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CHAPTER 1
CHILDREN
“Train up a child in the
way he should go; and
when he is old, he will

not depart from it.”
— Proverbs 226

HE Aldens and
Rogers were neigh-
bors, both descendants
of the early settlers of

New KEngland. Their ' J&Jx
forebears had fled from reli- 72\%
gious persecution that persist- X%\’V 7AY
ed in England and the Conti-
nent, and found a place on the American
Continent where they might exercise free-
dom of conscience, freedom of speech, and
freedom to worship ALMIGHTY GoOD accord-
ing to the dictates of their own conscience.
Joseph Alden was educated for the law,
at which he practiced for a time. Having
a strong yearning for the freedom of the
wide-open country, he emigrated west, where
he became a large landowner. He farmed,
9



10 CHILDREN

and his herds and flocks were numerous.
His wife was mentally brilliant, physically
strong, and a real helpmate. They builded
a home in the West and left the latchstring
on the outside, and that home became a place
of rest and genuine hospitality. Their eldest
son they named John, probably having in
mind the meaning of his name.

David Rogers, with his young wife Lois,
had located in the neighborhood of the Al-
dens. Rogers had acquired a tract of land
in that vicinity and decided to leave his busi-
ness in the Fast and become a farmer in the
West, where his children might be reared
to a better advantage. His wife Lois was a
teacher and was well equipped to train their
children. Among their five children was a
daughter named Eunice, next to the young-
est. Of the five children there were three
boys and two girls. It was a well-trained
and happy family.

The Alden and Rogers families not only
were neighbors but became fast friends.
Their children played together and attend-
ed school together, and visited frequently
at each other’s homes. Both families were
Christians, as that term is generally under-
stood, but they were not bound by any de-
nominational church ties. The elders of the
family had observed so much formalism and
hypocrisy in the church denominations that
they were glad to rear their children free
from such influence. They believed in God
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and Christ Jesus, and they had a sincere
desire to bring up their children ‘‘in the
nurture and admonition of the Lord”’.—
Ephesians 6:4.

That obligation they attempted to shoul-
der and bear faithfully. The parents in-
structed their children in their respective
homes, and at stated times the two fami-
lies met together and with their children
participated in a study of the Bible and en-
deavored to instill in the young minds the
fear of Gtod and a devotion to Him. They
frequently, together, joined in the prayer
which Jesus had taught his disciples: ‘Thy
kingdom come ; thy will be done on earth as
in heaven.’ (Matthew 6:10) The children of
the two families were examples for good to
other children who attended the day schools.

John Alden had reached the age of six-
teen years. Eunice Rogers was fourteen
years of age. Both had completed the study
course in the country public school. They
must receive further education. John was
sent away to college. Eunice entered a sem-
inary for young ladies. A four-year course
of study had been planned for each one of
them. Meeting together on a Sunday after-
noon just preceding their departure for
their respective places of education John
said to Eunice: ‘‘We shall see little of each
other for the next four years, but we shall
not forget each other. I shall endeavor to
make good use of the time to improve my
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mind as well as my body, and I know that
you will do likewise. I shall look forward
to seeing you at vacation times’’; to all of
which Eunice agreed.

Four Years Later

It was a Sunday afternoon at the Alden
home. The family had met, according to
their custom, for the weekly Bible study
together. It was vacation time and the chil-
dren were at home. In fact it was a day of
reunion of the two families and a time of
happiness unrestrained. The elders and the
children exhibited the same dignity and so-
lemnity which always marked that home,
yet their faces were beaming with joy and
the speech was pleasing. On this occasion
Joseph Alden presided at the study, in
which all present participated.

Four years had brought a change in all
of them. The parents had grown older, and
the children likewise had changed in ap-
pearance. There was young John Alden,
strong and vigorous, a young man, six feet
in height, and with a muscular rhythm pe-
culiar to athletes; a young man clear of vi-
sion, and keen of mind, and with an open
and honest countenance. He was redhead-
ed ; which he had inherited from his mother.
He was very respectful and honored his fa-
ther and mother, and in this he had not
changed from the time of his early youth.
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Eunice Rogers was now eighteen and had
developed into womanhood of rare beauty.
Not only was she beautiful in form, but she
was beautiful in her deportment and speech,
with dark-brown hair and eyes to match.
Clothed in plain and tasteful garments, she
was graceful in her every movement, and
a delight to those that associated with her.
She sat beside her mother during the study.
John’s eyes frequently turned toward her.
Who could condemn him for doing so?

The family study being concluded, John
and Eunice went for a long stroll over the
wide acres. The time was that beautiful sea-
son of the year when the fields were green
and the flowers blooming. The air was filled
with sweet perfume from the numerous wild
roses. The sun shone brightly and the song-
birds sung to the glory of the Creator, and
apparently they were serenading the young
man and the girl who walked by his side.
Being just fresh from school, they talked
about the commencement exercises and of
the diplomas that had been given to the
graduates; and that opened the way for dis-
cussion of their future activities.

Said John: “True, I am graduated now,
but that means but little unless I continue
to make progress. The ceremony called ‘com-
mencement’ is really indicative of the begin-
ning of one’s course in life. If one becomes
negligent and indifferent he makes no prog-
ress and amounts to nothing. If he employs
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his time and his faculties in the right way
he may meet with success and with many
attending blessings. Our experience at school
is really a means of learning how to study,
and from the time of graduation onward one
must continue to apply himself diligently to
the course he elects to pursue during the
remainder of his life. You have asked me,
Eunice, what I shall do, what profession 1
expect to follow, or in what business I shall
engage. That matter I will discuss with my
father and then decide. The cities have no
real attraction for me. What is generally
called ‘society’ appears to me to be entirely
empty and means nothing. As to politics,
that has become so involved that an honest
man must shun it. The fact is, I love these
broad fields and the things they contain.
The great Creator put them here. They are
the handiwork of the Almighty, as our les-
son this morning told us. Here we breathe
the pure air, eat pure food, indulge in pu-
rity of speech, and our friends are sincere.
Both of us have grown up in this environ-
ment, and I should be loath to leave it. What
think you, my childhood companion %’
“Why limit the companionship to child-
hood %’ said Eunice. ‘‘True, we have seen
little of each other during the past four
years, but I dare say that those four years
have been well spent, and now we are again
together in the land we love, together at
least for a time. You mention your father,
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John, in such terms of high esteem and your
mother with gracious words. That pleases
me. They are both noble characters. Many
times during my studies of American and
English history my mind reverted to the
sturdy and faithful men and women who
braved the storms of the seas, settled on
the cold and bleak shores of New England,
and there began the laying of the founda-
tion of a great nation. You know that both
my ancestors and yours were among those
dear souls. They had respect for law and
order, feared and served Almighty God, and
loved righteousness. Our parents have in-
herited these good qualities and have tried
to instill them in us. I see them in you, John.
May I suggest that you consider well and
sincerely before entering the turmoil of the
cities. There are many good things to be
accomplished in this part of the earth, and
you possess the qualifications to accomplish
them.

“Is there anything in a name? I think
8o, if we go to the right source for our in-
formation and learning. May I be permit-
ted to suggest, John, that when your parents
gave you the name ‘John’ they must have
done so with reverential hearts and with a
hope that you would have everything the
name implies. As you know, John, your
name means ‘Jehovah hath been gracious’.
Surely the almighty Creator, Jehovah, has
been very gracious to you. He has given you
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a kind, firm and loving father and a devoted
mother, and they have reared you prop-
erly. He has given you a strong body and
a clear mind. He has given you an appre-
ciation of His creation, and this I observe
you now appreciate. Otherwise you would
not speak as you do of the beauties of this
land.”

“Eunice, you speak with words of grace.
Such become you. I perceive that the silly
twaddle so manifest by many girls and boys
has not turned your head. You have not de-
parted from your early training. And now
permit me to say that your name befits
you. Your name ‘Kunice’ means ‘Blessed
with victory’. For four years you have been
closely associated with those who are given
over to the lighter things of life. We both
can well bear testimony to the fact that the
schools for both men and women instill into
the mind of the pupil the theory of evolu-
tion of the human race, substituting that
tradition proclaimed by such men as Dar-
win for the sure Word of Almighty God.
You have withstood that seductive influ-
ence and have disregarded the sneers and
reproaches that have fallen upon you and
to which all persons who manifest their be-
lief in the inspired Secriptures are subject-
ed. I noted at the study this morning that
you still firmly hold to the early teachings
we have received from our parents in our
homes. You have withstood the influence
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of the modern educators, who would turn
young men and young women away from
the early instruction of their parents. Truly,
then, you have been and are ‘Blessed with
victory’.

“I am reminded of even a better and more
appropriate meaning of the name Eunice.
which it is your good fortune to bear. You
will readily recognize the source of my in-
formation. What you have said, and what
I know of you, well proves that the mean-
ing of the name fits you. You have told me
that you were required to attend religious
service while at the seminary; that the con-
gregational meetings, and the Sunday morn-
ing service in particular, were a dress pa-
rade having the earmarks of a social gath-
ering; that the minister seldom mentioned
the Bible and never made any attempt to
explain it, but talked chiefly of evolution,
politics and social problems, quoting liber-
ally from books of worldly writers, and
that the entire tendency was to discredit
the Bible. Well do I understand and ap-
preciate what you have told me. A like con-
dition exists at all colleges, I believe. Such
were the conditions at the college where 1
have been attending for the past four years.
Almost all of the professors, including the
ecclesiastical instructors, are higher critics
and rely on science and the wisdom of men
to lead them to higher things, but I observe
that they do not reach great heights.”
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““Yes, John, often have I propounded to
myself the question: Why should a man call
himself a minister or a doctor of divinity,
claiming to be a servant of God, and never
attempting even to instruct the people as to
the meaning of the Scriptures? Probably it
is because he does not understand the Secrip-
tures himself; but he should not pretend to
teach them. The minister at the seminary
appeared to be quite popular with almost all
who attended his church meetings, and the
attendants of his social gatherings spoke
many flattering words about him and to
him; but I must say that often I have felt
so out of place at those so-called ‘church
services and social gatherings’ that I have
wanted to run away that I might be alone
and meditate upon what our parents have
taught us in our homes. From what I have
learned it appears that the seminaries and
colleges have practically forgotten God, and
this includes the ministers and theological
teachers. As a result of such teaching al-
most all of the students have become ag-
nostics or infidels.”

“In all those religious services you found
no satisfaction, I am sure, Eunice. Your
mind has constantly been turned to what
you learned at home concerning God, and
to that you have held firmly. Now, Eunice,
I mention the deeper and better meaning
of your name. There was a young man who
sat at the feet of the apostle Paul and
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learned of him concerning God and Christ
Jesus. Paul was very fond of this young
man and frequently addressed him in lov-
ing terms. The mother of that young man
was named Kunice, and Paul referred to
her as a woman of ‘unfeigned faith’. You
are just like that. Your faith is real and
genuine, and you have firmly held to that
faith in spite of all the econtrary influence
that has been about you. I am glad that my
childhood companion has not forgotten her
early training, and that she has not depart-
ed from the instruction received in her early
youth.”’

To that complimentary speech Kunice did
not reply. The two walked on together and
for some time were silent, evidently medi-
tating upon serious matters Then, speak-
ing, Kunice said: ‘‘John, see yonder great
oak tree, under the boughs of which we so
often played together when we were quite
young. That spot is dear to my heart and
I am sure it is likewise dear to you. There
is a convenient log there where we have
often played together. Let us sit there now
and talk over matters. There is in my mind
a weighty matter that only you can remove.
Let us sit here awhile and renew our aec-
quaintance with this lovely scenery, while
I tell you what I have in mind. We have
been apart from each other for nearly four
years, and in that four years there has been
a constant prayer in my Leart concerning
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both of us, and which is represented in the
word ‘Mizpah’, the meaning of which we
learned when young, and which now we
well know: ‘The Lord watch between me
and thee, when we are absent one from
another.” — Genesis 31:49.”

Seated under the spreading boughs of
that great oak they engaged in a long con-
versation. Necessarily it was a private talk
and too sacred, no doubt, to be repeated,
even if the full text thereof were known.
When they arose to resume their walk their
faces were serious, but radiant. A solemn
covenant had been made between them:.

As they walked John interrupted the si-
lent meditations. The birds were filling the
air with song, and all nature seemed to be
rejoicing. ‘‘Eunice, this place seems more
beautiful to me on this June day than ever
before. T am delighted to be here. Father
has suggested that I take some time to re-
cuperate before definitely deciding my fu-
ture course. Together we have considered
several things which I might do. Father
thinks it might be well for me to take a
post-graduate course and then a course at
law. But he often concludes his remarks
with something like this: ‘I would like that
you might be here with me and take charge
of these fields and flocks. Some day it must
be you to whom I would wish to leave this
land. Decide not in haste, my son. You may
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even wait until the autumn season before
making your decision.’

“And now, Eunice, seeing that I shall
have many days with no pressing duties to
meet I have in mind that which I would
like to propose to you. During the past four
years our attention has been given chiefly
to our duties at school. That done, we now
have other important things to consider. I
would like to devote some of the time dur-
ing the months that immediately follow to
our studies together. I have come into pos-
session of a number of books, all published
by the same publishing society, which claim
to be of great aid in the study of the Bible.
We have both studied the Bible some, but
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there is much for us to learn. I know that
the fundamental law of the nation is based
upon the law of Almighty God, as set forth
in the Bible. The early writers in the law
referred to God’s law as supreme, and I
am sure that is right. The Bible contains
the statement of God’s law, a record of
the prophecies and of the teachings of Je-
sus and his faithful apostles. In our home
study, which I have so much missed dur-
ing our stay at school, we learned much,
and I would like to continue our studies.
We are now better equipped to make a per-
sonal examination and study, and that with
profit to ourselves. We might take the books
that I mentioned, which will be an aid to
us, at least to locate in the Bible the texts
relating to the subject matter under consid-
eration, and with these books together with
the Bible we can learn much more. Suppose
we spend an hour or more each day in this
study, and I feel sure this will be profitable
for both of us. You would be pleased to join
me in such a study of the Bible ¢”’

“John, since I am to be the mother of
your children, what could be of so great im-
portance to us as a knowledge of the Bible
and how children should be reared? I shall
be more than delighted to join you in that
study. We should be able to learn from the
Word of God our duties as parents and our
obligation toward our children. Well do I
remember the proverb, which I have heard
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so often repeated by our parents: ‘Train up
a child in the way he should go; and when
he is old, he will not depart from it.” (Prov-
erbs 22: 6) Another seripture text I recall,
which is addressed to parents concerning
their children: ‘Bring them up in the nur-
ture and admonition of the Lord.” (Ephe-
sians 6:4) Surely we must gain this proper
information before we shall know how to
teach our children.”

The two agreed to immediately begin the
study of the Bible and to set down in their
notebooks the many truths that they learned.
What appears in the chapters that follow
are in substance the truths that they learned.



CHAPTER 2
THE BIBLE

“Sanctify them through thy truth:
thy word is truth.”—John 17:17.

IN KEEPING with
. their agreement the
two met and began their study

of the Bible. Before beginning
John remarked: ‘““We begin this study with
open mind, without prejudice and with a
sincere desire to learn. I feel that we shall
be rewarded for our efforts. There have been
on my mind this morning the words written
by the apostle of Christ Jesus: ‘But we all,
with open face beholding as in a glass the
glory of the Lord, are changed into the same
image from glory to glory, even as by the
spirit of the Lord.’ (2 Corinthians 3: 18) As
we look into the Bible we there see reflected
the glory of the Lord, because his Word tells

24



THE BIBLE 25

of his glory; and thus filling our minds with
the precious truths contained in the Bible,
we may expect to grow into his likeness, even
as the apostle said. And now we shall pro-
ceed with our study and set down in our notes
what we learn.”’ Citations and quotations
herein are from THE BIBLE.

The Lord Jesus had finished his earthly
ministry as a man and, addressing his pray-
er to his Father, Jehovah God, in behalf of
his faithful followers, he said: ‘‘Sanctify
them through thy truth: thy word is truth.”’
(John 17:17) Persons who are sincere and
honest desire the truth. Where will the truth
be found ? In the Bible, as such is the Word
of God, which is the truth. Almighty God,
Jehovah, inspired holy men of old to write
down in the Bible the truths revealed by
him for man’s benefit: ‘““For not at any
time was prophecy brought by the will of
man, but men from God spoke, being moved
by holy spirit.”” (2 Peter 1:21, Diaglott)
“All scripture is given by inspiration of
God, and is profitable for doctrine, for re-
proof, for correction, for instruction in
righteousness; that the man of God may
be perfect, throughly furnished unto all
good works.”” — 2 Timothy 3:16, 17.

The person who desires the approval of
God must be guided aright. The Bible, which
contains the Word of God, is true and is
the correct guide: ‘““Thy word is a lamp
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unto my feet, and a light unto my path.”
(Psalm 119:105) The Bible guides sincere
persons to desire and to pray for the most
important things that may result to their
welfare. Gtod has put such prayers into the
mouth of his sincere servants, and one of
these prayers is this: ‘‘Shew me thy ways,
O Lord; teach me thy paths. Lead me in
thy truth, and teach me: for thou art the
God of my salvation; on thee do I wait all
the day. Remember, O Lord, thy tender
mercies and thy lovingkindnesses; for they
have been ever of old. Remember not the
sins of my youth, nor my transgressions;
according to thy mercy remember thou me,
for thy goodness’ sake, O Lord.””—Psalm
25:4-1.

The sure and unfailing promises of God
to such sincere seekers for truth are cer-
tain, and God will fulfill those promises;
as it is written: ‘“Good and upright is the
Lord ; therefore will he teach sinners in the
way. The meek will he guide in judgment,
and the meek will he teach his way. All the
paths of the Lord are mercy and truth unto
such as keep his covenant and his testimo-
nies.” (Psalm 25:8-10) ‘““For the word of
the Lord is right; and all his works are done
in truth.” (Psalm 33:4) ‘“For the Lord is
good, his mercy is everlasting ; and his truth
endureth to all generations.”” (Psalm 100:5)
“For thy mercy is great above the heavens;
and thy truth reacheth unto the clouds.”
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any of Adam’s imperfections, because Je-
hovah God brought him into the world. The
man Jesus, therefore, as it is written, ‘‘is
holy, harmless, undefiled, [and] separate
from sinners.”’” (Hebrews 7:26) The man
Jesus, at thirty years of age, was fully qual-
ified as a perfect man to furnish the pur-
chase price for mankind. He immediately
presented himself to Jehovah to earry out
his agreement or covenant, and he per-
formed his outward immersion as a testi-
mony of that fact. (Luke 3:21-23; Psalm
40: 8) He was fully qualified, and was ready
and willing, to lay down his life that he
might take it again, as he had covenanted
with his Father. (John 10:15-18) Jesus
died as a man, and, being crucified on the
tree as though he was a sinner, he died as
a sinner, that sinners might live. Jesus did
not forfeit his right to life as a man; hence
when he was raised out of death he pos-
sessed that right as a valuable thing, which
constituted the purchase price, or the ran-
som price. Jehovah God raised Jesus out of
death, not as a man but ag a spirit immor-
tal. (Acts 3:26) Jesus was put to death in
the flesh and made alive in the spirit and by
the power of Jehovah. (1 Peter 3:18, Am.
Rev. Ver.; 1 Corinthians 15: 3-20) Jesus,
still possessing the right of human life when
raised out of death by his Father and exalted
to heaven, there in heaven presented before
his Father’s judgment seat the value of his
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perfect human life as the purchase price for
mankind then under condemnation of death.

Long before Jesus became a man God
caused a prophetic picture to be made fore-
telling the appearing of Jesus Christ in
heaven and there presenting the purchase
price or ransom sacrifice, and which pro-
phetic picture, performed on the atonement
day, is particularly set forth at the sixteenth
chapter of Leviticus. God caused to be erect-
ed in the wilderness a tent or tabernacle con-
sisting of two parts, the Holy and the Most
Holy, and this was within the confines of a
court, the court representing things on earth,
and the Holy and Most Holy the spiritual
things. Once each year, on the day known
as the atonement day, the priests of Israel
performed a living picture, which prophet-
ically pointed forward to the sacrifice of
Christ Jesus.

On the typical atonement day the picture
was made in this manner: A bullock with-
out spot or blemish, which represented the
man Jesus, was brought into the court of
the tabernacle and slain there, which court
of the tabernacle pictured the earth. The
blood of the bullock, representing the life-
blood of Jesus, which lifeblood was poured
out as ‘‘an offering for sin’’ (Isaiah 53:10),
was then carried by the typical priest into
the Most Holy of the tabernacle and there
sprinkled upon the mercy seat. (Leviticus
16:14) The Most Holy of the tabernacle
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pictured heaven itself, where Jesus Christ
appeared and presented and offered the as-
set or valuable thing, his right to human
life, as the purchase price for the offspring
of Adam. (Hebrews 9:3-25) The sacrifice
offered at the tabernacle in the wilderness
once each year on the typical atonement day
foreshadowed or pictured the work of Jesus
in offering himself, that is, his human life,
as the purchase price for man. Concerning
the type, or picture, and the reality, it is
written: ‘‘Now when these things were thus
ordained, the priests went always into the
first tabernacle, accomplishing the service
of God. But into the second [the holiest of
all, or Most Holy, picturing heaven] went
the high priest alone once every year, not
without blood, which he offered for him-
self, and for the errors of the people.”” ““It
was therefore necessary that the patterns
of things in the heavens should be purified
with these; but the heavenly things them-
selves with better sacrifices than these. For
Christ is not entered into the holy places
made with hands, which are the figures of
the true; but into heaven itself, now to ap-
pear in the presence of God for us. Nor yet
that he should offer himself often, as the
high priest entereth into the holy place ev-
ery year with blood of others; for then must
he often have suffered since the foundation
of the world ; but now once in the end of the

world hath he appeared, to put away sin by
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the sacrifice of himself.”” (Hebrews 9:6, 7,
23-26) Thus it is seen that Christ Jesus,
God’s great High Priest, the spirit crea-
ture, when he appeared in heaven, present-
ed and offered unto Jehovah the asset he
possessed, to wit, his right to human life,
as the purchase price for man, which offer-
ing was accepted by Jehovah, and Christ
Jesus became the owner of all of Adam’s
offspring that willingly comply with the
rules of Jehovah governing salvation. Thus
God laid the foundation in Christ Jesus for
the salvation of man, and there is no other
possible means of salvation.

The lifeblood of the man Jesus is the ran-
som price for man. As Gtod declares in his
law: ““The life of the flesh is in the blood:
. . . the blood of it is for the life thereof.”
(Leviticus 17:11,14) So the lifeblood of the
man Jesus is the asset, the valuable thing,
by which he ransomed sinful men.

The man Jesus, by the will of God his
Father, turned his perfection and right to
life as such a man into a thing of value with
sufficient purchasing power to purchase or
buy back all the rights which Adam had for-
feited for himself and which his offspring
lost by reason of Adam’s sin. That does not
mean that Adam was purchased, but that
every right that Adam once possessed was
purchased. When God raised Jesus out of
death a spirit, Jesus still possessed the right
to life as a man, and which constituted an
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asset or thing of value, which he paid over
to Jehovah as the price required and there-
by became the owner of Adam’s offspring
who should in due time avail themselves of
the value of the ransom price. Jesus Christ
then could release from the bondage of sin
and death such of the offspring of Adam as
heard and complied with the rules which
God had provided. That means that the
ransom sacrifice would enure to the benefit
of all of Adam’s offspring who believed on
Christ Jesus and who rendered themselves
in obedience to the Lord’s commandments.

The man Jesus died, and as a man re-
mains dead; but his right to human life,
continuing to exist and constituting the pur-
chase price, was paid over as the purchase
price. The Lord Jesus was resurrected a
spirit and lives for ever immortal; as he
states: ‘I am he that liveth, and was dead;
and, behold, I am alive for evermore, Amen;
and have the keys of hell and of death.”
—Revelation 1:18.

By his own blood he purchased mankind,
and to him are granted the right and power
to administer life to obedient men. By the
will of God Adam the perfect man had
received authority from Almighty God to
transmit life, together with the right there-
of, to his offspring. (Genesis 1:28) Jesus,
by his lifeblood, bought that right, and Al-
mighty God has given to Jesus the power
and authority to minister life to all of man-
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kind who shall ever live and who therefore
must, as a condition precedent, believe on
the Lord Jesus Christ and obey him. There-
fore it is written in the Scriptures: ‘‘For
the wages of sin is death; but the gift of
God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our
Lord.” (Romans 6:23) ‘“And this is life
eternal, that they might know thee the only
true God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast
sent.”’ (John 17: 3) Itis only by and through
the Lord Jesus Christ that any man ecan pos-
sibly gain life everlasting. There is no other
name given under heaven whereby man can
be saved.—Acts 4:12.

Life is not the right of an imperfect man.
Almighty God is the Fountain of life, and
he gives life to those who obey his will. The
offense of Adam lost for himself and his
offspring the right to life. God’s provision
is that Christ Jesus, who has bought man-
kind, may minister life as the free gift to
those who obey him: ‘‘For if by one man’s
offence death reigned by one; much more
they which receive abundance of grace, and
of the gift of righteousness, shall reign in
life by one, Jesus Christ. Therefore, as by
the offence of one judgment came upon all
men to condemnation; even so by the right-
eousness of one the free gift came upon all
men unto justification of life. For as by one
man’s disobedience many were made sin-
ners, so by the obedience of one shall many
be made righteous.””—Romans 5: 17-19.
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A free gift is never effective unless the
one to whom the gift is offered accepts that
gift. It follows, therefore, that anyone who
is not willing to receive the gift of life
through Christ Jesus cannot receive the
benefit of the ransom sacrifice. God’s gift
of life is for men who willingly accept it
on the terms given, and those who do ac-
cept the gift and render themselves in obe-
dience unto Gtod are made righteous.

To Redeem

Religious teachers would have men be-
lieve that all men are immortal and there-
fore cannot die. Evolutionists would have
men believe that man is evolved from an
insignificant thing and advanced from one
degree to a higher degree until he becomes
perfect. Both theories are entirely wrong,
and both positively disproved by God’s
Word. God’s provision for man to live is
the only possible provision or means of
obtaining life.

Do the Secriptures show that Jesus died
for all men? He died that all men who will
avail themselves of God’s provision for life
might live; but that cannot mean that life
is forced upon any man whether he desires
it or not and whether he obeys God or not.
The one who is a willful and deliberate op-
poser of God’s kingdom cannot receive life
through Jesus Christ. There is no reason to
think that Adam will ever live again, be-
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cause he was a wicked man and died as such,
and all the wicked shall suffer destruction as
God’s law provides. (Psalm 145: 20) Those
persons who deny the existence of God, and
who treat the blood of Christ Jesus as a
common thing, and who refuse to have any
faith in God or in Christ, and who oppose
the Kingdom, and who teach the false doc-
trines contrary to the Word of God, can-
not have the benefit of everlasting life. ¢‘ But
there were false prophets also among the
people, even as there shall be false teachers
among you, who privily shall bring in dam-
nable heresies, even denying the Lord that
bought them, and bring upon themselves
swift destruction.””—2 Peter 2:1.

Way to Life

The kingdom of heaven, the hidden treas-
ure which Jesus purchased by surrendering
his all, is the organization of Jehovah ere-
ated and organized by him and by which the
world is to be governed in righteousness.
That organization is also designated in the
Scriptures as Zion, THE THEOCRACY, the
Holy City, and the Royal House of God.
Christ Jesus is the duly appointed and
anointed King of that heavenly royal house
or kingdom. God’s provision is that there
shall be associated with Christ Jesus in that
kingdom 144,000 others, who shall be taken
from amongst men and changed from hu-
man to spirit, and these are also called kings
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and priests unto God and unto Christ, and
they shall reign with him. (1 Peter 2: 9, 10;
Revelation 1:6; 20: 4,6) Every member of
that kingdom must be spirit, changed from
human to spirit in the resurrection and live
as spirit creatures in heaven invisible te hu-
man eyes. That means that all such must
die as human creatures and be resurrected
by the Lord as spirit creatures. As it is
written in the Scriptures: ‘It is sown [in
death] a natural body; it is raised [to life]
a spiritual body. There is a natural body,
and there is a spiritual body.””—1 Corin-
thians 15: 44.

Christ Jesus was the first and is the Head
and Lord of the Royal House. God has com-
mitted to Christ Jesus all power in heaven
and in earth, including the power to resur-
rect from the dead and give life to others,
all of which he does as Jehovah’s officer
and representative. (John 5:22 26; 6:40,
44) God’s provision to give life to those who
shall become members of his kingdom is
by and through Christ Jesus. His disciples
were seeking the way to life and Thomas
propounded to Jesus the question as to that
way, and Jesus answered: ‘I am the way,
and the truth, and the life; no man cometh
unto the Father, but by me.””—John 14: 6.

Until Christ Jesus had been raised from
the dead and had ascended to heaven and
paid over the purchase price for mankind,
it was impossible for any man to receive life
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everlasting, and hence impossible for any
man to understand how he might receive
life everlasting. After Jesus had ascended
into heaven, and after the pouring out of
the holy spirit at Pentecost, then his disci-
ples understood how God would minister
life through Christ Jesus, and then it was
that Peter, filled with the holy spirit and
inspired to speak, uttered these words con-
cerning the crucifixion and resurrection of
Jesus Christ, to wit: ‘““Neither is there sal-
vation in any other; for there is none other
name under heaven given among men, where-
by we must be saved.””—Acts 4:8-12,

Jdehovah God had made a covenant with
his beloved Son to make him the King of
the kingdom of heaven, the Head of the
Holy City, THE THEOCRACY; and now just
before the crucifixion of Jesus he announces
to his eleven faithful apostles that he made
with them a covenant that they should be
associated with him in his kingdom: ‘“And
you are they who have continued with me
in my trials. And I covenant for you, even
as my Father has covenanted for me, a king-
dom, that you may eat and drink at my table
in my kingdom, and sit on thrones, judging
the twelve tribes of Israel.””—Luke 22:28-
30, Diaglott.

The kingdom of heaven being first in im-
portance, it must be first built up before any
man could be resurrected to life. The pur-
chase price for mankind had been paid over,



