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G athering  t h e l o r d ’s  J e w e ls

"  T h e y  sh a ll be  m ine , s a ith  th e  L o rd  o f hosts, in  th a t day  w hen  I  m ake 
up  m y Jew e ls .” — M ai. 3 :1 7 . 

J E W E L S  have a  value o f  th e ir  ow n, an  in trin s ic  q ua l
ity , and  no  d o u b t w ould b e  ap p rec ia ted , i f  th ey  were 

very  p len tifu l, bu t th e ir  ap p rec ia tio n  is a ll th e  m ore m arked 
because o f th e ir  com parative  scarcity . T h e  figures an d  
sim iles used th ro u g h o u t th e  S crip tu res b y  th e  ho ly  sp irit 
are  fu ll o f  significance, a n d  th is  one  as well as o thers. 
W hen  th e  L o rd  likens his fa ith fu l people  to  th e  p recious 
s tones, jew els, it  signifies th a t there  is an  in trin s ic  value or 
beau ty  th a t he app recia tes , an d  i t  im p lies also th a t such 
charac te rs  are  in  com parison  to  th e  w orld  very  scarce— a 
“ li tt le  flock .”

O ur te x t p o in ts  to  th e  close o f  th e  G ospel age, an d  n o t 
o n ly  te lls  us th a t th e  L o rd  w ill n o t g a th e r his jew els sooner, 
b u t im p lies also th a t  th e  on ly  class to  be  ga th e red  a t th a t 
tim e  w ill be  th e  jew el class— he com es to  m ake up his 
jewels. W e have here  a  c o n trad ic tio n  o f th e  o rd in ary  
th o u g h ts  on  th is  sub ject :  (1 ) T h a t th e  L o rd  has been 
g a th e r in g  h is  jew els a ll a lo n g  fo r th e  past six  thousand  years: 
e v id en tly  an  erroneous though t, since h e  has ap p o in ted  a 
day , in  the  en d  o f  th is  age, in  w h ich  he  w ill g a th e r or 
m ake up  h is jew els. (2 ) I t  exposes th e  fallacy o f  the  
th o u g h t th a t ev erybody  w ho is respectab le , half-w ay d e 
cen t, is to  be g a th e red  to  th e  L o rd , an d  share in  his K in g 
d o m , fo r i t  d is tin c tly  p o in ts  o u t th a t a  very  excep tional 
class o n ly  w ill be sough t fo r an d  gathered .

T h e  class here  d escribed  as jew els are  co n tra sted  w ith  
o th e r  classes in  th e  c o n tex t (vs. 15), “ th e  p ro u d ,”  who 
have m uch  o f  th e  success o f  th e  p resen t tim e , an d  w orkers 
o f  w ickedness, w ho tem p t G od , an d  a re  n o t careful to



p lease an d  serve h im — an d  such  ev id en tly  are  th e  m ajo rity  
o f  m an k in d . T h e  jew el class is described  in  vs. 16 as 
“ T h ey  th a t feared Jeh o v ah ” — th a t reverenced  h im , “ an d  
th a t th o u g h t upon  his W o rd .”

B ut we in q u ire , w here are jew els usually found? T h e  
answ er o f  th e  figure is th a t jew els m ay be found  in  very  
u n ex p ec ted  places, as fo r in stance  th e  d iam onds o f  South  
A frica  are  som etim es m in g led  w ith  th e  o rd in a ry  gravel, 
an d  som etim es em b ed d ed  in  a  b lu ish  b lack  clay. T hey  all 
req u ire  to  be  searched  a fte r , an d  genera lly  requ ire  to  be  
w ashed from  th e  m ire , before being p repared  to  re frac t the  
lig h t. So som e o f  these “ jew els,”  w hom  th e  L o rd  is now  
seek ing  o u t from  th e  w orld , are  fo und  in  th e  o rd in a ry  walks 
o f  life, an d  som e cam e from  deep dow n in  th e  m ire  o f sin . 
T h e  L o rd  does n o t expec t to  find in  th e  w orld  o f  m an 
k in d  th e  jew els w hich  he seeks in  perfect  o rd er, shaped , 
cu t, po lished  an d  ready  fo r th e  se ttin g  in  g lory . O n th e  
co n tra ry , b y  o n e  class o f  his servants he  lifts them  ou t of 
th e  m ire  o f sin  a n d  o u t o f  th e  h o rrib le  p it , an d  washes 
them , cleanses them  from  sin  th ro u g h  th e  m erit o f h is  ow n 
precious b lood , an d  th ro u g h  his W o rd : an d  th e n  th rough  
o th e r  servants an d  prov idences h e  polishes them  w ith  d i
v in e  sk ill, to  th e  in te n t th a t  th ey  m ay reflect an d  refract 
th e  lig h t o f  th e  g lo ry  o f  G o d — th e  d iv in e  ch arac te r,—  
justice , w isdom , love.

A s th e  d iam ond  in  its  ro ugh  sta te , u n cu t, u npo lished , 
w ou ld  have n o  m ore value th a n  an y  o th e r  com m on stone  
fo r o rd in a ry  purposes, so those  w hom  th e  L o rd  is se lec ting  
an d  p rep a rin g  as h is  jew els are  to  derive th e ir  u ltim ate  value 
from  th e  cu ttin g , shap ing , polish ing , o f  th e ir  characters u n 
d e r  d iv in e  p ro v id e n c e : as it  is w rit te n : “ W e are  his 
w o rk m an sh ip .”  (E p h . 2 :1 0 .)  W e can n o t suppose th e  
illu s tra tio n  to  b e  p erfec t in  every p a rticu la r, ye t we m ay 
read ily  see th a t, w hile d iv ine  grace is to  be  c red ited  w ith  
th e  e n tire  ou tcom e, th e  b eau ty  an d  g race o f th e  fin ished 
jew el, y e t nevertheless d iv in e  grace opera tes a cco rd in g  to  
p rin c ip le s  an d  cond itions , u n d e r  d iv ine  law. A s th e  exper
ien ced  d iam o n d  m iners reject  th e  soft clay an d  various of 
th e  h a rd  stones, in  seek ing  for those o f  th e  desirab le  k in d , 
so th e  g rea t Jew el-G ath ere r o p e ra te s acco rd ing  to  a p r in 
c ip le  in  seek ing  for his jew els.

4 Gathering the Lord1 s Jewels.



“ E V E N  AS M A N Y  AS T H E  LO R D  SH A L L C A L L .”

Gathering the Lord's Jewels.

T h e  hardness o f th e  d iam o n d  m ay b e  used to  rep resen t 
character, and  we are to  rem em ber th a t ch a rac te r belongs 
to  th e  in d iv id u a l an d  n o t to  G od . E ach  o f  us m ust have 
his ow n characte r , an d  o n ly  in  p ro p o rtio n  as each  has 
charac te r can  he  hope to  b e  accep ted  finally  as a  jew el, for 
those w ith o u t ch a rac te r w ill n o t en d u re  th e  tests. A s th e  
d iam ond-seeker lays h o ld  upon  every th ing  in  h is  p a th  th a t 
gives ev idence  o f  hav ing  th e  d iam ond  q u a lity , so d iv ine  
grace, op era tin g  in  th e  d iam o n d  field o f  th e  w orld  (C h ris 
ten d o m , an d  w herever th e  W o rd  o f  th e  L o rd  has g o n e ), 
lays h o ld  upon  a ll w ho have an y th in g  resem bling  ch arac te r. 
T h e  soft, th e  p liab le , th e  uncrys ta llized , a re  n o t be ing  
sough t now , a n d  com ing  in  c o n tac t w ith  d iv in e  g race  are  
passed by. O n ly  such as give ev idence  o f  c h a rac te r are 
th o u g h t even w orthy  o f  w ashing an d  tes ting .

T h e  h a rd  crystallization  o f  th e  d iam o n d  co rresponds to  
w illingness to w a rd  righteousness in  th e  in d iv id u a l; an d  u n 
less th e re  be  such w illingness tow ard  G od  a n d  righ teousness 
th e re  is n o n e  o f  th e  jew el q u a lity  w h ich  th e  L o rd  is now  
seeking. T hose  w hose w ills a re  form ed, c ry s ta llized , set, 
d e term ined , fo r righteousness, a re  th e y  w hom  th e  L o rd  is now  
seeking. A nd  h ere  we have th e  im perfec tion  o f  th e  sim ile; 
fo r, w hile a ll d iam onds a re  a lik e  h a rd , th e  g rea t Jew el- 
Seeker accep ts som e in  w hom  th e  cry s ta lliz ing  process is 
in com ple te , an d  “ helps o u r in f irm itie s ,”  d ev e lo p in g  in  us 
by  his p rov idences th e  q u a lity  o f  firm ness fo r righ teousness, 
a t th e  sam e tim e th a t he po lishes us.-— R om . 8 :2 6 .

B ut even w hen th e  rough  d iam o n d  has been  found , as 
befo re  observed, it  w ould  be  o f  n o  value , excep t as i t  cou ld  
be cu t— indeed , o f  less value th an  o th e r  stones a n d  c lay  
fo r m any  purposes. So i t  is w ith  those w hom  d iv in e  g race 
finds in th e  m ire  o f  sin , as hav ing , nevertheless, w ill o r  
c h a rac te r desiring  righteousness, tru th , goodness, ju s tice ,—  
“ feeling  after G o d ”  (A cts  17 : 27): th e  g rea t Jew el-C ut- 
te r , th e  g reat L ap idaris t, m ust rea lly  give  them  a l l  their 
value, by  h is w isdom  a n d  sk ill in  shap ing , c u tt in g  an d  p o l
ish ing  them . Y et, on  th e  o th e r  hand , he  cou ld  n o t  cu t, 
shape o r po lish  th a t w hich  h ad  n o t th e  q u a lity  o r c h a rac 
te r , th e  w ill for righteousness, essen tia l to  th e  re ce iv in g  of



such a  po lish ing . T hose , therefore , who are in  th e  hands 
o f  th e  g rea t L ap id aris t, an d  und erg o in g  his p o lish in g  p ro 
cess, m ust first have passed th ro u g h  th e  p rev ious experience 
o f  hav ing  been  fo u n d  o f  d iv in e  g ra c e —found  o f th e  L ord  
Jesu s; m ust first have been w ashed ; an d  m ust have been  
accepted  as hav ing  wills desirous o f  harm ony  w ith  th e  d i 
v ine m ind . T herefo re , th ey  m ay  take p leasure in  a ll the 
try in g  experiences an d  difficulties th ro u g h  w hich  our L ord  
Jesus causes them  to  pass, as various parts o f  th e  g rind ing  
and  po lish ing  process, necessary to  th e ir  com p letion  as J e 
ho v ah ’s jewels, to  be m ade up  w ith  th e  close o f  th is G ospel 
age, and  to  be  set in  th e  g o ld  o f  th e  d iv in e  n a tu re , to  re 
flect the  beauties o f  the  d iv ine  charac te r forever.

I t  is in  h arm ony  w ith  th is th o u g h t th a t the  A postle  e n 
courages us to  rejo ice in  tr ib u la tio n , kn o w in g  th a t it  is 
w orking ou t fo r us patience, experience, hope, b ro th e rly - 
k indness, love ,— th e  various facets o f  th e  jew el essen tia l to  
it in  th e  eyes o f  h im  w ho is shortly  to  g a th e r  h is  jewels. 
T he A postle  again speaks o f  even th e  m ost try in g  an d  d if
ficult experiences o f  the  C hris tian  life as b e in g  “ lig h t a f
flic tio n s,”  an d  he speaks o f  th e  p resen t life as b e in g , in  
com parison to  th e  e te rn a l fu ture, b u t “ a m o m e n t,”  saying, 
“ O ur lig h t afflic tion , w h ich  is b u t for a m om ent, w orke th  
for us a far m ore exceeding  an d  e ternal w eigh t o f  g lo ry .”  
—R om . 5 : 3 -5 ;  2 C or. 4 :1 7 .

“ a b a n d o n  u s  n o t  i n  t e m p t a t i o n . ”

T h e  lap idaris t takes firm  h o ld  upon  the  jew el w hich  he 
has a lready  tested , an d  p ro v ed  to have the  requ isite  jew el 
quality , an d  encasing  it  in  a su itab le  in s tru m en t, he  presses 
it against th e  frictio n , a  lap-w heel, w ith  just th e  req u ired  
am oun t o f  pressure to  c u t aw ay th e  roughness an d  u n e v e n 
ness, an d  to  effec t th e  necessary  shap ing  a n d  po lish ing . 
T h e  process requ ires great sk ill, o therw ise a t  tim es m uch  
o f  th e  value o f th e  stone  m igh t be lost th ro u g h  m isshap 
in g ;  h ence  o n ly  sk illed  w orkm en are  em ployed  in  th is  
d epartm en t.

F o r instance, the  ce leb ra ted  K o h in o o r d iam ond  o rig in 
a lly  w eighed nearly  800 karats, b u t in  th e  hands o f a  poor 
cu tter was reduced  to  280 karats. Y et so m uch  o f a d ia 
m o n d ’s value depends on sk ilfu l cuttingt th a t m ore th an  one-
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Gathering the Lord’s Jewels. 7

h a lf  o f  its size was subsequently  sacrificed in  recu ttin g  it , 
to  o b ta in  sym m etry , beau ty , and  refractive pow er, an d  now  
i t  weighs less th an  107 karats.

So i t  is w ith  th e  p o lish in g  o f  th e  L o rd ’s jew e ls : th e ir  
value depends m uch on p roper cu ttin g  ; an d  th is is en trusted  
o n ly  to  the  sk illed  hands o f ou r L o rd  Jesus C hris t, o f  w hom  
we are  assured m  advance th a t he was tem p ted  in  all p o in ts  
like as we are— th a t he h im self passed th ro u g h  sim ilar e x 
periences o f  tes tings, e tc ., a t th e  F a th e r’s hands. H e  know s 
ju s t w hat we need  to  perfec t us, so th a t we w ill be p leasing 
an d  accep tab le  to  th e  F a th e r, to  reflect  an d  refract  th e  lig h t 
o f  h is g lo ry  w hen it  shall fall upon  us in  our finished state. 
A  p a rt o f  ou r lesson is to  have fa i th  in  th is g rea t M aster-W ork
m an w hom  th e  F a th e r has ap p o in ted  to  shape an d  po lish  us. 
W e m ay requ ire  m uch m ore tr im m in g  on  som e sides o f  ou r 
charac te rs  th a n  on o th e r s ; an d  th e  d isposition  often  is to  
“ draw  b a c k ,”  to  be n o t fully subm issive, to fear th a t th e  
L o rd  has fo rg o tten  an d  ab an d o n ed  us in  tr ia l. B ut in fin ite  
w isdom  assures us, guaran tees us, th a t  th is  is n o t so an d  
th a t to  draw  b ack  w ould  leave us “u n fit fo r th e  K in g d o m .”  
— H eb . 1 3 :5 ;  L uke 9 :62 .

T h e  ea rth ly  lap idary  im beds th e  jew el he  is po lish ing  in  
cem en t, except th e  facet w h ich  he is g r in d in g , so tha t n e ith e r 
he n o r any  o th e r sees i t  d u rin g  th e  o p era tion , excep t as he  lifts 
it, coo ls it  an d  exam ines th e  progress o f  h is w o rk ; b u t a ll 
th e  w h ile  h e  know s ju s t w hat is b e in g  done, for h e  has an 
in s tru m en t ca lled  a  “ L ap id a ry ’s D ia l ,”  w h ich  ind ica tes  
th e  p osition  of th e  jew el exact ly ,  an d  avoids th e  p oo r c u t
tin g  o f  o lden  tim es.

A n d  ju s t so i t  is w ith  th e  L o rd ’s jew els: “ T h e  w orld  
k now eth  us n o t” — it has seen th e  w heel o f d isc ip line  w hich 
has been  c u ttin g  th e  L o rd ’s jew els for cen turies, b u t i t  has 
n o t u n d e rs to o d  th e  necessity  an d  value o f  the  process. I t  
m ay  even have caugh t an  occasional g lim pse o f  th e  jew els 
b u t n o t to  an y  advan tage— n o t so as to  be ab le  to  know  
th e  rea l m erit o f  the ir characters o r th e  value o f  th e  c u t
tin g  a n d  po lish in g , for even th e  already  fin ished facets are  
sm eared w ith  th e  cem en t an d  the  slim e from  th e  g rind - 
w heel. B ut th e  g reat, lov ing  M aster-w orkm an an d  L ap i- 
d a r ist in C h ief know s an d  has exp la ined  it all to the  “ jew- 
u o  ; ' ’ a n d  tney  know  in  p a rt now , an d  by faith  are  tru sting
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all the  rem ainder, s in g in g  in  th e ir  hearts, “ H e-know s, he 
k n o w s!”  “  H e  w ill n o t suffer us to  be tem pted  above tha t 
w e a re  ab le  to  bear, b u t w ill w ith  th e  tem p ta tio n  p rov ide  
a lso  a way o f e scap e .”  Yes, th e  L o rd  know s just how  m uch 
p ressure to  ap p ly ,— just how  m uch  frict io n  is necessary— 
an d  w ill n o t w illing ly  afflict  us, o r cause tr ib u la tio n  w hich 
he can n o t an d  will n o t overru le  for our good. A nd  being  
thus assured th a t a ll th in g s  are w ork ing  to g e th e r for good  
to  them  th a t love G od , h is  liv ing  jew els can  “ rejoice in 
tr ib u la tio n ,”  know ing  th a t i t  is w ork ing  ou t in  them  the 
peaceable  fru its  o f righteousness— o f love, an d  th a t such 
experiences are  essen tia l, a n d  th a t w ithou t them  th ey  could  
never be  am ongst th e  g a th e red  jew els.

“  W H A T  S O N  IS  H E  T H A T  T H E  F A T H E R  C H A S T E N E T H  N O T ?  ”

O ur te x t, a fte r speaking  o f  th e  g a th e rin g  o f  th e  jew el 
class, d ro p s th e  figure a n d  refers to  the  sam e class as G o d ’s 
sons say ing , “  A nd  I  w ill spare  them , as a  m an spare th  his 
ow n son th a t serveth  h im .”  H ere  we have th e  d is tin c tio n  
alw ays h e ld  o u t, as betw een  those  w ho are  servants m erely , 
an d  those  w ho a re  serv ing  sons. Moses was faithfu l as a  
servan t over h is house (n a tu ra l Is rae l) , b u t C hris t is fa ith 
ful as a  Son over h is house (th e  elect  C hurch) — th e  house 
o r fam ily  o f  sons, w ho have received  th e  sp irit o f  ad o p tio n , 
th e  h o ly  sp irit. A lth o u g h  sons, yet they  m ust learn  obedi
ence no  less th o ro u g h ly  than  if  th ey  w ere m erely  servants. 
In d eed , as sons, it  is a ll th e  m ore necessary th a t they  learn 
th e  lessons o f  obed ience  to  th e  F a th e r ; m ore, m uch m ore, 
is to  b e  expecte d  o f  a  son in  h is fa th e r’s service, th an  o f  
one  w ho is n o t a  son. H e  is expecte d  to  engage in th e  
service in  th e  sp irit o f  his F a ther, m oved b y  th e  sam e im 
pulses o f  justice an d  love, because “  begotten again”  by  th a t 
sp irit o f  holiness. As a  son he requ ires n o t less careful but 
m ore  careful tra in in g  th an  a  s e rv a n t: m ore careful d isc i
p lin in g  a t th e  F a th e r’s h a n d s ; fo r is he n o t his rep resen ta tive  
and  to  be  his h e ir?  —  H eb . 3 :5 ,  6 ; 1 2 :7 ;  R o m .8 :1 5 , 17.

W hile  these sons are  n o t to  be spared  from  th e  po lish ing  
processes necessary  to  m ake them  accep tab le  as sons,—  
“ accepted  in  th e  B eloved, ” — nevertheless th ey  are  to  be 
spared  from  som eth ing , our tex t assures us. O th e r S c rip 
tures" show  us th a t th is  class is to  be  spared, ( I ) from  t h e



Gathering the Lord's Jewels. 9

great tim e o f tr ib u la tio n  w hich  is to  com e upon  th e  wh ole 
w orld  o f  m ank ind  in  th e  en d  o f  th is age: in  harm ony  w ith  
ou r L o rd ’s w ords, “ W atch  ye, th a t ye m ay  be  acco u n ted  
w orthy  to  escape a l l  these things th a t sh a ll come to p a ss , and  
to  s tand  before th e  Son o f  M a n .”  (2 ) T h ey  a re  to  escape 
the  thousand  years o f  judgm en t or tr ia l, com ing  upon  th e  
w orld , w hich has its b eg in n in g  in  th e  tim e o f  troub le  of 
“ th e  tim e o f th e  e n d .”  T hus th e  A postle declares th a t 
th is class o f  faithful sons, th e  jew el class, “ sh a ll not com e 
in to  co n d em n a tio n  [ju d g m en t] w ith  th e  w o rld .” — L uke 
21: 36;  1 Cor. 1 1 :32 ; Jo h n  5 : 24.

N or does th is  im ply  th a t  th e  w o rld ’s tr ia l o r judgm en t 
w ill be an  u nendu rab le  o n e ; for, qu ite  to  th e  co n tra ry , we 
are assured th a t i t  w ill b e  m ost favorable, th a t th e  L o rd  
“ w ill ju d g e  th e  w orld  in  r igh teousness”  d u rin g  th e  M il
len n ia l age. B ut for th e  C hurch  to  have share in  th a t tr ia l 
w ould  m ean a  prolongation  o f  th e  p e rio d  o f  t r ia l ; i t  w ould 
m ean also a thousand  years o f  delay  o f e n te r in g  in to  th e  
joys o f  th e  L o rd  in  th e  fullest sense,— a thousand  years of 
de lay  in  a tta in in g  to  th a t w h ich  is p erfect . A n d  n o t on ly  
so, bu t, as we have seen from  o th e r Scrip tures, an d  as is 
im plied  in  th is  S crip ture , th e  class now  b e in g  selecte d  is a 
jew el class, d iffering  in  m an y  respects from  th e  w orld of 
m an k in d  in  general, a ll o f  w hom  have been  redeem ed , and  
fo r a ll o f  w hom  a w ay o f  escape w ill be p rov ided , from  th e  in 
herited  A dam ic sin  and  penalty , “ in d u e t im e .” -— 1 T im . 2:6.

“ A F T E R W A R D  I T  Y I E L D E T H  T H E  P E A C E A B L E  F R U I T S  O F  

R I G H T E O U S N E S S .”

N or are we to  suppose th a t those w ho are now  pressed 
against the  w heel o f tr ib u la tio n , difficulty, are  th e reb y  
m ade m iserable. Q u ite  to  th e  co n tra ry , th ey  realize, as 
th e  Scrip tures p o in t ou t they  shou ld , a joy  an d  peace  w hich  
the  w orld  know s n o t o f,— w hich  th e  w orld  can  n e ith e r 
give n o r take  away. A n d  w hen i t  is rem em bered  th a t  th e ir  
severe experiences a n d  po lish ings a re  “ b u t for a  m o m e n t,”  
as com pared  w ith  th e  lo n g er d iscip lines o f those w ho w ill 
be  d ea lt w ith  in  th e  M illen n ia l ag e ,— w hen i t  is rem em 
bered  also th a t in  p ro p o rtio n  to  th e ir  trials an d  difficulties 
they  are  g ran ted  th e  “ m ore g race ,”  an d  a d d it io n a lly  th a t 
th e  rew ard shall be  exceedingly , ab u n d an tly  m ore th an  they



could  ask o r th in k , acco rd ing  to  th e  exceeding great an d  
precious prom ises o f  th e  d iv ine  W o rd ,— th en  we can see 
th a t th is  house o f  sons, these “ jew els”  now  being  p repared  
by th e  L o rd , are  tru ly  h igh ly  favored above all m en , an d  
m ay w ell take th e  spo iling  o f  th e ir  goods (w orld ly  repu ta 
tio n , e tc ., included) joy fu lly ; know ing  th a t these th ings are 
but w ork ing  out th e ir  “  far m ore exceed ing  an d  e te rna l 
w eight o f  g lo ry .” — 2, Cor. 4 :1 7 .

Ill speak ing  o f us as sons o f G od , th e  S crip tures declare 
th a t we are in  th e  school o f  C hris t ( th e  sam e th o u g h t as 
th e  cu ttin g  o f  the  jew els) : an d  o f  those w ho w ill u ltim ate ly  
be accep ted  as sons, th ey  show th a t th ey  w ill be  such as 
finish th e ir  course w ith  jo y ,— such as will have com plied  
w ith  th e  p re d e s tin a te d  conditions;  v iz .,  th a t a ll w ho w ill be 
o f th a t son class ( th e  jew els) m ust be  copies o f  G o d ’s dear 
Son, w ho h im self is the  grea test, m ost b r illia n t an d  abso
lu tely  perfect o n e .— R om . 8 :2 9 , 30.

T h e  process o f seek ing  th e  house o f  sons, th e  jew els, an d  
po lish ing  them , has a lready  been in  progress for over e ig h t
een  c e n tu r ie s ; and  th e  Scrip tu res in d ica te  to  us th a t  now  
the end  o f  th e  age is upon  us, the  tim e fo r m ak ing  up o r 
g a th e rin g  these jew els, and  se ttin g  them  in  th e  g lo ry  o f 
th e  d iv in e  natu re , p rep ara to ry  to  th e  new  age in  w hich they  
shall b e  exalted  as the  lig h t o f th e  w orld . T h e  signs o f 
th e  tim es clearly  in d ica te , in  h arm ony  w ith  th is , th a t the  
g rea t tim e  o f  troub le  for th e  w orld  is n ig h , even a t th e  
d o o r, to  p repare  the  w orld  for th e  com ing  blessings. H en ce  
w e see th a t i f  we are  to  be am ongst the  accep tab le  jew els, 
.am ongst th e  sons w ho shall be spared  from  th e  ca lam ities 
ap p ro ach in g , we have need  to  g ive d iligence , an d  to  co 
o pera te  w ith  th e  g reat M aster-W orkm an , th a t th e  shap ing  
a n d  po lish ing  o f  our hearts, our w ills, m ay be  p erfec ted  
quickly, and  th a t we m ay be  ready  to  share  a  g lo rious p a r t , 
when h e  com es to  m ake up his jew els, his loved an d  his own.

“  T H E N  SH A LL YE . . . D ISC E R N  B E T W E E N  T H E  R IG H TEO U S  
A N D  T H E  W IC K E D .”

T h e  L o rd , th ro u g h  th e  p ro p h e t, ind ica tes th a t as soon as 
th e  jew els shall have been g a th e red  there w ill be a  general 
c h an g e  in h is  dealings w ith  th e  w orld  o f  m an k in d . Verse 
15 shows how  it is a t th e  p resen t tim e, w hile th e  po lish ing

10 Gathering the Lord’ s Jewels.
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o f  th e  L o rd ’s jew els progresses: th e  un faith fu l an d  the  
w orld ly  frequen tly  seem  to  have th e  ad v an ta g e ; bu t vs. 18 
p o in ts  ou t th a t a fte r th is po lish in g  o f  the jew els is co m 
p le ted , an d  they  have been  se t in  th e  g rea t crow n o f  re 
jo ic in g  a t th e  end  o f  th is age, “ T h en  shall ye re tu rn , an d  
d iscern  betw een  th e  righ teous an d  th e  w icked , betw een 
him  th a t serveth  G od  an d  h im  th a t serveth  h im  n o t .”

N ow  w hile evil p redom ina tes, w hile “  th e  p rince  o f  th is 
w o r ld ”  (J o h n  14 : 30) reigns unbound , an d  w hile “ th ey  
th a t tem p t G od  are  even d e liv e red ,”  i t  w ould  be  d ifficult, 
b y  ou tw ard  ev idences, to  ju d g e  o f  w ho are  th e  L o rd ’s 
favored  ones. In d eed , his favored  ones, h is “ jew els ,” 
seem  to  be  less favored and  to  have m ore  afflic tions, m ore 
tr ia ls , m ore  persecutions, m ore d ifficulties, a  narrow er way, 
th an  o thers. A n d  am ongst them , co n sequen tly , are  n o t 
found  m an y  g rea t o r rich  o r w ise, b u t chiefly  th e  p oo r of 
th is  w orld , r ich  in  fa ith , an d  p ro spective ly  heirs o f  th e  
K in g d o m  (Jas. 2 :5 ) . B ut w hen these shall be  g lorified  
w ith  th e ir  L o rd  in  th e  K in g d o m — th e n  th e re  shall be  a  
genera l change, a  tu rn in g  rou n d . N o longer w ill th e  w icked 
an d  those w ho tem p t G od be  found  in  pow er an d  in  influ
ence an d  in  p ro sperity , an d  th e  hum ble , th e  m eek, the  
go d ly , suffer persecu tion  an d  tr ib u la tio n : bu t con trariw ise , 
o f  th a t  tim e, w hen  C h ris t’s M illen n ia l re ig n  shall be in 
augura ted , i t  is dec la red  p ro p h e tica lly , “ In  h is  day  the  
righ teous shall flourish ,”  an d  th e  “ ev ildoer shall b e  cu t 
o ff”  —  S atan  shall be  bo u n d  also. —  Psa. 7 2 :7 ; 3 7 :9 ;  
R ev. 20 :2 .

“ T H E Y  . . .  S P A K E  O F T E N  O N E  T O  A N O T H E R .”

B ut g lan c in g  back a t the  co n te x t we see an o th e r sug
gestion  resp ec tin g  th e  disposition o f th is  “ je w e l”  class 
d u rin g  th e ir  tim e o f  po lish ing . W e read , “ T h ey  th a t 
feared  [reverenced] th e  L o rd  spake often one to  ano ther. ’ ’ 
(vs. 16 .) A h yes! W h a t cou ld  b e  m ore  natu ra l th an  a d e 
sire  for com m union  w ith  all w ho are o f  “ like precious 
fa i th ,”  all w ho are sim ilarly  in  th e  hands o f  th e  L ap idar- 
is t, u n d e rg o in g  po lish ing , a ll w ho are  o f th e  sam e ch a r
a c te r, d isposition , as respects  G od  an d  his righ teousness?  
O ur L o rd  p o in ts  ou t th a t “  love o f  th e  b r e th re n ”  w ill be 
a m arked quality  'in  all h is se rvan t-son s, fo r he th a t  love th
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him  th a t begat loveth  also h im  th a t is begotten o f  G od. ( i  
Jo h n  5 : 1 . )  A n d  th e  ten d en c y  o f  th e  m utual love o f  th e  
“ b re th r e n ”  is to  m ee t freq u en tly  an d  (personally  o r 
th ro u g h  th e  p rin ted  o r  w ritten  page) to  speak to  each  o ther. 
T h e  A postle  Paul d is tin c tly  calls to  o u r a tte n tio n  th e  p ro 
p rie ty , yea, th e  necessity , fo r th is  class m eeting  to g e th er. 
H e  exhorts, “ F o rget n o t th e  assem bling  o f  yourselves to 
ge ther, . . . an d  so m uch  th e  m ore  as ye see th e  day [th e  
d ay  o f  g a th e rin g  o f  th e  “ jew els” ]  d raw ing  n ig h .”  I t  is 
to  th e  sam e en d  th a t o u r L o rd  has m ade som e o f  his p ro m 
ises to  h is peop le  co llective ly , saying, “  W hen  tw o o r  th ree  
o f  you a re  m et in  m y  nam e, th e re  am  I  in  th e  m id s t .” — 
M att. 1 8 :2 0 ; H eb . 10 :2 5 .

T h e re  is a th o u g h t also in  th e  w ord  “ to g e th e r ;”  the  
sons o f  G od a re  n o t m erely  anxious fo r a m eeting  in  w hich 
th e  w orld , th e  flesh an d  th e  d ev il w ill com m ing le— they  
are anx ious specially  fo r fellow ship  w ith  each  o th er, w ith  
those w ho have sim ilar cha rac te rs , sim ilar fa ith  in  the  p re 
cious b lo o d , sim ilar consecra tion , an d  w ho are  sim ilarly  pass
ing  th ro u g h  th e  hands o f  th e  g rea t P o lish er, to  be prepared  
for association  in  g lo ry . T h is  desire fo r fellow ship w ith  
o n e  a n o th e r  is n o t selfishness, n o r  an  im p ro p rie ty ; on  the  
co n tra ry , o u r L o rd  declares th a t those w ho love th e  ligh t 
com e to  th e  lig h t, w h ile  those  w ho love darkness sh u n  
th e  ligh t, an d  the  A postle  inqu ires , “ W h at com m union  
h a th  lig h t w ith  darkness?”  a n d  h e  p o in ts  o u t d is tin c tly  
th a t w hile Satan  an d  th e  c h ild re n  o f  darkness m ay sim ulate 
th e  tab le  o f  th e  L o rd  an d  th e  grace  o f  h is tru th , yet there  
is n o  rea l harm o n y  o r fellow ship betw een  th e ir  tab le  and  
th e  L o rd ’s tab le , upon  w hich  he  sets fo rth  th e  precious tru th  
fo r h is loved a n d  his o w n .— 1 C or. 1 9 :2 1 . See Z i o n ’ s  

W a t c h  T o w e r  fo r D ec. 1st, ’95, “ T h e  C up o f  th e  L o rd  
a n d  th e  T ab le  o f  th e  L o rd .”

W hen  w e read  th a t these  faithfu l “ spake to g e th e r ,”  we 
n a tu ra lly  in q u ire  respecting  th e  to p ic  o f  th e ir  converse, th e  
sub ject  upon  w hich  they  com m unicate . I t  is n o t s ta ted  
here, b u t is c lea rly  s ta ted  elsew here in  th e  in sp ired  W ord , 
T h e  A postle p o in ts  ou t th a t such ‘ ‘m in d  heavenly  th ings, ’ ’an d  
co n trasts  them  w ith  o thers o f  th e  ea rth , ea rth ly , w ho “ m in d  
earth ly  th in g s ,”  a n d  w hose god  is th e ir  belly . T h e ir  co n 
verse, therefo re , w ill n o t be  resp ec tin g  e a rth ly  pleasures,
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food  an d  ra im en t, th e  am b itio n s o f  th e  n a tu ra l m in d , the 
p rid e  o f  life, e tc ,, b u t w ill be  respec tin g  “ th e  th in g s  w hich  
b e lo n g  u n to  th e ir  p eace ,”  the  th in g s  w hich  are  upperm ost 
in  th e ir  h e a r ts : fo r these  a re  all seek ing  first th e  K in g d o m  
o f  heaven  an d  its righ teousness, a n d  in e a rth ly  m atters are 
“ c o n te n t w ith  such th in g s  as th ey  h a v e ,” — as th e  L o rd ’s 
p ro v idence  shall a rrange  for them .

T H E  N E W  S O N G  I N  T H E I R  M O U T H .

N eith er do  th ey  com e to g e th e r to  lam en t th e  tr ia ls and  
difficulties b y  th e  w ay, a lth o  th e re  m ay be  som e occasions 
w hen th e  m a jo rity  m ay “ w eep w ith  those  th a t w eep .”  
U sually , how ever, th e  p ro p er co n d itio n  is th a t  in  w hich  
each  should  live so in  th e  lig h t o f  th e  F a th e r’s co u n ten an ce  
th a t th e  tria ls an d  difficulties o f  th e  p resen t life, w hich 
w ould be  te rrib le  an d  burdensom e to  th e  w orld , unsusta ined  
by d iv in e  grace, w ill b e  to  these b u t “ lig h t a fflic tio n s : ’ 
and as ch ild ren  o f  th e  heaven ly  K in g , in s tead  o f  go ing  
m ourn ing  a ll th e ir  days, th ey  w ill re jo ice— rejo ice  in  t r ib 
u lation  a n d  adversity , as w ell as in  p rosperity . A cco rd ing ly , 
as th e  sen tim en t o f  th is  class, i t  is w rit te n ,— “ H e  hath  put 
a  new  song  in to  m y  m outh , even th e  lo v in g k in d n ess o f  our 
G o d .”

I t  is q u ite  in  h a rm o n y  w ith  th is th a t th e  A postle  prays 
for som e, th a t th ey  m ay b e  enab led  to  “ com p reh en d  w ith  
all sain ts the  len g th  an d  the  b read th , th e  h e ig h t an d  th e  
d e p th  o f  th e  love o f G od w hich passeth all u n d e rs ta n d in g .”  
T hose  w ho have received  th is “ new  s o n g ,”  an d  have com 
p reh en d ed  its  m ean ing , w ith  th e  sa in ts  in  genera l, w ill 
have, in  th is  love o f  G od, an d  in  th e  w ide an d  deep , h ig h  
and  glorious plan  o f  G od  for th e  salvation , first o f  the 
elect  C hurch , an d  subsequen tly  o f th e  w orld  o f  m an k in d —  
“  w hosoever w ill ” — an ab u n d an t them e, a nev e r-en d in g  
them e, a  them e above all o thers, w h ich  w ill fill th e ir  hearts  
and  fill th e ir  m inds. I t  w ill crow d o u t w orld ly  top ics, as 
be ing  n o t w orthy  to  be com pared . I t  w ill crow d  ou t com 
pla in ings an d  m urm urings, as b e in g  w ho lly  im p ro p er on 
th e  p a rt o f  those  w ho have been  rec ip ien ts o f  so m any  d i
v ine favors, an d  “'m u c h  advan tage  every  w a y ,”  in  th a t we 
have delivered  u n to  us the  d iv ine  orac les,— an d  especially  
in  view  o f  ou r a d o p tio n  in to  the  fam ily  o f  G od  as sons and
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“ jo in t-he irs w ith  Jesus C hrist our L o rd , i f  so be th a t we 
suffer w ith  h im , th a t we m ay be also glorified to g e th e r .” —  
R om . 8 :17 .

“ H IM  T H A T  IS  W E A K  I N  T H E  F A IT H  R E C E I V E .”

W hile  i t  w ould  be  w holly im p ro p er for th e  consecrated  
ones to  th ru s t ou t o th e rs  w ho desire  to  m ee t w ith  th em , or 
to  a ttem p t to  ju d g e  th e  hearts o f  those w ho profess fa ith  in 
th e  ransom  an d  full consecration  to  th e  L o rd , ye t to  the  
e x ten t th a t those w ho have received  th e  ho ly  sp ir it o f  a d o p 
tio n  le t th e ir  lig h t sh ine  ou t p roperly , an d  seek  to  “  ed ify  
one  a n o th e r ,”  an d  to  “ bu ild  one  a n o th e r u p  in  th e  m ost 
ho ly  fa i th ,” in  th a t p ro p o rtio n  th e  in s incere , th e  u n co n se 
c ra te d  a n d  th e  hypo critica l,w ill find less an d  less to  a tt ra ct 
them . A nd  in  consequence “ those w ho fear th e  L o rd  an d  
w ho th in k  upon  h is W o rd ”  find  all th e  m ore  o f  blessed 
sp iritua l com m union  an d  edification .

T h e  class o f  w hom  th e  A postle  says th a t th ey  are  sensual, 
ea rth ly , having  not the sp irit o f th e  L o rd , m ake d is tu rbance  
w hen they  com e am ongst th e  true sons o f  G od , an d  do  in 
ju ry , because w ith  them  as w ith  o thers  i t  is true, as i t  is 
w ritten , “ O ut o f th e  abundance  o f  the  h ea rt th e  m o u th  
sp eak e th ,”  an d  th e ir h earts , filled w ith  p rid e , selfishness, 
va in -g lo ry  a n d  am b itio n , overflow  th ro u g h  th e ir  m o u th s : 
an d  com m unication  w ith  such is unprofitab le . F ro m  such 
evil hearts com e evil w ords o f envy , slander, h a tred , m alice, 
strife, selfish suggestions co n tra ry  to  th e  w ord an d  sp ir it of 
th e  L o rd . Such ed ify  n o  o n e ; th e ir  influence is alw ays 
p e rn ic io u s; th ey  b u ild  n o t u p  in  th e  m ost h o ly  fa ith , b u t, 
on  th e  co n tra ry , ten d  to  develop  an d  to  cu ltiv a te  ro o ts  o f 
b itte rn ess , w hereby  often  “ m an y  are  defiled .” — H e b .12:15.

T hose  w ho fear th e  L o rd , w ho reverence h is  n am e , w ho 
th in k  upon  his W ord , w ho are  seek ing  to  copy  his d isp o 
s itio n , an d  to  be  fash ioned  u n d e r th e  h an d  o f  d iv in e  p ro v 
idence , should  see to  i t  th a t th e  class w e have described , of 
w hom  th e  A postle declares th a t th e ir  envy , m alice, h a tred , 
strifes, e tc ., are  w orks o f  th e  devil, do  n o t get o p p o rtu n itie s  
to  w ork th e ir  evil w orks. T h ey  shou ld  do  th is , first, by  
show ing  th e ir  d isapproval o f  all evil speak ing  an d  evil 
w orks : an d  those w ho can n o t show  th e ir  d isap p ro v a l by  
w ords o f kind ly  adm onition , p o in tin g  ou t th a t such th in g s
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are n o t from  G od , b u t from  th e  A dversary , should a t least 
m anifest th e ir  d isapproval in  th e ir w ith h o ld in g  any  look of 
sym pathy  w ith  such  a course, an d  by break ing  off th e  co n 
versation , and  very  gen era lly  avo id ing  the  com pany  o f  such; 
an d  by  th e  m ore  s tr ic t a tten tio n  to  th e ir  ow n w o rd s a n d  co n 
d u c t, tha t th ere in  they  m ay “ show  fo rth  th e  praises o f him  
w ho hath  called  us o u t o f  darkness in to  his m arvelous l ig h t .”

“ A N D  T H E  L O R D  H E A R K E N E D  A N D  H E A R D .”

A n o th e r th o u g h t in  th is co n n ec tio n , th a t we shou ld  n o t 
overlook , is th a t b ro u g h t to  our a tte n tio n  in  th e  w ords, 
‘ ‘A nd th e  L o rd  hearkened  an d  h ea rd  it. ’ ’ H ow  often  w ould 
th e  sons o f  G od be g rea tly  blessed as th ey  m eet to g e th er to  
ta lk  over th e  d iv ine  p lan , th e  d iv in e  goodness, w isdom , 
love, ju stice , an d  to  help  o n e  a n o th e r , an d  to  encourage 
one an o th e r w ith  psalm s, hym ns, sp iritua l songs, an d  b y  re 
fresh ing  one a n o th e r’s m in d s w ith  the  exceeding g rea t and  
precious prom ises w hich  belong  to  them  th a t reverence the  
L o rd ,— how  m uch w ould such be blessed, i f  they  could  a l
ways have in  m em ory  th is  s ta tem en t, th a t th e  L o r d  is 
hearkening , is lis ten ing  to  our conversation  w hen we speak 
together. H e  listens to  see w ho, out o f good  hearts, speak 
fo rth  those th in g s  w hich  are  lov ing , gen tle , pure, good , 
true, as d is tin g u ish ed  from  those who a re  careless o f th e  
tru th , an d  whose w ords are  v a in  o r frivolous, o r w orse than  
th is , s landerous, enm itous an d  selfish.

A n d  even am ongst those w ho are on  th e  L o rd ’s side, 
am ongst those w ho are show ing forth  h is praises, en deav 
o rin g  to  b u ild  one an o th e r up in  th e  m ost ho ly  fa ith , and  
in  th e  fru its an d  graces o f  the  sp ir it ,— we m ay be sure tha t 
o u r L o rd  hearkens to  such teachers and  helpers, and  takes 
know ledge o f  th e  p u rity  o f  th e ir  m otives as w ell as o f th e ir  
w o rd s; he takes know ledge o f  w hether they  a re  seek ing  to 
glorify  them selves, o r to  g lo rify  h im  in  th e ir use o f such 
priv ileges a n d  o p p o rtun ities . I f  th e ir  w ords are  boastfu l, 
it  w ould  in d ica te  p rid e  in  th e  h ea rt, a  flaw in  th e  “ jew e l,” 
w h ich  w ould  m ake it  unw orthy  to  be  am ongst those to  be 
“ g a th e re d .”  I f  va ing lo riously  any  a ttem p ts  to  take  to 
h im se lf th e  h o n o r w h ich  belongs to  the  L o rd , he is show 
ing  h im se lf d isloyal to  h is M aster, C hrist. Such w ould 
th u s  p rove  th a t he  had n o t th e  sp irit o f  th e  M aster, who



hum bled him self ,  an d  w ho gave a ll g lo ry  an d  h o n o r to  the  
F a th er, in  respect  to  every feature  o f the  g rea t salvation.

L e t a ll th e  Sons o f  G od rem em ber the  im portance  o f 
honesty , ‘‘tru th  in  th e  inw ard  p a rts ,”  w hen they  com e to 
gether as m em bers o f  th e  bo d y  o f  C h ris t, to  s tudy  th e  d i 
v ine W ord , and  to  h e lp  one  an o th e r, an d  “ le t n o th in g  be 
d one  th ro u g h  strife  o r vain  g lo ry , ’’ bu t le t each  esteem  the 
o th e r g reater in  sain tliness th an  h im self,— seeking to  see in 
each o ther, so far as possible, th e  good , th e  n o b le , th e  true: 
an d  le t each seek to  w atch  h is ow n h eart, a n d  to  know  o f  
his ow n b lem ishes. T hus le t personal h u m ility  an d  love 
o f  th e  b re th ren  keep pace w ith  o u r g row th  in know ledge 
o f  d iv ine  th in g s ; o therw ise le t us be assured th a t we are 
in  th e  sifting  an d  separa ting  tim e, an d  th a t all w ho have 
n o t th is  sp irit o f  hum ility , pa tience , gentleness, b ro th e rly - 
k indness, love, w ill surely  be separa ted .— 1 Jo h n  2 :19 .

Som e w ill n o t be  am ongst those w ho are gathered  as jew 
els, because th e  jew els w hich th e  L o rd  will g a th e r w ill be 
pure, “ first-w ater”  d iam onds— stain less. T h ey  are  to  be 
faultless in  love before th e  F a th e r ;  an d  p erfect  love n o t 
on ly  casts ou t fear, b u t casts o u t also selfishness, an im osity , 
evil surm ises an d  ev il-speak ings, as well as self-love, pride. 
O how  beau tifu l w ill b e  th e  L o rd ’s Jew els! H o w  full o f 
m ean ing  is th e  sta tem en t th a t o u r L o rd  Jesus, th e  g rea t 
Jew el, po lished  b y  th e  d iv in e  h an d , an d  after w hose 'like
ness we are  to  be  po lished , “ shall com e to  be  g lorified  in 
nis sain ts, an d  to  be  adm ired  [head  an d  b o d y ] o f  a ll them  
th a t believe in  th a t  d a y ,”  b y  a ll those w ho, d u rin g  th e  
M illennial D ay, com e in to  harm o n y  w ith  G od, th ro u g h  
C hrist, u n d e r  th e  term s o f  th e  New C o v en an t sealed by 
th e  precious b lo o d .— 2 T hes. 1 : 1o.

16 Gathering the Lord's Jewels.

W rite  to  us for sam ple  copies o f  T ra c ts  N os. 37 an d  41. T h e  la tte r 
exh ib its  c ita tions from  “ a ll th e  h o ly  p ro p h e ts  since  th e  w o rld  b e g an ” 
w h ich  in d ica te  th a t th e re  w ill be  in  th e  M illen n ia l D ay  a  g lorious op 
portun ity  for sa lva tion  open  to  th o se  w h o  h av e  n o t h a d  a n  o p p o rtu n ity  
in  th e  p resen t life.
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