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PROSPECTUS.

This is the first number of the
first volume of “ ZtoN’s WaTtcn Tow-
Er,” and it may not be amiss to state
the object of its publication.

That we are living “in the last
days"—* The day of the Lord "—
“the end” of the Gospel age, and
consequently, in the dawn of the
“ new " age, arc facts not only dis-
cernable by the close student of the
Word, led by the =pirit, but the out-
ward signs recognizable by the world
hear the same testimony, and we are
desirous that the “household of
faith” be fully awake to the fact,
that—

“We are living, we are dwelling

In a grand and awful time;
In an age on ages telling
To be living is sublime.”

And notalone to help awaken, but
to assist themn to “ put on the whole
armor of God, that they may be able
to stand in the evil day;” and,
besides all this, that giving all dili-
gence, they add to their faith, virtue,
and to virtue, knowledge, self con-
trol, [temperance,] brotherly kind-
ness, charity ; when, as a result of
these indwelling and  flourishing
graces, they shall be God-like
[godly].

But, rccognizing the beauty and
necessily ol these adornments of the
spiritual man, they fail not to recog-
nize that the merit toward God lics
not in these moral virtues, but in
Christs perfect sacrifice, and though
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the robe of Christ's rightcousness, the
“wedding garment” necessary to our
participation in “ the marriage of the
Lamb.”
“Let ug wear the white robe here,
E'en on carth our Father dear,

Holding fast thy hand, and so
Through the world unspotted go.”

Christians to whom an apology
would be needed for dirccting atten-
tion to these things, should blush
and be ashamed. Everything desi-
rable, hopeful and precious stands
closcly and ever connected with them.
They embrace ncacly all the great
motives to faith, watchfulness, obedi-
ence, holiness.

If God has given us a revelation,
and tells us that it 48 profitadle for
doctrine, for reproof, for correction,
for instruction in rightcousness, that
the man of God may be thoroughly
furnished unto cvery good word and
work, where do so many Christians
who profess to accept that Word of
God as their rule and guide, get lib-
erty to ignore morc than one-half of
it, thereby virtually saying it is un-
profitable 2 When God has given us
“ g sure word of prophcey whereunto
we do well to take heed,” and when “the
T.ord God of the holy prophcts sent
is angel to show unto llis scrvants
the things which must shortly be
done,” shall those servants {cel under
no obligation to scek to understand
those heavenly messages?

Should they heed worldly men
and a worldly chureh who deem it
pious and wise not to bother with
these things, who would have us put
them aside as empty fables and curi-
ous stories, and strange imagery,
which could only unsettle our minds
and interfere with Christian work;
or shall we heed God who declarcs
“ thege saying faithful and true” and
says: “ Blessed is he that readeth,
and they that hear the words of this
prophecy, and keep the things that
arc written therein?”  Surely He
knows what is best calculated to in-
spire “a zeal according to knowl-
edge,” and what is necessary that we
“he not soon shaken in mind.”

“To him that hath an car to hear
the spirit saith unto the
Zion's Warcn Tower

what
churches,”

hopes to give assistance and encour-
agement. It isin bondage to no man,
no party andtonocreed but the Biblc;
yet in the bonds of love and sympa-
thy to “all who love the Lord Jesus
Christ in truth and sincerity.” It
alms to represent “the chaste vir-
gins,” the prospective “ Bride of
Christ,” and with them acknowledges
only onc master and head—Christ
Jesus.

As its naunce indicates, it aims to
he the lookout from whence matters
of interest and profit may be an-
nounced to the “little flock,” and as
the “ Ierald of Christ’s DPresence,” to
give the “meat in due scason” to the
“houschold of faith.”

Tt issucs monthly, and +f you desire
its visit to your home, address at
onceas perrotice on this page. If you
have a neighbor or friend whom you
think would be interested in or hen-
efitted by its instructions, you might
call it to their attention ; thus preach-
ing the Word and doing good unto
all men as you have opportunity.

The tcrms, filty cents a year,
(postage paid,) arc moderate; but
to all interested and desirous of
having it, who cannot aflord to pay,
we will gladly send it free, but you
must ask that yc may receive.

Why will there be a Second
Advent?

That the sccond coming of our
Lord Jesus occupicsa prominent and
important position in the teaching
of the apostics and prophets, aswell
as of Jesus himself, is o fact that can
scarcely fail to have been noticed by
cvery Bible student.  Yet, from va-
rious causes, very many of those
who profess to love IHim, and whom
we have reason to believe do, are not
much interested init. A fewendea-
vor to figurc it away by applying il
to the descent of the Holy Spirit at
Pentecost ; others to the destruction
of Jerusalem, &c.; all apparently
forgetting the fact, that in the last
book of the Bible, written more than
sixty years after Pentecost, and
twenly-six years after Jerusalem'’s
destruction, He that was dead and
is alive speaks of the cvent as yet
future, saying: “Bchold, T come
quickly, and my reward is with me.”
And the inspired John replies:

“ I3ven so come Lord Jesus.”

Quite & number endeavor to satis-
fy themselves with the thought that
it is a epiritual coming—that whet
any arc converted, that forms a past
of the coming of Christ, and that so
He continues coming until nll the
world is converted—then, say they,
He will have fully come.

They evidently overlook the fact
that the world will not be converted
when 1le comes; that the Bible, cur
only guide on the subject, declares
that, “In the las! times perilous times
shall come, for menshall be lovers of”
pleasure more than lovers of God.”
That “cvil men and seduccrs shall
wax worse and worse, deceiving and
being deceived;”  and that Jesw
gave special warning to His littlo
flock, saying: “Take heed to your-
selves lest that day come upon you
unawarcs, for as a snare shall it come
upon all them” (not taking heed)
“that dwell upon the face of the
whole carth, and they shall not es-
cape.”

Again, we may rest assurced that
when Jesus said, “ All the tribes of
the carth shall mourn and wail be-
cause of Him when they sec Him
coming;” He did not refer to tho
conversion of sinners—Do tho tribes
mourn and wail because of tho con-
version of a sinner P—And if it refers,
ag almost all admit, to Christ’s per-
sonal presence on the carth, it teaches
that all on carth will not love His
appearing, as they certainly would
do if all were converted.

But, “If I go away, I will come
again,” cannot refer to a spiritual
coming again, because, spiritually,
He never went away, as Ie said,
“ Lo, I am with you alway, even to
theend of the world,”[age.] Thore-
fore, Jesus taught His sccond pren-
SONAT coming. The word

Millennium
Significs one thousand, and is the
term used by Christian people gen-
erally in speaking of a time future,
when “ the knowledge of the Lord shall
fill the whole carth as the waters do
the sea, and none nced to say unto
hisneighbor, “ Know thouthe Lord?
“All shall know IIim, &c.” The
time when therc shall be no more
curses; *“ when the wilderncss shall
blossom as the rose,” and “ streams
break forth in the deserts,” when
*“ the tabernacle of God will be with

1 men and He shall dwell with them,”
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when Satan shall be restrained and jj the text—it has been o witness to every | beeanse Satan’s power is continued. It| While the Word of God >l”'
. ] Wits
will lust throughout the present age, he- s el

righteousness shall control. “Then
idion shall ot Jift up sword against
pabion,” * uor learn war any morce;
Lut *they shall beat their swords;
into ploweshgurs, and their spcurs:ﬁ
into pruning hooks.” |

These prophetic pictures and stutc-’
ments are expeeted to have fulfill-
ment some time by nearly «ll Chris-
ticns, and they cadl it the millennial
age hecause it is said (Rev. xx, 2-6)
to he for o thousand years thal Satan)
is. hound and Christ 1'eign§.

'his far nearly all of the Church
arce agreed.  They are millennialists,’
but there are post-millenninlists and
pre-millenninlists ; post signifies after,
pre, before; so the former belicve
Christ will comeafter the millennium
and the latterthat e comesbeforeit.

As these are the only views which
contuin suflicient truth to make them
worthy of our consideration, we shall
devote more time to them.  All'who be-
lieve in the second personal coming of’
Chirist, should be interested in knowing,
what the general teaching of the Bible,
is on the subject. It is necessary, how-|
ever, that we come to the considcrntionf
with a ¢hild-like mind, desirous of know-:
ing how God has arranged the matter,
and anxious to have the teachings of
1lis word, and ready tolay aside ourideus:
and, us God’s children, take 1lig plan.
Thus, let us inquire

Why does Christ Como ?
and examine briefly the arguments pre-
sented by both LPost- and LPreadillenni-
alists, comparing them with lhcl Word—"
wnd Plan of; God. BRI ,

The first expect that through the of
forts o1 ihe (aurch, the world: wiil-be
converted, and thus fhe millennial age
introduced, at the close 6f which the
Lord will come, wind up earthly affairs,
rewnrd believers and condemn sinners,
That Lo convert the world, bind Satan,
make “the knowledge of the Lord to
il the whole earth,” and “ nations to
learn war no more,” are the work of the
Chireh without Jesus, and in her present
‘mortal condition. When she has ae-
‘complished this great and difficult task,

Tesus comes to wind it up, &e.

They- have much Seripture, which
t:akcn disconnectedly, secins to favor,
this view. Bul tven this, we believe,
when God’s word and plan are looked at
as a whole, will Le found to favor the
other view, viz, that Christ comes hefore
the conversion of the world; that the
Chureh is now being tried, and that the
reward promised the overcomerd iy, that
they shall share in thal reign: “To
Wit that overcometh will T give to sit
with me in my throne.” Rev. iii. 21,
“And they lived and reigned with Christ
a thousand years”  Rev, xx. 4.

There are Lwo texts in particular used
by our post-millennial brethren, to which
we would refer:  “This Gospel must
first be preached inall the world for a
witness.  Then shall the end como.”
They elnim this to refer to the Gospel.
converting the world before the end of:
the Gospel age. W, pre-millenninl be-

~lievers claim, that witnessing Lo tho world
does not mean converting the world,
but ay it reads, lo witness or testify.

This witness has already been given,:
in 1861, the Bible Societies’ reports
showed that the Gospel had been pub-
lished in every Janguage of carth; not
that all earth’s myriads had received it.
No; notone in a hundred of the twelve|
hundred millions have ever heard of

the name of Jesus,  Yet it has fulfilled

\

nation,

[
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written and committed to the Jews for !

We understand that the object of the | cause “the devil is the prince [ruler] of [ keeping, &., the remainder of the world ©

Christ’s coming are united to Him, and [ bound. Hé cannot le Dbound antil afwood and stone, destitnte of truth
stronger than he takes the control vut of { they are to-day.

receive His name. Rev. iii. 12.

The second text is, *“Sit thou on my
right hand, until I make thy encmies
thy footstool.” The thought generally
gathered from this Scripture is, that in
heaven God has a throne on which ITe
sits continually, and that when “Christ
sat down on the right hand of the Ma-
jesty on high,” He sat down also upon
the sae throne. This is o misconcep-
tion. The throne of God referred to is
not an ivory or golden seat, but refersto
His supreme anthority and rulership,
for “ Heaven is my throne and earth is
my footstool,” and Paul says, “God hath
highly exalted Him [Christ], and given
1lim & name above cvery name.” Ile
hath given Him authority above cvery
other, next to the Father, If Christ sits
upon 2 material throne until is ene-
mies are made Ilis footstool [all sub-
dued], then, of course, Ile could not
come until the millenuivm was fally in-
augurated. But if it means the exalting to
power, it would not interfere with His
coming and subduing all things unto
ITimself,

To illustrate :  King William ison the
throne of Germany, we say, yet we do not
refer to the royal benceh, and as a matter
of fact, he seldom occupiesit. Wemean
that he rules Germany.

Right hand signifies the chief place,
position of excellence or power, and the
words of Jesus to Pilate agree with this
thought: * IHereafter ye shall see the
Son of Man sitting on the right hand of
power, and coming in the cloudsof heav-
ont Mark xiv, 62. Ile will be on- the
right hand when coming, and remain at
the right hand during the millennial age,
+ There are able arguments pogsible on
both sides, yet both are not true. We
propose, therefore, to take a glance at the
general

Plan of SBalvation,

to see which view is in harmony with it.
In so doing, we shall find the relation
and bearing of both the first and the
gecond comings, and know where to lo-
cate.

Teirst, then, Tlas God a plan? All must
agree that ITe has, althongh almost all
are inclined to think and talk of Ilis
dealings as though He were dealingby o
rule of chance, and governed entirely by
circumstance. No; e that would con-
demn a man for building a tower with-
out first counting the cost, shall 1fe build
and people a universe without connting
the cost? No, brethren; “Known unto
the Lord are all His ways from the be-
ginning.” God has aplan, a purpose, and
we know that “all His purposes shall be
anccomplished.”  But how shall we find

{that plan? Tt is revealed to us in His

word. “Search the Seripture,”’ as Paul
says,“Compare Scripture with Seripture,”

for
“God is ITis own interpreter,

And ITe will make it plain.”

We are toomuch inclined to ask What
does my church say about any question,
instend of What saith the Seriptures?
Too much theology studied, and the Bible
not enongh. With the thought, then,
that “The Scriptures are able to make
us wise,” that “the testimnonies of the
Lord are sure making wise the simple,”
let us examine. i

We will not here discuss the question,
Wiy evil was permitted. We take the fact
which sickness, death, viee, &e., make so
plainly and painfully evident, viz., lvil
exists, Its existence is attributed in
Scripture to the devil. Iivil continues

his hands.

God, of course, can control him; and
of Jesus it is written, “All power in
heaven and in earth is given unto me”

But while Christ has ull power, for wise
purposes e has not nade use of it, per-
mitting evil to reign and measurably
control the world, anl permitting the
devil to be “prince ¢f this world,” or
epoch. Butthetimeispoming when “ Ie
shall take to Himself 1lis great power,
and reign,” exalting His Church, giving
her “ power over the nations,” so that in-
stead of, as now, being “subject to the
powers that be,” she saall “ rule the na-
But when willle thus assume
control?  When the, Gospel Church,
“Ilis body,” BEeelesia, s complete.  Lvil
now being permitted for “the trial of
your faith,” the perfeciing of the saints,
This time issynchronos with the sound-
ing of'the seventh trlufput. Rev. xi. 15,
I{ere the mystery [(lmrch] of God is
finished, and “the lingdoms of this
world become the kingdoms of our Lord
and Iis annointed ”\[church]. Now,
we inquire, is this trawsfer of authority

From Satanto Christ

caused by the converson of the nations
to Christ through préwhing the Gospel ?
We answer, No. Atthitime the nations
arc not converted (vs.18), “And the ra
tions were angry; md thy wrath is
come.” If converted, hey would not be
thus hostile, neither vonld God's wrath
come upon them. Onthe contrary, God
teaches in many Sceripures that a great
time-of trouble will cane upon the na-
tions. “Come, bcholé the desnlutions
"which thé Lord hath hade in the earth.
Heé maketh wars to cese unto the ends
of the earth.” This is:he way God tells
ns Me will make wirs to ceuse. The
next chinse informsus that then ITe
“ will be exalted anbmg the heathen
and in all the earth.” This chastisement
of nations will be for their good, and is
necessary Lo them as iz the chastisement
which God now inflids npon llischild-
ren, and it will have » good effect, for
“ When the judgmens of the Lord aie
abroad in the earth, he inhabitants of
the world will learn tghteousness.”” It
is in this new dispewsation that, with
evil restrained — Satan  bound — the
knowledge of the Tard shall fill the
whole earth, as the waters do the sea.”
The conversion of theworld, instead of
being due now while “the devil is the
prince of this world,” will, David says,
be “ When the kingdom is the Loyd’s
and He is the Govertor among the na-
tions, [then] all the énds of the world
shall remember and turis to the Lord,
and the kingdoms of the nations shall
come and worship before TLim.”

During the iuﬁmcyi)fthc human fam-

tions.”

treated his creatured like very young
children. So far as we know, they had
very little knowledye of their Creator’s
power or character. They had searcely
any revelation, the exception being the
few cases where God favored special per-
sons, as Abraham, Lot, &e., conununiea-
ting to them by anged, giving to Abra-
ham and Eve peculiar promises, which
they conld only vaguely comprehend.

The next age was to the Jewish nation
a schooling season, during which God
tanght them to vespeet Iis promises and
laws. They were yet minors, under age,
therefore not treated as children, but
kept under the law, their schoolmaster.
Gal. iv.

ily—say from Adam to Moses—God |

1y | present witnessing is “To take cut a peo- | this world ” [age]. He will cuntinue its { seems to have been left in the dark nes
| ple for His name ”—thie Chiurch—who st { ruler as long as he can, or until he is { of heathenism. .

They bowed down o

as

In Seripture the period from Adam to |
the flood is called “ the world {age] thut |
was.” From the flood to the second com-
ing of the Lord, “ the world [age] that !
now is,” and “the present evil world,” |
[age], and the next is ealled “ the woarld ‘\
to come,” |

“The presentevil world” contains three

Separate Ages.

The Patriarchial, lasting from the flood !
to the death of Jucob; the Jewish ave,
lasting from the death of Jacob until
the death of Christ, when He gave them
up, wept over them, and said: “Your
house is-left unto you, desolnte;”\tlm/r
(rospel age, lasting from the resurrection
of Christ, when 1Te became “the first-
born from the dead, and the beginning
of the new creation,” until the full com- |
puny of “the Church of the First-boru
is complete, and e comes, The time of
the sounding of the seventh trumyp.t,
the resurrection and reward of prophets
saints, &e. Rev. xi. 16.

We know not how many ages may bhe |
in “the world to come ;" but that there
is more than one, we are sure, for Paul
speaks of “ the ages to come.” Eph:ii. 7.
The first of these alone is dealt with in
Seripture, the millennial  age, during E
which we live and reign with Christ a |
thousand years. Rev, xx. 4.

Having got an outline, let uslook move |
particularly at God’s deings and sayings,
and, first, it will astonish you, doubtless,
until you reflect, when I'say, that accord-
ing to His word, God has not exhaueted
ITis resources for the world’s salvation ;
that, in short, Ile is hot now trying to
guve tho warld, nar has he haen duarine
past ages.  What has e been doing ? ]
“Taking out a people—Church—for Ilis |
name.” Don’t think this wonderful, us |
it is only putting ina striking form what l
all Calvanists believe, among whom are
lhiptists, Preshyterians and others, viz, .
That God is now electing, or choosing i
ITis Church out of the world. Yes, and
all our brethren who believe in frec
grace mnst admit, that if “all His jur-
poses shallbe accomplished,” and “God’s
word shall accomplish the'thing whereto
it was sent,” if these Scriptures arve
true, God did not purpose the conversion
of the world during the past six thou-
sand years, else it would be accom plished. |
Neitherdid e send MHis word Lo convert, 1

|
|

|
!
» ‘
I}
l
|

{
!

the world up to the present time, else it
did mot prosper in the thing whereto Ile
.sent it. These two views have been a
‘dividing point in -the churches for cen-
turies, viz.: .
Election vs. Free Grace.

We bLelieve the Scripture to teach
both, but that it requires the observance |
of “ Heaven’s first law,” order, to rightly
divide the word of truth on this subject.

First we will glance at Tlection. Dur 1
ing the age preceding the deluge, there
is no Scriptural account of God giving [
mankind any law, and very little lighe |
of revelation. One promise shines oui,
wple Seed of the Woman to Bruise the
Serpent,” and even this required future -
revelation in order to be comprehended. 1
God had, however, & few patriarehs or i
servants who had light above the
masses, a8 lamp-posts in a dark way.

Phe Patriarchial age had increase of
light. 1t is now revealed that this sced
is not only to crush evil [serpent], but
to “ bless all the families of the earth,”

man, Noah, Abraham, Isaac, &e,, &eo

still God’s Chureh is represented by one |
(Continued on page 7.) ‘s
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He Seats Her on His Throne,

r

“ Leéaning upon her Beloved.”—Sol, Songs, viii. 5

Upon her loved One leaning;
For thus the Bride appears,
The wilderness behind her,
With all its sighs and fears.
Tor ITim in hope shie waited
And loving tears she wept,
Ien in the darksome shadows,
She watched while others slept.

She knew Ile would be faithiul,
And in Ilis word she read,

That lle was coming quickly,
She trusted what Ilesaid.

Ofttimes His precious promisc
She told to those around,

To some it scemed good tidings,
To others cmply sound.

Now, as the King of Glory,
He claims her as Iis own;
With hand for her once pierced,
Ile scats her on His throne.
M. R. J., Princeton, N. J.

et M W e

“WHAT IS TRUTH?"”

This question is one which every
sincere Christian should ask and
seek to answer. We should learn to
love and value truth forits own sake ;
to respect and honor it by owning
and acknowledging it wherever we
find it and by whomsoever presentod.
A truth presented by Satan himself
is just as true as atruthstaled by God.

Perhaps no class of people are
more apt to overlook this fact than
the Christian. llow often do they
in controversy overlook and ignore
truth presenled by their opponents.
This is particularly the case when
arguing with an fidel. They feel
at perfeet liberty to dispute every-
thing he says on religious subjects.
This is not the correct principle.
Many ivfidels are honest—as anxious
to speak and believe the truth as ave
Chiristians—and if in converse with
them we ignore truths which they
may advance, we not only rail to con-
vince them of ouriruths,but putanend
to all hope of reaching them ; for our
failure to admit the evident truth
which they advance begets in them
contempt for the one who is not
honest enough to admit onc truth
because he does not see how it can
be reconciled to another.  Accepl
truth wherever you {ind il no mat-
ter what it contradicts, and rely for
ability\ to afterwards harmonize it
with y(ﬂwrs upon “The Spirit of
truth, which shall guide you into all
truth,” as Jesus promised.

Truth, like a medest little flower
in the wilderness of life, is surround-
ed and almost choked by the luxuri-
ant growth of the ‘weeds of crror.
If you would find it you must be
ever on the lookout.” If you would
sec its beauly you must brush aside
the weeds of error and the brambles
of bigotry. If you would possess
it you must stoop to get il.

Be not content with one flower of
truth.  Had one been suflicient
there would have been no more.
Gather cver, seck for more.

Weave them together as a garland
—“ Bind them on thee as a bride
doeth.” “Bind them about thy neck;
writo them upon the table of thine
heart : so shalt thou find favor and
gond understanding in the sight of
God and man.” Prov. 1. 8.

c.

T. R,

“GOD IS LOVE.”

This is the grand expression of
the Bible—the key-note of Christian-
ity. It is the foundation of the
great plan of creation and redemp-
tion, and the underlying principle in
the structure of the Word of God.

It is truth, the truth, as God is
true, the embodiment of all other
truths ; so that whatever, rightly vn-
derstood, is not in harmony with it
must be false. “God is love,” eternal
and unchangeable. All that He has
done or will do cun but express His
infinite fullness.  All Ilis attributes
are moved and controlled by love.

“God is love.” Many feel, as a re-
sult of education, that God hates
them, but that Christ loves them .
others believe that Christ purchased
the Father's Jove. DBoth arcanswer-
ed by Christ’s words: “God so loved
the world that he gave his son,” &e.
John 1ii. 16, Christ’s work is not Lo
purchasc the I'ather’s love, but to
manifest it. Practically, if not as theo-
logians teach, Christ’s words are
true: “Iand my TFather are one”
—one in purpose and in work,

Christ prayed to the Father that
the disciples might be one, “even as
we are one.”  “As thou, IFather, art
in me and I in thee, that they may
be one in us,” &e. Jobn xvii, 21,
He could thus be called * Immanu-
el—God with us.” “ Withoul con-
troversy. great is themystery of god-
liness: God was manilest in the
flesh.” 1 'Tim. iii. 16. God gave
his Son.  The Son “gave himself for
us.,” Truly they are in harmony.
The Jove of the infinite God could
neither be created nor purchased,
but it could be shown. 'This is one
part of the work of the Son of God
—to reveal the Father.. To reveal
his love is to reveal himsclf, for
‘God is love.”  Without Christ or,
out of Christ God cannot be known.
The father does not reveal the Son,
but the Son reveals the Tather, “ For
no man knoweth who the Son is but
the Ifather, and no man knoweth the
IFather butthe Son, and he to whom
the Son will reveal lim.” No theo-
logian need attowpt an  cxplanation
of the Divine Sonship of our Lord.
“But it pleased the Father that in
Christ should all fullness dwell,”—
“All fulluess of the Godhiead bodi-
ly."—Col. i. 19, and ii. 9. Ile is the
Word, the truth, the personal cm-
bodiment of all that is good and
true, and emphatically the Revela-
tion of God. * The Word was with
God and the Word was God.” “The
Word was made flesh.,” Ile took
our nature. the “form of a servant,
and was wmade in the likeness of

men.” Phil.ii.7. e of whom it
was said, “ Let «ll the angels of God
worship him,” [that must include
Michacl,] and *Thy throne, Oh
God ! is forever and cver,” (Heb. i,
6, 8); “ Leflt the glory he hal with
the Fatber before the foundation of
the world;” “ made himself of no
reputation ;” “was made alittle low-
er than the angels;” “ for the suffer-
ing of death, crowned with glory
and honor, that be, by the grace of
God, should taste death for every
man.” IHeb. ii. 9.

Great condescension!  Glorious
love! Whosc love? DBoth the IPa-
ther’s and the Son’s, but primarily the
Father’s. “ God so loved that he
gave.” Thelove caused the gift. “God
commendeth Ais love to us, in that
while we were yet sinners, Christ
died for us.” Rom. v. 8. “And all
things are of God, who hath recon-
ciled us to himself, by Jesus Christ,
and hath given to us the ninistry of
reconeiliation, to wit: that God was
in Christ, reconciling the world unto
himself, not imputing their trespass-
es unto them,” &c. 2 Cor. v. 18,19.
The hymn line, “ My God is recon-
ciled,” has well been changed, “To
God I'm reconciled.” It is man that
is out of order—away from home—
and God is in Christ to win the wan-
dercr back. God hates sin, but
loves the man. One reason why he
hates sin is because he loves the man,
and sin destroys man’s happiness
and if persisted in will destroy the
man himself. “Thou hast destroyed
thyself, but in me is thy help found,”
saith the Lord. “ The grace of God,
that bringeth salvation to all men
bath appeared.” Grace is love and
favor. God in Christ brings salva-
tion to all men absolutely, so far as
relates to the recovery of what was
lost in Adam, “ Who will have all
men to be saved.” “As in Adam all
died, so in Christ shall all be made
alive.,” Thus, “ We trust in the -
myg God, who is the Savior of ALL
MmN, specially of them that be-
lieve.,” 1 Tim. iv. 10.

He has not only redecemed man
from what was lost in Adam, but
has made higher attainments possi-
ble, brought Salvation near, within
reach of all men, and is the “author
ol eternal salvation to them that obey
hio.” Heb. v. 9. e not only gave
himsell a ransom (to duy man back
from death) for all,” but it is “ to be
testified in due time.” 1 7Tim.ii. 6.
He not only *“will have all men to
be saved ”? (from the Adamic penal-
tby), baut will also have them “come
to the knowledge of the truth.” Ver.
4. Thus, and in “due time,” he is
the “true light that Lighteth cvery man
that cometh into the world.,” John
i. 9. All who have died without the
true light, will be enlightened in fu-
ture, and the words of the angel will
be verified : “ Behold, I bring you
glad tidings of great joy, which
shall be to all people.” Luke ii. 10

The salvation from deuth is secur-
ed to all by the Lansom ; the salva-

tion from sin is made possible to all
hy the lght, and all this is the
Father’s arrangement, through the
Son, who is constituted Redcemer,
and also the “ Head "—*¢ Firsthorn
of a new race in a Spiritual and im-
mortal life. e restores the old to all,
and imparts the new to as many as
recetve and obey the truth.

IHow true it is, thai: “IHe that
loveth not, knoweth not God, for
God,ds love.” 1 John, iv. 8. “Love
is offGod.” Ver. 1. “In this was
manifested the love of God toward us,
because that God sent his only be-
gotten Sou into the world, that we
might live through him,” (the Son.)
(Ver. 9) “lercin is love, * *
that He loved us,” &e. (Ver 10.)
“ We love him, because he first loved
us.” (Ver. 19.) In view of so much
testimony, who can doubt the
Irather’s love, or belicve that it was
purchased by Christ’s death. Christ’s
death meets a neccessity of man in
relation to man’s forfeited life; hence
e purchased man, and not God. .
God arranged it as a grand exhibition
of his love for man. “ Ye are bought
with a price, therefore glorify God,”
&e.  “Thanks be unto God for his
unspeakable gift.” We love the
Giver and we love the Gift. “ Whom
having not seen, we love.” Who can
refrain {rom joining the grand chorus
of the angels: “ Glory to God in the
highest, and on earth, peace, good
will toward men.” Luke, ii. 14.

J. I, P,
CHRIST'S PERSONAL RE-
TURN.

BY A LUPHERAN MINISTER.

To atlempt to prove that the Son
of Man will really and personally
come again to this world, may scem
quite superfluous. It is a doctrine
which orthodox Christians univers-
ally admit; and yet, perhaps, there
is not another article of Christian
faith so coldly and indefinitely ap-
prehended. Few mecn embrace it as
arcality. Few men lay hold of it ag
an ellications truth. People deny it
not, but neither do they fecl it. They
have so much preoccupied their
minds with  dmaginary, figurative
comings of the Saviour, in providence
in His Spirit, in His Word, and in
His Church, that His only real com-
ing has well nigh become obsolete—
a dead letter.

{t no longer comes upon the heart
and conscience with its awakening
and commanding power. We recite
i, and sing it; but we do not cllect-
ually receive it. It is in our creed,
but it cannot be said to be of our
faith. If we entertain it at all, it is
at a great distance off. It cannot,
therefore, be a matter of small im-
portance for us to review our position
and to endeavor to ascertain where
we stand in regard to this great doc-
trine.

If we have been unconsciously
saying to ourselves, “ The Lord de-

laycth his coming,” it is time that
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we should wuke up to the fact, lest
that day should come upon us un-
awares,  Christ bids us  Wateh, for
in such an hour ns ye think not, the
Son of Man cometh.” “The day of
the Lord so cometh us o thief in the
night.” “As a snare shall it.come on
all them that dwell on the face of
the whole earth.” And amid the
tremendous heavings of society in
our day, we are most solemnly ad-
monished to look well to our BFearts,

and keep close to the directions of

our Lord.

THREE WORLDS,

The past, present and  future of
the fumily of man are all included
in the “ Three Worlds.,” The world
that was before the flood, the world
that now is, and the world to come.
The history of mankind and the
history of the Gospel of Christ are
inseparable; hence, the plan of sal-
vation spans these three worlds.

The Greek word “Kosmos,” trans-
lated world, as above, relates to the
order or state of things, and does not
refer to the literal earth, as some
supposge. The same word is often
used when the people are meant, as,
“God so loved the world ;" “ Behold
the Laebh of God that taketh away
the sin of the world ;” “The field is
the world " (Christ does not sow the
good seed in the ground—mankind
is his field of operation); “ He is the
propitiation forthe sins of the whole
world,” Kosmos is thus used for the
general “order” of things, or for the
people, but we have yet tolearn that
the word is ever translated carth, or
has that meaning. The nearest to
it, perhaps, is when Peter speaks of
these three conditions as three dis-
tinct “heavens and earth.” 2 Peter
iii. * The first ““ perished 7 (came to
an end), the second is “reserved un-
to fire,” and will end also, but the
third, or “new hcavens and new
earth,” is the “ world without end.”

These three exist in the order of
succession as above, no two at thesame
time, and the same planct, Karth, is
the basis of all three.

The change at the flood was not
s0 much physical as dispensational.
The administration of God was
changed, but the earth, with its
“mountaing” and consequent val-
leys, still remained. “The waters
prevailed and all the high hills were
covercd.” Gen. vii. 19, The ark
rose above the mountaing, carried
ou the face of the waters, and when
the waters abated “the ark rested
upon the mountaing of Ararat.”
Gen. viii. 4. The waters rose and
fell, but there was apparently no
change in the form of the earth it-
self. The trees seem to have remain-
ed in place, for had they been {loat-
ing, the dove might have found a
place “ for the sole of her foot” (ver.
9), and “an olive leave plucked off'”
would have been no evidence that
the waters were abating (ver. 11).

A few of these simple things well
noted, might help to dispel some of

the exaggerated expectations of many
as 1o physical changes in the “new
heavens and carth”  promised.
“New ” does not neccessarily mean
absolute perfection.

The first “order” is called “the
old world,” 2 DPeter ii. 5. Then
“This present evil world ” must have
been new at first. As the second
“waxes old 7 and passes away, an-
other new one comes on, “ Wherein
dwelleth righteousness.” It has been
thought by some that it must there-
fore be absolutely free from sin from
the very first. This is an evil world,
but there is some good in it, and
when Satan is bound—limited—
chained—it will be reversed. Right-
eousness will be the rule and sin the
exception. “ The sinner being an
hundred years old, shall be ae-
cursed.” Isa. Ixv. 20. Sin and death
go hand in hand, and neither shall
be destroyed until the end of the
thousand years: “The last enemy
that shall be destroyed is death.”
1 Cor. xv. 26. !

These three worlds are the basis
of the Bible plan of salvation, and

may therefore serve nas & means of

explaining the word in reference to
the plan. If a statement of the
word belongs to any one of these
worlds, it will be a perversion to ap-
ply it to another,or to what lies out-
side of them altogether.

To get the true import of anything
revealed by the Spirit of God must
be important, in order that the de-
signed effect may be realized.  With-
out an outline of the plan, it is not
surprising that men have failed to
“rightly divide the word of truth.”
If it be remembered that the “world
to come” is not the“spirit world,” or
state of the departed in any sense,
but a future state that does not be-
gin until the second, or “present evil
world,” ends, many Scriptures will
be plain. *Ye shall be recompensed
at the resurrection of the just.”” The
resurrection is at the last trump
(1 Cor. xv.) during which time
Christ comes, and the reward is giv-
en to “ prophets, saints, and them
that fear God’s name, small and
great.””  Rev. xi. 16-18. The reward
is ¢ eternal life” to them who seek
for it “by a patient continunance in
well-doing” (Rom. ii. 7), and Jesus
says, “‘in the world to come eternal
life.”  This division of the word, by
the plan ol the ages gives an Intensi-
ty ol interest in the coming of our
Lord, for whatever man’s state in
death may be, it is clear that our ye-
ward is not due till he comes at the
beginning of the world to come.
Man does not go to it, but it comes
to ue. Those who died in the world
before the flood did not thus reach
the present world, which was then
future, so neither can men reach the
world to come by dying, Living or
dead, we must wait for that period
to come before we can bein it as we
wait {rom one day to another,
and when the new period or day has
come, those who have not died will

be in the world to come as well as
those who are raised from the dead,
just ag Noah passed {rom the old
world into the new, having escaped
deatlt. Tt does not militate against
thig idea, that the saints are to
enter upon a higher state than the
nations, being raised in the “ spirit-
ual body,” and made equal to the
angels at the beginning of that world.
The heavenly state of the saints, as
the Bride, the Lamb’s Wife,” and
the earthly state of the nations, as
the “blessed of the Tord,” are facts
of the world to come and in harmo-
ny with each other, If the saints
are 1o rule the nations as promised,
the nations must bethere to be ruled.
There are high and low, heavens and
carth, in the future as well as in the
past. In this present evil world, the
angelgs-——unseen, yet real persons—
have a great deal of power, as “min-
istering spirits sent forth to minister
for them who shall be heirs of sal-
vation.” Heb. i. 14. “But unto
the angels hath he not put in sub-
jection  the world to  come
whereof we speak, but * * whatis
man that thou art mindful of him.”
This world is subject to the angels,
but the future world is made subject
to glorified man, Jesus being the
head of the glorified body. The
above proves that angels are not
glorified men, and also that man will
supercede the angels in administra-
tion of God's benefits to man in the
flesh. The “Church of the First-
born,” exalted to the throne, will
sing a song the angels cannot learn,
An understanding of much of
God’s Word is made ensier by first
having o “bird’s-eyc view ” of the
plan  as shown by the “Three
Worlds.” I P,

God's ‘¢ Little While.”

Because of the shortness of human
life, we nct quickly ourselves and ex-
pect others to act so, and we can
scarcely avoid carrying the same
thought with us when we go to the
investigation of God’s Word,

We read—“ Yet a little while, and
He that shall come, will come.” We
think, as we look back at the eight-
een centuries which have clapsed
since his first advent, that it is nota
“little while.” No, to us it is a long
while. Our ideas of long and short
periods are drawn from our experi-
ence. When you was a ehild you
thought as a child ; you impatiently
looked at an hour as a long time, and
a.year seemed un age if it intervened
between you and some coveted ob-
jeet.or enjoyment. Sinee you, have
grown to manhood or womanhood
years are short ; how quickly they
fly. Your plans and arrangements
reach out and embrace numbers of
them.-

We see then that o long time and
a little wlidde” are accommodative
terms, to be understood in harmony
with the standpoint of the one using
them. When Paul used these words
he was God’s mouthpiece, therefore

the word is God's—and it is from
His standpoint, in whose sight “a
thousand years are but as yesterday,”
and “ag a wateh in the night,” If
we remember that e ig from ever-
lasting to everlasting, cighteen hun-
dred years are but “a little while ”
to ITim. In Ilis sight it is only “a
little while” since Ile created Adam.

Let us not be so impatient; there
is plenty of time in eternity.

If we can get this standpoint of
time—God’s standpoint—it will as-
sist us to see how “ God is not slack
concerning Mis promises.”” When
God promised Hve that her seed
should bruise the serpent’s head, she
doubtless supposed that God’s pro-
mise had failed when ox&hof her
sons was slain and the other had be-
come o branded murderer; and when
Seth was born, as his name indieates,
she thought him the promised seed.
She came to die, and yet saw not
God’s promise fulfilled. Ages rolled
on, floods came and went, Moses and
Israel read the promise, but saw no
fulfillment. Had it failed 2 No, four
thousand years after Jesus appeared
on earth; suffered, died, arose, ascend-
ed. Was the promise fulfilled? No,
onlyinpart. Satan’shead (vital part)
isnot yet crushed ; he rears it higher
than ever; his control is greater per-
haps than cver before. Does God's
promise mean lessthanitsays? No,
give Him more time; it is only “a
little while ™ since he promised, and
“in due time ” it will all be fulfilled.
Becanse He saw that we would won-
der whether He is “ slack concerning
His promises;” and because Jesus
counts us His friends, (“I have
enlled you f{riends; for all things that
[ have heard of my Father I have
made known unto you.” Jno. xv.
15,) therefore IMe kindly gives us
through Taul, a clue as to how and
when this promise will be fulfilled.
Rom. xvi. 20, reads : “ The God of
peace shall bruise Satan under your
feet shortly.”

This is the same promise made to
Tive, and though. Christ had died,
Panl well knew that Satan was not
yet bruised.

But God has not forgotten his pro-
mise; He will perform, but when?
“Shortly.” Ah, God’s “little while”
again.  But why say under your feet ?
What had the Christians at Rome to
do with bruiging Satan? Had God’s
Word not said the seed should do it?
And was not Chist this sced? Yes,
Jesus is the head over this seed, but
we are members of the body under
this head, ns we rcad : * The God of
our Lord Jesus Christ......gave Him
to be the head over all things to the
Church, which is His body.” I ph.
i. 17-22, Ile is the head , that in all
things e might have the pre-emin-
ence, Col. i, 18.

Satan was permiited to bruise Je-
sus, the head. “Ile was bruised for
our iniquity.” Ile was made per-
feet through suffering,” and we, the
members of the body, must suffer
with Him if we would be made per-



ZION’'S WATCH TOWER.

M'5

fect—must “fill up the mceasure of
the sufferings of Christ.” The head
sullered most, but we must be shar-
crs of the suflering, if we would be
glorified together. '
Therefore, “ count it all joy ” and
“think it not strange concerning the
fiery trial which is to try you as
though some strange thing happened
unto you: But rcjoice, inasmuch
as ye are pariakers of Christ’s sufferings;
that when (* a little while,” “ short-
ly ) His glory shall be revealed, ye
may be glad, also, with exceeding joy.”
1 Pet. iv. 13. Yes, we shall share
in the “ glory that shall follow,” and
part of that glory shall be to crush
the serpent. Now he bruises our
heel (ours are not vital wounds, they
will all heal.) We shall crush his
head (a vital part, indicating the ut-
ter extinction of evil—when death shall
be destroyed, and “him that hath
the power of "death, that is the
devil”). As this has required time
for its accomplishment, so have al-
most all the promises of God. Take

THE PROMISE TO ABRAHAM.

God had promised and sworn to
Abraham, that his sced should be as
the sand of the sea~—innumerable—
and Abraham believed it; but as
years rolled on he and Sarah
thought it a long time. They were
getting old, and yet had no child.
Finally to help God to fulfill his
promise, (how many Christianswan{
1o FORCE a construction on prophccy;
in order to help God out of a dilem-
ma, and Akelp him to fulfill his word.
Wait; '

“God is his own interpreter,
And e will make it plain.”
Yes, they would help God to keep
his word,) and as Sarah was too old,
her maid must bear the promised
seed. This was a human way to ful-
fill, but God waited filtcen years un-
til they were both old, so that both
Abraham and Sarah laughed when
they were told that they should yel
have a son Isaac. “After I am wax-
ed old shall I have plcasure my lord,
being old also?” DBut the answer
was: “Is anything too Lard for the
Lord? Althe time ArroinTip * *
Sarah shall have a son.”
O, that we could learn—
“It may not be my time,
JItmay not be thy time,
And yet in Ilis own lime
The Lord will perform.” .

Ages have rolled around, yet the
seed of Abraham, although a nation
and partially posscssing Canaan for
a time, have never yet had those
promises to Abraham FULFILLED.

“T will establish my covenant be-
iween me and thee, and thy secd
after thee.” “And I will give unto
thee and to thy sced after thee, the
land wherein thou art o stranger, all
the land of Canaan for an everlasting
possession.”

But Paul shows us how that there
was a deeper meaning than the sur-
face promise couched in the utter-
ances of God to the sced of Abra-
hawm. Not only the- fleshly children

but the children of faith have a share.

“Now, to Abraham and his sded
were the promises made. Ile saith
not. And to seeds as of many; but
as of one. ‘And {o thy seed’—
which is Christ” * * And if yc be
Christ’s (if you have been “baptised
into Christ, put on Chrisg,” become
“members of His body,”) then (and
only then, no other way,) are ye
Abraham’s sekp and 11gms; accord-
ing to promise.” Gal.iii, 14 and 29.

Here again we realize that God’s
“little while,” is to man o great while;
but surely and steadily the members
of the body of Christ arc being de-
veloped, and in due téme they will be
united to their Head, and with Him
gloried—constituting in the complete
sense, ‘““the seed’—and then, ncver
fully until then, can it be irue of
Abraham and his seed:—*“In thee
shall all nations be blessed.” (Gal.
iii. 8.)  Then “A king shall reign
in righteousness, and princes shall
riile in  judgment”—[Christ, our
head, the king, and we joint hcirs
with biw "]—and under that right-
cous reign and rule ‘“all the fam-

‘ilics'of the carth shall be blessed,”

for then “the knowledge of the Lord
shall Gl the whole carth.” But
there, are

PROMISES TO THE NATURAL SKED,
As well as to the spiritual, they
n'cver have and do not now possess
Canaan as an “ everlasting posscssion.”
The prophets tell us that * the Lord
shall yct choose Jerusalem.” Zech.
i. 17, “I will dwell in the midst ol
Jerusalem ;7 it “shall be called a
city of truth.” “The streets of the
city shall be full of boys and girls
playing.” “If it be marvelous in
the cyes of the remnant of this peo-
ple in these days, should it also be
marvelous in mine eyes, saith the
Lord of hosts?’ Zech. viii. 3-6.
“At that time * * T shall bring
again the captivity of Judah and
Jerusalem.” © Thenshall Jerusalein
be holy.”  Joel iii, 1-17.

James shows that these promises
lacked a fulfillment. Acts 15-16.
after showing the object of the Gos-
pel age to be the taking out of the
Gentiles, a people for His name—
the Church—His body, the secd
After recounting this, James says:
“To this agrce the words of the pro-
phets, [or this is in harmony with
prophecy.”] “As it is written, ‘After
this’ [after the seed is taken from
among the Genliles,] ‘T will rcturn,
and will build again the {abernacle
of David which is fallen down, and 1
will build again the ruins thercol””
Yes, God has good things in reserve
for his ancient people, and as Paul
says, though they were “ blinded ”
snd “ cut off” from the first position
of heirs of those proimnises, yet, “God
hath not cast away Ilis pcople whom
He foreknew.” For I would not,
Lrethren, that ye should beignbrant
of this mystery, lest ye should be
wise in your own conceits; that
Llindness in part is happened  to
Isracl.” Xow long, Paul, until the

fullness of the Gentiles be come in}
[That is, until the entire Church,
which James says God is taking out
of the Gentiles, have all been taken
out, and gathered into fulsomship,
as the sced of promise.] And if they
arc blinded only until that time, it is
evident that atthat time the blindness
will be removed. But Paul contin-
ues, “andsoall Israclshall besaved,”
[not saved cternally as individuals,
but saved—rescued nabionally—
brought back to power and grand-
ure.] Bul Paul goes to the prophets
ag his authority, “ as it is written,
there shall come out of Zion the
Deliverer, [the seed, head and body]
and shall turn, away ubngodliness
froin Jacol, [fleshly Israel,] for this
is my covenant -with them.” Paul
then gives us-his rcasons for speak-
ing 8o confidently, “Yor the gifts
and calling-of God are without re-
pentance.” God’s givingus the high
calling, and the promises on the
higher plane, does not interfere with
or hinder His keeping his promisc
to the fleshly seed, but all the more
guarantce it.

Then he explaing bow it is we,
who were once Gentiles, had God’s
mercy and truth revealed to us when
and because natural Israel was blind-
ed; 8o we obtained mercy through
their unbelief; so these have not be-
lieved that through your mercy they
also obtain mercy. Through whose
merey?  Yours, the Church’s, when
the Church is all taken out and glo-

rified, she is with Christ, her head,

to mercifully \dn'd justly rule the
world, and then Israel shall obtain
your mercy. Rom. ii, 2-25. ,

O, that we could realize that every
promise of God 43 sure, in Iis own
due time ; it would give us childlike
trust and confidence for everything,
and not to accept them as all sureis
Lo make God a liar.

Paul, as he looked forward and
realized how in due time cvery jot
and title should be fulfilled, and saw
the greatness and majesty of God’s
plan, breaks forth in cestasy and
exclaims, “ O, the depth of the richies
both of the wisdom and knowledge
of God!” “ Who hath known the
mind of the Lord?” [Who knew
that God's plan was so comprchen-
sive and full.] And our hearls can
say, Amen. ‘ _

God knows the cnd from the be-
ginning, and looking at the great
clock of the ages, declares to us that
the things we so much desire, shall
be * shortly,” “yet a little while.”
Tiet us look at things from his stand-

point, and so
“ Let the litile while between
In its golden light be seen.”

The Royal Priesthood.

“ But yc arc a chosen generalion,
a royal pricsthood, a holy nation, a
peculiar people ; that ye should show
forth the praises of im who hath
called you out of darkness unto Iis

marvelous light” 1 Pet. ii. &

“Unto Ilim that loved us and
washed us from our sins in His ownl
blood, and hath made us kings and
priests unto God and His Father ;- to
HHim be glory and dominion for ever
and ever.” Rev.i. 5, 6.

-“And hast made us unto our God
kingsand priests ; and we shall reign
on the earth.” Rev. v. 10. )

“Blessed and holy ig he that hath
partin the first resurrection : on such
the ggcond death hath no:power, but
they shall be priests'of God and of
Christ, and shall reign with him a
thousand years.” = Rev. xx. 6.

The above scriptures clearly teach
that a part, at least, of our work in
the future will be to officiate as the
priests of God. Asthe work of a

instruction in righteousness, they as

of evangelization will go on, not only
after the first resurrcction has taken
place, but even all through the *age
of the ages.” The fact that these
offices of “king” and * priest” will
cxist, logically implies that there

‘will be subjects to rule and learncrs

to teach ; otherwisc the names would
be meaningless and the titles an
cmpty sound.

It is‘held by some, that the reign
of the sainls will consist of a very

—with Cbrist at their head—they
will trample their enemies into the
dust and utterly destroy them. We
thank our dear Lord for a better
hope.” Our work will not be one of
destruétio_n, but of salvation. We
shall rule as kings, even with a rod
of iron; but the grand object will
be to humble the nations, and so fit
them for the reception -of truth.
“TFor, when thy judgments arc in
the ecarth, the inhabitants of the
world will learn - righteousness.”
Isa. xxvi. 9. :

What a blessed prospect! what a
glorious calling! A royal priest-
hood |

Who that is imbued with' the
spirit of the Master; who that has
but tasted that the Lord is gracious,
could desire more agreeable employ-
ment than to show forth the praises
of our Savior King to those_sitting
in darkness ?' to bind up the broken-
hearted ? ‘to proclaim liberty to the
captive? to give beauty for ashes
and the oil of joy for mourning ?—

“To tell the old, old story
Of Jesus and ITis love.”

To fit us for such an exalted and
responsible position we require a pe-
culiar training, and we fecl warrant-
ed in claiming that the trials, tetmip-
tatiors and discipline of this present
life are for that very purpose.

Many a struggling believer, trying
hard to overcome, bufleted by the
enemy, tried by friends, weighed
down by hereditary wecaknesses in
self, discouraged and faint, has cried
out, frum the depths of a loving
heart: “ Why, Ol why this suffer-
ing ? why thissevere chastisement ¢

Let us glance for a moment at the

pricst is one of intercession and of

clearly prove that the glorious work -

brief “rcign of terror,” during which |



6

ZION’'S WATCH TOWER.

pathway trod by the bleeding feet of
the Master—our forerunner—and we
shall find the answer.

“So, also,Christ glorified not Him-
sell to be made a high priest; but
He that suid unto Him, Thou art
my son. * * Who in the days of
is fl sh, when He had offered up
prayers and supplications  with
strong crying and tears unto Him
that was able to save im from
death, and was heard in that He
feared: Though IIe were a §6n, yet
learned he obedience by the things
which He had suftered, and being
made perfect, He became the author
of eternal salvation unto all them
that obey Ilim.” Heb, v. 5-9. '

“ For it became Him, for whom
are all things, in bringing many
sons unto glory, to make the Cap-
tain of their salvation perfect
through sufferings. Wherefore in
all things it behooveth Him to be
made like unto Ilis brethren, that
IIe might be a merciful and faithful
High Priest in things pertaining to
God, to make reconciliation for the
gins of the people. For in that He
Himsel! hath suffered being tempt-
ed, He is able to succor them that
are tempted.”  Heb. ii. 10, 17-13.

“ Tor we have not a High Priest
who cannot be touched with the
feeling of our infirmities; but was
in all points tempted like as we are,
yet without sin. Let us therefore
come boldly unto the throne of
grace, that we may obtain merey
and find grace to help in time of
need.”  Heb. iv. 15, 16,

1 he reason, then, that the Church
is called on to fill up that which 1
behind of the afllictions of Christ is,
that all the body, in like manner to
the ITead, may be trained to perfect
sympathy and to perfect obedience
through suffering.  In this present
time, we in all our troubles come to
our compassionate High Priest with
boldness, realizing that Ie, having
been partaker of flesh and blood,

can truly feel for us and pity us, so, |

in the ugeto come, we, the promised
secd of Abraham, through whom all
the families of the earth shall be
blessed, (compaure Gen. xii. 37; Gal.
iii. 14, 16, 20 ;) shall g» forth a royal
priesthood, according to the order of
Melchisedec, fully prepared to sym-
pathize with the nations, to lead
them to thie paths of righteousness,
and to encourage them in the way
of life.

Shall we shrink then from our
cross?  Shall we seek to put away
the Dbitter cup that is sometimes
pressed to our lips? Surely not.
"Iis o loving hand that presents it,
tis a loving heart (infinitely loving)
that sees the need of it. No! Itis
but the Master fitting us for His
work ; training us for the priesthoud ;
teaching us to rule ourselves that
we may know how to rule others;
opening our cyes to the weakness of
our own flesh, that we may have pa-
tience with those over whom we are
given authority. (Luke xix. 17, 19.)

~ Courage, then, my Christian broth-
er or sister, sceking with weary step
to ran the narrow way. leed not
the rugged course; it isall hallowed
and sanctified by the blessed feet of
the Master. Count every thorn a
flower ; every sharp rock a milestone,
hurrying you onward to the goal.
Let every advancing step be a“Near-
er to Thee:” every hillock in the
road an “upward toward heaven.”
Keep your eye fixed on the prize.
Soon—very soon—you may wear the
Crown,

“Itis a faithful saying: For if we
be dead with Him, we shall also live
with him; if we suffer, we shall also
reign with Him.”

The consecrated cross I'll bear,

Tl self it bears {from me;
When Jesus calls, the crown I’ll wear

For Ilim who sct me frec,
W. I. M,

The Blood of Christ.

The more enlightened we become
in regard to God’s plan of the ages,
the more fully we can understand
the wonderful love of God manifest-
ed in the gift of Jesus Christ. God
does nothing without a reason, and
only as we understand the reason
can we rightly value what e does.
So we come nearer to the true esti-
mate of the blood of Christ as we
understand why he shed Iis blood
and the nature of the results to be
obtained,

Man not only became a sinner by
disobedicence, but he lost his life also,
As through one man sin entered the
world (in whom all sinned), and
through sin, death, so also death
passed upon all men., Romans v, 12.
If he remained in that condition,
God’s olject in creating man to at-
tain finally to His own image would
prove a fuilure.

As there was no law that could
give life, it seems that nothing less
than the death of Christ could place
man where he could strive for the
higher life.

He said of himself, “ This is my
flesh which I give for the life of the
world.”” Besides, we being yet help-
less, Christ at the proper time died
in behall of the ungodly. Now,
scarcely on behalf of a just person
will any one die, though, possibly, on
behall of the guod some one might
ventureto die. But God recommends
His own love to us, because we be-
ing yet sinners, Christ died on our
behalf. By much Morw, then, hav-
ing been now justified by His dlood,
we shall through Him be saved from
wrath. Roumans v. 6-9. So Paal
could say, * Tuke heed, therefore, un-
to yourselves and to all the flock
over which the Holy Ghost hath
muade you oversecers, to feed the
Church of God, which He hath pur-
chased with the Llood of his own.”
Acts xx. 28, They were sold under
sin, but bougat with a price. “What!
know ye not that your body is the
temple of the IXoly Ghost, which is
in you, which ye have of God, and

ye are not your own? For ye are

all bought with a price. Therefore
glorify God in your body and in
your spirit, which are God’s.” 1
Cor. vi. 19, 20.

Bought, redecemed and ransomed
seem to be used in the same sense,
and by the nse of these terms we
are frequently reminded that we are
not our own, but belong to one who
has the right to command and re-
quire implicit obedience ; but as He
which hath called you is holy, so be
ye holy, in all manner of conversa-
tion, in all your conduct, beeause it
is written, be ye holy, forT am holy,
and if ye call on the Father, who,
without respect of persons, judges
according to every man’s work, pass
the time of your sojourning in fear;
forasmuch as ye know that ye were
not redeemed with corruptable
things, as silver and gold, but with
the precious blood of Christ, as of a
lamb without blemish and without
spot. 1 Peteri. 15-19,

For thou wast slain and hast re-
deemed us unto God by thy blood
out of every kindred, and tongue,
and people, and nation, and hast
made us unto our God kings and
priests, and we shall reign on the
earth. Rev.v. 9, 10,

"~ We are taught to serve one an-

other, and whosoever will be chief

among you, let him be your servant,
even ag the Son of Man came not to
be ministered unto, but to minister,
and to give hig life a ransom for
many. Matt. xx. 27, 28,

He gave himself a ransom for all,
to be testified in due time. 1 Tim.
2, 5. '

I will ransom them from the pow-
er of the grave; I will redeem them
from death. O death, I will be thy
plagues; O grave, I will be thy de-
struction. Hosen xiii. 14.

But this is not all,  We have this
precious invitation : Come now and
let us reason together, saith the
Lord. Though your sing be as
scarlet, they shall be as white
as snow; though they be red
like crimson, they shall be as wool.
Isa. 1. 18. If we confess our sins, He
is faithful and just to forgive our
sinsg, and to cleanse us from all un-
righteousness. 1 Johni. 9.

If we say that we have fellowship
with Him and walk in darkness, we
speak falsely and perform not the
truth; but if we walk in the light,
as He is in the light, we have fellow-
ship with each other, and the blood
of Jesus, His Son, cleanses us from
all sin. 1 John vi. 7.

It ig a singular fact, that a scarlet
or crimson ubject viewed through a
red glass in' the light, the object ap-

pears white ; so, though our sins be/

as scarlet or erimson, when we come
where God will view them through
the blood of Christ, they are account
ed as white. Though we have no
righteousness of our own, our faith is
accounted unto us for righteousness.
Wherefore, remember, that ye being
in time past Gentiles in the flesh, *
* that at that time ye were without

A

Christ, being aliens from the com-
monwealth of Israel and strangers
from the covenants of promise, hav-
ing no hope and without God—God-
less—in the world; but now, in
Christ Jesus, ye who sometimes were
far ofl are made nigh by the blood of
Christ. Eph. ii. 11-13,

But Christ being made ‘a high
priest of good things to come,’ by a
greater and more perfect tabernacle,
not made with hands, that is to say,
not of this building ; neither by the
blood of goats and ¢alves, but by
his own blood, He entered in once
into the holy place, having obtained
eternal redemption. For if the blood
of bulls and goats and the ashes of
a  heifer sprinkling the wunclean
sanctifieth to the purifying of the
flesh, how much more ghall the blood
of Christ, who through the eternal
Spirit offered himself without spot
to God, purge, cleanse your con-
science from dead works to serve the
living God. Heb. ix. 11-14, _

Therefore, by works of law no hu
man being shall be justified in Hi:
presence, for through the law there
is an acknowledgement of sin; but
now, apart from law, God's righteous-
ness has been made manifest, being
attested by the law and the prophets,
even God’s righteousness through
the fuith of Christ, to all who delieve;
for there is no distinction, for all
have sinned and come short of the
glory of God, being justified freely
by his favor, through that redemp-
tion which is by Christ Jesus, whom
God hag get forth to be a mercy-seat
by His own blood through the faith,
for an-exhibition of His righteous-
ness in passing by the sing frequently
committed during the forbearance of
God, and for an exhibition of His
righteousness at the present time, in
order that He may be righteous
while justifying him who is of the
fuith of Jesus. Where, then, is boast-
ing? Itisshutout. Through what
law ?—of works? No; but by the
law of faith, Rom. iii. 20. (Em-
phatic Diaglott )

Bro. H. B. Ricr, editor and pub-
lisher of The Last Trump, has been
obliged by circumstances beyond
his control to suspend its publica-
tion. Knowing that such a course
was probable, we two months ago
proposed to Bro. Rice that we would
supply THE Warcn Towsr to his
subscribers, instead of The Trump,
up to theclose of their subscriptions,
and we invited him to speak to his
old subscribers, and others of the
body of Christ; through Zron’s W arrcn
Tower. -

He has necepted both propositions,
sent the list of subscribers, and in
an open letter to them says, “ I will
endewvor to contribute something to
Tue Warcn Towrr every month,”
&e.

As we are much crowded, we have
published this letter as a supplement,
and sent it to the subscribers ot The
Last Trump only.
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Why will there be a Second Advent?
[Continued from Sccond Page.]

These patriarchs wercelected—chosen.
“God called Abraham, and said,” &c.
Abraliam, and not his kin, was colled.
IHis parents were idelators. 1le had
“many sons and daughters,” but only
onc is choren. “In Isuac shall thy seed
be called,” Of Isaac’s Lwo sons, only one
was chosen, “ as it is written,” says Paul,

" Rom. 8, 11 and 12, “Jucob have I loved,

but Esan bave I hated” (loved less).
God chose before they were born, *“that
the purpose of God according to clection
might stand.” Now, remember, I do not
say that God clected one to go to heaven
and the other to hell. No; far from it.
That is the common misconception of
the Scriptural, and when properly under-
stood, beautiful doctrine of Electjon.

"At Jacob's death another advance step
in God's plan is taken, and typical or
fleshly Israelis formed. From this time
one man no longer represents God in the
world ; but a nation, all the sons of
Jacob and their posterity. And now we
have an elect nation or clhiurch, and God
gives all His specialblessings to it. Other
and larger nations—Igypt, Chaldea, &ec.
—are.passed by, left without light and
without knowledge, while these arc giv-
en to Israel. “ What advantage, then,
hath a Jew ?” Much, every way, chiefly
bocause to them were compmitteds the
oracles (laws and tesltimonies) of God.
This is Paul’s statement, God speaking
to them, says: “ Youonly have I known
of all the familics of the earth.” This
people alone wus recognized, and thus
continued until Christ came. Yes; and
after it.

During Christ’s ministry He preached

“to them, and would not suffer His disci-

ples to do otherwise, saying as He sends
them out, “Go not into the way of the
Gentiles, and into any city of the Sama-
ritans "enter ye not.” Why so, Lord?
“I am not sent save, to the lost sheep of
the house of Isracl” All his time was
devotled to them until death, and here
was His first work for the world, and
God's Grandest Gift,

not for Israel only, but for all, for “Jesus
Chirist, by the grace of God, tasted death
for cvery man.”  And now, also,in the
Gospel age, a certain sort of election ob-
tains, Some parts of the world are more
favored with the Gospel (which is free
to all who hear) than others. Contrast
yourself, with your privileges and knowl-
edge, with the heathen man who never,
yet heard the call. When this called-out
company, (called to be “sons of God,”
“heirs of God, and joint hicirs with Jesus
Christ our Lord,”) is complete, then the
plan of God for the world's salvation is
only beginning. Not until then will the
seed “Dbruise the serpent’s hcad,” and
“bless all the families of the earth.” For
the seed is not Christ, the head, alone,
but the Church, which. is lis body, as
Paul informs us, Gal.iii. 29, “ Which seed
is Christ; and if ye be Chrisl’s, then are
ye Abraham's seed and heirs according
to the promise.” The sume company are
to bruise the serpent. Rom. xvi. 20. The
very God of Peace shall bruise Satan
under your feet shortly.
The Gospel Age.

The Gospel agemakes ready the chasle
virgin (church) for the coming Bride-
groom, - When ready, the DBridegroom
comes, and they that are ready are unit-
ed.. The second Adam and the second
Eve become ong, and are thus the be-
ginning of the new creation, and then
the glorious work of elevating mankind
*“in general begins. The river of living
water flows, and the work of the Chiurch
begins. In the next dispensation, new

heavens and new earth. She is no longer
the espoused Virgin, but the Bride. Ty
“the Spirit and the Bride say come, and
whosocver will let him come and drink
of the water of life freely.”

As Adamn, the beginning of the floshly
race, was composcd of man and the help-
meet taken from his side, as it ig written,
“ Male and female created He them and
Il called their name ApaM,” Gen. v. 12,
50 the “Sccond ddam,” of whom Paul
says the first “was a figure,” ‘'or type, has
a helpmect taken from His side, and
when she is fully formed and perfected,
the Bridegroom comes and they goin to
the marriage; they become one, “the
new creation of God” (read Eph. v, 25,
30, 32), making in “Ilimself of twain
(Jews and Gentiles)

““One New Man.”

(I5ph. ii. 15) This new man we have
found to be the seed “ to crush the ser-
pent’s head.” “The seed of Abraham,”
“in whom all the families of the carth
shall be blest.” That the Gospel age so
far from closing the Church’s mission,
was only a school of aflliction to enable
her, as well as her head, to be touched
with a feeling of earth’s infirmities, that
they might sympathize with mankind,
and during the millennial age assist
them, when ‘‘the knowledge of the
Lotrd shall fill the whole carlh,” scatier-
ing the darkness of sin and ignorance,
causing “ wars to cease unto the cnds of
the carth.” These are the “ times of ros-
titution,”” which Peter says are due when
Christ comes. Acts iii, 17-19. TFor this
“the whole creation groancth and tra-
vaileth in pain together until now, wait-
ing for the manifestation of the sons of
God.,” Row. viii. 22, 19. These sons are
not now manifest. There are in Christ’s
flock inany “wolves in sheep’s clothing.”
Among the wheat therc are many tares;
but when in “the harvest” (“the end
of the age”), they are separated, then
shall the rightecous shine forth as the sun
in the kingdom of their Father—be mani-
Sested—and then to the groaning creation
(mankind) shall this “Sun of Rightcous-
ness arise, with healing in Ilis wings.”

Bul let us lcave thisg bright and pleas-
ant picture of the coming day, of which,
with the poet, we could say :

“1Iasto thee along, ages of glory,

Hasto the'glad time when Christ appears,”
and turning, leok at a dark picture. Have
you ever asked yoursclf, while rejoicing
in the glorious opportunities tu be ofler-
od to mankind during the millennial age
—Whataboutthose who have died before
the plan of God hasthusreached its full-
ness? There have lived on carth since
creation (six thousand ycars), about one
hundred and forty-three billions of hu-
man beings. Of thesc the very broadest
estimate that could be made with reason
would be, that less than one billion were
Saints of God—the Church—the Bride.
What of the one hundred and forty-two
billiens who died outof Christ? What
is their condition ?

Atheism answers »
dead. There is no hereafter.
never live again.

Calvanism answers:  They were not
elected to be saved. God forcordained
and predestined them to be lost—to go
to hell—and they are thero now, writh-
ing in agony, where they will cever re-
main without hope.
 Arminianism answers: We believe that
God cxcuses them on account of igno-
rance, and that if they did the best they
knew how, they will be as sure of being
a part of the “Church of the First-born”
ag is Paul himself. .

To this last view the great majority of
Christiansofall denominationshold, from
a feeling that any other view would be

They are clernally
They will

"

irreconcilable with justice, on God's part.

But, we inquire, what do the Seriptures
teach on this last point ? That ignorance is
a ground ‘of salvation? No; the only
condition known in Scripture is Farri,
“By grace are ye saved, through Tarrn.”
Justification by faith is the ground-rock
of the whole system of Christianity.
When, on the day of Pentecost, Peter
was asked, “ What must we do to be
saved ?” he answered, “Believe on the
Lord Jesus Christ and be'baptized, and
thou shalt be saved ! -

Again hie says, Acts iv. 12, “There is
none other mame under heaven given
among men whereby we must be saved,”
than the namce of Jesus.

Paul reasons that a man must hear
the Gospel before he can believe: “Ilow
shall they believe on im of whom they
have not heard?” This—God’s plan—
that men shall be saved on account of
faith, Paul says was to the Jews a stum-
bling block (because they expected sal-
vation as a reward of keeping the law)
and to the Greeks (the worldly wise)
foolishness. But, nevertheless, it las
“pleaged God by the foolishness (in the
eyes of men) of preaching to save

Them Which Believe.”

I wanl to Scripturally close you in to
the thought, that all who have not heard
could not believe, and not believing, could
not be a part of the Bride of Christ.
But, you object, Paul, in the first two
chapters of Rowmans, teaches “that these
having not the law are a law unto them-
selves,” and that this law which their
conscience furnishes, is suflicient to jus-
tify them. No, I answer, you understand
Paul differently from what he intend-
ed. TPaul’s argument everywhere is,
that “all the world is guilty before God.”
“¥or if I had not known the law, I had
not known sin. For by the law is the
knowledgeof sin.” The law given to the
Jew revealed his weakness, and’ was in-
tended to show him that he was unable
to justify himself before God. * For by
the deeds of the law shall no flesh be
justified in s (God's) sight.” As the
law thus condemned the Jews, so Paul says
it is with the Gentiles also. Though ig-
norant of the law, they had light enough
of conscicnce to condemn . them.. “That
cvery mouth may be stopped, and all
the world may become guilly bhefore
God,” Rom. iii. 19, in order that" eternal
life may he scen to be “the gift of God,
through Jesus Christ our Lord,” to every
one that belicveth. .

Well, you answer, the Bible to the con-
trary, I belicve and insist that God won't,
damn the world forignorance. Now, let
us sce. Do you practice what you de-
clare? Why do you assist in scending
misgionarics to the heathen, at a cost of

thousands of valuable lives and millions

of moucy ? If they will all be saved—
or cven half of them—through igno-
rance, you do them a positive isjury in
sendinga preacher to tell them of Christ,
for we know that only about one in a
thousand belicoe when the missionary
does go to them. If your idea be cor-
rect it were far botter that no mission-
arics should ever besent. Before, nearly
all saved; now, becausc of knowledge,
nearly all lost. Inthesame way wemight
reason, that if God had left all in igno-
rance, we would all have been saved.
Then, instead of the Gospel being good
news, it would be more properly named
bad news.

No, my brethren; you- do believe that
*“there is no olhier name given wlhercby
we must be saved.””  Your actions speak
the loudest, and speak rightly.

Now, supposc we look at these things
just as God tells us of them, and leave
the clearing of His character to Hiinself,

What Has Become of the 142 Bil-
lions ? ‘

First, we angwer, that you may be sure
they are not now in hell suflering; be-
cause not only do the scriptures teach
that full and complele reward is not given
to the Church until Christ comes, “when
be shall reward every man,” but the un-
Just are to receive their descrts then also.
Whatever may be their present condi-
tion, it cannot be their full reward, for
Peter says: “God knowecth how to re-
serve the unjust unto the day of judg-
ment to be punished,” and he will do so.
But the thought of so many of our fel-
low creaturesat any time being lost,with-
out having had the knowledge which is
necessary to salvation, scems terrible, in-
deed, to all who have a spark of love or
pity. Then, too, there are a number of
Scriptures which seem hard to harmon-
ize with all this. Let us sce in the light,
of his dealings how shall we understand
the statement, “Godis Love,” or “God so
loved the world that he gave his only be-
gotten Son, that whosoever believeth in
Him might not perish.”

Ah, Lord, it seems to poor, frail hu-
manity that if you loved the world so
much, you might have made provision,
not only that belicvers might be saved,
but also that all might hear.

" Again we read: “This is the true light
that lighteth every man that cometh into
theworld.” Lord, all our reason seems to
say, notso. We cannot sece how Jesus
lighted more than a few of earth’s bjl-
lions. Yonder Hottentot gives no eyi-
dence of having been so enlighted,
neither did the Sodomites and myriad

of others, . ’

Once more we read: “Jesus Christ, by
the grace of God, tasted death for every
man.” {ow, Lord, we ask ? If he tasted
death for the one hundred and forty-
three billions, and from other causes it
becomes eflicacious only to one billion,
is not his death comparatively a failure ?

Again: “Behold I bring you glad tid-
ings of great joy, which shall be to all
people.”  Surely it is to but a little fock
to whom it has been glad tidings, and not
Lo all people. )

Another is: “There is one God. and
one Meditator between God and man,
Christ Jesus, who gave himself & ransom
for all” A ransom, then why should
nol all have some benefit from Christ's
death? : ’

Oh, how dark, how inconsistent do
these stalements appear when we re-
member that the Gospel Churchis“a
little flock.” Oh, how we wish it would
please God to open our cyes that we
;might understand the Seriptures, for we
feel sure that did we but understand, it
‘must all seem clear; it must all declare
in thunder tone, “God is Love.” O,
that we had thekey! Do you want it?
—Are you sure you do? It is the last
lext we quoted, “ Who gavo himself a-
ransom for all, to be testified in due time,
Due timme. Ah, now we see. God has a
due time for everything. He could have
testified it to this one hundred and for-

‘ty-two billions in their life time. Then
that would havebeen their due time ; as
it was not so, their due time must be fu-
ture. We know that now is our due
time, because it i3 testificd to us now.
Christ was a ransom for you before you
was born, but it was not due time for you
to hear it until years afler. So with the
Iottentot; Christ was his ransom at the
sume time that he wasyours; lic has not
heard it yet, and may not in this life;
hut in God’s due time he will.

But does not death e¢nd probation?
one enguires. There is no scripture
which says so, we answer, and all the
above and many more scriptures would
be meaningless or worse,

If Death ends all

to the ignorant masses of the world.
The only scriplure ever guoted (o prove

this generally entertained view, is, “As
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the tree falleth, so it lies.” If this has
any relation to man and his future, it in-
dicates that in whatever condition of
knowledge or ignorance he enters death,
he remains the same until heis raised up
again,

But can knowledge cver reach these
billions in their graves while dead? No;
God has provided for the resarrection of
them all. For “asin Adam all die, even
80 in Christ shall all be made alive.” As
death came by the first Adam, so life
comes by the sccond Adam. Lverything
that mankind lost in the first, 18 to be
restored in the sceond. Hence, the age
following Christ’s sccond coming is s$po-
ken of as ¢ the times of restitution.”

Life is one of the things lost, and is to
be onc of the things restored, Mark
me! Ido not say eternal life is given
them.  No; Adan never had cternal life
to lose; if he had it, he could not have
died. II¢ had natural life, lost natural
life, and it is to be natural life that the
second Adam restores.  This isa certain
sort of satvation that Christ accomplish-
es for all; but the eternal salvation,
which believers receive, is entirely dif-
ferent. This enables us to use another
text, which is little used exeept by Uni-
versalists, and although -not Universal-
ists, yet we claim the riecht to use all
seripture. Tt reads: “We trust in the
living God, who is the Savior of all men,
especially of them which believe” Al
men are saved or rescued from the loss
entailed on them throngh Adam, by hav-
ing all those lost things, inclml.mg natu-
ral life, restored to them, Ile is also the
“egpecial Savior of them which believe.”
For believers who now constitute the
bml?' of Christ are the happy recipients
of “The gift of God, eternal life. While
those of the world are raised natural
bodies, those of the Church are raised
spiritual bodies, * neither can they dicany
nore, but are like the angels of God.”

Now we see that “the testimony in due
time” explains all of those troublous
texts. In due time it shall be *‘glud
tidings of great joy to all people,” In
due time that ‘“ T'rue Light shall lighten
every man that cometh into the world,”
and in no other way can these seriptures
be used without wresting, We take them
to mean just what they say. Paul earries
ont the line of argument with emphasis
in Rom. v.18,19. Ile reasons that as all
men were condemned to death and suf-
fered it because of Adam’s transgression,
80 nlso Christ's righteousness justifies all
to life again, All lost life, not of our own
will or choice, in first Adam; all receive
life at the hands of the second Adam,
equally without their will or choice.

When thus brought to life, and the love
of God testified to them, their probation,

Their First Chance,

beging, for we do not preach. a second
chance for any.
But Peler tells us, that “ the restitution
iz spoken of by the mouth of all the
holy prophets.”” They do all teach it.
lizekiel tellsus ofthe valley ofdr{ bones,
“Phis is the whole house of Israel ;”
and God says to them, “I will bring you
up ont of your graves, and bring you in-
to your own land.” Thisagrees with St,
Paul, Rom. vi. 25, 26,  Blindness in part
ishappened to Israel until tho fullness of
the Gentiles (the Gospel Chureh, the
elect company “taken out of the Gen-
tiles”) he come in, and so all Israel shall
bu saved,” or brought back from their
ast-oll’ condition, ~ For “God hath not
canst ofl His people whom e foreknew.”
They were cut ofl’ from Ilis fuvor while
the bride of Christ was being selected,
bhut will return to favor when that work
is accomplished.—Vs, 28 to 33. The
prophets are full of statements of how
God will “ plant them agnin, and they
shall be no more plucked up” This does
not refer to restorations from  former
eaptivities in Babylon, Syrin, &e., for the
Lord says, “fnthat day it shall no more
be a proverh among you ‘the fathers ate
a sour grape and the children’s teeth are
set onedge;?  but every man shall die
for his own sin.” This is not the case
now. Youdo notdie for your own sin,
but for Adam’s—“As in Adam all die.”
Ie ate the sour grape, and our forelath-
crs continued to eat them, entailing far-
ther sickness and misery upon us.  The
day in which *every man shall die for
lis o sin,” is this Millennial or Restis
tntion day. But when restored to the
rane conditions as Adam, will they not
be as liable to sin and fall again as he
was?  Noj; they will be liable, but not
as linble; they have learned in their
Aime the lesson which God designed o
teach to all, viz., “'The exeeeding sinful-

nessof s8in.” They will be prepared to
apprecinte the good and shun the evil,
and the Gospel Church then glorified
will be, “the kings (rulers) and priests”
{teachers) of that new age, for * Unto
the angelshath He not put in subjection
the world (age) to come, whercof we
speak,” &e. Then throngh “the second
Adam” and Ilis helpmeet they may be
begotten into their spiritaad hikeness.
But arc we sure that God intends these
blessings for any but the * people whom
Ie forcknew ” (the Jews)? Yes. lle
mentions other nations also by name,
and spenks of their restitntion.  Let me
give you an tllustration that will be foreible:

The Sodomites.

Surely if we find their restitution mention-
¢d you will be satistied, But why should
they not have an opportunity to obtain
eternal life us wellay you or the Jew?
They were not wicked in the proper
sense, for they did not have law or much
knowledge. True, they were not right-
eoud, but neither were you when God
give you your oppormnitf'. Christ’s own
words shall tell us that they are not as
guilty in 1lis sight as the Jews, who had
more knowledge :  ** Woe unto thee Ca-
pernium, for if the mighty works which
have been done in thee had been done
in Sodom it would have remained unto
this duy.,” Thus Christ’s own words
teach us that they had not had their full
opportunity. “Remember,” Christ says
of the Sodomites, that “ God rained down
fire and destroyed them all.” So, if their
restoration ig spoken of, it dmplies their
resurrection.

Let us look at the prophecy, Jzek, xvi,
48 to the close. Read it carvclully, God
here speaks of Israel and compures her
with her neighbor, Samaria, and also
with the Sodomites, whom he says, “1
took away as I suw good.” Why did God
see good to take nwuy these people with-
out giving them a chanee of cternal life
through the knowledge of “the only
name?”  Because it was not their due
time. They will come to a knowledge of
the truth whoen restored. He’ll save them
from deatly’s bondage first, and then give
them knowledge ay it is written.  “God
will have all men to be saved, and to come
to a knowledge of the truth.”” When brought
to the knowledge, then, and not until
then, are they on trial for elernal life.
With this thought, and with no other,
can we understand the dealings of the
God of love with those Amalekites and
other nations, whom he notonly permit-
ted, but commanded Israel to buatcher,
“Slay Amalek  utterly—leave neither
man, woman or child.”  #“Spare not the
little ones.” Ilow often my heart has
ached, and yours, too, as we sought to
reconcile thig u‘)parcnt wiantonness on
God’s part with the teachings of the new
dispensation, “God iglove,” " Love your
cenemies,” &e. Now wecanseethat the en-
tire Jewish age was a type of the higher,
Gospel age; Isracl's victories and.con-
quests merely pictures of the Christian’s
battleswith sin ete.These Amalekites and
Sodomites and others were used to illus-
trate, or to be “examples” “ for our ad-
monition;” and these people might just
as well die so, as of disease and plague,
and it mattered little to them as they
were merely learning to know ewil, that
when on trinl, “in due time,” they might
learn good and be able to diseriminate
and choose life.

But let us read the propheey further.
After comparing lsrucll with Sodom and
Snmaria, and pronouncing her worse,
vi. 83 says: “Whon I bring again the
captivity [in death, all are eaptives and
Chirist cameto ‘ set atliberty the eaptives
and {o open the prison doors’ of the
grave,] of Sodom and Samaria, then will
I bring thy captives in the midst of
Lthem.”  (These will be raised together.)
In vs. 56 this is called “ o return to

““Their Former Estate.”

—restitution.  Bul some one, who can-
not imagine that God really could be so
good or just, suggests God mmst be speak-
ing ironically to the Jews, and saying e
would just s soon bring buck the Sodom-
ites as them, but hag no notion of ¢ither,
Let us see. Read sy, 61-62, Neverthe-
fess “A aill remember my covenant with
thee; I will establish it to thee”
“Yes,” says Yaul, “this is God's
covenant with them—they are beloved
for the fathers’ sukes.  Forthe gifts and
callings of God are without repentanee.”
Rom, xi. 27-29, Lhe 63d verse conctudes
the argunment, showing that the promised
restitution is not based on the merits of
the Jews, Samaritans or  Sodomites,

*That thou mayest remember and becon-

founded and never open thy mouth any
more, becunse of thy shame, when I awm
pacified toward thee, for all that thon hast
dong, saith the Lord God” When God
signs his name toa statement in this way
I must believe it “Suith the Lord (Fod.”
And no wonder if they are eonfounded
when “in the ages 10 come He shows
forth the excecding richesof His grace”
(Eph. ii. 7), and many of God’s children
will he confounded and amazed also
when they sce how * God so loved e
wortn.” They will be ready to exelaim
with brother Panl: “Oh the depth of
thie riches both of the wisdom and
knowledge of God! how insenrchable
are hig jndgments, and his ways past
findingout!”

But some will inquire, how comes it
that this has not been seen long ngo?
We answer, God gives light and knowl-
edge to his people just as it is due, The

world was left in almost entirve ignorance |-

of God’s plan until the Gospel age, when
Christ came, bringing life and immortal-
ity ro 1auier through the Gospel. The
Jews up to that time sapposed that all
the promiscs of God were to and for them
alone, but in due time God showed favor
to the Gentiles also, Christians general-
ly have supposed that God's blessings are
to the church, but we begin to see that
God is Dbetter than all our fears, and
though he has given us the *exceeding
great and precious promises,” Ie has
made some to the world also.

“The path of the just is a8 a shining
light that shineth more and more, until
the perfect day,” and the fact that it now
shines so brightly, and that we are able
to see more of the bheanty and harmony
of God’s word, is strong presumptive
evidence that we are in the dawn ofthat
rlorious millennial day, when “ we shall
know even as we are known.”

Jut we promised to harmonize those
doctrines of the Chureh gencerally sup-
posced to be antipodes, viz.,, CALVINISM,
or Fleetion, and ARMINIANISM, or [ree
(frace.  Perhaps you already sce how
they harmonize themselves by simply
recognizing the order of the ages and
applying cuch text to the place and time
to which it belongs,  Let me then point
out to yon

The Inconsistency of Either Cal-
vinism or Arminianism

when separated from each other. In do-
ing 8o I do not wish to refleet on those
who hold these docetrines, 1 shall mere-
ly eall your attention to features which
their warmest advoceates must confess to
be their weak po'ims. )

Tirst—Calvinism says God is all-wise :
Ife knew the end from.the heginning,
and, ay “all his purposes shall he accom-
plished,” He never could have intended
to save any but a few—the true Church,
the little tflock. These He elected and
predestined to be eternally saved; all
others  were cqually predestined and
clected to go to Lcll, for “known’ unto
the Lord are all His works from the
foundation of the world.”

This has its good features. It shows,
und properly, God’s Ommniseience. This
would be our ideal of a curar God,
were it not that three essential qualities
of greatness, viz, Menrcy, Love and Juy-
ricg, are lncking, for none of these gual-
ities find place in bringing into the
world one hundred and forty-two billions
of ereatures damned before they were
born and mocked by protestations of
love, No, no. “God is love;” “God 1s just;”
“God it merciful.”

Second—Arminianism says: Yes,"“God
is love,” and in Dringing humanity into
the world Ile meant them no harm, only
wood. But Satan succceded in tempting
Adam ; thus “sin enlered into the world
and death by sin,” and ever since, God
hagbeen doingall Ile ean to deliver man

| from hig enemy, even to the giving of

His Son, and though now, six thousand
years sfter, the gospel has only reached
a very small portion of those creatures,
yet, we do hope and trust that within six
thonsand years more, throngh the encr-
oy and liberality of the Church, God will
have so far remedied the evil introduced
by Satan, that all may at least know of
11is love, and the knowledge of God be
co-extensive  with the knowledge of
evil,

The commondable feature of this view
is, that it nceepts the statement that “ God
is love”  But, while full of loving and
henevolent designs for 11is ereatures, 1le
lacks ability and foreknowledge adequante
to the accomplishiment of those designs,

While God was busy arranging and

devising for the good of ITis newly crea- |

ted ehildren, Satan slipped in, and by

one stroke upset all God’s plans, and in
one mwoment brought sin and evil among
men to such an extent that even by ex-
hangting all his power, God must spend
twelve thousand years to even reinstate
righteousness to such a degree that man
will have an opportanity to choose Good
as readily as Kvil) and the one hundred
and forty-two billions of the past six
thousand years, amd a8 many more of
the next, arve lost fo all eternity, in spite of
God’s love for them, beeanse Satan in-
terfered with his plans as God had not
foreseen, Thus Satan, in spite of God,
gets one hundred into hell to one God
gets to glory, This view must exalt men’s
ideas of Sutan, and lower their estima-
tion of Him who * Spake, and it was
done; commanded, am’l it stood fast.”
But how refreshing it is for us to turn
from these fragmenty of truth, as sepa-
rately considered, and )

See How Harmonious

and beantiful they are when united.
How, during the present and past ages
God is electing or gathering, by the
preaching of IIis word, the Gospel
church. Iow lle wisely permitted evil
to come into the world, in order that He
might develop His charely, which, thus
“Dbeing made perfect through sutflering,”
might be prepared for her glorious work
in the future ; and how the mass of man-
kind, thongh not now on probation, are
nevertheless getting a knowledge and
experience by contact with sin which He
foresnw they would be the better of;
and, furthermore, how he took oceasion,
in connection with this, His plan, to show
us Iis great love, by so arranging that
the death of Christ was necessary to our.
recovery from sin, and then freely giving
Him “tobe,n propitiation for our sins,
and not for ours only, but also for the
sins of the whole world,” and then in the
next dispensation—** The new heavens
and earth” (IRev, xxi, 1-9-10 and xxii. 17)
—when “The Spirit and the Bride say
come, and whosoever will may come and
take of the water of life freely.” He will
show us His “Sree Grace” " in  fullest
measure.

Is not this the teaching of God’s word ?
Men never would have thonght of such
a glorious plan of salvation. Truly God
has said: “My ways arenot your ways,
nor my thoughts your thoughts.” 1leve-
after when we address Him “Our Fa-
ther,” may it call to our mind that Ilis
love and compassion are far gieater than
the pity of onr carthly parents, and
while we study His word more and more,
and scek to “grow in grace and in the
knowledge and love of God,” let us ever
remember that .

“ Blind unhelief is sure to err,
And yean His work in vain,

God is Mis own interpreter,
And ffe will make it plain.”

IIaving seen how much of the great
plan of God waits the coming of Christ
for its accomplishment, and having, we
trust, found why Christ comes, can we
help loving His appearing? In our next
we hope to examine with you what the
Bible teaches of How Christ Comes.

e

Songs of the Bride,

Is the title of n YTymn Book which we have just
published from this oftice. It containsone hum{red
and forty-four hy mns, enrefully selected and revised.
Our design his been to present to Tk npony of
Christ, *The Chaste Virgin” Chureh, whieh expeets
001 1o go into the marringe and beconmo Christ's
Bride, a selection of Sacred Songs especially ndapted
Lo her condition and expressive of ]wr desives and
hopes. 1t is well printed ou good puper and bound
in flexible cloth,

Hy=The Price is FIFTEEN CENTS, postage pald.

THE 0BJECT AND MANNER
or
Our Lord’s Return.

This qunrhlct of sixty-four pages is ealculated
to interest those who have givew little thought to
the subject. 1t presents some suggestions relutivo
Lo the tuture of the heathien; the doetrines of elee-
tion and free grace, &e., enleulated to awaken the
interest of Intelligent, thinking people. It i3 in

snicut form to lend 1o feiends jul neighhors,

o-Price, FEN CENTS, or ONE DOLLAR PLI
DOZEN, by muil, postage paid by us,

All Orvders should be :ultJrussc to

Zion’s Watch Tower,

101 FIFTH AVE., PITTSBURGH, PA,

N, It—To those who would like to have, but are
too poor to pay for them, cither
"Trgz SONGS OF THE BRIDE,”
THE OBJECT AND MANNER, &0."
OR, ZION'S WATCH TOWER,"”

Will be sont yru,  Bat Hke all of God’s gifts, you
must “avk that ye may receive.”

J
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