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‘THIS JOURNAL AND ITS SACRED MISSION

HIS Journal is one of the prime factors or instruments in the system of Bible Instruction, or “‘Seminary Extension,’’ now being presented in
P all parts of the civilized world by the WaTcu ToweR BIiBLE & TRACT SoCIETY, chartered A.D. 1881, “For the Promotion of Christian

Knowledge.?

It not only serves as a class room where Bible Students may meet in the study of the divine Word, but also as a channel of com-

munication through which they may be reached with announcements of the Society’s Conventions and of the coming of its traveling representa-

tives styled “Pilgrims,” and refreshed with reports of its Conventions.

Our “Berean Lessons™ are topical rehearsals or reviews of our Society’s published “Studies," most entertainingly arranged, and very helpful
to all who would merit the only honorary degree which the Society accords, viz., Verdi Dei Minister (V.D.M.g,'which translated into English
1

is, Minister of the D.vine Word. Our treatment of the International S. S. Lessons is specially for the older Bi

some this feature is considered indispensable.

e Students and Teachers. By

This Journal stands firmly for the defence of the only true foundation of the Christian’s hope now beingm generally repudiated,—Redemption

throiigh the precious blood of “the man Christ Jesus who gave himself a ransom [a corresponding price, a substitute] for all.”’
Building up on this sure foundation the gold, silver and precious stones (1 Cor, 3:11-15; 2 Pet, 1:5-11) of the Word

19; 1 Tim, 2:6.)

of God, its further mission is to—“Make 2!l see what is the fellowship of the mystery which . . . has been hid in God, . . .

(1 Pet. 14 5

to the intent

that now might be made known by the Chw : "1 the manifold wisdom of God”—¢which in other ages was not made known unto the sons of men

as it is now revealed.”’—Eph, 3:5-9, 10,

It stands free from all parfies, se€s an, creeds of men, while it seeks more and more to bring its every utterance into fullest subjetior. to

. the will of God in Chsist, as expressed in the Holy Scriptures.
the divine wisdom granted unto us, to understand.
implicit faith upon the sure promises of God.

It is thus free to declare boldly whatsoever the Lord hath spoken ;—according to -
Its attitude is not dogmatical, but confident; for we know whereof we affirm, treading with
It is held as a trust, to be used only in his service ; hence our decisions relative to what may and

what may not appear in its columns must be according to our judgment of his good pleasure, the teaching of his Word, for the upbuilding of his
people in grace and knowledge. And we not only invite but urge our readers ‘o prove all its utterances by the infallible Word to which reference

1s constantly made, to facilitate such testing.

TO US THE SCRIPTURES CLEARLY TEACH

That the Church is ¢“the Temple of the Living God” —peculiarly ¢¢His workmanship;*’ that its constru®ion has been in progress throughout the
Gospel ags—ever since Christ became the world’s Redeemer and the chief corner stone of his Temple, through which, when finished,
God’s blessing shall come ¢“to all people,’’ and they find access to him.—x Cor. 3:16, 17; Eph. 2:20-22; Gen. 28:14; Gal. 3:29.

That meantime the chiseling, shaping and polishi.ig. of ‘consecrated believers in Christ’s atonement for sin, progresses; and when the last of these
¢¢living stones,”” “eletand precious,’’ shall have been made ready, the great Master Workman will bring all together in the First Resurretion;
and the Temple shall be filled with his glory, and be the meeting place between God and men throughout the Millennium.—Rev. 15:5-8.

That the Basis of Hope, for the Church and the World, lies in the fact that ¢¢ Jesus Christ, by the grace of God, tasted death for everyman,”” ¢¢a ran-
som for all,"” and will be ¢‘the true light which lighteth every mean that conetk into the world,’ *‘in due time.”’—¥eb. 2:9;Ja0 1:3;1Tim. 2:5,6.

That the Hope of the Church is that she may be like her Lord, ‘‘see him as he is,”’ be ¢‘partaker of the divine nature,”” and share his glory as

his joint-heir.—1 John 3:2: John 17:24; Rom. 8:17; 2 Pet. 1:4.

That the present mission of the Cl urch is the perfeéling of the saints for the future work of service; to develop in herself every grace; to be God’s
witness to the world; and to prepare to be kings and priests in the next age, —Eph. 4:12; Matt. 24:14; Rev. 1:0; 20:6.

That the hope for the World lies in the blessings of knowledge and opportunity to be brought to @/ by Christ’s Millennial Kingdom—the restitu-

© tion of all that was lost in Adam, to all the willing and obedient, at the hands of their Redeemer and his glorified Church—when all the

wilfully wicked will be destroyed.~—Acts 3:19-23; Isa. 35.

: CHARLES T. RusseLL, Editor.

‘LETTERS FOR THE EDITOR SHOULD BE SENT TO ALLEGHENY,PA,, U, S. A,

BUSINESS COMMUNICATIONS AND REMITTANGES

ADDRESS TO

WATCH TOWER BIBLE & TRACT SOCIETY
“BIBLE HOUSE,” 610, 612, 614 ARCH ST., ALLEGHENY, PA., b S. A
. ~—OR TO—— :
BRITISH BRANCH—24 EVERSHOLT ST., LONDOX, N.W.
' GERMAN BRANCH—MIRKER STR., 45, ELBERFELD.
AUSTRALASIAN BRANCH—EQUITABLE BLDG., COLLINS ST., MELBOURNE

PRICE, $1.00 (45.) A YEAR IN 'ADVANCE,
$ONEY MAY BE SENT BY EXPRESS, BANK DRAFT, POSTAL ORDER, OR REGISTERED,
FROM FOREIGN COUNTRIES BY FORRIGN MONEY ORDERS, ONLY.
TERMS TO THB LORD’S POOR AS FOLLOWS:—

Ak Bible Students who, by reason of old age, or other infirmity or adversity, are
unable to pay for this Journal, will be supplied pre® if they send a Postal Card
each MAvY stating their case and requesting its continuance, We are not only
willing, but anxious, that all such be on our list continually and in touch with the
Studies, etc, -

BENTERED AS SECOND CLASS MAIL MATTER AT ALLEGHENY, PA., POST OFFICE.

. ‘THIS JOURNAL IS PUBLISHED IN THE
FRENCH, GERMAN, SWEDISH, DANISH AND ITALIAN LANGUAGES.
SAMPLE COPIES FREE.

ENTERED AS SECOND-CLASS MATTER AT THE POSTORFICE DEPT., OTTAWA, CANADA

“THE WONDERFUL STORY OF GOD'S LOVE”

Just issued—a poem of 59 verses by Sister M. R. Land.
It is a beautiful little booklet, appropriately illustrated, and
suggested for use as a Christmas token, Price, 15¢ or $1.50
per dozen, postpaid. ]

DANO-NORWEGIAN AND SWEDISH LITERATURE

Tabernacle Shadows and Spiritism booklets in the Dano-

MNorwegian language, 10c each. Also excellent Norwegian
Volunteer matter. :
The Hell Booklets in cloth ‘at 10c and in board covers
at 15¢, in Swedisk; also Spiritism and Tabernacle Shadows
treatises in TOWER form, in Swedisk, at 5¢ per copy. Taber-
nacle Shadows in dooklet form at 10c each. Plenty of good
Swedish Volunteer matter, :
Volume 1 in Hollandish'is now in stock at 25¢ per copy.

MOTTOES, POSTCARDS and BOOKLETS for CHRISTMAS

We have a choice line at very low prices, as set forth in.

our issue of November Ist. Also * Sermonette” Postcards, 15¢
per dozen, postpaid. . :

Glacier Window Mottoes, like those exhibited at the Con-
vention, 30c per dozen, postpaid.

OLD THEOLOGY QUARTERLY

We are about to discontinue these T'racts. Order at once all
you can use, so we need not move the stock to our new quarters,

STUDIES IN THE. SCRIPTURES
“MILLENNIAL DAWN” °
THASE STUDIRS ARE RECOMMENDED TO STUDRNTS AS VERITABLE “BIBLE XBYS "
PRICES ARE NET AND BARELY COVER COST OF PRODUCTION,
WHEN DELIVERED BY COLPORTEURS THE COST AND PRICE ARE INCRRASED.

SERIES 1., The Plan of the Ages, gives an outline of the divine plan
revealed in the Bible, relating to man’s redemption and restitution
%86 pageas, )in embossed cloth, 25¢. (1s. }4d.). India paper edition, 75c¢.

3s.114d.). - :

This volume has been published as a special issue of our journal—
at the extremely low price of sc a copy, in any quantity, postage in-
cluded. (To foreign countries, gc.) This enables people of slender
purse to herald far and wide the good tidings in a most kelpful form

SERIES 11, The Time is al Hand, treats of the manner and time of
the Lord’s second coming, considering the Bible Testimony on this
subject: 370 pages, in embossed cloth 25c. (1s. %4d.). India paper
edition, 75¢. (3s. 1%4d.). .

SERIES 1L, Thy Kingdom Come, considers prophecies which mark

. events connected with the “Time of the End,” the glorification of the
Church and the establishment of the Millennial Kingdom; it also con-
tains a chapter on the Great Pyramid, showing its corroboration of the
dates and other teachings of the Bible: 384 pages, in embossed cloth
25¢ (1s. 34d.). India paper edition, 75¢c. (3s.1%d.). -

SERIES 1V., The Day of Vengeance, shows that the dissolution of the
present order of things is in progress, and that all the panaceas offered
are valueless to avert the predicted end. It marks in these events the
fulfilment of prophecy, noting specially our Lord"s great prophecy of
Matt. 24, and Zech. 14:1-9: 660 pages, in embossed cloth 3oc. (15, 3d.).
India paper edition, 85¢ (3s. 63%d.) -

SERIES V., The Ai-one-ment Between God and Man, treats an all-
tmportant subject—the hub, the center around which all the features
of divine grace revolve. Its topic deserves the most careful and
prayerful consideration on the part of all true Christians: 507 pages,

“in embossed cloth 3oc. (1s. 3d.). India paper edition, 85¢ (3s.6%2d.)

SERIES V1., The New Creation, deals with the Creative Week, Gen
esis r and 2, and with the Church, God’s * New Creation.” It exam-
ines the personnel, organization, rites, ceremonies, obligations and
hopes appertaining to those called and accepted as members of the
body under the Head: 740 pages, in embossed cloth 3oc. (1s. 3d.).
India paper edition, 85¢ (3s. 6%4d.) S L

The above.prices include postage. .

In FurL Lgareer Binowve, gilt edges, the set (6 vols.) $3 oo,
(12s. 6d.), plus postage 6oc (1s.).

MILLENNIAL DAWN is published in foreign- languages as follows:
in German, five vols., in Swedisk, Vols. 1, 2, 3'and §; in Dano-Nor-
wegian, three vols.; in Frenck. two vols.; in Jlalian, one vol; in
Greek, two vols.; bound in cloth, uniform with English edition, prices

" the same.

The volumes in English are bound in two styles. MILLENNIAL Dawn
in green cloth binding and SCRIPTURE STUDIES in marcon cloth. Spe-
cify which you desire.
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HIS WORK

Seeing that God has such a wonderful plan for the blessing
of mankind, Pastor Russell gave all of his power and energy
to making known these great truths to the world. He never
took a vacation; he worked until the day of his death.

Like other Christians, he was looking for the second com-
ing of Christ. Between 1872-6 he discovered that the Scrip-
tures clearly teach that the Lord would not return in a body
of flesh, but would return as a spirit being, invisible to human
eyes, and that his sccond prerence was due in the autumn of
1874. This led to the publishing of a booklet entitled, “The
Object and Manner of Our Lord’s Return,” which had a phe-
nomenal circulation,

Many students of the Bible throughout the United States
and Canadn responded to the information derived from that
book, and his correspondence became voluminous. Realizing
the necessity of keeping the truth hefore the minds of those
who had begun to inmvestigate, in 1879 be began the publication
of TiHE WaTtcH Towrr AKXD Hirgarp oF CIirIST’S PRESEXCE, and
was its sole Fditor to the time of his death. This journal is
issued semi-monthly; it never publishes advertisements, but is
devoted exclnsively to religious topics. Among the English
speaking people in the United States, Canada and Great
Britain, its semi-monthly cirenlation is 45,000 copies. It is
also published in German, French, Swedish, Dano-Norwegian
and Polish, reaching a large number of subscribers in America
and Europe.

He was President of the Warcn Towrr BIpLE Axp TracT
Socirty from its organization in 1884 until his death, He was
also President of the PEOPLES PULPIT ASSOCIATION, organized
in 1909, and the INTFRNAT:ONAL BmLE STUDENTS ASSOCIA-
TION, incorporated in London, in 1913, both of the latter cor-
porations being adjuncts to the WArcit Towrr BIBLE AND
Tract Socrery. Through these religious corporations, as well
as by the word of mouth, he promulgated the Gospel of Mes-
stah’s kingdom. He was the anthor of the following publi-
cations, issued hetween the years 1881 and 1914, each having
phenomenal circulation, as given below:

Foop ¥or THINKING CITRISTIANS. . 1,450,000

TABERNACLE SHADOWS ... .......... «..cuven 1,000,000
DIviNE PLAN OF THE AGES ................ ... 4,817,000
THE TIME 1s AT HAND. ... ... .. ... ... ...t 1,657,000
Tay KincpoM COME .. ........ ... ........ 1,578.000
BATTLE OF ARMAGEDDON ... ... ...... 464.000
THE ATONEMENT ... cvvriiimreannnennns 445,000
THE NEW CREATION. ... ..ot itiuinararennnnan 423,000
WHAT SAY THE ScrRIrTURES ApovuTrT HELL . 3,000,000

He was also the author of WHAT SAY THE SCRIPTURES
Apout SpiriTisM, Orp THEOLOGY TRACTS, et cetera, et cetera.
He was the anthor of the Prmoro-DraMA OF CrEATIOR. which
had been exhibited prior to his death to more than nine mil-
lion persons. ITe wrote and published the ScENARIO of the
PrOTO-DRAMA OF CREATION, which had a very wide circula-
tion. His publications were translated into thirty-five differ-
ent languages. At the same time he was Pastor of wore than
1,200 congregations of Bible students, in different parts of the
world. These he visited and taught as often as possible.

He organized and conducted a Lecture Bureau which con-
stantly emrployed seventy Bihle lecturers, who traveled and
delivered lectures on the Scriptures. He organized and man-
aged an auxiliary lecture bureau of seven hundred men who
gave a portion of their time to lecturing on Bible teachings.
Each year he wrote practically all of the copy for the Bmir
STUDENTS MONTHLY, the annual distribution of which
amounted to approximately fifty million copies.

THE WATCH TOWER

BrooxrLyYN, N. Y,

His weekly sermons were handled by a newspaper syndi-
cate, More than 2,000 newspapers, with a combined circula.
tion of fifteen million readers, at one time published his dis-
courses. All told, more than 4,000 newspapers published
these sermons.

The Continent, a publication whose editor often oppescd
Pastor Russell, once published the following significant state-
ment concerning him:

“His writings are said to have greater newspaper cir-
culation every week than those of any other living man;
a greater, loubtless, than the combined circulation of the
writings of all the priests and preachiers in North Ameri-
iea; greater even than the work of Arthur Brisbane,
Normar Hapgood, George llorace Lorimer, Dr. Frank
Crane, Frederick Haskins, and a dozen other of the best
known editors and syndicate writers put together.”

HARVEST WORK

Pastor Russell adhered closely to the teachings of the
Scriptures. He belicved and taught that we are living in the
time of the second presence of our Lord, and that his presence
dates from 1874; that since that time we have been living in
the time of the end”—the “end of the age,” during which the
Lord has been conducting his great harvest work; that, in
harmony with the Lord’s own statement, this harvest work is
separating true Christiang designated as “wheat,” from
merely professing Christians, designated as “tares,” and
gathering the true saints into the kingdom of the Lord. It
is here interesting to note that Jesus said, “Who then is a
faithful and wise servant, whom his Lord hath made ruler
over his household, to give them meat in due season? Blessed
is that servant, whom his Lord. when he cometh, shall find so
doing! Verily, I say unto you that he shall make him ruler
over all his goods.” Thousands of the readers of Pastor Rus-
sell’s writings believe that he filled the office of “that faith-
ful and wise servant,” and that his great work was giving to
the household of faith meat in due season. His modesty and
humility precluded him from openly claiming this title, but
he admitted as much in private conversation. Tor a more de-
tailed account of his work, reference is made to T WaTcH
TowER of June 1st, 1916.

In 1910 Pastor Russell visited Palestine and Russia. He
there orally delivered lectures to thousands of orthodox Jews
on the regathering of Jews to Palestine. In 1911 he was one
of a committee of seven who made a journey around the world
and especially examined into the conditions of missionary
work in Japan, China, Korea and India. On the same occa-
sion he again visited the Jews in Palestine and Galatia, ex-
plaining to them that the prophecies teach that the Jews at an
early date will again be established in Palestine. On his re-
turn to America he was given a great ovation at the New
York City Hippodrome by thousands of Jews, his discourse on
this oceasion being published by Hebrew papers both in Amer-
ica and in Europe.

During the 42 years of Pastor Russell's Christian work
he never directly or indirectly solicited money. No col-
lection was ever taken at any meecting addressed by him or by
sny of his associates. He haa faith that the Lord would
supply sufficient money to carry on his work; that the work
was the Lord’s, and not man’s. The fact that voluntary con-
tributions were liberally made by many persons throughout
the world proved that his conclusions were correct,

He devoted his private fortune entirely to the cause to
which he gave his life. He received the nominal sum of $11.00
per month for his personal expenses. He died, leaving no
estate whatsoever.

Thus closed the career of a most remarkable man. He
was loved most by those who knew him best.

BROTHER RUSSELL'S CHRISTMASTIDE GREETINGS

Shortly before his death Brother Russell gave instructions
for the publication of a beautiful little card conveying his
Christian greetings and best wishes to the new creation,
together with references to five recent WATcn Tower articles
which he considered particularly timely and helpful, also
anncuncing the Year Text for 1917, over his signature. On
the other side of this card is a rotogravure reprodnction of
the famous painting, “Christ Stilling the Storm on the Sea,”
as selected by our Pastor. According to his request, these
cards are now being enclosed in all regular mail sent out

from his office in acknowledgment of orders, etc. By this
means practically all of our interested readers will receive
one. Any who fail to receive a copy, may have one upon
request,

Anticipating a continued demand for this picture, he
ordered an edition in regular post-card form, with space for
message, which may be had at 10e per doz., postpaid. We
have also a quanfity of the same picture in post-card size,
printed on heavy coated paper, with “Our Morning Resolve”
on the reverse side. These will cost 6c per doz., postpaid.
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“PARTAKERS OF THE HEAVENLY CALLING”

Holy brethren, chosen by the sovereign Voice of Might,

Sec your high and holy ealling out of darkness inte light!
Called according to his purpose and the riches of his love,
Won to listen by the leadings of the gentle heavenly dove!

Called to suffer with our Master, patiently to run his race;
Called a blessing to inherit, called to holiness and grace,

Called to fellowship with Jesus by the ever faithful One,
Called to his eternal glory, to the kingdom of God’s Son.

Whom he calleth he preserveth: and khis glory they shall see.
He is faithful who hath called you; he will do it, fear not ye!
Then, holy brethren, onward! Thus make your calling sure;
For the prize of the high calling bravely to the end endure.

JETHRO’S COUNSEL

[The last three paragraphs of this article were reprinted from Chapter III, Volume 1 of Seripture Studies.
paragraphs were reprinted from article entitled, “God’s Covenant at Sipai,” published in issue of August I. 1813.

The first two
The re-

mainder was reprinted from article, “God First—in the Decalogue,” published in issue of July 1, 1902. Please see articles

named, ]

“BE THOU FAITHFUL UNTO DEATH"

Faithful when with tears thine eyes are dim,
Faithful when Joy’s cup o’erflows its brim;
Faithful when God seems to veil his face,
Faithful when he erowns thy work with grace.
Faithful, though thy loved ones turn aside,

Lips that praised thee once, with harshness chide:
Faithful though success enwreathe thy brow,
Faithful should the world before thee bow.
Faithful till hath fled life’s fleeting breath,

Eager hands lie folded still in death.

THE TEN COMMANDMENTS

[Paragraphs 4 to 7 of this article were reprinted from article entitled. “God's Ten {ommandments,” published in 1ssue of
August 1, 1913, Paragraph & was reprinted from an artrele entitied, “Who Is My Neighbor,”.published in issue of ~ame date.
The remainder was reprinted from article entitled, “Thia Doth God Require,” published in issue of June 15, 1907. Please see

articles named.]

LETTERS FROM AFIELD

A MESSAGE OF GRATITUDE
To TUE DEAR FRIENDS EVERYWHERE :—

Grace, merey and peace be multiplied unto you!

Am taking advantage of an opportunity to dictate this note
to extend to all the dear friends throughout the United States
and Canada my heartfelt thanks for the great love bestowed
upon us and manifested in the numerous Christmas presents
which 1 and my associates have received, as well as cards,
letters and messages of love. May the Lord bless you one
and all!

I am unable to write you personally, and so am asking that
this general message be given you. I am overwhelmed by
your expressiona of love, dear brethren. May the Lord re-
ward you richly!

Your brother and servant by his grace,

J. F. RUTHERFORD,
CONVINCED OF HIS MISTAKEN AOTION
DEAR BRETHEEN:—

It is with deep regret for my action taken about a week
ago that I humbe write this Ietter, aclmovwledging that I
have made a grievous mistake in supposing for one moment
that THE WaTcH Tower was no longer being guided of the
Jord, 1 attended a meeting of opponents, at which were
some hitherto ﬂllazomineni: brethren. Their arguments were
so convincing t upon my return I immediately sent the
copy of the letter to you, without any meditation or without
looking to the leading of the Lord in the matter.

However, since that time I have meditated very much over
the matter, looking up various Seriptures, Now I am fully
convinced of my mistake, and beg to apologize for being so
hasty in snch an important matter and for any inconvenience
or trouble I may have caused there. Hoping that name
will again be placed among the readers of THE WATCH
‘Towrr, and also a8 a member of the International Bible 8tu-
dents’ Association, I remain

Your brother in the service of the Lord,

G. W. V. B—Wasgh.
OUR PASTOR'S WORDS A8 TRUE NOW AS EVER
DrAr BaErEREN IN CHBIST:—

The Towze is certainly grand; and we believe the words
of our dear Pastor are just ae true now as they ever were
(See F 658) and that THE Warcr Towrr will be used of
the Lord in the future as well as in the past. (Luke 12:37;
Revelation 8:3; 14:18) The “Mizpah” of Jeremish seems
to teach the same thing, Mizpah meaning “watchtower.”

We ask an interest in your prayers that we may stand ever
faithful, and assure yon of ours in harmony with the Vow.
Yours in the one hope, Bro. and Br. K. F. B.—Okio.
THE FATHBR’S BOUNTIFUL TABLE

DEAR BRETHBEN :—

We just want to tell you something about cur appreciation
of the last two issues of Tae Warcr Towes. We feel sure
we have never enjoyed a TowER as we have that of Nov. let,

VIl—36
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particularly the first article and the reproduction from one
of the old TowErs—“Divine Providences.” We have read
and re-read these articles, and it seems to us they are just
about the finest we have ever had the good fortune to see,
and we are grateful to our heavenly Father for hia abundant
and delicious spread, Every article in the Tower of Nov.
Ist is a gem; and the issue of Nov. 15th is also fine as far
as we have read, particularly the first article, The dear
Father is certainly setting a mest wonderful and bountiful
table before us, and it seems that the food gets bebter as the
end of the way draws mearer.

Be assured that it iz our daily prayer that our heavenly
Father will guide and direet you in the work you are doing:
and we ask also that you remember us in your petitions,

Your brother by his grace, P. A G~

COULD NOT MAKE DEAY EARS HEAR
DeAR BRETHREN :—

How may 1 become a member of the Church of Present
Truth? I was converted to the belief last winter when a
copy of one of your publications was placed in my hands;
and I believe that it was by divine providence that I received
the volume. I had long struggled with and argued inst
theories on the Bible a8 expounded by the Sunday -gi‘mo!
journals of various churches, until at times I was ashamed of
myself, and thought that perhaps the devil was inspiring me
to argue against God’s Word. But now I see that 1 was
blindly struggling for truth and light.

At the time when I got the volume I was teacher of the
men’s Bible class in the First Methodist Church here. I
realized that it taught me to leave the erring church; but I
was so desirous of bringing the light to those whom I had
learned to love that I continued to teach the class, discarded
theories of the journals and substituted as much present
truth as I knew. T was the president of the Gospel Team;
and I gave it to them there and tried to lead them to the real
truth. But this was all in vain. In a little while T despaired
and quit. So at last I have given up all hope of making a
deaf ear hear. I mm “done.”” Have you any adviee for me?

Sineerely yours, A, E. J— Kans.

GRATEYUL APPRECIATION OF THE TOWER
BrerHREX BELOVED IN THE LORD:—

Grace and J»eaee be muitiplied unto you! Many timee have
I had in mind to write to you to tell you of my deep love
for you, and of how much I appreciate what you sre doing jor
me in the way of strmgthenin%vmy faith and ineressing my
joys in the Lord through TeEE WatcH TowER: but I have re-
frained from so doing because I know that you are all guite
busy. But when I read the lsat Tower (Deec. lst fssue) I
could refrain no longer, as it contained just the subjects that
I bave been considering for the past thres months, using the
same references—the back numbers of the Tower. From the
Towzs of 1011, pages 180-182, the article on “The Rewards
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seven of us to he sentenced together, for some reason known
to him the eighth brother being left behind and not yet sen-
tenced. We spent seven days and nights in the dark cells of
Raymond Street jail, Brooklyn. Ther we were removed to
Long Island City jail. and placed in seven adjoining cells on
the corrider. Here for seven days we have had fellowship to-
gether, being permitied to assemble in one cell every morning
for our Bethel service. We have been treated very kindly here.
And now on the seventh might in this prison we are informed
that this js to be onr last here, and that on the morrow we
shall be taken to Atlanta. This journey will begin July 4,
when all the allied nations are celebrating the birthdey of the
American nation,

During our imprisonmment the other prisoners have been
re~pectful to us and have treated us with deference. The offi
rer~ have been kind. We have eapected to be governed by the
prison rules, and bave gladly obeyed them in letter and in
spirit. Not a tear of regret or of bitterness has been shed by
wue of the seven. We have wept for ybu, Beloved; we have
sorrowed becan<e of our separation from you, We have prayed
much for you, that the dear Lord will protect you from the
wolves and will take you safely into his fokd. We know that he
loves you more than we can, and that he will care for you
where we cannot.

Sorrow not for us, dear Saints; for we are in the Lord’s
hands. Thus far he has led us, and he will lead us on. Your
pathway may be fraught with many trying experiences; but
remember his words, “Fear not them that can kill the body,
but fear Him who may destroy the sonl [new creaturel,” “Fear
not, little flock; it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you
the kingdom.” T know that you are now counted by ecclesias-
ticism as the off-scourings of the earth; and that you are a
mazingstock while you are companions of prisoners. But for-
get all these things. Remember that our Master made himself
of no reputation, that he endured the eruet croes, despising the
~hame, all that he might do the Father’s will. What a blessed
privilege, then, to be counted worthy of bearing some of the
reproaches that fel! upon him! God has favore® you and us
above the ancient worthies, who endured hardships. sufferings
and persecutions far greater than we have endured. He has
favored us above the angels of heaven, whe desired to lonk intn
his plan, but were not permitted. He has favored us by call-
ing us to the beavenly calling far above angels, powers and
prineipalities, sctting before us the greatest of all prizes. He
tells us that we can have this prize only by passing through
much tribulation, and that the feet members must have a
goodly part of this persecution. Behold, then, the persecution
and the prize; behold the cross and crown! Wae ean have the
latter only by glidly taking the former. Shall we then falter
or fall back? T am persuaded of you. dear Brethren, that you
will not falter; but that when the fiery chariot comes near,
vou will gladly take to it. Tt is the greatest privilege ever to
et into that chariot. 1t means a heme of glory: it means
a cerown of life; it means to see and be like Jesus; it means to
behold the face of the great Jehovah.

LONGING FOR THE DAY

Poor blind world. It is mad. It is drunk with the wine
of Babylon. It is staggering now like a drunken man, and is
about at its wit’s end. (Psalm 107:27-29) Soon the Prince
of Peace will speak to the raging waves of the surging masses,
and then quietness and calmness will result. Then will follow
the desire of all honest people of all nations. If we have with-
stood the storms and have been faithinl {o the Lord, we may
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have a part in blessing those who have used us ill because they
did not know us, even as the same class did not know our
Master.

The dark night is at hand; but remember that it is darkest
just before dawn of the bright day, Scon the Sen of Right-
eousness will fully arise with healing in hia beams; and if we
have proven faithful, we shall experience the sweet promise of
our Lord, who said: “Then shall the rightcous shine forth as
the brightness of the sun in the kingdom of the Father,” (Mat-
thew 13:49) Then will the world know us, not as seditionists.
but as true patriots, that we are not enemies bhut friends, anxi-
ous to do all for mankind. The Lord has promised that the
world shall know who has been born in Zien. (Psalm 87:5)
Will you be born there? I lhope you will. I hope I shalil see
you there. Then will be fully appreciated the words oi our
dear Brother St. Paul that “these light afllictions endure but
a moment, and they ure working aut for us 2 far more execed-
ing and eternal weight of glory.” (2 Corinthians $:17) XNow
you are despised and hated of all nations; and now is the time
to remember the words of our King: “In patience possesa ve
yourdsou]s”; “He that endureth to the end the same shall be
saved.”

EXHORTATION TG LOYALTY

We have heheld the degraded characters in these prisoms.
We wnlked by a prisoner who boasted ihat he had murdered
his fellow man. He was sentenced to ten years. Seven men
were there who had given their all to kelp mankind; and they
were senicneed to twenty years of four counts, or eighty years
each. We have beheld mueh sorrow and suffering. What joy
awaits mankind when “the ransomed of the Lord shall return
[from death and degradation] and come to Christ with songs
of joy upon their heads!” What joy to have a part in return-
ing and blessing them!

Beloved in the Lord, the history of the ages is behind you;
and a sad history it is. The glories of eternity are before yon
and its grandeurs are beyond the dreams of man. Long have
we hoped and prayed for the coming of God’s kingdom of right-
eousness. We are standing at ifs very portals now. Lot us
hold fast a little while, and we shall enter into the presence
of our King. Then hy his grace we ghall sec him face to face.
Oh, that will be glory for me and for you!

The gnard has graciously granted me a candle in my cell, this
being my last night here. It is past midnight; my candle is
burning low; and I must close, Never have I loved you so
much, and never have T desired so much to talk to you.

And now tomorrow, as prisoners for the truth’s sake, wo
go to Atlanta. We go in the stremgih of the Lord. We seven
have learned, to love each other with an ever increasing love.
We may not again see you in the flesh. We commend you
to the gracious and loving arms of our Father and our Lord
Jesus Christ. Oh, how my heart yearns to do something for
you! But our dear Lord will do what T cannot. His grace,
geace and love be multiplied unto yon. Be faithful, be brave,

e loyal, be true; and may the Falher of mercies and God of
all comfort bless, keep and comfort you,
Your brother and bend-slave of our blessed King.
dJ. F. RUTIHERFORD,

P. S5.—We, associate prisoners of our dear Brother Ruther-
ford, desire to express our hearty concurrence in the above
mesgage of love and admonition,

W. E. Vaxy AmsureH, A. M. MacMILLAYN, Gro. H, FrouEr,
Craxyron J. WoopworTH, R. J. MartiN, F. H, RorisoN,

July 3, 1918. Long Island City, N. Y.

CHRISTMAS JOY—OUR INCARCERATED BRETHREN

DEAR BRETHREN EVERYWHERE:

Since our brethren in prison cannot write all the dear
friends, in their behalf 1 wish to express the great gratitude
they feel to each and every one of the dear brethren whe eent
them some remembrance for Christmas, and this without re-
gard te intrinsic value of the pift.

Many of their presents were packages of good, substantial
and wholesome food. Since receiving it they have much im-
proved physically. The oranges and grapefruit have been spe-
cially beneficial and probably have saved them from much
sickness and suffering. The other foods bave built them up
physically, and each one is feeling much better. They are very
grateful tn the Lord for these temporal blessings and are very
desirous of expressing their thankfulness and gratitude to the
dear ones sending the gifts. Especially do they desire to ex-
press their thankfulness and appreeiation of the great love that
prompted the gifts. They were very much touched by the sweet
messages accompanying the remembrances. One dear sister
wrote, “Sugar was searce, and we did without several days to
save sugar to make some goodies for you,” Of course the

brethren had to slied some tears for such love; and all they
could say was: “God bless them for their loving kindnesa!™
Never this cide the veil, dear friends, will you know how much
goad you did and how much joy you brought to these ambas-
sadors who are prisoners for Christ’'s sake,

More than 150 priconers in the Castle had nothing for
Christmas, and so our brethren got a list of them from the
officers, and out of their own abundanece made up a little
Christmas package for each of the unfortunates; and thus
many were made happy. Even the ofiicers were so pleased
that they were heard to say, “Never was anything like that
done at this place before.” And so we can truly say, the Lord
was in the prison that Christmas. I knew each of you would
be glad to know these things, because each of yon had a past.

Our brethren wish me to say for them that they love you
one and all very much—every one of the Lord’s dear little
ones—and if it be his will they greatly desire to come to yon
and serve you and make known their love unio you.

Your sisfer by his grace,
Haegrer B, Frseer—Ga.
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{nto ¥English is Minister of God's Werd. Our treatment of the International Sunday School Lessons is specially for the older Bible
students and teachers, By some this feature is considered indispensable.
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~—redemption through the precious blood of “the man Christ Jesus, who gave himself a ransom [a corresponding price, a substitute] for
all”, (1 Peter 1:10; 1 Tinothy 2:G) Building up on thiy surce foundation the gold, silver and precious stopes (1 Corinthians 3: 11-
15; 2 Peter 1:5-11) of the Word of Ged, its further mission is to “make all see what i3 the fellowship of the mystery which. , .hag
been hid in God, . . . to the intent that now might be made known by the church the manifold wisdom of '—swhich In other ages
was not made known unto the sons of men as it is now revealed”.—XEphesians 3:5-8, 10.

It stands free from all partics, sects and creeds of men, while it seeks more and more to bring its every utterance imto fullest
subjection to the will of God in Christ, as exprcssed in the holy Scriptores. It is thus free to declare boldly whatsoever the Lord
hath spoken—according to the divine wisdom granted wnto us to understand his utterances. Its attitude is not dogmatic, but contident;
for we know whereof we affirm, treading with imnlicit faith upon the sure promises of God. It is held as a trust, to be nsed only in hig
service; hence our decisions relative to what may and what may not appear in 1ts columns must be according to our judgment of his
gaod pleasure, the teaching of his Word, for the upbuilding of his people in grace and knowledge, And we not only invite but urge oux
readers to prove all its utterances by the infallible Word to which reference is constantly made te facilitate such testing,

TO US THE SCRIPTURES CLEARLY TEACH

‘That the church Is “the temple of the living God”, peculiarly “his workmanship” ; that it8 construction has been in progress throughout
the gowpel age—ever since Christ became the world’s Redeemer and the Chief Corner Stone of his temple, through which, when
finished, God's blessiuz shall come “to &ll people”, and they find access to him.—1 Corinthians 3:16, 17; Ephesians 2:20-22;
Genes:s 28 : 14; Galalians 3: 29,

That meantime the chiseling, shaping, and polishing of consecrated bellevers in Christ's atonement for sin, progresses; and when thg
lest of these “living stones', “elect and precious,” shall have been made rcady, the great Master Workman will bring all together
in 'be first resurrection; and the temple shall be filled with his glory, and be the meeting place between God and men throughout
the Millenuium.—Revelation 15: 5-8,

That the basis of hope, for the chureh and the world, Hes in the fact that “Jesus Christ, by the grace of God, tasted death for every
man,” “a ransom for all,” and will be “the true light which lighteth every man that cometh into the world”, “in due time".—
Hebrews 2:9; John 1:2; 1 Timothy 2:5, 6.

That tbe hope of the church is that she mai be like her Lord, “see bim as he is,” be partaker of the divine pature, and share his
glory as his joint-heir.~1 John 3:2; John 17:24; Romans 8:17; 2 Peter 1:4.
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i4; Revelation 1: 6; 20:6,
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PRAYER-MEETING TEXTS FOR JANUARY, 1924
January 2: “’21‘1134G0d of heaven shall set up a kingdom.”—Daniel

Jenuary 9: “T;:g kéngdom is an everlasting kingdom.”—Psalm
145:13.

January 16: ‘““The Lord hath prepared his throne in the heavens.”
—Dsalm 103:19.

January 23: “T have set my king upon my hely hill.”—Psalm 2: 6.

Janunary 30: ‘“The government shall be upon his shoulder.”—Isaiah

“The Way to Paradisc” is the title of the new book
for children. It was planned to have this book ready
for Christmas, but pen drawing of illustrations selected
has delayed the publication. It can be announced that
the book will be ready about February 1st. It will con-
tain 256 pages including 40 illustrations, is cloth bound,
gold stamped, about 5x714 inches. Price per copy 65
cents; in quantities of 50 or more, 40 cents. '

1924 YEAR CALENDAR

A specially drawn design apropos to the ~ar text. The
card is 10%4x18% inches in size and is nted in six
colors. A weekly calendar pad is attached containing the
year text, also the weekly text for prayer-meeting topjc
together with the Bethel morning hymn. 35 cents each,
three for $1.00. In quantiti of fifty or more, 25 Cents
each, charges collect.

MOTTOES
An entirely new line of 22 beautiful designs, 44 texts, of
various sizes, viz., 5x7, Tx10, 10x14, 14x20 inches. The
designs were made especially for us, and have texts in
keeping with the year text. This line of mottoes may be
obtained as follows:

Packet containing 1 of each design and each text—

44 mottoes $14.00
Packet containing 1 of each design—24 mottoes..____. 7.00
Packet containing assortment of designs and sizes—

6 mottoes 2.50
Packet containing assortment of designs—6 mottoes 2.00
Packet containing assortment of designs—5 mottoes 1.50

Packet containing assortment of designs—4 mottoes .75
Single mottoes, per copy, 14x20, T5c; 10x14, 40c; 7x10,
20c; 5x7, 10c.
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SPIRITUAL DEVELOPMENT

Although the fiery trals of 1917 and 1918 caused quite
a number who had worked in harmony with the SociETY
to turn aside and follow a different course, yet the Lord
quickly filled up the ranks with new recruits and brought
in even more. Reports of those that commemorated the
Memorial in 1923 were far greater than these of any
previous year during the harvest period. From 1904 to
1922 the greatest number of colporteurs in the field at
any one time was 650; while the greatest number of
bound volumes sold during any one year was 728,478.
In 1923 the largest number of colporteurs in the service
at any one time was 921; and the total sales of cloth-
bound books by the colporteurs for the past year aggre-
gate 1,241,570. This is by far the greatest record ever
made in the United States. The Lord’s hand has surely
been in the work and “a marvelous work he hath done.”

More and more the brethren appreciate the fact that
it is their privilege to announce the new government of
Christ Jesus the Messiah, that which will bring peace
and rest and life to mankind. Their love for the Lord
and his cause has spurred them on to greater efforts
this year. While the contributions to the “Good Hopes”
fund have been in cxcess of what they were a year sgo,
the classes throughout the United States in particular,
and also many other countries, have expended large
sums of money in preparing for a public witness and

iving the same. It is impossibie to estimate the amount
of money spent by the friends in this way; but it has
all been spent to a good purpose.

During the year the classes have considered each week
the prayer-meeting texts relating to the transformation
of the new creature into the likeness of the Lord and
Master, by keeping the mind fixed upon the Lord and
striving to codperate with him in this transforming work.
The influence has been such that visible effects are
manifested by the brethren. It is easy to be seen that
the classes generally throughout the country are in a
good spiritual condition, have entered into the joy of
the Lord, and are doing whatsoever their hands find to
do with gladness, looking to that blessed time when all
the faithful ones shall enter the habitation of the saints
in glory, there to dwell in the house of the Lord forever,
to behold his beauty and to inquire in his temple.
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The kingdom of heaven is at hand. Of that we are
quite certain. No greater privilege was ever granted to
men or angels than that of now telling to the world
that the great Messiah is here, has taken unto himself
his power and will establish a government that will
bring the desire of all nations.

Let us gird on our armor and with renewed zeal and
determination press on during the year that is just
before us, rejoicing as we go; and the God of heaven
whom we serve will fight our battles for us and will
bring us through victorious.

ELECTION

Immediately following the report, which was received
with unanimous approval, the order of business pro-
cceded to the election of the Board of Directors and
Officers of the SocieTy. Brother Sexton gaining recog-
nition, said: “It was my privilege four years ago to
place in nomination the oflicers of this Sociery. The
splendid record made during that time and particularly
as shown by the report we have just heard warrants me
in concluding that the Lord was pleased with that
nomiration and has been blessing the servants of the
Soctery. I, thercfore, take pleasure in nominating for
Directors the following:

J. F. Rutherford

C. A, Wise

W. E. Van Amburgh
A. H. Macmillan
Hugo H. Riemer

J. A. Baeuerlcin

C. H. Anderson”

There being no other nominations these were elected
by unanimous vote. The share-holders then proceeded -
to the nomination of the election of officers and the
following were unanimously elected, to wit:

For President, J. F. Rutherford
For Vice-President, C. A. Wise
For Secretary-Treasurer, W. E. Van Amburgh

There being no further business the annual meeting
adjourned,

CHRISTMAS

“To give some little token of affection’s warmth
To those whose lives are rich in what is best;
To give the hungry food, the tired rest,

Call back the blush of youth to faded cheek;
To bring a glint of joy to eyes grown dim,
Or sing a hymn of praise for those whose cares
And plodding toil have never yet been sung;
To clasp the stranger’s hand like that of friend
And feel his heart beat full with brother’s love;

“To open wide the doors of vision and of thought
For those whose souls are starvitg for the truth,
And bid them welcome to a stronger hope;

To give our better selves to those most dear;
To stand alone with God and life among
The quiet hills, beneath a heaven of stars,
Too full of jey for words or song—
All this was taught us in thy birth,

0 Son of God and man|”
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EARTH’S RIGHTFUL GOVERNOR

“For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given, and the government shall be upon his shoulder; and his nams

shall be called Wonderful, Counseller, The mighty God, The everlasting Father,

The

Prince of Peace.”—Isaiah 9: 6.

‘): JITH the coming of the Christmas season all
Christians have something to say about Jesus.
That is supposed to be the time of his birth.

Most of the professed Christians at this season

of the year give the three wise men wide advertisement
by highly colored cards picturing them, by cantatas, and
by divers and numerous other ways. Satan has ever
been on the alert to see to it that he and his agents are
to the fore and get plenty of advertisement. By this
means he turns the minds of the people away from the

Lord. He has deceived most of the people gbout Christ-

mas as well as about many other things. Students of the

Bible know that the wise men were uot representatives

of the Lord but were tools of Satan, used by him to

carry out his conspiracy.

2 The Scriptural account of the wise men is set forth
in Matthew 2:1-16. This record, together with cor-
roborative facts, shows that the vision had by the wise
men, and the light which they followed, were approx-
imately two years after the birth of the child Jesus.
Satan seized upon the incident and has worked it over-
time for the purpose of turning the minds of men away
from God and his beloved Son and from the true facts
concerning the birth of the Savior and God’s great plan
of redemption.

* Students of the Scriptures also know that the birth
of the babe Jesus did not take place in December; yet
because of the general belief upon this point by most peo-
ple, it seems to be an appropriate time to speak the
truth concerning his birth end the purpose thereof.
The Scriptural testimony, supported by extraneous
facts, shows that the birth of Jesus occurred approx-
imately October 1st. The event is so important that it
is always appropriate to call it to the minds of the peo~
ple, regardless of the date.

HIS LOVING KINDNESS

41t ig written: “God is love.” Few of earth’s crea-
tures have ever understood the full import of that
statement, Love is the perfect expression of unselfish-

ness. God’s love for man has been made manifest in
many marked ways. The Scriptures were written for
the benefit of men who love God, that all such may be
thoroughly furnished unto all good works. (2 Timothy
3:17) God desires his people fo learn and to have
their hearts comforted by a knowledge of his plan, and
for this reason be caused the Secriptures to be written.
(Romans 15:4) Unselfishness prompted the Lord God
to do this. The making of the record is no profit to
him. He did it for man’s benefit. After having written
his Word he then makes man acquainted with it, and
permits the light from his countenance to shine upon
that Word with increased brilliancy for man’s benefit
as man makes progress in the narrow way.—Prov. 4: 18,

®In the early days of man’s experience God provided
that his beloved Son should eventually come to earth
and be born of & woman in order to become man’s Re-
deemer. It has been his loving kindness for man that
has caused God to unfold his purposes gradually and to
show man the outworking of his plan to redeem and
bless him. As man comes to understand the Word of
the Lord his faith in God increases and his desire also
grows to be unselfish and to be devoted wholly to the
Lord.

A PROPHECY

¢ When Isaish wrote the above text, “Unto us a child
is born,” the Child had not been born. The words he
wrote applied to a future time; hence these words con-
stituted 2 prophecy. Isaiah could not understand the
full meaning or import of his own words, nor could any
man prior to the giving of the holy spirit. Isaiah did
not know about that. Why then did the prophet say,
“Unto us a child is born”? Whom did he mean by “vs”?
Primarily he meant the natural house of Israel, which
house counstituted God’s chosen people, whom Ged had
gelected and et aside for his own purposes. Isrsel after
the tiesh foreshadowed spiritual Israel, and the proph-
ecy had more particular reference to the latter,

¥ Certain fgithful Jews before the birth of the Chil§

871
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were used as types foreshadowing future events. God
caused Isaiah to say: “Bebold, I, and the children whom
the Lord hath given me, are for signs and for wonders
fn Tsrael from the Lord of hosts, which dwelleth in
mount Zion.” (Isaiah 8:18) These words, “signs and
wonders,” mean that Isaiah and his sons were types used
by the Lord to foreshadow things to happen in the fu-
ture. The words of the provhet, especially concerning
the “child”, refer to some future time, although spoken
in the present tense as though pertaining to the time
when Isaiah was serving in the office of prophet. The
time must come when this prophecy will be fulfilled.

FULFILMENT

* All of the prophecies of God are fulfilled exactly in
his due time, not before nor after. This one of Isaiah
9:6 began to have its fulfilment approximately 1926
years ago, and is still in course of fulfilment. We ghould
expect the light of it fo increase until the fulfilment is
complete. God had promised the Jews that he would
send them a mighty One of whom Moses was a type.
Of course the devout Jews were expecting a fulfilment
of that promise. Then the Lord, through his angel, ad-
dressed the virgin who was to give birth to the Child,
and informed her that his name should be called Jesus.
He further said, “He shall be great, and shall be called
the Son of the Highest: and the Lord God ehall give
unto him the throne of his father David: and he shall
Teign over the house of Jacob for ever; and of his king-
dom there shall be no end” (Luke 1:32,33) This
latter statement from the angel to Mary was also a
prophecy, and is directly linked to the prophecy which
Isainh had written long before.

® The holy angels of heaven must have been informed
of what was soon to take place, and that information
surely brought great joy to the angels. The due fime
came; and a company of these angels was organized in
heaven and directed to proceed to the earth and there
give testimony in the name of Jehovah God concerning
the birth of the mighty Child. When these angels left
the host of heaven, and as that happy train moved toward
the earth, they must have indulged in continuous praises
unto Jehovah, rejoicing because of the commission which
they were soon to execute. When they reached the prox-
imity of the earth ome of these angels was given the
distinguished honor of making the announcement of
the purpose of the visit.

10 (Jod knew, of course, that the enemy would attempt
to deny the birth of the Child. Therefore the Lord
arranged for competent witnesses who would, for man’s
benefit, thereafter give testimony concerning his birth.
God did not select the three “wise men from the east”
to be his witnesses, nor did he select the clergy of the
Jewish people for that purpose. Later the Devil saw
that these wise men and the clergy together would make
& good combination for him te use in lis attempt to
destroy the Child and thereafter to deceive the people;

™ WATCH TOWER

BrooxryN, N. ¥

and that is why the wise men have been given such prom-
inence in connection with this account. God evidently
had their visit recorded in order to show that he did
not select any of the Devil’s instruments for his pur-
poses, and that the Devil could not thwart his purposes.

11 The Lord God selected honest men, who would not
think more highly of themselves than they ought to
think, to be his witnesses. Those selected as his wit-
nesses were herders of sheep. They had brought their
gheep into the corral, just over the brow of the hill
upon which was situated the little town of Bethlehem.
There they were watching their flocks to safeguard them
from the wild animals, even as the Lord causes his
flock to be watched to safeguard them from the wild
dogs gencrally called D. D.’s, (Isaiah 56:10, 11) “Be-
ware of dogs, beware of evil workers, beware of the con~
cision.”—Philippians 3: 2.

12 That honored heavenly messenger who made the
announcement of the Savior’s birth was clothed with
glory from Jehovah, and the Lord caused that glory
to shine round about the shepherds. The Bible record
shows that the appearance of the angels always brings
dread and fear to men, and gives the reason therefor.
Of course these humble shepherds were afraid, because
they knew that the representative of the great Jehovah
God was there. Undoubtedly they had heard of angels
appearing on previous occasions to their forefathers,
and now as they wifnessed these heavenly messengers
they stood in great awe and fear. The mighty mes-
senger from heaven, in order that he might still their
troubled hearts and allay their emotions, said to them:
“Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings of
great joy, which shall be to all people. For unto you
is born this day, in the city of David, a Saviour, which
is Christ the Lord.”---Luke 2: 10, 11.

13 At this point began the fulfilment of the prophecy
which Isaiah had previously written ; and here the angel
gave utterance to another prophecy from God which in
due time shall be completely fulfiled, and all people
shall know about it; and then those who obey the Lord
will greatly rejoice in its fulfilment. While this special
heavenly messenger delivered the glad tidings to the wit-
nesses the other members of the heavenly train seemed
to wait at a respectful distance; then at the opportune
moment they appeared, and all together joined in sing-
ing an anthem of praise, which also was a prophecy, to
wit: “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace,
good will toward men.”

14 Thig last-mentioned prophecy also is directly econ-
nected with that previously pronounced in Isaiah 9:6
concerning the birth of the Child who is to be the Prince
of Peace. It must have its fulfilment in due time. The
time must come when there will be lasting peace om
earth and good will expressed foward all men, The im-
portance of this wonderful Child is emphasized by the
prophet’s utterance concerning the same. The im-
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portance of the prophecy is greatly enhanced in tbe
minds of Christians as the divine plan is revealed to
them. In God’s due time ifs importance will appear to
all the families of the earth, and the day will come
when every creature in heaven and in earth will join
together in joyful acknowledgment of Jesus as the
Christ, all to the glory of Jehovah God.

WHY CHILD BORN

1 Of course the ememy Satan would employ every
possible means of frand and deception to blind the minds
of men concerning the reason for the birth of this Child
of God. Among other means employed is that deceptive
theory, since taught to the people by the clergymen in
various denominations, namely, that Jesus when he was
on earth was God himself, merely incarnated, using a
body of flesh for the time being. If their statement is
frue, then God himself was practising a fraud upon
mankind. It is just like the Devil to make God appear
as a fraud, which he, the Devil himself, is. The preach-
ers of this error have been used by the Devil for many
centuries to practise this fraud upon mankind and to
blind honest thinkers from a true understanding of the
philosophy of the ransom sacrifice.

**The human race came under condemnation bz
reason of Adam’s gin. Adam was tried before Jehovah,
found guilty of a violation of the divine law, and sen-
tenced to death. (Genesis 3:15-24) At that time no
children had been born, the parents were under the sen-
tence of death, and the children were afterward bern
without a right to life, hence condemned before Jehovah
God. The children were not sentenced to death, but by
reason of inheritance were born in sin and shapen in in-
iquity ; and for that reason they had mno right to life.
—Psalm 51:5.

¥ Being without the right to life mankind must die,
and they must remain dead for ever unless God should
make some provision for their deliverance out of death.
And God made such provision. “Wherefore, as by one
man sin entered into the world, and death by sin; and so
death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned:
« . . therefore as by the offence of one judgment came
upon all men to condemnation ; even so by the righteous-
ness of one the free gift came upon all men unto jus-
tification of life,”—Romans 5: 12, 18.

THE RANSOM

8 Tn the exercise of his loving kindness God made
provision for the redemption of mankind. This he did
in agreement with his promise. (Hosea 13:14) Ransom
means “exact corresponding priee”; that is to say, an
eye for an eye, a tooth for & tooth, and & life for & life.
8uch is the statement of the divine law. (Exodus 21:
28, 24; Deuteronomy 19:21) An angel could not be-
some man’s redeemer, because angels are greater than
men and of a different nature.—Psalm 8: 5,
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1® The term incarnate means to be invested with a
body of flesh, to be clothed with flesh. An incarnated
being would therefore mean a spirit being who is mere-
ly for the time being clothed with a human form, bub
in truth and in fact at the same time is a spirit and
not a man. The incarnation theory is that Jesus, when
he was on this earth, was a divine being who walked
around in human body; and that it was only this hu-
man body that died. It is easy to be seen that an in-
carnated creature could nof provide the ransom price.
The one who furnishes “a life for a life” in behalf of
Adam must be one who not only appears as a human
being perfect in organism, but who must really be a hu-
man being, and have the right to life as a human being.
He must exactly correspond with the one sentenced to
death.

20 The one who would provide the ransom price for
Adam must therefore be just exactly equal to Adam. For
this reason it is recorded in the Scriptures that upon
earth there was none who could meet these requirements
nor give to God a ransom for man. (Psalm 49:7) But
in due time God sent forth his Son, made of a woman,
which means that he was made flesh and dwelt amongst
men. (Galatians 4:4; John 1:14) Of course Jehovah
God and the Logos were at all times higher than the
angels; God is without beginning, and the Logos was the
beginning of God’s creation and the active agent of
Jehovah God in the creation of all things that were
created.—John 1: 1, 2; Revelation 4: 11; Proverb 8: 22,

Tt is written: “But we see Jesus, who was made a
little lower than the angels, for the suffering of death,
crowned with glory and honour: that he by the grace of
God should taste death for every man.” (Hebrews 2:9)
The one providing the redemption for man of necessity
must be & man, not more nor less; otherwise he could
not be an exact corresponding price. That Jesus was a
man is further testified to by the apostle: “For there is
one God, and one mediator between God and men, the
man Christ Jesus; who gave himself a ransom for all,
to be testified in due time.”—1 Timothy 2:5, 6.

#2 To provide the ransom price such man must be
without sin. But how could he be without sin if brought
forth from an imperfect woman ? The answer is that Jesus
was not begotten of imperfect man but begotten in the
womb of Mary by the power of Jehovah, (Matthew 1:
18) Hence he was born holy, complete, harmless, with-
out sin or iniquity, or otherwise imperfect. The birth
of this wonderful Child was necessary in order for God
to fulfil his promise concerning man’s redemption.
(Hosea 13:14) It was necessary for that Child to be
born perfect and grow to manhood’s estate in ordeg
that he might be the Redeemer. The hope of man for lifg
is entirely dependent upon this great and wonderful
event. Without the birth of the perfect One the ransona
sacrifice could not have been given,
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WHY A JEW

# Was it necessary for the Redeemer to be born a
Jew, and if so why? A perfect man had sinned and
was sentenced to death. A perfect man must become the
voluntary substitute for the condemned man in order
that the one sentenced and his offspring might be re-
leased from that judgment and the effect. thereof.
Under the rule laid down by Jehovah, namely,
“g life for a life,” a perfect man could have provided the
ransom price regardless of whether he were a Jew or
& Gentile. But since Jesus was born a Jew there must
have been & good reason therefor. There was more than
one good reason for this.

2¢ Abraham is the father of Israel. To Abraham God
made promise, saying, “In thy seed shall all the families
of the earth be blessed.” The Redeemer therefore must
be of the “seed of Abraham” in order to meet this prom-
ise of God. Jacob was the grandson of Abraham; and
God also caused a prophecy to be made at the time of
Jacob’s death, to wit: “The sceptre shall not depart
from Judsah, nor a lawgiver from between his feet, until
Shileh come; and unto him shall the gathering of the
people be.”—Genesis 49: 10.

3% Moses was a Jew and a natural descendant of
Abraham ; and God caused this prophecy to be written
eoncerning Moses and his antitype: “The Lord thy
God will raise up unto thee a Prophet from the midst of
thee, of thy brethren, like unto me; unto him ye shall
hearken; . . . I will raise them up a Prophet from
among their brethren, like unto thce, and will put
my words in his mouth; and he shall speak unto them
all that I shall command him.”—Deut. 18: 15, 18.

26 David was a direct descendant of Abraham; and
God made promise to David that the Redeemer must
be from the house of David and that this descendant of
David should for ever sit upon the throne. All of these
prophecies must have a fulfilment. God never fails to
carry out what he says. “I have spoken it, I will also
bring it fo pass; I have purposed it, I will also do it.”
(Isaiah 46:11) “So shall my word be that goeth forth
out of my mouth: it shall not return unto me void ; but
it shall accomplish that which I please, and it shall
prosper in the thing whereto I sent it.”—Isaiah 55: 11.

SENTENCE AND REDEMPTION

** The statement is often made that the Jews were
under a double sentence, (1) by reason of the sin of
Adam, and (2) by reason of their failure to keep the
law covenant. It has been difficult to understand how
one could be under sentence to death and then again be
sentenced to death. The difficulty has arisen from con-
fusing the terms sentence and condemnation. When s
man is tried in a proper court with competent jurisdic-
tion, and found guilty, the judgment of the court is
then entered sgeinst him, sentencing him to the punish-
ment. It is the sentence or judicial determination, made
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and entered on record against the one personally in-
volved, that is carried out. Condemnation means dis-
approval or that which is wrong and not approved be-
cause imperfect.

28 When Adam sinned he was required to appear before
Jehovah. He had a hearing before that great court, was
judged and found guilty; and the judgment or sentence
of death, and expulsion from Eden to enforce that judg-
ment, was then and there entered against Adam. (Gen-
esis 3:17-19) None of his children were yet born, and
therefore they could not be on trial and could not be
sentenced. Later they were born; and being born of
parents who were under sentence of death and therefore
imperfect, these children came forth imperfect, unright-
eous, wrong, therefore disapproved or condemned in the
sight of Jehovah. It is proper therefore to sey that all
of Adam’s posterity were born under condemnation, even
though they-were not under sentence. In agreement with
this it is written: “Behold, I was shapen in iniquity,
and in sin my mother did conceive me.”—Psalm 51: 5.

# All the Jews were descendants of Adam and there-
fore came into the world under condemnation; they
were wrong, disapproved, and were without right to life,
just as were all other peoples. God then made a cov-
enant or contract with the nation of Israel, acting through
Moses as the mediator. And when Moses laid before the
Israelites the terms of this contract, “all the people an-
swered together, and said, All that the Lord hath
spoken we will do.” (Exodus 19:8) The Lord God
stated to the Jews: “Ye shall therefore keep my statutes,
and my judgments; which if a man do, he shall live
in them.”-—Leviticns 18: 5; Romans 10:5.

30 As descendants of Adam, peither the Jews nor
other peoples were under sentence of death by reason
of Adam’s sin; but they were disapproved, condemned,
because born imperfect, and therefore were without the
tight to life. This disapproval or condemnation was
the result of Adam’s sin by inheritance. Had the Jews
been under a sentence of death, as was Adam, they could
not have entered into a covenant with God. Until the
value of a perfeet human life is substituted for Adam it
will be impossible for him to enter into a covenant with
God ; for he is under a sentence of death. But a condemned
person or people might enter into a covenant with Je-
hovah through & mediator, which mediator must have
the approval of God. The law covenant was made with
Moses as mediator for the nation of Israel

32 Tf the people of Israel could not make the covenant
direct with Jehovah how could they enter into a cov-
enant with Jehovah through Moses as mediator, seeing
that Moses was also an offspring of Adam and there-
fore born disapproved or under condemnation? The
answer to that question is given by the Apostle Paul.
Moses had faith in God and in the coming of Messish,
and because of his faith God counted this unto him for
rizhteousness or justification, and by reason of his faith
God could deal with bim as a righteous man and thereby
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make him the mediator. Tt was true that Moses was not
actually perfect; but God counted him so by reason of
his faith, that he might make of and with him a type
of the great Mediator to come.—THeb, 10:1; 11:23-29.

2 The law covenant provided a penalty for failure to
keep its terms. That penalty the nation of Israel agreed
to. (Exodus 19:8) The law provided that any one
guilty of a wrong that wag punishable by death should
be hanged on a tree, and counted accursed by Jehovah
for that reason. Other violations of the law brought
upon them severe penalties. (Deuteronomy 21:22,23;
27:1-26) The Jews broke every statute of the law cov-
enant, therefore under the contract or covenant they
werte subject to the penalty agreed upon. They slew the
prophets of God and were guilty of death. Agreeing to
the penalty of the law, which they did, was equivalent to
8 judicial determination or sentence against them.

%2 A perfect man, Jew or Gentile, could provide re-
demption from the condemnation resting upon the Jews
by reason of Adam’s sin. No man, however, could re-
lieve them from the disability resulting from a viola-
tion of the law covenant, which entailed upon them a
penalty to which they had agreed, unless that man was
born under the law. Jesuz was born a Jew, born under
the law. He kept that law perfectly, because he was a
perfect man and was always in harmony with Jehovah.
He did not gain anything for himself by keeping the
law; but he did prove that the law is honorable and
right, and that a perfect man can keep it, and that God
was dealing sincerely with the Jews when he told ther
that he would give them life if they could keep the law.

3 Note now the argument of the Apostle Paul: “But.

when the fulness of the time was come, God sent forth
hiz Son, made of a woman, made under the law, to re-
deem them that were under the law, that we might re-
ceive the adoption of sons.” (Galatians 4:4,5) Being
made of a woman, that is to say, being a mana born of
woman, the death of Jesus would have provided a ran-
som price for all, removing from all the disability re-
gulting from Adam’s sin. But being born of a woman,
and also being horn a Jew under the law, and dying
upon the tree or erosg, as or in the place of a sinner,
Jesus thus met all the requirements of the law and the
penalty imposed by the law covenant, being acceptable
instead of or in the place of the Jews as a nation or
people. (Galatians 3:13) Jesus therefore by his death
on the cross provided the price to remove the disability
upon the Jews and upon all men, thereby making it
possible for the Jews as well as the Gentiles to become
the sons of God by faith in Christ.

3 The law covenant served as a schoolmaster or tutor
to lead the Jews to Christ and to prove to them that it
was utterly impossible for them to get life by their own
efforts. It also for ever stops the mouth of every human
being, be he Jew or Gentile, from claiming that it is
possible for man, by his own efforts, to obtain life ever-
lasting. Every member of the human family who will
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receive life upon any plane must recefve it by reason
of hig faith in the Zlood of Jesus shed for him, and
render [ull obedience to the law of God.

3¢ Angswering therefore the question, Why must the
Redeemer be born a Jew? (1) Because God had said that
a descendant of Abraham and a descendant of Jacob,
through the house of David, wonld be the Redeemer}
and God must keep his word. (2) The One thus born to
redeem the human race was born a Jew not only that he
might redeem mankind from the disability resulting
from Adam’s sin but that he might remove the disability
resting upon the Jews by virtue of their violation of
their law covenant. This is not a double sentence.
Their condemnation through Adam is not a sentence.
But the condemmation resulting to the Jews under the
law covenant bears a close resemblance to a sentence for
the reason that the Jews, acting through their mediator,
had agreed to the penalty imposed for a violation of the
law; and this penalty must be met before the account
can be squared. Behold the economy of Jehovah in thus
arranging that by the death of his beloved Son all these
disabilities could be removed.

GOVERNMENT

¥ The Jews had tried to establish a desirable govern-
ment, but had failed. For a long time they were in
bondage to other rulers. God had promised by the proph-
ets that a Messiah should come. The Jews were anxious
for the coming of the promised Messiah that they might
be relieved of their burdens. They knew nothing about
the necessity for a ransom sacrifice. Isaiah the prophet
therefore prophesied, saying, “Onto us [Jews, and after-
wards to the Gentiles] a child is born, unto us a son is
given,”

38 When the time came for the fulfilment of this part
of the propheey the Child born could and would prove
that the law covenant would give life to any who could
keep it, and further prove that only a perfect man can
keep the law covenant, and therefore that the Jews
could not get life under the law covenant because they
could not keep it. This Child now born, being the Son
of God, was therefore perfect and able to do the will
of God perfectly. God clothed him with power to save
o the uttermost.

% The Prophet Isaish says further: “And the govern-
ment shall be upon his shoulder.” Thus he states that
this mighty One would bear up the government; and
then in other parts of his prophecy he proceeds to tell
the Jews and all who would hear and believe that this
mighty One not only would be the Governor but weuld
rule in righteousness and bring blessings to the people,

#The Jews looked upon Moses as a great leader,
upon David as a great king, and upon Solomon ag the
wisest man of all time; but now says Isaiah the prophek
unto them coucerning this Child about whom he proph-
esied : “His name shall be called Wonderful,”
thereby that his name would become marvelous, that ha



would he the worker of miracles, that his fame would
spread throughout the whole universe and that his great-
ness would far exceed that of any one elze. The prophet
then adds that he shall be called “Counseller”, which
means that he would guide the people aright, advise
them and teach them to go in the right way, and would
lead them into life and happiness, He then adds that
ke would be called “I'he mighty God”. The Jews would
thereby understand that tlieir magistrates before had
been called gods or mighty ones, but now this Child
when born would be One who would receive all power
and authority to aet for and in their behalf.

41 Then the prophet also says that he shall be known
as “The everlasting Father”. Father means giver of
life; and those understanding the prophecy would know
that this mighty One would be clothed with power and
suthority to grant life everlasting to those who would
obey. In harmony with this Jesus afterwards said : “This
is life eternal, that they might know thee the only true
God, and Jesus Christ whom thou hast sent.” Then
adds the prophet that he shall be known as “the Prince
of Peace”. The word prince means governor or lord.
This mighty One, then, is to be the rightful Governor
of the earth. Unto him shall the gathering of the people
be, and under his righteous reign peace shall be estab-
lished and never end.

? [t was a great privilege enjoyed by Isaiah the proph-
et to be permitted to foretell the birth of the Redeemer
and earth’s rightful Governor. Had he been able then
to comprehend the full import of his own words he
would doubtless have been overwhelmed with joy. Even
greater than his was the privilege of the angels to an-
nounce the birth of this mighty One. The Apostle Peter
clearly intimates that the angels themselves did not
understand the full meaning of the birth of the Master.
(1 Peter 1:12) But they knew that it was the outwork-
ing of God’s plan in behalf of mankind, and probably
understood that it was the beginning of the fulfilment
of the prophecy uttered by Isaiah. What they did know
thrilled their hearts with joy and they sang praises to
Jehovah God. It was a still greater favor which the
disciples of Jesus enjoyed by being permitted to walk
with him and for three and one-half years talk with him
and hear the gracious words that fell from his lips.
They greatly rejoiced when they learned that he was
the Messiah and the Redeemer.

% But now a much greater favor is conferred upon the
truly consecrated saints of Glod on earth in being per-
mitted to know that this great and mighty One has
taken his power and begun his reign, and in being per-
mitted at this time not only to speak of his birth but
to tell forth the goodness of God and that it now is the
time for the beginning of the fulilment of prophecy
which in God’s due time will result in the complete
establishment of peace on earth and good will to men.

“ Theso seints, now enjoying the privilege of being
of the temple class, can to some degree appreciate the

™ WATCH TOWER
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joy that thrilled the heart of the Lord Jesus Christ
when he began operations to establish his kingdom in
1914 and, further, when he came to his temple in 1918,
It was then to the faithful ones that he said: “You have
been faithful over a few things; I will make you ruler
over many. Enter into the joy of your Lord.” Those
who have now entered into the joy of the Lord appreciate
the fact that the joy of the Lord is their strength.

* Blessed is the privilege of the saints mow! As
these now look upon the works of Jehovah and his be-
loved Son Christ Jesus, and know that Christ Jesus is
earth’s rightful Governor and that he has taken his
power and begun his reign, they lift up their voices in
song, saying, “Great and marvellous are thy works,
Lord God Almighty; just and true are thy ways, thou
King of saints.”—Revelation 15: 3.

QUESTIONS FOR BEREAN STUDY

What particular incident has been given undue prominence
in eonnection with the birth of Jesus, and why? When
was Jesus born? ¥ 1-3.

Why did Jehovah cause the Bible to be written? ¥ 4, 5.

‘What is meant by the statement, “Unto us a child is born"?
Explain Isaiah 8:18. ¥ g, 7.

What prophecy did the angel give to Mary the virgin? To
whom did the angels make announcement of our Savior’s
birth? Why did they not make their announcement to
the *wise men”? Why is the visit of these wise men men-
tioned in the Bible?  8-11.

Why did the angel say to the shepherds, “Fear not”? What
prophecy was then made unto them? {1 12-14.

How has Satan confused the minds of many concerning tha
reason for Jesus’ birth as & human being? What was the
reason for it? f 15-17.

What does the word ransom mean? What is the incarnation
theory, and why do we know that Jesus was not an in-
carnated Logos? [ 18-20.

Explain Hebrews 2:9. How could Jesus be perfect, seeing
that he was born of an imperfect mother? § 21, 22,

What prophecies had foretold that Jesus would be born &
Jew? § 23-26.

Were the Jews under a double sentence? What is the dif-
ference between sentence and condemnation? Was Adam
sentenced? Were his children sentenced or merely con-
demned? ¥ 27, 28.

How could God consistently enter into a covenant of life
with Israel? Could he have made such a covenant with
Adam after he had sentenced him to death? § 29, 80.

How could Moses, being imperfect, be approved by Jehovah
as a mediator? When Israei violated their covenant with
God what position did this place them in before him?
T 31, 32.

Could the Jews have been redeemed by the death of a per-
fect Gentile? What is St. Paul's argument in Galatiang
4:4, 67 1 33, 34.

What purpose did the law covenant serve? Summarize thae
reasons why the Redeemer must be born a Jew. 1 83, 86

Were the Jews anxious for the coming of the Messtah? Why?
‘What did Jesus’ keeping of the law prove to them? § 37, 38

Expiain the entire text of Isalah 9:6, especially the titles
therein given. § 39-41.

How does the privilege of the Prophet Isaiah, and that of
the angel who announced the Child’s birth, compare with
the privileges of the King's witnesses on earth today?
{ 42-45,
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The Song of the Angels By Mrs. E. Hunter

DEAR old Christmas, with its good cheerl
‘What happy memories of childhood cluster
around this seasonl

We all treasure the joys of Christmas and
recall with pleasure its sweet songs of heavenly
musie, the merry faces of little children bright
with expectation of coming favors, the beautiful
Christmas trees bespangled with gold and sil-
ver, and the twinkling little candles like tiny
sentinels on the mount of green.

Bometimes at the top of the tree there would
be & bright star, or an angel with outspread
wings, bearing the message of joy.

Many are the delights of Christmas; and we
are glad that the poor old world has had so
much pleasure in the celebration. While we can-
not agree that December twenty-fifth is the cor-
rect date of our Savior’s birth, nevertheless we
are glad to join in the happy song of praise
and thanksgiving for Jehovah's gift of gifts to
a lost and dying race—His Son. But ah! how
few of earth’s millions have any serious thought
of the real import of the birth of Jesus, the
Holy Child of Bethlehem. Yet it is the great
outstanding event of history, without which
there would be no hope of a future life.

Let us pause and consider for a moment as
we glance backward on the stream of time. Let
us listen to the Song of the Angels, as it rang
out on the hills of Judea more than nineteen
centuries ago.

It was in the quiet stillneas of the night, and
the faithful shepherds were watching their
flocks in the open field. Above glistened the
lovely stars, silently proclaiming the glory of
God. Suddenly appeared the angel of Jehovah
with the song that has come down through the
ages: “Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good
tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people.
For unto you is born this day in the city of
David a Savior, which is Christ the Lord.”

Immediately the heavenly choir canght the
glad refrain and filled the air with the sweetest
song of earth—the Song of the Angels: “Glory
to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good
will toward men.,”

What a benediction, what hope for the chil-
dren of men in the Song of the Angels!
“Happy shepherd on whose eye
Shone the glory from on high, -
Of the heavenly majesty.”

No Peace as Yet

AND now after so many years we turm our

longing eyes in every direction for some
manifestation of the promised peace on earth.
Oh, sad indeed are the conditions in the world
—man killing his fellow man and perfecting
every device for further slaughter; the idle rich
living in luxury while the poor are struggling
to keep alive the little spark of life. In the

slums of our great cities we see sights that

make the heart sick and the brain faint—lJittle
children reared in crime, who never had a
chance, who were doomed from birth to fall by
the wayside, many of them old before reaching
maturity, Add to all this the selfish exploita-
tion of the common people by corrupt men in
high places, the gambling curse, the drinking
curse, the insane asylums, the hospitals, the re-
form schools, etec. What a picture of the sigh-
ing, crying, and dying of the poor human racel

We turn from it all; and we listen again to
the Song of the Angels: “Behold, I bring you

. good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all

people.” Could there have been a mistake? Did
the angels misunderstand this message which
they brought from the courts of Jehovaht No;
they were perfect angelic beings, and the mes-
sage was one of joy and not of sorrow. How
ecan we harmonize the message of “joy” and
“peace” with the night time of weeping? Again
we pause and look into the distant past.

In the Garden of the Lord, the one perfect
beauty spot of earth, our first parenta came
into being with all the grandeur of perfection,
mental, moral, and physical. But Satan, that
old serpent the devil, aspiring to make himself
like the Most High, reached out to acquire do-
minion over them. One act of disobediencs to
the just requirement of their Creator, at Satan’s
instigation; and the jewels of perfection began
to fade. QOut into the unprepared earth they
were driven to wrest their sustenance from the
goil as best they could, struggling with the ad-
verse conditions amid the thorns and thistles.
Separated from the fellowship of their Creator,
the Eden home gone, the dominion of earth lost,
and the death penalty upon them, our first par-
ents were indeed reaping the bitter fruits of
disobedience; and by inheritance the penalty
has fallen npon every member of the human
family. The sentence, “Dust thou art, and anto
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dust shalt thou return,” has never been revoked.

The first faint gleam of hope for the con-
demned race was that the “seed of the woman”
ghould utterly destroy the power of sin. About
midway between the fall of Adam and the Song
of the Angels in the hills of Judea stands that
wonderful promise made to Abraham: “In
blessing I will bless thee, and in multiplying I
will multiply thy seed as the stars of the heaven,
and as the sand which is upon the sea shore;
... and in thy seed shall all nations of the
earth be blessed.”—Genesis 22:17, 18,

Some Christians believe that this promise
was fulfilled when Jesus died on Calvary and
thus became the Redeemer of the world. But a
moment’s reflection will prove the fallacy of
such a thonght. Trne, some were blessed and,
through faith, passed from under the curse in
Adam to the promise of life in Christ, “saved
by hope.” But more than half of the human
race have lived and died withont hearing of the
name of Jesus. Consequently they have not
been blessed. And we still have the sorrows
ol earth.

Blessings Sure to Come

ET the angels had sung: “Good tidings of

great joy, which shall be to all people”
We must conclude that the blessing tarries; for
as we view the changing scenes of church and
state we find no record of wonderful blessings
having come to the world such as predicted by
the prophets of old and as sung by the angels.
Why the long delay in granting the blessing
to all as promised?

Reflecting on God’s Word, we find that He is
a great economist and frequently accomplishes
more than one purpose at a time. Evidently it
was His will to permit six thousand years of
evil to teach men the exceeding sinfulness of
sin and its awful resulis; and at the same time
He has been sending crocial tests to certain
elect classes whom He purposed to use in bless-
ing tke non-elect world in general. The long
time it has taken to prepare these elect classes
for their future werk gives us some idea of the
importance of that work in Jehovah's sight.

In the Old Testament we have the record of
tome faithful ones who were loyal to God and
the prineiples of righteousness under adverse
conditions. Of this class the apostle Paul wrote:
“Ther werc stoned, they were sawn asunder,

™ GOLDEN AGE

were tempted, were slain with the sword. They
wandered about in sheepskins and goatskins;
being destitute, afflicted, tormented, of whom
the world was not worthy.” (Hebrews 11:37,
38) Tenderly and with reverence we think of
those dear prophets of old, and rejoice to know
that a great reward and honor awaits them.
They will represent the earthly, visible phase
of the kingdom, “princes in all the earth” (Psalm
45:16), during the Messianic reign.

Another elect class representing the heavenly
phase of the kingdom has been called during
this Gospel age to walk in the footsteps of Jesus
and to sacrifice with Him their little all of
human life, aims, and hopes, exchanging these
for “glory, honor, and immortality,” proving
under severe trials faithful unto death. Of this
class it is said: “And they lived and reigned
with Christ a thousand years” as “kings and
priests” unto God, ruling, judging and blessing
mankind. (Revelation 20:4,6; 1:6) They are
Jehovah's appointed missionaries for the con-
version of the world. Then that gracious invi-
tation found in Revelation 22:17 will be ex-
tended: “The Spirit and the bride say, Come,
. . . and let him that is athirst come; and who-
soever will let him take the water of life freely.”

FEarth’s Restored Paradise

MANY are the promises of a restored earth,

the Golden Age long dreamed of by poet
and sage, and spoken of “by the mouth of all
the holy prophets.”

As we catch a glimpse of these times of re-
freshing, we are assured that the Song of the
Angels has rung true: “Good tidings of great
joy, which shall be to all people.”

Let us consider a few of the blessings which
shall obtain in that new earth. Justice shall be
the foundation of the government-to-be. (Isaiah
28:17) Human life will be more precious than
fine gold. (Isaiah 13:12) “They shall build
houses, and inhabit them; and they shall plant
vineyards, and eat the fruit of them. They shall
not build, and another inhabit; they shall not
plant, and another eat” (Isaiah 65:21,22)
“Nation shall not lift up sword against nation,
neither shall they learn war any more.”—
Igaiah 2:4. .

And again, “‘when the judgments of the Lord
are in the earth the inhabitants will learn right-
eousness.” ‘Their flesh shall be fresher than g
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child’s, and they shall return to the days of
their youth’; and, blessed thought! “there shall
be no more death.” This will be Paradise on
earth, with the gift of everlasting life to who-
soever will give heed and receive instructions
in the way of righteousness and life.

The Song of the Angels is on the eve of ful-
filment. Qood tidings of great joy are going
forth to the meek ones of earth, a message fra-
grant with hope. On every gide we Bee prepa-
rations for that perfect government which shall
be “the desire of all nations.”

In an interview some time ago Marconi said:
“Science will transform the world. Within fifty
years life on this planet will be so changed that
we who are here now would have difficulty in
recognizing it. It will be a better and happier
world.” And again: “The age of what are
known as scientific miracles is not in danger of
coming to a pause; it has only just begun.” He
tells much of the wonder-world to come and
fears that life will be too easy for the human
race with electricity doing the labor; that “if
people are not careful they will deteriorate.”

Groundless fear! Very few of the human
family have had an opportunity to develop
themselves physically, mentally, and morally.
The struggle for existence has kept most of us
busy. With long, delightful hours of leisure,
what wonders could be accomplished toward the
goal of perfection! The latent qualities of rea-
son, memory, and determination will be devel-
oped; the Godlike quality of benevolence shall
radiate from every face, which will be returning
to His image, with the added blessing of health
that bespeaks the harmony with natare’s benefi-
cent laws,

Jehovah’s King Now Present

THE waste places of the earth will be made

to bloom like the Garden of Eden, and man
will have the privilege of codperating for his
own development. Already we see the desert
blooming like the rose and streams breaking
forth in dry lands—all because we are living in
the dawn of the Golden Age, the due time for
- the blessing of all nations. Not all are familiar
with the fact that the blessing time is in the
world’s judgment day. The Prophet says:
“When thy [God’s] judgments are in the earth,
the inhabitants of the world will learn right-
eousness,” There needs must come the hum-
bling of the nations by bringing to naught the

Bmooxrry, N. Y.

wisdom of men; for it is based upon selfishners.

The Lord shakes the nations to shake out un-’

righteousness, untruth and irreverence; then
the desire of all—life, liberty, and the pursuit
of happiness in a real, tangible form—shall
come. God’s mind is made up; He has declared
it; He will do it. “Sing unto the Lord with the
harp . . . make a joyful noise before the Lord,
for he cometh to judge the earth.”—Psa. 98:5-9.

‘When Jesus in His humiliation came to earth
to be man’s Redeemer few recognized Him as
the Messiah, the One sent from God. So now
in the end of the age we find similar conditions
existing; and again it is trne that “there stand-
eth one among you whom ye know not” (John
1:26)—earth’s rightful King, Jehovah's Anoint-
ed, veiled from the sight of flesh, but recognized
by the eye of faith through the prophecies as
now present, by the signs of the times, the pre-
dicted running to and fro, and the inereasc of
knowledge—all indicating preparations for the
blessing of all nations by the Prince of Peace.

True, there is a destructive work as well as a

‘gonstructive work going on in the world today,

which may seem to nullify the promised peace
on earth. Many are the dire forebodings heard
on every side. In a magazine article ex-Presi-
dent Wilson expressed the opinion that “civili-
gation is tottering.” It is indeed the world’s
dark hour just before the dawn. But again we
see the wisdom of God; for this destruetive
work will act as a pnnfymg fire to humble and
make the world ready for the blessings which
God has for it.

The silver lining to the dark cloud is the
kingdom of Christ set up in “power and glory,”
which is the only remedy for the ills of the
human race. Happy and wise are they who
bave sufficient faith to touch the hem of His
garment (to recognize His presence) and be
among those “millions now living [who] will
never die.”

When Christ and His footstep followers be-
gin their reign of a thousand years, and the
glories of perfection stretch out before the won-
dering gaze of humanity, for the blessing of all
the willing and obedient of the human family,
the Song of the Angels will ring out not only
in the hills of Judea, but gradually and rapidly
to earth’s remotest bounds: “Glory to God in
the highest, and on earth peace, good will to-
ward men.”
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Complete, Hagr BIBLE STUDY Coursg, cloth binding, pocket edition, 68c; one year's
subscription to THE GOLDEN AGE, issued every other week, $1.00; one copy of I. B. 8. A,
Bible 1918, leather binding, red under gold edges, $3.00; when ordered as Harp Bible
Students Combination, $4.30 postpaid.
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THE DIVINE PLAN OF THE AGES

5,396,000 eodition. 356 pages; 48 pages of questiobns.

Cloth binding, 80 cents. -

The volume establishes the authenticity of the Bible,
demonstrates the harmopy and entire agreement among
all the writers of the Bible, outlines a method of pro-
cedure in Bible study, submits a reasonable explanation of
miracles, and treats subjects of general interest.

THE TIME IS AT HAND
1,754,500 edition. 384 pages; also 47 pages of questions.
Cloth binding, 50 cents.

An examination of Bible chronology and the Bible's
history of the world. This volume, written in 1889, pre-
dicted that the “times of the Gentiles” would end in 1014,
and eventually culminate in the complete overthrow of all

human government and the establishment of God's king--

dom op earth.
THY KINGDOM COME
1,688,000 edition. 388 pages; also 41 pages of quest]

—a period of wonderful blessings, which In tufn become
more and more & cause of friction. discontent and troubis,
hastening that irrepressible conflict between Capital and
Labor. *

THE ATONEMENT -

826,500 edition. T pages; &3 pages of questions.
Cloth binding, 35 cents.

The key-nots of this volume is the rauxamn price. lrom
this doctrine radiate all other doctrines connected with
our salvation. An understanding of the ransom permits
Christians to decide at once what is truth and what is

error.
THE NEW CREATION ]
808,500 edition. 747 pages: also 71 pages of questlons.
Cloth binding, 853 cents.
Compiles the Seriptural rulex and laws for management

of the church and the Christian home, opening with a
dis i of the Rible record of creation.

Cloth binding, 50 cents.

Points to the prophetic testimony and the chronology
of the Bible regarding the time of the establishment of
Christ's kingdom on earth. Points to the foretold condi-
tipns* that would exist and the crisis to which they lead.

« THE BATTLE OF ARMAGEDDON
592.500 edition. 667 pages; also 39 pages of guestions,
c Cloth binding, 55 cents,
This volume covers the closing epoch of the Gospel Age

THE FINISHED MYSTERY -

2,400,000 edition. 610 pages. Cloth binding, 33 cents.
An explanation of the books of Revelation and Ezekiel,
particularly noting how events of the past seven years

have fulfilled prophecy. Proceeding upon the theory of

interpretinc the unknown on the baxis of what is known,
the probable manner of fulfilling prophecy respecting the
events of the forthcoming four years is advanced.

L B. S. A. BIBLES

Thexe are Common-Verszion cross-reference

5J Bibles, but their distinguishing feature
oy y consists of over 700 pages of special
Berean helps. .

I, Bidble Teachers Manual: Comments from Genesis to
Revelation, explnining the text and referring to our pub-
lications for fuller treatment. II, Instructors Guide Texta.
111, Berean Topical Index. IV, Spurious Passages Noted.
V. Colored Maps. VI, (No.s 1919, 1939, 1959 only) Bagster's
Concordance and Helps.

No. 1918: Sise 4% x 6% Inches ; good black grained sheep-
skin binding; red under gold edges; fexible, overhanging
cover ; small and light; price $3.00.

‘31:5)3. 1919; Same as 1918, plus Concordance, etc.; price

No. 1938: Same as 1918, bat bound in genuine Morocco,
leather lined, price $4.50.

No. 1939: Size 53 x 7} inches; same binding and conm-
;enot.; as 1919, only larger print and larger book; price
4.00.

No. 1959 : Samic as 1939 but hound in genuine Morocceo,
eall lined and - "% sewed; price $3.50.

COMPLETE BIBLE STUDENTS COMBINATION
Compiete set of the 7 volumes of Studies in the Secrip-
tures. cloth binding, $3.70; one year's subscription to the
WATCR TOWER, issued semi-monthly, $1.00; one year's
subscription to the GOLDEN AGE, issued every other week,
$1.00; one copy of I. B. S. A. Bible 1919, leatber binding,
red under gold edges. $3.50: when ordered as Bible Stu-
dents Combination, $7.00 postpaid.

SPECIAL LIBRARY OFFER
Complete set of 7 volumes of Studies in the Seriptures,
cloth binding, $3.70: one copy of I. B. 8. A. Bible 10918,
leather binding, red under gold edges, $3.00; when ordered
as Special Library Offer, $6.00 postpald.

THE HARP BIBLE STUDY COURSE .
The more limited your time, the more will this course
prove its worth. This brief, yet comprehcnsive course im
Bible study sets forth the ten fundamentils of the Bible

This course uses as its text book “The Harp of Gad.”
a work of 754 pages. A weekly readinz assizument is
mailed, alloting an hour's reading for Sundays. A\ seif-
quiz card asks tweriy questions on what- hax been read.
The course can be completed in 13 weeks. The Harp
Bible Study Course complete. 6Re.

HARP BIBLE STUDENTS COMBINAT!ON

Complete Harp Blble Study Course, cloth binding®, pocket
edition, GRc: one yeur's subscription- to the GoipeEx Num,
jssued every other week, $1.00: one enpy of 1. B. S. A, ible
1918, leather bindinz. red under gold edges, $3.00; when
orcllerod as Harp Bible Students Combination., $4.30 post-
paid.

SPECIAL COMBINATION OFFER

Copy of the Finished Mvstery, cloth binding. S8¢. ecopy
of Millions Now Living Will Never Die. paper binding, 253
copy of Can the Living Talk with the Dead? paper bind-
ing, 25¢; when order as Special Combination, 78¢, postpaid.
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...... Special Library Offer. $8.00
w—-..The Harp Bidle Study Course. 88¢

....The Harp Bible Students Combination....................54.30

—-—.8pecial Combination Ofter...............
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A Gift Received Unexpectedly

As is wont to happen, some friend may send you a Christmas remem-
brance, some one omitted from your Christmas list.

But eleventh-hour purchases leave you to choose from the bargain
counter, generally the left-overs and passed-up articles of the shoppers.
An exchange of presents that would speak of your regard would be a
gift that would seem of itself to hold the spirit of esteem.

Books serve as a {itting remembrance; for there is always the fresh-
ness of being new in books. They seem to allow the serutiny that esteems
a gift as the sentiment of the giver, an expression of another’s regard.

Stvoms 1y TeE Scriprures, and The Hare Bisre Stoupy Course, eight
topically arranged Bible Study Books dealing, as they do, with the
bearing the Bible has upon our life of today, will convey to another the
individual sentiment and regard of the holiday season. v

STUDIES IN THE SCRIPTURES are not a preachment on conduct. They aim
to acquaint one with the meaning of our troublous times and to hold
forth “peace on earth” as the aftermath of the world’s perplexity and
trouble. Their viewpoint is forward-looking.

The ITarp Bisr.e Stupr Course, consisting of textbook, reading assign-
ments and self-quiz cards, provides a preparatory résumé of STUDIES
IX THE SCRIPTURES assisting by outlining the comprehensive field of the

Bible Study Library.

Strpies 1y THE Scriprunes and The Hare Bisre Stupy Course complete,
delivered $2.85.

By telegrapling your order to Brooklyn you may have a set of the
eight volumes delivered to the home of your friend with your greetings.
L. B.S. A. organizations in over fifteen hundred cities assure delivery

of vour remembrance as late as Christmas Day.

International Bible Students Association
Brooklyn, N. Y.
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for Xmas Gifts
Of reasonable cost, Stupres 1x THE ScrrpTUBES possess that distinet literary h
achievement of books of good reading,

The distinctiveness that marks their possession is by reason of their con.
tents rather than their cost.

D e gton M 2 e eoppipmag i Nl
TR L A PR s A

e X -y

ONE-EALY ACIUAL SIZE

The seven volumes of STupies IN THE SCRIPTUEES are bound in maroon cloth, gold stamped, size
5x734 inches.

“The Harp of God” offers a reading course, allots an hour’s reading weekly. and self-quiz cards
assist in the use of the books. A card mailed weekly for twelve wecks assures the use of your gift.

This library of eight volumes containing over 4,000 pages, mailed $2.85.

IxTERNaATIONAL Biplr STUDENTS ASSOCIATION. Brooklyn, New York
Gentloweit: Plense forward the Library of eight volumes of Bible Study books, for which I encloss
SA85, parment for the complete set.

Q-w-vq‘r



About Santa Claus By Gerald Barry

HE name “Santa Claus” is an American cor-
4 ruption of the Dutech form “San Nieolaas”
(St. Nicholas), whose festival used to be ob-
served on December 6th. From early times
feasts were held in this saint’s honor in Eng-
land and Germany, though subsequently they
became confounded with the Christmas festivi-
ties. As many are not aware of the origin of
the custom the following extract from the “En-
cyclopzdia Britannica” may be of interest:

“Nicholas, St., bishop of Mpyra, in Lycia, a saint
honored by the Greeks and the Latins on the sixth of
December. His cult is as celebrated as his history is
obscure. All the accounts that have come down to us
are of a purely legendary character, and it is impossible
to find any single incident confirmed historically. The
main facts of his life are usually given as follows: He
was bishop of Myra in the time of the emperor Diocle-
tian, was persecuted, tortured for the faith, was kept
in prison until the more tolerant reign of Constantine,
and was present at the council of Nicea. It should be
observed that this last circumstance is ignored by all
the historians, and that St. Athanasius, who knew all
the notable bishops of the period, never mentions Nicho-
las, bishop of Myra. . .

“There are nearly 400 churches in England dedicated
to St. Nicholas. He is the patron saint of Russia; the
special protector of children, scholars, merchants, and
sailorg, and is invoked by travellers against robbers. . . .
A legend of his surreptitious bestowal of dowries upon
the three daughters of an impoverished citizen who, un-

_able to procure fit marriages for them, was on the point
 of giving them up to a life of shame, is said to have

originated the old custom of giving presents in secret
on the Hve of St. Nicholas, subsequently transferred to
Christmas Day. Hence the association of Christmas
with ‘Santa Claus’ an American corruption of the
Dutch form ‘San Nicolaas,’ the custom being brought
to America by the early Dutch colonists.”—“Encyelo-
pxdia Britannica,” Vol, 19, page 648.

The question may be asked: Is it wise to en-

-bound to discourage everything akin to false-

_dear Son, who was born into the world as the

courage the “Santa Claus” custom, or sﬁozﬂd
children be told the plain facts of the matter

To those who love honesty and truth, thers,
is but one answer to this question: Such are

hood and deception. It would be better every-
way to point children and all to the real spirit
of Christmas — that it celebrates in a general
way the great gift which God provided for the
salvation of our race; namely, the gift of God’s™

Babe of Bethlehem. (Luke 2:10-12). On this
point Pastor Russell has well said: '
“Although we cannot agree that this(December 25th)
is the proper day for celebrating the birth of our dear
Redeemer, but must insist that it was about October 1st,
nevertheless since he did not intimate his desire that we
should celebrate his birthday it is quite immaterial upon
what day that event, of so great importance to all, is
celebrated. Upon this day, so generally celebrated, we
may properly enough join with all whose hearts are in
the attitude of love and appreciation toward God and
toward the Savior. The habit of giving little remem- .-
brances one to another at this time of year seems to us -
especially’ appropriate. God is the great giver of every
good and perfect gift. He is continually giving and we
are continually receiving from Him; but amongst all
His gifts the one of greatest importance to us is-the
gift of His Son to be our Redeemer. While, therefore,
thanking the Lord for this great gift and for the great
plan which centered in it, it is appropriate that we
cultivate in our hearts the spirit of liberality, generosity;
...according to our conditions and circumstances.. ..
We recommend that every little gift on this occasion
should, as far as possible, represent or be accompanied
by some little remembrancer of the great gift—some-~
thing to draw the mind of the recipient to the fact that.
the great gift of God in Christ is and ghould be im the -
minds of all who give or who receive the trifling ex-
changes of the season.”—Watch Tower, 1903, page 457..

Rewriting Earth’s Literature By E.J. Willits

I CERTAINLY do enjoy reading your fear-
less exposures of the errors that prevail in
all the walks of life, particularly among what
the world calls “the higher ups”—big business,

big . politicians (miscalled statesmen) and big-

ecclesiastics. What a herculean task it will be in
the Golden Age to rid this old earth of all the
taints of sin that have become so deeply im-

‘bedded in every fibre of the present social fa-
brie!
' 628

Take the matter of the world’s literature: I°
have often wondered whether it will all be de- .
stroved and a completely new literature writ- -
ten, leaving the dead past to bury its dead; or
whether it will be “revised” in accordance with -
the truth. I can imagine the chagrin of the poet
Longfellow, for instance, when upon his awak-
ening from the sleep-of death, he learns-that
the world has been ‘turned te a pure language;y
the message of truth; and.:perceives: that be,:
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violation of the just and loving laws of his
Creator—was not proper. David’s love for the
Hittite’s wife, which prompted him to place
Uriah in the forefront of battle that he might
be slain and that the king might have his wife
was not proper. Aphroditean love, which we
see manifested about us today, is not proper.

The eyes of the present generation are soon
to be opened to the impropriety of it all and
to the propriety of God’s love—to its height,
depth, length and breadth. Thus when every
individual becomes a perfect creature, he will
realize the truthfulness of the phrase “love
divine, all love excelling.”

All sincere Christians realize the truthfulness
of this statement even now. I would aurge all

™ GOLDEN AGE

137

such that they allow not Aphroditean love to
enter into their hearts; that they allow not any-
thing to take the place of God’s superior love.
[Cats may be urged not to run after mice; but
will they heed1—Ed.]

In the Golden Age now at hand every indi-
vidual who will bend himself into harmony with
God’s righteous laws will become more attrac-
tive and beautiful than the statue of Aphrodite.
Then it is that admiration for this statue will
be torn from the hearts of all. Worshipful ad
miration for other individuals will cease. Each
person will be complete in himself. Masculin-
ity and femininity will exist combined as a unit
in each person, instead of in the present un-
satisfactory divided state,

- The Real Character of St. Nicholas By Mrs. I 8. Marshall

THE article about Santa Claus by Gerald
Barry in No. 73 of TeEE GOLDEN AGE con-
tains the query as to whether we should tell
children the plain facts about Santa Claus. I
say: Yes; and then tell them the story, which
I will relate briefly as best I can.

St. Nicholas was born on December 6th in
the year 300 A. D., and when grown became a
monk in a monastery in a little village. His
parents were very rich. They both died; and
St. Nicholas, being their only child, inherited
all their wealth, which was mostlyin gold. There
lived in the village & poor man with his daugh-

ter. One night St. Nicholas went to this man’s
hut like a thief, but not to steal. He filled the
poor man’s boots with gold and went out. The
next morning when the man got up and was
about to put his boots on, he was surprised to
find them full of gold. That is where the idea
of a Santa Claus came from, and the practice

of children hanging up their stockings at -

Christmas time. St. Nicholas was a helper of
the poor; he did not care for others to know
what he had given; he did not leave a card with
his gift; for it was a gift from the heart. How
noble is the motive of such giving!

Joy Department

I WISH to thank you for the pleasure and
the benefits, and the inspiration I receive
from your magazine. Each issue seems to be
better than the one preceding. May Taz
GoLpEN Ace live throughout the Golden Age.

—J. Best FosTtER, Ark.

CONSIDER TraE GoLpeN AGe the most val-
uable paper published today and hope to be
your constant subscriber. This is the age for
the truth, and you should feel blessed that you

are the agency used fqr its propagation.
Len H. CLark, La.

Prices Paid to Farmers By W. C. Miller

UNNING a small farm we have a few

apple trees. Having this season a surplus
of the early variety, on June 25th we made a
consicument of ten barrels, containing eleven
pecks each to a firin of commission merchants
in Louisville, Kentucky.

Shipment sold for..........iiviiennnnncansn $27.30
Expense for barrels. ... ..o iiiiiiiiecnnansn 3.00
Expense for freight...........ccoviveienns., 5.25
Expense for draying.....ccoivivrencnrannnns .50
Expense for commission........cov0eeenanns L 275

Deduéting all expense we received for our crop $14.00

«®
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on the day before Xmas—

You find that a friend has been overlooked,
- and yet you wish your kind regard for him
to be expressed in a gift other than what
remains on the bargain counter, Stupres ¥
B TEE Scererures and the Harp Bisre Stupy
% Course, we believe, will be found to be a
-'ﬁttmg and appropriate remembrance.

i Provmg their usefulness as a reference work interpreting the
puzzling events of the day in the light of prophecy, Stupies ¥
THE ScripTUres are never regarded as & set of preachments on
morals or private affairs.

They are a collection of books that help to preserve the Christ-
mas spirit of good will throughout the entire year. A fitting
reminder of the esteem of the giver.

\ The Library containing Stupms v THE Scrrerures and the Harp
Bmsre StupY Course can be delivered within a day’s notice ix over
fifteen hundred cities in the United States.

Telegraph your order to Brooklyn, and the Local Branch
will deliver the set to the door of your friend with your %5 33
compliments. j '

The set of eight cloth-bound books, containing over LRk
pages—$2.85 delivered. :

International Bible Students Association
Brooklyn, N.Y.
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A Recurrent
Remembrancer

“Would ye that this the Yuletide
spirit remained throughout the year?”

Why of course. Furthermore,

Not only would you like to have the spirit remain with you,
but you would doubtless like to be able to impart it to your
frze nds in such a way that that Christmasy feeling would
rise up in them every week or two.

. Here's a Capital wdy:

Even if you do desire to send your closest friends some-
thing of great cost, this need not deter you from adding
such a gift as will be delivered throughout the whole year
—essentially a new gift every two weeks.

Right there is where we serve:

Coming twice a month The Golden Age will always remind its re-
cipient of the Yuletide spirit you hold for them throughout the
year. It will be a token of your esteem — after all, the valuable
thing of life.

The (~ulden Age both looks forward and points forward. What on
the surface may cause consternation in life’s affairs, in national
issues, in world crises or in religious disinterest—The Golden Age
always points to the meaning of those events, and to the sure, the
foretold results. Its message is the no less hopeful one than that
“millions now living will never die”. ~

Even the ultra optimistic concede that every day will not be bright.
Why not employ The Golden Age as your twice-a-month reminder,
whether as the remembrancer, or as an after-thought in addition to
your more expensive gift?

e If you desire, The Golden Age will mail a letter to your friends for whom you
subscribe, advising them of who sends the subscription and for how long.

\ |3 THE GOLDEN AGE, Brookiyn, V. Y.
Gentlemen: Enclosed please find $2.00 (Canada & Foreign $2.50) for one year's sub-
scription as Christmus Remembrance to be sent to

Name eeeeeearterenata et aeeseenre s s aneen et

Address.... ...
Your otcn name
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Boovk Gift Suggestions

THBE DIVINE PLAN OF THR
AGES. Outlines the divine plan

revealed in the Bible for mn'u( o

redemption and restitution, 410
pugeR 85e¢

THB TIME IS AT HAND, Anr
examination of Bible Chronol-
ogy and the Bible’s history of the
worid. Predicted World War,
1014. 384 pagcs. e 35¢

THY KINGDOM COMB. Points
to the prophetic testimony and
chronology of the Bible regard-

888 pages.

DON. _Covers closing epoch of

Gospel age. Examines causes of

Contaln 700 pages of spacial
Berean heipa.

Part 1. WATCH TOWER COM-
MENTARY: Textual comments,
from Genesis to Revelation, with
references to where more

fully discussed in STUDIES
8 TEE ScIrTURES. 481 pages
Part 2. INSTRUCTORS' GUTDR
TEXTS: A topical arrangemeant
of Bible subjects arranged under
distinct headings,

Part 3. BEREAN TOPICAL IN-
DEX: Alphabetically arranged,
indexed by subjects.

Part 4 DIFFICULT TEXTS
EXPLAINED AND SPURIOUS

e

LIBRARY OFFER
ing the time of Christ’s Kingdom. THE HARP BIBLE STUDY Course and

35¢ the Seven volumes of STUDIES in the

CRIPTURES. $2.80.
THE BATTLE OF ARMAGED- S. E :

1. B. 8. A BIBLES.
PASSAGES NOTED: List of var-
jous interpoiations and passages
of the Scriptures not In the old-
est Greek Mss.

No. 1918: price $3, postage pre-
pald. Size 4%” x 6%”. Red
under Gold edges, divinity cir
cuit. Good black grained sheep-
skin binding.

No. 1919: price $3.50, postage pre-
paid. The same Bible with the
addition of Bagiter’s Helps, Con-
cordances, etc.

No. 1928 price $4.50, postage pro-
paid. This is the same book ex-
actly as No. 1918, except bound
in genuine Morocco, leather lined.
No. 19388 : price $4.00, postage pre-
paid. Same binding and contents
as No. 1919, only larger print; a
ll:;l: larger book. 8ize 514” x
7 .

No. 1959 : price $5.30, postage pre-
id. Same as No. 1939, except
und Iin genuine Morocco, calf

lined and silk sewed. Order by

number ; patent thumb index, 50¢
extra, . -

friction, discontent, and trouble
of our day. €67 pAgeS————t0C

ATONEMENT BETWEEN GOD
AND MAN. The keynote s the
ransom price. From this doc
trine all others radiate.

G37 pagea
THE NEW CREATION.
piles the Scriptural rules and
laws of management of the
church and the Christian bome.
74T pages.

THE FINISHED MYSTERY.
An examination of the books of
Revelation and Ezekiel. Sug-
gesta probable fulfilment of proph-
ecies,. -610 pages, o __40R

H

Scriptures. Parngraphs are num-
bered consecutively, and ques-
tions are supplied at the end of
each chapter.

Come’

- 3.
' DAILY
HBAVENLY

MANNA
. and Birth-

- day Record,
843,000 editlon, 400 pages. Cloth binding,
Gic. Leather blading $2.00. A text is selected
for each day of the year, and an appropriate
explanatory comment followa Comments are
brietf and pithy, averaging approximately
fourteefy lines each.

SCENARIO OF THE PHOTO-
DRAMA OF CREATION. 366
illustrations. 192 pages. Paper
binding, 33¢. Cloth binding, 83c.
De Luxe $1.25. Harmonizes
Science, History and Philosophy
with the Bible. A non-technicalex-
planatien of the planetary system.
Traces the steps of civilization
during the past 6,000 years. The
division of races. DUxplains the
destruction of Sodom from nate
ural causes. FPresent-day inven-
tions.

N. Y.

THE WAY TO PARA-
DISHE. 50,000 edition,
238 pages, i(llustrated,
cloth binding, 65 cents
Written for children be-
twween the ages of T to
16, It is a textbook for
the study of the DBible,
rather than a story book.
The compilation had in
view the placing of God's
plan for man within the
comprehension of child-
rem.

International Bible Students Association
Brooklyn,
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RELIGION AND PHILOSOPHY

' i

- Universal Peace :
“On earth peace, good will toward men.”"—Luke 2:14.

CHRISTMAS is regarded by many people as

the date of the birth of the babe Jesus in a
manger at Bethlechem. Whether or not the date
is correct is of small importance, but the event
was and is of the greatest importanct.

" Bethlehem is situated on en clevation over-
looking a deep ravine, beyond which. are fields
where shepherds graze their flocks. Beautiful
for location is this historic spot, particulariy
attractive to one of poetic mind and deep rever-
entigl heart, and doubly o since the great
events, recorded in Hely Writ, which therc
iranepired nearly nincteen centuries ago. From
the surrounding hills of Jud=za the shepherds
had brought their sheep to the ficld opposite
Betlilehemm and corralled them there for the
night. While the others slept, one or more of
the shepherds kept vigil over the flocks, waiting

for the dawn of day. The atmosphere of Judea’

is exceedingly rarified, and the stars shine forth
with unusual beauty and brilliancy, and thus
the glory of the night is enhanced. -

Without doubt these lowly herders of sheep’

were men of great reverence for God, men who
trusted in his promises made to their father
Abrahnm and hence were expecting the coming
of Messiah. And for théir faithfulness Jehovah
rewarded them with a wonderful vision. While
these humble watchers were gazing into the
starlit heavens and meditating upon the majesty
and expressed wisdom of Jekovah, there sud-
denly appeared anto them & star of remarkable

hrilliancy, standing over against Bethlehem,
v.  mvige called the eity of David. Simultarn--

eouc!y <hn angel of the Lord, the heavenly mes-
senger. appeared unto them, and the light of

. the gloxy of thé Lord shone round about them.

Then the shepherds were sore afraid. What
man of .reverential mind would not have been
awe-struck at such a marvelous manifestation!

To calm their fears, the heavenly messenger
sweetly said to these humble men of the fields;
“Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings

- of great joy, which shall be to all pepple.” For

unto you is born this day in the city of David a

,livior,'w’hich is Christ the Lord. And this shall

~
-

be a sign unto you; Ye shall find the habe
wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in &
manger.” (Luke 2:10-12) Awed by this vision
and thrilled with their environment, the shep-
herds in wonder and amazement stood speech-
less beforz the heavenly messenger. Then sud-
denly there appeared with this angel a whole
multitude of the heavenly host, angels bright and
foir; and in eclebration of this marvelous event
of the ages they jorfully sang together an
anthem of praise to Jehovah, “Glory to God in
the highest, and on earth peace, good will
toward men”.

Long centuries and the burdens of earthly
cares have cffaced or hidden this glorious
vision from .the minds of most men who call
themselves Christians; and today these words
announcing universal peacc to those of worldly
mind sound as but a hollow mockery. Nearly
nincteen centuries have come and gone since
that heavenly messenger announced the birth
of Jesus and brought a message of good tidings;
and after these long years of laborious effort
on the part of some men to establish ideal con-
ditions, with dismay they witness the whole
~yorld rocked from center to circumference and
all kindreds and peoples engaged in the strife of
tongues, tumult, distress and war. Now the
great mass of so-called Christendom is trusting
in the god of forece and violence rather than in
—-he God of peace and love. Millions of earth’s
habitants, including those who pose a8 teachers
and preachers of the Gospel, have turned 16
infidelity, disregarding the Word of Geod, and
advise, counsel and engage in. strife and
violence. Alas! their faith in God and in bis
precious promises is gone. .

How different with those who truly love the
Lord and who study to show themselves approv-
ed unto God! Their diligent and prayerful
search to know the meaning of these events
past and present the Lord has been pleased to.
reward with & clear vision; and now they are
privileged to mark the majestic onward tread
of Jehovah in the unfolding of his marvelous
plan. And thas understanding, their hearts are
filled with joy; and the sweet message of that
~avenly host resdunds through the corridors
of the age, enlling attention to.the momentous
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- events that are transpiring and the even greater

ones inmunediately to follow. Not only do they
rejoice in their own hearts, but it is the privilege
of such true followers of the Master with con-
fidence to say to the bewildered and frightened
of nominal Christendom: “Behold, thy God
reigneth”, A

And now we invite all sober-minded peoples

of carth—Christian and infidel, Jew and Gen-.

tile, bond and free—to come with us while we
togcther briefly review this beautiful Christmas
story, and ascertainits meaningand significance

. to the groaning people of all the nations of

earth. Iis message of comfort is intended for
all; for the angel of the Lord said: “Behold, I
bring you good tidings of great joy, which
shall be to all people”. The time is now due

. for the world to begin to understand the real

meaning of what occurred on that memorable
morning in Bethlehem; and those who do under-
stand and avail themselves of such knowledge
will be greatly blessed and eomforted in heart,
mind and body. .

Why should-the habe Jesus be born at allf
WWhy mark his birth with such ceremony and
joyful cxpression by the heavenly host? The
answer is the old, old story, which grows
sweeter the oftener told; and never so sweet as
now, because the time is here for its appreeci-
ation by man. o _

" Four thousand years before the staging of
this drama in the hills of Jud=a, Jehovah had
created a perfect pair—Adam and Eve—and
provided them with a perfect home 'in Eden.
He had endowed them with power and authority
to bring forth children, to fill the earth and to
control it and to make the entire earth as a
garden, a glorious spot, a fit habitation for a

- happy and perfect race of people. To this first

pair . the Lord. granted the privilege of life
everlasting in a state of human blessedness,
conditioned, however, upon a faithful obedience
to 4us law. The wife, deceived by Satan into
a violation of the divine law, in turn induced

" her husband fo take the step of disobedience
~ wiifully rather than be separated from her.

The result of this transgression was aninfiiction
oi the penalty of the law, which penalty is
described in the Genesis account {chapter 3) as
a dying condition until death was fully accom-
plished, a return to the dust whence the Lord
had taken the elements to make man.
Having judicially determined that the perfect

man shonld die because of his disobedience tn
the law, Jehovah chose, as a means of enforcing
this judgment, to compel man to live outside of
the perfect Eden and to feed upon the poisonous
elements of the, earth until complete death
would ensne. Hence he drove ‘the two out of
Eden and set & flaming sword at the garden’s
entrance, lest Adam might return and partake
of the tree of life. For 930 years Adam battled
with the clements of the earth, daily succumbing,
until at the end of that time he was dead.

The secret of all the suffering, sorrow, sickness
and death of humankind from then nntil now
lies in what oceurred in ‘Eden and following.
While in Eden the perfect man did not exereise
his power to beget children; and heure the
perfect pair never bronght forth children. Tt
was only after undergoing the legal sentence of
death, and after they had imbibed the poisonous
elements of earth’s vegetation, that this pair
cohabited and children. resulted. It is reason-
able, therefore, to see that this condemnation
fell npon the offspring; and that the father,
now imperfect, could not beget a perfect child;
hence ‘the offspring of Adam would be an im-
perfect one. For this reason the Psalmist
wrote: “Behold, I was shapen in iniquity and
in sin did my mother conceive me”. (Psalm 51:
5) And for the same reason the inspired witness
said, “As by one man sin entered into the world,
and death by sin; so death passed [by inherit-
ance] upon- all men, for that all have sinned”.
(Romans 5:12) The ultimate ‘result of the
operation of the divine law of necessity would
have meant the complete extinction of the
human race. Today, instead of men living 930
vears, the average life is much less than one-
tenth as long.: .

God foreknew thé course that man would
take; and before the foundation of the world he

“outlined a plan for human redemption-and
blessing. Nearly two thousand years after the

humankind had wandered in the earth in sorrow
and distress, Jehovah spoke to his servant
Abraham, likewise an imperfect man, but one
who exercised great faith in God, and to him
made promise that through his seed all the
families, nations, kindreds and peoples of earth
should have a blessing. (Genesis 12:2, 3; 22:
18; Galatians 3:16) Later, God organized the
descendants of Abrabam into a nation under

- the name of Israel, and with that nation and -
people made a law covenant and from time to

i
i

&
3
P
iy :
i
‘
i
i




-

. The Golden Age for December 24, 1019 \

217

time reitcrated his promise to bring a blessing
1o the nations of carth through the seed -of
Abraham. The Israelites verily believed that
this promised seed was an earthly sced. The
promise at one time was confined to the house
of David; and when David ascended the throne
the Jews thought that the time had come for
the blessing of mankind. The prophets, how-
ever, foretold the coming of another and great-
er one; and at the time of Jesus’ birth all
thoughtful people of Israel were looking for
the coming of the Messiah. God through his
prophet had foretold that Messiah would be

. born in Bethlehem of Judra.—Natthew 2:5,6.

Here we emphasize one thing prominent in
the message brought by the angel; namely, the
word all. It will be marked in the examination
of this and other Scriptures relating to” the
redemption of man that God had promised to
bless all the families of the carth, and that at
the birth of Jesus the angel announced- that

this is glad tidings which shall be brought to all -
" people. It is not the thought of the Scriptures
- that such a message wonld be brought to all at

the same time; hut that in God’s due time every
one of the human race would hear this message
of glad tidings and would ¢ach have the oppor-
(umt\ of availing himsclf of the benefit of it.

The race was justly eondemned to death be-
causc of disobedience to the law of God; and
this judgment could not be sct aside or revcrsed
for the reason that God is unchangeable. His
Jaws arc fixed. However, such a judgment eould
be satisfied by the demands of the law being
met. In due course of time God made promise
to the house of Isracl, his specially chosen
people, that a provision for releasing mankind

from death and the effects of this Judgment~

would be made. “T wdl ransom them from the
power of the grave; I will redeem them from
death: O death, I will be thy plagues; O grave,
I will be' thy destruction.”—Hosea 13: 14.
The word ransom means a price exactly
corresponding. A perfeet man had violated
God’s law, and dcath resulied. Therefore tlic

“only thing that could constitutc a ransem or

corrcspondmg price for mankind would be the
life of another pcrfoct man, exactly equivalent
to Adam while in Eden. In other words, the

-redemption and deliverance of the human race

fror="death, and its restoration to human per-

" fection and happiness, must entirely depend

Tupon the voluntary submission to- dea.th of a

perfect human bemg——nothmg more and
nothing less.

At once, then, we see that none of Adam’s
stock could meet this requirement of the law and
redeem the human race because all were in-
perfect, having descended from Adam. And -
this thought is expressed by the Psalmist, who
says, “None of them can by any means redeem
his brother nor give to God a.ransom for him”.
(Psalm 49:7) Any child begotten by a member
of the Adamic stock would necessarily be im-
perfect; hence ¢he account concerning the con-
ception of Mary and the birth of the babe Jesus-
shows that she conceived by the power.of the’
boly Spirit. (Matthew 1: - 18- :25) Therefore
Jesus was begotten not by man, but born of a
woman, and when born he was “holy, harmless,
undefiled and separate from sinners”. (Hebrews
7:26) When he grew to manhood's estate he
was the cxact counterpart of Adam prior to his
disobedicnce. Not until we understand these
things can we understand why there was so
much joy in heaven among the angelic host at
the birth of Jesus. The heavenly beings had
been ohserving for four -thousand years the
downward course of mankind. They had seen
the great degradation and sorrow that sin had
inflicted npon the human family, and now they
pereeived that Jehovah was making provision
for ihe redemption and blessing and uplifting
ol‘ all men.

That which man prizes above everything
else is life; for without life nothing else can be
enjoved: The whole human race, being under
the condemnation of death, ultimately must die.
Why, then, did Jesus come to earth! Why was—
he born? He answers; “That the people might
have lifc and have it more abundantly”. (John
10:10)° He “was made flesh and dwelt among
us”. (John 1:14) “Forasmuch as the children
are partakers of fleeh and blood, he also himself
likewise partook of the same.” (Hebrews 2: 14)
“We gec Jesus, who was made a little lower
than thé angels [namely, a human being] for
the suffering of death, crowned with glory and.
honor; that he by the grace of God should taste
death for cvery man. » (Hebrews 2:9) Jesus
himself declared that he laid down his life for
the sheep. (John 10:11, 15, 16) Here he uses
the word sheep to xl.lustrate those who are
willing and obedient to the will of God, that
they shall receive the benefit of his sacriﬁce. '

"~ And this opportunity must come to -all, as
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St. Panl states: “For this is good and accept-
2ble in the sight of God our Savior, who will
have all men to be saved and to come unto the
knowledge of the truth. For there is one God,
and one mediator between God and men, the
man Christ Jesus; who gave himself a ransom
for all, to be testified [{o all] in due time.”
(1 Timothy 2:3-G) Here again it is observed
that it is God’s will that all men shall be saved
irom the condemnation of death and thereafter
brought to a knowledge of God’s provision for
them, which knowledge opens to them the op-
portunity of aoceptmg the benefits of the ran-
som sacrifice. Hence, says the Apostle. these
facts must be testified to all men in God's due
time. As this testinony comes to men at
different iimes and they understand it, they
rejoice in it becaunse to them it is good tidings,
good news of a better thing for them—an op-
portunity for life.

Why, then, if Jesus died on the cross nearly
ninetecn éenturies ago, should the human race
continue to suffer? The Seriptural answer is
clear. The promise to Abraham was that in
his seed should the blessing ecome to mankind;
and this seed must first be fullv devecloped
before the benefit of the ransom sacrifice can
be extiended to all. It is important, therefore,
to perceive whal constitutes the seed and kow
it is developed. The Scriptural proof is that
this sced is the Christ, the Messiali, composed
of Jesus, the Head, and the church, meaning
the called-out class which constitute the mem-
bers of the body of the Meseiah class. I{ence St.
Paul argues: “As many of von as have becen
baptized into Christ have put on Christ ... And
if ye be Christ’s, the fare ye Abraham’s seed,
a.nc21 heirs according to the proxmse” —G alatla.ns

7, 29. -
~ 1t has pleased the lleaven]y Father to devote
the period of time elapsing from the resurrec-
tion of Jesus until the setting up of his kingdom
to the work of seclecting those who would be
willing followers of the Master, and who would
prove their faith[nlness and loyalty to him even
unto death, and to whom he would grant the
privilege of joint-heirship with Christ' Jesus in
his kingdom. (Romans 8:16, 17; 2 Timothy 2:
11,12) The selection of this class has been from
among those who have voluntarily consecrated
their lives to the Lord. Not every one who says,
“Lord, Lord”, will be of that class, but only
those who enter into a covenant with God by

sacrifice and continue thus faithful unto death. - e

These are promised a part in the first resurrec-
tion and an association with Christ Jesus as
members of the royal priesthood. Therefore we
can understand the words of the Master when
Lie caid that only a little flock (comparatively
specking) of mankmd would have this blessing.
—Luke 12:32.. -

The purposes of the Lord in this regard are
ascertained from the words of the Apostle:
“God at the first did visit the Gentiles to take
out of them a people for his name. And to
this agree the words of the propbets; as it is
written, After this I will return, and I will
build again the tabernacle of David, which is
fallen down; and I will build again the ruins
thereof, and I will set it up; that the residue
of men might seek after the Lord, and all the
Gentiles, upon whom my name is called.”
—Acts 15:14-17.

Jesus taught his disciples, and through them
the chutch has been tanght, that after he had
ascended on high he would return in course of
time and gather unto himself the saints, and
then would establish his kingdom fer the pur-
pose of blessing mankind. .All Christian people
bave looked forward to the second coming of
the Lord, and to the end of the wicked order of
things and the establishment of a new and
righteous order. This same thought was in the
mind of the disciples when they approached

Jesus just before his crucifixion and propound-

ed to him the direct question: “Tell us when
these things shall be, and what shall be the
procf of thy coming and the end of the world?’
—Matthew 24:3. '

The Lord Jesus answered their question, and
the answer is recorded in the twenty-fourth

chapter of Matthew and the twenty-first chapter™
He describes the great stress and -

of Luke.
trouble that is now upon the human race.

"Among other things he said thaf there would

be a great world war in which nat_lon would rise
against nation, to be accompamed by famine,
pestilence and revolutions and a time of trouble

such as never was before; and all mankind are .

witnessing the fuliillment of this prophecy at
this very time. Again he said in answer to the
same question that therc wonld be “upon the
earth distress of nations, with perplexxty, the

. sea and the waves [restless humanity] roaring;
men’s hearts failing theni for fear, and for look- .
ing after those things which are coming on the
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earth: for the powers of heaven [ecclesiastical

svetems] shall be shaken”. (Luke 21:25, 26)
All the trouble that has afflicted the nations
since the fall of 1914 has been clearly in fulfill-
ment of the prophetic untterance of the Lord.
To the Christian this means (and soon all the
world will learn to know that this is the mean-
ing) that the kingdom of the Lord is at hand,
that Christ is present, that he is tearing away
the old order of things preparatory to establish-
ing a kingdom of righteousness and peace which
shall constitute “the desire of all nations”. “I

" will shake all nations, and the desire of all

nations shall come”.—Haggai 2:7.

The wars, famine, pestilence, revolutions and
like disturbances that so much distress human-
kind dg not constitute any part of the glad
tidings. No one rejoices in this suffering and
trouble; but the Christian rejoices that these
troublesome times are the proof foretold by the
Lord that would precede the establishment of
his kingdom of righteousness which would
bring blessings to all the groaning creation.
The message that has been preached to the

people for long centuries, and is yet being.

preached by many, to the effect that it is the
Lord’s purpose to save a few in heaven and to
consign all the residme of mankind to a con-
dition of endless torture, contains no glad tid-
ings to any one of an honest heart. Surely it
could be no real joy to any person to be con-
vinced that he would spend eternity in heavenly
bliss while at the same time some one near and
‘dear to him would be spending eternity in
torture. Such a doctrine is not taught by the
Word of God, but is the result of a distorted
interpretation of the Secriptures.

The divine program, which has been develop-
ing progressively for many cer furies, has now

e
!

. - about rencics sne point of time for the world

e

of mankinc i5 begin to understand and ap-
preciate gome nf the lengths and breadths and
heights and d-pths of the love of God. His
inspired witness wrote: “Times of refreshing

shall come from the presence of Jehovah; for

he will send Jesus, who before was preached
unto you, whom the heavens must retain until
the times of restitution of all things, which God

hath spoken by the mouth of all his holy .

prophets since the world began”.—Acts 3:19-21.

The word refreshing here suggests the
thought of something that makes one happy
after a long experience with that which is con-

trary to happiness. The autumn season marks
the dying and falling of the leaves, the trees
appear bare, and the wind moans and sighs
through their branches. Then follows the long,
dark, cold winter, picturing in'a measure the
long night of suffering and death that has
afflicted the human race. In the spring season
the warm, gentle rays of the sun, falling upon
the earth, cause ‘the grass to spring forth, the
trees to bud and leaf, followed by the blossoms
and the fruit, the singing of the birds aud the .
rejoicing of all nature because of the reviving,
or coming again to life, of that which was dead.'
Seemingly the Apostle had such a picture in his
mind when he said that times of refreshing
would come at the establishment of Messiah’s
kingdom becaunse it would mean the restoration -
of that which father Adam lost for himself and .
all of his offspring, namely, life and all the
sweectness incident thereto. The perfect man
Jesus, having laid down his life and thereby
providing the purchase price for the buman
race, now returns for the purpose of minister-
ing to mankind by giving to him the very thing

‘that he has long desired.

Long ago the Apostle saw this and wrote:
“He [God] hath appointed a day, in which he
will judge the world in righteousness by that man
[Christ Jesus] whom he hath ordained; where-
of he hath given assurance unto all men in
that he hath raised him from the dead”. (Acts
17:31) The assurance here then is to every man
that has lived on the earth that he must have
a fair and impartial trial in a time of righteous-
ness, which trial is for the purpose of giving
him an opportunity to render himself in obedi-
ence to the law of God and live. It means thdt
millions who have gone into death will return
again; for “there shall be a resurrection of
the dead, both of the just and the unjust.” (Acts
24:15) The great Master himself assures us
that all in their graves shall hear his voice and
awaken to the resurrection by judgments, i. e.,
a time of trial and opportunity for life and its
blessings.—John 5:28,29. - .

The work of reconstructing the human race
will devolve upon the great Messiah, and that
great work will begin as soon as the present
trouble upon the earth has ended; for Jesus
assures us that there never will be another time
like it. (Matthew (24:21) Then, under his
righteous reign, every one will have a chance ’
of hearing the sayings of Jesus and then will
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apply his' words, “Verily I say unto you, If
. a man keep my saying he shall never sce death.”
That Scripture, like all other savings of the
Master, must have its time for fulfillmoent;
and no one could keep his sayiugs until first
. they heard themn. The millions in death could
not hear until awakened oat of death, and the
millions now on carth could not hear until God’s
due time and until they are told. That due time
is about at hand.

Will that be a time, then,-.of rcjoicing and
g]a(me&s’ The Lord through the prophct gives
us a visiom of that great time of blessing, say-
ing, “The wilderness and the solitary place
thall be glad for them and the descrt shall
rejuice, and blossom as the rose,” thus pictur-
ing how the carth itsclf shall be"m to vield that
which i8 necessary for the sustenance of
mankind and permit him to enjoy the fruits
of his labors withiont the intervention aml
oppression of the profiteers. “It shall blossom
abundantly, and rejoice even with joy and
singing: the glory of Lebanon shall be given
mito it, the excelleney of Carmecl and Sharon,
they shall see the giory of the Lord, and the
excelleney of our God.”

Before the coming .of that glorious day,
however, the prophet infers that the people
wonld become very much discouraged and
without strength. He pictures them as tremb-
ling in their knees and hanging down their
hands, and for their encouragement says:
“Strengthen ye the weak hands, and confirm
the fecble knees. Say to them that are of a
fcarful heart, Be strong, fear not: behold,
your God will come with vengeanee, even Go'.l
with a recompence; he will come and save you.”

St. Paul tells us that the whole world aside
from Christians are blind, and blinded by the

adversary. Many people are actually bhnd,‘

while practically all are blind concerning a
vision of God’s pla

The prophet then pictures the blessings
during the reconstruction, saying, “Then the
eves of the blind shall be opened, and the ears
of the deaf shall be unstopped. Then shall the
lame man leap as an hart, and the tongue of the
dumb sing: for in the wilderness shall waters
break out, and streams in the desert.”
. Then the prophet describes a way opened
for the buman race to journey back to the
perfection of life, of body and mind, contin-

uning: “And an highway shall be there, and a

way, and it shall be called The way of holiness:
the unclean shall not pass over it; but it shall
be for those: the wayfaring men, though fools,
shall not err therein”. This highway is the

Messizh, who is given as a mediator between

God and man, to lcad man back to the state of
perfection; .and the way to pass over it will
be by rendering themselves in obedience to the
law of the Messiah. It shall be a holy, =a
righteous way. No person shall be permxtted
to progress in wickedness, in proﬁteenng, in
oppression, in keeping the people . in ignorance
or filching their pockets nnder the pretense of
preaching the Gospel or anythiyg else; but its
objcct shall he the cleansing ana-blessing of the
people, and it shall be so clear and plain that
every man can understand it. “No lion shall be
there”; that is to say, no monstrous beast, such
as czars, beastly governments, oppressing cor-
porations, or ecclesiastical, political or financial
svsliems. “Nor any ravenous beast {government
of oppressive violence] shall go up thereon, it
ghall not be found there; but the redeemed shall
walk there.” The earth and everthing in it shall

be made conducive to the uplifting and blessing .

of mankind.

Having in mind; then, that the Apostle
assures us time and again that Jesus ransomed
the entire human race, all of them, the prophet
continues: “And the ransomed of the Lord shall
return [meaning they shall return from the land
of thc enemy, from death and from their bond-
age in blindness ‘and ignorance and supersti-

tion], and come to Zion [the Messiah] with--
songs and cverlasting joy upon their heads:.

they shall obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow
and sighing shall flee away”. (Isaiah 33)
Indecd then all shall know the truth cf the
message that the angel brought to the shepherds
as they w atched thexr ﬂocl.s—good tmmgs of
great joyv unto all.

Messiah’s kingdom will establish a uuversal
peace. As the prophet declares, when his king-
dom is established, then the nations shall come

-and eay, “Let us go up to the mountain” [king-
dom] of the Lord, and he will teavh us of his’

ways, and we-will walk in his patls. . .-. And
thev shell beat their swords inta plowshares,
and their spears into pruninghooks: nation shall
not lift up a sword against naticn, neither shall.
they learn war any more. But they shall sit
every man under his vine and under his fig tree;

and none shall inake them afra:d”.-Micah 4:14."

-
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To assure such a lasting blessing will require,
of course, nothing short of a perfect ruler.
Then the earth will have such, for “the govern-
ment shall be upon his [Messiah’s] shoulder;

and his name shall be called Wonderful, Coun-

geller, The mighty God, The everlasting Father,
[Life-giver], The Prince of Peace. Of the in-
creage of his government and peace there sha]l
be no end”.—Isaiah 9:6, 7.

“*  To the Christian, therefore, who has a clear
vision of the divine plan and who appreciates
the time through which the world is now passing
this should be the happiest Christmas he has
ever spent, because by the eye of faith he can
see the Sun of Righteousness rising with heal-
ing in its beams, driving back the great dark
night of suffering, tumult and trouble, prepar-
atory to the healing, blessing and uplifting of
the human race, back to the perfection of life,
liberty and happiness.  The incoming of this
glorious time means the beginning of the Golden
Age—a time of rejoicing for all who love
righteousness.

Juvenile Bible Study .
MAN’S highest duty and privilege is to
glorify God. One who loves and obeys the
-great Creator loves and obeys rightcousness,
makes a better citizen and a greater benefactor
to mankind. To love and obey Jehovah one
must know him. How can we know him except
through his Word, and how can we know and

understand his Word unless we are taught?:

If it is proper and necessary to send our chil-
dren to the public schools that they there may
be taught concerning the smelfish things of this
life, with stronger reasoning is it proper and
necessary that they be taught concerning the
things that have to do w:th their eternal welfare
and happiness.
. The Biblical education of cluldren, we believe,
has been sadly neglected. Every parent owes a
duty to his own child and a corresponding duty
- to every other child to whom he can render aid.
. In view of the time of great stress now upon
the human Tace, is it not high time that we take
some positive action toward the instruction of
the children concerning the greatest thing about
_whick they should know, the Word of Godt?
‘We believe that all parents, whether Chrutmn
or not, desire to see their children grow up in.
nghteonmess and truth. Becanse of the long-

felt need in behalf of the children, Tax GoLpEx

AGE inaugurates a children’s Bible study de-
partment. There ig no desire or purpose to
teach the doctrines of any sect or system; but
the sole purpose is to instruct the children in
the Bible. To do 80 we have arranged this stndy
in question and answer form,. propounding the
questions and briefly answering, citing the
‘Scriptures where the proper Biblical answer
may be had. We suggest that the parents pro-
pound these questions to their children and aid
them to locate in the Bible the answer, thus
familiarizing the child (and incidentally the par-
ent) with the texts of the Bible and enabling
them to get some insight into the glorious
character of Jehovah and the Lord Jesus.

We suggest that the child be given one
question each day and that in addition to the
answer here given, it be encouraged to ook up
the’ Scriptures -cited and any other Seriptures
that, with the aid of the parent, it might find
bearing on the question. As this is a primary
study, we therefore begin with the sobject.

THFE BIBLE

1. What is meant by the word Bible?

Answer: A book that contains the Word of
God as expressed to man, and has reference
to all the sixty-six books collectively, contained
in what is commonly accepted as the Holy
Scriptures.

2. What is the Bible?

Answer: It is an expression of God’s will
toward man and an outline of his plan concern-
ing the human race, given for man’s instruction.
—John 17:17; 2 Corinthians 4:2.

3. Are we wvited to study the Bible?

Answer: Yes; Jehovah says to us: “Coine,

‘now, let us reason together” (Isaiah 1:18); and

“Study to show thyself approved unto God”.
—2 Timothy 2:15; John 5:39; Deuteronomy
29:29; Revelation 1 31 Peter 3:15.

4. Should we expect to understand the deep
things in the Bible? .

Answer: If we study it with a reverential
and prayerful desire we may understand them.
“The reverence of the Lord is the beginning of
wisdom.” (Proverbs 1:7) The plan of God is a
secret which he has promised to reveal to those
who reverentially seek to understand it. “The
secret of the Lord is with them that fear him:
and he will show them his plan.” Psa.].m 25.
14; 1 Corinthians 2:10.

5. Can everybody understand the Bible?

Answer: They could, if everyone would com-
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Om' Great Creator’s Unspeakéble Gift

: | “Thanks be unto God for his unspeakable gift.”—2 Corinthians 9: 15.
| THEBE is an appropriateness in the general

.= good cheer of the Christmas season. The
custom of giving tokens of love and friendship

g revails wherever the story of Jesus has gone.
urely this is just as it should be. While some
may have been injured by receiving bounties,

-but few, if any, have been other than blest in the
.giving of them. Herein we see corroborated
“our Savior’s words “Jt is more blessed to give

than to reeuve In proportion as we attain

. Godlikeness, in proportion as the spirit of
. Christ dwells richly in us, in proportion as we

possess the holy. spmf, in that same proportion
shall we appreciate more and more our Lord’s
statement. .

In our dealings with God it is necessary that
we realize our dependence, our own insuffici-

" ency, and His greatness and beneficence; and

that we learn to go to Him as His “dear cluld-
ren”, to whom He delights to give His favors,
and who receive them and appreciate them with
gratitude of heart. In every sense of the word
we are debtors to God and always shall be. We
can never dispute the obligations under which
His mercy and loving kindness have placed us.
The sooner we realize this fact, the better will
it be for us. Some possessed with a false pride
declare that they ask no favors from God or
man—that they pay their way and wish always
to-do so. As respects our dealings with our
fellowmen, something of this spmt is praise-
worthy ; but the entire proposition is inconsist-
ent w1th our relationship with the Almighty.

As we did not create ourselves, neither can
we maintain our Being, as the Scriptures assert:
“In Him we live and move and have our being”.
(=t 772 9) This would have been true of us
whether Iuin on dn angelic plane or as perfect
hnman beings; for we could not have created
ourselves, dircetly’ or indirectly. Through the
arrangements of His providence in nature, God -
was responsible for our birth; and He is the
Provider for His creatures on every plane. The
fact that He eaunses His sun to shine apon the
just and the unjust, and sends His rain upon the
evil as well as upon the good, and thas provides
for the world of mankind that in general is in

rebellion against Him and His authority, does”
'not prove that the laws of natare are autocratie.

Rather, as the Sc.nptu.res show, these mercles
of God scattered broadcast tell of a provision
_on our Creator’s part for the necessities of His
“creatures. That He allows these laws to be in-
terfered with at the present time and permits -
adverse conditions upon our race He faolly
explains to be because of its sinful, rebellious

-attitnde, beeanse the sentence, the curse of

death, has been justly pronounced against man-
kind, and because He sees a way by which
present lessons of adversity and tribnlation may
-be made instructive as respects “the exceeding
sinfalness of sin”.

“Al Taught of God”

Two of the great lessons for ns to learn are
“(1) our complete dependence upon God and (2)
His loving kindness and tender mercies over all
His works. But these lessons can be learned
only from omne standpoint and by one class.
Those who view matters from the outside only
will surely misunderstand, misinterpret, many
of the operations of divine providence.

“The secret of the Lord is with them that
reverence him and he will show them his cov-
enant” — His future plans, His agreement.
(Psalm 25:14) In order to see, to understand,
to appreciate them we must accept certain
matters by faith: (1) “that he is”™—that there
is an Almighty Creator; (2) “that he is the
rewarder of them that diligently seek him”.
(Hebrews 11:6) Seeking the Lord diligently,
we find in the Bible that which eommends it to
our hearts as well as to our heads.

But right here we are beset by a danger and

-4 difficulty; for while it is-possible to receive

great assistance from fellow-believers in the
understanding of the divine Word, yet there is
much danger of our becoming even more con-
fused by snch assistance—by the creeds and
theories of men, particularly those handed down
fram the dark ages. Whatever, therefore, we
receive from men we must aceept tentatively—
for examination, for proving and testing by the
Word of God. Thus we “try the spirits,” or
doctrines, as the Apostle admonishes. (1 John
4:1) Thus we permit God to be His own inter-
preter and to make the matter plain to us.

Those teachers who refer to the Word of God,
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i .
who point out to us its harmony with itself and

with reason, giving the citations and showing
the relationship betwen text and context—these
are the teachers who are really helpful. All
' others are apt to be injurious, whether they
a:ldress us orally or in print.
' . .
’ “Every Good and Perfect Gift”
Only after we have been for some time in the
. School of Christ can we comprehend the force
of the Apostle’s words, “Every good and perfect
gift is from above”. (James 1:17) Then we
. begin to look about to find some of these good
' and perfect gifts. We soon find many gifts and
 blessings, but very few of themn perfect, purely
good. Everything connected with our present
condition is imperfect. Even the sunshine and
the rain, which are common to all God’s crea-
tures, are evidently not furnished under perfect
conditions. Imperfection seems to be written
upon everything we have, as well as upon our-
selves.
The Bible explanation of this state of affairs
ix that, while God’s work is perfect (Deuteron-
ommy 32:4), our race today are not really
samples of His workmanship, but are depraved,
fallen, imperfect through the original sin of
Father Adam and its entailed weaknesses and
blemishes upon his posterity. The good and
perfect gifts of God are to be seen only hy the
eye of faith—only by those whose eyes of under-
standing have been opened to see by faith Jesus,
the great Redeemer. By faith this class see
accomplished in God’s due time His great work
of Redemption, the wiping away of .all tears
from off all faces and the re-establishment of

perfect life conditions, such as God has promised.

Those whose eyes of understanding have to
some extent been opened see more and more of

the riches of God’s grace, and appreciate more ,

and more all of His gifts and favors, especially
iha ereui oili) the unspeakable gift, mentioned
In cur tex:. v uat thi® gift is the entire Scrip-
tures set forth in various presentations.
these statemenrs one of the most forceful is St.
Paul’s declaration, “The wages of sin is death,
‘but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus
Christ our Lord”.—Romans 6: 23.

) 4 Gift Not Appreciated
_ False theologies have diverted or taken away
from the Bible statements that eternal life is
the gift of God, and that He will supply it only

of,

to those in fullest harmony with Himself. False
theologies have taught us that eternal life is a
natural quality—yea, that it is a persistent one,
that not even God Himself can destroy our lives
or being. This erroneous thought has distorted
all our reasonings, and has left the issue as
between an eternal life in torture or an eternal
life in bliss.. But the Secriptures clearly define a
different issue; namely, as between extinction,
destruction, and a life in harmony with God, a
life which Divine Love and Mercy had provided
for those who are in accord with the Almighty.

Let us hearken to the testimony of our Lord,
the Apostles and the Prophets on this subject,
and see that God is now proffering .the c¢hurch
a gift of eternal life through Jesus Christ our
Lord. Let us note the Scriptural proposition
that if we are willfully, deliberately, intelli-
gently, rejecting this gift it will be withdrawn,
and that the effect upon us will be the second
death, everlasting oblivion, from which God
offers no hope of recovery.

Let us note that this is the general dealing of

" God; and hence that when His time shall come

for dealing with the world of mankind in gen-
eral, during the Millennial age, the offer then
to be made to them will be a similar proposition
of life or death everlasting. Those who will
accept God’s gift upon God’s terms are welcome

to it. He is pleased to give it to them. Those

who will then reject it shall die the second death.
—Acts 3:22, 23. .
“Through Jesus Christ our Lord,” is the
Apostle’s statement. The gift is not offered to
us by the Father directly, but indirectly
through the Son. To those whose eyes of under-

standing have been opened, the Apostles says, -

“This is the record, that God has given unto us
eternal life; and this life is in His Son. He that
hath the Son hath life; and he that hath not the
Son of God nath not life.” (1 John 4:12) Other
Scriptures inform us that this life is merely
reckoned to the church now, and that they will
not get it until they shall experience the change
of the first resurrection, at the second coming
of our Lord. Of these it is written, “Your life
is hid with Christ in God”. (Colossians 3:3)
Thus every suggestion of God’s gift is bound ap
similarly in Christ. Only as we become united
to Him, related to Him, can we have this un-
speakable gift of God. Henece it is not improper
that we.should sometimes both think and speak
of Jesds Himself as being
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le Unwakabk -
Both Jesus and the eternal life which the
Father has provided t.hrongh Him are nnspeak-
able in the sense that it is impossible for ns to
p-esent fully to others the richness and the
glory which inhere in both. Who can describe
life etermnal on either a spirit plane or as
restored and perfected humanity? It is beyond
all the powers of our mental comprehension.
- Even the thought of it can only be imperfectly
communicated and ‘imperfectly grasped. It
.must gradually dawn upon us, grow upon us in

appreciation and comprehension. Similarly the

wealth of grace divine represented in our Lord
Jesus is unspeakable. We cannot tell it; and

'the natural man cannot receive of the ﬂnngs of
.the Spirit of God, neither know them.—1 Cor- -

inthians 2:14.
| Only those who. are especially favored of God
:an get even the first glimpse of the riches of
God’s grace in Christ. If this glimpse be appre-
~iared, it leads to clearer and still clearer views;
> all who will appreciate either our Lord
Jesus or the gift of life must be “taught of God”.
(John 6: 54) As-our Redeemer said to St. Peter,
Blessed art thon, Simon Barjona; for flesh and
lood Lath not revealed this anto thee, but my

Father in Heaven” (Matthew 16: 17), so all who -

{ ould grasp spiritual things must be taught.

1 1l our teaching and preachingeannot overcome

the blindness of the natural fallen mind in

~2spect to God’s gift and the channel through
hich it comes. -

Only as the Heavenly Father shall grant His
blessing may fruits to our labors be expected.
.+ is written, “As many as the Lord your God
L.all ecall,” and; “No man ean come unto me
except the Father who sent me draw him.”
( cts2:39; John 6:44) "Hence we see that our

y "sent"appreciation of divine goodness implies
hrcc ,..---.,; 4, e caving provision of eternal
1:¥2, (2) Christ the channel, and (3) the L.now{-
~ 'e by which we are onabIed to appreciate both
de gitt and the channel.

Receiving and Rejecting God’'s Gift
"1.\s we look out over the world and perceive

000,000 in heathen darkness and the re-

vr. ining 400,000,000 of nominal Christendom in
dull foggy light of superstition and ignor-
ice, onr first thought might be that the wotld
1 ~eneral has rejected God’s -gift and hence has
@ led its doom for the second death. Then we

o

find mhefm theSenptumlumra‘.noéth&t the
present world-wide darkmess is the result of
Adam’s sin and condemnation to death; that,

although Christ has come and offered His sacri- - T

fice for sin, and thus made possible the removal
of the curse and the bringing back of Adam and
all of his race to harmony with Ged and to the

. possibility of aceepting His gift of eternal life

upon His terms,nmrﬂnelunﬂuoﬁerofﬂm
opportunity to the race in ‘i still futore.

How glad we are that:in Qods dite time all
the blind eyesahdlbefmopml&d !?;::hﬁnnwm
unstopped, and the and
error all flee away before the rishig of the Sun
of Rzghteouness—-ﬂn m&; & Millenninl
h:nngIn! TR 'f-"'rf* T

The few who now see tn‘appﬁchte God’s
gift are indeed, as M&ﬁpmdedare,a
“little flock” (Luke 12:32)5 and ilthough gen- .
erally disowned by men, and “eoufited fools for'
Christ’s sake,” they are rich ¥ that they have
become, in advance of the world, the recipients
of God’s favor by faith.- Even now they may
ihink of themselves as being possessors of life
eternal—becanse of their joy and eonfidence in
Him who bhas promised.

There is a superlative blessmg of eternal life
on the spirit plane, “far above angels, prineipal-
ities and powers”. Those who attain that bless-
ing -will indeed be “partakers of the divine
nature”. (2 Peter 1:4; 1 John 3:2) Surely
“eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have

. entered into the heart of man, the things whiech

God bath prepared for them that love Him”.
(1 Corinthians 2:9) Those who have now ac-
cepted Christ as their Redeemer and their
Bridegroom possess also all the riches of God’s
grace that center in Him; and when He shall
appear, they shall be made like Him, sharers in
His glory. “Thanks be uato God for his an-
qpealable gift?”

Gifts to the Church.

God’s time has anot yet come for giving the
gifts of the Redeemer’s sacrifice to the world.
The distribution to the world of mankind of
those blessings is held in abeyance, waiting for
the glorious .thonsand-yvear day—earth’s jubi-
lee. Dleantime God 1ias been’ pgep'amg for a.
special class of humanity oﬂ;qr ifts, the rich-
ness and value of which “eye.Lafk nst suan mer.
ear heard nexther have entered into the heart of
man”.
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God L.~ ~ right to give different gifts to His
differei.: creciures. He has given to the angels
the gifi.. i.i-ssings, which cause their everlast-
:ng hapjuioes; and now He is selecting from

AINONEsL el b) various trials, tests, a very
special cloys—a saintly class, of all nations and
denominztions. While He calls all perfect in.
telligent beings (angehc and human) “sens of
God”, He purposes that the saintly ones now
bemg selected shall be His sons on a still higher
plane, to which Jesus has been exalted as a
reward for His obedience—“far above angels,
pnnclpahnes and powers and every name that
is named”.
To such of these as respond to the drawings
“and leadings and tests, God is giving special
gifts at the present time—not earthly gifts,
" tangible and seen of men, but spiritual gifts—
new hearts of appreciation, new eyes of under-
standing, new ears of comprehension, new
powers of spiritual enjoyment. To them “old
_things are passed away, and all things have
hecome new”.—2 Corinthians 5:17."

The Most Helpful Gifts

Give without hoping for gifts in return—
every gift at this season should be a love token.
We value the gift not so much for its monetary
worth as because of the love and fellowship of
which it is a reminder. It is eminently proper
that friends and parents should prepare gifts
for others in secret, and keep them until the
opportune time for presentation. In all this

they are merely copying the Heavenly Father,

- who is thus preparing for the world the wonder-
ful gifts of th= Messianic Kingdom, described
as “a feast of fat things for all people”.

But there are other gxfts which should not be
kept back merely for: Christmas time. Each
~na and especially each Christian, should every
' aay szea {orib on'life’s pathway gifts and bless-

ings that would bring joy, cheer, to many hearts
—the kind!y ward, the nod of recognition, es-
pecially to one in less favored circumstances,
the kindly look, the word or act of sympathy.
Oh, how much these gifts mean to the poor
world, whom the Apostle Paul describes as the
groaning creation! Many of them have little

- that they know how to enjoy in the present life,
and no prospnct beyond. How blank such lives!
What a godiy pleasure comes from casting upon
them an occasxonal ray of sunshine!

“More Blessed To Give”

- Ged Himself is fhe great pattern set before
us in His Word. In proportion as we have
received of God’s gift and have appreciated it,
in that same proportion are we privileged to
be so “taught of God” as to become more and
more like Him in spirit, disposition—desirous
of giving—generous. Since man was created
in the image and likeness of God, all men would
have possessed this generous disposition had it
not been for the fall of Adam; and we find that
the fall has especially bhghted some in one par-
ticular and others in another. Hence amongst
“natural men” there are some who arc gener-
ous, and who to that degree have perlaps more
Godlikéness than have some of the children of

. grace—especially until the latter have been

trained in the School of Christ.
For we are to remember that God’s message

‘and His drawing power affect the less honorable

of mankind. (1 Corinthians 1:26-29) Thus
opportunity is afforded for the Lord to demon-
strate the power of His grace in the transforma-
tion of character. But so surely as we have

~ become God’s children, recipients of His bless-

ing and of the instruction of the School of
Christ, this quality of benevolence will grow in
us; and the more ripe we become as Christians,
the more it will abound in our thoughts, words
and deeds. But any other condition, any failure
to progress, any turning toward greater selfish-
ness, would be sure signs that we are faced in

the wrong direction, that we are walking after

the flesh, not after the spirit.

Thousands on thousands in the world are

needy; and those possessed of the Lord’s spirit
will feel an intense desire to give to these. But
here the difficulty arises. What lines shall we
draw? We answer that as comparing spiritual
and temporal gifts we should prefer to give the

higher, the spiritual, wherever we have opportu-
nity—not forgetting the other, however, as oc-

casion may demand or opportunity offer.
Since the judgment of each will be according

to his light, it follows that many more can ap- -

preciate the privilege of giving earthly bless-
ings, comforts, succor, solace, ete., than can
understand’ the still higher pnvzlege of giving
heavenly gifts, blessings, counsel, succor, con-

solatiow,. comfort. Whoever, therefore, has -

spiritual ahility to give further spiritual favors
shouldrejoice to thus engage in blessing others.
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~ Great Joy for All People Coming Soon

(A CHRISTMAS SERMON BY THE LATE PASTOR RUSSELL)

“Behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people; for unto you is born
this day in the City of Bethleliem a Savior, which is Christ the Lord.”— Luke 2:10,11.

Great joy to all people? Did God send that
message by the angels? Can we believe it im-
plicitly? If so, it tells us of the most momentous
change conceivable in human conditions. Of the
- present the poet has truthfully said:

- “Now the world is full of suffering,

Sounds of woe full on my ears,
Sights of wretchedness and sorrow

Fill my eyes with pitying tears.
'Tis the earth’s dark night of weeping;

Wrong and evil triumph now;

I can wait, for just before me
Beams the morning’s roseate glow.”

This is in full agreement with the prophetic
declaration, “Weeping may endure for a night,
- but joy cometh in the morning”. (Psalm 30:5)
The question is not as respects the weeping and
the night, the reign of darkness, of sin, or death.
This is fact—not imagination, not speculation.
Even those most favorably situated share with
the world in general the condition which the
Apostle describes, saying, “The whole creation
groaneth and travaileth in pain together . . .

waiting for the manifestation of the sons of -

God” (Romans 8:22, 19), waiting for the morn-
ing of the new and better day referred to by
the angels and by all the prophets and apostles,
as well as by our Redeemer. What interests us
in this connection is the promised escape from
present conditions to those of joy, happiness
and blessing. Whoever can heartily believe the
angelic message will surely agree that it is good
tidings—a message of peace on earth and good
will to men. But show us how it can be brought
about, and when. Prove the matter to us, not
only Scripturally, but demonstrate it logically,
- for it is contrary to all that we have ever been
taught or ever believed, and it seems too good

Dear friends, I address you as Christian be-
lievers, pupils in the School of Christ, students
of the Lord’s Word, and remind you that not
only all creation is groaning, but that the Apos-
tle includes us and all believers in the matter,
saying, “Ourselves also, which have the first
fruits of the spirit, even we ourselves, groan
within ourselves waiting for the adoption, to
wit, the redemption of our body,” the Body of

Christ. (Romans 8:23) We have indeed a faith
which the world has not—a message of peace
and fellowship of spirit with the Lord, and,
many of us, also a communion with saints: hut
blessed as these divine favors are, they leave
much to-be desired, and we groan, waiting for
the glorious consummation — the conditions
which are to be ours in the Resurreetion morn-
ing.

THE CAUSE OF OUR GROANING

In order to appreciate the Bible explanation
of how the relief and joy are coming to the
world, we must note these declarations respect-
ing the cause and source of our tribulations.
Nowhere is the matter so beautifully and thor-
oughly summed up as in the Apostle’s state-
ment, “By one man’s disobedience sin entered
into the world, and death as the result of sin:
and so death passed upon all men, for that all
have sinned”. (Romans 5:12) That explanation
shows the entire situation. We perceive that sin
has gotten hold of our race; has blemished its
organism; has more or less defiled its every
member. And we perceive that death is its na-
tural outworking or penalty, and that all of our
sorrows and troubles and weaknesses, mental,
moral, and physical, are the results of this dy-
ing process, which is operating in us. The Serip-
tural explanation that the entire matter in its
start in weakness, original sin, was in Eden,
with our first parents, is logical. We perceive
exactly how these blemishes have been conveved
from parent to child with increasing force and
virulence. Thus we confirm the statement that
we were “born in sin and shapen in inquity;
in sin did our mothers conceive us,” and that
there is none righteous from the erown of the
head to the soles of the feet.

As a race we are unable to justify ourselves
before God, for, as the Apostle declares, “We .
cannot do the things that we would”, for “there
is none righteous, no, not one,” in the absolute
sense.. (Romans 3:10) We see, then, that our
Creator determined not to sympathize with,
nor encourage, nor permit sin, but to destroy it.
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His work has operated along the lines of justice,
in sentencing us to death and in holding to that
gentence for now six thousand years.

CAN DIVINE SENTENCE ALTER!

Is it supposable that the unchangeable God
will change? Surely not! What then is there as
a basis for hope, since He has already decreed
us unworthy of life—worthy of destruction—
death? Does not justice rule in all of the divine
dealings? Could God violate this element of
His character, of which we read, “Justice is the
foundation of his throne”? We must assent that
God cannot change. But the Scriptures reveal
to us another of God’s attributes coming to our
relief—His love. We inquire with deepest in-
terest, Is it possible for God’s love to triumph
over His justice? We answer, No, the divine
attributes are so perfectlv codrdinated that one
cannot trample upon another. Human wisdom
might here drop the matter as hopeless, but the
divine plan shows us to the contrary — that
divine love provided for the satisfaction of jus-
tice, by a sacrifice and corresponding price. To
our astonishment, the Scriptures hold up our
Lord, “The man Christ Jesus, who gave him-
self a ransom for all; to be testified in due time”.
(1 Timothy 2:5,6) Now we begin to see that
our all-wise and all-just Creator, in the fulness
of His love, provided for the satisfaction of His
own justice, and thus provided for the relief of
our race, and for the fulfillment of our text, that
ultimately great joy should come to all people,
through Messiah’s sacrifice.

But would it be just to lay the penalty of
Adan’s sin upon a substitute? Would it be just
to cause the innocent to suffer for the guilty?
Ab, yes! That course would be unjust. But that
is not the divine program. On the contrary,
divine wisdom set before the Redeemer a great
prize and rich reward if He would undertake
the sacrifice incidental to our deliverance from
the power of sin and death. Jesus did this. As
we read, “Who for the joy that was set before
him, endured the cross, despising the shame,
and is set down at the right hand of the throne
cf God”. (Hcbrews 12:2) The Apostle, telling
us of the sacrifice, assures us that He voluntari-
ly left the glory which He had with the Father,
was made flesh, and gave Himself as the “pro-
pitiation for our sins; and not for ours only, but
for the sins of the whole world”.—1 John 2:2.

The Apostle assures us further that He who
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was rich became poor for our sakes, voluntarily,
and has now been gloriously rewarded in part,
for His faithfulness to the Father's will. He
notes how Jesus humbled Himself, even unto
the death of the cross, and then adds, “Where-,
fore God hath highly exalted him and given him
a name above every name, that at the name
of Jesus every knee shall bow, of things in
heaven and things in earth, and things under
the earth; that every tongue shall confess that
Jesus Christ is Lord. to the glory of the Fath-
er”.—Philippians 2:9-11. (

JUSTICE, WISDOM, LOVE, POWER

These are the fundamental divine attributes,
The first three have been exhibited to us in op-
eration. We wonder and adore divine justice,
unchangeable; divine wisdom, inscrutable; di-
vine love, immeasurable. What remains, there-
fore, is to see the final demonstration of divine
power in action. A sample of it was given us
by our Lord, when He awakened Lazarus from
the sleep of death, as showing further the glor-
ies of His coming kingdom—the divine king-
dom. Divine power is still more manifest in our
Lord’s own resurrection, His “change” from
earthly to heavenly condition, “in a moment, in
the twinkling of an eye”. (1 Corinthians 15:52)
The work of this gospel age, the selection of
the church from amongst mankind, demon-
strates further the justice, wisdom, love and

_power of God; but the power still waits for a

full development. If that element of the divine
character shall prevail, it will indeed nmiean what
our text declares, that “great joy shall be to
all people”. .

Love divine has sought the world and bought
it with the precious sacrifice of our Redeemer.
Adam was the transgressor, and all his race
suffer in consequence. Jesus Christ redeemed
father Adam, and in so doing, redeemed all -of
his family and all of his inheritance. Our glor-‘
ious Lord purposes to take the place of Adam
and to adopt all of his children, if they will,
and to give them back again all that was lost
in their father Adam. We must remember that,
no matter what our plane of birth, no matter
how deep our degradation, our rights, as the
children of Adam, were the perfect human
rights, had those not been forfeited by his dis-

-

obedience. Consequently the restoration which —~-

our Redeemer purposes is not merely a restor-
ing to each individual of the things which he
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once possessed, but a restitution-of all that was
his by right under the original divine arrange-

ment, if Adam had not sinned. Hallelujah!

What a Savior! “Able to save unto the utter-
most them that come unto God by him.” (He-
brews 7:25) So surely as the divine program
has thus been earried out, exhibiting God’s jus-
tice and wisdom and love, so surely the re-
mainder of the divine program will follo‘.\ and
demonstrate divine power.

WHY SO LONG A DELAY?

With a haste which properly belongs to our
short-lived and dying condition, we wonder why
divine power has not made greater haste in the
deliverance of Adam and his race from the
bondage of sin and death—why Messiah, after
purchasing the world and the fulness thereof,
has not made haste to take possession of it, but
has permitted the reign of sin and death to con-
tinue, and has permitted Satan still to be the
god of this world and the deceiver of men.

The Scriptures give the only answer. They
tell us that, from the divine standpoint, the six
thousand yvears of the reign of sin and death
are a short time in God’s sight—that a thou-
sand years in God’s sight are but as vesterday,
and that we are to have patience and faith.
They show us that the divine command was to
multiply and fill the earth, and that this work
has been much more rapidly accomplished un-
der the reign of sin and death than it would
have been otherwise, and that thus God has pro-
vided by now a sufficient number of Adam’s
race to fill the whole earth. They show us fur-
ther that these have all had some lessons and
experiences along the line of sin and death, and
will, thereby, be prepared for the lessons on the
side of righteousness, the lessons which God
purposes they shall have in the future, when
the Redeemer shall fulfill His promise and call
them forth from the tomb, the prison-house of
death

AN ékample of the operation was granted to
us when our Lord called to his friend Lazarus,
whe was dead, “Lazarus, come forth”—and the
dead came forth. He was not alive. He was
dead, or, from the divine standpoint of speak-
ing of things which are not yet accomplished,
as though they were, he was asleep, just as
Stephen was asleep when he was stoned to
death, and as the good and bad of all the past
are said to be asleecp with their fathers.
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Another particular reason for the delay of
the establishment of Messiah’s kingdom and the
blessing of the world which He redeemed is that
there is another feature of the divine purpose,
namely, the selecting, or electing, of a “little
flock” to be the church of Christ, His bride and
joint-heir in His kingdom glory and Millennial
work. The type or pattern of this church was
Israel in the flesh and the overcomers of that
time, briefly mentioned by the Apostle in He-
brews 11. They are to have a special reward
and share in the services of the future. They,
however, were not invited to be members of the
bride class, the selection of - whiech began at
Pentecost and will, we believe, very soon be
completed, when the last one of them shall have
been accepted, found faithful, chiseled and pol-
ished, and made ready for the kingdom glory,
into which they will be ushered by the power
of the first resurrection. “So also is the resur-
rection of the dead; it is sown a natural body;
it is raised a spiritual body.” (1 Corinthians
15:42,44) “And 1 saw the souls of them that
were beheaded for the witness of Jesus, and
for the Word of God, and which had not wor-
shiped the beast, neither his image, neither had
they received his mark upon their: foreheads,
nor in their hands: and they lived and reigned
with Christ a thousand years.”—Rev. 20:4.

‘ . JOY IN THE MORNING

That time is Seripturally designated the
“morning” of the New Dispensation. The piec-
ture is carried out by telling us that now dark-
ness covers the earth and gross darkmess the
heathen, but that in due time the light of divine
glory shall arise. Meantime the Lord’s faithful
must walk by faith and not by sight, and the
Father's Word of promise must be the lamp to
their pathway, the light of their footsteps, even
as a “lamp shining in a dark place, until the
day dawn”.—2 Peter 1:19.

Our Lord Himself is styled the“Sun of Right-
eousness”, which shall arise with healing resti-
tution in His beams. (Malachi 4:2) And in one
of His parables our Lord represents His church,
which is also to be with Him the “Sun of Rwht-
eousness”, which is to return and refresh the
world. He describes the future glory of the
garnered wheat of this gospel age, saying,
“Then shall the righteous shine forth as the
sun.in the kingdom of their Father”. (Matthew
13:43) The results will be the scattering of
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the ignorance and superstition and darkness of
sin, which now prevails, and the enlightenment
of all mankind.

A further guarantee of the blessing of that
time is given us in the assurance that on. of
the first works of our Lord, in respect to the
establishment of His kingdom, will be the bind-
ing of Satan. The Apostle says, “And he laid
hold on Satan, and bound him for a thousand
vears, and set a seal upon him, that he should
deceive the nations no more, till the thousand
vears should be finished”, How careful our Lord
is to prove to us how every detail of that glori-
ous plan has been worked out. and that nothing
shall {ail! He assures us as follows: “So shall
myv word be that goeth forth out of my mouth;
it shall not return unto me void, but it shall ac-
complish that which I please, and it shall pros-
per in the thing whereunto I sent it”. (Isaiah
55:11) And if our faith be lame, He assures
our hearts, saying, “For as the heavens are
higher than the earth, so are my ways higher
than vour ways, and my thoughts than vour
thonshts” —TIsaiah 55:9.

“GREAT JOY TO ALL PEOTLE”

Our Lord said, “Blessed are they that mourn;
for they shall be comforted”. (Matthew 5:4)
So if we find that the great majority of man-
kind liave had considerable experience in mourn-
ing and sorrow, under the reign of sin and
death, there is comfort in the thought that the
same large majority of the race shall be com-
forted, shall receive joy. All will have the op-
portunity of coming to this estate of joy, prom-
ised for all who were redeemed by the precious
blood. And the promised “times of restitution
of all things, which God hath spoken by the
mouth of all his holy prophets since the world
began,” will be world-wide in their influence.
All except the church will share in that glorious
restitution blessing. And the faithful of the
church w111 have, before then, received their
2dessing, through the “change” of
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nature from human to divine. “Behold, I show
you a mystery,” says the Apostle, “we shall be
changed, in a moment, in the twinkling of an
eye”.—1 Corinthians 15:51,52.

The restitution work will begin immediately

with the generation living at that time — fol- .

lowing the great time of trouble, which the
Secriptures declare will usher in the Millennium.,
As soon as order and blessing shall be estab-
lished in the world, under. that glorious kingdom
or dominion, invisible to men except through
its agents or channels, then will begin the awak-
ening of the sleeping millions—gradually. The
last will be first, so that the first Adam will
probably be the last to be awakened. But their
awakening will be for the purpose of bringing
them to an accurate knowledge of God, His
justice, wisdom, love and power, to the intent
that, if they will be rightly exercised in obedi-
ence to Christ, the great Mediator between God

and men, they will gradually regain the perfec-

tion lost by original sin and, if they become
careless, they will receive stripes, chastise-
ments, that by these judgments of the Lord,
they may finally regain all that was lost. Their
joys will be increasing with every step taken
on the return journey back from sin and death
to perfection of life. The joy will be unto all
people, yet there is the intimation that some
will reject the divine favor. As it is written,
“And it shall come to pass, that every soul which
will not hear that prophet, shall be destroyed
from among the people”.—Acts 3:23.

Thus enlightened by the divine message, our
hearts will undoubtedly be drawn nearer and
nearer to the Fountain of all Grace and our
lives will be all sunshine. Let us not only put
off the works of darkness, but put off all that
pertains to the darkmess and error, and be
clothed in garments of lights, and give

“Praise to him by whose kind favor
Heavenly Truth has reached our ears;
May its sweet, reviving savor
Fill our hearts and calm our fears.”

CHRISTMAS 1921

Spirit of Christmas, the whole world is waiting,
Waiting and longing for Christ and for you.

Song of the angels, oh! banish all hating;

Peace and good will ring, O joy-bells, ring true!
Spread the glad tidings, the new day is dawning.

Lift up your heads, all ye saints, and rejoice.

Glory to God in the highest! 'Tis morning.

Praise Him, oh! praise Him with heart and with voice.:

—Agnes Nourse,

.
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‘ promised by Jehovah to “all the- families of the earth”.
See Genesis 12:1-3; 22:15-18; 26:2-5; 28:11-14.
13. Why shauld. the standing up of Jichael
~{(Christ — Damiel’ 1'41‘1) or the taking of His
power to begin Hif reign (Revelation 11:17,
18), cause such a great time of trouble?

Ans.: Satan is “the god of [god means mighty one]
" this world” [the present order or arrangement of
things]. He was also called by Jesus “the prince of this

world”. (John 14: 30) “The god of this world” [Satan]

- does not desire to have his kingdom taken from him;
20 he is resisting at every step the forward march of
. new King of earth. In the Revised Version, Reve-

m 11:15 reads: “The kingdom [not kingdoms] of
-world is become [becoming] the kingdom of our
and of his Christ”, etc. The kingdoms are really

one kingdom, the kingdom of Satan, just as the new

_ Kingdom will be one kingdom, the kingdom of Christ.

.
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At Last!! In Cemprehensible Language!

EINSTE!N’S New and Revolutionary

TReory of the Universe
By WM. F. HUDGINGS

m text bhas beem ecritically revised by Professor
Bailey, Chief of the Astronomical Dept. of Harvard,
Dr. J. A. Robison, Dean of the Oakland (Calif.)
Technical High School, Dr. Fdward Kasner of Co-
umbia, and Dr. G. D. Brinkhoff of Cambridge.

e GOLDEN AGE

"~ The author treats this abstruse subject im language

A Profitable and Pleasurable Hol!iday Gift. Price $I Postpald. -

'Ovder_ Direct From
Pablishers

ARROW BOOK COMPANY, 347 Fifth Ave., New York, N. Y.

-14. How will those days of trouble be short-
encd?

Ans.: The answer is found im Revelation 20:1-3,
where it is shown that Satan will be bound for a thou-
sand vcars (during the reign of Christ over the earth)
by “an angel come down from heaven”—by Christ come

to earth. When Satan is bound, the trouble stops; for -

he is the great trouble-maker. “And God shall wipe
away all tears from their eyes; and there shall be no
more desth, neithey sorrow nor erying, neither shall
there be any mere pain; for the former things are
passed away.”—Revelation 21:4.
NOTICE! -

Beginning with our next issue THE' Govvey Acs will
publish a list of questions each jssue taliey from Judge
Rutherford’s new book, “The Harp of Ged™, The an-
swers will be found in the baok. See M!hanent on
last page.

TR e Iy

HANDSOMELY BOUNDIN m‘som
FULLY ILLUS!'BA‘!ID* '

Enrybody wants to know sil sbout. M'l new
theory of the universe which is.Sudipg. resdy ac
ceptance by leading scientists and'is thresfenthg to
throw many of our schooibooks isté’ the discard

which anybody can comprehend—a feat never before
accomplished. Read it, and be abresust with the times.

So much interest has been shown in"
MiracLe Om that we have decided to
make a new offer to every Goupex Ace-
reader, good for the next thirty days:

159

Send us $16.00 and we will send you one case of twelve one-quart
cans to sell at $2.00 & can. You will receive $24.00 gross for s lit-
tle effort on your part in disposing of the oil. Auto owners will
mdilylmysanfor”OOaRer theyleewha.tasning it i3 in
the upkeep of their car. . -

I you have not sent for & sample can, send $2.00 by return mail ;
and after seeing what it does, remit the $16.00 for the case. You
will reslize 50 pcrcentor $8.00 onmrinvestmmt.

o the aes, wo will smborize you to send the
Pay yeu at $1.33 5 cum, junt ahat yeu paid (or
Male owt check or momey ocrder parshle te

346 Atlantic Ave., Brooklyn, N. Y.
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'ECEMPREL 27, 1021
me. church clasz] the hope of
ded P—Colossins 1020,

‘e What is mecnt by the word “Christ’?

ns.: It means anointed.

13. Was Jesus anvinted of the holy spirit,
ind do the church class receive the same anoint-
I

ns.: Yes: Jesus was anointed of God (Luke 4:18;
A\cts 10° 38), and also the chnrch.—2 Corinthians 1:
21- 1 Jonn 2:27. .

4. Then, in plain language, what is this great
nystery that St. Paul 1s speaking of#

Ans.: It is that the promised seed (the great deliv-

CNpict in von Tt
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erer) is not a single individual or person, but “many”
(1 Corinthians 12: 12-14, 27) ; that God’s dear Son “is
the Head of the hody [the body of the Christ], the
church” ( Colossians 1: 18), and that all who are Christ’s
are “Abraham’s seed and heirs according to the promise”
to bless all families and nations of the earth. See Gala-
tians 3: 8, 16, 29; Genesis 12:3; 22:18.

NOTICE ! T

Beginning with our next issue THE GorLDEN AGE will

publish a list of questions each issue taken from Judge

Tutherford’s new book, “The Harp of God”. The an-

swers will be found in THE GOoLpEN AGE and in the
book. See advertisement on last page.

CHRISTMAS CAROCL

It came upon the midnight clear,
That glorious song of old.

From angels bending near the earth
To touch their harps of gold;
“Peace on earth. good will to men,
From heaven's all-gracious King”.
The world In solemn stillness lay
To hear the angels sing.

Still through the cloven skies they come
With peaceful wings unfurled,

And still their heavenly music floats
O'er all the weary world;

Above its sad and lowly plains

They bend «n hovering wing,

And ever o'er its Babel sounds

s ‘’he blessed angels sing.

Iiut with the woes of sin and strife
The world has suffered long;
Beneath the angel-strain have rolled
Two thousand years of wrong;

And man, at war with man, hears not
The love-song which they bring: '
Oh, hush the noise, ye men of strife,
And hear the angels. sing! .

And ye heneath life's crushing load,
Whose forms are bending low, - '
Who toll along the climbing way

With painful steps and slow,

Look now! for glad and golden hours
Come swiftly on the wing: .
Oh, rest beside the weary road,

And hear the angeis sing!

For lo! the days are hastening on

By prophet-bards foretold, :

When with the ever-circling years
Comes round the age of gold;

When peace shall over all the earth

Its ancient splendors fling

And the whole world give back the song
Which now the angels sing.

HOLLANDISH HYMN, Number 160
{This hymn, translated for TB GOLDEN AGE, is sung by
the Hollandish people en the might of each December 31st)

Hours, days, mcnths, and years,
Swiftly as the shadows go;
Ah, we find upon our pathway
Naught that’s lasting here below.
In the way that we must traverse,
Scarce a footprint e’er remains,
Only on the soul the present
Leaves its blessings or its stains.

Generations languish earthward,
And we bloom upon their graves;
And in time our children mourn us—
Fallen, like the autumn leaves.
Dust, that npee slow have gathered.
itests wit] o waifsame grave;
Without Tiee, Eieruni Fuiler,
Ah, who could our being save?

Though Thou turnedst to destruction.
Still Thy grace forsakes us not,

Heavenly light shines round about us,
Glory is Thy children’s lot.

'Neath Thy loving care and guidance

" All the weary, dying way

I.eads us, as Thy Word hath spoken,

To the full and perfect Day.

Neither weal nor woe can harm me,
Neither grief nor chastening rod,

Thou art ever left to cheer me, '
Thou'rt eternally my God.

Whate'er sorrow here may threaten,
Unto Thee for rest I go;

Thou art, through Thy Son, my Father,
Spite of changes, spite of woe.

Father, still, in all my sorrows,
Father, though in shade or sun,
Father, in the Vale of Shadow,
Father, too, when death has won.
Though on earth is naught but changing,
Thou, O God, dost faithful stand;
E'en my soul rests in Thy mercy,
Siumbers in Thy Father-hand.

Haste then, years, haste freely onward,
With your sunlight and your paln,
What of grief ye bring upon me,
Mine is peace that shall remain.
Though all else on earth should fall me,
Onward led by Thy dear hand,
Bright, heyond our mean existence
Shines my heavenly Fatherland,
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OR more téan two years ow
The Golden Age has been going
reqularly io its subscribers. Once it
was found necessary to advance the
subscription price from $1.50 to $2.00,
on account of marked rises in paper pri-
ces and other costs of production. But
now we have a Holiday surprise for our
readers—from January 1, 192Z, the an-
nual subscription price to our journal is

reduced to $1.00 per year
(Canaaa and foreign $1.50)

This drop in price does not indicate
any change in the size of the magazine
nor in the number or quality of the con-
tributions. It is simply a drop in price.
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