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“Bekold, I stand at the door and knock. Ifany man
hear my voice [knock) and open the door, I will come 77

20 him and sup with #im, and he with me.”—Rey, 3420,

THE PAROUSIA
OF
OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST

AND HIS

Subsequent Apokalupsis and Epiphania at his

SECOND ADVENT,
“Waich, therafora; for Yo know not the day* your Lord doth come,*
“What I say unto you, I say unto all [belisvers], Watenr
Matt, 24:42: Mark 13:87.——
W HATEVER the character of the watching, and
whatever the thing to be looked for, there can
be no question that the exhortation to watch for an
event whose precise time is not stated implies that the
watching ones will know when the event does take
place. Watch, because ye know not, in order that at
the proper time ye may know, is the thought; and the
intimation clearly is, that those who do not watch will
not know: that the events which are to be known in
due time to the Watchers will be recognized by then,
and ‘not recognized by others, at the time of accom-
plishment.
This, the only logical interpretation of our Lord’s
exhortation, is fully corroborated by several of the

' *Thus read the oldest Greek MSSs.,
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* The Parousia of Our Lord

apostles. The Apostle Paul urges us, saying: “Your-
selves know perfectly that the day of the Lord so com-
eth as a thief in the night, and when they [the world,
anbelievers] shall say, Peace and safety, then sudden
destruction cometh upon them as travail upon a woman
with child; and they shall not escape. But ye, breth-
ren, are not in darkness, that that day should overtake
you as a thief” (1 Thes. 5 :3,4) ; because, being chil-
dren of the light, ye brethren will be watching and be
enlightened and taught of the Tord. The Apostle
Peter suggests the means by which the Lord will teach
us and informs us respecting our location upon the
path of the just which shineth more and more unto the
perfect day. Ie shows that it will not be by miracu-
lous revelations, nor by dreams, but through the Word
of testimony, the Bible. He says, “We have a more
sure word of prophecy, to which ye do well that ye
take heed, as unto a light which shineth in a dark
place, until the Day dawn and the Day-star arise in
your hearts.”—2 Pet. 1 1 I9.

The united testimony of these Scriptures teaches
us that, altho it was not proper nor possible for the
Tord’s people to know anything definite in advance,
respecting the exact time of the second presence of the
Tord Jesus and the establishment of his Kingdom, yet
when the due time would come the faithful ones, the
watchers, would be informed,—would not be left in
darkness with the world. It is in vain to urge, as
contradicting this, our Lord’s statement, “QOf that day
and hour knoweth no man, no not the angels in heav-
en, neither the Son, but my Father only.” Those who
use this Scripture to prove to themselves and to others
that no man will ever know anything respecting the

‘At His Second Advent. 5

time of the second advent find it to prove too much,
and thus spoil their own argument ; for if it means that
no man will ever krnow, it must similarly mean that no
angel will ever know, and that the Son himself will
never know. This evidently would be an absurd con-
struction to place upon the passage. The Son did not
know at the time he uttered this statement, the angels
did not know then, and no man knew then: but the
Son certainly must know of the time of his own second
advent, and at least a little while before it takes place;
the angels also must know a little while before it takes
place, and the true children of God, the “watchers,”
as we have seen above, are to watch in order that they
also may know at the proper season, and not be in
darkness, in ignorance, with the world; and that their
watching shall be rewarded is guaranteed :—“None of
the wicked shall understand ; but the wise [in heaven-
ly wisdom] shall understand.”—Dan. 12 't 10.

FOR WHAT ARE WE WATCHING?

This is an important question. Many of God’s
people have been offended, “stumbled,” as respects the
doctrine of the second coming of our dear Redeemer,
by reason of peculiar, extravagant, unreasonable, illog-
ical and unscriptural views on the subject, presented
by some, who professedly love the Lord’s appearing,
known as Second Adventists. But this is all wrong;
we are not to reject oneof the grandest and most prom-
inent doctrines of the Scriptures, simply because some
fellow-Christians have erred egregiously respecting the
matter, and brought a certain amount of worldlywise
contempt upon everything connected with this subject.
On the contrary, this doctrine,asa glorious gem, should
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be given the first place among the precious jewels of

divine truth, where it can cast its halo and splendor

and brilliancy over all connected and related promises
and blessings. It should not be left in the imperfect

' setting which hides its glory and beauty, but should

be recovered, remounted, set in its true place, to the
glory of God and to the blessing of all who are sincere-
1y and truly his people.

We need offer no apology for the interest which
we feel in this grand subject, which is the center upon
which all the testimony of divine grace, through all
the holy prophets, is focused. Rather do they need
to apologize who, knowing that the second coming of
the Lord and the resurrection of the dead hold the
most important places in the Scriptures, next to the
doctrine of the atonement for sin, have nevertheless
neglected this while they have quarreled, skirmished,
fought and bled over trifling things of no real import-
ance doctrinally or otherwise.

Qur watching is to be for the second coming of
him who redeemed us, who said, “If T go away, I will
come again and receive you unto myself.” The watch-
ing is to be specially with the thought that our Lord
Jesus comes at his second advent in the majesty and
slory of the Father, King of kings and Lord of lords.
The watching not only includes the thought of the sec-
ond presence of our Lord, as King, but it has attached
to it the wonderful results which are promised to flow
from the coming of the King; for the coming of the
King means the coming of the Kingdom for which he
taught s to pray, “Thy Kingdom come, thy will be
done on earth as it is done in heaven.” ~And the com-
ing of our Master, the King, and the establishment of

At His Second Advent. : 7

this glorious Kingdom means the fulfilment of the long-
waited-for promise made to the seed of Abraham: the
promise which Israel after the flesh was not found
worthy to inherit ; the promise for which God has been
selecting the members of the Bride of Christ during
this Gospel age, to be with the Lord Jesus and his
joint-heir in carrying out its beneficent provisions;
the promise which is sure, but which has never yet
had, in any sense of the word, a fulfilment; the prom-
ise which reads, “In thy seed shall all the families of
the earth be blessed.”

Watching implies hoping, and it also implies wait-
ing. We are waiting for what the Apostle terms “that
blessed hope, the glorious appearing of our Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ,” who shall transform his Church
to his own spiritual image and likeness, in order that
we (“changed”) may be like him, see him as he is,
and share his glory, and be associated with him in his
great work of bringing in the Millennial blessings to

‘the world of mankind. Nevertheless, this waiting time

and hoping time is a time of more or less tribulation,
not only on the world, which lies still under the yoke of
sin and under the blinding influences of Satan, but al-
so to the waiting, hoping and watching Church, of

whom the Apostle says, “We ourselves groan within '

ourselves, waiting for the adoption, to wit, the deliver-
ance [from death] of our body”—the body of Christ,
of which we are members in particular,—Rom. 8 :23.

HOW ARE WE TO WATCH?

Our watching consists not in looking up into the
sky—“stargazing;” for those who study the Lord’s
Word to any purpose soon learn that “the day of the
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Lord so cometh as [like] a thief in the night,” and
that its dawning cannot be discerned with the natural
eye. If the Lord’s people would discern anything by
watching the sky with their natural eyes, could not
the world discern the same thing? If the second ad-
vent of our Lord were to be an open, outward mani-
festation, would not the world know of it just as soon
as the saints, the Watchers? In such event it could
not be true that the day of the Lord should come as a
thief, as a snare, unawares, upon the world, while the
Church would have foreknowledge thereof—not be left
in darkness.

We are to watch the signs of the times, in the light
of the Lord’s Word, our lamp: as the Apostle declares,

“We have a more sure Word of prophecy,. ..as a light

shining in a dark place,—until the Day dawn.” The
Gospel age has been a night-time, and the Lord’s peo-
ple have been waiting for the dawn of the Millennial
motning, with the promise ringing in their ears, “God
will help her [the Church] early in the morning.”
(Psa. 46 : 5.) The word of the Lord, through the pro-
phets, has been the lamplight all through this Gos-
pel age, upon the Church’s pathway, as the Lord ex-
pressed it through the Prophet David, “Thy word is 2
lamp to my feet, a lantern to my footsteps.” The
lamp of the truth of revelation has guided all the faith-
ful, watchful pilgrims in their journey toward the Ce-
lestial City—the Heavenly Kingdom. Oh, what a com-
fort it has been, and how dreary would have been our
pilgrimage without it!

“T ooking baclk, we praise the way
God has led us, day by day!”

Those who have taken heed to the landmarks,
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pointed out by the Lord through Daniel and Isaiah and
Jeremiah, and all the holy prophets, realize that we
have come already a much longer journey than was ex-
pected by the Church when first she started out; but
we realize also from these landmarks that we have ap-
proached very closely to the end of the journey, very
near to the time when the great blessing, for which
God’s people have so long waited and prayed, is at
hand. For instance, the Watchers have noted the
Lord’s testimony through the Prophet Daniel that “the
time of the end” would be a period of time (more than
a century), and that in this “fime of the end” there
would be a great increase of travel, running to and fro
throughout the earth, and a great increase of general
intelligence, increased knowledge, as it is written, “In
the time of the end many shall run to and iro, and
knowledge shall be increased.”—Dan. 12 : 4.
Watching carefully respecting our whereabouts,
hopeful and solicitous respecting the gracious things
which God has promised, none of the Watchers are in-
different to these fulfilments of prophecy, which are to
be seen on every hand to-day. All men discern these
things, but not all alike: the faithful, the Watchers,
discern them not only as facts, but also as fulfilments
of prophecy ; as proofsthat weare alreadyin the period
termed “the time of the end.” Further investigations
and applications of the prophetic measurements prove
to the Watchers that we have been in “the time of the
end” since 1799, and that it is also termed “the day
of his [Jehovah’s] preparation.” Looking about them,
they see the preparation that Jehovah God is making
for the Kingdom of his dear Son. They see the lift-
ing of the curtain of ignorance, and the letting in o
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the light, and that thus God is using mankind at the
present time to make ready in a natural way the me-
chanical and other arrangements and conveniences
which ultimately shall beso great blessingsto the world,
when the Sun of Righteousness shall arise with heal-
ing in his beams, and the Millennial Day shall be ush-
ered in, with all its multiplied blessings and mercies
and opportunities;—“the times of restitution of all
things, spoken by the mouth of all the holy prophets
since the world began.”—Acts 3 & 2I. Gl

Watching intently, earnestly, interestedly, because
they know of the good things God hath in reservation
(x Cor. 2 : 10-13), the Watchers note that Daniel's
‘prophecy further points out that, as the increase of
travel brings the increase of knowledge, so the increase
of knowledge will bringan increaseof discontent to the
world of mankind in general; and the result will be as
prophetically stated, that “there shall be a time of
trouble such as never was since there was a nation.”
The Watchers, seeking to note whether these things
have yet a fulfilmentor not,look aboutthem and behold
on every hand discontent, unhappiness; far more than
when the world enjoyed far fewer of the mercies and
blessings of heaven. These latter day gifts of Provi-
dence (preparations for the Millennial age), instead of

provoking thankfulness, gratitude and love to God and .

generosity to man, produce in unregenerate hearts am-
bition, greater avarice, selfishness, envy, hatred, strife,
and other works of the flesh and of the devil. Yes;
the Watchers can clearly discern the great approach-
-ing climax of human trouble in which the Scriptures
distinctly declare that all the present human institu-
tions shall go down in-qnaréhy, in confusion, in chaos.

& | “ At His SecondAdvent. | 1T

But the Watchers do not lose sight of God and his

providence. They see that, while the approaching

social and ecclesiastical catastrophe will be the natural
result of the operation of selfishness under highly fa-
vored conditions, nevertheless they remember that God
is at the helm, and that he is able to cause the wrath
of man to praise him, and the remainder of man’s
wrath (which would not praise him) he will restrain.

The Watchers look not merely at the outward
signs, as seen in the world. They scrutinize carefully
and repeatedly their “chart,” the Bible’s prophetic
outline of the world’s history, furnished by the King

himself. Tt is because they see the time of trouble

outlined in the prophefic chart that they know that it
is sure to come, and are able in advarig:e of others to
“discern the signs of the times,” and not to be in dark-
ness respecting the “things to come.” 1t was in respect
to this that the Lord promised the Watchers that the
holy spirit should guide them into all truth, as each
feature becomes due, and would show them things to
come—~future things—in advanceof theworld’s knowl-
edge, and in advance of the facts themselves. (John
16 : 13.) But the same chart which shows the down-
fall of all earthly institutions, political, social and ec-
clesiastical, shows also that their fall is so timed in the
great plan of Jehovah that it shall be the very hour in
which he will establish in the hands of the elect Church
(who then shall be a royal priesthood glorified—priests
upon their thrones—the religious as well as the civil
ralers of the world), whose exaltation shall be to the
glory of God and to the blessing of every creature.
The Watchers remember well that the King gave
them an outline of the history of the Gospel age at the
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very time that he told them to watch, intimating to
them that they were to watch for the things which he
therein noted. The Watchers are those who are in
harmony with the King and who have respect to his
promises, and they, therefore, do not neglect the words
which he spoke. And as they note this very prophec\y
in connection with which he tells them to watch, they
see in it clearly that the day of the Lord will be ush-
ered in at the close of this Gospel age, secretly, quiet-
ly, unobtrusively, “as a thief in the night,”—unaware
to the world, and known only to the Watchers.

PAROUSIA VS. EPIPHANIA, APOKALUPSIS

Because not heedless, careless,indifferent servants
of the King, but faithful and earnest, the Watchers
have scrutinized every little particular which fell from
the lips of him who spake as never man spake; and all
the messages which he has sent them through his faith-
ful apostles and prophets. And discriminating careful-
ly, they discern that there are three words of distinetly
different signification used in respect to the Lord’s
second advent; namely, parousia and epiphania and
apokalupsis. Parousia is used in respect to the earliest
stage of the second advent, while apokalupsis relates to
the same advent later :—not that apokalupsis and epi-
phania relate to another or a third advent, but merely
t0 a later feature of the second advent. These Greek
words, it is true, are somewhat obscured or hidden in
the Common Version of the Bible, and probably for a
purpose, The Lord’s purpose evidently was to keep
the world and the wicked in ignorance of his gracious
plan until his due time; nor did he wish the particu-
lars to be understood by the Watchers until nearly the
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time of the fulfilment. But now we are “in the time
of the end,” in “the day of his preparation,” in the
time in which it was foretold that then “the wise [not
the worldlywise but thehumble Watchers who are wise
enough to take heed to the Word of the Lord] shall
understand.” (Dan. 12 : 10.) And hence, since many
of the Watchers are not Greek scholars, God has made
gracious provision through valuable helps (such as
Young's Analytical Concordance and the Emphatic
Diaglott), so that the very humblest of his people may

have a clear and discriminating understanding of the

meaning of certain features of his Word which hither-
to have been kept hidden under imperfect translations:
and these matters God himself has been bringing to
the attention of his people, through the volumes of
STUDIES IN THE SCRIPTURES, THE Warce TOWER,
etc. The Watchers all over the world are being

veached by these “Helping Hands for Bible students,”

which the Lord himself is extending to them.

By these helps, the Watchers are rapidly coming
to see that the word “parousia,” translated in our
Common Version “coming,” does not mean what our
English word signifies; namely, to be on the way, ap-
proaching; butthat onthe contraryit signifies presence,
as of one who has already arrived. The Woatchers note
also that the Scriptures predicate certain things re-
specting the Lord and respecting his parousia (his
presence), which clearly intimate that he will be fres-
ent and doing his work, his great work (of setting up
his Kingdom and smiting the nations with the sword.
of his mouth) wholly unknown to the world,—as a
thief in the night” The Watchers also mnotice that
the Scriptures clearly indicate that after the Lord has
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done certain things during his presence (parousia) and
unknown to the world, he will later make a manifesta-

tion of his presence;—a manifestation which will be

discerned by all mankind; and the outward manifesta-

tion is designated his “epiphania” which sigmfies

“shining forth” or “bright shining.” ;

The Watchers get the two thoughts respecting the -
Lord’s second coming: that first, altho really present a
spirit being, like the angels who, we are told, encamp

round about them that fear God and deliver them, and

who are “all ministering spirits, sent forth to minister '
to those who shall be heirs of salvation,” and whose
ministry is an invisible one (Psa. 34:7, Heb. 1:14),—

so also our Lord, now a glorious spirit being, of the -

divine nature, will not be manifest to the natural eye
during his presence—his parousia. Hence the necessi-

ty that the Lord’s faithful ones shall “waich,” because ‘

they, no more than the world, can discern a spirit be-

ing with their nattral eyes. The Watchers in due

time are to discern the presence (parousic of their

Lord by the eye of faith, The sleepless eye of faith

will in due time take note of the “sign of the Son of .

Man,”—the indications of the presence of the King.

" During the period of the parousia (presence) pre- '

ceding the epiphania (shining forth) a certain work
will be accomplished, unknown to the world, unknown

to the nominal Church, known only to the Watchers.
Ah, how important to us the words of our Master, ex- |

horting us to be Watchers! And, by the way, this

watching includes a watching of our own hearts as well

as of the Lord’s Word and the outward signs—to in-
sure our worthiness to be continued in the light, and

under the instructions of the great Teacher, “If any
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iman have not the spirit of Christ he is none of his;”
and if any man lose the spirit of Christ he ceases to be
his; and hence we all need to “watch” that we may,
as the Scriptures direct, “Keep our garments unspot-
ted from the world;” and “Keep ourselves wn the love
of God, while looking for the grace [aid] of our Lord
[Jesus Christ, which is able to keep us from falling apd
to present us faultless in the presence of his glory with
exceeding joy.” For whoever has the spirit of Christ
may be 2 Watcher, and as a Watcher may know of ‘Fhe
gracious things connected with. the great “salvation
which shall be brought unto us at the revelation of our
T.ord and Savior Jesus Christ,” but whoever ceases to
have the spirit'of Christ must of necessity cease also
1o be a Watcher and shall be in ignorance of the things
of the day of the Lord like the world, of which he then
probably would be a part.

As the light by which the eye of faith may discern
the parousia, we have the “more sure word of prophe-
cy to which we do well to take heed.” It has shone
upon the pathway of the Woatchers all along through
this night, but now its various prophetic rays have fo-
cussed and clearly indicate that we are already living
“in the days of the Son of Man,” while, as he express-
iy foretold, the world in general goes on as usual, in
utter ignorance of his presence, and of his harvest
work, and of the beginning of the Day of the Lord; it
continues as usual—eating and drinking, marrying and
giving in marriage, planting and building. It is a mis-
take to suppose that our Lord, in giving this informa-
tion respecting the events of the time of his presence,
meant us to understand that it would be wicked for the
world to eat, drink, plant, build and marry; these are

i e



16 The Parousia of Our Lord

not improper things and any such interpretation is
strained and faulty and results from an utter miscon-
ception of the subject. Our Lord wished merely to
show that the world would be in ignorance of his pres-
ence “in the days of the Son of Man,” and in utter ig-
norance of the great time of trouble or “Day of Ven-
geance” which his inauguration of his Kingdom will
signify to the kingdoms of this world, which are to
be dashed to pieces as potters’ vessels. The ignorance
of the impending trouble here will be similar to that
of the people who lived in the days of Noah. “As it
was in the days of Noah, so also shall it be in the days
of the Son of Man."—Luke 17 : 26.

As “the days of Noah” were not days before No-
ah’s time, neither are “the days of the Son of Man”
days before the Son of Man’s presence. The days of
the Son of Man are the days of his parousia, or pres-
ence,—invisible and unknown to the world, known on-
1y to the Watchers and seen by them only with the eye
of faith. “As in the days that were before the flood
they were eating, drinking, marrying,...and knew
not,...s0 shall also the [parousia] presence of the
Son of Man be:”—the world will simply go on about
its sual affairs, and know not of the Lord’s presence.
—Matt. 24 : 38

But why should our Lord be thus present? What
will be his work during the period of presence preced-
ing his epiphania or manifestation to the world?

His work is clearly outlined in various of his par-
ables which were given that the Watchers might know
—might not be in darkness. The parable of the wheat
and the tares shows this period of the parousia (pres-
ence) preceding the epiphania (manifestation), and
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represents it as the “harvest” time of this age. The
Son of Man sowed the good seed, and his servants fol-
lowed, doing work in the field down through the agej
finally the end of the age comes when the full crop of
wheat is ripe, and then the harvest is reaped. The
parable shows the separation of the two classes of the
nominal church during the “harvest.” For be it not-
ed that the wheat-field is not the entire world, but
merely the professedly Christian part of the world—

Christendom: much of the field is not yet sown.” And

the parable relates only to the wheat-field, and partic-
ularly to the wheat. The tares (spurious Christians)
are dealt with only incidentally. The tares choke the
wheat, yet nevertheless the Master will obtain a suffi-
ciently large crop, for—“All his purposes shall be ac-
complished.”

The separation of the tares from the wheat, and
the gathering of the wheat into the garner of heavenly
conditions precedes the work of cleansing the wheat-
field of its symbolic tares by symbolic “fire;” and this
entire harvest work is to take place during the parou-
sia (presence) of our Lord, before his epiphania
(manifestation). He is the Chief-Reaper, and all the
under-reapers will work under his direction and eye;
and every kernel of true symbolic “wheat” will be
gathered into the glorious symbolic “garner” by resur-
rection and “change.”

The truth will be the separating medium, and not
until the separation is complete and the “wheat” all
garnered into the glory of the heavenly nature, will
the “fire,” the great time of trouble mentioned by the
Prophet and by our Lord, burn and consume, symbol-
ically, all the “tares:” so that thereafter none will make
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false professions of being Christians while really of
the world and possessed of its spirit.

The parables of the Pounds and of the Talents
cover this same period of time. In both of these the
Lord represents himself as a great householder and
heir to a throne, who has gone into a far country to be
invested with kingly powers and to return to use those
powers. = Departing, he left with his servants various
riches of grace and privilege, “to every man according
" saying to them, “Occupy till I
come.” The return of the nobleman of the parables
unquestionably represents the second coming of our
Lord and Master. Now note the work first due to take
place upon his return as King, as shown by these par-
ables. He does not first deal with the rebellious world,
—those who would not havehim torule over them ; but,
first calls “his own servants,” and reckons with them
—rejecting some from further service because of un-
faithfulness, and accepting others to a participation in
the joys of the Kingdom which he at once establishes.

This reckoning with the servants signifies a reck-
ohing with the Church first, after his return; and cor-
responds to the separating of the wheat and tares, in
the other parable. It is comparatively easy for any-
one to realize that this part of the Lord’s work at his
second advent is thework which precedes the epiphania
or manifestation to the world. It is during this perio_q
that the Watchersare tobe aware of the presence (par-
ousia) of the Lord, and of his scrutiny or judgment of
them, which will then be in progress. Only the faith-
ful will know, however,—only they will be “accounted
worthy-to stand before the Son of Man” in that judg-
ment—all . found unworthy shall “stumble.” “The

et
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wicked [and slothful servants] shall not stand in the
assembling of the righteous.” (See Psa. 1 :35.) Itis

of this period of his presence, and this feattire of his
work, that the worid is to be in total i ignorance, and

““not know,” until, having finished reckoning with his

servants, and having g£oriﬁed the faithful, the judg-
ment of the world shall begin with “a time of trouble
'such as was not since there was a nation.” That trou-
ble is symbolically pictured as a fire, and we are told
by the Apostle that our Lord shall be revealed (apoka—
lupto—uncovered, disclosed, made manifest) in flam-
ing fire (judgments), taking vengeance.

~ All who are Watchers, all who have taken heed
to “the more sure word of prophecy,” including the
Master’s description of the events of “the days of the

Son of Man,” can readily discern that the world would

not go on in its usual routine—eating, drinking, plant-
ing, building, marrying, etc—if they knew of the
Lord’s presence, and the progress of the “harvest” of
the Gospel age. If they knew of the Lord’s presence
and that the reckoning with the servants had com-
menced, and that the next thing in order would be
judgments upon themselves, they would change their
usual order of affairs considerably: they would be. in
great trepidation; because only those who are in sym-

. pathy with the Lord and the righteous government

which he is about to establish, when he shall lay judg-
ment to the line and justice to the plummet—only these
can in any degree be ready to welcome him: all others
have the spirit of fear, and are under the blinding in-
fluences and misrepresentations of Satan. “The god
of this world hath blinded the minds of them that be-
lieve not, lest the glorious light [of the gospel of
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" Christ] should shine unto them.” Because of ignor-
ance, therefore, the world would be in great fear, if
they knew the fact of the beginning of the day of the
Lord, which is to be to them the “day of vengeance.”*
Very evidently, therefore, this reckoning with the
Church and the reward of the'zl faithful will precede our
Lord’s epiphania or apokalupsis. To use one of his own
figures, we might say that his day or time of presence
—“the day of the Lord”—will come as a thief in the
night ; and in this time he will gather his virgin Church
diseriminatingly, and take her as his Bride to himself,
—changing her from earthly nature and conditions to
spiritual or heavenly conditions, to be like him, see him
as he is, and share his glory. And since the saints
have always been “the salt of the earth,” we may readi-
ly discern that the taking away of the salt of the earth
would leave mankind in a very deplorable condition,
in which corruption would spread rapidly: and this is
exactly what the Scriptures indicate.

The “change” of the last member of the elect
Church will probably be followed by their being ush-
ered into the Divine presence.—presented faultless
before the Father. (Jude 24.) Then a little later,
when the “tribulation saints,” the “Great Company,”
shall have finished their course, they too will be pre-
sented. (Psalm 45:14, 15.) Then will follow the nup-,
tial festival styled, “The Marriage Supper of the
Lamb.”

We are not to suppose that all this will require
long time, but the contrary. The only thing to guide
us is the time that elapsed after our Lord’s ascension,
before the Pentecostal blessing which marked the ac-
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ceptance of the sin offering on our behalf. Mean-
time the world, “every man’s hand against his neigh-
bor,” will be permitted to reap the whirlwind of its
own selfishness in anarchy. The epiphania of the
new Ruler and of his reign of righteous retribution
will then gradually be discerned. The full reveal-
ment or apokalupsis will be at the close of the storm,
when, all hearts humbled, “Every knee shall bow and
every tongue acknowledge Him.”

This fact is abundantly provedby theLord’s state-
ment of what shall be the reward to the overcomers, a
part of which is, “He that overcometh, and keepeth
my words to the end, to him will T give power over
the nations: and he shall rule them with a rod of iron;
as the vessels of a potier shallthey be broken in pieces:
even as I have receivedof my Father.” (Rev. 2:26,27.)
Again, the same matter is mentioned by the Prophet
David, saying, “This honor have all his saints,—to ex-
ecute the judgments written.” 1t is manifest, therefore,
that the Church, altho absent from the world during
the period of the tribulations in the sense of being
“changed” from human to divine nature, will be
present in it with Christ, as associate executors of the
divine justice, breaking to pieces the present order of
affairs, and ready to heal the hearts of the world as

‘soon as they shall be broken in their pride, and pre-

pared for the “Balm of Gilead.”
THE TIME OF THE PAROUSIA.

Tt will dotbtless surprise many to learn that there
fis much Scripture proof that we are already in the time

of the presence (parousia) of the Son of Man,—that -

we are already living “in the days of the Son of Man.”
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. At first some will be inclined to say, “Where is-the
promise of his [parousia] presence, while all things
continue as they were from the beginning?”’ Peter
foretold that some would thus question and be sur-
prised at this information, that we are living in the
days of the Son of Man, while there is as yet no out-
ward manifestation of his presence, but the affairs of
the world continue in their ordinary channels. (2 Pet.
3 :4.) The answer to the question is, as we have just
pointed out, our Lord’s own declaration that in his
days of presence the world would be eating, drinking,
planting and building, and know mot. That is the
promise of his presence, while all things continue as
they were. Could it be more explicit? A totally dif-
ferent question, however, is—

WHAT THE PROOFS OF HIS PRESENCE?

This is a reasonable inquiry. We would not be
justified in believing that the Lord is present upon any
slight evidence, even tho we know in advance that he

is a spirit being, whose presence would be invisible -

without a miracle ;—and even tho we know in advance,
from the parables, that he will be present, but invisi-
ble, in the harvest time of this age, in the time of reck-
oning with his servants, preparatory to their glorifica-
tion. We have a right to expect clear, reasonable
ground for faith, before accepting any matter which
implies so much. We are not, however, to ask or to
expect evidences to natural sight: if we are of the
‘Watchers, who have “the eyes of their understanding
opened” to see wonderful things in the divine Word,
then 'these eyes of our understanding must also be the
eyes of our faith, Hence, the true Watchers are to
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expect reasonable, satisfactory evidence for faith, and
not occular demonstrations of an invisible parousia.
As the Apostle explains, “We walk by faith, not by
sight.” '

To our understanding there are strong proofs that

our Lord’s parousia began in the Autumn of 1874. We .

have seen nothing with our natural eyes; only with the
eyes of the understanding, only in the light of “the
more sure word of prophecy,” do we know this, which
we sincerely believe and affirm, and which is important
news to all who claim to be Watchers. The fact that
any Watcher should have remained in ignorance of
this important event for now twenty-four years would
seem of itself to be an indication that he had not been
properly awake to the use of his privileges and oppor-
tunities—that he had not been sufficiently watchful of
the sure word of prophecy to which he was instructed
to take heed; and that tfwrefore he had been leit at
least partially ignorant of the important things trans-
piring throughout the world during these years. To
this extent many of the Lord’s people have been with
the world and similarly ignorant: and yet we may rea-
sonably assume that the Lord-did not expect all of his
watching servants to discern the matter at the same
instant of time. True, those who saw early have had
special blessing for the longer time; but, as we saw
above, the preparation for the knowledge of the time
lies largely in the right attitude of heart—in its humil-
ity and possession of the various graces of the spirit
of Christ. ;

Test we should get a misapprehension respecting
this matter of the discerning the Lord’s parousia, we
do well to take heed of the parable of the ten virgins,
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which evidently was given to throw special light upon
this point. That parable shows a false announcement
of the arrival of the Bridegroom in 1844, which brought
to the subject considerable reproach, but which never-
theless was of great advantage, as stirring up the “vir-
gin” class (the pure, the consecrated) to fresh trim-
ming of the lamp of truth—investigating the sure word
of prophecy. The parable shows, also, that the “vir-
gins” in general fell asleep, yet, nevertheless, in due
time all would be reawakened by the prophetic knock-
ing, and the knocking of the signs of the times, which
indicate the Bridegroom’s presence. And the parable
shows that the result will depend upon how much oil
{holy spirit) the “virgins” may have in their vessels
(in their own hearts), as well as in their lamps (the
Scriptures). Applying this parable, then, we may rea-
sonably suppose that some of the Lord’s true people
have temporarily fallen asleep on this subject of his
second coming, and that the sleeping ones will include
some who have his spirit in their hearts, and who will
be fully ready to welcome the Master when they shall
awake, and whose lamps will be duly trimmed and
-burning and ready to enable them to discern the signs
of his parousia, when once their attention is brought
to the subject. In harmony with this we find that
. many who get awake on this subject 70w come into the
clear light of present truth much more rapidly than
- did some in the past: doubtless partly because present
truth can now be presented to them more concretely
than ever before through the printed page. It is in the
interest of this true “virgin” class that we now write:
we have no desire to awaken the worldly; this knock-
.ing of the prophecies announcing the Parousis is not
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for them—besides, the worldly are so soundly asleep
that it will require the terrific crashing of present in-
stitutions and the earthquake shakings of social revo-
lution to thoroughly awaken them to a realization of
the presence of the great Judge—Immanuel. The true
Watchers on the contrary, if they slumber at all, sleep
lightly, being on the gui wive of expectancy and hope
for the long-waited-for Bridegroom. We would merely
whisper in the ears of this class the one word, “Parou-
sial” assured that all the true Watchers (and the Lord
alone Enoweth them that are his) will be aroused by
that word, and trim their lamps on the subject.

Is the question asked,—What portions of the sure
word of prophecy indicate that the presence of our
TLord began in the Autump of 18747 We answer that
there are several lines of prophecy which interlace and
corroborate each other in this testimony ; but, as might

_be expected, since the entire matter was to be hidden

from the world, and “none of the wicked,” but only the
“wise” are to understand (Dan. 12:10), and these wise
only to understand when the due time would come,—
for these reasons, it must be evident to all that these
prophecies, while clear and {forcible and positive, are
nevertheless somewhat under cover. We cannot kere
attempt to give a complete and comprehensive state-
ment of these prophecies; that has already been done
in six volumes aggregating three thousand pages.*
Here we c¢an only give a very brief resume, leaving it
for the true Watchers to seek that they may find; to
knock if they would have the door of divine revelation
opened to them; to use the keys which God has pro-
vided, if they are interested in penetrating inte “the

*SCRIPTURE STUDIES, VOLS. L-VL
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kdeep things” of the divine Word, now due to be under-
‘stood ; to eat of the meat of present truth, “things new

and old,” if they hunger and thirst after righteousness
and true knowledge.

“IN THE DAYS OF THESE KINGS.”

(1) We have a number of general prophecies, in-
dicating that we are living in about the time of the
Master’s second presence. We have already referred
to Daniel’s testimony respecting “the time of the end,”
in which many will run to and fro, and knowledge will
be increased, and the wise understand, and which the
time of trouble follows. Then we have the inspired
dream of Nebuchadnezzar, and its inspired interpreta-
tion by Daniel, showing the earthly governments which
would bear rule overthe earth ;—during the interim be-
tween the overthrow of the typical Kingdom of God,
whose last king sitting upon the throne of David was
Zedekiah, and the installation of the true King, Eman-
uel, in his Millennial Kingdom glory. These different
governments of earth are here pictured as a great
image; Nebuchadnezzar’s government, the first uni-
versal empire of earth, being represented by the head
of gold; the Medo-Persian Empire, which, according
to history, was the second universal empire, is here
shown as the breast and arms of silver: the Grecian
empire, which overthrew the Persian, and became the
third universal empire, is represented by the belly and
thighs of brass; the Roman empire, which succeeded
the Grecian, and constituted itself the fourth universal
empire of earth, was represented in the image by the
legs of iron—strong exceedingly; and the later devel-
opment of the same Roman empire with the inter-
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mixture of papal influence is represented in the imagc
by the feet, which were partly iron (civil government),
and partly of clay (ecclesiastical government—Papa-~
cy). These were to constitute the sum total of Gen-
tile dominion ; and “in the days of these kings” (repre-
sented by the ten toes of the image), Jehovah God him-
self would establish his Kingdom—the very Kingdom
for which we pray, “Thy Kingdom come !”

We are all witnesses that the heavenly Kingdom
has not yet come,—that we are still under the domin-
ion of “the prince of this world’—the prince of dark-
ness. All the efforts to prove to us that the grecdy
and bloody governments of Christendom, so-called, are
the Kingdom for which we prayed, and were taught
to pray, could not prevail: we could never recognize

these as Immanuel’s Kingdom: they are only the king-

doms established by Antichrist, and recognized by An-
tichrist, and named by Antichrist “Christendom.” The
true Kingdom waits for establishment at the hands of
him whose right it is; and he has promised that, when
he sits upon his throne, all his faithful ones, the “little
flock” of the Gospel age, shall sit in that throne with
him, and be associates in the work and in the honor of
blessing the world.

The Church is not neglected in the picture of
earthly dominion given to Nebuchadnezzar, and inter-
preted by the Prophet Daniel. She is shown therein
as a stone taken out of the mountain without hands
(by divine power). This stone represents God’s
Kingdom (Christ and the Church), and the inspired
dream and explanation show that the disaster which
shall come to the kingdoms of this world, represented
in the image and in the toes of its feet, would come
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through the impact or smiting of the image by the
- stone. Daniel says: “A stone was cut out, which,
without being in hands, smote the image upon his
feet....Then was the iron, the clay, the brass, the
silver and the gold broken to pieces together, and be-
came like the chaff of the summer threshing floor, and
the wind carried them away that no place was found
for them: and the stone that smote the image became
a great mountain [kingdom], and filled the whole
earth.” ;

The explanation is that—“The great God hath
made known to the king [and indirectly more partic-
ularly to the Watchers] what shall come to pass here-
after.” “In the days of these kings shall the God of
heaven set up a kingdom which shall never be de-
stroyed, and the kingdom shall not be left to other
people; [it shall have no sticcessors, for the others will
all be destroyed] it shall break in pieces and consume
all these kingdoms, and it shall stand forever.” Here
is a prophecy which gives a full delineation of the em-
pires of earth, to which God granted dominion during
the interim between the removal of the typical crown
from his typical kingdom, and the institution of the
crown of righteousness and glory upon the true King
in the inauguration of the Kingdom of Heaven.

Even the surface evidences are that human empire
has nearly run its course, and that heavenly empire is
needed to deliver the world from its own selfishness.
But the sure word of prophecy, if carefully scrutinized
by the Watcher, reveals still more. Tt shows that the
next universal empire will be the kingdom of God’s
dear Son, and further the interesting fact that the
total lease of power to the Gentiles, is in the Secrip-

T RO A

T

IR

PRY T

2o

W—:vr-r e

At His Second Advent. 29

tures known as “the times of the Gentiles;” and that
these “times” are seven times, and that each of the
seven times is a period of three hundred and sixty
years, and that consequently the complete period of
the seven times is 2520 years. IHence the Watchers
may reckon that Gentile rule will terminate and Im-
manuel’s rule be fully set up in 2520 years from the
time the Lord removed the diadem from Zedekiah,
saying: “Oh thou profane and wicked prince,...
take off the diadem, remove the crown; I will over-
turn, overturn, overturn it, until he comes whose right
it is, and I will give it unto him.” The period of
overturning of the Lord’s typical Kingdom and the
removal of the crown must correspond to the period of
the lease of empire to the Gentiles and be 2520 years.
And measuring this period, we find that 2520 years
will expire with the close of the year 1914, A. D. and

- consequently that by that time Gentile rule will be no

more while God’s Kingdom will then hold sway.
But the scrutinizing Watcher will readily perceive
that it is one thing to know the time when earthly
dominion shall cease, and give place to the completed
Kingdom of God, while it would be a totally different
matter to know when the “stone” Kingdom would be-

gin to smite the image upon its feet, preparatory to

its destruction.. This period of smiting of the image,
which precedes its destruction, must also precede the
full establishment of God’s Kingdom to fill the whole
earth. This smiting period is the period of the parou-
sia; the period in which Christ is present, gathering
his “jewels,” his “elect,” and in which he will smite

the nations with the rodof ironand with the two-edged
* sword of his mouth, dashing them in pieces as a pot-
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ter's vessel, and preparing mankind for the royal
majesty of the heavens. Let the Watchers note criti-

cally the Prophet Daniel’s explanation that it will be
“in the days of these kings” (the kingdoms represented
in the feet and toes of the image—the divisions of
P.apal Rome) that the God of heaven will set up his
kingdom. God began the selection of his Kingdom
class in the days of Civil Rome—represented by the
legs of iron: he has continued the selection ever since,
and the sefiing up or bringing of his Church (King-
dom) into power comes toward the close of Gentile
power, but before it ends; for it is to be “in the days
of these kings” and not after their days. Now note
the similarity of the expressions “in the days of the
Son of Man” and “in the days of these kings,” and
give both the same significance and remember that,
as we have proven, they will be the same days—days
before the lease of Gentile power expires, in which
the Son of Man will be present to “set up” his King-

dom, which shall a little later destroy all these Gentile
kingdoms,

TYPICALISRAEL’S EXPERIENCE PROPHETIC.

(2) Take another line of prophecy, concealed, and
yet very simple and easy of appreciation when once
the mind grasps it. The Scriptures show us that the
fleshly house of Israel and all of its institutions and
affairs were typical foreshadowings of the spiritual
house of Israel, and its higher institutions, better sac-
rifices, etc. It need not, therefore, surprise us to find
that the length of the Jewish age—the length of the
divine favor to fleshly Israel,—was typical also, and
that it gives us the exact measurement of the Gospel
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age,—God’s dealings with and favor toward spiritual
Israel.

Jacob’s name was changed to Israel, which sig-
nifies “A Prince with God,” and his descendants were
therefore termed Israelites—the people of the Prince
with God. But the antitype of Jacob is Christ, the
trie Prince with God, not after the flesh, but after the
spirit; and his house is spiritual Israel. Jacob's
twelve sons first inherited his name and blessing, and
through them it descended to all the fleshly house of
Tsrael: Christ’s twelve Apostles inherited his name
and blessing, and through them it has descended to all
the spiritual house of Israel. As the typical house
had a high priest, Aaron, so the antitypical house has
a greater high priest, Christ Jesus our Lord, the high
priest of our profession. As the fleshly house had a
priesthood under Aaron, so the spiritual house has “a
royal priesthood” under Christ, to whom the promise
is made that they shall be kings and priests unto God,
who shall reign on the earth, after their present time
of sacrificing is ended. So we might proceed with
everything that fleshly Israel had and find its dupli-
cate on a higher plane, in spiritual Israel, but we will
not go into details here: suffice it to notice further
that-the Jewish age or period of fleshly Israel’s favor
ended with a “harvest” period of forty years. This
began with our Lord’s baptism, lasted three and a
half years, as a national test, and when that nation
was rejected at the time of our Lord’s crucifixion, the
harvest work proper began—a separation of the wheat
from the chaff—atime ofgathering outof that rejected
nation such as were “Israelites indeed,” previous to
the great time of trouble which came upon the nation
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session and all personal liberties, was intended to Be a
type of the coming time of restitution, when a full op-
portunity for attaining freedom from sin and from Sa-
tan, and from the hereditary weaknesses of the flesh,
shall be presented to all, and when the earth shall again
revert to the human family in general, for whom it was
created, and for whom it was redeemed by Christ, af-
ter being lost through Adam’s transgression. We find
that the Scriptures indicate, in connection with these
jubilees, a system of counting by multiples; and that
a Jubilee of Jubilees, or fifty times fifty years (2500
years) constitutes a Great Jubilee cycle and that such
a cycle began to count after fleshly Israel had observed
her last typical Jubilee. We find from the Scriptures
that Israel’s nineteenth Jubilee year was her last, in
the year B. C. 626. Knowing that the Jubilee was a
part of the Law, and that no feature of that Law, not
one jot or tittle, can pass away without reaching a
fulfilment or antitype, we measure the cycle of the
Great Jubilee 2500 years from the date when the last
typical Jubilee was kept, 626 B. ¢., and find accord-
ingly that the antitypical Jubilee or Great Jubilee of
Jubilees should have begun in October, 1874. Thus,—
025 years B. c. plus 1875 years A. b, are 2500 years,
which would include the Jubilee Year: consequently,
with the end of the year 1874, Jewish time, October,
the antitypical Jubilee of 1,000 years instead of one
year was due to begin,

Watchers will note carefully the correspondency
of this date, and the character of the event fo be ex-
pected, with the finding of our previous examinations
(1 and 2), which showed us this very same date,
October, 1874, was the time when the “harvest” of
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this age was due to begin, and when the Lord bhim-
self, as the Chief Reaper, was due to be gresent. The
only thing necessary to connect this Jubilee prophecy

" with the others is the statement of the Apostle Peter

in Acts 3 : 21, which shows that our ljorc.l must be
present (at his second advent) at the beginning of the
times of restitution of all things, and as alreiady seetl,
these restitution times are the Antitypical Jubilee times
typified by Israel’s Jubilees. Thus we have two very
simple but clear and very important lines of Scnl?tur(;
testimony which indicate clearly that the parousia o

our Lord was due to begin in October, 1874, and both
show us the character of the work which we shoulld
expect would be in progress duriug{ the tllme of his
presence, preceding his open mzfmfesta’uon to the
world, his epiphania, his apokalupsis.

THE DAYS OF WAITING ARE FULFILLED.

: (4.) Take another line of ‘prophecy: we find
that the 1260 days, and the 1290 days,l a}nd the 1335
days, so particularly set forth in Daniel's prophecy,
and corroborated in Revelation, have had fulﬁlmer}ts,
— the 1260 days ending in 1799, th.e 1290 days ending
in 1829, and the 1335 days ending in 1874. OL?r
friends known as “Second Adventists” were wont to
use these “days of Daniel,” and once applied them as
we do here: but they abandoned them after 1874
passed and they failed to see Jesus_ with the1r’ natural
eyesight, in a body of flesh and with Cal\'far:?' s st‘:arls.
They have dropped these “days of .Dam_el entirely
because they find no way of applying them .W'hl(.‘.h
would prolong them beyond 1874. .The fault is not
with the days nor with their application as above; but
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with the wrong things expected. They, in common
with others who look for the Second Advent, err in
expecting that the Gospel age which has been a spirit
and faith epoch will end with a flesh and sight deterio-
ration—in expecting that the spiritual kingdom of
Satan will be followed by a fleshly kingdom of Christ.
But the Watchers amongst the Adventists as well ‘as
in other denominations, are getting the eyes of their
understanding opened by the anointing of the prom-
ised eyesalve—Rev. 3 : 18.

Tt was concerning this last period that the angel
declared to the Prophet, “Oh, the blessedness of him
that waiteth, and cometh to the 1335 days....Thou
shalt rest, and stand in thy lot at the end of the
days.” 'What blessedness? We answer, a joy of
heart and rejoicing to the Watchers is what is here
intimated. It is since this date, October, 1874, where
Daniel’s 1335 days intimated that a great blessing
would begin, where the Jubilee types indicated that the
restitution of all things would begin, (which implies
the second presence of the great Restorer), and where
the parallelism of the two houses of Israel shows that
the second presence of our Lord as the Great Reaper is
due —from this date a great blessing has come to the
Woatchers. Since then the Word of God has opened
before 11s in a most marvelous manner. Since then the
sure word of prophecy as a lamp to our feet has shown
us many evidences that we are in the end of the age.
Since then the day-star has been rising in the hearts of
the Watchers, and has illuminated our minds, releas-
ing us from the terrible nightmare of error respecting
eternal torment, revealing to us the true character of
our Heavenly Father, making plain to us the necessitj
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of the great atonement for sin,and showing us distinct-
ly the object of the permission of evil and revealing,
one by one, various features of the divine plan,—the
high calling of the Church to the divine nature, and to
joint-heirship with Christ in his Millennial Kingdom;
and the reslting blessing of restitution to human per=
fection for the world of mankind in general. Ah yes!
all who have been brought “out of darkness into this
marvelous light” can appreciate the words of the angel,
and heartily say, Blessed are our ears, for they hear,
and our eyes, for they see, for many prophets and
many righteous persons have desired to know these
things, and have not known them.

(). We might refer to other prophecies and types
in the Scriptures, which show that we are living in the
“harvest” time of this age, in the parousia of the Son
of Man,but our space forbids. The fact that this world,
as he predicted, continues in its usual course, eating,
drinking, planting and building, etc., and knows not of
his presence, .so far from being an evidence against
these prophetic testimonies, quite tothe contrary, shows
s that the fulfilment is coming, just as the Master pre-
dicted: that the day of the Lord, the day of his pres-
ence, has come tpon the world as a thief in the night,
secretly, quietly, stealthily, unknown ;—the only cnes
favored with a knowledge of events transpiring on the
other side of the vail being the W atchers who, if they
have slumbered at all, have nevertheless maintained a
waiting attitude of readiness for the announcement,—

«BEHMOLD THE BRIDEGROOM g

This is the announcement which we are now giv-
ing—Not, Behold, the Bridegroom cometh, but “Be-
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As therefore we softly whisper—Behold the
Bridegroom!” it is not with any hope of arousing the
world to faith in the Lord’s presence, etc. They are not
worthy to know and would only misuse the knowledge
now. By and by, in the Lord’s due time, they shall
know—in the period of the epiphanic and apokalipsis
of the Son of Man. They will be awakened by the
great crash of the day of trouble. We do, however,
promulgate the message, “PBehold the Bridegroom

[present] I with the confident expectation that all
who are of the “Virgin” class (the pure, the justified
and consecrated), will be permitted to hear the mes-
sage, will be aroused by it, and will trim their lamps
(examine the Scriptures, investigate the subject), and
find the message true, before the “door is shut” and
the great trouble begun. We well know, however,
from the Lord’s prophetic parable, that among those
who will be aroused to investigation, there will be two
classes, because there are both wise and foolish “Vir-
gins.”  The wise are those who have not only conse-
crated their all to the Lord, but who are living accord-
ingly,—not unto sin, qor unto self; nor unto sectarian-
ism, but unto the Lord: these, as intimated in. the par-
able, will find no difficulty in trimming their lamps and
recognizing the presence of the Bridegroom. But
the foolish Virgins, overcharged with the cares of this
life, or the deceitfulness of riches (wealth, reputation,
influence, ete.), wil
their vessels”) a sufficiency of the oil (holy spirit) ;
and consequently they will be unable to get the light
‘in time to go in with the wise virgins before the elect
number shall be completed, and the door of opportu-
nity to become part of the Bride of Christ,shall forever

e

| not have within themselves ( ind
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.close. True, they will later obtain the oil, as is shown
in the parable, but too late to be of the “little flock”
who shall be accounted worthy to share the Kingdom
and to escape the great time of trouble coming upon
the world: the foolish virgins will be obliged to pass
through the trouble with the world, and will share thus

:‘n it§ ‘distres's, represented in the parable by the words
wailing and gnashing of teeth,” e

PAROUSIA IN THE NEW TESTAMENT.,

The word parousia occurs in the following texts
of the New Testament, in each of which it should be
properly translated “presence:’—
£i 2
2 What shall be the sign of thy presence ?’—Matt
Aol u i

“So shall also the presence of the Son of Man be.”
-—Mﬂ.tt. 24 = 27? 37> 39.

‘fTh -~ 2 :: 12
- ey that are Christ’s at his presence.”— 1 Cor.

“What is our hope, or joy,
Are not even ye, presented b
Christ at his presence ?’—

or crown of rejoicing?
cfore our Lord Jesus
i Bl hestio iz
; T.haf: he may establish your hearts unblamable
in holiness before the Lord, even our Father. at the
prese‘f@ce of our Lord Jesus Christ.”— 1 Thes:,;; b
We which are alive and remain unto the pres;m"cé
of the Lord shall not hinder them which are asleep,”
E=lilibes: 1 ol re -
- “Be preserved blameless unto th
Lord Jesus Christ.”—r1 Thes. Bt ook

(13
Now we beseech you, brethren, by the presence

of our Lord Jesus Christ, and o i
. : ur gathering to
unto him,”—2 Thes, 2 : 1. . FEDe

e presence of our

“Be patient, therefore, brethren, unto the presence
of the Lord.”—James 5 : 7. _

“Be ye also patient, stablish your hearts, for the
presence of the Lord draweth nigh.”—James 5 : 8.
. “There shall come in the last days scoffers [in the
Church] walking after their own lusts [desires], and
saying, Where is the promise of his' presence?’—
ZEclini 2l

The word parousia is properly translated (“pres-
ence”) in 2 Cor. 10 : 10, and Phil. 2 ¢ 12.

EPIPHANIA IN THE NEW TESTAMENT.

The Greek work epiphania signifies bright shining
or manifestation. It is rendered “appearing” and
“brightness,” and occurs as follows:—

“Keep this commandment without spot unrebuk-
able until the appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ,
which in his times he shall show who is the blessed
and only potentate, the King of kings and Lord of
lords.”—1 Tim. 6 : 14, I5.
~ “T charge ‘thee, therefore, before God and the
Lord Jesus Christ, who shall judge the quick and the
dead at his appearing and his Kingdom.”—2 Tim. 4:1.

“There is laid up for me a crown of righteousness
which he shall give me at that day; and not to me on-
ly, but unto all them also that love his appearing.”’—
s ATEe T b st

“Looking for that blessed hope and the glorious
appearing of the great God and our Savior Jesus

- Christ.”—Titus 2 : 13.

“Then shall that Wicked One be exposed, whom
the Lord shall consume with the spirit of his mouth,
and shall destroy with the brightness [epiphanio—
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bright shining] of his coming [parousia—presence].”
—2 Thes. 2 : 8. 3 ;

APOKALUPSIS IN THE NEW TESTAMENT.
The Greek words apokalupsis and apokelupto sig-

nify revealment, uncovering, unveiling ( as of a thing

previously present but hidden). The name of the last

book of the Bible is from the same root—Apocalypse -

or Revelation. Apokalupsis is rendered revealed, reve-
lation, appearing, coming and mawifestotion, in the fol-
lowing texts which relate to the Lord’s second presence
and power and glory, as these shall be made known,—
uncovered or revealed to the world. Many of these
texts also show that when he shall thus be revealed,
his Church will be with the Lord and be revealed or
manifested at the same time and in the same manner.
" “The sufferings of this present time are not
worthy to be compared with the glory which shall be
revealed in us.”—Rom. & : 18, : 20
“Rejoice, inasmuch as ye are partakers of Christ’s
sufferings ; that when his glory shall be revealed, ye
may be glad also with exceeding joy.”—1 Pet. 4 :13.
“An inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and
that fadeth not away, reserved in heaven for you, who
are kept by the power of God through faith unto sal-
vation ready to be revealed in the last time.”—1 Pet.
1L Gl

“A partaker of the glory that shall be revealed.”

—1 Pet. 5 : 1.
“Every man’s work shall be made manifest: for
_ the day shall declare it, for it shall be revealed by fire.”
(1 Cor. 3 : 13.) Here the reference evidently is to
the testings of the Lord’s people during the period of
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his presence in the end of the age. The Apostle’s
words thus agree with ourLord’s prophecy of the same
testings, saying that “there is nothing covered that

- shall not be revealed”—uncovered.—Luke 12 : 2.

“Hope to the enhd for the grace that is to be
brought unto you at the revelation of Jesus Christ.”
—1 Pet. 1 : 13. ;

“The Lord Jesus shall be revealed from heaven in
flaming fire [judgments against all unrighteousness],
taking vengeance.”—=2 Thes. 1 : 7, 8.

“So that ye come behind in no gift; waiting for

the coming [apokalupsis—revealment] of our Lord
. Jesus Christ.”"—t Cor. 1 & 7.

[The Lord’s people will
need to keep active, watching and waiting for the great
blessing until the manifestation or revealment of the

Lord; but if Watchers, they shall be made aware of
“his presence (parousia) and the work of “harvest”

beforehand and share in the revealment.]

“That the trial of your faith...might be found
unto praise and honor and glory at the appearing [apo-
kalupsis—revealment] of Jesus Christ.”—z1 Pet. 1 .1 7.

“For the earnest expectation of the creature

[mankind] waiteth for the manifestation [apokalupsis
—revealing] of the sons of God [the Church].”—

Rom. 8 : 19.
“The same day that Lot went out of Sodom it

_rained fire and brimstone out of heaven, and destroyed

them all. Even thus shall it be in the day when the
Son of Man is revealed.” (Luke 1%7:29, 30). That is
to say, the judgments of the coming “time of trouble”
as predicted will begin as soon as the “salt of the
earth,” the saints, have all been changed; and thus
the Son of Man will be revealed a present Judge, who

1
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already had for some time been present sealing and
gathering his “elect.”

PRESENCE GRADUALLY REVEALED.

Foregoing we drew the line of distinction between
the parousic and the epiphania or apokalupsis of our
Lord quite sharply, to assist the reader in noting their
difference of signification. As a matter of fact, how-
ever, the bright shining of the present One is due to
begin shortly after the parousia begins; and again as at
the first advent it will be true that “the Light shineth
in the darkness, and the darkness comprehendeth it
not” The revealing of the Lord’s presence begins
with the faithful of the Church speedily, and gradually
extends to the world in general. Up to the time when
the strength of the trouble breaks forth, only the faith-
ful Watchers discern the parousia, and only by them
can the bright-shining of the Lord’s presence be appre-
cated. To these the bright-shining of the Lord’s
presence, the increased brilliancy of the light of truth
respecting the Word and-character and plan of God is
an ever increasing joy and pleasure: thus it is that “ye,
bretliren, are not in darkness,” respecting the events
of the day of the Lord, but know in advance that its
tribulation will come upon the world as travail upon a
woman.—I Thes. 5 @ 3, 4.

While the revealment of our Lord’s presence thus
illuminates the hearts of his faithful ones as the Day-
star (2 Pet. 1 : 19) and causes themto understand, and
1ot be in darkness with the world in respect to his
plans, present and future, the bright-shining of the
Lord’s presence shall affect nominal Christians, and
the civilized world in general also, but in a totally

F &

-
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different manner, for the character of Christ’s “har-
vest” work, during this period of his presence, is such
as to cause a general opening of eyes along the lines
of justice and injustice, righteousness and sin, the
rights of mankind and the wrongs of mankind. The
light which has been shining out for the past twenty
years, is awakening the world to a realization of its
rights and its wrongs, fo a realization that the earth
belongs to mankind in general and not exclusively to
a few who have seized it and fenced it. This same
light is exposing the corruption and falsity of many
long-venerated theories and institutions, monarchical,
religious, political and financial. It was in reference
to this light of his presence at the second advent that
our Lord declared that this day of his presence would
bring to light the hidden things of darkness, and make
manifest the secret counsels of the heart,—for there is
nothing hidden that shall not be uncovered. (Luke
8 : 17). And in this connection let it not be overlooked
that the Apostle declares that Satan’s power to de-
ceive the world through Antichrist is to be consumed
by “the bright-shining [epiphanial of his presence
[parousia] ’—2 Thes. 2 : & :

Thus seen, the bright-shining of the present One
is causing great joy to the hearts of the faithful, who
wait patiently for him and the deliverance which he
has promised, but the bright-shining, as it affects the
worldly, has the effect of quickening their selfish pro-
pensities, producing discontent, and is thus preparing
the world for the great climax of catastrophe, pre-
dicted in the Word of the Lord, as the consummation
of this age;—the overthrow of all the governments
and institutions of this present order of things in an-

|
{
|
|
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- archy,—“a time of trouble s i
such as was not sin
was a nation.” i
: We noticed that it was predicted 2500 years ago
‘;1:1011):?:11 the Prophet Daniel that “in the days of z‘]ze.s‘e:
kings the representatives of the fourth universal em-
pire, Rome, ecclesiastically conglomerated, shown in

the feet and toes of the image, the God of heaven *

Would. cause the Kingdom of God to smite the image
tpon its _fe‘:et, to utterly crush it; and that it Would( ge
after smiting the image that God’s Kingdom, repre-
sented by the stone, would wax greatband ,ﬁll Pthe
wl.lole_ earth. As we have just shown, we are now in
; _th]s time in which the Kingdom of God is exerting
its force against the kingdoms of this world: th‘e K ing
himself is present, must be present before' he coﬁlg
destroy present kingdoms and take their power; he 18
‘aIread‘y exerting the influences which will éve,nts;tate
in their destruction; and he is prepared, backed by all
tht? power of God, to quickly establish upon their
TUins llns own glorious Kingdom, consisting of himself
the _ng, and his faithful ones of the Goz el Churcl
as his Bride and joint-heir, e
; The influence exerted by our present Lord, the
_nght, the Truth, is already breaking the powe,r of
ignorance and superstition, which for long centuries
has held the masses of mankind in subserviency to
Pap?cy; and the same bright-shining is likewise dis-
solving the lighter shackles of ignorance and error
forged' for their faithful by the various sects of Pro-
.testanhsrr}. Ultimately all superstition and false rey-
erence will be dissolved, and false institutions will
fall, and then will be manifest the fact that error and
falsehood and fear never truly sanctify the heart,—

At His Second Aduvent. L)

“and the world of mankind being released from its ser-

vility to fear will speedily manifest its true character
of selfishness and ungodliness, and will speedily pre-
cipitate the great trouble predicted.

But it would be a mistake to suppose that the
parousia of our Lord is merely or chiefly in connection
with the world and its preparation for the chaos of
the present order of things. On the contrary, the
chief work of the Lord during this period of his
parousia is for and in connection with his Church.
As we saw above, he foretold that on his return he
will first reckon with his servants, to whom he en-
trusted the pounds and talents, before manifesting his
wrath against evil-doers in the trouble of this “day
of vengeance,’—in the slaughter of all who would
not have him to reign over them. That slaughter
time, in- which all who will not accept the rg:ign ok
righteousness will be destroyed from among the peo-
ple (Acts 3 :23), begins with the burning of the
“tares” in the end of this age, when there shall be
oreat trouble “weeping and gnashing of teeth;” and
to some extent it will continue throughout the Millen-
nial Age for.all the way to the very last (Isa. 65 : 20;
Acts 3 : 23; Rev. 20 : 8, 9) all who wilfully oppose
the Lord will perish..

The Kingdom which we are expecting, and which
we believe is now in process of establishment, and is
soon to smite the kingdoms of this world and to sup-
plant them, is not earthly kingdom; but a heavenly
one, not a fleshly kingdom, but a spiritual one, not a
kingdom which will be visible to the natural eye, but
an invisible yet powerful kingdom. We find nothing
in the Scriptures to corroborate the thought enter-

®

et —



48 The Parousia of Qur Lord

tained by some that this Gospel age having begun in
the spirit is to culminate in a reign of Christ and his
Church in the flesh with an earthly throne, ete.
Quite to the contrary, the King and his joint-heirs,
the Church, as spirit beings, will have a spiritual ‘em-
pire, tho their subjects to whom they will offer the
blessings of the restitution purchased at Calvary will
be men in the flesh, whose highest hope and ambition
will be restitution to the grand perfection of the hu-
man nature lost in Eden, redeemed at Calvary,—an
carthly image of the Heavenly Father. We hold that
Christ and his saints during the Millennial Age will be
no more visible to mankind than is the Prince of this
world, Satan, whose associates in the misrule of the
present evil world, the fallen angels, are likewise in-
visible.

“THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN COMETH NOT
' WITH OBSERVATION.”

The Pharisees at the first advent made the mis-
take of supposing that the Kingdom, which Christ
proclaimed, would be a visible kingdom, composed of
himself and his followers in the flesh: and seeing no
army or other evidences of temporal power for the es-
tablishment of an earthly kingdom, they thought to
expose the hollowness of our Lord’s claims before his
followers, by asking him the question—When will
your Kingdom of God appear—when will we see it?
Mark well our Lord’s reply, which, if the Pharisees
had understood it, might have been a great revelation
to them. He answered, “The Kingdom of God com-
eth not with observation.” How strange they must
have thought this answer! The Kingdom of God,
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then, would be a Kingdom which could not be ob-
served or seen;—an invisible kingdom. But our Lord
continued the explanation and increased their perplex-
ity by adding, “Neither shall we say, Lo here, or, Lo
there.” Then our Lord gave the key to the matter
by adding, “Because the Kingdom of Heaven is [fo
be] in the midst of you.” That is to say, when the
Kingdom of Heaven shall come it will be amongsé
mankind, everywhere present but wholly invisible; so
that they cannot observe it with the natural eye, nor
can they point it out or locate if, altho it will be
everywhere present amongst men, an omnipresent and
omnipotent rule or reign of righteousness. In our
Common Version the true thought is obscured by the
words “within you,” which would better be “among
you.” Anyone, however, can see that it could not
have been our Lord’s intention to say that the King-
dom of God was then or ever would be within the
hearts of the class addressed, and which elsewhere-he
styled “hypocrites, whited walls and sepulchers, full
of all manner of corruption.”

THAT' BORN OF ‘I'HE SPIRIT IS SPIRIYL.

We call to mind also our Lord’s explanation of
spiritual things te Nicodemus, in which he declared
plainly that only those who are born again can either
enter into or see the Kingdom of God. (John 3 21 16%)
Nor does this mercly referto thebegeiting of the spirit,
as at consecration; it includes also the biréh of the
spirit in resurrection—‘born from the dead.” The
Apostle Paul gives the same assurance, saying, “Flesh
and blood [human nature] cannot inherit the King-
dom of God.” Hence he informs us that all those who
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shall be sharers of that heavenly Kingdom must be
“changed” from human or flesh conditions to spirit
conditions, from weakness to power, from animal to
spiritual conditions.—1 Cor. 15 : 42-44.
One matter which more than any other seems to
hinder the Lord’s people from grasping this subject
clearly is the prevalent but mistaken view which is
entertained respecting the resurrection of the dead.
We shall not attempt to discuss this subject at length
here, and weshall omitentirely referenceto the world’s
resurrection, which will be the human conditions, na-
ture, ete.; but it is necessary that we notice sorﬁething
respecting “the first [chicf, best, highest]- resurrec-
tion,” which appertains only to Christ Jesus and the
Church which is his body—the Kingdom class. These
all are sacrificers, who “present their bodies living sac-
rifices, holy and acceptable to God.” In view of this
sacrifice of the human nature, the gift of God to these
in exchange is a spiritual nature, and hence they are
termed “new creatures.” Their exaltation in nature is
very high: lifted out of the human nature, which is a
little lower than that of angels (the lowest order of

spirit beings) they are to be exalted to the nature and

likeness of their Lord, “far above angels, principali-
ties and powers,” and to be made partakers of the
highest form of the spirit nature, namely, the divine
nature, with its wonderful peculiarity, namely, immor-
tality, or inherent life*—2 Pet. 1 ' 4.

The one point which more than any other seems
to confuse the student of this subject is our Lord’s res-
urrection. They note the fact that he appeared in a

*Send for our tract, “The Hope of Immortality,”—sam-
ples. free.
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body of flesh and bones, after his resurrection, and
they therefore conclude that he still has a body of ﬂes_h
and bones bearing all the scars of Calv:ftry; hence, in
thinking of his second advent they invarm‘tl)ly expect it
to be another advent as a human being (in flesh and
bones), “a little lower than the angels.” These ex-
pectations are wrong, as we shall show from the_Scrlp—
tures. Our Lord after his resurrection was a sp.1r11.: be-
ing, and his manifestations of himself to hi_s-dtsmples
in various fleshly bodies, then, were similar exactly .to
manifestations made before he became the man Christ
Jesus, while he still possessed the glory which he had
with the Father before the world was,—the glory of a
spirit being. For instance, are we not partim.ﬂ_arly t{?ld
that theLord and two angels appearedas men in bodies
of flesh and blood and bones, and in ordinary human
garb, to Abraham and Sarah? And the record is that
“they did eat and talk with Abraham.” On another oc-
casion the Lord appeared to Moses, not in a body of
flesh, but “as a flame of fire” in a bush which appar-
ently burned, and from which he spoke to Mo§e5. We
contend that such a power to appear in any kl_nd of a
body is a power which in the past was cons.1derab1y
used in communicating the divine will to mankind, and
that it is only discontinued now because the canon of
divine revelation is complete, so that in it the man of
God is thoroughly furnished unto every good v‘vord
and work, and needs no special message or revelations.
i Mim %22 17, ‘ :
In reading the narrative of our Lord’s appearance
to his disciples after his resurrection, the fact seems
generally to be overlooked that he appeared only a f_ew\f
times, in all, and that these visits were always brief,
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and that between these visits, after the day of his res-
urrection, there were long periods of days and weeks
in which the disciples saw nothing of him. It is gen-
erally overlooked, also, that he appeared in various
forms, one of which was identical with the body that
was crucified, because Thomas had said he would not
believe unless he could have such a demonstration.
Even then our Lord rather upbraided Thomas, assur-
ing him that there was a still greater blessing in store
for those who ask not for such ocular demonstration,
It is generally forgotten that none of the world ever
saw our Lord after his resurrection, but merely his
disciples, to whom, it is said, he “showed himself.”
This was in harmony with his statement made before
his death, “Yet a little while and the world seeth me
#o more.”—John 14 : 19,

The change of nature which our Tord experienced
in his resurrection was no less a step upward from the
earthly to the heavenly condition than was the change
of nature which he experienced at his birth 2 step
downward from the heavenly to the earthly condition,
called “humbling himselt,” laying aside his glory. As
he laid aside the glory of his spirit being to become a
man, so he in turn laid aside his humanity in death in
order to assume the glory and dignity of the divine
nature, “far above.” Concerning the change which he
experienced at his restirrection, the Apostle declares,
“God hath highly exalted him.” Tt should be manifest
o all that, since our Lord left his rich condition as a
spirit being, and humbled himself and became compar-
atively poor in the taking of the human nature, that
this was for some particular reason and object, and
that, when that object would be accomplished, the

At His Second Advent. ina

i 58
riches of the spiritual condition woullcih beg}fltﬂilz t ;at
i i the general thou
red to him. But instead, : :
:})tt(:r Lord Jesus not only is encumbered in heaven with

a body of flesh, wholly unsuitable to heavenly condi-

i s

tions, but that in additioln todth1§ ;iizlb;}jé;?nféeilh?:h
nental and p ;
?slréﬁsifgzriirgjgi t::ontact with sin and sinners as our
rans%ricﬁnze view is dishonoring to the ie:gzﬁg
Father, for it should not be supposed thfaic1 e
tolerate a loss to all etern}ty on the part o e
i ed One, because of his faithfulness and ob i
t?)vthe divine will. The Scripture declariuon is i’;o e
contrary, namely, that 01‘1‘r Lord Wfafs .majfede:tsh,;"
took upon him our nature “for th‘e st er1i1g S
d not to be encumbered with fleshly ccl») 0
2;1 all eternity. DBesides, if our I.,ord nlus't le:; s
of his wounds to all eternity, the imp s
Scar‘fd be that his people would also bear a%l t e:h
:)\;zt;ishes and scars to all eternity. S}u'el)_r, if s;‘::ct
-« the divine arrangement, that which 1s.per e

W'Eltﬁd never come, for we should be encumbered wi

:Le imperfect forever—1 Cor. 13 : 10.

> When we get the correct view of this matter, ev-

jecti 3 As the Scriptures
ery difficulty and objection ceases. As

i he
declare, so it was, “He was put to death in flesh,

in spirit.” ave known Christ
was quickened in spirit.” “Tho we h

w we him no
i t[he ]fff S(P; gzz.llsofflgﬁ;cff:;z zﬁnh(.)is resurrection
EZieheS(l;e;ame the second Adam——“th‘tla last t!_;dag;rz
quickening spirit.” (1 Cor. 15 2 45.) Nov;:in :to o
is that spirit.” (2 Cor. 3 : 17.)' After z.lp_pea‘ f b
1tlsi.:ciples under various peculiar conditions atter nis
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resu'rrection, I yarious bodies, th i
o ; the Lord i i
T ;ipr.ia:tes?on as he llz}d c:ommuni(:a‘ceclnrcj1 r;;:g
i pibae es.s;)lr-ls, causing, as they declared their
i o within them., He appeared in,the's'e
e
h St receive his 1 i
- is;lct];leczl;.i{t1onfs,h\.vher§:§s, if he had 1;1;;21;‘13:312‘1;(131'
L éznc;heii‘s S}nrzt being, and had Performecf r:
e Ie) e;s by which they could have dis-
e ta hg ory, they would have been too
R © have benefited by what he would
i 6(:211:1;.1603«1' :\re1'.e_.§t111 natural men, not fully begot-
s 3. ;I;l)ll‘[;nbéf{iause Plentecost was not yet
‘ £ 39), 1€nce they w -
:‘zc;::r(:;s?idﬂsp]{'It_ual things ; “fojlf' ?heeren:gxlz;ipra;aec{
e 1[e thz'ng‘s of the spirit of God, neitherl:
B appifuate] them, because they =
y. discerned, L
. The Apostle Paul was the
flllglelsio\:jll'z ?a “i thﬁ: _LOl'd “as he zf,):]jy g:ae tzﬁstzz ’flhl .
- hmej 5113.111:1‘[1131 presence, so far from beiJ:L :
oo i an;\e, shone with a brightness “abo =
e of the Sun at noonday.” The effe‘;?
S eﬂ?e(;tes -was .serlousl, and, we may readily be-
el j $Je1na1ped with him to his dying da
iy 1,,91_1(3- mn‘acx_ﬂous removal of the callg e
- ,e e Permitted ’hnn to see, tho indistinctlus
e {houi; Lord’s design was to educate h?s;
10 the thought of his rasurscoti g re s P2 a0
e ht. ction bein
f;rfﬁtl:;?s},l n11_m1tec1 by the flesh, but to ielz:r)tctofléic::?mr
¢ (as he had already explained to N’iclt?éles’

mus)
*  know whence he came nor w
~ appear in one body or in another body, or be present
with them without their being aware of it, just as “the
angel of the Lord encampeth round about them that

-
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cotld come and go like the wind, and none could
hither he went; he could

fear him,” yet is invisible to them, because a spirit .

being.

«WE SHALL BE LIKE HIM, FOR WE SHALL
SEE HIM AS HE 18.”
When the right conception of our Lord, in his glo-

~ Lified condition, is gained, and when the Apostle’s

statement is remembered, that his Church shall be like
him, and “see him as he @5, it is comparatively easy
to understand that the entire glorified Church will be
28 invisible to the world as the Tleavenly Father is,
and as our Lord Jesus was after his resurrection ; and
when it is remembered that this Church constitutes the

7 Kingdom of God, the “royal priesthood,” which is to

rule and bless the world during the Millennial age, our
Tord’s words to the Pharisees are quite intelligible,—
“The Kingdom of God cometh not with ohservation—
neither shall we say, Lo here! or, Lo there! for behold,
the Kingdom of God is in the midst of you”’—a pres-
ent but invisible authority, government, tule of right-
eousness.
THEY KNEW NOT THE TIME OF THEIR
NVISITATION—LUKE 19 @ 44—

Our Lord reproved the teachers of Israel because
they did not discern the signs of the times, because
they “knew not the time of their visitation.”  His
words imply that their ignorance was a mark of care-

' fessness and unworthiness, and of divine disfavor.
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He said: “Ye can discern the face of the sky ; how is
it that ye cannot discern the signs of the times?”
There was a reason, and the realization of that reason
might have meant, to some at least, a correction of
it—a drawing near to God to be taught of him. So
now in the time of our Lord’s second presence we find
the world largely increasing in wisdom along the var-
ious lines, and many hearts in perplexity and wonder-
ment looking for those things which are coming upon
the world, their hearts failing them for fear of the
impending dissolution of the social structure in an-
archy, and yet none are so blind respecting the times
in which we live and the great changes impending,.as
the leaders of religious thought.

They are blinded by their false-theories. They -

have declared that the Lord’s commission to his
Church is that she should convert the world into a
Kingdom of God, and thus bring about the reign of
righteousness; and they are so determined that their
theories must not fail that they cannot see what is
rapidly becoming apparent even to the worldly, name-
Iy, that the numbers even nominally converted every
year are increasing far less, proportionately, than the
natural increase of the world’s population: so that if
they had millions of years before them the conversion
could never be hoped for, but in the end of millions
of years true Christianity could not expect to claim as
large a percentage as at present. Their theory also
blinds them to the fact that much of the increase of
Church membership in civilized lands is merely for
popularity’s sake, and for the sake of worldly prosper-
ity, social standing, etc., and not the result of love for
God and righteousness, nor significant of a consecra-
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tioﬁ to walk in the “narrow way” of self-denial, self- :

sacrifice, etc. _ :
Thé worldly, therefore, are reallyl in a better con
dition to discern the signs of the times than many

prejudiced nominal Christians. But none can see

these things from the frue standpoint except as ﬂtlh?;
take that standpoint, and it is only granted toh Ok_
who are fully consecrated to the Lorc! and who ea;he
en to his Word. These shall not be in da.rknessr ;
Lord will not hide from them either his good purposet_
as respects the blessing of the Church ancll su]z;ng;:s_
ly of the world, or his purposes fespectm_g bf g
tisement of the world in a great time of trouble, pr

- paratory to its blessing, after it has been humbled.

«THE DEAD IN CHRIST SHALL RISE FIRST.”

The chief work of our Lord during t}.ﬁs “harvesl:’
time, and especially in the forepart of it (when ;
calls his faithful servants of the Gospel age all:l
reckons with them and rewards t!'lem.),. respecta;) s
Church as a whole, and not merely its }wmg members.
And here we should note the Apo.stle s statemt;n: :h&
specting this time and work. He mfo_rms us that ¢ t;
Lord’s dealings during this harvest w111lbe ﬁrst-vmlr} ;
“the dead in Christ,” saying, “We which .ared a hwll
and remain to the coming [presience] of the Lord sha :
not prevent [precede] them which are asleep -[th%;e ?t
the Church already dead],...for the dt?ad in Chris
shall rise first.” Taking this statement in conn?clii?ﬁ
with our Lord’s parable, it means tha't the faxtded
sleeping in death wills be ret,:koned. with, reward.n,
resurrected, before the reckoning with and rewarding

of the living members of the Church begins. Accord- ‘
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ingly, if it be true, as we have briefly presented it,
in the foregoing,—that we are now living “in the days
of the Son of Man,” and that his presence began in the

. Autumn of 1874, then we should also believe that the
resurrection of the saints which “were asleep” was
due and took place at some period not long after our
Lord’s parousia began. And we are able to fix upon
a date for this with comparative certainty, altho the
entire matter is invisible to natural eyes and can be
discerned only with the eye of faith and by the light
of our lamp, the Scriptures.

Qur lamp, as we have already seen, shows us that
the Jewish age was in every particular a pattern or
illustration of this Gospel age; and keeping this in
mind, we can judge something respecting the order of
the divine arrangement in the “harvest” of this age,
from the order of the divine arrangement in the “har-
vest” of the Jewish age. Observing the Jewish age,
we find that the first three and a half years of their
“harvest” were devoted to the simple announcement
of the Master’s presence, and an offer to the nominal
Church then living, and that they ended by the rejec-
tion of the nominal Church at the time of our Lord’s
death; and that afterward while their nominal system

or Church was ignored, the Israelites indeed were

called out of it into fellowship with the Lord, through
his spirit. 'We note also, that it was at the very time
of the rejection of the Jewish house that our Lord as-

sumed before them typically his office of King, and
.rode upon the ass as the King of the Jews: and look-

ing for the time when our Lord, in the end of the age,
should assume his full regal power and authority as
the King of Kings, we find it should be at the corre-
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sponding date in this “harvest,” namely, in the Sprmg
of 1878. And as the first work of our L:::rd, aite}:
taking the kingly office, in the typical “harvest,
was to reject the nominal hous..e of Israel3 that he
might begin the work of gathering out. of it the Is-
raelites indeed, so we understand that in the pres.er}t
harvest time the first work of our King is the rejec-
tion of the nominal Gospel house of sons,—to the in-
tent that he may gather out of it the “wheat,” his
“elect,” from one end of the ecclesiastical heavens to
the other. (Matt. 24 : 31.) This rejection ?f the
nominal Church, and the call to his people to “Comeé
out of her,” we understand to be symbolically st_yled
the fall of Babylon, and the spewing out of Laodicea.
See Rev. 3 : 16-20-22; 18 : 2-4. _
Here, then, we have an indication of the time
when the judgment of the Lord’s servants was due. to
begin, represented in the parable by tl?e king calling
to himself his own servants to hear their .reports ;.and
in the light of the Apostle’s statement just noticed,
namely, that the living will not p1:ecec1e those that are
asleep, it is clear that at that time, and before th:f:
reckoning with the living began, “them that slleep,
“the dead in Christ,” were awakened, granted a part
in the first resurrection—raised in glory, honor, power,
spiritual bodies, invisible to mankind. qu wotild
the resurrection of the spirit bodies necessitate any
disturbance of graveyards or tombstones_, .or.anyt.hfn%
earthly. “That which is born of the sp1r1t‘ 1s.s.plr1t, |
and as our Lord after his resurrection was invisible to
the world, and invisible also to his Church (except as
he miraculously manifested himself), so .with‘ thes.e:
they are invisible, nor is there any necessity for mir-

\.‘444.;4
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aculous manifestation, nor has any been made, neither
is any expected, “We walk by faith, and not by
sight.”
To all who understand the necessity for the sleep
of the saints (namely, that it was because the call of
the Church took place before the time divinely ar-
ranged for the establishment of the Kingdom), it will
seem eminently proper that the King should, #mmed-
iately on taking office as King, liberate from the pris-
onhouse of death his faithful followers, who during
his absence manifested their faithfulness, and for
whom have been set aside crowns of righteousness, to
be given them at his return in power and great glory,
It would be unreasonable indeed to suppose any pro-
longed delay of their resurrection,after our Lord takes
to himself his great power and begins his reign. We
hold, therefore, that the resurrection of the dead in
Christ was due to take Place in the Spring of 1878.
Furthermore, we note a beautiful analogy here;
for, thus considered, our Lord’s resurrection a few
days after his taking of office as King in typical Is-
rael corresponds to or parallels the restrrection of the
Church, “the body of Christ,” a few days after his
taking to himself honor and glory and power as the
King of nations in the Spring -of 1878. Not only so,
_but the Book of Revelation, in a scene which be-
longs to that particular time and description of the
opening of the “harvest” of this Gospel age, shows
“one like unto the Son of Man, having on his head a
golden crown and in his hand a sharp sickle,” begin-
ning the work of reaping the harvest of this age: and
there we find the significant statement, “Blessed are
the dead which die in the Lord from henceforth; yea,
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saith the Spirit, that they may rest from 'theirllg.bors,
for their works follow them.”—Rev. 14 : 13, : .d :
This text has been so frequently misapplie ty
theologians that its true significance V\:?lll be apt ;)1
elude all who have not their senses exe‘rc%sed by reaso
of use, and who do not closely discnmmatf.th It sig-
i ; i f the beginning of the reap-
nifies that from the time 0 i
! - is age by the crowned reap
i f the “harvest” of this age by
::‘g(othe Spring of 1878) there will be a WOfldell'flﬂ
blessing not previously possible, upi)in the certa:ln 51 222
i is particular date onwar
described. From this particular da e
i i ho die will be favore
of this particular class w A
i i ich none of the preceding
blessed in a manner in whic : :
mZ:nbers of this same class were blessed; nlzmeljgi;xl
i 1 1 qupt their works, w.
that their death will not interrup e
i i he labor and wearine
‘will continue right along, t or
:;:Jnecceasing, the work itself continuing under more.
ious and more favorable conditions.
glonoTiis means that since 1878 the fully (:onsecf‘rate;d1
of the Lord’s people, those who are C(;:nplgtely ;l::s
im,” wi in death, as has been neces-
ith him,” will not sleep 3
:::y v:itl; all the preceding members of thihbz_dg; 0(;5[
i 1 age: it means tha
Christ throughout the Gospe go M e
ward the dead who die in the L ,
:l?zgm(:rlnent of dying experience their changfa,’ﬂc:te'
jon—in 2 ment, in
in the first resurrection—in a IMOMer 5
:?v?::(ling of an eye, pass from morta!lty to 1mm01rfal
ity, from weakness to power, from dishonor to glory,
: atural to spiritual condition.
iromI::1 is to this that the Apostle referred when hﬁ
said, “Behold, I show you a mystery; we shallt r{ott.;e
SZGE;J but we shall all be changed, in a Tomen , in it
twinl,ding of an eye, at the last trump. To our

e
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derstanding, the last trump, the seventh of the series
of symbolical trumpets, began in 1874, just before our
Lord took to himself his great power and began its
exercise—began his reign: its sound is to continue
until the close of the Millennial Age, a thousand years.
This “change” in a moment, in the twinkling of an
€ye, that is to occur to the 1j
of Christ will indeed be 2 momenta
spects each individual after he shall
accounts before the great King,
him as a joint-heir in the King
imply that all of these will be
Quite to the contrary,
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ry change as re-
have rendered his
and been accepted of
dom; but it does not
changed in a moment.
the judging of the living mem->
bers of the Church, the going in of the wise Virgins in
the end of this age, will be a gradual work, and has
already been in progress for twenty years, and is not
yet finished. It will include the rejection of the
“foolish virgins,” and the utter casting out of any
who may take off the “wedding garment” of Christ’s
righteousness, as shown in one of the parables.

Thus we see that immediately after this taking of
the crown in the Spring of 1878, our Lord gathered to
himself those of his saints, “his jewels,” who had al-
ready been polished and fitted and prepared, and who
slept, awaiting the time for the establishment of the
Kingdom ; and that since then, one by one, his faithful
saints of the same class of “jewels” are being gathered
to himself, as they finish their course.  But as it was
necessary that our Redeemer should not only conse-
crate his life to death, but that he should actually die,

- S0 it is necessary that every member of the body of

Christ shall not only consecrate himself to be dead
with him, but that each also shall actually die. They

ving members of the body .

P o
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‘are already reckoned dead, but this‘ is not sufﬁ;xen; :
our Lord’s words are, “Be thou faxt%lfujl, unto eaf ,
and I will give thee a crown of life,” and aga13,
“Blessed are the dead in the Lord [reckonedly ('l*eas :
.consecrated unto death], dying from l?enceforth; ‘1{;
:also it had been foretold in 0t11e1: S.cnptures, "that;

who would be of the body of Christ must, hke' the
.Head, pass through the portals of de.ath; thus it 1151.
written, “I have said, Ye are gods [mighty ones] ,1.?{

of you sons of the Most High‘; ye ;s;hall ALL prE like
men, and fall like one of the princes. The two prmcei
of our race were Adam and Christ Jesusi. Adam wern

into death because of disobedience; Chn?,t as a .Sale-l-*.
fice for the sins of others, entere:d defttl}‘ in obedu?fl;e,
and the Church, the body of Christ, his “brethren,” be-

" ing justified out of the Adamic death by faith in his

sacrifice, are reckoned as joint-sacrificers with hii‘n 111'1
his death of obedience, that they may -be accounted al-
50 sharers in “his resurrection”’—the fl-l'S.t resu.rrch’tlon,
to the divine nature and gloryl;u:dx ]01:1.‘—11611‘5 ip.—
:6; Rom. 5 : 12, 1752 Pet. 1t 4.
Psa.\%’ze hix’rf givexfhere only thebriefest poss;b_le‘ sum-
mary of the Scriptural evidences that we arl? 11§1ng ;1;
the parousia, the presence, “the u%ays of t ; ho»?the
Man,” in the “harvest” time of this age, an fla i
work which he, directly and through his apost Ies, :;11
structed us to expect is now in progr.ess, namft y‘,th it;
“sealing” of the saints of the MOS‘F ]:-Ilgh God in :al
foreheads (Eph. 1 : 13, 14), and giving t_hem a rrdle:ea_
appreciation of the divine plan and its ‘tlmesfanu b
sons, together with a judgment or festing o g’ 4
have covenanted themselves' to be.: the Lor ls1 ax_ho
to.lay. down their lives in his service. And all-wha

\"X..'_____; i e
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refuse to live up to their covenant, even tho sealed and
blessed, and enlightened with present truth, will, we
understand, be rejected from it, and cast again “in-
to outer darkness” with the world, to share in the
great time of trouble coming upon it. We understand
also that the elect number will soon be completed, and
the last one of the class who shall be blessed by the
glorious “change” from mortality to immortality, in
4 moment, in the twinkling of an eye, shall soon ob-
tain that blessing, and that then the great time of troy-
ble will fully burst upon the world, and speedily bring
down the high, the lofty and the proud, and prepare
the world for the reign of the Prince of Peace.

Here we have consistency, at least, and harmony
of Scriptures which have never been harmonized in
the past, and which cannot now be harmonized from
any other standpoint or with any other interpretation.
Here we have the spiritual Kingdom of Messiah, with
all power, displacing the spiritual kingdom of Satan,

and establishingorder and righteousness through-earth- -

ly agents of its own, and overthrowing the earthly
agents of the prince of darkness, many of whom are
his servants merely because “the god of this world
[agel has blinded the minds of them that believe not.”

“THEY WITHOUT US SHALL NOT BE MADE
PERFECT.”—HEB. 11 140.—

We remark incidentally that following the gather-
ing of the Church to glory, as above outlined, will
come the resurrection of the holy ones of the past,—
“Abraham, Tsaac and Jacob, and all the holy proph-
ets,” whose resurrection will he to perfect earthly con-
ditions, and who shall be the “princes in all the earth,”

g = T
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seen of men, and representatives of the i‘nvisible t'mt
all-powerful spiritual Kingdom—the glorified Chrlszfi
Thus, chosen representatives of fleshly Israel wi
indeed Tule the world, and bless it, as the representa- |
tives and agencies of the Spiritual Israel‘, and to the
standard of the Lord thus set up the nation of Israel
will be first to respond.—Psa. 45 : 16; Rom. 11 : 25-
; - 12} 2 50),

i Z(‘;i} Lord’s parousia (presence in the wox:ld) l?e~
gun in 1874, will continue till the end of the M{llenmal
age. The word is not applicable merely ‘fo a 11.ttle pe-.
riod of presence at the beginning of the Mxll'enmal age:
Christ’s parousia and that of his Chtll:(_"h W'lll continue
throughout the age. Nor will the Lipzpha.ma and apo-
kalupsis be a sudden burst of glor‘mus light ; nor do
these words signify a visible showing to :I?ankmd of
the Lord’s person, or of the persons 'of his (.Zhurch.
Let us remember his words, “Yet a little while, and
the world seeth me no more.” Let us ‘remember als:cn
that, as his Church is to be in his l-;k:ene.m, so his
likeness is declared to be an “express image of Fhe
Father's person;” it is written thu.t; he is the King
eternal, immortal, invisible. (1 Tim. 1 : 17) Nor
will it be any more necessary that the worlc! shoulfl
see with their natural eyes the Lord and his glori-

fied ones, than that they should see the Heaven-

r: the world will see the earthly representa-
gveratcl:; God and of Christ and of Church, when
they “see Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob and all the hf)Iy
prophets,” for they will be samples of _pex:ffect man-
hood, which is the earthly image of the 1.nv151ble GO(‘T.

Our Lord’s epiphania (bright shinmg)_and his
apokalupsis (unveiling) began shortly after his parou-
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sia began; the bright shining of his presence is now
visible to those who are walking “in the light"—to
those who “are not in darkness with the world.” Tt is
a mental illumination, an illumination to the eyes of
~our understandings, and not to our natural eyes. The
eyes of our understanding have been opened to see
him that is invisible to the natural sight. The epi~
phanig of our Lord is already affecting the world also,
tho not through the eyes of the understanding, for they
have no eyes for such spiritual things : nevertheless;
the bright shining of the Lord’s presence is influencing
and affecting the whole course of the world, through
an increase of knowledge on every subject—specially’
noticeable since 1878. Eventually all the blinded shall
have opened eyes of understanding and :

. “EVERY EYE SHALL SEE HIM.”

Many even who are not of the Watchers are not-
ing the signs of our times and are startled, and led to
exclaim, What do these things mean ?>—This remark-
able latter-day advance in science, art and mechanical
invention —This latter-day discontent in the midst of
plenty and luxury>—This latter-day growth of mil-
lionaires and paupers ?—This growth of giant corpora-
tions of world-wide power and influence >—Why are
national policies and public men and their utterances
and doings criticised (judged) by the masses as never
before?—And what means it that with an apparent
growth in wealth and numbers in all denominations of
Christians there is a growing dissatisfaction, discon-
tent in them all: a growing tendency to criticise the!
creeds and the preaching and everything —How
comes it that nine-tenths of the preachers in all de-
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né)}ninatio_ns know that their hearers desire a change,
and would gladly “move on,” if they knew ‘how to
better themselves even at smaller salaries? e
X The Scriptural answer is, The hour of God’s judg-
mégt is come: the time when “Christendom,” poi]itic{\al,
ﬁfi;hcial; social and ecclesiastical is being judge(:i—t?_te"
inﬁitrigd in the divine balances. And the Scriptutes
declareithat she will be found wanting, and will be gd—
judged unworthy to further administer the affairs of
earth, which will be turned over to the elect “little
flack,” according to the divine promise.—Luke 12:32.
The secret of the matter now is the same as in t}he
Jewish “harvest,” which John explained, saying,

;_f‘THERE STANDETH ONE AMONG YOU - _
WHOM YOU KNOW NOT.—JOHN 1 : 26..

“Miﬁe eyes can see the glory of the presence of the Lord;

He is trampling out the winepress where the grapes of wrath

i are stored; L X ! '
I :?e‘e the flaming tempest of his swif.t descending sword;
B Our King is marching on.

“Ic&n see his coming judgments as they circle all the eafth, :
The:Fsigns and groanings promised to precede a se'cond birth;
I read his righteous sentence, in the crumbling thrones ';‘of
e earth:
Qur King is marching on.

Yo

“The Gentile Times are closing, for their kings have had

their day; ‘ i L

Al:i&"with-them sin and sorrow will forever pass away;

For
1

sthe tribe of Judah’s Lion now comes to hold the sway;
Qur King is marching on.”

|
|
|
i
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—in the establishment of God’s kingdom—Ohrist's
Millennial Kingdom hich will establish righteous-
ness by force.—Rev. 2:26, 27; Dan, 2:84, 86, 44, 45.

' All these subjects are simply yet forcefully treated,

and Matthew 24th Chapter elucidated, in

““THE BATTLE OF ARMAGEDDON"

(In Bnglish, German, Swedish, Flnnish an
3 Dano-Norwegian,) . .
688 PAGES—CLOTH BOUND, 60 CONTE, POSTPAID O
DELIVERED BY COLPORTEURS
International Bible Students Association
Pittsburgh, Pa.




BETWEEN

| TheAroien

THE AT-ONE-MENT IS BELIEVED IN BY ALL

CHRISTIAN BIBLE STUDENTS

Nevertheless, but few could explain its philosophy

ALY, SHOULD ENOW

About the great Mediator of the At
Lord Jesus Christ. AtonSnaha
Respecting the necessity for the At-one-ment
ﬁnd the necessity that the ‘‘Only Begotten' must be
made flesh,” and then die, and then rise from the
%eead mi ig;‘titztl'ht.u eg'icct thed At-one-ment,
specting the office and work of the H
ﬁon;a:ltw? wit:}'lt;hc At-one-ment, theHoly SRt
n e im nt part of the At-one-ment not
finished — which awaits the Second Comm‘ngnoot g:ﬁ
T,ord in His Kingdom glory.
Respecting the central doctrine of At-one-ment,
?ﬁﬂ:?gt' et]:le nglnsig'm—whgt i;;li wcas—wh it wasand is
r or ‘‘hub” around w i
Bible doctrines fit. sodantown ol

How this doctrine is the test of the truth or !'alsit§ of
sa

all doctrines; so that once understood clearly it
ﬁrd ngams error in every form

pecting man, the subject of the great At-one-ment
his nature; his sin; his ty: hi i -
e L 3 pepalty; his deliverance

st: his future possibiliti o
ance of the At-one-ment, e UHFRREN BECEDs

All these interesting and very important themes

are lucidly discussed in simple language, and corro-
borated by fourteen hundred Scripture citations, in

(1
THE AT-ONE-MENT BETWEEN 60D AND MAN"
(In English, German, Swedish, Finnish and
Dano-Norweglan.S
512 PAGES—CLOTH BOUND, 60 CENTS, POSTPAID OR
§ DELIVERED BY COLPORTRURS
International Bible Students Association
Pitts » Pa.

~

e HELPING HAND
\FOR THE HOUSEHOLD _
OF FAITH

THINGS YOU OUGHT TO ENOW AS

F:I{RISTIAN BIBLE STUDENTS

The Creative Week of Genesis—its actual length=
soientifically corroborated. .

The true Church of Christ, begotten of the Spirit as
the New Creation; the steps of Grace Divine—Justifis
cation, Sanctification, and Deliverance in the First
Resurrection,

he duties and obligations of the New Creation—to-
ward the Lord, toward each other, toward earthly
friends and meighbors, toward parents, children,
‘+husbands, wives, etc. L
The Iord’s Memorial Supper.or Sacrament: what it is
and what it is not should be clearly discerned by all
of God's people.

Trie Baptism—what it is. The many mistalkes of
nearly all depominations are pointed out in kindly
spirit, and then the true Baptism is set forth in con-
vincing style—indisputable, incontrovertible,

The foes and besetments of the New Creatlon, and
the Scriptural method of overcoming them; also the
present and the future inheritance of the suints,

These subjects and many others deeply intercsting
to all who love and study the Bible
are fully treated in

THE NEW CREATION

(English. German, Swedish, Dano-Norweglan
and Finnish)

752 PAGES—CLOTH BOUND, 60 cENTH, POSTPAID OR
DELIVERED BY COLPORTEURS

International Bible Students Association
Pittsburgh, Pa.
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iP5 A REAN BELES
"These are Commnion Version Bibles '

: but their distinguishiog feature
5 STYLES célnsist;of ! K

$2.50 to OVER 500 PAGES OF

$4.05 _ SPECIAL BEREAN HELPS
A in Four Sections us follows:

Part L Bible Teachers' Manual :
Biblical Comments from Genesia
to Revelation explaining the )
text and referring to the sTUDIES
IN' THE SCRIPTURES and other!
: =S publications where the supject
: 7 B 2 1s more fully treated,

ﬂld MS . . g I : Part IL Instructors' Guide Texts
B TfﬂﬂSl‘ﬂtl{] g 4 Texts relating to various import-
"s, [’uncurdances, Etc' i i == ant subjects topically u.n'uunct.l

Recommended as Aids to Bible Study £ } y ?r re;iygefurcu.t;:. i

¢ art erean Topical Indeox
1 THE EMPHATIC DiAG LOTT ! B An alphabetical t:rr:mlgemcnu”of
Thi E \ JETEATS { " i cer Soo  subjects o peculiar
iis Greek New Testament, with interlinear word- = 2 ; i with feforaiine i e

for-word renderine : ! ;

tl'all.‘.‘l&tiolll ;Siﬁggi'dgmii 2 gl €e reading emphasized & =, where treated in our publications,

Vatican MS. No. 1209, bLee?ﬁ?Sr };g?}lllld mg(?ltmﬁf‘ms ! . PartIV. Spurious Passages Noted

good Bible paper. Price $2.50, postpaid, REEREa - ?_fmi: I'::;t[?f sl;ﬂ[uuafuilfiulﬁfsgot
= ! i ound in the olde BH.

H9ENGIs ANALYTICAL CONCORDANCE ; i IN'ADDITION TO 1111k ABOVI

In English, Hebr . i |/ ol
( Presbytirian )Hefgﬁ;&v Ig{gasGlﬁek’ by Prof. ¥Young { th?l B’lgiwt“t CﬁlTf?:(}:llli-uil'tcﬁil'tlllil’:
$7.50, postpaid. £65, cloth binding, Price = an 5}_11 ents Helps
, Dostpaid. | rated in Nos. 1919, 1939 aud 1950,

STRONG'S EXHAUSTIVE CONCORDANGE DESCRIPTION AND PRICES

. 1018, Size 43{x6}{ Indin Paper,
beggasjlgoncordance for students, ea NI lllclf&clni.dlv:lnlt}
arr i 2 4 0 s E 3 o el fr

¥ ranged ngfndbirr 1tsf own heading, with cu‘cult; I};f‘ilﬁu&llt;egﬂ:}p;( &i::: ‘ :

ing found eiie to root mean- | {Z B e teronca vt BOATINA ‘ i

Bioen Hegi-e‘i’f’liﬁﬁp"gﬂ;ﬁi = L %o. 1019, Same :;n No. 1018, with

I]:’)ﬁgao%%rgo 5 tbaeg of book. B&‘&“&fr 5%05[‘3:0““.““' Mups, ete.

U, Dostpaid. s ] adde

Cruden’s Concordance cl'th $1.25 #

2 3 2 ) . Same as Mo, 1918 except |

Cruden’s Concordance, iy 152 : i o, 028 Same AR MBS SR j

INTERNATIONAL : i : lined. $3.50. ; i
BIBELE DICTIONARY ' \ : IONIC TYPH, sumhmo:;?uucma i o

This i Y f - i 4% Indin Paper,
1§n§?t13.5]%t1€o rg;é%g nion K v 2 : Iﬁﬁc 11:21’)93. f’"‘;—z,,encqi{ Sea .zﬂiviulty cireuit, £
Flexible leather bindin { g 24 red under gold edges, Berean Helps, also {23
%ngram binding T .sg.sg ; ; Bagster Concordance, Maps, et¢, Marginal ‘ If
umb Index, iti i ) B reference. $3.26 i
Smith's Bi. Bic?.d‘ii'l‘?t(golil?‘glééé 1'32 g : o. 1959. Same as No. 1039, except bound in
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MANNA
FOR THE HOUSEHOLD OF FAITH
A RECORD BOOK @F

YOUR FRIENDS—-THEIR BIR
AND AGTocRapne | Lol

WHAT YOU
HAVE LONG
WANTED

REMEMBER
YOUR FRIENDS

OBTAIN THEIR
AUTOGRAFHS

COMBINE
PLEASURE
AND PROFIT

A BIBLE TEXT
FOR EACH DAY

WORTH MORE
EACH YEAR

UNSECTARIAN
SFIRITUAL

LASTS A
LIFETIME

The demand for this ook in i
creases yearly, A
text is givenfor each dayin the year gndaghort, S.xtbhl;
:égpgoprute comment explanafory follows, Many
ristian families read and discuss the Bible text
eafch morning af the breakfast table, Thus spirifual
r_et reshment is enjoyed with the natural food,  Oppo-~
site each day’s text is a blank ruled page for auto-
graphs. Itsvalueincreasesasadditional autographs
a;csecured. It containsatable forl.scertaini.ngt%:e 8y
o th‘ei_wcck on which one was born, and pages for
recording Marriages, Births and Deaths. Over 400
pag];:s. on good Bond paper, Cloth bound, gilt edges
gm ossed, 60c postpaid, or delivered by Co]por:
Pcul:s. Genuine Morocco $2.00. (Alsoin German
olish and Swedish, Cloth bound, 60c postpaid )’

Intemati;‘ﬁal Bible Students A
Pittsburgh, %n.ssociation
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“G0 YE ALSO INTO THE VINEYARD.”

“He that reapeth receivetl wages, and gathereth fruit™
—Johw 4:36.

All interested in the subject of this yolume, and considering  its
presentations to be ‘“meat in due season,” will feel more or less cons
Strained to become servants of the truth, and to bear the ** things new
and old” to yet others of the “ household of faith/'t ~Your measure of
Zeal for such Gervice will of course measure your activibies in its service,
and determine how much of time, influence, means, i, you will de-
vote to its spread. We are glad to codperate with all, that those who
Joye much may do much, and that those who love some may do some-
tlﬁing, in the mame of the great Shepherd and in the interest of his
sheep.
Ta this end we wish you to know that special provision has heen
made whereby you may be a co-laborer in this work, regardless of
whether you have financial means to invest or not We have quite &
varicty of excellent tracts, which we supply free and in large quantitics
for judicious circulation. We also publish twige a month a 14 page
Journal, Tuz Warci Tower, and desire that our list should beur yous
Tiame, if vou are interested. If interested in this volume you will tin=
doubtedly be interested in tHe journal, which is edited by the dame
pen, and we are prepared to supply you with it upon your oW terms;
~_you may have it on credit if it is not convenient to pay too t in
advance, and if never able to pay for it we willi upon upplication,
cancel the indebtedness. If you have no prospect of heing able to
pay for it you will be welcome to it free as one of the “Lord"s poor™
on application, and upon renewal of the same yearly. If you can afford
to pay the price is $1.00 a yealr.

We have various helps for Bible study, which we stpply to nll who
are on otr WATCH Tower list at extremely low prices ~these include
Yarions translations of the Bible, Concordances, ete., and eupecially the
ScriprURE STUDIES series,— Toe Bisre Kevs.

COLPORTEURING AND LOANING THE STUDIES.

Somme have numbers of friends to whom they take pleastire in sup=-
plying the Stupies gratis; others keep a quantity at hand which they
constantly loan out amongst their friends, after the manner of a cire
culating library; and still others enter the Colporteur work, as bein,
one of the most favorable opportunities to them for serving the truth
¢o others, travelling from town to town introducing the * Bible Keys,”
coliciting orders and delivering the books. Our Society does all in its
power to facilitate these various methods of circulating the truth, ens
couraging cach to serve the cause to the extent of his zeal and ability,
according to his own preference; assisting in the matter very materially
by supplving the books at remarkably low prices, See page 2 of Tue
Warce Towzr for wholesale rates to subscribers, and if the Colpor-
teur work sppeals to you, write for *“ Hints to Colporteurs.”

We shall be glad to hear from you, and to codperate with you, and
we assure you that you will find a blessing in every sacrifice you may.
make on behalf of the truth. Very truly, Your (]c'llow-s:rvants.

Iaternational Bible Students Association
Pittaburgh, Pa.




WHAT SAY
THE SCRIPTURES
ABOUT, .

Spiritism?
PROOFS THAT IT IS DEMONISM.,

—ALSO—
“THE SPIRITS IN PRISON ” AND WHY ARE THEY THERE P

THE necessity for this little brochure lies in the fact
that Spiritism is showing an increased activity of late,
and meeting with considerable success in entrapping
Christians who are feeling dissatisfied with their pres-
ent attainments and craving spiritual food and better
foundation for faith,

The aim is to show the unscripturalness of Spirit-
ism, and to point those who hunger and thirst for
jfruth in the direction of God’s Word—the counsel of
the Most High. “Thou shalt guide me with thy
counsel, and afterward receive me to glory.”—Psa.
73:24,

119 pages; in paper covers, 10 cents ('5d.): '

ADDRESS {—

PITISBURGH, PA.,, LONDON, W., MELBOURNE, PARIS, GENEVA, BARMEN, OREBRO,,
COPENHAGEN, HELSINGFORS, MEXICO, D. F.

WHAT SAY :rHE SCRIPTURES
ABOUT HELL?

AN EXAMINATION OF EVERY TEXT OF SCRIPTURE IN WHICH THE
WORD “ HELL " IS FOUND.

CORRECT understanding ' of the subject of this booklet is almost

a necessity to Christian steadfastness. For centuries it has been

the teaching of * orthodoxy,” of all shades, that God, before creat-
ing man, had created a great abyss of fire and terrors, capable of con-
taining all the billions of the human family which he purposed to
bring into being; that this abyss he had named “hell;” and that
all of the promises and threaténings of the Bible were designed to
deter as many as possible (a “little flock ") from such wrong-doing’
as would make this awful place their perpefual home.

While glad to see superstitions fall, and truer ideas of the great,
and wise, and just, and loving Creator prevail, we are alarmed to
motice that the fendency with® all who abandon this long revered
doctrine is toward doubt, scepticism, infidelity. Why should this be
the case, when the mind is merely ‘being delivered from an error?—
do you ask? Because Christian people have so lon been taught
that the foundation for this awful blasphemy against éod’s character
and government iz deeplaid and firmly fixed in the Word of God—
the Bible—and consequently, to whatever degree their belief in * hell **

is shaken, to that extent their faith in the Bible, as the revelation of

the true God, is shaken also;—so that those who have dropped their
belief in a ‘““hell,”” of some kind of endless torment, are often open
infidels, and scoffers at God’s Word,

Guided by the Lord’s lprovidence to a realization that the Bible
has been slandered, as well as its divine Author, and that, rightly
understood, it teaches nothing on this subject derogatory to God's
character nor to an intelli ent reason, we have attempted in this
booklet to lay bare the Scripture teaching on this subject that
thereby faith in God,and his Word may be reéstablished, on a better

a reasonabie foundation. TIndeed, it is our opinion that whoever shall '

hereby find that his false view rested upon human misconceptions and
misinterpretations will, at the same time, learn to trust hercafter less
to his own and other men’s imaginings, and, by faith, to grasp more
firmly the Word of God, which is able to make wise unto salvation ;
and on this mission, under God’s providence, it is sent forth, :

- PRICE 10 CENTS PER COPY.—88 PAGHS.

Special wholesale rates to colporteurs and those who desire to ald
5o in circulating these booklets widely., "

ADDRESS ‘—

International Bible Smdenté Association
i Pittsburgh, Pa.
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THIS MARVE RARY
NOW YOURS FOR A TRIFLE
‘“STUDIES IN THE SCRIPTURES"
The Exhaustive and Celebrated Works of
PASTOR RUSSELL
Complete in Six Handsomely Bound Volumes

8,000,000 COPIES IN CIRCULATION

IN TWENTY LANGUAGES

‘‘Greater, doubtless, than the combined cireulation of
the writings of all the Priests and Preachers in North
America.”’-W.T. ELLIS, Editor-a-Field, The Continent.
“‘Intensely interesting, thoroughly logical and practi-

cal.*=GEN. W. P, HALL, U. S. Army.

{ [

BIG REDUCTION OFFER

Ordinary Books of the size and style of PisToRr
RUSSELL'S works regularly retail in book stores at
$2.60 cach, which would make the set of aix volumes
cost the purchaser $15.00.

UNTIL THE TWELVE MILLION MARK 13 REACHED,
the Publishers have arranged to ship to any ad-
dress, the ENTIRE SET OF SIX VOLUMES, in imported
maroon cloth binding, gold embossed (together with
one year's subscription to THE WATcCH TOWER, a
16 page semi-monthly religious Journal). )
ALL FOR $3.95 DELIVERED., ORDER TODAY.

International Bible Students Association
*  Pittsburgh, Pa.




