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;Why Evil Was Permitted.

A DIALOGUE.

B. There are many beautiful truths
taught in the Bible, which commend
themselves to my better judgment, and
if I could only have my mind clear on
some points, I would gladly accept the
whole. It seems, too, that there must be
gome way out of my difliculties, if I
could only find it; for surely the book
is stamped with a wisdom higher than
human, and my difliculty must arise
from a failure to comprehend it more
fully.

4. Well, my brother, it gives me great
pleasure to meet with an honest inquirer
after truth. "You are anxious, then, to
find the connecting links in the great
chain which binds the intercsts of hu-
manity to the throne of God. We be-
lieve that all Scripture isgiven by inspi-
ration of God, and that the Spirit will
guide us into all truth. If it should
please Him 1o use me as His mouth-
piece, it will be a great privilege. . Will
_you please.state one of those points, and
when that ismade clear, we shall bo glad
to hear of others?

B. Ona of these questions is, why
was evil permitted? If God.is infinite
in power, wisdom and goodness, why
did._he permit his fair creation to be so
‘marred by sin? After creating our first
_parents perfect and upright, why did he
-permit Satan to present the temptation?
or why allow the forbidden tree to have
a place among the good ? Could he not
have prevented all posslblhty of man’s
‘overthrow? ‘

A. I see just where your difliculty
hcs, and I think I can make it very plain
toyou. It pleased God for the joy it
gives him to dispense his goodness, and
to exercise the attributes of his glorious

‘

being to create various orders of intel-
ligent Leings. Some he has endowed
with greater capacity than others; but
each he made perfectly adapted to his
sphere and destiny. We arc acquainted
with many forms of life in our world,
and doubtless many others exist of which
we know nothing yet; but above all
others, stands man, the master-piece of
God’s workmanship, endowed with rea-
son and intelligence superior to all oth-
ers, and given the dominion over all.
He was made upright and perfect; God
pronounced him “ very good.” He also
made him (Adam) free in the cxercise of
all his powers—physical, mental and
moral—and though thesc powers were
all perfect in their mcasure, yet they
were each capable of large development.
Now, had evil never been placed before
hiwm, he could not have resisted it, and,
consequently, there would be no virtue
nor metit in his doing right. I presume
I need scarcely remark here, that not
the fruit of the tree, but the act of diso-
bedience caused man’s fall,

'B. DBut could not God havé made man
unchangeably perfect?

A. Noj; to have done 8o would have
been to make another God. Unchange-
ableness is an attribute only of an infal-
lible, infinite being—God. Ife who can-
not err must, of necessity, be all-wise,
all-powerf{ul and, consequently, eternal—
a God and yet a creature—a suppositioN
as absurd as impossible.

B. I had never thought of it so. .

A. If an intelligent creature is to be
made at all, hc must be made liable to
change; and, as he wasg created pure,
any change must be from purity to sin.
He could not even know the meaning of
good unless he had evil to contrast with
it. He could not be reckoned as obedi-
entto God, unless a temptation to dis-
obedicnce were presenied, and such an
evil made possible.

3. But could not God, with whom we

‘are told “all things are possible,” .have

interfered in season to prevent the full
accomplishment of Satan's designs 7

A. You say, “all things are possible
with God." I trust you remember that
it is all possible things.that are possible
with him. “Itis impossible for God to
lie.” JIeb vi. 18. “He cannot deny
hxmsel[‘” 2 Tim. ii. 13, He cannot do
wrong. IIe cannot choose any but the
wisest and best plan for introducing his
creatures into life ; and we should bear
in mind, that the fact of God's not in-
terfering with the introduction and de-
velopment of sin is ono of the very
strongest of reasons for believing that
evil is necessary, and designed ultimate-
ly to work good. .

C. DBro. A, may Imtcrrupt you “here
to ask, why, if it was proper and wise

that Adam should have a trial under the |

most favorable circumstances, as a per-

fect man, should not all his posterity |

have a similarly favorable trial? Woall

know that we are born with both mental
and physical ailments and imperfections,
Why did not God give us all as good a
chance as Adam ?

A, If youorI had been in Adam’s
place, we would have done just as he
did. Remember, he had known God
only a little while. He found himself
alive; perhaps God told him he was his
creator, had a right to command his obe-
dience, and to threaten and inflict pun-
ishment for disobedience. Butwhat did
Adam know about the matter? Here
was avother being at his side who con-
tradicted God, telling him that he would
not die from eating the fruit; that God
was jealous, becauso eating of this fruit
would make him a God also.,  Then the
tempter exemplified his teaching by eat-
ing of it himself, and man saw that he
was the wisest of creatures. Can you
wonder that they ate? No; as a rcason-
ing being he could scarcely have done
oltherwisc. )

C. But he should have remembered
the pcnalty—whut a terrible price he
must ‘pay for his. dmobcdlencc—the
wretchedness and death wlm,h ‘would
follow. . If T were 8o placed, I think I
should make more eflort to withstand
the tempter.

A. Wait, Bro. C.; j ryou forget thab
Adam, up to this time, was totally unac-
quainted with wretchedness and. death.
He could not know what wretchedness
meant; he nevor had been wretched.

IIe did not know what dymg meant ; he|

never had died, nor seen auny creaturo
dig, for death did not enter the world

uniil after his disohedience (Rom, v..12),

and if you or I had been. there, con-
trolled by an unbiased. judgment, we
would have doue just as Adam did. The
reason -you think you could withstand
better is, that you have had experienco
with evil, and have learned, in a meas-
ure, what Adam up to that time had not
learned in the smallest degree, viz., to
know good from evil.

C. 'Ol Isce. Then it is bccmmo wo
would have done just as Adam did that
God is justified in counting us all sinners,

that “Dby the one man’s disobedicnce, |
.you said, God had & remuly ‘provided

the many werc made sinners,” and “by
the oflcnco of one, all were condemned ”
(Rom. v. 18, 19), and so “the wages of
sin (death) passed yponall,” aud through
ot “in Adam all die.”

B. Do I understand you to say that
God does evil thal good may como?

4. By no means. God did no evil,
and he permitted it only because it was
necessary that bis crealyres should know
good from evil ; that by being made ac-
quainted with sin and its consequences
—sickness, misery . and death—they
might learn “the exceeding sinfulness
of 8in,” and having tasted that {he bitger

prepared to choose life and live. ,
B. But did not God. implant. inhis

‘:creaturo that very thirst for knowledge

“ wages of sin is death,” they might be]
' 1 voiée of mﬁmtolovc isheard:

which led him to an act of dmobcdlcnro
in order to gratify it? Doesit not scetn,
too, that He wanted him to become nc-
quainted with evil, and if so, why should
He attach a penalty to the sinful act,
knowing that a knowledge of evil could
be obtained in no other way? e
A. "We can see readily that'a" knowl-
cdge of evil could be obtained in no way
except by xtg introduction ; and remem-
ber, Admp coild not have disobeyed if
God had given no commandment, and
every command must have a penalty at-
tached Lo giveit force. Thcrcfore, Ielaim
that God not only foresaw man's fall into
sin, but designed it. Tt was a part of His
plan, God permilted, nay, wantéd fnan
to fall; and why? Because, having the
remcdy provided for his releaso from its
consequences, Ile gaw that the result
would be to lead man to a knowledge,
through experience, which would enable
him to see the bitlerness and blackness
of sin—*" the exceeding sinfulness of sin,”
and the matchless brilliancy of virtue

in_contrast with it; thus teaching him

the more to love and honor his Creator,
who is the fountain and source of all
goodness, and to forever shun that which
brought so much woe and misery. So
‘| the final ‘result is greater love to God,
and greater hatred of all that is op[)me(l
to Him. The best nrm.unent ng'imst
templation is knowledg(" ‘

C. Your reasonmg' is clear, forcible
and would seem to me plausable were it
not that this experience and knowledge
como too late to benefit the hutiian fam-
ily. Adam failed from want'of knowl-
edge and expericnce to muintain upright-
ness of ‘character. is posterity, though
possessing that' knowledge and experi-
ence, fail to attain npnghtmss from lack
of ablhty occasioned by his sin. n

B. I cansee no obj(,ctwn to yuur new
view, that cvil was permitled becuuse
necessary to man's development and
designed for his ultimate good, were
it -not.as Bro. C. suggests: Mankind
will never have an 'oppmtuniry to
make uso of the experience and knowl-
edge thus obtained. Bui, Bro. A., what'
did you mean a few minutes ﬂin(‘(' when

for man’s relenso from’ tho effects of the
fall bofore he fell ?

A. God foresaw that having given
man freedom of choice, he would, through
lnck of knowledge, nceept evil when dis-
guised as an “angel of light;” and also
that becoming acquainted with it, he
would still choose it, becanse that ac-
quaintance would so impair his moral
nature, that cvil would bLécome 1tnore
agreeable to him and more to be desired
than good. So, permitting Lim to take
his own course, man brought upon him-
self misery and death, from which he
could nover recover himsecll, Then the
“ Bchold
the Lamb of God tlmt t,uketh away the sm

(Continued on page 7.)
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ZION’'S WATCH TOWER.

Do You Want “Zjon’'s Watch
' Tower ?*

We have sent out about 6,000 copies
each, of the July and August Nos. of
“Zion’s Wafeh Tower” ag samples. This
we eannot continue to do, beeause first,
it is expensive, and second, we have no
desire to waste truth by sending where
it is not desired and would not be appre-
ciated. We would like thercfore to
hear from all who want the paper regu-
larly before the tenth day of August,
that we may know what number of
copies to publish for September.

The price is very low in order to suit
the purses of the majority of the inter-
ested ones, among whom are " not many
rich,” (for* God hath chosen the poor of
this world rich in faith, heirs of the
kingdom.”) and unless o good large list
of subscribers are had, fifty cents will
fall far short of paying for printing, &e.

Do not supposc these remarks to be an
appeal for money. No, “Zion’s Watch
Tower” has, we believe Jenovau for ity
backer, and while this is the case it will
never beg nor pelelion men for support.
When e who says: “All the gold and
silver of the mountaing are mine,” fails
to provide necessary funds, we will un-
dergtand it to be time to suspend the
publication.

Do not put off until to-morrow what
you ean do to-day. If youwant the Sep-
tember No, take your pen at once.
Remember that the paper is as free to
you if too poor to send the fifty cents
as though you could afford it and paid
for it, but we cannot know your circum-
" stances—You must write also.

Where it is impossible to get paper
money, U. 8. (not foreign) postage stamps
wmay be sent.

How will Christ Come?

Having considered in our last the ob-
ject of our Lord’s return, the manner in
which he will come becomes to all who
“love Iis appearing” one of great in-
terest, and now invites your attention.

In order that we may have a good
foundation, and as a basis for fuorther in-
vestigation, we will first inquire. What
isa gpiritual body? What powers are
theirs, and by what laws are they gov-
erned? Weare here met by the ob-
jections—we have no right to pry into
the hidden things of God: and, “Iye
hath not seen, ear heard, ncither have
entered into the heartof man, the things
which God hath prepared for those that
love him.” To both of these propositions
we assent, but believe we cannot find out
by studying God’s word—and ourinves-
tigation will be confined to it—what he
hasnot revealed. Theabove quotation of
scripture. (1 Cor. ii: 9.) refers to the
natural or earnal man, and by reading it,
in connection with the threc verses
which follow the objection vanishes;
for, siys the apostle, “God hath reveal-
ed them unto us by Ilis spirit,”” which
was given to us “that we might know the
things freely given untousof God ;” and
in the last clause of va. 13, he gives us
the rule by which we may know, viz:
“Comparing spiritual things with spirit-
nal.” We are very aptto invert this
rule and compare spiritual things with
natural, and thus get darkness instead
of light. 'l‘etgus now use the apostle’s
rule. ‘ :

There is a spiritual body ag well as a
natural body ; a heavenly, ag well as an
carthly body; a celestinl as well aga
terrestrinl.  They are distinet and sepa-
rate. {1 Cor. xv. 38. 40.) We know what
the fleshly, natural body is, for we now
have such; it is flesh, blood and bones;
for “ that which is born of the flesh is

flesh,” and since there are two kinds of
bodies, we know that the spiritual is not
composed of flesh, blood and bones,
whatever it may be, it isa spiritual body,
and “that which is born of the spirit is
spirit.” But-of what material a spirit-
uul body is composed, we know not, for
“it doth not yct appear what weshall be;
but we shall be like Him.” [Christ.]
ANGELS ARE SPIRITUAL BODIES,

Christ was raised fromn the dead a
gpivitual body; this was Ilis second
birth, Tirst, born of the flesh a fleshly
body—for, “asthe childrenare partakers
of flesh and blood, He also Himself like-
wise took part of the same” (Heb, ii.
14.) Ile was “Pat to death in the flesh
but guickened [made alive] by the
Spirit.”  Ile was raised a spiritual body.
This resurrection wus IHis second birth,
ITe was the “first born from the dead,”
“the first-born nmong many brethren;”
The church are those brethren and will
have a second birth of the same kind as
His, viz: to spiritual bodies by the
resurrection,when we shall awakein His
likeness—being made “Likeunto Christ’s
glorious body.” But, this second Dbirth
must be preceded by a begetting of the
spirit—conversion—just as surely as a
birth of the flesh is preceded by a heget-
ting of the flesh. Begotten of the flesh
—bhorn of the flesh—in the likeness of
the first Adam, the earthly; begotten of
the spirit—in the resurrection bhorn of
the spirit into the likness of the heaven-
ly, the second Adam., “As we have
borne the image of the earthly we shall
also bear the image of the heavenly”
We may, then, by examining facts re-
corded of angels, and of Christ alter ITis
resurrection, gain general information
with regard to spiritnal bodies, thus
“compnring spiritual things with spirit-
ual.”

TFirst, Angels can be, and frequently
are, present, yet invisible; for, “The
angel of the Lord encampeth round
about them that are Iis, and delivereth
them;” and “Are they not nll minister-
ing spirits, sent forth to minister for
them who shall.be heirs of salvation?”
(Heb. i. 14.) Are you an heir of salva-
tion ? Then, douhtless, they have minis-
tered to you. Iave they ministered
visibly or invisibly? Undoubtedly the
latter. Elisha was surrounded by a host
of Assyrians, his servant was fearful;
Elisha prayed to the TLord and the
young man’s eyes were opened and he
“saw the mountains round about Eligsha
full of chariots of fire and horsemen of
fire” (or like fire). Again, while to
Baalam the angel was invisible the asg’
eyes being opened saw him,

Second, Angels can and have appear-
ed as men. The Lord and two angels so
appeared to Abraham, who had n supper
prepared for them, of whieh they ate.
At first, Abraham supposed them to be
“three men,” and it was not until they
were about to go that he discovered one
of them to be the Lord, and the other
two angels, who afterward went down to
Sodom and delivered Lot. (Gen. xviii.
1.} An Angel appeared to Gideon asa
man, but afterward made himself known.
An Angel appeared to Samson’s mother
and father; they thought him a man
until ITe ascended up to heaven in the
flame of the altar. (Judges xiii. 20.)

Third, Spiritual bodies are glorious in
their normal condition andare frequent-
ly spoken of as glorious and bright.
The countenance of theangel who rolled
away the stone from the sepulcher “was
as the lightning.” Duaniel saw a glorious
spiritaal body whose oyes were as lamps
of fire, hig countenance as the lightning,
his arms and feet like in color to polish-
ed brass, hig voice as the voice of u
multitude; before him Daniel fell as a

dead man. _(Daniel x. 6.) John, on the
isle of I'atmos, saw Christ’s glorious
body, (Itev. i. 14.) and describes the“ap-
pearance in almost the same langnage—
His voice was as the sound of many
waters; His eyes aslamps of fire, ITis feet
like fine brass as it burns in a furnace,
(so bright that you can scarcely look at
it), John falls at His feet as dead; but
He said to him, fear not; I am He that
was dead; behold I am alive forever-
more. Saul of Tarsus saw Christ's glori-
ous body. It shone above the bright.
ness of the sun at noonday. Saul lost
hig sight and fell to-the ground, &e.

We havethus fur found spiritnal bodies
truly glorious; yet, without a miracle,
cither the opening of our eyes to sce
them, or their appearing in the flesh as
men, they are invisible, This conclu-
sion is further confirmed when we ex-
amine the more minute details conneet-
ed with these manifestations, The Lord
was seen of Saul alone, “they that
journeyed with him * * ¥ % gee-
ing no man.” (Acts ix, 7.) The men
that were with Daniel did not see the
glorions being he deseribes, but a great
fear * fell on them and they ran and hid
themselves.,” Again, this same glorious
being declares: (Daniel x. 13.) “The
prince of Persia withstood me one and
twenty days.” - “Daniel, the man great-
ly beloved” of the Lord, faulls as dead
before this one whom Persia’s prince
withstands one and twenty dnys’. How
is this? Surely, ITe did not appear in
glory to the prince; no; either He was
invigibly present with him, or else

ME APPEARED AS A MAN,

Christ is a spiritual body since His
resurrection. - During the forty days of
His presence before ascension, He ap-
peared some seven or eight times to Iis
disciples; where was Ile the remainder
of the time? TPresent but invisible.
Notice, also, that in each instance Ile is
said to have appeared, or e showed Ilim-
self, langunge never used of I1im Dbefore
His change from a naturnl to a spiritunl
body ; now, as angels do—He appeared
&e. Not only so, but IHe appeared in
different bodies—as the gardencr to
Mary, ‘“after that, e appeared in an.
other vory to two of them as they went
into the country.” Notice, it was in an-
other form and consequently not the
same one in which he appeared to
Mary. (Mark xvi. 12). Afterwards Ile
appeared in a body, either the same or
like the one erucified, having the marks
of the spear and the nails, “1Te came
und stood in their midst, the doors being
shut,” On these various occasions IHe
appeared, talked with them, then vanish-
ed out of their sight as the wind; they
could not tell whenece IHe came nor
whither He went. “So is every one that
i born of the spirit.” When we are born
of the spirit (at thé resurrection) we can
do so also. All spiritval beings exhibit
this same power. DBut Jesus said:
“handle me; for a spirit [pneuma] hath
not flesh and bones, as ye sce me have”
and e ate with themn, True; Thelieve
it. So did the angels [pneuma] (Heb, i.
7.) appear as men in flesh and bones; they
ate also; their spiritual bodies did not
mt, nor were they flesh and bones, but
the body in which they appeared was
flesh, and it ate. ‘The disciples did not
see Christ’s glorious spiritual body, but
as He appeared in a fleshly body. St
Panl teaches us distinctly that Christ
was raised from the dead a life-giving
spirit, [pnewma, the same word used by
our Lord.] (1 Cor, xv. 41 45) But
where did IIe get the various bodics
in which He appeared? 1 eannot ans-
wer you ; but 1 believe, and you do also,
other things which we cannot under-
stand, I cannot understand how that

grain of wheat grows, Yet I know it~
does. I know not hiow Christ turned the
water into wine, or healed the 'sick, or
raised the dead. Yet I believe that He
did these things. Can you tell me where
ITe got the clothes e wore after His
resurrection? “They parted ITis raiment
among them, and for His vesture they
cast lots"—the old were gone, and the
linen clothes lay in the sepulcher. Isit
more diflicult for spiritual beings, with
theéir powers, to create a ecovering of
flesh than s covering of cloth? No;
the snme power can and did do both.

Thus we have found Christ’s spiritual
body like those of angels; gloriang, yet
invisible to mortals, with power to mani-
fest the glory; or appenr as o man or in
any form He may choose. Inthe resur-
rection we shall be like the angels; and
“like unto Christ’s glorions body.” We
shall be like ITim; for (not until then)
we shall see Him as Ife s, for though
we have known Christ after the flesh,
yet now henceforth know we Him no
more,” [after the flesh.] (2 Cor. v. 16.)
Such a spiritual being was Christ, at
the time of His ascension, and with
what we have learned of the powers of
that spiritual body, we are now, we
hope, prepared to inquire:

“ITOVW WILL JIE COME AGAIN?”

Brietly stated, we believe the Script-
ures to teach, that, at lis coming and
for a time after e has come, He will
remain invisible; afterward manifest-
ing or showing Ilimself in judgments
and various forms, so that “every eye
shall see HHim.” But every cye will not
sec ITim at the same moment. A similar
statment is made of the Resurrection,
“Allthat are in their graves hear the
voice of the Son of Man and come forth,”
Taken by itself, this seemsto teach the
resurrection of all at once, Yet we know
that there is a first resurrection com-
posed of the “ blessed and holy " only.

“Behold, T come as a thief” is the
way lle frequently spoke to Ilis disci-
ples of ITis coming. Ile comes “nsa
thief” for the church—the waiting vir-
ging, both “they  that sleep in Jesug”—
the first resurrection—and “we, who
are alive and remain,” *shall be caught
up to meet the Lord in the air so shall
we ever be with the Lord.”

“In that day two shall be in the mill,
tivo in the ficld, two in bed; one be tak-
en and the other left "—like Enoch, who
was not, for the Lord took him.” The
world will go on with its affairs, un-
conscious of the grent changes of dispen-
sation, }

The second advent, like the first, cov-
ers a period of time, and isnot the event
of a moment. The first lasted nearly
thirty-four years, and the events con-
nected with it—Ilis birth, baptism, sor-
row, death, resurrection, cte., as men-
tioned by the prophets, all took place at
the first advent. The second advent, ns
we have seen, lasts much longer. It in-
cludes the millennial reign, and pro-
pheey covers all the prominent features
of that reign.  He comes to reign—must
reign until He hasput down all enemies;
the last being death. 1 Cor. xv. 25.

In the applieation of prophecy to the
events of the first advent, we recognize
order. Christ must be the “child born
and son given” “before the man of sor-
rows and aequainted with grief.” Ile
must die before ITe conld rise from the
dead, ete. 8o also in studying prophecy
referring to the seennd advent we must
recognize order; we must judge of the
order somewhat by the character of Lthe
event. As the wife is the glory of the
husband, sothe Bride isthe glory of
Christ, for we are to be “ partakersof the
glory that shall be revealed, (1 Pet v.
1. 10.) and as the “glory shull be reveal-
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ed in us.” (Rom. viii. 18) We know
that Christ could not come in the glory
of his kingdom [church] until he has
first gathered it fromthe world. In har-
mony with this thought we read—"“When
ITe shall appear, we also shall appeur with
Ifimin glory.” (Col. iii, 4.)

The prophets foretold the suflerings of
Christ [head and body] and the glory
that should follow. If the suflerings
were of the whole body, so is the glory
we sufler with Iim that we may be also
“glorified together.” (Rom. viii. 17.)
“ Euoch prophesied, saying—the Lord
cometh with ten thousands of Iis saints,”
[gr. hagios, mncver {ranslated angel.]
(Jude 14.) Again, (Zach. xiv.5.) we
read—“the Lord my God shall come
and all thy saints with thee” Thus we
learn that when He appears in glory we
are with L1im, and of coursc, we must be
caught t6 meet Him Dbefore we could
appear with Iim.

We have further evidence to offer,

proving that IIe comes unknown to the

world ; but attempt to answer two sup-
posed objections first; viz: ‘‘ Thissame
Jesus shall so come in like manner as ye
have seen Ilim go into heaven,” (Acts i.
11.) and “The Lord himself shall de-
scend from heaven with a shout, with

the voice of the arch-angel and the

trump of God ; and the dead in Christ
shall rise.” (1 Thes. iv. 16.) These
Texts are supposcd to teach that Christ
will come visible to cvery cye, while
theair is rent with the blast of the Arch-
angel’s trumpet, at which, mid recling
tombstones and opening graves the dead
will be regurrected. It certainly has
that appearance on the surface, and
doubtless was intended to be so under-
stood until duec; but look at it again;
would that be coming in like manner as
they saw IHimgo? Ie did not go with
the sounding of a trumpet and outward
demonstration. It does not say you
shall see Ylim coming, nor that any one
would so see, but—He shall come. When
he arrives it will be privately. He
comes to organize us—i{he Church—as
1lis kingdom ; to set us up. Ile comes
to be glorified in His saints in that day
(2 Thes. i. 10.) The world saw him not
after His resurrection ; they did not see
im ascend. And “lle shall so come
in like manner”—unknown to the
world. As Ie said, “ Yet a little while
and the world sceth e no more,” nor
will they sce IIim at Ilis second advent
until Iis church is gathered, for when
IIe shall appear we also shall appear
with Him.” What, then, does the
trumpet mean? Let us sce. 'Weare to
be rewarded “ at the resarréction,” we
surely will not be rewarded twice nor
resurrected twice.  We conclude, there-
fore, that the “ Trump of God,” (1 Thes.
iv. 16) and the * Last Trump,” (1 Cor.
xv. 52,) are the saume, differently ex-
pressed ; the samc eventsare mentioned
as occurringat cach; viz.: the resurrce-
tion and reward of the saints, and for
the saine reason we believe the “ Trump
of God " and “ Last Trump” to be the
" “Seventh Trump” of Rev. xi. 15.18.
Under it also the dead are judged and
the prophets and saints rewarded. Then
the “Seveulh Trump” is the “Last
Trump,” and is called, “The Trump of
God,” possibly because introducing the
special judgmeotls of God connected with
the setting up of Ilis kingdom.

These trumpets evidently are thesame,
but what?  Theseventh angel sounded.
A sound on the air? No, not any more
than the six which preceded it. They are
each said to sound, and Sir Isaac Now-
ton, Clarke, and all commentators of note
agrec that five or six of these trumpets
are in the past. They have been fulfill-
ed in cvenis upon the Iarth, each cov-

ering a period of time. They certaiuly
must all sound before the resurrection,
for that is under the soventh. If

TIE SEVENTH TRUMP
were Lo make s sound on the air, il
would be out of harmony with the other
six of the series. That it covers “the
great day of His wrally,” the time of
judgments upon the kingdoms of the
world and of the pouring out of the
“seven vials” of ITis wrath, the “tlime
of trouble such as was not since there
was a nation ” seems more than proba-
ble, for we are told in thesame sentence
of the wrath of God coming on the na-
tious.

We sce then, that the sounding of the
trumpels, and so coming in like manner,
do not condlict but rather add force to
the fact that He comes “unawares,” “as
a thief” and steals away from the world
“Iis treasure, Ilis jewecls,” remember
too that this is Christ the spiritual body,
that could not be scen without a miracle,
that was present yet unscen during
thirty-three days after his resurrcction,

But will the world not sce the saints

when gathered or gathering? No; they

are changed (in the twinkling of an eyc)
from Natural to Spiritual bodies, like
unto Chrisl’s glorious body, andin the
instant of their change &c., will be as
invisible as ITe and angels. Dut those
who arise from their graves?—No, they
were sown (buried) natural bodies, they
are raised spiritual bodics—invisible.
Won't the world see the graves open
and the tombstones thrown down? A
spirifual body (remember we arc com-
paring epiritual things with spiritual,
not natural) coming out of the grave
will not make any more of a hole in the
ground than Christ’s spiritual body made
in the door when “Ile came and stood
in their midst, the doors being shut.”
But do 1iot, forget that only the church
are raised spiritual bodics, all others,
natural fleshly bodies as Lazarus, &c.
PRESENCE OF CHRIST BEFORE TIIE
RAPTURE OF 'TIE CEURCH.
Christ’s personal prescnce and minis-
try of three and a half yearsat the first
advent, as well as the three and a half
years which followed his miunistry is
termed—" T'he harvest.” 1t was the har-
vesting of the Jewish or Law age.
Chirist was present as the chief reaper.
Ilis disciples as under-reapers; their
work was scparating of wheat from
chafl and the gathering of the wheat in-
to the higher or Gospel dispensation,
That harvest was the end of that age.
Jesus said to Ilis disciples, “Lilt up your
eyes and look on the tields, for they arce
while already to harvest.,” “I sent you
to reap that whercon ye bestowed no
labor, other men (the prophets) have
labored and ye¢ are entered into their
labors ” (John iv.38.) That work was
not general, nor for the world. Ile con-
fined His labors to Judea, und the work
to them did not cease until five days be-
fore Ifis death, when he rode on the ass
into the city, weptover it, gave them up,
and their house was leflunto them deso-
late. After His resurrection e sends
the disciples to “preach the Gospel to
every creature, beginning at Jerusalem
nor werc they suffered to preach to the
world in general until the seven years
of harvest work to that Jewish people
was fully accomplished as God had
promised. (Daniel ix. 27.) “lI¢ (Jesus
chief rcaper) shall coufirm the cove-
nant with many for one week, (seven
years) in the midst of the week making
all sacrifice to cease”’—himself Deing
offered—the true sacrifice. DBut these
three and a half years of the Gospel age
were a harvest to nonc but the Jewish
church; the Gospel church does not reap
but sows the seed. Paul plants, Apollos

waters, God gives increase, cte. But
there is to be a harvest in the end of
this age, as illustrated in the parable of
the tares and wheat, and taught in the ox-
planation of the saine. Notice that both
wheat and tares, are in the kingdom of
heaven,—the church—and that this
parable, as also the other six of the
scries, refers not to the non-professing
world, but to two classes in the chureh.
The Sov of Maun . planted the clhurch
pure, good sced. During the days of the
Apostles there were special “ gifts of the
Spirit”? such as “ discerning of spirits,”
ete., Dy which they were able to prevent
tares gelting in among the wheat—hy po-
crites gelling into the church. (Instance
1 Gor, v. 3.— Simon Magus”—“ Anan-
nias and Sapphira,” ete.) but whon the
Apostles were dead, “ while men slept”
—the enemy began to sow larcs among
the wheat.  Paul says that the mystery
of iniquity had begun to work cven in
his day ; now, they grow side Dy sidein
all our churches. Shall we separate
them, Lord? No (we might make some
mistake, pull up wheat and leave tares.)
“Let both grow together until the Har-
vest.” (Malt. 13.) The harvest s the
end of the world” [aton age.] “In the
time of harvest I will say unto the reap-
crs—the reapers arc the angels—gath-
er logether first the tares, and bind them
in bundles fo burn them; but gather the

wheat into my barn.”
Notice, this Ilarvest is the end of this

age, yet, like the onc ending, the Jowish
age, it is a period of time—* In the time
of harvest’’—secondly, there is order—
“ gather first the tares.,” There will come
a time, then,in the end of this age, when
the reapers—angels—will be present do-
ing some sort of a separating ‘work in
the Church; and yet it is an invigible
presence, for when the wheat is gathered
(afler the binding of the tares,)—transla-
ted, when “we which arcalive are caught
up to meel the Lord”—when taken they
arc in the field, mill and bed; would
they Dbe so cengaged if they had scen
angels going about gathering tares? No;
it is an invisible work, done by beings
invisible.

Again, before the liviug are gathered,
the dead in Christ must have risen,
whother it be but a moment before : “the
dead in Christ rise ,ﬂrst,‘lhcn we which
are alive,” &, (1 Thess. iv. 16.) This
harvest is not of the living only, but
also of “the deadin Christ™ “thosc that
sleep in Jesus.” The angels gather the
living, but onr Lord, who is the chiefl
reaper here (as e was in the Jewish
harvest), gathers or raiges the dead. “1
will raise him up;” “I am the resur-
rection and the life ;” and in harmony
witlh this thought, we find that in Rev.
xiv. 13—“One like unto the Son of Man,
sealed on a cloud,” reaps the earth.
Here, two harvests, or two parts of ono
harvest, are shown, the second being the
casting of the vine of the earth into the
wine-press of His wrath. The special
point Lo which your attention is called,
however, is the fact that tho harvest will
go on without outward demonstration,
the chicf and under-reapers being pres-
ent but unscen.

TIE PRESENCE (PAROUSIA) OF

CIHRIST.

Some may have confounded- these re-
marks on the presence of Christ in a
spiritual body, with the presence of the
spirilof Christ; but they arc quite dis-
tinct. The latter never left the church ;
conscquently in Lthat sense e could not
“come again.”  Of Iisspiritual presence
he said: “Lo, T am with you alway,
even unto the end of the world” We
refer to the personal presence which did
go away, and will come again—a spirit-
ual body.

The Greek word generally used in ref-

crring to the second advent—Parousia,
frequently translated coming—invariably
signifies personal presence, as having come,
arrived, and never significs (o be on the
way, as we use the word coming. This
fact is recognized by many who are look-
ing for the Lord, but the ecrror under
which the church in general is luboring,
is that of supposing that presence im-
plics sight—manifestation—appearance.
In the Greck, however, other words are
used to expressrevelation, appearingand
manifestation, viz: phanerco--rendered
shall appear in “when IIe shall appear,
&c.,’—and apokalupsis—rendered, shall
be revealed—2 Thess. i. 7. “When the
Lord Jesus shall be revealed.”

Butwe have Christ’s own wordsto prove
that He will be present in the world, and
the world will not know of it. Malt. xxiv.
37, we read; “As the days of Noah were,
so shall also the parousia (presence) of
the Son of Man be.”  The presence of
Christ is not compared to the flood, but
to the days of Noah, the days that were
before the flood, as verse 38 shows; as
then they ate, drank, married, cte., and
knew not, so shall also the presence of the
Son of Man Le. The resemblance here
mentioned is that of not knowing—they
will not know of the presence of Christ,
They may have been wicked then, and
doubtless were, and may be similarly
wicked in is presence; but wickedness
is not the point of comparison, as Lthen
they ate, drank, married—proper enough
things to be doing, not sins; so shall it
be in Chrisl’s presence. Now look at
Luke xvii. 26, “As it wag in the days of
Noah, so shall it be also in the days of
the Son of Man.” Verse 27 tells us how
it was in the days of Noab, they were
ealing, drinking, marrying, ete. “So
shall it he in the days of the Son of Man.”
Surely the days of the Son of Man are
not before Ilis days, any more than the
days of Ienry Clay could be days before
he was born.  Noj the more we examine
the more wearc convinced that the world
will go on as usual, and know not until
“the harvest is past, the summer ended,”
aud they are not in the ark, not with the
little flock “ accounted worthy to escape.”
There will be no oulward demonstration
of the second advent having begun, and
Christ being present, until the church is
gathered, whenever it takes place—soon
or in the distant future.

We think we have good solid reasons
—nol imaginalions—not dreams nor
visions, but Bible evidences (known to
the majority of our readers) that we are
now “in the days of tho Son;” that
“the day of the Lord” has come, and

-Jesus, a spiritual body, s present, har-

vesting the Gospel age; yet, as He had
said, the world sceth Him no more; they
eat, drink, etc,, and know not. This day
ofthe Lord, in which “lle will show who
is that blessed and only polentate, the
Lord of Lords and King of Kings,"is
already dawning, but the majority of the
professing church, as well as the world,
arc asleep; and to them—The day so
cometh as a thiefin the night. “But ye,
brethren are not in darkness, that that
day should come upon you as a thief.”
“We arc not of the night, therefore let
us not slecep as do others.”” This is the
signiflication of our sub-title, “IIERALD
or Curist’s Prisexnce.”” Not the worldly
wise butthosec humble ones, wise from
heavenly instruction arc ggeant when it
ig written: “The wise shall under-
stand,” Dut “ If thou shalt not watch thou
shalt not know, what hour I will come
upon thee.” Take heed lest your hearts
be overcharged with . * * * {le cares
of thig life, and so that day come upon
you unawares.” "The events of “the day
of God Alinighty” will next be con-
sidered.
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“God is Love.”

No. XX,

“Order is Ileaven's frst law.” God
has a plun, & systematic way of doing
his work. Al human plans laid in har-
mony with God’s plan are perfectly safe
and certain of success, God's work re-
veals himself, 11is wisdom, power and
love. ITecan be known in no other way.
As “the tree is known by ity frnit.” the
fountain by the stream, the child by his
deings, and the man by his life; so God’s
great Gift, and the work executed by
IHim, reveal the fullness of His love for
man,  God’s plan is cne of hoth revela-
tion and salvation.
a8 o means of eternal life to man. “This
islife eternal, that they might know Thee,
the only true God, and Jesus Christ,
whom Thou hast sent.”  John 17-3,
Jesus Christ is most emphatically the
way of God’s approach to us; the chan-
nel through which light and salvation
flow within our reach, and also the way
of our approach to God. Ile is thus the
Mediator—“the way, the trothand the
life” The glory of Christ’s position and
work, and onr absolute dependence on
Him, will be appreciated it we bear in
mind that all we know of Godisrevealed
in Christ, and “no man cometh to the
Ifather except by Ilim.” Christin every
stage is ealled the “ Word.” Of the pre-
existent state it i said, “In the begin-
ning was the Word,” John 1. 1. DBy
whom God spuke all things into exist-
ence, and for whom also they were cre-
ated,  Of the first advent—more proper-
ly the Incarnation—it is said: “The
Word was made flesh and dwelt among
us, * * full of graccand truth.” Ver.
4. And at Iis future glorions epiphany
—“the anifestation of the Sons of
God,” [Rom, viii. 19]—as the Bridegroom
and the Bride “glorified together, [ver.
17,1 when at the head of that glorious
“army in heaven,” Ile goes forth “con-
quering and to conquer,” He still is eall-
ed “The Word of God.”  Rev. xix, 13.
The “Word” js an expression proceed-
ing from God, and going forth to man,
and in all the ages of vedemnption, Tle is
a8 n stream from the Eternal Fountain ;
proving that “the merey of the Lord
endureth forever;” and as the “Arnn of
the Lord"” made bare and extended to
help, until “all the ends of the earth
shall see the salvation of our God.” [sa.
lii. 10, “I am the Truth)’ said Jesus,
The Word is the Truth spoken or ex-
pressed. - The Bible is God's word, be-
cnuse it reveals the Lord Jesus Christ,
und the great plan of salvation. It con-
tning and reveals Christ, as ITe contains
and reveals the Father; hence, “he that
heareth my words and believeth on Him
that sent me, hath everlasting life, &e.”
John v. 24,

The Lord Jesus is the Spirit of the
Word, [2 Cor., iii. 17,] the golden thread
of revelation from end to end, even in
the writings of Moses, [John v. 46-47,]
but hidden by the letter as a veil from
the unbelieving Jew, {2 Cor., iii. vi. 13~
18,] and from all others who c¢annot
“discern spiritunl things,” “the decp
[covered] things of God.” .

“The natural man receiveth not the
things of the Spirit of God, for they are
foolishiness unto him, neither can he
know them for they are spiritually dis-
cerncd.” 1g€or. ii. 14, The ability to
discern gpiritoal things must depend on
the extent to which our minds are con-
trolled by the spirit of God, [ver, 11.]
Christ is not only the polden thread of
revelation, but the foundation on which
the structure of the Word is built, and
of the plan of the ages.

The poet must have had a glimpse of
the grandeur of the planand of Christ's

Ile reveals himsell

‘edge of our Lord Jesus Christ.”

relation to it when he penned the hymn
entitled “Rock of Ages.”

“ By whom, also, TTe made the worlds ”
[aionios, ages]). Ileb. i, 2. The plan
und all things were formed not only hy
Him, but for Him. [Col. i. 16.] The
plan of salvation is truly the plan of the
ages which God formed for his Son; and
to know God and Christ fully, we must
know their plan of work, The work is
moved by and expresses their love;
thercfore, the better we understand the
plan and work, the more we will appreci-
ate the love. God’s love known—“ghed
abroad in our hearts"—produces love Lo
Him in return.  “ We love Hiin beenuse
He fivst loved us” 1 John iv. 19, And
as God’s love shows itself in his works
so will our love show itself in our works'
“If ye love me keep my command-
ments.”  John xiv, 15, “1If ye keep my
commandments, ye shall abide in my
love, &e.” John xv. 10, “These things
have I spoken unto youn, that my joy
might remain in you and that your joy
might be full, This is my command-
ment: That ye love one another, ns T have
loved youn.” [V. 11-12]
eares for our joy and comfort. He asks
only what is for our good—*reasonable
service,” and yet Ile asks all—“your
bodies a living sacrifice. Rom. xii. 1,
Self denial, under the Lord’s direction,
is the surest means of happiness, “ Per-
fect love casts ot fear.” 1 John iv. 18,
Fear is not a good motive to obedicnee.
Loving obedience is an expression in-
volving both heart and life. The un-
faithiful servant who hid hislord’s money
suid, “I feared thee” Ile bLelieved the
lord unjust, becanse he was unjust him-
self. “Out of thine own mouth will T
judge thee)” TLuke xix. 20-22. As fear
was the eause of unfaithfulness, so love
is the cause of faithfulness. The one
that knows Godand His plan of the ages,
cannot be afraid of the Lord, nor belicve
Him unjust.  “Acquaint, now, thyself
with him and be at peace.” *“Oh, taste
and see that God is good, whoso trusts
in Ilim is blest, That some love the
Lord and serve Him, who know but little
of God or his plans, there ean be no
doubt; and even babes in Christ are dear
to the Master; e carries the lambs in
his bosom lika a tender shepherd. But
we arc not always to remain babes, but
grow up into Christas men of full stature,
Eph, iv, 13-15. “Leaving the [first] prig-
ciples, leb ng go on to perfection.”  1iebh.
vi.1. We would not discourage any,
however weak orignorant, who sincerely
love the Lord; [and none of us but may
yet learn more,] but we wonld encourage
all to “grow in graee, and in the knowl-
2 Pet.
iii. 18. In order to grow we must be fed,
and with the “ bread of God.” “I am
the Bread of Life.” “I am the Trath,”
gaid Jesus, and also, “Man shall not live
by bread alone, [natural,] but by cvery
word that proceedeth out of the month
of God.” Ob, that we all may search for
the truth, eat it, digest it, grow strong,
and be faithful in the work of the Lord.
Until we are sure that we know all that
God hasrevealed in Christ and ITis word,
there can be no stopping place, or time to
stand still. 'Walk, run, strive, fight, press
on in the path *that shineth more and
more, even unto the perfect day,” [Trov.
iv. 18,] keeping our eyes on “the mark
for the prize of the high calling of God
in Christ Jesus,” [Phil. iii. 14.] To ap-
préciate which, it will be necessary to
know God’s love as rovealed in the plan
of the nges. Ly,

Wiuosorvir would be sustained by the
hand of God, let him constantly lean up-
on it; whosoever would bedefended by it,
lerhim patiently repose himself under it.

The Lord

THE AGES.

The plan of salvation comprehended
in the three worlds, is progressive in its
character, requiring ages for its develop-
ment. There scems to have been but
one age definitely marked in the world
betore the flood, but this present world
is sub-divided into three ages. The first,
Patriarchal or one-man age, in which
only one man at a time represented the
Lord as ruler of the family; (in this it
was similar to the age before the flood.)
The second, Jewish, or the twelve tribe
period, for in it, or from Jacob’s death,
the last prtrinvch, until the death of
Christ, the tribes of Israel represented
the Lord’s cause, and were reckaned Tlis
people. The third, beginning at Christ's
resurrection and reaching to His second
coming, usually ‘known as the Gospel
age, during which the Lord turns to the
Gentiles to take out a people for Mis
name, 4. ¢, the Bride, the Lamb’s wife,
the Church.

This brings us to the beginning of the
world to come, which i, in God’s pur-
pose, subjected to the Bride made ready
and glorified together with Christ; and
it also is divided into ages, the first of
which may be the thousand years’ reign,
(Rev. 20,) or that reign may include more
than one dispensation. We wenld not
speak of the order of future events with
as much confidence as of the past, but it
is evident that the period after the Lord’s
coming and exaltation of the Bride, is
not as some say, “ One Eternal Age,” for
Panl in speaking of that exaltation and
the object of it, suys it is, “That in the
ages (nionios) to come Ife might show
the exceeding riches of Hisgrace.” (13ph.
ii. 7.) In the worlds and ages we thus
have an outline of the plan, a bird’s-oye-
view of its development, and o glimpse
at the glorious outeome, We ‘may thus
be prepared for o more particular study
of the work of the various ages, and be
better able to appreciate the progressive
character of revelation.

Llach age is astep in the plan, andeach
step higher than the preceding one.
“ Onward and upward” is a motto based
on the spirit of God’s plan. Each age is
o period of time, and each period has its
own peculinr dispensation, or work of
God, The ohject of the Lord, by the
various dispensations of wisdom, power
and love, is to reveal ITimself, and so
save mankind, God deals with the race
in some respects, as with an individual,
adapting His trath to the capacity, as in
infaney, youth and manhood, which will
explain why some things are stated as
they must appear to man, rather than
the absolute trnth, which can only be
reccived by a mind made perfeet. Thus
the sun is said to rise and set; and the
unchangeable God is said to repent that
e had made man, a8 if the work of in-
finite wisdom had proved o failure.

The Lord spoke to man as parents are
compelled to talk to their children, com-
ing down to their apprehension.

_Soine think this is deception or lying,
but we view it differently. It is making
a vague impression rather than none at
all. Tell u little one that the sun stands
still and the earth moves, and he is con-
fused, for he will believe his own gense
or what appears true to his own cyes,
rather than what is told him,

Revelation is not designed to teach the
science of astronomy, or anything else
which mon can discover himself by the
use of hisnatural powers. God helpsus
only when we eannot help ourselves,

It is on this principle of adaptation
that God teaches by symbols, figures,
types and shadows, representing the real
or spiritual truth by natural objects. The
truth ig in some respects hidden that it

may be revealed, contradictory as this
may scem at first thought. It is hidden
for a season and made plain in due time.
ITe spoke in dark sayings and parables,
giving occasionally the key which would
openthem whenapplied, With asmoked
gluss, which obscures the light, we can
sec the sun better than with the naked
eye, God in Christ ¢an be known, but
without & mediator he is unsearchable,

Before the Fewish age the Lordappear-
ed as a man ; but the law was by the dis-
position of angels; but “in these last
days, He has spoken to us by his Son.”
When it can be realized that the inenr-
nation, or “Goed manifest in the flesh,”
was & culmination of the same principle
of teaching spiritual things by the natu-
ral, as God had used from the beginning,
the unity of the Bible will be vindicated,
and confidence in itasa divinerevelation
established, '

However much the stream of truth
‘may be soiled by handling, it but shows -
the nature of the 80il through which it
has flowed, while the sparkling jewels it
contnins reveals its heavenly origin,

The truth is revealed in a progressive
manner, according to the plan of ages.
Take one line of thonght for example:
when sin, by one man, had entered, and
and all its dark consequences entailed
upon humanity, the first ray of light and
hope dawned upon our race in the form
of u threatening agninst the Tempter—
“Her seed shall bruise thy head, &c.”
IIere is confessedly the whole plan ina
nutshell. The Conqueror, the struggle,
resistance, and the final victory. The
figure used means death to, the Serpent,
and in its execntion, can signify no less
than the extirpation of all that hideous
monster represents. It points to a clean
universe, when both sin and death shall
be no more. But what could Xve know
about it? It wis not addressed to her,
but to the Tempter. It was a threaten-
ing, not a promise ; thongh containing,as
in germ, the whole plan of salvation.

The dimness of that light was the char-
acteristic of the whole age. Let us fol-
low the light and observe its develop-
ment. T'wo thousand years pass before
we find the promise, “In thy seed shall
all kindreds of the earth be blessed.”
This is the same great plan. That was a
curse, this a blessing; but curse to the
Serpent means blessing to the nations,
This is an increase of light on the same
subject, and yet how dim. We, livingat
this late day, know that seed was Christ,
(Gal. iii. 16.) This is the Holy Spirit’s
definition of the promise. But the word-
ing of the promise made it refer to Tsuac
or, in other words, “the seed according
to the flesh.” Tt maybe said the promise
had a double meaning—natural and
spiritual, True, but the natural was all
that could fairly be drawn from the
words, and the spiritual was kept out of
sight until the true seed had come.
Isaac and Christ are to each other ag the
natural and the spiritual, Here, asevery-
where, the order holds good; first the
natural and then the sapiritnal. The
natural is the basis, being first; Christ
came through Isaac.  The greaterin this
sense proceeds from the less. “The el-
der shall serve the younger.” From the
lower to the higher is God’s c¢rder, and
all these facts prove the progressive
charaeter of God's plan.

The Spirit revenls also the fact that
the “Seed ”” comprehends not one person
only, but many persons united as one.
Let speciul thought be given to this fact.
It is much neglected. Truths of great
value are obscure on account of this
neglect,

This many in one is true of the natn-
ral as well ag the spiritual, The Jews
were the natural seed, and the wholenge
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was used for their development. The
Chiristian Church isthe spiritual sced and
an age is used for their developmont.
>aul contrasts them thus: “They which
arc the children of the flesh are not the
children of God; but the children of the
promise arc counled for the seed. Rom. ix,
8. Not onc child, but children ! Who are
they ? Gal.iv. 28, answers: “Now we
brethren, as Isanc was, arc the children
of the promise.” Then it follows that,
“we brethren ” are the sced.

During the Jewish age, while the natu-
ral seed was being developed, the law
and the prophets bare witness, and ihe
light increased, but-only the spiritually
minded could discern.the decper truth,
The mass gaw only the natural, and were
led to expect an earthly glory; hence,
they rejected their Messiah when He
came. 1t is true He came in the flesh,
as a part of the Jewish nalion, and ful-
filled such prophecies as related to 1lis
sufferings in the flesh, but these were
overlooked as not in harmony with their
desires; (sce Isa. liii.) and to them, in
their blindness, it was as if Ile had not
fulfilled them. Christ fulfilled, * First
the natural,” and did nol ecnter {ully
upon thespiritual until he was born from
the dead, “quickened (made alive) by

_the spirit,”” which was in Ilim before be
died.

The true secd, destined to “bruise the
Serpent’s head,” and bless the nations,
is both spiritual and immortal. Jesus is
the Firstborn into that condition, and is
appointed Head of immortal mankind—
the second Adam. (As shown before,
the natural is the basis of the spiritunl,
and man having forfeited his natural life,
it is necessary that the natural man
should Ve redeemed from death to give
opportunity for development into the
higher life. This redemption is a pre-
paratory feature of Christ’s work, and
for this purpose He gave his life a ran-
som. Thus Christ is restorer of the old
race as well as Head of the new race.)

During the Gospel dispensation and by
the spirit of Christ, the members of the
body are being prepared, and during the
sounding of the seventh trumpet they
will all be rewarded. Rev. xi. 18.

“They that are Christ’sat his (parousia)
presence.”

These, made one with Him evon as he
is one with his Father, (John xvii. 21-22,)
constitute the sced.—“IIcaven’s conquer-
ing army.” Rev. xix. 14. The work of
the seed must follow the compietedevel-
opment of the seed. Overlooking this
fact has led thousands to suppose God’s
plan of salvation ferminates at the second
coming of Christ. Irom what has been
written, it may be scen that God does
not begin to save the world (proper) until
then. The work of ages past has been
the calling out of a few, under discipline,
for a high position. Oh, what a respon-
sible place we occupy, to whom the light
of the good news has come. Our posi-
tion in the kingdom depends on our
faithfulness. The crown and reign ave to
those who sufer and overcome.

But what an encouragement to cndure
all—our's is indeed a high calling. Many
‘arc the titles given the church of Christ
in the Word, but none so endearing as
the “ Bride, the Lamb’s Wife.”

To realize the glory and excellence of
such a position in prospect, must prove
the antidote to melancholy and worldli-
ness, and be the sirongest motive to
faithfulness. JoIL P,

Ong personal struggle and conquest
over self will be of more Dbenefit than
listening to a hundred sermons or sing-
ing a hundred hymns. It is not so much
what we learn as what we practice that
benefils us.

DAILY BREAD.

“Give us this day our daily bread,” is
the first petition for self allowed by the
Saviour. This is fundamental, as “ bread
is the stafl of life.” We nced food daily,
to supply the constant waste, and thus
sustain the life. This petition is an ex-
pression of our conscious dependence on
“Our Father” as the Giver. e know-
eth ibat we have nced of these things,
and is constantly supplying the wants of
even the prayerless and the unthankful.
But the grateful ones know that they
enjoy the blessings as they never did
until they learncd to look up.

If any one supposes that this, or any
other.prayer, will be answered while we
remain in negligent wisuse or disusc of
the means appointed for the attainment
of such blessings, they will be disap-
pointed. God helps us to help ourselves.
If God gives the increase, itis also neces-
sary that Paul and Apollos should plant
and water. To ask aright, implies that
we are willing to reccive the blessing in
the Father's way, and truly the spirit of
prayer will prompt the heart and nerve
the arm for nceded toil. That the Lord
helps the helpless oftentimes,by more
than ordinary means, we cannot doubt;
and many of the Lord’s poor, bnt “rich
in faith,” have proved to thoeir great
gatisfaction the value of prayer.

What philosophy may not teach, and
philosophers deny, because they can in
their sphere deal only with natural or
ordinary laws and meauns, is yot known
to bo a realily by those trained to « higher
sphere of thought and experience, being
“led of the spirit of God.” ‘

To deny the supernatural is not un-
common, even by those who would not
dare to accept its legitimate conclusion
~—Atheism. From God’sstandpoint noth-
ing is supcrnatural,  All is below Him.
What is above our range of thought or
comprchension is to us miraculous. Let
men deny the miracles who are wholly
unconscious of the existence of spiritual
beings. The existence of such beings
involves the cxistence of spiritual laws,
which in operation will produce effects as
much above the laws with which mortals
are familiar, ag the laws themselves are
higher. That the spiritual has power
over the natural, is as true as that ‘mind
controls matter; and what we call a mi-
racle, is o manifestation of the superiority
of the spiritual over the natural in an
unusual way ; a glimpse of that, which to
all who ever enter the higher plane of
existence, will then appear simple, and
as easily understood at least as the ope-
ration of laws on the plane of the flesh.
It required no more power to feed the
multitude by a miracle, than lo produce
the same amount of food by the ordinary
law of growth. The uscofl miracles was
to show that He who performed them
was Divine; the rame One by whom and
for whom all things were created,
Prayer, whichi is by tho spirit, is a con-
necting link botween us and heaven; a
cause ,2whicly, iu its sphere, is as cffectine
as plowing or sowing on the carthly
plane, and opening the windows of hea-
ven brings the blessing down,

An answer Lo prayer does nob prove
that God is changeable, any morce than the
fact that faithful labor will sccure tem-
poral blessings, while the sluggard will
sufler want.

There is another line of thought sug-
gested by this petition. As bread is the
stafl of natural life, so it is used to repre-
sent the support of the spiritual life.
This use of the term is quite common in
the Bible: “ Man shall not live by bread
alone, but by every word of God,” said
the Saviour in answer to the temptation.
“I am the Lruth,” and “I am tho bread

of life;” comparison will show that the
truth and bread are used interchangea-
bly. “He that eateth me shall live by
me; " “and except ye eat of the flesh of
the Son of Man, and drink his blood, ye
have no life in you.” That this is spivit-
ual life, begotten by the word of truth,
and sustained by the same word, I think
no Christian will deny. While it is true
and necessary that Christ should literaily
take the flesh and blood of wan, Lhat
e should “laste death for cvery man,”
and by means of death destroy the cap-
tor and deliver the captives from the
bonds of the saume natural death, or, in
other words, restore the natural life;
(1leb. ii.) it is also true, thal as the natu-
ral life represents the spiritual, these sume
terms, “ flesh and blood,” are used to rep-
rescnt the bread of spiritual life.

The Bible clearly teaches the recovery
of all from the loss by Adam, uncondi-
tionally ; uas they were not responsible
for the curge, they arec made partakers
of thatl restoration without their choice,
but it is necessary to obey the truth in
order to secure the spirituallife, and con-
sequent cternal salvation.

We need daily bread spiritually, as well
as naturally. Regular eating, and work-
ing too, are essential to either natural or
spiritual health.  The lack of nourish-
ment hrings weakncess, sickness and
dealh in either life.

“If ye live afler the flesh ye shall die,”
(Rom. viii. 13,) spoken, as it was, to
Chrigtians, indicates the danger to which
we are exposed il we neglect eating and
working. That some arewhalwe might
call spiritual dyspeptics is doubtless true.
They cat, but work not. Like some of
old, they spend all their time cither
learning or telling some new thing. They
manifest a greater eagerness for new
ideas, than {0 make a good use of what
they have already. Such are in danger,
we think, of holding the truth in un-
righteousness. But while this is true of
a few extremists, the mass of professing
Christians take the other extreme and
eat not at all, or at best 80 sparingly
that they are dying of starvation. Some
use milk frecly,i.e. the “ First Principles”
of the doctrine of Christ, Heb. v. 12 and
vi. 1, 2, which is all right for beginners;
as babes in Christ desiring the “sincerc
milk of the word, that they may grow
thereby,” 1 Pet. ii. 2, (and it is not im-
probable {hat an occasional cup of mitk
is good even for grown folks,) but grown
men need stronger food; (Ileb. v. 14,)
and the apostle urges the brethren to ad-
vance from the foundation, (building on
it of course, which no one can do till
they have accepted and obeyed the first
principles,) going on unto perfection.
Heb. vi. 1. Fram the necessary relation
between food and its results, we may
well infer that the perfection here men-
tioned has reference to both knowledge
and character. “Grow in grace, and in
the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.”

There is doubtless much given for milk
that savors but little of Paul’s definition;
the high sounding cssays on scientific
subjects, aside [rom the science of reve-
lTation, may tickle the fancy and educate
thie intellect, “ but-starve thesoul ;" they
do not feed the spiritnal life. Some hun-
gry ones are erying for bread, but the
cry reaches not the ear of o worldly min-
istry ; it docs reach the ear of the Lord
of the poor in spirit, who has said,
“ Blessed arc they that hunger, * *
for they shall be filled. But the mass
seem more than conlent to spend their
mongy for that which is not bread. Isa.
1v. 2. The salisfaction and joy of those
who live by [dith on the Son of God is

‘solid, comparcd to the passing ripple of

emotion caused by mere religious excite-

ment. KExcitement must subside, but
truth and its joys abide.

Advancing with the light in the shin-
ing way, receiving the truth as our “daily
bread,” we can “rejoice in the hope of
the glory of God.” RN N

ON INTERPRETATION.,

Many friends of the Bible, instead of re-
garding it-as containing a system of truth,
look upon it as a compilation of facts,
commandments and promises, that are
not susceptible of arrangement. Such
persons are weak and vacillating, and of-
ten at the mercy of the bold unbelicever,
who finds in his “ God of Nature” the
embodiment of law ahd order.  Ie scos
order in Geology, Astror.omy and other
scienees, but only conlusion in the Bible,
and he rightly reasons that God’s works
should be harmonious. e knows the
principles of those scicnces, and can read
the book of nature, we will suppose
(though but [ew are free from the domi-
nation of leaders who give us ideas sec-

‘ond hand), but he knows little, if any-

thing, of the plan of the Bible, and
therefore cannot read it. One man has
ag muech right to reject Astronomy be-
cause he cannot understand it, us another
man has to reject the Bible for the same
reason,

What is confusion when not under-
stood, becomes when explained beauti-
ful and hiarmonious.

Because, while learning, men differ
and quarrel over their opinions does not
militate against the truth of any system.
1f men were more fully controlled by
the Spirit of Christ, they could differ in
opinion without quarreling.

Until absolute knowledge is gained,
each ray of light will at least modify
former idecas.

To understand any science or book it
should be read according to its own prin-
ciples of interpretation. “No prophecy
of the scripture is of any private inter-
pretation.” 2 Pet.i. 21. Moved by one
Spirit it should be taken as a whole, and
not disconnectedly. If we would com-
pare scripture with scripture, we would
learn that—

“God is his own Interpreter,
And lle will make it plain,”

We aflirm that a piece-mcal interpre-
tation ig the cause of confusion in the
Christian world, and gives rise to the
profane proverb that *the Bible is just
like an old fiddle on which any tune
may be played.” Very few pretend to
use much of the Bible; only a few prac-
tical precepts, and enough to prove the
particular creed, are valued by the many.,
They virtually blame the Lord for giving
a large book when a small one would
have been all-suflicient.

The practice of many in teaching is no
more consistent than was that of the old
Negro who made Paul vindicate him in
theft: “Let him that stole, steal.” The
words, “no more,” did not suit his pur-
pose. Thewriter remembers hearing o
minister (shall I say, of Christ) preach a
sermon against the doctrine of justifica-
tion by faith from the words: “To him
that worketh is the reward.” Rom, iv. 4.
The perversion will be apparcnt to all
that will read the context.

We do not accuse men generally of
dishonesty ; we are glad to believe that
all parties have some trnth, and that
they defend their errors with sincerity.
None of us are perfect in knowledge,
and doubtless all have in the past sin-
cerely believed to be truth, and earnestly
defended what is now regarded as error.
This should make us feel kindly toward
all who differ with us, and who caunot
yetsee all we can sec.

The sects arc too much like men back-



6

- Z1oN's WATCH TOWER.

ing into a corner, and defending them-
selves with a text..

A text is of no value as proof of a doc-
trine unless its place in the plan of the
ages be understood. The Calvinist, Ar-
minian or Universalist may readily find
a text that will scem to sustain his
theory ; and the Infidel will say the three
texts contradict each other. Mach dis-
putant will pass lightly over or ignore
the proof-texts of the others, and so sus-
tain their own theory at all hazard.

If the Bible is true there must be a
theory which will make use of all these
texts, and belittle none of them. There
is a theory which claims to do this, and
the foundation ot; that theory is a plan of
the ages. Would that_all lovers of truth
understood that Lheory, and the plan on
which it is based. In the search for
truth it becomes necessary o discrimi-
nate between Bible language and “home
muade seripture” or pulpit phraseology.
The Bible does not claim to be so plain
that everybody can understandit. “But
if Giod intended the word for man’s use,
why has He not made it plain?"” I ask,
why are the gold, the coal and theiron
hidden deep in the earth? Why are all

things of value made difficult of attain.

ment? There is a question of character
involved in it, Desire, will, encrgy, de-
termination and fulthfulncss wxll be re-
warded.

Some truths liec on the surfuo(, and are

easily understood, being adapted to the
conditions of childhood physically and
spiritually. These properly used are as
“milk for babes,” and give strength for
work, growth and further search.. But
to become a8 men in the knowledge of
God, we must cry after it, seek it as sil-
ver, and search for it as for hid treasures.
(Prov. ii, 1-5.) As the word is arranged
as food for the individual as babe, young
man and aged, 8o is it'of the race in its
different stages of development. Tt will
assist us if we remember that the Bible
was not written for one man, nor for one
age, but for all men and all ages, adapted
to the circumstances as “meat in due
season.” Thus the “word is a lamp to

. our feet, ” giving light for present nced ;
and “The path of the just is asa shining
light that shineth more and more unto
the perfect day.” Prov. iv.18. Many
do not understand Low the Bible could
be so written as to remain dark for a
time, and then gradually unfold its truth
as a bhurning lamp; but the fact of its
being so’is to all that understand it an
unanswerable argument in favor of its
inspimtion by the foreseeing spirit of
God, -In Dan. xii. is glven an exumple
clear and simple,

The truths concerning thc “time of
the end” are said to be “shut up and
gealed ” until that time. Then “know-
ledge shall be increased,” and “the

wise shall understand.” - The Papal do-
minion over both Church and State crip-
pled every energy and prevented Bible
searching, Tho overthrow of that do-
minion in 1798 by the French Revolu-
tion marked the beginning of the “time
of the end” (Dan. xi. 35), and opened
the way for a multitude of 1mprove-
ments and the “ increaseof knowledge.
Of course those who have the spirit of
truth love it, and search for it, will learn
when others will fail, but.the wisest and
best of Christians could not gain accarate
knowledge on this subject until the seal
of that hook was broken at th time ap-
pointed of the Father. (TR

‘We ure not_more mto]hgent or pious
than our deh@rs, evenif it be true as we
claim. that we have advanced truths.
Let all bear in mind that “to whom
much is given much isrequired.”  If we
are advanced in truth we shonld also be
advanced in holiness, and obedience to
God’s will is an impormut aid in know-
ing the truth. John vii. 17, :

A%Ie that values reputation. more than
truth, how can he believe? John v. 44,

J. 1, T

ONLY WAITING.

Only waiting till tho dawning
" Ts a little brighter grown,
Only waiting ti!l the shadows
Of the world’s dark night are flown,
_Till the shadows all shall vanish,
In the blessed, blessed day ;
For tho morn, at last, is breaking
" - Through the twilight, soft and gray,

. Only waiting till the presence

Of the Sun of Righteousnéss,

Shall dispel the noxious vapors,
Ignorance, and prejudice.,

Till the glory of the sunlight,
Of the bright Millenial duy,

Seatters all the powers of durkness;
Lights the gloon with healing ray,

Waiting for the Restitution,
" Yromised in the Ioly Word ;

When n once-lost race restoved, shall
Know and love thelr Suvior Lord.

When ench man shalllove his fellow ;
Justico give, to groat and small;

Dwell in love, and dwell in Jesus;
He in us, God all in all,

—From “Songs of the Bride."

DIFFICULTIES.

There are some very dark and strange
things in the Bible—things which to
many seem irreconcilable with the char-
#cter of justice and love which we as-
cribe to our Heavenly Father. “God is
love,” and-“ by the grace of God Christ
tasted - death for every man,” “lle is
the propitiation for our sins, and also for
the sins of the whole world.”

Why then did Christ say to his dis-
ciples: “Go not in the way of the Gen-
tiles, and into any city of the Samari-
tans enter yc not,” & Matt, x. 5.
Again, IHe always spake to the multi-
tude in parables, and explained them to
the disciples. DBeceause “ Unto you it is
given to know the mysteriesof the King-
dom of God, but to them that are with-
out all these things are done in parables,
lest they should see, hear, understand:
be converted and their sing should be
forgiven them.” Mark iv. 11, 12.

Perhaps you would rather not look at
such facts my Arminian brother. Iere
is election with a certainty. I can re-
member when I wished such statements
were not in the Bible. IBut facts cannot
be set aside by shutting our eyes, and we
must fuce them. If we can not harmon-
ize these statements with our theories,
as the Bible is true, our theories must be
Jalse. If Christ had wanted the mulli-
tudes to be converted by his'preaching,
He would have preached to them so they
would have understood him. The same
text implicitly teaches the necessity of
understanding the truth in order to be
converted. " He says he spoke in parables
so they would not understand and be
converted. Now who can believe for a
moment that these multitudes were to
be eternally lost beeause Christ, the
loving Son of the God of love, withleld
the bread of life from them? Do you
wonder, my Christian brother, in view
of ‘popular teaching, that the church and
world are, flooded, with infidels? I say
here is election, and my Calvinistic
brother rejoices in the confirmation of
his theory.

But why did the Lord choose a’ few ?
If T have no right to ask sueh a question
the Lord will not answer me, but ITe
speaks in words of explanation. They
are ‘“called according to Ilis purpose.
Rom. viii. 14-28. But has He revealed His
purpose? Do not think that because e
chooses only o few for a “ purpose ™ that
Ile means to torment or destroy eter-
nally all the rest. Among the “little
flock ” chosen are no irresponsible per-
sons incapable of believing, for the word
says: “God hath from the beginning
chosen youn to salvation .through sancti-
fication of the Spirit and belief of the truth.”
2Thess. ii..13. Andyet it is nowhere

taught that .any but responsible, gmlty
rebels will be lost eternally.

Remember the few are not called
merely becanse Ie purposed to call
them, but ITe ealls them for a purpose.
Like o wise mechanic who makesan im-
plement, Te has an object in view ; there
is o use to which it has reference; snd
that object controlled the original
choice, We freely aflirm that the prin-
ciple underlying the choice of God is:
The few are chosen for the good of the
many. Christ himself is chosen of God,
and precious,” (1 Pet., ii. 4) and all ad-
mit that e iz “ancinted” and “ex-
alted to be a Prince and a Savior.” TIn
him the fullness of blessing dwells, To
the twelve ITe suid: “ Ye have not chosen
nie, but T have chosen you, and ordained
you, that ye should go and bring forth
fruit.” John xv.18. TheJewish “rem-
nant,” the *sheep” that heard and
knew “his voice” and were his ‘‘accor-
ding to the election of grace,” (Rom. xi.
5) were in fact the nucleus :Lround which
the gospel church was afterward gath-
ered, and it was proved that “ Sulvation
isof the Jews.” John iv. 22,

Paul was chosen of the Lord “ to bear
his name before the Gentiles,” (Acts],
ix. 15) and to be for salvation to the endé
of the earth.

Allthe ¢ hosen—even the whole Lhurch

—are chosen in Him, and conscquently
with reference to the same object—the
blessing of others.

If any one thinks God haschosen hnn
and given him light and salvation for
his own sake merely, he greatly mistakes
his calling. If God gives light it is that
it may shine that others may see and be
blest. What is true individually is true
also of the church collectively and dis-
pensationally. The purpose for which
the chuareh is called is fevealed both di-
reetly and indirectly in the New Testa-
ment. “Then shall the righteous shine
Sorth as the sun in the Kingdom of their
Tather.” (Matt, xiii. 43.) To shine
now and then, can mean no less than to
give light. And if the church give, the
nations receive, and * walk in the light of
it.” Rev. xxi, 24, “It is more blessed
to give than to receive.”s The church
are predestinated to a work—" the adop-
tion of children by Jesuns Christ to him-
gelf.” (Iiph. i 5.) Christ the Father
and the church the mother of the family
of children by the laws of spiritunal re-
generation, Weare well aware that this
text gives no such idea to the most of
readers; but the fact that elsewhere
Christ and the church are said to be re-
Inted to each other as husband and wife
gives good ground for the application,
The great work is ealled the “mystery
of ITis will ” made known to us, * which
e hath purposed in himself, ‘That in
the dispensation of the fullness of times
He might gather together in one all
things in Christ.” (vv.9, 10.) The ob-
jeet of God in raising up the body of
Christ to the level of the IHead is ex-
pressly stated to be: “That in the ages
to come ITe might show the. exceeding
riches of his grace.” Eph.ii. 7.

In view of the purpose for which we
are chosen, the doctrine of clection is a
glorious doctrine, and our ealling is well
named “the high callingof God in Christ
Jesus,” Phil.iii. 14, Oh! thatall Chris-
tinng might have * the eyes of their un-
derstanding enlightened,” that they
might “know what is the hope of his
calling,” (Eph.i. 18.) “They would not
grovel here any longer, nor their sonls go
hearily in the heavenly journey. They
need no longer be afraid to look at the
supposed | “difficulties,” nor wish such
passages were not in the Bible. They
are parts of a great system of truth

which would be marred without them.
God is a God of order. The plan of sal-
vation is under the laws of order. As
in the natural, so in the spiritual family,

i

Christ the second Adam, both husband |

and father is developed first.
order comes the church as both wife and
mother,” And after the marriage, which
takes place at the Second Advent, the
whole fumily of man wiil be regenerated-
(excepting willfal rejectors). This view
explains why Ile did not and does not
call all at once. We vindicate the plan

of God as revealed, by showing that it is .

in harmony with itself, and is a grand-

proof, when complete, of the fundamen- f'
is

tal statement of the Bible—‘“God
Love.” I P,

Exhortation.

Brethren, if & man be overtaken in a
fault, ye which are spiritnal restore such
an one in the spirit of meekness, consid-
ering thyselt lest thou also be" tempted
Gal. vi, 12. =~

And- above all tlnngu have fervént

charity among yourselves;.  for charity
shall cover the multitude of gins.
Peter, iv. 8. St

- “Follow peace with all men, and hoh- :

ness, without which no man shall see the
Lord. Looking diligently, lest -any fail
of the grace of God, lest any root of bit-
terness springing up, trouble you, and
thereby manybe defiled.”” Heb. xii. 14,
15.

“ Put on, therefore, as the elect of God,
holy and beloved, bowels of mercies,
kindness, humbleness of mind, meek-
ness, long-suflering ; forbearing one an-
other and forgiving one another, if any
have a quarrel against any. Even as
Christ forgave you, so also do ye.  And
above all these things, put on charity,
which is the bond of perfectness; and

let the peace 6f God rule in your hearts.""

to the which, also, ye are called.in one
body; and  be ye thankful that:the
Word of Christ dwell in you richly in all
wisdom, teaching and admonishing one
anotherin psalms and hymns and spiritual
songs, sing ' with grace in your hearts to
the Lord.” - Col. iii. 12-1747%

“T.et your speech beulwu;mvithgr:ice,
seasoned with salt, that ye may know
how ye ought to answer evcry man.’
Col, iv. .

“And whatsoever ye do in’ word or
deed, do all in the name 'of the Lord
Jesus, giving thunks to God and tlie
Father by him, knowing that of the
Lord ye shall receive the reward, for ye
gerve the Lord Jesus Christ.” Col iii.
17-24. o

“For, brethren yehave been called un-
to liberty; only use not liberty for an oc-
casion tothe flesh, But by love serve one
another.

“For all the law is fulfilled’ in one
word, even in this: Thon shalt love’thy
ncighbor as thyself; ‘but if. ye bite'and
devour one another, take heed that.ye be
not consumed one of nnother. (:ul .
13-16. S

“ For whatglory is it, if,. when ye be
baflled for your faunlts, ye shall take it
patiently ? but if when ye “do well and
suffer for it, ye take it patiently, thisis
acceptable with God. For even hereunto
were ye called, becanse’ Christ also
suflered for us, leaving us an-example
that we should follow in is steps, who

did no sin, neither was guile;found in-:

his mouth who when he wan reviled, re-

Next in-

1.

viled not zw.un, when he siffered, he

threatened not, but committed: himself
to - Him that _]ud"eth nghteously A |
Peter ii, 20, 21, 24,

“Theretore, let them that suffer accord-
ing to the will of God, commit the keep-
ing of their souls to Him in well-doing,
as unto a faithful creator.” -1 Peter iv. 19,

Therefore, by love let us serve one an-

other. H, B, M. uums.

Lo
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Why Evil Was Permitted.’
(Continued from first page.)

of the world.” _This is Christ Jesus, and
the death of Christ for man’s sin was a
part of God’s plan as much as man's fall.
He is “the Lamb slain from the founda-
tion of the world.” 1Iis death for our
sing was purposed by God before man
fell; yes, beforec man was created.

B. I Degin to sec a harmony and
beauty connccted with the introduction
of evil which I had not suspected. May
we not reasonably say that God could
not have displayed those qualities of His
nature so attractive lo us—mercy and
pity—nor could His great love have been
made so apparent, had not the occasion
for theirexcreise been presented by man'’s
necessities?

A. Tam glad that you have suggested
this thought. It is true, that though
“the Lord is.very pitiful and of tender
mercy,” yet neither of these would have
been seen had there not been a sinner
requiring them; and while * God is love,”
and always has been the same, yet it is
true that *“in this was manifested thelove
of God,” and “hereby perceive we the
love of God, because He (Christ) laid
down lis life for us.” And do you not

"see that in the arrangement of the whole
" plan the wisdom of God is beautifully

shown? Let me say further, that as we
proceed, we shall find God’s justice made
to shine because of the introduction of
evil. God might have lold His creatures
of these attributes, but never could have
exhibited them had not sin furnished an
occasion for their exhibition.

C. This suggests another thought:
Man could not have developed these moral
qualitics had God set no example.

A. Another good point, “ He hath set
us an cxample that we should walk in
His footsteps.” We Jearn what mercy,
justice and love are by God's illusttation
of them, and we are exhorted, “ Be ye
followers of God as dear children and
walk in love.” Notice, further, that we
could not develop mercy, pity, love, clc,
unless we had fellow sinners upon whom
to exercise tiffh. “Oh, the depth of
the riches both'Of the wisdom and knowl-
edge of God.?

B. I am becoming anxiousto see the
outcome. You have suggested that
Christ is the remnedy for man’s recovery
from the effects of the fall, and that it
was so arranged and purposed by God
before creating the race, but you have
not shown low the recovery is cflected.

A. Iam glad that you have not lost
sight of the real object of our conversa-
tion. The answer to this question will
involve the consideration gf two points.
First, What was the penalty pronounced
andinflicted ? and, second, What was the
remedy, and how applied? May I ask
you to state in Scripture language what
penalty God pronounced on  Adam’s
gin? ’ '

B. I believe it reads, *‘ In the day thou
eatest thereof thou shalt surely die.”
But he did not die for nine hundrod and
thirty years,

A. You quote correctly. Tho margin-
al. reading will help you over the dilli-
culty of bis living ninc hundred and
thirty years. It isa more literal render-
ing of the Hebrew text: “In the day
thou eatest thereof dying, thou shalt
die.” i. ¢., from themoment ho would dis-
obey God, death would have dominion
over him—would have a claim and right
{o him, and would begin his work. It
was only a question of time how long it

- would be before he should lay them low.

Elements of disease infested all nature
with which they came in contact since
separated from Eden and its trees of life.

We all arein a dying condilion, par-

tially dead, mentally, morally and physic-
ally. From the moment of birth, and be-
fore it, we have been in the clutches of
death, and he never lots go until he has
conquered. Man, by means of medical
aid, attempts resistance, but at bestit is
a very brief struggle. Adam, because
physically porfect, could offer great re-
sistance. Death did not completely con-
quer him for nine hundred and thirty
years, while the raceat the present time,
through the accumulated ills handed
down through genecrations past, yields to
his power on an average in about thirty-
two years.

C. Weare, then, so to speak, over-
shadowed by death from the cradle to
the tomb, the shade increasing each mo-
ment, until it is blackness complete.

A. Yes; you get the thought ag David
expresses it in the twenty-third Psalm:
“ I walk through the valley of the shad-
ow of death,” The further we go down
into this valley the darker it becomes,
until the last spark of life expires.

B. TIunderstand you to belicve that
digeases of the various kinds are bul the
mouths of death by which we are de-
voured, since we were placed within his
reach by Adam’s sin?

A. Yes; every painand ache we feel is
evidence, not that death will get hold of
us, but that he now has us in his grasp.
Adam and all his race have been in death
ever since he disobeyed,

C. We frequently sing of death as the
“Angel God has sent,” “the gate to end-
less joy,” ecte., and yet I confess that I
could never regard it except as an eneiny,
and such it would really scem to be.

A. Nowhere in Scripture is it repre-
sented as our friend, but always as an
enemy of man, and consequently the cn-
emy of God, wholoves man; and we are
told that “for this purpose Christ was man-
ifest, thut he might destroy death and him
that halli thie power of death, that s, the
devil.” * ’

B. If death isthe penalty for sin, has
not mankind paid that penalty in full
when dead ? Might he not be released
from death the moment after dying, yet
Tully meet the demand of justice ?

A. “The wages of sin is death”—
not dying, but “death”—forever. As well
say that a man condemned to imprison-
ment for life had received the full pen-
alty in the act of going into prison, as
that man received his penally in the act
of going into death. In disobedience
man fell into the hands of Justice, and
though God is merciful and loving, there
can be no warfarebetween his altributes.
Mercy and love must be excrcised in
harmony with justice. “God is just” and
“will by no mecans clear the guilty.” Man
wag guilty, and must therefore be dealt
with by Justice. Justice cries, Your life
is forfeited, “ dying thou shalt die.” Man
is cast into the great prison-house of
death, and Juslice, while locking him in,
says: “Thou shalt by no means come
out thenee until thou hast paidthe utter-
most farthing.”

B. Do Iexpressthe same idea by say-
ing, that mah forfeited his right to life
by his disobedience, and, conscquontly,
God, in justice, recognizing and enfore-
ing bis own law, could not permit him
to live again, unless he could meet the
claims of justice?

A. The ideca is thesame. Man is the
deblor, and unless he can pay the debt
he cannot come out of the prison-house
of death—cannot have life. IIe cannot
pay this debt, and consoquently cannot
release himself, But man’s weakness
and helplossness gives occausion for the
display of God's mercy and love in
Christ Jesus, for *“ When Lthere was no
eye to pity and no arm to save,” God de-
vised a way by which he could be both

just and merciful ; and “while we were
yet without strength, in due time Christ
died for the ungodly.”

C. Iow for them? His dealh docs
not prevent men from dying.

A. It dnes not prevent their dying,
but it does prevent their continuance in
the prison-housc of death. Ile came to
“open the prison doors and set at liberty
the captives.’y This he does, not by op-
posing God’s justice, but in recognizing
it and paying that which is due. Ie
has a right to set those prisoners free. In
bis own death—the just for the unjust—
he ransomed us, as it is written, “I will
ransom (purchase) them {rom the power
of the grave;” “I will redeem them
from death ;” “For ye were bought with
a price, even the precious blood (life) of
Christ.”

C. I understand you to mean, that as
Jesus came into the world by a special
crealive act of God, he was free from the
curse which rested upon the balance of
the race, therefore not liable to death.
As the second Adam, He was tried but
camc ofl conquerer. “He was obedient
even unto death,” but not having for-
feited his right to life, either through
Adam’s sin or bis own, death had no
claim upon him. He, thercfore had
something to offer Justice for the life of
mankind.

A. Yes, as he himeelf said, “ My flesh
I will give for the life of the world.”
Jno. vi. 51, IHe must have a right to
conlinuance of life else he could not give
it. He did not conquer nor overthrow
Justice, but recognizing the Juslice of the
Law of God in the forfeit of thesinner's
fife he purchased it back with his own,
and thereby obtained the right to “de-
stroy death "—the enemy who fora time
is used ag the servant of Justice. \

B. Then Justice accepted the life of
Christ as a substitute for the sinner's
life. Bul it seems unjust to make the
innocent suller for the guilty.:

A. It would be unjust to make or com-

p&l such suffering, but “Christ gave him-

self for us.” “Ie for the joy that was
set before him endured the cross.”

C. But how could the life of one pur-
chase the life of many ? :
A. By the rule of

‘SUBSTITUTION.

As Adam was substituted for the race
ia trial, and through his failure “death
passed upon all men” and all were
counted sinners even before birth, so the
obedience of death in Christ justified all
men Lo a return to life.  Paul so ex-
presses it in Rom. v. 18. [Em. Diaglot.]
“ For as through the disobedience of onE
man, the many were conslituté8l sinners,
s0 also through the obedience of the ong
the many will be constituted (reckoned)
righteous;” and “ asthrough one offence
senlence came on all men to condemna-
tion, (condemning them to death) so
also, through one righteous act sentence
came on all men to justification of life.”
—justifying their living again.

B. --Shall we understand then that the
resurrection of the dead is optional or
compulsory on Justice?

A. Christ having “tasted death for
cvery man,” il is certainly compulsory on
Justice to reloase the prisoners held for
sin, Christ’s sacrificé having been ac-
copted as “the })ropit.iulion (Settlmncntg
of our sins, and not of ours (believers
only, bul also for the sins of the wnone
worLD,” all must go free because God is
Just, . :

B. Docs not this imply universal,
eternal salvation ?

A. No, it implies the saving or salva-
tion of all men from the condition of
death, but as many of themn will e liable
to the “second death” on account of
their own sin, it cannot be cternal salva-
tion. The second Adam will ‘eventunally
restore to the raco all that is lost by the
first Adam's sin. Wo could not losc
oternal life in Adam, because he never
had it to lose—he was a probationer for
the elernal life. )

C. Was cternal life ever offered to
Adam?

A. Not dircctly, but his continuance

of life #f obedient, is implied in the
threatening of death if disobedient.

C. Then this salvation cannot be
what L’aul refers to saying, “the gift of
God is eternal life.”

‘A. No; the restorationto natural life
was not a gift of God, but a thing oncoe
possessed and then lost, now to be re-
turned, because “purchased "—paid for.
Having restored the race, brought them
back to where they were before the full,
with the advantage of knowing [rom ac-
tual experience the character and results
of that evil- which Adam mistook for
godd, and whicl is again to present it-
gell {ortheir trial, they will be given an
opportunity of accepting this “ Gift of
God "—eternal life. When thus restored
to perfect natural life, possessing the
knowledge ot good and evil, as perfect
obedience will bo expected of thewn as
was required of Adaw.

C. 1f ransomed, why do they remain
in death and others die, since Christ has
paid the price ?

A. 1f you make a purchase, pay the
price lor goods, it does not follow of ne-
cessity thut you take them awuy at once.
You may have other things to attend to
for u time, and when prepared, you call
for the purchased goods. God hus atime
for everytung; man had been in the
cenemy’s country four thousand years be
tore his release was purchased by Christ,
The receipt was signed by God and ac-
septed by justice, und in His * due tune,”
When ke has estavlished his kingdom,
all that arc in. their graves shwl come
furth, for as®in, or through, Adam ALL
die, even so in, or through, Christ shall
ALL be made alive. (Not all atonce, but
“cvery man in his own order.) Jesus
gaw mankind a “trensure (precious thing)
hid in a field, and for joy, 1le sclleth all
that he hath and buyeth that field (Matt.
xiii. 44). Tor the joy sct before him, 1le
bought the earth with maun in it, giving
all that He had (life) for us. We and
the eurth are now His “rpurchzwed pos-
session,” and Bplu. i, 14, Informs us that
the time is coming for *the redemption
of the purchused possession -unto the
praise of His glory.”

C. ' Youseein tosay nothing about con-
ditions of salvation, while the Scriptures
mention them frequently.

A. There are conditions laid down for
the attwimment ‘of the “Gilt of God—
cternal life,” but none for the recovery
of the race from the fall, except the
righteousness and acceptableness of our
Substitute, To have a clear understand-
ing of God’s plan, we must recognize the
distinction which He makes betwecn the
world in general and tbe church, or call-
ed out oncs of the present time. God

“loves the world,” snd has made greal

and rich provisions, as we have seen, for
their coming, in His due time, to a condi-
tion of perfectness and ‘bappiness; pnt
in the meantime, while they are gelling
their experience with evil, God calls out
from among them “a little flock,” to
whom Ile mnkes “exceeding great and pre-
cious promiscs,”’ conditioned on their liv-
ing scparate from the balance of the
world—* overcoming the world ’—i.c., that
they wmay become members of God's
family, and be joined with Uim in “hles-
sing all the families of the earth.” Be-
hold what manner of love the Father
hath bestowed upon us (believers), that
we should be called the children of God,
and if children, then heirs; heirs of God,
and JoiNt heirs with Jrsus Curistsour
Lord'"

B. It is very clear to my mind, that
n false idea of substitution has obtained
among christian people frem a supposi-
tion -that it represented God asa vin-
dictive, vengeful tyrant, angry because
man had sinned ; refusing toshow mercy
until Bleod had been ehed and caring
not whether it was the blood of the inno-
cent or the guilty so long as it was blood.
I doubt not, many christians have been
led to look upon Substitution as o God-
dishonoring doctrine, even though there
arc many scriptures which are found
diflicult to otherwisc make use of, as,
“IIe tasted death for every man;”
“My flesh T will give for the life of the
world;” “ Without the shedding of blood
(life) there is no remission of sins;”
“Redemption through His blood;”
“ While we werc yet sinners, Christ died
for us;” * We were reconciled to God
by the death of his Son. - It was not T1is
leaving the glory which he had, nor His
having kept the law, nor by Ilis being
rcjected of the Jews, a man of sorrows
and acquainted with grief, nor by His
resurrection, nor by work Ie has since
accomplished, but, by Ilis peatu that
we are reconciled lo Glod.”
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ZION’S WATCH TOWER.

I now see Ilim ag mankind’s Sul)stiu}te,
suffering death, the penalty which thejus-
tice of God had inflicted nponus, Ieansee
“the exceedingsinfulnessofsin” in God’s
sight, the perfection of 1Iis Justice, and
Iis great wisdom in so srranging it all,
that man'’s extremity was made the oc-
casion for the manifestation of “the
ereat love wherewith He loved us” when
“Ile guve his only begotten Son,” and
“laid upon him the iniquity of \us all,”
as well as the love of Christ, who gave
limself for us, that he might redeem us
from all iniquity, (buy back to ngall we
had lost by iniguity),” 1 feel to exclaim
with Panl, “O1 the depth of the riches
hoth of the knowledge and wisdom of
God.”

C. Thave heard frequently your views
of restitution, and saw some force and
considerable besuty in them, but I never
before saw how anbsolutely certain man's
restoration to life is, I see now that the
sume justice of (iod, which conld in no
ease clear the guilty, and could not per-
mit man’s relense from death until the
price of his ransom had been paid.—The
very purity of this Justice, as well ns the
love of God in providing the ransom,
nssures us that the penalty, or price,
having now been paid, every man must
ultimately be released from death. Now

sean we know that all when restored and
wnder favorable conditions, with the
Gospel ehurch—Chirist and the members
of Iis body—Tlor their rulers and teach-

ers, kings and priests—will they not alfy

be melted by the love of God, manifest-

ed in their recovery at such a cost as

Christ’s death?  Will not all accept and
“be eternally saved?

A. It would seem as though such
love, when seen, would beget love and
obedience ; but we are assured that there
i3 2 second death, and while those who
become subjeet to it, will not compare in
numbers with the saved, yet, there will
be a great company “as the sand of the
#ea,” at the end of the thousand years,
who are incorpigible and are cast into
the luke of fire, (the sceond death),

God made provision before our crea-
tion for the recovery from the first death,
but, if after experience with evil and a
knowledge of good, they do not appreci-
ate God's offered gift—eternal life—and
refusing it, die for their own sin, (not
Adam's), there is no recovery; Christ
will not die for them again, Those
“count the blood of the covenant where-
with they were sealed an unholy thing,”
and Justice and love enn do nothing more
for them,

C. TIs not thisscripture applied by the
apostle to some living in the present age,
and do not those christinns who, having
oncee believed that “the blood of Jesns
Christ cleanseth us from all sin,” turn
from this and rcégard the death of Christ
a3 not rescuing us from *the wages of
gin—death,” but merely as a channel to-
ward the perfecting of himself, that e
might become the head of the spiritual
race; do not such *“‘count the blood of
the covenant (Christ), wherewith they
were sealed, an unholy thing "—a thing
of small value?

A, This seripture is used with refer-
ence to this age, but is applicable and
true of the next us well, 1 hope the class
io whom you refer have not filled the
picture (1leb. 10) of committing the un-
pardonable sin; yet, I confess that, it
looks like & long step in that  direction,
to deny the statement that * He was cut
oll, but not for himself;” (Dan. ix, 26.)
*That we are justified (to life) by His
bood,” (Rom. v, 9-18) and many other
plain statements of the Word., The old
serpent is still wise to lend astray, and
where he cannot keep God’s children in
the dark, since having seen pand loved
the light, he fain would present a false
light, secing they are so enraptured with
the true, and, disguising himself as an
angel of light, he would seck to lead off
into bye-puths some of the chaste vir-
woing who wait for the Bridegroom and
tove hig appearing, and despoiling them
of their wedding garment—the white
robes which Christ purchased with his
death,—cast them into outer darkness
with the world. . o

B. Buat there is a sense, is there not,
in which, by resurrection, Christ be-
comesthe Head, Leader, Captain of all on
the spiritual plane?

A. O, yes! I think this principle is
recopnized by all who sce any of the
“deep things of God.” ‘The world, al-
thongh purchased by ITis death, get
back in Jlim as their Substitute only what
they lost; consequently, will stand where
Adam would have stood had ho possessed

experience or knowledge of evil. Great
strides forward must yet be made: to
reach that full likeness of Qod and Dbe-
come spiritnal bodies, This they conld
not have done without a leader or cap-
tuin. We never could have hecome
“Sons of God,” in the full sense, and
*joint heirs with Jesus Christ,” without
our Llder Brother to help us up, and we
never could have entered the “Ilnly of
holies.” All praise for the work accom-
plished and made possible by ITis resur-
rection. A frequent erroggis, to ignore
one truth while giving prominence to
another. The death and resurrection of
Christ are inseparably joined and equally
invaluable. Asthe deanth would have
done us little good, because we could
not without a leader go “beyond the
vail, (the tlesh), so, also, had Jesus been
ever go perfect a leader and guide, we,
prisonersin the pit—thegrave—could not
follow his leading until he first purchased
our release from, the * wages of gin V'~
death.

B. Iseea force, then, in Panl’s ex-
pression, Rom. v. 10: * Reconciled by the
death—saved by the life”

C. I have a thought: If Justice conld
not let mankind go free from death, how
could he permit Jesus to live if he be-
came man's substitute? Must not his
life be forever forfeited ?

A, It was forever forfeited—he never
took the same life again,  1le was quick-
cned (made alive) to a higher life by the
Father. “Ile was put to death in the
Slesh, but quickened by the Spirit” to a
higher plane a spiritual body. As we
shall be, He our, leader, was “sown a nat-
ural body, raised o spiritual body.” Had he
risen a fleshly being, with fleshly life,
we could not go free. It would have
been taking back our “ransom —our
“price.””  As Paul says, “ He took npon
him the form of a servant (flesh) for the
suflering of death.” Ile had.no need of
it further; he left it. ““He made his sonl
(life) an offering for sin:”  “ My flesh I
will give for the life of the world.”
(Jno. wvi. 51.) It was given forever.
“This man, after he had offered one
sacrifice for sins forever, sat down on the
right hand of God " (Ileb. x. 12), having
received a higher sort of life.

BB, This change, then, accounts for his
ncting so strangely after his resurrection
—appearing in different forms—as the
gardener to Mary, and “afterwards in
another form to two of them,” ete. Iis
appearing in their midst, the doors heing
shut, and anon vanishing out of their
sight, I often thought it peculiar, But
did not his fleshly body disappear from
the tomb ?

A. Yes; “His flesh saw not corrup-
tion.” What became of his flesh; wheth-
er part of the atoms went to form the spir-
itual body or not, I know not. We do
not even know what a spiritual body is
composed of. ‘It doth not yet appear
what we shall be ;” but, remember, it was
not the atoms of maliter which composed
the body—(and which ure continually
changing)—these atoms did not sin, and
were not cursed nor forfeited by the fall,
It was the flesh life,jand Christ paying it
with his flesh life did not affect the atoms
of matteggyhich composed his body.

C. 1know you believe the law to be
a shadow of the realities of the Gospel
age ; do you find this “ tasting death for
every man,” and, also, “our high calling,”
there typified, and are they kept sepa-
rate and distinet ¢

A. Very clearly so. To be brief: All
Bsrael vepresented the entire race. The
select tribe of Levi, which ministered
to the Lord as his specinl portion
—his servants—represents the cntire
church of beliecvers and servants of
God ; while the Priests, selected from the
tribe of Levi, represent ‘“the little
flock,” “the overcomers,” ““the bride,”
“the Royal Priesthood.” Our company
of priests, as theirs, has a Head, Leader,
High Priest, )

The priesthood in the tabernacle ser-
vices, ollerings, &c., represent the church
inthis age. The large majority of be-
lievers, like the Levites, are connected
with the tabernacle and the Lord’s ser-
vices, yet occupy more the position of
the menial servant, simply earrying for-
ward the Ark, attending to the outward
and more common-place aflnirs. They
arenecessary as o part of the working
machinery, and as assistants to thae
Driests, yet blessed much above the world
in this honor,

As the priests were more clearly re-
lated to and associnted with the High
Priest, and permitted to go into Holy
Places, ofler incense, ote., so the “little

‘takers,” but not as a penalty ; only as the

flock” are more closely reluted to, and
mingle more in  Christ’s  society,
than the general company of helievers.
These alone, can go into * the deep things
of God,” ‘'These only,are lighted by the
golden eandlestick, and feed upon the
bread. ‘fhese alone—the “holy ones,”
yet *“ little ones,”—cean approach elose to
the mercy-seat, and before it, effer sweet
incense—* the prayers of the saints”’ ‘T'he
High Priest, as is beautifully deseribed
by Paul, represented;in all his services,
Jesus, the “ High Yriest” of [our pro-
fession] the * Royal Priesthood.”

Now, having the actors clearly defined
in our minds, let us look at their work.
We will not go into a particular and
systematic’ examination now (we may
again), but simply glance at the outlines,
The High Priest, to be a perfeet type of
Christ, should have died—not bulls and
goats instead—but himself, then have
risen to new life, and taken of his own
blood (life) into the Holy Place to make
an atonement. But this hie could not do,
since the giving of his life would have
ended his carcer, therefore an animal is
used as his substitute. The animal,
therefore, becomes the type of Christ in
the flesh: “A body hast thou prepared
me.” The value of the death of the
type (the animal) represents the value
of Christ’s death. The sins of the “whole
eongregation” were confessed, and im-
puted or Iaid upon the head of the vie-
tim when put to death, justas God *hath
Iaid upon him (Cln-ists the. iniguity of
us all” :

As the death of the sacrifice was not
for the priests alone, so Christ's death is
not for the “little tlock” alone. As the
animal’s life was not for the tribe of
Levi alone, but also for the ** whole con-
gregation,” so the blood of our substi-
tute was not for believers alone. *“ He is
the propitiation for our sins, and not for
ours only, but also for the sins of the
whole world.” (1 Ino.ii.2.) Some onehas
truly said, * The animal represented the
people, but pointed to Christ.” It did rep-
resent the peopleby dying forand on ae-
count of their sins, and it pointed o
Christ as the one who would really die for
the “sins of the whole world.” “ He was
once offered to bear the sins of many,”
and e did “bear our ging in his own
body on the tree.” “Jesus Christ, by the
grace of God, tasted death for every
man.” .

Now, the sacrifice having been made,
the High Priest, representing the risen,
spiritual Jesus, takes the shed blood into
the Holy of Holies. You sce, the life
once sacrificed is not given back, but
kept a sncrifice, showing that Christ did
not take back his flesh life (the sacrifice)
when he went into the Holy of Holies,
but went in thither with another, & higher
life. .

While he is in the Holy of Holies pre-
senting the price of the people’s life,
what is their attitnde ? They are bowed
in the dust, waiting, until the stonement
work being finished, the High Priest will
come out of the Holy of 1lolies, appear
to and bless them, then' they all arise
rejoicing. Representing by their prostrate
condition humanity in death; who, when
our High Priest comes forth to ‘“bless
all the families of the earth,” will be
made to arise from the dust and rejoice.

C. Thig seems to represent beauti-
fully and clearly Christ as the world’s sub-
stitute. Now, what typeshowsthe exemp-
tions which the Clurch enjoys above the
world ¢ .

A. While all are justified from Adam’s
gin unconditionally, yet, where know!-
edge of right is possessed, obedience is
expected us far as they are able to obey.
Fatlure in this respectis the occasion for
their being beaten with many or few
stripes in the age to come., While the
“little flock” who now believe into and
are baptized into Christ, become
members of lis body, are by their faith
“justified from all things (Teb. xiii. 39),
and will not be beaten with stripes in
the world to come. True, they now re-
ceive “chastisement whereofall are par-

“rod and stafl”’ of Christ, the Shepherd,
to guide his sheep.

Thus, the sins of the. “Church of the
First-born ” are passed over (not imput-
cd), and she is justitied, not from death
only, but “ from all things,”

This is beautifully pictured in the law
by the Passover. Wherever in that night
the lamb was eaten and his blood
sprinkled, the first-born was passed over
—spared. (I8x. 12.) So, during thig night—
the Gospel age,—Christ, our Passover
(lamb), is sacrificed, and we “keep the
feast”” (1Cor, v, 8.)° We feed on onr

bo sent free to those interested, . .

Lamb, with  some of the “Dbitter

herbs” of afiliction to sharpen our nppe-

tite, All such are passed over, * counted
worthy.” This type shows the special

vabwe of Christn death to IHis body, the
“Churceliof the Ferst-born.” Thus, “Uod is

the Savior of all men, especially of those
that betieve. (1 Tini iv. 10.)

C.' Everything scems to be beautifally
mirrored in the Law. Butthere are cer-
tain questions put by those who do not
believe in Jesusax onr substitute, which
would still bediflicult for me to answer,
viz. :

First.—If Christ entered the IToly of
Tolies as our substitute, then we cannot
enter fur ourselves,

Second,—If Christ’s suflerings were
substitutional, would not we (the church)
#lso be n part of the substitute, or sacri-
fice, since “ we fill up the measure of 1lis
suflerings which are behind ?”

Third.—Does not_the race get back in
the second Adam spiritual life? Jesus
frequently spenksof himself as the giver
of the spiritnal life,

A. I will answer very briefly in the
order given. TFirst—The substitional
character of Christ's work was complete
in thegiving of the flesh life ; consequent-
ly, no net after that life was surrendered
and a new life begun could be as our sub-
stitnte. Second—The sufferings of Christ
are not a part of the price of our ran-
som, “We were reconciled by the
death,” not by the sufterings, consequent-
ly our filling up the measure of His suf-
ferings, has nothing to do with the sacri-
fice. 1t is “the offering of the body of
Jesus,” “TFor this man having made one
sacrifice forever,” (Heb, x, 10-12) it needs
no adding to on our part. See how fully
shown in the type: The sacrifice of at-
tonement was offered by the High priest
and represents Ilim alone. (See Heb. v.
1-5.) The sacriices being burned out-
side the camp represented disgrace. So
Jesus suflered outside Jerusalem, and
(Heb.xiii. 11.) those who would be a partof
the typical {.n-icsthood must share in the
services and work of the tabernacle, and
in any dishonors as well as honors at-
taching toit. They mustignominiously
handle the ushes of the sacrifice if they
would be honored by being permitted to
go to the candleslicl)f,, eat the holy bread
and offer incense, So we, if we would be
antitypieal priests, must share the shame.
—"“Go without the camp bearing IHis
reproach.” If we would have the hea-
venly food, heavenly light, be permitted
to ofler sweet incense (acceptable pray-
er), and spiritunl sacrifices (the fruit of
our lips, good works, &e.,) (Heb. xiii, 15.)
“If we sufler with Him, we shall also be
glorified together.

Your third query v ill talk of at
another time. Let me sugyest, however,
that as Adam did not possess a spiritual
life, not even a germ, never having been
“Legotten by the Word of Truth,” he
conld not loose it; and if the sceond
Adam restores what the first loat, this
spiritual life wonld be no part of that
work. The gift of Ged, spiritual and
eternal life, is given only to believers,
Adam, and the majority of his race, will
be restored in the second Adam to per-
feet physical, mental and moral power,

just what they lost, and from that they

will then have the opportunity of going
higher, and under the guidance and in-

struction of the glorified church, of at- *
taining spiritual life. Jesus does speak’ «

of himself as the giver of spiritual lifo,
and so he will be, but also of the natu-
ral. If the spiritunl life and death are
always meant, why should we not sup-
pose that in “tasting death for every
man " Ile tasted spiritual death ; and, if
so, lost spiritual life; and if He lost
spiritual life, of course he could notgive
it to others, or be their leaderitoit. We
must examine every text more closely
to discern between the natural and the
spiritual. : .
B. I want tosay to you before leaving,
that T am much rejoiced to see clearly ns
I now do, why God permitted evil ; that
it was not, thut ITe had elected ninety-
nine to hell to each onechosen for glory,

and theintroduetion ot evil made neces-
sary as a pretext to justify their damna-

tion. Nor, on the other hand, was it
because God could not helpits introdue-
tion, and lacked wisdom to forcsee and

power to avert it ; but, that He arranged
Jfor its introduction and our recovery from

it as the embodiment of Wisdom, Love

and Mercy,

Weo will probably call again and cof-

tinue our cdonversation,

N. B.—Coples of July and August Numbers will
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