worthy
to exercise the powers of the New World government.
and vindicate Jehovah’s name at the battle of Armag-
eddon. For related reasons, namely, to keep integrity
and share with -Jesus in vindicating God’s name, his
faithful followers need likewise to resort to prayer.
'35 Jesus must have been praying behind no shut
door of a secret closet but in the hearing of others,
when that recorded at Luke 11 : 1, 2 occurred: “And
it came to pass, that as he was praying in a certain
place, when he ceased, one of his disciples said unto
him, Lord, teach us to pray, as John also taught his
disciples. And he said unto them, When ye pray say,
Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy
name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, as in

34. (a) How was the primary issue particularly at stake in Jesus, and why
would " this fact specially require brayer on his part? (b) Why, then, is it
appropriate for his followers to pray? .

35, - Where was Jesus’ praying when he was afterwards asked to teach his
disetples to pray, and what did he then show as to divinely guided prayer ?

-.covenant with- God, and hence were His people;

1. 57 December

heaven, so'in earth.”" Jesus-did not brush’
of prayer aside as- from. henceforth. an i
matter, governed by suddenly arising emerge
not having direetive objectives: . Tle . sh

World and its Governient which will cause God
to be hallowed in all creation. He did not teach
prayer be offered to his human mother or toa
after death, to act as intercessors. It should be-
up to the Creator of the New World. - --Address
Jehovah, not alone as God but in the new relation
“Our Father”, was by no means indicating that 4]
so-called “Fatherhood of God” toward all men ‘was no
established and that all men on- earth, as_ creatur
could approach God and address him as “Our Father
* Universal “Fatherhood of God” doctrine does not.
fit in with Jesus’ words to the religionists: “Ye are:
your father the devil, and the lusts of your father:
will do. He was a murderer from the beginning
abode not in the truth, because there is no truth
him. When he speaketh a lie, he speaketh of his oW
for he is a liar, and the father of it.” (John 8':44)..
Fatherhood of God did not apply to Cain, the brother
of Abel: “Not as Cain, who was of that wicked ovne,ﬁ-"";_
and slew his brother. And wherefore slew he him?
Because his own works were evil, and his brother’s
righteous.”—1 John 8 :12. - ' '

THE PRIVILEGE OF SONS » .
° Men. assume that, because they are -descended
from a creature of God, the first man Adam, they aré -
sons of God and may address him in petition as “0
Father.,” Contrariwise, this very form of approach
as introduced by Jesus shows who only may draw near
to God and make known their requests to him.. The -
disciples whom Jesus thus taught were, first of ‘a
members of the Jewish nation which was in-the 1
Al
these men had left all to follow the Son of God. Thus
besides what they were naturally as Jews by birth;
they were wholly consecrated to God as Jesus w:
They were men of faith in Jehovah God like their for
fathers Noah, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.. They b
lieved in God’s Word, and especially his promises con:
cerning the coming Messiah, or Christ, the Seed of -
Abraham. In expression of that belief-they fol}loWedii;
Jesus. He knew that God’s spirit was to be poured out "
upon all consecrated flesh of this kind and that these
would be begotten of God’s spirit to become his spirit-
ual children, spiritual Israelites; the children of the
One whom Abraham typified, Jehovah. As such pros-
pective children of God Jesus taught them to express
themselves to God as “Our Father”. The other Jews

36. When introducing the form of address
Jesus have been teaching the “I"atherhood of

37. By the address “Oar Father” what was Jesus really showing, and why
could he properly teach his disciples to pray thus to God? >

“Our.'Father“, \;vhy could not
God” toward all men?



m could- not use this prayer.
enr “He came unto his own, and
o] im not.  But'as many as received
n.gave he bower to become the sons of God,

-believe on his name: which were
0od, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of
man, but of God.”—John 1 : 11-18. _
spirit-begotten sons of God, being anointed

d proving faithful to death, are all to be asso-
vith Christ Jesus in the Government of the
d-  Rightly their prayer would be looking
hat coniing world and in the interest of God’s
om, The apostle Peter wrote to such, saying:

AN

W-heavens and a new earth, wherein dwelleth right-

ness.
thiigs, be diligent that ye may be found of him in
e, without ‘spot, and blameless.” (2 Pet. 3 : 13, 14)
| Sons niake up-the “Israel of God”, not after the
‘but after the spirit, and hence His “holy nation”.
Pet. 2':9) “Prior to Christ “Israel after the flesh”
s the .only nation having access to God during the
ime of their favor with him. Thereafter the “holy
tion”” of spiritual Israel was the only body of people

rileged to pray to Jehovah God as “Our Father” and
th answers in view,
ese spiritual sons of God continued down to the sett-
2 up of the heavenly Government of the New World
.D. 1914 and the coming of its King to the temple
reafter in 1918. Since then God’s favor has been

rangers” that lined themselves up with God’s chosen
ple of old.- Clearing up of the privileges of these
resent-day companions of the remnant of God’s “holy
nation” will be made later. '
3 In"addition to his words in the sermon on the
unt-Jesus gave some final instructions concerning
yerto-his disciples on the night of his betrayal and
est. THe said: “I am the way, and the truth, and
life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.
. I.go-unto my Father. ‘And whatsoever-ye shall
n iny"name,. that will T do, that the Father may
glorified in the Son. If ye shall ask any thing in
“name; I will do it. If ye abide in me, and my
ds_abide in you, ye shall ask what ye will, and it
1I'be done unto you. -Ye have not chosen me, but
T have chosen you, and ordained you, that ye should go

17'38\’". ’Ifbi;‘var_d WHat wbu\ldrvthe prayers.of his .disciples be looking, and till when

" has their privilege of prayer to God been exclusive?

089, What additional instructions concerning prayer did he give his disciples
. ‘on’the night of his betrayal and arrest? .
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vertheless,’ we, according to his promise, look for -

Wherefore, beloved, seeing that ye look for-

This exclusive privilege of -

-going ‘ouf to those who were foreshadowed by the

27

N

and bring forth fruit, a‘rid,fha‘t~"your fruit shoud re- -

main:  that whatsoever ye shall ask of the Father in -
verily, T

my name, he may give it you. . . . Verily,
say unto you, Whatsoever ye shall ask the Father in =
my name, he will give it you. Hitherto have ye asked:
nothing in my name: ask, and ye shall receive, i;hat. }
your joy may be full.”—John 14 : 6, 12-14; 15:7,16;
16 : 28, 24. - - o
4 After his conversation which included the above
words Jesus then, in the presence of the eleven faith-
ful disciples, “lifted up his eyes to heaven.” He prayed
for them, and for all those who would believe on Jeho-
valr God and Christ Jesus through their testimony or
witness. Then he led them out to the garden of Geth-
semane, where he prayed apart from them and received
strength to endure the supreme test just a.head.—Johnj.'
17 :1-26; 18 : 1; Matt. 26 : 36-46. S .
“'The sum of the above is this: Henceforth no
creature on earth could go to God with petition and .
have His recognition and answer unless he came by
way -of Christ Jesus and offered hig requests in the
name of the Son of God. Jesus’ faithful course of
integrity toward God even unto death proved him

worthy of a resurrection to life in the spirit and a.

~

return to his Father in heaven; and thereby Christ
Jesus was opening up a way for believing -humankind
to come to God. ' :

. % By his ransom sacrifice Jesus takes way the sin
of such believers, and by this they are made acceptable
to God as his children. Of old Moses was mediator
between Jehovah and Israel. Now Christ J esus, whom
Moses foretold and prefigured, is the “one mediator
between God and men” of spiritual Israel. Hence ap-
pbroach to the great Hearer of prayer may be, not
direct, but only through his Son. All prayer must be
offered up in his name. (1 Tim. 2 : 5. 6)° God does not
deny himself, neither does his' Son deny him; ang

-hence the above rules regarding prayer may not be by-

passed and ignored. To try to do so would be presump- -
tuous and would meet with no success. ,

48 The subject ig a large one, because it is important. .
We are at the portals of the New World, Men of good-
will desire and expect to enter into life everlagting in
that world without end. They are asking about the -
privilege and the proprieties of prayer. A related
article in the next succeeding issue of this magazine
will answer such questions.

40. Thereafter on that safne night what prayer did he himself offer?

41. What do Jesus’ above instructions show as to offering prayer heﬁceforth;
and how did he himself open up the way for it? .

42. Why thenceforth must all prayer be offered up in Jesus’ name? )
43. With whom does the subject of prayer next concern itself, and why? -



-+ the time of Israel’s

' o-exodus from bondage::
* journeyed to Egypt, and Aaron, as Moses’ mouthpiece,

Con-
g > temporaneous with Moses, Aaron’s course was
.;—;over—shadowed to -some extent by the leading ‘role
“played. by ‘his.better-known brother;: yet believers in

- history of the -typical Theocratic natlon

w2 'God’s Word will not loge. sight of Aaron s activities. at
birth as a typieal Theocracy, and -

" his duties relative to that nation’s worship of Jehovah,

, _‘ -ag- ordered af Mount Sinai and thereafter God- fear—
o ing Christians today will not.ignore this prophetlc his-
-, fory concerning the exodus and the wilderness trek,

-rémembering the apostle Paul’s declaration that it was

recorded particularly for Christians on earth at the

‘time -of the end’. (1 Cor. 10 :1-11)" As high priest

- Aaron - foreshadowed Christ Jesus alone, and at still

/= other times he pictured the anointed remnant on earth.
_ durlng these last: days of Satan’s rule.

- +-In 1598 B.C. Aaron was born, to Aniram and
' 'Jochebed in the land of Egypt. - In course of time he

o married Ellsheba and had four sons, Nadab, Abihu; -

 Eleazar, and Ithamar. - The first ‘mention - of Aaron
“appears .in the Divine Record at- Exodus 4 :14-16:

- “And the anger of Jehovah wags kindled against Moses,

arid he'said, Is there not Aaron thy brother the Levite?
I know that he can speak well.

will be glad in his heart.
him, and put the words in his mouth: and I will be with
thy. mouth, and with his mouth, and will teach you
‘what ye shall do. ‘And he shall be thy spokesman
unto the people; and it shall come to pass. that he shall
‘be to.thee a mouth, and thouv shalt be to him as God.”

% (A.R.V.). Moses had been called-by the Lord to be the

- deliverer of the Israelites from Egyptlan bondage, and

- he had raised the point that he was not “eloquent”, but-
"~ was

“slow of speech”. Aaron was provided  as h'ls

spokesman

Thereafter Aaron met Moses at the mount of God
:iMoses communicated to his brother all the things
- Jehovah had instructed as being preliminaries to the
Together the brothers then

. “spake all the words which the LorD had sooken unto
“Moses, and. did the s1gns in the sight of the people.”
(Ex, 4 :27- 31). Next in order were the appearances
before the haughty Egyptian Pharaoh. Aaron spoke
the Judgments of God ag instructed by Moses, and at
. the proper time stretched forth the rod of Moses that
signaled the start of- several of the plagues. Thus in
unity of action Aaron and Moses worked. Jehovah
.backed them up. The tenth plague left not one Egypt-
‘ian household without a death to mourn, and God’s
people Israel were hustled from that land of servitude.
D “Wherein are the foregoing acts of Aaron pro-
~ phetic? *Moses is a type of a. greater Deliverer, Christ
Jesus. (Acts 3:20-23)  In‘the above sequence of
events Aaron symbolizes Jehovah's witnesses living. in
" these last days of antitypical oppressive “Egypt”,
Satan’s world. - Now, at the time. of the end of that
world, Jehovah has sent forth His Greater Moses and
Deliverer, Christ Jesus, to rule. The King at the
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AARON ISRAEL’S FIRST HIGH PRIES :

ARON played 8 very 1mportant role in the early -

;_Mose‘s’_ rod, sy’mi’bol: of 'authlorit
nesses today act under-divine comma a

to do certain things in connection with . the pla

erably.

'Egypt the Israelites camped: before Mount

from God’s hand for the gu1dance of the typieal Tf

o And also, hehold, he -
"+ cometh forth to meet thee: and -when he seeth thee, he

R |
And thou shalt speak unto ion of the tabernacle was detajled and the fun.

‘was God’s choice for the tabernacle service, and Aa.

_against the rebels—Numbers 16, 17; Heb. 9 :4.

‘nificance.

.

temple uses the w1tnesses as’ h1 mouthp1eces
earth.  Jehovah chose the brother £ Mos

spokesman; in the fulfillment, He ha; 1
spiritual brethren: of: Christ to

in the gospel- preachmg work. - Moses

Jehovah has given Christ all-power to” plague S
orgénization, and he in turn’ conferg-authority’ 4
earthly remnant to perform certain.acts in
out Jehoval’s “strange work”. He ditects- the
peated sm1t1ng of the enemy orgamzatlon with
“arrows”. of truth whlch plagues the enemy con

In the third ‘month after their 1'i€béfat"“

Aaron, along with a limited few, was permitted -
proach with Moses toeward the mount, of God; and -
blessed with a vision of Jehovah’s glory. (Ex 24
10)  Thence Moses went up into the mount, wher
remained forty days. . He received- Theocratlc 1

cracy, and in addition was given minute mstructr
to the conduct of Theocratic-worship, The. con

of the priests serving therein were outlined. " To Aa
was appointed the position of high priest. Accordl
to God’s instructions, he was 1nducted 1nto that
office by Moses.—Leviticus 8. .

Aaron did not arrogate th1s hlgh pos1t10n to
gelf, nor was-he democractlcally voted into it b
rehglous college of cardinals; mno, but “called of
was he. (Heb.'5 : 4)© For forty years he $érved:
capacity, representing before the T.ord: the enti
twelve tribes. (Ex. 89 : 6-14) At times his’ author:
in the priestly office was questloned by thoge li
appreciation of Theocratic rule. Outstandini
rebellion of Korah, a fellow tribesméan; a Levite, -
earth itself opened up and swallowed Korah and-hi
congpirators - against God’s; anointed hlgh
Thereafter the congregation complamed agair
and Aaron and twelve rods representmg he tw
tribes were placed in the tabernacle, tha F
might indicate his choice. TUpan the rod- of Tev
Aaron’s name was written. On the morrow, when th
rods were brought forth from the tabernacley the v
bearing Aaron’s name had budded and’ blossomed\
yielded almonds.. Beyond all doubt the 'tribe of Levi

was high priest by divine right. The. budded rod o
Aaron was kept in the ark of the testimony as-a. toke“‘"

The duties of the high "priest are of prophetl
‘For example on the day of atonem
high priest offered ag sin- offerings a bullock and
presenting in the most holy-of the tabernacle theb '
of the animals. Herein Aaron is pictorial of J ehovah’ o
great High Priest, Christ Jesus, presenting his hfe: :
right as a human creature in the heavenly courts of
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150 -Aaron, and said-unto him, Up,
whieh shall 'go before us; for as for this
:man, that brought us-up out of the land of
e wot not what is become of him”. (Ex. 82 : 1)
eded:to. the popular demand-and practiced
".Thereafter; when -Moses came down from-the
t-and cried out, “Whoso is on Jehovah’s side, let
come, unto me,’” all the sons of Levi, including
n, ranged themselves alongside Moses. | Similarly,

at they looked to worldly rulers as “higher powers”,
148 regarding them in the position of gods. Like
ron, -they discerned their mistake, repented, and
it forward in- Theocratic service. (Isa. 26 : 13, 14)
This "shows that the Lord’s people must wait upon
broper ‘instructions from the King Christ Jesus, and
1ot try torun ahead of the Lord-and act on their own
esbonsibility - or- upon popular demand. '
. ~-On another occasion Aaron, along with his sister
Miriam, was guilty of trespass. Aaron and Miriam
ke against”Moses because of his marriage to an
bian woman, and went. so-far as to challenge the
ogitionif. which Jehovah had placed Moses, saying,
“Hath' the LORD indeed spoken only by Moses? hath
€ not spoken also by us?’ Jehovah heard this sedi-
tious: 'speech against the” Theocratic order, and took
tion suddenly.  The -three involved were brought
fore the.tabernacle, and Jehovah demanded of -Aaron
Miriam how it was that they dared speak against
es, seeing that He had exalted and used their
er-in'such a marvellous way. Then Miriam was
ricken with leprosy. Aaron quickly acknowledged
foolishness of his sin, pleaded with Moses for
iam’s sake, and Moses in turn besought the Lord,
. she might he healed.. Jehovah answered the
er of his servant.—Numbers 12,
L their fortieth year of wandering in the wilderness,.
Israelites eame unto Mount Hor. Aaron had lived
123 years; soon the Israelites would enter the
misedLand. - To Aaron and Moses Jehovah said:
ron. shall b& gathered unto his people: for he shall
: enter -into the land which T have given unto the
ch drén’ of Israel, because ye rebelled against my word
‘he water of Meribah. Take Aaron and Eleazar his
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1 “the people gathered them-

18 Jehovah’s people were tainted by religion in

A

29

son, and bring them up unto mount Hor: and strip
Aaron of his garments (of the high priest’s office), and
put them. upon Eleazer his son ¢ and Aaron shall be
" gathered unto-his people, and shall die there.,” (Num;
20 :23-29) -So it was. Aaron died in Mount Hor, and
his son Eleazar succeeded him in the office, of high -
priest. - This office was to go to the firstborn son, upon~ -
" the death -of thie high priest. .The two older sons of .
Aaron, Nadab and Abihu, were destroyed by the Lord
when they offered strange fire before Him'; hence Elea-
zar wag in line for the service privilege of being Israel’s .-
high priest. Aaron was likely buried by his brother
and ‘son, and for him Israel mourned thirty days.—.
~Num. 20 :29; 8338, 39. C o o
The name “Aaron” means “lofty”. Jehovah’s High
Priest Christ Jesus.occupies the most exalted posi-
tion in the universe, next to Jehovah, being placed at
the head of the capital organization. ~ Also, the name’
means - “enlightened”. Christ Jesus said: “I am the
light of the world”; and the remmant of the royal
priesthood have been called out of the darkness of this

world and into the marvelous light of The Theocracy. -

(1 Pet. 2:9 Remember, Aaron could “speak well”.
Today Jehovah’s witnesses are instructed and enlight-
ened by Jehovah God and the Greater Moses, and they
must be diligent to speak the Lord’s judgments against
the modern-day “Egypt”, and offer instruction. in ‘the "
true worship of God. to all men 'of good-will. The
" priests in Israel were the ones responsible for educating
the people in God’s laws and commandments. The
people degiring to have Theocratic education looked to -
them, realizing that Jehovah had ordained the priests -
for such service. Malachi 2 : 7 states: “The priest’s
lips should keep knowledge, and they should seek the
law at his mouth: for he is the messenger of the Lorp
‘of hosts.” Now, Jehovah’s witnesses must use their
lips to speak the truth and to feed many, carrying on a
campaign of free Theocratic edueation among men of = -
good-will. (Prov. 10.:21) As Aaron acted closely with
Moses as his mouthpiece, the ‘witnesses now on earth
must declare the testimony of Jesus Christ that is
‘committed to them. (Rev. 12 :17) Their service ag .
“mouthpieces” is assured of ‘success by Jehovah God.
(Isa. 59 :21) When their ‘speaking’ is completed .
and the “other sheep” are gathered, then the Almighty -
God, through Christ, will speak in His wrath to the
“goats” that spurned the message his witneses de-
clared. (Ps. 2 :5)  Wicked men will understand the

_ language of force and destruction that He will level

against them at Armageddon. -

\HE: sacred Scriptures abound with statements to
~the effect that in times past Jehovah God came
=% - =7 to earth, was present, and appeared and revealed

~~himsélf te men. They also state that in times future
Will. come, appear and reveal himself on earth to
nkind: . The second coming of his Son Jesus Christ
-is also promised. Suppose now we were to take the
“-stand: that for Jesus to come again and be present on
~earth he must leave his celestial location and bodily

THE PRESENCE OF JEHOVAH

take a position in the atmosphere of our earth. What
then? Then, in considering- scriptures referring to .-
Jehovah’s coming and presence, consistency with our-
selves ‘would compel us to reason that He, too, must
leave his supreme throne and be bodily present in the
earth, : R
It would be highly unreasonable and presumptuous
to take such a view regarding Jehovah. His power
is so great, and his person so wonderful, that these
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e ‘words: aré addressed to him:

“The heaven and heaven
of heavens cannot contain thee.” Mindful of that, King
- Solomon’ further said: “Will God indeed dwell on the
earth?” (1 Ki. 8 : 27) The Bible definitely locates the
throne of Jehovah in heaven: “The LORD’S throne is
in heaven.” (Ps. 11 :4) From his holy heaven he
sees those who love him; and upon them he has put
his love.  Hig all-seeing vision and his far-reaching
‘power know no llmlts, but ‘can penetrate the deepest
’depths of the universe.—Ps. 20 : 6.

To Jehovah space is nothing. Therefore the
psaltnist exclaimed: “Whither shall I g0 from thy

spirit? or whither shall I flee from thy presence? If -
. I aseend up into heaven thou art there:

if I make my
bed in hell (the grave) behold, thou art there..
" take the wings of the morning, and dwell in the utter-
most parts of the sea; even there shall thy hand lead
me, and thy right hand shall hold me. .

as the day: the darkness and the light are both alike
to thee.” (Ps. 139 :7-12) This psalm surely does not

mean that the Lord Jehovah needs to travel about from-

one point to another; but means that in the exercise
of his power he does so Wlthout limitation, and that his
power of vision is in no wise limited.
‘ It is also written, at Psalm 113 : 6, that He con-
descends to look from his place of habitation from
heaven to earth: “Who humbleth himself to behold the
things that are in heaven, and in the earth!” If, then,
" as this scripture declares, Jehovah humbles himself at
merely beholding earth’s affairs, the conclusion is in-
" evitable that he does behold such affairs in the earth.
Shall we think, then, it is necessary that he humble

himself still further by actually leaving his throne and

visiting the earth with his bodily. presence? _To do so
would be beneath the dignity and majesty of the Most
High God and would indicate that there is some limit-
ation to his power and to the broadness of his organi-
.zation.  Of course, Jehovah might bodily visit any
part of the realm of his universe that he desires, but
it would be attaching undue importance to our physical
earth to claim that only his bodily coming fulfills the
letter of his promise.

We must know that the all-w1se and all-powerful
~Jehovah has a perfect and complete organization.. The
Scriptures show that he has such an organization to
take care of all his universe. He delegates duties to
. the various members of his organization who go as his
representatives., They act, speak and treat for him
and in his name by his authority. By this arrange-
ment it is the same in effect as if Jehovah himself went
and acted personally. It is in his name and by his
power and under his direction that these heavenly
representatives perform ‘their dufies. What more
could be necessary than this to see that the thing that
God willed is always done!

God is the great Spirit, the Creator of heaven and
earth; and his glory, majesty and power are above

earth and heaven, declares Psalm 148 : 13. The direct”

presence of God’s person at the earth is not a vital
thing to the carrying out of his purpose. It is there-
fore clear that Jehovah may be spoken of as coming
and being present wherever he turns his face or atten-
tion and exerts his power over long distances or else

I I-

Yea, the
darkness hideth not from thee; but the night shineth_

Sinai.

-that very time God was using hig messengers or an

sends some representatlve to handle h'1s
him. In support of this conclusmn let us
some scriptures, because by his Word we m
all things. :

His chosen people were domlcﬂed in Egyp
were in bondage to that wicked organization
Devil and were afflicted. Jehovah heard the
and saw their afflictions, and it is plainly- stat
he came down to deliver them from their ‘opptes
“And the LorD said, I have surely séen the affli
of my people which are in Egypt, and have hear
cry by reason of their task-masters; for I.kno
sorrows; and 1 am come down to dehver them o
the hand of the Egyptians.” (Ex. 8:7,78) ~ Shoul
conclude because this language is so emphat"'
Jehovah must leave his throne in heaven and- 20
Egypt in person and in body? Such would be unrea-
sonable. Examine the context in the book of Exodiis

and it will show you that it was \actually an angel?‘
whom Jehovah sent that was speaklng fgal;

and wilderness, and halted them at the base of Mo

Exodus 19 : 8 reads: “And Moses went up u

God, and the LoRD called unto him out of the mo

tain.” Jehovah then spoke a message to Moses of an¢
concerning his chosen people Israel. “And the LORD
said unto Moses, Lo, I come unto thee in a thick cloud,
that the people may hear when I speak with thee, and
believe thee for ever. And Moses told the words of
the people unto the LoORD.” Moses then instructed
the people: “Be ready against the third day: for the
third day the LorD will. co'Vne down in the sight of all
the people upon mount Sinai.”. “And mount Sinai was
altogether on a smoke, because the LORD descended
upon it in fire: and the smoke thereof ascended as the
smoke  of a furnace, and the whole ‘mount quaked
greatly. And the LORD came down upon mount Sinai;
on the top of the mount: and the LorD called Mé es
up to the top of the mount; and Moses went- up ” E
19 :9, 11, 18, 20.

Centuries later the prophet David, under 1nsp
tion, wrote concerning the above event: “0O God, wh
thou wentest forth before thy people when thou di
march through the wilderness; . . . the earth ‘she
the hesdvens also dropped at the presence of God: even
Sinai itself was moved at the presence of God, the' od
of Israel.”—Pg, 68 : 7, 8.

The above scriptures speak of Jehovah ag commg
down from heaven, of being present, and of speaking
to his servants and to the people. Do such scriptures
mean his bodily presence, that he was personally there
on the mountain lnstead of acting from his g
throne? The scripture context shows he was tHere
represented by his messengers or angels to whom-
had delegated the power and -authority to- speak
him and in his name. His Word plalnly shows t

in his deahng with the Israelites. The apostle Pau
such an understanding of it when he wrote conceri
the Lord’s inauguration there of the law cover
with Israel. Paul said: “It was ordained by angels in




a mediafor.” (Gal. 3 :19) He again made

pokén by angels was stedfast, and every
on’ and ‘disobedience received a just recom-
ward,” . : :
further proof- of the intermediacy of angels,
63 :9 reads: “In all their affliction he was
ed, -and the angel of his presence saved them:
e and in his pity he redeemed them.” In in-
g Moses and the Israelites concerning his lead-
d said: “Behold, I send an Angel before thee, to
thee*in theé way, and to bring thee into the place
| I have prepared.” (Ex. 23 :20) ~Later, when
s had finished pleading with Jehovah in behalf
¢ Israelites who had transgressed with a golden
of worship, the Lord commanded Moses: ‘“There-
e now go, lead the people unto the place of which
have spoken unto thee: behold, mine Angel shall go
before thee.” (Ex. 32 : 34) TUndoubtedly the meaning
‘that this angel would accompany them en route to
» - To the same effect Exodus 33 : 14-16 reads: “And
he said, My presence shall go with thee, and I will give
thee rest.- And he said unto him, If thy presence go
not with me, carry us not up hence.” This presence
entioned undoubtedly refers to the Lord Jehovah’'s
g present, not in. person bodily, but by his duly
nstituted and authorized angelic representative. In
é wilderness experience thereafter of Moses and the
raelites the Lord is repeatedly spoken of as come or
coming -down. Note Numbers 11 : 25: “The LORD
came down in a cloud, and spake unto him, and took of
the spirit that was upon him (Moses), and gave it unto
e seventy- elders.” Numbers 12 : 5: “And the LoORD
came down in.the pillar of the cloud, and stood in the
door -of the tabernacle, and called Aaron and Miriam:
and they both came forth.” - .
- Later, King Balak of the Moabites hired the un-
faithful prophet Balaam to curse the Israelites. Then
“what happened? “And God came unto Balaam, and
said, What men are these with thee? And God came
unto Balaam at night, and said unto him, If the men
me to call thee, rise up, and go with them; . . . And
laam said unto Balak, Stand by thy burnt offering,
I will go: peradventure the LorD will come to meet
* (Num. 22:9, 20; 23:3)  All the foregoing..
riptures say that during the period of His presence
shovah God came or came down on a number of occa-
ons,  Such scriptures surely should not be taken
' meaning-that on each of these occasions” God left
's heayvenely throne and thereafter went back to
Heaven, and then came down from heaven again, and
returriet? again when his mission was finished! God
was represented by the presence and acts of the angel
of his presence. Reasonably we must conclude that the -
power of Jehovah is such that he would exercise it
without regard to distance or the location of his own
body. .
. * In the Secriptures written before Christ the word
“presence” is in most cases translated from the Hebrew
word meaning “the faee”. - This word is in turn derived
from the verb meaning “to turn”, because the face is
viewed as the part of the body that turns either toward
or away from an object. From experience we know
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same event in° Hebrews 2 : 2, saying:

“bodily presence of Jehovah.

81

that if the one whom we are addressing turns his back: . -
upon us it indicates a refusal to hear, or disfavor.
When the face is turned toward us it is an indication

of hearing or attention. "Hence this word is frequently
translated by the words countenance, face, - sight.
Whithersoever Jehovah may turn his face, there he
becomes present, not bodily, but by reason of turning
his view and attention to the matters or affairs iipon
which his eyes rest, ' o

Of course, there are other scriptures where the
word “presence” evidently refers not merely to the
face or to having God’s attention but to being literally
face to face with him, right é}n the spot, and.in the

his conclusion is borne
out in the following scriptures: “Now there was a day
when the sons of God came to present themgelves be- -
fore the L.orD, and Satan came also among them. . . : .
So Satan went forth from the presence of the I.oRD.”
(Job1:6,12; 2:1,7) “In thy presence is fulness of
joy; at thy right hand there are pleasures for ever-
more.”—Ps. 16 : 11. : '

In the writings of the Christian apostles and com-
panions there are similar cases where the word pres- -
ence is in many instances drawn from the word fgce
and where it implies more than merely having atten-
tion. As examples of this, note Luke 1 :19: “And
the angel, answering, said unto him, I am Gabriel, that
stand in the presence [ (literally).in the face] of God;
and am gent to speak unto thee, and to shew thee these .
glad tidings.” Hebrews 9 :24: “For Christ is not
entered into the holy places made with hands, which
are the figures of the true; but into heaven itself, now
to appear in the presence of God for us.” -Jude 24:
“Now unto him that is able to keep you from falling,
and to present you faultless before the presence of his
glory with exceeding joy.” In this and the preceding
paragraph presence refers to being personally on the
spot. However, an examination of other scriptutes
shows that presence could not always reasonably and
necessarily carry with it the thought of bodily situa-
tion. We are not arguing that Jehovah could not be
personally present. The argument is that he might
personally be present and might not, and in neither
instance would his power be limited or confined.

In giving instruction to Moses regarding the priest-
hood of Israel Jehovah God said: “Speak unto Aaron
thy brother, that he come not at all times into the holy .
place within the veil before the mercy seat, which is
upon the ark; that he die not: for I will appear in the
cloud upon the merey seat.” (Lev. 16 : 2) The cloud -
here mentioned appeared above the mercy seat of the -
sacred ark and immediately between the cherubim
mounted on both ends of the mercy seat. By the glori-
ous light streaming  through this cloud, Jehovah ap- -
peared or manifested his presence in the most holy of
the tabernacle. For this reason Jehovah was said to
dwell between the cherubim: “The LORD reigneth: let
the people tremble: he sitteth between the cherubims;
let the earth be moved.” (Ps. 99 : 1) “Thou that.
dwellest between the cherubims, shine forth.” (Ps.”
80 : 1) No one will seriously contend that, during the
hundreds of years the ark of the covenant was in the
most holy compartment of the tabernacle or temple,
Jehovah was literally absent from his throne in heaven



‘work is these days.

" at all the first time we worked: T
- time; nor the third; but our determlnatlon has at last

' come a return visit.

sitting in the cloud between the cherubim on the mercy
seat.. However, that his presence was mamfested at

‘that place there is not the slightest doubt. -

" Really, the cloud symbolizing or representmg J eho-

" " vah’s presence which abode between the golden cheru-
¢ bim was an object lesson.
dwells in the high and holy place in the heavens.
= _amid the living creatures that serve in his .organization
"+ there. (Isa. 57 : 15)
S bodily presence of Jehovah was not in the temple in
‘Jerusalem, Christ Jesus, when he présented the merit
“.v7of "his human sacrifice to God, did not enter into the

It illustrated how Jehovah

As factual proof that the actual

sanctuary of the temple in Jerusalem No; he pro-
ceeded to heaven itself, there to appear in the presence
of God. Thereby Jesus showed that God’s real pres-

_ence-is above, in heaven.—Heb.9 :24.

In agreement with that, Klng Solomon, having

" . built the earthly temple at J erusalem, said to 'Jehovah

God when dedicating it: “Beéhold, the heaven and
heaven of heavens cannot contain thee how much less
this house that I have builded ?” (1 Ki. 8 27) To the
same effect the apostle Paul presents a convincing
argument when he says: “God that made the world

“and all things therein, seemg that he is Lord of heaven

and earth, dwelleth not in temples made with hands.”
(Acts 17 :24)

Jehovah frequently spoke of being. yv1th his people
when they were Joyfully obedient to his commandments

and kept the ways hie pomted out to them To Moses
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. "‘-i"and was ‘bodily present in-the holy sanctyary on earth,

" to carry out the work as Moses’. succe

" will not fail thee, nor forsake thee. ... . Be.

Thus it is clear that Jehovah's pres- = Ones on earth and the invisible demons.

* “ence in any earthly tabernacle or temple was.at most
‘only symbolical, or represented by the presence of one

~of his heavenly deputies or angels, comfort and strengthening it is ertten

he made promlse to th1s eﬂ"ect “My D
with thee,” ' To Joshua; when he was- cor

said: “As I was with Mosés, S0 1 will b

of a good courage; be not afraid, nelther b
mayed: for the LORD thy God is Wlth thee
ever thou goest.” (Josh 1 :5; 9)  Joshua w
special evidence - of this When he encounte
with drawn sword in hand when surveying: the 3
Jericho beforé they collapsed. In response to
inquiry the man replied: “Nay; but a
host of the ‘LORD am I now come. ” o« >
on his face to the earth, and did Worshlp. (Jog
18, 14) Joshua realized ‘that: it was an angel d"
of J ehovah God.

Only one angel there exhibited" hlmself to J osh
yet it is evident that he was not alone; for he spo
himself as--being ‘‘captain of the hos’t-of'the L
He must have been referring to a great host of
ible angels, who were there protecting the Isra
as they besieged the heathen c1ty of Jerichg.
quently in the Scriptures Jehovah is spoken of ag
LorD of hosts”. On this occasion a host of g
of Jehovah were encamped about the besieging I
ites to shield them from their foes, hoth the
On such
Jehovah’s presence was with his people. His: preé
is likewise with his faithful people today; his de
witnesses under-the Greater than Joshua, and for t;
“AS thi
mountains are round about Jerusalem, -so the LORD;VL
ro%nd ilbgut Lis people from henceforth even for ev. 3
-—Ps. 125 : 2. . _

FIELD EXPERIENCES

PlONEERlS IN BRITAIN SAY:

“We would just like to say now what a Joy the
‘We-seem to be having such grand
The people did.not seém to want, studies
, nor the second

experlences

made them see the importance, and we are running
fourteen begk studies.

“A man contacted in-the door-to-door work did )

not warnt to hear the phonograph, but had a number of

_questlons to ask and seemed satisfied with the answers

He accepted the loan of a book and would wel-
I made the return call, taking
the recording ‘The Dead’, and answered many ques-
tions and outlined the study procedure. . A study was
arranged for Sunday evening. Exceptlonal interest
was shown by his married daughter, who had read
much of the book we left, and ‘rejoiced in it.. His wife

given.

© was also - interested, and a book study was carried’
through “with all having a share in looking up the"

seriptures in the Questions Booklet.  Great progress
has been made over the past four studies, and now:the
daughter and her father have attended our regular

2

studies. The daughter ) ﬁrst field report ‘of w1t
ing showed five hours’ work, with place i
gsound attendance, together with some names . i
notebook for return calls This after llttle

“While Working from house to houEe dur'in
special Testimony Period in Chillan, I was taken
Division of Investigation by oﬁicers The sehi
vestigation, questioning me as to the work T yas dg
asked me for my permission and authoriZ8tfon
answered that I was doing this by Jehovah's pe
sion, and gave him my-card. Readingthe ¢a
noted all the Scrlptural texts and stated: ‘Why s
you want miore permission, being authorized by th
above? Then addressing the officers who-had
me in, he said that they brought.: into: {]
people who are engaged in domg good b
and the like they do not bring in biecau
from them twenty or thlrty ‘pes¢
returned to my work.”





