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“Behold, | stand at the door and knock. If any man
hear my voice [knock], and open the door, | will come in

to him and sup with him, and he with me.”—Rev. 3:20.

* *



THE PAROUSIA

OF

OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST

AND HIS

Subsequent Apokalupsis and Epiphania at his
SECOND ADVENT.
—o—

“Watch, therefore; for ye know not the day* your Lord doth come.”
“What | say unto you, | say unto all [believers], Watch!”
—Matt. 24:42; Mark 13:37.—

HATEVER the character of the watching, and whatever the thing to beked for, there

can be no question that the extation to watchfor an event whose precise time is not
stated implies that the watching oneslivknow when the event does takag®. Watch, because
ye know not, in order that at the proper time ye may know, is the thought; and the intimation
clearly is, that those who do not watchilvnot know that the vents which are to be known in
due time to the Watchers il be recognized by them, and not recognized by others, at the time o
accomplishment.

This, the only logical interpretation obur Lord’s exhatation, is fully corroboated by several of
the

* Thus read the oldest Greek MSS.
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apostles. The Apostle Paul urges us, saying “Yourselves knoectgrthat the day of the Lord

so cometh as a thief in the night, and when they[the world, unbelievers] shalleseg &nd
safety, then sudden destruction cometh upp@mas travail upon a woman with child; and they
shall not escape. But ye, brethren, are not in darkness, that that day should overtake you as a
thief” (1 Thes. 5:3, 4); because, being children of the light, ye brethiflebewwvatching and be
enlightened and taught of the Lord. The ApostgelP suggest the means by which tloed_will

teach us andhform us respctingour locationupon the path of the just which shineth more and
more unto the perfect day. He shows thatilitrvat be by miraculous revelationsor by dreams,

but through the Word of testimony, the Bible. He says “We have a more sure word of prophecy,
to which ye do well that ye take heed, as unto a light which shineth in a dark place, until the Day
dawn and the Day-star arise in your hearts."—2 Pet. 1:19.

The united testimony of these Scriptuteaches us that, altho it was pobper nor possible for

the Lord’s people to know anything definite in advance,aetspg the exact time of the second
presence of the Lord Jesus and the establishment of his Kingdom, yet when the due time would
come the faithful ones, theatchers, would benformed,—would not be left in darkness with the
world. It is in vain to urge, as contradicting this, our Lord&tement, “Of that day anlour
knoweth no man, no not the angels in heaven, neither the Son, but my Father only.” Those who
use this Scripture to prove themselves and to others that no mhaaver knowanything
respecting the
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time of the second advent find it to prove too much, and thus spoil their own argument; for if it
means that no man walver knowit must similarly mean that no angel vaNer knowand that

the Son himself wilhever knowThis evidently would be an absurd construction sceupon

the passage. The Son did not know at the timetteeed this statement, the angels did kratw

then, and no man knew then but the Son certainly must know of the time of his own second
advent, and at least a little while before it takexc@] the angels must alknow a little while

before it takes pice, and the true children 0b@ the “watchers,” as we have sedmoae, are to

watch inorder that they also may know at the proper season, and not be in darkness, in
ignorance, with the world; and that theiatwhing shall be rewarded is guaranteed:— “None of
the wicked shall understand; but the wise [in heavenly wisdom] shall understand.”—Dan. 12:10.

FOR WHAT ARE WE WATCHING?

This is an important question. Many of God’'s people have been offended, “unstumbled,” as
respects the doctrine of the sad coming of our dear Redeemer, by reason of peculiar,
extravagant, unreasonable, illogical and unscriptural views on thecsupjesented by some,
who professedly love the Lord’s appearing, knows as Second Adventists. But this is all wrong;
we are not to reject one of the grandest and mashinent doctrines of the Scriptures, simply
because some felle@hristians have erred egregiously mesing the matter, antirought a
certain amount of worldlywise contempt upon everything ecoted with this subject. On the
contrary, this doctrine, as a glorious gem, should
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be given the first place among the precious jewels of divine truth, where it can cast its halo and
splendor and liliancy over all ®nnected and relatgatomises and blessings. It should not be

left in the imperfect setting which hides itsoyy and beauty, but should be recovered,
remounted, set in its true place, to therglof God and to the blessing of all who are sincerely
and truly his people.

We need offer no apology for the interest which we feel in this grandctulajhich is the center

upon which all the testimony of divineagre, hrough all the holy prophets, is focused. Rather do
they need to apologize who, knowing that the second coming of the Lord and thectesuwof

the dead hold the most important places in the Scriptures, next to the doctrine of the atonement
for sin, have nevertheless negfled this while they have quarreled, skirmisfedght and bled

over trifling things of no real importance, doctrinally or otherwise.

Our watching is to b#ér the second coming of him who redeemed us, who said, “If | go away, |
will come again andeceiveyou unto myself.” The atching is to be specially with thbdught

that our Lord Jesus comes at his second advent in the majesty and glory of the Father, King of
kings and Lord of lords. Theatching not only includes théadught of the second presence of

our Lord, as King, but it haattached to it the @nderful results which are promised to flow from

the coming of the King; for the coming of the King means the coming of the kingdom for which
he taught us to pray, “Thy Kingdom come, thy willd@ne on earth as it is in heaven.” And the
coming of our Master, the King, and the establishment of



7 At His Second Advent.

this glorious Kingdom means the fulfiiment of the long-waifer promise made to the seed of
Abraham; the promise which Israel after the flesh was not found worthy to inherit; the promise
for which God has been seting the members of the Bride Ghfrist during this Gospel age, to

be with the Lord Jesus and his joint heir in carrying out its beneficent provisions; the promise
which is sure, but which has never yet had, in any sense of the word|naefutlf thepromise

which reads, “In thy seed shall all the families of the earth be blessed.”

Watching implieshoping, and it also implies waiting. We are waiting for what the Apostle terms
“that blessed hope, the glorious appearing of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ,” who shall
transform his Church to his own spiritual image and likeness, in order that we (“changed”) may
be like him, see him as he is, and share his glory, and beassbaith him in his great evk of
bringing in the Millennial blessings to the world of marki Nevertheless, this waiting time and
hoping time is a time of more or less tribulation, not only on the world, whichillesrgler the

yoke of sin and under the blinding influences efta®, but also to the waiting, hoping and
watchingChurch, of whom the Apostle says, “We ourselves groan within ourselves, waiting for
the adoption, to wit, the deliverance [fromadh] of our body”—the body of Christ, of which we

are members in particular.—Rom. 8:23.

HOW ARE WE TO WATCH?

Our watching consists not indking up into the sky—" for those who study the Lord’s Word to
any purpose soon learn that the “tagy of the
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Lord so cometh as [like] a thief in the night,” and that its dawning cannot be discerned with the
natural eye. If the Lord’s people would discern anything layching the sky with their natural

eyes, could not the world discernthe same thing? If the second advent of our Lord were to be an
open, outward manifestat, would not the world know of it just as soon as the saints, the
watchers? In such event it could not be true that the day ofdtteshould come as a thief, as a
snare, unawares, upon the world, while the Church would have foreknowledge thereof—not be
left in darkness.

We are to watch the signs of the times, in the light of the Lord’s Word, our lasnine Apostle
declares, “We have a more sure Word of prophecy, . . .as a light shining in aata-phtil

the Day dawn.” The Gospel age has been a night-time, and the Lord’s people have been waiting
for the dawn of the Mennial morning, with the promise ringing in their ears, “Goil thelp her

[the church] early in the morning.” (Psa. 46:5.) The word of the Lord, through the prophets, has
been the lamplight all through this Gospel age, upon the Church’s pathway, as the Lord
expressed it through the Prophet David, “Thy word is a lamp to emy, fa lantern to my
footsteps.” The lamp of the truth of revelation has guided all the faith&tthiul pilgrims in

their journey toward the Celestial City—the Heavenly Kingdom. O, what a comfort it has been,
and how dreary would have been our pilgrimage without it!

“Looking back, we praise the way
God has led us, day by day!”

Those who have taken heed to the landmarks,
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pointed out by the Lord through Daniel and Isaiah and Jeremiah, and all the holy prophets,
realize that we have come already a much longer journey than wetedkpy theChurch when

first she started out; but we realize also from these landmarks that we have approached very
closely to the end of the journey, very near to the time when #a glessingior which God'’s

people have so long waited and prayed, is at hand. For instand®&atbbers have noted the
Lord’s testimony through the Prophet Daniel that “the time of the end” would be a period of time
(more than a century), and that in thigrfe of the end” there would be a great increase of travel,
running to and fro throughout the earth, and eagincrease of general itligence, increased
knowledge, as it is witien, “In the time of the end many shall run to and fro, and knowledge shall
be increased.”—Dan. 12:4.

Watching carefully respectingur whereabouts, hopeful and solicitous eztjmg the gracious

things which God has promised, none of Watchers are indifferent to these fiatfents of
prophecy, which are to be seen on every hand to-day. All men discern these things, but not all
alike the faithful, thewatchers, discern them not only as facts, but also a#mietits of
prophecy; as proofs that we amready in the periodermed “the time of the end.” Further
investigations and applications of tppeophetic measurements prove to thatehers that we

have been in “the time of the end” since 1799, and that it is also termed “the day of his
[Jehovah’s] preparation.” Looking about them, they seeptieparationthat Jehovah God is
making for the Kingdom of his dear Son. They see the lifting of the curtain of ignorance, and the
letting in of
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the light, and that thus God is using mankind at the present time to make ready in a natural way
the mechanical and other arrangements and conveniences whicateljtirshall be so great
blessings to the world, when the Sun of Righteousness shall arise with healing in his beams, and
the Millennial Day shall be ushered in, with all its multiplied blessings and mercies and
opportunities,— “the times of restitution of all things, spoken by the mouth of all the holy
prophets since the world began.”—Acts 3:21.

Watching intently, earnestly, interestedly, because #mmw of the good things God hath in
reservation 1 Cor. 2:10-13), tMgatchers note that Danieffgophecy further points out that, as

the increase of knowledge, so the increase of knowledbbring an increase of discontent to

the world of mankind in general; and the result will b@raphetically tated, that “there shall be

a time of trouble such as never was since there was a nationWatehers, seeking to note
whether these things have yet a fulfilment or nebklabout them and behold on every hand
discontent, unhappiness; far more than when the world enjoyed far fewer of the mercies and
blessings of heaven. These latter day gifts mivilence (preparations for theilldnnial age),
instead ofprovoking thankfulness, gratitude and love to God and generosity to man, produce in
unregeneate hearts ambdn, geater avarice, selfishness\vg, hatred, strife, and other works of

the flesh and of the devil. Yes; the Watchers can clearly discern the gpeaaehing timax of

human trouble in which the Scriptures distinctly declare that all the present human institutions
shall go down in anarchy, in confusion, in chaos,
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But the Watchers do not lose sight of God and prisvidence. They see that, while the
approaching social anelcclesiastical catasiphe wll be the natural result of the operation of
selfishness under highly favored conditions, nevertheless they remembered that God is at the
helm, and that he is able to cause the wrath of man to praise him, and the remainder of man’s
wrath (which would not praise him) he will restrain.

The Watchersdok not merely at the outward signs, as seen in the world. They scrutinize
carefully and repeatedly their “chart,” the Biblgdophetic outline of the world’s history,
furnished by the King himself. It isslsause they see the time wiuble outlined in the prophetic
chart that they know that it is sure to come, and are able in advance of others to “discern the
signs of the times,” and not to be in darknesseaetsipg the things to comé.It was in respect to

this that the Lord promised tiWatchers that the holy spirihguld guide theminto all truth, as

each feature becomes due, and would show them things te-cfomoee things—in advance of

the world’s knowledge, and in advance of thet$ themselves.qin 16:13.) But the same chart
which shows the downfall of all earthly institutions, political, social and ecclesiastical, shows also
that their fall is so timed in the great plan ohdeah that it shall be the very hour in which he
will establish in the hands of theeet Church (who then shall be a royal priesthood glorified—
priests upon their thrones—the religious as well as the civil rulers of the world), whosgi@xal
shall be to the glory of God and to the blessing of every creature.

The Watchers remember well that the King gave them an outline of tbeyha$tthe Gospel age
at the
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very time he told them to watch, intimating to them that they were to i@t¢he things which

he therein noted. The Watchers are those who are inohgrmith the King and who have
respect to hipromises, and they, therefore, do not eeglthe vords which he spoke. And as
they note this very prophecy in caution with which he tells them to watch, they see in it
clearly that the day of the Lordillvbe ushered in at the close of this Gospel age, secretly,
quietly, unobtrusively, “as a thief in the night,”—unaware to the world, and known only to the
Watchers.

PAROUSIA VS. EPIPHANIA, APOKALUPSIS.

Because not heedless, careless, indifferent servants of the King, htul fartd earnest, the
Watchers have scrutinized every little particular which ffelin the lips of him who spake as

never man spake; and all the messages which he has sent them through his faithful apostles anc
prophets. And disaninating carefully, they discern that there are thremde of distinctly
different signification used in the respect to therd’s second advent; namelyarousiaand
epiphaniaandapokalupsis. Parousis used in respect to the earliest stage of thenseadvent,

while apokalupsisandepiphaniarelate to another or a third advent, but merely to a later feature

of the second advent. These Greek words, it is true, are somewhat obscured or hidden in the
Common Version of the Bible, and probably for a purpose. The Lord’s purpose evidently was to
keep the world and the wicked in ignorance of his gracious plan until his due time; nor did he
wish the particulars to be understood by the Watchers until nearly the
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time of the fulfiment. But now we are “in the time of thed¢’ in “the day of his preparation,”

in the time which it was foretold that then “the wise [not the worldlywise but the humble
Watchers who are wiseneugh to take heed to the Word of the Lord] shall understand.” (Dan.
12:10.) And hence, since many of M&tchers are not Greek scholars, God has made gracious
provision through valuable helps (suchYmung’'s Angytical Concordanceand theEmphatic
Diaglott), so that the very humblest of his people may have a clear and discriminating
understanding of the meaning of certa@atures of his Word which hitherto have bé@pt
hidden under impeegtct translations and these matters God himself has been bringing to the
attention of his people,htough SCRIPTURE STUDIES, THE WATCH TOWER and the
PEOPLES PULPIT. The Watchers all over the world are being reached by these “Helping Hands
for Bible students,” which the Lord himself is extending to them.

By these helps, the Watchers are rapidly coming to see thatotite“parousig” translated in

our Common Version “coming,” does not mean what our English word signifies; namely, to be on
the way, approaching; but that on the contrary it signgiesenceas of one who has already
arrived. The Watchers note also that the Scriptures predicate certain things respecting the Lord
and respecting hiparousia(his presence), which clearly intimate that hi# ke present and

doing his works, his great worfof setting up his Kingdom and smiting the nations with the
sword of his mouthyvholly unknown to the world- “as a thief in the night.” The Watchers also
notice that the Scriptures clearly indicate that after the Lord has done certain things
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during his presenceérousig and unknown to the world, hellw ater make ananifestation of
his presence—a manifestation which W be discerned by all mankind and the outward
manifestation is designated hisgiphania” which signifies “shining forth” or “bright shining.”

The Watchers get the twbdughts respcting the lord’s second coming that first, altho really
present a spirit being, like the angels who, we are told, encamp them that fear God and deliver
them, and who are “all ministering spirits, sent forth to minister to those who shall be heirs of
salvation,” and whose ministry is an invisible one (Psa. 34:7; Heb. 1:14),—so also our Lord, now
a glorious spirit being, of the divine nature, will not be manifest to the naturadieyey his
presence-his parousia.Hence the necessity that the Lord’s faithful ones shedt¢h” because

they, no more than the world, can discern a spirit being with their natural eyes. The Watchers in
due time are to discern the presengarqusig of their Lord by the eye of faith. The sleepless

eye of faith will in due time take note of the “sign of the Son of Man,"—theatidins of the
presence of the King

During the period of thearousia(presence) gceding theepiphania(shining forth) a certain

work will be accomplishedyunknown to the world, unknown to the nominal Church, known only

to the Watchers. Ah, how portant to us the words of our Master, exhorting us téVaéchers!

And, by the way, this atching includes a watching otir own hearts as well as of the Lord’s
Word and the outward signs—to insure our worthiness to be continued in the light, and under the
instructions of the great Teacher, “If any
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man have not the spirit of Christ he is none of his;” and if any man lose the spirit of Christ he
ceases to be his; and hence we all need to “watch” that we may, as the Scriptures direct, “Keep
our garments unsped from the world;” and Keep ourselves in the love ob& while looking

for the gace [aid] ofour Lord Jesus Christ, which is able to keep us frdhmdgaand to present

us faultless in the presence of his glory witlceeding ¢y.” For whoever has the spirit of Christ
may be a Watcher, and as a Watcher krayw of the gracious things coaeted with the great
“salvation which shall be brought unto us at the revelation of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ,
but whoever ceases to have the spiriCbfist must of rcessity cease also to be a Watcher and
shall be in ignorance of the things of the day of the Lord like the world, of which he then
probably would be a part.

As the light by which the eye of faith may discern plagousia,we have the “more sure word of
prophecy to which we do well to take heed.” It has shone upon the pathwayVgatbleers all
along through this night, but now its various prophetic rays have focussed and cleadjeindi
that we are already livingifi the days of the Son of Marmwhile, as he expressly foretold, the
world in general goes on as usual, in utteapignce of hipresenceand of his harvest work, and

of the beginning of the Day of the Lord; it continues as usealing and drinking, nmeying and

giving in marriage, planting and building. It is a mistake to suppose that our Lord, in giving this
information respcting the events of the time of his presence, meant usderstand that it
would bewickedfor the world to eat, drink, plant, build and marry; these are
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not improper things and any such intetation is strained and faulty and resdittsm an uter
misconception of the subject. Ouoidd wished merely to show that the world would be in
ignorance of his presencin the days of the Son of Man,” and in uttenagance of the great
time of trouble or “Day of Vengear” which his inauguration of his Kingdomilvgignify to the
kingdoms of this world, which are to be dashed to pieces as potters’ vesseignditaace of

the impending trouble hereilixkbe similar to that of the people who lived in the days of Noah.
“As it wasin the days of Noalso also shall it ban the days of the Son of M&r-Luke 17:26.

As “the days of Noah” were nalays beforéNoah’s time, neither are “the days of the Son of
Man” days beforeghe Son of Man’s presence. The days of the Son of Man are the days of his
parousig or presence,—invisible and unknown to the world, known only toAfhé&chers and

seen by them only with the eye of faith. “As in the days that were before the flood they were
eating, drinking maying, . . . andknew not. . . so shall also the [parousia] presence of the Son
of Man be:"—the world will simply go onbmut its usual affairs, ankihow notof the Lord’'s
presence.—Matt. 24:38.

But why should our Lord be thysesen? What will be his wrk during the period of presence
preceding higpiphaniaor manifestation to the world?

His work is clearly outlined in various of his parables which were given that/#iehers might
know—might not be in darkness. The parable of theattand the tares shows this period of the
parousia(presence) preceding teeiphania(manifestation), and
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represents it as the “harvest” time of this age. The Son of Man sowed the good seed, and his
servants followed, doing work in the field down through the age; finally the end of the age comes
when the full crop of what is ripe, and then the harvest is reaped. The parable shows the
separation of the two classes of the nominal church during the “harvest.” For be it noted that the
wheat field is not the entire world, but merely gefessedly Christian part of the world—
Christendom much of the field is not yet sown. And the parald¢esebnly to the wheat field,

and particularly to the wheat. The targsufgous Christians) are dealt with only incidentally. The
tares choke the véat, yet nevertheless the Mastall wbtain a sifficiently large crop, for—

“All his purposes shall be accomplished.”

The separation of the tares from theeat and the gathering of the wheat into the garner of
heavenly conditions pcedes the @rk of cleansing the wdat field of its symbolic tares by
symbolic “fire;” and this entire harvestork is to take @ceduring theparousia(presence) of
our Lord, before higpiphaniamanifestaton). He is the Chief-Reaper, and all the under-reapers
will work under his di&ction and eye; and every kernel of true symbolic “wheail” ve
gathered into the glorious symbolic “garner” by resurrection and “change.”

The truth will be separation medium, and not until the separation is etmrgid the “wheat” all
garnered into the glory of the heavenly natundé the “fire” the great time of touble mentioned

by the Prophet and by our Lord, burn and consume, symbolically, all the “tares:” so that
thereafter none will make
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false professions of being Christians while really of the world possessed of its spirit.

The parables of the Pounds and of the Talents cover this same period of time. In both of these the
Lord represents himself as aegthouseholder and heir to the throne, who has gone into a far
country to be invested with kingly powers and to return to use those powers. Departing, he left
with his servants various riches of grace and privilege, “to every mamdang to his several
ability,” saying to them, “Oagpy ftll | come.” The retirn of the nobleman of the parables
unquestionably represents the second coming of our Lord and Master. Now note the work first
due to take placepon his return as King, as shown by these parables. He does not first deal with
the rebellious world,—those who would not have him to rule over them; but first bedl®wn
servants’ and reckons with them—rnegting some from further service d&cause of
unfaithfulness, andccepting others to a participation in the joys of the Kingdom which he at one
establishes.

This reckoning with the servants signifies a reckoning with the Church first, after his return;
corresponds to the separating of theeathand tares, in the other parable. It is comparatively
easy for anyone to realize that this part of the Lord’s work at his second advent is the work
which precedes thepiphaniaor manifestation to the world. It ”during this period that the
Watchers are to be aware of firesencdparousig of the Lord, and of his scrutiny or judgment

of them, which will then be iprogress. Only the faithful v know, however,—only they #Wbe
“accounted worthy tetandbefore the Son of Man” in that judgment—all found unworthy shall
“(stumble.” “The
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wicked [and slothful servants] shall netandin the assembling of the righteous.” (See Psa. 1:5,)
It is of the period of hipresenceand this feature of his work, that the world is to be in total
ignorance, and “not know,” until, having finished reckoning with his servants, and having
glorified the faithful, the judgment of the world shall begin with “a time of trouble such as was
not since there was a nation.” That trouble is symbolically picturediees, and we are told by

the Apostle that our Lord shall bevealed(apokalupte—uncovered, disclosed, made manifest)

in flaming fire (jJudgments), taking vengeance.

All who are Watchers, all who have taken heed to “the more sor@ @f prophecy.” including

the Master’s description of the events ti¢ days of the Son of Marcan readily discern that

the world would not go on its usual routineating, drinking, planting, building, m&ing, etc.—

if they knew of the Lord’presenceand the progress of the “harvest” of the Gospel age. If they
knew of the Lord’s presence and that the reckoning with the servants had commenced, and that
the next thing in order would be judgments upon themselves, they would change their usual order
of affairs considerably they would be in great trepidation; because only those who are in
sympathy with the Lord and the righteous government which he is about to establish, when he
shall lay judgment to the line and justice to the plummet—only these can in any degree be ready
to welcome him all others have the spirit of fear, and are under the blinding influences and
misrepresentations of Satan. “The god of this world hath blinded the minds of them that believe
not, lest the glorious light [of the gospel of
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Christ] should shine on them."eBause of igorance therefore, the world would be ieajrfear,

if they knew the fact of the beginning of the day of tled, which is to be to them the “day of
vengeance.™ Very evidently, therefore, this reckoning with the Church and the reward of the
faithful will precedeour Lord’s epiphaniaor apokalupsis.To use one of his own figures, we
might say that his day or time pfesence— “the day of the Lord"—w come as a thief in the

night; and in this time he will gather his virg@hurch disaminatingly, and take her as his Bride

to himself,—changing her from earthly nature and conditions to spiritual or heavenly conditions,
to be like him, see him as he is, and share his glory. And since the saints have always been “the
salt of the earth,” we may readily discern that the taking away of the salt of the earth would leave
mankind in a very deplorable condition, in which corruption would spread rapidly and this is
exactly what the Scriptures indicate.

The “change” of the last member of the el€tturch wil probably be followed by their being
ushered into the Divine presence,—presented faultless before the father. (Jude 24.) Then a little
later, when the “tribulation saints,” the “Great Compd shall have finished their course, they

too will be presented. (Psalm 48; 15.) Then vi follow the nuptial festival styled, “The
Marriage Supper of the Lamb.”

We are not to suppose that all thigl wequire long time, but the contma The only thing to
guide us is the time that elapsed after our Lord’s ascension, before teed3tad blessing which
marked the acceptance

* SCRIPTURE STUDIES, VOL. IV.,The Day of Vengeance.
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of the sin offering on our behalf. Meantime the world, “every man’s hand against his neighbor,”
will be permtted to reap the whirlwind of its own selfishness in amardheepiphaniaof the

new Ruler and of his reign of righteous retribution will then gradually be discerned, The full
revealment oapokalupsiswill be at the close of the storm, when, all hearts humbled, “Every
knee shall bow and every tongue acknowledge Him.”

This fact is @dundantly proved by the Lord’sadement of what shall be the reward to the
overcomers, a part of which is, “He that overcometh, and keepeth my words to the end, to him
will | give power over the nations and he shall rule them withdaof iron;as the vessels of a
potter shall they be broken in piecesven as | have received of my Father. (Re26227.)

Again, the same matter is mentioned by thepRet David, saying, “This honor have all his
saints,—t0 execute theudgments wtten.” It is manifest, therefore, that the Church, altho absent
from the world during the period of the tribulations in the sense of being “changed” from human
to divine nature, will be present in it witbhrist, as assoaie executors of the divine justice,
breaking to pieces the presemter of affairs, and ready to heal the hearts of the world as soon
as they shall be broken in their pride, and prepared for the “Balm of Gilead.”

THE TIME OF THE PAROUSIA.

It will doubtless surprise many to learn that there is much Scripture proof that we are already in
the time of the presencpdrousig of the Son of Man,—that we are already living “in the days
of the Son of Man.”
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At first some will be inclined to say, “Where is theomiseof his [parousid presence, while all

things continue as they were from the beginninggteForetold that some would thus question

and be surprised at this information, that we are living in the days of the Son of man, while there
is as yet no outward manifestation of his presence, but the affairs of the world continue in their
ordinary channels. (2 Pet.3:4.) The answer to the question is, as we have just pointed out, our
Lord’s own declaration that in his days of presence the world woudchtireg, drinking, planting

and building, andnow not.That is the promise of his presence, while all things continue as they
were. Could it be more explicit? A totally different question, however, is—

WHAT ARE THE PROOFS OF HIS PRESENCE?

This is a reasonable inquiry. We would not be justifies in believing that the Lord is present upon
any slight evidence, even tho we know in advance that he is a spirit being, whose presence would
be invisible without a miracle;—and even tho we know in advance, from the parables, that he
will be present, but invisible, in the harvest time of this age, in the time kémig with his
servants, preparatory to their glacdition. We have a right to egpt clear, reasonableagind for

faith, beforeaccepting any matter which implies evidences to natural sight if we are of the
watchers, who have “the eyes of themderstanding opened” to see wonderful things in the
divine Word, then these eyes of our understanding must also be the eyes of our faith. Hence, the
true Watchers are to
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expect reasonable, satisfaigt evidence fofaith, and not ocular demonstrations of an invisible
parousia.As the Apostle explains, “We walk by faith, not by sight.”

To our understanding there are strong proofs that our Lpafsusiabegan in the autumn of
1874. We have seen nothing with our natural eyes; only with the eyes of understanding, only in
the light of the more sure word of prophecy,” do we know this, which we sincerely believe and
affirm, and which is important news to all who claim to be Watchers. The fact that any Watcher
should have remained in ignorance of this important event for now twenty-four years would seem
of itself to be an indication that he had not bpewperly awake to the use of his privileges and
opportunities—that he had not been sufficientitehful of the sure word of prophecy to which

he was instructed to take heed; and thateforehe had been left at least partially ignorant of

the important things transpiring throughout the world during these years. To this extent many of
the Lord’s people have been with the world amdlarly ignorant and yet we may reasonably
assume that the Lord did not expb all of his watching servants to discern the matter at the same
instant of time. True, those who saw early have had special blessing for the longer time; but, as
we saw above, the preparation for the knowledge of the time lies largely in thattigide of
heart—in its humility and possession of the various graces of the spirit of Christ.

Lest we should get a misapprehension eetpg this matter of the discerning therd's
parousia,we do well to take heed of the parable of the ten virgins,
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which evidently was given to throw special light upon this point. That parable shows a false
announcement of the arrival of the Bridegroom in 1844, which brought to the subject
considerable reproach, but which nevertheless was of great advantage, as stirring up the “virgin”
class (the pure, the consatzd) to fresh trimming of the lamp of truth—investigating the sure
word of prophecy. The parable shows, also, that the “virgins” in general fell asleep, yet,
nevertheless, in due time all would be reawakened by the prophetiking and the knocking

of the signs of the times which indicate the Brigegn's presenceAnd the parable shows that

the result will dependpon how much oil (holy spirit) the “virgins” may have in their vessels (in
their own hearts), as well as in their lamps (the Scriptures). Applying this parable, then, we may
reasonably suppose that some of the Lord’s true people have temporarily fallen asleep on this
subject of his seand coming, and that the sleeping ondkimclude some who have his spirit in

their hearts, and who Will be fully ready to welcome the Master when they shall awake, and
whose lamps will be duly trimmed aibdirning and ready to enable thendiscern the signs of

his parousiawhen once their attention Bought to the subgt. In harmny with this we find

that many who geawakeon this subjechow come into the clear light of present truth much
more rapidly than did some in the past doubtless padtalise present truth can now be
presented to them more concretely than everbehrough the printed page. It is in the interest

of this true “virgin” class that we now write we have no desire to awaken the worldly; this
knocking of the prophecies announcing Baousiais not
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for them—besides, the worldly are so soundly asleep thall itequire the terrific crashing of
present institutions and earthquake shakings of social revolution to thoroughly awaken them to a
realization of thepresenceof the great Judge—Immanuel. The true Watchers on the cgnfra

they slumber at all, sleep lightly, being on tnaé vive of expectancy anthope for the long-
waited-for Bridegroom. We would merely whisper in the ears of this class the one word,
“Parousid” assured that all true Watchers (and not tleed_aloneknoweththem that are his)

will be aroused by that word, and trim their lamps on the subject.

Is the question asked,—What portions of the sure word of prophecptedhat thgpresenceof

our Lord began in the Autumn of 1874? We answer that there are several lines of prophecy
which interlace andarroboiate each other in this testmy; but, as might be egpted, since the

entire matter was to be hiddéom the world, and “none of the wicked,” but only the “wise” are

to understand (Dan. 12:10), and these wise only to understand when the due time would come,—
for these reasons, it must be evident to all that these prophecies, while clear and forcible and
positive, are nevertheless somewhader coverWe cannot herattempt to give a complete and
comprehensive statement of thgsephecies; that has already been done in six volumes
aggregating three thousand pages.* Here we can only give a brief resume, leaving it for the true
Watchers to seek that they may find;kimock if they would have the door of divine revelation
opened to them; to use the keys which God has provided, if they are interested in penetrating into
“the

* SCRIPTURE STUDIES, VOLS. |.-VI.
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deep things” of the divine Word, nodueto be understood; teat of the meat of present truth,
“things new and old,” if they hunger and thirst after righteousness ankihiougedge.

“IN THE DAYS OF THESE KINGS.”

(1) We have a number of general propheciescatdtig that we are living inbeut the time of the
Master’s second presence. We have already referred to Daniel’s testimaestingsfthe time

of the end.” in which many W run to and fro, and acknowledgellwe increased, and the wise
understand, and which the time of trouble follows. Then we have the inspired dream of
Nebuchadnezzar, and its inspired interpretation by Daniel, showing the earthly governments
which would bear rule over the earth;—during the interim between the overthrow of the typical
Kingdom of God, whose last kingtsing upon the throne of David was Zedekiah, and the
installation of the true King, Emmanuel, in his Millennial Kingdonorgl These different
governments of earth are here pictured as a great image; Nebuchadnezzar’'s government, the first
universal empire of earth, being represented by the head of gold; the Metro-Persian Empire,
which according to history, was the second universal empire, is here shown as the breast and
arms of silver; the Grecian empire, which overthrew the Persian, and became the third universal
empire, is represented by the belly and thighs of brass; the Roman empire, which succeeded the
Grecian, and constituted itself the fourth universal empire of earth, was represented in the image
by the legs of iron—strong egedingly; and the later development of the same Roman empire
with the inter-mixture



27 At His Second Advent.

of papal influence is represented in the image by the feet, which were partly(civil
government), and partly of clay (ecclesiastical government—Rap&ltcese were to constitute

the sum total of Gentile dominion; and “in the days of these kings” (represented by the ten toes
of the image), Jehovah God himself would establish his Kingdom—the very Kingdom for which
we pray, Thy Kingdom come!”

We are all witnesses that the heavenly Kingdom has not yet come,—that we arelstilthe
dominion of “the prince of the world"—the prince of darkness. All the efforts to prove to us that
the greedy and bloody governments of Christendom, so-called, are the Kingdom for which we
prayed, and were taught to pray, could not prevaill we could never recognize these as
Immanuel’'s Kingdom they are only the kingdoms established by Anticl@tstisStendont. The

true Kingdom waits for establishment at the hands of him whose right it is; and he has promised
that, when he sits upon his throne, all his faithful ones, the “little flock” of the Gospel age, shall
sit in that throne with him, and be associates in the work and in the honor of blessing the world.

The Church is not negtted in the picture of earthly dominion given to Nebuchadnezzar, and
interpreted by the /®®phet Daniel. She is shown therein as a stone taken out of the mountain
without hands (by divine power). This stone represents God’s Kingdom (Christ and the Church),
and the inspired dream and explanation show that the disaster which shall come to the kingdoms
of this world, represented in the image and in the toes of its feet, would come
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through the imact or smiting of the image by the stone. Daniel says “A stone was cut out,
which without being in hands, smote the image uponeeis f . . Then was theon, the clay, the
brass, the silver and the gold broken intecpis together, and became like the chaff of the
summer threshing floor, and the wind carried them away thatate ptafound for them and

the stone that smote the image became a great mountain [kingdom], and filled the whole earth.”

The explanation is that— “The great God hath mkdewn to the king [and ind#ctly more
particularly to the Watchers] what shall come to pass hereafterthése daysf these kings

shall the God of heaven set up a kingdom which shall never be destroyed, and the kingdom shall
not be left to other people; [it shall have no successors, for the otlieadl ive destoyed] it

shall break in pieces and consume all these kingdoms, and it shallfstewndr.” Here is a
prophecy which gives a full deation of the empires of earth, to which God granted dominion
during the interim between the removal of the typical crown from his typical kingdom, and the
institution of the crown of righteousness and glory upon the true King in the inauguration of the
Kingdom of Heaven.

Even the surface evidences are that human empire has neaitg course, and that heavenly
empire is needed to deliver the world from its own selfishness. But the sure word of prophecy, if
carefully scrutinized by the Watcher, reveall store. It shows that the next universal empire,

will be the kingdom of @d’'s dear Son, and further the interestiagtfthat the total lease of
power to the Gentiles, is in the Scriptures
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known as “the times of the Gentiles;” and that these “times” are seven times, aaddhadif

the seven times is a period of three hundred and sixty years, and that consequently the complete
period of the seven times is 2520 years. HenceMh&chers may rémn that Gentile rule will
terminate and Immanuel’s rule be fully set u2820 years from the time the Lord removed the
diadem from Zedekiah, saying “Oh thou profane and wicked prince, . . . take off the diadem,
remove the crown; | will oveurn, overturn, overturn it, until he comes whose right it is, and |

will give it unto him.” The period of oveutning of the Lord’s typical Kingdom and the removal

of the crown must correspond to the period of the lease of empire to the Gentiles and be 2520
years. And measuring this period, we find that 2520 yedrexpire with the close of the year

1914, A. D. and consequently that by that time Gentile ruleb& no more while @d’s
Kingdom will then hold sway.

But the scrutinizing Watcher illvreadily perceive that it is one thing tohow the time when
earthly dominion shall cease, and give place tatmpletedkingdom of God, while it would be

a totally different matter t&now when the “stone” Kingdom would begin to smite the image
upon its €et, preparaty to its destruction. This period of smiting of the image, whidtgdes

its destruction, must alsogwede the full establishment ob®s Kingdom to ill the whole earth.
This smiting period is the period of tiparousig the period in which Christ is present, gathering
his “jewels,” his “elect,” and it which heilvsmite the nations with theod of iron and with the
two-edged sword of his mouth, dashing them in pieces as a potter’s
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vessel, and preparing mankind for the royal majesty of the heakenhshe Watchers note
critically the Prophet Daniel's explanation that itlvbe “in the daysof these kings” (the
kingdoms represented in the feet and toes of the image—the divisions of Papal Rome) that the
God of heaven wiket uphis kingdom. God began the selection of his Kingdom class in the days
of Civil Rome—represented by the legs of iron he has continued #wigelever since, and

the setting upor bringing of his Church (Kingdom) into power comes toward the close of Gentile
power, but before it ends; for it is to b the day®f these kings” and not after their days. Now
note the similarity of thex@ressions “in the days of the Son of man” and “in the days of these
kings,” and give both the same significance and remember that, as we have provernl| beey w
the same days-days before the lease of Gentile power expires, in which the Son of ithae w
present to et up his Kingdom, which shall a little later destroy all these Gentile kingdoms.

TYPICAL ISRAEL’S EXPERIENCES WERE PROPHETIC.

(2) Take another line of prophecy, cealed, and yet very simple and easypygraciation when

once the mind grasps it. The Scriptures show us that the fleshly house of Israel and all of its
institutions and affairs were typical foreshadowings of the spiritual house of Israel, and its higher
institutions, better sacrifices, etc. It need not tfweeg surprise us to find that the length of the
Jewish age—the length of the divine favor to fleshly Israel,—was typical also, and that it gives us
theexact measurement the Gospel
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age,—God'’s dealings with and favor toward spiritual Israel.

Jacob’s name was changed to Israel, which signifies “A Prince with God,” and his descendants
were therefore termed Israelites—the people of the Prince with God. But the antitype of Jacob is
Christ, the true Prince with God, not after the flesh, but after the spirit; and his house is spiritual
Israel. Jacob’s twelve sons first inherited his name and blessing, and through them it descended to
all the fleshly house of Israel Christ's twelve Apostles inherited his name and blessings, and
through them it has descended to all the spiritual house of Israel. As the typical house had a high
priest, Aaron, so the antitypical house haseatgr high priestChrist Jesus our Lord, the high

priest of our profession. As the fleshly house had a priesthood under Aaron, so the spiritual house
has “a royal priesthood” under Christ, to whom the promise is made that they shall be kings and
priests unto God, who shall reign on the earth, after their present tsaerdicingis ended. So

we might proceed with everything that fleshly Israel had and findujdicate on a higher plane,

in spiritual Israel, but we will not go intcethils here suffice it to notice further that the Jewish

age or period of fleshly Israel’'s favor ended with a “harvest” period of forty years. This began
with our Lord’s baptism, lasted three and a half years, restianal test, and when that nation

was rejected at the time otir Lord’s crucifixion, the harvest work proper began—a separation

of the wheafrom the chaff—a time of gathering out thatered nation such as were “Israelites
indeed,” previous to the great time of trouble which came upon the nation
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and which utterly destyed their national polity A.D. 70. All of this is likened to a “harvest”
season, and its first garnering of theeahand subsequebtirning of the chaff. And our Lord

gives instructions to us (Matt3) that this Gospel age of spiritual Israel's favdl ikewise end

with a harvesting time, gathering the wheat together and ultimatelsogesgt the tares. In the
harvesting of the fleshly house our Lord, in the flesh, was the Chief reaper, and his Apostles were
co-laborers in the harvesting of the spiritual house our Lord, a spirit being, iptedantas the

Chief Reaper, and members of the spiritual house are to be also reapers.

Now note the time correspondencies. The Jewish age, frometitt df Jacob to the death of
Christ, was 1845 years long—to the beginning of our Lord’s ministry 1841% years long. Notice
how the Gospel age corresponds to this. The Gospel age did not begin with our Lord’s birth it
began after our Lord’sehth and ragrecton, when he ammissioned his disciples tqfeach

the Gospeto every creature.” (Our Lord’s previous work during the three and a half years of his
ministry was the offering of the Kingdom to the fleshly house, to test them, and to prove that
they were unready to receive the true Kingdom.) Applyingftinegoing measurements of the
Jewish age to the Gospel age, beginning it at the time of our Ladth @nd resrection and

the Pentecostal blessing, in the Spring A3B. we find that the period of 1841% years from the
death of our Lord’s ministry, would measure from the Spring of A.D. 33 to the
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Autumn of 1874; and the 1845 years of the Jewish age, fronettd df Jacob to the rejection

of fleshly Israel, applied here, measuring from the Spring of A.D. 33, weatthrto the Spring of

1878; and the 1881Y years from theath of Jacob to the full destruction of Israel's polity in
A.D. 70, finds it correspondence in this Gospel age by measuring 1881%% years from the Spring of
A.D. 33, which would bring us extly to (Autumn)1914 A.D.—the very year and time shown us

by Daniel's prophecy to be the full end dmdit of the “Gentile times.” Can this baccidental?

Nay; it is design. What stronger testimony could be asked by the eye and ear of faith. Surely,
anything plainer or clearer would be sight and leave no room for faith.

THE JUBILEE PROPHECY.

(3) Note another prophecyinslarly hidden in type in the Mosaic law-Israel’'s Jubilee Year. No

one is prepared to understand this line of prophecy who has not first learned that the second
coming of our Lord is not for the purposes of destroying the world, but for the purpose of
blessing it according to the promise made to Abraham, “in thy Seedahile families of the

earth be blessed,”—with the favors lost in Adam. Thetlebes offered toall and will be made
perpetual to those who wiiccept them on the terms of the n€avenant. None can see any
beauty or typical significance in Israel's Jubilee who have not learned that God has provided
“times of restitution of all things” which are beginin connection with the sead advent of the
Redeemer.—See Acts 3:19-23.

We find that Israel's Jubilee years, in which every person and family had restored to them every
lost possession
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and all personal liberties, was intended to be a type of the coming time of restitution, when a full
opportunity forattaining freedonfrom sin and from &an, and from the hereditary weakness of
the flesh shall be presented to all, and when the earth shall again revert to the human family in
general, for whom it was eated, andor whom it was redeemed by Christ, after being lost
through Adam’s transgression. We find that the Scripturesateli in onnection with these
Jubilees, a system of counting by multiples; and that a Jubilee, of Jubilees, or fifty times fifty
years (2500 years) constitutes a&rJubilee cycle and that such a cycle begarotmtcafter
fleshly Israel had observed her last typical Jubilee. We find from the Scriptures that Israel's
nineteenth Jubilee year was her last, in the Be@r 626. Knowing that the Jubilee was a part of
the Law, and that no feature of that Law, not one jot or title, can pass away wé&hohing a
fulfilment or antitype, we measure the cycle of the&rJubilee2500 years from theade when

the last typical Jubilee was kept, 626 B. C., and &indordingly that thentitypical Jubilee or

Great Jubilee of Jubileebauld have begun in October, 1874. Thus,—625 years B. C. plus 1875
years A.D. are 2500 years, which would include the Jupéee consequently, with the end of

the year 1874, Jewish time, October, the antitypical Jubilee of 1,000 yeaedimgone year

was due to begin.

Watchers Wi note carefully the orrespondency of thisate, and the character of the event to be
expected, with the finding of our previous examinations
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this age was due to begin, and when the Lord himself, as the Chief Reapeatyevas be

present The only thing necessary to connect this Jubpeaphecy with the others is the
statement of the Apostle Peter in Act&13:which shows that our Lord must peesent(at his

second advent) at the beginning of the times of restitution of all things, and as already seen, these
restitution timesre the Antitypicalubilee timesypified by Israel's Jubilees. Thus we have two

very simple but clear and very important lines of Scripture testimony whictatedclearly that

the parousiaof our lord was due to begin in October,1874, and both show us trectdranof the

work which we should exgxt would be irprogress during the time of sesencepreceding his

open manifestation to the world, his epiphaniaapiskalupsis.

THE DAYS OF WAITING ARE FULFILLED.

(4) Take another line of prophecy we find that the 1260 days, and the 1290 days, and the 1335
days, so particularly set forth in Daniel's prophecy, and coredbdrin Revelatin, have had
fulfilments,—the1260 days ending in 1799, the 1290 days ending in 1829, and the 1335 days
ending in 1874. Our friends known as “Second Adventists” were wont to use these “days of
Daniel,” and once applied them as we do here but they abandoned them after 1874 passed anc
they failed to see Jesus with their natural eyesight, in a body of flesh and with Calvary’s scars.
They have dropped these “days of Daniel's” entiredgduse they find no way of applying them

which would prolong them beyond 1874. The fault is not with the days nor with thecampii

as above; but
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with the wrong things exgeted. They, in common with others wiook for the Second Advent,
err in expecting that the Gospel age which has been a spirit and faith ep@ctdwith a flesh
and sight deteriorain—in expecting that the spiritual kingdom of Sataiil Wwe followed by a
fleshly kingdom of Christ. But th&Vatchers amongst the Adventists as well as in other
denominations, are getting the eyes of theiderstanding opened by the anointing of the
promised eyesalve.—Rev. 3:18.

It was concerning this last period that the angel declared to the Prophet, “Oh, the blessedness of
him that waiteth, and cometh to the 1335 days. . . Thou shalt rest and stand in thy lot at the end
of the days.” What blessedness? We answer, a joy of heart and rejoicing to the Watchers is what
is here intimated. It is since this date, Octoli&74, where Daniel's 1335 days in#ited that a

great blessing would beginvhere the Jubilee types indicated that tstitution of all things

would begin (which implies the second presence of theagrRestong, and where the
parallelism of the two houses of Israel shows that the second presence of our therdsasat

Reaper is duefrom this chte a great blessidgs coméo the Watchers. Sindbenthe Word of

God has opened before us in a most marvelous manner.tisarabe sure word of prophecy as

a lamp to ourdet has shown us many evidences that we are in the end of the agéh&Sinlce

day-star has been rising in the hearts of the Watchers, aiidimasatedour minds, releasing us

from the terrible nightmare of error refiting eternal torment, revealing to us the true character

of our Heavenly Father, making plain to us the necessity
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of the great atonemefur sin, and showing us distinctly the ebj of the permission of evil and
revealing, one by one, various features of the divine plan,—the Hhlgigad the Church of the

divine nature, and to joint-heirship with Christ in higlidhnial Kingdom and the resulting
blessing of restitution to human perfectiomn the world of mankind in general. Ah yes! all who

have been brought “out of darkness into this marvelous light” can apiaebe wrds of the

angel, and heartily say, Blessed are our ears, for they hear, and our eyes, for they see, for many
prophets and many righteous persons have desired to know these things, and have not known
them.

(5) We might refer to other prophecies and types in the Scriptures, which show that we are living
in the “harvest” time of this age, in tiparousiaof the Son of Man, but our apeforbids. The

fact that this world, as he predicted, continues in its usuaise,eating, drinking, planting and
building, etc., ancknows notof his presence, so far from being an evidence against these
prophetic testimonies, quite to the contrary, shows us that thienéulf is coming, just as the
Master predicted that the day of therd, the day of his presence, has come upon the world as a
thief in the night, secretly, quietly, stealthiyynknown;—the only ones favored with a
knowledge of events transpiring on the other side of the veil beingvdtehers o, if they

have slumbered at all, have nevertheless maintained a waiting attitude of reé&olindss
announcement,—

‘BEHOLD THE BRIDEGROOM”

This is the announcement which we are now giving—Not, Behold, the Bridegromath but
“Behold
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the Bridegroom!” already here, present, knocking gently with the prophecies to arouse the
Virgins, but not to arouse the world. (Rev. 3:20.) This is the reading of the oldest Greek
Manuscripts, which omit¢ometh’ Our Lord says, “If any man hear my voice [knock] and open

the door, | will come in tohim and sup witthim.” This message to the present Laodicean phase

of the Church, intirates very clearly(1) that the “knock” and “vaie” will be inaudible to
natural ears, and heard only by the ears of the understanding, the hearing of faith; (2) that it will
not be a denominational knock (as to Adventists, Presbytegam$, but (3) that it W be a

knock that must be heard individually and responded to individually— “any man” who hears the
“knock” or “voice,” if he so vills, mayexercise faittand open the door of his understanding and
realize his Lord’s second presence.

The man who never hears the “knock” is not counted worthy to hear it. But those who hear are
evidently not compelled to respond andatixept the presenitnocking King hence he sayi$,

the hearing onepen the doarl will come in. However, only those who recognize tkadck”

and who respond and by faith open to the Lord augive him as theipresentKing—only

these are to have the great blessing of spimaatishment—the feast of ‘@at in due seas,”

“things new and old,” which the master promised to provide at that time, to strengthen the
faithful for the judgments, trails, testings and siftings which must “begin with the house of God.”
“I will come in to him and sup with him and he with me,”—Compare Rev.3:20, and Luke 12:37.
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As therefore we softly whisper—"Behold the Bridegroom!” it is not with any hope of arousing
the world to faith in the Lord’s presencetc. They are not worthy tknow and would only
misuse the knowledge now. By and by, in the Lord’s due time, they shall know—in the period of
the epiphaniaandapokalupsiof the Son of man. They will be awakened by theagrcrash of

the day of trouble. We do, however, pronaity the message, “Behold the Bricegn
[present]!” with the confident exgetation that all who are of the “Virgin class (tpere, the
justified and consecrated),jiMbe permited to hear the messagelll we aoused by it, and will

trim their lamps (examine the Scriptures, investigate the subject), and find the message true,
before-the “door is shut” and theegit touble begun. We well know, however, from the Lord’s
prophetic parable, that among those whid be aroused to investigation, thereillhbe two
classes, because there are both wisefaolish “Virgins."—The wise are those who have not
only consecrated their all to theottd, but who are livingaccordingly,—not unto sin, nor unto
self, nor unto sctarianism, but unto theokd these, as intiated in the parable, ilvfind no
difficulty in trimming their lamps and recognizing tlpgesenceof the Bridegroom. But the
foolish Virgins, overcharged with the cares of this life, or the deceitfulness of riches (wealth,
reputaton, influence etc.),wll not have within themselves (“in their vessels”) @ fisiency of

the oil (holy spirit); and consequently theylwe unable to get the light in time to go in with the
wise virgins before the ett number shall be completed, and do®r of opportunity to become

part of the Bride of Christ, shall forever
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close. True, they willdter obtain the oil shown in the parable, but too late to be of the “little
flock” who shall be accounted worthy to share the Kingdom and to escape the great time of
trouble coming upon the world the foolish virgindl ise obliged to passitough the trouble with

the world, and will share thus in its distress, represented in the parable byrtise ‘waling and
gnashing of teeth.”

PAROUSIA IN THE NEW TESTAMENT.

The wordparousiaoccurs in the following text of the New Testament, in each of whidtoitld
be properly translated “presence:"—

“What shall be the sign of thyresenc@”—Matt. 24:3.
“So shall also the@resencef the Son of Man be."—Matt. 24:27, 37, 39.
“They that are Christ’s at hgresencé—1 Cor. 15:23.

“What is our hope, or joy, or crown of rejoicing? Are not even ye, presented before our Lord
Jesus Christ at hresenc@—1 Thes. 2:19.

That “he may establish your hearts unblamable in holiness before the Lord, even our father, at
the presencef our Lord Jesus Christ."—1 Thes. 3:13.

“We which are alive and remain unto theesenceof the Lord shall not hinder them which are
asleep.”—1 Thes.4:15.

“Be preserved blameless unto fhresenceof our Lord Jesus Christ."—1 Thes 5:23.

“Now we beseeclyou, brethren, by theresenceof our Lord Jesus Christ, and our gathering
together unto him.”—2 Thes. 2:1.
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“Be patient, therefore, brethren, unto firesenceof the Lord.”—James 5:7.

“Be ye also patient, stablish your hearts, for phesenceof the Lord draweth nigh,"—James
5:8.

“There shall come in the last days scoffers [in the Church] walking after their own lusts [desires],
and saying, Where is the promise of fniesenc@”—2 Pet. 3:3, 4.

The wordparousiais properly translated (“presence”) in 2 Cor. 10:10, and Phil. 2:12.

EPIPHANIA IN THE NEW TESTAMENT.

The Greek workepiphaniasignifiesbright shiningor manifestationit is rendered “appearing”
and “brightness,” and occurs as follows:—

“Keep this commandment without spot unrebukable untibftfeearingof our Lord Jesus Christ,
which in his times he shall show who is the blessed and only potentate, the King of kings and
Lord of lords.”—1 Tim. 6:14, 15.

“I charge thee, therefore, before God and the Lord Jesus Christ, who shall judge the quick and
the dead at higppearingand his Kingdom.—2 Tim. 4:1.

“There is laid up for me a crown of righteousness which he shall give me at that day and not to
me only, but unto all them also that love &ygpearing’—2 Tim. 4:8.

“Looking for that blessed hope and the glori@ppearingof the great God and Savior Jesus
Christ."—Titus 2:13.

“Then shall that Wicked One be exposed, whom the Lord shall consume with the spirit of his
mouth, and shall destroy with tbeightnesqepiphania—bright
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shining] of his cominggdarousia—presence].”—2 Thes. 2:8.

APOKALUPSIS IN THE NEW TESTAMENT.

The Greek wordapokalupsisandapokaliptosignify revealment, uncovarg, urveiling @s of a

thing previously present but hidden). The name of the last book of the Bible is from the same
root—Apocalypse or RevelatiorApokalupsisis renderedrevealed, revelatin, appearing,
comingandmanifestationin the following text which relate to theotd’'s secongresenceand

power and glory, as these shall be made known,—uncovered or revealed to the world. Many of
these texts also show that when he shall thus be revealed, his Cliubeshwith the Lord and

be revealed or manifest at the same time and in the same manner

“Thus sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory which shall be
revealedin us."—Rom. 8:18.

“Rejoice, in as much as ye are partakers of Christ's sufferings; that when his glory shall be
revealed ye may be glad also with exceeding joy."—1 Pet. 4 13.

“An inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not away, reserved in heaven for
you, who are kept by the power of God through faith unto salvation readyrevéaledin the
last time."—1 Pet. 1:4, 5.

“A partaker of the glory that shall bevealed’—1 Pet. 5:1.
“Every man’s work shall be madeanifestfor the day shall declare it, for it shall bevealedby

fire.” 1 Cor. 3:13.) Here the reference evidently is to the testings of the Lord’s people during the
period of
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his presence in the end of the age. The Apostle’s words thus agree with our Lord’s prophecy of
the same testings, saying that “there is nothing covered that shall noevbaled—
uncovered.—Luke 12:2.

“Hope to the end for the gce that is to bbrought unto you at theevelationof Jesus Christ.”—
1 Pet. 1:13.

“The Lord Jesus shall beevealed from heaven in flaming fire [judgments against all
unrighteousness], taking vengeance.”—2 Thes. 1.7, 8.

“So that ye come behind in no gift; waiting for the comiagdkalupsis-revealment] of our
Lord Jesus Christ.”—1 Cor. 1:7. [The Lord’s peopldél need to keepactive, watching and
waiting for the geat blessing until the manifestationrevealmenbf the Lord; but ifWatchers,
they shall be made aware of his presepegqusig and the work of “harvest” beforehand and
share in the revealment.]

“That the trial of your faith. . . might be found unto praise and honor and glory applearing
[apokalupsis—revealmdnif Jesus Christ.”—1 Pet. 1:7.

“For the earnest expectation of the creature [madjkiwateth for the manifestation
[apokalupsis—revealif@f the sons of God [the church].”—Rom. 8:19.

“The same day that Lott went out of Sodom it rained fire and brimstone out of heaven, and
destroyed them all. Even thus it shall be in the day when the Son of mareaed. (Luke

17:29, 30.) That is to say, the judgments of the coming “time of trouble” aci@eadvl begin

soon as the “salt of the earth,” the saints, have all been changed; and thus the Sonilbbman w
revealedapresent Judgevho
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already had for some time been present sealing and gathering his “elect.”

PRESENCE GRADUALLY REVEALED.

Foregoing we drew the line of distinction betweengheousiaand theepiphaniaor apokalupsis

of our Lord quite sharply, to assist the reader in noting their difference of cagnifi. As a
matter of fact, however, theright shining of the present Orne due to begin shortly after the
parousiabegins; and again as at the first advent it will be true that “the Light shineth in the
darkness, and the darkness comprehendeth it not.teNrealingof the Lord’s presence begins
with the faithful of the Church speedily, and gradually extend to the world in general. Up to the
time when the strength of the trouble breaks forth, only the faitWatchers discern the
parousig and only by them can the bright-shining of the Lord’s presence be aiprecio
these the bright-shining of the Lord’s presence, the increasdnby of the light of truth
respecting the \Wrd and chacter and plan of God is an ever increasing joy and pleasure thus it
is that “ye, brethren, are not in darkness,” but know in advance that its tribulalicoome

upon the world as travail upon a woman,—1 Thes. 5:3, 4.

While the revealment of our Lord’s presence tiluminates the hearts of his faftil ones as the
Day-star (2 Pet. 1:19) and causes them to understand, and not be in darkness with the world in
respect to his plans, present and future, the bright-shining of adlesLpresence shall affect
nominal Christians, and the civilized world in general also, but in a totally
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different manner, for the chaater ofChrist’s “harvest” work, during this period of his presence,

is such as to cause a general opening of eyes along the lines of justice and injustice, righteousnes:
and sin, the rights of mankind and the wrongs of mankind. The light which has been shining out
for the past twenty years, is awakening the world to a realization of its rights and its wrongs, to a
realization that the earth belongs to mankind in general and not exclusively to a few who have
seized it and fenced it. This same light is exposing the corruption and falsity of many long-
venerated theories and institutions, monarchical, religious, political and financial. It was in
reference to this light of his presence at the second advent that our Lord declared that this day of
his presencewould bring to light the hidden things of darkness, and make manifest the secret
counsels of the heart,—for there is nothing hidden that shall not be uncovered. (Luke 8:17.) And
in this connection let it not be ovedked that the Apostle declares thate®i’'s power to deceive

the world through Antichrist is to be consumed by “tieght-shining [epiphanid of his
presencgparousigd.”—2 Thes. 2:8.

Thus seen the bright-shining of theesentOne is causing great joy to the hearts of thdnfialit

who wait patiently for him and the deliverance which he has promised, but the bright-shining, as
it affects the worldly, has the effect of quickening their seffisipensities, producing discontent,

and is thus preparing the world for thear dimax of catastophe, predited in the Vérd of the

Lord, as the consummation of this age;—the overthrow of all the governments and institutions of
this present order of things in anarchy,—
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“a time of trouble such as was not since there was a nation.”

We noticed that it was predict@800 years ago, through the Prophet Daniel thathe days of

these kings the representatives of théourth universal empire, Romeecclesiastically
conglomerated, shown in the feet and toes of the image, the God of heaven would cause the
Kingdom of God to smite the image upon ief. to utterly crush it; and that it would be after
smiting the image that God’s Kingdom, represented by the stone, would esatxagrd ifl the

whole earth. As we have just shown, we are now in this time in which the Kingdom of God is
exerting its force against the kingdoms of this world the King himself is present, must be present
before he could destroy present kingdoms and take their power; he is already exerting the
influences which will eventate in their destruction; and he is prepared, backed by all the power
of God, to quickly establish upon their ruins his own glorious Kingdom, consisting of himself the
King, and his faithful ones of the Gospel Church as his Bride and joint-heir.

The influence exerted by our present Lord, the Light, the Truth, is already breaking the power of
ignorance and superstition, which for long centuries has held the masses of mankind in
subserviency to Papacy; and the same bright-shining is likewise dissolving the lighter shackles of
ignorance and error forged for their faithful by the varicests of Protestantism. Ultimately all
superstition and false reverence will be dissolved, and false institutions will fall, and then will be
manifest the fact that error and falsehood and fear never truly sanctify the heart,—
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and the world of mankind being released from itsibigrto fear will speedily manifest its true
character of selfishness and ungodliness, and will speedily precipitate the great trouble predicted.

But it would be a mistake to suppose that pla@ousia of our Lord is merely or chiefly in
connection with the world and its preparatfonthe chaos of the present order of things. On the
contrary, the chief work of the Lord during this period of pasousiais for and in conection

with his Church. As we saw above, he foretold that on his returnilh@rst reckon with his
servants, to whom he entrusted the pounds and talents, before manifesting his wrath against evil-
doers in the trouble of this “day of vengeance,”—in the slaughter of all who would not have him
to reign over them. That slaughter time, in which all who will asctept the reign of
righteousness will be desyed from among the people (Acts 3:23), begins with the burning of
the “tares” in the end of this age, when there shall be grealble “weeping and gnashing of
teeth;” and to some extent itllcontinue tiroughout the Mlennial Age for all the way to the

very last (Isa. 65:20; Acts 3:23; Rev. 20:8, 9) all who wilfully oppose the Lord will perish.

The Kingdom which we are expecting, and which we believe is n@noitess of establishment,

and is soon to smite the kingdoms of this world and to supplant them, is not an earthly kingdom,
but a heavenly one, not a fleshly kingdom, but a spiritual one, not a kingdom which will be visible
to the natural eye, but an invisible yet powerful kihngdom. We find nothing in the Scriptures to
corroborate the thought entertained
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by some that this Gospel age having begun in the spirit is to @témim a reign oChrist and his
Church in the flesh with an earthly thromé¢¢. Quite to the contrg, the King and his joint-heirs,

the Church, as spirit beingsijlvhave a spiritual empire, tho their sabjs to whom they will

offer the blessings of the restitution purchased at Calvdirpavmen in the flesh, whose highest
hope and ambition ¥ be restitutionto the grand perfection of the human nature lost in Eden,
redeemed at Calvary,—an earthly image of the Heavenly Father. We hold that Christ and his
saints during the Mennial Age will be no more visible to mankind than is the Prince of this
world, Satan, whose associates in the misrule of the present evil world, the fallen angels, are
likewise invisible.

“THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN COMETH NOT WITH OBSERVATION.”

The Pharisees at the first advent made the mistake of supposing that the Kingdom, which Christ
proclaimed, would be a visible kingdom, composed of himself and his followers in the flesh and
seeing no army or other evidences of temporal power for the establishment of an earthly
kingdom, they thought to expose the hollowness of our Lord’s claims before his followers, by
asking him the question,—Whernlwyour Kingdom of God appear—wherillwve see it? Mark

well our Lord’s reply, which, if the Pharisees had understood it, might have been a great
revelation to them. He answered, “The Kingdom of God cometh not with observation.” How
strange they must have thought this answer! The Kingdom of God,
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then, would be a Kingdom which could not be observed or seen;—an invisible kingdom. But our
Lord continued the explanation and increased their perplexity by adding, “Neither shall ye say,
Lo here, or, Lo there.” Then our Lord gave the key to tlaten by adding, “Because the
Kingdom of heaven is [to be] in the midst of you.” That is to say, when the Kingdom of Heaven
shall come it will beamongstmankind, everywhere present but wholly invisible; so that they
cannot observe it with the natural eye, nor can they point it outcatelat, altho it Wi be
everywhere present amongst men, an omnipresent and omnipotent rule or reign of righteousness.
In our Common Version of the true thought is obscured by the words “within you,” which would
better be “amongou.” Anyone, however, can see that it could not have been our Lord’'s
intention to say that the Kingdom of God was then or ever would be within the hearts of the class
addressed, and which elsewhere he styled “hypocrites, whited walls and sepulchers, full of all
manner of corruption.”

“THAT WHICH IS BORN OF THE SPIRIT IS SPIRIT.”

We call to mind also our Lord’s explanation of spiritual things to Nicodemus, in which he
declared plainly that only those who are born again can either enter into or see the Kingdom of
God. (John 3:3, 6.) Nor does this merely refer tohibgettingof the spirit, as at consecration; it
includes also théirth of the spirit in resurreain— “born from the dead.” The Apostle Paul
gives the same assurance, saying, “Flesh and blood [human nature] cannot inherit the Kingdom
of God.” Hence he informs us that all those who
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shall be the sharers of that heavenly Kingdom must be “changed” from human or flesh conditions
to spirit conditions, from weakness to power, from animal to spiritual conditions.—1 Cor. 15:42-
44.

One matter which more than any other seems to hinder dh#sLpeople from grasping this
subject clearly is the prevalent but mistaken view which is entertained respectingithectes

of the dead. We shall not attempt to discuss this subject at length here, and we shall omit entirely
reference to the world’'s resurremti which wil be the human enditions, natureetc.; but it is
necessary that we notice something respecting “the first [chief, best, highesgactm, which
appertains only to Christ Jesus and the Church which is his body—the Kingdom class. These all
are sacrificers, who “present their bodies living sacrifices, holyaandptable to &l.” In view

of this sacrifice of thdauman naturethe gift of God to these in exchange ispiritual nature

and hence they are termed “new creatures.” Their exaltation in nature is very high lifted out of
the human nature, which is a little lower than that of angels (the lowest order of spirit beings)
they are to be exalted to the nature and likeness of their Lord, “far above angels, principalities
and powers,” and to be made partakers of the highest form of the spirit nature, namely, the divine
nature, with its wonderful peculiarity, namely, immortality, or inherent life.*—2 Pet.1:4.

The one point which more than any other seems to confuse the student of #i$ subpr
Lord’s resurrection. They note the fact that he appeared in a

* Send for our tract, “The Hope of Immortality,”—samples free.
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body of flesh and bones, after his resaton, and they therefore conclude that hit Isas a

body of flesh and bones bearing all the scars of Calvary; hence, in thinking of his second advent
they invariably expect to be another advent as a human being (in fleblore®), “a little lower

than the angels.” These expectations ameng, as we shall show from the Scriptures. Our Lord
after his resurrection was a spirit being, and his manifestations of himself to his disciples in
variousfleshly bodies, then, werenglar exactly to manifestations madeefore he became the

man Christ Jesyswhile he still possessed theogt which he had with the Father before the
world was,—the glory of a spirit being. For instance, are we not particularly told that the Lord
and two angels appeared as men in bodies of flesh and blood and bones, and in ordinary human
garb, to Abraham and Sarah? And the record is that “thegatidnd talk with Abraham.” On
another occasion theokd appeared to Moses, not in a body of flesh, but “as a flame of fire” in a
bush which apparently burned, and from which he spoke to Moses. We contend that such a
power to appear in any kind of a body is a power which in the past was considerably used in
communicating the divine ivto mankind, and that it is only discontinued nowdause the

canon of divine revelation is congpé, so that in it the man of god toughly furnished unto

every good word and work, and needs no special message or revelations.—2 Tim. 3:17.

In reading the narrative of our Lord’s appearance to his disciples after hieosisarrthe fact
seems generally to be overlooked that he appeared only a few times, in all, and that these visits
were always brief,
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and that between these visits, after the day of his reswmetiiere were long periods of days

and weeks in which the disciples saw nothing of him. It is generally overlooked, also, that he
appeared in various forms, one of which was identical with the body that was cruafiadsbe

Thomas had said he would not believe unless he could have such a demonstration. Even then our
Lord rather upbraided Thomas, assuring him that there wab greater blessing in store for

those who ask not for such ocular demonstration. It is generallyttengihatnone of the world

ever saw our Lord after his reseiction, but merely his disciples, to whom, it is said, Bedwed

himself.” This was in harmony with hisagement made bere his eéath, “Yet a little while and

the world seeth meo more’—John 14:19.

The change of nature which our Lord experienced in his exdion was no less a step upward
from the earthly to the heavenly condition than was the change of nature which he experienced
at his birth a step downward from heavenly to the earthly condition, cdiledblinghimself,”

laying aside his glory. As he laid aside the glory of his spirit being to become a man, so he in turn
lay aside his humanity in deathander to assume the glory and dignity of the divine nature, “far
above.” Concerning the change which he experienced at hisaetmny the Apostle declares,

“God hathhighly exaltedhim. It should be manifest to all that, since our Lord left his rich
condition as a spirit being, and humbled himself amchime comparativelyoor in the taking of

the human nature, that this was for some particular reason ad,@nd that when that object
would be accomplished, the
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riches of the spiritual condition would be fully restored to him. Bueas, the general thought is

that our Lord Jesus not only is encumbered in heaven with a body of flesh, wholly unsuitable to
heavenly conditions, but in addition to this that body of flesh has all the marks of mental and
physical suffering which it received through contact with sin and sinners as our ransom price.

Such a view is dishonoring to the heavenly Father, for it should not be supposed that he would
tolerate a loss to all eternity on the part of his well beloved One, because ofhfigrags and
obedience to the divine will. The Scripture declaration is to the egnimamely, that our Lord

was “made flesh,” took upon him our naturior‘ the suffering of dath;” and noffor to be
encumbered with fleshly conditions to elernity. Besides, if our Lord must bear the scars of his
wounds to alleternity, the implication would be that his people would also bear all their
blemishes and scars to all eternity. Surely, if such were the divine arrangement, that which is
perfect would never coméor we should be encumbered with the impetfforever.—1 Cor.

13:10.

When we get the correct view of this matter, every difficulty and objection ceases. As the
Scriptures declare, so it was, “He was put to deaflesh he was quickeneid spirit.” “Tho we

have known Christ after tHéesh yet now henceforth know we him to more [so].” (2 Cor. 5:16.)

It was at his resurrection that he became therstddam— “ the last Adam, a quickening
spirit.” (1 Cor. 15:45.) “Now the Lord is thadpirit.” (2 Cor. 3:17.) After appearing to his
disciples under various peculiar conditions after his resurrection,
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various bodies, the Lord invariablyanisheg—as soon as he had comnuated to them the
approprate lessons, causing, as they declared, their heabtgtiowithin them. He appeared in
these various forms for two reasons:—

(1) They could besteceive his instructionsnder such conditions, whereas, if he had appeared to
them in the glory of his spirit being, and had performed a miracle upon their eyes by which they
could have discerned his spiritual glory, they would have been too much affrighted to have
benefited by what he would have said.

(2) They were dt natural men, not fully bedgten of the holy spirit, because Pentecost was not
yet come (John 7:39), and hence they were unprepared to understand spiritual things; “for the
natural man receiveth not the things of the spirit ofleither can he know [apprat] them,
because they are spiritually discerned.”

The Apostle Paul was the only one of the disciples who saw the Bsrte’ is. He tells us that

the Lord’s real spiritual presence, so far from being fleshly or human-like, shone with a
brightness “above the brightness of the sun at noonday.” Tleetefbon Paul's eyes was
serious, and, we may readily believe theeef§ remained with him to his dying day,
notwithstanding the miraculous removal of the callous scales, which permitted him to see, tho
indistinctly. Very evidently our Lord’s design was to edte his apostles up to thHeotight of his
resurrection being not timrmer conditionslimited by the flesh, but to newoaditions, in which

he (as he had already explained to Nicodemus)
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could come and go like the wind, and none could know whence he came nor whither he went; He
could appear in one body or in another body, or be present with them without their being aware
of it, just as “the angel of the Lord encampeth round about them that fear him,” yet is invisible to
them, because a spirit being.

“WE SHALL BE LIKE HIM, FOR WE SHALL SEE HIM AS HE IS.”

When the right conception of our Lord, in his glorified condition, is gained, and when the
Apostle’s statement is remembered, thaQfisirch shall be like him, and “see has he is’ it is
comparatively easy to understand that the entire glorified Chulidhevas invisible to the world

as the heavenly Father is, and as our Lord Jesus was after higasnyrand when it is
remembered that this Church constitutes the Kingdom of God, the “royal priesthood,” which is to
rule and bless the world during thellshnial age,our Lord’s words to the Pharisees are quite
intelligible,—"The Kingdom of God cometh not with obsereati—neither shall ye say, Lo here!

or, Lo there! for behold, the Kingdom of God is in the midst of you”—a present but invisible
authority, government, rule of righteousness.

THEY KNEW NOT THE TIME OF THEIR VISITATION.
—lLuke 19:44 ——

Our Lord reproved théeachers of Israel because they did not discern the signs of the times,
because they “knew not thiene of their visitaton.” His words imply that their ignorance was a
mark of carelessness and unworthiness, and of divine disfavor.
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He said “Ye can discern the face of the sky; how is it that paatadiscern the signs of the
times?” There was a reason, and the realization of that reason might have meant, to some at least
a correction of it—a drawing near to God to be taught of him. So now in the tiom@ abrd’s
second presence we find the world largely increasing in wisdom along the various lines, and
many hearts in perplexity and wonderment looking for those things which are coming upon the
world, their hearts failing therfor fear of the impending dissolution of the social structure in
anarchy, and yet none are so blind ex$jmg the times in which we live and the great changes
impending, as the leaders of religious thought.

They are blinded by their false theories. They have declared that the Lomahsissoon to his
Church is that she should convert the world into a Kingdom of God, and thus bring about the
reign of righteousness; and they are so determined that their theories must not fail that they
cannot see what is rapidly becoming apparent even to the worldly, namely, that the numbers
even nominally converted every year are increasing far less, propogiipnthan the natural
increase of the world’s population so that if they haiflions of years bfre them the
conversion could never be hoped for, but in the enahitibns of years trueChristianity could

not expect to claim as large a percentage as at present. Tloey alts® blinds them to the fact

that much of the increase of Church membership iilizeid lands is merelfor popularity’s

sake, and for the sake of worldly prosperity, social stanéiteg, and not the result of love for

God and righteousness, nor significant of a consecration
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to walk in the “narrow way” of self-denial, self-sacrifice, etc.

The worldly, therefore, we are really in atter ©ondition to discern the signs of the times than
many prejudiced nominal Christians. But none can see these things framueh&tandpoint
except as they take that standpoint, and it is only granted to those who are fully atedistxr
the Lord and who hearkened to his Word. These shall not be in darkness, theillLoot de
from them either his good purposes as eetp the blessing of theéhurch and subsequently of
the world, or his purposes resping the chastisement of the world in a great timemfbie,
preparatory to its blessing, after it has been humbled.

“THE DEAD IN CHRIST SHALL RISE FIRST.”

The chief work of our Lord during this “harvest” time, and especially in the forepart of it (when
he calls his faithful servants of the Gospel age and reckons with them and rewards them),
respects hi€hurch as a whole, and not merely its living members. And here we should note the
Apostle’s statement respecting this time armatkwHe informs us that the Lord’s dealings during

this harvest will be first withthe deadn Christ,” saying, “We which are alive and remain to the
coming [presence] of the Lord shall not prevenef@de] them which are asleep [those of the
Church already dead], . . .for the dead in Christ shall rise first.” Taking tdtisngent in
connection withour Lord’s parable, it means that the faithful sleepingeiatd wil be redoned

with, rewarded, resurrected, fbee the reckoning with and rewarding of the living members of
the Church begins. Accordingly,
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if it be true, as we have briefly presented it, foregoing,—that we are now living “in the days of
the Son of Man,” and that hjgresencebegan in the Autumn of 1874, then we should also
believe that the resurrection of the saints which “were asleep” was dueakngdkce at some

period not long after our Lordjzarousiabegan. And we are able to fix upon aeifor this with
comparative certainty, altho the entire matter is invisible to natural eyes and can be discerned
only with the eye of faith and by the light of our lamp, the Scriptures.

Our lamp, as we have already seen, shows us that the Jewish age was in every particular a patterr
or illustration of this Gospel age; and keeping this indnive can judge something resfing the

order of the divine arrangement in the “harvest” of this age, from the order of the divine
arrangement in the “harvest” of the Jewish age. Observing the Jewish age, we find that the first
three and a half years of their “harvest” were devoted to the simple announcement of the
master’s presence, and an offer to the nominal Church then living, and that they ended by the
rejection of the nominaChurch at the time of our Lord’sedth; and that afterward while their
nominal system of Church was ignored, the Israelites indeedoa#esl out of itinto fellowship

with the Lord, through his spirit. We note also, that it was at the very time of duioajof the

Jewish house that our Lord assumed before them typically his office of King, and rode upon the
ass as the King of the Jews and looking for the time when our Lord, in the end of the age, should
assume his full regal power and authority as the King of kings, we find it should be at the
corresponding
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date in this “harvest,” namely, in the SpringX&78. And as the first work of our Lord, after
taking the kingly office, in the typical “harvest,” was toa]jthe nominahouse of Israel, that he
might begin the work of gathering out of it the Israelites indeed, so we understand that in the
present harvest time the first work of our King is thectpn of the nominal Gospébuse of
sons,—to the intent that he may gather out of it the “wheat,” his “eloyi one end of the
ecclesiastical heavens to the other. (Matt324:This regction of the nominaChurch, and the

call of his people to “Come out of her,” we understand to be symbolically styled the fall of
Babylon, and the spewing out of Laodicea. See Rev. 3:16-20-22; 18 2-4.

Here, then, we have an indication of the time when the judgment obtlésservants was due

to begin represented in the parable by the King calling to himself his own servants to hear their
reports; and in the light of the Apostletmment just noticed, namely, that the livindl wot
precede those that are asleep, it is clear that at that time, fane thee reckoning with the living
began, “them that sleep,” “the dead in Christ,” were awakened, granted a part in the first
resurrecton—raised in glory, honor, power, spiritual bodies, invisible to mankind. Nor would the
resurrection of the spiribodies mcessitate any distbance of graveyards or tombstones, or
anything earthly. “That which is born of the spirit is spirit,” and as our Lord after hiseesarr

was invisible to the world, and invisible also to his Church (except as he miraculously manifested
himself), so with these they are invisible, nor is there any necessity for miraculous
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manifestation, nor has been made, neither is any expected. “We walk by faith, and not by sight.”

To all who understand thespessity for the sleep of the saints (namely, that it veaause the

call of the Church took pte béore the time divinely arranged for the establishment of the
Kingdom), it will seem eminentlyproper that the King shoulenmediatelyon taking office as

King, liberatefrom the prisonhouse ofedth his faiful followers, who during his absence
manifested their faithfulness, and for whom have been set aside crowns of righteousness, to be
given them at his return in power ancar gory. It would be unreasonable indeed to suppose
any prolonged delay of their resection, after our Lord takes to himself hisegt power and

begins his reign. We hold, therefore, that the restion of the dead i€hrist was due to take

place in the Spring of 1878.

Futhermore, we note a beautiful analogy here; for, thus considered, our Lord'sctsura few

days after his taking office as King in typical Israel corresponds to or parallels thec&sarof

the Church, “the body of Christ” a few days after his taking to himself honor and glory and
power as the King of nations in the Spring 1878. Not only so, but the Book of Revelation, in a
scene which belongs to that particular time and description of the opening of the “harvest” of this
Gospel age shows “one like unto the Son of Man, having on his head a golden crown and in his
hand a sharp sickle,” beginning the work of reaping the harvest of this age and there we find the
significant statement, “Blessed are the dead which die in theftardhenceforthyea,
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saith the Spirit, that they may rest from their labors, for their works follow them.”——Reuv.
14:13, 16.

This text has been so frequently misapplied by theologians that its true significance will be apt to
elude all who have not their senses exercised by reason of use, and who do not closely
discriminate. It signifies thatrom time to time of the beginning of the reaping of the “harvest” of

this age by the crowned reaper (the Spring of 1878) thdkrdeva wonderful blessing not
previously possible, upon the certain class described. From this partiatdaomvard those of

this particular class who die will be iared or blessed in a manner in which none of the
preceding members of this same class were blessed; namely, in that theirilll@athinterrupt

their works, which W continue right along, the kor and weariness aloreeasing, the work

itself continuing under more glorious and more favorable conditions.

This means that since 1878 the fully conaésd of the brd’s people, those who are coegly

“dead with him,” will notsleep in deathas has been necessary with all the preceding members
of the body of Christ throughout the Gospel age it means that from 1878 onward the dead who
die in the Lord wi in the moment of dying experience their “change,” or share in the first
resurrecton—in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, pass from mortalityntaortality, from
weakness to power, from dishonor to glory, from natural to spiritual condition.

It is to this that the Apostle referred when he said, “Behold, | show you a mystery; we shall not
all sleep but we shall all behangedin a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump.”
To our understanding,
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the last trump, the seventh of the series of symbolical trumpets. began in 1874, just before our
Lord took to himself his grat power and began its exercise—began his reignoutsdsis to
continue until the close of the Millennial Age, a thousand years.

This “change” in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, that is to occur to the living members of
the body of Christ W indeed be a momentary change as eesp each individual after he shall
have rendered his accounts before teagKing, and been accepted of him as a joint-heir in the
Kingdom; but it does not imply that all of these will be changed in a moment. Quite to the
contrary, the judging of the living members of the Church, the going in of the wise virgins in the
end of this age, will be a graduabxk, and has already been in progress for twenty years, and is
not yet finished. It will include the regtion of the foolish virgins,” and the utter casting out of

any who may take off the “wedding garment” of Christ’s righteousness, as shown in one of the
parables.

Thus we see that immexdely after this taking of the crown in the Spring1&78, our Lord
gathered to himself those of his saints, “his jewels,” who had already been polished and fitted and
prepared, and whslept awaiting the time for the establishment of the Kingdom; and that since
then, one by one, his faithful saints of the same class of “jewels” are being gathered to himself, as
they finish their course. But as it wasaessary that our Redeemer should not only coaisehbrs

life to death, but that he showdtually die, so it is necessary tleatery member of theody of
Christshall not only consecrate himself to be dead with him, but that each also shall actually die.
They are already
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reckoned dead, but this is not sufficient; our Lord’s words are, “Be thou faithfubeaty and

| will give thee a crown of life,” and again, “Blessed are the dead in & [teckonedly dead,
consecrated unto ddgtdyingfrom henceforth.” So also it had been foretold in other Scriptures,
that all who would be of the body of Christ must, like the Head, pass through the portals of
death; thus it is written, “I have said, Ye are gods[mighty ones], glwsons of the Most High;

ye shallALL DIE like men, and fall like one of the princes.” The two princes of agerwere
Adam and Christ Jesus. Adam went ingath because of disobedienCdirist as a sacrifice for

the sins of others, entered death in obedience; ar@dithech, the body of Christ, his “brethren,”
being justified out of the Adamic death by faith in his sacrifice, arkores as joint-sacrificers
with him in his death of obedience, that they may be accounted also sharershis
resurrectiori—the first resurrectin, to the divine nature and glory and joint-heirship.—Psa.
82:6; Rom. 5:12, 17; 2 Pet. 14.

We have given here only the briefest possible summary of the Scriptural evidences that we are
living in the parousia the presence, “thgaysof the Son of Man,” in the “harvest” time of this

age, and that the work which he,editly and hrough his apostles, instied us to expect is now

in progress, namely, the “sealing” of the saints of the Most High God in their foreheads (Eph.
1:13, 14), and giving them a mental appreciation of the divine plan and its times and seasons,
together with a judgment or testing of all who have covenanted themselves to be the Lord’s and
to lay down their lives in his service. And all who
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refuse to live up to their covenant, even tho sealed and blessed, and enlightened with present
truth, will, we understand, be megtedfrom it, and cast again “into outer darkness” with the
world, to share in the great time gbuble coming upon it. We understand also that the elect
number will ®on be com@ted, and the last one of the class who shall be blessed by the glorious
“change” from mortality tommortality, in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, shall soon
obtain that blessing, and that then the great timeooibte wil fully burst upon the world, and
speedily bring down the high, and lofty and the proud, and prepare the world for the reign of the
Prince of Peace.

Here we have consistency, at least, and harmony of Scriptures which have never been
harmonized in the past, and which cannot now be harmonized from any other standpoint or with
any other interpretain. Here we have the spiritual Kingdom of Messiah, with all power,
displacing the spiritual kingdom of Satan, and establishing order and righteousness through
earthly agents of it own, and overthrowing the earthly agents of the prince of darkness, many of
whom are his servants merely because “the god of this world [agklihdsdthe minds of them

that believe not.”

“THEY WITHOUT US SHALL NOT BE MADE PERFECT.”
——Heb. 11:40.——

We remark incidentally that following the gathering of the Church of glory, as above outlined,
will come the regrrection of the holy ones of the past,— “Abraham, Isaac arab,Jaad all the

holy prophets,” whose resewtion wil be to perfect earthly onditions and who shall be the
“princes in all the earth,”
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seen of men, and representatives of the invisible bupoalerful spiritual Kingdom—the
glorified Christ. Thus, chosen repretsives of fleshly Israel i indeed rule the world, and

bless it, as the representatives and agencies of the Spiritual Israel, and to the standard of the Lord
thus set up the nation of Israel will be first topasd.—Psa. 45:16; Rom. 11:25-31; Czech.
12:10.

Our Lord’'s parousia(presence in the world) begun in 1874l wontinue till the end of the
Millennial age. The wrd is not applicable merely to a little period of presence at the beginning of
the Millennial ageChrist’sparousiaand that of his Churchilvcontinue tiroughout the age. Nor

will the epiphaniaandapokalupside a sudden burst of glorious light; nor do these words signify
a visible showing to mankind of the Lord’s person, of the persons of his Chuethus
remember his words, “Yet a little while, atite world seeth me no moté_et us remember also
that, as his Church is to behis likenessso his likeness is declared to be an “express image of
the Father’s persorf it is written that he is the King eternatnmortal, invisible. (1 Tim. 117).

Nor will it be any more acessary that the world should see with their natural eyes the Lord and
his glorified ones, than that they should see the Heavenly Father the woseewthe earthly
representatives of God and ©Ghrist and of the Church, when theget Abraham, Isaac, and
Jacob and all the holy prophets,” for theyl Wwe samples of peeict manhood, which is the
earthly imageof the invisible God.

Our Lord’s epiphania(bright shining) and hispokalupsis(unveling) began bortly after his
parousia
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began; the bright shining of his presence is now visible to those who are walking “in the light"—

to those who “are not in darkness with the world.” It is a maladination, anillumination to

the eyes of our understandings, and not to our natural eyes, The eyes of our understanding have
been opened to see him that is invisible to the natural sightefdipbaniaof our Lord is already
affecting the world also, tho ndtrough the eyes of the understanding, for they have no eyes for
such spiritual things nevertheless, the bright shining of our Lord’s presence is influencing and
affecting the whole aurse of the world, through an increase of knowledge on evergcsubj
specially noticeable sincd878. Eventually all the blinded shall have opened eyes of
understanding and

“‘EVERY EYE SHALL SEE HIM.”

Many even who are not of the Watchers are noting the signg ¢dimes and are startled, and led

to exclaim, What do these things mean?—This remarkable-tteadvance in science, art and
mechanical invention?—This lattday discontent in the midst of plenty and luxury?—This
latter-day growth of giant corporations of world-wide power and influence?—Why are national
policies and public men and their utterances and doings criticized (judged) by the masses as never
before?—And what means it that with an apparent growth in wealth and numbers in all
denominations of Christians there is a growing dissatisi, discontent in them all a growing
tendency to criticise the creeds and the preaching and everything?—How comes it that nine-
tenths of the preachers in all denominations
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know that their hearers desire a change, and would gladly “move on,” if they knew hetteto b
themselves even at smaller salaries?

The Scriptural answer is, The hour of God’s judgment is come; the time when “Christendom,
political, financial, social and ecclesiastical is being judgéeing tried in the divine balances.
And the Scriptures declare that she will foeind wanting, and i be adjudged unworthy to
further administer the affairs of the earth, whicitl ae turned over to the ett “little flock,”
according to the divine promise.—Luke 12:32.

The secret of the matter now is the same as in the Jewish “harvest,” whichexdplained,
saying,

“THERE STANDETH ONE AMONG YOU WHOM YOU KNOW NOT.”
JOHN 1:26.

“Mine eyes can see the glory of the presence of the Lord:
He is trampling out the winepress where the grapes of wrath are stored,;
| see the flaming tempest of his swift descending sword;

Our King is marching on.

“I can see his coming judgments as they circle all the earth

The signs and groanings promised, to precede a second birth;

| read his righteous sentence, in the crumbling thrones of earth;
Our King is marching on.

“The ‘Gentile Times’ are closing, for their kings have had their day;
And with them sin and sorrow will forever pass away;
For the tribe of Judah’s Lion now comes to hold the sway;

Our King is marching on.”
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