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From a Raptist mmlstcl.

,Gnnges, Micn. Jury 23rd 1878,
N. H. B,nm()UR,——Esteemed brother,
and companion in the kingdom and patience
of Jesus Christ ; vou have doubtless before
this, suffered more or less, from those who
misunderstand, and therefore hate Bible
truths, as taught by vnu Iaving received
a tract, and also the HERAL D, from you; 1
must say the paper is a very welcome visit-
or. It throws a Hlood of llfrht on tlie com-
ing of Christ, making the Scnpmrvs harmo-
nious in all their seemmcrly conflict:ng parts,
which has liitherto been enshrouded in dark-
nese. I have read and revead the contents
of the papers, and given the suljects a criti-
cal examination, and find the arguments
Seriptural,  and_when combined, they
are a strong foundation for the telief of a
spoedy realization of our lopes. DBut we
have need of patience, that after we have
done the will of God, we may receive the
promnise.

The purpose and plan of God, as advo-
cated in the HERALD; looks so graud; so God-
like, that it scems to me, uniwise to uppose it.

I have been a Baptist minister for thirty-
five years; and preached in this place, for
seventeen years, as best I could, not having
the advantage of a Hebrew and Greck ed-
ueation. 1 have long bicen dissatisfied with
the common thoo]mrv ; and for many years
have had no sympathy with the popular doc-
trine of endless misery.  And believing in
the soon coming of vur Lovd to set np ) hiis
kingdom, led me to prepare and deliver
~ some lectures on these subjects, which crea-
ted a division ; some of the leading mem-
bers rejecting these truths. So, tlunkmtr it
best, I tendered my resignation as p.lstol of
the chmch, xoquestnm a letter of recomen-
dation and (lismissiou, wlich was granted.
So that I am now free to advocate Bible
truth, without being hound, parrot-like, to
preach the theology of the schools.  And
ean now trust *in the living God,;” who is
the Saviour of all men, speccally those that

believe.”  And think that, in a geod meas-
ure, I have gotten the victory * over the

beast, and over his image, and over his
mark, and over the number of his name;”
and am now singing the song of the ages.
Believing in the final restitution of all thmgs
which God hath spoken by the mouth ofall
his holy prophets sinee the world began.’
Enclosed tind 25¢ts for the H}R:\LD, and
way the good Shepherd continue to lead
you by s Iloly Spirit into an understand-

ing of t}'e mystuws of theTkingdom, is my
prayer: Fraternally yours:—
Silas Bowker.
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NO1ICE!

The Lord willing we shall piteh our wrge
tent in Spr mahdd Auyg. 10th and continue
our meetings over the secontd Sunday; and
then at Alton Bay, N, H. during the mect-
ings on that camp-ground.  If it was right
for the disciples to persist in entering into
the synagogue, and speak forth the words
of truth ; even when put out, by legal au-
thority, it is a good example. The Advent
people are our kinsman aceording to the flesh.
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BIBLE THEOLOGY. .. .

While believing that every sect of chris-
tendom hold some special Bible truths, our
theology differs from all others, and yet we
have no views not held by others. That is,
every one of our views is held by one or
‘another of the various sects. But we claim
that Bible theology has never before been
reduced to a system, so as to reconcile_all
its apparently - conflicting elements. For
instance, Free grace is a clearly revealed
Bible doctrine:—'* Come unto me all ye
ends of the of the earth and be ye saved.”

-Again, The doctrine of election is no less
‘clearly taught:—* No man can come unto
me except the Father which hath sent me
draw him.”” Now election and free grace
are so entirely opposite in their very nature
that both cannot be universally true at one
and the same time. - Hence, the church are
about equally divided between Calvinism,
and Armenianism. The Calvinist loves to
dwell on those Scriptures which teach elec-
tion, ahd will give them their full and legit-
imate weight, while he is compelled to tone
down, or explain away those texts which
form the bulwark of Armenianism. The
Armenian brings forward his Scriptares,
clearly and indisputably teaching free grace,
and modifies, or explains away the other side
* Again, The Trinitarian holds that God
‘and Clirist are one,—* I and my Father are
one’ (John 10: 30). The Unitarian be-
lieves they are two,—** My Father is great-
er than I (John 14:28). And,asinthe
-other case, each will make those Scriptures
prominent which support their own side of
the question, to the detriment of the others.
" Again, The orthodox man mantains that
‘¢ He that believeth and is baptised, shall be
saved ; and he that believeth not, shall be
damned ” (Mark 16:16). - While the Res-
torationists believe in the * Living God
who i3 the Saviour of all men, specially
those that believe ”” (1 Tim. 4: 10).
" One believes that death seals the eternal
doom of every human being ; and the Bible
certainly supports that view. Others hold
to the doctrine of a restitution of all things,
and that Christ will “ draw all men unto
“him ;" and this also is a scriptural position.
Most men believe that man, in the image of
God, is immortal,—and no truth is more
clearly sustained by Inspiration. Some be-
lieve in the final extinction of the wicked,
—and certainly the Bible teaches that ¢ the
soul that sinneth, it shall die.” '

Now if there is a theology, just coming
to light, so comprehensively grand as to
reconcile all these opposing elements, and
not by supporting one side, to the overthrow
of the other, but by reconciling these clash-
ing views, and yet leave the doctrine each
sect mantains, as complete, and clearly sup-
ported, as they themselves could ask, would
it not prove that the millennial age, and
millennial unity of the church is in the im-
mediate future? And just this comprehen-
sive theology is found in the '

PLAN OF THE AGES.

When wa forget that the Bible is de-
signed for all ages, and that truth misplaced.
becomes error, we lose sight of an import-
ant principle in the interpretation of Scrip-
ture. To illustrate: Under the Jewish
economy, certain conditions obtained, the

reverse of which are true under the gospel.

Salvation there, was of works, * Do, and
live:” here, it is no longer of works, but
of grace.” Now suppose those Scriptures
belonging to the Jewish age, are applied to
the gospel church, every one can see they °
would be grossly misapplied. T%is can be

seen by al%; but the fact that much Serip-
ture belonging to the millennial age, is now
as grossly misapplied to the gospel age, is
not, though true, so generally understood.
And this application of Scripture out of its
true chronological order, is why so much
apparent discord obtains. For instance, in
this gospel age, there is no “ bride.” The
bride of Christ is being made; and only when
the « chorch of the firstborn ” is complete,
and made one with Christ, is she recog-
nized as the * bride, the Lamb’s wife”’
Now, she is represented as “a chaste vir-
gin.”  And the marriage takes place at the
end of this age, and therefore -before the
millennial age. And it is there, after the
marriage, after the *¢chaste virgin” has
become the “ bride, "” that * the Spirit and
the bride say, Come; and all, whosoever
will, may come and take of the water of life
freely.”” There the water of life is repre-
sented as a flowing rwer, not a *“ well of wa-
ter,’ and there, free grace abounds: and
“all the ends of the world, shall remember
and turn to the Lord.” Here, during this
age, election obtains ;—* many are called,
and few are chesen.” There, ““All nations
whom thou hast made, shall come and wor-
ship before thee.” Hence, both the Calvin-
istic, and Armenian texts are true, when
correctly applied.

Now let me make a statement of what ™
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-we claim to be the true Bible theology, and
see if we do not prove our position.

God has a plan requiring a succession of
ages for its development ; and every part of
this plan is first enacted on a temporal scale,
in other words, on the fleshly plane. Ifthere

was to be a second Adam, eternal in all his
attributes, and a race of sons cu that plane,
there must be a firgz Adam and his race.
¢ The first man Adam was made a living
soul; the last Adam a quickening Splnt.
(Now notice the order which will be found
to run through the whole plan of rvvclqrmn)
o Tlowbeit that was not first whicl is spirit-

ual, but tliaz which is natural; and atter-
wards that which is spirvitnal (1 Cor. 15:
45). According to this, if there is to be a
kingdom of God set up on this carth, spirit-
ual, and therefore eternal, in its nature, it
must be preceded by a temporul kingdom ;
‘and the temporal must give place to the
spiritual : for ** those things which are seen,
are temporal ; and those t]llll"‘i which are
not scen, are eternai.” Hence, Christ says
to the Iews or ‘children of the Heah" “The
kingdom of God shall be taken trom you
aml given to a. people bringing forth the
truits thercof.”  And that (llspenaatu)n, on
~ the plane of the flesh, is a complete pattern,
in all its parts, of the second, or spiritual;
“ For, said he, See thou make every thing
atter tlle pattern shewn thee in the ho]y
mount.”  If there is to be a ** tabernacle not
made with hands, eternal, in the heavens,”
there must ﬁrst be a tabernacle, made with
hands (Exo. 26+); ¢ for that which is spilit-
ual, is not first, but that which is natural.”
It there is to bea heapr nly Jerusalem, the
citv ot the living God (Heb. 12: 22); there
must needs liave been the n‘ttuml Jerusa-
lem first”  And here, in these exact paral-
lels between the natiural and the 'il)ilitlldl
lies the geerm of ¢ the quten ol God ; God
manifested in the flesh.”  «Zlesh, is a gen-
eric term, and embraces ali that pertains to
- the natural. The Word made flesh ; began
with Geuesis, where God Legan to manitest
himself through the natural; and cnlmina-
ted in the man Christ Jesus. “ He wlho
hath seen me bath scen the Father”” How
did God’ begin to be seen, in Christ, in Gen-
esis ; and seen through the natural ? Adam
was a type, that is, a likeness or picture of
Christ, I answer, And liere is the tirst les-
sont between that which killeth, and that
which “malketh alive,” thatis the letter,
and the spirit.  The letter is on the surtace,
the spirit, that is, the real hidden truth, is

Y
€IS,

130, 33).

beyond the superficial reader,—** The nat
ural man recetveth not. the things of th
Spirit of Gad ; for they are foolishness unt.
lim 3 neither ¢can he l\now them, beeans
they are spiritually discerned~1 Cor, 2: 14,

Adam was created first, then “ the Lowi
God caused a deep sleep to fall upon him ;-
his side was opened, and his wife was taker.
out from him ; and they were therefore on-
flesh (Gen. 2: 23).  After God had mad..
them, male and female, ¢ [Ic said, be truit
ful, aud multiply, and repl:nish the eartl.
and subdae it; and have dominion~Gen 1 :

All this is the mere letter ; and unless we
sce Christ, in the Word, we sec only what
the “natural man” can see; but if we -
see the spiritual, or that which shows us the
spiritual inan, we begin to liscern spiritua/
things; which anefoolzslzneea to the natural
mai.  Buat let them that ae spivitual look
at this * foolishness.” Let it be remember-
ed that in'1 Cor. 15: the first aud the see-
ond Adam are compared ; the first, made o
living soul ; the second, a quickening Spivit.
And the statement immediately follows thai
not the spiritual, but the natural, was frst.
Thus clearly revealing the two stages of de-
velopment,  And tho first, is the exact
pattern of the second,

Clirist was alone, the head of the new cre-
ation ; and if he had not descended into the
arave, and conquered death, he would
have forever remained alone ;—* [ixcept a
corn of wheat fall into the ground and die,
it abideth alone; but if it die, it bringeth
torth much fruit” (John 12:24).—Lect it
be remembuered, for it will be applicable on
other orcasions, that this natural death, or
death of the fleshly life is called sleep ; < the
maid is not deard, but sleepeth ;7 ** Lazarus
slevpeth ; ¢ Abraliawm slept with his fath-
" &e. &e.—Now see how accurately ev-
ery step in the development of the natural
man, is made to correspond with that of the
new creation, or spiritual man.  The second
Adam **slain from the foundation of the
world,” (in type) tell asleep, (see Acts Tt
60): his side was openced (Jolm 1Y: 33);
and his wife, the church, is partaker of his
nature, *¢ Ifor we are mambers of his body
and of his Hesh and of his bones. ... This
s a gleat mystery, (this oneness ot the man
and his wife, retumrr to Gen 2: 23), bnt |
speak of Clirist and the church (Ephe. & :
After the marriage of Christ, he
also © subdurs,” and is to have ** dominion
(See Rev.19: ¢—10).

Nothing can be clearer than that Christ
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does not receive dominion over the world
until the end of the gospel dispensation ; and
therefore not until the completion of the
gospel church ; for the Devil is t]le acknowl-
edged  ¢* prince of this world;” aid the
kmgdoms of this world do not “ become the
kingdoms of our Lord and his Christ,” un-
til the sounding of the seventh trunmp (Rev.
11:15).  And the conversion of the world
is not due until the kingdom is the Lord’s
(Ps. 22: 27).

Now look at the great pl'm of the ages:
Chirist, the second A(l.un, is the beginning
of the new creation, the second and higher
stage of development, the spiritual man; Ye
must be born again, is the fiat; afd every
hnman being who attains to the complete
condition, must pass this second birth.  As
in the development of certain insu‘ts, SO We
learn that man has two stages in his devel-
opment, ‘ first the natural, and attecwards
the spiritual. The process for this re-gen-
eration of the race has its pattern in the
mtm‘al; lience, as with the first Adam, so
here, it is, first the man, the sccond Adam,
then his wife, and after that** the restitution
of all things.”

As four thousand years, and more, passed
before the developuient ol tlhe man, so al-
most two thousand years more are conswined
in the development of the wife of this sec-
ond man. That Christ is called the ¢ sec-
ond man,” and the%ospel chiurch. the wife
of that man, is not a fancy ot ours, every
Bible veader Arows that it is so. Al the
wliole Scriptures teach that the conversion
or regetieration of the world is dne in the
millennial age, and therefore after *¢the
church of the firstborn,’ are complete.

“ The times of restitution of all things,”
(Acts 3: 19-21), we understand to meas
_the whole of the incoming age; nota single

! thousand, but a p:ophctlc IllOUa’llld of one
'dav for a year; in other words, ')00,000
“years. Tiicre are several reasons for this;
\frst, the thousand years of Rev. 20: is a
rophetie thousand ; and second, as it takes
all of the gospel age. for the development
of the wife and <pumm] mother of the new
ereation, a literal thousand years for the re-
generation of the mywviads ot past ages, is out
of proportion, .

“ As i the fiest man all die, both  good
and bad, so in the second man shall all be
made alive ; butevery man in his own or-
der,”
rhe firstborn,” at his parousia, and others in

Those constituting the “ church of

seneration shall progress. While one order,
the rest, or remnant, a class refered toin
Rev. 20 ; associated with the martyrs, but
being evil scrvants, smote. their fellow serv-
ants, these live not again unnl the thousand
yeavs are ended.”

The times of restitution, begin at the
second coming of Christ, (Acts 3 21-23%;
and it is here the judgment of the world,
begins. Ju(lmnent means trinl. Chirist had
his ¢rial, tried in all poirts, first; and the
juldginent on the churcl, both
wheat, began with the gospel; which is a
savor of life unto life, or of death unto death,
to ali who are bronght to the knowledge of
the trnth; but the great mass ot mankind,
must be saved, saved fron the adamic death
before their trial, for * I is appointed unto
man, once to die, and after that the judg-
meunt ;
saved, and to come to the knowledge of the
truth,” And no man will die, the real death,
whic'n aloue is eternal in its consequences,
until ke has hiad the chance of life by becon-
iug acquainted with the truth.—This death
of t]le tleshly life, called sleep, is for all, both
good and b.\(l while the ¢ second death”
the real one, is experienced ouly by those
wlho commit that sin which is unto death,

In the times of restitution of all things,
the judgment, or trial for life, eternal lite,
for the great family of man,. is to be accom-

plizhed (tlu. wife and mother being an ex-.

ception, sh: having had her trial in this "H'(')
And as we, the Thurch of the firstbor n,”’
have our reward for evil deeds, (chastise-
ments for our sins), in this lite ; and eternal
life, as atiee gift 5 so the world have their
rewards and punishments, in the next age.

They will receive reward for every deed,
botii good as well as evil; some ‘“veceiving
few, and some many stripes,”” according to
the light they have had ; and eternal lite or
death, accor dmg to the vonditions of the sec-
ond birth in that age; as we now reccive
tliem at the end of our tiial,

There is no future judgment, or trial for
the saints, ** they have passed from death
unto life, and shall not come into judgment,”
are the words of our Saviour; while there
73 a future day (or time) of judgment tor
the world.  And if life, or deatl, is a prize
for which we whoare now having onr tial,
are striving ; then the tial of the wor! ld, is
the time when fhedr eternal life or death is
to be decided, and decided by themselves

This, we understand, is the teaching of the

,/jromv conw('utun m(lm', as the work of ve- | \cnpturcs in relation to the plan of salva-
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»and God * will have all men to be

I



- house, even as Christ is liead of the spirit-

“ecy, ** Out of Bgypt have I called my son,”

* the various measurements of the two dis-
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tion. And therefore the second coming of |
Christ, and glorification of the « bride,” is |
the hope of the world, that for which ¢ the
groaning creation are waiting.”’

Now this being true, if we can show that
this alorious step, in the great work for
which Clirist satfered, is about to be realized,
sheuld not both heaven aud earth, rejoice?

THE TIME,

Itis from these egact parallels between
the natural and the spiritual, one of the
strongest time arguments is drawn, viz
that of the equality of the two dispeasations;
and showing that we are now in the last half
of the “ harvest ” of thie gospel age ; and that .
it will terminate in A. n. 1881,

The Jewish dispensation is the pattern of -
the gospel churchy, as the first Adam, was a |
pattern of the second.  Old Jerusalem and.
her children, the type of the leavenly or;
spiritual Jerusalem, means more than the
mere city ; it means, the Jewish ecouomy,
or house of Israel, on the natiral plane.

As the old dispensation was based on the
twelve tribes, so the new, is built on the
twelve apostles, Jesus Christ limself being
the ¢hiet corner stone.  And on examina-
tion it will be found that, beginning with
this, parallelisim holds true to a wonderful
extent. Jacob was the head of the earthly

ual.. Abraham was more, he was father to
many nations,  lsaac was more; * two na-
tions and two manner of people ' sprang of
him (Gen. 25: 23). But Jacob was the
head of ‘the Isruel of the flesh.  Jucob went
down into IZaypt; and when Jesus, the head

ot the spiritual house, returned, the proph-

was fulfilled, (Matt. 2: 15). Nominally,
there were twelve tribes, but iu tact there
were thirteen persons. Jacob lost one, and
for Josepl, that one, wlhom lie never again
claimed, he chose two, “and now are thy
two sons, Liphraim and Manussel, mine, |
even as Reuben and Simeon, they shall be
mine” (Gen. 48; 5). Chuist, the head of
the spiritual house, lost one of his twelve,
“that the Seriptures might be fulfilled;” |
and, ltke Jueoh, chose two, Matthias and
Paul. And so these parallels are maintain-
ed both in the details of worship, as well as

peusations ; each having its temple, its vaul,
its holy place, its high priest, its sacrifices, -
1ts incense, its harvest, or closing work, and
its advent; Jesus coming to the cne, in the

kL 8
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the other, * as the lghtning; even thus shall
the Son of man be, in his diy ~Tuke 17 : 24.

But this is not all, “Thou shalt make
them of one measure and one size,” clewly
belongs to these two dispensations.  And

‘there are some wondertul facts, to say the

least, marking the present time as parallel
to the end of the Jewish age.  "I'he advent
at that time, realy covered a series of years,
Jesus cane, as a sacrifice, at his begetting,
and birth ; thus covering two yearss * Now
it is a fact that the 1843-4 inovement paral-
lels that at the birth of Jesus, in two ways;
First, the time from the beginning of their
dispensation, to the birth of Jesus was just
1811 vears and six manths ; and fromn the
beginning of this dispensation, at the death
of Cliist, to the 1844 movenent, was pre-
cisely an equal pertod.  This might be ac-
cidental, were it not that theveis a prophet-
ic perind ending there, showing that the
sccond advent, or at least, work connccted
with the coming of Clirist, was due at that
time. < And also the fact that the above date
is but a link fu a chuain of such pacallels;
each point having a chronological, or pro-
phetic measurement to mark the parallel,
Again, thirty years latec, or in 1873-4,
as a parallel in ¢ime, -to the movement at

“and during the three and a halt years min -

istry ot Christ, there are four lines of avrgu-
ment ; three, or ywo besides the chronclogy,
proving that the “harvest” of the gospel
age becan in the autunm of 18745 and one
very clear ar@ument proving that the dis-
pensation  ended, chronologically, in  the
spring of 1878 ; although, according to the
same argament, theve remaivs three and a
half years move for * gatliering the wheat.”
T'hen, according to these arguments, the
cliarch is to be glorified ; that is, be wnited
to Clirist, © fashioned like unto his glotious
body.”  Then tle great work of the mil-
Jenniwm will eommence ; first, a time of
trouble vt the natious, followed by a univer-
sal turning to the Lord,

The question may arise, if the clueh
ave glovified, so that they are like Christ’s
alovious body, seen by Paul, aud striking
liim blind, how cau the Seripture be fulil-
led, “and hast muwde us unto vur God kings
and priests, and we shall reign on the earth ™
(Rev. 5:10)7 By the saints appearing
under a ¢ vail,” I answer. The spivitual
body is invisible to the natural man, hence
the kingdom of God will not be visible to
men in the flesh,(Luke 17: 20).  “ Those

thines whie]

are scen are temporal, while
A Y TR T - R =~y r
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those things which ave not seen are eternal.”

The flesh is called the ¢ vail ” (see Heb.
10: 20); and when the glorified suints shall
desive to be visible to humanity, they will
appear to thiem, just as God, or angels, ap-
peared to Abralum, and others. A

We nnderstand that after his resurrection,
Churist, who could ¢ vanish out of their sight,’
appeared with a real body of flesh, just as
the saiuts will wheu seen of mortals.  And
thuas it is that ¢ Abrabiam, Isaac, and Jucob,
and all the prophets,” will be scen, by the
Jews, “in the kingdom of God ; and they
thenseives thrust out.”

There is no other way to reconcile the

facts that the saints are to be ¢ fashioned |

like unto Christ’s glorious body,” described
in Rev, 1: and that they arve to be * kings
and priests, and reign on the earth,” over
mortal men. Nor 1s this appearing under
¢the vail, when cominunicating with mortals,
unscriptural,  God has so appeared, angels
have also appeard as men ; and yet we must
beliove tliat God and angels are far more
glorious than men.  [fafter his resurrection
Christ did not communicate with his disct-
ples just as God" did with Abraham, viz
under the vail of flesh, how is it that He
was so different when scen by Paul? If
sou say, lie was not ylorified until after he
Yef‘t the carth, I would ask, will the saiuts,

when fashioned like unto his glorions body,

be any less gloriousthan was the glorified
Jesus ? and if not, will they be more glori-
ous, when appearing to wortals, than was
Jasus after lis resurvection, and before e
was glorified ? Lt neither of these questions
can be answered in the afivmative, then if
the saints reign un theeartl, and communi-
cate with mortals, eating anddrinking with
them, as did Jesus, and as God did, will
- they not have to be unglorified, or pass
througlt a change equivalent to that? If so,
then all I claim, is admitted ; for whether
the change is real, or only apparent, is of
little cousequence.

If these things are not so, what do these
Scriptures mean? “ know ve not that the
saints shall judge the world”?  Thisis not
somne far fetehed idea, sach as preaching, or
something of that kind ; for the apostle ar-
gues thiat they should be able to adjust dif-
ficulties in the chureh, since they arc yet to
descide such matters for the world.,  Again,
“ He that overcometh, shall sit with me in
my throne.”” % 1le that keepeth my works

to his twelve, of judging the twelve tribes
of Israel, (Matt, 19:28)? What do these
Secriptures mean ? y

If we have the truth on these things, the
gospel age i3 now ended, and we are in the
gathering time, the last work brought to
view hit the parable of the *“tares and the
wheat.” Andthe wheat are being gathiered
by the sanctifying powsr of present truth.

A LAMP TO OUR FEET.
“Thy word is a lamp to nty feet and a
light to my path” (Ps. 119: 105).
Very tew of those who profess cliristian-
ity comprehend the full purpose for which

the word of God was given, and in which

he has revealed the whole plan of salvation.
“ Surely the Lord God will do nothing,
but he revealeth his secrets to lis servants
the prophets” (Awmos 3: 7).  Andaccord-
ing to 2 Peter 1: 12, what has been reveal-
ed to the prophets, was written for us, the
gospel church; so “ we do well to take lieed
to the more sure word of prophecy, as unto
a light shining ina dark place.”  David
declares “ the entrance (understanding) of
thy word, givetl light.” Because ofa fail-
ure to comply with the conditions for under-
standing God's word, there is, in these days,
an incrvease of scepticism in the church.
Thy word is a lamp to my lcet, evident-
lv refers to the eastern custom of a small
lamp attached to the teet, when traveling in
the dark. These lumps lit up the whole
path, but ouly step by step; and the path
of the just ¢s as the shining light, that shin-
cth more and more, unto the perfect day
(Prov. 4: 13). This path, reaching from
Liden, to the restitution of all things, is di-
vided into steps, or ages; and the Bible
vives the measure of these ages: and each
one has light pecaliar to itselt, and yet in
harmony with each of the others.  Still the
most of God's people are unable to sce this
beautiful harmouy, and are thorefore unpre-
pared to advance with the advancing light.
The Jewish church rejected Jesus, when
lic came to them, althouch there were pro-
phetic periods (the seventy wecks of Dan.
9:), and other clear scriptural evicence to
mark that time.  And though there is such
a complete network of evidence Leie, show-
ing that another great step in the aszes is
being taken, very few ave to be in the light.
There is so mnch evideace that the Jew-

to the end, to him will I give power over l ish age is a pattern of the gospel ace, and
the nations.” And the promise Jesus made & that even the different stages of the first

e T Y o . e .
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advent should have their parallel here, that
one has only to investigate these things, to
sec it. There was a tarrying of Jesus of
thirty years, in his earthly. tabernacle, then
a time of scparation of 3 1-2 years, followed |
by a time of gathering, of 3 1-2 years, It:
does not matter what followed that work ;

or how obscure the termination of the last

half of that “week,” we know **seventy !
weeks '’ were determined on them, and that
Christ made * the sacrifice and oblation to
cease,” when lLie offered himselt ¢ once for
all,” *in the midst of the week.” Hence,
a half week (3 1-2 years), was still due to
them for some purpose, after the death of
Christ, and after ¢ the middle wall of par-
tition was broken down.” So to fulfil the
paitern, there must be the same measure-
ments liere, and for a similar purpose. We
also have proplietic measurements to support
these parallels.

Now we can see that as the angels do the
gathering of the “ wheat,” as well as of the
“““tares,” and which conld not possibly be
translation, since God is to *change ounr
vile bodies, by his Spirit,” and not by * the
veapers,’’ that the Seriptures would be bro-
ken, unless there was a period of 3 1-2
years, for the gathering, nere. Aud those
who can clearly see this, although they have
been disappointed, will rejoice in the light
of present truth.

Those not in the light may ask, why all
this was not seen before? DBecause the Bi-
ble being a lamp to our feet, is only designed
to give light step by step, asit is due; and
man’s scrutiny cannot thwart God's plan.

In the spring of 1875, when ¢ the harv-
est,”” was first seen, as covering a period of
time, it was understood to be a'time of sep-
aration of wheat and tares ; and as time has
advanced, we became perfectly satisfied the
work of the “reapers,” during that 3 1-2
years, was to separate those two elements
i the churches. In taking a new step, the
conviction increases that the special work
of the next 8 1-2 years will be, gathering
the wheat, and burning the tares,

Some ask, if we have “ crossed the Jor-
dan,” how does it accord with the Elijah
type to have a definite time here? Tlicre
is no definite time for translation, but for
gathering into the ““barn,” or ¢ house ;" and
our % gathering together unto Aim, is quite
another thing. These are perilons times
for the superficial ehristian, but a glorions
time tor those in the light of present truth.

B. W. Kgeira, Dansville, N. Y.

are the Dives,” .

THE BOOK OF REVELATION,

Continued.

“T was envious at the foolish, when I saw

the prosperity of the wicked. . Their
eyes stand out with fatness, they have more
than heart conld wish, . . DBehold these
are the ungodly, who prosper in the world,
they increase in riches.”” (Ps. 73.) These
‘“ All the day lon;r I have
been plagued, and chastened every morn-
ing.
too painful for me. Until I went to the
sanctuary of God, then understood I their
end. Surely thou didst set them in slip-
pery places. . They are utterly con-
snmed with terrors.”  (Verses 14-19.)

In the next life, or ¢ world to come,” the
order is to be reversed. There ¢ Lazarus”’
is on the throne, and “Dives” is to be
ruled with a rod of iron, ** But while the
lamp holds out to burn,” some of the breth-
ren of Dives may, if they * will belicve
Moses and the prophets,” enter the family
(basom) of Abraham.  ¢Tor if ye be
Christ’s, then are- ye Abraham’s seed and
heirs, according to the promise.” ¢ And
the kingdom and dominion, and the great-
ness of the kingdom under the whole
heaven, shall be given to the people of the

saints of the Most Higl, whose kingdom is -

an everlasting kingdom, and all dominions
shall serve and obey him.”  (Dan. 7: 27.)

The seven seals (Rev. G: to first verse of’

the 8th chapter) are, I understand, to be

opened during the conquest of the nations;

which conquest, according to our measure-
ments, will begin in A. D. 1881, and con-
tinue thirty-three and a-half years, or to
the close ot the * times of the Gentiles,”
with the year 1814—thus inaking the con-
quest of the nafions by Chuist, the exact
period of his ecarthly pilgrimage. Heuce,
all the seals are opened during the sound-
ing of the seventh and last trumpet, for it
is then he rewards his servants the prophets,
and the saints, and destroys lis enemies.”
(Rev. 11: 15 to 18.)

Six of the seven trumpets, and a part of
the seventh, belong to the gospel age; since
the mystery of God (the gospel of grace)
is finished *“in the days of the voice of the
seventh angel.,”  (Rev. 10: 7)) And we

understand  the ¢ Mystery of God, as he -
hath declared unto his servants the proph--

ets,” is now finished, and is summed up in

the * Song of Moses, the servant of God,
and the song of the Lamb,” viz: That all

Wilien I thought to know this, it was -
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nations, the whole dead past, are, in ¢ the
restitution of all things, which God hath
spoken by the mouth of all his holy proph-
ets since the world began, to come and
worship before him.” In other words, the
great plan of the redemption of the whole
human family, in and through the second
Adam and his ** wife,” the mystery hidden

from the foundation of the world, is now

atiderstood.

The sounding of the seven trumpets
shadows the instrnmentalities by which the
fourth universal empire was to be subvert-
ed, and finally overthrown.

Under the first feur trumpets the two
western divisions fell ; and nnder the fifth
and sixth, the eastern empire was crushed ;
but under the seventh, and last, groat lnby-
lon entire will sink to rise no more, ahd the

kingdoms of this world will become the
kingdoms of our Lord and his annointed

Son, and the times of the Gentiles end.

In the opening of this great subject, I
do not purpose to enter into details, but
merely lay out the plan, showing what part
is now lnlhllc(l, and what is still futove,
maintaining nnder all circumstances, that
unfulfilled prophecy canno be explained in
detail,

The trumpets, then, e\relmnrr the last
half of the seventh, I understand to be in
the past. Tllascven churclies are also now
fulfilled, The orcanizing of tle ]\m(rdom,
(Rev. 4th and oth), and the opening of the
scals, are, bevond all question, yet future.
The 1"(11, Sth and 1Tth chapters are
nearly all fulfilled.. The 1dth, 15th and
16th chapters are mainly in the futare;
while the 18th and onward is yet future;
and a part of the 20th and 21st are more
than a thousand years in the future. The
22nd chapter is a repetition of various
parts, but mixed in its chronological order,
a summing up of the whole subject,

—

NOT OF THE WORLD.

“If all should believe what you do” say
some, *‘many of the great and tmportant in-
terests of the world \vuul { come toa stant-
still.,”  That our fuith tends to eut men luose
from the world in w: iy respeets, we admit,
but strange as it may seem to others, tlut
to us becomes an evidence of its truth.

The christian never was of the world, and
certanly as the end approaches that sepa-
rateness must become more marked. e
that believes in the presence of Clirist, the

change of (hspensmon now in process, and
expects shortly to see Jesus, and be with
him, can not certainly have an interest in
worhllv, social, or political distinction.
‘We are not in sympathy with tho ex-
treme indifference to worldly things that
make men shiftless, and neglectful of buis-
n ss, saying, “If [ only have enough barely
to live antil the chanwe comes, that is all T
care. Such indifference inay have been
produced by the idea entertained by many
that when the saints were changed, all else
both men and things would be “annililated
Ly fire; bntit is not. a part of owr faith;
for wlxen this age ends, and the church is
translated, another age begins and men who
are left will need bread to eat and clothes to
wear as much as at any time in the past.
We can even in this sce why the command
of Jesus should have been given. “Occupy
till I come.”” But we are insympathy with
that degree of indifference to worldly aftairs
which is the natural outgrowth of what we
believe to ke truth. To believe the truth
concerning the time in which we live, wiil
tend to produce desires within us in harmony
with that truth.  If it is true that the world
is to be converted by the gradual spread of
the gospel, and without any dispensational
change, then indeed we are in error, and

our movements detrintental to that work.

If christianity inits present stage of develop-
ment is designed merely tv adjust the con-
ditions of society hy making in the ovdinary
sense, good men and women, and good citi-
zens, then indeed we are mistaken,

We fully believe good moral and spiritu-
al results proceed from faith in Christ: but

iesides that, believeing that this dispensation

is adapted by infinite \Vlsdom, not to adjust
the conditions of society, or convert the
world, but to gather out a people, a peculiar
people to be the bride of Christ; in, which
case our position is in harmony with the di-
vine plan. ‘That we ave riche in this, has
heen abundantly proved bv the Bible. Let
it be remembered that the human socicty is
temporal, and that instead of’ heing adjust-
ed in the ordinary sense, it is to pass away,
and the world to be ruled by the kingdom
of God ; and then it will be understood why -
the Lovd calls out a peop e not of the work [
to be kings and pumts to reign on the ear rh.
To suppose how it would reswt if all be-
licved these thinges, is no less absurd than to
suppose how it would be should the sun rise
in the west, It would be reversing God’s
order. e chooses the few for the beuefit
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of the many ; and no man can come to him 1’Iames bites his sister, you Icateh a ﬂy, st}ck

unless drawn of the Father.  As none can
become bubes in Christ, without hearing the jln
gospel in its first principles, so no christian
can believe the advanced truths, before he
hears; and God has arranged these things
so that they cannot be universal :—4 many
arve called, but few are chosen.” God is
taking out a people to work with Christ,
and the disciplipe of this agze has been adap-
ted to the development of the needec qual-
ities, Because there are some things harm-
less in themselves in which the world may
engage with impunity, pleasures perhaps
without which their lives would be intoler-
able, it is by no means necessary that ehrist-
- ians who have higher motives and spiritual
pleasures, should Tun with them to the same
excess of riot,  Brethreu, let the truth have
its weight and it will kecp you in the prop-
er frame of mind, and sanctify you. J. H.P.

THE ATONEMENT.

"How does Christ make an atonement?
And why was it necessary for him to die?

+ DMany theories have been advanced toan~’

swer tliese questions, not one of which 1s
satisfactory.  And the most obaxious ofall,
is the theory of “ substitution;” based on
such texts as, ** Christ sutfered for sins, the
just, for the unjust. that he might bring us
to God” (1 Peter 3: 18). ** He was woun-
ded for our transgressions. ... And with
. his stripes, we are healed. The Lord hath
- laid on him the iniquity of us all” (Isa. 53:
5,6).

The doctrine of substitution, that is, pun-
tshing the innocent in place of the gvilty, is
uusuxptuml, and obuexious to all our ideas
of justice, or of right and wrong, But does
not the Bible teach that if a nian offended,
the priest should sacrifice a lamb, and -thus
make an atouecment? [t so rg.uls, qnd to
one who only sees the * letter,” it does” ap-
pear as if God demanded the sacrifice of the
lamb, to satisfy an offended law. But there
is a deeper and better meaning than this.

Let us look at the monstrous doctrine of
substitution, in its naked deformity. I do
wrong, and the Judge of all the “earth has
made a law that it some othev being suffers
for it, I may go free, ** For wxcllout the shed-
ing of l)loo(l is no remission.” Let me
HMustrate ; My son is a very wicked boy, he
deserves severt chastisement, but L shrewd-
. ly hit upon a plan of « substitution; I say
“to my boy, or to one of the servants, when

pm tlnourrh 1ts body 'm(l nn]mle it t5 0 he

l'lm ;Huatmtca the docmue of substitu-
tion, with the lamb. Dut, says one, if the'
substitute is willing to take the punishmant,
to the full extent, then it is right. Vu'y
well, my wile is & good woman, lml rather’
suffer any time, than have her boy sulter,
I'll tlog her when Je does wrong, ™ :

I donot wonder that men s]mm then' .
shoulders, when told that Christ Jied to ap-
pease the wrath of God towards offending
sinners, - But are you not running foul of
Scripture, in opposing the doctrine of sub-
stitation ? No, I answer, a thousand timnes
No.  “*The soul that sinneth, ¢ shall die.”
« And death has passed upon all, in that all
have sinned,”  And in the judgenent, eve-
ry man is rewarded for every deed, whether
it be good, or whether it be evil.  'This, none ™’

can deny. The church, who have their
judgmernt now, are cliastised for their evil .
deeds, and rewarded *a hundred fold ” for
good deeds ; and the world will he reward-
ed according to their just deserts; * he who
knew his Lord’s will, and did it not, shail
be beaten with many stripes; but lu., who
did commit things wor thy of stripes, and
knew not his Lord’s will, shall be beaten
with few,” Thatis Bible theology.

Bat, are you not robbing Canst of the
glory of our salvation, of be'mnw our sins in
his own body ? By no means; “but it does
rob theology of that God- dishonoring - doc-
trine, ofsubstztucmg an innocent victim, to
receive the punishment of a guilty criminal.

Then why did Christ die? why suﬁ'er
¢ the just for the wnjust# -

The answer to the above involvesa great |
deal ; no less than why God chos2, in creat-
ing man in his own image, that before attain- -
ing to that image, he must attain to a gee-
ond Dbirth, by, and through a second Adam.

All can understand that in ovder to have
a race of men, there must needs have been a
Jirst man. And that first man must have
in hlmself, all that he could vive to his pos-
terity.  “ And the Lord God saidy . . . lest
he put forth bis hand and take also ot the
tree of life, and eat, and live forever, . . ho
placed a flaming sword (spiritual b.u'uer),
to keep the way of the tree of life.”

Then the ¢ first man,” could not impart
immortality. Hence we are “Dby patient’
continuance in well doing, to seele tor im-
mortality , eternal life,” tlnouwh the seeond
Man. I fully believein t,hc uumoltahty of
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man ; but not until he is finished. lleis a
babe, indeed, in Bible lore, wha does not
know that God speaks of things begun, as if
complete, and ** of those things which are
not, us il they were.”  Or that ifthe glori-
fied Saviour is “the express image of his
Father’s person,” we shall not attain to that
image until *¢ we awake in his likeness.”

The embryo mar is notimmortal; but the
complete man, in the image ot God, will be
immortal.  ence, two stages, two Aduns,
and two births, borm of the Hesh, and born
of the Spirit, are a necessity.

This explains why Churist tpok on him our
nature, and was bon ot the flesh,  Le was
to complete the work of creation ;  Let us

Al\e man n our image and afterour like-
ness;” and when (! lnlst shall have Jinsined
his part of the worl:, and our vile bodies ave
fashioned like uuto 1Lis elorious body 3"

made one with him, oy his Spirit that
dwelleth in us; then the work of making man,
will be finished.  But Christ could not be

the head, or beginning of a re-gencrated
race, andnnlmt to them his own nature,
without himself, being one of them. God
may be the God of men, but he could not be
the liead, or first of 4 race of inen, unless he
himself wore a man. So Christ becane a
man ; ** made a little lower than the angels,
for the suttering of death.,” But why? 7 be-
cause to be fie head, or first, o' a re-gener-
ated race, he must himself be lenenelat(_d

that is born twice. And so he, * for thc,
joy that was set before him, endured the
cross, despising the shame” (Oeb, 12: 2).

But why must he die ? why not have par-
taken of our nature, suttered the ilis flesh is
hetr to, and then like KKuoch, been transla-
ted, without tasting death ?  How could he
be the head, * the firstborn from the dead,
that in all things, he might have the pre-
eminence ” (Col. 1: 18) unless he died?
and low could lie be * born from the dead,”
unless hie liad a resurrection ? Now we have
it, “ For to this end (or tor this reason)
Clirist both died, and rose, aud revive.l, that
he might be Lord both of the dead, and liv-
ing” (Rom. 14: 9).  Lord, means head, or
mthu, “ What think ye of Christ 7 Whose
Sonis [le?  They say unto him, The Son
of David. ITe saidl unto them, How then
doth David in spirit, call him Lord ™ Matt,
22: 42, lu order to be David’s Lovd, Le
must be his Futher, not his Son, is the wdea.
Then it Christ would be Lovd of the dead,
that is, the fivst, or Captain, he hhuself must
he numbered \nth Ilwm.

Ty

a i I T

* Let us make man in our image, and af-
ter our likeness,” the Father, aud the Son.
And the planwas * first the natural (man);
and afterwards the spiritual ;' two stages,
two births, and two heads.  And Christ, in
the 7e-generation of mankind, is carrying
out the original work mpnsul when Guod
said, ¢ Let us make man in owr image.”
And if Chyist had failed, in kis part qf the
work, man never would have been Jfonished »
and hence, uever would have attained to
“the inmﬂc of God.” The Spiritualis eter-
nal, the natural passes away.  The first Ad-
am didk not partake of the tree of life, hence
e could not impart that higher life, to his
posterity. * Lhe first Adam was made a
fiving soul (creaiure); the sccond Adim a
quickening Spirit.  Tlowbeit that was not
first, which was spiritual, but hat which
was natural, and afterwards that which was
spiritual,, (1 Cor. 15: 45,46).

Christ took oun him the form of a servant
and became fesh, that he might be the head,
the firstborn among many brethren. e
died, and rose, and revived, that he miyht
be the head of the dead, as well as of the liv-
ing; and by thus becoming the second Ad-
am, impart to us kis own snature, and com-
plete the original duswn, of bringing man
to the image qf God.  And he does all this,
for the joy set before him,” in bringing
“many sons to God &L, /2. 2

It was vight to shed the blood of “Dbulls
and goats,” not to satisly a broken law, not
to make an atonement, or a oneness between
God and the smner Conly in type); but to
teach a great lesson,  Henee, the sacrifices
were not to appease God’s wrath 3 nor was -
the great sacrifice ; but to complete the plan
of re-generation.

Does this rob Christ of his glory ? It does”
rob theolon'} of much of its sentimentalism ;
aud its gross  misrepresentation of God,

Chuist, from the foundation of the world,
took upon himself .. work, <for the joy t/mt

was set before him,” which involved the sae-
vitice of his fleshly life. « And, * was made,
(by asecond bivth), not after the law of a
carnal commandment (like that to the first
man), but after the power of an endless life ™
(Hebo T:16): Ajd this is the hope of the
world, a reswerection and yeveneration, be-
'ultw and born, ot the *second MAN
How .'l\)u, le * beur our sins, :md
nut onl} ours, but the sins of the whole
world 2 and why didhe die 7 Ttisall clear;
I Christ had not given himselt a ransom
tor .xH then the race must 11’1\’(, penshul

l)\'\
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- for they have no spiritual life, until begot-

ten by the Spirit; and no life in themselves,
that 13, idependent life, until born of the
Spirit; * That which is born of the flesh, 1s
Sesh, (all of it; that is, *““of the ecarth,
earthy); and that which is born of the
Spirit, ¢s spirit ;" that js, the whole man
when born of the Spirit, will be a spiritual

- being. And not until then, is man’s crea-
-tion, in its two stages, of * first, the natu-
; ral, and afterwards the spiritual,” complete.
The only way to produce your own like-
ness, partaking of your own nature, is to be-
get offspring.  To partake of your nature,
they must be a part of yourself.  And this
obtains bLoth on the natural, and on the
spiritual plane. The first Adam was the son
of God by creation; whilethe second Adam
is the *“only bdegotten Son.”  The son by
creation, did not possess the nature of God;

-, while the only begotten Son, not only pos-
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xﬂxebody ; imparting lile and spirit; and so

oy

- sesses the nature, but is * the express image
* of his Father’s person” (Heb. 13 8): % The
image of the invisible God " (Col. 1: 15).
God’s law, is * first the natural, and after-

. wards that which is spiritual,” (1 Cor. 15:

46). Henee, if man was ever to attain to
the image, nature of God, he must be born
of God. Therefore God was manifested in
- the flesh.  This was the original purpose:
+ Christ had undertaken it: and jledged
himself toit, to consumuate his own glory in
5 the creation: and for this, he endured the
“cross, despising theshame:. and these are

- his own words:—%Q fuols, and slow of

heart to believe all that the prophets have
-written.  Ought not Christ to have suftered
these things, and to enter into his glory.”
iAnd it was only in this way he could De-
fcome the head, and Tinpart to the creature,
~the divine vmage and nature,

K

EXTRACTS FROM LETIERS.

v

It may be imagined that the dreams.of
_ comfort, by babes in Christ, are earthly,
though having seen, and in some measure
appreciated the heavenly prize. We too
much perhaps, imagine heaven to be a place
where ease, rest, and such like things would
be the great enjoymment; not realizing that
_to be saved, is to be saved from the natural
“desires into spiritua! conditions; a union
* with Clirist our living head ; Ile in us, and
we in him—married; two, in one combined.
The real happiness arising not from idle-
ness, but from doing ; reaching down to help

uplifting, until God shall be all and in all.

Here, and now, we share the work and
joy, which, always related, hereafter will be
perfected. Then shall the righteous shine
forth as the sun, in the kingdom of their
Father. The creature itsclt also shall be
delivered from the bondage of corruption,
into the glorious liberty of the children of
God. .

No. 2.  This natural life is but the basis,
the stepping-stone ; the spiritnal is coming,
We taste beforehand the * earnest ” of that
higlier and better life,~Thank God for it,
The Lord is reaching down through Jesus,
the Anointed, to redeem the race. That
wrace reaching others; before us, through
them reached us, so now is reaching us, that
others may be blessed.

What is thus true individually, is also
true on a grander scale dispensationly :
The bride is ¢hosen as a mother, to save a
world lost.  Is not our calling “high” in-
deed?  How compreheusive, how glorious.
What a beautiful and harmonious theory,
and yet how practical. Some men’s ideas
of practical religion make one think of a
huge monster, chained and struggling, froth-
ing and foaming, whipping about to beat the
ground beyond its limit.

It is not possible to save the world, inthe
gospel age, God having ordained that vork.
for the next age.  Z%is is set apart for call-
ing and perfecting the bride : and this, not
by preaching morality, or urging the natural
man to be good, not by reforming the so-
cial conditions of society, but by preaching
the gospel of the kingdom. This is practi-
cal in the highest sense which moves men
in harwmony with God’s revealed plan,

These glorious truths have power to sanc-
tify wherever believed. - In the. gospel of
the kingdom, les concealed the germ of the
world’s lile ; because when the chureh is
complete, and glorified, the kingdom shall

"I be the Lovd's, and then, *all the ends of

[ the world shall remember and turn to the

Lovd.”  “The world’s conversion in this age,
t would be peemature, and overthvow the
plan of God, which, while e controls, is
a moral impossibifity. J. 1. P.

Rocuresrer, May 28, 1878,
Dear Bro. Barbour:—LPerhaps 1 ought not
to trespass upon your space, which might.
be oceupied to so much better advantage,
yet I feel constrained to say a few words for
your encouragement, by way of acknowl-
edging my obligations to you and your asso-
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ciate cditors, for the new light which has]| }mr as silver, and scarched for her as for hid

recently come to me through your teachings.

[ am one of the number who embraced |
what I thourlit to be the truth concerning
the second advent, in 1843 ; and then, and
at other periods since, talked and wrote on
the subject as I felt moved to do; publish-
ing a number of different pamphlets for gra-
tuitous distribution, not doubting that the
personal second coming of Chrlst was ai
event which mirht occur atany time.  And
yet, notwithstanding all the licht Twas able
to derive from the Bible, and other sources,
it was left for you, nnder God, to bring me
to sucha l(ll()\vlulwe of the prophotic bcmp-
tures as I had not before attained.,

You can well iinasine how grateful [ am
to have been led to discover such new beau-
ty and harmony in those prophecies relating
to God'sgreat pl.m of salvation, so glarious

a fc'v.ture of which is the sccoml coming of

Curist to claim lis bride, in whom—in con-
junction with her glonous Head—all the
nations of the earth, according to the Abra-
hamice covenant. are to be blessed.

‘Liver since 1843 my conviction as to the
truth of Christ’s pre- -millemal advent, lias
been unwavering; and Tam amazed that the

churel as a bmly, are still liolding to the old
Whitbyan theory of the world’s conversion
in the preseut dispensation.  Iow T wish
thiey could see and embrace the “ truth asit
is tn Jesus[” Do they fear the stigina at-
tachied to such a change of tllcolmry’ Or
do they &ing to the old, old system of the
athen.s, because it was the ereed of the fath-
ers? This Is no unkind n=inuation ; for my
own spiritual teacher—an excellont doetor
of divinity—said to me in u coversation ou

this subject some yrars since, that he had
accepted the popular view regarding the

world’s conversion, as a matter of course—
without question—not having given the mat-
ter a personal invesugation.  And I do not
think it uncharitable to conclude that thisis
true of the great nm|onty of our pulpit
teachers. Now, in my humble judgment,
the small class of christians who are to- -duy
walt,mg and watcling, with eagle eye, for
the coming of the Lmd or who behewe that
he is (llré‘(lLZJ wvisibly present, overseeing
the harvest, immediately prior to the trans-
lation, ave the cluss brought to view in the
second chapter of’ Proverbs, who have em-
ph’mcally “ elined their ear unto wisdom,
and applied their heart to understanding ; ;"
wlio have cried alter knowledee, and lxttel
up their voice for undustandmg, and sought

asures ;" to whom God says, when they
(lr) this— * Then shalt thou understand the
fear of the Lovd, and find the knowledge of
God.” By no means is this application of
Scripture made i any spirit of boasting
but it would be ungrateful not humbly to
acknowledes its gracious fulfillment in the
more recent shedding of'so much light upon
the puthway of thoux who have |;u_n trying
to find out GHd and his revealed purposes,
in Christ Jesns, concerning the nature and
tinme of the s:cond advent. And who can
doubt that this erying after knowledze, and
this trastlul confidenve that it would be be-
stowed, hiuve been pleasing to (rod, in view
of so much in the Bible bearing upon this
point: ¢ The wise shall understand.”’ + Ye

brethren, are not i darkness that that day
should overtake you as a thicf.” “ Dlessed 13
he that readeth, and they that hear the words
of this prophecy, and keep those things which
arewrilten therein ; for the times at hand.”

Although we may not know theday and
hour of Christ's manifestation, yet to wme
the evidences are overwhelming that we
are now passing the incipient stages of the
gareat dispensational change counected with
that angust event,

The chronology of the world, the fulfil-
ment of the sacred numbers of Daniel and
St. John, the Jubilee argument, the paral-
lels between the Jewish and wospel agres, the
marked indications of God's reucwed fa-
vor to the Jews, the signs of the times, as
seen in the feverish unrest of the nations,
“men’s hearts fatling them for fear and lor
tooking after those Hunlrs that are coming
on the c‘nth, 7 all conspive to tume upon

s the conviction that the day of the Lord
—as a day of trouble—is already here; and
that the invisible work pertaining to the pa-
rousia of Christ—in the * harvest”'—is now
in process ; and that while the * taves 7 are
cathered and bound in ** bundles, to burn,
the “wheat” will soon be cathered into tho
storchouse of God.  The Lord Le praised
for the promise of

The Coming Glory;

I have lieard a wondrous story sung by
holy seers of old,

Of a city full of glory with its streets of
shining vold 5
15 lieard no voice of siching "ot ng
the 111\1mrls uf the l)lut

Where the wicked cease lrom tronbling
ulld l}le \\'Cﬂl’y are at vest.

Wlhere
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There have sometimes sweetest visions
hurst on my enraptured eyes
Of that holy New Jernsalem descending

from the bkms,'

With its thrones, and crowns, and scepters,
and its forms of heavenly mould,

While there fell divinest musie from
unnumbered harps of gold.

No burning sun is needed there, nor star,
. nov silver tnoon ;
One face alone doth hghten it more radi-
ent than the noon,

"Never falleth there . a shadow, thirst and

]mngm' are unknown,

A]] sin and sorrow fly from him who sit-
teth on the throne.

Fain would I tread thy dazzling courts,

thou city of' the Lord |

And share the glory pr omised in the sure
" prophetic word;
Where the ‘eye with scenes of heauty shal]
be ravished o’er and o’er,
And the soul shall drink the fullness of thy
pleasures evermore,

S. Wurre Paive. Rochester, N, Y,

» Nrwron, Mass. JuLy:; 1878.

Dear Brother:—Do not stop my paper
on any account, for without it and my Bible,
1 should be likea ship on a boundless ocean
without chart, ov compass, or any light to
direct my course. Lo my mind all s pertect-
ly clear that we are now oceupying the po-
sition in fullilment of the type of Elijah
after e had erossed the Jordan,

We will stand upon the watel tower and
see what the Lord will say unto us,

1 will enclose one dollar; should be ¢lad
to send more: but with many others find it
hard to get along these times,

Yours in hope: Aaron Hastives.

Warren’s Mitws, July, '78
Dear Brother: I am very glad to receive
the last paper, it brought hope and more
truth with it 5 althoush I had begun to think
about the remainder of the “ week " and
of Clirist treading  the winepress * alone,”

aud that the trouble should be abont us, bt

only to be scen with our eves,  Well we
can wait, if God still keeps the light burn-
ing just bright enough for us to sce presant
L’mt/z [ cwn more u)nvmcud of the truth
of these things than ever. I can see hory
plainly God is leading us, step by step, Oh
for strength and grace to run the race to the
end. Itseews such a blessing to know our

.me a subject of deep interest;

whereabouts. I do believe we have entered
the time of trouble, that this truth will soon
be known by the world.” A month scems a
long time to wait for the nEraLD, but it will
be gladly received when it does come.
Your sister, Mrs. L. M. Hanrris,

Oax Grove parsonage, Wis, June 24th.

Dear brother in Christ :~—I must write to
tell you that I have experienced a perfect
estacy of delight in the reading of some of
‘he Bible e.\posmons contained in your pa-
per, the BERALD of the momwivg. The
more I read, the more I am conviuced you
have the mind of God, and are taught of the -
Spirit. I thank God that your paper came
to my hand, as the world would express lt,
accidentally.  Yet not accidentally, but in
His good providence.

For years the Lord’s coming has been to
earnestly I
examined the signs of the times, and long-
ingly scanned the horizon for the dawn ot
the morning. Your paper and pamphlet
have Leen and are indeed to me its Herald,
The mists are clearing '1{vay, the gentle dew
is falling, and to my enm.ptmed sonl the
Sun of righteousness is rising with healing
in liis wmgs. I have from time to time
preached about the Lord’s return, often
mentioned trnths connected with that event
{from the pulpit, but pray that now, with the
help of God, it may be my pnnmp'\l theme;
and that He may use me, for the giving of'
this meat to the houseliold.—Enclosed hnd
3 2,—wish I conld do more,

I am, dear brother, Yours in hope of the
kingdom of God— J. C. deBruynkops:
Pastor of the Oak Grove Presbyt'n Church.

North Easton, Mass. July 2nd-

Dear Brother: Your last paper came to
hand bringing many comlorting words.
Some of the thoughts presented, were con-
sidered here hefore the paper eame; but
thanks be to God for the good news the
Hreraup always brings.  If we have to pass
w short way into the thue of trouble, the
Almighty Father is able to keep us,  May
e hiess and cowfort all who are “proclaim-
ingr the dawn of morning, I would ruther
lose my life, than the liope I now have in
Christ.  Yours, in the lope of the soon
Coming kin;gluxn, Hexry Woon.

La Cross, Wis. June 19th.

Bro. Barsour: I wrote to you yesterday

and to day [ send you 89cts, as my subserip-
tion. I was not sorely disappointed wlen

the 53 days went Ly ; Decause, all alang I
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had thought there ‘vas somctlmm a little
clon(lv about the last * week,” ()ftllc seventy,
in the midst of which Cllrlbt * made the sac-
rifice and oblation to cease;”” and the palal-
lel to which, seemed to (lunnnd more time
here. I nsst.ntul to the view that transla-
tion would take place this spring, but nore
than half thought that instead of it, more
light would be given to make the ** week,”
more complete, And now surely it has
come. I began to get hungry, but truly
this is meat in due scason. —A. J. Magrsu.

Fryria, Onrrto, June 23¢d.
Dear Bro. I take the first opportunity
of renewing my subscription, as I should
feel lost without the nxratp. We are all
strong in the faith, One of the brethren in
Elyria said, that since he had read your lead.
ing argument in the June number, his faith
was stronger thau ever before ; and it has
filled all our hearts with hope and strength,
~ Yoursin hope, Avis.
Avsmin, Il July, 17th,
Dear Sir: Inclosed I send the nominal
price of vour priceless paper. A friend let
me have the reading of two copiés, and I
think I got more gospel out of them than
any twenty sqrmons 1 ever listened to.
Please send bacl-. numbers if you have
thern. F. Pace.

SrriNncwaTER, July, 18th.

Dear Brother:—71Tlie papers came to hand
and we at onee read them carefully ; the
subject-matter seemed to us “meat in due
season..’  The illustrations on the first page
bring the great outline of our faith before
the eye in a very small compass, and givea
compreliensive view of the measurement of
the ages 5 showing that we are now in the
gathermg time, of which 1 can have no
doubt, it m.xkes the parallels so perfect. 69
1-2 ¢« weeks,” telmm'ltcd at the cross, when
their dispensation clearly ended. Yet it took
the other half week to ful(ill the 70, of Dan.
9:24,  Aund it is elear that the wheat of the
Jewish age was gathered at and after Pen-
tecost ; and yet during the last “week,” de-
termined on them. [Larvest work embrac-
es two tuings, reaping, and gathering, The
first 5 1-2 years, was reaping, the last, was
gathering ; making the whole harvest seven
years. Now to paralle] the Jewish ace, the
wheat of the z;ospel church must be gatheved
during the next 8 1.2 years.

I was glad for tlie notice on the second
up. for those who desire meetings to ¢ive
ps a call. I am willing to labor to the Gest

of my ability wherever the way opens :
Yours in the blessed hope;
S. H. WirminGTon.

New Preston, Ct. July 16th.
Dear Brother Barbour: I send yvou 25cts
for N, W, Sprague, his suhscnptlon to the
paper ; but we, brotlier Barbour, arve so pnt
to it, to live, that sometinies [ fear we shall
be loft out, being overcharged with the
cares of this l.fe.  Debts contracted only to
make our home comfortable, now due, and
not a days work for two years; it almost
drives me disiracted ; even the smallest nec-
essaries of life are not for us without the aid
ot others. Now we dearly love your paper
long for its coming, and can scarcely do with
out it, but if you feel unable to send it, the
will of the Lord be don=.—DBrethren, pray
for us, that our fuith fail not.
Yours, sighing for deliverance :
MinNie A. BarNey.
Wilmington, Del. Jul) 6th.
Dear Brother: Encloscd find price of
snbscription for the HErALD. O how sad,
from our outluok, to see that the light is :
now, as at the first advent, shining in the
davkness, and the darkness comprehendeth
it not! May our dear loving I"ather open
the eyes of our understanding.
Yours in hope; STewART CARLISLE.

MonTrosg, Pa. June 82nd.

Dear Brother; The nrrand of June was
duly reecived.  The dear ones of Montrose
would like to have yon define by seviptural
evidence the true length ot the harvest, and
publish it in the July Tumber of the paper.
It appears to us, now, that yom‘ first views
of the length of'tllc har vest, viz. 7 years,
were correct. Do D, Larunor:

This should bave appeard in our lust, Ep.

Goon Horg, Omro, July Gth.
C. T. Russeun —Dear Sir:

A rentleman from Pittsburg kindly sent
me the Object and Munner of our Lord's ve-
turn, alson copy ot the Ierald, of the Morn-
ing. I can never estimate the great good
they have done me. T have for years been
groping fov light, and thank God for divec-
ting the little book anl puper to me, that [
might, through them, find so much truth
and happiness.  [Enclosed find subscription
price for the paper:  Mrs 8. L. Sracrr,

Fouaont, June 27th

Dear Brother Barsour, I may well calt
you my brother, as T have had so many joy-
tul hours since reading the first number of
the HERALD OF THE MORNWNG; and the
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light so steadily advancing from the sacred
Scriptures, is cheering indeed. I canmot ex-
press my thankfulness to God in casting my
ot here, in this part of the world where the
light of this glovions truth is so brightly
shining,  And although the t/ime is threc
and a half years longer delayed, a little con-
trary to our hopes, I believe it will be the
Lest for us all, and for wmany others who as
vet, are not in the light. I’lease accept the
t-ndosed and send me the paper. G. Wood.

17 Cour pr VINCENNES

. St. Maup, (SieNE), France

N. H. BARBOUR, Dear Siv: |
- Thave yonr last paper, June 15th, and
enjoy .it much; [ feel the selm‘\tum time
las surely come.  The Spirit 'is dividing
“J1is own, to himself; I can see it spirit-

vally due, in this country, and Englund,»

¢s well as in America.  And many receiv-
ing the gospel of our Lord joviully,

Tlease suld ¢ Qbject and Alunner of our
Lords return ;" to Madame I'lewry Berger,
1 would also like her to have the paper.

Yours in christian fe”owan]) ;

Mary R. Drumanw,

*
QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS.,

Does Rom. 2: 12, conflict with the doc-
trine of * a restitution of all things?” < For
as many as have sinned without law, shall
perish without faw.’

By no means; men perish with cold, and
hunger, and in a thousand w ays; and the
Bible meaning of the word is the sate: see
Luke 18 : 33, < Ifor it cannot bhe that a
prophet perish, out of Jerusalem.”

Those who have sinned without law, die
without law.  But “sin is not imputed,

“where there is no law*” (Ronw 5: 13).

« Gentiles, having not the Jaw, arealaw
unto themselves (verse 14). These, ac-
cording to Luke 12: 47, not knowing their
Lords will, will be beaten with few stripes. |

2. Is the trouble spoken of in Dan 12:
1, “Such as never wus since there was a |
nation,”’ the same as the fribulation spoken
of in Matt. 24: 21, « Ior then shall be great

tribulation sm.h as was not since the bealu-

ning of the world to this time, no nor ever
shall be.”  These ave Loth the grealest, and
must therefore be one.and the same,

No, they are not the same; the one in
Matt. was a tribulation on ¢ the elect;” the
“other on the nations; and each, the gr eatust
of its kind. T am often ‘aUlPlISLd to see on

what a little point, men often build a large
theory. The great tribulation under papal
and other persecuting powers, during the
dark ages, almost exterminated the Chlll(.]l,
but vas shortened * for the elect’s sake ;"
and . ..ortened by the Lutheran relbnnatiom
The samne tribulation is spoken of in Dan.
11: 33,34; where they ¢ fall by sword, and
by flame, and by Laptmtv, and by wml
many days. Now when they shall fall ~hoy
siall be fiolpen with a little help.”  And
God did thus help tlie church, by that ref-
ormation ; and it was for the elect’s sake,

It 1a,aftor this tribulation, all’ the signs
and eves ts pertaining:to the second advent,
Ly which the ehureh are to “ kuow their
redcmptlon drawetll nigh,”” were' to trans-
pire; * In those dayvs, and after that tribu-
htion shall the sun be darkened,” (Mark.

13: ...4) This first of the signs occurved
May 19, 1780. DBut the nme of trouble
sucll as never was, sinee there was a nation,
spoken of by Daniel, is the last great troub-
le on the Gentile nations, and is the time of
the deliverance of Daniel’s people; and nee-
essarily includes the battle of the g great day ;
when the Jews are delivered (see Zech.
14:). And certainly it is not atter that,
the saints are to ‘“ begin to see these things
come to pass, sud know their redemption
draweth nigh (Luke 21: 28).

3. Isnota large pact of the race finally
to suffer the ic('ond death " ?

There is no way of knowing what propor-
tion will eventually be lost. TRev. 20: 8, 9,
seems to imply a great company 3 and, we
understand, re 4”\' covers the whole nimnher;
those who have sinmed thatsin which is un-
i to death, cither in this, or in past ages,
and ¢ live not again until the thousand yéars
arer ended 3 and also the left of the nations .
afte all have been saved who can be reachied,
n the restitution age.

The fact that this last great gathering is
gaid to be ““as the sand of the sea,” in num-
ber, does not prove much; *The Midian-
“ites lav alone the valley, hlu. grasshoppers

[ for mulmu(lg, and their camels were with-
{ out numnber, as the sand by the sca side, for
multitade (Judg. T+ 12). “ Their wx(lmvs
are mueuud to me above the sands of the
Psras” (Jer. 16: 8),

If sueh nambers answer to the above ex-
pression, then the whole congr o«rfmun of the
finally lost, as represented in Rev. 20: 8,9,
may be only as « drop in the bucket, when
compared with the numbers who finally at-
| tain to the complete image of God.




