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. DIALOGUE. ' i
uestxoner —It ig some time smce

’m‘u '

\"we ‘have had a talk together Brother

W.;and I have, called now to make
a few,‘hp_,qumes ‘I want you to give
me in' a’ few words, your reasons for

. belioving that J.sus is now present.

Watchman.—I am glad to talk
with you upon so interesting a sub-
ject, aud shall try to answer your
queries. ’ “You are aware, I presume,
that I 'and all the writers for the
Watca Tower believe that. Jesus
has come the second time. and is now
present in the world, and for this rea-.
son our 'paper is "also called the
“Herald of Christ's Presence.” If 1
understand your questxon, you want
me £ refresh your memory briefly |;
on the reasons’ for so believing.

Q—Exactly. Of course all chris-
tians believe that Jesus has been
spiritually present with his church
during all the Gospel Age, as Hesaid:
“Lo, I am" with "you always even
unt.o the 'end of .the world.” [age].
In what sense is he now present, as
He has not’ always been, and what
are the proofs?

W.—Let us for a moment then
drop the idea of timeand of Hisnow
being present, and sec how He will
be n Ilis dm/, whether that day be
now or'a thousand years Thence,

Tirst, come back “2,000 years to the| -

time when Jesus “being in the form

of God, thought it not robbery to be

cqual with God™ (when he was in
glory.) SeeHim lay aside the glory
which he had with the Father before
the “world was, and heing rich for
our sakes become poor. See Him
take upon 'Him the form nf « servant
for the sufféring of death.” - Notice

| we claim that He is uot now a man

f, gave himself a ransom for all.”.

| form of God and the form of serva,nts,
| They are totally different and IIe
| must leave the one to take the othet..

Secondly, notice why He took th(,
form of .a servant. . We read—for the
suffering of death. God is a spirit,
has a spiritual body, and could not}
die under any circumstances, for a
|spiritual body isan immortal, [undy-’
ing] body (1 Cor. XV.) Man being;
a.sinner, condemned to death and
unable to release himself, Jesus be-
came his ransom, giving His bhfe a
ramsom for ours.

- | from death or justified to life “by

-| the precious blood [death] of Christ.! ?’
| We see then that Jesus, laid amdf
| the form of God and took the. form of |
- |'man, so that He might pay, our pcn-

alty for ‘us—dic for us. .

Thirdly, notice that when he had
dled “even the death of the cross;,
the purpose or pbject in; taking our,
form was accomplished, and .therg

i [is no reagor why Heshould have th

Sfomngfs a‘st)mmzthm,ee Ho-disd A

| glorified, that He has not been a
man since “the man Christ Jesus
1
claim that these two natures—dz-
vine and human—are separate and
distinct, that ag He left the divine to |
take the human, 5o also He left the
human, when He resumed the di.
vine.

Jesus was put to death in the flesh
but quickened [made alive] by the
spirit. Let us look atthis expres-
sion, “made alive by the spirit.” To
what kind of life? Was it the life

of the flesh that was quickened?|y’

No, it was spiritual life. Listen;
Jesus tells Nicodemus “That which
is born of the flesh is flesh, (Jesus as
a man was born of a woman and- was
flesh, thus taking human nature,)
and that which is born of the spirit
is spirit. Jesus at His resurrection

|was “born of the spirit,” therefore

was not flesh but spirit. He is called
“the first-born from the dead.” and
was “quickened by the spirit.”

So it will be with us; we shall be
satisfied when we awake in His like-
ness, Not in the likeness of men
which He took for a purpose. We
have that likeness now, but when
“we see Him as Heis we shall be
like Him” and be satisfied—Dbe like
unto Christ’s glorious body.

“Nor doth it yet appear,
How great we shall be'made, .
But when we see Him as He is,
We shall be like our Head.”

- Q.—I see then that you under-
gtand the text, “Put to death in the
flesh, quxckened by: the spirit” as
being of the same import as the .one
which speaking of the death and
resurrection of the Saints, says: “It
is sown a natural body, it is raised a
spirdtual body,” and “as we now bear

now the difference bétween bodily

Lol
DR

the image of tho earthly, we shall

We were redeemed,|”

then bear the image of the heavenly”’
W.—Yes, very true, but let us not
,Jose our subject., It is Jesus and
(His new condition’ after " His resur-
rection,not what weshall be,although
the inferencial reasoning that our
Yile and earthly bodies must under-
0 8o great 2. change, .to be like His
‘heavenly, or glorious body ‘beforo we
can see Him as he ds, is the very beSt
kind of proof that He.1s not and‘has
’not been, since His resurrectlon, lzke
-us, that is, in the form of a scrvwnt
It Jesus after his'resurrection was
& glorious spiritual” body, how ‘Wag
‘it “that the disciples never ‘saw -his|
glorious body? Why did he appear
to them as .he had done before his
douth ? :
W.—If Jesus had appea.red to
them and shown  his glory, they
would probably, -have., been; 80|
‘alarmed as to be.unable to receive

agmstructlons, besides, if, they;had

one forth saying the Lord aroseand |,
ppenred-to-ud 1n~glory~,-they'~gvmld
have. been..accused .of telling ghost
stories. Remember: that the object
of Jesus appearing to them was:to
convince them that.!He who', was
dead is alive forevermore ;? that: they
might go forth as “witnesses.” .. Being
a spiritual body it .was, s:?ap]y a
question of expedlency—wh h way
could he best appear.to:,them, i. e,
in which way would . his? ob_)ect :in
appearing ' be,best accomplished ?

He could appear as a “flame of: fire,’|
as the angel of the Lord- (also'’a
gpiritual body) “had! appeared:ito
Moses “in the burning bush,” Thus |t
esus might have appeared:to, and
-talked with the disciples, orhe mlght
have appeared in glory as the an
did to Daniel, or as he afterward:
to John and to Saul of Tarsus.

If he had so appeared, they would
doubtless also huve had “great ' fear
and quaking” and would have fallen
to the ground before  Him and’ “be-
come as dead men;"” or he could do,
as angels had done and as ‘he had
done w1thAbraha.m(Gen xviii.)when
he appeared as a man.’ This last he
saw to be the best way and he ‘did
appear as a man. Butnotice he did
not appear to them ashe had done
before His death. First'he appeared
to Mary asthe gardnerand she“saw
Jesus standing and Knew not that it

| \

‘| was Jesus.” “After that he appeared

in another form unto two of them” as
they went to Emmaus (Luke xxiv:
18). They knew not that it was
Jesus, until he revealed Himsgelf in
breaking of bread. Then he vamshcd
from their sight: ‘

Again, some had given up all hope
of being any longer  fishers- of men
and had gone, again to ‘their 'nets.
They had: ‘toiled all ' night’ and
.caught’ nothing. 'In" the morning
Jesus ig on the shore within speaking
distance but they “knew  not:that'it

was Je esus. » Tt was another Jorm. H e
works 2 miracle giving them a boat
full of fish in a moment; -John, the
lovmg disciple, remembex;s the feed-
ing "of the 3,000. . and 35,000, the
strange days in -which - they were
living, and that Jesus had appeared
to them already.. He seems at once
to discern: who gave the draught of
fishes ; and said:.,;¢It is the Lord.”
Herecognized him not by thenatural
eyebut bythe eye of faith, and when
they were come, to; shore “none.of
them dare ask” him, who art. ‘thou,
knowing (feeling sure from the mir-
acle for they. saw. not theprirt of the
nails.) that it wag.the Lord,” (John
'xxi). - Thus, did, Jesus appear -to
his. dlBCl les at different times, to
make of, tFem witnesses of His resur-
rection, seemmgly‘ he, was present
but unseen during most ofthosge forty
da.ys appearingin all, perhaps, not
more than seven ‘times. (John xx: 26 -
xxi:14.) N, BRI 1,. Ay Vo :
»wQ’*{Whijwuob\aldwhemubo‘
for Hls.a"f)pearmg in so many- differ-
entform&?f' cel ey
——I‘presume it was. to''guard
against.theiridea that he was a fleshy
body, by 'appearing:in varjous-forms
and in miraculous ways, coming into
their:- midst, the -doors ‘being - shut,
and vanishing from their sight. He
not only showed that Hehad under-
gone a change since death, but He
illustrated :his own teaching to Nico-
demus,. that every one born of the
spirit (that born - of. the spirit is
f)mt) {-can»-go .‘and - come like
he - wind.i ““Phou- canst not tell
whence, it; cometh ‘and: whither it
goeth,go.is everyone that is born of
the' spirit,”:: So did' Jesus go and
come. But. some doubted "—sgome

tetoer it

i f wanted: to thrust their hand into his

side and put’ their ifingers into the
print of; the! nails; ands J esus, thus
appears;! whéther it iwas1the ' same
body that'had been: crucified, or one
like it, I know not nor does it ‘make
any, dlﬁ”erence, in' any ‘case it was
not his:body, for he had been “quick-
of ' the 'spirit’—a' spiritual ‘body—
“gown a natural'body raised a spurit-
ual body,” and none of the various
forms or bodies in‘which he appeared
weie His.body. They were only veils of
the flesh which hid ‘or covered the

orious gpiritual body, just as angels
Ead often used the same human form
to’ veil themselves when appoarmg
to aortals. |

Q.—One pomt‘wh,lch seems to con-
fuse some is,that Jesusate and drank
with the dxscxples and said, “Handle
me, for'a’ spirit hath ‘not. flesh’ and
bones as ye see me have.” How do
you ‘explain®this ? P

""W.,~—It""does not need to be ex-
plained'iaway. © ‘Jesus a.ﬂirms just
what ‘we' have claimed, viz.. "That
the body they saw and handled and

whlch 7ate with them was not his
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spiritual body for the spirit hath not
flesh and bones. Look back to the
time when the Lord and two angels
appeared to Abraham (Gen. 18.)
Jesus had not then left “the Jorm of
. God” aud taken the form of a servant

e was a spiritual body then, and it
had not fleshand bones but ne then
used the human form as a veil. He
ate and drank and talked and could
have said to Abraham “Handle me,
this body which you seeis ‘flesh
and bones.”’

‘‘TIIIS SAME JESUS SHALL 80 COME IN
LIKE MANNER.”

Q.—Now with regard to Jesus
second, coming does not this text
(Acts i:11)teach that when he comes
he will be seen by his watching disci-
ples? Willhe not appear in the flesh
to_provethat he has come?

W.—No, I think not. There is
not a word about the disciple or
any one else seeing him. It merely
tells us that he wiil come as he went.
How did he go? With trumpet blasts
and shouts or wails of the people of
earth? No, but quietly and unseen
of the world. As he said before he
died, “Yet a little while and the
world seeth me no more.” And
the world did not see him after his
resurrection. During the forty days
he was seldom seen, showing himself
only to his disciples. Did he go
mid pealing thunder, flaghing light-
Nings and rending rocks? No, quiet-
ly, unknown of the world, he “as-
cended up where he was 'before.”
Whenever he comes he will come in
the same quiet manner, unknown of
the world. We know from other
Scriptures that his church will not
be in darkness. ' :

Q.—1 gee that there is nothing in
‘thistext to teach that wHen: he should
come he would be-'seen, but does it
not seem reasonable to suppose
that he will so appear? @

.W.—There is no question as to
his ability to appear now as then;
but before calling your attention to
scriptures which seem to teach ‘that
he will be present unseen, let me re-
mind you thatwhile it was necessary
that he should then appear to make
his disciples eye-witnesses of his
resurrection, no such necessity now
exists. He comes now not to call
out a people to believe on Him, but
to glorify a people already separated
by hig call then issued ; to glorify
his virgin church and make her His
“bride; “to make up His jewels.”

Thomas, who doubted and must
see the print of the nails hefore he
could believe, lived not in the Gospel
Age but in the Jewish, not among
gpiritual children of God, but in the
Hleshly house (until Pentecost). He
wag uged to seeing things after the
flesh, and had not his eye of faith
yet opened. Yet in Jesus words to
Thomas it would seem that he had
expectedeven more from him. Jegus
said to him: “Becnuse thou hast
seen me thou hast believed ; happy
thoge who see not and believe” (John
xxi:29. Diaglott). :

Would we consider it expedient
for an earthly teacher after training
his class up, up, up to the higher
branches of learning to complete
their studies by giving them a three
months course in the alphabet. But
this would be no more unreasonable
than to suppose that our education
in the school of faith, and growth
in grace and knowledge under our
Master’s instructions, should be fin-
ished by:illustrations in the flesh;
“Having begun in the Spirit are
yenow made perfect by the flesh ?”
(Gal. iii:3.) “It is the spirit that

guic’l’teneth; the flesh profiteth noth-
ing.

Q.—I1t does not seem as though
much benefit would result to us by
merely gratifying our desire to sée
him, and I temember he gaid before
going: “It is expedient for you that
I goaway.” “Unless I go away the
comforter cannot come.”Would this
involve the thought that when he
comes again the comforter will be
withdrawn? ‘

W.—No, the reason the comfort of
the Holy Spirit conld not come was,
that all were ginners and God could
not recognize and comfort sinners.
They must first be justified by Jesus’
death. Afterward being justified by
his death, we have peace with God.
We become His children, and to
such, He sends the gpirit of adoption
whereby we cry Abba, (our) Father.”
Before this spirit could be sent to
any Jesus must not only die, but He
must also ascend to the Father’s
presence and present the evidence of
our purchase as typified by the
High Priest’s going into the holy
place and sprinkling the blood. The
coming outofthe holy place(heaven)
by our high priest does not undo the
work of justification. We are still
justified, and shall be forever; still
sons and shall always be such, and
consequently always possess the
apirit as a comforter. It isthespirit
of Christ. “Let the Spirit of Christ
dwell in you richly.”

Q—If I understand you aright
your view ig, that though it was ex-
pedient that Jesusgo from the world
and present the proof of our ransom
before the Holy Spirit, could come
to us, yet the continuance of the
Spirits comforting presence iz not
dependent on  his absence, for once

Lord has come, would unquestionab-
ly be, the evidences or proofs of Flis
presence.)  Kvidently the presence
is one not recognized by the natural
eye; but by the.eye of faith, else
there could be no disagreement be-
tween the servants as to the fact of
His presence. (Matt. xxiv, 44:49.)

Jesus tells us to beware, that false
tenchers will arigse saying, “Lo, here
or lo, there, believe them not, Twill
not come in any such seen manner,
but as the lghining” which cannot
beseen (electricity, unseen,can gosix
to ten times around the earth in one
second.) So,shall the Son of Man be
in Hisday.” (Lukexvii, 24.) As the
lightning when present frequently
sends forthlight which may be seen by
those awake, so Jesus intimates that
in His days of presence light will
ghine. :

Q.—That seemsa beautiful thonght
taken in connection with the won-
derful amount of spiritual light and
truth which has shone on us and to
us during the very fyemls you claim
as being the days of the presence of
the Son of Man—since 1875,

W.—Now we will glance hurried-
ly at some of the evidences that we
are now in “the days of the Son of
Man.” T will not attempt to prove
the points of time. You can get
them in full detail in Bro. Paton’s
new book, “Day Dawn,” which you
should Ly all means read.

Q.—T have followed you so far,
and can agree with your posgition
fully, but when you come to prove
that Jesus is now present and ask me
to believe it without any sight evi-
dence, I am afraid I havenot strong
enougn faith to believe it.

W.—1I have not asked you to be-
lieve it, Bro. Q. I never ask any

given, it Will never be withdrawhTone to believe, I simply give theev:

from those who abide in Him.
‘W.—Yes, but let us not leave our
subject : We seem to agree then that
80 far as we can see, there would be
nothing to be gained by Jesus’ ap-
pearing in the flesh to us at his
second coming. But another point,
if he should so appear, what satisfac-
tion would or could it give any of us,
It would not be Him we would see,
for e is not flesh and if Jesus should
go appear to me I should pray-as did
Moses,—Lord that I might see thy
Glory—that I might see thee really,
not an appearance, but thyself, thy
glorious body, as Saul and John saw
thee, ag thou art. Oh no, I never
could be satisfied with seeing an ap-
pearance of Jesus; I want to sce
Him as he is. “I shall be satisfied
when I awake in thy likeness,” not
by His appearing in our likeness.
Remember too that he tells us
about the time of his presence, before
we “are made like Him.” He says
the world will not’ know of it but
will go on eating, planting, building,
marrying, etc., and “know not” of
his (parousia) presence. Matt, xxiv.
37-39. Luke xvii. 26. .
Not only does Jesus intimatethat
his coming and presence will be un-
known to the world, but that many
of His servants will be so asleep, and
overcharged with the things of this
world, that the day of the Lord (His
presence) will be upon them as a
snare, and some will “begin to smite
their fellow servants, saying: My
Lord (the Bridegroom) delayeth His
coming” while the ones smitten ev-
idently are taking the opposite
ground, viz: that the bridegroom does
not delay, but is present. ‘‘Blessed is
that servant whom hisLord when he
(ako) has come shall find, giv-
ing meat in due season to the house-

hold of faith, (The meat due whenthe

idence; Ifit is as strong to them as
to me they cannot help believinydt.
Now, you seem to think that if we
had a little sight it would help mat-
ters. Let me remind youof u word
from DPeter. Ile was writing of
things he had seen when on the
mount of transfiguration; but when
he has finished the narrative of the
things seen, he adds: “But we have
a more sure word of Prophecy where-
unto ye do well that ye take heed.”
(2 Pet.i,19.) And so Ithink now,
the prophecies are more convincing
to me than if Jesus were to appear
as a man before me. Nay, more, I
should say to sueh an onebegone, im-
poster;; My Lord left word that if
any so appear I was to “believe it
not,” and ‘“‘go not after them nor fol-
low them,” “for as the lightning (not
as a man—so shall the Son of Man
be in Hig day.”

The “Jubilee Cycles” prove that the
great jubilee or “‘tirmes of restitution
of all things” was due to begin in
1875. It is a clear, strong argu-
ment based upon both “the Law”
and the Prophets; No one has ever
yet been able to overthrow it. I be-
lieve that no one can overthrowit,nor
even show a weak pointin it, because
it is of theLord. Now, remembering
this, turn to Acts iii, 21, and hear
Peter under inspiration, say: The
heavens shall receive Jesus until the
times of restitution of all things,
Now, is it not clear that if the resti-
tution times began in 1875, the heav-
eng do no longer retain Him, He.
is here present?

Q,—That is strong, surely; but,
are there any evidences that the res-
titution work began in 18757

W.—Yes; we understand that be-
fore the human family are restored
oreven begin to be blessed the present

kingdoms of earth which now bind

and oppress mankind willall be over-
turned and that the kingdom of
God will assume control and that
the blessing and restitution come
through the new kingdom. The
work of demolishing human empire
is beginning. The power that will
overthrow them is now at work.
The people are already organizing
their forces under the name of Com-
munists, Socialists, Nihilists, ete.
True, there have always been Com-
munists, but their work of organiza-
tion and activity are within recent
years, in 1875-6, scarcely any one
knew the meaning of communist and
nihilist. Now they are household
words.

Another prophetic proof is that
of the 1335 days(yrs.)of Daniel to the
time Jesus was due to be present—
“the harvest,” or end of this age—
during which harvest téime, Daniel
was told that he should stand in his
lot, or be resurrected with hias class,
the Prophets. The angel adds by
way of comment: “Blesged is he
that waiteth (remains alive) until
(the 1335 days) 1874. Those days
sarely end there, but what blessing
did any of us who live realize? We
are blessed by the “Dright shining of
the present one.” (The literal ren-
dering of last clause of 2 Thes., 2:8,)
Jesus is the lightning is present, un-
seen, and ig causing bright light of
truth to shineinto ourminds. Won-
derfully bright, and sweet, and pre-
cious, indeed, has been thislight, on
the presence of the Son of Man, sep-
arating between wheat and taresand
preparing his chaste Virgin for glo-
ry. Heis making up His jewels,
finishing the work by selecting those
who are glive and remain, that we
may be caught up, together with
those whd sleep in diim, to meet him
in the air.

As Jesus said to His disciples at
the first advent, “Blessed are your
eyes and your ears, ete, for I say un-
to you many prophetsand righteous
persons have desired to see these
thingsand have not seen them”—So
the angel said to Daniel—Blessed
are they who will live to ‘1874, for
they shall gee, (not with natural
eye, but by faith) and hear (not with
natural earbutthroughthesure word
of Prophecy) and know (but not by
worldly wisdom to which these
things are hid, but by the Spirit of
God freely given unto us “that we
might know”—(1 Cor., ii, 11 and 12,)
see, hear and know things which in
timespast God had not made known.
Yes,tru'}y blessed, we havefoundit—

“To be living is sublime.”

Again we have found the word to
teacn that the Jewish age was given
as a pattern, or shadow, or illustra-
tion of the Gospel age, and we have
found it so. The latter being on a
higher plane than the former, but
otherwise its exact counterpart. It
was 1840} years from the beginning
of the age to their havest when Jesus
was present in the flesh to that flesh-
ly house. And it was 1841} years
from the commencement of our Gos-
pel age at Pentecost (A, D., 33)) to
the commencement of our “Zavest”
in the autumn of 1874, when our
“sure word of prophecy” announces
him as again present, but now onthe
higher plane, a spiritual body un-
seen, reaping, or harvesting the spir-
itual house. To the fleshly house
the harvest work was on the fleshly
plane and the chief reaper, Jesus
and the other reapers, His disciples,
were seen. Now there are under
reapers, also, but they are “the an-
gels,” [Matt xiii] also spiritual bod-
1es unseen, and so with the afterpart

(Continued on Seventh Page.)
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MY SACRIFICE.

Laid on Thine alter, O my Lord divine,
Accept this gift to-day, for Jesus sake.
1 have no jewels to adorn Thy shrine,
Nor any world-famed sacrifice to make.
But here I bring, within my {rembling

; and, '
This will of mine—a thing that seem-
eth small ;
And Thou alone, O Lord, can’st under-
stand . i
How, when I yield Thee thig, I yield
mine all. ‘

Hidden therein Thy searching gazecan'st
see
Strui;gles of passions, visions of de-
1ght.
All thgt I have, or am, or fain would
a—
Deep loves, fond hopes, and longings
infinite; : :
It hath been wet with tears,and dimmed
with sighs,
Clenched in my grasp till beauty hath
it none. '
Now, from Thy footstool, where it van-
quished lies, '
Theprayer ascendeth—“May Thy will
e ge onel” .. . o

Take it, O- Father, ere my courage fail;
~And merge it 8o in Thine own will,

- thate'en, ,
Ifin som.elb desperate hour my cries pre-
o wvaily
And Thou give back my gift, it may
have been L
So changed, so purified, so fair have
‘grown, .
So one with Thee, so0 filled with peace

divine, )
I may not know or feel it as mine own;
But, gainiug back my will, may find it
Th ‘

ine.
—New York Observer.

- “IT HASTETH GREATLY.™

- In the October number (1879) of
the Warcu Towkr in the article
headed “The Day of the Lord”—and
in the Novenber number i article
headed : “Babylon is Fallen,”. we
gave expression to our view of the
“time of trouble” and endeavored to
prove scripturally thatit began with
the church and would first result in
the complete overthrow of the nom-
inal church, Protestant and Catholic,
by infidelity and spiritualism, and
afterward, it would reach and over-
throw national governments. Many
were inclined: to make-light of our
statements, etc., and expressed them-
selves'as believing that the trouble
upon the nations was the only thing
to.be locked . for by us.. Our viows
then expressed are confirmed in us
daily, andi'we are more than ever
convinced:. of - their truth; that
around us in the nominal church,
“a :thousand shall fall:"at (our)
side and. ten thousand at (our)
right hand;” -that Infidelity’s
“grrows”  and: spiritualisms “pes-
tilence,” will for a short time sweep
through the church—*“and whoshall
be able to stand?”—“They who have
made the most High their habitation
and - whoi have His truth for their
shield and buckler.” Psa. xci.’

- We clip the following extracts to’
show our readers that the storm has
already begun, and that others. are
noticing the fulfillment who never
noticed the prophecies:— - -~

An annonymous writer in the

North American Review affirms that
the thinking minds of- to-day are
“drifting away from . the religious
belief and dogmatic theology of the
past,” and that “the wave of skep-
ticism affects the -orthodox church
itself.”. He says: - “The great bady
of orthodox religious doctrines
known as systematic theology . . .
is about to go to wreck with the my-

thology of Greece and the belief in-

witcheraft.” He also marks “the
temporizing attitude of theology to-

wards such modern doctrines agevo-
lution.”

Says Rev. Dr. Kittredge (Congre-
gationalist) of Chicago: “It mat-
ters not in what direction you look,
gin is on the increase, but the church
is losing grouand in her conflict with
8in; she has almost ceased to be felt
as a power. If a majority of our
church organizations were to-day to
become " extinct, the world would
hardly know it.— World’s Crisis.

Professor Von Qosterzee, the well-
known evangelical teacher of Hol-
land, said recently - that a wave of
infidelity is steadily advancing over
Protestant Europe which the most
favored country will not escape.
“They have had itin Germany, and
now we have it in Holland. They
are beginning to get it in Scotland.
In twenty years they will have it to
the full, and all their theology will
not save them,”— Messiah’s Herald.

The Christian Advocate (New York)
writes: “The Congregationalist has
received answers from twenty-nine
ministers, to a circular sent out mak-
ing inquiry as to the observance of
Sabbath in New England. All tes-
tify to degeneracy and deplore re-
sults. Desecralion has increased,
and morality also decreases. Re-
ligion is losing its authority andthe
state of the community is becoming
worse.”

The N. Y. Herald quotes the vet-
eran editor of the Observer as saying:
“A great spiritual drought is pre-
vailing, such as has not been known
in the present century. We do not
remewmber the time,” says Dr. Primo,

few and far between; when so few
accessions to the churches were re-

ed 86 much in danger of receding
before the world.” *“A somber but
true picture,” says the Herald.

Rev. Dr. Cuyler in the Evangelist,
in a3 mournful article, asserts that
Presbyterinaism is on the decline;
in 1875 there were 70,500 members
added to the churches;in 1877 there
were 63,700 added; but in 1878 there
were only 53,000 additions, whilein
1879 only 49,000 were added—the
real increase being only 7,000 and
perhaps not ‘even that.” What is
true of the Presbyterian, is true, he
gays, of all the other evangelical
bodies.—Monireal Witness.

‘Rev. Dr. B, F. Campbell, of Hast
Boston, in'a lecture on “The Dang-
ers of the Republic,” said: “The
world as & ‘whole is undoubtedly
growing more intelligent, but not
moral. Meral power is on the de-
cline in New Bungland. The pendu-
lum of religious belief has swung
away from the rigid orthodoxy uf
Puritan times, has already passed
the center, and is on its way to a
heartless Nihilism.”—ZFEast Boston
Advocate.” ‘

‘Rev. Henry Morgan says: ‘“The
cause of Boaton’s religious declineis
Liberalism. It has broken down
the Sabbath ; paralized the arm of
the law; opened Sunday theaters,
concerts, excursions; emptied the
churches; killed the public con-
science; sown the seeds of distrust;
sown to the wind, and we are now
reaping the whirlwind.” — Boston
Herald.

The Church Union quotes a circu-
lar issued by most of the ministers
of Baltimore, which urges all to
prayer, and speaks of the forces of
evil, general corruption, Sabbath-
breaking, the thickening snares for
the young, and adds: “The grow-
ing skepticism, as well as the in-

tensely secular spirit of the age, are

“when revivals of religion were so.

ported, and when the church seemn-,

enough to awaken apprehension for
our ingtitutions and for the social
fabric itself.”—Bible Banner.

What is true of Christians in gen-
eral is true of us who hold some ad-
vanced light on God’s word and

lan, viz: “Ivery man’s work shall
e tried of what sort it is.”

Should we expect to be exempted
from tne fire (trial) that is to try
all? No, rather if we have the most
advanced light we should expect to
be the first and most severely tried.
And we have been;  and are now
being, so tried. o

Your faith could not perhaps be
tried by the same errors of infidelity,
etc. Your knowledge of the plan
of the ages and the work of restitu-
tion of all things renders powerless
the arrows of infidelity, as also your
knowledge of the condition of the
dead protects you against the pesti-
lence of “spiritualism.” But for all
this God i8s not without means of
proving and sifting us. -~ Our trial,
which we hope is now almost over,
has arisen mainly from the teach-
ings scattered amongst us 'by some
who walked with usand with whom
we took sweet counciltogether, who,
denying the redemption and forgive-
ness of sins through Jesus Christ,
have claimed it as possible for every
man to pay is own penally and climb
his way up, and win for himself cter-
nal life. .. Thus denying that the
Lord bought them, thus seeming to
fulfill to some' ‘extent, 2 Pet, 1i:1,
and thus have brought upon them-
gelves by laying " aside Christ’s
robe of righteousness—the wedding
garment—and appearing in their
own “filthy rags,” the destruction. of
their light. '

.. “Tdght is gown for the “m'ght-

cous,” but “there are none right.
cous, 10, not one,”  except as covered
by Christ’s righteousness as with a
garment. “Blessed are they whose
iniguities are forgiven, whose sins
are covered.” Blessed is the man
i whom the Lord imputeth right.
cousness. These are. the righteous
for whom light ‘was sown in God’s
word. Should we wonder if these
brethren who have thus laid aside
the imputed righteousness of Christ
should be deprived of the light
which was intended only for “the
path of the just,’—those justified by
faith in the ransom, and not by their
own works. L

""Such has been the result; theso
who once rejoiced in -the light of
“The sure word of Prophecy which
shows ug the presence of our Lord as
the “Bridegroom,”” “Reaper” and
“King,” that proves to us that the
“times of restitution ofall things be-
gan in 1874,” and thatconsequently
“the heavens” which were to receive

‘Him until that time, now no longer
receive him, but that He .is present,
‘and that soon when the separation
«of wheat and tares is complete, “we
shall be changed to His glorious

likeness and sce Him as He .. All,
all this light they havelost, and have
now reached the condition of .outer-
darkness, the condition of darkness
on the subject of the Lord’s. presence
that the world and a worldly church
have always occupied. The para-
ble says “there shall be wailing and
gnaghing of teeth,” meaning, we sup-
pose, that such shall go through the
time of trouble upon the world.
With pain and sorrow we part
company, but rejoice to know that
many who followed them in a meas-
ure and were sorely tried. -are now
able to discern between light and
“outer darkness.” = “They weat out

from ug, but they were not of ‘us;

for if they had been of us they no
doubt would have continued with
us; but they went out from us that
they might be made manifest, that
they were not all of us.” But *“you
have an anointing from the Holy
one. You all know it,” (1 Jno.,ii,
19-20.) The Holy Spirit has re-
vealed to us:through the word the
presence of the Bridegroom and we
heard his voice and opened the door
of faith and He came in to'us and
supped with us, and caused us to
sit down to meat (truth), and him-
gelf has been our teacher and served
ug, (Rev. iii: 20, Luke xii ; 37.) And
our faith docs not stand in tho wis-
dom of men but in the power and
word of God. (1 Cor. ii: 5.) And still
beloved, there may be other trials
for you.

“Think not the victory won,
Nor lay thine armor down,
Thine arduous work will not be done
Till thou hast gained thy crown.”

“Oh, watch and fight and pray, '
The battle ne’er give o'er; ‘

Renew it boldly every day,

. And help Divine implore.”

*—

THE CONCLUSIVE ARGUMENT.

l

"I have read that Benjamin Frank-
lin tried t6 convince the farmers of
his day that plaster enriched the
soil. All his philosophical argu-
ments failed to convince the farmers;
80 he took plaster and formed it in-
to a sentence by the roadside. The
wheat coming up through those let-
ters was about twice as rank and
green as the other wheat, and the
farmers. could read for months in
letters. of living green the
sentence:'  This  has been plaster-
ed. Arguments, and culture, and
fine s/ sermons . cannot. convince
sinners;. they, want to read in
pulpit and pew, in our utter.scpar-
ation from the world, in our conten-
tedness of mind and victorious joy,
the clean:cutl truth: This has been
redeemed. and sanctificd by the Holy
Ghost. . Al brother, .sister, the
pierced hand of Jesus can pull out
the throne of. depravity from our
heart, and open there a running
strecam . of joy which will flow on
through our pain, or poverty, or lone-
liness, or persecution, or trial, like a
cooling river through a desert of
sand. It is grand to live in a state
where hallelujahs form the normal
breathing of the soul. It is the joy
of unwavering faith and repose in
theblood of Jesus.—Advocate of Iloli-

ness. Lo
Via. BLYRIA AND OLEVELAND,
.- OHIO.

I purpose visiting brother and
sister Paton at Almont, Mich., and
the other friends in that vicinity
during August, and shall stop en-
route at Blyria, on the 9th and 10th,
and at Cleveland on the 22d, and be
in Bro. Paton’s charge from' 14th
to 16th inst. .. Elyria meetings are in
charge of Sister Avis Hamlin. Those
at Cleveland are under Bro. Caleb
Davies’ control.. May the Lord. di-
rect to His own praige and to our
mutual profit. My dear wife accom-
panies me on this short trip.

Your servant and editor of your
paper. ) C. T. RUSSELL.

“It is man’s relation to his God
that must adjust and determine his
relations to- his fellow-creatures.
The symmetrical position.. of the
points in' the circumference arises
from  their common relation to.a
common center.. ; Set:aman right
with God, and he will certainly. be;

set right with his neighbors.”
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PO COMMUNICATE FORCGET
: NOT.”

“But to do good and to communicate
forget not, for with such sacrifices God
is well pleased.” Heb, xiii:16:

Our Heavenly Father is very rich,
possessing oll things, lacking noth-
ing, yet if we may judge from his
dealings with his earthly creatures,
his pleasure has been not so much in
the possessing of these great riches
as in the using of them for the good
and blessing of his creatures.

“His providence is kind and large,

Both man and beast his bounty share ;
The whole creation is his charge,

But suints are his peculiar care.”

So also as we become more and
more like him—‘“partakers of the
Divine nature”’—benevolence, kind-
ness and love will become moreand
more characteristic of us, Few per-
haps of the “little flock” have been
made stewards of this world’s goods.
[t may be because there are few who
ould use and not abuse the trust,
but such as haveit should esteem it
a privilege to be imitators of our be-
nevolent Heavenly Father;. not
wasting it, neither hoarding it, but
esteeming it merely as an agent for
blessing and “doing good unto all
men, especially to the household of
faith.” And we should be anxious
and careful to use whatever God has

put into our hands, and to be faith-|

ful whether over a few things or
many things, remembering that the
man with but one dollar may be as
really a miser or a philanthropist as
he who has a million.

What we should endeavor to pos-
gess is true benevolence and breadth
of mind, charity, love. “Let the
same mind be in you which wasalso
in Christ Jesus our Lord,” and it
will lead you to regard and 'treat
with tendernessand loving kindness,
even those with whom you differ.
Let us remember in this connection,
too, that, “If any man have not the
gpirit of Christ, he is none of His.”

The spirit or mind of Christ is a
meek and quiet and charitable spir-
it. It “vaunteth not itself, is not
easily puffed up.” Itsfruits are the

" opposite of the depraved fleshly na-
ture, viz. : love, peace, long suffering,
gentleness, goodness, "meekness, etc.
“If we live in the spirit let us also
walk in the spirit” and “not be de-
sirous of vain glory, provoking one
another, envying one another,” but
displaying the spirit of our Father
in heaven, “and we shall be the chil-
dren of the Highest, for He i3 kind
unto the unthankful and to the evil
“Be ye therefore merciful as your
Father also is merciful.

But if it is a joy and privilege to
bo God’s stewards to a greater or less
degree in earthly goods, how much
more blessed is i: to be permitted to
dispense the spiritual blessings and
thus to be “Stewards of the mani-
fold grace of God.” Do we appreci-
ate the fact that each disciple of
Christ is a steward, some to a great-
er, some to a less extent ; some with
many talents, some with few, yet
“To every man (in Christ) is given
a measure of the spirit to profit
withal”-—to make use of. . What use
are you making of the talents given
to you? Before saying to us, have
you rule over two cities, five cities
or many things, He will ask us to
give an account of our stewardship.
He will not expect me to give anac-
count of your stewardship, nor you
to give an account of mine. To the
Macgter each servant will give an ac-
count and stand or fall.

But while it is true that we each
have been given special blessings of

knowledge and truth and that cer-
tain responsibilities come with them,
we had rather provoke you to love
than fear.” It we possess the spirit
of Christ, love, we shall esteem it a
great privilege to be permitted to
carry to others that which has done
go much good, which has removed
the clouds from our minds and
hrought us into the clear sunshine
of God's love, revealing to us the
grandeur of our Heavenly Father’s
character, the beauties and harmo-
nies of hig word, and the “exceeding
riches of his grace in his loving
kindness toward us in Christ Jesus.”
If it has set our hearts to ringingin
melodious harmony with the heav-
enly music, “bringing glad tidings
of great joy which shall be to all peo-
ple,” may it not produce the same
effect upon others? Would that the
story filled each of our hearts, that
a8 a flame of fire it would consume
all dross from our own hearts and
set fire to all with whom we come
in contact. Like the widow’s cruse
of oil, our treasure will fill to over-
flowing all the earthen vesgelsready
to receive it. Oh that every word of
the beautiful song—*I love to tell
the story”—could be the emphatic
and truly heartfelt expression of all
the readers of the Warca Towgr:

“I love to tell the story,
"I'is pleasant to repeat,
What seems each time I tell it,
More wonderfally sweet.
I love to tell the story,
It did so much for me,
And that is just the reason
I tell it now to thee.”

" Again, if we would “do good and
communicate,” how should we tell
the story?  Tell it simply, tell it
plainly ; be entirely swallowed up
with the grandeur of your theme’
Lose sight of yourself and what, you
have learned and let it be all “of
Jesus and his glory, of Jesus and his
love.,” Too many take pleasure in
telling the story only as théy can
make battle with it. They delight
in using the truth as a knock-dow®
argument. This is an element of
the old nature which, not yet dead,
asserts its right to fight what it
terms the Lord’s battles or the spir-
itual warfare, A sad mistake; he
not deceived into developing an ele-
ment of the carnal nature in direct
opposition to the fruits of the spirit
—meekness, gentleness, patience, love,

Truly we are told that “the word
of God is the sword of the spirit,’!
but remember it is not our sword.
The spirit does its own smiting and
in its own way, but to us it says,
“Put up thy sword.” The command
to usis, Be lizht bearers. “Let your
light so shine’ by showing forth the
fruits of the Spirit, that men may
see your good fruits and glorify your
Father in heaven, The word isa
lamp, by its light put on Christ’s
righteousness, and truth as a gar-
ment, then lift it up to others that
they may see your clean robes and
be led to desire the same. Then let
tne Spirit use hissword upon others
a8 he may see fit to humble them,
strip them of pride, and bring them
to the rock that is higher than hey.

We should not become discour
aged if there are but few who love
light rather than darkness. We
should remember that the God of
this world has succeeded In darken-
ing the minds of many that they
cannot appreciate the light of truth;
that we are as it were, surrounded
by men and women blinded totally
or partially by sin and ignorance.
Some, totelly blind, can see and ap-

preciate none of the good news; oth-

ers can see a little but cannot see
afar off. They can only see “the
presont evil world (age) and are los-
ing much pleasure and joy because
they cannot see afar off, how that,
“Tn the ages to come, God will show
forth the exceeding riches of his
grace in his loving kindness toward
us (who are) in Christ Jesus. (Eph.
ii:7); and how it is his plan _that
both Jew and Gentile shall obtain
mercy through your mercy. Rom.
xi:31.  Surely as it would afford
great pleasure to strengthen and
heal physical sight, much more
should we rejoice to lead those who
are blind spiritually to the Spirit’s
eye-salve—the word—thatthey may
rejoice with us in singing: ]
“Q, the prospect, it is so transporting,
Saviour hasten our gathering we pray.”

Of many itisastrue to-day as when
uttered :” “Lyes havethey butthey
gee not, ears but they hear not.”
God shows us throughthelamp that
this age ends the probation of none
except those who do see and hear
clearly and plainly; that because
of Jesus’ ransom there isto be an
age of Restitution. “Then the eyes
of the blind shall be opened and the
ears of the deaf shall be unstopped.”
“Then “all shall come to the knowl-
edge of the truth” and “the knowl-
edge of the Lord shall fill the whole
earth” and none shall say to his
neighbor, “know thou the Lord,”
for all shall know him, from the
least to the greatest of them.

In presenting the good news of
the kingdom and the deep things of
God, we should seek to follow Jesus’
exampie, that is, while we at all
times hold up Christ’srighteousness
to all men and thereby be to them
“living epistles,” we should seek to
show “the deep things of God” to
those who seem to have the spirit
of God. (1 Cor,, ii: 9-16.) .

Knowing this, that spiritual or
deep things cannot be discerned ex-
cept by thosehaving the spirit, “He
that hath an ear let A¢m hear,” saith
the Spirit. This must be our meth-
od, therefore, when we find any one
without an ear to hear, leave off tell-
ing such an one. You cannot give
him an ear ; God will do that in his
“due time.” Waste not valuable
time and energy. Leave them in
love and sympathy with God, and
put no obstacle in their way.

Whenever you meet what seems
to be “an Isruelite in deed, in whom
there is no guile,” expect in such a
oue to find “an ear to hear,” Com-
mune with him first on Spiritual
things familiar to you both, that he
may come to recognize you as led of
the same gpirit—a fellow member ot
“the body of Christ,” and an heir of
the same glory. Then present to
guch the deeper things of God and
your communion, instead of being
a battle of words, will be profitable
and blessed to both. 'T'o fuily ap-
preciate the meaning of our text, we
should do good and communicate
until we feel it. It is with such sac-
rifices God is well pleased. It does
not amount to a sacrifice to merely
give a dollar, or a moment, or an
hour for which we have no other
use. Give until you can feel it and
then you may expect to feel in your
heart that “with such sacrifices God
is well pleased.”

THE FIG TREE,

And seeing a single fig tree by the
road he went to it but finding noth-
ing on it except leaves, he said, “ May
no fruit grow on thee to the age,”
and the fig tree instantly withered.

(E. D) Matt. 21:19. That Christ
used the fig tree to represent the de-
struction of the Jewish nation seems
evident. This event occurred about
the time Christ rode into Jerusalem
(verses 2, 5,) at which time he pro-
nounced the curse (Luke 19:30, 41,
41). This is further evident when
we noticc the parable given in Luke
13: 6,9. The three years he came
seeking fruit, likely refers .to the
time of Christ’s ministry. during
which time he confined himself al-
most entirely to the Jewish people
(Matt. 10:5,6.) Somemay say how-
ever that Christ’s ministry. was 3%
years and this would not apply, but
while it was 3% years from the bap-
tism of Christ until His crucifixion
it seems there was no special work
done until abont the passover,which
was about six months after his bap-
tism,and so commencing in A, D.
30 wonldend in A. D, 33,time parable
was given according to the year in
the margin of your Bible. The
dresser of the vineyard says let it
alone this year, which. of course
would make it four and extend favor
one year beyond the ecrucifixion,
but 1 do not think it was allowed to
remain another year, for the latter
part of the chapter shows that Jeru-
salem was left desolate and as he
came searching fruitand found none
we knowefrom the connection in
Matt. 21:19, it was at that point it
withered. Some however have
thought it unreasonable to suppose
that the fig tree represents the Jews, -
for Mark 11:13 intorms us, that the
time of figs was not yet, which of
course implies that the time for the
Jews to bear fruit was not then, and
if so why should Christ curse them ?
But I think theobjection vanishes
ivhen wé remember sthat they were
only a typical people and that the
time they will bear fruit is after the
fullness of the Gentiles have comein.
[Rom, 11:25-27]. Y
1t is also necessary to bear in mind

‘that the curse did not seal their.

eternal doom, for blindness' only
happened to tnem for a time, says
Paul, and the same thought is inti-
mated by Christ when he left .their
house degolate,(Luke 13:3) for they
are yet tosay: “ Blessed is: he that
cometh in the name of. the Lord.”
‘I'his being true we find how‘appro-
priate is the rendering given in the
Emphatic Diaglott, viz. * Cursed
to the age.” And ’'tis true that during
the Gospel age, as a nation, they
have borne no fruit, but when the
bride is taken out from the Gentiles
they will receive favor, [Acts .15:14,
16.) We find that the cursed fig
tree is to bud again according to
Christ’s own wordsin aparable given-
in connection with .the signs or His
coming in Matt. 24:32, 33, and if the
curse pronounced on it at the first
advent shows us the blinding of the
Jews, does not its putting forth
leaves reveal to us the fact that they
are in a fair way to bear fruit? So
we understand it at least, and as
there are unmistakable signs among
the Jews to-day as a people, we -re-
cognize Christ’s words and know
“that summer is nigh.” And not
only do we recognize that therestor-
ation of the Jews is at band but
also that the kingdom of Gou is nigh.
[Luke 21:29, 31). And as the king-
dom of God is due at some time to
be set up, we rejoice and lift up our
heads because our redemption is
nigh, [verse 28]. For the setting up
of the kingdom implies nothing
less than the resurrection ot the
dead in Christ and change of the
living, and knowing that the restor-
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ation of the Jews takes place in the
midst of great trouble and during
the pruning out of the seven last
plagues' according ' to the type,
(Micah. 7:14 to end], and having the
promise that we are to be counted
worthy to escape all these things,
[Luke 21:34, 36,] we patiently wait
for- our gathering together unto
Christ.

The redemption we understand to
be ' the redemption of the body,
[Rom. 8:23,] being caught away to
meet Christ,and so to be forever with
Him. This same idea seems to be
brought out in Cant. 2:10, 13, when
Christ addresses the Church, saying:
“Rise up my love, my fair one, and
come away * * the fig tree put-
eth forth the green figs; * ' * Arise
my love, my fair one, and
away.”

" We here find the fig tree main-
tained again and like Christ’s words
it is connected with our redemption.
Surely we who recognize the signs
of the times in’connection with the
prophetic: measures, have great rea-
son for rejoicing in hope of our
spuedy'deliverance,and may we also
ive thanks to our Heavenly Father
or thelightshiningon our path, May
the truth’ have the designed effect,
viz.: to sanctify us, separate us from
the - world, - make wus holy, for
“ without holiness no man‘shall see
the Lord,” [Heb. 12:14). While in
the presence of Christ we wait for our
gathering together unto Him, and
may the trial of our faith, being
much more precious than of gold
that perisheth, be found to the
praise of His glory, whom having
not seen we love, in whom, though
now we see' him not, yet believing,
we rejoice * ¥ receivingthe end
of our faith, won the salvation of
our souls, (1 Pet. 1.7, 9). So here
we:find that -we are not to see Christ
until our salvation, when we shall be
like Him and see Him as He s,
(1: John 3:2), and then and not until
then will faith end, and we will not
longer need signs, not even that of
the fig tree, but until then we expect
to. watch by faith. A. DL

come

- DEAD WITH CHRIST.

~ Growth'in knowledge of truth is
not only the privilege but also the
duty:of the Christian ; so the educa-
tion of the saints will not be com-
plete until they have laid off the
flesh, and been made like Christ.
Then we. ought to understand
more fully the deep things of God
now than at any other {ime in the
past ; and go we should comprehend
more  clearly what it is to suffer
with Christ, as well as the glory
which is to follow.

Suffering - with Christ involves
more than a simple separation from
. the ‘'world we must be dead to the
world, then we shall not love the
world or worldly things.

"Wherefore if ye be dead with
Christ' from the rudiments of the
world, why, as though living in the
world, are ye subject to ordinances;
after the' commandments and ordin-
ances of men? Touch not, taste
not, handle not the unclean thing.
Col. 2:20, 22. S

The conscience must be purged
from dead works to serve the living
God, (Heb. 9:14). TFor I through the
law am dead to the law, that I might
live unto .God (Gal. 2:19). Itis a
faithful saying: * For if we bedead
with Him we shall also reign with
Him,” (2 Tim. 2:11. Yea, doubtless
and I count all things but loss for
the excellency .of the knowledge

of Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom
I have suffered the loss of all things,
and do count thom as vile refuse
that I may win Christ and be found
in him ; not having mine own right-
eousness,which is of the law,but that
which is through the faith of Christ
that I may know him and the power
of his resurrection, and the fellnw-
ship of his sufferings, being made
couformable unto His death; if by
any means I may attain unto the
resurrection of the dead, (Phil. 3:8,
11). Always bearing about in the
body' the dying of the Lord Jesus,
that the lite also of Jesus might be
made manifest in our body. For
we which live are always delivered
unto death for Jesus sake, that the
life also of Jesus might be made
manifest in our mortal flesh. (2 Cor.
4:10, 11,5

These passages seem to teachmore
than acrucifixion of the fleshsimply;
1. e. an actual giving of ourselves, ag
did our head, for the purpose of com-
pleting the sacrifice for the world ;
to fill up that which is behind of the
sufferings of Christ. He ' gave
His flesh for the life = of / the
world :(John 6:61).. Hereby per-
ceive we love, because he laid down
His life for ug, and we ought to lay
down our lives for the brethren,
[t Jno. 3:16], © ‘

If we are still under the death
penalty entailed upon us by Adam,
how we can be counted ag dead, cru.
cified with Christ, I can not conceive;
but if He redeemed wus from that
penalty, by His death, I can see how
we can give ourselves'a voluntary
sacrifice for the world in Him. He
could give Himself because of His
own righteousness ; His body can do
it only by having His righteousncss
imputed to them. There were two
sacrifices for atonementunderthelaw
Lev. 16; one for the priesthood or
high priests house, and the other for
the people. Jesus, our high priest,
gave himself a propitiation for our
sins (1 John, 2:2) or hishouse, whose
are we, if we hold fastthe confidence
and the rcjoicing of the hope firm
unto the end, Heb. 3:6. ' g

~Then again Christ, our passover is

sacrificed for us [the church of the
first-born.] Cor. 5:7. Whom God has
get forth to be a mercyseat, by his
own blood, through the faith ; for an
exhibition of ‘His righteousness in
passing by the sins formerly com-
mitted, during tho forbearance of
God; and for an exhibition of Iis
righteousness at the present time, in
order that he may be righteous while
justifying him who is the faith of
Jesus [Rom, 3:25, 26]. [Diaglott.]
So faith in Christ, or the law of the
Spirit of Life in Christ Jesus hath
made us free from the law of sin and
death [Rom. 8:2.] o

If the death of Christ releases us
from the Adamic penalty, then why
do we die? To complete thesacrifice.
Pregenting our bodies a living sacri-
fice, holy,acceptable unto God,which
is our reasonable service, [Rom. 12.]

Dead with him. Notonly dead
to the world, to the law, to sin, to
the flesh, but really dead with Him.
Baptized into his death ; for if we
have been planted together in the
likeness of His death, we shall
algo be in the likeness of his resur-
rection. Knowing this, thatour old
man is crucified with him, that, the
body of sin-might be destroyed, that
henceforth we should not serve sin ;
forth he that is dead is freed from
sin, . Now if we be dead with Him,
we believe that we shall also lve
with Him, [Rom. 6]. The completion
of the individual sufferings of the

head was his laying off the flesh; so
with the body. - T

The atonement was for the pur-
pose of cleansing. That Jesus gave
himself for the church—the church
or the first-born—that they might
be partakers with Him in making
atonement for the world, seems to be
clearly taught in Numbers 8. Take
the Levites from among the children
of Israel and cleanse them. .

And Aaron shall offer the Levites
before the Lord for an offering of the
children of Israel, that they may
execute the service of the Lord.: And
the Levites shall lay their hands up-
on the heads of the bullocks; and
thou shals :offer the one for a sin
offering aund the other. for a burnt
offering unto the Lord, to make an
atonement for the Levites. v

_Thus shalt thou separate the Le-
vites from -among the children. of
Isracl; .and the: Levites shall be
mine. . For they are wholly given
unto e from among the children
of Israel ; Instead of the first-born of
all the  children. of Israel have I
taken them unto me. : For all the
first-born of the children of Israel
are mine. And I have. given.the
Levites as a gift to Aaron and to his
sons among, the children of Israel to
do the service of. the .children -of
Israel in the tabernacle of the con-
gregation, and to make atonement for
the.children of Israel. .. - . .» :

Do not thefirst-born represent the
church? And has not God chosen
them out from .among the nations
and given them to Christ for a pur-
pose? DBy -virtue of Jesus having
given Himself a propitiation for our
sing; and as our. passover having
been slain for us, our sins go before-
hand to judgment. . We are first on
trial, and do not come into Judg-
ment [trial] with the world. We es-

cape the things thatare coming upon |

the world, and having suffered with
Him, crucified the ﬁesh with the
affections and lusts; completed the
sacrifice, we shall beezalted with Him
t®the throne, as kings and. priests, to
reign over, judge and bless the na-
tions. When .the sacrifice for the
world ghall have been . completed, the
ransom fully paid, and the perfected
Christ exerciges authority, not an-
other individual will die on account
of Adawm’s transgression ; nor indeed
for mere sins of the flesh, but for sing
against the knowledge of the truth.
B. W. K.

[N o other scripture or type shows

so fully perhaps, the intimate rela-

tionship between Jesus, the head, and
“ the little flock” as members of His
body as this, [Lev. 16.] The' head
was a sacrifice and the body follows
in His footsteps. The Head died for
all the household of faith the body fills
up the measure of the. sufferings of
Churist, and - dies for all “ the people
not of the household. We may learn
botter to appreciate the apostle’s ex-
pression” concerning - the  prophets
when he says that . “they spake be-
fore of the sufferings. of Christ [head
and body] and - of; the: glory that
should follow. Have patience, breth-
ren, until the sufferings are full then
wo shall havetheglory. .. “ Forif we
suffer with Him -we shall also be
glorified together.” “If we suffer we
shall also reign with Him.” = Andas
when the suffering of death was ac-
complished for “His house”. by the
head they were recognized.by the
Father no longer :as cnemies. and
aliens, but! ag son’s, were igiven the
spirit of adoption, [at Pentecost] so
when all the sufferings are completed
and filled up the Father will recog-
nize all the world as free from Adam’s

transgression and justified to life,
and thegreat work of the millennial
age, “ Restitution,” will begin when the
sufferingsare complete for the world
God will send the spirit upon them
a8 he did upon the church when its
redemption was finished as it is
written. It shall come to pass in the
last days saith the Lord 1 will pour
out my spirit upon all flesh.” The
first installment or “early rain”
came upon wus at Pentecost, the
promise will be completed when we
are glorified. © ' '

But, another point shown by this
atonement type is, toat all believers
congtitute a part of the houschold,
they are represented by the Levites
and are a part of “the church of the
first-born.” Though apparently none
except the willing living sacrifices—
“The Lord’s Goat,” those who suffer
and shall reign, are counted over-
comers—His bride—the members of
his'body. Typified by the priests all
other members of the household will
be 'wonderfully blest but will lose
much.” Tt rejoices us however to
think that many who through fear
of death ‘(afraid of the scoffs of the
world, afraid though longing to cru-
cify themselves,) and therefore sub-
ject to'bondage. That these dear
ioved ones will not be suffered to
have part with the world, but during
the time of trouble “therod and staff”’
of ‘our ‘shepherd will lead them
through' great tribulation to our
Father’s house “and family. ‘Thus
they may become palm bearers even
though' they are not part of the “lit-
tle flock” of crown wearers. Itisthe
Lord’s plan, and marvelous in our
eyes. How wonderfully good our
Father is and how His plan 'shows
it. “Let me love Thee more and
more.”}—Eprror.” A

_— e

| “PERILOUS TIMES. .~ ..

In ordinary times it is the privi-
lege and duty of the children of God
to shine ag “the light of the world.”
As in nature, the energies of every
thing that is germinated are directed
to the building up and perfecting its
own organizations, and thereby ful-
fillingits own mission in the realms
of animated creations; So in the
spiritual sphere of existence, the
great’ business of ‘“the begotten
again” is to grow, develope and ma-
ture, and in the accomplishment of
these processes to shine as “the lights
of the world.” That which shines
commands the observation and re-
flects its own light" upon all its sur-
roundings, and is as a ‘consequence
as “a city set upon a hill,” it cannot
be hid.' " This is' the duty the chris-
tian ‘owes to the world, the filling of
the. perfect development of his char-
acter asason of God. Itisnot teach-
ing, instruction. © His knowledge
is imperfect and only gained by the
slow process of his spiritual disci-,
pline a9 it displaces his natural ideas
and makes revealed truth compre-
hensible to him.  “The natural man
receiveth not the things of thespirit
of God ; for they are foolishness to
him: neither can he know them be-
cause they are spiritually discern-
ed,”and disciplinealone makes them
comprehensible to the “begotten
again.” All that christians can do
for the world, is to shine before it,
that is illumine and illustrate by
their luminous conduct, the princi-
ples their professionrecognizes.
When the Father sends teachers:
into the world they speak to“it by’
inspiration, as!in the case of the
Prophets, the Son of God and His
Apostles. But the revelation being
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completed for the preliminary age
of the Gospel, the Father is pleas-
ed to complete the education of His
sons before He sends them forth as
teachers of His truth, for every one
whom He gends forth gives utter-
ance to no uncertain sound. Hence
at present we are left under the guid-
ance of the Holy Ghostto beledinto
alltruth, Wearenot atliberty torely
upon human wisdom, learning or
capacity to discover the meaning of
the revelation which was given to
us by the power of the Holy Ghost.
Nor is thers any promise that the
Holy Ghost will “endow any of us
with power from on high” to speak
by inspiration before the blessed
Lord our living head is manifested
¢ in His glory. These being the nor-
[ mal conditions of christian life. It
may become our duty when abnor-
mal conditions supervene, as we
think they do at present, to lift up
our voice of warning when those
who would be recognized as the
faithful teachers of the household
seek to impress the household with
the idea that they have been there-
cipients of a divine preparation to
be its leader and teacher in these
lagt days. When youread such ut-
terances as this—“Ifelt and knew
that it was a baptism for the work,”,
stop and ask yourselveswhether you
recollect any utterances of the.re-
vealed word that leads to the expec-
tation that the Holy Ghost’s func-
tions are to be supplemented by hu-
man agency ? No, my Brethren, the
agency that follows the invisible
agency of the Holy Ghost is that of
the manifested Lord and His Bride,
Itistrue that prior to His manifesta-
tion He may, and undoubtedly is,
personally .directing. the angels in
their gatheritig work; but-it is man-
ifest that His presence and action
now are kept in  this, the limits of
the Holy Ghost’s sphere of invisi-
bility. :
..Aslong as we are in the flesh we
are liable to be led . astray, and we
think our brother errs egregiously in
his extraordinary efforts to be recog-
nized as a special missionary of the
Lord in these last days. It seems
possible “the elect” may deceive them-
selves as well as others.,

"I wish the brethren woyld: take
their Concordance and find.under
the head of Holy;Ghost what is judi-
cated, of Him, and having studied
each passage where His offices’ and
services are,spoken of, ask, ‘them-
selves if ,there. be left any possible
avenue ; through, which the .man
agency, can supplement His work?.

I could say more,on this subject.
“A word to the wise is sufficient.” .
Cfe s it liyue o, Ge B. BTACY.

. [Remarks by the Editor: We pre-
sume that Bro. S.—;would not wish
us to understand him agignoring the
fact that God always. has, and. per-
_haps.always will use, special agents
for. mpecial . work, as for instance
Abraham, Moses, Samson and. Paul,
the “chosen vessel.” These were used
as-long as.they kept humble—*kept
their body. under,” .but if even .a
Moses, .allowed. pride -to overcome
him, he. wouldicease to be the leader
of the Lord’s hosts:..i- . . 1.0 *0 4
, If we rightly understand Bro. S,,
he, wishes :to, guard us:against the
danger of recéiving men’s teachings
or,expositions 'of “the ‘word” because
they, have had a vision or dream.

We heartily. endorse, this. senti-
ment. - *“To:the Law and to the tes-
timony.if they speak not according
to'these it is becaunse there is no light
_ini them,” ino ) matter-if they -had a
thousand.; visions..; We should .not

take an angel’s word unless it could
he sustained as in harmony with the
Bible. If any man be used of the
Spirit as a special vessel he need not
tell anyone of it. It will manifest
itself through his exposition of “the
word.”] ,
——
THE LIRENESS AND THE DIF-
FERENCE,

[The following is an extract from an
editorial in Zion’s - Ilerald (Boston) the
leading organ of the M, E. church of
New lingland.)

That faculty of our moral nature
biy which we ;judge of the quality
of our own acts and the acts of oth-
ers, and which we call conscience,
was given to us of God. Its judg
ment is immediate and decisive
when occasion occurs. Wae cannot
avoid it. The character, the law,
and the acts of our Creator are pass-
ed upon before this personal tribu-
nal in our heart. e cannot avoid
doing this. God knows we must
form these judgments, for he has
given to us this moral nature. We.
cannot call that right, because it is
a divine act, which really shocks our
conscience. . The fact of its being
found in the Bible, if it is abhorrent

| to our moral sense, cannot give it

any different ethical coloring to us.
It is'wrong there and everywhere—
to us. God has given us this faculty,
in order that we should make these
judgments. We cannot help them,
We are not responsible for them.
They flash out there decisions in-
voluntarily to us.

‘In accordance with this common
law of our nitures, men freely ex-
press their judgments in reference
to the divine government over us,
and especially in regard to the sanc-
tions revealed in the Bible as'follow-
ing a persistent breach of the law of
God. They judge of the divine con-
duct towards themselves, as they
would of their own' towards their
children. Théy would not justify
themselves in an' exacting, persig-
ent,  absolutely strict demand of
entire obedience at the hand of the
latter, but would be ‘lenient, forgiv-
ing, patient; forbearing, hopeful'and
helpful.until’the last,, This is' what
their moral ' nature exacts of 'them
towards their children, Have. they
not a right'to'démand the’ same at
thei "hand ' of the Great Heavenly
Fdther?' Nohuman mind could en-
dure:thé' thoughi of the absolute
and."eternal ruin—the protracted,
conscious, exquisite, and hopeless
guffering of thousands upon-thous-
ands of intelligent immortals; " the
moral sense of no saved person-could
enjoy, it.is- affirmed, -the bliss of
heaven, to know that related and
heretofore greatlybeloved friends
were enduring the unmitigated woes
of an'unlimited wretchedness.: Our
ethical natures must be of the-same
character as that of our Creator, for
God has given us ours. He would
not bestow. upon us a moral gense
which .would.apprehend that to be
right whichig in ‘itself wrong, and
conversely.: He knows that all Hig
acts and threatenings must pass in
review before our. own inward ap-
prehensions of justice and righteous-
ness. ' Can He expect that we will
believe in reference to Himself that,
that which shocks' beyond express-
ion our moral apprehension;, is right.
simply: because He has ordained jt?
: ‘We :present the question ' quite
boldly and without qualification’ in
-order -that any- suggestion that' is
‘made: may- cover, if possible, the
lstrongest: aspect of the case. ~ We
ihear, in these:dnys, in our religious

‘universe.

discussions, expressions that would
have been thought blasphemous a
few years since. The divine Law-
giver'and Creator isunceremonious-
ly summoned before the tribunal of
our lower human courts, and His
character and acts are submitted to
asummary judgment. If He treats
His creatures as many believers in
the Bible think He does, e is af-
firmed to be worse than a devil. If
He permits them to enter upon such
a life as ours, the character and cir-
cumstances of their birth largely de-
ciding their moral conditions inspite
of themselves, and then condemns
them, after a life of frightful temp-
tation, with small or no fair oppor-
tunities for moral recovery, to a fear-
ful and hopeless retribution in a life
to come, He is, as these modern re-
ligious philosophers say, simply a
monster., ;. Our own moral natures
rise up involuntarily within us, itis
urged, and repel such an idea of the
infinite Creator and Tather,of the

Now, while a reverent and Churis-
tian believer would hesitate to nse,
such langugge as this, every one may:
safely affirm that some time;and
somewhere every act of God, to
every intelligent soul, will bs made:
to appear, as it relates to the indi-
vidual or universe, absolutely right-
eous. We may not be able to ad-
just all the questionsinvolved, here
and now, but some time God will
justify himself before the moral
sense He has Himself created with-
in us. "It is just as safe and proper,
also, to say that at somepointin the
history of every soul, God’s econo-
my over him and all othersouls will
be made to appear as the reign of
infinite and unqualified love.. God
expects this judgment at the hand/
of every person, for He has given to
all this wonderful faculty of sitting
upon His own acts, and He has re-
vealed Himself both as holy and as
a God of love; not simply merciful
and forgiving, but essential love it-
self.

We cannot look back upon the
history of the race,or even read the
Bible, or gather up the results of our
own observation,and feel that, judg-
ed by our standard, the government
of the world hasseemed exactly just
to individuals and nations. We
cannotreconcile divine impartiality,
with thespecial favorshown tosome
peoples and gome individuals, * *

Amid all these conflicting moral
elements, we readily hold our faith
in both the divine wisdom and love.
The Judge of all flesh will do right.
And God is love. It becomes us,
therefore, to be both modest and
reverent in our expressions of opin-
ion in reference to divine acts to oc-
cur on the other gide of the vail.
We only see now in part. God will
be true to Himself and to our puri-
fied moral sense. Let us not dare
summarily to express, in our ignor-
ance and moral infirmity, a judg-
ment upon Hispossible government
hereafter, beyond the sure word of
prophecy.

ReEMARKS BY THE EDITOR:

.The aboveis evidently the expres-
sion of a noble, honest heart, yearn.
ing and longing for the bright light
of truth to prove to him what the
scriptures claim, that “God is love,”
and “His mercy endureth forever.”
We are glad to think that this broth-
er is one of many who are beginning
to awake to the fact that there must
be gsomething in God’s plan which
they have not yet seen, which will
harmonize His-word and show its

and loving, to be borne outand prov-
ed by his dealings with his creatures.
This Brother, while not alonein his
unrest and disquiet, is comparative-
ly alone in his utterances. Others
think, but seldom speak, and the
above utterances seem to indicate
either a bolder or alarger heart than
the majority of his colleagues pos-
sess. :
When we read such heart throbs
how we wish we could give some of
the consolations of the ‘‘sure word
of prophecy.”. How we .wish for
opportunity to sing to.them “The
Song of Mosesand the Lamb,” and to
gshow tothem that only the few—that
have‘‘cometothe knowledge of truth”
and have “been made partakers of

the Holy Ghost” (the church), only . ;

these have yet had their ¢rialsor
judgment, and that it is a blessed
truth, and eventually will be “glad
tidings of great joy toall people, that
God hath appointed & aay (age) in
the which He will judge (Put on
trial by giving them the clear knowl-.
edge of the truth) the world inright-
eousness by that mdn:whom He
hath afore ordained—Jegus Christ,”
the new man—the ‘‘anocinted Sa-
viour”—head and body. (“Know
ye not that the saints shall judge the
world ?” Ifthey could but see whatis
meant by Peter in Actsiii:21. (**The
heavensmust retain (Jesus)untilthe
times of restitution of all things.”)
and that the very object of Hiscom-
ing is to glorify His Bride and “the
Virgins, her companions that follow
her,” and then through them to
“bless all the families of earth” and
“restore all things”—restore poor fall-
én humanity to its original Auman
perfectness which God declared “very
good,” freeing therufrom all the evils
of Adafn’s transgression and placing
them again where it is possible for
them. to keep a perfect law. Oh,
would that they could see that this
“time [these years] of restitution of
allthings,which Godhath spoken by
the mouth of all the holy Prophets
since the world began,” is the mag-
ic key which unlocks God’s "good-
ness, love, mercy, and justice and
discloses to our enraptured vision
not only ‘“the exceeding riches of
Hisgraceandloving kindnesstoward
us in Christ Jesus,” but that it also
gives us a glimpse of “the depth of
the riches, both of the knowledge
and wisdom of God,” that we might
comprehend with all saints the
height and depth, - length and
breadth, and know the LovE of God
which passeth knowledge.”

But why is it that souls express-
ing such ~longings for truth as the
above, are unwilling [generally] to
hear or investigate our sweet story ?
Alas, they arebound! Creeds made
by fallible men in the Fifteenth to
Seventeenth centuries, who, though
honest, had much of the error, tradi-
tion and darkness of old Papacy
clinging to them, These are the
shackles and chains which bind
men’s consciences and prevent the
reception of truth, or so dilute and
mix it with error as to destroy much
of its power and almost all of its
beauty. Oh, that christians could
realize the liberty whereunto they
are called, and that they would not
be held in bondage toany mannor to
any awritlen creed, nor to any precon-
ceived opinions of their own (an un-
wrttlen creed.) Let us put down no
stakes, saying, thus far will I believe
and no farther, but realize that
the Lord is our shepherd and that
he will lead His sheep day by day
and arrange ways by which things

claim, that God is just and merciful’

both new and old shall be brought
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out of the great treasure-house of
Iis word as meat in due season for
the houschold of faith. Let us re-
member that it is as much our work
to follow as it is the Spirit’s work to
lead us into all truth. “Then shall
we know if we follow on to know the
Lord,” [los. vi:3.] “Stand fast,
therefore, in the lberty wherewith
Christ hath made you free, and be
not again entangled with the voke
OF BONDAGE.”

(Continued from Second Page.)

of the harvest. As Jesus give up the
Nominal church at the close of his
34 years ministry because they
“knew not the time of their visita-
tion, so here too, at the parallel
point of time, 1878, we believe the

up,’ and the “spewing out of His
mouth” [Rev. 1ii] to have begun.
As the Jewish house was ehown
some special favor for 8} years, the
latter half or their covenant week so
we expect gome favor to continue
with the Nominal Gospel church for

3} yearsforuntil the autumn of

1881. Ak with the Jew, a period of

" 33 years of4rouble followed these 7

years of favor, so we understand
there will be upon christendom, so
called, a period of 33 years of trou-
ble—making with the preceding 7
years the 40 yocars of trouble or
“Day of wrath” ending with the
times of the Gentiles in 1914, when
the kingdom of God [soon to be set
up or exalted to power] will have
broken in pieces and consumed all
earthly kingdoms.

Q.—Wonderfully clear all this
seems and how connected ; my loss
has been in not having a thorough
knowledge of thdse time evidrnces of
which you spedk., I foust “gtudy
them up and make them my own
that, as Paul says my faith may not
stand in the wisdom of men but in
the power of God~~His word. (1 Cor.
ii. b.

W.—I am glad to hear yousay so.
In no other way can you fully make
them yours, or have in them such a
basig for faith. Remember as Petor
says the word is to be a “lamp to
our feet,” “a light shining in a dark
place until the day dawn and the
day-star arise in your hearts.” Itis
evident then that no period of walk-
ing by sight comes to us here. We
shall need the lamp all the way
for “we walk by faith, not by sight.”

Q—It speaks clgsewhere of the
“Sun of Righteousness arising with
henling in his wings.” When sunrise
has come we do not nced lamps.
Does not this seem to indicate that
we shall reach a condition whether
by sight or not, where there will be
no need of the light of “the lamp 27
Does not this involve the thought of
faith giving place to sight?

W.—I think not. It is not we
but the Jews who sce the *“Sun of
righteousness arise with healing in
his wings;” and they are told in
connection with it to “remember the
Law of Moses.” (Malachi iv.) On
the contrary, we, with Jesus our head
will constitute that “Sun of right-
eousness,” as Jesus said (Matt.
xiii:43.) speaking of the “harvest” or
end of this age, when the wheat of
the church should be completely
separated from the tares of the same:
“Then shall the righteous shine forth
a8 the Sun in the kingdom of their
Father.”

It is the same thought that is ex-
pressed in Rev. xxi:24 of the New
Jerusalem shining and the Nations
walking in the light of it. Yes it is
a grand thought, that the day so long

expected is near at hand. Notonly
natural Israel but as Paul says: “Tho
whole creation groaneth and travail-
cth together in pain until now,” and
“waiteth for the manifestation of the
Sons of God.” (Rom viii:19 and 22.)
All are now passing through a dark
night of experience with sin, woe and
death ; all creation is sick; they
groan in pain and goon they shall be
delivered. Soon the “Great Physi-
cian”—*the llijah”—“The Sun of
righteousness {the Christ, head and
body) shall arise with Aealing in his
wings.”
“Now the world is full of suffering,
Sounds of woe [all on my cars,
Sights of wretchedness and sorrow
Fill ny eyes with pitying tears,
'Tis the earth’s dark night of weeping,
Wrong and evil trivmph now,
I can wait, for just before me
Beams the morning’s roseate glow.”
Yes, Bro. Q., “when He shall ap-
pear we shall appear with Him in
glory.” We will not be here when
the “Sun” rises. True we arc now
in the dawn, but there is quite a
while between first dawn of day and
the Sun rise, and that is what Peter
means. “We have a more surc word
of prophecy—as a light in a dark
place until the day dawn and the
day star arise in your hearts.” Jesus
is the day star—"The bright and
morning star.”  He must come first
to us before we shine with Him as
“the sun.” And, dear Bro. Q., do you
not sece that thig very thing is now
being fulfilled? To all who recog-
nize Jesus as present it is a fountain
of joy to realize in Him the suve
forerunner of our own glory with
Him, and the great millennial day
of restitution for the world. :
Q—I must confess Bro. W., thatl
Lyour hope is the grandest to which
mortals could aspire. ‘
W.—We could not agpire to such
things. God has crowded these ex-
ceeding great and precious promiscs
upon us; and while I urge that if
interested in this great hope, you
should make it yours, by personal
investigation of the proofs, and rec-
ommend to you the “Day Dawn,”
yet let me suggest that the very ob-
jeet of our heavenly Father in giving
us these exceeding greatand precious
promises, is “that by these ye might
be partakers of the Divine nature.” (2
Peter 2:4.) If we have put on Christ,
let us walk in Him, and walk not
after our own will, but according to
the will of our head, Christ Jesus.

[P Ny g —

“HAVING THEHARPS OFGOD.,”

And I saw as it were a sca of glass,
miugled with fire:  And them that hud
gotlen the victory over the beast, and
over his image, [Omit: “and over his
mark”] andover the number of hisname,
stand on the sea of glass having the
harps of God.,

And they sing the song of Moses the
servant of God, and the song of the
Lamb, saying—Greal and marvellousare
thy works Lord God Almighty ; justand
true are thy ways thou King of Nations
[margin] who shall not fear thee O Lord
and glorify thy name, for thou alone
art holy? For all nations shall come
and worship before thee; for thy judg-
monts [rightecous acts] are made mani-
fest.” Rev. xv: 2: 4.

The question has often been asked:
who sing this song and when? The
most commonly received answer
perhaps has been :  This is the sec-
ond or great company who come up
through the great tribulation and
they sing this song during the_ time
of trouble. We think this incorrect
and wigh to express a different view.

Firgt. It cannotbethesecond com-
pany because these have gotten the

Viclory over the Beast and Image,

have remained

elc. (Asto what these symbolize,sec
first article in Waren Tower Janu-
ary 1880.) The trouble with the
mass of Christians is that they are
in bondage to this beast and image.

The sccond company never get the
Victory over them and apparcntly
do not recognize their true character
until they are overthrown by the
judgments of the “day of wrath,”
when the “Beast and false prophet
arc cast into the lake of fire,” they
still worship them and it is not until
their power is gone that they recog-
nize their overthrow as of God and
say “Il'ruc and righteous are his
judgments: for he hath judged the
great harlot.” (Rev. xix: 2.) Not
these are the Victors, but they who
now stand out free while The Beast
and Image arc ruling and enslaving
all who profess the name of Christ
with their man-made creeds, and are
Lording it over God’s heritage.

Secondly. This scene occurs be-
fore the pouring out of the vials of
wrath for the angels are seen with
the “seven vials full” (vs. 7.)

As we proceed to analyze thesong,
I think you will recognize it as the
very song of Restitution which we
ging. Then too you will see how
none who bow to the dccrees of or-
thodoxy, so called, can sing it being
hindered and chained by theircreeds,
until they get the Victory over them.

“I saw a seaas it were of glass”—
Sea symbolizes people of the world,
ag it were of glass, shows that their
condition is easily recognized by
those who stand. on or above them.
The Victors, we and all who can
sing this song, we believe to be the
Victors. We see the sea (people)
mingled with fire, [judgments.] We
believe that this fire [trouble] has
been mingling or coming among the
people since 1873, and that it is to
coutinue until 1914, Though pity-
ing them we cannot stop to weep for
our hearts are filled with joy by the
unfolding before us of the Word and
plan of God, and our mouths are
illed with the song of Restitution
saying: “Great and marvellous are
‘thy works Tiord God Atmighty; just
and Lrue are thy ways thou King of
Nations.” Who but those sooing,
that thero isia Lo bo a “restitution of
all things” can say or think God’s
ways with the Nations “just and
truo?” Look back to the elaughter
of great nations—The Amorites,
Amelelites, ITitites, Jeobuzites, olc.,
without evor giving them a c}mn'co
to know Him, whom to know is life
oternn). Considor these dealings of
(od and none can do more than try
in o feoblo way to excuso God's ac-
tion by saying that thoso.woro wicked
people,’ forgotting that ‘wickedness
can only oxist where thero is law
and n knowledgo of good.

Who could do more than atlempt
an oxcuse for the dostruction of
Sodom, whon Jesua snys th‘ntllf His
utighty works dono ampug‘tho Jows
had been done in Sodom “it wéuld
until this day.”
[Matt. xi, 23.] It could not bo oXx-
cuged—-Qod don’twant us to excuse
Him, .
“God is is own inlerprol_or‘

And ho will make it plain
if. wo will only let Ilim, and not
bind -ourselves with creods so that
wo dare not beliove what 1lis word
tolls us, when wo road that 5(.]105{)
sawo Sodomites aro to bo restorod—
broght back to “their former estate’’
and under tho now covennnigiven to
Isrnol “'as  daughtlers” for instruc-
tion in tho noxtagoe. [Ilizck, xvi,
48-63.] Only we, who sco theso
beautics of Qod’s plan, can truly say

—“Just and true are thy ways, thou
King of Nations.”

Again, as we sing our song we say
“Who shall not fear Thee, O, Lord,
and glorify thy name, for thou only
art holy ?” and our christian breth-
ren hold up their hands in horror
saying, “That’s almost universal-
ism!”" “According to orthodox be-
lief nine out of every ten shall not,
either in this life, or hereafter glor-
ify God’s name.” DBut we reply:
“There is one Mediator between God

and man, the man Christ Jesus, who
gave himself a ransom for all men, to

be testified in due time.” When in
the millennial age, God’s duc time for
testilying it to the world—to every
man—shall have come, we belicve
that almost all will fear and glorify
Him and love Him, too. What they
lack is knowledge:

“If all the world my Saviour knetv, v
Then all the world would love Him too.”

Who bul ourselves, believes the
next clause? “All nations shall
come and worship before Thee.”
Not, those who think that all but a
very few are gone to hell torment
forever. Not those, either, who be-
lieve that all are annihilated except
the saints. Nor yet, those who be-
lieve in a partial restitution,and that
the living nations only are to come
and worship God in the next age.
No, none of these can or do sing this
song. Only we, can sing it in full—
a“Restitution of allthings which God
hath spoken by the mouth of all the
holy prophets.” Even the Sodom-
ites of whom no remnant was left
when “fire came down from heaven
and destroyed them all.” “All nations
shall come and worship before
Thee,” “Tby-judgments [righteous
acts] are made manifest.” We can
see In the unfolding of the great
plan that God’s dealings are all
righteous, and just, and we can make
it manifest to all who are not so
blinded by traditions of men that
the word of God is made to them of
none effect.

“Judge not the Lord by feeble sense,
But fruat Him for His prace ;

Bohind n frowning providoncs
1Tohides a smiling facu.'

Yes, doar brethren and slsteta, we
havo to somo-cxtent at lenst gottoh
the victory over the Beast and hia
image, otc. The son[i}ia ours and
we aro singing it ut you sx‘:’y
whore aro our “Ilarps of God”—1Vo
haven't got the harpa yet ?° Yes, wo
havo; it 18 called ““I'he word of God”
and Jsaiah,Jeremiah, Daniel, David,
Job, Mases and ull the Prophecies
are but gtrings to our harpj they
only require keying up and thoy
will produce the sweetest harmony
to this “Song of Moses 'and the
Lamb,” for nssl’otcr says God hath
spoken of tho restitution by the
mouth of all these holy Prophetd
(Acts iii, 21.)

Then tune up your harps, dearly
beloved, and sing. aloud. out. glad
song of “Jubilee.” Sing to yourdear
frionds who love Qod, dospite what
gooms to them his injustice.. But if
thoy will not hear sing to the world.
It.will \be a “Bow of promise” to
thom when thoy go further down
into tho timo of trouble. And if
you cannot do this sing it loudly in
your own heart.. It will lj(oyvund
comfort bring you, to think of our
Tather's Jovo and realizo that “Iis
mercy endureth forover.” " (’s.136.)
It will open and warm your heart

and enrich it with love, both for your
Juther and for thoso wixo aro the ob-

jects of His caro and lovo.
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RESTITUTION—FOR WHOM ?

Restitution signifies the restoring
of a thing which was lost. You
might give a person anythbing,
whether he had once possessed it or
not; butit would be quite iinproper

- to call it restoring unless he had once
possessed and then lost it.  The
human family once possessed a per-
fect mental, moral and physienl
nature as represented in the person
of Adam their head.  Beautiful and
majestic in form, God-like in the
mentad and moral qualities of his
peing (in God’s image) and com-
missioned to be the King or (od
over all earthly ereatures (“In our
likeness let him have dominion over
the bensts, foul, fish,” ete) he
stands  before us the picture of
human perfection. 1le passes the in-
spection of the great Jehovah andis
pronounced a *very good” man.
{Ie was not a God—no it had not
been God’s purpose to make another
God, but o man: *‘Let ug make man
in our image.” We should not sup-
pose thatto be mentally and morally
in God’s image means that we will
have the same mental and moral
capacity; but, our justice, merey,
love, truth, and powers of reasoning,
deciding ete., while limited in
capucity are thesame in kind, asthe
justice, love etc., of God, so that he
cun say to us: “ Come let us reason
together.”

But before Adam had ever lenrned
to use his powers fully, sin entered,
and death followed, degrading and
destroying by its various agencies of
sickness and vice the once noble
form, and the perfection of his in-

. tellectual and moral fuculties.

We have seon that God foresaw

_-the-yecessity: of . this-victery of evil
_over man, that he:might learn for-

. ever the lesson, that sin and death
igo hand in hand and both are his

_enemies; while obedienze to God
and \life and happinese are indisolu-
bly connected, and that God is hig
true and best friend. We see God;
the loving IFather permitting evil
for man’s good and taking advan-
tage of its presence to prove to-man
His unalterable -character,  the ex-
ceeding sinfulness of 8in,” ‘" the
Justice of. His Laws, The boundles-
ness of His mercy, “The exceeding
riches of His grace,” and “the great
Love wherewith Ile loved. us,” b
redeeming us from all sin through
Jesus Christ. We have seen too,
how that as through one man’s dis-
obedience the -muny were  made
sinners, 80.by the obediencu of one
shall the many be made righteous,”
(just) (Rom. xix.) and that in .His
due time. God intends to bring all
men back to the condition of per-

fect manhood where they will-again
be *very guod.” TAis is restitution,
the restoring to mankind of the
power, qualitics, and things lost

through the first Adam. .

We next inquire who will be re-

stored, and answer all of ‘Adam’s

family except**I'ne Bride” of Christ,

“fhe Virgins her companion’s fol-

low lier,” and the few who-commit
the unpardonable sin, sinning wil-
fully, after that they have received
the knowledze of the truth,and who
count the blood of the covenant
wherewith they were sanctified an
unholy thing. [Heb. x, 26-29.)
These three classes have made a cov-
endnt with God by which they re-
nounded their rights to the benefita
of restitution and the perfect fleshly
sonditién. They declare that they
will take up their cross and follow
Jesus. Instead of living with the

world they will become deud Lo the
world, Instead of of expecting n res-
titution of the flesh they agree to
crucify the flesh. Why do they
make this covenant? Because of
the joy set before them in God’s part
of the covenant, which iy, that il
they thus die with Jesus to all earth-
ly interests they shall be joint-
heirs with him to a heavenly in-
heritance. 1f with Him we give
up and erucily the hwman nature, we
shall be made partakers with Him
of the divine nature. Those who do
not enter this covenant to crucily
the human nature retain it; and will
be raigsed and restored to human
perfection.  Another thought is
that now is the the time to sufler and
die with Him. It eannot be done
in the next age. MWor there is no
death there, neither sorrow nor suf-
fering—for the former things are
passed away. This is the apge of sin
and evil and erncifying; the next
will be for Glory and Restitution.
[Rev. xxi,4.] True, the restored
family may come to the fountain
and drink of the river of water of
life freely, have anabundant supply
ol their life, yet it will be dilterent
from having nnmorality as v foun-
tnin of life, “springing up in you” go
that you will never thirst, neither
need come to that river to refresh
yourseif or to continue your life.

So it is written, “Il' we sulfer
[death] with Him, weshall also reign
with [fim.”  “If we be dead with
Him we shall live with Him,” “If
we suffer with Him, we shall be glo-
rified together.” When ?—answer
—“Being made conformable unto
[Tis death ; If by any means I might
attnin unto the [chief or first] resur-
rection from amongthedead.“Ding.”
Phik 1ii, 10.  From the wonsent wo
enter into this covenant of death
and life—sguffering and glory with
God, we begin the work of crucify-
ing the human nature and God be-
gins also at the same time to devel-
op inus the divine nature by im-
parting to us the Holy Spirtt. Once
entered into, the covenant or agree:;
ment. ia ynalterable the matter,is
fixed and senled. ‘“Who hath also
sealed us, and given the carnest of
the Spirit in our hearts.” [2 Cor.i,
22,1 We can never liave part: with
the world in the restitution because
by our covenant wo have a aban-
doned the Awinan nature; the ques-
tion with us now is, shall we con-
tinue to develdpe our ‘new nature
(which now is but an embryo condi-
tion] until at our birth [yresnrrcc-
tion or translation] we come forth
“gpiritual bodies” like unto Christ’s
glorious body.”

Who will develope, this higher
nature—many or few of those who
enter the covenant? - We answer:
All of themi,except thoso who open-
Ty ignore the value of the “blood of
t{e'covennnt wherewith they were
sanctified,” i. e. set aside and ignore
tho value of Christ’s death—aa their
ransom or purchase and wo believe
this will be a gmall number.

So to speak, Jesus enters the cov-
enant for us, e apgrees to guaran-
teo that our part of the conlract
shall be fulfilled. All such senled
ones are set-apart, fromthe world and
dealt with differently; even n5 our's
is a different hope and calling from
the world’s. e have been begotten
of God, are now in our embryo con

dition; and all will ultimately come
to birth in His likeness who abide
under the blood of the covenant,
but if any of these members of “the
household of faith" go forth from
their house upon which is the blood'

of the Paschal Lamb, these will be
destroved.,  (Ix. xii, 22-28.)

We see then, that the only ones
who do not reach the birth [resurrec-
tion] among all who are beguiten
and sealed by the Spirit are those
who renounee the “blood of the cov-
enant” and  withdraw themselves
from ity protection, they sinagainst
light, knowledge, and against the
Spirits direction and leading there
fore it ig called “The sin against the
Holy Ghost which hath never forgiv-
ness.”

Aside from these, the entire house-
hold of faith being begotten of the
Spirit are all, children of God; and
ave all ultimately to reach his like
ness. “Ie who begun the good work
in us will complete «t.”” But there will
be a dillerence in our positions ac-
cording to the way in which we“run
the race sct before us.”  All who
run will ultimately reach the end of
the race, but the prize, of our ligh
calling in Christ Jesus will be ob-
tained only by those who “so run
that they may obtain.” This prize is
to be the Dride of Christ, to be made
one with Him, and therelore, to “Sit
with Him in His throne” and to
“inherit 0] things.” 5

In what way, do we hecome over-
comers and gain the victory, and
win the prize of being part of the
Bride? By presenting our bodies
a living gacrifice, by crueifying our
fleshly will and nature, becoming
dead, so that our own will, will
neither be known nor done by us, but
in everything we must scek to know
and do the will of Christ. When
dead, you will seck to eat, drink,
talk and be clothed, not asthe world
might dictate, nor your own tastes
desire, but according to the best in-
formation you can olilain of the wikk
of God concerning you. This is-a
hard ‘'work and it involves much
piin to the old nature to be thus
crucified and ignored. It is so dif-
ficult a task that we never could ac-
complish it unaided. DBut we hear
‘the voice of Ilim that saith; “My
grace is suflicient for thee.” “Seek
and yo shall find.”  “This ig the
ivictory that overcometh the world,
‘even your faith.” According to our
faith in God we draw suppliey of
strength. We desire to overcome,

we become daily “more ﬁlléd"uﬁi{th
the new divine nature thé- vie'ory
over the old nature becomes more
easy. Thig is the first company,
the bride—the hbody. Like thewr
thead, Jesug they have been willing
serifices. 4

The second or great.company are
of the household also. They have
made the covenant'to die, but poor
frail humanity shrihks from becom-
ing a “speckled bird,” a tgrget for
this world’s sneers andy ridieule.
They love the favor of :Godsandl; the
favor of man also. They réstrain
themselyes from presumptiidiyg'sins.,
and console, themselves'thit they
gue far better than manys others,
iThey have not the power of faith to
lay hold of God’s promised assist-
ance. “How ean ve believe who re-
ccive honor one of anothier and seek
not, the honor that cometh from
God” only.”  (Matt, v:44) Thus
“through fear of death they are all
their lifetime subject to bondage ;”
these will be freed from their bond-
nge soon; they are to go into the
time of trouble, be “delivered over
to Batan (the adversary) for the de-
struction of the flesh (which they
wonld not willingly erucify) that the.
apivit may be saved.,” They love

the present world, to some extent,

|
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'we scek his grace, we find'it and ‘as;

therefore do not overcome it. Dut
Jesus, who beeame thesurety for all
belicvers, will not suffer the Divine
nature begun in them to heconie ex-
tinet, .

. Oh, how great and loving is the
plan of God.  How grand the pros
pect of restitution for the world, to
the likeness of Perfect Karthly man,
But how much grander our hope of
being clevated from this to thenew
ereation.” Who would not lay aside
every weight, and run with patience
for the prize of our high calling in
Christ Jesns.

Correspondet;ls' Questions.

Bro. R—In what sense do yon
consider Christ our substitute?
Since you believe that when the

up their flesh life as Christ gavegp®™
hig, they needed nosubstitute. And
since the sinner will die the second
death it cannot be that he has a

substitute,

Ans—I seldom usgthe word sub-
stitute now because ﬁﬁ% g8 not oceur
in ouy English ugnslatfon of the
Bible, I prefer to usﬂg‘ﬁ'{th’e* iible words
purchase and ransom §ljeh menn ex-
actly the same thing.” All men were
sinners through Adum’s disobedi-
ence. The seeds of sin and its
result death had been sown inour
race and we daily beecame more
weakand sinful.  All must die, and
the process—*dying thou shalt die”
is in progress. There is no way by
which we can keep ourselves alive,
much less make ourselves alive when
we become entirely dead. We can
never justify ourselves to life conse-
quently can never live again.

At this juncture Jesus steps in—
Does he get asidg the Fatlier’s law
whickiadcond
race 6 death 7. ‘No, but recognizing
death- as the righteous penalty of
sin ; he paid that penalty for us.
Being, “without sin,” “holy,” “un-
defiled,” he was not linble to the
penalty of sin—death, He had a
perfect right to continue his earthly
life forever; but instead he gave it
for i. e. instead of ours that had
been forfeited. Sothat now God can
give back perfect natural life to the
whole race, and he declares that he
will do so in His “due time,”  Thus
did Jegpsmake himself “a propitia:
tion—[satisfaction] for our sins, and
not, for ours only, but also for the
sins of .the whole world, so, that, as
death, passed upon all the human
race through Adam, life is to be re-
stored to allin “the times of restitu-
tion of all things,” because Jesus
Christ “gave himself ¢ ransom for ail
men.” .

Jesus informs His church of the
purchase. and tells them that soon
all will be restored, hut offers to ad-
mit them to the Spiritual plane of
life if they will now frecly give up
the natural Jife-—make a sacrifice of
it: They conld not offer «sacrifice of
their natural life until it was pur-
chased for them, because they were
already dead, Jesus purchased our-
lives, then hands them to us saying:
Do what you wish with thein—here
is the great pyjze, if you crucify
yourselves. . _.And we do so gladly
for the .prize set before us in the
Gosgpel—DXFor ye were bought with a
price, even the precious blood of
Christ. = ; :

What about the sinner who will
die the second death? We answer,
the fact that he djes the second death
on account of -his own sins is clear
proof that he must have been
raricomed from the first death which

wag the result of Adam’s sin,

Saints are made immortal they giveﬁg ‘

fed-adl the-sinful -
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