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ABOUNDING IN GOOD WORKS 

"And God is able to make all grace abound toward you: that ye, having all suf­
ficiency in all things, may abound to every good work." -'/2 Corinthians 9: 8. 

MOST professed Christians feel 
that at some time in their lives 
they would like to give a large 

amount of time and energy to the service 
of the Lord. But thev are always so fear­
ful that the wolf will come t o thpir door, 
or that they will lose the car that is 
partly paid for, that thpy newr get to 
the place where the good works begin; 
or if they do begin. there is but a be.; in­
ning, and the results are meager and un­
satisfactory. 

Moreover, there is a great variety of 
opinion as to what constitute good works. 
In India, at one time, girls were en­
gageu in the heathen temp les in works 
which the heathen priests and p ilgrims 
considered goou works, but which we 
rightly consider scandalous and immoral. 
Roman priests offer masses for the re­
pose of souls, for a consideration; and 
there are people who consirler that a good 
work. Unscrupulous finan ciers rob the 
poor directly and indirectly and send 
some of them food once or twice a year, 
and consider that a good work. Evangel­
ists frighten and hullabaloo people into 

Babylon and consider that a goorl \VorL 
And there are many other "good works", 
"many wonderful works," which the 
Lord disowns. 

The best of all good works is to put 
the truth into the hands of the people. 
They may not always accept it. They 
may not always partake of it. People' do 
not always know what is be8t for them. 
But for a starving man, one that we 
know is starving, the best offering is 
food. Today there is a famine in the 
land, a famine for hearing the Word of 
the Lord ; and we have the food that 
alone can meet the requirements of the 
case. 

As the report in this BULLETIN will 
,how, there has never been a year in 
which those who have engaged in the 
Lord's work have so abounded in that 
work as during 1926. Weare sure that 
to everyone of these the Lord has ful­
filled the promises of our text. 

As they have set their own interests 
more than ever to one side, and have 
sought to abound more and more in the 



good work of proclaiming the King and the 
kingdom, God has made all grace to abound 
toward them. Every need has been supplied. 
Help has come from unlooked-for sources 
and in unexpected ways. God is indeed "able 
to make all grace abound toward you: that 
ye, having all sufficiency in all things, may 

abound to every good work". What an en­
couragement this is for the year ahead! 

Let us each make for ourselves for the New 
Year a ~jgher quota of personal work, if that 
be possIble; and then let us live up to the 
quota. so that we may abound more and more 
in the good work of the kingdom. 

LETTER OF INSTRUCTIONS TO DIRECTORS 
The work during 1926 seemed to increase 

in volume as the months of the year passed 
by. The early activities of the year seemed 
to forecast that the results in the field for 
1926 would be great. This was manifest by 
the planning undertaken by directors and the 
classes. From the early part of the year there 
seemed to be a planning for a great work 
and a definite laying of plans to accomplish 
that work. As early as June of the year 
many classes had exceeded the distribution of 
literature they had done during 1925, and a 
few classes had exceeded the quotas they had 
set for 1926. 

Taking a general survey of the work, the 
only explanation we see as fitting to this is 
the zeal and activity of the friends, their 
I'H rne,t desire to get the message of the truth 
i II to as many homes as possible. The year 
1926 has seen a great effort on the part of 
the workers, and its results but testify to the 
work that the friends have done and what re­
sults may be accomplished in the future. 
Moreover, we have every reason to believe 
that the continued growth in volume year by 
year will depend upon the activity and zeal of 
those in the field. 

Increased Sale of Studies 
Anal vsis of the reports indicates that the 

greatest. increase has been in the sales of sets 
of STUDIES IN THE SCRIPTURES. A large 
foundation had been laid for the canvassing 
with the STUDIES IN THE SCRIPTURES. For 
at least four years the territory has been COl'­

Bed with canva&let for booklets, individual 

copies of THE HARP OF GOD placed in hun­
dreds of thousands of homes; and it would 
be only reasonable to expect that people in 
touch with the truth to this extent would 
come to see the necessity of adding the com~ 
plete set of STUDIES to their home. Our ob­
servation is that the field for the STUDIES IN 
THE SCRIPTURES is still a large one, to be 
taken advantage of by the workers in the 
field. The sale of individual copies of THE 
HARP OF GOD showed a decrease as com­
pared with the sales of previous years. This 
seems to us to indicate that a certain quan­
tity of one publication can be effectively sold 
in territory in three or four recanvassings; 
and that finally all who are interested will 
have purchased. This again but seems to 
point to the field that exists for the STUDIES 
IN THE SCRIPTURES; and when offered in 
conjunction with the DELIVERANCE book, the 
set of STUDIES and the DELIVERANCE book 
at $2.78 come to the people, offering the same 
books at a lower price and with an addi­
tional service to that of the previous offer. 
The year 1926 seems to emphasize what can 
be done with the sale of STUDIES IN THE 
SCRIPTURES, for the bulk of the work was ac­
complished before the DELIVERANCE book was 
avail .. ble to be offered to the public. Since 
there is at present a good quantity of DE­
LIVERANCE books ready for circulation, can­
vassing can proceed with an approach to the 
people along an entirely different line; yet 
that approach should have with it the set of 
STUDIES IN THE SClUPTURE8. 

We add this comment about next year's 



sales because during the past year it has been 
noted that the sale of STUDIES IN THE 
SCRIPTURES has been within a certain rela­
tion to the sale of HARP Bible Study Course~ 
and DELIVERANCE books; and since the DE­
LIVERANCE book is finding its way into a 
greater number of homeR than did THE HARP 
OF GOD, we think that workers should aim 
to see that this larger proportion of homes 
is also served with a set of STUDIES IN THE 
SCRIPTURES. A~ the following report for the 
year indicates, there is a large field for the 
sale of STUDIES IN THE SCRIl'TURES; and 
plan., for 1927 shOll Id he with a view towarrl 
maintaining thi i' largf' percPlltngr of STUDIES 
sales. equ alli ng. if po~"ihle. tbe ~ame per­
centage of sales to the DELIVERANCE as has 
existed to the sale of HAHPS. Our records 
for the past three Yf'ars have indicated that 
this has been about one set of STUDIES to 
every ten HARPS that have been sold. 

A Mighty Witness in 1926 
Reports from the classes that have been 

organized indicate that during the past year 
there has been a total of 80,089 workers in 
the field . This is a weekly average of ap­
proximately 1540 workers. Our records do 
not take into consideration the individual 
sale of booklets. They are confined to the 
sale of HARPS, DELIVERANCE books and sets 
of STUDIES IN THE SCRIPTURES. The total 
number of sets of STUDIES reported as sold 
to the people is as follows: 

CLA.SSES 
Sets of 8 volumes 
Sets of 7 volumes 
HARP and DELIVERANCE 

COLPORTEURS 
Sets of 8 volumes 
Sets of 7 volumes 
HARP and DELIVERANCE 

Sale of booklets: 

13,006 
9,001 

147,387 

17,335 
7,789 

141,057 

CUSSES 756,073 
COLPORTEURS 369,476 

The above, 81) com[>ared with the work of 
1925, showl:! an incl"P.ltl:!e of 10,906 sets of 

STUDIES IN THE SCRIPTURES over the salea 
of 1925, and a decrease of 4,033 copies of 
THE HARP OF GOD and DELIVERANCE as 
compared with 1925 oales of the HARP. The 
booklet sales show an increase of 207,773 
over 1~):?5. The above figures indicate the 
distribution of literature, viz., books and 
booklet8. that have been sold. Of the above 
totab. our records indicate that literature 
was placerl in 817.214 homes throughout the 
Unitf'd States during 1926. This, of course, 
indica tes how great ha s heen the spread of the 
truth. But it should be rememhered that 
rach one ca ll ing at the door has in most in­
~tallces given a canvass and in this way 
hroug-ht to the attention of the people the 
nlf'~sagp of truth. Beckoning on the num­
hPl" of people who have heard of the truth 
through the direct efforts of the c1aRs work­
er~ a lld the col porteurs, we estimate that 
there were approximately 7.091,900 homes 
reached throughout the United States by 
those who were in the field working. This 
~ho\\'s a great total of people who have heard 
of the truth; and "ince this merely report~ 
on the number of families that have heen 
reached. the total population thu~ servpn 
would amount to over 22,000,000 people 

Free Literature 
In addition to this work, the territory II!' 

each class during the fiscal year of 1926 wa, 
covered twice; first with the distribution of 
12,074,350 copies of the MESSAGE OF HoPE; 
and later in the year, the distribution of 12,-
208,000 copies of the TESTIMONY. A com­
parison of the figures of 7,000,000 homet! 
reached and the distribution of the TESTI­
MONY, viz., 12,208,000, indicates that classes 
during 1926 canvassed for the books over 
two-thirds of the fan:ilies in the territory 
assigned to them. 

To accomplish this witness required the 
setting aside of a great deal of time on the 
part of the workers. The results are the 
testimony of what the workers have /W­

complished. We know of no year that eX(leelli' 
the results of 1926. 



As to what extent the people have been 
impressed by the distribution of the TESTI­
MONY and by the short canvass given at the 
door by the worker will be seen more directly 
in the work of the coming year; and with the 
results fresh in mind, the present seems an 
opportune time in which to look forward to 
a witness for the truth during 1927. 

Each year, by its increase in distribution, 
indicates the number of people who are de­
sirous of our message and of knowing more 
about our work; and that this growing num­
ber should be served with the message of 
truth is a testimony of the zeal and faith­
fulness of those who are the messengers of 
the Lord at this time. 

Our reports from the field do not indicate 
that the effort required was any less; nor 
that the workers did not meet obstacles in 
their work. Rather, it manifests a compe­
tence that has come from the training that 
the Lord has given each one, that each might 
properly present his message; and as each 
year adds experience to this training it in­
dicates that with the same amount of time 
that has been devoted in the past, greater re­
sults will be achieved. The year 1926 has 
been a blessed time ; for the joy of the Lord 
has been commensurate with the opportun­
ities of service engaged in; and no doubt 
all who look forward to 1927 do so with the 
confidence that there are still greater bless­
ings in the field work. 

Diligent Workers 
It is difficult to examine the reports of all 

classes and to make allowances for the ob­
stacles that each class would meet in order 
to estimate the real work that has been done. 
But of the classes that have reported regu­
larly the following is the list of thirty classes 
that, considering the number of workers 
available, and the time the workers engaged 
in the service, report the greatest results in 
their territory. 

The First Thirty Glasses in U. S. A. 
1 Lakewood, N. J. 
2 Bayonne, N. J. 
3 Springfield, Mo. 
4 Lynchburg, Va. (Colored) 
5 Detroit, Mich. (Colored) 
6 Bethel Family 
7 Atoka, Okla. 
8 Plainfield, N. J. 
9 Wheeling, W. Va. 
10 Washington, D. C. (Colored) 
11 Abilene, Kans. 
12 Baltimore, Md. 
13 Easton, Pa. 
14 Bridgeport, Conn. 
15 Jackson, Mich. 
16 New York, N. Y. (Colored) 
17 Bremerton, Wash. 
18 Warren, Pa. 
19 Clinton, la. 
20 lola, Kans. 
21 Waco, Tex. 
22 Newark, N. J. 
23 Cincinnati, Ohio. 
24 Schenectady, N. Y. 
25 Wilmington, Del. 
26 Allentown, Pa. 
27 San Antonio, Tex. (Colored) 
28 West Palm Beach, Fla. 
29 Boise, Ida. 
30 Charlotte, N. C. 
The new year has in its store many op­

portunities for serving the interests of the 
truth, and each of such opportunities holds 
a blessing for those who employ it to the 
Lord's praise. We trust that the Lord will 
open the way for further service during the 
coming year, with such additional oppor­
tunities as will increase the blessings you are 
to enjoy, that they will well exceed your 
blessings of the past year. 

With Christian greetings, we are 
Your brethren and servants in the Lord, 

Watch Tower Btble & Tract Society 




