
The Call to Service 

T HE LOJ'(] JI'Sl1S, our l\Iastel', had no 
thought ritat his people should be a 
(:ompany of more or less pious recluses, 

~hut off from the world, given over to petty 
wsks nnd so-called holy meditations. He 
expected them to be active in the procla~ 
mation of the truth, and so active as to 
call for comment from those about them. 
Notice his statement of this in the Sermon 
on the Mount: 

"Ye are the light of the world. A city 
that is set on a hill cannot be hid. Neither 
,10 men light a candle, and put It under a 
\msbel, but on a candlestick; and it giveth 
light unto all that are in the house. Let 
YOUL' light so shine before men, that they 
may see your good works, and glorify your 
lJ'ather which is in heaven."-Matthew 
5:14-16. 

In every neighborhood there are people 
that, so far as the neighbors can see, lead 
most exemplary lives. They commit no of
fences that anybody can take note of. They 
nre quiet, orderly, industrious, peaceable. 
Are we to suppose that these are fulfilling 
the conditions of the scripture above cited? 
The an!wer is obvious. 

Some of them are Turks, followers of 
Mohammed, peacefully engaged in selling 
rugs. Some are Chinese, doing laundry 
work for a living, followers of Confucius. 
Some are dealers in Japanese brie-a-brae, 
Shintoists. Many are Roman Catholics. 
Some are Christian Scientists. Are these 
fulfilling the Master's command? 

The only ones that can let their l1ghts 
shine are those who have the light. The 

light th!'y are to let shine is the light 
l'egarding the kingdom. At the first advent 
they were to go out proclaiming that the 
kingdom of heaven is at hand. They did 
so. In every corner of the Roman world 
they proclaimed that .Jesus is the Messiah. 
This they did so effectively that at length 
the great Roman empire wa.s compelled to 
take notice of what at first it only despised. 

Today the light is shining much more 
brilliantly than it was at the first advent. 
Earth's rightful King has come in his pow
er. If it was a blessed thing to announce 
the kingdom of heaven at the first ad
vent, when membership in it was confined 
to the one person, Jesus of Nazareth, the 
King, how much more blessed is the pres
ent opportunity of proclaiming our risen 
find glorified Lord as earth's rightful King, 
already present, engaged in the destruction 
of Satan's empire, putting to fiight the 
powers of darkness, and laying foundations 
broad and deep enough for a human govern
ment that will give life, liberty and hap
piness to all who w11l1 

Incidentally, it was not the candl.e wick 
that the Master wanted shown. Some have 

. misunderstood this point. The wicks should 
be good wicks, clean wicks, wicks well 
filled with oil; but the thing that the Lord 
wants revealed is not the wick but that 
which comes through it, and which results 
when the wick is consumed; namely, the 
shedding forth of the light of truth toward 
those, who, however "'commendable their 
lives, are still in darkness as respects the 
plan of God. 
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At the. beginning' of 1925 it was pointed out 
tlw t extra effort would be necessary in order 
Ulat the work would show a murked increase 
oyer l V:!l. The year's report of the activities 
of the SOo.!Kl'Y ",hows that this extra effort 
wus put forth b;y the workers in the field, and 
that tlj(· truth had a wIder witness during 1925 
than during 1!)24. DIfficulties of a new sort had 
to he met during 192.3, general depression 
tltroughont the country, and fur the most part 
tile workers reporting "No money". 'To canvass 
from o:lr to day wIth small results naturally 
would tend to discourage rather than to en
courage field work, The interest of the people, 
011 the other hand, and a marked disposItion 
on their part to listen to the truth was found 
generally, The field force seemed to just meet 
the difficulties that were presented, with greater 
results, and hence 1925 stands out as a year 
of greater witnessIng for the truth. The gen
ernl Increase in the work was more manifest 
toward the ending of the year. The earlier 
month!:; of the year did not permit so large a 
distribution of literature as dId the later 
months. Likewise, a larger proportion of the 
sale;> during t he la ter months were of the sets 
of STUDlER IN THE SCRIPTURES, whereas the 
sales in the earlier part of the year reported a 
largN' perC€utage of the HARP OF GOD. From 
this we would conclude that the attitude of 
the people called upon is continually growing 
more favorable toward the truth; for with the 
same alllount of effort workel's are now en
abled to place a larger proportion of literature 
In the llOmeii tlH'Y call upon. 

Class Report 

During the fi~cal year ending October I, 1925, 
the clas3es reported a total of 56,639 workers 
In the service throughout the year. This is a 
weekly a veiage of 1,089 workel'S. Since our 
reportIng of sales takes into consideration only 
the fuRP Course and the STUDIES IN THB: SCRIP
:rUBES, the average s~le per week of the 1,089 

workers amounted to 3,249 individual homes. 
The total number of bound volumes placed In 
the homes during 1925 was divided as follows: 

Sets of eight volume~ 
Sets of scyen yolumes 
fuKP STUDY Courses 
'l'OTAL ' 

Colpot'teur Report 
Sets of eIght volumes 
Sets of seven volumes 
HARP STUDY Courses 
TOTAL 

Sale of Book16t. 
Classes 
Colporteurs 
TOTAL 

I. B, S. A. Week 
Sets of eIght volumes 
Sets of seven volumes 
HA.B1' STUDY Courses 
HARP OF GOD 
Booklets, misc. vols, 
TOTAL 

COIWC1!tion Report 
Sets of STUDIES 
HARP OF GOD 

Booklets, misc. vol. 
TOTAL 

6,132 
9,401 

163,414 
168,947 

13,035 
7,557 

139,063 
159,655 

642,928 
275,848 
918,776 

541 
506 

4,325 
5,636 

37,251 
48,259 

384 
5,871 

25,626 
31,331 

During 1925 thel'e were approxilllately 64,899 
more bookle ts sold than during 1924 and ap
lIJ'oxhu;ttely .,989 more HARP STUDY Courses and 
48 sets of Sn:nn;s IX THE S('RIl'TURES. In th€' 
colporteur branch of the seryiee there was an 
a,erage of 439 colporteurs and an ayerage of 318 
a uxtliary colport('ul's in the serviC€ Ilhroughoutthe 
year, ma king a total average of 756 colporteurs 
in the work during 1925. The colporteur branch 
of the service sold 5,OG9 more sets of STUDIES 
IN THE SCRIPTURES than dId the class workers. 
However, the classes sold 4,351 more copies of 
the HABP OF GOD than did the colporteurs. 

Though the above figures indicate the sale 
of the publications of the SOCIETY, yet a much 



greater work should be recognized in connection 
with the field service in the house to house 
canvassing. Workers going from door to door 
give a witness for the truth in their canvass; 
and during 1925 the workers called upon 
1,415,875 homes witnessing to the truth. During 
1925 class workers visited 33,000 more ho).Iles 
than during 1924. Regular colporteurs during 
1925 visited approximately 4,032,000 homes, and 
the auxiliary (..'Olporteurs 804,000 homes. Hence 
the field force during 1925 visited 6,251,875 
homes and, when the booklets are taken into 
consideration, placed literature in 1,014,217 of 
the homes visited.· A witness of the truth of 
this nature is more far-reaching than can really 
be measured. The truth is left in some tan
gible form. People will refer to the books al
ready placed, and for the most part wlll be 
anxious for more literature that will inform 
them along the lines that they have been read
ing since your visit. As great as the witness 
might seem, yet in the final analysis it means 
that during the past year of all the subjects 
that have been brought to the attention of the 
poople, of all the ideas that they have con
sidered and given time and thought to, only 
those in whose hOmes literature was placed per
mitted the subject of the truth to occupy their 
attention after the worker's call. The larger 
proportion of the homes llstened to a talk of 
approximately fifteen minutes on the subject 
of the truth, and aside from this they hear or 
know little of it for the remainder of the year. 
.let as sorrows and perplexities come to their 
homes, they no doubt find more comfort and 
more real satisfaction in reflecting upon what 
fOU have told them than in the sum total of 
their reading of other subjects and in the satis
faction and contentment that they might ha"e 
had, temporarily from amusements, etc. 

Public Interest Increasino 
What the sale of the HARP BIBLE STUDY 

Course and the booklets should mean to the 
workers is that there is a greater number of 
homes anxious for the full . testimony of the 
Lord's kingdom- than in previous years. Ap
proximately 292,477 more homes will have had 
the IlABP BIBLE STUDY Course to conSider, refer 
to and talk over during the interim of your 
call during 1926 than last year. These people 

will surely want to know about other ,.blica
tIons of the SOCIETY; and you will tlnd them 
Interested in the 7-Volume otrer of STUDIU IN 

THE SCRIPTURES at your next call. Hence as 
you go from door to door in covering Ule ter
ritory, YOUl' aim would be to serve this ?ast 
nwnber of people with complete sets of STUIIXU 
IN THE SCRIPTURES. 

AddItionally, 917,776 homes have durlnr; the 
past year purchased copies of booklets. ;rust 
what proportion purchased them with a ?lew 
of determining the n'ature of the treatment of 
the Bible prophecies we are unable to neD 
suggest; I but we believe it is fair to say that 
the larger proportion of t)1e people who did not 
have the bound volumes and bought booklets, 
purchased booklets with this thought in mind. 
Hence if you can remember what was done in 
the territory at your previous call and 'can 
take up the subject of books where you left off 
at your last call, whether it was with the plac
ing of the HA.RP BIBLE STUDY Course or the 
booklets, you will interest the people. Of course 
it would be impossible to recollect what was 
placed in each home, and it would be almost 
impossible for the directors to supply this in· 
formation to the workers. The safest way, then, 
to take up your work exactly where you leLl 
it at the instance of your last call is to can
vass for the STUDIES IN THB SCBIPTlJ-XES, offer
ing the 8-Volume combination. The HAKP then 
will identify the books to those who have pur
chased it, and your references to the sIgns of 
the times will identify the books to those who 
have purchased booklets. It will also suggest 
to those who have purchased booklets the ad
vantage of having lhe complete library in thell' 
homes; for If the booklet has contributed much 
to their comfort during the past year the li
brary will contribute even more, because of 
the larger field that it serves. 

Commendable Class Work 
The results during 1925 have been achIeved 

by the workers' meeting obstacles with greater 
confidence and with more determination to wit
ness and raise a standard for the people. As 
each worker reflects upon the part he indIvi
dually had, and may teel that it was 8 very 
small part as compared with great results, Jet 
it was the 811SeDlbling ot ,such efforts on the 



part of all tllat made this witness possible. It 
is only by the efforts of each indivIdual iliat 
the work stands out with such wondrous re
sults and with such promising prospects for 
ilie forthcoming year. 

Of the classes who obtained the greatest re
sults in the field the first thirty are listed here
with. In considering ilie classes to be so listed 
the first consideration was ilie 'percenta~ of 
the class members who are actively engaged 
in tke service each week of the year. The sec
ond consideration was ilie results iliat the work
ers of these classes were obtaining. Conse
quently this list namei the classes who had the 
largest percentage of workers in the field and 
wkose workers were the most successful in 
placing the literature in the class territory. 

Fir" Thirty Classe. ill U. S. A. 
1925 

1. Tulsa, Okla. 
2. Bayonne, N. J. 
S. Bennett, Colo. 
4. Brooklyn Bethel. 
5. Wynnewood, Okla. 
6. Bremerton, 'Vash. 
7. New Brunswick, N. J. 
8. Watertown, N. Y. 
9. Abilene, Kans. 

10. Duluth, Minn. 
11. LanSing, Mich. 
12. Nanticoke, Pa. 
13. Lawrence, Mass. 
14. Pittsburgh, Pa. 
15. Los Angeles, Calif. 
16. Plymouth, Mich. 
17. Benton Harbor, 111ch. 
18. Endicott, N. Y. 
19. Easton, Pa. 
20. Mitchell, S. D. 
21. Wilson, N. C. 
22. Oil City, Pa. 
23. BOise, Idaho. 
24. Lancaster, Pa. 
25. York,Pa. 
26. Bloomfield, N. J. 
27. Detroit, Mich. 
28. Port Huron, Mich. 
29. New Phlladelphia, Ohio. 
30. Reading, Pa. 

From tile correspondence received at the office 
our obsenations of the work of 1925 are that 
considered from the standpoint of the workers 
there is an increased zeal manifest and greater 
joy in their opportunities and privileges. The 
reports indicate that the interest in the truth 
Is not confined to those who purchased the 
literature, but is generally manifest in the field 
as a whole; and that the calling from door to 
door demonstrates that the people nre turning 
rapidly to the truth. Comparison of the reports 
received from the workers during 1925 with 
those of previous years, shows iliat the dispo
sition of the people to have confidence in the 
truili has been gradual, each year showing n 
marked trend of interest toward the message; 
and though we might expect that the reason
ableness and beauty of the truth would appeal 
to ' a greater number, yet this gradual turning 
is for our encouragement and it is this gradual 
growth of interest that holds forth such a 
promising view for 1926. 

We trust that ilie Lord will greatly bless 
you during ilie forthcoming year, and that the 
opportunities for service will ever be on the in
crease, and iliat 1926 will provide you wiili the 
joy and blessings of the service that wlll per
mit yQu to rejOice in the Lord and. to find 
great comfort in the. blessedness of Zion. 

With Christian greetings, we are 
Your brethren and servants in the Lord, 

Watch Tower Bible &; Tract 8ociet,. 
Service Dept. 




