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OUR LORD’S RETURN
CHAPTER |

THE OBJECT OF THE SECOND ADVENT

That our Lordintended us as His disciplesuimderstand, that fosome
purpose in some manner, and at some, time, He would come again, is, we
presume, admitted amelieved by all familiavith the scriptures.But the

object of thattoming is viewed from widely differesthndpoints, andeen

in as various colors as there agksses; each observer honestly and
sincerelydesirous of seeing and understandiregsubject correctly. We
shallnot attempt inthese few pages mive all thatan be presented upon

this subject, but simply offer a sketch of what we understand the events and
their order to be;—giving as far aspace will permit, the scriptural
evidence favoring. In doingso, weshallendeavor to exercisdristian
courtesy, when referring to the views of brethren who differ with us.

The writerbelieveghat in order to arunderstanding of this subject, it is
necessary for us to have some clear conception of (@tatidor the
salvation ofthe world of manikd. If we can obtain this, will
unquestionably give us information very valuabléhanconsideration of
our subject; for, in that plan,
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not only the first but also the second advent has an important place. Here a
vital question arises, viz:

HAS GOD A PLAN?

Or, did He in an idle moment frame twsrld, andbringus, His creatures,
into existence simply to exercides creativgpower;entirely unmindful, or
uncaring, what should be the result to uthat existece? Manywho love
the Lordwith all their hearts speak ¢dim and Hiswork as thoughthis
were the caseThey think ofthe fall of Adam, by which “Sirentered the
world and death by [or, as a result &fh,” (Romans5:12) as an
emergency entirely unexpected and unprovided for by the Creator.

Such naturallyegard thesalvation providethrough our LordJesus Christ

as an after-thought. Godhaving beernthwarted by an agent dlis own
creation, —the Devil,—nowought to repair thenischief byproviding a

way by which a few ahese creatures could be savéteyregard the
present and past contest between good and evil, as a race between God and
the Devil, in which, so fathe Devil has beethe mostsuccessful. They

hope andtrust, however, thabefore thewinding up of althings, the
numbers othe saved will be greater than those of the lost: anGaab,

even without any plan, come off conqueror.

But, christian friends, Hesho would rebuke ananfor building atower
without first countinghe cost,shall He buildind people a world without
counting the cost? Nayerily; God has, and alays hashad, aplan—a
purpose; and all His purposes shall be
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accomplished. He works “all things after the counsel of His will.”

Not only is thigrue, but Hehas revealetis plan to us itthe Scriptures,
whichareable to make us wise,” and given us His Holy Spirit to enlighten
our understanding, “thatve mightknow the thingsthat arefreely given
unto us of God.” (I Cor. 2:12.)Which things, neither the world nor
carnally mindedchristians can sée. 14); theyare revealed by thapirit in
answer to diligergearch’If thou seekest aftavisdom, and liftest up thy
voice for understanding, yea:tlfou searchest for her asensearch for
silver;then shalthou find the knowledge oGod.” WhenHe, the Spiit of

Truth is come, He shall guide you into all truth.

The Spirit doeghis as we have se#émough the Word—thdamp. But
God’s word, theBible, is a revelatiomot intended for one decade or
century,simply; but, to theconditions of Higpeople, atall times and in
every age. It iscontinually unfolding to us somew, fresh beauty, of
which but a shorttime before we hadot evendreamed. It is because of
this continuousinfolding of truth, as it becomes “meatlie season” to
the household ofaith, that under anothefigure the sameword is
compared to “a lamp to our feet;” for, “the path of the gishesnore and
moreuntil the perfect day.” It shone soraway back in Enoch’s day, and
has been increasing ewance; notthat light yesterday is darkness today;
but, there is mordight today, bywhich we carstill better appreciate that
of yesterday.

Have we, as a church, all the light now? Certainly
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not; nor will we have until the “perfect day.” Whilst we remember, then,
that

“God moves in a mysterious way
His wonders to perform;”

we should be ready and watching for the ear@iisipse ofthe next
unfolding of His revelation of Himself and His plan; remembering that

“His purposes will ripen fast,
Unfolding every hour.”

We will now see that we can find of God'’s plan reveled in His word,
therefrom to judge of the object of our Lord’s return.

We laydown as a foundation, then,—whether ghen is so far unfolded
that wecanfully comprehend it, and see the connectidiich must exist
between the past and presdatlings ofsod andthat plan, or not.—First,
God has apurpose oiplan. SecondThat plan is based and foundedon
love, for “God is love.” (I John 4:8.)

We do not cast aside God’s justice, etc.; but, whatever His plan it must
comport with His character—Love—for, “He cannot deny Himself.”

The christian church &boutequally divided upotine question oElection

vs. Free Grace, orCalvinism vs. Arminianism; a smalhumber,
proportionately believing in Universalism dre final eternal salvation of

all mankind. Doubtlessll familiarwith Scripture knowthat each of these
positions are supported Imguch scripture; anget, can theall betrue?

Must there not be some connecting link which will harmonize and reconcile
them? Surely this ithe case, for God's Word isot yea andnay.
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Let us examinethe first two, Calvinismand Arminianism,separately; the
last, Universalism, is so flatgontradicted bymuchdirect scripture, that
we shall measuralgbass it unnoticed. And what we have to offer on the
others is notdesigned as #ing againstany ofthe “branches othe true
vine;” but strongly expressed, to capecial attention to the more
uncomelyfeatures of those doctringghich theirstrongest advocatesill
concede are weak points.

Calvinism virtuallysays: God is all wise; He knewthe end fom the
beginning; Héad a plan whictvas to save a fewot from any merit in
them but of His sovereign choice He electdtse to eterndife,—all

others to eternal death. He couldeasilysaveall menbut He does not
want to: He is able, but unwilling, to save any but a few.

Armenianism virtually sayGod lovesall HiscreaturesHis tendermercies
are overall Hisworks. His is trying His utmost to save themialk is not
able: onlythe very few,the “little flock.” Sin slippedyastHim, entered the
world at theoutset,and has gained such a foothold thaly bythe aid of
His children can it be overcome, even in ages.

As before suggested, each of these, although apparently, antipades,
some scriptural basis, and we believe, when properly arraaged)
harmony with each other.

We will now look at the Bible; first at a dark picture, then at a brighter one.
Here we find that though little light was given as to man’s salvation and
future happiness at the first unfolding of the
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plan, everhatlittle wasnot given tothe world at large—thenasses—but

to a few Patriarchs, among wharare Enoch, NoatAbraham/|saac, and
Jacob. These were chosen,-electedt-alone from the worldbut from
among theother members of thefiamilies, as it iaritten: “Jacob have |
loved, Esau have | hated.” [loved less.] Isaac alonalaff Abraham’s
children was the child of promise. Of Abraham it is written “Thee only have
| chosen of all thy father’s house.”

At Jacob’s death, the principle of election changes, but the fact remains. All
of Jacob’s childreare thereafter recognized as God’s representatives,—
His church, ompeople. There omis death bed, the old patriarch blesses
each ofhissons and gives to Judtide sceptre,—symbol ofationality,—
saying: “TheSceptreshall not depart fromJudah, nor dawgiver from
betweenhis feet, until Shilohcome.” This wadulfilled tothe letter. That

tribe represented the natiantil Christ came. To th@ne nationGod gave

the Law, inwhichwas shadowed forth the Gosp€his shadowy light, the
Law, was given to no other nation or people; it was exclusively to Israel, as
we read: “Youonly, have | known ddll the families otthe earth.” Wewill
therefore designate this the Jewish or Law age.

At the death of Christ another change takes place. The Law endwmdée

an end of the Law;nailing it tothe cross,” and introduced a new
dispensation,—the gospel of grace, undelaheofthe Spirit.This is not
restricted to one nation, as was the law, but is free to all, to be “preached in
all the World,
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for a witness” before this age enfidatt. 24:14). Butalthough we are to
know nodifference inour presentabn of it to all people, Godhas been
guiding and directing itsourse. Under that direction, we of Europe and
America, have been more favored ttreinhabitants obther parts of the
earth.Why did thelight of truth and salvatiorstarted by our Lordand His
apostles in Palestine, travel northward and westward thr&ugipe and
America,rather than southward and eastward throéghica andAsia?

Did it happen so? oh no! Our Father is at the helm; He is guiding His truth?

True, now thebible is published the language aévery nation. It i;mow
being “preached to every nationhot individual)but this wemaysay, has

all been donduring the present centuryet today, 4out of 5 of the
inhabitants okarth know not thafesus died for them. Here is a sense in
whichGod is even novelecting. He elected to send the gospel to you and
me andour fathers, and He chos®t to send it to yondeHottentot and

his fathers.But saysone, God works bynstrumentalities. He has been
wanting His people to come tioe work,any by giving othe money and
talentswhich He so freelpestowed on us, wenay, through missions,
which He will bless, have the privilege of being coworkers with Him.

To much of this we can heartgsent. Wdelieve thathrough us God is
working; that He is pleased with our zeal in His sernigig. we cannot for
one moment suppose thae eternal welfareof four-fifths ofthe human
family is made to depend
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entirely uponthe zeal andiberality of the otherone-fifth. No! No!! The
God of love, is not experimenting at the expense of the etespainess of
the great mass of His creatures.

We see, then, that some sens&od has so far been electinige church.

But why. Hemust have a purpose and object in so doingh&kea plan,

and doubtless it is fagreater and grander than ever entered into the heart
of man to conceive. What saith the scriptures?

In the promise ofsod to Abraham: “Inthee and in thy seeshall all the
families ofthe earth bélessed,” God’plan andpurpose is stated in one
sentence. Paul, in an inspired comment upon this promise, 3};ahys,
“He saithnot to seeds, as ahany,but as of one, and tthy seedwhich
Christ.” Is it Christ Jesusdividually that is here referred to as toee
see® No; the apostle continues (29) if ye [the church] b€hrist’s, then
are yeAbraham’'sseed, andheirs according tahe promise (asoriginally
made to Abraham). We leathat Godhas us comprehended in Hian
when speaking to Abrahariot only Christ Jesus, the head tiis seed,
but theythat areChrist’s-the little flock-as members of His body: aht
one seedwill not be completeuntil the lastmember ofthat body is
perfectedThis thought ismaintainedhroughout theepistles - Christ, “the
head of the body, the church.” (Col 1:18. Eph. 1:23, 4:12; 5:25-G2r .|
12:12,27; Romand2:5, etc.) Theigure is carried yet further. We, His
disciples,are spoken of a8lling up the measure of Christ'sufferings.
(Col.
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1:24; Il Cor. 1:5; Il Tim. 2:10.) And we havethe promise, “that if we
suffer with Him, we shall also reign with Him.”

The promise, towhich we are heirs, declares thathen this seed is
complete all nationsshall be blessed . A promise madeaway back in
Eden, that the seed of th@man should bruisthe serpent’s head, crush
evil and sin, is another to which we are joint heirs. But did not Jestissdo
(bruise Satan) when he died?o; the death of Christ and the subsequent
persecution of the church are the “bruising of the heel.” Paul says, “Satan is
to be bruised shortly undehe feet of the church,” — head and body,
(Rom. 16:20). Again, the same thought is expressed under the figure of

THE BRIDE AND BRIDEGROOM.

The church is represented as a chaste Viegppusedo Christ(ll Cor.
11:2). Assuch we are now betrothed, and haseeived theseal ofthat
engagement — thigrst fruits of the Spirit.Not married,not thebride yet,
but waiting and longingfor that union with the Bridegroom. \Wen He
wentaway He said, “I will come again and receive ymto myself. He
expressed it so in thgarable othe “TenVirgins.” When “the Bridegroom
came, theythat wereready went into the marriage.” There and then we
shall enter upon thdull realization ofthe “things which God hath in
reservation for those that love Him.”

All, we presume, will agree witlhus, when we saythat no matter how
much enjoyment we hayaior to the resurrection, weertainly wait until
then for the
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full measure. The whole church or body is complete beforefiiak
rewards aregiven. Hence, when recountindpe ancient worthies, the
Apostle says: (Heldl1:39, 40),They receivedhot thepromisesthat they
without us shouldhot bemade perfect.” And, oHimself, whenabout to
die, He said, “I have fought a good fight...henceforth there is laid up for me
a crown of righteousneswhich the Lord, the righteous Judgshall give
me at thadday; andnot to meonly, but untoall them, alsothat love His
appearing.{ll Tim. 4:8) True, we now havand enjoymany blessings in
Christ. Now we have the peace that the wotkh neither givenor take
away.But all this isbut a foretaste; the weight gfory comesover there.
We now, in a certain sense, have begun office, as Kingsand Priests,
conquering self and the lusts of tliesh, and “offering up spiritual
sacrificesunto God;” but it isonly in the same senséhat we are now
spoken of adeing risen with Christ, andeated withHim in heavenly
places. By faith in His promises we anticip#te glory andthe rest that
remains; and although beset with trials and troubléfejrwe have geace
to which the world is a stranger.

Whenthe Lordpromises, saying;To him that overcometh, | wilgive to
sit with me in my throne,” antto him that overcometh will give power
over the nations,” does Hmean it? Is he to “sit othe throne of His
glory?” Will He take to Himself His great powerand reignover the
nations? Surely, Hisvord cannotfail; it will be as real a reign over
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the nations for us (the church) as for H®&od gave‘Christ to bethe head
over thebody;” and “Hethat hathfreely given usChrist, will He not with
Him also freely give us allthings?” Yea, verily,brethren, we have not
realized“our high-calling which is ofGod inChrist Jesus.” We arealled
to sonship of God, amabt hisalone, but to b@int heirs with Christ Jesus
our Lord. This isthe little company whomGod saw away back in Eden,
through whom He is shortly tbruise Satan andbless allthe families of
the earth.” It isthis company to whonPeter refers, (Acts 15:14nying,
“God did visit theGentiles totakeout ofthem a people fadis name.” We
are theVirgin, soon toreceivethe name ofour Lord, “anew namehat no
man knoweth save he that receiveth it.”

It was for these Jesus prayed: (John 1fréy not for theworld” but for
themthou hasigiven me, andnot for theseonly but all them alsowhich
shallbelieveon me through theword, “thatthey all may beone in me

This oneness and unity the Lord did not expect in this present time. He says
He came to bring division. Consequently Henat disappointed nor
thwarted in His plans. In the parable of wheat and tareselidaisthat the
enemy would sow tares among the wheat,thaglook somuch alikethat

we cannot separate them. “Let bagttow togetheuntil the harves}— the
harvest is the end of the worldaipn-agé then He will have them
separated by angels.

Yet, as Jesus says “the Father heareth me always,”
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we mayknow that atsome time thewll will be one in Hm. When? At the
resurrection, when ware united taur head, becomintghe “one seed,” at
the marriage when we am@itedto the Bridegroom and they twain become
ONE. Butalthough this prayer wawainly for the church, yet Jesus loved
the whole world. Yes, hdiesfor the World, andhey have a place in this
prayer. But notice where. He prays for the church firstitheyall may be
madeone inHim; then the object of thenion is*“that the world may
believe.” But the believing of, and prayer for, the World, is after the
marriage ofthe chaste/irgin. For this marriage, “we ourselvethat have
the first fruits of the spirit, groawithin ourselves waitingor the adoption,
to wit: the redemption obur body”; thisone body ofwhich we each are
members.

When we(the gospel church,) are redeemed, is Gptia accomplished?

No. It isonly begun. It is a grander, a maadty plan. Not only do we
groan for this consummation, but we have seen from our Lord’s prayer that
the worldhas an interest in it, and Paul positively assénes,“the whole
creation groaneth and travaileth jpain together.” What arethey
expecting? Certainlypot what we ardooking for. They donot expect to

form part of thebody.No: “the earnest expectation of the creature, waited
for the manifestation othe sons of God.” (Rom. 8:1%ot Son of God,

but sons. “Beloved, now are we the sons of God.”

What interest hathe world inour manifestation or shininfprth? Simply
this, — Until we are manifested
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although we are thdight of the world,” and it isblessed by this light,
which weare to let “sashinethatmen may glorifyOur Father irheaven,”
yet howmuchmore will it be blessed, when we “shine forthtlas sun in
theKingdom,” — whenseparated from the world agll as fromthe tares
in the harvest(Matt. 13:43) If we now are llessing tahe world adight-
bearers, poor and weak though that light often be, are we surfitegettie
hope of the world ithis shiningforth of thechurch? Paul tells us why they
wait and groan for our manifestation. “Becatise creaturéself also shall
be delivered fronthe bondage of corruption into the gloridilerty of the
sons of God.” That is, when the church has been deliveredtfimpresent
condition (subject to death) the bondage of corruption, then the world at
large will have anopportunity in thesame direction, —that the world
may believe’and asmany as do so “shall beelivered intothe glorious
liberty of the sons of God.” Sons, babt joint-heirs. Thiswill be the only
distinction between them and us, — the gospel church.

God loves all his creatures, nobecause we love Himput from pure
benevolence. “God so lovede world” —while wewere yetsinners. But

He is a God of order. Heas a plan, and is carrying it out. Durthg past

six thousand years, He has been getting ready, — preparing the
instrumentalitythroughwhich to blesghe World. Thetime seems long to

us mortals, but not so with Him who is from everlasting to everlasting.

This “little flock” who receive the Kingdom are
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but “thefirst-fruits unto God ofHis creatures(Jamesl:18. Rev. 14:4) If
there is dirst-fruits there must ohecessity, be more of a harvest, else the
language is sensele§ph. 2:7, declares the object®bd in oursalvation

to be, “That in the ages to come He mightwtheexceeding riches of His
grace.”

But let us followthe church, — the first-fruits. We last saw her as the
chaste virgin going into the marriagehenthe bridegroom came. We next
hear the greatoice of a multitude sayinRev. 19:7) “Let us bglad and
rejoice and givénonor to God, for thenarriage otthe Lamb iscome, and
his wife hath made herself ready. We h&eard of themarriage — listen!
the angel says to JohfRev. 21:9,10)Come hither, | willshow thee the
Bride, the Lamb’s wife.” We want tosee her, let us follow:And he
showed me that greatty, the Holy Jerusalem, descendiogit of heaven
from God.” Are we to understand thts city is asymbolicrepresentation
of thechurch? Yes, just as in anottssmbolshe isthe “Temple of God.”
But what of the precious stoneswdhfich it is built?These are theame as
the stones of thepiritual Templej.e., living stones, — thsamethat Paul
speaks of as “Precious stones” (I Cor. 3:12), or the jewels of Mal. 3:17.

When this city “shinesthe nations vit walk in the light of it. Now they
areblest bythe feebldight of the church; thethey will walk inthe perfect
light which will shine fromher. (Rev. 21:24) therlows a river —from
under the throne— “aver of the water oflife.” Not the ordinarykind of
water. No, this is “water of life,” the kind the Lord
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promised to give us, and which He does gio& toeveryone begotten. It
shall be inyou awell of water.” This kind ofwater wouldnot flow in a
natural river bedbut this same sort is hel@ought to ouview as flowing

a broad, deepnightyriver. No longer thdittle well, no longer confined to
the few, the'little flock,” but “whosoevewill” may partake of itfreely.
There the Spirit and the Bride wiay come, and hehat hearth will say
come. It will be free tall. But, notice when, it is in thbeavens and new
earth, (Rev. 21:1) — in the next dispensation. The chuncbtighe Bride
now, but a chast¥irgin. When she is married (united) she will be the
Bride, and then it is that she says come to whosoever will.

Oh, can wenot pray from the depths adur heartscome, LordJesus!
comequickly! Shall wenot, since we anall creation wait for it, rejoice at
the sound of the Bridegroom'’s voice, as He neansdwelling? We do
rejoice and lift up our heads, knowing that our redemption draweth nigh.

This is a gloriougrospect for both the church and the woidit how
about those who diedhot having heard thename ofJesus, whalid not
enjoy the privileges of light? Must these all suffer the loss of eti#fmahd
happiness witmot even armpportunity tolay hold on it? Must thewll go

to hell, simplybecause theiived before God'splan had so far developed
as to embrace them? Or, shall we go to the other extreme and sayillGod
saveall those who have never héight andtruth? Ifthis betrue, wehave
made a great mistake in sending missionaries
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with this light tothe heathen. We knothatwhen it is presented tihem
they donot all receive it and become christians, and if it ignorance they
would all be saved, wenot only do them a positivenjury but waste
numbers of valuable liveendmillions of money. Andfurther, if God can
consistently give these eternal life withoutial, or probationwhy did He

not give us all as good lat, and save usall without ourcoming into the
present probationary condition; why did Henot kindly leave usall in the
dark, and thus save all?

Neither of thesdines of humarnreasoning will stand thiest. Wemust see
what God'’s plan-book, the Biblbeas to say othe subjectBut first let us
take aglance backward, and sedout what proportion of oufellow
creatures have a personal interest in the matter. avie $eerthat during
the first 2100 years only a few Patriarchs were chosen. This brings us down
to thetime that thenation of Israel becam@&od’s representatives, at the
death of Jacob, the last patriarch. & others Paul declares, “death
reigned from Adantill Moses,” —or, until the Law,which wasgiven to
but one people; and of theealy a very fewwere savedonly those who
could rise above the type and discern the antitype. vahe ofthe Law in
saving men may bgathered front. Paul's teachings. He says, “that no
man is justified bythe Law is evident.” (Gal. 3:11By the deeds of the
Law thereshall no flesh be justified in H{50d’s] sight.” (Romans 3:20)
“For if righteousness come by the Law, then Christ is deadim” (Rom.
2:21) “If the Law given could
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have given life, verilyrighteousness should have been by the Law.” (Rom.
3:21.) “For the Lawmade nothing perfect.” (Held:19) “Wherefore then
serveth theLaw? It was added because of transgressitihshe Seed
should come, to whom the promise was made.” (8dl9) Thatis, the
seed of Abraham not the fleshly descendantssdgs Paul, “the children of
theflesh,these araot thechildren ofGod: but thechildren ofthe promise

are counted for the seed.” (Rom. 9@hildren of faith, Christ, and the
church. (Gal. 3:29)

Thus we learrthat nearly all ofthe “little flock” is being gatheredduring

the gospel age. Today, about amdividual in five knows thatChrist Jesus
died forhim. Until the present century, and during the dark agexjably

one in forty knew it. A faircalculation ofthe numberswho havenever

heard the Gospel, from creation to the pregene, would beabout
120,000,000,000 souls.

Whether we can understand Goda&alings omot we may rest assured,
“the God ofall the earth Wi do right.” But we areanxious to have the
matter clearedip, if it can be, from God'$Vord. For,unquestionably, the
facts already obtained frothe Bible appearto clash directly with some of
the plainest statements &cripture. Foinstance, we read of Jestsis is
the truelight that lighteth every manthat cometh into the world.” How
shall we understand such a statement? Thousamddiiohs havenot even
heard ofHim. Are we certairthat hearing of Christ is essential? May they
not be saved by living up to the light of nature? It is
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certainthatthey must hear of Christ before salvation, for, says Paul, “How
shall they believe on Him of whom they have not heard?”

The conditions of salvatioare ‘Believein the LordJesus Christ anthou

shalt be saved.” Again, “there is rather name givenunder heaven or
among men, whereby weustbe saved.Must if saved at allit must be in

Him. If they could even do by nature many things contained in the Law, we
have seethat“the Law couldnot give life;” “for by the deeds of the Law
shall no man be justified.” Again weead,“Jesus Christ, by the grace of
God, tasted death favery man.”But if they never hear of it, and are
never benefited byt, how can it besaid to be for every maf” Again,
“There is one God and one mediator between God and memath€hrist
Jesus: who gave Himselransom for all; to be testified in due tirhe

Ah! here we have itGod is a God of order. Hhas a “due time” for
everything Hedoes, andvhen His “due time'for everything Hedoes, and
when His “due time” comes, it will be testified &i menthat “Christ died
for the ungodly. That truelight shallyet lighten everymanthat evercame
into the world. Itcertainly washot His plan to have it testified to them in
the ages pasglse it would have beestone. But it wll be testified in due
time.

Now we see ameaning inthe statementAs in Adam all die, even so in
Christ shall all be made alive.” I know that these are texts used by
Universalists,(but 1 am not aUniversalist), but shall we not use them
simply because they ddfo; “all Scripture....is profitable.This isthetime
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“of restitution ofall things,” mentioned byreter, (Acts 3:21) oivhich he
says“God hath spoken by the mouth all the holy prophetssince the
world beganThis isnot for thechurch, but for the world. The church gets
something far better than a restitution: The whaleanfamily get kack in

the secondAdam allthey lost inthe first Adam. They didhot lose eternal

life or aspiritual existence ithe first Adam, for he was a probationer for
these himself, and as a stream cannot rise higher théoutitain we could

not lose more throughis disobediencéhan he possessed. There are two
lives* — natural and eternal; atgo deaths, temporal and eternal. He lost
natural life and obtained temporal death. Consequently the restitution
through Christ would only give to the world natuit and a natural body,

at their restitution, such as Lazarus and Jairus’ daughter had when brought
to life again. Ofthe church — the dead in Christ,lit coming — alone it

is said, “Sown a natural body, raised a spiritual bodyl” othersrise
fleshly, natural bodies and liable to die again.

The Law contains no higher promise th#wat of naturallife. “That thy
daysmay belong upon theland;” and no threateninghore severe than
temporal deathThey“that disobeyedvere to be stoned or thrust through
with adart.” Eternallife or death are natentioned in it. The Jews had an
ideaof a future life in Christ’'s day, but not from the law. The

* We of course recognize the fatttat in the Scriptures bothife and
Death are used metaphorically.
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heathen had amlea also withoutany revelation, — simply a guess. For
“Christ broughtlife and immortality to lighthrough the gospel.(ll Tim.
1:10) If he brought it to light, it was not brought to light by Moses.

We find the matter clearly stated in Rom. 5:18,19; “as by the offense of one
[Adam] judgment came upasl mento condemnation; [death] even, by

the righteousness of one freegift came uporall menunto justification

of life; for as by oneman’s [Adam’s] disobediencenany were made
sinners, so by the obedience of one [Chakgll many benade righteous,”

(i.e., justified to life as above).

They rise simply to have durirtge millennial age whatve have had during
our lifetime, viz.: Tohear of thdove of God and death of Jesus for them,
and to have an opportunity to accept of Him. Theywallall receiveHim,
for we read of “a greatompany beingast into thdake of fire,the second
death;” even at the end tifis millennial age (Rev. 20:9)when they have
had a knowledge of the trutivhich will then have been testified avery
man.

Now we can understand | Tin®:10.“We trust in theliving God, who is
the Savior of all men, especially of those that belied menare to be
saved from all they lost in Adam: whilbose thabelieve(the churchhave
anespecialsalvation - theeternal

Not asecond chance: it cannot be another or a second chaless they
have had one, and we have just found that so far the masses have had
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none; no! We advocate no second-chanceafgr man,but refer to Heb

6:4, 6 and 10:26, 28 - If wein wilfully, turn our backs upon God’s
salvation andthe blood of the covenant, after wavike received the
knowledge of the truth, there remaineth no more a sacrifice for such. Christ
diedoncefor all, and it will be testifiednce but He vl die a secontime

for no one. “He dieth no more.”

To thejustice and mercy and love of this plan of God, when realized, we
think the church and world casay “Amen. True andighteous are thy
judgments.Lord GodAlmighty.” It makes a harmonput of the various,
heretoforeconflicting texts of scripture; we can see, now, how and why
some were chosen or elected in Chhstyv andwhenGod is no respecter

of persons, and the grace rwho will receive it with ample plader all

the scripture supposed to teaahversal eternal salvation, and withalt,
begin tosee a depth and scope to Ggalan we never before dreamed of.
With Cowper we would say —

“Judge not the Lord by feeble sense,
But trust Him for His grace:

Behind a frowning countenance

He hides a smiling face.

“His purposes will ripen fast,
Unfolding every hour;

The bud may have a bitter taste,
But sweet will be the flower.”

Whenwill this grand, glorious age of restitutibegin?Petersays, at the
coming ofthe Lord:“whom the heavens must receive untile times of
restitution of all things which God hath spoken by
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the mouth ofll His holy prophetssincethe world began.” (Acts 3:21) We
read of the restoration of Israel aathernations in Jeremiah, Isaiah, and
the minor prophets: and also of the ealibingrestored taEdenic beauty,
whenthe wilderness shalblossom ashe roseand the church, igeneral,
believe inthe restoration of kving remnant of Israel to their owtand and
to God's favor, but as a rulihey have nevethought of theprophecy
embracingthe dead asvell asthe living, and theother nations asvell as
Israel. But these things are mentioned in the same Bible.

In Ezekiel39:21-29, Godells how Hehascastoff Israel into captivity for

their sins;and “therefell theyall by the sword;” (v. 23) but Hpromises to

bring the whole house hack into their ovlend. Then speaking of the
gathering as accomplished, He says, “I have gathered them into their own
land, and left none of theamymore there” (v. 28Yheyfell by the sword,

died, and He brought them all back again into their own land.

But Israel was geculiarly favored peoplesaysone. We remembePaul
speaks of their restitution in Rom. 11:25 to end. (Rem@fully.) “They
are beloved forthe father’'s sakes:” thereforthey are all concluded in
unbeliefthat Godmay have mercy upoall, and theyare to“obtain [this]
mercy through your [the church’shercy.” Perhaps this restitution refers
only to thispeople:not to all nations. David saysAll nations whichthou
has madeshall come and worship before thee;” [Christ] Numbers of
nations never yet worshipped, either
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from love or fear. The sodomites were such a natliehusconsider their
cast nextSurely, they were aample ofthe ungodly;there was nspecial
favor of God ever manifestetbwardthem as a people, neither was there
any remnant of them left, wheGod rained “fire and brimstone from
heaven and destroyed theail.” And yet, of these Sodomites wead,
(Exek. 16:48 to 63) thdsraelshallreturn toher former estatat thesame
time that Sodonand Samariaeturn to their former estate (vs. 53 &%).

In verses 49 and 50 we are told what Sodaimsvas; andsaysthe Lord,

“I took them away as | sawood.” He saw good to takehem away
without theircoming to a knowledge of Christ, it wast due timefor that
to be testifiedbut it will be in the futureGod proposes tbring them back
to their former estate; what they lost &im and death entering the world
through thefirst Adam is to beestored in the secorahd they willhave
the sameopportunity that he had, arsktter, in that the old serpent, the
devil, Satan Wi be bound[or evil restrained] that henay deceive the
nations no moreintil the thousangearsare expiredBut some one, not
yet satisfied, says, perhaf@®d isspeaking ironicallyand meanshat he
would as sootthink of bringingSodom andsamaria back to Israel. Friend,
read carefully vs. 60-63, and you wno longer think so; remembeso
that Sodomhad been destroyedearly athousand years beforthis
prophecy

was made.

This helps us to understand “God is His own interpreter” — whafesus
meant when He said it would
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be more tolerable for Sodom in tlday of judgment thatior the Jews
whom He addressed; He declatkat if thesame mightyworks hadbeen
done in Sodomshe would have repented loago.Well, Lord, why were
suchmighty works not done there, so thiiey had repented? It was not
their duetime; theywere not ortrial. In (their day of trial, when they are
on probation for eterndife) their “day of judgmenti(not a 24-houday,
but themillennial or judgment age) they will fare ker than the Jews —
have fewer stripes. “It will be more tolerable for Sodom

in the day of judgment than for you.”

All must be judged or tried, arfjhidgement must begin dhe house of
God” — the church. It did. Christ, the head, was trie@dlirmpoints, yet
without sin. We,the members othat house, are now dnal. We will not
come into the judgment — anal with the world.“We shallnot come into
condemnation, (judgment - Krisi®ut are passed from deatimto life;”
because of faith ware covered by Christ’s righteousness: because of the
blood of Christour Paschal Lamb, sprinkled aur hearts andhavingthat
Lamb in us, we thérst born, arepassed over

But after the Houseall the world will come intdrial for life (judgment,
Krisis). Those who accept of God’s conditions will delivered from the
bondage of corruption, into the glorioliizerty of the sons of God, (Rom.
8:21); those who wilhot have theagift of God must diethe second, the
eternal death.
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Whenthe world is ortrial we shall bethe judges; for, “know yenot that
the saintsshall judge the world?” It is heréhat theparable orthe sheep
andgoats idaid, whenthe son oiman shalkit on thethrone of His glory

It is during themillennial age that He doesit on the throne offlis glory:
and the overcomers sit witHim in the throne.Then before Him are
gatheredall nations, and the sheep will separated from the gtadg;do
not stand in rows noall at once anynore than the churchas while she
has been on trial; the separating being a gradogt dependent upon their
acceptance or rejection of God’s grace and truth. The things ofptmstir
lives for which theymust answer beingnasmuch as ye have or have not
done unto“the least of these my brethren” (the church seated in the
throne).

We conclude, then, that it wagcessaryhat evilshould enter the world,
so that by contaawith it and its results —miseryand death — we ight
forever know god fromevil. In nootherway, perhaps, coul@od sofully
make known to His creaturéfis variousattributes — justicemercy, love,
etc.

In the agewhich ended with the floodGod measurably left mankind to
themselveswithout law or control. In the results — degeneracy and
corruption, demonstrating to us, that unassisted our tendency is downward.
During theJewishage, thdaw wasgiven —not togive life, “For the Law

could not give life” but to showthem and us how fashort we come of
perfection, even abur best;that so wemight realizethe necessity of
salvation as a “gift o6God” which wecould not merit bythe works of the

Law.
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It was given “because of transgressiantii THE SEED should come”
(Gal. 3:19 and20). It was simply asystem of typesetc., “a shadow of
good things to come”—the gospel.—and served as “a schoolmaster to
[educate]bring us to Christ,” in whom alone we can receive etelifeal
This brings us tahe Gospel Agewhen althoughhe scope of theaw—in
spirit, is broader, deeper and ma@@mprehensive thathe letter, yet we
can be justifiedhrough faih; “For what the Law couldot do, in that it
was weak through thitesh, God sending Hisown son in thdikeness of
sinful flesh,and forsin, condemnedgin in the flesh; thatthe righteousness
of the Lawmight befulfilled in us who walk notafter theflesh, but after
the spirit.” (Rom. 8:34)

All these various parts of Godggeatplan we findworking in harmony
with each other, and with His own nature. In no oth&y couldour minds
recognize thgustice of God in utterly destroyingmany nations before
Israel—men, women and children—excépat He“slew greatkings, for
His mercyendureth forever.” “He overthrew Pharaoh dmhost, for His
mercyendureth forever.” Yes, the fact tH&tis mercy endureth forever”
explains allthis; and it is twenty-six timesepeated irthis 136th Psalm.
Now we can realize more fully than ever befates wondrouslove; and as
we kneel alone before Him we can fdst He is worthy oéll homage and
worship, for noonly “God isLove and “His mercyendureth forever,” but
when our substitute tasted death fatl, “He is just to forgive.” Our
feelings are well expressed by St. Paul, when writing
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on thesame subjedqiRom. 11:33)—"0, the depth of thieehesboth of the
wisdom and knowledge of God; hamsearchablare His judgments and
His ways past finding out! For who hath known the mind of the Lord?”

Truly the plan of God does show us thabject ofour Lord’s return. He
comes to organize thene seedby which Satan is to be bruised-evil
restrained and in which “all the kindreds of the earth shall be blessed.”

He comes talorify or set upHis kingdom—thechurch—that as wlave
“suffered withHim we mayalso reign with Him.™That thesaints of the
Most Highmaytake thekingdom undethe wholeheavens and possess it
forever.” In taking possession, it “consumes and breaks in patickese
kingdoms[not thepeople but the governments] andhiall stand forever.”
“Wait ye upon me, saitthe Lord, for mydetermination is to gather the
nations that | may assembleghe kingdoms to pour uponthem mine
indignation, even all my fiercanger, for thevhole earth shall be devoured
with the FIREof my jealousyFor then will | turn to the people a pure
languagethat they may all call upon thename ofthe Lord toserve Him
with one consent.” (Zeph3:8). This chastisement athe world is not
becausd&sod takegleasure in human sufferinfpr “He doth not wilingly
afflict the children of men,’but for theirgood;and it is gratifying to learn
that “when the judgments ofthe Lord are abroad in the earth, the
inhabitants ofthe world will learn righteousness.” When He hatlade
wars to
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ceaseunto theends of the earth, by the desolatiatich He hath made.
(Ps. 46:8,10). When Hhas established His kingdorthen “peaceshall
flourish.” “Nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neitheshall they
learnwar any more.” Now “The devil is the prince of this world.” Jesus
said, “My kingdom is not of this world Butwhen “Heshalltake unto Him
His great power and reign,” when “the kingd@the Lord’s and Hes the
Governor among the nationfthen, andnot till then] all the ends of the
world shall remembeand turnunto the Lordandall the kindreds of the
nations shall worship Him.”

He comes now as “the desirealf nations.” At thefirst advent there was
no beauty in Him that they should desire Him.

He comes to brin@bout the great restitutiowhich was sobeautifully
represented and shadowed forth under the Law iny#ae of Jubilee,” in
which every manwas restored tall His possessions, and to personal
liberty. (Lev.25:13.) Themillennial reign isthe greatantitypical jubilee,
(the substancevhich cast the shadow in the Law)which every marwill
have restored tdim in the second Adam just what he lost in first
Adam, and have an opportunity kmow Godand to learn othat only
name by which they can be saved—Jeslns) tasted death favery man,
to be testified in due time. Thehe wilderness andhe solitary placeshall
be glad, the deseshall rejoice and blossom ahe rose, theylory of
Lebanonshall be giverunto it, they shallsee theglory of the Lordand the
excellency of our God. (Isaiah 35:1, 2)
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Now we can suffer fronthe sin of Adam,and theerrors of ourancestors,

even the innocent babe of an hour old, but “In those they shall say no more,
the fathers have eaten a sour grape andhihdren’steeth are set on edge:

but everyoneshall diefor his own iniquity: every marthat eateth the sour
grape,his teethshall beset on edge."The soul that sinneth, ghall die.”

(Jer. 31:20, 30; Ezek. 18:3)

Shall we not,then, take up thetrain which employedhe apostles and
prophets of oldWill the hope of theeoming ofthe Bridegroomwhich
inspired with zeathe early church,not nowenergize us to strive for the
prize ofour high calling which is of God, in Christ Jesu¥2rify He that
hath this hope in him purifieth himself. (1 John 3:3)

Lift up your Heads, desponding Pilgrims,
Give to the winds your needless fears;
He, who hath died on Calvary’s mountain
Soon is to reign a thousand years.

Tell the whole world these blessed tidings,
Speak of the time of rest that’s near;

Tell the oppressed of every nation,
Jubilee lasts a thousand years.

What if the clouds do for a moment,
Hide the blue sky where morn appears;
Soon the glad sun of promise given,
Rises to shine a thousand years.

A thousand years earth’s coming glory,
‘Tis the glad day so long foretold;

‘Tis the bright morn of Zion’s glory,
Prophets foresaw in times of old.
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CHAPTER I
THE MANNER OF CHRIST'S SECOND COMING

Having considered the object@fir Lord’s return, the manner imhich He
will come becomes tall “who love His appearingbne of great interest,
and invitesyour attention. The reader will please beamimd that the
subject is her¢reatedabstractly, without the least reference to tilvee of
the event, whether it beigh, even atthe door, orthousands of years
future; and furtherthat these pages wemet written for the world, but for
“the household of faith” for those who accept the Bible as Godisl, and
“who by reason of use have their senses exercised.” (Hel).
Experience has proven what Scripture gainly declares, vizthat “the
natural man receiveth not the things of the spirit of God;” he can
understand the arguments biltey are foolishnesaunto him. Neither can
he know them because they are spiritually discerned.” (I Cor. 2:14)

In order that wemay have a good foundation, and adbasisfor further
investigation, we will first enquire, what is a spiritual body?—wi@ters
are theirs, and by wh#aws are they governed? Ware here met by the
objections—we have no right to pry intbe hidden things of God; and,
“Eye hath not seen, ear heard, neither have entered into the
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heart of man, théhings whichGodhath prepared for those tHatve him.”
To both of these propositions we assent,dalieve wecannotfind out by
studying God’s word—andur investigation will be confined to it—what
He hasnot revealed. The above quotation of scriptureCer. 2:8)refers
to the natural ocarnal man, and by readiftgin connection with the three
verses followingt, the objectiorvanishes: for, saythe apostle, “God hath
revealed thenunto us byHis spirit,” whichwasgiven to ughat “we might
knowthethings freely giverunto us of God,’and in the lastlause of vs.
13, hegives usthe rule bywhich we mayknow. viz.: “Comparing spiritual
things with spiritual.” Weare very apt to invert this rule and compare
spiritual things with natural, anthus getdarkness instead of lightet us
now use the apostle’s rule.

There is a spiritual body as well as a natural body; an heavewsiless an
earthly body; a celestial as well astarestrial. Theyare distinct and
separate. (I Cor. 15:38-49.) We know what tleshly—natural body is,
for we now have such a one; iffissh,blood and bones; for “thathich is
born of theflesh is flesh,”and as there arsvo kinds of bodies, we know
that thespiritual isnot composed oflesh, blood and bones, whatever it is
made of. It is a spiritual body, and “that which is born of the spirit is spirit.”
But as to whammaterial a spiritual body is madd, we know not, for it
doth not yet appeavhatwe shall be; but we shall be like Him. [Christ]

Angels are spiritual bodies. Christ was raised
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from the dead apiritual body; this waslis second birth. First, born of the
flesh a fleshlyoody—for, “asthe childrenare partakers dieshand blood,
He alsohimself likewisetook part ofthe same.” (Heb2:14) He was “Put
to death in thdlesh but quickened [made alive] bthe Spirit.” He was
raised a spiritual body. This resurieatwasHis second birth. He was the
“first born* from the dead,” “thefirst-born amongmany brethren.” The
church are those brethren and will have a setatidl of the same kind as
His, viz.: to spiritual bodies bghe resurrectionwhen weshall arise in His
likeness—being made “Likento Christ’s glorious body But, this second
birth** must be preceded by a begetting of the spirit—conversion—just as
surely as a birth othe flesh is preceded by a begetting of tliesh.
Begotten of thdélesh—born ofthe flesh—inthe likeness ofthe first Adam,
the earthy; begotten of tlepirit—in the resurrection born of thepirit into
the likeness ofthe heavenly,the secondAdam. “As we haveborne the
image of the earthly we shall also bear the image of the

*  The first raised a spiritual body. Lazarus astthers arosenatural
fleshly bodied and died again. The next to be raised spiritual bodies are
“They that are Christ’s at His coming.”

** The words translatethegotten, begaandborn in our English Bibles,

areall represented by the one word in the Gr&adnerg consequently we
must judge as tavhich isthe proper word, by theonnection invhich we

find it. “Now are we the Sons of God;” althougiot yet born, we are
begotten sons; so in the natural the embryo is a son before birth.
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heavenly.” All who are begotten of thepirit are in a sort ofembryo
condition waitingfor the birth. Thehead [Christ] has been born; we are
waiting for the adoption, to wit: the redemption thfe body and, “the
whole creation groans and travails in paimgiting for the birth of the
church of thefirst-born. We hope, then, bgxaminingfacts recorded of
angels, and of Christ after His resaction togain general information with
regard to spiritual bodies; thus “comparing spiritual things with spiritual.”

First, angels can be, and frequerdlse, present, yenvisible: for, “the

angel ofthe Lordencampeth roundboutthem that arédis and delivereth
them,” and “are theyot all ministeringspirits, sent forth taminister for

them whoshall be heirs of salvation{Heb. 1:14) Are you arhneir of

salvation? Then, doubtless, they have ministered to you; kzee
ministeredvisibly or invisibly? undoubtedly the latteElisha issurrounded
by a host ofAssyrians, hiservant idearful; Elisha prayed tthe Lord and
the youngman’s eyesvere opened and he saw tneuntainsround about
Elisha full of chariots of fire and horsemen fufe [or like fire]. The Lord

also when raised a spiritual body waesentbut unseenfor thirty-three
days and forty nights (only appearing seven times to His disciples).

Secondangels can and hawappeareds men. The Lorcandtwo angels
appeared to Abraharmho had a supper prepared for themwbich they
ate. At first, Abrahansupposed them to be “three men,” and it was not
until theywere about to go that liescovered one of them to be therd,

and the other
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two angelswho afterward went down to Sodom aaeliveredLot. (Gen
18:1) Anangelappeared to Gideoas a man but afterwardnadehimself
known. Anangelappeared to Samson’s mother and father; theyght
him a man until He ascended up to heavehéilame ofthe altar. (Judges
13:20). Theangel ofthe Lord appeared to Moses aflaane of fire:and,
“beholdthe bush burned, yet wasnbt consumed.” The angel tfie Lord
appeared to thehildren of Israel inhewilderness as a cloud by day and a
pillar of fire by night. (Exodus 13:21 and 14:199nd doubtlessmany
similar cases will recur to thenind of the reader. In some of these cases
given theyappeareas men; but “thd_ord is not aman” neitherareangels
men.

Third, spiritual bodiesare glorious in their monal condition; frequently
spoken of as glorious and bright. The countenance dargelwho rolled
away the stone rom the sepulchre “was as thightning.” Daniel saw a
glorious spiritual body whoseyeswere adamps of fire, hiscountenance
as thelightning, his armsand feet like in color tgolished brass, his voice
as the voice of anultitude; beforenim Daniel fell as a dead man. (Daniel
10:6.) John, on the isle of Patmos, saw Christ’s glorious body, (Rev. 1:14)
and describethe appearance in almost ts@me language—His voice was
as the sound ahanywaters,His eyesare lamps of fire, Hisfeet ike fine
brass as it burns in a furnagep bright that youcan scarcelyook at it),
John falls at His feet as dead; but He said to Him fear not; |
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am He that was deabflghold | am alivdorevermore. Saul of Tarsus saw
Christ’'s glorious body. It shone above theightness ofthe sun at
noonday. Saul lost his sight and fell to the ground, etc.

We have thus far foundpiritual bodies truly glorious; yetyithout a
miracle, eithetthe opening obur eyes to see them, or their appearing
the flesh as merthey are invisible. Thisconclusion is furtheconfirmed
when we examinethe more minute details connected with these
manifestations. Theord wasseen of Saul alone, “thélatjourneyed with
him....seeing no man.” (Acts 9:7.) The men that were Daniel did not see the
gloriousbeing he describebut a greatear“fell on them and they ran and
hid themselves.” Again, this same gtus being declares: (Danidl0:13)
“The prince of Persiavithstood me one and twenty daysDaniel, the
man greatly beloved” othe Lord, falls as deadoefore thisone whom
Persia’s prince withstands one and twetdys! How is this? Surely, He
did not appear imglory to the prince; no; either He waisvisibly present
with him, or else He appearada man.

But Christ is also a spiritual body since Hesurrection. During the forty
days of His presence before ascension,apgeared some seven or eight
times to Hisdisciples;,where was He theeminder ofthetime?Present, but
invisible. Notice, also, that in eaghstance He is said to haappeared or
He showed Himselflanguage never used ldim before His change from a
natural to a spiritual bodynow asangels Heappeared Not only so, but
He
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appeared in different bodies: #se gardener tdMary; “after that, He
appeared in anotheFORM, to two of them as they went into the country.:
(Mark 16:12.) Afterwards He appeared in a body, eitheiséime orlike
the onecrucified, havingthe marks of the spear and thails. “He came
andstood intheir midst, thedoors being shut On these various occasions
He appeared talked with them, thewanishedout of their sight as the
wind; they could not tell whence He camaor whither He went. “So is
everyonethat isborn of the spirit.” When we are born of the spi(at the
resurrection) we can do so alsall spiritual beings exhibit this same
power. ButJesus said: “handime;for a spirit pneumé hat notflesh and
bones, as ye see me have” andattewith them.True, | believeit. So did
theangels pneumé (Heb. 1:7), appeaas menn fleshandbonesthey ate
also; their spiritual bodies didot eat, nor wer¢hey flesh and bones, but
the body in which thegppearedwasflesh, and it ateThedisciples did not
see Christ’s glorious spiritual bodgut as Heappearedin a fleshlybody.
St. Paul teaches udistinctly that Christ was raised from the dead a life-
giving spirit, [pneuma the same word used byour Lord.] (I Cor.
15:44,45). Butwhere did Heget thevarious bodies in which heppeared?

| cannot answer yolgut | believe, as you do also, otlteings which we
cannot understand. | cannot understéwod that grain of wheatgrows.
Yet | know it does. | know natow Christ turned thaevater intowine, or
healedthe sick, or raised the deadet | believethat Hedid these things.
Can you
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tell me where Hegot the clothes Havore afterHis resurrection?They

partedHis raiment among them, aridr His vesture theycast lots™—the
old were gone, and tHmen clothslay in the sepulchre. Is it momdifficult

for spiritual beings, with theipowers, to create eovering offleshthan a
covering of cloth? No; the same power can and did do both.

Thus we have found Christ’s spiritual body likeose ofangels; glorious,
yet invisible to mortalswith power tomanifestthe glory, or appear as a
man or in any form He maghoose. In the resurrection \sbkall be like the
angels; andlike unto Christ’s glorious body.” Weshall be like Him; for
[not ‘til then] we shall see Him dde is” for though we have known Christ
after theflesh yet now henceforth know wkEim no more.” [after the
flesh.] (Il Cor. 5:16.) Such apiritual beingwas Christ, at théme of His
ascension, and with what we have learnethef powers of thaspiritual
body, we are now, we hope, prepared to enquire:

‘HOW WILL HE COME AGAIN?”

Briefly stated, webelievethe scriptures to teach, that, lis coming and
for a time after He has come, He will remaimvisible; afterward
manifesting or showingdimself in judgments and various forms, soat
“every eye shall see Him.”*

* This scripture doesot necessarilyteach thaevery eyewill seeHim at
the same momentA similar statement is made dhe ResurrectionAll
that are intheir graves hear the voice of tBen ofMan and come forth.”
Taken byitself this seems tteach of the resurrectiaul at once Yet we
learn that “Blessed andholy are all they that have part inthe first
resurrection.” So all shall be cognizant of His presence though not all at the
same moment. “He will be revealed filaming fire taking vengeance:”
whether this refers tdhe “fire of His jealousy—wrath—by which the
whole earth is to be devoured,” (Zeph. 1:18 8r®) or anappearing in a
visible flame aghe angelappeared to Moses in the bushnd clear. We
incline to the former.
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“Every eye shallseeHim” as He will appear but “without holiness no
man shall see the Lotcs He is. “WeshallseeHim as He is for we shall
belike HIm.”

SOME OF THE SCRIPTURE PROOF.

“Behold, | come as a thief” ihhe way He frequentlyspoke ofHis coming
to His disciples. He comes “as a thiédt the church—thevaiting virgins;
both “they that sleep in Jesus”—the first resurrection—and ‘wieo are
alive and remain.™shall becaught up to meet the Lord in the; soshall
we ever be with the Lord.”

“Forever with the Lord,

Amen, so let it be;

Life from the dead is in that word,
‘Tis immortality.”

“In that day two shall be inthe mill, two in the field,two in bed; one be
taken and thether left'—like Enoch, who “was not, for theord took
him.” The world will go on with its affairs, unconscious dhe great
changes of dispensatiddut will theynot missthe church? Sanany?Nay,
but sofew of the church. It i®nly the overcomerghat sit on the throne. It
is but a fittle flock to whom it is the



41

Father's pleasure to givine Kingdom.” Theseare “the Temple;” these
“the Bride;” “these followthe Lamb whithersoever He goeth;” “these are
redeemedrom amongmen, andare afirst fruit unto Godand theLamb.”
(Rev. 14:6.) These hawbeyed the Masterimjunction: “Take heed, least
your hearts be overcharged with the carethisflife, and sathatday come
upon youunawares for as a snarshall it come uporall them[who are
over-charged] thadwell uponthe face ofthe whole earth.” (Luke 21:35.)
These aredccountedworthy to escapall these things (“the day efrath
on the world;” “thetime of trouble such as wasot sincethere was a
nation”)—They “stand before the son mwfan.” But there arenumbers of
overcharged christiangho will not be counted wdny to escape (caught
up to meet Him)servants, buhot overcoming servantsjot hypocrites,
but “they shall haveheir portion with the hypocritesThey didnot build
“with gold, silver, preciousstones,” and donot have the abundant
entrance; but they built upon theck and “themselveshall besaved, as by
fire.” Many will be purified oftheir dross irthatfire. “Whenthe judgments
of the Lord are abroad in the earth, thikabitants othe world will learn
righteousness.”

These, doubtless, constitutepart of the “greattompanythat no man
could number,” whd'‘come upout of [ek, after] greatribulation.” This
countless company is not the “little flock,” “the templegr dothey “sit in
the throne,” but theséserve God in His temple,” andare around the
throne;
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these Washedheir robes,” (Rev. 7:9-17) while the “little flock” havehite
robes grantedr given to them, Christ'sghteousness. (Rev. 19:8) No;
the “little flock,”—the bride,—is a very select companjhere will be so
few taken from the present generation tthety will not bemuch missed.
True, thefoolish virgins will missthem; (virgins, undefiledput notwise);
they will recognize the fadhat the others have gone into tmarriage,
when they saylord, Lord, open unto us.” BuEhrist hasbut one bride
the door to thatmarriage is forever closed. Christian brethren knibw,
but theworld will not believe intranslation; and in théme of trouble
which follows the takingaway of the “salt of the earth,” newspaper
reporters will havelittle difficulty in accounting plausibly for their
disappearance; for “notnany great, wise, rich, or mighty, hath God
chosen, but the poor of this world, rich faitkeirs of the kingdorh

The second adveniike the first, covers a period dime, and isnot the
event of a moment. The first lastadarlythirty-four years; andhe events
connected with it —His birth, baptismsorrow death, resurrection, etc., as
mentioned bythe prophetsall took placeat the first advent. The second
advent, as we have seen, lastschlonger. Itincludesthe millennial reign,
and prophecy covedl the prominent features tthatreign. He comes to
reign—must reign until He hgsut downall enemiesthe lastbeingdeath.

(I Cor. 15:25)

In the application of prophecy tdhe events of thdirst advent, we
recognize order. Christ must be the



43

“child born and sorgiven” before “theman of sorrowsand acquainted
with grief.” He mustdie before He couldise from the dead, etc. Saso in
studying prophecy referring the second advent we must recognize order;
we must judge of therdersomewhat by the character of the event. As the
wife is theglory of the husband, so the Bride is tflery of Christ, for “we
arecalled to eternal glory by Christ Jesus;” ard to be “partakers of the
glory that shall berevealed,” (IPeter 5:1-10.pnd as “the gloryhall be
revealed in us (Rom. 8:18.) We know thathrist couldnot come in the
glory of his kingdom[church]until he has firsgathered it from the world,
and in harmony with thishought weread—"WhenHe shall appear, we
also shalbppear with Himin glory.” (Col. 3:4.)

The prophets foretold thsufferings of Chrisfhead and body] and the
glory thatshould follow. If thesufferingswere of thewhole body so is the
glory we suffer withhim that we may balso ‘glorified together’ (Rom.
8:17.) “Enoch prophesieshying—thel.ord comethwith ten thousands of
his saints.” [gr.hagios never translated angel]. (Judlé) Again, (Zach.
14:5) we read—"the Lord my God shall come atidhy saintswith thee”
Thus we learrthat when Heappearsin glory we are with Him, and of
course we must be caught to meet Him before we could appear with Him.

We have further evidence to offer, provithgit Hecomes unknown to the
world; but will attempt to answewo supposed objectiorfgst; viz: “This
same Jesus shall so come in like manner as
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ye have seeidim go into heaven,” (Actsl:11.) and“The Lord himself
shalldescend from heaven with a should, vtk voice of thearch-angel
and the trump of God; and the dead in Chslsllrise.” (I Thes. 4:16)
These texts are supposed to tedwdt Christ will comevisible to every
eye, while the air is rent with the blast of the arch-angel's trumpet; at
which, mid reeling tombstones and opening graves the dead will be
resurrected. Itertainly hashat appearance on the surfaaegd doubtless
was intended to be so understaotil due, [soalso at thdirst advent] but
look at itagain; wouldthat becoming inlike manneras they sawim go?
He didnot gowith the sounding of a trumpet andtward demonstration.
It does notsayyou shall seeHim coming, nor thatany onewould see,
but—He shall socome. Forinstance, the Princémperial of the French
visits Paris under disguise as a civilian; as he leaves Paris his servant says to
you, privately,“this same Princehall socome again in like manner as you
have seemim go fom Paris.” Whether you anyonewill seehim is not
mentioned, simply themanner in which he vl return. You would
understand the servant doubtlessranthat the Pince would come back
privately. If he should return iall the glory of the French Empire, bands
playing, trumpets sounding and cannon roaring, with thousandseldiers

in attendance, you woulday that his servant had either ignorantly or
wilfully misinformedyou. OurPrince leftthe glory which he had with the
Father, madehimself of noreputation,took uponHim the form of a
servant, etc.



45

When He visited us He went away unglorified; HKirvant, theangel,
said—"He shall socome in like manner.” When he arrives it will be
privately. He comes to organize usheskingdom; toset us up. Heomes

to be glorified in hisaints inthatday. (Il Thes. 1:10.) The world saw him

not after His resurrection, they didot seehim ascend. As He said, “yet a
little while and the world seeth me no moragr will they seehim at the
second advenintil His church isgathered, fofwhen he shalappearwe
alsoshallappearwith him.” What then does the trumpaean?.et us see.

We are to be rewarded “at the resurrection,” swgely will not be
rewarded twice nor resurrected twice. We conclude, therefore, that the
“Trump of God,” (I Thes. 4:16and the “Last Trump,” (Cor. 15:52)) are

the same, differently expressed; the same events are mentioned as occurring
at each, viz.the resurrection and reward of the saints, and forséimee
reasons webelieve the “Trump of God” and “Last Trump” to be the
“Seventh Trump” of Rev. 11:15-18. Under it also the dead are judged and
the prophets andaints rewarded. Therefotee “Seventh Trump” is the
“Trump of God,” and the “Last Trump.”

These trumpetsvidently are the samebut what? The seventh angel
sounded A sound on theair? No, not any more than thesix which
preceded itThey are eachsaid tosound, and Sir Isaadewton, Clarke,
and all commentators of note agree that five
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or six ofthese trumpets are in the paskhey have beefulfilled in events
upon the Earth, eactovering a period of time. Thegertainly must all
sound before the resurrection, for that is under the seventh. It isdaytbe
(symbolic time, all the other features agenbolic yars) of the sounding of
the seventlangel, when hehall begin tasound[or fore part] themystery
[Gospel Church] of God shall be finished.

If the Seventh trump were taake a sound otie air, it wouldnot only be
out of harmony withthe othersix of the series, but alswith all of God'’s
pastdealings withthe children of menThat it covers “the greatay of His
wrath,” thetime of judgments upothe kingdoms ofthe world and of the
pouringout ofthe “seven vials” of Hiswrath, the‘time of trouble such as
was not sincethere was a nationseems more than probabfer we are
told in the same sentence of the wrath of God coming on the nations.

Each of these trumpets are sounded bgragel,i.e., the eventsnentioned
are directed or controlled by amgel; hence might well be said to be their
voce. We know thasigns speak, anthat sometimeseventsor “actions,
speaklouder thanwords” Of the names othe angels directinghe first six

of the series we know nothing, but Paul seems to teach

* The writer believesthat we are nowiving under the sounding of the
Sevenththat it has been sounding for more than thirty years, and continues
during thetime of trouble, anduntil the Kingdom ofthe Lord isUniversal
Empire.
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that theSeventh is under the control of taech-ange] and this seems to
bring a connection between ttime of wrath under the seventh trump, and
the “time of trouble” of Dan. 12:1, undéMichael;” for Judeinforms us
thatMichael, is the arch-angeVerse 2 connects this withe resurrection
also.

We see then, that theounding of the trumpets, and soming in like
manner, donot conflict but rather add force to the fact that Eemes
“unawares,” “as a thief’ and steals away frtime worldHis treasure, His
jewels;” remembetoo thatthis is Christthe spiritual body,that could not
be seen without aniracle, hat was presentet unseen during thirty-three
days after his resurrection.

But will the world not see the saints when gathered or gatheltay?hey

are changedin the twinkling of an eye) fromNatural to spiritual bodies,
like unto Christ’s glorious body, andilvbe as invisible as Hand angels.
But those whoarise from their graves?—No, they were sown (buried)
natural bodies, thegre raisepiritual bodies—avisible Won’t the world
see the graves open and tombstones thrown dowrspirkual body
(remember weare comparingspiritual things with spirituahot natural)
comingout of the gravewill not make anymore of a hole inthe ground
than Christ’s spiritual body made tine doorwhen “He came andtood in
their midst, the doors being shut.”

* It shouldnot be forgotten thainly the church is raisespiritual bodies,
all others, natural fleshly bodies as Lazarus, &c.
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THE PRESENCE OF CHRIST BEFORE THE RAPTURE
OF THE CHURCH

Christ’s personal presence amdhistry ofthree and dnalf years athefirst
advent, He terms—The harvest It was theharvesting ofthe Jewish or

Law age. Christ was present as tigef reaper. His disciples asinder-
reapers; theiwork was the gathering of wheat into thggher or Gospel
dispensation;—that harvest ceased at ditiath, and was the end tbfat

age. Jesusaid to His disciples, “Lift ugyour eyes andook on thefields,

for theyare whitealready to harvest.” “I sent you teap that whereon ye
bestowed no labor, othenen havelabored [the prophets] and ye are
entered into their labors” (John 4:38.) Thias work wasnot general, nor

to the world we might presume from the fact that He confined His labors to
Judea, but it is settlebeyond doubt by thecommission given to the
disciples, viz: Gmot into theway of the Gentiles and int@ny city of the
Samaritans enter yet ndut go ye rather to the losheep of the house of
Israel, (Matt. 10:5) for “I am not sent save to the lost sheep of the house of
Israel,” and the work to them did not cease until five days before His death,
when heroad on thass into theity, wept over it, gavéhem up andheir
housewas leftunto them desolate. Where God'’s favoward them as a
nation ceased, it began toward the world (Rom. 11:30) for “Jesus Christ by
the grace of God tasted death &wery man,” and aftedis resurrection

He sends the disciples to “preach the Gospel to every nation.”



49

But it is nolonger a harvest; the church doest reap but sows theeed.
Paul plants, Appollosvaters, Godjives increase, et®ut there is to be a
harvest in the end dhis age, asllustrated in theparable otthe tares and
wheat, andaughtin the explanation othe same. Noticéhat both wheat
and tares, are in thkingdom of heaven,—-the church—-atidat this
parable, as also thathersix of the series, refensot to thenon-professing
world, but to two classes in the church.

The Son of Man planted the church pualégoodseed. During theays of
the Apostles there werspecial “gifts ofthe Spirit” such asdiscerning of
spirits, etc.,” by which they were able poeventtaresgetting in among the
wheat—hypocrites getting into the church. (Instancgédr. 5:3.—"Simon
Magus”—"Anannias and Sapphiraétc.) butwhen the Apostles were
dead,“while men slept’—the enemlyegan tasow taresamong the wheat.
Paul sayghat themystery of iniquityhad begun tavork even in hisday;
now, theygrow side by side irall our churchesShall weseparate them,
Lord? No, (we might make some mistake, pull wheat andeavetares.)
“let both grow togetheuntil the Harvest (Matt. 13.) The harvest is the
end of the world” &ion, age] In thetime of harvest will sayunto the
reapers,—the reapers are the angels—"gathgetherjust the tares, and
bind them in bundle® burn them; but gather the wheat into my barn.”

Notice, this Harvestis the end othis age, yet, like the onending, the
Jewish age, it is a period of
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time,—"In thetime of harvest."—secondly there is order,—"gathiest

the tares.” There M come a time, then, ithe end ofthis age,when the
reapers—angels—ilvbe present doing some sort of a separawagk in

the church; and yet it is amvisible presence, for whehe wheat is
gathered (after thbinding of the tares)—translatedyhen we which are
alive are caught up to meet the Lord—when taken #neyn the fieldmill

and bed; would they be so engaged if they had seen angelsajmng
gathering tares? No: it is an invisible work, done by beings invisible without
a miracle.

Again, beforethe living are gathered, thdead in Christmust have risen,
whether it be but amoment before; “the dead in Christ risest, thenwe
which arealive, &c.” (I Thess. 4:16.Yhis harvest isiot of theliving only,
but also of “the dead in Christ"—"thogbat sleep in Jesus.” Thangels
gather thdiving, but our Lord, who is thehiefreaper here, (as He was in
the Jewishharvest) gathers or raistee dead. “I willraisehim up;” “I am
the resurrection and thige;” and in harmony with thithought the harvest
is brought to oumotice in Rev. 14:15—:One likento the Son ofman,
seated on a cloud,” reaps the earth, Here, two harvestso @arts of one
harvest, are shown, the secdmngthe casting of the&ine of the earth
into the wine-press dflis wrath: doubtlesshe parallel tothe burning of
the bundledtares(time of trouble) aftethe wheat is gathered. Tlspecial
point towhich your attention ixalled, however, ithe fact that théarvest
will go on without outward
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THE PRESENCE (PAROUSIA) OF CHRIST.

Somemay haveconfoundedour remarks on the presence of Christ in a
spiritual body, withthe presence of thepirit of Christ;but they are quite
distinct. The latter never lethe church; consequently that sense He
couldnot “come again.” Of His spiritual presence He séid, | am with
you always, evemnto theend of the world.” We refer to the personal
presence which did go away, and will come again,—a spibt@y

The Greekword generally used in referring tothe second advent—
Parousia frequently translatedcoming—invariably signifies personal
presenceas havingome, arrived* and neveignifies tobe on the wayas
we use the wordoming This fact is recognized byanywho arelooking
for the Lord, but the error undahichthe church irgeneral is laboring, is
that of supposinghat presencenpliessight, manifestation, appearance. In
the Greek, however, other words are useexjaress revelation, appearing
and manifestation, vizaghaneroe—rendered shall appear in “when Bieall
appear, &c.,"—andpokalupsis*—rendered,shall berevealed—II Thess.
1:7.

*  “The emphatic Diaglott,” avery popular translation from the New
Testament fromGriesbachh we believe makes n@&xception, always
translating this word Parousia—presence.

** A ministering brother in the M. E. churchas just called mattention
to the following facts especially interesting teeadersfamiliar with the
Greek: Apokalupto is formed from
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“Whenthe LordJesusshall berevealed.’But we haveChrist's ownwords
to prove that He W be present in the world, and the world will know not
of it. Matt. 24:37. We readAs the days ofNoah were sshall also the
parousia(presence) of the Son ofanbe.” The presence of Christ is not
compared to the flood, but to thlays ofNoah, thedaysthat werebefore
the flood, as verse 38 shows; as then they ate, drank, married, etc., and

(footnote continued from page)51

the verbkaluptg—which means tover, conceal,—compounded with the
prepositionapo. i.e., apokalupto; it means, | uncover, | reveal. In the
middle voice it signifies,I uncover or reveal myselReferences: Luke
17:30,—middle voice,—"when the son ahan uncovers or reveals
himself.” If it is claimed thathe verb here is in thpassive voice, itloes
not alter the argumenany, for then we should read, as aur version,
“when the son ofman isuncovered or revealed.” The ideathe same in
either case, viz.: something covered upneisible, ispresent and haseen
present for some timegut now it is uncovered or revealed. So in the
following referencesMatt. 10:26—here both the sple and compound
form is used: “There is nothing covere#aluptg that shall not be
uncovered dpokaluptg.” Matt. 11:27; 1Cor. 2:10; Gal. 3:23; Eph. 3:5; I
Thes. 2:3,6,8. Ithis last passage it will be noticdtht theman of sin is in
existence, and just as much “teen of perdition” before as after he is
uncovered or revealedBut the day comes when he is stripped of his
disguise the sheepskin isremoved, and he is shown to be a wolf; he is
uncovered, revealed.

The ordinaryword used for come, in the Greek,askomaj meaning |
come. It occurs over three hundrmes inthe New Testament. But the
word ako, also translated come, has a different meaningsighifies
completed action, asam come, am here, am arrived/ith this inmind,
examineMatt. 24:50:—The lord of thafevil] servantshall come [shall
have come] in a day when lmoketh not forhim, and in an houthat he is
not aware of.”Also, in Luke 12:46. These servants asging myLord
delayeth. There is nlearm in this so long as H¥esdelay, but therewill
come a time when He



53

knew not so shall also the presence of 8en ofmanbe. Theresemblance
here mentioned that of not knowing—they will not know of the presence
of Christ. Theymay have beewicked then, and doubtless were and may
be similarly wicked in His presencdyut wickedness isiot the point of
comparison, as then thejeadrank, married—proper enoutihings to be
doing, not sins; so shall it be ilChrist's presenceNow, look atLuke
17:26."As it was in thedays ofNoah soshall it bealso in thedays of the
Son ofman.” Verse 2%ells how it was in thedays of Noah; they were
eating, drinking, marryingetc. “Soshall it bein the daysof the son of
man.” Surelythe days ofthe son oimanare notbefore His daysanymore
than thedays of Henry Clayould be days before he whsrn. No; the
more weexaminethe more we areonvincedthat the world will go on as
usual, and know not, until “the harvest is past, the summer ended, and

(footnote continued from page)52

no longer delays, antie servant wheays He delays is called wicked. For
“yet a little while, and He that shall comeerkomaj will come—aka, shall
have come) and will not [longer] tarry.” Heb. 10:37.

Another brother, also of the M. E. church, and for several years a professor
in one of theirprincipal colleges, being convenient to me, | called his
attention to the above. Aftexaminingthe textcritically, heendorsed the
above rendering, remarkirthat it wasvery peculiar; then happening to
glance athe 46th verse dflatt. 24 hecalled myattention to the fact that

the word there translatedmethis elthoy and signifiesafter He has come
Read verses 45 and 46 with thi®ught inmind. Is it possibléhat there

will be faithful servants giving meat in due seaafter the Lordhas come?

It is so statedand atthat same timethe evil servant wilhot be aware of

His presence, (verse 50).
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they are not in the ark, nowith the little flock “accounted wahy to
escape.” There will be no outward demonstration of the seadwuent
having begun, and Christ being present, ukie church is gathered,
whenever it takes place—soon, or in the distant future.

CHAPTER III
THE KINGDOM OF GOD

The Scriptures everywhere recognize the church as the kingdom. The
kingdom of heaven is likened to “Ten Virgins,” to “Wheat diagles,” to a

net in which are caught both good and bésh, etc. These figures or
parables represetite church in the presetitme, good and bad mixed, in

the nominal church of Christ; they so continue to repredietkingdom

until the end ofthis age, [world] the “harvesttime, thenthe wise and
foolish virgins, good and batsh, and wheat and tares are separatéis
kingdom isnow “subject tothe powers (governmentsngdoms)thatbe,”

for “the powers that be are ordained of God.” This kingdom has promise of
all authority and power, and the time will come when “The kingdom (ruling
power) under thevhole heavenshall be given tdhe people of theaints

of the MostHigh, and theyshall possess it forever.” “The little flock” to
whom “it isthe Father's good pleasure gwve the kingdom” isnow being

tried, being madeerfect througlsuffering, being pregred by contacwith
suffering andsin for the position towhich theyare to be exaltedhat as
“kings andpriests” theymay be able to sympathizgth those ovemwhom

in the millennial



55

age theyare called to rule. Weare to bejoint heirs with Christ in His
kingdom andhrone, and cannot enter upouar reign until “Hetakes His
great powernd reigns.” That wilhot beuntil the end of the world aage;

for Jesus saysMy kingdom isnot ofthis world,” “The devil is the prince

of this world.” Christ's kingdom andurs is of the nexage; then “the Son

of man shalkit on the throne dflis glory.” Now He is“seated at the right
hand of God,” “sat dowmith the Father oidis throne” The setting up of
thekingdom isour separation from the worldipolish virgins andares; the
glorifying of the wheat which then shines forth as the sun. But how will this
kingdom ruleover the worldWill it have Jerusalenfor its capital or seat

of empire? Will Christ sit in Jerusalem upothe throne ofDavid?
“Jerusalem shall beebuilt upon her old heaps astire former time,1srael

is notand never again ilvbe “the kingdom ofGod.” Theywere once, but

it was taken from them arglven toanother peopleshildren of Abraham

by faith—the church. Under the sounding of the seventh truadpéte
kingdoms ofthe world (now under the control of Satapgcome the
“kingdoms of our Lord.” (They pass intahe possessiorof Christ and
under the rule oMHis kingdom—thedevil being bound.)— Rev. 20:2.
Israel, with their capital at Jerusalem, will doubtless be chief of these fleshly
nations, but it will no more be thii¢eavenly kingdorthan they.

Jesus says unlessran beborn again, born ahe Spirit, he cannaeethe
kingdom ofGod neither enter into it. (JohBt3-5.) Thekingdom of heaven
is a spiritual kingdom andannot be seen mortalsy more than Satan’s
kingdom at the present time. We
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never see Satan’s kingdamor his throne, but weealize itspower. This
accords withour Lord’s statement when He was demanded of the
Pharisees whethe kingdom ofGod should come. He answered asaid
unto them: thekingdom of God comethnot with observation, [margin,
outward show]neithershall they say,Lo. here! orLo, there! Forbehold
the kingdom of God iswithin you [in your midst.]—certainlynot in the
hearts of those Pharisees. Thiagdom will be present irthe world,
controlling it, yet unseerHow, then,can Christ sit upon the throne of
David? None will argue that the throne of Dawidhich iscast down and is
to be raisedyp, meanghe pieces ofwood, etc., orwhich Davidsat.What
then? The word throne is there used as the representative of power—ruling
authority. (we use it so to-day). When Go#lisgdom was orthe fleshly
plane, DavidepresentedHim. The throne was then the Lord’s afizhavid
sat upon the throne of thengdom ofthe Lord.” So also ohis son it is
written. “Solomon sat upon the throne of the Lord in the roomsdather
David.” It is not thepiece ofwood that ishere referredo; words are but
symbols torepresent ideas. The one here represestdatiat the control
once vested in David, afterward throdown, [removed] and thaffairs of
the earthgiven into the hands ofthe Gentiles, (Luke21:24) is to be
restored in Christ, on a&igher plane: firstthe natural, afterward, the
spiritual, seems to be God’s order in everything.

Jerusalem, when rebuilt, willot be thekingdom of God; forall, whether
born again onot, could see it. It would have outward showenwould
say: Lo, here! antlo, there!The heavenly city Jerusaletself isthe bride,
the church. Come hither and I will show thee thddy and He showed me
the "Holy Jerusaleni In Scripture acity is frequently used ake symbol
of a
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government or institution. (See Isa. 14:31; Jer. 33:5-7; Rev. 11:2; 14:8;
16:19; 17:18)

But will the worldnot see Christ orHis throne when theghall “say to the
mountains and rocks fall on us and hide us fronfabe ofHim that sitteth
upon the throne and from the wrath of tteemb;for the greaday of his
wrath is come.” Will they see nothing? “The day of ltloed so cometh [on
the world andoolish virgins] as a thief’—anare. The class here referred
to are represented ascognizingthe fact, thatthe greatday of Hiswrath
has come,the time of trouble; theynow realizeit. “He shall be revealed
[to them] inflaming fire, [terrible judgments] taking vengeanedc.” What
sort of rocksand mountains do you suppose this will pray to Halleon
them—Iliteral mountains™o; few saints havethe faith to pray for
mountains to fall, whilehe wicked haveot faith to prayfor small things;
besides what would we think ofrmanwho wanted tadie and couldhink

of no more simple method than to be crushed by a moulatrthese do
not seek destruction: they want to bevered—protected—in thigime of
trouble—day of wrath—"when everyan’s hand is againsis neighbor,”
when “the mountains [kingdomale movedut oftheir places: for “all the
kingdoms [mountainsihat are upon théace ofthe earthshall bethrown
down.” Themountains [kingdomsghall meltand flow down like waxat
the presenceof the Lord. During thetime of commotion and general
national destructiorthe “dashing in pieces” of governmentagn will seek
protection—covering—hiding in thgreat and strongkingdoms of the
world. Men will saythere is GreaBritain, Russia, etcthey are strong,
they protecttheir citizens, let us become citizens of such. They will seek
hiding, also, in suchgreat rocks ofvorldly society as Free Masonry, Odd
Fellowship, etc., but none of these
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(can protectfully) shall be able to delivethem in theday ofthe Lord’s
anger. Every mountaishall bemovedout of its place. Then the “stone
[church] becomes great mantain andfills the whole earth.’Although
invisible it will be real; for, as Paubkays, “the thingsvhich are seenare
temporal, but théhingsthat arenot seerare eternal. Iwill be a peaceful
kingdom: for “He maketh wars to ceaseto theends of the earth” Peace
is established on aure basis, bythe breaking in pieces othe worldly
governments. “Everynan maythen sit undehis own vine and fig tree,
with none to molest or make him afraid.”

“Now the world is full of suffering,
Sounds of the woe fall on my ears,
Sights of wretchedness and sorrow
Fill my eyes with pitying tears;

‘Tis the earth’s dark night of weeping,

Wrong and evil triumph now;
| can wait, for just before me
Beams the morning’s roseate glow.”

If this is the character of theingdom of God, spirituainvisible, how can
we be “kings angbriests,” or inany wayteach or miister tothe world? If
we are ofthis highorder ofbeings, spiritual, glorious, like Chriggen in
the fleshwould fall before us, as Saubanieland John did before glorious
beings. True; but as in past agemgels, when it was necessary, appeared
as menunder the veil of thélesh, (Heb. 10:20) so we in the next agé
appear to men. Nownd in the past agesigels have beethme ministers,
(Heb. 1:14) but “unto thangelshat He not put irsubjectionthe world to
come, (Heb. 2:5) but untGhrist,” head and body. (Compare Rev. 2:27,
Psalm2:8 and8:4.) Moses, as a type of Chridtustrates this. Thdirst
tables of the law were broken in pieces, and now a second wagitehe
When Moses with two tables came down the mountain,
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from the presence of the Lordis faceshone, so that the people could not
look at him. Afterward heput on aveil: then they came tdim, he
conversed with them and delivered to théme law of God. Afterward
when he talked with the people were theveil, butwhen he went into the
Lord’s presence hkaid it off. (Exod. 34:30.) Moses was timeinister in
the type. We are thministers ofthe new covenant—the antitype. If the
type “was glorious, hovshall not theministration ofthe spirit be rather
[more] glorious?(ll Cor. 3:9). As hedid so will wedo. When ministering

to and teaching the people we will weareal,—"the flesh”—the glorious
body will be covered, tho veil oflesh seen. We will appeass men but
when we go intdhe presence of the Lord vey it off—"enter intothat
within [beyond]theveil” As in the type, Moseérst appeared in glory, and
the peopletrembled and fearedso, during this time oftrouble. which
introduces the New Law, New Age, thallennium, therewill be outward
manifestations othe powerand glory ofthe newkingdom;” at which“all
faces shall gather paleness, and their knees shall smite one against another.”

“He’ll rule the world with truth and grace
And make the nations prove

The glories of His righteousness

and wonders of His love.”
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CHAPTER IV
WHAT | SAY UNTO ONE | SAY UNTO ALL, WATCH.

The positions taken weelieve to bestrong.They commend themselves as
strong tothinking christians because thfe vast amount of scriptumhich
favor them. Because they harmonize what has beemdany minds
contradictory statements and teachings in Bigle; show aharmony
between the character &fod and his works; anddisplay Hisattributes,
mercy, justice, love, etcto perfection. Wdelieve thathe real object of
the second advent has been presented.

The manner we think equally well established, whether it be an event of our
lifetime or not. But for the church to be lefithout light on soimportant a
subject, would seem strange, wouldnidt? It would be contrary to
precedent. Noah knew of the floddyt of thefire, etc. Theymaynot have

know of DAY AND HOUR, butthey certainly had some knowledge of the
nearness of the events before they came. Are we who expect to be gathered
utterly at sea without means of knowiagythingwhatever about thieme?

Did Jesusnot say, that day shouldnot come upon those who watched,
unawares? [without their knowing]. He did; but he aam “yeknow not
whenthetime is;what | sayunto one Isayuntoall, watch!” Yes, butshall

we suppose that He meant watch, because ylbmever know or because
you know not? Watclhat you mayknow. Let us look at the strongest of
this class of texts; “Othat day andhour knoweth no man; no not the
angels in heaven; neither the Son, but my Fathlsr Watch yeherefore.”

Now notice: Thisdoes not read of thatay andhour noman shallever
know—Dbut nomanknoweth Jesus saithat Hehimselfdid not knowthen

will he never knowuntil he comes®Vill he not know the houbefore he
comes—at least? (The writeloes notthink the day or hour of our
translationis or
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will be known; butbelievesthe scriptures to teach that we will have a
general knowledgef our whereabouts beforthat event occurs, if we are
walking inthelight which shines fronthe word). Let us look at Bro. B's
illustration of

THE BESIEGED FORT.

The fort is besieged. ThHéeneral commandinipe attacksendsvord to all
non-combatantdiving in and dangerously near that as he is about to
undermine and blow uphe fort; they must remove ortake the
consequence®ut it will require some time to accomplishe work. He
thereforegives them certaisignals by which theynay know, andsays: |
will display ablue signal whetthe excavation is complete; a red avigen
the powder is properly arranged; amchen the fuses are hid and
everything ready, a greaignal;and yemay know that at four o’clock of
that day, theexplosionwill occur. But of thaday andhour knoweth no
man; no not theengineersvho will do the work, nomyself; God alone
knows the future. What$ayunto one Isayunto all, watch, for ye know
not when the time is. Now whatwould those people fool forRot the
explosion—but thesignals. Didthe General mearfor them to watch
because they could nevénow, or in order thatthey might know?
Undoubtedly thdatter. So ourcaptain told us to watciNot to watch the
sky, but our chart*We have amore sure word oprophecy towhich we
do well to take heed as unto a light that shineth in a dark place until the day
dawn,” says eter. Now,hear Paul: turn to and readrefully, I Thes. 5:1-
9; try todistinguish betweethe church and the world; ye and you they
and them. “Ye brethen knovdt theday ofthe Lord so cometh asthief
in the night [on all? No, on theworld andovercharged servant}l—when
theyshall say peace and safety, then sudden destruction cometthepon
The next clause tellsow suddenNot sudden like dlash of lightning, but
as—andheyshall not escape.

“But ye brethren ar@ot in darknesshatthat dayshould overtakgou as a
thief.” Although in the presence of the
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Son of man the world will not know, yet the church, ye brethren, are
expected to knownot from outwardsign but from thelight shiningupon
the pathway. Our Father undertakesguimishthelight as fast as it idue,
but we must walk in it if we would not be in darkness.

The day ofthe Lord isfrequently referred to as a snaret@p intowhich
those withoutlight go unawaresAs a thiefit comes stealthilyBut some
think as a thief means suddenly; we thimit, but if it doesthen “ye
brethen ar@ot indarknesghat thatday should come upon ysuddenly’
When Jesus said: “therefore thowshaltnot watch, thowshaltnot know
what hour | will come upon thee.” $seems athough he meant, if you are
watching you shall know. Does it not?

But it is not myobject in this pamphlet to call your attention maiy to
the TIME of the second advent than | have abovenswering some of
the chief objections ttheinvestigation of it. (Those interested knowing
theevidences as tthetime, | would refer tdr. N. H. Barbour, editor of
the “Herald of the Morning.” RochesterN.Y.) | simply add that | am
deeply impressed and thimot without goodscriptural evidencethat the
Master is come and is noiuspectingthe guests to the marriag@Matt.
22:11). That thdnarvestis progressing , the separatecaay moment, the
wise virgins go intothe marriage, and thdoor to the high calling be
forever shut.

Even theoutwardsigns seen bthe worldseem to point tahe fact that a
greatdispensational changeay benear. From their stand point tlhest
century would seem to libe “day of [God’s] preparation.” Improvements
and inventiongprogress as never beforélow we arebeginning to realize
that thesanventions, which in and of themselvase blessingsare, under
present conditions of society, a curse. Eveachinemade, after a certain
limit, tends to decrease tldemand for eacimechanic’s labor; supply and
demand regulatethe wages he receives. To-day therengloyment for
less than three-forths of the industrial labor of this as well
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as other lands, and even this number averaghatiuime; what will it be a
few years hence? Thmophet,describingthetime of troubleimpliesthat it
will be brought about byack of employment. “Thershall be no hire for
man nor hire for beast, every man’s hand against his neighbor,” etc.

Yet all these thingsvhich tend to decrease theecessity of manuahbor,
and many more, yet undeveloped or unknowsil in the millennial age
minister tothe comforts andecessities othe world. In fact,humanly
speakinghe Millennial Era would be ammpossibility without them.When
the kingdom isthe Lord’s, right angustice wil hold the reins, oppression
and strikes wilalike give place to equityrhese inventions will based for
the benefitnot alone of a clasbut of the wholetheywill servenot merely
to the accumulation of dollarshut to theintellectual enrichment of all
classes, and “all shall know the Lord from the least to the greatest.”

Beloved, if it now fillsour hearts to overflowing even to think thfe many,

great, exceeding precious promises madethe bride, what will the
realization of them be? Theyl centre in and have thdulfiiment when we
shall be like Himand seeHim as Heis. Theseare “goodtidings ofgreat

joy whichshall beto all people” (Luke 2:11).

Reader, are you Christ's servant?sld, areyou a faithful, watching
servant? Are youwbuilding on Christ, the rock? Ifso, with what? Gold,
silver, precioustones, or woodnd stubble? Are you\argin? a wise or a
foolish one?You wascalled and acceed to run a race; so run that you
may obtain. The Master saitho him that overcometh” therize shall be.
Surely,thatprize could be no greater; it is the grandbst even God can
offer; to make us Hisons andyive us a joint-heirship with ChrisLike
Paul, let us courdll things as loss andross,while we press toward the
mark for the prize of our high calling.

What can you doBelieve Hisword; walk in thdight which shines from it;

live up to whatyou have and look for more. It wilanctify you;set you
apart; separate you from the world; your thoughts, your talents, your
influence and your purse. This is the Lord’s rule for our sanctification:
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“Sanctify themthroughThy truth: Thy word is truth.” Ifyou fully realize
how selecthis “little flock” is, andhow desirable a matter it is to attain it,
your thought Wi probably be, itoo high for me; | amunworthy; | have
never doneanything to merit suchigh honors. Brother, sister, thevall
not be one of thabride companythere because they merited it, nor
because of theiworks. Their robes ar@ot their righteousness; they could
not appear in thoselhe wedding garment is Christ's righteousness—
imputed—qgivenunto usbecause of faith. We mustelieve God if we
would be accepted. “Withoutith it is impossible to pleas&od.” We
must come tddim aslittle children, anxious t&now and ddHis will if we
would enter the kingdom.

The overcomingvhich isrewarded with aeatwith Him on Histhrone, is
not of works but offaith. “This isthe victorythat overcometh the world,
even your faith.” | wouldhot speakdisparagingly ofwvorks, except athe
ground of our acceptancd fountain orliving stream must have an outlet;
living faith will always produce works. We do naerve God to merit
eternallife, but accepting it oHim as afree gift, and realizing Hioving
kindness, we desire to expressr thanks andind an outlet, notonly in
speaking His praisbut also indoing thosethings whichare pleasing to
Him.

“Behold | come as a thief: Watch!”

“Ye brethren arenot in darkness, that thatay shouldovertake you as a
thief!”

“Take heed leastour hearts bevercharged with the cares tfis life and
so that day come upon yomawares’

“If thou shaltnot watchthou shalthot knowwhat hour | will come.”
Those whomay wish toobtain this pamphlet, for distribution ale,
should address order to “The Herald of the Morning,” Rochdst¥r, For
terms see cover.
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