
PRE~~CHING THE GOSPEL OF THE KINGDOl\i 
""And this gospel of the kingdom sha.ll be preached in all the 1J.:orld for a 'Witness unto all 

nations: and then shan tll(' end COli?(,.n-MnffJti'i" :!j: 1_j. 

There was a time. not so long ag()~ wlF'Jt 

1llfllly of us hfld a grf'at deal of interC'~t in 
i hi" text: but it ,,-a;.; principally in thr lattpr 
part of it. 'WE' magnificrt t.he rnd of the age, 
lol)ked upon it as thr end of our earthly 
1 lYE'S. and macle it. in a sense,_ our objective. 

1\'0\\- w'e see that this 'was a wrong view. 
To be sure, it is still the privilege of the 
L-ord's people to anticipate the happy timr 
,yhen they shall be with the Lord in glory; 
IJl'.,t thos(' who are participating in their 
present privileges of service cannot imagine 
themselves as being much happier anywhere 
t han they are right here and now, in the 
midst of their enemies. 

Deliverance 
There is a deliverance coming, a deliverance 

from human weakness and illness; but we 
calIDot be sure that this was what the Lord 
meant, or at len:::t all that he meant when he 
said, ''When these things begin to come to 
pass, then look up, and lift up your heads 
[ and rejoice] ; for your redemption draweth 
nigh." -

Our Lerd may have meant, and we think 
he did mean, a ,ery considerable measure of 

(leliwrance here ailel 110\,"- rrhose who go out 
in ill(' sC'n-icc of the King of kings are im­
pr("~;;:('(l more and more with the evidences 
that the robe of righteousness is about them. 
that they belong to the Lord, that he is guid­
iug their feet: and that no evil can befall 
them while the:' are doing the thing that he 
wants the~'l to do. 

The ltJessage the lllitness 
At this time we are getting a new vie,\' 

of the meaning of this text. To preach the 
gosprl of the kingdom for a witness to all 
nations does not mean to give a little formal 
or perfunctory notice of the coming reign of 
righteousness: but it means to stand forth and 
in stentorian tones tell the whole world over 
and over again that the reign of God's 
Anointed has begun. 

This is the most thrilling and the most 
happifying job that has ever been given to 
any people in the world. If anything, it is 
a greater honor than came to the angel 
Gabriel when he announced the birth of 
the Savior; for the birth of the Holy One 
was merely one of the many stepi leading 
upward and onward to the blessed day in 
which we stand. 



Each, Canvass Teaches 
But it is a job that requires work, real 

work, and plenty of it, if \ve are to do the 
thing that is to be done. The world is not 
going to sense the force of our message by 
merely having one statement of it made to 
them. All good teaching is a matter of con­
stant repetition. Hot of the same words, but 
of the same ideas, not necessarily by the 
5'ame teachers but by \vhatever means is avail­
::lble. 

The only way of preaching that existed in 
apostolic times was to go laboriously about 
from place to place, by the little sailboats 
then in use, or else afoot; for it was rarely 
that any could afford to travel by other 
means, and there were no conveniences of 
tra reI worth mentioning. And on arrival at 
de:-::tination it was neces8ary to get a company 
of per;.:ons together and talk to them, or else 
to talk to them from hou8e to housf'. There 
was also a method of instruction by epistles, 
but there was almost no mail sen-ice, and 
hence this Elcthod could be used but rarely. 

Getting a Hearing 
Look at the situation which \ye haye to­

(lay! SOLte v;-ho are really in earnest in this 
lnatter of prC';1chiIl2 the go,..;pel or the king­
dom flnd '.nly~ to travel [IS much as 100 rniles 
to thslr canva~,dng territory and get tQ \\"ork 
by eight o'clock in the mGrning. The rail­
,yay and the automol)ile are avaibhll? to 
almost eVf'ryhody. Scattk?red districts can he 
reached easily which v.'ere only a few years 
ago almost inaccessible. Concrete roach, upon 
which the workers CUll fly as on the wings of 
the wind, run hither and thither in every 
direction. 

On arrival at the scene of action it is no 
longer necessary to hunt around for a few 
dozen people to whom the message may be 
told, and then to tell it orally. That day has 
pass~d. People have largely lost interest in 

such antiquated forms of instruction. What 
they want today is, something modem, and 
we have just that. 

N ow when a worker gO€s into a territory 
to tdl about the message of the kingdom he 
finds that his message has gone before him. 
It has penetrated the wans or the homes .. 
The people have been (:tuning in". Many of 
t!1em are ready for the message. They know 
something a hcui it. 'I.'he kingdom work is 
bearing its fruit. 

After the Visit 
Ana when the worker would leave some­

H.ing with the people that they will not for­
get, ~ome witness that wEI be worth while, 
he can place in their hands for very little 
money. the grandest mes::'ages that ever were 
heard hy human ears or seen by human eyes. 
The various books, turned out by the million 
at the most up to date printing plant in the 
COUlltry~ all present the g05pel of the king­
dom. some from this all~tle and some from 
that: but all together making a most glorious 
witness for the truth, and a witness that will 
;::onw flay be Temc~bered. 

Alrcuys New Hearers 
It is onr business to preach thp gospel of 

the kingdom for a witness, and not to con­
(','rn our:;elvcs about anything else than doing 
a good job at it. And it is not for us to ~ay 
whcn a town has had a :mfficient witness. 
Xnmerous evidences are at hand to show 
that t:18 more often and more thoroughly a 
t(;Wll ha.s been worked, the more valuable it 
is as a place in which to give fu.rther witness 
of the kingdom. 

Reached Before But Yet Hungry 
An idea of what may be done was afforded 

recently in a town which boasts a population 
of 215 souls. A brother visited the town, 
made 57 calls and sold 205 books, and ex­
pects that at least as many more ~ be 
placed there in the near future. 



In two instances recently the same streets 
have been recanvassed within a few days of 
each other, and as many books sold on the 
second occasion as on. the first. In one of 
these instances it was not even ascertained 
that the street had been recanvassed until 
the workers got together and compared notes. 
The ground has only been scratched. The 
work of preaching the gospel of the kingdom 
for a witness to all nations is only nicely 
getting under way. The Lord has still a great 
,,"ork for his people to do. And the end will 
not come until the work is done. 

I. B. S. A. lVeek-Aug. 28-S ept. 5 
I. B. S. A. \Veek is primarily for witnessing 

to the people the message of the kingdom. It 
will be worthy of having heen set aside only 
in the measure with which it sncceeds in a 
wide distribution of the message in printed 
form. That this may be accomplished, it will 
he necessary for the message to be taken to 
'the people. The experience of past years has 
manifested that the people are eager for the 
me~sage at Lhis time; and it is also being dem­
unstrated that few are intere:3ted enough to 
attend public meetings. Probably people have 
come to think that all activities along re­
ligious lines are more er le5:3 the imme, and 
that they desire something better than or­
dinarily given them at the c1)luchl':':. They 
ilu not Ienow to whom to ge. 

lVorld's 1.11essage Deliccred> 
Ea.ch one in present ';:lth t'an prljbably 

sympathize \yith these people j but the service 
in connection with bring-ire;; this message of 
the truth to them is not of s~lCh nature as to 
bless only those to whom the message is 
bronght. Rather, the one who brings the mes­
~age is blest in some way with the joy that is 
the part of each individual with whom he 
talks; and it is this joy that is his strength. 
In the belief, then, that the witness in order 
to be widespread must be brought to the 

people themselves, I. B. S. A. "~eek is set 
aside as a week for canvassing only. Instead 
of having large public meetings or setting 
aside a topic to be used throughout the world 
as a topic of the lecture from the public 
platform, one message will be taken to the 
people; and each one will have an opportunity 
of taking them the message. The message 
is in book forrr:.-DEI,IVER.:!_=';-CE. It brings to 
the people the message of <leliverance and 
with a set of STLDIES IN THE SCRIPTURES 
enables the people to prove that deliverance 
is true. 

Back iHessage Up 
Instead of the world-wide topic, then, each 

one can have as the spirit of his work that 
of going to the people with the message, and 
let that message be: "Deliveranee--prove 
it is true with STGDIES IN THE SCRIPTURES." 
\Ye urge that durjng I. B. S. A. 'Veek all 
meetings be dispensed with; and that the 
entire week be devoted to the work of witness­
ing by going to the people with the message 
in printed form, beginning Sunday, August 
?8th, and continuing the work each day of 
the Y:flek, aud ending 1. B. S. A. \Veek with 
a tremendous message that can employ three 
holiday;;, Saturday, Sunday and Labor Day. 
in going to the people with the message of 
truth. Some idea of the extent to whii_'h a 
(,rHlcerted effort of this 801't will lead can he 
gained by estimating that cach worker ,,,ill 
rall upon thirty homes the first Suw1<1y ;wd 
thirty homes each of Saturday, Sllnday 11:'1(1 

}ron~lay following. Multiplying this num­
ber of homes by the number in the class 
\vill approximate the number of those that 
will be witnessed to with the message of the 
kingdom. Compare then this work with the 
result of holding a public meeting that will 
bring out a few strangers and a great num­
ber of those who have attended meetings in 
the past. 



Plant; »'ill Include All 
'Ye haye urged the directors to take pains 

to plan the work SO as to reach the outlying 
territory first; leaving the medium-sized 
towns for the final work of the week, and 
leaving city territory for work during the 
raill~' day~ that might interfere with 
rural and w-ith other work during the 
week-work that will allow for the gathering 
of all who are engaged in the service during 
the noon hour and at supper time. Arrange­
ments that will permit those who are en­
gaged in secular work to participate in ,:or.k 
in thc territory during the evenings. ThIS IS 
the sort of activity that should be marked 
throughout 1. B. S. A. Week. If during the 
\H'rk YOU cannot enga.!!e in the service every 
day. t~k(' advantage o(the opportunities that 
wiil a11o,,; you to call upon those who have 
followed tl~e lecture series. Make as many 
bac·k calls as you can. and offer them the set 
of ~TnHL:':' r; THE SCRIPTURES. Try to take 
achani age of eyery hit of time that opportnn­
itv will allow. Such efforts will make the 
witness during I. B. S. A. Week a distinctive 
one and a great one. 

8 Books the Week's Canvass 
In Eltressing the canvass for the set of eigl)t 

volumes for $2.78, we do not wish to intimate 
that no other offer should be made; but what 
we wish to emphasize is that this canvass 
should be the principal canvass of the day. 
If people do. not care for the eight-volume 
combination, then a combination of a book 

and boo:klett! should be offered at a dollar, 
or DELITERAXCE and the HARP can be offered 
aB a comhination. or a combination of six or 
three booklets, or~ as a last resort, just (me 
booklet. Work that distributes booklets plays 
an important part in preparing territory f{)r 
the ne:\.i work that will be undertaken in the 
territory; and though the primary work of 
each canvass is to place the eight-volume 
combination at $2.78, yet every effort should 
be made to see to it that the work you are 
doing in the territory will make a subsequent 
canvass more effective than the one you are 
at present engaged in might be found to be. 

The World to Be Reached 
During I. B. S. A. Week you can be sure 

that at practically all times of each day dur­
ing the whol~ week there will be co-laborers 
with you engaged in the service. Throughout 
the who]p world that week a great witness 
will be in progress-the distribution of a 
message that will leave more than a hearing. 
the truth in permanent form to be used by 
the people to comfort and help them as they 
trv to come to a better understanding of the 
r;;rd and his W·ord. With such concerted ef­
fort throughout the world we can be sure 
that the Lord's blessing will be ever in evi­
dence and that the joy of the Lord will be 
your strength and your encouragement as 
you witness for the King and his killgdom. 

\Yith Christian greetings, we are 

lratch Tower Bible & T-ract Society 

I. B. S. A. WEE K, AUG U 5 T 28 -S E PTE M B E R 5' 

ALL DAY WITNESS 

SUNDAY AUG. 28 SAT. SUN. MON. SEPT. 3 - 4 - 5 




