[

ERYBODYS

PAPER

VOL., 1IV.

NEW YORX CITY.

No. 5.

Religious and Scientific
Gleanings

ALFALFA AS AN AIR COOLER
In the West, says the Kansas City
Journal, many of the farmers are plant-
ing patches of alfalfa on the south side of
their homes. They have found out that
a field of growing alfalfa cools the tem-
perature from ten to twenty degrees on a
hot day. Alfalfa is filled with moisture
. and is death to hot winds, which usually
come from the South. For the very op-
posite reason the farmers do not aim now
to plant their wheat on the south side of
their homes. Winds passing over wheat
stubble after harvest time will raise the
temperature from ten to twenty degrees.

—Scranton (Pa.) Tribune-Republican.

A DEADLY WAR WEAPON

The Krupps, who supply guns to the
German Empire and to half of the world
besides, have now invented a terrible
weapon known as the bomb gun. It fires
a huge, very brittle bomb containing 160
pounds of chemicals. As it bursts it fills
the air with poisonous gas in which no
human being can live. The gases from
one bomb will kill every one within a
radius of 500 yards. This weapon appar-
ently will make it impossible for soldiers
to remain in the open trenches. In ex-
periments on animals it was found that
the fumes turned them green—Exchange.

A LIBRARY OF ONE BOOK

The Ten Commandments, the Lord’s
Prayer and the Sermon on the Mount
contain all the law that can be found in
a library of 5,000 volumes containing all
tha rancrte nf Adecided ecases printed in
the Engllsh language, and all the text-
books ever issued.

There is not a statute in the California
codes — political, criminal or civil — the
genesis and inspiration of which cannot
be found in the Bible. It has been well
said: ‘“The child who has been trained to
learn and obey the Ten Commandments
will acquire an uprightness of character
and steadfastness of purpose attainable
in no other way. The man who takes the
Bible as his chart in life will be a law-
abiding citizen.”

The Lord’s Prayer contains in its every
sentence something that refers to human
experience and meets human needs. In
the introduction to the Sermon on the
Mount “we are taught humility, sober-
ness, meekness, holy desire, mercifulness,
purity, peacefulness.” In the rest of the
Master’s great sermon which follows we
have the higher meaning of the moral
law expounded and illustrated, and by its
use we are enabled to understand and
teach more fully the meaning of the coms-
mandments.—Los Angeles Times.

CATHOLIC AND PROTESTANT BIBLES

it is a very common mistake amongst
both Protestants and Catholics to suppose
that their Bibles are materially different.
They are practically alike. The Editor
has both versions in his study and uses
both to advantage.

Anyone desirous of comparing the two
Bibles can do so readily enough by call-
ing at the Brooklyn Tabernacle book
room, where both are supplied side by
side at wholesale cost prices. Surely
much of the prejudice formerly existing
between Catholics and Protestants is dis-
solving for the oncoming day of more
faithful investigation. More than half of
all the troubles of the world are the
results of misunderstanding.

Now that the Pope is calling upon
Catholics everywhere to study the Bible,
we urge upon those Protestants who have
not already drifted into infidelity to begin
a fresh investigation of God’s Word,
which through our greater intelligence
and more general education is shining
brighter and brighter—and this surely is a
fulfillment of St. Peter’s words, ‘“We have
a more sure word of prophecy, to which
we do well to take heed, as unto a light
which shineth in a dark place until the
day dawn.”—2 Pet. 1:19.

The new day of Divine blessing which
the Bible so long foretold is dawning, and
the manifold blessings and inventions of
our day, both in temporal and spiritual
matters, are but foregleams of the com-
ing glory,, which will transcend our
brightest dreams. Satan will be bound.
All evil influences will be brought under
Divine control and the true knowledge of
God shall fill the whole earth with light,
joy and peace to all those who will yield
submission to it,

THOUSAND-YEAR DAY OF JUDGMENT

“Qod hath appointed a Day in the which He will judge the world.”—Acts 17:31.

IT is not today fashionable in civilized
communities to worship images; and
vet in another sense it is still fashionable.
There is still a great worship of man
throughout the civilized world, but in a
different form from that of old. Nc longer
do we bow before wooden images, but be-
fore inward images—the images of our
minds, our mental aspirations—with some,
wealth and fame; with others, ease and
pleasure, and with still others, the creed
idols of our forefathers, miserable mis-
representations of the true God.

The Day of Judgment.

St. Paul on Mars Hill preached Jesus
and the resurrection—Jesus as the Re-
deemer from the death sentence, making
possible the resurrection of the dead by
satisfying the demands of Divine Law
against the sinner—the resurrection as
the means or agency through which the
blessing of the Savior’s @eath will reach
Adam and all the families of the earth.
As we follow St. Paul’s thought we will
surely be blessed by his view of the
Gospel.

Addressing the Gentiles, the Apostle
explains that for a long time God had
“winked” at Polytheism and image wor-
ship, ‘“but now,” he says, “God com-=
mandeth all men everywhere to repent.”
Let us note the meaning of these words.
How did God “wink” at sin and idolatry?
And does He still “wink” at it? And why
did He change and when did He begin to
command all men to repent?

The answer is that for four thousand
years idolatry prevailed and God ‘“‘winked’’
at or took no notice of it. He did not
“wink” at the idolaters’ dying in their
ignorance and say to the devils, “Take
these poor creatures who know no better!
Roast them to all eternity!” Nothing of
the kind. Our forefathers merely imag-
ined that and by false reasoning convinced
themselves, and twisted some texts of
Scripture which they did not properly
understand in support of this theory; and
then they handed it down to our perplex-
ity and to the testing of our faith in God.

God “winked” at idolatry and sin for
four thousand years in the sense of not
noticing it, making no comment on it,
sending no reproofs, leaving the heathen
in their ignorance. The only exception to
this was God’s dealings with the little na-
tion of Israel. To the Jews He gave a
Law Covenant which offered eternal life
on the condition of their thorough obedi-
ence to the Divine law, the measure of a
perfect man’s ability, which they were
unable to comply with; and hence they
died the same as did the heathen. All
went to the Bible hell—to the tomb—to
sheol, to hades, the state or condition of
death—an unconscious state, a ‘sleep.”

Jesus the Redeemer.

God was in no haste to send the Re-
deemer; 4,128 years elapsed before Jesus
was born, and thirty years more before
He began His ministry. Had it been true,
as some aver, that millions, for all those
centuries, were blindly stumbling into
eternal torture for lack of a Divine reve-
lation, we may be sure that our gracious
God would not have left them without it.
‘Who can think of a just and loving God
as winking at the going of millions of
His creatures to eternal torture? But
since they merely “fell asleep’” in death,
He could very well “wink’” at the matter
in view of His future plans, which we will
consider shortly.

The fact is that no real offer of release
could possibly be made until the Redemp-
tion price had been provided for the orig-
inal sin under which they were con-
demned to death. This is the Apostle’s
argument, viz, that “now God com-
mandeth all men everywhere to repent.’”
The now implies that He did not com-
mand men previously to repent; and the
reason why He did not do so is manifest,
for all the repenting they could do and
all the righteous living possible to them
would not have saved them—they would
have died anyway. Hence there could
have been no message sent to them, for if
the messenger had come and had said,
‘“Repent, and live contrary to your fallen
tastes and appetites,” the people might
properly enough have said, ‘“Why, for
what reason should we practice self-de-
nial, self-restraint? Would it bring us
any blessing of everlasting life or har-
mony with God?” The truthful answer

would have been, ‘“No, because you are
already under a death sentence and alien~
ated from God as sinners.”

Hence, God merely overlooked or
‘“winked” at the ignorance and supersti-
tion of the period from Adam to the close
of the 4,161 years. But as soon as Jesus
had died, ‘‘the Just for the unjust,”” to
make reconciliation for iniquity—imme-
diately the message went forth—God of-
fered forgiveness and reconciliation to
those who would believe in Jesus and
would accept the Divine terms. Such
have their sins forgiven. Such may come
back to followship with God. And, in the
next Age, such may eventually attain full
human perfection by restitution processes,
up, up to all that was lost in Adam and
redeemed at Calvary.

God’s Appointed Day.

Let us note carefully what the Apostle
says respecting God’s appointed Day for
the judging of the world. He says that
the command to repent now goes forth to
all men everywhere, “because God hath
appointed a [future] Day, in which He
will judge the world.”” The Apostle does
not refer to that Day as already begun,
but as merely appointed or arranged for
in advance. He means that in arranging
that ‘“Jesus, by the grace of God, should
taste death for every man,” God was ar-
ranging that every man might have a
judgment or a trial, to determine whether
or not he will be worthy of this blessing
which Jesus’ death provides him an op-
portumtv to secure. The Day was future
in St. Paul’s time, and it 1s still future,
because God has other work which He
proposes shall be accomplished first, be-
fore the world’s Day of Judgment or trial
shall begin.

The world’s trial Day or period of judg-
ment, or testing as to worthiness or un-
worthiness for everlasting life, will be one
of the thousand-year days mentioned by
Peter,”» who said, “A day with the Lord
is as a thousand years.” The same period
is called elsewhere the ‘“Day of Christ,”
the Day or period of Messiah’s glorious
reign. By the righteous ruling of His
Kingdom, by the suppression of Satan and
sin and the scattering of darkness, igno-
rance and superstition, by the shining
forth of the Sun of Righteousness with
healing in its beams, that glorious Day
will bring blessing to the world in gen-
eral-—opportunity for each individual to
come into judgment or trial, the result of
which will be either the reward of life
everlasting or the punishment of death
everlasting—*“everlasting destruction from
the presence of the Lord and from the
glory of His power.”

That great thousand-year Day is still
future; and, meantime, the Apostle’s
words respecting mankind are still true:
“The whole creation groaneth and tra-
vaileth in pain together’”’—‘“waiting for
the manifestation of the sons of God.”
(Romans 8:22-19.) If the nineteen ceri-
turies’ delay in the introduction of this
great Day seems long, let us not forget
that it is less than half as long as the
period which preceded—the period prior
to the coming of Jesus and His dying,
“the Just for the unjust.” Nor is the en-
tire period long from the Divine stand-
point. For as the Prophet declares, “A
thousand years in God’s sight are but as
yesterday,” or even shorter, ‘‘as a watch
in the night.”” The six great Days of a
thousand years each, in which sin and
death have reigned, are to be followed by
a great Sabbath of rest from evil—a thou-
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THE RICH MAN AND LAZARUS
All Christians have wondered re-
specting this parable. When taken
literally it seems unreasonable, Why
should a man suffer torture merely
because he was rich, well clothed,
and bountifully fed? And why should
another man be carried to glory
simply because he was sick and poor
and a companion of dogs? 1In the
clear light now shining, this parable
is luminous and beautiful to such
%} an extent that one is compelled to
laugh at his own foolish misunder-
% standing of it in the past.
The full explanation of this par-
able is given in another number of
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sand years of refreshment, reinvigoration,
upbuilding, restitution.—Acts 3: 19-23.

“The Mystery of God.”

The purpose of the nineteen centuries
between the time when Jesus died as
man’s Redeemer and the time when He
will take His Throne as the Restorer of
Adam and his race is spoken of as a Mys-
tery, because the great work of grace
herein accomplished is measurably hidden
from the world. The Jews do not under-
stand it; they expected that Messiah’s
Kingdom and their own national exalta-
tion would have come long ago. They
cannot tell now why they have been for
eighteen centuries outcast from the Di-
vine favor. It is a mystery to them.

The Scriptures tell us who may know
or understand this Mystery and when it
will be finished. They say, ‘“The secret of
the Lord is with them that fear Him, and
He will show them His Covenant.”” They
tell us that in the days of the voice of the
Seventh Angel, when he shall begin to
sound, the mystery of God shall be fin-
ished,” which He hath kept secret from
the foundation of the world. St. Paul
refers to this mystery, saying that it was
“hidden from past Ages and Dispensa-
tions,”” and that it “is now revealed to the
saints.”” He explains what it is, namely,
that we should be fellow-heirs and of the
same Body with our Redeemer.—Eph. 3:6.

This clearly eghs that the entire
Church class, sofé {3 (¢s called ‘“‘the Body
of Christ, whig] ~the Church,” and

ed’ ¥' Bride, the Lamb’s.
‘Wife,” is to be with the Redeemer-
in the sufferify. he present life and
in the glories of ‘the future. The nearly
nineteen centuries of this Age, therefore,
according to the Scriptures, have been for
the purpose, not of giving the world its:
trial for everlasting life i tdeath, Tut
for the trying, testing, the electing or
selecting of the Church, and her perfect-
ing with her Lord as sharers in “His
resurrection,” ‘the First Resurrection,”—
Philippians 3:10; Revelation 20:6.

We have in the past made two serious
mistakes respecting the Divine purposes.
One was that we assumed without Serip-
tural authority that the whole world is
now on trial for eternal life, failing to
see that it is merely the elect Church,
the consecrated class. The other mistake
is that we reasoned as though the Church
were part of the world and, therefore,
that the trial of the Church meant the
trial of the world. But hearken to the
Scriptures respecting the Church: “Ye are
not of the world, even as | am not of the
world!” ‘I have chosen you out of the
world!” and again, ‘“Let your light so
shine before men that they, seeing your
good works, may glorify your Father
which is in heaven,” “in the day of (their)
visitation.””—1 Peter 2:12.

Two Different Rewards.

‘We should notice also the wide differ-
ence between the reward promised the
Church and that proffered the world. In
both cases the reward will be everlasting
life. In both cases this will mean full
harmony with God, because, ‘‘All the
wicked will God destroy.” And again we
read that ‘“Whosoever hath the Son hath
life, and whosoever hath not the Son shall
not see life.”” So, then, the attainment of
everlasting life, either by the Church
class or by the world, will mean coming
into full harmony with the heavenly Fa-
ther and with the Lord Jesus, by the
merit of Chrigt’s sacrifice. It will mean
a full turning away from sin and a full
devotion to God and to righteousness.

The difference will be as to nature. The
reward for the world will be earthly na-
ture, human nature, with everlasting life
in an earthly Paradise or Eden—world-
wide. Man never lost a spiritual or
heavenly condition through Adam’s dis-
obedience, or in any other manner. He
never had such a condition or nature, nor
a right to it, that he could lose it. He
was made man, “a little lower than the
angels.”” His crown of glory and honor
was an earthly crown. His dominion was
over the birds of the air, over cattle and
over the fish of the sea. This which he
lost Jesus paid the redemption price for
at Calvary; and these things lost are the
very things which Jesus and His elect
Bride will restore to mankind during tke
thousand years of the Messianic King-
dom. Thus we read: “The Son of man
came to seek and to save that which was
lost.””

Partakers of the Divine Nature.

The reward of the Church, eternal life,
(Continued on 2d page, 2d columm.)
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WANING CHURCH LIFE

Wesleyans, in Common with Others, Los-
ing Many Adherents

The leaders of Wesleyan Methodism are
naturally greatly perturbed about the
continued steady decline in their church
membership.

For six successive years there has been
a serious falling off, amounting in the
aggregate to 15,5675, Try as they will,
those holding the strings of management
seem powerless to arrest this apparent
decadence, with the result that in some
quarters the future of the Church is
viewed with no small degree of alarm.

‘What are the causes which have led to
the present position? A Daily Dispatch
representative recently discussed this
question with the Rev. Dr. Waddy Moss,
of Didsbury College. “First of all,” he
said, ‘“this decline in membership is gen-
eral amongst the churches, evangelical
and non-evangelical, Roman Catholic and
Unitarian, as well as the Church of Eng-
land. It is general, and therefore the
cause must be general. As far as the
general causes can be suggested, the
choice lies between the spirit of indiffer-
ence to religion and the competition of so
many interests leading to a decay of the
consciousness of church responsibility.
That means that in everything, except in
organized religion, the country is becom-
ing increasingly Socialistic, but in organ-
ized religion increasingly individualistic.
—Manchester (Eng.) Dispatch.

HOT AIR PATCHES ABOVE THE
EA

f the Weather
National Geo-
s advised the

Chief Willis L.
Bureau, who is hea.
;graphic Society as
House Committee” riculture that
.during the past summer months “we
found warm patches of air far above the
-earth.”

“We have found,” said Prof. Moore,
““as a result of sending up balloons—and
our observations are verified abroad—one
of the most wonderful things in meteor-
ology. All our physics have assumed
that temperature gradually decreases
with elevation until in outer space there
is no temperature. We sent up balloons
from Omaha and Indianapolis above the
storm stratum, which is six miles deep,
rising and falling with the seasons.

‘““Above the storm stratum there is an
entirely . different atmosphere, floating
upon the storm element like oil on water,
with an easterly velocity of only half that
of the lower air. From the storm stratum
up through this there is a slight rise in
temperature. We call it an equally heat-
ed stratum—the isothermal.
stant air ocean there are no storm eddies;
in it the minutest rays of light are ab-
sorbed. We are living in a thin skin of
air, illuminated, and all the rest between
us and the sun is darkness.”—Halifax
Herald.

VARYING MARRIAGE FEES.

In Mexico, 'when ex-President Diaz
came into power, the marriage fee by the
priest was $500. In sharp contrast with
that price is the announcement in the
New York American of April 16th that
the Rev. Wm. H. Lynch, rector of St.
John’s Roman Catholic Church of Lam-
bertville, N. J., has not only offered to
perform all marriages during the vyear
1912 without charge, but to give a present
to the bride.

The improvement is a good one. The
high charge in Mexico led to immorality
and the birth oY thousands of illegitimate
children, whose parents at Confessional
were required to have high mass or to
suffer in purgatory. Conditions are much
jimproved since then in Mexico, and in-
deed, in this respect, are improved also
in Spain, Italy, France and Austria. We
congratulate the Lambertville priest for
having gotten to the head of the proces-
sion.

$2,800,000,000 TO TEAR DOWN

“If some rne comes along and wants
your boy to enter some kind of good
work, don’t get mad. Let him find what
he wants to do. Fifty per cent. of the
fifteen million between the ages of 15 and
35 years are misfits, and many are going
to their daily task to support the folks at
home. Ten out of every 100 go to church;
six out of every 100 are church members
and only four do any church work. Two
million dollars were spent last year for
temperance, $15,000,000 for missions, $200,-
000,000 for schools, $850,000,000 for tobacco
and $2,800,000,000 for whisky. In other
words, $217,000,000 to build up and $2,-
800,000,000 to tear down.”’—J. L.. Schofield,
Y. M. C. A. Secretary, Bloomington, lil,

In this con- -

(Continued from 1st page, 4th column.)
perfection and harmony with God, will
be on the spirit plane—wholly different
from thz human. Man in perfection will
again be a little lower than the angels;
but the Church, as the Body of Christ,
will share with her I.ord in His exalta-
tion, ‘“far above angels, principalities and
powers and every name that is named’—
the divine nature. This reward comes to
the Church under a special covenant of
sacrifice, which the Bible specifies.

This Church class, like her Lord, must
sacrifice the earthly nature, earthly inter-
ests, hopes and aims, and must be begot-
ten of the Father to a heavenly, spirit
nature, in order to be a sharer in the
First Resurrection; and she must enter
into her reward before the Messianic
Kingdom can be established for the bless-
ing of mankind in general—the saving of
the world from sin and from death.

Thus the Apostle wrote that the groan-
ing creation ‘““‘waits for the manifestation
of the sons of God.” (Rom. 8:19.) “Now
are we the sons of God, but it does not
yet appear what we shall be (how glo-
rious, how great), but we know that when
He shall appear we shall be like Him.”
Our resurrection change will make us like
the Savior; as it is written, ‘“We shall all
be changed, in a moment, in the twinkling
of an eye,”” because ‘flesh and blood can-
not inherit the Kingdom of heaven.”

“Commandeth All to Repent.”

Come back again to St. Paul’'s words.
He does not say that God commanded the
Church to sacrifice, for if sacrifice were a
command it would cease to be a sacrifice.
Nowhere are God’s people commanded to

present their bodies living sacrifices, nor
to walk in the footsteps of Jesus, nor to
take up the cross and follow Him. To
the saintly these sacrificing features are
set forth as a privilege—as an oppor-
tunity. If they do these things the Divine
arrangement is that through the imputa-
tion of Christ’s merit their sacrifice will
be holy and acceptable unto God, and
they will be granted a share with the Re-
deemer in His high exaltation—the re-
ward of sacrifice, of self-denial, of loving,
voluntary service to God, the truth and
the brethren.

But to the world in general the Lord
issues a command, viz.,, Repent; turn from
your sins; come back to Me; seek My
face; seek to know and do My will. The
basis of this command is the Divine dec-
laration that God’s grace has provided
redemption in the blood of Jesus, a recon-
ciliation through His blood, and that by
and by the whole world will be on trial
for life or death everlasting, in a great
Day of trial, which God has ordained and
over which Christ and the Church will
supervise, as Judges.

Whoever comes to a knowledge of this
great Divine arrangement through Christ
has an incentive to live righteously, so-
berly and godly in this present time. Who-
ever hears and heeds this command is
laying up for himself a good treasure of
character and preparation for his life or
death trial in the great Judgment Day of
the Messianic Kingdom. Whoever ignores
this knowledge and ‘“sows to the flesh”
will find himself reaping to the flesh fur-
ther weakness, further degradation and
severer stripes or punishments in that
great thousand-year Judgment Day.

LOVERS OF PLEASURE MORE THAN

LOVERS

OF GOD

“Lovers of pleasure more than lovers of God; having a form of godliness, but denying
the power thereof. From such turn awaey.”—2 TIMOTHY 3:4, 5.

OUR text could scarcely apply better to

present-day conditions if St. Paul
had written the words this very day. The
world seems to be going pleasure-mad.
Very evidently we are in the *‘perilous
times” mentioned in the context. It is
proper that we investigate this tendency
toward pleasure and formality as respects
religion. What is the cause of this con-
dition? It is not because mankind have
naturally more desire for pleasure than
for God. On ‘the contrary, Phrenology
shows us that the very highest organs of
the human mind are those which relate
to spirituality and reverence. Under nor-
mal conditions, therefore, all mankind
might reasonably be expected to have
their chief pleastre in spiritual things, in
harmony with a proper reverence for
their Creator and His will.

‘What has changed this natural condi-
tion, and turned the hearts of men away
from reverence for God and spiritual
things to sensuous pleasures, with mere-
ly an outward form of piety? The
answer is that man’s reverence for his
Creator and for spiritual things has been
taken advantage of by Satan. God has
been pictured to men’s mind as All-Pow-
erful and devilish. These false doctrines,
St. Paul declares, are ‘‘doctrines of de-

mons.” (1 Timothy 4:1.) These miscon-
ceptions, formulated into multitudinous
creeds, became their idols. Each idol

creed contained a little nucleus of truth,
around which monstrous errors were ag-
gregated. For a long time we blindly and
stupidly worshiped our creed-idols, fight-
ing for ourselves and against cthers. Con-
tributing our money to the point of sac-
rifice and self-denial, we built costly
temples, each party for his own idol

We were kept so busily engaged in thus
fighting and working and building, that
we did not stop to carefully notice the
horrible outlines of these idols, nor to
consider their blasphemous misrepresen-
tations of the true God of Justice, Wis-
dom, Love, Power.

The Day Dawn Is Upon Us.

The Apostle says, “They that sleep,
sleep in the night, and they that are
drunken are drunken in the night.” Many
thus have been asleep and have dreamed
terrible things respecting the future which
our Heavenly Father has ordained for
His creatures. Various hallucinations
and nightmares have afflicted us. Many
have been drunken with the wine of false
doctrines, mentioned in the Apocalypse,
which tells us that this ‘““drunkenness” or
stupefaction of error has extended to all
nations of Christendom.—Rev. 18:3.

We may well thank God that ‘“‘the night
is far spent and the day is at hand.”
‘“The Sun of righteousness shall rise with
healing in His beams” (Malachi 4:2). The
result will be the complete scattering of
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darkness, superstition and error, which
for so long have more or less beclouded
the minds of many of us to the true char-
acter of our God and the true teachings
of His Word. It is because we are in the
dawning of the New Day that we are be-
ginning to see, as never before, the hor-
rible features of our creed idols.

The majority of Christians have not yet
discovered the real character of the Al-
mighty. They are in a transition state.
They no longer worship their idols as
formerly, yet they still worship them.
‘We can direct them to worship the true
God, but the idols so monstrously mis»
represent the God of all Grace that the
worship is necessarily faint and half-
hearted; or, as the Apostle declares, it is
merely ““a form of godliness,” without the
power, the force, the strength which
should accompany the worship of the true
God, rightly understood and properly
reverenced.

A Revulsion of Sentiment.

The dawning of the light of the New
Day of Messiah begins to waken us from
the nightmares of the Dark Ages. We
have begun to doubt our creed idols.
Many have ceased their worship alto-
gether. Many others respect them merely
as fetishes of the past. Some are afraid
that if the masses cease to worship the
idols all reverence for holy things will
pass away and the world will lapse into
heathenish darkness. We should remem-
ber, on the contrary, that we have been
in heathenish darkness, and are merely
now escaping from it. The heathen has
had his idol of wood and stone while we
have had more ethereal ones. The
heathen’s idols are ugly enough, yet far
less horrible than the creed idols of
civilized lands. No excuse will longer
maintain idol worship of any kind.

Looking for the Truth.

The great difficulty with the masses is
that, repudiating the idols, they are laps-
ing into agnosticism—doubt. They know
not what they believe. They are looking
for the Truth. They find the leaders of
the creeds still bowing formally to the
idols, but privately repudiating them.
Such leaders are unworthy of confidence
and only partially honest. Hungry and
thirsty for something to satisfy the crav-
ing of their hearts, the famishing people
are turning toward pleasure. ‘They are
lovers of pleasure more than lovers of
God.”

Comparatively few any longer believe in
purgatory or everlasting torment, but
they believe that these doctrines have a
Scriptural foundation, which they propor-
tionately discredit, and charge with being
the source of all their ignorance and
superstition in the past. With faith in
the Bible gone, the masses know not
where to go nor whom to trust respecting
enlightenment regarding the future. They
are reaching the conclusion that every-
thing is a big guess, and that they may
as well do their own guessing as to pay a
minister to do it for them.

The situation is a deplorable one. As
we have already intimated, humanity is
so constituted that religion holds the very
highest place in his mental organism—the
seat of power and control in all the af-
fairs of his life. With no fixed conviction,
men are drifting. The learned are going
into infidelity, under the more refined
name of Higher Criticism. The poor and
less learned are going into doubt respect-
ing any intelligent Creator or Supervisor.
As a matter of fact they are saying not
only that there is no God who would tor-

ment mankind eternally, but apparently,
There is no God who takes any interest
in humanity.

In this frame of mind Socialism appeals
to them. They propose to bring about
‘“Paradise Restored,” by the power of So-
cialism. They say to themselves, ‘“We
are without a God, without a future hope,
and without confidence in our former
views; ‘Let us eat, drink and be merry’—
let us enjoy life—let us get all that we
can of pleasure out of present existence,
for we are hopeless respecting a future
one.” Is it any wonder that the Apostle
foretold that, under these conditions, the
masses would become more and more
pleasure-mad?

Thus we account for the great lament
that is going up from all churches that
the pews are empty, and the collection
boxes empty, and that the system would
g0 down except for the benevolent
wealthy, who really do not believe in the
creed idols, but who desire that others
shall believe in them and worship them.
In a word, the crowds which once flocked
to the churches, with their nickels and
pennies, now make for the theatres and
crowd the hard, rough “bleachers’ of the
ball grounds. They have become lovers
of pleasure rather than lovers of God,
because the representations of God in the
various creeds are too repulsive, too irra-
tional, too devilish, to be longer believed
in or worshiped. What the people need is
a general smashing of all the creed idols
and the unanimous return to the study of -
the Bible, and to the worship of the true
God, which the Bible sets forth.

Preachers Are in Perplexity.

No men in the world are to be more
sympathized with than the preachers.
The creed idols have been richly endowed
by well-meaning votaries of the past. The
interests of the clergy are all wrapped up
with the interests of the creed idols—not
only their financial interests, but their
honor, dignity, titles. The question with
the clergy to-day is, How can we smash
the creed idols? How can we destroy them
without ourselves perishing with them?
If we tell the common people plainly what
we believe, they will all leave the creed
idols. They will ask us, How long is it
since you came to this conclusion? If we
tell them that we have not believed in our
creeds for many years, will they not call
us hypocritical and lose their confidence
in us? And, besides, what could we offer
them instead?

It is no secret that the great majority
of the educated clergy are total unbe-
lievers, not only in the creeds which they
profess, but also in the Bible—-they call
themselves “Higher Critics” and. “Evolu-
tionists.”” They have nothing that they
could teach the people, except their
doubts, their misunderstandings. Having
lost faith in the creed idols, they are seek-
ing for the true God, in whom the masses
believe little enough as it is. They are
bound to God and religious things by a
very slim cord composed of three strands
—ignorance, superstition and natural rev-
erence. The ignorance and superstition
will soon break, and all that will be left
will be man’s natural reverence. Now is
the time for replacing ignorance with
knowledge, and superstition with loving
obedience to the true God.

“A Famine in the Land.”

‘When Pastor Russell was in Boston
some time ago delivering a discourse on
this very subject, according to the news-
paper reports the largest opera house of
that great city, seating thirty-six hun-
dred, was crowded; four hundred more
were behind him on the platform, besides
those who stood, and hundreds were
turned away from the doors. The next
day the editor of a religious journal called
on the Pastor. His leading question was:
‘“Pastor Russell, how do.you explain the
fact that the people of all creeds, and of
the world, come in such crowds to your
meetings? I was present yesterday at the
Boston Theatre and witnessed that vast
concourse of intelligent people. As I
looked at them I asked myself the ques-
tion I am now asking you, ‘How is it that
such crowds attend your services, even in
this sultry, summer weather, when the
summer resorts and seashore pleasures
would call them elsewhere, and while
many of our leading and able ministers,
supported by talented choirs, have small
attendance—twenty, forty, fifty or so?
‘What is your explanation?”

Pastor Russell’s reply was, ‘“My brother,
I believe we are witnessing a fulfilment
of the Scripture which says, ‘There shall
be a famine in the land! Not a famine
for bread, nor a famine for water, but a
famine for the hearing of the Word of the
Lord’ (Amos. 8:11.) The public are get-
ting their eyes too widely opened to ever
again respect the God whom Brother Cal-
vin pictured—a God, All-Wise and All-
Powerful, but thoroughly unloving, who
foreordained and predestinated a saintly
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handful to glory, and the unsaintly thou-
sands of millions to an eternity of torture.
We once believed those things, but the
new morning of God’'s grace in Christ
Jesus is gradually scattering the dark-
ness,

‘“Neither can wz longer believe with
Brother Wesley that our God is good and
loving, and would like to save everybody
if He could, but was unwise in His crea-
tion of man, and is lacking in power to
direct the matter now. The people are
hungering for something better—for some-
thing consistent and rational and in ac-
cordance with the Bible declaration, that
Divine Justice, Wisdom, Love and Power
are co-ordinate—that God is Love, and is
as just and wise and powerful as He is
loving. Tha people need to be shown a
theology which will accord with this Di-
vine character and with the Divine state-
ment that ‘known unto the Lord are all
His works from the beginning of the
world,” and again: ‘My Word that goeth
forth out of My mouth shall not return
unto Me void, but shall accomplish that
which I please,” saith the Lord, ‘and’ shall
prosper in the thing whereto I sent it.’ ”’

Bible Doctrine of Election.

Christian people need to believe the
Bible doctrine of Election, but must see
it in a different light from that which
Brother Calvin threw upon the subject.
They must see election from the Bible
standpoint—the election of a saintly
Church, a “little flock,” ‘‘a royal priest-
hood, a holy people,” to be the Bride of
Christ, and His joint-heirs. They must
see that this ‘“‘elect’” Church, with the Re-
deemer, is God’s appointed channel for
the blessing of the non-elect world. They
need to be shown clearly that the saintly
few, gathered first from the Jews, but
subsequently completed by additions of
those of saintly characters of all nations,
are with Christ to become the great Seed
of Abraham, the great Messiah, Abra-
ham’s spiritual Seed, ‘“like the stars of
heaven.” It must then be shown why
this spiritual Seed has been “‘called,”
“elected,” selected from amongst man-
kind—that it is for the very purpose of
blessing the non-elect, the masses of
Adam’s race, in harmony with God’s
promise to Abraham—‘In thy Seed shall
all the families of the earth be blessed.”

St. Paul refers to this spiritual Seed,
saying, ‘“And to thy Seed, which is
Christ,”” and, “If ye be Christ’s, then are
ve Abraham’s Seed, and heirs according

to the promise” (Galatians 3:16-29). All
these are Heirs of the great promise that
has not yet been fulfilled. The fulfilment
waits until the completion of a foreor-
dained number, an elect ‘little flock” of
the saintly few. Then these, changed by
the power of the First Resurrection, from
human nature to divine nature (2 Peter
1:4), will constitute the glorious King-
dom of Messiah. The Kingdom blessings
will go first to Abraham’s natural seed,
and through them to all nations.

God’s character is so great, so grand,
that, if seen by men, it would be rev-
erenced. God’s Plan of Salvation is so
grandly beautiful that, when rightly un-
derstood and comprehended,’ it proves
more fascinating than any novel

The world has been kept away from
God and from the Bible by the machi-
nations of the Adversary. He has had
much to do with the formation of our
creed idols. Seeing men breaking away
from error, in the Reformation time, and
groping after the Truth, Satan presented
himself “as an angel of light” and mis-
guided our fathers into the formation of
their various creeds. This is corroborated
by St. Paul’'s words: ‘“The god of this
world hath blinded the minds of them
that believe not, lest the glorious light of
the goodness of God, as it shines in the
face of Jesus Christ our Lord, should
shine into their hearts’” (2 Corinthians
4:4). The Adversary did not wish us to
see with ‘“the eyes of our hearts” the
glorious character of our Creator, His
love for mankind and His glorious pro-
vision for us. He wished, on the con-
trary, to blind us with prejudice, to turn
us away from God and from the Bible.
And surely His plan has been measurably
successful.

Nevertheless, Satan has gained no real
victory, he has in no way hindered the
finding of the ‘‘elect.”” Rather, we may
assume that these various, blinding in-
fluences and stumbling stones have but
served to prove, to test the love, loyalty,
faith and obedience of the ‘‘called and
chosen and faithful.”

If we have seen why the world is going
pleasure-mad, and if we have seen the
steps which should be taken to guide the
well-intentioned into the ways of the
Lord, let us not only be faithful our-
selves to the Lord’s way, but let us lift
high the Royal Banner of our God and of
our Savior, and ‘‘show forth the praises
of Him who hath called us out of dark-
ness into His marvelous light.”

THOSE WHOSE PRAYERS ARE HEARD

“Watch and pray, lest ye enter into temptation; the spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh

is weak.”—

WATCHING AND PRAYING are both
necessary to escape entering into

temptation. But first it is proper that we
inquire who are addressed. Who are to
watch? Who are to pray? Who are to

escape entering into the temptation? We
reply that this prescription is not given
by the Great Physician to the world in
general. True, our dear Redeemer called
sinners everywhere and at all times to
repentance, but He has no dealings with
them until they respond to that call.

It were well if the entire world could
realize our Lord’s attitude toward them—
that while not unsympathetic toward
them in respect to their weaknesses and
blemishes of the fall, He, nevertheless,
has closed up all methods of reconcilia-
tion, all avenues of approach to Himself
and His favor except one, namely, the
door of repentance and faith.

Regenerate and Unregenerate Prayers

Mapnifestly there is not only justice but
wisdom in this Divine arrangement. For
the Lord to undertake to hear the pray-
ers and to care for the unconsecrated
would be to discount and to make void
His own arrangement, which assures us
that there is no other Name given under
heaven and among men whereby we must
be saved—whereby members of Adam’s
race, all sinners, may be reconciled to
God and enjoy in any measure, here or
hereafter, Divine favors—save the Name
of Christ.

And not only has the Lord made gra-
cious provision for the unjust as well as
the justified during this Gospel Age, for
the evil as well as for the good, but He
has made general provision for all in His
great plan, in that He has provided ‘‘a
ransorn for all,” the great atonement for
the sins of the world, and has assured us
that in due time every member of the
race shall enjoy a full privilege and op-
portunity of benefiting by that redemp-
tion, and, if they will, to come fully back
to reconciliation with God, fully back to
all that was lost in Eden, fully back to
all that is meant by the words, ‘“In the
image and likeness of God created He
him.”

We see, then, that God’s refusal in the
present time to hear the prayers of the
world in general is not through any evil
sentiment or grudge that Xe bears
against them, not through any narrow-
ness or animosity, but because in His
gre t and glorious Plan of salvation there
ar . two parts. The first of these, belong-
irz to the present time, the Gospel Age,
#; for the special class who can and will
and do exercise faith in Him and seek to
walk, not after the flesh, but after the
apirit; and, second, a place for the world
in general in the next Age, in which all,
however degraded, however lacking in

MATT. 26 :41.

faith, however prone to sin, shall have
the fullest assistance for their uplift and
restoration to all that was lost, and more
—greater knowledge, and, to those obedi-
ent under test, eternal perfection.

‘“Lord, Teach Us to Pray”

True, there is in the unregenerate at
times a desire to pray to God—usually in
times of aistress or fear. This is a nat-
ural trait, the result of certain mental
qualities in combination: First, venera-
tion, and second, fear. But it is not the
Divine purpose to encourage such a com-
bination, but rather a combination of
veneration, faith and conscience. For the
natural man to approach the Lord in
prayer, with the selfish motives and in-
stincts of the old will, would mean that
his prayers would be of a wrong kind,
from the selfish standpoint.

Qur Lord clearly marks out the kind of
petition which His people will offer, the
kind of petition which He will be pleased
to entertain and surely grant and answer
at some time. Describing this proper
prayer He says: “If ye abide in Me and
My words abide in you, ye shall ask what
ve will and it shall be done unto you.”
(John 15:7.) Ah, yes! If the Lord’s words
abide in us it will imply our love for
them, and diligent study to know the
words of the Lord and the will of the
Lord expressed in those words; and if we
abide in Him it will mean that we abide
loyal to His will, and are desirous of hav-
ing His will done in us and not our own
wills.

This will signify in turn that not only
will the Lord’s disciples abiding in Him
be searching to know His will through
His Word, but that they will be striving
to apply that will and Word according to
His guidance and direction—according to
His will and not according to their own
wills, according to the Spirit of the Truth
and not according to the spirit of the
world, according to the spirit of love and
not according to the spirit of selfishness.

Prayers, Public and Private

Some may ask, Did not the publican
pray, and was he not heard? Yes; but he
prayed as a sinner and merely asked for
Divine mercy, and his request implied his
desire to escape from sin, his resolution
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to do so, and his desire for the Lord’s as-
sistance in this matter.” Moreover, the
publican belonged to the nation that God
had accepted through faith, belonged to
His adopted nation, Israel after the flesh,
and to this publican, therefore, pertained
the promises and blessings which up to
that time had been extended by the Al-
mighty to that one nation alone. For the
publican to return to God was repre-
sented in the return of the prodigal son
in the parable; the relationship was al-
ready there and he had merely disre-
garded it for a time.

What and Why We Watch

Let us now look at the other ingredient
in this prescription which the Lord gave
for our benefit and which so many of us
have proven to be beyond price. If we
pray, why should we watch? For what
should we watch? On another occasion
our Lord intimated that the reason, the
necessity for watching as well as praying,
lies in the fact that we have an Adver-
sary, an invisible foe, who seeks to se-
duce us, turn us aside from our vows of
consecration to the Lord and His way of
righteousness.

Our Lord says that this Adversary is
the Devil, and we understand that the
Devil is not only a personal being, but
that he has many minions or associates,
the fallen angels, who kept not their first
estate when on trial before the flood.
(Jude 6.) Not only so, but Satan has
millions of representatives and agents in
the world—millions who are his agents
without really being aware of the fact.
According to our Lord’s testimony on one
occasion, we may understand that the
whole world of mankind is divided into
two hostile camps, the one a little flock,
under the guidance and control of Jesus,
their invisible Lord and Head, whose will
they seek to do; the other the remainder
of the world, who unwittingly are in the
service of Satan because they are in the
service of sin, and because, as the Apos-
tle expressed it, ‘“His servants you are to
whom you render service.”—Rom. 6:16.

From this standpoint, with this view
before our minds, how many agents our
great Adversary has who unconsciously
are working for him, working for sin,
working against the Lord, and hence are
the opponents of the few who have tasted
of .the grace of God, who have accepted
the Divine conditions and who have con-
secrated themselves to walk in the foot-
steps of Jesus! No wonder we are urged
to “watch” as well as to ‘“‘pray,” to watch
against these various seductive influences
of the Adversary, through the world and
its spirit operating through social, finan-
cial and churchianity channels, to draw
us away from that full consecration to the
Lord and to the Truth to which we have
already pledged our lives.

True, the Lord could answer our pray-
ers by defending us from every adverse
influence, by shielding us from every
temptation, by making us immune to all
manner of temptation. But for Him to do
this would be to change His own plans,
and hence He will not do it. And when
we come to understand what the Divine
plans are, and how the watching and re-
sistance of sin are a necessity to our
proper development as the Lord’s people,
we will no longer be expecting to be “car-
ried to the skies on flowery beds of ease,
while others fought to win the prize and
sailed through bloody seas.”

Our Lord’s object in the special call of
the Church during this Gospel Age is the
development of a class of people into the
character-likeness of His dear Son, our
Redeemer. This means a condition of
heart that will be in opposition to sin,
that will have its special delight in op-
posing sin, that would die rather than
yvield to sin. We must remember, how-
ever, that we have this treasure of a new
mind in earthen vessels, our mortal bodies
(2 Cor. 4:7); we must remember that to
will is present with us, but that the per-
formance is another matter.

Everyone that is begotten again wills to
do right, wills to follow the Lamb whith-
ersoever He goeth. But with all our
willing we have difficulty in performing,
because of the adverse conditions of our
own flesh and because also of the adverse
conditions of the world about us. So,
then, the present life, with its praying
and watching, is the Lord’s time; in it
He tests us respecting our faith and our
obedience to Him and His principles.

If we realize the temptations about us
and have faith we will surely appeal to
the Lord for His promised assistance.
We will surely not neglect the Throne of
grace. If we do neglect it, it is a sign
that we are lacking in faith, that we are
in that respect not fit for the Kingdom,
because all who are inheritors of the
Kingdom must have faith. ‘Without
faith it is impossible to please God.”
“This is the victory that overcometh the
world, even your faith.”—Heb. 11:6; 1
John 5:4.

The New Nature’s Pickets

While our obedience cannot be per-
fect because we are still in the flesh, and
because we have only the imperfect mor-
tal bodies through which to act, never-

theless our efforts toward obedience must
fully demonstrate the positiveness of our
will for righteousness, must fully demon-
strate that if we had perfect bodies there
would be no question whatever respecting
the perfection of our word, thought and
deed. The realization, then, of our weak-
nesses and imperfections, and that the
whole world and its spirit are adverse to
the Lord and His Spirit and His Message,
will lead the Lord’s faithful people not
only to appeal to Him, but also to watch

‘against the snares of the Adversary.

They watch themselves not only by
taking heed to the admonitions- of the
Lord’s Word for the resistance of these
temptations, but also they watch their
own weaknesses, failures, shortcomings,
that they may protect themselves along
the lines of their weaknesses—that, as
the Apostle says, they may make straight
paths for their feet, lest that which is
weak or lame be turned out of the way.
They may be overtaken in a fault, be-
cause attacked from some new quarter;
they may discover a weakness in their
own natural makeup of which they had
not previously been aware; but with these
to discover their weakness will mean not
only an appeal to the Lord for assistance
at that point, but also energetic endeav-
ors for defense against the inroads, the
seductions, the snares of the Adversary.

The point known to be a weak one
should be doubly picketed by the new
mind, lest it should be overtaken un-
awares and should again meet defeat. To
this class of true disciples, watching and
praying, a temporary defeat at some point
does not spell disaster, but rather re-
newed energy and a stronger character
because of the setting up of defenses at
the point found to be weak. Thus,
throughout life, those who watch and
pray are gradually making stronger their
characters along every line of defense,
and in thus building up character they
are demonstrating to the Lord the trans-
formation of their hearts, their minds,
the sincerity of their vows, and their loy-
alty to the principles of righteousness set
before them in His Word and in the
glorious example of their Redeemer and
Leader.

The Lord’s Jewels

These eventually will constitute the
Lord’s jewels. At the beginning of their
course their hearts were honest and loyal
for righteousness, but character had not
been developed. The trials, the difficul-
ties, the contacts with the world, the
flesh and the Adversary, all developed
character by leading them to exercise
faith, which manifests itself in prayer,
and loyalty to righteousness, which mani-
fests itself in watching against the vari-
ous temptations and besetnTents to which
they are exposed.

The latter part of our text is in full ac-
cord with the foregoing: ‘The spirit in-
deed is willing, but the flesh is weak.”
This does not apply to the world, but
only to those who have accepted the Lord
and turned their backs on sin.

‘We must surely expect that from every
standpoint of opposition there will be
more or less seductive allurements on the
part of the flesh seeking gratification.
Qur safety is in watching and in praying,
not that we can hope that by watching
and praying we can fully escape tempta-
tions, but that holding fast to the Lord
and being covered with the niantle of His
love and mercy, these temptations will all
be overruled for our good, developing us
in heart and character in the likeness of
our glorious Master and thus will fit and
prepare us for participation in the first
Resurrection, ‘“His Resurrection.” (Rom.
6:5; Phil. 3:10.)

By that glorious change all those who
constitute the very elect will be made ab-
solutely perfect, for they will there re-
ceive their perfect or spirit bodies, which
will be in full harmony with the changed
characters already attained by the Lord’s
grace through obedience to the Word and
the watching and praying which He di-
rects. For that glorious attainment we
are to strive, and the method is to be
through the watching and praying—the
watching of the Word, the watching of
our hearts, the watching against tempta-
tions, the prayer of faith and the exercise
of faith in Him who loved us and bought
ous with His precious blood.

PASTOR RUSSELL’'S SCRIPTURE
STUDIES

These volumes deserve a careful study
by all who are not thoroughly satisfied
with the Bible interpretations of the
‘“‘dark ages.” They can be bought for a
trifle, or borrowed free. Address us.

Respecting the first volume of this work
“The Atlanta Constitution” says edito-
rialty :—

“This wonderful book makes no asser-
tions that are not well sustained by the
Scriptures. It is built up, stone by stone,
and upon every stone is the text, and it
becomes a pyramid of God’s love and mercy
and wisdom. There is nothing in the
Bible that the author denies or doubts,
but there are many texts that he throws
a flood of light upon that seems to un-
cover its meaning.”

*

* ¥

The set of six volumes, cloth, 3,000
pages, is supplied by the BIBLE AND
TRACT SOCIETY, NO. 17 HICKS ST.,
BROOKLYN, N. Y., for the usual price of
one such volume, namely, $2. This in-
cludes postage or expressage to Yyour
home, anywhere. Address, Bible & Tract
Society, Brooklyn, N. Y.
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TH‘E following criticism of a minis-
ter's address from the Scranton

(Pa.) “Times” is worthy of circulation:

JHditor of “The Times,” Scranton, Pa.:

Dear Sir: Public attention having
‘neen called to the doctrines of Christian
Science, by the lecture of Rev. Irving
€. Tomlinson, reported in the public
press, it has occurred to me that both
the friends and opponents of this the-
ory would welcome public expressions
on the subject; hence my letter.

One of the first points that Rev.
Tomlinson made is that Mrs. Eddy’s
views have been accepted by many
“learned scholars, wise judges,” etc.
But now, hear the Word of the Lord
vegarding those who accept the doc-
#rines which Christ himself taught: “I
thank thee, O Father, Lord of heaven
and earth, because thou hast hid these
dhings from the wise and prudent, and
thast revealed them unto babes.”—Matt,
11:25. “For ye see your calling, brethe-
sten, how that not many wise men after
fthe flesh, not many mighty, not many
raoble are called.”—I Cor. 1:26.

Prosperity Not a Proof of Merit

The second point Rev. Tomlinson
ywnakes is its growth. Hear the Word of
the Lord: “For there shall arise false
Christs, and false prophets, and shall
show great signs and wonders; inso-
much that if it were possible, they shall
deceive the very elect.”—Matt, 24:24.
“There shall be false teachers among
you, who privily shall bring in damna-
ble heresies, even denying the Lord
that vought them.”
follow their pernicious ways.”—2 Peter
2:1, 2.

The third point Rev. Tomlinson
mnakes is its financial prosperity. Hear
the Word of the Lord: ‘“Woe unto you
“hat are rich! for ye have received your
consolation.” (Luke 6:24.) “IIecarken,
my beloved brethren, hath not God
¢hosen the poor of this world rich in
f£aith, and heirs of the kingdom which
he hath promised to them that love
him?” (James 2:5.) “I will spue thee
out of my mouth because thou sayest I
am rich and increased with goods, and
have need of nothing; and knowest not
that thou are wretched, and miserable,
and poor, and blind and naked.”—Rev.
8.16, i7. ; o

The fourth point Rev. Tomlinson
wmakes is that Christian Science docs
not deny the true personality of God.
Hear Mrs. Eddy on this point: “Jeho-
vah is not a person. God is principle.”
Principle is “life, truth, love, substance
and intelligence.” “In divine Science,
God and men are inseparable, as Prin-
ciple and its idea.” “Woman is the
highest term for man.” There you have

it! Mrs. Eddy is God. She has proved
it! Nothing could be more simple. Now
hear the Word of the Lord: “Thus
saith Jehovah, thy Redeemer, and he
that formed three from the womb; I am
Jehovah that maketh all things; that
stretcheth forth the heavens alone
[without Mrs. Eddy’s help}; that
spreadeth abroad the earth by myself;
that frustrateth the tokens of the liars
and maketh diviners mad; that turneth
wise men backward, and maketh their
knowledge foolish.”—Ira. 44:24, 25.
Rev. Tomlinson’s fifth point is that
it does not deny the Atonement. Hcar
Mrs. Eddy on this point: “Not the
dcath of the cross, but the cross-bear-
ing deathless life, that Jesus left forthe
example of mankind, ransoms from sin
all who follow it.” Now hear the Word
of the Lord: “Forasmuch as yec know
that ye were not redeemed with cor-
ruptivle things, as silver and gold; but
with the precious blood of Christ.,”—1
Peter 1:18, 19. “Thou west slain, and
hast redeemed us to God by thy blood.”
—Rev. 5:9. “For I delivered unto you
first of all that which I also received,
how that Christ died for our sins ac-
cording to the Scriptures.”—I. Cor. 15:3.

“Many Wonderful Works” Not Proof

Rev. Tomlinson’s sixth point is that
Christian Science is one of the many
bodies of worshippers which lay grcat
stress on the subject of healing. He
says: “It has been mistakenly sup-
pozed by some that, though the dizci-
rles healed the sick while Jesus was
with them, their power ccased when he
was gone.” At this point of his dis-
course Rcv. Tomlinson came very near
to making a correct statement. His
principal error is in the use of the
word “mistakenly.” Christian people
who know their Bibles, understand very
well that the gifts of healing possessed
by the early Church were bestowed
upon it as a means for its introduction
to the attention of mankind, somes one
or more gifts being conferred, at the
hands of the Apostles, unon all v»
confessed Christ by immersion. The
power of conferring those gifts wos
vested by our Lord in his twelve Apos-
tles, of whom, by Divine arrangement,
aul was ofe. 1Noune Liers o tleir day
or since have been able to confer those
gifts which Paul describes; hence thcy
did “vanish away” when the apostles
died. By that time, the Church had
been brought prominently before the
attention of the world, and thocse
miraculous gifts were not necessary;
and by that time, too, they began to
have the New Testament and parts of
the Old Testament in the possession of

each congregation, so that coming to-
gether they could edify and instruct
and build one another up with the
truth from those inspired sources, and
not longer require, as at first, the
miraculous gifts as a means for their
edification and instruction. It was this
apostolic privilege, of bestowing these
gifts upon others, which Simon Magus
wanted to purchase with money, for
which he was so sharply reproved. Get
your Bible and read about the experi-
ences of Simon Magus, the first great
would-be Christian Science teacher, in
Acts 8:13-20.

Interpolation, Not Scripture

Rev. Tomlinson goes on to say: “In
his farewcll address to the members of
his church, the Master said as reported
in the last chapter of Mark: ‘These
signs shall follow them that believe; in
my name they shall cast out devils;
thcy shall speak with new tongues;
they shall take up serpents, and if they
drink any deadly thing, it shall not hurt
them; they shall lay hands on the sick
and they shall recover.” Right here is
where Rev. Tomlinson stuck his foot
into it, in bad shape,for allcareful Bible
students know that the last twelve
verses of the Book of Mark are wanting
in the Sinaitic and Vatican MSS., the
oldest and most authentic copics of the
New Testament in existence. 1t is evi-
dent that Mark’s gospel was completed
for him about five centuries after he
wrote it, for the Alexandrine MS., writ-
ten in the fifth century, is the oldest
Greek MS. which contains these verses.
Read these spurious verses carefully,
note the marginal reading in the Re-
vised Version, note their untruthfulness
in the light of focts, and mark them in
your Eible. I fcel constrained to say to
Ecv. Tomlinson that this is very bad
“gecience,” It would have to go under
the classification referred to by the
Apostle when he warned Timothy
agoinst the erroneous teachings of
“Science falsely so called.”—1 Tim. 6:20.

Women Mot Always Messengers of
Light

Tev. Tomlinsen’s final point is that
“Charistian Science was discovered and
founded by a woman,” and “in the
churches of this denomination, man
and woman unite in the conduct of the
Sunday services.” Right here he shows
again that Mrs. Eddy’s book, and not
the Bible, is the true text-book of the
movement in which he is interested. No
one held woman in hizher esteem than
our Lord, yet when choosing his twelve
Apostles, and later the seventy, he in-
cluded none of them. Nor were any
fcmale members of the tribe of Levi
eligible to the priestly office. The first
woman was Satan’s first ambassador—
a successful one, too, in misleading the
first man and plunging the entire race
into sin and death. The Divine Program
runs counter to the natural tendency of
all men to specially esteem woman in
religious matters, 'This tendency is not-

able in the records of the past as well
as the present, as evidenced by the
Bgyptian goddess Isis, the Assyrian
goddess Ashtaroth, the Greek goddess.
Diana, the Roman goddesses Juno and
Venus, the worship of Mary, the mother
of Jesus, the use of women as mediums.
in Spiritualistic seances, and finally
the exaltation of Mrs. Eddy.

Hear the Word of the Lord: “Let the
woman learn in silence with all subjec-
tion. But I suffer not a woman to
teach, nor to usurp authority over the
man, but to be in silence.” This is in
accord with the wishes of the best
women of all ages. The true woman
desires to retreat from the limelight of
publicity, and to put the responsibility
for Christian instruction where it prop-
erly belongs, upon the half of the hu-
man family that is best fitted to impart
such instruction without the damage to
character and disposition which so soon
mars the womanhood of the gentler sex,
when they take up duties for which.
they were not by nature designed, and
from which they are prohibited by the
‘Word of God.

In conclusion, let me urge that the
true Christian does not need Mrs. Ed-
dy’s text-book. He has an infinitely
bet.ter one, namely, “The Word of God,
which liveth and abideth forever.” ¢4
Pete;‘ 1.:23.) It is not Mrs. Eddy’s book,.
but it is “The Holy Scriptures, which
are able to make thee wise unto salva-
tien.” (II Tim. 3:15.) 1t is through
them alone “That the man of God may
be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto
all good works.”

Let the Chadows Flee Away

It was the Word of God, made clear
to me some years ago, through reading
the Scripture Study series of Bible
hclps, that led me to see how un-Scrip-
tural is this Christian Science theory,
and' how unscholarly and unscientific,
Christian Science teaches that the
meaning of certain words is as follows:

Adam.......... ADamn, or Error.
Lve . Evill

God ..Good, or Principle.
Israc Ts Rea

Ngw that all may see just how child-
1sh is this method of twisting words, ¥
give the exact meaning of each of the
foregoing words in the Hebrew, from
which they were taken:

Adam..Of the Ground.
Eve....Life-Giving, or Life Sustainer,
God....Mighty One.
Israel...Ruling with God,.
Mary...Bitter.

In the ecase of ths msanlug of wie

word Mary, Mrs. Eddy has made a
most ridiculous mess, for the word
comes from the Hebrew “Marah,” and
its only meaning is “Bitter.”” Turn to
Exodus 15:23, and read for yourself:
“And when they came to Marah, they
could not drink of the waters of Marah,
for they were bitter; therefore, the
name of it was called Marah.”
Yours in behalf of the Old Book,
CLAYTON J. WOODWORTH.
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Thc International Bible
Students Associaticn
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Q@ WHAT IS IT? The greatest Reforma-
tion Movement since the days of Martin Luther.
It is an Association of Laymen and Clergymen
from every denomination, and is absolutely

non-sectarian.

QITS WORK is world-wide in scope, ex-
tending to every land under the sun.
in the history of the human race has there
been such an extensive proclamation of the
It is carried on by means of the
printed page in the publication and distribution
of Bibles, Bible-Helps, Religious Journals,
newspapers and books, and, orally by Public
Lectures delivered in every land and in all
languages by men of recognized ability and
Christian character. Its Lecturersinclude some
of the greatest Bible Scholars of the Age.

QITS PURPOSE is to enlighten all man-
kind as to the true teachings of the Scriptures,
untainted by creeds, traditions and opinions
that have come down to this generation from
the darker past; to defend the Scriptures
against the rapid encroachments of Higher
Criticism, Evolution and Infidelity; to make
known the cause of all the ills of mankind, and
to point man to the way that leads to lasting

Truth.
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life and eternal happiness.

and those to follow, will make

THIS LECTURE

Bible guestions long shrouded in mystery
and doubt. You should hear them!
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INTERNATIONAL BIBLE STUDENTS

- Which is the True

. 3d and Main Sts., Lewistown, Pa.

WEDNESDAY, 0CT. 30

FREE BIBLE LECTURE

Under the auspices of

ASSOCIATION

TOPIC

Gospel?
G. A, R, HALL

7:30 p. m.
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