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“CAUGHT UP IN'THE OLOUDS

“The dead in Christ shall rise first:
Then we which are alive and remain,
shall be caught up together with them
in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the
air; and so shall we ever be with the
Lord.” 1 Thes.4: 17.

The scene here described is un-
doubtedly the same event, as shown
by the same Apostle in 1 Cor. xv.
bl, 62, where he callg it our change
from a natural, corruptible, weak,
earthly body, to a spiritual, im-
mortal, powerful heavenly body.
Those members of *“the seed” (of
God), Christ, who lic in death’s cold
embrace, shall arise spiritual, im-
mortal, etc.,, but we who are alive
and remain unto the eoming of the
Lord, shall be changed in a moment,
in the twinkling of an eye. These
descriptions seem to portray the
change of all who have part in*“ the
first resurrection,” the victors over-
comers—who had not worshiped the
beast, neither his image, neither had
received his mark. Because changed
to immortal (incorruptible) beings,
“on such the second death hath no
power, but they shall be priests of
God and Christ, and shall reign with
him a thousand years.” (Rev. xx.
4-6.)

This must be a description of the
change of the “little - flock ” or
“ bride ” since the second or great
company “are not called overcomers,
and do not overcome the beast, im-
age and mark, but are subject to
their power, until they (beast, etc.)
are overthrown in the time of
trouble already commenced upon
them. It ig the “ body of Christ?
who are the overcomers. “To him
that overcometh, I will grant to sit
with me in my throne even as I

overcame.” * He that overcome‘l,lll
shall inherit all things.” Now nolice
that 9t is this class only which.is
mentioned in our text—* The dbad
in Christ ” (inembers of “ the body ")
and the living of the same class, vtho
are “caught up”—more properly
“caught away.” (8o rendered in
the Diaglott.) .

The change in our being which
takes place in conneclion with our
catching away as shown ‘in the cor-

|

.| responding passage of 1 Cor. xv. 51

52, viz. : from natural, earthly bodies
to spiritual, heavenly bodies, woald
scem to indicate to us that this
change is itself the calching away re-
ferred to—** and so shall we cever be
with the Lord.” When changed—
“made like unto Christ’s glorious
(spiritual) body "—we will from that
instant be as invisible to fleshiy
beings as He is, and as Angels are.
Our Lord we recognize as invisibly
present, and Angels rre said to be

ministering spirits seat forth to

Wi gre them not.

"This change from tlie natural to
the spiritual life and body will be
our “second birth.” We were be-
gotten of the flesh, and in duegime
were born of the flesh—= flefilly,
human body, in the likeness oﬁ'l}he
first Adam. This was our first birth.
Again we were begotten of God with
the word of his truth, that we
should be (future) a kind of fitst
fruits of his creatures (Jas, i. 18,)
and we will reach that condition
when “born of the spirit ’—into the
the full likeness of the ‘“second
Adam "—the * Divine spiritual life
and body. Thus we have even now
become new creaturcs in  Christ
Jesus, and partakers of the Divine
nature, and owr change will be this
new life completed, Then what Jesus
gaid of all spiritual bodies will be,
true of us also. ‘‘That which is
born of the Spititisspirit. * * *
The wind blowoth were it listeth and
thou hearest the sound thercol, but
canst not tell whence it cometh, or
whither it goeth ; so s cvery one that
is born of the Spirit—invisible, incom-
prehensible to humanity. “ So shali
we ever be with the Lord.”

Our text says we are “to meet the
Lord in the Air.” The Greck word
here used for air,is in thrce other
places used symboljeally to repre-
sent govcrmn,cn,t or controlling power
over Ivarth (Eph. ii. 2. Rev. ix. 2and
xvi. 17.) We belicve it to be used m
the same way here: When changed
—made like him and united with
him we are associated in power and
it becomesour work “to execute the
judgmentswritten : This honorhath
all his saints.” (Psa. exlix. 9.)

As to the time of our change, that

it is at, (or during) the sounding of

6t

the “lagt trump,”-—the  seventh,”
Rev. x.7,and xi. 156-18—and after the
Lord himself hag descended is plain-
ly stated. Weneed nothererepeatthe
-evidences that the “seventh trump”
JDegan its sounding A, D., 1840, and
will continue until the end of the
time of trouble, and the end of “The
times of the Gentiles,” A, D., 1914,
and that it is the trouble of this
“Great day,” which is here symbol-
dcally called the voice of the Arch-
angel when he begins the deliver-
ance of {leshly Israel. “Atthattime
shall Michael stand up, the great’
Prince. (Archangel) which stand-
eth for the children of thy people,
Land there shall be a time of trouble
lsuch as never was since there was a
aation, Dan, xil. 1. Nor will we
here, again present the conclusive
Bible proof that our Lord came for
hig Bride in 1874, and hasan unseen
work as Reaper of the first-fruits of
tlie Gosnel Age, (Rev. xiv,. 16) in sep-
mating between wheat and tares gud

and “the trump of God ” were sym-
hols of the closing epoch of this age
and its troublous events, o now we
find *“the clouds” to symbolize the
gathering of the trouble in -that
epoch ; “ the lightning ” to symbolize
or illustrate our Lord’s presence * in
His day,” and that “ air 7 ig used as
the symbol of the spiritual throne
from which Satan (“the prince of
the power of the air”) is to be de-
posed, and to which our Leord and
His joint-heirs are to come.
Thegreattimeof troubleas astorm
has been and continues gathering
over Earth. The air (the spiritual
“ powers of darkness,” surrounding
and ruling over *“the present evil
world,” under the direction of “The
Prince of the powers of the air,”
(Iph. ii. 2)) “the DPrince of this
world—age,) becomes more and
more vitiated until the storm breaks.
The Princk of darkness now works
in the hearts of the children of diso-
bedlence to the accomplishment:of

sashering the living ihto b sondjtion
ob readiness for {Wair chanpe. The
. . s . ey
finnl prephration is made when the
Bridegroom comes,and they thutl arc
ready for union, go in with him to
the marringe—into the “guest cham-
ber ¥ where they may finish the last
touches of personal adornment.
Then comes the inspection and cast-
ing out of one not having on a wed-
ding gaiment; after which the mar-
riage takes place,for his wife will
have “ made herself rendy.” (Rev.
xix.7.)

Jesus himself does not make the
Bride ready, but the knowledge of his
presence, and the thought of the com-
ing union with him when ready, make
her zealous in the use of the agen
cies already provided for lier prepar-
ation—the Spirit and the Word of
truth.

We have seen that in his days of
presence it will beas it wasin Noah's
days—The world will know not.
(Malt. xxiv. 39, Luke xvii. 26.) We
are told that the day of the Lord is
a day of tvouble, a day of clouds and
thick darkness. (Zeph. i, 156, Joel
ii. 2) We aretold also that “ asthe
lightning which shineth” (not asthe
shining, but as the invisible electric
fluid which causes the shining) “so
shall the Son of Man be in his day.”
(Matt. xxiv. 27. Luke xvii. 24.)
Now if he i8 to be as lightning and
his day, « day of clowds as the above
textsassert,arethey notin harmony?
In the natural storm when we sie
Nlashes lrom lightning and hear peals
of thunder, it gives evidence to ne
that atmospheric changes are tak-
ing place, that the vitiated and cor-
rupl “ air” is to be changed and we
rejoice that it will be pure after the
storm.

We now find a harmony in the ac-
count ol our gathering. As we long
since found “ the voice of archangel”

H

his own wiJl—viz: .inoporesringand
oppysing Justice_and tiuth fo the
alllifT¥ir6f mankind  The cloads
are gathering nnd men’s heartsiare
beginning to fail for fear of the ap-
proaching storm—* for fear of thouse
things that are coming on the
Barth.” Soon it will break in all its
fury. But though it fills all hearts
with fear and dread, in its final re-
sults, it will prove a great blessing
to the earth (mmankind), displacing
the present *“powers of the Air”
(“ powers of darkness,”—spiritual
wickedness in  high-controlling-
places ) and giving place to Karth’s
rightful ruler—Jesus and his Bride,
also gpiritual beings (powers of the
air.) 8o after the storm shall the
“Sun of righteousnesa rise with heal-
ing in his wings,” and the kingdom
of darkness shall give place to the
kingdom of Jight, and mankind will.
rejoice in the pure air and cloudles:s
suulight of that perfect day. '

Notice also that the flashes of
lightning come from among the
clouds, and become more and more
vivid as the storm increases. How
the various scriptures interpret
each other: “As the lightning, ro
ghall the Son of Man be in his day.’
“Behold he cometh with clouds.”
“The day of the Lord is a day of
trouble, of clouds and thick dark-
ness.” * e maketh the clouds H is
chariot; He walketh upon the wings
of the wind.”  Psa. civ. 3.

Israel at Mount Sinai was a fyple
of the world receiving instructions
from God during the time of trouble.
They saw the fire fromm the Mount
enveloped in clouds, so in the time
of trouble, the world will learn of
the Lord’s presence by the judg-
ments [fire] issuing from the king-
dom [mountain] though obscured
and enveloped by the clouds and
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darkness [trouble] of that time.
Yes, *“ He shall be revenled in flam-
ing fire.” (2 Thes. i. 8.) :
Moses describes the scene when
the people did exceedingly fear and
quake, &c.: “Thou stovdest before
the Lord thy God in Horeb when
the Lord said unto me—Gather
me the people together and I will
make them hear my words and they
shall learn to fear me nll the days
that they shall live upon the Earth.”
So during the day of wrath, God will
plead by judgments with all flesh
and they will leurn n lesson never to
be forgotten. ** And the mountuin
burned with fire unto the widst of
heaven, with darkness,-.clouds and
thick darkness. And the Lord
spake unto you out of the midst of
thefire. Ye {mard the voice of words
but saw no similitude.” As they
learned the lesson and knew of Je-
hovah’s presence, &c, but “saw no
form,” so during the time of trouble
it will be nlso *“ Behold he comecth.
with clouds and every c¢ye shall see
[optomai, recognize] him.” All will
indeed recognize his presence us in-
dicated by “the great day of his
wrath having come,” but none but
the Saintsshal] * see Him as he is”
for, * Without holiness no man shall
see the Lord.” Israel sni}L“ Behold
the Lord our God hath showed us His
glory and His greatnessand we have
heard his voice out of the midst of
the fire. If we hear the voice of the
Lord our God any more then weo
shall die.” And they eutreated that
Moses should be thereafter a media-
tor to communicate God's will and
they would obey Him. (Deut.iv.11.)
Get the reality of which that was
but a shndow and we can see how
*“‘The glory of the Lord shall be re-
vealed and all flesh see it together,”
and yet none but ‘the Holy see the
King ard none but those born of the

enemy” [death]. Yes our Lord
when he lins comne and madé trouble
and darkness his pavilion lifts his
bride—delivers her from the strong
enemy of the fleshly nature, intod
the perfection of our new nature like
unto Christ glorious body. Lord help
us to be ready for the chnnge that
we may be thus ** caught away.”
“Yorever with the Lord,
Amen, so let it be,
Life from the dead 13 in the word ;™
*Tis immortality.” -

BEYOND THE VAIL.

“In his letter to the Hebrews, the
Apostlefrequently relers loavail, Lle
is writing to those who were tumiliar
with the earthly tabernacle, its ar-
rangements and services. The
Apostlo endeavors toshow thatitwas
only a type or figure designed to il-
lustrate spiritual truths. -
. There were three curtains, two of
which were called vnils, Let us see:
If we had visited the I'abernacle in
the wilderness, the first object to
meet our attention ns we npproanched
would have been the white linen
curtaing which completely rur-
rounded everything (both Taber-
nacle and its court) so high that we
could not see over it, and reaching
to the ground so that we could see
nothing under it. All the work
withinishidden from nureyes. This
is “ the curtain ” or vail of ignoranee
and unbelief. This vail now pre-
vents the world from understunding
the work of sncrifice for sin, etc.,
now going on inside (in the church).

We entered in through faith. We

are no longer without, among unbe-

lievers, Lut within, among “‘the

househald of faith "—the Levitew

We look at the altar, and arc told
that it represents sacrifice, and that
God expects self-sacrifice. We jook
at the “Inver  full ol water, and arc
told that it represents the word of
God, and that we are to use it and
put away rins—be “clean through
the word.” We make some trifling
gacrifices upon the altar, nud splash
n little in the water, and feel per-
fectly contented,  We act and play
and dally very ‘much as those do
(the world) whoare yet beyoud this
“eyrtatn "—in  unbelief. But God
has sent to us hevalds, who, coming
in among the company, procliim,
“We bescech you, brethren, by the
mercies of God '—il you fvel wradi-
tude for the manifest love of God,
and desire to plense Him and enter
into the hlessings to which you nre
culled—'* your high calling "—that
you do more than you have vet
done. If you would follow the cx-
ample of our Lord, as you have
agreed to do,you must not only lay
theze foys upon the altar, but your
all.  I'besecch you that *you pre-
sent your bodies a living sacrifice, holy,
acceptnble to God, your reasonable
service.”

Some heed not the voice, they are
8o much engaged with the carthly
toys. But some are aroused. They
lenve those earthly trinkety,and zive
their attention to fullowing the ex-
ample of Jesus and the apostles, pre-

This curtain now covers the hearts
and minds of the heathen and the
Jews, “The wvail is upon their
heart,” *“the same wvat/ untaken
away.” This vail of ignorance and
unbelief obstructs their view during
this gospel age, while God is taking
out u people as the body of the High

spiritt—apiritual bodies ¢dn"see tho

ingdom of God. (Jno, iii. 8.) -
Psa. xovil. 7, describes the estab-
lishment of the Kingdom of God:
*“Jehovah reigns,......clouds and
darkness are round about him......
fire %oes before him and burns up
his foes on every side. His light-
nings enlightened the world, the
earth [?eoplig saw and qualked.
Mountains [Kingdoms of Earth]
melted like wax at the presence of
Jehovah, at the presence of the Lord
of the whole Earth and all the peo-
ples saw His glory.” (New trans.)

How this harmonizes with all the
other pictures of the day of wrath.
First, the clouds of trouble ; second,
the presence of the Lord (as the light-
ning) whose presence is manifested
to the world by flashes of light and
knowledge which will more and
more disclose to the world His
power and glory and reign, and this
Jire of judgment consumes all opposi-
tion to the reiﬁn of righteousness.

We conclude then that if“ He
cometh with clouds " of trouble, ete.,
we shall be “eaughtaway in clouds”
of the same sort; thatis after he has
come. Ifwe are prepared, we shall
be caught to meet him during the
gathering of tue trouble, before the
storm burets.

David [anointed] was doubtless a
type of the church in her deliver-
ance, 88 pictured in the song (2
Saml. xxii.) in which he says (vs. 10)
‘“He bowed the heavens also and
came down and darkness was under
his feet......He was seen upon the
‘wings of the wind, and he made
darkness his pavilion round about
bhim......and thick - clouds" of the
skies......He sent forth and took me;
«sses. He delivered me from tbe strong

Priest, otc, and recciving through
£ High Priest the * ain offering.”
But soon their full ransom~will be
complete and accepted, and then
“the vail shall be tanken away.”
(2 Cor. iii. 14-16.) Thisis the same
thought given us by the Prophet
when he declares, God ** will destroy
in this mountain [kingdom, the
glorified church] the face of- the
covering [denth] cnst over all people
and the vail [ignorance and ung‘el}i)ef,
etc.] spread over all nations.” Isa.
xxv. 7.)

But now, for the purpose of de
veloping a peculinr people, this great
temporary barrier is allowed to re-
meain, and there is only one way
through it called **the gute.” This
gate represents belief in Jesus as the
way of approach to God. Once
seeing the gate we may look in and
see the altar and laver, indicating
to us that His =acrifice pnid the
price of our ransorn. We are still of
the world, but geeing the love of our
Creator and of Jesus a8 manifested
in our purchase, we are impresced
with the thoughtof the “ exceeding
sinfulness of 8in,” and realizing for
the first time, the * great love where.
with he loved us,” we say, Lord
We cin never repuy your goodnoss
and love, but let us do something
which will show our apprecintion.
The Father says to us: Have vou
heard the call of my word? Itis
that any of you, may, if you will,
enter by this road which my only
begotten Son trod, into full sonship,
L)urtuke of the Divine nature and
are spiritual bodies, ele. _

We could not understand all that
was meant! Our ears were dull of
hearing, but we felt grateful and de-
sired to show it, and went forward.

senting themselves to God us living
sacrifices,und “reckoning themselves
dead indeed to sin” and to the
“world.” They have now under-
gone a camplete change, They have
now entered from the “court’” into
the “tabernacle’” itself, passing
through ' the firat vail,” (This word
translated vai! is from on different
Greek word from that tritnslated vail
in 2 Cor. iii. 14-16, referred to above,
agrepresentingthe*curtain.”) Those
who pass through this first “vail” in.
cothe “holy place’ arethe ones who
Julfill their “ covennnt by sacrifice,”
called Baints.  All believers coming
through the * curtatn ” are ** called to
be saints,” but only those who obey

,Jthe call and yield themselves sucri-

fices ““ make their ealling nund elec-
tion sure.”

Thus this first vail represents
clearly our death to the world. "The
flesh is left rutside, volunturily giv-
en over to denth und destruction,
while we as new creatures in Christ,
go beyond this vail, and enjoy a
newness o1 life.”” Thus we fill two
pictures: our earthly nature liny
been given up, deprived of life, and
is being tnken without the camp to
be destroyed, while our new nature
i at the samec inslant within the
first vail, not as men, but as mem-
bers of the IHigh Pricst’s body, We
are not only dead with Him, but
nlso alive with Ilim. “ We are
buried with Him by baptism into
death.” (Rom. vi. 4), “wherein also
ye are risen with Iim.” (Col. ii.
12). Tho natural body is no longer
we, for “we are not in the flesh, hut
in the spirit.”  (Rom. viii. 9).

We claim then that our goine
through this first vail represents
the death of the natural fleshly
will or mind, and that our enter-
ingthe inside of the Tubernacle rep-
resents our entrance to the condi-
tion of the spiritual ar new nature,
“ FFor ye are dead,” (as men.)“If ye
then be risen with Christ, seek those
things which nre nbove; sct your
affoctions on things nbove, not on

things on the earth, for ye are dead.”
(Col. iii. 1-3.) For God ‘*‘hath
raieed vy up, (in tho spirit of our
minds,) nnd made us sit together in
heavenly places (spiritual condi-
tions) in Christ Jesus. (Eph. ii. 6.]

Progressing in our new nature.we
come to the sccond vail, but we can-
not po through this vail until the
flesh has been entirely destroyed—
represented by the burning of the
body of the sin-offering without the
camip. But remember that the
flesh of “the goat of sin-offering”
represenix the fleshly bodies of all
the members of Christ, and its de-
struction (** burning ™) requires all
of thiz gospel ange.  Though Paul's
hody was yielded up and destroyed
fong agmo, he must wait; he cannot
enter through the second vail until
all we who are fellow members of
the: same body, likewise have the
hody of flesh destroyed, for * They
without us shell not be mnado per-
fect.” [Ieh. xi. 40.] Consider for
n moment what it will be for us to
Le made perfect.  Would it be the
perfecting of the fleshly nature?
Oh, no! We gave it up to destruc-
tion as a- sacrifice, before we passed

the first vail, and the life that we
now live and geck to have perfected
is the spiritval, Divine life. Hav-
ing begun in the spirit and pro-
gressed thus far, could we be per-
fected through the flesh? Certainly
not, We now have the “mind of
Chrigt,” * the gpirit of Christ,” “the
apirit of adoption,” *our new na-
ture” and enjoy it mueh. What
we Incle of being perfect is a spiritu-
al body in harmony with our “spir-
itunl mind,” new nature. And this
is what we nre waiting.for. this con-
dition of perfection. “When that
which i3 perfect is coms that-which
is in part ahnll be done awny.”
Now we are in part natural, but the
natural part will soon give place to
the body tvhich God *hag' promised
us—a apiritunt—Iike unto Christ’s
glorious bady. *Ishall be satisGed
when I awake in thy likeness.” v
We have seen that there are two
stages to the sccond bLirth ; first, the
hegelting of the spirit when we get our
new life in the old body, where it
developsat the expense of the body;
second, our birth by the resurrec-
tion, when we shall be “bormn from
thedend.” So now, wesee the same
general lesson taught by the two
vails of the Tabernacle.” To enter
thp_presence of God—the plane of
spiritunl or Divine life—both of
these vails representing the flesh
must be passed. DBeloved Lrethren,
you have all come in through the
outside “ gale,” through the curtain,
you are believers in Jesus, know of
his having ransomed us. You
among many have been called to
be saints and heirs of God. Are
you making that calling sure?
Huve you mude the covenant to die
with Jesus—* The covenant of rae-
rifice?”  Are you doing according
to your covenunt, walking in new-
ness of life, obeying the law of your
new nature—Love? 1f you are, I
need not nsk, T know that the result
is the erucifying of the “old man.”
If you are within the first vail,
thank God and take courage, re-
membering that to “keep your
bo_d_y under,” you must have all the
spiritual strength and light 1o be
derived from the unleavened bread
and the golden candlestick. Let us
press on close up to the second vail,
and there at the golden incense altar
offer an offering ncceptable and of
sweet savor to God throuph Jesus

Christ.
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Put on thy Beautiful Bobes, Bride of Christ.

Put on thy beautiful robes, Bride of Christ,
Fos tho King shall ombrace theo to-day;

Itreak forth lntoslnging; the moralag has'dawued,
And the shadows of night fice away. .

Sbake o the dust from thy fuet, Bride of Chrlst:
For the Conqueror, girded with might,

Bhall yauquish the fue, the dragon caxt down,
And the cohoris of higll put Lo fllght. .

Thou art 4he Brklo of 111s love, 1is clect;
Dry thy toars, for thy sorrows sre past;
Ivne wore the hours whon thy Lonl was away,
But Ho camy with the marulng at last,

‘The winda buar tha nolss of I{is charlot-whecls,

© Awd the thunders uf victory roari

Lin up thy busutlful gatas, rido of Chrlsl,
For the grave has dowminion no more.

Once Lhoy arrayud IThu with scoraing; but sco!
His nrpnnl ix glorious now:

In His hand are tho koya of doxth and of-hall,
And tho dlwlow gleatus ou lila brow.

Hark{ 's hor'voice: Alleluia sho slng,
Allotulal the capilves o froal
Uufolded tho gatoa of I'arndise staud,
Aud unfolded forever shall be.

‘Cholr answurs cholr, where thie song has.no end;

All the salnts rales hosanoas ou high;
Deep calls unto deep ln tho ocean of ’ovo,

Auw Lo Urule lifts ber jubilaut cry. -
—Selecled.

GATHERING TO CHRIST.

—

“Gather my saints togethier unto me;

.those that huve made & covenant with

me by sacrifice,” Psalml. 5.

This gathering is not at death,
nor continuously before and during
the Gospel age, but takes place
afler and in consequence of the

rd’s return. This is8 one of sev-
eral things to transpire after the
Loxd’s coming, as indicated by the
context. From the third to the
fifth verse inclusive, is evidently a
prophecy of that to which Paul re-
fers in 2 Thess. ii. 1: *“The coming;
of ‘'our Lord Jesus Christ,and our
gathering together unto him.”

‘This is one'of the evidences that
what in foretold in the Old Testa-
meut that God will' do, is fulfilled
by. the Son of God, and which

roves the unity of their work.

‘That, this refers to the second

coming is evident because the first|p

was in the past when Paul wrote.
That it does not refer to His final
coming, or manifestation™o’ tho
world, is clear, because when He
thus comes “all the saints” are to
come with Him, Zech.xiv.5. Their
gathering to Him must precede

Him. Jesus
says:” “I go to prepare a place for
you; [the church asrepresented by
the twelve] and * * I will come
again and receive you to myself”
Jno. xiv. 2-3. ) }

It is evident that the object of
Cbrist’s second coming is to receive
or gather His church .to Himself
Because ol this and because neither
Cbrist nor Puul mentions any inter-
val of time for work between the
coming and the gathering, it is most
coramonly supposed that the gath-
ering is wmmediately after His -com-
ing. So when we speak of the Pres-
ence of the Bridegroom, and express
our conviction that He has coma to
deliver His own and gather them
juto the hoavenly Cabaan, wo arc
met with the objeclion, * If He has
como -to gather us, why nre we not
gathered,and why do ull thiongs con-
tinue as before, and we are lefl to
toil on in the envmy’s land?” From
the standpoint of the objector our
claim is a sveming absurdity; and
for thuse who have never seen the
evidences thers is room for great
When a position is not
understood it is readily perverted,
and we need patience when we are

" misrepresented.

Whoever will read thu passage
from which our text is chosen, will
see that there is o fiery scene. or

. some kind of judgment, [fire means

judgment,] and therefore an inter-
val of time, either long or short, in
whjch thut work of judgment is to

be done, between the coming and
the gathering. The fact that tlis
interval is not mentioned by Christ
and Paul, in the passage roferred to
above, is certainly not proof that
such an interval does not exist.
The whole truth is seldom, if ever,
found in one connection. In Luke
xix, 16 and onward is an account by
the Lord IHimself, of a work of ex-
amination after He had returned,
and before the reward, As tho re-
ward is to be with Him and like
Him, (these two things being in-
cluded in each other,) this is evi-
dence that there is an interval of

‘time between the coming (o gather

the saints and the gathoring itsolf.
Of course wo believe that the inter-
vening work is in reference to the
gathering, that being the object for
which He came. .

There ‘are facts snssociated with

‘the deliverance of Israel from their

bondage in Egypt, which we offer
as having a bearing, ty&)icnlly, on
this subject of the Lord’s coming
and the deliverance of the church,
In that picture it appears that the
nation of Israel represents .the
whole church, or household of faith,
including not only the saints,—a
“little flock,”—but also * them that
fear His name, small and great,”—
“p, great- multitude,”—while Alaron
represents that portionof the church
cu.]lled “gnints,”” who are to be most

'directly associated with Christ as a

Great High Priest, and in the work
of executing judgment. The gath-
ering of the saints unto Christ, s
doubtless foreshndowed by Aaron
going to meet Moses in the Mount
of God. And, it will be observed,
this event had refurence not only to
the execution of judgmonts on the
Egyptians, but also through the
lagues to the deliveranco of Isracl.
In the third chapter of Exodus

we have the record of the Lord ap-,

pearing to Moses at Horeb, or Sinai,
—4 the Mountain of God.” Ver. 1.

The Lord appeured in the burning|

bush.. There is. no reason to sup-
pose. that Moses saw the Lord. He
was present yet invisible, but. Moses
hiad evideace that the Lord was there,
by His word. This iz one of the
evidences that a spiritual being can
be present and yet be invisible.
The ground was holy. "
After announcing Himself, the
Lord said: “ I have surely seen the
affliction of my people which are in
Egypt, and have heard their crv by
reason of their tuskmasters; for I
know their sorrows; and Iam come
down lo deliver them.” Verses 7-8.
Here aro stated the fact that He had
come and the olject for which He
came, and yet we know it was a
considerable time after He came to
deliver them, before they were actu-
ally delivered. The rolation be-
tween the Lord’s coming then, and
the deliverance of Israel, is as inti-
mate as the relation betweon the
Lord’s coming now, and the gather-
ing of the church, “I am come
down to deliver them  is as closely
connected as ‘I will come again and
receive you ta myself.” Now we
know.that there was time between
that coming and deliveranse; will
not our readers admit the possibili-
ty, yea, the probability, ol there.be-
ing an interval of time between this
coming and deliverance? To en-

force this thought, put yourselvesin|p

place of the Israclites, toiling on
under the terrible Egyptian bond-
pze. If Moses should come to you
with the statemeut, ‘Be of good
cheer, comrades. the Lord las come to
deliver you,” would there not be as

much reason {o dispute the claim
as there is to dispute tho omne we
make, and" for the sume reasons:
* We are- not delivered and all
-things continue as they were ?"

* There was, of course, a longer
time between the coming and the
deliverance of the whole nation,
than between the coming and the
exaltation of Aaron, All was done
on time and order. ‘“Auron, the
rsaint of the Lord,” (Psulm cvi. 16)
escaped the plagues, and assisted
Moses in theirexecution as a means
to the salvation of Isrnel—the Lord’s
son,even His first-born. Lxod.iv, 22,
And here some are to be accounted
worthy to.escape the things coming
on the earth ; (Luke xxi. 36)as over-
comers ‘to 8it with Chbrist [the
prophet like unto Moses—i. ¢. the
antitype] in His throne, and have
power over the nations to break
them, (Rev. ii. 26-27 and iii. 21,) “To
exccute vengeance upon the nations,
and punishments upon the people.
* * To execute upon them the
judgments written : this honor have
pll the saints.”” Psalm cxlix.

The double satatement, ‘‘Ven-
geance upon the nations " and * pun-
ishments upon the peopls,” may
have more importance than might
be supposed. The record is given
of ten plagues upon Egypt, three
of which came on both ligypt and
Tarael, buy from the “seven ‘last
plagues” all Israel were exempt.
To appreciate fully the abovo state-
ment, one must read 8ix chapters in
Exodus, beginning with the sev-
enth. Itis when 510 fourth plague
is threatened that the Lord says: “I
will sever in that day. the land. of
Goshen, in which my peoploe dwell,
that ino swarm of flies shall be
there; to the ond thou mayest know
that L am tho Lord in the midst.of
thqearth. AndI will put adivision
be¥ween -my. people. and-:thy-peopls :
to-morrow shall this * sign’ be.”
Chap. viii. 22-23. .
In deacribing the scenes associat-
ed with ‘the deliverance of the
church down here, John the Rev-
elator speaks of “seven last plagues”
also, which we may reasonably ex-
pect to stand in the order foreshad-
owed in the type. “Seven last
plagues” implies that others pre-
ceded them, as in the type.

We think the same order of events
is to be found in the antitype as in
the type. In Rev. xiv. 1-we see
144,000 overcomers with Christ on
Mount Zion. = *“These are they
which were not defiled with women”
[churches, only corrupt churches
would defile,] and ara *“the first
fruits unto God and to the Lamb.”
Verse 4. We believe this' company
are the saints awx represented by
Aaron; and as Moses and Aaron
went together in their work, so these
# follow the Tamb whithersosver

Christ, their brother.in Zion—the
Mountain and City of God. (Heb.
xii. 22, Bmp. Diag.)

If it be asked “If Sinaiwas the
placeof meeting of Moses and Aaron
and was called the Mount of God,
why do the saints meet Christ at
7ion instead of Sinai? We answer:
All we have to deal with'are the re-
vealed facts. Sinai was the Mount
of God in the legal and typical dis-
ensation, and from it the Lord
ghone forth in the thunderings and
lightnings of the law. But we bave
Paul's assurance, that ‘‘;ye are not
come [or, coming] unto the mount
that might Le touched, and that
burned with fire ¥ * * but ye are

He goeth.” These went up to meet.

come [or coming] to Mount Zion
and unto the city of the living God,
the heavenly Jerusalem, &c. Ieb.
xii, 18-22, From this welearn that
Zion is the Mount of God in the
Gospel age and onward; and we
learn, too, that it is a heavenly and
not an earthly mountain. '

Heavenly and spiritual are used
interchangeably in the Bible,
as in 1 Cor, xv. 44-49. From
the fitness of things, it is safe
to reason* , that the inhabi-
tants of a spiritual mountain will
themsclves be spiritual, and there-
fore that the saints meet Christ in
the spiritual condition—the ideal of
Chiristiau’ perfection. * Be ye also
perfect, even as your Father which
15 in beaven is perfect.” This isa
heavenly and not an earthly ideal.

This thought is clearly illustrated
by the fact already mentioned that
Moses stood as God [a spiritual be-
ing] and not as a man, in his deal-
ings with both Aaron and Pharoah,
Moses caine the first time as a man
and wns rejected, but when he cume
as o God he dolivered his people.
What was true of Moses is true of
Christ, for Moses is a type of Christ.
It "is evident that Auaron was as
surely a type of the spiritual saints,
as Moses, i the exercise of the great
power, was a type of the spiritual
Christ. Coming in glory does not
necessarily mean- shining with a
literal light. The judgments and
deliverance then, were because,
Moses and Aaron came with the
glory of thieir power. So also will it
be of Christ and the saints,

The 144,000 being the first fruits
to the heavenly or spiritual life are;
orrepresent,God’s tomplein heaven,
a8 tho living, mortal part of the
church- has always boen, or repre-
sented God's temple on carth. And
in the judgment scene that follows,

Fiid Rurvest oY the earth, (not of (He”

first fruits) as describod in Rev. xiv.
14-20, the angels, -or messengers,
are said 1o come out of the temple
which is in heaven.

It seems that after the exaltation
of the “little flock.” and cotemporary
with the above-named judgment
sceno, thore goes forth tho message,
“ Tear God, and give glory to Him ;
for the hour of his judgment is
come, d&c.” Verse 7. This lan-
guage seems to be addressed to the
% great multitude” who, at the time
the “lJittle flock” are exalted, are
found in adulterous union with the
world, und thercfore defiled with
corrupt churches, as the *“little
flock  were not.  Verse 4. DBecauso -
of the confusion they are called
Babvlon. The object of this mes-
sage and the attending judgments °
*or punishments-upon.the people ”
is 16 cause the downfall of Babylon,
by producing a complete separation’
between Christians and the world
with whom they have been united
and under whom they bave suffered
as slaves.  Never did the Israelites
serve the Bgyptiuns more slavishly
than is the nominal church serving
the world. They dare not as yet
assert their independence.

But there must come a change.
The stnndard of Christianity must
be exalted. The *“great multitude”
must.wash their robes, und make
them white. Rev, vii. 14. Had
their garments not been “defiled ”
they would not have needed wash-
ing. Christ gives all His people
clean robes, but the mass have suf-
ferred their garments to bhecome
spotted with the flesh and by con-

tact with the world.
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We suggest that this exnltation

or wunhie
foreshaduwed by the completa rep-

aration of Isruel from Egypt in thel

land of Qushen, and that the thres
first plagues represent the means by
which the chunge is to be brought
about. Weunderstand that washed
and separute state ;0 be the *‘Sea of
glass” condition. Rev. xv, -If it
was a victory to be exempt from the
“seven last plagues” in Goshen, it
can be no less 8o now. Surely no
one will sny that it will not be a
great victory when the ‘‘great
multitude ” of Christendom gha)l
rise from bondage to the Beast, His
Image, &o. It will be ‘a glorious
victory for them, for truth and for
God. One of menger interest in
comparison, was the type. Coming
to our own day we can ste .another
shadow of it in the judgment that
broke the shackles from four mil-
lions of human sluves. Butl the
victory that will bring men to the
“sea of glass™ is as much greater
than those, as spiritual things are
greater than nutural things,

Remeimber the ones addressed by
this judgment message is a motley
crowd.—a world church. Thtse
who obey the enll get the victory;
and those who do not obey it but
continue on the world’s side, or
continne to worship tho benat after
the mossare is piven, will suffer the
full expression of wrath as repre-
sented by the ‘*seven lust plagues.”
This terrible fate is expressed by
the third angel.

As the exemption from the seven
last plagues in Goshen preceded the

-final deliverance from gypt, 80 it

seems that the “sea of glass’” condi-
tion which is “mingled with fire”
precedes the final entering of the
temple in heaven of this “ great
multitude ” of victors. Though
protected from the plaguts, fet “No
man was able to enterinto the tem-
ple, till the seven plapgues of the
seven angels were fulfilled.” Rev.
xv. 8.

The real “gea of glass like unto
crystal ? is before the throne (Rev.
iv. 8) and is not mingled with fire,
This of Rev. xv. which is * mingled
with fire” is “as it were, & sea of
‘glass.” The people protected .in

oshen were, “as it were,” saved,
but not actually saved from Egypt
until after the plagues, when the
Lord brought them out, that they
might serve Him. Ex. iv. 23, .

. That the great multitude who are

rotected from the plagues on, “as
« were,a sea of glass,” do finally
enter the heavenly temple and take
their places as servants * before the
throne ” which is the Joenlity of the
real “sea of glass like unto crystal,”
seems evident by comparing Rev.
iv.6 and vii, 9-15, The gen of glass
is * before the throne’* and the great
multitude serve ““befure the throne”
in the temple. If we are now occu-
Pying,* as it were, a sea of glass,” it
seems 88 if it would prove that the
throne harl been already establiched
before which the sea of glass is
located. 1We confers our ambition
has been and is to have a part with
Christ 1n His throne, and not to oc-
cuny tbe sea of glass befure the
throne,—:. e, to rule and nnt mere-
ly to serve. The condition on
wwhich this high position is to be
gained has been ably presented by
others, and of the responsibility in-
volved in the sacrifice more may be
said in ano'herarticle. ** If we suf-

fer we shall also reign with Him.”
. . H. P

siate of the chorch lsl-

COVENANT BY SACRIFION,

. “Gather my saints together unto me;
‘those thut huve mude u covenint with
mo by sacritice.” Psalm L. 6. o

Who are the suints? According
to the above, none are sniuts who
make no sacrifice, 1t is clear that
the New Testament makes a dis-
tinction between saints, and them
that fear [reverence] God’s name,
small and great. Rev, ii. 18. -And
yet, as has been shown, this “great
multitude ” ure to find o place be-
fore the throne in the heavenly
temple. *“And He that sitteth on
the throne shall dwell among them.
They shall hunger no more, neither
thirst any more; neither shall the
sun light on them nor any heat.
For the Lamb which is in the midst
of the throne shall feed them, and

shall lead'them unto living foun-
tains of watera: and God shall wipe
away all tears from tlieir eyes.”
Itev. vii. 15-17,

These evidently see the Lord,
dwelling as they do in His presence,
und yet Paul tells us that “Without
holiness no man shall see the Lord.”
Heb. xii. 14. Now ifthis great multi.
tude do see the Lord, it proves that,
when they see Him they ure holy and
theretore saints. How can we ex-
pluin this seeming paradox? We
ure brought to- this conclusion thai
all who ever enter the heavenly city
vither as Kings or as servants—i. e.
as the goverument, or ns citizeng—
wust be holy or snints, but that there
is order in their develupment, The
King and priest company are the first
ripe, and therelore the throne of the
heavenly city is established first.
Rev. iv. 2. ‘Thisis* the throne of
God and of the Lamb;” and nlso ol
a company represented by twenty-
four elders with c¢rowns of gold.
Rev. iv. 4, v. 6, vii, 17 and xxii. 8.

At the time of the establishmentl
of the throne, or rather perhaps the
exaltation of the “litile flock,” or
those who are ready for it, to the
throne, the great multitude are not
saints proper, and, like unripe grnin,
are left to ripen ; and there is a dif-

of ripening. The little flock are out
from the world, in voluntary obedi-
ence to the injunction, * Present
your bodies a living sacrifice” and
*“ Be not conformed to this world ;”
(Rom. xii. 1-2.) while the multitude
are living in close conformity to the
world and are only separuted from it
at ]ast, as was Israel from Egypt,on
account of special acts of judgment.
“Those that have made a covenant
with me by sacrifice’ seems definitely
to refer to the faithful few—the
*Non-conformists.” ,

In presenting some thoughts on
this subject of sacrifice, we wish to
indorse in part what has already
been presented in our paper by other
brethren. We have been slow to
accept this' view, and cnnnot yet
nccept all the conciusivns whigh
have been drawn by the brethren,
And we would here say thut we
honor as one of the chief Christian
virtues the spirit that differs in opin-
fonand yet livesin harmony ; keep-
ing *the unity of the Spirit in the
bonds of peace.” Eph. iv 3. That
is the kind of bondage under which
we are Inboring.

Weenllattention first to thetenth
chapter of Hebrews., The first verre
spenks of “those sacrifices which they
offered year by year,” during the
typieal service of the earthly taber-
nacle. Notice, first, it is not,one
sacrifice, but plurul—sacrifices. Sce-
ond, these were not the daily racri-

fices, but the yearly, or the sacrifices

ference also in the means or process|.

of the tenth day of tho seventh
month-~the atunement day. This
is confirmed by the third verse,
“ But in those sacrifices there is o re-
membrance again mude of sins every
year.”  This is still further con-
firmed Ly the fouith verse, 1n which
is mentioned the kind of sacrifices—
“bulls and goals.” By turning to
Lav. xvi,, it will be scen thatsuch
were the animnls offered by the high
priest on the annual day of utdne-
ment, .

It has been clenrly shown thnt
the tenth day of the seventh month,
or atonement day under the law,
was a type or shadow of the whole
goepel nge, including the closing
work of our Great High Priest, as
well ns the opening work. Tl is be-
ing true, Jet us mark this point, that
the sncrifices of this age were not
typified by the dairy oflerings of the
lower order of priests, hut only by
the annual oflerings of the high
priest. And as there were daily of-
ferings for the people after as weli
n3 before the afonement day, so
there will be offerings for the people
after ns well as before thisntonement

ay—the gospel nge. 1t is ulvo evi
dent that the provision of merey by
the gin-offerings on the atonvment
dny wns the basis for all other offer-
ings, Loth Dbelore and after. Let
this be specially noted by any who
are in doubt as to the application of

the benefits of the atonement after !

the gospel nge.
Looking at the sacrifices—bulloclk

and gont—of Lev. xvi, in the light
of fucts given in the New Tesrta.
ment, there arereasons {or believing
that the bulluck represented the
body of Christ, which was prepared
for sucrifice (Ileb. x. 5), and” that
the goat which was slain reprexent.
ed tﬁe bodies of the sniuts, which
they nre called upon o saerifice.
Rom, xii, 1. Thisisin harmoeny with |
the idea that the gospel age is an
nge of suffering, bepinning with the

ersonal suflerings of Christ, the
Elen.d, und not being complete until
we, ad the members of His baody,
have filled up what is behind of the
nfllictions of Christ. Col. 1. 24
When the sufferings of Chri t ure
ended, the glory will follow (1 Det.
i. 11), and **if we suier, we shall
ulso reign with Him., 2 Tim. ii. 12

Christ, our Head, is our cxumple
in suffering as in other things, and
it i8 a remorkable fact. that it is
Christin us that enables us to make
our bodies n sncrifice—to “mortify
the deeds of the body.” Rom. viii
10-13. These facls seem clearly fore-
shadowed in the type.

Let it be borne in mind that it
required both priest and beast to
represent our Lord Jesus Christ in
His two natures, and that the beast
in the type, and the body of Christ
in the nntily([))e, were the offerings.
In Lev. xvi, 6 and 10, we learn that
the bullock was fur, or represented,
Himself; 1. e., the high priest.” Not
thut the priest was doomed,and had
a substitute in the beast, but illus-
trating, as best the type could (not
being the very imege of coming guod
things. Ieb. x. 1), the relation of
the two natures of Christ, as buth
Priest and Sacrifice.

The same two verses tell us that
the bullock wasto "**mnke an atone-
ment for himself, and for his house.”
We do not think it is safe to make
the eecond “himsell” mean any
more than the first ** himself,” in the
same verse. ‘Jhey both refer to
Aaron himsclf, and Aaron’s Jouse
clearly means the whole tribe of

Levi, of which Aaron was the rep-

resentative or head. The tribe of
Levi in this picture clenrly repre-
sents the church of Christ, or house-
hold of fuith, while the cuinp of ls.
ruel as clearly represents the world
of mankind, as distinzt from the
church. :

The two goats are taen from the
congregution of the chilZren of ls-
rael (ver. 5),and they were as & sin-
oflering for the people (not for
Aaron’s house, as wus the Lullock),
" because of the unclennnesgs of the
children of lsrnel.” Vurses 15, 16,
This wus fully accomp!*<hed Ly one
dying and the other being a scape-
goal. Verses 21, 22,

Now, in harmony with the idea
that the church follovs Christin
sacrifice, we find the. goat on whom
the Loru’s lot fell, folleswed tie Lul-
lock in sucrifice in every purticulur.
This hus much force in our mind.
The theory that has notromn for all
these fucts cannut be a perfecttheory,
however much may becleimed lorit.

What was done with the buljuck?
Tirst, ie wns slnin; then, the high
priestcarried its Lluod, notthe bouy,
or sin offering, either dead or nlive,
but the blvod, which wus thn evidence
of 1ts death, ixsto the most holy place,
und sprinkled it “upon the mercy
seut enstward, and before the mercy
vent,” or in the foim of n cross—a
syibol of denth. Verse 14. And’
the fifteenth verse tells us that he.
did precisely the same thing with

the bloud of the gout. And so the
sume dix}.ositivn was made of their
skins, their flesh and their dunp—
they were -carried “without the
cnmp,” and burned with fire. This
similarity seems in force between
Christ and the faithful, * Let vs go
forth, therelore, unto him without
the eamp benring his  repronch.”
Heb. xiii. 13,
We would consider sowewhnt
THE ORDER OF SACRIFICE.

The sixteenth of Leviticus, like
much more of the word, is written
gomewhat obscurely, and were it not
for the fulfiliment, it would be more
diflicult to apply. Much as has
Leen wiiften to show that it was nf-
ter the death and resurrection of
Christ that He put on the “holy
linen garments,” or what was repre.
sented by them, we calmly und”
carnestly express our conviction
that neither Chiist nor His tyye—
the high priest under the law—had
any right to make a sacrifice until
dressed with tho priest’s garments
npl)ointed for that work.

t seems clear that Christ's body
was not fully prepared for the sacri-
fice until He was thirty yenrs of
nge—n perfect man being netded to
represent all humanity in Adevm.
When the body was prepared, He
came and was Dbaptized, snying,
“Thus it becometh us to fulfill all
righteousness.” Matt. iii. 15. This
act was doubtless foreshadowed by
the high priest warhing himseif
with water, and =o putting on the
holy iinen.garments. Lev. xvi. 4.
Clean lines is the symbol of right-
eousness. Rev. xix. 8,

This simple linen attire of the
priest during the day_of sacrifice
and atonement should not be con-
founded with the garments for glory
and beauty worn by the priest on
other oceasions, and desciibed in
Exodus xxviii. ‘

We are satisfied that the work of
Christ, from His baptiem onward,
cannot be understood until we rec-
ognize His two natures, or double
life. We would sny,nlso, we belirve
that the three apariments in the
holy ground-—the court, the holy
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place, and the most holy place—
represent the three conditions of
Chirist, the natural, the spiritual,and
the celestial—the immedinte pres-
ence of the Deity. Until Iis death,
He was bodily in the court, but in
spirit He was serving as a priest in
the holy place. In this, Christians
are like Him. We live a double
life——natural and spiritual. Actu-
ally or bodily, we ave natural, or in
the flesh, but are couunted in the
spirit, because the Spirit, or Diyvine
nature, dwells in us. Rom. viii. 9.
Without this double, neither He nor
we could be both priest and sacrifice,
and we know that human nature
will not crucify itself, and cannot be
subject to the law of God.

Christ was strengthened to live,
and in spirit served in the unseen,
and, while e was denying Himself,
it was a sweet incense ascending to

, the Father. This, tvo was a neces-
-sary prerequisite to the death of the
offering, and was represented, we be-
lieve, by the high priest putting the
incense beaten small on the censor
full of burning coals beloi¢ the
Lord. Lev. xvi. 12,13, This was
an emblem of a’life well pleasing
unto God, which was necessary in
order to the acceptance of the saci-
fice. Outwardly, He was doing
good to men, spending His life for
them, and, therefore, inwardly, it
was sweet incense to the Lord.

T'ne living sacrifice we are to make,
which Paul says is our reusonable
service, seems to be of the same
character. What truly blesses men
is pleasing to God. The real sacri-
fice of Christ might properly besaid
‘to include this service. Paul seems
to express this thought when of
Chirist he says: “ And being found
ianushion asl: man, He humbled

. Hunagelf, and Jhecame, obedient wunin
death, even the deall; 6‘? '[ﬁg’cros&{

"Phil.ii, 8. 1lis last act dvns a8 much;
and no inore, a part ‘of His obedi-
ence, than His first. Isaial seems
to express the same thought;* Be-
cause He hath poured out His soul
{life] unto death.,” liii. 2. 'That is,
He kept giving until He had given
all He had’

When the body was dead, thelaw
had no further claim (the life had
been shed), and, in the resurrection,
it waschanged that it mightbeadapt-
ed to the spiritual life.  Before, He
was bodily visible, but spiritually in
the sanctuary,as Christians arcnow;
but after the resurrection, e wns
bodily in the sanctuary, or holy
place. The Spirit had conquered,
and therefore made Him a spiritual
body. In this risen state, the world
saw Him not, but for special reasons
He was manifested to His disciples.

This sacrifice of the Iead was to
make an atonement for the church ;
and when Christ ascended into the
celestial state, or immediale' pres-
ence of God, and, like the high
priest, presented the evidence ot all
ile had «done, the fact that the
Father was well pleased was proved
by the descent of the Holy Spirit,
as the representative of both the
Father and Son, to espouse the virgin
church, and also to enable her, as
represented by the goat, to do just
what He had doue—make the need-
ed sacrifice, and so, in due time, to
share his glory.

That the Iloly Spirit is Christ’s
representative in  His church is
shown in Jno. xiv. 16-26; xv. 26,
and xvi. 7-15. And thatit ia by the
indwelling of thig Spirit, or Christin
us, that we are counted members of
Christ, and, therefore, appointed

flesh, putting it to dealh, thus
making our bouaies a living sacrifice
even unlo death, is the general teach-
ing of the New Testament.

The period of Christ's earth life
was to Him what the gospel age,
{rom Pentecost until this sacrifice of
the church is complete, is to -us.
His life, devoted to God, on account
of man, was sweet incensc in heaven.
S0 as we follow lis example, our
lives are sweet incense in heaven.
As His sacrifice was not complete
until He was dead, so ours is not
complete until we are dead (or its
equivalent for those “ who are aljvé
and remain ”—the Lord. sayin"ﬂ"‘/‘ It
is enough ). As the blood df the

complete sacrifice) being sprinkled in
the form of a cross on the mercy
seat, was not fullilled until thie as-
cension -of Christ into the IHoliest,
does nol analogy require, if the goat
represents those who are faithfa] in
sacrifice even unto death, thatiits
blood, being sprinkled in the form
of a cross on the mercy seat, should
be fulfilled after the resurrection und
ascension of the sainis? If not, we
would ask, why not? :
As Christ's sacrifice was complete
and accepted before the salvation of
the church began, for whose beuefit,
it was directly made, so the sacrifice
of the church must be complete and
accepted before the salvation of the
world begins, {for whom it was made.
Christ, the Head, gave Iimself for
the church, that lle might present
her spotless ; liph. v. 25-27; so the
sacrifice of Head and Body complete
reachies the world. '
Nothing seems clearer than that
this sacrifice and victory are repre-
sented by baptism, the real death
to sin and mortalily snd the resur-

bullock (representing its death,or a,

tocare for and 8o spend their time and

above.
“Be not deceived, God is not mocked.”
If wo covenanted to sacrifice and take

Ly Jesus “we should walk in His feot-
steps.”” ;We well know how he spent his
life, notfin self-gratification nor in any
other selfish way, but for others.

The fieshly nature will oft suggest to
us: You eannol do as Jesus, Paul, Peter,
et did. Letl our new nature answer:
I inay not be a vessel to as much bonor
and as limch used by the Master as were
the apostles, yet in my sphere, be it
never so humble, I can be as completely
couscerated and as anxious to be used
wnd spent in the Tord’s service as they
were. | '

“A broken and emptied vessel,
;For the Master’s nso made meet.”

If T'am ready for the service and Ile
does not use me, then it will not be my
faull. * But. we feel assured that there is
not ong in all God’s family who is ready
and ‘emptied of self the Master would
not use. The reason we are not more
used, scems to us to be, that we all have
more or less of self in which keeps the
Lord and his service out.  Lord, help by
the grace promised for every time of
nced,'hc]p us to emply oursclves com-
pletely of self-conceit, sell-reliance, self-
concern, self-will, selfishness, and give us
instead, concern only to know and do
Thy will; torely only upon Thystrengl.h;
be imbued with the Divine
principle Love, thai we may love
Thee with  all our heart, mind,
soul and sftrength, and our neighbor as
otrselves. The above article of course
does not. need our commendation, but
we hearlily indorse ils sentiments and
_wonld bespeak for it a careful and prayer-

and o

oy

rection to hpliness and jpunoxality

fylgeeond reading by you all. Notice,

béing represénied, by the symbolic,
death and resurrecltion”™ The #ym:

‘bol'is the form of the sacrifice, but

to make the sacrifice dtself is a.life
work. This is the real baptism.
Christ said “ 1 have a baptism to be
baptized with,and how am Latraight-
ened until it be accomplished.” He
evidently referred to His death.
He had a cup to drink; it was the
cup of death. This cup He also
pressed to the lips of His disciples,
“Drink ye¢ all of it.” Fe drank it
to the very dregs. Shall not we
drink it by being “faithful upto’
death.” To such is promised the
“crown of life.” In that He died,
Ile died unto sin once; but in that
He liveth He liveth unto Gpd.
Likewise rceckon ye also yourselves
to be dead indeed unto sin, but alive
unto God through Jesus Christ our
Lord.Y Rom.vi.10,11. . !
Many promise t» drink this Jup
aid dic this death by obeying the
Sform ; but only those who pay their
vow unto the Lord, and thus ke
the covenant by sacrifice, are count-
ed saintg and are to be gathered unto
Christ, ar represented by Asron
meeting Moscs.  Only such seemn
truly represented by the goat fhat
wag slain. I I’['.

[Oh that the decp impoil of the Iin:\l-
ters presented nbove conld be fully real-
ized by all the dear flock. Whata chlngn
it would make in many lives. Tlow
many, who have covenanted with God
to sactifice the earth life and spend” it.
with all its talents and powers in 1lis
service are really spending it for self.

espdeinlly that while the houss oF Tdvr
reprizents the household of fuith only
the priests, those associated - with Aaron
in making the suerifice are reckoned as
members of his body. The chureh of the
first-born—the heirs—members—all fol-
low the example of the head. The many
brethren come after, but the first-born is
heid andinherils all things,  Oh, that is
the prize we are wanling! Let usremem-
ber that it is notl the knowledge of the
prize, which gives it tous, but the laying
aside of every weight * * ¥ and so run-
ning as {o obiain, - Tt is not onr making
the covenant to die, efe., which makes us
overcomers, buf our keeping it makes us
heirs, “Ileirs of God, joint-heirs with
Jesug.Christ onr Lovd if 20 be that we suf-
fer with 1lim.” Rom viii. 17.—-Tiprror.]
et~

‘fHE TABERNACLE, No. 3.

[We have heen hindered for some
time from following up our series on
this subject, and gladly take it up
again.]

We have already looked at the
cott and ils gate.  We have enter-
ed,‘odvd, 50 to speak, have passed the
altat-and thelaver.  And how, hav-
ing been conscerated ag priests at
the Inver, having brought our sacri-
fice~-our llesh life—and Inid it down
with! Christ on the altar of burnt
nﬂb&ng-——cru(_zifyin;: the flesh ; being
made conformable unto his death-—
we are prepared Lo go on unto per-
feetion.

Wie stand at the door of the Taber-
nacle.  Like the gate of the court, it
is made of snowy linen curtains.

Instead of self-sacrifice the rule of life
and action seems to be self-protection ;
instend of aclf-denying it is self-gratifica-
tion. Truly onr lives are much like the

priests that we may overcome the

world’s; they have only the natural lite

We Jook at it closely., It is radiant
with Dblue and purple and scarlet,
and covered with needlework. We
have already seen, when Jooking at

every elflort in secking carthly good Lwuit
we are seeking heavenly riches—ihings
We may deceive ourselves but

up our ctoss and follow the example set.

is the door; and now again we dis-
cover

“Pis the very same Jesus.”
In admiration we gaze at the beau-
tiful colors, symbolic of his faithful-
vess, his majesty and his saving
grace. Wesee him as the faithful
and true—one who sticketh closer .
than a brother —as our glorious
King and Head and as our Saviour
who redeemed us with his own pre-
cious blood. Tnenccdlework appears
to sywbolize those Christian graces
which, though slowly developed,
and perfected through toil and suf-
lfering, make a garment of beauty at
ast.

Shall we enter this mystic Jodge ?
Are we desirous of seeing its light,
and of learning its mysteries? Do
we obligate ourselves to walk in
obedience toits teachings, and obey
—even unto death—the mandates
of its Royal Master? We may do
it with safety. There is no dark un-
hallowed work here, fearful of the
li tht. Yes! we have taken the obli-
gation, we have passed through the
ceremony of initiation, we have been
clothed with its sputless regalia—
the beautiful garments of the Royal
pricsthapd, the robe of Christ’s
righteousness, without which none
can enter. Shall we then, bidding
farewell 1o the light and sunshine of
this world, enter the secret place of
the Most Yigh ? Without issin and
suffering and death ; within is life
and light and holiness.

This is the highway of the over-
comers ; this is the path of the just,
that shineth more and more unto
the perfect day. Within are mys-
teries and beauties which those
without who serve tablesknow noth-
ing of. The Levites must not even
look at the glories within; they are

the entrance to the court, that Christ

id from thuir eyes. - i .
. Wo enter. A new and beavenly
light-—spifitial Tight—brenks upon-
us. e gazo around, and lo, the
blue,and purple,and scarlei is ubiove
our heads and o]l about us on every .
hand. We are covered and hidden
beneath a weight of glory. It is the
glory of the Master: Jesus and bis
righteousness. We havebelieved into
Christ now *we are n him that is
true, in the Son, Jesus Christ,”
Jesus prayed the Father for his dis-
ciples “that they also may be one in
us.” ‘“As the mountains are round
about Jerusalem, so the Lord is
round about his people from hence-
forth even for ever. DPsa. cxxv. 2,
Not only 80, but, pictured on the
snowy curtaing above and on every
side, are the cherubim: 1o flaming
sword in their hand now., We real-
ize that weare surrounded by God’s
messengers.  We have come to “an
innumerable company of angels.”
ITeb. xii. 22. We remember that it
is written, “the angel of Jehovah
encampeth round about them that
fear him, and deliverecth them. DIs.
xxxiv, 7. Like Jacob at Bethel we
discoverthat “thiris none other than
the house of God;” and *“are they
not all ministering spiritg, sent :orih
to minister for them who shall ve
heirs of salvation.” IHeb. i. 14.

“In God I have found a refreat,

Where I can securely abide ;

No refuge, nor rest so complete,

And here I infend to reside.

Oh, what comfort it brings,

My soul sweetly sings:

I am safe from all danger

While under his wings.”

“ He that dwelleth in the recret
place of the Most High shall abide
under the shadow ol the Almighty.
* % % * PBecauvse thou hast made
Jehovah, which is my refuge, even
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the Most Iligh, thy habitation.
There shall no evi{ befall thee,
neither shall any plague come nigh
thy dwolling. Ifor heshall give his
anyols oharygo over thou, to keop thoo
in all thy ways.” DPs. xci. 1, ix. 11.

Having come so far on our jour-
ney, what are our privileges ? First-
ly, we may walk in the light; for
are we.not in the presence of *“ the
true light that lighteth every man
(in due time) that cometh into the
world ?” Jno. i. 9. And "“if we walk
in the light, as he is in the light, we
have fellowship one with nnotf)e_r,
and the Llood of Jesus Christ his
Son cleanseth us from ull sin.”
1 John i. 7. God is light, and in
him there is no darkness.” Not only,
have we light upon our pathway,
but strength for the journey is pro-
vided. Au abundant supply of liv-
ing broad-—always fresh and sweet
—1{s spread before us. And whether
we sing for very- joy, or pray for
needed grace, the sweet incense of
Jesus’ merits rising in & perfumed
cloud makes our presenco accepta-
ble, and our prayers and praises
fragrant as they ascend before “Our

Father.” w. I. M.

OLEANSING THE SANCTUARY.

“And whien he hath mude ‘an end of
reconciling the holy place,and:the taber-
nacle of the congregation, and the altar,
he shall bring the live goat; and Aaron

[To be continuad,]

shall 1ay both his hands on the head'of |-

the live gout,” &e. Lev. xvi. 20, 2L,

It meema that *reconciling the
boly "place,” &c., is the same as
* oleansing the sanctuary,” and the
above text clearly locates that work
after the blood of the goat had been
sprinkled on the mercy seat, as the
blood of the bullock had been be-
fore it,and immediately preceding
the laying of hands on the head of
the scapegoat. .. If our view be cor-
rect, this focates the cleansing-of the
sanctuary after the ascension of the
saints——the “ little flock "—as repre-
sented by Aaron, who went up into
the mount of God to mest Moses,
and received power with him to ex-
ecute judgment and deliver Israel.

And we would here urge the point,
that, if the sprinkling of the bul-
lock’s blood on the mercy seat was
fulfilled after the ascension of Christ,
and if, as now seems clear, the slain

oat represents those who follow the
iord in sacrifice, then we ougiit not
to expeot the fulfillment of the
sprinkling of the goat’s blood until
alter the ascension of the saints
whom the goat represents. The ac-
ceptance of Christ’s complete sacri-
fice secured to him the power requi-
site to the performance of His work
from Pentecost forward; so the ac-
ceptance of the complete sacrifice of
the saints will secure to them the
power ‘to- execute the judgments
which are to follow their exnftntion,
for tho delivernnce of the ‘great
multitude ” that fear, or reverence,
God’s namo. And it secoms Lthat
just as certain as the slnin goat rep-
resents the little flock, the cleansing
that takes place after their ascension
cannot have any reference to the
suints, but to o work for others, in
which, after their exaltation, the
saints are to be the assistants of
Christ. .

What can that work Le? From
faots already mentioned in other ar-
ticles, we are led to the conclusion
thant the cleansing of the sanctuary
will ind its fulfillment in the sepa-
ration of the great multitude of the
charch from Babylon, under whom

they have been in bondnge, nnd by
contact with whom they hud been
defiled. This cleansing, or coming
out of Babylon, we understand to
bo tho washing thoir robos und
making them white, and thut it was
foreshadowed by the separation of
Israel from Egypt, and their conse-
quent exemption {rom the seven
last plagues, svhich came on Egypt.
This exemption in Goghen we un-
derstand to be the foreshadowing of
the state of the washed ones, or who
have gained the victory over the
corruptions of. Babylon, us they
stand on *“ as it were, a sea of glass,
mingled with . fire.” Then a thou-
sand shall fall at their side, und ten
thousand at their right hand, bLut it
shall not come nigh them.

. If, ns seems clear to us, the scape-
goat represents Bavylon, or those on
whom the seven last plagues nre to
come, then this scparation, or wash-
ing of the great multitude, stundsin
the right place to fulfill the typo of
cleansing the sanctuary; 1. e., after
the exaltation of the little flock, and
just before the seven last plagues.

Our position, briefly stated, is,
first, that the sdcrifice of the bullock
represented the sacrifice of the body
prepared for Christ, and that the
sprinkling of itg blood on the mercy
sent represented the presentation of
Christ’s complete sacrifice before the
Father when He uscended on high.

Second : That the sacrifice of the
Lord’s goat represented the sacrifice
of our bodies, n8 we, by the power
of the Spirit, which is Christ in us,
are made conformable. unto Iis
death; and that the eprinkling of
the goat’s blood on the mercy seat
represented the presentation of the
complete sacrifice of the saints be-
fore the Father, when they ascend
on high, )

*Third : That the “reconciling of
the holy place,” or * cleansing of the
sunctuary,” which took place after
the sprinkling of the goat’s hlood on
the mercy seat, represented the sep-
aration of the * grent multitude ” of
the household of faith from Baby-
lon, by washing their robes from the
defilements of 3abylon,in both doc-
trine and practice, and that the sep-
arate, or cleansed state, is, ‘‘as i
were, o sea of glass, mingled with tire.”.

Fourth: That laying hands on
the head of the scapegont represent-
ed the pouring of tho seven vials of
wrath upon Babylon, after the great
multitude are separated or cleanse.l.

Fifth: It is further evident that
this scapegoat work must be accom-
plished before the complete ending
of the guspel =age, or antitypical
atonement day, the closing work of
which brings not only the reward of
prophetsand saints, but also of them
that fear God’s name,.small and

eat, and the destruction of them

Babylon) that destroy, or corrupt,
the earth, Rev. xi. 18,

Sixth : The fuct that no man of
these, on, * as i were, a son of glass,”
is permitted toonter into tho templo
in heaven until after the plaguesaroe
fulfilled (Rev. xv. 8), scems clearly
represented by the statement in
Lev. xvi, 17. “ And there shall be
no man in the tabernacle of the
congregation when he goeth in tu
make an atonement in the lholy
place, until he come out, and have
made an atonement for himself, and
for his household, and for all the
congregation of Isrnel.” This ne-
cessitates the scapegoat work as well
as thethings that precede it. Vs. 10,

The reason we pregsent these things
is the apparent harmony, to our

minds, between the facts of the gos-

pel dispensuntion elsewhere revealed
and the sixteenth chapter of Levit-
icus. We have endeavored to find
in the picture an illustration of the
Inndaenpe, ro to rponle. Wo do not
present theze thoughts in the apirit
of dogmatism or concision. We nre
sure that the Tord will doall things
after the counsel ot His own will,
whether we understand that will or
not, but we believe it is our duty
and privilege to search and learn all
we can ubout His ways Ilven the
effort to Jearn is beneficial, if we do
not think more highly of ourselves
than we ought to think; snd if we
have been, or may be,able to discorn
truth, all credit is due, not to us,
but to the Spirit of truth.

One thing we wish Lo ernphasize:
not 8o much those who understand
the philosophy of the sacrifice nro to
bo sharers with Christ, ns those who
make the sncrifice; as not thoso who
understand the process uf digestion
are benefited by the food, but those
who digest it. If vur view of this
work of sacrifice be right, we unro

‘lsure it has not been commonly

known,. but we dre as sure that

many, during the age, have Deen|-

conformned to the.will and denth of
Christ. It is not supposable that
tha woman who cast two mites
into the trensury understood this
view of the sacrifice and things as-
socinted, yet Jesus assures us she
did more than the many others, be-
cause she gave her all. All that we
huve—our life, tine, tnlents nand
property—are the Lord’s, and we
are stewanrds for Him. ‘ Ye are not
your own; ye are bought with a
grice; therefore, glorify God in your
ody, and in your spirit, which are
His.” J. H. P,

AARON AS A PRIEST.

Whom does Aaron as a priest|g

represent? In Dbrief, we answer,
Christ ; but Aaron with Moses as an
administrrtor of judgment repre
genta the saints with Chriet, In the
deliverance of Israel he is adminis-
trator of judgment; while in the
work of ntonement, as revenled in
Lev. xvi.,, he is priest.

But if Anron as priest represents
Christ, in order to understand the
subject, it i8 necessary to answer the
question, Who is Christ? This may
seem to some o strange question,
but to us it is very important. We
think it has been shown that the
Christ of the Scriptures is a com.
pound being. Divine and human,
and that there are two stages of His
existence nfier his Lirth in the flesh,
first the natural, afterward the spir-
itual. In the first e was o Divine
being in human form, and in the
second a human being in Divine
form. He is “the root and the of-

ing of David” since His exalin-
tion as well as before. Rev, xxii.
16 and Rom. i, 3-4. The mystery
of Godliness includes His being ee-
alted to .7[or_v/ ng well ns the manifesta-
tion in the flerh, 1 Tim. iii. 16.

It has nigo been shown from time
to time that the Christ of scripture
is n complex Leing, presented to our
minds ‘by the figure of a2 man—
Head and Body;—Jesus Himself
being the ITead and believers being
the many members of the one Body,
This Leing true it follows that there
is . progressive development of Christ
from Jesus in the flesh, until the
last member of His Body is exalted
to glory. What wns true of the
Hend is also true of each member
of the Body, first a2 manifestation in
the flesh, and afterward an ascen-
sion to glory.

Because the Hend was exalted to
glory ut the beginning of the gospel
age, and the Body is not so exalted
until the end of the dge, it follown
that Christ s repreaented as ncting
in both Heaven and XEarth at the
same time during the gospel age.
It ia that same Divinity which,
dwelling in the humanity of Jesus,
constitnted Him the Son of God,
which dwelling in us constitutes us.
the sons of God. In Him it was:
native, while we derive it from
Him, as branches derive their life
from the vine. The Spirit of truth-
manifested in the church is Christ's
representative, wns given s an evi-
dence of the acceptance of our Heud
und the completeness of Ilis work,
and is termed Christ in us. Rom,
viii, 9-10, Gal. ii. 20 and jv. 19, and
Col.i. 27. .
In this last verse. ITe is called,
“the hiope of glory,”—the only hope
of success. As Ile conquered by :
virtue of the Spirit, so it 1s only by
the Spirit that we can overcome and
rench glory. Paul says, “I can do
all {hings, through Cbrist that
strengtheneth me. Phil. iv. 13.
All this work of the gospel age is
the antitype of the work of the
atonement day,—the tenth day of
the seventh month—under the law,
And as Aaron muade the sacrifices
then, and as Christ either in Him-
self or in us, makes the sacrifices in
this nge, it follows that at the begin
ning of the nlonement day Aaron.
represented Jesus Iimself; in the
sacrifice of the gont he represented
Christ in the saints, who follow the .
Lord in sacrifice; and in cleansing
the sunctuary and laying his hands
on the hend of the scapegoat, be
represented Christ and the saints,
who execute judgments and deliver.
It seems ns if this principle of
rowth must apply as surely as the
1den of Christ 18 progressive. As
Aaron’s work of that day represents |
the whole work of the gospel nge, |
we cannot escape tue conclusion
that at the beginning he represented
the Head,nnd at the end regresented
the whole Body, or perfect Christ.

The closing work of Aaron,—the
change of garments and the wash-
ing of his flesh,~we have purposely
left unmentioned until now. -The
consideration of the work of the.
atonement duy—both type and anti-
type—has changed ouridens of this
washing, We will endeavor to pre-
sent our present view of the subject, .
without reference to the past. An
increase of light on any subject
modifies former. ideas. We think
this eubject of the washing -has nev-
er been presented in the light of the
true charncter of Christ as the:
Divine in tne humdn, and as pro--
gressive in development. We will
not claim perfection of thought, but
present our idens with Lhe assurunce
that truth will stand the test, and .
imperfect idens will bo pruncd by
further investigntions. .

Wa holiovo further, that thia sub-
jeet of washing can only he under-
stood in connection with a right
view of baptism. We think our
readers have had placed beforethem
of Jate n very clear view of this sub-
jeet. There is n symbolic baplism,
and o real one, The symbolicir a
sinking into and rising from the
water. The real baptism has two
phoases—first the deninl of self and
living to God, or, as Paul expresses '
it, dying to sin and living to holi-
ness; (Rom. vi,,) and second, dying |
to mortality and living to immor-
tality.

These two phases of the real bap-
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eration” without which it is.not
possible to enter the heavenly king-
dom. Christ Himself was the first
to pass‘through the process of re-
generation. The a{mbohc baptism
represents the real, and when' auny

ersot submits to the form, loyally,
Eu is counted what he in Lo bo—

"clean or holy. The symbolic bap-

' tiem stands at the entrance of the

carthly phase of Cliristian life. Re-
generction complete, is the second

" birth, or entrance upon the perfect
~ and independent spiritual life,

As Anron ut lirst ropresented
Jesus alone, so the first washing of
Aaron’s flesh was fulfilled in that
phase of baptiem which introduced
our Saviour to the work of the min-
istry, with tho *“holy linen gur-

. .ments - or, representing Iim as a
ri§hteous servant.
foll

And all who
ow Him in tho voluntary sacrifice
of self and the world, are counled

" a8 dead with Hini, buried with

Him, and risen with bim. “Thisone
baptism, or washing, carried to its
legitimate consequeuces, brings both
Christ and the suints into a state of
immortality. ‘'hen why should
Aaron wash bis flesh a secoud time?
Because the “great multitude” of
the household of Christ, represented
by the house of Auron, and for
whoin atonement, was made by the
first sacrifice, have failed to present

 themselves a voluntary sacrifice,

and are thercfore not entitled ac-
cording to the original arrangement

" to the Divine life and a place in the

kingdom. .
It is true that before this second

| washing. they have been separated

and washed their robes, and thus
have done what is involved in the
first phase of the real baptism, but
it is not with the “ great multitudoe?
a8 with the “little flock ”—a volun-
tary sacrifice; they are driven to it,
80 to speak, under the influence of
peculiar judgments. So the first
washing could not properly repre-
sent them., -
It is evident that Christ Iimself
and the  saintd once washed and
lorifcd need not the secoud.
ave seen that before the second
washing of Auron the blood of the
oat had been sprinkled, represent
ing the ascensipn of the suints; the

. sanctuary was cleansed "represent.
ingthe sepuration of the*great mul-
- titude” from Babylon,giving them a

position on, “us it were, a sea of

: gluss;” aud the hands laid on-the
- scapegout, representing the pouring
- of the seven last plagues on Baby-

“lon.

Now all that remains to be
done for thut .multitude is their
complete deliverance from the

- world, as Israel were delivered from
" Egypt after the plagnes. These are

the only part, (and they are the
great part) of Christ’s body who at
that point of timeremain unwashed.

- When that is done, all are reward-

ed,—Christ his saints and tho great
multitude who aro to serve befors

"the throne. -

"That the great multitude are

Christ's in the sense we have pre-

sented seems evident even from the
fact that they have robes; that ig,
they had been counted holy, or had
Christ's righteousness imputed tn
tbem. ‘But they had defiled their
garments by contact with Babylon,
and therefore their)oss of the crown,
and the need of the judgments to
separate them.

Christ is acting as priestin all who
are Kosacmd of His Spirit; and that
work of the Spirit cannot he com-

We

plete until all the household are
immortal.

‘The gurments worn after tho first
wushing were the “holy linen gar-
ments,” representing the rightecous
servant; and this is the coundition
of every member of the body, from
Jesus down, during the period of
sacrifice, or other enrthly work.
But the garments worn after the
second wushing, are *' the garments
for glory and beauty " or the ordin-
ary garments of the high priest,
except on the day of sacrifice.
Languags is unmeaning if the gar-
wents *“for glory and beauty ¥ de-
scribed in Iixodus xxviii. are the
sume as the simple attiro of the

riests during the work of sacrifice.
Ve kuow that the holy linen gar-
ments were worn ounly on the day
of atonement, or tenth day of the
seventh mouth, but in Ex, xxviii.
29-30 we Jearn that the glorious gar-
ments were to be worn before the
Lord continually.

We know that if Christ had not
been a priest during His carth life,
He could not have offered the sac-
rifice, and we know also that He
wore the robe of righteousness, but
not the robe of glory until His as-
cension. And we have the assur-
ance that if we wear the robe of
righteousness, and tollow Him in
sacrifice, we shall be glorified with
Him. Irom which it is evident
that the garment to be worn after
the second washing is-the glorious
garment.

The work of the high priest under
the law was an annual repetition in
type, of what Christ does only once,
and he would not have been a type
of the Christ if, when hc had gone
through with the service of the
tenth day of the seventh month for
the first time, he had after the sec-
ond washing put on his old clothes.
Of course, if, as we believe, he wore
the olorious gaurments-* continual-
ly,” that is all through thoe year, ex-
cept on the atonement day, it would
follow that when ho camo to the
first washing of all succeeding
atonemen't duys, he would lay aside
the gloriousgarmentsto begin again
the work of sacrifice, and put them
on agnin after the second washing.

When once the perfect Christ is
glorified, it is evident that they will
not lay that glory aside until the
work is done which was represented
by a whole year under the law, and
it will never need repetition.. The
one perfect sacrifico lasts forever.
Heb. x. 12. His priesthood will be
as endless as His mediatorial reign,
and that continues after His coming
until all His enemies are subdued.

But some one may ask: “If, as
vou claim, He was a priest when
He was here in the flesh, and will
continue to be a priest after His re-
turn during His reign, how will you
harmonize Paul’s statement: “If
He were on earth, He should not
be n priest.”” Heb. vii. 4. If any
ono will carcfully read the context,
he will see that Paul is contrusting
the typical priesthood of the tribe uf
Levi, and the antitypical priesthood
of our Lord, who sprang out of
Judah. The typical is the earthly,
and the work of the antitype is the
heavenly. The statement of Paul is
equivalent to saying: *“Ifthis ser-
vice were the typical, our Lord whoe
sprang from Judah would not be a
priest, for there are priests of the
tribe of Levi, who offer according
to the law.” Please read the con-
text for yourselves. Whoever is

‘tham had

do no part of His work as a priest
on earth, must either deny that
Christ is a * priest forover after the
order of Melchizedek,” or that He
will-return to earth until that “for.
ever” is ended. All Christ's priest-
ly work is heavenly, though part of
it is. performed on earth, because
o is o priest by virtue ot llis Di-
vinity or heavenly nature, And
what is true of Christ the Head is
true, in turn, of cach member
of the body. Christ in us, to per-
form the work of sacrifice, is the
hope of glory. How significant
then tho exhortation of the apostle,
“Work out your own snlvation with
fear and trembling, for it is God that
worketh 1n you, both to will and to
do of Hia good pleasure.” The Di-
vina in the human is the only hope
of bumanity, J. H. P,

ISAAOC AND REBECOCA.

We have already seen that many
of the narratives of the old testament
aside from being historical, bave a
special interest to us from the fact
that the persons and acts described
are often used as types of spiritual
truths now due to us.

The Apostles, especially Paul,
often referred to these types. In Ro-
pians ix. 7-8, and Gal, iv, 22-31, he
shows that Abraham was a type of
God; that his wife Sarah, was a
type of the Gospel Covenant; that
Jesus Christ (and we in him) is the
oftspring of that covenant, which * is
the mother of us all.” Hagar the
bond-maid typified the Law coven-
ant and her offspring, the fleshly
Israel, and all whose relationship to
God comes not of grace, but by keep-
ing the law, dre the offspring of that
covenant. [There are people to-da
whose claim is that they are God’s
children through keeping the law—
theseventh day, Sabbath, etc.] Abra-
“a geed” by Sarah in
whom centerd the promises of bless-
ing to all the families of earth. Soin
theantitype'God hns “asecd” through
the gospel or grace covenant in
which seed all promises of blessings
center; * which sced is Christ ” “ any
ifyebeChrist’s[body, bride]thenare
ye Abrabhum’s seed Lydod’s seed] and
heirs nccording to the promise.”
(Gal, iii. 29.)

We have heretofore looked at
some of the typical features of the
getting of Isauc’s bride—Rebecca,
believing it to be a picture of the
taking of Jesus’ bride, but a closer
examinatlion reveals some points
not heretofore noticed. TLet us
therefore re-examing it. Isanc chose
not his own bride, but Abraham
chioge for him througn his servant,
illustrative of the fact that God the
Father, through his spirit (the ser-
vant) is choosing the bride of Christ.
(Jno, xvii. 2-24.) As the servant
ropresents tho Spirit, so we under-
stand that the camels upon which
he camo to Rebecca (which also
carried tho presents) represented The
Word of God. Wken the servant
arrived he sought the virgin who
when asked to entertain him, would
voluntarily offer respect to his cam-
els. Just so, we must “gladly re-
ceive the word " if we would he ac-
cepted as the bride. As the servant
kept secret the account of the riches
of Abraham, and Isnac’s being the
only lheir, and his errand being to
select o bride for him,until Rebecca
had received the camels, so the
Spirit does not communicate to us
the ncws of *‘our high calling in
Christ, until we entertain the word

determined, in spite of the context,

to force tho idea that Christ could!

as woll us the Spirit. When Rebec-

ca had thus received the camels, etc.,
the servantgave her u face ornament
of gold and gold bracelets for. her
hands, so when we receive the spirit
and word of God our faces show it,
and our bands also, (Gold symbol-
izex Grace) We cannot. be blessed
of the Spirit without its affecting our
lives and in whatever our handas find
to do we will be constantly showing
the graces (presents) of the Spirit.
Rebecca “ran and told them of
her mother’s house these things.”
So, when the bride of Jesus has re-
ceived even a few of the gifts of, the
Spirit she **loves to toll tue story.”
Rebecca’s brother when he saw the
adornments entertained the servant
and camels. So many of the bride’s
moral friends rejoice ut her adorn-
ments of a meek and quiet apirit, &c.,
and because of these receive.the
Spirit and word as a visitor, but not
as she receives them, viz.. as guide
and helper on to Isnnc. = . :
When entertained, the servant de-
clares his mission; .Rebecca accepts
the invitation to go and receives
further presents, this time both sil-

1 ver and gold (knowledge and grace),

and to her triends who did not hin-
der her poing, he gave “precicus
things.” So with us, it i8 not when
wo first receive the Spirit and Word
but when they are lodged with us
as our guests, that the wonderful
news of our high calling is declared
to ua. When we accept of it and ita
couditions—leaving .our -“Father’s
house, etc.”—we receive further
blessings of the heretofore hidden
treasures, both knowledge and grace
and como to possess and learn some
of “the deep things of God.”
Rebecca starts at once on her
journey, so must we; the Spirit has
a work to do and will not delay ; if
we are the bride we will want to
start at once for our new heavenly
home—and joyfully forsake the
-earthly ; its attractions do not fora
moment compare with those of our
heavenly Iather’s house. Rebecca
followed theguidance of the servant
and rode on the camels. So we are
led of the Spirit, and supported and
carried forward by the word of God.
Rebecca’s “damsels rode upon cam-
elg” also, and followed her, conse-
quently thuy were also under the
guidance of the servant. So we are
told of & “great company” following
the bride of Christ. ‘““I'he virgins,
her companions that follow her,”
(Ps. xlv. 14). All are bound for the
same Spiritual heavenl{) condition,
but only the bride is to be joint heir,
inheriting all things. “He that over-
cometh shall inberit all things,”
Now they near the end of the
journey. Soon Isnac and Rebecca
will meet and our interest increases
as we realize that what has so far
been so clearly a picture should give
us an idea of how we shall meet our
Lord., Ieanc comes out and meets
Rebeccn on the way and himself
leads her into the mother Sarah’s
tent, So our Lord is Lo come to get
His Bride and will lead herinto the
full possession of things pertaining
to the Sarah covenant. TFor us toen-
ter into and possess all things per-
taining to our covenant will include
our “blessing all the families of -the
earth,” and though we eerct. very
soon to be united to our Lord, yet
we expect to journey with him until
A. D. 1914 (lnd of “Gentile time”)
biefore we can share with him all the
blessings prowised us, by our cove-
nant—fully enter in to the mother’s

tent.
We read that Isanc * came by -the

way of the well, Lalai-roi.”” Has
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ti,xe name of this well anything ‘of
special signiflcance, or why “H ::g gg

particularly  mentioned?
gave the well this name, *‘ For she
said : Have I also here looked after
Him that seéth me. Wherefore the
well was called Beer (well) Lahai-
roi.” * (Gen. xvi. 13, 14). ‘She real-
jzed.that the Lord had heen present,
seen and talked with her, yet she
had not seen Him, though she had
«]looked after [for] Him.” The
mentioning in this Lype that Isaac
came by this well may have a signif-
jeance, if 80, we should suppose it
meant to teach that vur Lord, when
coming to meet us, comes by way of
the unseen presence.

The servant informs Rébecca as to
the presence of Isaac, and immedi-
ately she leaves her virgin compan-
ions, putting on a vail which hides
her from their sight. - She alights
from the camel, and is with Isaac.

« Forever with the Lord! amen,
g0 let it be.” Now, what does this
‘feature of the type teach us? We
believe that we are still going for-
ward on the word. The Spirit is
still our leader and instruotor. He
is now telling us of Him who comes
by way of unseen presence that He is
here present. Some members of
“the bride” have already heard,
others are hearing daily. .. When all
have been instructed, the next step
in order will be our leaving the sec-
ond company—disappearing from
their sight—going beyond the vail of
the flesh—entering the perfect spirit-
ual condition; changed in a mo-
ment from mortal to immortal;
from natural to spiritual ; made like
unto Christ’s glorious body. Then
‘“we ghall see Him as He is,” for
e shall be like Him.” Glorious
"hope, joyous morment. Soon the
new nature will be freed entirely
from the ‘restraints of the ﬂeshlg
body and have “a body as_it hat

leased Him.” Soon weshall alight
E'om the camels, and leave the ser-
vant’s ’iuidance when we pass under
the vail. When that which is per-
fect is come, we will have no further
need pf the sustaining and helping
promises of the word, nor of the
guidance of the comforter, for “we
shall know as we are known,” and
“ see'as We are seen.” :
"“We seem to be very near the time
of our change. Seek to keep it ever
in mind. It will help you over the
hard places of life, cheer your heart,
and help you *to keep your bod
under.” Seek, also, to be ag mue
as possible nsed as the mouthpiece
of the Spirit to inform the * espoused
. virgin ” church of the Lord’s pres-
, ence. )

WILL.THE SPIRIT BE WITH-
. DRAWN?

Tt has been a theory with many
dear birethran Inoking for onr ap-
Pronching change, Lhat when Lhe
.4 bride "—*little flock,” is changed
in a moment, withdrawn from the
world, the Spirit of God will leave
the earth, and that those left will
be without the comforter. We have
before this expressed our.belief that
this,view is erroneous, that the
second or “great company " which
does not escape the time of trouble
but go through it and * wash their
(world-spotted and stained) robes
and make them white, etc.,” though
not overcomers, and therefore not
permitted as part of  the first-born
to sit in the throne and be joint-
heirs, are nevertbeless Children of
God, and as such are entitled to the
seal of their sonship the Spirit, and
that it will be necessary that they

clean and wiite, and he sent.mes-
have the Spirit to guide them dur-
ing and through the time of trouble.
e.now neée by the-above type of

a stropg support for this view,’ No-
tice that when Rebecca pnssed
under. the vail she left the maids
with the servant, while :Isaac con-
ducted her to his home. So when
we pass beyond the vail (ourch ango)
the spirit remains with the greqt
company while our . Bridegroom
conducts us to His. throne.

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS.

Q.—Does the Scripture,to your
understanding teach, that Saints
who constitute the bride of Christ,
will be made perfect as natural be-
ings before being “changed” to spirit-
uaﬁ bodies?

A.—We do not 3o understand the
Scriptures. You cannot find o text
in the Bible which says that the
Saints will be restored to perfection
of the flesh. We wero reckoned as
justified to life by Jesus’ death, but
this life to which we were entitled,
we covenanted to give up and make
a sacrifice of. Are we to take back
that which we suacrificed? By no
means. God’s arrangement with us
is, that if we give up the natural a
sacrifice, He will give us instead, the
spiritual. ‘We accepted the condi-
tions, bave already received a spirit-
ual mind instead of the natural, and
are now only waiting for the change
of our natural body to thespiritual—
the completion of God’s promise.
Read carefully article—* Restitution

for whom #"—in August (1880) No.

of Z. W. T., page 4. .
Q.—Bro. R., plense explain the

baptism of the Holy Ghost and fire.
Matt. iii, 11-12. S

A.—The baptism of the Holy
Ghost is treated of in an article in
this paper. "To understand John’s
words we should reflect that he ad-
dressed mixed classes of the Jews.
“There came out to him all Judea
and Jerusalem to be baptised.” The
scribes and )ilharisees slso ‘came.
John came as theintroducer of Jesus
and the gospel, and looking forward
he propbetically foretells the result,
Some will receive Jesus, and these
will be baptised with the Holy
Ghost: Others will not receive
Him and their house (Jewish) will
be.left desolate and baptised with
fire—the judgments which did come
upon them as a people after their
rejection of Jesus, Verse 12, is but
a repetetion of the same thing in
other words. He says of Jesus—
“whose fan is in his hgnd and he

-{will thoroughly purge his floor.”

This shows the work of Jesus during
his three and a-half years ministry.
As a winnower he separated the
wheat of the Jowish peoplo from the
ahafl. “TTa will gather the whent
into Hisgurner [guspel dispensation)
butburn up the chaff with unquench-
able fire”—the -dreadful trouble
which wiped them as a people from
national existence.

Q—I read with deep interest an
article in last month’s paper, called
“ Anti-Chedst)’ and heartily ngree
with it. Now 1 want to inquire
whether we can, properly speaking,
call any church the church of Christ
which does not possess the gifts of
the Spirit as we are told the first
church had them ? :

A,—Among the gifts of the Spirit
mertioned by Paul is that of Apos-
tles. Now this gift was never intend-
ed to be continued to the church ex-
cept as we have it, viz: We have

them present and tenching the

Rebecca, the servant and her maids, |

-extent, theso gifta.

church now. through their writings.
But there were only to.be tweive
apéstles,and they are promised [when
the Kingdom takes possession of
Earth] twelve thrones; none but the
twelve are to rule over the twelve
tribes of Israel. .. Again, Jesus said
when. addressing them, that he had
chosen them who were witnesses, as
theapostles of thechurch. Thennone
sinco Jesus’ day could be apostles,
since none but they were witnesses
of His resurrection,&c. YWhen Judas
lost his place as one of the twelve,
Peter found the scripture (Acts i.
20-25,) which s’lntec{) that another
should take his place (Bishopric—
office of bishop or apostle) and the
eleven met together and selected one
who had seen Jesus, etc., ns a witness
of his resurrection. They cast lots
upon two and sclected Mathias to be
one of the twelve apastles. Butthey
evidently were mistaken in. their
actions [the spirit was not yet
given]. Jesus had his own plans for
gelecting the twelfth apostle and ful-
filling the prophecy. Jesus chose
Paul and ordained him to be an
apostle (Rom. i. 5.) and since nll of
the apostles must be eye witnesses
of his resurrection, Paul wa3 caused
to see him—*last of nll he was seen
of me also * * * who am not meet
to be called an apostle.” [1 Cor. xv.
9, see nlso, 2 Cor. xi. b, and xii. 11,
and Gal. i, 17 and 19.) Thus we
gee that God never recognized any
but twelve .apostles.
was never designed there should be
any more, we see from Rev. xxi. 14,
wherethe names of the fwelve npostles
(no more) are mentioned in connec-
tion with the foundations.

The apostle tells us that there are
differences of administration, but
the same Lord. So we see it tn be;
for instance, as to the npostles‘
method of . teaching the church.
(od has geen fit to continue,to some
We have in the
church “teachers, evangelists, pas-
tors,” &c., but many of those gifts
have passed away under a “ differ-
ent administration.” Tongues proph-
esyings, &c., have ceased, as Paul
gaid they should (1 Cor. xiii. 8),
probably, because not nownecessary.

The church is, to our understand.
ing, one body,from Jesus, the head,
down to the last member bearing
the samo fruit of the vine. Itslife
lasts on earth during tho gospel age
and until every member i8 clothed
with its heavenly body. While on
earth, any two or three of the mem-
bers may nssemble themselves ns
the body—the church—and will be
so recognized by the head, who says
He will meet with"them.

-

A STRANGE THOUGHET.

A cotemporary whose editor does
not bolieve our Lord now present,
anys it believes that when Jesua
ouines he wiltlupondaonie e wansh-
ing his bride Lefore the marringe.
Truly, this is a peculiar thought,
strangely out of harmony with
earthly usages and customs. We
sugprest the thought that the Bible
never uses an illustration which in-
volves an absurdity. Let us glance
at tho Scriptural way of utnling thoe
matter,

Jesus espoused to himself a virgin
clad in filthy garments of her own
unrighteousness; He left her, robes
of righteousness, of his own pur-
chase, telling her that she must put
onthese robes (by faith) if she would
be His. . He did not put them on
her. The robes ho gave her were
gages to her by the Apostles that

gshe should abstain from all defiling

And that it-

things while she waited for him;:
that she should put away her former
filthy-habits and live henceforth ac-
cording to the Spirit and not after,
the flesh, and. keep herself ' unspot-
ted from the world.,” Ile’left his
word. ns n purifier and cleanser if:
ever-she got a soil upon her robes,
that so he might though. absent:
himself thus arrange for her readi-.
ness, and “sanctify and cleanse her
with the washing of water by the:
word, that he might present her to’
himself a glorious church, not bav-
ing spot, or wrinkle, or any such
thing.” And the Apostle exhorts
us to make use of these ngencies
and be sanctitied—holy—through the
truth. . .

“Wherefore, beloved, seeing ye
look for such things,bediligent that
ye may be jound of him in peacewith-
out spot and blameless.” (2 Pet.ii1
14.) Mark that he says not, that he
shall wash you when he comes,
but you shull be found of him so
cleansed. Let us, dearly beloved,.
give diligence to this subject and.
see that ourrobe is sPotless, remem--
bering always that “ without holi-:
ness (purity—separation) no man:
shall see the Lord.” Those whose
robes nced washing must do it for!
themsclves, either now or during the:
time of trouble. (Rev. vii. 14.) ‘

OUR TRIP NORTHWARD. ~

Friends at Danville, N..Y,, may
expect us Thursday evening, Nov.
4th; at Honeoye, N. Y, Sunday,
Nov. 7th: and at Brockport. N. Y,
Nov. 11th. We expect to maoke:
three other stops, but hold no pub-
lic meetings except at the above
named places. As per many re-:
quests, Sister Russell will accom-
pnn?' me. ' , oo

The following persons have full
charge of all arrangemeiZ. The
are expected, under the Lord’s di-
rection, to make the best arrange-
ments possible or consistent. '

Brothor 13, W, Keith....
Brother Ira. Allen.......
Sister J. G, Henth........

Any friends in the vicinity of
these places who desire to attend the
meetings, are cordially invited to do
80. Some arrangement for your en-
tertainment will be made. =

We have read letters, etc., from

arties in the Kast—New Jersey,

elaware, ete.—who supposed our
journey would bring us near them;
but it does not. To such we would
say that we-hope to have an Bastern
trip about January, 1881, Would
like to go sooner, but expect to
see some of the dear ones West in,
Deccmber, C. T. Russerr, Editor.

WHAT TO DO.

Several have written 'to us that
they have carefully read article
in September nunber, 1880, on “Im-
Portn.nce of Baptism,” and would
e to Ml the outward algn of
the death of the fleshly nature, as sym-
bolized by immersion into water,
butareatn losshow toaccomplishit.

We would suggest that if you live
near any of those whose nnmes ap-
pear in first column of our, paper,
write to them; i{ not, if there are
revernl of vnu.fmptize one nnother; .
orif you live near any of the offi-
ciating brethren of the Cristian Dis-
ciple church, they would doubtless
serve you. (Ministers-of the  Bap-
tist Church” are not permitted by :
their creed to baplize any except
those who join their church.) e
only throw out these suggestions.
If you earnestly desire it, you will

find that God has some open door
for you. - o .
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