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The numerous sacrifices and ob-
servances of the Mosaic Law as re-
corded in the first five books of our
bible were given in minute detail
and observed with scrupulous ex-
actness; not because there was really
any good in them, “ for by the deeds
of the law shall no flesh be justified
in God’s sight,” and “the blood of
bulls and goats could never take
away sin,” but these were used as
pictures or shadows of realities
which were future. (Heb. i. 10) The
amount of reliance which can be
placed in the accuracy of these pic-
tures can be judged from the strict-
ness with which the Jews were
obliged to obey them, and the se-
vere penalties (generally death) ad-
ministered in case of violation ; and
also from the words of our Lord;
“One jot or one tittle shall in no
wise pass from the Law until all be
fulfilled ” (Matt. v. 18).

This being true, how anxious
should we be to closely read the
meaning of these pictures which re-
quired years for their exccution, and

which shadow forth minutely all|

the various features of the work of
at-one-ment between God and all
ginners.

It is not all one picture but there
are quite a number. We find them,
so {o speak, all grouped together.
There are usually three or four pic-
tures to each group, related to each
other as boing views of the same

subject from various standpoints of
obscrvation ; and then all the vari-
ous groups of subjects arc related to
cach other, and when all are proper-
ly arranged before our mental vis-
ion, each shows some special feature
of the work of atonement and each
adds value to the other. But why
the mixture—why not told in plain
words that all might understand?
For the same reason has the spirit
chosen to cover and hide beauties of
truth under these types that he has
in the book of Revelation and else-
where hidden truth under symbols,
i. e., that it might be known only as
it becomes due, and then only to
those “ to whom it is given to know
the mysteries of the kingdom, but
to those that are without (not dis-
ciples) all these things arcspokenin
parables” and symbols and tvpes.
Luke: viij. 10.  Let us, asking. wiss
dom of Him who giveth liberally,”
endeavor to arrange before our
minds some of these picturcs and
try to drink in their true meaning
and thercby be refreshed.

Anointing the High-Priest

This, under the “ Law,” was the
ceremony for the installation to
God’s service as high-priest. The
form is described in Exod. xxix and
Lev. viil. Aaron was anointed to
his office with a peculiar oil not used
on any one except the high-priest.
and not lawful for any to have or to
make under penalty of death.
Bxod. xxx. 25-32. This doubtlcss
typified the Holy Spirit.

For this scrvice Aaron was
washed and attired in the holy gar-
ments of “glory and of beauty.”
Exod. xxviii. Then the anointing
oil was poured upon his nead. Thus
was Jesus, our igh-Priest, robed
and anointed. He necded not the
washing as did the type, for he was
holy, barmless, undefiled.” The
linen “ coat” represents him as pure
and rightcous; the girdle is the sym-
bol of a scrvant; the linen girdle
showing him to be a “ rightcous ser-
vant.” The robe of bluc of one piece
shows his heavenly nature (blue is
the color of the peaceful heavens).
The Ephod, made of two separate
pieces, suspended the ouc before
and the other bebind him by two
golden clagps which rested upon his
shoulders, representing, we think,
the two groat covenants, the front one

‘the Abrahamic and the back one
the “now ” covenant. These, though
separate and distinet, are both seen
to be dependent on him for their
support and accomplishment. (It
should be rememberc.d that we are
in him heirs of glory, not under the
‘“new covenant,” which is still fu-
ture, but in the “ Abrahamic cove-
nant.”) They were made of “ gold,
blue, purple, scarlet and fine twined
linen,” representing the blessings
contained in those covenants: gold
—agpiritual blessings; blue—heav-
enly pcace; purple—rovalty of
earth; scarlet—the unchangeable
character of the covenant (scarlet
was regarded as the most enduring
of all colors); and linen—that
righteousness was onc of the condi-
tions. As there was “none right-
sous ” but Jesus, humanity would
%a‘};!'fve, ailed to be benefited by these
glorious covenants had not God
“laid help upon one who was
mighty.” Both covenants would
have fallen to the ground had not
the golden clasp given them a rest-
ing on him.

There was a “ curious girdle” of
the same materials as the ephod,
which bound these two pieces (cove-
nanis) to him around the waist.
This designates him a servant of a
‘“curious ” or peculiar kind; a ser-
vant combining the various qualities
expressed by the gold, blue, purple,
scarlet and linen. Yes, he was the
Royal servant the * messenger (scr-
vant) of the covenant.”

Over the front part of the ephod
was the breastplate; It was suspend-
ed by a golden chain from the gold
clasp of his shoulders and was fas-
tened to the ephod below by a lacer
through golden rings—this fastening
being so concealed underneath, that
to the observer it might appear to
be part of the ephod. This breast-
plate reprcsen'\ts beautifully The Mosa-
tc Law. It is not a part of the Abre-
hamic covenant “ It was added.”
Gal. iii. 18. As the Jew regarded
them, not seeing the hidden connee-
tion, the covenant to Abraham and
“the law which was 430 ycars aiter”
were all one.  But Paul shows that
God according to the covénant in-
tended to justify all in his “seed.”
The Law cmblem, was one of the
most beautiful of the High Priests

garments, made ofthesame materials

as the ephod. Tt had in it, sel in
gold,twelve preciousjewels, in which
were engraved the names of tho
twelve tribes. It was bound on his
heart, indicating that he was able to
carry the Law as a covering of his
inmost affeclions and that as abreast-
plate of righteousncss,” it covered
him. “The Law of his God wag in his
heart.” Psa. xxxvii. 31. That which
condemned allotherswas his pleasure,
“I delight to do thy will, O my God:
yea thy law is within my heart.”

Psa. x1. 8.
This breastplate was two spans

long and one wide foldea in tho
middle so it really was a span long
and a span wide double. 'The size—
a span indicating that the law was
the full measure ot a perfect man—
his ability. [Jesus was the only
perfect man who ever kept “The
Law.” DBeing double, of the same
size and #hrge measure represents
the Jewish and Gospel ages. TFast-
ened at™the fold or centre to the
golden clagps illustrates how his
cross—his death—was the dividing
point and how we are “justified in
him from all things.” 8o that borne
by him we are in God’s sight justifi-
ed. It illustrates too what we have
found frequently elsewhere taught,
viz: That the two ages are of equal
size and equal measure.” The Jew-
ish, a perfect type or picture of this
age.

The breastplate was studed with
jewels sct in gold represcntative of
the true Israel. *“They shall be
mine saith the Lord in the day that
I come to make up my Jewels.”
Thus fastened in gold—imbedded
gpiritually in Jesus we his jewcls,
have “ Therighteousness of the Law
fultilled in us.” Rom viii. 4. Aaron
as he stood forth clothed in these
“ garments of beauty and glory”
was & beautiful figure of our High-
Pricst who appeared among men
clothed by the Father with power
and authorily, as his representative

to carry out his covenant promises.
Ashestood there,beside him stood

'the animals for sacrifice showing

that the sacrifices were as much a
part of God’s pre-arranged plan as
the covenants or any other feature.
He was anointed with oil as Jesus
was “Anointed with the oil of glad-
ness above his fellows.” “He giveth
not the spirit by measure unto him.”
John saw and bore record that Our
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Iligh-Priest wasthusanointed. (Jno.
i. 32. Lukeiv. 1.) Theholy oil was
poured upon the head but “ran down
even to the skirts of his garments.”
(Psa. exxxiii. 2.)—thug representing
how we, the members of iis body, are
allto be partakers of thesame anoint-
ing after our head. This oil began
to reach the body on the day of Pente-
cost and flows on down the ages
anointing all who are truly his—
covered by his robes.

The sous of Aaron—*“his house”
represents us — “ whose house are
we 7 —as they were washed and
clothed in a linen coat and girdled,
we are taught that if we be of his
house we are justified thereby and
reckoned of God—LRighteous. They
had bonnets while Aaron had none,
(He wore a mitre on his forchead
and a gold crown inscribed “ 1loli-
ness to the Lord.”) Theirheads were
coverad to illustrate that they were
not the head, but “ under authority ;”
iltustrating how God gave Christ “to
be the head over all things to the
church which is his body.” 1 Cor. 1.
22 and iv. 15.

They were girdled ghowing that
we are servants under him and reck-
oned as anointed in him.

Aaron as he stood robed and an-
ointed represented the entire chureh,
head and body — Jesus and his
church. “ The seed” in whom “all
the families of the 18arth shall be
blessed.” They are covered with
the covenants and authority of their
position and anointed for their work.
But remember, the anointing oil
must flow down and cover every
member of the body and this re-
quires the entire gospel age for its
accomplishment,

Consecrating the Priests.

This work under the Law (Lev.
viii. 14:38.) was typical of a work
done for and by our Iigh Priest and
those who are members of his body
or family. It illustrates our entire
consecration—how Jesus was obedi-
ent, even unto death and how all
who are his must be crucified with
him,

The bullock for the sin offering was
brought “and Aaron and his sons
laid their hands upon the head” of
it. Thussaying, this sacrifice repre-
sents us. Ifrom that moment, all
that happenced to the bullock—rep-
resents what was to be done to Jesus,
and his body—the church. The
bullock is delivered up to “the Law "
—(represented by Moses) to meet
its demands. To thus meet the de-
mands of the law it must be slain,
‘“ And Moses slew it.” Then he ap-
plies the blood to the horns of the
altar. The *“finger” of the ** Law?”
thus pointed out that the altar of
earthly sacrifices was acceptable to
God by reason of the shed Dblood
(the life given), and that all who
realize the power of the altar (horng
are symbols of power), must recognize
Jirst the blood which sanectified it.

The blood poured at the bottom
of the nltur doubtless represents that
through his blood spilt, (life given)
even the Farth was purchased back
from the curse which sin brought
upon it. (Sce Kph. i. 14, “Unto
the  redemption of the purchased
possession.”)

And Moses took the bullock, his
hide, flesh, &e., and burnt them with
fire without the Camnp. (Ver. 17.)
Thus Jesus frecly gave himself up
and submitted to entire destruction
of the flesh. Though his flesh was
holy, harmless, undefiled, yet he
was ““ made a sin offering on our be-
half;” (2 Cor, v. 21. “Diaglott”) and
his flesh suflered the destruction,
which otherwise would have come
upon all men. And we, if we would
beindeed members of his body must
share with him the ignominy,

_But while the flesh, &e., was de-
stroyed for sin, God aceepts of, first,

the blood (life), and gecond, parts of

the inward life-producing organism
and the fat, representative of love. In
the sacrifice God recognizes the love
that promptsthesacrificeand though
the law took a part and burnt it,
vet it must offer the balance as unto
the Lord. It shows too that love
and obedience to God were the mo-
tives that prompted the sacrifice
“Lo, I come to do thy will O God.”
I delight to do thy will O my God.”

There are two Rams.  These botn
represent as did the dullock, Christ
Jesus and his body, the Church, but
are different pictures and cyll ecur
attention to other features of the
same sacrifice. ‘

First as a burnt offering: Aaron
and his song laid their hands upon
its head ; it represents them. Itis
killed, its blood sprinkles the altar,
and Moses “cut the ram into pieces,
and washed the inwards and legs
in water,” and “burnt the head and
the pieces and the fat.” Thus Jesus
and his church—head and bedy are
being presented during the entire
Gospel Age before God on the altar
—the head was laid there first, and
since all who are * dead with him,”
(Col. ii. 20, and 2 Tim, ii. 2.) ave
“cleaned by the washing of water
through the word,” and are reckon-
ed as with him on the altur before
God; its being burnt on the altar
ghows how God accepts this “asa
sweet smelling savor ™ or perfume.

The second ram—*‘of consecration”
—shows what effect the sacrifice
will have upon us, as the first show-
ed how God received it. Aaron and
his sons laid their hahds upon its
heand—it represented them. And
Moses slew it, and took its blood—
(eonsecrated life) and put it upon each
separately—(Consecration igan indi-
vidual work—we must each stand
forth and be conscerated to God.)
And he putit upon the tip of the
right ear; thumb of right hand and
great toe of right foot. Thus by our
consecration, we are enabled to have
the “hearing of fuith’ and appreciate
God’s promiges as none but the con-

.

secrated can, Our hands arc conse-
crated so that whatsoever our hands
find to do, we do it with our might
(right) as unto the Lord. Our feet
are conseerated so that henceforth
we “walk not as other gentilus,” but
“walk in newness of life,” “walk Ly
fuith,” “walk in the spirit,” “walk
in the light,” and even “asye re-
ceived Christ, so walk in him.”

Tae choice portions of the ram,
inwards and lat, representing our
best powers and all our inward and
outward (fat) aflections, are taken in
our hands, and weved, passed to and
fro, before the Lord, representing
the fuet that a consecrated offering
i3 not given the Lord for themoment,
or day, or year, but continually we
keep our affections and powers up-
lifted before our Father never ceas-
ing until accepted of him as having
finished our course. And Moses
took them ofl their hands, God’s ac-
ceptance heing shown by fire.  Fat
probably typifies Love. When the
love of our inmost being is laid npon
the altar, it helps to increase the fire
of (jod's acceptance, The morelove
(fat) there is connected with our
consecration to God, the more quick-
ly will it be accepted by Him as en-
tire conseeration.

Upon this wave oflering, while in
their hands, was laid three cakes
from a basketful which they were to
cat(representative of ull their bread.)
Tt was nccessary that these three—
the unleavened cake, the cake mingled

with oil, and the wafer, made of

flour and honey and anointed with
oil—should be wpon and thus recog-
nized as rendering acceptable our
offering. By these we acknowledge
Chirist, as-we present oursclves to
the Father; by the first we acknowl-
edge the purity (no leaven) of “The
man, Christ Jesus.” The second
calie mingled with oil shows him as
our IMigh-priest, “flled with the Spirit”
(oil). The third wafer shows our
appreciation of Him as our Glorified
Lord. (Wafer made of fine flour
mingled with Zoney, sweets of para-
dise.)

These acknowledgments of ITim
are necessary to the aceeptance of
our consecration,

And upon him as our heavenly food
—manna we his priests feed during
the gospel age. [The cakes were
only warmed but not burned—living
bread, “of which a man may eat.”
(Godneverallowed honey to be used in
sacrifice. [Lev.ii.27 There wasno
leaven in any of these cakes—* He
knew no 8in.”)

The anointing oil mingled with the
blood of consecration was sprinkled
over them [Ver 30], showing how
we may know that our consecration
is aceepted. 1Jno. v. 8, says: “There
are three that bear record [witness]:
the spirit and the water and the
blood, and these threc agree in one”
[testimony]. And here are the three
in the type bearing harmonious tes-
timony that these consecrated ones
are nceepted in the beloved. Water

is the symbol of the “word” [“wash-
ing of water by the,;word.”] And
in the type Moses takes the place of
water as representing ‘ The Law,”
the oil representing The Spirit, and
the blood representing “theprice of our
peace. So through the word’s testi-
mony the blood is applied and with
it comes the Spirit—sealing us sons
of God and joint heirs with Jesus
Christ our Lord.

The boiling [Ver, 81, of the flesh
of consecration was no part of the
sacrifice, it wasmercly the preparing
of the vortion which they ate, It
was all to be disposed of [Ver, 32.]
showing how we are entirely conse-
erated and none of our time or pow-
ers wasted—all used as consecrated.

The seven days of consecration
[Ver. 33 and 35,] shows again that
we are consecrated to God’s service,
not a part of our time only, but all
of it, for seven is the complete num-
ber in scripture and signifies all or
the whole of whatever it is applied
to. (“Seven Seuls,” “Trumpets,”
“ Plagues,” “Stars,” &e) Vs, 36
shows the completion of the work
of consecration.

There never was, perhaps, a time
when it was more neecessary than
the pregent, for sceing to it that we
“Dbe dead with him,” and our every
ability waved before Him that he
muy accept and make use of our
talents to His glory. Tspecially is
it of intercst to ws to examine if it
be true (as we believe) that very
sonn gll the members of the body will
be accepted with the head—a sweet
savor, and all the members be consecrat-
ed and the work finished. Andif we
fail to be among the priests now dur-
ing the time of consecartion, we can-
not expect to be one with them when
they begiu their service for the people
in the “ages to come”—when these
same Priests (now despised of men
but a “sweet savor to God.”) shall

have the title of King added, and
with their head—Jesus, rule and.

bless all nations. Do you wish to be
amongst those who shall sing to the
praise of our great ITigh Priest?
“Thou hast made us unto our God
Kings and Priests and we shall reign
on the Iarth.” If so, be fully con-
secrated now, for “ If we suffer with
him we shall also reign with him.”
Tim. . 12.

A Plain Way of Stating It.

ITere is o sentiment from a man
of God, who was never thought to
be either fanatical or heterodoxical :
“Any man who doecs not desire
Chriatian perfection, and who docg
not constantly make it his aim to
attain it, may set it down as de-
monstrably certain that he has no
true religion.”

These are the words of Albert
Barnes,  We hardly know of any
more emphatic or radical statement
concerning Chuyistinn perfection than
this. Had it come from some mod-
ern preacher of holinesgs, or “high
priest of sanctifieation,” it would
have been thought extremely ultra,
and inexcusably uncharitable.
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" THE SOULPTOR.

I saw a sculptor all intent
Upon his marble white,

And all bis energies were bent
To mould it day and night.

With mallet hard, and tools of strength,
And many strokes severe,

The block was made to feel at length
That skillful hands were near.

And I beheld a child look on,
And gaze with wondering eye;

She saw the splinters, one by one,
In all directions fly:

The doubts that filled that simple mind
Were hard to understand,

Like curious things that children find
Upon the ocean’s strand.

The marble chips, at every stroke,
Were scattered one by one,
When childish doubt broke out and
© spoke,
“ Father, why waste the stone?”
“Tt is,” he said, in accents mild,
“ By strokes and heavy blows,
That as the marble wastes, my child,
The more the statue grows.”
—Selected.

Province of Faith.

The province of faith is to appre-
hend truth. Truth is independent;
error is a perversion of truth. To
Leiieve a lie, never makesit true, but
is a fraud on one’s self. To believe a
truth, does not make it true; to dis-
believe it, cannot destroy it. It is
independent of us, but we are de-
pendent on it.

Truth is the proper food of man
(Matt. iv. 4.), and a large share of it
wust be received by faith, whether
it pertains to the past, present or fu-
ture. Thus it is true that we"must
live by faith. TFaith is to truth, as
eating is to bread. Without eating,
man will die; but if he would have
good health, he must do more than
cat. Exercise is essential to life, So
while we live by faith, it is not by
faith alone. All faith and no work,
will kill spiritually, as truly as all
eating and no work will kill natural-
ly. We greatly value faith, “For
without it, it is impossible to please
God; hethat cometh to God must
believe that he is, and that he is the
rewarder of them that diligently
seek Him,”’ (Ieb. xi. 6.) We please
God when we obey him, and by this
means we form a characler like Iis
own. Inan important sense it is the
Christian’s life-work to come to God,
and success is to the diligent secker.
He is revealed in one sense in the
statements of His word, but he is re-
vealed to the hear(, when his state-
ments are understood, and the spirit
of obedience is esscntial to under-
standing. (John vii. 17.) Weare to
grow in grace and in knowledge.

Faith is fundamental; it is the
basis of character and life, and also
of hope, The death and resurrec-
tion of Christ are primary facts of
the gospel, and, rightly understood,
are a key to the plan of salvation.
He was put to death in the flesh and
quickened by the Spirit into a new
and immortal life. The cross was to
him the turning point between the

natural and the spiritual. Tt was

thus the key of hope for the world.
When He died He met man’s legal
necessities, or removed all legal en-
cumbrances. He destroyed the en-
mity between the world and God’s
law, which enmity was represeniedin
the typical dispensation by the law
of carnal ordinances. Thatlaw was
the “middle wall ” between Jew and
Gentile—a typical distinction which
i8 not recognized under the gospel.
As soon as it is out of the way, the
Jew and Gentile are alike before God,
and both arc reconciled to God by the
cross. (IUph.ii, 16.) The death of
Christ thus met the legal claim on
universal man, and secured his de-
liverance irom the legal curse, which
was death. Christarose a conqueror,
leading captivity captive. He
brought life and immortality to
li bt, as He had also made both pos-
sible for man. When e rose, it was
the dawn of light on our dark world,
the key of hope, a glimpse of im-
mortality. These great facts of the
past we receive by faith, and the
past and the future are linked to-
gether. What has been done for
Jesus is God’s promisc unto us.
“He.that raised up the Lord Jesus
shall raise up us also, by Jesus.” (2
Cor. iv, 14.) He has given him the
key—the power over death, and in
addition, “the power of an endless
life.” (Heb. vii, 16.)

Faith is thus shown to be the
foundation of hope,and hope maketh
nol ashamed, because the love of
God is shed abroad in our hearts by
the Holy Spirit which is given unto
us.,” (Rom.v.5.) We can thus see
the relation of faith, hope and love;
“the greatest of these is love.)
Without faith, neither hope or love
would be possible; but love, by
which faith now works, will continue
when faith is ended in sight, and
hope has been realized. IFaith and
hope are temporal, but love is eter-
nal. Taith as a foundation is essen-
tial, but without love as a working
power, a faith that could even re-
move mountains is worthless. (1 Cor.
xiii. 2.)

“Through faith we understand
that the .ages (worlds) were framed
by the word of God.” These and
“all things were made by IHim
(Christ) and for Him.” All that
God has done is in reference to the
plan of the ages, of which, as we
have seen, the death and resurrec-
tion of Christ is the key. So by
faith we grasp the fullness of Christ
in the work of the ages, which is a
glorious expression of the infinite
wisdom, power and Jove. “Iaith is
the substance (basis) of things
hoped for; the evidence of things
unseen.” Faith deals with the fulure
and with the invisible. The future is
our hope, our reward ; the invisible
is our strength for the work of life.
It makes the invisible as if it were
vigible, and the fulure as if it were
present. We are enabled to “look
not at the things which areseen, but
at the unscen.” (2 Cor. iv. 18)

Taith explains this paradox, and by
the presence of the invisible,
strengthens us to bear the afllictions
of this life, which are but for a mo-
ment, and enables us to lay hold up-
on the eternal. There are given us
in the bible and also in the Chris-
tian’s experience, many illustrations
of the action of faith in reference to
the unseen, present and future. The
examples of faith given in the clov-
enth of Hebrews show the combina
tion. They acted because they be-
lieved in the invisible God, and be-
cause they looked forward for the
fulfillment of bis word. They be

lieved “that God s, and that He is
the rewarder,” Taith works; work
sccures reward. We observe that
God did not say to the ancients,
“believe.” but he gave them some-
thing to do; and yet their obedi-
ence was the best possible evidence
that they did believe, and their faith
was approved. By faith Abel offered
the sacrifice, which was valuable
because it pointed forward to the
sacrifice of Curist, for which his body
was prepared.

Enoch walked with God; he did
not stand still, but walked ; grasping
by fuith the presence and compan-
ionship of the invisible God, and was
rewarded by translation, *that he
should not seec death.” Abraham
obeyed God, on account of his faith,
both in going out to the unknown
land, and in the offe;ing of his son
Isaac. In both cases he grasped the
future, seeing Christ and the heaven-
-ly country. (Johu viii. 56 and Ileb.
xi. 16.) The Lord’s appearing to
Abraham and others in human form
doubtless illustrated the presence of
the invisible. '

Moses refused royal honor in the
court of Pharaoh, choosing to suffer
aflliction ; esteeming the reproach of
Christ greater riches than the treas-
ures of Egypt; for he had respect
unto the reward, and endured as see-
ing Him who is tnvisible. (Heb. xi.
23-27.)

The unscen world is the source of
wisdom, strength and comfortto the
pilgrims. as disciples, as soldiers and
as afllicted ones. The ministration
of angels, under the all-wise and lov-
ing care of our Lord, is a great re-
vealed truth, and full of comfort.

We do not believe in the ministra.
tion of departed human spirits, but
regard that idea as a perversion of the
Bible teaching. The angels are not
disembodied men. Man, when cre
ated, was ‘“ made a little lower than
the angels.” 'Lhe angels rule in this
world ; “Dbut unto the angels hath
He not put in subjection the world to
come¢ * * but what is man that thou
art mindful of him?”  “Thou hast
put all things in subjection under
his feet.” (Heb. ii. 5-8.) If ungels
are disembodied men, the above
statement cannot be true, for in such
a case the “ world to come” would,
as well ag the present, be subject to
angels. While we believe Paul, then

we must discard the ministration of

human spirits. But angelic minis-
tration is a great and important fact
in God’s plan for the development
of the ruling element of the future
world. It doubtless deserves more
implicit faith than it often receives.
When we are permitted from the
standpoint of future glory to look
back, we may sce how much more
{fully they served us than we realized
In hours of danger and aflliction
their services are needed, and frecly
tendered. Their services might be
not only more fully realized, but more
common, were they expected. Unbe-
lief, self-confidence and self-protec.
tion by foul means, doubtless gricve
our angels, * which do always behold
the face of our Father in heaven.”
(Matt., xviii. 10.) We eannot doubt
that in hours of deep aflliction, com-
fort and strength are often experi-
enced, coming from the invisible,
though not expected and its source
not fully acknowledged. Our Sav-
iour himself in  his earth life
needed and received the help of
angels. In His mental agony,
in view of the coming ordeal, while
he was in the garden praying that if
1t were possible the cup might pass
from him, and sweating, ns it were,
great drops of IMood, “there appeared
an angel unto Him from heaven,
strengthening 1lim.” (Luke xxii.
43.) It was not possible for the cup
to pnss. IHc must drink it to the
very dregs. lis life wus needed, but
it was notenough ; He must be obe-
dient unto death, even the death of
the cross,” and he obeyed. (Phil. ii,
8.) He could not escape, but He
could receive strength to endure ; and
it scems that as soon as His hel
was withdrawn, He died. His death,
not the paii. He endured, met the le-
gal neccssities of the race. “The
wages of sin is death.” Many fol-
lowers of Christ have jound help in
time of need by coming to the
throne of grace. He who suffered
and was supported by angels is now
their Lord, and, as His scrvants,
they now minister to the heirs of sal-
vation, (Hceb. i, 14.)

The importance of faith cannot he
over-cstimated, unless other things
of importance are in our estimalte
crowded out. The past, present and
future, we grasp by faith; we work
by faith; we live by faith; we walk
by faith; we endure by faith, as sce-
ing the invisible; and waiting for
our reward, are carried forward, so
that all we expect to realize in the
cternal Jife is now, by faith, possessed
and enjoyed.

Thanks be to God for the carncst
of our inheritance. J. H. P,

The ascending grade ofthe ages is
obvious, each having better secular
andspiritual facilities than its prede-
cessors  And—strange infatuation
—each has been jealous of the next
tocome, insisting that it had exhaust-
cd infinite mercy, grace and skill.
What a lift forward the brief visit of
Messiah gave the world. Though so
humble what fertility and power of
growth in his gospel, infusing incon-
ceivablevigorin every field of human
enterprisc and all under hostile
gentile authority. Whatmay beex-
pected in the next age, when govern-
ment shall co-operate with grace?
The cross and the crown; Jesus con-
demned as afelon,mockeod, spit upon,
and crucified, then crowned and
adored King of all the carth, suggest
the contrast.—Selected.
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The Cross'of Christ,

“In the crossof Christ I glory,
Towering o’er the wrecks of time;
All the light of sucred story,
Gathers round its head sublime.”
The cross as the representative of
the death of Christ and plan of re-
demption, has always been to the
Christiah the center of attraction,

and to glory in the cross the chiefl

mark of the Christian’s joy. The
estimate in which it has been held
by men in general has marked this
line between the Church and the
world; so that while the Church
clings to it as the ground of all its
hopes, it has been to the world the
stumblingstone or the butt of con-
tempt. What is precious in the
sight of God and the hearts of Ilis
chosen, is foolirhness to men in gen-
eral, 1 Cor, i, 22-31.

[Because some of the children of
Grod have,under peculiar influences,
and for a time, undervalued the
cross, it does not change this gencral
principle.]

The value of the cross as the cen-
ter of interest, the basis of hope and
the key of truth is beautifully illus-
trated by the two equal cherubims,
looking inward to the Mercy Seat,
where God’s presence in mercy ap-
peared ; representing, as they do, tne
equality of the Jewish and Gospel
dispensutions, between which at the
“ TFullness of timé¢ " our Lord ecame,
and, meeting the claims of both, as
the great antitypical Offering, was
slain for us. Under the former dis-
pensation those who understood the
typical offerings, looked forward to
the cross, and in the goapel disper.-
sation we, by faith inspired by the
Spirit and aided by the simple or-
dinances of the gospel, look back to
the same central point. There, at
the cross, the Church, old and new,
meet by faith, and, bowing before
Christ, our “ Mercy Seat,” witness
the manifestation of the infinite
merey ; for in Christ as the “Merey
Seat,” God meets with man, and
there they taste the sweets of grace
and begin to “ rejoice in hope of the
glory of God.”

To remove from the Bible, if it
were possible, the cross of Christ,
and its relative teachings would vir-
tually destroy it. IHe is the golden
thread extending through it as a
web from end to end, giving it
strength, beauty and its real worth,
Without him it would be an unin-
teresting arrangement of words, an
empty case, a comb without the hon-
ey, a shell without the kernel, or the
body without the life; and we, poor,
sinful, dying men would pass on
without one ray of light or hope to
the future, dark and all unknown;
and the cross is the center of interest
and hope, around which, as bees
around. the honey, God’s people
have always clustered, drawing
fromn it theic joy, strength and life.
The cross is also the key of truth in
all that pertains to man, his nature,
his life, and his relation to God. Tt
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is the basis of the atonement, the
resurrection and restitution, and,
while it does not ‘of itself secure
cternal life to any, it makes thatlife
prssible 1o all. God, in the gospel,
provides for man’s necessities, hoth as
a ginner and a mortal. Because He
was mortal, sin killed him, and “ so
death passed upon all men.” Rom,
v. 12, Mankind Dbeing dead (so
counted even hefore cxecution), one
died for all. 2 Cor. v. 14. The man
Christ Jesus gave himself a ransom
for all. 1 Tim, ii. 5, 6, and so re-
ceives the right and power to de-
liver the captives. Ieb. ii. 14, 15,
It the gospel did not provide for
man’s necessities, it would not he
what the angels announced: “Glad
tidings of great joy, which shall he
unto all people.”  “Testified in due
time.”

As a treasure-house containing all
we need—resurrection from death,
pardon for sin, and immortality for
our mortality—the gospel becomes a
glorious expression of the Iather’s
love. The wisdom, power and love
of God are all engaged for man’s
galvation, and all find expression in
the gospel of Christ, the center of
which is the cross.” We do not take
the ground that a perfect knowledge
of the relation the cross sustains to
the other elements of the gospel is
necessury in order to have a share
in the benefits of the atoning sacri-
fice. The primery benefits are uni-
versal and unconditional, as was the
curse through Adam. “As in Adam
all die, even so in Christ shall all be’
made alive.” It is doubtful, too, if
one in ten of the saints of God have
even understood that much, and yet
they have secured and enjoyed a
share in the great and special salva-
tion, by the impartation of the Holy
Spirit, the salvation which theatone-
ment makes possible for all. Tt is
not necessary to understand the
philosophy of atonement in order to
be reconciled to God, any more than
it is necessary’ to understand the
seience of astronomy in order to en-
joy the benefit of the light of the
sun. It is, however, the privilege of
a child of God to learn all he can of
what the Father has revealed. And
we freely take the ground that no
theory of man’s nature, loss in-Adam,
restitution, hope and destiny, can be
truc, that ignores or belittles the doe-
trine of the cross. Such theories
dishonor Christ, though not always
purposely, and by casting into the
anade certain cornforting truths ol
God’s great plan, they certainly hide
many rays of -Tather’s love, and
therefore greatly mar the enjoyment
of the Christian’s life. As God has
revealed nothing in vain, the more
perfectly we can .see the relation of
His various truths, the Detter we
will understand Him, and thus, by
sympathy with Ilim, or rather fel-
lowship of His Spirit, we shall be
enabled to cultivate and grow up
into the qualities of character most

pleasing to Him, and.ihich will best

fit us for Mis purposes here and
hereafter.

The doctrine of the cross under-
lies the doctrine of atonement, or loss
in Adam and gain in Christ, both
heing unconditional, and hence the
price or ransom paid by the man
Christ Jesus, must determine both
the nature and extent of the loss to
mankind by Adam. More than was
needed would have been useless, and
that God’s wisdom would not give;
less than was needed wounld not re-
deem, nnd God’s love could not with-
hold.

The darkness of the theological
dogmas of the Church has doubt-
less for many reasons cast a mist
over the simplicity of the teachings
of the cross. Life was the na-
ture. and extent of the forfeit of
Adam, and in him of all. “ For
the wages of sin is death.” “Dying
thou shalt die,” was a process cul-
minating in death. “Sin, when it
is finished (not when it commences)
bringeth forth death.” But what
kind of death, natural or spiritual?
we are asked. The mother church
and nearly all, if not all, her daugh-
ters answer, spiritual death. The
theological wridings are full of such
tenchings. That is nothingnew, and
for some of us to nccept it would be
to take o long stride backward,.

But to answer the question,
“What kind of life,” we resort to
the Divine key—the cross, and ask,
what kind of life did the *“man
Christ Jesus ” lose # That must settle
it, and the fog will clear away from
all minds who will look at the facts.
Mark, it is not, “ what kind of life
did the pré-existent Word lose (if
He lost any) in becoming 2 man?”
for it was the “ man Chrigt Jesus ”?
that gave Iis life & ransom for all.
“1le died for our sins.” IIe took
man’s nature for the express pur-
pose “ that He, by the grace of God,
ghould taste death for every man,”
“Even the death on the cross.”

This givesusclearly to understand

that was Luman life he gave as a
ransomy; Idence it was the same kind

of life that required redemption, It
was not in Christ’s case a necessity as
in the case of a sinner, but by volun-
tary offering as o Redeemer, Spirit-
ual death is a state of sin. “You
hath he quickened who were dead
in trespasses and sin.” But Christ
was not a sinner, and could not
therefore die a spiritual death, In
his obebience lay the divine efficacy
of the price, Sinners need conver-
sion, but Christ did not, and “ As in
Adam all die so in Christ shall all
be madealive, Chrdst thefirstfruits” &-c.
So this passage can have no refer-
ence to conversion, or coming to the
knowledge of the truth.
~ This is evident also from the furth-
er statement. “They that are Christs
at his presence” [parousia] Christ's
are not then counted but raised to
immortality, hence this passage can
have no reference to conversion, but
is & positive declaration that all man-

kind will be restored to_life by the
Lord Jesus Christ.

The ransom paid secures to Christ
the power to raise the dead. Life
restored is the proper basis of hope,
the ground on which man must
build, hence the crossis the basis of
mans hope of glory. No wonder
then that Paul should say: “God
forbid that I should glory save in
the Cross of our Lord Jesus Christ.

J.H. P

The Wedding Garment.

The wedding garment is the end
and object of Christian effort,

If Christians are represented as
running & race, it is that degree of
swiftness which enables them to se-
cure the prize, if, as fighting a bat-
tle, it is that ability which securesto
them the vietory. It is, in short,
that preparation which renders them
fit for the kingdom,

Some teach that it is the creed,
writfen or otherwise, the articles of
faith to which men subscribe, that
constitutes that covering. Hence the
degree of purity of a man’s belief
would be the index to his fitness for
the kingdom. But it is writien,
“ Without holiness no man shall gee
the Lord.” Such teachers must
then define holiness as a perfect the-
ology.

Others teach that the wedding
garment is a character “ without
spot or wrinkle, or any such thing,”
such as God will build in us if we
hold 'our hearts in obedience to Him.

Both sides must agree that the
wedding garment is righteousness.
The Bible so defines it. Rev. xix.
7-8. What then is righteousness?
The word means a condition of be-
ingright. Humanity naturally is in
a condition of being wrong, and be-
cause faith has power to change that
condition and make them right, it is
accounted for righteousness. Thus
Abraham was justified by faith, and
it was imputed unto him for right-
cousness.  Although, perhaps, not
blameless in character at the time,
yet Abraham possessed that which
would result in holiness, and God
counted the work begun in him, as
already finished. “To him that
worketh not, but believeth in IHIim
that justifieth the ungodly, his faith
ig counted to him for righteousness.”
Rom. iv. 5. That is, the seed sown
is viewed in the light of its unfuil-
ing results, and the possessor is thus
freed from guilt.

Articlesof belief differ from faith,
In that faith describes a condition
of heart as well as mind. The one
may produce frait; the other must.
[f truth be believed and obeyed, it
becomes faith, and is therefore a
means of obtaining rightcousness.
I'ruth sanctifies, Truth cleanses. ‘It
does not cleanse dtself, but us. *“ Now
ye are clean through the words I
have spoken unto you,” said Christ.
Hence the cleansing of the church
is not the cleansing of its theology,



7Z10N’S WATCH. TOWER.

,,K;sa

but of its ‘members by means, per-
haps, of* its theology.

I think the statement not too
broad, that the entire purpouse of
Revelation is to purify,elovate and es-
tablish the character of God’s chil-
dren. Truth is the great means used
in the attainment of righteousness
The word of Goq is profitable * * *
that the man of God may be per-
fect, thoroughly furnished unto all
good works. 2 Tim, iii. 17. Thus
holiness is still the object and must
not be confounded with the means;
for truth must be obeyed to make us

righteous, and it is not thé amount

we believe, but the amount we obey
that benefits us. Hence we cannot
make a man’s creed the index to his
character, for God above can read the
heart.

Righteousness is Godliness, or
God-likeness,and Christ has said, “Be
ye therefore perfect, even as your
Father in Lieaven is perfect.” '

Christ came to illustrate to our be-
dimmed conscience the Father’s
perlection, and in Him is fulfilled all
rightcousness. Docs not His life thus
amply define and illustrate the sub-
jeet? It gives us an idea of what
Godliness is, of what God is, of Iis
relations toward us and of what our
relations are toward Him and to-
ward our fellow=beings. Righteous-
necss, however, is more than right do-
ing. Itis right being, which includes
the other, aud this is the wedding
garment, for *‘to her it was granted
that she should be arrayed in fine
linen, elean and white, for the fine
linen is the righteousness of saints.”

L. A. A.

The Song of Moses and the Lamb.
Rev. xv.

Thisscencis very evidently laid at
the end of the gospel dispensation,
as 1t is when the wrath of God is be-
ing completed, by the pouring out of
theseven Jast plagues. Without dis-
cussing the merits of different views
in regard to the Sea of Glass, as it
were ; and the condition of those
who are said to stand on it; I would
call attention briefly, to the song.

Some think that by the song ol
Moses, is meant the seng of deliver-
ance, sung by he children of Israel,
after crossing the Red Seu, in com-
ing out of Egypt. But notice that the
song is as here given. Does it notevi-
wently refer to the harmonious teach-
ing of Moses and Christ, as found
in the scriptures; and those who
have attained tothe condition repre-
seated, having learned, they sing to,
or teach others? The song, as given
in the * Emphatic Diaglott,” rcads:
“Great and wonderful are thy works,
O Lord God, the omripotent!;Right-
eous and true are thy ways, O I{ing
of the nations.” (Ithnon means
nations; not saints, ag in the author-
ized version.)

Who shall not fear, O Lord, and
glorify thy name since thou alone
art bountiful? for all the nations
ghall come and worship in thy pres-

ence; because thy righteous acts
were made manifest. The Greck
word rendered judgments,in the fourth
verse, by King James’ translators, is
not IKrisis nor Krima, which are
rightly rendered Judgement; but Di-
Kaiomata, properly rendered. right-
eous acts.

It occurs in Rev. xix. 8. *The
fine linen is, or represents the rght-
eous acte of the saints. The torce
and beauty of the expression: For
hig righteous acts are made manifest,
is seen, when we remember that the
ereat mass of the gospel ~ourch, for
centuries have taught. and the
majority areteaching thai the nations,
except a comparatively few inaivid-
uals, have been “turned mto hell,”
in a condition of hopeless misery,
withoul cven having the gospel
preached to them, giving tnem an
opportunity to repent,and thus escope
the awful doom.

Such teaching makes God appear
very wunrightcous; and has driven
the multitudes of thosc who have
heard it away from God; and the
Bible. Ivenif the sentence he cter-
nal death, as many believe, still it
has been withoutaknowledge of truth.
But new many have learned, and
many morc will lewrn, and teach, the
glorious song of Moses and Christ:
That all nations shall come anu wor-
ship in the presence oJ God; thus
manifesting the righteousness of him :
“Who so loved the world, that he gave
his only begotten Son, that whoso-
ever belicveth on him shall not per-
ish, but have everlasting life.” Before
they can believethey must hear. Rom.
x. The billions who have died in
ignorance must be made alive before
they can hear; hence God will have
all men to be saved made alive, and
to come toa knowledge of the truth:
Ior there is one medialor between
God and men, the man Christ Jesus,
who gave himself a ransom for all,
to be testified in due time. 1 Tim.
ii. 4, G. B. W, K.

What is Perfect Love.

“Perfect love is gentle and teach-
able, kind, and casy to be entreated.
It enters the school of Christ, as a
pupil, not as a master, realizing how
much is yet to be learned, rather
than how much has been atlained,
Perfeet love shows us our ignorance
and begets the inextinguishable de-
sire to dissipate thal darkness, and
to enter the realm of real and relinble
knowledge. If you find yoursell
growing wise above all your teach-
ers, inclined to become dogmatic, to
criticise your fellow disciples and
set yourself up as a standard for the
whole church, you have no little
reason to fear that you are not con-
troiled by the Spiritof Glod. Self
wisdom may easily assume the place
of divine wisdom ; and Satan may
appear as an angel of light even in
one who concerns himself with the
most holy things. In no way are
his ends more eftectually sccured
than by inducing people to promote
the subject of holiness by excep-
tional methods, and in an unteach-
able and arrogaut spirit.”

The Gospel in the Light of Human
Nature. ’

“But God commendeth his love to-
ward us, in that while we were yet sin-
ners, Christ died for us.” Rom. v. 8.

That “God is love” and unchang-
able we believe to be prime facts of
the gospel; and that man alone is
alienated and needs reconciliation.
The death of Christ was not for the
purpose of purchasing God’s love:
it is above price; nor for the pur-
pose of appeasing—quieting, pacify-
ing, or cooling down—God’s wrath,
as though he were excited and hated
man, but by meeting 2 necessity of
man, in his relation to a oroken law,
to express God’s love for man. Itis
a great mistake to think that God
ever did, or ever will hate man. God
devised the plan, provided the Ran-
som, and sent his Son to dic for us,
because he loved us. [John iii. 16.]
This is one great fact the world
needs to know.

Love appreciated will produce
love in return. “We love him be-
cause he first loved us.” Then Gud
loved us when we knew him not and
even though we hated him. Parents
and teachers, beware! If you tell
those under your care, that God will
love them if they are good, you
make the impression on their minds
that he will hate them if they are
bad, which is false. By such means
you make the wall higher, or the
gulf deeper between them and the
Lord, and though,you may,through
fear, succeed in driving them to out-
ward obedience, or gather them into
the nominalchurch, by a “profession
of religion,” they may beas far from
God as before, for only the goodness
of God leadeth to repentance. Had
wu the power of ten thousand voices,
we would proclaim, thal God loved
us while we were yet sinners, and
Christ died to commend that love.

“Tut,” it is sometimes said, “you
must believe it, Christ died for you,
if you will believe.” Indced! Be
lieve what? Believe that Christ died
for you, of course. Butifitis not
tiue, I have no right to believe it,
and my believing would not make it
true.  On the other hand, ils being
a fact that Christ died for me, is the
best pessible reason for believing it,
and all the unbelief possible could
not make it untrue. Truth is cn-
tirely independent of man’s faith or
unbeliel, Faith in or knowledge of,a
fact cannot make, or change, the
fact, but it changes the man.

God loves us whether we beliove
itt or not, and Christ died for us
whether we believe it or not, but the
knowledge of these truths must exist,
before gratitude and love can spring
up in our hearts, and loving obedi-
encé result.  Whatever facts or
changes were produced by the death
of Chirist, are real, and ot depend-
ent on our believing, any more than
is the fact that Christ died. If it
be true, [as some teach, but which
we do not believe] that the death of
Christ secures spiritual life for some,

we think it would follow of neccssity
that it would secure it for all, be-
causce Christ died for all. £ Cor. v.
14, 16. Heb. ii. 9 and 1 Tim. ii. G.

What Christ’s death does not
secure for cvery oue, it sccures for
none.

While the death of Christ does
not secure spiritual life for any, it
makes it possible for all, and on ag¢-
count of man’s relation to the law,
asdead, without Christ’s death spirit-
val life would not be attainable.

licpentance is a necessity in order
to gain spiritual life, and without
the motive of love, as presented to
usin the death of Christ, repentance
toward God would be impossible.
But neither God’s love, nor Christ’s
death, produce repentance in man,
until man Lelieves in the love and
death. Hence God’s love would be
{ruitless,were men allowed to remain
in ignorance of the truth. God’s
love does not exhaust itsclf in the
death of Christ, though that death
commends it, for God has consti-
tuted Christ not only the Redeemer
but the Light of the world. He en-
gaged not only to save man from
death by a Ransom, but to bring
man to the knowledge of that truth.
1 Tim. ii. 4. Hence Christ is the
“True Light that lighteth every man
that cometh into the world.” John
i. 9. Not all at once nor in one age,
but, itis “to be testified in due time.”
1 Tim. ii. 6.

Now it is cvident, that mau can-
not repent, because of a truth, until
he knows that truth, and yet when
kouown, the truth is the “ Founda-
tion of repentance from dead works.”
The greatest possible sin is to “sin
willfully, after we have received the
knowledge of the truth;” and for this
there remaineth no more sacrifice.”
Heb. x. 26, and it is impossible “to
rencw them again unto repentance;
sceing, they crucifly to themseclves
the Son of God afresh, and put him
to an open shame.” Heb. vi. 4, 6.

We belicve, then, that the death
of Christ is an expression of God’s
love, and that in order to win man
from sin to holiness onc of the first
things a man needs to learn, is that
Christ died for hin.

But how does the death of Christ
show, or commend, God’s love? 1t
will not do tosay it shows it because
it shows it. That would be about
equal to saying, God hates sin he-
cause he hates it, whichis no reason
at all. God hates sin because he
loves his creatures; sin being their
destroyer. If the death of Christ
shows God’s love to us,there must
be gomething accomplished by that
death which is adapted to man’s
necessities. PaulistalkingofChrist’s
dcath on the cross, which was in
“due time,” 1. e. the appointed time
—*After the 62 weeks.” Dan. ix, 20.

Christ did not die twice. .His be-
coming a man, was not by laying
down, as in death, his preexistent
life. He gave up the glory, and after-
ward pmyedg “ Glorify thou me,
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with the glory which I had with
thee before the world was.” John
xvii. b,

Wonsgert freely that Christ’s death
must have been, in some way adapt-
ed to the necessity of human nature,
or it would not have been, what Panl
asserts, an expression, or proofl of
God’s love, What man does not
need, even if it were provided, would
not be gospel. If a man is hungry,
bread alone would satisfy the want.
If he thirsts, a cup of water from the
hand of a friend would be an expres-
sion of love. And so of any want;
but to say that God would secek to
show his love by anything which
was of no us to man, would be to
ignore every idea of the harmony
between God’s wisdom and goodness.

There ean be no doubt in any rea-
sonable Christian mind, that the
Gospel, in all its parts, takes man’s
need into account. Christ’s life was
necessary, as an example of loyalty,
of paticuce in suflering, of devotion
to his Father, of the principleoflove
even to enemies, and of overcoming
evil with good. It was by his earth
life and experience, thathelearned to
sympathize with manin temptations,
in poverty and other afllictions, and
£0 he was fitted to be a merciful and
fuithful ITighpriest; having been
tempted in all points as we are, and
yet without sin.  Heb. iv, 153. And
one feature of his work since his res-
urrection, clearly is, to give us the
benefit ot his sormer experience, by
giving aid to the tempted. (Heb.
it. 18.) He is not only a sympathiz.
ing friend, but also the giverand sus-
tainer of spiritual life until it cul-
minates in immortality. We wish
it distinctly understood that we value
the life of Christ, both before his
death and alter his resurrection as
necessarily adapted to the wants of
hunian nature. But why should
any one ignore or belittle his death
becau<e of the value of his life? One
link in the chain of provisions for
man would thus be destroyed.

But we are told by some, that
Chirist “ gave his life (not his death)
aransom.” But thisis equivalent to
the statement, “ Christ died for our
sins.” The Greek word, Psuchee,
rendered “life” in the above pas-
sage, never, unless we are greatly
wistaken, refers to a period of exis-
tence, but to the nature of man as
represented and sustained by the
blood. Many other statements of
the word agree with these in show-
ing that Christ’s death meets a neces-
sity of mun.  “Behold the Lamd of
God, (lambded to the slaghter. Isa.
liti. 7.) which taketh away the sin
of the world.” Johni. 29,

The gin or the world is the sin of
Adam, for “in him all have sinned.”
Rom. v, 12 Margin., This left man
“withoutstrength.” (Ver. 6.) “And
in due time Christ. died for the un-
godly.” The sin made mankind
“ encimies,” and we were “ reconcil-
ed to God by the death of his Son.”
Ver. 10.

iquity-of ps all.”  Tsa. liii. 6. And
he * bore our sins on his own body
on the tree.” 1 Pet, i1, 24, He did
not “lead” our gins, but is our Lead-
er, or * Forerunner,” into the heav-
enlies, and “he put awey sin by the
sacrifice of himself” Heb. ix. 26.
“And I, if T be lifted up from the
Earth, will draw all men unto me.”
And, as if to anticipate, and answer
criticisms, it is added: “ This he
said, signifying what death he should
die.” John xii. 82, 33, It seems
clear, that the sacrifice of Christ,
covers all sin, except what Paul calls
the willful sin. Heb. x. 26. And
doubtless this is why the Saviour
could say: *‘ All mannerof sin and
blasphemy sHALL BE FORGIVXN unto
men, but the blasphemy, against
the Spirit, shall not be forgiven un-
to men.” Matt. xii. 31. Itdoesnot
sany may be forgiven, but shall be.
What! Without repentance? No,
but God, as has been shown, by his
goodness leadeth men to repentance.
The death of Christ commends his
love, Christ as the Light brings men
to the knowledge of the truth, and
thus the goodness secures repen-
tance.

Tvidently the recovery of all, is as
complete in Christ, as was the loss
through Adam.

It is strange that any person, thus
saved from the curse of sin and death,
should sin willfully and be lost, but
we believe that faets ng well as serip-
ture sustain the idea that men fall
away after being enlightened.

Deand wmen need a Redeemer;
Christ gave his life a Ransom. (The
reason that men die, though Christ’s
natural life was given as a Substi-
tute, is because men in the plan
were counted dead already, and
Clirist did not give his life to pre-
vent men {rom dying but to prevent
them from remaining dead, or to re-
deem them from death.) Man isa
sinner; Christ saves from sin. Man
is mortal, even when redeemed; (ex-
cept the church, who are raised n
spiritual body.) Christis the Author
and Giver of immortality. Man is
ignorunt—in darkness: Christ isthe
true light, both as Teacher and our
great Kxample. Man is weak and
readily discouraged: Christisasym-
pathizing friend. All fullness we
find in him, just what men need is
provided and no more; more would
not be gospel, though provided. An
apprecintion of his fullness, tends to
humility and to dependence on him,
but whoever ignors any feature of
Christ’s work, in that particularover-
estimates himself and is in danger.

Oh, that God’s love may speedily
win many from sin unto holiness,
and lead them to seck, by a patient
continuanee in well doing, for glory
and honor and immortality. Tosuch
the reward of eternal life is promis-
ed. Rom. ii. 7. J. I

Farru triumphs over reason by
receiving the revelation of the God

“God laid on him the in-|

of reason.

ZION'S WATCH TOWER.

The Great Salvation.

“THow shall we escape if we neglect so
great salvation $”—Ilkx, 11, 3.

This* question is addressed to
Christians, and not to the uncon-
verted, as is often supposed. This
the context proves. Paul; or who-
ever wrote this epistle, addressed it
to the church. It seems peculiarly
adapted to converted Jews, who
were familiar with the writings of
the Old Testament. We have in
this epistle some of the most earnest
exhortations to be faithful to the
Lord, and the very best reasons and
motives given for our encourage-
ment, The text and context . are of
this character. If we are Christians
we will find much applicable to us.
1t is important that we should, in
order to get the benefit of the ex-
hortation, remember that it means
us. ‘“How shall we escape, if we
negleet?” On account of certain
facts referred to in the first chapter,
the second opens with : “Therefore,
we ought to give the more earnest
heed to the things which we have
heard, lest at any time we should let
them slip.” This certainly muat re-
fer to Christians; and there is dan-
ger of losing what we have received,
unless we do give heed.

The idea is suggested that neglect
of the truths would cause them
gradually to slip away from us.
Backsliding is a gradual process,
caused by neglect of truth and ne-
glect of duty in obeying the truth.
These are related to each other, and
it seems that either may come as the
cause of the other, The only safe-
guard against back-sliding and con-
sequent falling away if persisted in,
is to ndvance. Standing still seems
to be impossible. In the sixth chap-
ter the apostle seems to make fulling
away the alternative of going on to
perfection. The Lord has arranged
our life as o current againat which
we must row if we would go up, and
he has placed the reward, the Great
Salvation, at the head of the stream.
If we would gain the prize, we must
“run,” “strive,”  fight,” or “ over-
come.” If we fold our arms, we
shall glide downward, It is easy to
go with the multitude, but it is dif-
ficult to stem the flood, and we may
be sure, * This vile world is not a
friend to grace; to help us on to
God.” What is worth having is
worth striving for, and God has in
both natural and spiritual things
placed the valuable out of sight, or
where it can be gained with diffi-
culty. Ourappreciation of the value
of anything is shown by the earn-
estness with which we strive tor it.
We should be constantly secking to
know more of the truth of God for
the purpose of obeying it. If we
scek for truth merely as a theory to
gralify our own curiosity, or for the
purpose of showing our ability to
¢ope with those who hold error, our
intelleet wny be stuffed at the ex-
pense of our aflections. Religion

without love to both God and man,
is as the body without the spirit—
dead. :

Charity or lc ve is the crowning ex-
cellency of Christianity, and is nce-
essary to fit for the Great Salvation.
“ Add to your faith ; virture, and to
virtue, knowledge; to knowledge,
temperance; to temperance, patience;
to patience, godliness ; to godliness,
brotherly kindness, and to brotherly
kindness, CHARITY.” 2 Pet. i. 5-
7. Love is last, and greatest. These
additions secure the adundant en-
trance into the Xingdom of God.
(Ver. 11.) Without the lastallis
vain. “Though I epeak with the
tongue of men and angels and have
not love I am become as sounding
brass, or a tinkling cymbal. And
though I have (the gift of) prophecy,
and understand all mysteries, and all
knowledge ; and though I have all
faith so that T could remove moun-
tains ‘and have not love, 1 AM NoTIH-
iNe.” 1 Cor. xiil. 1, 2. There is a
kind of knowledge that cannot be
gained from books, but comes by ex-
perience as a fruit of the indwelling
of the spirit of God. *“He that lov-
eth not knoweth not God, for God is
love.”

Love is an experience, and in-
cludes in it an earnest desire for the
well-being of the object loved. Un-
til we have sympathy and love for
mankind, such as would prompt us
to do all in our power for their sal-
vation, we cannot know God. To
know him tuus is to be in unison or
fellowship with him, and hence is
eternal life.

The apostle gives a contrast be-
tween the former dispensations and
the gospel. In order to appreciate
the question, “ ITow shall we escape
if we neglect 7 it is necessary to see
this contrast.

“God, who at sundry times and
in divers manners spake in, times
past untothe fathers by the prophets,
hath in these last days (gospel dis-
pensation) spoken unto us by Ilis
Son.” Heb:i. 1, 2. God spoke then,
and the same God speaks now, but
there is a contrast in the agencies—
Then by the prophets, now by His
Son. Moses the prophet and law
giver of the old dispensation, and
who was “faithful in all bis house
as a servant” (iii. 8.) “received the
law by the disposition of angels.”
Acts vii. 53. Tt was “ordained by
angels in the hand of a Mediator
(Moscs, type of Christ.) Gal. iii 19,
But Christ,theProphet and Law Giv-
er of this dispensution, is higher than
theangels, “ashe hath by inheritance
obtained a more excellent name than
they.” Ver. 4. His ofliciat position
is “ Lord of all;” dead and living,
Heavens and Karth, angels and men.
He has been “appointed” by .his
Father, ¢ heir of all things "—Crea-
tor, Upholder and Saviour. Ver. 2,3.
ITe has the brightness of his Father’s
glory and the express image of his
person, and hence is in & peculiar
and emphatic sense, God’s power,



ministers a flame of fire.”
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Wisdo&yn,‘:;ﬁove and Word, the em-
bodiment'of all the fullness of the
Godhead. His superiority to the
angels is well established and ig the
basis of the superiority of the gospel
dispensation. While Moses was faith-
ful as a gervant over the house of
servants, Christ wasg faithful as a Son

over the house of sons. Ch. iii. 5, 6.

“For unto which of the ungels
said he at any time, thou art my
Son; * * And again I will be to him
a Father and he shall be tome a
Son ;” And again he saith, “ Let all
the angels of God worship him.”
Ch. i. 5, 6.

Of the angels he saith; “Who
maketh his angels spirits, and his
“Are
they not all ministering spirits sent
forth to minister to the heirs of Sal-
vation?” Ver 7,14. But unto the
Son he saith, *“Thy throne, Oh God
is foreverandever,” * * And“Thou
Lord, tn the beginning hast laid the
foundations of the Ilarth, and the
Heavens are the work of thy hands;
they shall perish, Lut thou remain-
est, &c.” This certainly refers to the
old creation, as it was ‘“in the be-
ginnnig” or first stage of its exis-

_tence, and is to be changed also by

bis power and put on its beautiful
garments of the perfect state. The
work of Creation in all its parts is of
God through Christ. *“In the be-
ginning was the Word ” and by him
God speke and it was done command-
ed and it stood fast.

The same Word wag mnade flesh
Jno. i. but was still “God—manilest
in the flesh” and in the body prepar-
ed became a sacrifice for sin. And the
same mysterious Name “ which no
man knoweth buthe himsel{”—*“The
Word of God,” goeth forth conquer-
ing and to conquer, when his army
of assistants are with him, “ Kings
and Priests ” to reign on the Karth.”
Rev. v. 10 and xix. 11-15.

The value of the Great Salvation

‘which is offered in the gospel can be

appreciated when we remember that
all the Father gives his son, the Son
will share with his Bride. And in
view of the supcriority of the Lord
Jesus the question of the apostle
can be appreciated; “If the word
spoken by angels was stedfast, and
every transgression and disobedi-
ence received a just recompensc of
reward, how shall we(under Christ)
escape if we neglect so Great Salva-
tion ? J. 1L .

STRAIGHT PATHS.

Make straight-paths for your feet, lest
that which is lame be turned out of the
way : but let it rather be healed.””~—HEn,
x1it, 13.

Such is the command of the
apostie;  but there is evidently a
careless disregard of it among many
of the professed Christians of to-day,
as is shown by their lives and testi-
mony. When we see those who
profess to be followers of Jesus
joining in the world’s pleasures, and
clad in the world’s garments, we are

led to believe that they have little

care as Lo the paths they are making, !

and whether. younger Christians
coming after them will be turned
out of the way, or established in the
way, by their example. ’Tis true,
they are often heard to confess their
sinfulness—their wanderings and
short-comings ; but seldom are they
heard to warn others of the dangers
that lurk by the way. They are
never heard to tell the new-born
soul to beware; that they should
not love the world, but should come
out, and be forever scparate from it
—from its sinful fashions and pleas-
urcs. No, we do not hear this; but
we do hear these worldly-conformed
professors ridiculing the very idea
of plain dress for Christians; and
with all their might do they uphold
church fairs, festivals, parties, cte.,
laughing to scorthany who desire to
lift their voices against them. Thus
the crooked paths arc being made,
and scores of precious souls are be-
ing turned out of the way by those
who should be “lights in the world.”

Take the evil of fashionable dress
—that great and deadly evil, which
is so fatal to spiritual life, and which
is a ruling passion, and especially
the Desetting sin of the female
heart. Oh, for a voice like a trum-
pet, to sound forth words of warn-
ing to my sisters in the cliurches.
Are we adorned with the “modest
apparel which becometh womeén
professing godiiness ?”  Let us look

‘well to the paths we arc making in

this matter. It is so easy for some
new-born soul to be turncd out or
the way by our cxamples. Some
weak one who has just begun to look
to us to see what we do, aud how we
dress.—DBanner of Holiness.

The Example of Chirst.

Itis only since his divine form has
arison. before my soul, that I have
learned to know the true condivion
of man. IJormerly, by comparing
myself with what was small; I ap.
peared great.in my own eyes; but
since I have compared myself with
him, how insignificant have I be-
come. When we hear a inan whom
we feel to be truthful and humble
speaking great things of himself, it
has & humiliating effect upon us.
And when the Savior uiters such
words as, “ I do always those things
that please him ” and I do believe
it to be in very truth that he utters
this—1L then becoine conscious of
what man, who is created in the
image of God, oughtto be.

When I see how, in all thing, he
sought not his own glory, but that
of his heavenly Ifather, I am asham-
ed of mmy ambition ; when I sec how
he camu not to be ministercd unto,
but to minister, I am ashamed of
my pride; when I sce how he took the
cup which his Father gave him and
drank it, I amn ashamed of my dis-
obedience; when I sce how he bore
the contradiction of sinners against
himself, and when he was reviled,
reviled not again, I am ashamed of
my imputience and iy passion.
Nothing has so subduing an influ-
ence 38 my Savior’s exumple.—A.

7 holuck.

In Memoriam.

[On the death of Eldl. Geo. Storrs.]

The news of Bro. Storrs death (Dec, 28th, 1879,)
reached us too Iate for insertion in Inst issue. As
then stated our brother had just cntered his 84th yenr
anid was quito ill.  ITe was we beliove a “ faithul
soevant,” and will soon “ontor into tho joys o our
Jord.” . We mourn tho loss of a friend and brother
in Christ, yet, *“not ns those who have no hope”
‘The great Deliverer, is at hand and nssures us *I
have the keys, of death and Hades,” .

The well-worn armor is laid by |

Thy faithful watchmen fall, O Lord,
They gather up their feet and die,

And wait their coming King's reward.

Ierald of truth, thy last farcwell -

To earthly toils and scenes is given,
No stain upon thy mantle fell,

Thy record is laid up in Heavon.

How little know the heedless crew
Iy church or state, that by their side
A witness, humble, faithful, true,
Has lived long years for truth and died,

In this dark world God's sons are veiled;
It knew not Christ nor knows lis
friends;
They watel and wait to be revealed,
When 1le, their Life, from }Heaven
descends.

Rest veleran, in thy tomb awhile,
"I'will not be long ere thou shalt rise

To greet thy heavenly Leader’s smilo,
And take from him the victor's prize.

Surely the night is almost gone,

Aund the millennial morn is near,
Sentinels are falliug, one by one, -

And leave the remn.nnt weeping here.

Come, Jesus, is thy remnant’s call
Thal first went up from Patmos’ land;
Comie, heal the wounds of Adam’s fall
With the biest touches of thy hand.
o . JounN LyLE..
Newark, N. J.,, Jan., 1880.

Bilile Class Depantment.

The Three Witlnesses. ~

“There are three that bear record in
ITeaven; the Father, the Word, and the
Holy Ghost; and these three are one.’—
LJohnv, 7.

In Lange’s Critical Commentary,
in reference to this passage we read :
Said words are wanting in ALL THE
GREEK CcODICES ; also in the copkx
sINAITICUS [the oldest existing MSS]
AND IN ALL THIE ANCIENT VIERSIONS,
INCLUDING THE LATIN, as late ag the
8th ceutury; and since that time
they are found in three variations.
Notwithstanding the Trinitarian con-
troversies they are NOoT REFERRED TO
BY A SINGLE GREEK FATHER OR BY
ANY oF t1B oLD LATIN cuurcnr ra-
THERS.

The American Bible Union ver-
sion [ probably the best modern
translation ] leaves out the passage.
and adds the foot note, * The words
omilted are wanting in all ancient
copies.” _

They arc pronounced aninterpola-
tion by such authorities as Sir Isaac
Newton, Benson, Clarke, Horne,
Griesbach, Tischendorf and Alford.

In Hudson'’s Greek and English
concordance we read: “The words
arc found in no Greck MSS. before
the 15th or 16th century, and in no
early version, unless, says Alford,
pure caprice is to be followed in the
criticism of the sacred text ; there is
nota shadow of reason for supposing

them genuine. Tischendorf says, that
this spurious addition should con-
tinue to be published as a part of
the epistle, I regard as an impicty,
elc.; and President T. B. Woolsey :
“ Do not truth-and honesty require
thatsuch a passage should be struck
out of our BEnglish Bibles; a passage
which Luther would not express in
his translation, and which did not
creep into the German Biblo until
neatly fifty years after his death ?7

Dr. Adam Clarke, the learned
Methodist commestator, in bis notes
on this passage, says: ‘It is likely
this verse is not genuine. 1t is
wanting in cvery MS. of this epis-
tle writlten before the invention of
printing, onc excepled-—condex mot-
Jortis, in Trinity College, Dublin;
the others which omit this verse
anount to one hundred and twelve.. It
is wanting in both the Syriae, all
the Arabic, Kthiopic, the Coptic,
Sabidie, Armenian, Slavonian, &c;
in a word, in all the ancient versions
but the Vulgate; and cven of this
version many of the most ancient
and correct MSS. have it not.  Itis
wanting, also, in all the ancient
Groek Fathers ; and in most cven of
the Latin. * * * To make the
whole more clear, that every reader
may scc what has been added, 1
shall sct down these verses, with the
inserled words in brackets:

“6.  And it is the Spirit that bear-
cth witness, because -tho--Spirit is
truth. 7. For there are three that
bore record [in heaven, the Father,
the Word, and the Iloly Ghost, and
these three are onc. 8. And there

| are three that bear witness on éarth.]

the Spirit, and the water, and the
blood, and these three agree in one.
9. If we receive the witness of men,
the wituess of God is greater,” &c.
Any man may see on examining the

words that if those included in brack-

ets, which are wanting in the MSS.,,
and versions be omitted, there is no
want of connection; and as to the
sense, it is complete and perfect with-
out them, and, indced, much more
50 than with them. I shall conclude
this pait of the note with observing,
with Dr. Dodd, “ That there aresome
intervals and accidental remarks
which may render the passnge sus-
pected, for the sentence is complete,
and the seuse more clear and better
preserved without it. Besides, the
Spirit is mentioned, both as a wit-
ness in heaven and on earth ; so that
the six witnesses are thereby reduced
to five, and the equality in num-
ber or antithesis between the wit-
nesses in heaven and on carth is
quite taken away. DBesides, what
need of witnesses in heaven? No
oné there doubts that Jesus is the
Messiah, and if it be said that Fath-
er, Son, and Spirit are witnesses on
carth, then there are five witnesses
on earth, and none in heaven; not
to say that thereis a little difliculty
in interpreting how the Word or the
Son can be o witness to him.:

W 1M
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THE LAW OF GOD.

Christians are in the habit of looking
at “the law’ as a great enemy. Why? Be-
cause it does not countenance the least
#in. It says, “walk before me und be
thou perfect.” Is that not right—could
a perfect God recognize or make o law in
any way imperfect? Surely not. The
resson men count the law their enemy
is that all have sinned, and ever since
the disobedience of Adam they have
been in the condition known as “sinful
flesh”  Prior to sin’s entrance, the law
was Adam’s friend, and justified him;
but the condition of death obtained af-
ter # sin had entered,” and man in this
fullen condition of death finds it utterly
impossible to so liveand act in harmony
with his maker, that Gogd’s perfect law
would not condemn him. And since all
are sinners, of course none but a defective
law could recognize such persons as per-
fect. The law of God has condemned
all, and every one who has reasoning
faculties seems to recognize that ke is not
perfect. .

God has always had a law ; even before
the giving of it in full form to mankind

"at Mt. Sinai. (Exod. xx.) And since
e always has been perfect, His laws al-
ways have been perfect and condemned
and opposed even the slightest sin. Abel,
Noah, Abraham and all the patriarchs
recognized the fact that they were sin-
ners when they made allars and sacrificed
thereon, before attempting % hold coin-
_munion. Thus they acknowledged them-
selves sinners and unable of themselves
to approach God. How different from
the way Adam and God walked and
talked in the Garden! No sacrifices or
offerings for sin were there needed, for
Adam was justified by God's law. Thus|
wEsee tTat What ihe pairiarchs knew of.
God’s law condemned them. Thegiving

. of the full law from Sinai did not take

: away man’s sin. No, it only showed it

. the more fully. Did the keeping of it

‘v~ ~everjustifysany-ofthein ?° No;*“By the

deeds of the law shall no flesh be justified
in His (God’s) sight.” Was the faultin
the law, or in the people? “The law is
holy,” and God’s * commandments holy
and just and good.” (Rom, vii. 12)
Since, then, the law did not justify them,
it must have condemned them, even as
it had condemned the patriarchs. Not
any more really (for there is only one
penalty—death) but more loudly. They
were no more sinners than the patriarchs
and others who had not had the full law
given them, but they were shown their
condition assinners more clearly. Why?
That they might see their own fullen and
imperfect condition and learn the exceed-
ing sinfulness of s1N. (Vs,13.)

We have seen that God always has
had a perfect law which condemned ev-
ery sin in every being, and how it was
shown in different degrees to the patri-
archs and Israel, yet that the effect was
the same-—condemnation—only more

_fully realized by those who saw the law
most clearly. Now,how about the great
heathen world? Surely a righteous law
could not say: The heathen are RIGHTEOUS;
unless they live in harmony with God.
And if you thought they were living in
harmony with God you would not send
missionaries to them. No. Then they,
too, are condemned by God's law. And
a8 Paul says: “ These'that have not the
law?” (the full written law as given to
Israel) “show the work of the law writ-
ten in their hearts,” a spark of that
principle if justice and knowledge of
right and wrong which must have been
an important part of the natural organ-
ization of the first perfect man, Adam;
a spark merely, not quite extinguished

what did this spark of conscience do for
them ? It sometiines justified, and some-
times condemned. But if their spark of
conscience condemned them only oncr
during their lifetime, it showed that
they were imperfect.

Now, “all unrighteousness is sin,” and
“gin is the transgression of the law,” and
“ the wages of sin is death.,” So we see
that the only voice of the law of God to
any who hear it, is: You cannot live. “All
have sinned and come short of the glory
of God.” Therefore must * every mouth
be stopped and all the world become
guilty before God.,” (Rom. iii. 9.)

There lay the whole human family
dead and dyingthroughsin, the law hang-
ing up before them, they admit, is grand,
“just” und * holy.” They were told that
“The man that doeth these thingg shall
live.” (Rom. x. 5. Gal. iii.12.), But O,
they could not do them. Some tried
hard, as Paul describes, Rom, vii. 14-24,
When with their minds they resolved
to “do those things and live,” they
found gin in their members hindering
and preventing. When the striving
ones found they conld not deliver them-
selves from death, they exclaimed:
“Wretched man that I am, who will de-
liver me from this body of death?”
(Diaglott) or, from the sin and death
which has gotten possession of my
body. When he go cries out, he has
reached the place God wanted to bring
him to, 4. e., to realize that le can NEVER
deliver himself from death and sin. But
some one asks: If he dies does not the
act of dying fill all the requirements of
the law, and could he not, after thus dy-
ing, be raised up by God? ' No, youn err
in supposing that the act of dying is the
penalty. Man has been dying ever since
sin entered--the-world; but -the penalty

dead. But when will the Iaw of God
release the sinner from the bondnge ot
death? Never; if he could not obey
the law while partially dead he certain-
1y cannot. when completely so. Lver
gince the “full” from perfect manhood
through sin, man has been in a dying
condition, sometimes spoken of us al-
ready dead (see Matt. viii. 22.) Andnone
but a perfect man could keep a perfect
law. But, says one, did not God send
his fon into the world to show us how we
could work our way up to spiritual life—
appearing among us on the lowest round
of the ladder, did He not point out to
us the way; he being thus “our fore-
ranner "

This view in many respects is held by
a great many, mostly “Unitarians” and
“Universalists” and like many other
viewshasa mixture of truthin it; but asa
whole is far from being “the truth” on this
subject. Jesus did indeed “lay aside
the glory which he had with the Father,
before the world ;” He did appenar to “‘set
us an example that we should follow in
his footsteps” and to be “our forerun-
ner,” but more, he is also our “ Redeemer”
Sfrom the curse of the Law—the curse of the
law upon us as sinners ig death. Ilow
did he redeem us from death? To re-
deem is to purchase back. He therefore
is snid to have “bought us with his own
precious blood.” Blood represents life
—“The life of the flesh is in the blood”
(Lev. xvii. 11.) therefore shed blood repre-
sents death or sacrificed life. “¥le gave his
life;” ‘“He shed his blood;” He tasted
death,” all have thesame meaning. But
how could his life purchase or redeem or
buy ours? Ife as a man, was a perfect
man, kept the perfect law perfectly; there-
fore the same law which wasthe sinners
enemy condemning us to death, was his
friend and guaranteed to him life. But
was he not born into the world under

by the degrading eflects of sin. And

condemnation of death, as much asany

will not be entirely inflicted until all are

other son of Adam? No, he was not the,
son of Adam, but a direct creation of
God—"made in the likeness of sinfu
tlesh,”,but “in him was no sin.” 1f he
had done sin or been born o sinner, his
life would. have been forfeited an was
thie first Adum’s and ours.  If a ginner
lie would be obliged to die for limself
and consequently “would have nothing
to give us.iransom for ours, But hewas
perfect, kept the law, had o right to per-
Ject natural life forever; “But for the joy
set before him,” by the promise ol the
Father to raise him from the dead a
spiritual body, he renounced the natur-
al bife and guve it for our ransom.

But when he arose from death, was
not that a taking back of the price? It
would, it he had taken back the same life
(perfect-nutural) wihich he luid down;
but e did not take back the natural;
he was quickened by the Spirit—* made
a quickening spirit,” “raised o spiritual
body.” There is a naturalbody and there
is u spiritual body. ,

Thus “by his precious (valuable) blood’
(life), we were “1edeemed from the curse
of thelaw”—death, To what kind of life
were we redeemed ? The sume which
man hud befure death (the curse) came;
the sime kind that he gave for us, i. e,
perfect natural life. But we are promised
spirvitual life, and that we shull be made
1ike unto Christ’s glorious body? Yes;
itis o purl of God’s offer to us (during
the Gospel age), that if we die to earthly
and Heshly—uatural—life, we may be
reckoned us “members of his body,” and par-
tnke of the same kind of life as our Head.
In this arrangement, we are reckoned as
being (with ail the rest of mankind) jus-
tified to the perfect nataral life first, else
we could not give our idves; but being
justified to life, Jesus says to us, you
can either have this natural life, or, if
you will renounce this natural, as 1
did, and become deund to the world, you
shall have instead, the spiritual life and
body. “If we be dead with Christ, we
shall Hve with him.” Rom. vi. 4-8. 1t is
o faithful saying: “ For if we be dead
with him, we shall also live with him;
if we sufler,weshall also reign with him.”
21m, ii. 11, “Ye are partakers of Chirist’s
sutlerings.” 1 Pet.iv.13. *“Joiot heirs
with Christ, if so be that we suffer with
lim, that we may be also gloritied to-
gether,” Rom, viii. 17.

And it is because God thus waits
until the elect number, the bride, the
body, the Church, has “filled up the
meusnre of thesuflerings of Clirist, which
are behind,” thatthe times of “ restitution
of all things,” purchased fur the world by
the blood of Christ, are delayed and yet
future, The Head suffered und died 1800
years ago; but all of the suffering and
death of the body are not yet completed.
Not noticing this, has caused wonder on
the purt of almost all, thut the benefits
and results of the ransom have not soon-
er come. (See type, ** Seape Goat,” &c.,
in next Number,)

But would it be right for God 1o reckon
the one righteous life given, as a full
payment for the lives of the millions of
sinners who have died ? Does not the
price—one, for x billion or more-—seem
tike & short payment? This is a rea-
sonable question, and we will allow Paul
to giveita reasonable answer, Heis a
logical reasoner, us well us an inspired
Apostle, and argues that, as God had seon
proper 1o ¢undemn all men to death on
account of Adam’s disobedience, so he
had » right to reckon thesecond Adam
a representative man, und justify to life
all the race, in return for the sacrifice of
this one perfect life.

“For ag by one man’s disobedience
many were made sinners, so by the obe-
dience of one shall many be made right-
eous, ‘“Iherefore as by the offense of
one, judgment came upon ail men to con-
demnation,” (condemned to suffer the
penalty of sin—death,) “ even so by the
righteousness of one, the free gift came
upon all men unto justificution to tife.”
(Remember that we do not now enjoy
life ; vur condition is a dying one, *‘Dy-
ing thou shalt die” was the penalty pro-
nounced on Adam (wargin). The con-
dition of perfect life as it was enjoyed
betore death came, is what all men are
justitied to, by the cbedience of ‘‘Jesus
Christ who, by the grace of God, tasted
death for every man.”

“For asin Adam (orby Adam’s sin) all
‘die, 80 “in Christ (or by Christ’s obedi-
ence, &c.) shall all be made alive. As the
first Adam’s bride was o party to the sin,
80 we sec the second Adanys bride is
made o party with her Lord in the re-
moving of the curse, Oh glorious plan,

of our all wise und loving Father, and

v

“the exceedingriches ofhis ‘g"m?:% toward -
us, in Christ Jesus.” LT,
But says one, 1 thought that Jesus had
nullified, setaside and destroyed the law;:
and that therefore mankind could ap-
proach God, Oh no, that wasa great
mistake, Would itnot be strange indeed
il the Jather inade o law, which we bhave
gseen was “just” and “holy” and in fact
the only one he could give because he
could not make an imperfect law; would
it seem proper even to think of Jesus as
setting aside and destroying that “just”
and “holy” law, or in any way making a
league with sin or sinners? No, no. e
came to do the Father’s will and the law
wus the record of it, He kept it himself
and taught the true meaning .of it to be
highet than . the letter, and that to be
“angry with a brother without a cause”
was to violate the command “Thou shalt
not kill.’* No, says Paul: “Christ magni-
fied the lnw (made it larger and more
minnte) and made it honorable,” show-
ed in fact that, that law could not be set

aside nor broken.

Bnt we read,“ Christ isthe end of the
law.” What can that mean? The
trouble is you have not quoted the con-
nections. The text reads: “ For Christ
is the end of the law for righteousness to
every one that believeth.,” (Rom. x,5.) -
o whom is hethis? To the believers—
the members of hisbody. How? Right-
eously, not hy breaking it, but by right-
eously fulfilling itsrequirements (and we -
in Him are just before the law.) Another
similartext reads: *“Thereis therefore”
(because we in Jlimare reckoned dead to
the wor d and alive toward God through
Him—our new life) *‘now no condemna-
tion to them which are 1N Christ Jesus.,”
Why arethose in Christ not condemned ?
Becuuse, since coming into Him by faith
they have received of His spirit, and with
Hiwm can say *“ I delight to do thy will O,
my God: yea, thy law is within my
heart.”  (Ps.xl. 8.) Theyare then alive
spiritually though yet living in the dead
body of sinful flesh which they are op-
posed to, and which by the holy spirit
given they are enabled to *“‘crucify,” &c.
These walk not after the flesh, but after
the spitit, and to all 80 walking in Christ
there is no condemnation from the law.
And we may add none can so live and
walk except they have recognized .their
ransom, come into Christand received of -
His spirit.

And in the glorions millenial age,
when all shall know God from least to
greatest, when “The knowledyge of the
Lord shall fill the whole earth ;”—*The
times of restitution’’—there will be the
same * holy and just” law; and under the
“Royal Priesthood” afier the order of
Melchisedec (the order of an endless life))
poor fallen humanity will be helped back
again to that perfect condition from whence
Adam fell; a condition in harmony with
Ged's law, and therefore in harmony
with God. :

But will they receive no punishment
for misdeeds of the present life? Theyl
will receive punishwent, *“stripes, &c.,”
in proportion as they had lightand lived
contrary to it. As our Master explained:
“It shall be more tolerable for Sodom,
&c.,” in the day of judgment (in the age
of trial) than for the Jews, to whom He
spoke, because the Sodomites had less
light, (Matt, ii: 24,) There will be many
or few “stripes,” in proportion to the
amount of light they have had and the
use made of 1t.

There will be rewards given to some
during that age also; “for whosoever .
shall give to one of these little ones ( of
‘little flock’) a cup of cold water, only
in the name of a disciple, shall in no
wise lose his reward.” (Matt. 10: 42)
And when the King shall sit “on the
throne of his glory,” (during the millenial
age), some will be rewarded for having
ministered to the members of JIis body.
“Inasmuch ag ye did it unto one of the
least of these,” (in the throne) “ye did it
unto me.”  (Matt, 15: 40.) :

Bro. Paton's Trip West,

Announced in our last, has been de-
layed for the present. He has been
busily engaged during the past month
writing a book ‘which will be of general
interest to you all. It will be a careful
exposition of our views regarding ful-
filled prophecy; our hopes of present
and foture; as well as the seriptural evi-
dences of the presence of the Son of Man,
and that we are now in “the day of the

Lord,” &e.
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