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!THENARROW- WAY TO LIFB.

. 2'"Enterye in:at the strait gate, be-
tcause strait is the gate and narrow is
ithe -way that leadeth unto life, and few
{there be that find it; for'wide is the
!gate'and broad isthe way that leadeth to
| destruction, and wany there be which
g0 in thoreat.,” Matl. vii. U4,

| All life is the same. - It all issues
‘from - the same fountain. God ‘is
.that fountain. In him, and in him
‘only, is life unlimited, exhaustless
‘ever-continuous - and uncontrolled
by-any circumstances. The name
'which describes this perfection of
life is Jmmortal. -1t signifies death-
iproof, consequently disease and pain-
‘proof. Many, who have not clogely
noted the scriptural use of "the
‘word immortal, have used'it with
reference to man.and to angels, but
sEripture ascribes it to God, the
\Father, only, as we will prove shortly.
' +The sun is the great fountain of
llight "to earth, -illuminating all
.things, yet it.cnuses many varieties
of color and shades of light, accord-
ling to the nature of the object upon
‘which it shines. Thesame sunlight
8hining upon a diamond, a brick,
‘and upon- various colored glasses,
sg‘roduces strikingly different effects.
'The light is the same, but the objects
;upon which it shines differ in their
icapacity to receive and transmit it.
190; too, with life. It all flows frum
‘the one inexhaustible fountain, and
it-is all of the same kind. The
oyster has life, but its organism is
ipuch" that it cannot make use of
jmuch'life, just as ‘the brick cannot
ireflect much of the light of the sun.
iSo-with each of ‘the higher grades of
life in beast, fish and- fowl. ‘Like
ithe various colored glasses under
ithe' ‘sunlight, so ' these '.various
lereatures show forth differently the

various ‘qualities and .powers'they |
and' ani:|

possess when life comes in
mates their "bodily 'powdrsitt And
as the diamond 'is so perfect'in its
nature, and - so' adapted’‘that it '¢di
receive fully and reflect'so'as tblook
ag though it’ possessed within' itself

"I the light,and were itself & miniatute

sun, so0 'with 'markind,'one' of ‘the
master-piéces ~of ' God’s'! creation;,
madé only “a little: lower: than‘the
angels.” - This perfect ‘credture wis

mdde so complete in ‘his ‘organism

(before sin marred it) as "to bé’able
to receive and retain ‘life, and never
grow dim, - . i
" Adam wasformed grandlyand per-
fectly, and filled wit%x ‘life. 7 He' was
more grand than any othér.earthly

.creature, because, of the grander or-

anism, menteswand physical:” Yet

Jet us remember that as the'diamond:

could reflect no light except when
shone'upon by the sun, so man

could possess and enjoy thelife giv-,

en him only so long d4s he was sup-

18 no more a fount of life than a
diamond is a fount of light, and one
of the very strongest reasons for
knowing that we have no exhaust-
less supply of life in ourselves is
that,’since sin entered our race, it
has lost life. "Millions have gone and
are going down into death. God had
wrrangoed that inan should have ac-
cess to lile giving trees, and that, by
continually partaking of their fruit,
he should continually live,—* eat,
and live forever.” In this respect,
also, he was like the diamond, for it
raust bave the light supplied every
moment. Sin entering, our race lost
its right to life, and was shut away
from the trees of life [plural], and so
“in Adam, all die.” But God has
provided Christ.a ransora for sin,
and soon in, or by Christ, shall all
be made alive, or be brought back
to the original perfection of the race.
As the diamond losesits beauty and
brillisncy when the:light is with-
drawn, but is lighted up again with
the sunrige, so mankind loses life
when God withdraws life from him.
“Yea, man giveth up the ghost
[life], and where is he?” Job xiv.
10. "“ His sonus come to honor, and
he knoweth it not, and they ard
broughtlow, but he perceiveth it not
of them. Vs. 21, “For there isno
work, nor device, nor knowledge,
nor wisdom, in the grave whither
thou goest.” IKcel. ix. 10. Because
of the sin-offering and sacrifice of
Christ, all shall go forth from this
condition of death. ‘“Allthat arein
their graves shall coma' forth.”
There shall be a restitution of all
things, a restoring to the condition
[as at first] in which man can receive
back again, and richly enjoy life as
it is provided for him in full measure
from the fountain—God. ’
But we asgerted thnt we would

lied-from the fountdin+God. :Man-

O
To:give it vizy 16kbosS el sverditi
Jesus “‘who'by paltient ‘conliguatite’
intwell ' doitig’ seBitfox  gloryNhdnor,
And IMMORTATITEY t Ronl i1 T 1T
those: whbt flee  {¥okn "iniquity ! and
“follow ldfter rightéousriets] igddli-
ness, faith!'lovd, Patiente, ddeektivss’
~=who fight thg gdod fight of faith .
(andithus) Jay" Hold on eternal lifé,
whereunto ‘thou!lart -also ‘called”
LLim, ¥1A20s pesne oo ho oo
‘- But thy' way' id'a- difficult ‘on'e;
bard to: walk ‘inA%because’ straitiis |
the'gale and 'narrdw is the way:that .
leadeth urito:life’and: fow! theYe b |
that find it:(life)? {Just how difficult
‘the way is may.’be judged! froui
Jetus” words ¥ Tts'not only to'be+
ligve 'on'‘him} but to follow: himm; and: ;
obey'! his!'ydice-+4Myiugheep*: hiear
(obey) my *oide’atid’i] ‘know:them '
and!they follow b, (Htake up théit ,
crdss avd':f6llow;mé ) andvIigive

prove -geripturally -that “Divinity is
the. only. fountain’-0f life,sand- that
all other forms of life~—~angels, men,,
fish, birds; bensts; éteoJateviily ves- )
sels ‘which holil each,'its‘}’-glfl‘,‘fd.ll} ‘dif-
fering’ il ‘¢apacity-4nd 'qualitync-
cording;to’ the “will\ofs the!Malker.
First,“then, we read .that God.* 'only
bath”imhiibrtality?: : [Thé- fullness
of :lifé: which could not cease under
ahy éircutiistances. ] 1+ Tit ! vi 16;
and L0171 Secdnidly, the [Son) * the
firstiborn' of. every: creature,? ¢ the
only 'b'eg‘;i)'tﬁel'f;’-?‘l“; tHotexprebs:image
of His [thie Father’d]peérson,” he who
was * inthe for! of-'God,? tind- was
“madeiat much better:!than 'the
angels;ot for suté':whith'l of. the
angels said-he " [the 2 ¥ athéx]i: Thow
art iy Bon, thisdayd have Mbégot-
tenvthee:  Hebs i bil (Thigone,
we'are1oldy partakes'of thie'Father’y
nature,find> (conségtiently! of ithe: . give
samé prificiple of limmortal life. #S6! ﬁmq’.}theﬁiﬂétcfndll.?life{”ﬂ;'.J ifoJ1xr 27
we réadiitAs the ! Father Hathulife | ¥éddearly-belovéd, ifrwe .wonld b
in himééi}ft;[dez’a}y_]ifé-*r.,is';'injhims'elf;- of thigse who w&@]dg@eivwiﬁ%&ﬂ ;
andP B drate refronsoefiet sources,| thlity, Tet ug seal B abiitatly Lot s
or dependent upon other things], so{have our “fruit unto holivess'(entire’
1hath he: given to ‘the: Son to have|consecration)'and the'end thereof*
Uife in himself.” - Thus, we see’ that [[will be] everlasting life;””” Rom. vi. 22."
immortality is ' possessed ‘only by‘| - The néw, Divine naturé begins’
Father and Son.  “But.-amazing |with us ‘here, whén we believe on
news! God purposed to call out uf|'Jeésus as the ransom from'sin, and:
the human race 'a’few,  ‘“:a’little |Covenant with God that we will “die’
flock,” who, by obedience to certain {with Him that we may also live with’
condilions, -shall become ‘‘sous -of | Him—[conversion].” From that mo-
God,” and these, instead of remain- | ment’ wo:are recognized: as God’s
ing men and continuing of the hu-|children ‘and ' “he- sends: forth - Hia
man nature, shall become “new crea- | Spirit into -our hearts,” “ whereby:
turés,” ““ partakers of the Divine:na- | [we] are sealed (marked off as separ-
ture,” receiving a Divine form(body) | ate from the world] unto the day of
being made “like unto Christ’s glori- | redemption.” This is our ‘new life
ous body ;" not a natural bédy, but a|begun. By this new:life we are to
spiritual body, for “itisraised aepirit- | crucify -the old ' will—our will as:
-unl bbdy, and that which‘is born/of | natural men—and while in the world
the Spirit is Spirit.” “ We'shall'be|to “live according to God in -the:
changed but “it doth not yet appear | Spirit.” The'Spirit- in us ‘is - the
what we'shall be, but we know that | geri of immortality. Thus we even’
when he shall nppear, we shall be|now are partakers of- the Divine’
like Him " who is *the cxpress im-[nature Dbut’ the fullness is to be:
age of the Fathers person” and share {reached when' we ‘enter into life.-
in the *“gloryto be revealed.” Nay|We are 110w begotten of the Spirit by
more, not only will they be in the|the word of truth that we should be-
Divine form and nature, but being|a kind of first fruits, but we do not-
of that nature, they will possess the |réach birth until we are raised [from
same kird of life-—immortal life. | the dead]spiritual'bodies. Our new
Hence wo read: *“And this is the!nature Jives in these mortal bodies
record that God hath given unto us|as in a house—"But we' know that
[believers] eternal life and thislife is | if our earthly house of this [build-
tn His Son”—“He that hath the Son |ing] were destroyed we have a build-,
hath life; he that hath not the Son|ingof God, &c.—our gpiritual, immor--
hath not life.” 1 Jno.v. 11, tal body. - D

Again it i3 written : : “ Thou hast| ~ But beloved, the new life would
given Him (Jesus) power over all|be easily choked and Paul assures
flesh, that he should give eternal life | us that when  thus  begotten of the
to a8 many as thou (the Father)|truth, “if [we] live.after the flesh
hast given him (Jno. xvii. 2.)/“And |[we] shall' die'(lose ‘our life princi-
as many as were ordained to eternal { ple] but if [we] ‘through the- Spirit
life belicved (Acts xiii. 48.)* “God | do'mortify [Eut to-death] the déeds’
hath called us unto eternal glory— | of the body [human nafure] we shall
“And this is the promise” which'he|live;” for the sons of God arerall'"
hath promised us even elernal life.” | those led by . the Spirit' of God.
(1 Jno. ii. 26.) “And:though.it is|Rom. viii. 13-14." “The work of cru- -
promised ns a gift, yet it is"only to|cifying must take hold upon all our

n certain clugs that he -ever agreed ! actions—“For- he [begotten “of the -
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Spi{'it] tha agweth.,to the flesh [lives
-in willful giin] shall ol the flesh reap
“corruption;Ahuthethat soweth 1o
‘the;spiril; ghlall ‘of the spirit reap
{ Bfe everlustigf®:’ Gal, vi. 8. “Ttis a
"rugged, slee joatrow way thut leaup
- o lile, and w&refit.nut that strength
1 furpishedadl: for .each successive

- stpprofthgoyituey, we never could;

:reach the?gyful; Luv His word en-
-8 of good cheer [
, i’ Sy grace 1y suflicient
- Jor thee” - I'ffe’whole world ig 1 the

broad road-fnd going down' to de~
euth.: Jesus opened the,

struction—d
f}:nu oW wa
i;?f?v‘is ality
!réﬂ reach iy by paying our ransowm
oD the £¥Ysd’ and making us free

brioging lite und i~
lighit through the gus-

o

from sift and becoming uiso our ex-1..
appledind leader intu the Divinelife.| . " .

- Xhe. butunge jof our .race, nuw
thronging the: broud road to death,
8re.to bu restored becuse their guilt
apd sin are atoned for and wiil be
rewitted. -As through the disobe:
diguce of one man all were placed
upon.the broad ruud and swallowed
up of.death, so through the obedi:
ence of une [Chirist] all will be for-
giveu and Lrought back to life. But
when, brought vuck 1o “ their former
estate—the perfection of the original
=~they will nut bave life in the sae
sense that the Divine famity will
haveit. . . - .

.The restored race will no .doubt
five  glernally, God wiil supply .the
means -of contiguing their life as
loug ap'they are obedient. und .that
we are;told will be forever. - Doubt-
legs their present experiences with
gin will prove a nlessing throughout
eteruity.. The words iucorruptible,
incorruption, imtuortal and immor-
tality 'axe translations of the Greek
words athanasia apltiarsia and eph-
thartos. which occur in all only 18
times,and are always used in con-
nectivn with God,or thie saints; und
are never associuted.in uny wuy with
angels, mankind or lower orders of
creation. With a glimpse of this
“crown of life” and the honor and
glory- associated with it, who will
say .that. our;:all-wise Father bag
made the. pathway too difficule, . It~
difficulties will act as a separating
principle to .separate and refine »
* peculiar people,” **a little flock”
to be “heirs of thie kingdom,” “heirs
of. glory,” ‘heirs of God and joint
heirs, of Jesus Christ our Lord—if
80 be that we suffer [deah] with
him, : .
As we toil upward on the narrow
way, Augels louvk on amazed at the
grandeur of the plan which is able
not only to rescue ufullen ruce from
death but to display * the exceeding
riches of Gud’s grace and loving kind-
ness toward us who are in Christ
Jesus. Eph.ii. 7. And it will yet
be more clearly, seenin the ages to
come. Yes, when the plan was first
furetold through the Prophets, An-
gels desired to look into it and o
know concerning the time, and man-
ner of time of their fultillinent;, (See
1 Pet. i, 12) and an ‘“innumerable
company of Angels” still watch our
progress-and gladly become *“minis-
tering spirils,“sent forth to minister
forithose whoshall be heirs of sulva
tion” [Hebh. i. 14.].and soon be their
rulers: . For, “know ye not that ve
ghall judge [govern] Angels?? [1
Cor, vi.-3.] :The Fathcr, too.who has
called us withsohigh a calling. looks
upon-us with loving sympathy and
desires that'we make our calling and
election.sure by complying with the

conditions.:- And there is another

who watches us with intense inter-

el7s17 ¢. 1@ made it possible for us

est’ it is He who redeemed us from

denth by hisown precious blood and,

invited us to become his Bride and
joint-heir.” If be lov d us with such
ove while we were vet sinners,judge
of hisilove now that we are his be-

‘trothed. - He knows all about the

narrow. way-—was tempted in all
‘points u8'we  are, without yielding,

and now he stands ready to-succor

and strengthen .us as we need and
ask his belp, : '
In view of all these things, let us
brethren and sisters, “come boldly
to the thruneof heavenly grace that
we . mny.obtain mercy and: find grace
t6 help in every timeof nécd,” while
‘we fight the good fight of fuith [war-
fure of new and old nature] and lay
hold on eternal life. ' o

ANTI-CHRIST.

" This.word occurs five times, and
is:found ouly in Juhn’s cpistics.
Anli; signifies aguinst; hence, anti-
Chrigt.means against Christ. 1t will
readily be seen, then, that the term
will apply to anything or any per-
son . oppusing Christ. Peter was
anti-Chiist. wuen he endeavored to
dissuade Jesus from dying on the
crosy, and Jesus so indicated, when,
turming to bim, He said: * Get thee
belhind me, Satan” (adversary). He
wus Jesus’ enemy, pecuuse he sought
tu.preveut- kis doing the Father’s
willi- Paul, also, wus at one tiwe
antt-Christ, when persecuting the
body of Christ (the church),as Je-
sus said to hin when stricken down
on the road to Dumuscus: “ I am
Jesus, whom thou persecutest (op-
puse, injure). All who, like Paul,
persecute the church, or, like Peter,
attempt to dissuade from duty and
.8ucrifice, and put hindranceadn the
way Lo -preveut the body from taking
up the cruss and fullowing the head
(Jesus)-—all such areevidently anis
Christ. Tue adversaries of the budy
of Christ are more . especially :the
latter, who, claiming to belong to
the saiue fumily, cast a stumbling-
block belore the weuk ones.

In. this sense Anti-Christs have
been numerous since the days or
Jeosus, and we are assured that the
closing of the gospel age will be a
time above all othersin which the
principles and doctrines of Jesus
Christ will be antagonized and op-
posed by many Anti-Christs (oppo-
sition from many sources).
~ /Weshould recogniz.: a difference
between false Christs (psudo-kristos)
and anti-Christs (anti-kristvs). Jesus
tells us (Matt. xxiv. 24) that in the
end of the age there shull arise
many false prophets [teachers of er-
rorJ.and false. christs. As all true
believers in Jesus, obedient to their
heud, constitute the body of the
true Christ [anointed],.so, the vari-
vus churches which recognize the
authority of another hend than Jesus
constitute the body of a false Christ,
Thus, the Roman church recognizes
the Pope [papa; father] asthe head
of that church. The church of
England recognizes its Goverument
a8 uts head, protector and * defender
of the faith;” so, also, do the
churches of Germany and Russin.
These are false Christs, and the ba
gis uron which they were estab
lished was fulze teachings of fulse
prophets [teachers]. Of these, Pa-
pacy is esvecially noted as the cnief
in scripture, and is sometimes spo-
‘ken of as ** The Man of Sin,” who
ensnared and seduced 8o many of
Jesus’ virgin .church with the delu-
sion that the kingdoms of this

world had become the kingdom of!

Gdd,ﬁnd that the time to suffer with
Chiist was over, and the time to
reign begun. - Thus was'the;church

corrupted by the “Man ‘of Sin,”

and so became the “ harlot” and the
“mother of harlots.” [Rev. xvii.
Many are her offspring.’ [See Z. W.
T., vol. 1, Nos. 6'and 7].-; <7 .

But we must draw’the "line more
closely, and suggest that every com-
pany. of religivus people who recog-
nize a8 ¢ heud and authority any
mian or set-of men, is; in that pro-
poriion, false to the real*head. -

We know that the various Chris-
tian-sects claim to recognize Jesus
ag their head and director, but by
their works they deny it; for let an
oceasion arise for a church trial, and
the condemned will be tried, not by
the teachings and words of Jesus,
but by the ** Standards of .the Pres-
byterian Church;” or by the “Author-
iuies of the Methodist Chureh,” or
otherwise according to the denomi-
nation in which i1t occurs. Thus
they acknowledge other heads and
authorities than Christ,

‘Again, a8 there is only one true
‘Head, so there is only one true body
of Christ. Jesus is the true head,
arrd every follower and disciple uni-
ted to that head by living faith is
reckoned a member of the body, hav-
ing his “name written in heaven.”
Whence, then, are these numerous
su-called churches, or bodies of Christ,
and their various-heads? They are
the offspring of error; fulse systems ;
SJalse Chiists; and give a confused
idea to the werld, who might well in-
quire, with Paul: **Is Christ divi-
dea ?” No, but there are many
fulce Christs, and we are glad.to
know that those Christians in vari-
ous churches who most honor Jesus
|us the anly ,.Head, are earnestly in-
quiring whether the reason Chris-
tiung,are unable to have “one Lord
(ruler), one faith, one baptism,” is

not, in great measure, due to their

each  teaching for ~ducirines the
[creeds or] commantments of men.”
;. Aud among these; we must, {o
some .extent, cluss many: religisus
denominations who worship the
tenets and laws of their church—their
body, over which they have appoint-
ed a head, or controliing power. I.ct
us lay aside .every such yoke of
bondage, and be most fully Christ’s
freemen, receiving assistance in our
pathway to the divine likeness from.
whomsoever and whalever we can,
but never looking to any man or
men as our leader, nur depending

of .the Sheep ” and * Captain of our
Salvation.”

Now these false Christs (churches)
are to a cerlain extént Anti-Christs,
Also, in proportion as:their tcach-
ings and 'svstems- are untrue, they

are upholding error, und conse--

quently are opposed to ;Christ and
the truth. It is for this reason that
“The Man of Sin” (Papacy) is said
to opposeall thaviscalled God. At-
tempting to gain the homage of man-.
kind to itself as the head of all, it of
courge, in that proportion, antag-
onizes and oppuses the true heed of
the true church. : oo

But are -these the only Awnti-
Christs, the .only ones opposing
Christ? By no means. The world
is still opposed to the Christ of God,
both head and body becausze it
knoweth Him not. .Infidels in com-

‘mon with Jews deny the man Christ]

Jesus—deny that Jesus ix come in
the flesh, “In the early davs of the
chureh before false christs and fulse
systems had come in, it .was more

casy to define a christian than now.

on.any but “The Great Shepherd

2o weread: (2 Jobhn vii.) “ many
deceivers are entered into the world
-who confess nptithat:Jesus Chrisy is
come in'the flesh. Thisisa deceiver
and an auti-christ. Ithusbeen sug-
gested to us'that the word rendered
13 come in this text, might be ren-
deréd 8 coming and thus be madeto
apply o tlie second coming «f Jesus. ,
We have examined carcfully the
word he translated, 78 come. 1t comes’
from the Greek—erkumai and is gen-
e1ally used to.indicute presence as of-
oue wlio has come. It is trauslated
coming only 26 times, aud . in.many’
of these it, iu.ourjudgment could"
have beet "betier trunsiated othiix-
wise: for instance (Mutt. xxv. 27.)
“at my coming, 1 should have re-
ceived my owu with usury.,” Evi-
dently a master.would 1ot expect a
settlement until e hud come, not
while on the journey coming. 'y We
should therefore trunslaie—"-on'my
arrival.” The samg word—erkomai
—while rended 20 times, coming, is
rendered came 182 iimes; and this
usual translation agrees with its use
in the scripture under consideration
—“who.confessnit that Jesus Christ
is come-in the flesh; this is Anti-
Christ. . : R
We know that it could not medn
that Jesus 48 coming in the Hesh.
This he did once when he cume us
asin-offering in n flesh body prepared
lor the purpose—*A body hast tliou
prepared-me, etc.” DBut he ‘cotues
not augainto death and consequently
wouuld have ro use fur a body of
flesh: “Yea, though we have known
Christ afler the flesh, yet, now Lence-
forth know we -Him (so) nv more.”

The same apostle continuesthesame:
subject saying:' (1 John ‘iv, 3.)
“Every spirit thatconfrssethnotthat
Jegus Christ is cmoe (erkomai—came)
in the flesh is not of God; and this
is that spirit of Anti-Christ,- whereof
ye have bheard thatitshould come.”
tlere again John is not discussing
the second coming of Jesus bat is
endeavoring to' prove his havirg
come once. (See verses 14, and 15.).
This was the only thing necessary’
to combat in that day. .Prople be-
lieved that Jesus had lived, but
denied hig being—the  Christ,.the
sent of God, as the same class: of
anti-christs do to day wnho deny that.
“Jesus is the Son.of God.” .. . ..,
The same thought is. expressed
again. (1 Jobn ii. 18.) “Ye have:
heard that Anti-Christ shall come ;:
evennow therearemany anti-christs,:
Now he proceeds to deccribe as be--
fope whom he meant by Anti-Christ,.
using the same argument as before.
v8..2%. “Who is the liar but he who-
denies that Jesus is the ANOINTED ?
Thisistheanti-christ—hewhodenies.
the Father and Son; no -one who
dejies the son has the Father.”.
(Diaglott). . KRR
Thus we have seen from. various
standpoints what constitutes: Anti-
Christ... Thosg . against which  we:
most guard are the power .and.in-:
fluence of .the varivus false heads.
and so called bodies of Christ, seeing
to it that we recognize but ov'e fold:
and one.shepherd ar.d that we. heed:
not the voice .of strangers but flee
from.them. " And let.us take.heed:
lest we become .adversarier of. our:
Lord and Master a= belaved brother.
Peter once did.and thereby deserve.
the reproof—“Get thee lelind me
Satan.”, l.et us nothinder by word-
or act.any-who are seeKingto .cru-.
cifv-the flerh—the human. rature—-
and:to thus abide as members of,
the:body.of Christ,.branches in the
vine,else wa.shall {o that extent Le’

opposed to Christ or anti-christ. .- . -
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MOUNTAIN OF THE LORD,,

Yes! o brighter morn is breaking,
- Better duys are coming on;
All the world will be nwaking

In the new and golden dawn.

In the day of coming glory,
" Men will show fraternal hand;
- Jach will tell to each the story,
Till it spreads to every land.

On the top of Zion’s mountain,
God prepares His house again ;
At its threshold springs u {ountain,

Flowing for the souls of men.

~From the earth’s remotest stations,
Men will come to hear the word;
And, in all the world, the nations
Shall be nations of the Lord.
—Pure Gold.

Why did Christ Come inthe Flesh ?

There canbe no doubt that all that
Christ has done or will do are proofs
of Divine Love towards our fallen
humanity, It is safe to assumc
that man’s necessities are all taken
into account in the gospel. More
than man needs would not be gos-
pel; less than he needs would be an
imperfect provision; neither is pos-
sible to an Infinite Provider,

That Christ ag an intelligent per-
son had a glorious existence with
‘ 'the Futher beforethe creation of the
world seems clearly the teaching of
the Lible. Proofs of lis preexis-
- {ence have been given.” In this
article we regard it as proved. From
this stand-point we proceed.

When He left the glory He had]
with the Father, He did not die.
"The glory of that life and the life
itself should not be confounded.
There are some who regard Christ,
- while on Earth,as a mere man with
a fallen nature. Others regard Him,
--during the same period, as a mere
man with an unfallen or perfect
‘human nature. Of the two we be-
lieve the latter view is mearer the
truth, But we believe the bible
teaches that He was more than hu-
man.

That He was a mere man, whether
with a fallen or a perfect nature,
seems inconsistent with the idea of
His preexistence; and yet both the
classes referred to ahove believe in
His preexistence. 1f He was Divine,
and ceased to be Divine when He
came in the flesh, where is the
~security that we will not lose our
Divinity when we are made like
Him? o

It seems clear that His Divinity
was retained in humaniby beeause
.He repeatedly spoke of Himself as
"having come down from heaven, and
"because He, though passing through
trial and sorrow as a man, was yct
. possessed of the authority and exer-
cised the prerogatives of a God. e
was the object of unreproved wor-
ship even when a babe, by the wise
‘men who came to sce the new-born
King. Matt. -il. 2-11. Iven the
angels delighted to do Him honor.
“When He bringeth the first-begot-
ten into the world, He saith, “ And
let all the angels of God worship
Him.” Heb.1. 6. '
° 'He never reproved any one for
‘acts of worship offered to Himself,
but when Cornelius offered such ser-
vice to Peter—the leading apostle—
*‘he took him up, saying, stund up;
I myself also am a man.” Acls x.
'26. The great apostle of the Gentiles
“searcely restrained the idolatry of
. the people in sacrifice offered to
~himself and his fellows, giving as a
‘reagon ‘'why it should not be done:
“We also are men, of like passions
with yourselves.” Acts xiv. 15.
*Had Christ not been more than man

the same reason should have pre-
vented Him {rom receiving worship.
This is emphasized by tho fact that
even o heavenly being senl to John
on the isle of Patmos would no’ per-
mit that mortal man to worship
him, “Se¢ thow do it nol, I am thy

| fellow-servant, and of thy brethren

that have the testimony of Jesus:
worship God.” TRev. xix. 10.

Christ spoke *‘as one bhaving
authority, and not as the Scribes.”
Matt. vii. 29. The Fountain of truth
was in Himself. The Creator couid
regulate and heal both moral and
physical difliculties; so he forgave
sins, and healed all manner of dis-
eases. That Ile could do the latter
He urged as proof that He had
power to do the former,  Matt. ix.
6. Had he been only a man, strange
indeed would have been the fact
“That even the winds and the sea
obey Him.”

But the object of the present writ-
ing is not so much to give evidence
of the bléending of the Divine and
human natures in Christ, as to pre-
sent some thoughts as to the impor-
tance of such a combination. That
such a union was a necessity, we re-
gard, however, as thebest evidence of
its reality. This subject of the
Incarnation and double nature of
Christ, has received our attention t.
o greater or less extent, for quile a
number of years, as is well known
by many of our readers. It cannot

~vhen {ruly be said that we are taking

such ground for the purpose of
opposing positions -that are of later
date, We freely confess that the
subjectappears more important now
than ever before, and as the Script-
ures are examined more and more,
it seems necessary to modify even
our owa former ideas on this and
kindred subjects. No fallible man
should “‘drive his stakes so deep as
not to be able to pull them up when
necessary.” X :

In harmony with the idea of the
two natures in Christ, as we now see
it, is the fact that Christ was. both
Priest and Sacrifice, and so offered
Himself—* gave Himself a ransom
for alt.” 1 Tim. ii. 6. This fact of
the New Testament, is clearly illus-
trated, by the high priest under the
law offering the beast—a lower noture
—as o sacrifice for sin. Tho high
priest, without a beast to offer, would
have beenanimperfect typeof Christ.
Paul reasons that as the high priest
was ordained to offer gifts and sac-
rifices, it is necessary that Christ
should also Lhave something to offer.
Heb. viii. 3. Andin the tenth chap-
ier he tells us what Chrish took for
the purpose of making an offering,
or sacrifice. The sacrifices and
offerings which were offered accord-
ing to thelaw being types only, were
insufficient, “For it is not possible
that the bloud of bulls and of goats
should take away sins.” Ver. 4.
Instead of these beasts which the
typical high priests offered, our
High Pricst had a body prepared for
Him, and thisbody He offered. See
verses 5 and 10. :
~ This body He took, or assumed,
so that it became a part of Himself.
This change in His condition is what
the apostle had in mind when he
said of Christ: “Who being in the
form of God * * {ook upon Him the
form of a gorvant, and [so] was made
in the likeness of men: and beéing
found in fashion as & man He bum-
bled Himself and became obedient
unto death, even the death of the
cross.” Phil. ii. 6-8, It will be ob-
served that the death was the last act

of hig bumiliation and not the first.
It is necesrary to discriminate be-
tween Him and the body which e
assumed. If asseems clearly taught,
the body wus the sin offering, or that
which He us our High Priest sacri-
ficed, then surely the sacrifice did
not consist in taking the body. He
took the body tosacrifice it, and His
death closed that work. The body
clearly refers to the humanity of
Christ, and it was sacrificed by its
life being taken away. ‘
We'fully believe the purpose of
Christ taking our nature; or coming
in the flesh was manifold, and we will
consider different phases of the sub-
ject and their relation to oneanother.
The first we notice is that of o Ran-
som. This means to recover by pay-
ing an equivalent, or to buy. back
what was lost. IJe tasted death for
every man, Heb. xxix, “He gave
His life avansom for [the] many”—
“a ransom for all.” Matt. xx. 28 and
1 Tim. ii. 6. “Iorasmuch as the
children are partakers of flesh and
blood He also Himself likewise took
part of the same”—[For what pur-
pose?]—thatthroughdeath Hemight
destroy him that .had the power
[keys] of death, that is the devil,
and deliver them who through fear
of death were ull their lifetime sub-
ject to bondage. Heb. ii. 14-15.
The above is-an important pass-
age because it distinctly states that
Christ 100k our natwure for.the pur-
pose of delivering from death those
under ils power, by destroying that
power. That it refers to. natural
death is clear because that is what
flesh and blood are subject to. Jlad
it been some other kind of death, it
would not have been necessary to
assume flesh and blood in order to

suffer it, and so taste death for every
wan. This question involves the
whole subject of ourloss in" Adam
and .gain in Christ, so fur as pertaing
to all men regardless of their respon-
sibility. “Asin.Adam all die,even
so in Christ shall all be made alive.”
1 Cor. xv. 22. As all men were
counted sinners and condemned to
death on account of Adam, even so,
in the same sengde, and to the same
extent, all inen are counted righteous
and justified to life on account of
Christ. Rom. v. 12, 18, 19. It is not
possible for usto limit one side of this
statement, only by the other side—
and both are unlimited. Here is
stated the “sin of theworld, (Adam’s
sin was the world’s 8in because he
was the world—the race of natural
men being in him)—and Christ is
the “Lamb of God which taketh
away the sin of the world.” This is
the atonement for what men some-
times call “original sin,” and all its
results. .

Adam was a perfect natural mav,
and Goddealt with him accordingly.
He gave him a Jaw adapted to that
life, and gave him, until after he
sinned, access to a tree that could
preserve that lile. The curse or
penalty of his sin was * Dying thou
shalt die,” (Gen. ii. 17, margin) and
all that was necessary, in order to
the execution of that penalty, was
to shut him away from the life-pre-
serving tree. This was done, and
the consequence is that the whole
race of mankind are either dead or
doomed to death, and passing down.

“Now if to ransom means to buy
back by raying an equivalent (and
we think no unprejudiced English
reader will deny 1t) then Christ
must of necessity - assume ‘a perfect
humanity and lay down that life as

a voluntary sacrifice. If it be asked,

‘how could Christ,,.bg-‘u,tcm ted if ; he
had a perfect humanity 2.:We answer
Ly asling how.;could,;ddam.. be
temptcd if ke bad a perfect humani-
ty? A fallen humwagity, is, 0ot .the
result of -temptation-but  the, result of
sin, and a perfect gature could not
have fallen if sucliya. nature:could
not have been . tetnpted. ' All, that
we claim on this pojnt is that Christ
as.a ransom wag asyperfect as what
Adam lost, 3oL

It does not appearfrom the record
that Adam was créated perfect in
the sense of being, strong and .incor-
ruplible. ‘The opposite of this.is true, ;;
for he sinned at the very first,temp-""
tation, and corruption wasyfhe;re-
sult. That which is incorruptible
cannot Le corrupted.” Jesus, when,
speaking of those who have passed
from corruption loincorruption,says
of them * Neither can they die any
more.” Luke xx. 306, .

But if Adam sinned so easily, thus
proving his weakness, why, if Christ
was only as perfect as. Adam;.did
not He sin? We answer :- It seems
clear to us that if Christ was only a
Jallen. man He would‘have been as
sure to sin ag all other fallen men;
and if Christ had been only a perfect
man He could havesinned as well as
Adam. We believe that the reason
He did not sin, was not because of
the innate strength of His human-
ity, but because of the all-sustaining
indwelling Divinity.,

Then why does He deserve credit?
We answer, no credit is due to the
humanity, or to the flesh, in. the
work of saving man. It is all of
God, and the strength of all over-
comers, whether it was Jesus or any
of His followers, is due to-:the in-
dwelling Divine Spirit. This brings
us to-consider another necessary use
of the double nature of Christ. .

The coming-of the Divine One;
into the flesh was necessary in order
to ingraft, so to speak, Divinity into
bumanity. Some see one of ‘these
reasons and not'the other. Like the
two natures they aro blended but
not to be confounded., - -

Christ as a Redeemer, paid th
ransom, but the object for which
men are redcemed is that they may
be regenerated, And Christ is not
only a Redeemer 'but also a Second
Adam—i. ¢. the head of a new and
spiritual race. : e

Tirst the natural and' afterward
the spiritual, is applicable ‘to’ the
relation between the two Adams, as
well as to other features of the plan.
Because the type was an earth man,
does not get'agide the truth that the
antitype is a spiritual man—* the
Lord from heaven.” ' 1 Cor. xv.'47.

All that a ransom secures is a re-
covery of what was lost—natural
life—hence the ransom is the basis
of restitution; and therefore if men

ever receive more than they lost, it

will be because Divinity is ingrafted
into their restored humanity. , It is
God’s plan for the race in general to
save them by resurrection from the
Adamic curse  first, and afterward
bring them to. the knowledge of
the truth, thus..placing . within
their reach all that obedience to the
truth can secure them; but He deals
with us—Christians—as exceptions
to the rule. 'As we are counted dead
in Adam before we die, 80 ' we, are
counted alive in Christ beforehand,
and brought to the knowedge of the
truth. Being begotten by the Spirit,
by the word of truth, through the
exceceding great and precious prom-
iges, we become partakers of the

Divine nature,” 2.Pet. i. 4, This is
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called Christ, in usthehope of glory.

The Christian, like his Liord when
He 'was in the flesh, has two na-
tures, and this gives us the basis of
the " warfare between the Old Man
and the New Man; bctween the
flesh and the Spirit. On accountof
this fact, Christ is our Flead—our
example in suffering, in patience
and in loyalty. He is nlso our
Leader, our Commander and Fore-
runner. We follow Him not only
as o pattern of life, but also in the
order of development (rom the

, natural to the spiritual.

i, ~He is also our Leader in sacrifice,

“for'ithe flesh nature must be de-
stroyed.: As He was both Priest
and¥Sacrifice, so are we. ‘“If ye
‘through the Spirit do mortify the
deeds of the body, ye shall live.”
. Rom, viii. 18, Nothing seems more
clearly taughtin the New Testament
than that the possession of, and be-
ing controlled by the Divine Spirit,
is the only means of success in
keeping the body under, and of
bringing the members under obedi-
ence to our Lord.

The necessary condition of the
higher life is the death of the lower
one, by the crucifixion of its evil
affections and desires. ‘Thus it is
we are to have fellowship with His
sufferings and be made conformable
to His death. Phil. iii. 10. * For
in that He died, He died unto sin
once ; but in that He liveth, Heliv-
eth unto God. Likewise reckon ye
also yourselves to be dead indeed
unto sin, but. alive unto God,
through Jesus Christ, our Lord.”
Rom. vi. 10, 11.

This death and' resurrection is
that which is represented by baptism ;
that is, the real baptism involves the
death to sin and mortality, and the
resurrection to holiness and immor-
:tality, and water baptism is the ap-
propriate symbol. Water baptism
.18 not on that account less import-
ant, but rather morse so, because of
its depth of meaning. But if any
see no further than the form or sym-
bol, their faith will not lay hold
on the reality, as expressed by the
apostle: “ Know ye not that so many
of us as’ were baptized into Jesus

. Christ were.baptized into His death.
Therefore we are buried with Him
by baptism into death; that like as
Christ was raised up from the dead
by the glory of the Father [Divin-
ity], even 8o we algo should walk in
newness of life.” Rom. vi. 3, 4.

The Divine Spirit, or new nature,
imparted to us,is the priest by which
our bodies are to be made a living
sacrifice. The object of this sacri-
fice is that sin should not reign in
‘our mortal bodies, but that these
same members of these mortal bodies
should yield themselves “as instru-
ments of righteousness unto God.”
Should there be in any mind a
doubt of the correctness of this ap-
plication, lel him carefully read the
whole sixth chapter of Romana.

Precigely the same thought in re-
gard to killing and making alive
these bodies of ours, by the in-
dwelling Spirit of Christ, is ex-
pressed by the apostle in the eighth
chapter. “ But ye are not in the
flesh [the old nature], but in the
Spirit [new nature], if so be that
the Spirit of God dwell in you.
Now, if any -man have not this
‘Spirit ‘'of Christ he is none of His.
And if Christ be in.you, the body
‘is dead [put to death by the Spirit]
because of sin, but the Spirit 1s life
because of righteousness. [But the
body is not to remain dead; only
its old sinful nature or life was to be

destroyed]. But if the Spirit of
Him that raised up Christ from the
dead dwell in you, He that raised
up Chrigt from the dead shall also
quicken [make alive] your mortal
bodies by His Spirit which dwelleth
in you.” Rom, viii. 9-11, It is the
Spirit that mortifies or puts todeath
the deeds of the body,and the same
Spirit that gives the new life.

‘Whoever will read the sixth, scv-
enth and eighth chapters of Romans
may see that the apostle is sceking
to teuch them nand us i great lesson
for this life, of death to sin and res-
urrection to holiness, and that the
work can only be accomplished by
the Spirit in-dwelling, and over-
coming the old nature which dwells
in these members. Was not this
then the great practical object of the
Incarnation, to ingraft the Divine
Spirit into humanity and thus save
humanity ?

The same principle of death and
life holds good throughout the plan,
whether in symbol or reality. All
may see that the old nature or corrupt
life is not to be restored to those
who have the Spirit of Christ in
them. ‘The life it imparts is a new
and spiritual life. The body is to
be raised, but by a process of Di-
vine Chemistry which we may not
fully understood ¥ will be changed
*according to the working whereby
He isable even to subdue all things
to Himgelf.” Phil. iii. 21.

One more reason for the double
nature of Christ we would notice is
this: That He might both be
able to sympathize with and help us,
“For-in that He Himself hath suf-
fered, being tempted, He is able to
succor them that are tempted.”
Heb. ii. 18. “Seeing, then, that we
have a great High Priest that is
Rassed into the heavens, Jesus, the
Son of God, let us hold fast our pro-
fession. For we nave not an High
Priest who cannot be touched by a
feeling of our infirmities; but,was
in all points tempted like as we are
and yet without sin. Let us there-
fors come boldly unto the throne of
grace that we may obtain mercy,
and find grace to help in time of
need.” XHeb. iv. 14-16.

Two persons in the same weak
and helpless condition might sym-
pathize with each other, and yet
perish together; but one standing
on a rock can help the other out.
Mere humanity, fallen or unfallen,
is unable to-rise into spiritual life.
In Cbrist, both natures being com-
bined, we have the sympathy which
experience gave Him and also the
power to help. He first lifted His
own humanity (“Destroy this
temple and in three days I will
raise it up,” and * He spake of the
temple of His body.” This is true
of His own person and also of His
body, the church), and from the
standpoint of His perfect spiritual
life He beckons us, and there He
will meet us. What He is, we may
well expect to be. * I shall behold
thy face in righteousness; I shall
be satisfied when I awake in thy
likeness. J.#H. P,

I

THBE TWO NATURES.

Jesus’ “being in the form of God,”
implies Divine powers, ete.; this on
our account he left, tuking “not the
nature of angels,” (which would
have implied -angelic powers and
qualities) but he took the nature of
men, which implies the qualities and
powers of man, (before man sinned).
He undoubtedly knew of His own
pre-existence as he frequently re-

ferred to it as glory had with the
TFather before the world was; and
“Tor this cause (death) came 1 unto
this hour.” (Jno. xii, 27.) and “For
this cause came I into the world that
I should bear witness to the truth.
(Jno. xviii. 37.) In a word we un-
derstand that the man Jesus up to
hig 30th year was in every respect
like Adam exceptthatheknew what
sin and death meant and had seen
their destructive operation -on the
human family for 4000 years while
Adam did not “kunow good and evil.”
Adam had never seen a sinner nor
asinners punishment—death ; there-
fore while created sinless and per-
fectly able to abstain from sin, yet
not realizing “the exceeding sinful-
ness of sin” and its destructive
effects, he sinned as God had fore.
seen and fore-arranged heshould do.

Thisknowledge which Adam lack-
ed Jesus possessed as we read: “By
hig knowledge shall my righteous
servant justify many.” Isa. Hii. 11.
The man Adam was created by the
operation of God’s spirit (Gen. i, 2.)
The child Jesus was formed equally
by miraculous power of the same
spirit, Both were holy [pure sin-
less]. - Jesus grewin wisdom and in
stature until he reached his thirtieth
year. Now the work for which e
came into the world must begin.
What was the work for which this
body was prepared ? Paul angwers
—*“for the suflering of death.” And
now He is represented as saying:
“Lo I come [as] in the volume of
the book [bible] it is written of me,
to do thy will O God.” Heb. x. 7.
Thus Jesus covenanted at 30 years
to do tlie I'ather’s will [the special
work for which he came] and going
to John at Jordon he made the same
outward sign of His covenant which
he asks us to make, of our covenant.
when he was immersed. Thus he
expressed his determination. to die
for our sins by being burried in
water, and Hig trust in the promise
of the Father to raise him again to
the Divine life.

But even a perfect human being
could not crucity himself so the
Father imparted the Divine Spirit to
the man Jesus and {from that moment
he is the anointed [the Christ] “The
man Christ Jesus.” And he went
up out of Jordon in the power of the
Spirit,” filled with the Spirit for “the
Father giveth not .the Spirit by
measure (in limited quantity) unto
Him.” Now He is different from
Adam for Adam never partoock of
the Divine Spirit and nature. We
saw in article on Baprism in last
issue [a second reading of which we
suggest,] that our baptism represents
a similar covenant to die; to be
“conformed to Fis death:” to be
“Baptized into His deuth.” And as
Jesus could not crucify the flesh
until anointed with the Spirit so
with us; He is our pattern and fore-
runner. We follow “in His foot-
steps” in every particular. Now,let
ue closely examine Ais death, for
unto it we are to be conformed.

In our own view, it is a mistake
to suppose that our giving of our-
selves “ living sacrifices, wholly ac-
ceptable unto God,” is the giving up
of the sinful desires of our human
nature. Notso. Itisthegivingup
of things that are right and proper
enough for men. Let us look unto
Jesus: As a man (tempted in all
points like as we are, yet never
yielding) with a human nature, He
had to withstand the same tempta.
tions of the deutl, and to avoid the
use of His perfect human power for
seif-exaltation.

noed,”

Asthe only perfect man, he could
have placed himself speedily at the
head of all earthly governments;
could have inaugurated wise and
beneficial reforms and laws, and

could have had the respect and -

homage of =ll the fullen race. But
instead .of doing according to the
desires of his earthly nature and
will, he did as he had covenanted :
“Lo, I cometo do thy will, O, God.”
And so he did. Wherever hie went,
and whatever he did, be asceribed all
the honor to the Itather. * The
TFatber that -dwelleth in me,” he
doeth the works.” As the spiritin
Jesus was tho miracle working pow-
er, yet never used by bim as a
means of gratifying the human ap-

petite, or of exalting self (see Matt.

iv. 3-7), 80 we, who possess a measure
of the same spirit, would find it
powerful to-day, if we could but
have faith to exercise it. But it
would be sin to use this spiritual
power for the gratifying of our hu-
man nature when it was given us
wherewith to crucify it. When the
multitudes hung on his words, and
said, “ Never man spake like this
man,” he-declared: “ As I hear, ]
speak.” (John xii. 49). Again,
when the people, perceiving bis real
human greatness and perfection, de-
sired to bestow earthly power upon
him, we read: *Jesus, perceiving
that they would take him by forcu
and make him a king, withdrew
himself to n desert place, alone.”
These things were lawful to his
human nature, but they were not
expedient ; for by so doing he could
neither redeem the-race from death,
nor bring “ many sons-tc glory and
immortality. And often the conflict
between the human and divine na-
tures in Jesur was so great that he’
needed and spent whole npights in
prayer. He came to the same
“throne of heavenly grace” (not to
obtatn mercy, for he needed not
mercy, being without sin), but to
“find grace to help in every time of
And when, at the close of
his three and a half years of self-
sacrifice for the good of others, the
hour of death came, it was the se-
verest trial to his human nature.
To permit himself, pure and sinless
and benevolent, to be crucified as a
vile criminal, and open not his mouth
in self-defense; to be regarded as
an impostor, in some degree at least,
by his followers; to permit the
soldiers to mock and scourge and
kill him, while having done no sin,
he had a right to live,
have asked the Father,and he would
have given him more than twelve
legions of angels to defend him.
These things, one and all, wére se-
vere trials to the human nature, and
he must have failed without the aid
of the Divine nature. ,
No wonder he said: “ Now is my
soul troubled, and what shall Isay?
Father, save me from this hour!
But for this cause came I unto this
hour: Iather, glorify thy name.”
(Joo. xii. 27). No wonder if when
he came to Getnsemane, he ngain
found it needful to go to the Father
for help to do bis will, saying: “If
thou be willing, remove this cup
(death) from me.” Then he obtains
strength, and continues, ‘“ Neverthe-
legs, not my (human) will,but thine
be done.” Luke xxii. 42, (Vss. 43
and 44 are omitted in old MSS.)
Now, we can readily see that.to
be conformed to his death does not
mean that we should give up only
sinful things to which we never bad
a right. DMany things are proper

enough to us as human beings, that

>

He could -



Z10N’'S WATCH TOWER.

("\
Vb

!

.we covenanted to give up if we
imight have the Divine nature. To
illustrate: It is proper enough for a
'worldly man to seek the honor and
;respect of his fellow men by such
Jawlul use of his talents as would
commend him to their esteem. It
.would be right enough for him to
iparticipate in worldly governments,
both by voting and holding office.
It is right for him' to seek all unin-
Jurious pleasures; operas, concerts,
igames, &e.; to seek wealth and ease
iand human happiness. It is not
jwrong for earthly women to engage
iin the same pleasures, and to wear
braided hair, jewelry and costly ap-
parel, if rightly and honestly ob-
itained. Butif any man or woman
'be in Christ a new creature, these
should remember that their cove-
nant was fo crucify the natural will
and ‘mind of the flesh, and to devel-
op the new nature,and they will
find that every such natural pleasure
‘permitted in their hearts fills a place
consecrated to God, and excludes a
‘meagure of the joys of the Spirit, as
well as requiring some of the time
‘which they have consecrated wholly
to God. ‘

A mistake is made by Christians
in trying to apply to the world
rrules and laws given only to saints.
The worldly man does not covenant
to make his body u living sacrifice.
‘We do. True, we mnust, as long as
'we abide in the flesh, eat, drink and
wear, but the amount of time which
we shall give for these necessary
things should be decided according
to our understanding of God’s will
as vxpresscd by his word, and the
example of Jesus. Our earth life
should, like Jesus’ life, be spent
more for others than for self—* Do-
ing good to all men, as we have op-
Eortunity, especially to the house-

old of faith.” Iach one has op-
portunity to carry out this principle
of self sacrifice in the everyday af-
fairs of life. The mother may spend
her life and sacrifice her comfort for
her children ; tho futher for his fam-
ilg; the teacher for his pupils; the
editor for his readers, &ec.; for char-
ity should begin at home, though it
should not end there.
' In our judgment, the common
‘habit of speaking and thinking of
the new nature as being an engraft-
ing of a spiritual element into a
nafurel man and, of the blending in
s of the human and divine natures,
are serious and hurtful errors,
There is no league, no blending or
uniting of the two natures. When
‘we- 1eceive the new nature, it is not
ithat we may blend and unite it
with. our old human nature, but
that we may crucify and put to
.death the human. Not my will and
God’s will, my plans and God’s
plans, my.- work and God’s work,
blended. They will not. blend.
- ‘Like oil and water, they are of dif-
ferent natures. My will, plan,
'work, &c., must all be lost. Though
our wills were perfect human wills,
‘a8 Jesus’ was, we must ignore them,
and say with him—" Not my will,
‘but thine, be done.” We canseano
‘blending of two natures in our Mas-
iter, but a complets control by the
‘Divine, and a crucifying of the hu-
man. “Let us walk in his footsteps
ias he hath set us an example.”

Waar peace He bringeth to iy heart,
" Deep as the soundless sea,

‘How sweetly singeth the soul that
e clingeth,

b+ My loving Lord to Thee.

{';!,':Ix'most ‘situntions of life the con-
{sclousness of innocence is our best
.shield, and our firmest security.

(S
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AND AFTER DEATH THE JUDG-
MENT. .

“As it was appointed unto men once
to die, but after this the judgment, so
Christ was once oflered to bear the sins
of many; dnd unto them that look for
him, shall he appear the second time
without sin unto salvation.” Heb. ix,
27-28.

Perhaps 1o text of scripture has
ever been more widely misapplied
than the above; it is generally sup-
posed to refer to mankind in general,
and to mean that there comes a
Judgment to them after dcath. But
by reading this 27th verse in connec-
tion with vss. 26 and 28, it will be
seen that the “men” referred to were
the various high priests of Israel.
Paul is trying to show us that these
“men ” in the sacrifices which they
“ offered year Ly year continually,”
were but types of Christ; that
though they offered-and went into
the Holy place every year, Christ as
the antitype needed only to go in
once. Christ's sacrifice was that of
his own lLfe, while that of these {ypi-
cal men was the blood ‘of others,
that is to say, these typical priests
instead of laying down their lives
and then being given a new, or
spiritual life (as in the case with
Jesus) were told to kill “a bullock”
which was for, or instead of their
own, natural lives; thus in figure
the priest died, every time he slew
the bullock. Now after thus kill-
i g the bullock it remained for the
high priest to take the blood into
the holy place and see whether it
would be accepted. This was the
judgment—irial. If the work had
been all properly done, it was accept-
ed of God and was the basis of at-
one-ment for the people and the after
blessing. Now notice that, “ ds it
was appointed unto (those) men
once to di¢, (s represented by the
bullock)and after thatthe judgment,
(to see if their sacrifice was accepta-
ble) so Christ was once offered to
bear the sins of many.”

Our head, Jesus, having "given
himself for us—the church. (ph.
v. 25-27.) presented the evidences of
bis death in the flesh, (typified by
the bullock.) Then came the trial—

Was it a perfect sacrifice? If so it
would be accepted. It was perfect
and was accepted of God andp while
the Head remained in glory, the
spirit of the Head came upon all
believers (at pentecost) anointing
them as His body, to have share in
His sufferings and to be made con-
formable unto His death, as repre-
sented in the goatsacrifice. Lev. xvi.
- Soon the body will have finished
its work of “filling up that which is
behind of the afflictions of Christ.”
Col. i. 24, Then the Head comes to
the body and takes it into the Most
Holy, the sacrifice of the body being
accepted through the merit of its
Ilead. Then the appearing to bless
all the people takes place. (Lev. ix.
23.) When he thusappears to bless,
is it the head alone which appears
think you? No, “when he shall
appear we also shall appear with him
INGLORY.” “Weknow that when He
shall appear we. shall be like Him.”
1 Juo. iii. 2. We will be like him
when he appears not afler he appears.
Will he appear in the flesh aud we
in the flesh ? No, that would not be
“in glory.” Besides if you wil] ex-
amine the context you will readily
see that the spiritual body is meant.
He took a flesh body only. as a
sacrifice—* A body hast thou pre-
pared me?” (for sacrifice). **He
took upon him the form of a servant

for the suffering of death.”” But

when he 'comes forth the second
time'(head and body complete) it
will not be to repeat the work of
sacrifice, “lor this he did once ” but
hecomes forth unto salvation and he
comes “ IN GLORY.”

Thus the prophets foresaw and
foretold * the sufferings of Christ
(head and body) and the glory that
should follow:” * For verily when
we were with you we told you be-
fore that we should suffer tribula-
tions. No man should be moved by
these afllictions, for yourselvesknow
that we are appointed thereunto.”
1 Thes. iii. 3-4.

Take joyfully then dear brethren
the suflerings of the present, that
when they are ended, we may be
joined to, and “appear with Him in
glory,” forthen “yeshall be gladalso
with exceeding joy.” :

TO WHOM DO WE APPEAR !

is o question of interest. The type
(Lev. ix. 23.) shows that the appear-
ing is to “all the people.” ’lPheir
typical priest so appeared and so
blessed * all the people ” for whom
the sin offerings had been made.
Israel being the type of the world
a8 the house of Aaron (type of Levi)
had before been used as a type of
the household of faith,” from which
the “little lock” of priests are select-
ed: So our appearing will be to
bless the people~-the world of man-
kind; to raise up and bless the
race fallen in death and sickness and
degredation ; to raise them up to
perfect manhood as at firs{—* the
restttution of all things which God
hath spoken.” o
Throughout the “Day of atone-
ment’—typical of the 6,000 years of
sin’s reign, in the latter partof which
1900 years the sacrifices have been
offering—during that “day of atone-
ment?” the people were instructed
gLev. xvi. 29.) that they should
“ afflict their souls” etc., typical of
the world’s painful and afflicted con-
dition during sins dominion and
until their sing are blotted out and
their af-one-ment with God com-
pleted.” Theirs was only the type;
the real atonement is almost finish-
ed and soon the blessing will begin.

Now it is these waiting multitudes

coming forth of the Great P,rophet;
Priest and King — “ The Christ,’
“The Seed.” Paul says so: “The
whole creation groaneth and travail-
eth in pain togetber until now.”
“Tor the earnest expectation of the
creature waiteth for the maonifesta-
tion of the sons of God.” The hu-
man family will not see Jesus the
head or bridegroom when he comes
to get His “Jewels,” “His body,”
“ Ilis bride.” He comes as he went
away — (Eﬁetly, unknown ‘to the
world. (But not again in the flesh
for though we have known Christ af-
ter the flesh yetnow henceforth know
we him (s0) no more.”) Earth's mil-
lions are groaning for deliverance
from “the bondage of corruption”
and though they may not have clear
idcas of howitcomes, yetin due time
the deliverance shall come and they
will recognize it as being the work
of the “sons of God.” “And it shall
come to pass that every soul -that
will not hear (obey) that prophet
(teacher) shall be cut off [die'Il rom
among bis people” And all who
do obey him shall be delivered from
the bondage of corruption [sickqess,

gin and death] into the glorious
Fiberty of the sons of -God. - As re-
deemed human childrén.they shall
come again into the same freedom

from si_ckness and death as that en-

—the people, who are awaiting the|

joyed by angels, by Adam before he
sinned, etc. Pain, corruption and .
death are only the accompaniment |
and bondage resulting from sin. ... |
Though ‘*every eyeshall see Him,
and they also which pierced Him,”
we do not believe He will appear
(and we with Him) to all at once,
but that, as indicated in our.text, it
will be to those that * look for Him.”
The seceing will not be that of the
natural eye, for ‘* without holiness no
man shall see the Lord.” The Aoly
ones are the saints, “We shall see
Him as He is,” for we shall be like ,
Him.” There are other ways of |
seeing than by the natural eye. . ,fl‘o’:_.'
see means to recognize ; to perceive,
When Jesus was  present in:the.:
flesh, many saw Him with the
natural eye. Few saw Him really.
Eyes had they, but they saw not.
Again: s blind man. could truth-
fully say, * Wonderful things in the
bible I see.” Paul says we .are to
watch and “see the day approach- -
ing,” &c. 'We thus use the word see
ag meaning o recognize. Now we
understund tbat Jesus, our head, is
now present as our “ Morning Star ”
(dai-bringer), preParing a “little
flock.” (We don't claim to know
them all). The world and many of
the virgins (pure.ones ;.saints), are
asleep, and Enow not of the “*day
star’s " having risen. Soon the few
Erepared ones are caught away un-
nown, and, with the dead of the
same class, constitute *“ the prophets
and saints ” of Rev.xi. 18—the bride
—the overcomers, who, under and
in their leader and hen'c‘l, Jesus, are
to “ipherit all things ”’—be mem-
bers of the “first-born-"—therefore,
“heirs of God, joint heirs with.Je-
sus,” of whom. He spake, saying:
“ Fear .not, little..ﬂoclli); it is your
Father's good pleasure to give you
the kingdom.” . : .
“ Then shall the righteous shine
forth as the sun in the kingdom of
their TFather,” whose - kingdom,
prayed for 1800 years, will then
have come: “Thy kingdom come,”
and following gradually comes the
next clause, “Thy will be done on
earth as in heaven.” It requiresall
of the millennial age to fully accom-
lish God’s will on earth as in
eaven, and. .to: utterly wipe . away
sin and its results:: corruption, pain
and death. o .
Those who will first recognize this
millennial day as begun,and itssun
of righteousness as having risen, the
kingdom of God as having .becn
‘“get up,” or commenced its reign,
will be the * great company who go -
through the coming timé of trouble
and come up (to the family condi-
tion, ag partakers of the .Divine na-
ture), but not being the overcom-
ers—ihe bride—they do not sit in
the throne, but therefore are they
béfore the throne.” .. We say that
this class, the left of -the ~church
when the bride is taken, will be the*
first to recognize .the 'i{ingdom a8
being established. As we see by
Rev. xix, 5-9, “ A voice came out-of
the throne, saying, * Praise our God,
all ye, His servants, and yethat
fear Him, both small and great’
And I heard, as it were, the voice of
a great multitude, and as the voice of
many waters, and. as the voice of -
mighty thunderings, saying, ‘Alle-
lulia 1 for the Lord God omnipotent
reigneth.’” They: realize the reign
as commenced, and the bride-as be-
ing taken, and that they are-left out .
of that little flock. .. But the plan of
God begins to open out before them,
and they find Him much more lov-

ing and kind: than. they had ever
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supposed while they were bound in
and to Babylon, at whose overthrow
they rejoice.. They begin to praise
God, saying: “We may rejoice and
-exult, dnd give. glory to Him, be-
cause the marriage of the Lamb
came, and his wife prepared herself.”
[Diaglott]. : -+ .

Then (v8. 9,) & promise is made to
this second company, viz,: that they
come'to the “marriage feast,” when
they, the * palm -bearers,” shall be
ushered into the presence and joy-
ous and eternal fellowship of “the
crown-wearers, the kings and priests
unto God, and thus the entire fam-

. ily, or * first-born ” and many breth-
-ren‘be complete, and together unite
"~'in-showin

forth  the praises of the
King of Kings' and ILord of Lords
to the world. '

The second class who will recog-
nize the kingdom as **set up” will be
fleshly lerael. "‘When'toward or at the
olose of * the time of trouble » they
shall have ‘been gathered in great
numbersand wealth to Palestine, and
when the “nations shall come up to
take a spoil and prey,” etc., (Ezek.

‘xxxviii. 11.)  For “ the day of the

Lord cometh, and thy spoil shall be
divided in the midst of thee. For
I' will. gather all nations against

- Jerusalem to battle, * * * and half
of the cit}'

shall go into captivity,
&c. * * * Then shall the Lord go
forth and fight against those nations
a8 when He fought in the day of
battle. . And His feet shall stand in
that day upon.the Mount of Olives,”
&o. ‘(Zech. xiv. 1-4). This, ap-
parently the first realization Israel
will have of the kingdom’s having
come (Chap. xii. 2, 3; 7-10), seems
to.discuss .the same topic and de-
scribe the effect upon them of their
marked deliverance. They recog-
nize (look ué)on) Him whom they
have pierced. They seem .to be.
able to establish the identity of the,
Deliverer as the one they had once
despised, crucified. '

» +Our’ understanding is, not that’
thuy will see-Jesus -or any one with
their eyes, nor that Jesus and His
church will ‘appear in their midst
and- fight and - kill their enemies
(we war 'not with carnal weapous),

but that after they have been badly

beaten' by the great multitudes of
their enemies, the ‘Lord will appear
and show Himseif and fight for

. them' “as. when he fought in the

day of'battle.” But how was that?
Think of it! How he overthrew
great kings and strong nations he-

fore them ; nationsso much stronger

than they. that it was a miracle,
Thus God was in the midst of Is-
rael, and delivered them from all
their -enemies round about. As
then, so again he will reveal himself
as ‘their deliverer, and they. shall
say: “Lo, this is our God: We

“have waited for him, and he will

save us.” So the.work of revealing

"Krogresses until- *all shall know

im, from the least to the greatest,”
and “all nations shall come and
worshi{) before him, and thus every
eye shall' see (recognize) him, while
‘only the Aoly shall see him as ke is.

- Thus, too, we see how “he will be
revealed in flaming fire.” [Judg-
ments.] The judgments which come
upon “ Babylon” and cause her

-overthrow open the eyes of the first

mentioned class .to recognize the
kingdom power. The overthrow
(judgments) .on .the attacking na-
tions open the eyes of the Israelites

-gimilarly while the balance of man-

kind, living and resurrected nations,

-will find .'abundant proof of the

rulings of the spiritual kingdom in

I
the crushing and destroying of their
enemies, sin and death, for “ when
the ‘judgments [“flaming firve ] of
the IJord'aro abroad in the land, tho
inhabitants of the'world will learn
righteousness.”

Thus each clags, ag thoy beecome
interested and awakened to “look
for-bim,” shall see him. *To them
that look for him, he shall appear,”
and we ‘‘also shall appear with
him,” and thus *“the desire of all
nations shall come.”

WHEN AND HOW WILL CHRIST
OOMX?

We have just read, in a cotempo-
rary which 18 seen by many of our
readers, an article entitled “ Christ,
and " Anti-Christ,” in which the
writer seeks to prove that Jesus,
at his second advent, will come in
the flesh. The proof of his position
he bases mainly on, 1 John iv. 2, 3.
He quotes the verses thus: “Every
spirit that confesseth that Jesus
Christ’ erkomai [cometh] in the
flesh i3 of God, and every spirit
that confesseth not that Jesus Christ
erkomat in the flesh is not of God.”
“For many deceivers are entered
into the world who . confess not
that "Jesus Christ cometh in' tlie
flesh. This is a deceiver and an
Anti-Christ.” 1 Jobhn iv. 2, 3, and
2 John, vii.

" He continues: “ The rendering of
erkomat, as it is given by the transla-
tors ‘in "these special texts, was
‘merely because of the theology of
these Episcopalinn ministers.” It is
the word invariably used [mark!]
by the apostles when speaking of
his future coming.” Then follows a

the future tense.

has made a very serious mistake,
and one calculated to lead into error
any one not familiar with thé Greek
of the New Testament. Yet it is
but ljust to say that it was a mistake
easily made, Not being familiar
with the original, he evidently de-
pended upon a Greek Concordance
in ‘making his quotations. The error
probably crept in this way, In such
Concordances, each word is given
vsually in its generic [general] form
only, withoutreferencetothechanges
it undergoes in passing through the
various grammatical forms which
distinguish its moods, tenses, &c.
Thus, under the general head of
“ Brkomai” [come] he would find
references to passages. containing
such combinations as these: have
come, 13 come, will come, may come, also
cometh, camé, &c.

If unfamiliar with the Greek forms
and without an examination of the
Greek text he would be totally unable
to distinguish between the tenses.

Looking in the concordance then
under ** Erkomat” he finds refer-
ences to some passages which he
knowsspeuk of Christ’s secondadvent.
If he fails to look further he may con-
clude that “it isthe word invariably
used when speaking of his futuse
coming.” Of course n more thorough
search would soou haverevealed the
error, Having thus reached o con-
clusion—unfortunately a wrong one
~it is apparent that on finding other
texts which Ads theory required to be
in the future tense—that were trans-
lated in the past—he would at once
jump to the conclusion that they
were mistranslated.

This he has done. Both in his
proof texts, and in his list which he

hag given to support bis translation

list of texts, in which he asserts
erkomat occurs, putting them "allin’

“We are obliged to say that he

of the proof texts, he has been thus
deceived. His argument briefly but
fairly stated is this. “ Erkomai mean-
ing cometh,” is the word invariably
‘used by the apostles when speaking
of his ( Christ’'s) future coming.”
Proof: alist of texts reforring to the
future in which he asserts erkomai
occurs. Now says he (we are using,
our own words for brevity’s sake.)
Erkomai is the word used in 1 Jno.
iv. 2-3, in which "it speaks of a
coming of Christ ¢n the flesh, there-
forethe coming inthe fleshspoken of,
is in the future, at his second advent;
and all who deny this are by the
same authority called Anti-Christ
—those who are in harmony with
tho Warca Towxsr particularly in-
cluded,

Well, we can pardon his allusion
to the Warcr Tower, and even ex:
cuse his mistake, but we cannot pass
it by unnoticed; and now let us
give briefly the factsin the case—
First then: In the texts he has
quoted the words in dispute are not
confined to the future, but are in
various tenses. Secondly: The word
erkomar (on which he hangs the
whole argument.) does not occurin any
of them. :

We will now quote the texts, and
give the original words as they
really appear:

“ Every spirit that confesseth that
Jesus Christ 1s come [elecluthota] in
the flesh is of God, and every spirit
that confesseth not Jesus Christ is
not of God.” 1 Johniv.2,3. The
word does not occur in third verse
*This same Jesus, who is taken uy
from you into heaven,shall so come
[eleusetai] in like manner,” &e. Acis
i, 11, *When the Son of Man shall
come [elthee] in his glory,” &e. Matt.
xxv. 31.
erketai I” [Word omitted in best
authoritics.]” Matt, xxv. 6. ¢ De-
hold, he cometh ferketai] with clonds.”
Rev. 'i. 7. “There shall come, [eleu-
santai] in thelast days, scoffers.” 2
Pet. iil. 3. “Behold, the Lord com-
eth.” [Eelthe—came; prophetic; like
Isa.ix. 6.] Jude xiv. ‘““Which is.
and which was,and which is o come.”
[Brkomenas.] Rev. i, 14.

A portion of an article from the
Warcu Tower on the latter part of
Matt. xxiv., was rather sharply crit-
icised in our cotemporary’s article,
in which he also claimed to find
erkomati again where it does not oc-
cur. The- scripture reads thus:
“ Who, then, is a faithful and wise
servant,, whom his lord hath made
ruler over his household, to give
them meat in due season? Blessed
is that servant whom his lord, when
he comelh, shall find so doing.”
Brother Russell claimed, in Warcn
Tower, that the time spoken of was
not at the instant of Christ’s arrival,
as generully believed, but after the
has come. The Greck word here is
Elthon, and it- undoubtedly has
this meaning,” It signifies an arrival
accomplished ; « period afler he
coming, and during the presence of
the Lord. It is n participle form of
the word, and should be rendered
* having eome.”  We might quote a
multitude of texts in which it oc-
curs, but must be satistfied with a
few.. That we may not be charged
with picking up scattered and stray
texts, we will take a few in succes-
sion as we found them at the begin-
ning of the book. “The star which
they saw in the east, went before
them, till, having come (elthon), it
stood over where the young chilu
was.” Madtt. §i. 9. Notice, the star
had been going before ‘them, but at

the period covered Ly elthon, it had

“Behold, the Bridegroom-

ceased to go. Its arrival was ac-
complished : it stood.:

“And when Jesus was come (elthon)
into Peter’s liouse, ho saw his wife's
mother laid, and sick of a fever.”
viii. 14. .

Tell us, wus not Jesus ruxseNT? |
We do not know how long he was
in the house till he saw the sick |
one, but we know that e had ar-’
rived, whether she knew it ornot.'
His coming had been accomplished. .
He was present, ' ‘

.“*And when Jesus came into the
ruler’s house, and saw the min-
strols,” &e. ix. 28, Wo might rend, .
“And Jesus, having come into.-the
ruler’s house,” &c. He had arrived.
*“And when he was come (elthon) into -
his own country, he taught them in
their synagogues,” &ec. xiii. 64.!
Surely he was presént in this case.
“Then he (the evil spirit) saith, *“ I
will return into my house from
whence I came out; and when he is.
come (elthon), he findeth it empty,
swept and garnished.”  xii. 44.- He
had returned, and made search, and
found this condition of things.
* Blessed are those servants, whom,
the Lord having come, shall - find
walching. Verily,I say unto you,
that he shall gird himself, and make.
them sit down to meat, and will
come forth and serve them.” --Luke
xii. 37. '

Have we been astonished at the
wonderful feast of love and truth
that has been placed before us; with-
out any effort on our part? Marvel
not; the Master has come, and has
made us sit down, and with hisown:
hlessed hands is serving us a boun-
tiful supply. * Behold, I stand at
the. door, and knock. If any man
hear my voice, and- open the door, I
will come in to him, and will sup with
him, and he with me.” Rev. iii, 20.
Some have supposed that this text
had an application all the way down .
the gospel age. It cannotbe so. It
was given only to those living in the
l.uodicean period of the church.
The spirit so directed. We know
that we "have been feasting with:
him. Could we.do so until he had
como in to us? Nay, more: Could:
we have heard the knock until he
first had arrived, and stood, waiting
and knocking for admittance ?

And now, dear brethren and sis-
ters, let us look very carefully at
Matt. xxiv. 44-51 in the light that.
has Dbeen given us, viz.: that -our
Lord has come.”

“Therefore, be .ye (ye brethern)
also ready ; for in such an hour as
ye think not the Son of Man comes.”
This was fulfilled. It was months
after Christ came (in Fall of 74)"
before the company realized it.”,
Who, then, is o faithful and wise
servant, whom his lord hath made!
ruler over his household, to give
meat in' due season? DBlessed is
that servant, whom his lord, vavixe
coMr (elthon), shall find so doing.
Was there such a gervant? Of
course, we do not understand that it:
means one individual, but evideutly
a small company, best symbolized
by a single servant. There was
such n one, giving ment in dne sea-
son, and receiving the blessing, for
at least o period of yenrs. o

“But and if that evil servant shall
say in his heart, My lord delayeth -
his coming; and shall begin to-
smite bis fellow servants,” &c, Who"
is this? He is called that servant,
1. €., one previously spoken of; one,
then, who had been giving the
household meat when the Lord
came. - What was that due meat?
Surely, the time arguments proving
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the presence of the Master. What
ithen? Some part, large or small,
|of that little compuny must change
'their minds, and, taking back what
they have_ suid, declare, ** My Lord
idelays’ his coming.” Muark, there
'can be no deluy until the time of ar-
-rival has pussed. This. one, there-
.fore, must have known and taught
ithe {rue time of the coming. Aguain,
ito fill the picture, he must begin to
smite the remainder of the com-
‘pany; and ax he is in oppusition,
;and proclaiming a delay, it is evi-
ident that they must be teaching

Ithat there is no delay, but thut the.

'truth’of the past remuins true.

| ~Brothers, sisters, now else could
;this scripture be fulfilled? When,
tbut at this time, could iv take pluce?
‘Truly, the King has come in to the
‘guest chumber, and is - scanning
ithose;who have been privileged to
ienter. Can we bear- thut searching
‘eye, looking clear through and
‘through? Lord, help us tu examine
joursielves in the light of present
‘truth. W. I M.

A LETTER °
) TI‘O THE WATCH TOWER.

i

. MY DEAR BroTHER RusseLL: How
true it is thut our Heuvenly FathLer
can bring goud out of evil,and cause
the wrath of man to praise hiw,
At the very time we are cautivned
40 * watch” and * bewure,” und thut
#the love of many shull wax col.,”
on  account of iniquity abuunding,
He hus unrranged u mass of coucur-
ring evenis well culculuted to in-
crease vur fuith, I am reminded of
this every day. I find w.n fulfill.
ing prophecy; suying “and duing
‘many things, freely aud volunturily,
which they have not the remotest
itten.had any cobnection with God
.or, heaven, aud yet which is of such
‘8, nature, or has such a relation to
things.which are of interest to the
chiluof God whois watchingclusely
every indication. of the preseuce ol
his Lord, as to impress him forcibly
iwith the thought thut He s even-ut
the door. \WWhile stoppiug in a cer-
taiu city, not long since, a litle inci-
dent occurred which had something
to do with this train of thought.

-1 was in conversution with o gen-
tleman (hot a professor of religion,
I'suppose). We were in his place
of business, and looking out of the
,window' befuore me, I saw the tall,
symmetrical spire of an adjvining
fashionable church, which was sur-
mounted by a weather-vane in the
form.of a cock. At first sight and
thought it seemed to me to be a vain
thingto be upon a Christian church,
and’ your correspondent expressed
his“surprise at.its being in such'a
place; for althouga it is a reminder
‘of Peter’s weukness and denial of
‘his- Lord, and iuferentially of our

© |wenkness, yet it is 8o often used as

the emblem of boastful power that
it gsemed quite out. of place there,
and, it seems that the gentleman re-
ferred .to was impressed the sume
‘way, fot he said, looking archly at
it 0,’it is in harmony with the
Iprinciples of the churches in these
'days,”’ giving a peculiar accent to
ithe words “these days.”

! “Soon' after, looking out at the
'building from another point, I ob
jserved ;. Those must be fine wia-
idows, judging frowm the appearance
loutdide.” O, yes,” suid he; “it is
‘afine'church inside, but that cannot
'besaid of those who belong to it.”
'And then, striking an attitude, and
i pointing . with" scorn toward the
place,-be said, “ Why, six; if you

could take all the Christiamity there
is in there and boil it down, you
would -not get u piece as large as a
pin's bead.”

Of course, I had nothing -to say,
but went off into reverie, and said to
myeelf (the outgrowth of thoughits
presented in the WarcH Tower).
That church isstruck with lightning,
aund dou’t know it, but wili some
day wake up to the fact when it is
tou lute to rebuild it. “As the light-
ning.cometh out of the Xast, and
shineth even uuto the West,soshall
also the coming [parousia—presence]
of the.Son of Mun be)” 'The light.
ning has swept away * the refuge of
lies,” and the world sees the dead
men’s bones and all uncleannese.”
Tue lightning not only reveals
things which were hidden, but it
has a pleasing or displeasing effect
uccording as the things revealed are
pleasing or- displeasing to the be-
holder. To cluldren who, in the
stormy night, watch for the absent
futher. the lightning, to their joy,
reveals him near at hand; but to
the burglar, thut same flash reveals
approaching justice and doom ; but
in eith r cnge the bebolders get true
views of their surroundings. They
see the highest objects first and best.
The churches ure the highest objects,
aud men now see what they areand
what they should be; although they
o nat yet see down into the valleys
of social and civil conditions so as
to adjust things, but as the storm in-
crenses, they will be able to see, and
* will lenrn righiteousness,” and ac-
knowledge “that the Most High
ruleth in the kingdom of men.”

Let us Jift up our heads * knowing
that our redemption draweth nigh.”
" Cheerlu n, cheer up; the day breakso'er

thee, .

Bright in the promired shining way !
Light from heaven isstreaming tor thee,
Proving thee near the perfect day.”

Rejoicing in the light now shining
from our l.ords presence ard hoping
for the soon coming change to the
likeness of his glorious body, of all
who have made o covenant with him
Ly sacrifice, I am your brother in
Christ. - J. C. SuNDERLIN.

Questions of Correspondents,

Q. Bro. R, please give me your
view of 1 Pet. 1ii. 19., which says
that Jesus Christ was “‘quickenea by
the Spirit by which also he went
and preached unto the Spirits in pri-
son, which sometime were disobe-
dient wnen once the long suffering
of God waited in the days of Noah
while the ark was a preparing.”

A. We understand this to teach
that the Spirit which raised Jesus
from death was the same which
whiletneark waspreparing preached
through Noah ('a preacher of
righteousness ) to the antideluvian
sinners, now ‘in the great prison
house of death.

Q. Bro. R.,, you have shown, I
think clearly and scripturally that
the body of Christ, as well as the
head give their lives as sacrifices for
sins, and that as his was the ransom
price of ‘‘the household of faith,”
the body’s life given during the Gos-
pel Ageis accepted as “filling up,” or
completing the work of the head
“ for the people’—the world, I see
too that it seems to be the clear ful
fillment of the goat sacrifice of Lev.
xvi., but thers is one text which
troubles me, i. e. Col.i. 24, where
lMaul says: “I now rejnice in my
suffeiings for you and fill up that
which is behind of the afflictions of

1Christ in my flesh for his body’s sake

which s the church.” My difficulty
is that the sucrifice is for the church
while the type (Lev. xvi.) teaches
that the sacrifice fur the church was
completed in the death of Jesus as
typified by the buliock’s dying for
kriests and Levites, and that Paul’s
sacrifice and that of every other
member of the. body of - Christ i “ for
the sing of the people™ (the world),
und is represented Ly the goat,

Can you sugget how we may
harmonize there seriptures?

A. God accepts the uffering of|-
the High-priest, head and body—the

second Adam and his Bride 48, the

ransom price of the world’s life, as

the offret of the disobedience of the.
first Adam and his wife. -

Adam und Eve were one in the;
transgression ; Jesus .Christ and his!
bride are .one in the redemption.
of the world. Now consider that
God has covenanted to aceept our
sacrifice of earth-life and nature; and
has promised us the higher—the
Divine—and we. Jesus and His body
have accepted.the conditions und
covenanted to die. Next the ques-
tion. arises—How shall we die?
Shall we go to the altar and knife as
did tne bullock and goat in the type?
No, we haye ouly to remember that
the goat was to suffer and die as did
the bullock which means that we
have Christ Jesus ag a pattern of how
we are to give our lives.

He spent His life according to the
Fatlier’s will in “doing good unto
all men ‘as he had opportunity,
especiully to the househ(-m of faith.”
And this is just what the Apostle
enjoins us tv do also. - There are
hundreds of ways of spenaing our
ife-power according to the tulents
we possess ; inthe household,in the
workshop, in temperance reform,
und in any other way we can bless
and benefit humanity and exercise
the Divine attribute love. But while
it is good to do for any one, vet,
Paul esteemed it & special privilege
to spend and bespent ** for the church
which is His (Christ’s) body.” Jesus’
titne was spent largely ininstructing

the disciples, and we should esteem 'j ing until the early. part of November..

it a special honor to be pern itted to
do much and suffer much for each
other, as long as we have life or
strength to spend.

Suppose I bought an article of you
for $100, and came to you present-
ing the money and you said: Here
is the article and the money too. - I
want you to spend this money, which
is mine. Use it for the benefit of
those you find needing it, especially
any of my relatives. You will be
acting a8 my agent and may use so
much of it on yourself as you {ind
necessary to the accomplishment of
my work (only). This would illus-
trate how we give oureelves, and how
our Father accepts us (the body of
Christ) as part, with our Head, of
the world’s “sin-offering” and also
permits us to be his agents in doing
good. Thus we in spending’ our
lives and all that God has given us,
are merely his stewards and were
given all powers and blessings, not
for ourselves, nor to keep, but to use
for Him. Letussodo. o

Q. Please explain 1 Pet. iv, 16.
“For this cause was the. gospel
preached also to the n thatare dead,’
thal they might be judged according
to men, in the flesh. but live accord-
ing to God, in the Spirit.” e

A,
of one begotten of the Spirit—the
body ntill Auman, the spirit of the
mind Divine. Peter is exnorting to
separateness from the world, not
only our minds but also of our bodies

This shows the double natﬁlze '

as ruled over by'our minds.

The gospel (good news of our re-
demption and the promise of glory,)
was given us,that our lives shuuld be
influenced by it'and that we'should
be separated from the world as “new
creatures” thus living according’ o
God in the Spirit and regarded by
Him as “new [spiritual] creatures,
while men who see mno physical
change in us, regard ua atill “as men
in the flesh,” ar.d think it sirange if
we do not act as natural men. :
“The natural man receivelth not
the things of the Spirit.” He un-
derstands not the begetting to'a new
nature, new bhopes and aspirations, -
and thivks a self-sacrificed ‘life un-
natural; and so it is unnatursl.
Therefore we must have the new na-
ture implanted before we can cru-
cify the old. - o o

.SEND A POSTAL CARD.

We desire to rend the Warch -
Tower to all who are interested in
it sufficiently to read it carefully,
but have none 1o waste. We will
not indulge in the begging, urging
snd dunning process.so common to
religiour journale. - You know that
the second volume commenced July,
1880, and if interesled in 'and. dJe-
#irous of ils cootinuance, you should
in some way signify your. wish.
You know that the paper is FREE to
all-who want to read itand conrider
themee¢lves, unable to..pay.for it
You know, too, that we expect .at
least a pestal -card from each rub-
scriber esch year. | If, therefore, you
desire & continuance ; of .the WA1cH
Towgr’s visits- this year, and have
not so .informed, us, do .80 at once,
or be neither surprised nor offended.
if you do not receive the November
isBue. . .

NOT UNTIL NOVEMBER.

Inanswer to a number of requests,
we had purposed..vigiting several
places in New York: state, where
little bands of subecribers reside,
among others, Brockport, Honeoye,
Dansville, ete., but will defer go do-

We have had numerous. and ur-
gent cnlls for Warton Towkr Tracts
on various topics, and pur}j.ose:{D.
V.) iscuing several as soon as.posgi-
ble. They will be cheap- tracts . for
gratuitous distribution--and will be.
furniched at a.very low price to
those agreeing to distribute them,or
free to those o desiring them. . We
will use a portion .of October in this
way instead of traveling. 2

EXTRACT FROM LETTER. _

DEeAr Bro. RussiuL :—1 was very.
much - pleased ‘with "article in last
number on “Baptism,” It is in har-
mony with my thouglits on the sub-
jeet. " I hiave thought lor two yeurs
or more, that those who thoupht, onily
of water buptism, when thinking of
being baptized into Christ, weretak-
ing the shadow and leaving out the
substance; just n&"they. do, who atk'
to be provided with daily bredd, and
mesan, mainly, natural’bread.

The real buptism’is of wvital impor-
tance; and it seems to me that when’
one has reached that point, he will
give expression to'it, by w’aier'b’up-,
tirm in a proper ‘wiy, just as ‘surely’
18 it is true that out'of the ‘,‘\‘ubuntﬁ‘
ance of the heart the mouth speaketh,’
By some of the friends, our ideas
of being dend ‘with Christ, aie ‘con-,
sidered a little extrime, and sv'they,

‘may think in regard 1o these on bap-’

tiem, but the former lead 'to the latler..

Your brother, B. W. KkITh,



L 7ION'S WATCH TOWER.

THB SOAPHGOAT.

s

: _.“It‘,seems.clear‘ to.us that.the man-

i|mer of .the disposition of the Jewish

_'If the goat that was slain repre-ilchurch was-intended, in its import-

sented the saints, the “litle flock,”,
did'not’ the scape-goat represent
‘f"t.h'e,'grea.r, multitude ” that come:
out of great tribulution and wash
"their robes? After much thought,
we had about come to this conclu-
“sion, but, on presenting it to others,
difficulties became apparent,and we
now suggest that the scape-gout rep-
resents that portion of the world, or
“children of the devil,” which are.
professedly Christian, and on account’
of whom tue multitude of Chris-
tians are in the bondage of con-
‘formity to the world. It scemns that
the “little floclk ” represent the;
whole church,and will gather the;
¢ great multitude ”’ around .them as!
the lodestone will gather the par;!
ticles of steel mingled ‘in the dust.’
These particles ‘of steel are treated|
as dust only till they are separated.d
- Sovour thoughtis that the multitude
of Christians, mingled ‘with and in
bondage to the worldly element, are
counted as'the scapegoat only till
they are 'separated ; then they are
exalted to their proper relationship
to the saints, - * Without holiness,
no man'shall see the Lord.”

We think we see several scrip-
tural facts that will serve to illus-
trate our view of the case.

‘First: The meaniug of the word
scapﬁoat seems to indicate the idea.
The Hebrew word, Azazel, rendered
scapegoat, is ‘said to mean devil.
This fact’ has led some to believe
that the devil himself is to be the
antitypical scapegoat; and doesnot |
the definition tavor the idea ?—One
goat to represent the ‘Lord, and the|
other the:devil. Our idea js, that
one goat represents the ‘Lord’s chil-
dren, or wheat, and the other the
children.of.the devil, or tares, a8 in
the parable of wheat and tares of
Matt. xifiy - s
*Second-:'It -seems illustrated by
the case:'of Israel in bondage in
Egypt. Let:Aaron be as thesaint,
the mass of Israel the * great'mul-
titude,” and Igypt, who held them’
in bondage, as the scapegoat. Israel
suffered with Egypt until they were
separated, and the object of all the
plagues was the complete deliver-
ance of the * great multitude.” But,
as has been shown in another ar-
ticle, all Israel were exempt from
the “'seven last plagues,” and-there-
fore the great -burden of wrath fell
on the Egyptians,

Take the case of the Jewish na-
tion, as Christ found them, on this
point. There we see a compuny ot
firat ripe -ones, those who accepted
of Christ before their house was left
desolate. All" who nccepted Him
afterward, and before the wratk
came on .them to the uttermost,
were wheat, though later ripe, but
the chaff was burned with fire un-

. quenchable. It was on that genera-
tion that Christ said ull therighteous
blood should come. Matt, xxiii.
34-36. Does not this put them in
the attitude of the scupegont, receiv-
ing the sins at the hands of the
priest? It was (as in Egypt) in
their extreme calamity, that the
Christians escaped from that gener-
ation by fleeing to the mountains,
when they saw Jerusalem encom-

- passed with armies. [Luke xxi, 21.
In this, we see the first fruit, the later
fruit, and the scapegoat ; and thisis
no less clear to our mind because
the later fruits were the greater num-
ber, and because, until they were sepa-
rated, they were included under the
curse on that generation.

ant features, 48 a pattern of the man-
ner of ,the dispositien of the gospel
church,~rthat this is the great event
to which severul ty pes, parables and
prophecies. point.. As in the pat-
tern, there is the first ripe, the later
ripe—both wheal—and the tares:
the “Jittle flock ” not defiled with
corrupt churches ; the ' great multi-
tude,” who are defiled by contact
with Babylon, but who come out of
Babylon, and thus wash their robes
from .the world spots; and, third,
the Babylon element that does not

como. out, bul Jdrink tho wine of

wrath without mixture, and go
down;as a millstoneinto the sea. It
is Bgypt, the. chafl. of the Jewish
nation,,the tares of the gospel
ohurch, or Babylon, .that, each in
their iturn, receive the -uttermost
wrath, or wrath without mixture, as
represented by the “seven last
plagues; for in them is filled . up
the wrath of God.” Rev. xv. i.

.- /Lhis uttermost wrath - did not
come on Israel in Kgypt, nor upon
the later ripe wheat of .the Jewish
house.. Neither did it come on the
later ripe wheat of the gospel church;
1. e., the great. multitude who come
out of Babylon in obedience to the
call, and thus wash their robes.
Does not the scapegoat -represent
those  who receive. the uttermost
wrath, and thus bearthe sin? They
did leave the world by profession,
and were a part of the nominal
chureh, or kingdom of heaven, but
were tares, or children of the devil,
all.thetime. They weresown among
the -'wheat, but they: never were
wheat., They never had - been even
counted holy in God’s sight, ag are
all the. wheat, whether first ripe or

later ripe.. . They had mnover defiled

their garments, for they had.no gar-
ments given them. - Nothing can be
defiled that was never clean.

The. defiled ones. are like Esau,
who lose their. crown, their birth-
right. Heb. xii. 14-17- Once lost,

it can never be regained. But Esau

was not cast out of the family, He
took the place of the younger brother

a8 o servant; and so those who de-
file their garments with Babylon,
loge their crown, but, by washing

their robes, become servants in the
heavenly. temple. Rev. vii. 14-15.
They come out of ‘great tribulation,

ag did Israel from Igypt, but they

are exempt like them from the “sev-
en last plagues.”, Jacob and Ksau,
are used by Paul to represent the
first-born and later bornin the same
family, and he makes the defiled
one take the place of the later born.
But it is’ evident that the tares do
not belong to either of these classes.

Whoever will read the sixteenth
chapter of Revelation will see that
the seven last plagues do not come
on those that repent, come out from
Babylon, and wash their robes, but
upon Babylon itself, or those who
have the mark of the Dbeast, and do
not repent of thetr evil deeds and give
God glory. Verses 9-11. They
have no part either as kings and
priests or as servants with this gos-
pel crop. The chureh, order and
paraphernalia which they delighted
to sustain, because it gave them
power to enslave and control the
mass of Christians, will go down to
rise no more, and thev will be lost
in the great sea of mankind.

The parallelism between the end-
ing of the Jewish and Gospel ages,
and also the iden that the rejected
portion of each house ig the scape-

goat; are sustained 4n our mind by
comparing the words of Jesus in
reference to. the Dblood of the riglt-
evns: ‘“All these things shall come
upon:this generation ” (Matt. xxiii.
356-56,) and the.statement of Jobhn
in reference to Babylon: “And in
her was found the blood of prophets
and of saintg, and of all [that fear
God's name] that were slain upon
the enrth.”  Rev. xviii. 24,

It seems clear that the downfall
of Babylon is necessary to the deliv-
erance of God’s people, the line be-
tween the chureh and the world,
and between truth and error must
be drawn, hence Babylon in her full,
nol only bears, but bears away the
sins of God’s people.

We would call attention to the
judgmentscene of Matt. xxv, as hav-
ing in it the illustration of much
that we have said: ‘T'he scene is

laid after-the saints have ascended|

to the [Father with Christ who came
forth to meet themin the holy place.
They are now one in power and
glory as were Moses and Aaron,and
go forth to execute judgmeént. The
nations are. gathered before Christ
and those whom' Xe calls “ These
my brethern.” Vorses 40-45. That
the nations hére mean the Christian
nations, is evideni, because no others
have been brought in contact with
Christ-in the persons of His saints.
Here are included the “great multi-
tude” of Christianscalled the“sheep”
and the Babylon element, or tares—
the children of the Devil—called
“goats,”
until they are separated, but as the
object of Moses and Aaron when
they went forth to execute judpment
was to separate and deliver lsrael,
and to bring Egypt down; so here
we cee first the separation and the
“Come ye blessed ” to the sheep,
followed by “Depart ye cursed’’ to
the goats. ,

As we have seen it was after the
first three plagues that the Lord said:
“And I will sever in that day the
land of Goshen in which my people
dwell * * And I will put a division
between my people and thy people,”
&c. Tx. viil. 22-23. Then follows
on- Kgypt the seven last plagues.
This looks like the separation of the
sheep [from the goals, followed by
the ‘‘fire” on the goats,

Practically, we believe this scpara-
tion will be fnlfilled by the great
body of Christinng, whoareleft in the
world when the saints or little flock
aretakenaway tomeet Christ,cutting
them loose from their conformity
to the maxims and costoms of a
worldly church, washing their robes
and making them white and thus
raising the standard of a pure Chris-
tianity to the world. The entrance
into the temple in heaven cannot be
immediately eflected, as Israel was
not delivered vut of gy pt, until the
fulfllment of the seven last plagues.
Rev. xv. 8. o . ,

It would seemn that this washed or sop-
arated state, while men arc yet mortal
may possibly be losl. This is the state of
those on “as it were a sen of glass.” This’
danger of losing it is {mplied in the state-
ment made after stz of the seven last
plagnes are poured out: “Behold Tenme

us a thiel, Dlessed Is he that watcheth,

and keepeth is garment,lest he walk nuked
and they see his shame.” Rev. xvi. 15,
The coming as a thief extends over the
whole period from Iis coming to meet
Hig saints until these judgments on
Babylon are completeé; and it is clear
that no man is absolutely above danger
of fulling until he is immortal,

We are impressed with the thought

They are all as the samé

L through at least o part of the worl

that a certain class who had been for-
given have that pardon revoked, and so |
share the fateof the world. The idea of
pardon being revoked seems strange to
many Christians, as it once did to us, but
such an idea is elearly taught by the
Saviourin theparable of the two debtors. |
Matt. xviii. 23-35. One owed his Lord :
“ tent thousand talents,” and “the Lord |
of that seryant was moved with compas- '
sion, and looscd him, and forgave him the |
debt.” This was because he was willing
to pay and could not. 7The other debtor '
owed this forgiven one an bhundred
pence, and ho took him by the throut i
(just ns some professed followers of
Christ apply tho law to their fellow dis- ¢
ciplos) and in the faco of Lis inability.lo
pay, and his plea for mercy, he cast him .
inte prison. And when his Lord heard
it, he was angry and delivered him .to
the tormentors “until he should.pay all
that was due him.” T
Ilcre is o ¢nse of prrdon revoked;and -
after giving this illustration the Saviour .
suyr, “So likewise shall my Heavenly .
Futher do also unto yon if ye from your
hearts forgive not every one his brother
their trespasses.” Our sins are forgiven -
at conversion, but are not “blotted out”
until the sanctuary is cleansed and the
hands of the- priest are laid upon the
head of thie scapepoat, or until.‘ithe
times of refreshing shall come from, the
presence of the Lord.” Acts iii. 19) And
tho way to retniu forgiveness is b{ for<
giving others their trespasses, - If ‘we
wonld bo on the side of 'the Lord’s goat
instead of the Devil's we must follow-the,
Lord’s methods of dealing with others,
“If any may will come after me, let him
deny himself and take up his cross and’
Jollowme’  Mutt. xvi. 24, CAURO P

'SOME NEW THOUG;HTSI{ .

In the article above, Brother P. sug-
gests some food for thought regarding
the type of the sin-offering, scape-goat,
atc. We fully agree with the genera] |
view expressed relative to tares, Baby-
len, ete,, not- representing the church'in
any sense, neither the “little flock” nor
great company. ;- e

_But v must yet hold to our views, as,
heretufore expressed, that the scape-
gont represents the ‘‘great company,”
not Babylon, tares, etc., for several rea-
sons, First: The scape-goat was brought
to the door of the ‘Uabernacle, and had.
beon accepled of God. Surely this isnot.
the case with' hypocrites in the church,,
If they present themselves, they may
deceive men, but not God. Again: God-
intimates that as far as He is concerned,
1Te has no choice (shown by casting lots):
as to which shall be the sacrifice or sin-
offering. This would not be true of a .
hypocrite. God would not accept of a .
tares sacrifice for sing; the offering must
ba pure, free from sin. Jesus was such
in fact. We areso, becunee justified by
Him, and we think that both goats
standingthusbefore God must represent,
not tares, but justified ones—Christians.
This class of true (though not faithful)
Christians stand side by side with the
faithful ones who do follow their Lord’s :
example, und crucify the will of the :
flesh. These are overcome by the world, -
and though they would love the appro-

‘val of their Lord, cannot bear the frown .
‘of men. Like the unfruitful branches,

they do not bear the fruit of the vine,
but merely leaves, and are, therefore, :
“eastaways” frow the high calling and !
honors of the overcomers.. These are -
not accounted worthy to escape thoee’;
things coming upon the world,und&:e :

'8 4

trouble, the object being the “ delivering |
over to Satan, for the destruction of the ;

Jlesh, that the spiritinay be saved on the'|

day of the Lord Jesus.” This is made :
necessary by their having failed to cru- !
ify the fleshly nature aceording Lo tholr |
covenant. And as we havealready seen, |
it is necessary for all to lose the fleshl
nature and form, either by * destruction?
or ““sacrifice’ in order to the obtaining
of the Divine form and npature. “I be- |
seech %ou, brethren, by the rmercies of '
God, that ye present your bodies a liv- .
ing sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God—
your reasonable service,” ‘
The subject is large and will bear :
much examination, which we hope all -

will give it.
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