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Theocratic Ministry School Review Questions and Official Answers

The TMS Review questions and answers (in bold) appeared in the Watchtower Library 2006 and earlier editions. However, starting with the 2007 edition, the questions only are published.

(To print the QUESTIONS ONLY, go to the km reference in the Watchtower Library.)


This list is missing:

2007 Jan-Feb
2007 Mar-Apr
2007 May-June
2007 Jul-Aug
2009 Mar-Apr

If you have any of the missing official review answers, please share them so this list can be more complete.
da.getmyip@gmail.com



Theocratic Ministry School Review (km 4/89 p.5)
Closed-book review on material covered in Theocratic Ministry School assignments for the weeks of January 2 to April 17, 1989. Use a separate sheet of paper to write down answers to as many of the questions as you can in the time allotted.
[Note: During the written review, only the Bible may be used to answer any question. References that follow the questions are for your personal research. Page and paragraph numbers may not appear on all references to The Watchtower.]
Answer each of the following statements True or False:
 1. The third poem of Lamentations stresses Zion’s hope in God’s mercy and the propriety of waiting for salvation from Jehovah. [si p. 131 par. 10] True.
 2. Jehovah commissioned Ezekiel to serve as a prophet, whether his hearers would heed his prophetic message or not. [si p. 134 par. 9] True.
 3. The mark on the forehead refers to having an intelligent comprehension of the truth. (Ezek. 9:4) [w88 9/15 p. 14 par. 18] False. It refers to evidence that the marked ones are dedicated, baptized Christians who have put on a Christlike personality.
 4. Ezekiel’s being commanded not to display grief at his wife’s death was to show that the Jews would be so stunned at Jerusalem’s destruction that they would be expressionless. [w88 9/15 p. 21 par. 24] True.
 5. Being in the spiritual paradise does not depend upon our own conduct. [w88 9/15 p. 24 pars. 10, 11] False. All in that spiritual paradise must cultivate the fruitage of God’s spirit and keep themselves clean.
 6. Though higher critics of the Bible have called into question the historicalness of Daniel’s book, other Scriptural testimony completely routs their assertions. [w88 12/1 p. 11 par. 5] True.
 7. Ezekiel’s visionary temple proves that pure worship will survive Gog’s attack. (Ezek. 40–44) [Weekly Bible reading; see w88 9/15 p. 26 par. 17.] True.
 8. “Beth-aven” (meaning “House of Hurtfulness”) was used in a derogatory sense for Bethel, which means “House of God.” (Hos. 10:5) [Weekly Bible reading; see w89 3/1.] True.
 9. “Cows of Bashan” referred to the well-fed spiritual condition of Samaria’s inhabitants. (Amos 4:1) [Weekly Bible reading; see w89 4/1.] False. This referred to the luxury-loving women of Samaria who selfishly pushed their husbands to extort money from the poor.
10. The expression “cleanness of teeth” refers to a time of famine, teeth being clean because of there not being anything to eat. (Amos 4:6) [w89 4/1] True.
Answer the following questions:
11. Who is Gog of Magog? (Ezek. 38:2) [Weekly Bible reading; see w88 9/15 p. 25 par. 14.] Gog is Satan the Devil, who received this name after his ouster from heaven.
12. Who were the three prophets that were outstanding during the critical years from 617 to 607 B.C.E., which culminated in the destruction of Jerusalem? [si p. 133 par. 2] Jeremiah, Daniel, and Ezekiel.
13. What is symbolized by the water that flowed from the visionary temple? (Ezek. 47:1-11) [Weekly Bible reading; see w88 9/15 p. 27 par. 20.] This water symbolizes God’s provision for life eternal, including Jesus’ sacrifice.
14. Ezekiel 47:12 indicates that obedient mankind will enjoy what in the new world? [Weekly Bible reading; see w88 9/15 p. 27 par. 21.] In the new world, obedient mankind will enjoy perfect physical and spiritual health.
15. When Daniel interpreted Nebuchadnezzar’s dream, to what conclusion did the king come? (Dan. 2:26, 28, 47) [Weekly Bible reading; see w88 12/1 p. 12 par. 9.] That Jehovah is the one true God.
16. Though already “standing,” in what way does Jesus “stand up”? (Dan. 12:1) [Weekly Bible reading; see w87 7/1 p. 19 par. 15.] He will stand up, or act, to save Jehovah’s Witnesses from annihilation at the hands of human governments.
17. What do the names of Gomer’s children indicate as to how Jehovah would deal with Israel? (Hos. 1:6, 9) [si p. 144 par. 9] These names indicated that Jehovah would no more show mercy to the house of Israel; they emphasized his rejection of them as his people. (Either; substance sufficient)
Provide the word or phrase needed to complete each of the following statements:
18. It appears that the prophet Joel preceded the prophets Isaiah and Micah. [si p. 146 par. 3]
19. The Bible book of Lamentations expresses overwhelming grief at the siege, capture, and destruction of Jerusalem by Nebuchadnezzar. [si p. 131 par. 7]
20. By means of the riddle in Ezekiel chapter 17, Jehovah illustrated the futility of Jerusalem’s turning to Egypt for help. [si p. 135 par. 17]
21. When interpreting the handwriting on the wall, Daniel set a splendid example of faith and courage for God’s servants today. [Weekly Bible reading; see w88 12/1 p. 20 par. 19.]
22. In Ezekiel’s final vision, he described the holy city with 12 gates, and the glorious name of that city was Jehovah Himself Is There. [w88 9/15 p. 27 par. 23]
23. “The low plain of Jehoshaphat” symbolizes the place for executing divine judgment in “the day of Jehovah.” (Joel 3:2, 14) [Weekly Bible reading; see w89 3/15.]
24. Daniel went into captivity with the Jews taken captive in the year 617 B.C.E. [si p. 139 par. 8]
25. An angel explained that the ‘prince of Persia’ opposed his coming to Daniel but that Michael helped him. (Dan. 10:13) [si p. 141 par. 17]
Select the correct answer in each of the following statements:
26. In the book of Hosea, the name used interchangeably with “Israel” was (Ephraim; Judah; Jacob). [si p. 144 par. 8]
27. “The covenant” refers to the (Law covenant; new covenant; Abrahamic covenant). (Dan. 9:27) [Weekly Bible reading; see kc p. 65 par. 23.]
28. Those calling on Jehovah’s name “will get away safe” when (they get baptized; they become regular proclaimers of Jehovah’s name; God executes his judgment upon the nations). (Joel 2:32) [Weekly Bible reading; see w89 3/15.]
29. Jehovah “felt regret” in that (he changed his mind about punishing the repentant Assyrians; he was sorry that they had to receive a severe judgment message; he lamented that his creation had turned out to be so wicked). (Jonah 3:10) [Weekly Bible reading; see w89 4/15.]
30. Although the Bible mentions Belshazzar as the last king of Babylon, he was actually the coregent of (Nebuchadnezzar; Evil-merodach; Nabonidus). [si p. 140 par. 12]
Match the following scriptures to the statements listed below:
Ezek. 47:13–48:34; Dan. 3:16-18; Dan. 7:13, 14; Hos. 5:1; Hos. 13:14
31. The apostate priests and kings of Israel became a trap and a net for the people by enticing them to engage in false worship. [Hos. 5:1] [Weekly Bible reading; see w89 3/1.]
32. In harmony with this Scriptural precedent, Jehovah’s servants today do not bow before national symbols. [Dan. 3:16-18] [Weekly Bible reading; compare w88 12/1 p. 19 par. 17.]
33. Jehovah would not spare the disobedient Israelites by rescuing them at that time from the power of Sheol, for they did not deserve mercy. [Hos. 13:14] [Weekly Bible reading; see w89 3/1.]
34. In Paradise, God will place people where he chooses. [Ezek. 47:13–48:34] [Weekly Bible reading; see w88 9/15 p. 27 par. 22.]
35. This prophecy points to Jehovah’s anointed King, Jesus Christ. [Dan. 7:13, 14] [Weekly Bible reading; see kc p. 142 pars. 4, 5.]




Theocratic Ministry School Review (km 8/89 p.5)
Closed-book review on material covered in Theocratic Ministry School assignments for the weeks of May 1 to August 21, 1989. Use a separate sheet of paper to write down answers to as many of the questions as you can in the time allotted.
[Note: During the written review, only the Bible may be used to answer any question. References that follow the questions are for your personal research. Page and paragraph numbers may not appear on all references to The Watchtower.]
Answer each of the following statements True or False:
 1. “Many peoples” and “mighty nations” refer to political nations and governments. (Mic. 4:3) [Weekly Bible reading; see w89 5/1.] False. These are persons who break away from political nations and turn to united service in Jehovah’s mountain of true worship.
 2. That the book of Amos belongs in the Bible canon is established by Stephen’s paraphrase of three verses at Acts 7:42, 43 and James’ quotation from the book at Acts 15:15-18. [si p. 149 par. 6] True.
 3. At Zechariah 1:3, the Jews were being urged to leave Babylon and return home to Jerusalem. [Weekly Bible reading; see w89 6/15.] False. These Jews were already back in their homeland; they were being urged to return to Jehovah in whole-souled obedience and worship.
 4. The four horse-drawn chariots picture the angelic spirit forces who are commissioned to protect God’s servants on earth. (Zech. 6:1-3) [Weekly Bible reading; see w89 6/15.] True.
 5. According to Micah 7:4, even the best among the wayward Israelites was as hurtful or painful as a brier or thorn hedge to anyone getting too close. [si p. 157 par. 15; see also w89 5/1.] True.
 6. Jesus denounced, not public prayers, but prayers that are said to impress listeners and draw their admiring compliments. (Matt. 6:5, 6) [Weekly Bible reading; see w86 11/1 p. 8.] True.
 7. History reports the destruction of Moab, Ammon, and Assyria, just as Zephaniah had foretold. [si p. 164 par. 5] True.
 8. Jesus’ words at Matthew 9:16, 17 indicate that he did not come to patch up or perpetuate Judaism but to institute a new system of worship. [Weekly Bible reading; see w89 7/15.] True.
 9. Jesus’ preaching instructions in Matthew chapter 10 were meant only for his 12 apostles. [Weekly Bible reading; see w87 8/1 p. 8.] False. These instructions were also meant for those who would share in the worldwide preaching after his death and resurrection.
10. The Jews were unclean by reason of their neglect of pure worship. (Hag. 2:10-14) [si p. 167 par. 11] True.
Answer the following questions:
11. What despicable action provided the basis for Obadiah’s denunciation of Edom? (Obad. 12-14) [si p. 152 par. 8] The ‘unbrotherly’ treatment that the Edomites rendered to the Israelites at the time of Jerusalem’s fall in 607 B.C.E. (Substance sufficient)
12. Who is the “anointed one” who is saved? (Hab. 3:13) [Weekly Bible reading; see w89 5/15.] Jehovah’s anointed people, the Israelites; the remnant of Jesus’ anointed disciples. (Either; substance sufficient)
13. What is the “pure language”? (Zeph. 3:9) [Weekly Bible reading; see w89 6/1.] Scriptural truth; “the pattern of healthful words.” (2 Tim. 1:13) (Either; substance sufficient)
14. What sort of sea creature could possibly have swallowed Jonah? (Jonah 1:17) [si p. 154 pars. 4, 5; see also w89 4/15.] A sperm whale; a great white shark; or a creature unknown to science. (Any)
15. How could Joseph consider divorcing Mary secretly, since they were only engaged? (Matt. 1:19) [Weekly Bible reading; see w89 7/15.] To the Jews a betrothed woman had the same obligations as a married woman; because of the binding nature of an engagement. (Substance sufficient)
16. What is one of the sublime truths highlighted in the book of Habakkuk? [si p. 161 par. 1] Jehovah is the Universal Sovereign; the righteous live by faith. (Either)
17. Why did Jehovah commission the prophet Haggai? [si p. 166 par. 3] Because for 17 years the Jews had allowed enemy opposition and materialism to prevent them from rebuilding Jehovah’s temple. (Substance sufficient)
18. Why were Jesus’ disciples faulted for ‘not washing their hands when about to eat a meal’? (Matt. 15:2) [Weekly Bible reading; see w87 11/1 p. 8.] This refers not to ordinary hand washing for hygienic purposes but to a ceremonious ritual, which included washing up to the elbows. (Substance sufficient)
Provide the word or phrase needed to complete each of the following statements:
19. ‘Ripping apart one’s heart’ means that sincere, heartfelt repentance is needed for salvation during the day of Jehovah. (Joel 2:12, 13) [w89 3/15 p. 30]
20. The prophet Amos prophesied against the luxury-loving despoilers dwelling in houses of ivory in Samaria. [si p. 149 par. 9]
21. In fulfillment of Obadiah’s prophecy, Edom subsequently ceased to exist, and no trace of her descendants remains. [si p. 151 par. 5]
22. The prophet Micah foretold the birthplace of the Messiah. [si p. 156 par. 6]
23. “The Supreme Court” mentioned at Matthew 5:22 was Jerusalem’s 71-member Sanhedrin. [Weekly Bible reading; see w89 7/15.] (Substance sufficient)
24. Material wealth will not provide security in the day of Jehovah’s fury. (Zeph. 1:18) [si p. 164 par. 7] (Substance sufficient)
25. Jesus’ use of illustrations served the purpose of revealing the heart attitudes of people. (Matt. 13:10-15) [Weekly Bible reading; see w87 4/1 p. 8.]
Select the correct answer in each of the following statements:
26. The prophet (Joel; Amos; Obadiah) foretold that those calling on the name of Jehovah will get away safe when God executes judgment on the wicked. [si p. 147 par. 9]
27. “The city of bloodshed” was (Babylon; Nineveh; Jerusalem). (Nah. 3:1) [Weekly Bible reading; see w89 5/15.]
28. Instead of going to Nineveh, Jonah set sail in the opposite direction to Tarshish, possibly identified with (Portugal; Spain; France). [si p. 154 par. 6; it vol. 2 p. 98]
29. “The messenger of the covenant” is (Jehovah; John the Baptizer; Jesus Christ). (Mal. 3:1) [Weekly Bible reading; see w89 7/1.]
30. The book of Nahum was written sometime before Nineveh’s destruction in (740; 632; 607) B.C.E. [si p. 159 par. 3; see also it vol. 2 p. 505.]
Match the following scriptures to the statements listed below:
Mic. 6:11; Nah. 1:2, 3; Hab. 3:16, 18; Hag. 1:4-6; Zech. 12:6
31. Never put material interests ahead of spiritual duties. [Hag. 1:4-6] [Weekly Bible reading; see w89 6/1.]
32. Those having oversight among God’s people must be outstandingly zealous. [Zech. 12:6] [Weekly Bible reading; see w89 6/15.]
33. Jehovah executes vengeance upon his enemies. [Nah. 1:2, 3] [si p. 159 par. 8]
34. We must wait patiently on Jehovah for salvation. [Hab. 3:16, 18] [si p. 162 par. 11]
35. A person cannot serve Jehovah acceptably while he is carrying on dishonest business practices. [Mic. 6:11] [Weekly Bible reading; see w89 5/1.]




Theocratic Ministry School Review (km 12/89 p.5)
Closed-book review on material covered in Theocratic Ministry School assignments for the weeks of September 4 to December 18, 1989. Use a separate sheet of paper to write down answers to as many of the questions as you can in the time allotted.
[Note: During the written review, only the Bible may be used to answer any question. References that follow the questions are for your personal research. Page and paragraph numbers may not appear on all references to The Watchtower.]
Answer each of the following statements True or False:
 1. The “Sprout” mentioned at Zechariah 6:12 is Jesus Christ. [si p. 171 par. 25] True.
 2. Zechariah 8:23 foretold that the “great crowd” of “other sheep” would join the remnant in pure worship. (Rev. 7:9; John 10:16) [w88 1/1 p. 18] True.
 3. In the book of Romans, Paul firmly established that Jews and non-Jews have an equal standing before God. [si p. 204 par. 2] True.
 4. The apostle Paul founded the congregation in Rome on one of his missionary journeys. [si p. 205 par. 3] False. It seems likely that the congregation was started by Jews living in Rome who had attended Pentecost in Jerusalem in the year 33 C.E.
 5. Only a few of Jesus’ disciples witnessed the fact that Jesus was resurrected from the dead. [si p. 211 par. 20] False. Over 500 did. (See 1 Corinthians 15:6.)
 6. Only because of the man’s sincere sorrow and repentance did Paul encourage the Corinthian congregation to reinstate the man whom he had ordered to be disfellowshipped in his first letter. [si p. 213 par. 6] True.
 7. Because Paul prayed to God three times for removal of his “thorn in the flesh,” his request was granted. [si p. 215 par. 16] False. God said, “My undeserved kindness is sufficient for you.” (2 Cor. 12:7, 9)
 8. By dropping in two coins of very little value, the poor woman of Mark 12:41-44 furnished a fine example of unselfishness in supporting true worship. [Weekly Bible reading; see w89 10/15 p. 31.] True.
 9. From Mark 15:34 it seems that Jesus wavered in his faith, believing that God had deserted him. [Weekly Bible reading; see w87 6/15 p. 31.] False. Jesus had confidence that his Father still approved and loved him, despite what God allowed him to experience on the stake.
10. Resuming sexual relations with an adulterous mate after learning of the adultery constitutes forgiveness on the part of the innocent one. [Weekly Bible reading; see w81 3/1 p. 30.] True.
Answer the following questions:
11. What was the situation as to the temple in Jerusalem when Zechariah began to prophesy? [si p. 168 par. 1] Work was at a standstill. The work of construction had stopped because of a ban. (Either; substance sufficient)
12. Though all peoples are under sin, in what way did the Jews enjoy superiority? [si p. 206 par. 9] Because they were entrusted with God’s sacred pronouncements.
13. According to Romans 13:1-7, who are the superior authorities to whom Christians are to be in subjection, and chiefly from what motive? [si p. 207 par. 16] The secular governments. We are to be in subjection primarily on account of our conscience. (Substance sufficient)
14. By what argument in his first letter to the Corinthians did Paul show that no one can boast in men? [si p. 210 par. 9] All in the congregations are only ministers; it is God who makes the congregation grow. (Substance sufficient)
15. Who was the rock-mass on which Christ built his congregation? [Weekly Bible reading; see w87 12/15 p. 8.] Jesus Christ himself.
16. What did Jesus mean when he said about a demon: “This kind cannot get out by anything except by prayer”? (Mark 9:29) [Weekly Bible reading; see w82 6/1 p. 31.] Not all demons have the same characteristics. (Substance sufficient)
17. What was “the sign of Jonah” mentioned at Matthew 16:4? [Weekly Bible reading; see w82 11/1 p. 31.] “The sign of Jonah” was Jesus’ resurrection from the dead on the third day.
18. Who is “the messenger of the covenant” mentioned at Malachi 3:1? [w87 6/15 p. 12] Jesus Christ.
Provide the word or phrase needed to complete each of the following statements:
19. Malachi was a contemporary of Nehemiah. [si p. 172 par. 2]
20. We cannot be partakers of the table of Jehovah and the table of demons. [si p. 210 par. 16]
21. The “young man” who eluded those arresting Jesus was probably Mark. (Mark 14:51, 52) [Weekly Bible reading; see w89 10/15 p. 30.]
22. The fact that Mark felt compelled to define such expressions as “corban” at Mark 7:11 shows that he wrote primarily with Gentile readers in mind. [Weekly Bible reading; see w89 10/15 p. 30.]
23. Because he did not want to be drugged or stupefied, Jesus refused to drink the wine mixed with gall. (Matt. 27:34) [Weekly Bible reading; see w89 7/15 p. 25.]
24. At Matthew 26:64 Jesus boldly applied the prophecy at Daniel 7:13, 14 to himself. [Weekly Bible reading; see w88 1/1 p. 10.]
Select the correct answer in each of the following statements:
25. Death ruled as king from Adam to (Abraham; Moses; Christ). [si p. 206 par. 10]
26. Paul wrote his first letter to the Corinthians about 55 C.E. from (Rome; Macedonia; Ephesus). [si p. 209 par. 3]
27. When Paul wrote his second letter to the Corinthians, (the congregation had not yet received his first letter; not many months had elapsed between letters; some three years had passed). [si p. 213 par. 1]
28. The Decapolis cities were centers of (Greek, or Hellenistic, culture; Samaritan religion; Judaism). (Mark 5:20) [Weekly Bible reading; see w89 10/15 p. 30.]
29. (Matthew; Mark; Luke) alone mentioned Elizabeth’s barrenness, her conception, and the birth of John. [Weekly Bible reading; see w89 11/15.]
30. (Matthew 20:30; Mark 10:46; Luke 18:35) is not contradictory of the other two accounts; it is simply more specific. [Weekly Bible reading; see w88 2/1 p. 5.]
Match the following scriptures to the statements listed below:
Mal. 3:1-18; Matt. 22:30; Matt. 23:27, 28; Mark 4:38; Rom. 11:13-24
31. Jehovah would come to his temple for judgment, cleansing the sons of Levi and acting as a speedy witness against the wicked. [Mal. 3:1-18] [si p. 173 par. 10]
32. Using the illustration of an olive tree, Paul showed non-Jews that they should not rejoice over the rejection of Israel. [Rom. 11:13-24] [si p. 206 par. 14]
33. Jesus probably rested on a bolster or cushion serving as a seat at the stern. [Mark 4:38] [Weekly Bible reading; see w89 10/15 p. 30.]
34. Heeding this implied counsel will cause us to shun deviousness and hypocrisy. [Matt. 23:27, 28] [Weekly Bible reading; see w89 7/15 p. 25.]
35. A Christian whose mate has died should not feel obliged to remain single out of an expectation that his former marriage mate will be reunited with him in the resurrection. [Matt. 22:30] [Weekly Bible reading; see w87 6/1 pp. 30-1.]




Theocratic Ministry School Review (km 4/90 p.5)
Closed-book review on material covered in Theocratic Ministry School assignments for the weeks of January 1 to April 23, 1990. Use a separate sheet of paper to write down answers to as many of the questions as you can in the time allotted.
[Note: During the written review, only the Bible may be used to answer any question. References that follow the questions are for your personal research. Page and paragraph numbers may not appear on all references to The Watchtower.]
Answer each of the following statements True or False:
 1. First Thessalonians apparently enjoys the distinction of being the first of Paul’s letters to become part of the Bible canon. [si p. 227 par. 1] True.
 2. Although the Mosaic Law covenant had fenced off Gentiles from Jews, they became united in approach to God through Christ. [si p. 220 par. 10] True.
 3. One of the benefits of Paul’s imprisonment at Rome was that the brothers were encouraged to speak the word of God fearlessly. [si p. 223 par. 8] True.
 4. The congregation at Colossae had learned of the undeserved kindness of God as a result of Paul’s preaching the good news among them. [si p. 225 par. 6] False. It was as a result of Epaphras’ preaching.
 5. The modern-day remnant of anointed Christians will not precede early anointed ones in the resurrection. [si p. 228 par. 10] True.
 6. Some misunderstood Paul’s words in his first letter to the Thessalonians and contended that the presence of the Lord was imminent. [si p. 230 par. 3] True.
 7. Luke 3:1, 2 would indicate that Luke was a careful researcher and that he consulted public records. [Weekly Bible reading; see w89 11/15 p. 24.] True.
 8. At Luke 17:30 Jesus was illustrating an attitude; eternal judgments were not involved. [Weekly Bible reading; see w88 6/1 p. 31.] False. Both Noah’s days and Lot’s days involved eternal judgments, and both are pictorial of eternal judgments on those who die at Armageddon.
 9. Only Luke records that on one occasion Jesus miraculously restored the ear of the high priest’s slave. [Weekly Bible reading; see w89 11/15 p. 24.] True.
10. Jesus’ statement at John 9:41, “If you were blind, you would have no sin,” means that some humans are sinless. [Weekly Bible reading; see w88 8/1 p. 31.] False. In effect Jesus told the Pharisees that if they were without understanding, they would not be charged with the heavy sin of rejecting the Messiah.
Answer the following questions:
11. What release were the Galatians ignoring? [si p. 217 par. 11] God had sent forth his Son to release those under Law.—Gal. 4:5.
12. How did the Philippians come to hear the good news? [si p. 222 pars. 1, 2] The apostle Paul, together with his companions, Luke, Silas, and Timothy, brought the good news to Philippi about 50 C.E.
13. What resulted from the early success of Paul’s ministry at Thessalonica? [si p. 227 pars. 3, 4] Severe persecution and opposition.
14. What is the point of the illustration at Luke 12:16-21? [Weekly Bible reading; see w86 7/15 p. 31.] By some means the man was going to lose his life that night, but how did he stand with God?
15. What meaning did Jesus’ words at Luke 23:30 have in his generation? [Weekly Bible reading; see re p. 112 par. 28.] At the destruction of Jerusalem in 70 C.E., there was no hiding place for the Jews who remained in Judea.
16. According to John 4:27, why was there such a reaction to the fact that Jesus spoke with the Samaritan woman? [Weekly Bible reading; see w90 3/15.] The Jews had no dealings with Samaritans; it was uncommon for a Jewish teacher to talk with a woman in public. (Either; substance sufficient)
17. What two groups of people today respond to Jesus’ voice, follow his lead, and enjoy his tender care? (John 10:27, 28) [Weekly Bible reading; see w90 3/15.] Both the “little flock” and the “other sheep.”—Luke 12:32; John 10:16.
18. When was 2 Thessalonians written? [si p. 230 par. 4] 51 C.E.
Provide the word or phrase needed to complete each of the following statements:
19. In Galatians, Paul argued “that a man is declared righteous, not due to works of law, but only through faith toward Christ Jesus.” [si p. 217 par. 9]
20. Wives should be in subjection to husbands, even as the congregation is in subjection to the Christ. [si p. 221 par. 14]
21. A Bible book that emphasized the God-given superiority of Christ in the face of heathen philosophy, worship of angels, and Jewish traditions was Colossians. [si p. 225 par. 5]
22. According to 2 Thessalonians, the day of Jehovah will not come unless the apostasy comes first and the man of lawlessness gets revealed. [si p. 230 par. 6]
23. The only Gospel account that gives the parable of the neighborly Samaritan is that of Luke. [Weekly Bible reading; see w89 11/15 p. 24.]
24. Being of short stature, Zacchaeus, a chief tax collector, climbed a tree to see Jesus. [Weekly Bible reading; see w89 11/15 p. 24.]
Select the correct answer in each of the following statements:
25. ‘The disciple Jesus loved’ was (Peter; John; Paul). (John 13:23) [Weekly Bible reading; see w90 3/15.]
26. Paul especially commended the congregation at (Corinth; Ephesus; Philippi) for generous giving. [si p. 223 par. 11]
27. While Paul was in Corinth, he sent (Timothy; Titus; Barnabas) to the congregation at Thessalonica in order to make their faith firm and to comfort them. [si p. 228 par. 8]
28. It seems that the only one of the 12 apostles from Judea was (Peter; Matthew; Judas Iscariot). (Luke 6:12-16) [Weekly Bible reading; see w86 9/1 p. 8.]
29. Only (Mark; Luke; John) tells us of Jesus’ prehuman existence. [Weekly Bible reading; see w90 3/15.]
30. The great goddess in Ephesus was (Venus; Artemis; Aphrodite). [si p. 219 par. 5]
Match the following scriptures to the statements listed below:
Luke 5:1-6; Luke 8:30-32; Luke 16:9; John 7:37; Col. 2:8
31. As long as we are alive, we should use our money in a way that will make friends with Jehovah God and his Son, Jesus. [Luke 16:9] [Weekly Bible reading; see g88 4/22 p. 8.]
32. Jesus here alluded to a custom added to the eight-day Festival of Booths. [John 7:37] [Weekly Bible reading; see w90 3/15.]
33. The demons are aware that an abyssing is God’s eventual judgment for them. [Luke 8:30-32] [Weekly Bible reading; see w87 5/15 p. 8.]
34. The apostle Paul here sounded a warning. [Col. 2:8] [si p. 225 par. 9]
35. One of six miracles that are unique to Luke’s Gospel. [Luke 5:1-6] [Weekly Bible reading; see w89 11/15 p. 24.]




Theocratic Ministry School Review (km 8/90 p. 5)
Closed-book review on material covered in Theocratic Ministry School assignments for the weeks of May 7 to August 20, 1990. Use a separate sheet of paper to write down answers to as many of the questions as you can in the time allotted.
[Note: During the written review, only the Bible may be used to answer any question. References that follow the questions are for your personal research. Page and paragraph numbers may not appear on all references to The Watchtower.]
Answer each of the following statements True or False:
 1. The things Timothy learned from Paul were not to be revealed to others. [si p. 236 par. 6] False. Timothy was to commit these things to “faithful men, who, in turn, [would] be adequately qualified to teach others.” —2 Tim. 2:2.
 2. Anticipating his final judgment and execution, Paul twice urged Timothy to come to him quickly, bringing with him Mark and the scrolls that were left at Troas. [si p. 235 pars. 2, 3] True.
 3. Although Paul’s name does not appear in the letter to the Hebrews, there can be no doubt that he wrote it. [si p. 241 pars. 2, 3] True.
 4. Although Hebrews contains valuable explanations of deep Scriptural truths, it had little practical value in the day-to-day living of the Jewish brothers. [si p. 242 par. 9] False. It was a powerful weapon providing convincing proofs and refutations of false arguments to sincere Jews.
 5. The Bible writer James, Jesus’ half brother, was not a disciple of Jesus during His earthly ministry. [si p. 246 par. 1] True.
 6. The miraculous events on Pentecost 33 C.E. occurred late in the afternoon. [Weekly Bible reading; see w90 5/15 p. 24.] False. It was only 9:00 a.m.
 7. The baptism of Cornelius, the first Gentile convert, marked the end of the “seventy weeks.” (Dan. 9:24) [Weekly Bible reading; see w90 5/15 p. 24.] True.
 8. The witnessing of Paul and Barnabas at Philippi resulted in an uproar and their imprisonment, with a release from prison by an earthquake. [Weekly Bible reading; see w90 5/15 p. 25.] False. Silas was Paul’s companion at this time.
 9. It was at Ephesus that Paul met with the elders and spoke of how he had taught them publicly and from house to house. [Weekly Bible reading; see w90 5/15 p. 26.] False. It was to Miletus that Paul called the Ephesian overseers.
10. If baptismal water would itself wash away sins, then a person would have to get rebaptized after every new sin. (Acts 22:16) [Weekly Bible reading] True.
Answer the following questions:
11. Why did Paul encourage Timothy to stay in Ephesus? [si p. 233 par. 7] Timothy was to correct those teaching a “different doctrine,” which was leading to useless questions. (1 Tim. 1:3) (Substance sufficient)
12. How were Christians affected by the great fire in Rome in 64 C.E.? [si p. 235 par. 1] Emperor Nero fastened the blame on Christians, and this resulted in terrible persecution. (Substance sufficient)
13. Who was the owner of the runaway slave Onesimus? [si p. 239 pars. 1, 2] Philemon; a well-to-do brother who lived in Colossae. (Substance sufficient)
14. What definition does Paul give of faith? [si p. 244 par. 20] “Faith is the assured expectation of things hoped for, the evident demonstration of realities though not beheld.”—Heb. 11:1.
15. What is a sect? (Acts 24:5) [Weekly Bible reading; see g88 1/8 p. 26.] A group or body of people that chooses to follow a course or belief different from what is commonly accepted. See Acts 24:14. (Substance sufficient)
16. What five canonical letters did Paul write during his first imprisonment at Rome? [Weekly Bible reading; see w90 5/15 p. 26.] Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians, Philemon, and Hebrews.
17. How was Paul (Saul) “kicking against the goads”? (Acts 26:14) [Weekly Bible reading; see w78 4/1 p. 23.] Paul’s persecution of Christians was fruitless and actually causing harm to himself. (Substance sufficient)
18. Why did Paul very much want to go to Rome? (Rom. 1:11, 12) [Weekly Bible reading; see w90 8/1 p. 23.] In order for him and his Christian brothers to have an interchange of encouragement. (Substance sufficient)
Provide the word or phrase needed to complete each of the following statements:
19. First Timothy was written by Paul between the years 61-64 C.E. [si p. 232 par. 2]
20. In his letter to Titus, Paul said that an overseer must be “free from accusation.” [si p. 238 par. 5]
21. Natural Israel could not enter into God’s rest because of “lack of faith” and “disobedience.” [si p. 242 par. 12] (Substance sufficient)
22. God’s promise to Abraham was made sure and firm by two unchangeable things: God’s word and his oath. [si p. 243 par. 14]
23. Among the Gospel writers, only John records heart-to-heart talks Jesus gave and the prayer He offered in behalf of his apostles on his final night. [Weekly Bible reading; see w90 3/15 p. 24.]
24. According to Acts 8:9-24, Christians in responsible positions must not become guilty of simony. [Weekly Bible reading; see w86 8/15 p. 15 par. 9.]
Select the correct answer in each of the following statements:
25. Persons who practice sin are to be reproved before (the elders only; all onlookers; the entire congregation). [si p. 234 par. 13]
26. Paul wrote his letter to Titus when Titus was in (Rome; Corinth; Crete). [si p. 237 par. 1]
27. Jesus is the Mediator of the (new covenant; Abrahamic covenant; covenant for a heavenly kingdom). [si p. 243 par. 17]
28. The Herod mentioned at Acts 12:1, 2 was (Herod the Great; Herod Antipas; Herod Agrippa I). [Weekly Bible reading; see w90 5/15 p. 24.]
29. Paul’s first missionary tour began at (Antioch in Pisidia; Antioch, Syria; Jerusalem). [Weekly Bible reading; see w90 5/15 p. 24.]
30. So much interest was manifested in Corinth that Paul remained in that city for (18 months; 12 months; 6 months). [Weekly Bible reading; see w90 5/15 p. 25.]
Match the following scriptures to the statements listed below:
John 14:27; 20:31; Acts 6:3; Rom. 1:16, 17; 6:12
31. What provision did the early Christians make for caring for the needy? [Acts 6:3] [Weekly Bible reading; see w87 6/1 p. 8 par. 2.]
32. The new life that Christians have in Jesus obligates them to fight their fleshly weaknesses. [Rom. 6:12] [Weekly Bible reading; see w90 8/1 p. 24.]
33. This was the apostle John’s stated purpose in writing his Gospel. [John 20:31] [Weekly Bible reading; see w90 3/15 p. 24.]
34. The righteous one lives by means of faith. [Rom. 1:16, 17] [Weekly Bible reading; see w90 8/1 p. 23.]
35. The peace that Jesus gave his disciples served to calm their hearts and minds. [John 14:27] [Weekly Bible reading; see w90 3/15 p. 25.]




Theocratic Ministry School Review (km 12/90 p. 5)
Closed-book review on material covered in Theocratic Ministry School assignments for the weeks of September 3 to December 24, 1990. Use a separate sheet of paper to write down answers to as many of the questions as you can in the time allotted.
[Note: During the written review, only the Bible may be used to answer any question. References that follow the questions are for your personal research. Page and paragraph numbers may not appear on all references to The Watchtower.]
Answer each of the following statements True or False:
 1. James’ letter encouraging faith by works contradicts Paul’s writing regarding salvation by faith and not by works. [si p. 246 par. 6] False. James refers to faith supported by works, whereas Paul clearly means works of the Law.
 2. First John was evidently intended for the entire Christian association, not to a particular congregation. [si p. 255 par. 5] True.
 3. Everyone born from God does not commit a sin. [si p. 255 par. 10] False. While they may commit a sin, they do not make a practice of sin.
 4. “The chosen lady” addressed in Second John might well refer to a Christian congregation. (2 John 1:1) [si p. 256 par. 1] True.
 5. Third John gives us an interesting glimpse into the relationship between congregations and traveling overseers. [si p. 258 par. 3] True.
 6. Jude made capital of the fact that he is a half brother of Jesus Christ. [si p. 259 par. 2] False. He placed emphasis on his spiritual relationship as “a slave of Jesus Christ.”—Jude 1:1.
 7. The prophecies about the salvation of Israel are fulfilled not by fleshly Israel but by the Christian congregation. (Romans, chapters 9-11) [Weekly Bible reading; see w90 8/1 p. 24.] True.
 8. Jehovah ‘makes the way out’ by removing the temptation. (1 Cor. 10:13) [Weekly Bible reading; see w74 p. 64.] False. He makes the way out by strengthening his people to resist temptation.
 9. The “brand marks” that left certain scars may have been due to the physical abuse Paul received. (Gal. 6:17) [Weekly Bible reading; see w90 11/15.] True.
10. The ‘gathering of all things on earth’ will continue until those in the memorial tombs hear Jesus’ voice and come out. (Eph. 1:10) [Weekly Bible reading; see w90 11/15.] True.
Answer the following questions:
11. What counsel does James give regarding sins? [si p. 248 par. 14] One should openly confess his sin and pray for others in the congregation.
12. What mental disposition does First Peter show that Christians should have? [si p. 250 par. 9] Christians should have the same mental disposition as Christ, living only to do God’s will.
13. Name one of the powerful illustrations Peter used to show the certainty of God’s judgments against false prophets and teachers. [si p. 252 par. 5] God punished angels that sinned; he brought a deluge in Noah’s day; he reduced Sodom and Gomorrah to ashes. (Any one of the three illustrations)
14. How is the antichrist identified? [si p. 255 par. 7] The antichrist is the one that denies that Jesus is the Christ. He denies both the Father and the Son. (Either)
15. To what does the “public declaration” mentioned at Romans 10:9, 10 primarily refer? [Weekly Bible reading; see w88 1/1 p. 22 and 6/15 p. 29.] To the public declaration made at the time of baptism.
16. In what two ways can the elders underscore the seriousness of God’s counsel to marry “only in the Lord”? (1 Cor. 7:39) [Weekly Bible reading; see w82 3/15 p. 31.] They would not solemnize such an unequal yoking; nor would the Kingdom Hall be available for the wedding.
17. What are the “burning missiles” that challenge our faith? (Eph. 6:16) [Weekly Bible reading; see w90 11/15.] Attacks by wicked spirits as well as temptations to do wrong, to pursue a materialistic way of life, and to give in to fear and doubt. (Substance sufficient)
18. What was “the goal” toward which Paul was pursuing? (Phil. 3:13, 14) [Weekly Bible reading; see w90 11/15.] For Paul and other anointed Christians, the goal was heavenly life.
Provide the word or phrase needed to complete each of the following statements:
19. James counseled that instead of boasting about our plans we should say if Jehovah wills we will do this or that. [si p. 247 par. 12]
20. Instead of being impatient regarding the coming of Jehovah’s day, we should consider his patience as resulting in salvation for many others. [si p. 253 par. 7]
21. It is generally believed that John’s three letters were completed by 98 C.E. and that they were written in the vicinity of Ephesus. [si p. 254 par. 2]
22. In showing that ungodly men should not be speaking abusively of glorious ones, Jude referred to the good example of Michael the archangel. [si p. 260 par. 6]
23. According to Romans 13:1, secular rulers exist only by God’s permission. [Weekly Bible reading; see w90 8/1 p. 24.] (Substance sufficient)
24. When Peter separated from Gentile believers at Antioch because he feared Jewish Christians from Jerusalem, Paul reproved him. [Weekly Bible reading; see w90 11/15.]
25. Paul reassured the Philippians about Epaphroditus who had been very sick. [Weekly Bible reading; see w90 11/15.]
Select the correct answer in each of the following statements:
26. First Peter was written when Peter was in (Rome; Jerusalem; Babylon). [si p. 249 par. 5]
27. Second Peter was probably written approximately (56; 64; 70) C.E. [si p. 252 par. 3]
28. Possibly influenced by (Greek philosophy; emotion; Hebrew Scriptures), some in the Corinth congregation said that there is no resurrection of the dead. (1 Cor. 15:32) [Weekly Bible reading; see w90 9/15 p. 25.]
29. At 2 Corinthians 3:18, Paul alludes to an experience of (Moses; Joshua; Elijah). [Weekly Bible reading; see w90 9/15 p. 26.]
30. Paul cited the fine example of the (Corinthians; Macedonians; Ephesians) because in material giving they had been generous beyond their ability. [Weekly Bible reading; see w90 9/15 p. 27.]
Match the following scriptures to the statements listed below:
Rom. 7:4; 1 Cor. 4:9; 14:40; 2 Cor. 6:7; 1 Pet. 3:21
31. God makes provision for salvation through baptism and through the resurrection of Jesus Christ. [1 Pet. 3:21] [si p. 250 par. 8]
32. Though assaulted from all sides, Paul and his fellow workers were armed to wage spiritual warfare. [2 Cor. 6:7] [Weekly Bible reading; see w90 9/15 p. 27.]
33. Paul alluded to death in the arena. [1 Cor. 4:9] [Weekly Bible reading; see w90 9/15 p. 24.]
34. By having our meetings well organized, we bring honor to God. [1 Cor. 14:40] [Weekly Bible reading; see w90 9/15 p. 25.]
35. The death of Jesus freed believing Jews from subjection to the Law. [Rom. 7:4] [Weekly Bible reading; see w90 8/1 p. 24.]




Theocratic Ministry School Review (km 4/91 p.5)
Closed-book review on material covered in Theocratic Ministry School assignments for the weeks of January 7 to April 22, 1991. Use a separate sheet of paper to write down answers to as many of the questions as you can in the time allotted.
[Note: During the written review, only the Bible may be used to answer any question. References that follow the questions are for your personal research. Page and paragraph numbers may not appear on all references to The Watchtower.]
Answer each of the following statements True or False:
 1. Abstaining from blood means not taking it into your body in any form or manner. [pe chap. 25 pars. 22, 23] True.
 2. When Paul became a Christian, it was easy for him to do what was right. [pe chap. 26 par. 15] False. He had a lifelong battle on his hands.
 3. Because of limited means of travel and communication in the first century, the Kingdom message was not spread widely. [Weekly Bible reading; see si p. 226 (1983 ed., p. 224).] False. By 60-1 C.E. Paul could say it had been “preached in all creation that is under heaven.” —Col. 1:23.
 4. Money is the root of all sorts of evil things. [Weekly Bible reading; see w84 7/1 p. 29.] False. Not money but the LOVE of it is the root of evil.
 5. Easter was not celebrated by the early Christians. [pe chap. 25 par. 16] True.
 6. The seasons follow as a consequence of the earth’s being tilted at a 23.5 degree angle to the plane of its travel around the sun. [si p. 280 par. 14 (p. 279 par. 14)] True.
 7. The expression “various baptisms” refers to the ritualistic baptisms of cups and pitchers practiced by the Jews. (Heb. 9:10) [Weekly Bible reading; see w91 2/15 p. 24.] False. The “various baptisms” were ritualistic washings required by the Mosaic Law.
 8. The apostle Paul wrote that those who did not work should not eat. [Weekly Bible reading; see w91 1/15 p. 23.] False. He said that those who did not want to work should not eat. Many want to work but are unable to find employment or their physical condition prevents them from working.
 9. Being “kept safe through childbearing” means that childbearing may result in eternal salvation. (1 Tim. 2:15) [Weekly Bible reading; see w91 1/15 p. 30.] False. Childbearing saves in that it may keep a woman from becoming an idle gossiper.
10. Time moves in two directions, forward and backward. [si p. 278 par. 4 (p. 277 par. 4)] False. It can move only in one direction, onward, forward.
Answer the following questions:
11. Why is covetousness equated with idolatry? (Col. 3:5) [Weekly Bible reading; see w78 4/1 p. 21.] Because the object of one’s desire may become an idol, interfering with one’s worship of Jehovah.
12. Who is “the man of lawlessness”? (2 Thess. 2:3) [Weekly Bible reading; see w88 1/15 p. 12.] The clergy of counterfeit Christianity.
13. Whom does “the sacred secret” primarily involve? (1 Tim. 3:16) [Weekly Bible reading; see w88 9/1 p. 12.] Jesus Christ.
14. How can we show God that we really mean what we say in our prayers? [pe chap. 27 par. 11] By actions that are in harmony with our prayers.
15. In what two chapters does Paul list the qualifications of overseers? [Weekly Bible reading] 1 Timothy 3; Titus 1.
16. What is Tartarus? [Weekly Bible reading; see w91 3/15 p. 31.] The prisonlike condition into which God cast the angels that were disobedient in Noah’s day.
17. Who were the “glorious ones” mentioned at Jude 8? [Weekly Bible reading; see w91 4/15.] These were evidently the anointed elders.
18. What are the names of the seven congregations in Asia Minor to which John wrote? [si p. 265 par. 8 (p. 262 par. 9)] Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamum, Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia, and Laodicea.
19. Where in God’s Word do we find instructions as to what should be our attitude toward apostates? [Weekly Bible reading; see w91 4/15.] 2 John 10, 11.
Provide the word or phrase needed to complete the following statements:
20. Brothers are to treat older women in the congregation as mothers and younger women as sisters with all chasteness. [Weekly Bible reading; see w73 p. 540.]
21. The Promised Land was about 300 miles long and about 35 miles wide. [si p. 270 par. 2 (p. 269 par. 2)]
22. The lunar year is governed by the moon and the solar year by the sun. [si p. 281 pars. 18, 20 (p. 280 pars. 18, 20)]
23. To be truly attractive, a Christian woman must not only dress modestly but also have spiritual qualities. [Weekly Bible reading; see w91 3/15 p. 30.]
24. The pivotal date for the Hebrew Scriptures is 539 B.C.E., and it is 29 C.E. for the Christian Greek Scriptures. [si pp. 282-3 pars. 28, 30 (p. 282 pars. 29, 31)]
25. The Julian calendar was introduced by Julius Caesar in 46 B.C.E. and the Gregorian calendar in 1582 C.E. [si p. 281 par. 21 (p. 280 par. 21)]
Select the correct answers in each of the following statements:
26. The festival of (unleavened bread; weeks; booths) was also known as Pentecost. [si p. 280 par. 17 (p. 279 par. 17)]
27. All of Jesus’ 11 faithful apostles came from (Galilee; Samaria; Judea). [si p. 274 par. 11 (p. 271 par. 11)]
28. The patriarchs Abraham and Isaac resided for many years in the (Shephelah; Negeb; Arabah). [si p. 275 par. 20 (p. 274 par. 20)]
29. Those who had left their first love were in the congregation of (Smyrna; Pergamum; Ephesus). [si p. 265 par. 9 (p. 262 par. 10)]
30. The congregation charged with being poor, blind, naked, and lukewarm was (Laodicea; Sardis; Thyatira). [si p. 265 par. 10 (p. 262 par. 11)]
Match the following scriptures to the statements listed below:
1 Thess. 5:8; 2 Tim. 1:7; Heb. 13:17; Jas. 1:2, 3; 1 Pet. 3:7
31. For Christians to keep integrity, they need this spiritual armor. [1 Thess. 5:8] [Weekly Bible reading; see w91 1/15 p. 22.]
32. Why Christians should submit to those taking the lead. [Heb. 13:17] [Weekly Bible reading; see w91 2/15 p. 25.]
33. Christians can be happy despite trials. [Jas. 1:2, 3] [Weekly Bible reading; see w91 3/15 p. 23.]
34. What results if husbands fail to accord their wives honor. [1 Pet. 3:7] [Weekly Bible reading]
35. The kind of spirit that God gives his ministers. [2 Tim. 1:7] [Weekly Bible reading; see w91 1/15 p. 31.]




Theocratic Ministry School Review (km 8/91 p.5)
Closed-book review on material covered in Theocratic Ministry School assignments for the weeks of May 6 to August 19, 1991. Use a separate sheet of paper to write down answers to as many of the questions as you can in the time allotted.
[Note: During the written review, only the Bible may be used to answer any question. References that follow the questions are for your personal research. Page and paragraph numbers may not appear on all references to The Watchtower.]
Answer each of the following statements True or False:
 1. Quotations by Jesus and the inspired writers of the Christian Greek Scriptures provide a direct way of establishing canonicity of each and every one of the books of the Hebrew Scriptures. [si p. 300 par. 9 (1983 ed., p. 299 par. 9)] False. For example, this is not true of Esther and Ecclesiastes.
 2. The original writings of the Hebrew Scriptures were produced from 1513 B.C.E. to shortly after 443 B.C.E., but as far as is known, none of these originals are now in existence. [si p. 305 par. 2 (p. 304 par. 2)] True.
 3. Although today there are some 6,000 manuscripts of the Hebrew Scriptures, there are none older than the tenth century C.E. [si p. 306 par. 5 (p. 305 par. 5)] False. The Dead Sea Scrolls have now been dated to the last few centuries B.C.E.
 4. Originally, the divine name occurred in various places in the Septuagint. [si p. 307 par. 13 (p. 306 par. 13)] True.
 5. It was Stephanus’ French Bible of the 16th century that first showed the present division of the complete Bible into chapters and verses. [si p. 318 par. 19 (p. 317 par. 19)] True.
 6. When the four winds of tribulation are unleashed, evidently all spiritual Israel will have been sealed in finality. Even though some may still be alive in the flesh, the entire membership will be complete. (Rev. 7:3) [Weekly Bible reading; see re p. 116 par. 9.] True.
 7. Revelation 20:5a refers to the general resurrection. [Weekly Bible reading; see re p. 290 par. 15.] False. The first part of verse 5 refers to persons attaining to human perfection, free from all effects of Adamic sin.
 8. According to Genesis 6:5, 6, at one time God regretted that he had created man. [Weekly Bible reading; see g77 3/22 pp. 27-8.] False. Jehovah regretted that humans had chosen to follow a course of disobedience and that he was forced to take rightful action against them.
 9. When Abraham (and later Sarah) laughed at the thought that he would have a son in his old age, it was not the laughter of faithless disbelief. (Gen. 17:17) [Weekly Bible reading; see w89 7/1 p. 21 par. 15.] True.
10. Abraham was insistent that his son should not marry a Canaanite because the Canaanites were not worshipers of Jehovah. (Gen. 24:1-4) [Weekly Bible reading; see w89 7/1 p. 25 par. 6.] True.
Answer the following questions:
11. A study of the Bible and contemplation of the works of the Great Timekeeper, Jehovah, should have what effect on us? [si p. 287 par. 15 (p. 286 par. 15)] It should make us feel very humble.
12. Who were the scribes, or Sopherim? [si p. 310 par. 17 (p. 307 par. 17)] These were the men who copied the Hebrew Scriptures, starting in the days of Ezra and continuing to the time of Jesus. (Substance sufficient)
13. What is a codex? [si p. 315 par. 5 (p. 314 par. 5)] The codex is similar in form to the modern book, in which the leaves may readily be turned to look up a reference. (Substance sufficient)
14. What factor greatly contributed to the increase in Bible distribution since the beginning of the 19th century? [si p. 321 par. 3 (p. 319 par. 3)] Bible societies began to take a hand in this work.
15. Who are pictured by the myriads of cavalry described at Revelation 9:16-19? [Weekly Bible reading; see re p. 152 pars. 14, 15.] Both the anointed John class and the “great crowd” of “other sheep.”—Rev. 7:9; John 10:16.
16. What does the expression “have one thought” at Revelation 17:13 mean? [Weekly Bible reading; see re p. 255 par. 13.] All the political powers want to preserve their national sovereignty rather than accept God’s Kingdom. (Substance sufficient)
17. How did the serpent in the garden of Eden communicate the temptation to Eve? (Gen. 3:1) [Weekly Bible reading; see w84 9/1 p. 31.] Evidently, actual speech—audible words that Eve could hear and respond to—was involved. (Substance sufficient)
18. How is Genesis 9:5 to be understood, where God said that he would ‘ask back the blood’ from an animal that killed a human? [Weekly Bible reading; see w75 p. 639.] Basically, this means that if an animal killed a man, it must be slain. For taking a human life, it must lose its own life. (Substance sufficient)
19. Why did Isaac represent Rebekah as his sister? (Gen. 26:9) [Weekly Bible reading; see w85 3/1 p. 31 par. 8.] Quite likely, he did this to protect the line of the Seed while in dangerous territory. (Substance sufficient)
Provide the word or phrase needed to complete each of the following statements:
20. “The twentieth year of Artaxerxes” was the year 455 B.C.E. (Neh. 2:1-8) [si p. 291 pars. 18, 19 (p. 290 pars. 18, 19)]
21. The last of the apostles, who died about 100 C.E., was John. [si p. 293 par. 29 (p. 292 par. 29)]
22. The collection, or list, of books accepted as genuine and inspired Scripture is often referred to as the Bible canon. [si p. 299 par. 5 (p. 298 par. 5)]
23. The period from about the fourth century B.C.E. to about the sixth century C.E. was known as the age of Koine, or common Greek. [si p. 316 par. 6 (p. 314 par. 6)]
24. The oldest of the thousands of available manuscripts of the Christian Greek Scriptures is the papyrus fragment of the Gospel of John in the John Rylands Library in Manchester, England, possibly dated about 125 C.E. [si p. 316 par. 11 (p. 315 par. 11)]
25. The Christian Greek Scripture portion of the New World Translation is based on the refined Greek text by Westcott and Hort. [si p. 318 par. 22 (p. 317 par. 22)]
Select the correct answer in each of the following statements:
26. The canon of the Hebrew Scriptures was fixed by the end of the (tenth; fifth; second) century B.C.E. [si p. 300 par. 10 (p. 299 par. 10)]
27. The early catalog known as the Muratorian Fragment dates to the (second; fifth; eighth) century C.E. [si p. 302 par. 19 (p. 301 par. 19)]
28. The basic text for the Hebrew section of the New World Translation is (the Second Rabbinic Bible; the master text by C. D. Ginsburg; Kittel’s “Biblia Hebraica”). [si p. 312 par. 28 (p. 311 par. 28)]
29. In 1902 the Watch Tower Society came to be copyright owners, sole publishers, and distributors of (“The Emphatic Diaglott”; the Berean Bible; the American Standard Version). [si p. 323 par. 10 (p. 322 par. 10)]
30. The “strong angel” evidently has reference to (Gabriel; Satan; the glorified Jesus Christ). (Rev. 10:1) [Weekly Bible reading; see re p. 155 par. 3.]
Match the following scriptures to the statements listed below:
Gen. 15:1-4; Gen. 21:8-14; Gen. 22:17, 18; Rev. 1:10; Rev. 14:16
31. Archaeologists have found clay tablets that authenticate such customs as slaves becoming heirs to childless couples. [Gen. 15:1-4] [Weekly Bible reading; see w80 10/1 p. 7.]
32. From 1919 on, Christ Jesus and his angels completed the harvesting of the remnant, and since the 1931-35 period, the great crowd has been harvested. [Rev. 14:16] [Weekly Bible reading; see re p. 212 par. 23.]
33. This pictured how the Greater Abraham ended his relationship with natural Israel because Israel rejected Jesus Christ, the true Seed of Abraham. [Gen. 21:8-14] [Weekly Bible reading; see w89 7/1 p. 21 par. 16.]
34. This period began with the crowning of Jesus as heavenly King and will end when Jesus finally hands over the Kingdom to his God and Father. [Rev. 1:10] [Weekly Bible reading; see re p. 22 par. 2.]
35. This is a unilateral covenant. [Gen. 22:17, 18] [Weekly Bible reading; see w89 2/1 p. 11 pars. 8, 9.]




Theocratic Ministry School Review (km 12/91 p. 5)
Closed-book review on material covered in Theocratic Ministry School assignments for the weeks of September 2 to December 23, 1991. Use a separate sheet of paper to write down answers to as many of the questions as you can in the time allotted.
[Note: During the written review, only the Bible may be used to answer any question. References that follow the questions are for your personal research. Page and paragraph numbers may not appear on all references to The Watchtower.]
Answer each of the following statements True or False:
 1. The New World Translation is the first version to restore the divine name in the Christian Greek Scriptures. [si p. 327 par. 2 (1983 ed., p. 326 par. 2)] False. From at least the 14th century onward, many translations have restored God’s name to the text.
 2. The Cyrus Cylinder makes known King Cyrus’ policy of restoring captive peoples to their former places. [si p. 336 par. 15 (p. 336 par. 20)] True.
 3. Moses was accepted as the writer of the Pentateuch not only by the Jews but also by ancient writers, some of whom were enemies of the Jews. [si p. 338 par. 5 (p. 338 par. 5)] True.
 4. Shechem evidently raped Dinah. (Gen. 34:1-3) [Weekly Bible reading; see w85 6/15 p. 31.] True.
 5. The account at Genesis 38:8-10 regarding Onan’s wasting of his semen argues against the use of contraceptives. [Weekly Bible reading; see w73 p. 255.] False. Onan’s sin was not the practice of birth control but the refusal to obey his father’s instruction to perform brother-in-law marriage with Tamar.
 6. Although Judah did not act uprightly by having relations with a woman he thought to be a prostitute, still he did not transgress a specific command of God’s law. (Gen. 38:11-18) [Weekly Bible reading; see w73 p. 384.] True. The Mosaic Law was not given until much later.
 7. Jehovah’s Witnesses properly stand up, bow down, or even prostrate themselves before a ruler out of honor and respect for his position if that is the custom of the land. (Gen. 44:14) [Weekly Bible reading; see w74 p. 62.] True.
 8. After Moses turned all the water of Egypt into blood, the Egyptian priests imitated the feat and perhaps used well water to work their magic. (Ex. 7:19-24) [Weekly Bible reading; see w83 10/15 p. 30.] True.
 9. The Shekinah light was in evidence in the Most Holy of both the tabernacle and Solomon’s temple. (Compare Exodus 25:21, 22.) [Weekly Bible reading; see w66 p. 543.] True.
10. The “fatal accident” applies to the mother only. (Ex. 21:23) [Weekly Bible reading; see w77 pp. 479-80.] False. It applies to either the mother or the child developing in the womb.
Answer the following questions:
11. What defects do many Bible versions contain? [si p. 324 par. 17 (p. 323 par. 16)] There are inconsistencies or unsatisfactory renderings, which are infected with sectarian traditions or worldly philosophies. (Substance sufficient)
12. What results when Bible translators abandon literal translation for what they consider to be elegance of language and form? [si p. 326 par. 34 (p. 325 par. 31)] They have, in effect, watered down the very thoughts of God.
13. How is the New World Translation consistent in its renderings? [si p. 328 par. 7 (p. 327 par. 7)] For a given Hebrew or Greek word, there has been assigned one English word, and this has been used as uniformly as the idiom or context permits. (Substance sufficient)
14. What outstandingly demonstrates the authenticity of the Bible? [si p. 342 par. 25 (p. 342 par. 25)] The fulfillment of Bible prophecies.
15. Why was Rachel willing to give Leah an opportunity to conceive in exchange for some mandrakes, as related at Genesis 30:14, 15? [Weekly Bible reading; see w67 p. 320.] Rachel may have been willing to make the exchange in hopes that the mandrakes would help her become pregnant. (Substance sufficient)
16. How does Genesis 39:9 show that teaching children God’s Word will benefit them later in life? [Weekly Bible reading; see w73 p. 556 pars. 17, 18.] Joseph’s respect and love for God, which had been inculcated in him as a child, restrained him from wrongdoing. Similarly, impressing upon young ones God’s moral requirements will surely help them to live upright, happy lives.
17. Why did God have Moses ask Pharaoh’s permission to journey for three days into the wilderness, since He had purposed that the Israelites leave Egypt permanently? (Ex. 3:18) [Weekly Bible reading; see w82 1/1 p. 31.] God’s telling Moses to make such a reasonable request served as a test of Pharaoh and revealed that his heart was unreasonably hard.
18. Does having one’s name in God’s ‘book of life’ guarantee eternal life? (Ex. 32:32, 33) [Weekly Bible reading; see w87 9/1 p. 29.] No. If a person should become disobedient or abandon his faith, God would “blot out his name from the book of life.”—Rev. 3:5.
19. How can we explain that “Jehovah spoke to Moses face to face”? (Ex. 33:11) [Weekly Bible reading; see w70 p. 320.] Moses enjoyed continual two-way conversational communication with God in his capacity as mediator, or go-between. (Substance sufficient)
Provide the word or phrase needed to complete each of the following statements:
20. One of the reasons for inaccuracies in translating Hebrew verbal forms is the grammatical theory today called waw consecutive. [si p. 330 par. 14 (p. 329 par. 14)]
21. By 1989 (1963) the New World Translation had appeared in 11 (7) languages with more than 56,000,000 (3,662,000) copies having been printed. [si p. 331 par. 21 (p. 330 pars. 21, 22)]
22. According to one archaeologist, the focal point from which languages spread was the plains of Shinar. [si p. 339 par. 13 (p. 339 par. 13)]
23. The only ground for divorce with the right to remarry is adultery. [pe chap. 29 par. 28]
24. The name Shiloh means “He Whose [Right] It Is,” and prophetically it pointed to Jesus. (Gen. 49:10) [Weekly Bible reading; see re pp. 83-4.]
25. The new covenant aids in the formation of “a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.” (Ex. 19:6) [Weekly Bible reading; see w89 2/1 pp. 18-19.]
Select the correct answer in each of the following statements:
26. The archaeological discoveries at Gihon may corroborate the Bible’s record of (the Tower of Babel; the water tunnel at the City of David; Shishak’s invasion of Judah). [si p. 332 par. 4 (p. 333 par. 9)]
27. The (Arch of Titus; Pontius Pilate inscription; Areopagus) still remains in Athens, confirming the setting of Acts 17:16-34. [si p. 336 par. 19 (p. 336 par. 24)]
28. Modern medical research indicating that anger can affect blood pressure and produce cardiac sensations, headaches, nosebleeds, dizziness, and inability to vocalize agrees with (Proverbs 14:30; Job 19:20; Psalm 12:3). [si p. 340 par. 15 (p. 340 par. 15)]
29. The expression “between the two evenings” refers to the time from (noon until sundown; the setting of the sun until darkness; the evening of one calendar day to another). (Ex. 12:6) [Weekly Bible reading; see w73 p. 175.]
30. What is described at Exodus 40:34 was (evidence that Jehovah approved the tabernacle; a reminder that Jehovah was invisible; a sign of gloomy times to come). [Weekly Bible reading; see hs p. 71 par. 30.]
Match the following scriptures to the statements listed below:
Ex. 14:21; Deut. 23:9-14; 2 Ki. 3:4, 5; Ps. 19:7-10; Ps. 77:11, 12
31. The Moabite Stone corroborates this Bible account. [2 Ki. 3:4, 5] [si p. 333 par. 6 (p. 333 par. 11)]
32. The Bible’s counsel on hygiene is medically sound. [Deut. 23:9-14] [si p. 340 par. 17 (p. 340 par. 17)]
33. David expressed his heartfelt appreciation for the wisdom of God. [Ps. 19:7-10] [si p. 350 par. 7 (p. 350 par. 7)]
34. To benefit from the Scriptures, we must constantly meditate on God’s Word. [Ps. 77:11, 12] [si p. 351 par. 12 (p. 351 par. 12)]
35. Although there are plausible explanations offered, this is certainly a case of divine intervention rather than merely some sort of natural phenomenon. [Ex. 14:21] [Weekly Bible reading; see w81 8/15 p. 18.]




Theocratic Ministry School Review (km 4/92 p.5)
Closed-book review on material covered in Theocratic Ministry School assignments for the weeks of January 6 to April 20, 1992. Use a separate sheet of paper to write down answers to as many of the questions as you can in the time allotted.
[Note: During the written review, only the Bible may be used to answer any question. References that follow the questions are for your personal research. Page and paragraph numbers may not appear on all references to The Watchtower.]
Answer each of the following statements True or False:
 1. Under the Mosaic Law, all sins and sinners were considered in the same light. [si p. 29 par. 34 (1983 ed., p. 29 par. 34)] False. The higher the office, the greater the responsibility and the penalty. Willful sin was punished more severely than unintentional sin.
 2. The name Numbers has reference to the numbering of the people at Mount Sinai and later on the Plains of Moab. [si p. 30 par. 2 (p. 30 par. 2)] True.
 3. Although Numbers is exemplary in candor, Moses did cover over his own shortcomings. [si p. 31 par. 7 (p. 31 par. 7)] False. He told of the time he failed to sanctify Jehovah when water was provided at Meribah.
 4. Under the Law covenant, sin always required an atoning sacrifice, confession, repentance, and making amends to the extent possible. [si p. 29 par. 32 (p. 29 par. 32)] True.
 5. The “public cursing” was actually blasphemy. (Lev. 5:1) [Weekly Bible reading; see w87 9/1 p. 13.] False. It was a calling down of curses—likely from Jehovah—on the person who had wronged the individual doing the cursing.
 6. The high priest’s sacrificing a bull as a sin offering “in behalf of himself and his house” pictured Jesus’ sacrifice as applied to “his house” of underpriests. (Lev. 16:6) [Weekly Bible reading; see w87 3/1 p. 28] True.
 7. It is never proper to charge a brother interest. (Lev. 25:35-37) [Weekly Bible reading; see w84 2/15 p. 30.] False. If a brother lends money to another brother for business purposes, the lender may expect a return of the principal and may also charge interest.
 8. The laws concerning the cleansing of lepers and infected houses reflected an awareness of disease germs and protected against contagion. (Lev., chap. 14) [Weekly Bible reading; see g81 9/22 p. 25.] True.
 9. Between or above the cherubs on the lid of the ark of the covenant, there appeared the miraculous Shechinah light as a symbol of God’s presence in the Most Holy. (Num. 7:89) [Weekly Bible reading; see kj p. 165.] True.
10. The Israelites were to make “fringed edges” on their garments so as not to be in style with Moabites, Egyptians, or others and to be reminded that they were to be different. (Num. 15:38-40) [Weekly Bible reading; see w83 10/15 p. 20.] True.
Answer the following questions:
11. How does Leviticus magnify Jehovah’s name? [si p. 26 par. 9 (p. 26 par. 9)] No less than 36 times its laws are credited to Jehovah; the name of Jehovah appears, on an average, ten times in each chapter. (Either)
12. What priestly work will be accomplished by the High Priest, Jesus Christ, and his underpriests during the Thousand Year Reign? [si p. 30 par. 39 (p. 30 par. 39)] They will lift obedient mankind up to perfection and restore peace and righteousness to the earth.
13. Of what does the prohibition on eating fat remind Jehovah’s servants today? (Lev. 3:17) [Weekly Bible reading; see w84 2/15 p. 29.] It may well remind Jehovah’s modern-day servants that they should continually give their very best to him.
14. What may have been involved in the sin of Nadab and Abihu? (Lev. 10:1, 2) [Weekly Bible reading; see w84 2/15 p. 29.] While the actual reason for the death of Nadab and Abihu was their offering “illegitimate fire,” they may also have been under the influence of alcohol.
15. Why did childbirth make a woman “unclean”? (Lev. 12:2, 5) [Weekly Bible reading; see w84 2/15 p. 29.] The temporary period of uncleanness called to mind the hereditary sinfulness that had been passed on to the newborn child.
16. Why was capital punishment prescribed for anyone ‘calling down evil’ on his parents? (Lev. 20:9) [Weekly Bible reading; see w84 2/15 pp. 29-30.] Such a hateful, vicious spirit constitutes murder in Jehovah’s sight, and the Law prescribed the same penalty for thus reviling one’s parents as for actually murdering them.
17. What is meant by ‘ten women baking bread in one oven’? (Lev. 26:26) [Weekly Bible reading; see w84 2/15 p. 30.] There would be such a scarcity of food that one oven would be sufficient to handle all the baking done by ten women.
18. Why did Miriam speak against Moses because of his Cushite wife? (Num. 12:1) [Weekly Bible reading; see w84 4/15 p. 29.] The actual motive was a desire for greater power; Miriam may have feared being replaced as first lady in the camp.
19. What important fact did Korah disregard? (Num. 16:1-3) [Weekly Bible reading; see w78 11/15 p. 14.] Korah disregarded the fact that Moses and Aaron had received their appointment from Jehovah.
Provide the word or phrase needed to complete each of the following statements:
20. Leviticus was written by Moses in the year 1512 B.C.E. [si p. 25 par. 4 (p. 25 par. 4)]
21. A theme of holiness runs throughout Leviticus, which mentions this requirement more than any other Bible book. [si p. 26 par. 9 (p. 26 par. 9)]
22. The fulfillments of many of the prophetic types in Leviticus are described in the book of Hebrews. [si p. 29 par. 37 (p. 29 par. 37)]
23. The book of Numbers covers the period from 1512 to 1473 B.C.E. [si p. 30 par. 4 (p. 30 par. 4)]
24. In the book of Numbers, Israel’s disobedient and rebellious course is used to emphasize the vital need to obey Jehovah. [si p. 31 par. 9 (p. 31 par. 9)]
25. The statutes in Leviticus regarding diet, disease, quarantine, and treatment of dead bodies reveal a knowledge of facts not appreciated by worldly men of medicine until thousands of years later. [si p. 26 par. 7 (p. 26 par. 7)]
Select the correct answer in each of the following statements:
26. The book of Leviticus covers (40 years; one year; one month). [si p. 25 par. 3 (p. 25 par. 3)]
27. The book of Numbers was completed by Moses in the year (1513; 1512; 1473) B.C.E. [si p. 30 par. 4 (p. 30 par. 4)]
28. ‘Afflicting the soul’ evidently referred to (fasting; beating oneself; refraining from any recreational activities). (Lev. 16:29) [Weekly Bible reading; see w84 2/15 p. 29.]
29. The ‘falling away’ of a woman’s thigh actually meant that (she would quit serving Jehovah; she lost the use of her leg; her reproductive organs would atrophy, making conception impossible). (Num. 5:21) [Weekly Bible reading; see w84 4/15 p. 29.]
30. “The book of the Wars of Jehovah” was (apostate material; a reliable historical record; a fictional account of Bible stories). (Num. 21:14, 15) [Weekly Bible reading; see w84 4/15 p. 30.]
Match the following scriptures to the statements listed below:
Lev. 2:11, 12; Lev. 17:10-14; Lev. 19:32; Num. 15:30, 31; Heb. 13:11
31. Because blood is sacred, it may not be taken into the body in any form. [Lev. 17:10-14] [si p. 29 par. 33 (p. 29 par. 33)]
32. On Atonement Day the carcasses of animals for the sin offering were taken outside the camp and burned. [Heb. 13:11] [si p. 29 par. 38 (p. 29 par. 38)]
33. When “honey” meant the syrup of fruits, then it could ferment and would, consequently, be unacceptable for sacrifice. [Lev. 2:11, 12] [Weekly Bible reading; see w84 2/15 p. 29.]
34. Respect for the elderly was a national policy in Israel. [Lev. 19:32] [Weekly Bible reading; see w87 6/1 p. 5.]
35. Willful, unrepentant violators of God’s law were put to death. [Num. 15:30, 31] [Weekly Bible reading; see w91 4/15 p. 15.]




Theocratic Ministry School Review (km 8/92 p.5)
Closed-book review on material covered in Theocratic Ministry School assignments for the weeks of May 4 to August 24, 1992. Use a separate sheet of paper to write down answers to as many of the questions as you can in the time allotted.
[Note: During the written review, only the Bible may be used to answer any question. References that follow the questions are for your personal research. Page and paragraph numbers may not appear on all references to The Watchtower.]
Answer each of the following statements True or False:
 1. In public reading, well-placed pauses are a vital part of emphasis. [sg p. 30 par. 6] True.
 2. We should study with a view to remembering the material for later application, whether in our own lives or in the field ministry. [sg p. 36 par. 10] True.
 3. The purpose of an enlarged vocabulary is to impress upon worldly people that Jehovah’s Witnesses are well-informed and capable. [sg p. 55 par. 7] False. Our objective is to convey information.
 4. The strongest testimony in support of the authenticity of Deuteronomy is archaeology. [si p. 37 par. 8 (1983 ed., p. 37 par. 8)] False. Jesus gives the strongest testimony in support of Deuteronomy, which he quoted several times during his ministry.
 5. When Numbers 35:16 says, “Now if it was with an instrument of iron that he has struck him,” it means that the instrument was deliberately used as a weapon. [Weekly Bible reading; see g78 12/22 p. 27.] True.
 6. “The great one” at Deuteronomy 1:17 would be seemingly great because of his material means, educational background, or major accomplishments. [Weekly Bible reading; see w77 p. 148.] True.
 7. We must conclude from Deuteronomy 19:21 that capital punishment for deliberate murder was part of divine law. [Weekly Bible reading; see g74 7/22 p. 28.] True.
 8. “The things revealed” at Deuteronomy 29:29 came to involve all the information recorded in the Bible. [Weekly Bible reading; see w87 5/15 p. 31.] True.
 9. Jehovah arranged for the tribe of Judah to ‘instruct Jacob in God’s judicial decisions and Israel in God’s law.’ (Deut. 33:10) [Weekly Bible reading; see w88 8/15 p. 11 par. 7.] False. It was the tribe of Levi.
10. The Gibeonites foreshadowed the remnant. (Josh. 10:1-11) [Weekly Bible reading; see w86 12/15 p. 22 par. 8.] False. The Gibeonites pictured the “great crowd.”—Rev. 7:9.
Answer the following questions:
11. What is the main difficulty to overcome when delivering a manuscript talk? [sg p. 31 par. 9] To make it sound conversational, not like a reading. (Substance sufficient)
12. How can the theme of a talk be determined? [sg p. 44 par. 2] The theme should contain the gist of the talk, the one central idea you want the audience to remember. (Substance sufficient)
13. What is the meaning of the name Deuteronomy, and to what did the book exhort? [si p. 36 par. 4 (p. 36 par. 4)] It means “Second Law; Repetition of the Law.” It exhorted Israel to love and obey Jehovah. (Substance sufficient)
14. What was the purpose of the Urim and Thummim at Deuteronomy 33:8? [Weekly Bible reading; see w86 1/15 p. 8.] They are thought to have been sacred lots that were used when a question needed an answer from Jehovah. (Substance sufficient)
15. How would God’s Law “serve as a frontlet band between your eyes” for the Israelites? (Deut. 6:8) [Weekly Bible reading; see w73 p. 192.] God’s people were to identify themselves publicly as upholders of God’s Law. (Substance sufficient)
16. How can Jehovah’s utterances nourish us? (Deut. 8:2, 3) [Weekly Bible reading; see w85 6/15 p. 17 par. 15.] It is by experiencing collectively and individually the wonderful way in which Jehovah deals with us and acts in our behalf. (Substance sufficient)
17. Why did God’s law at Deuteronomy 22:28, 29 say that an Israelite man who had sex relations with an unengaged virgin had to marry her and could never divorce her? [Weekly Bible reading; see w89 11/15 p. 31.] This law would deter immorality by causing any would-be offender to weigh the long-term consequences of fornication. (Substance sufficient)
18. When we consider the confederation that faced Israel, what corresponding situation do we see today? (Josh. 9:1, 2) [Weekly Bible reading; see w86 12/15 p. 22 par. 5.] The nations now band together against Jehovah and the Greater Joshua. (Substance sufficient)
19. Instead of a scientific statement about planetary motion at Joshua 10:13, what did Joshua intend to give? [Weekly Bible reading; see w81 10/1 p. 5.] He simply tells us what the Israelites saw. (Substance sufficient)
20. The opening sentences of a talk should serve what two purposes? [sg p. 46 par. 9] They should stimulate interest and help the audience to see why the information is of importance to them. (Substance sufficient)
Provide the word or phrase needed to complete each of the following statements:
21. When you are finished with the Bible reading, it would be appropriate to take some time to do research if points are not clear. [sg p. 35 par. 7]
22. When preparing a talk, you should exclude points that do not truly contribute to your theme. [sg p. 41 par. 10]
23. By doing a good job of preparation for each assignment in the Theocratic Ministry School, we allow ourselves to be molded; trained by this program of education that Jehovah has provided. [sg p. 43 par. 18] (Either)
24. The “soul that he is seizing” would amount to seizing one’s means of life. (Deut. 24:6) [Weekly Bible reading; see w84 7/15 p. 25.]
25. The Bible provides a definition of murder at Numbers 35:20, 21. [Weekly Bible reading; see g74 5/8 p. 27.]
Select the correct answer in each of the following statements:
26. It is good to ask questions of householders because this (makes them more inclined to listen; causes them to see that they do not know the answer; helps them appreciate that false religion has not taught them properly). [sg p. 52 par. 12]
27. The copper serpent pointed forward to (Satan; King David; Jesus). (Num. 21:8, 9) [si p. 35 par. 34 (p. 35 par. 34)]
28. Peter quotes from (Leviticus; Numbers; Deuteronomy) in clinching his argument that Jesus is the Christ and the Prophet greater than Moses. [si p. 40 par. 31 (p. 40 par. 31)]
29. The book of Joshua covers the period from (1513-1473; 1473-c. 1450; 1473-c. 1100) B.C.E. [si p. 42 par. 5 (p. 43 par. 5)]
30. To “act wisely” would mean to act (according to all the accumulated knowledge of Egypt; with insight; in a cautious manner). (Josh. 1:8) [Weekly Bible reading; see w89 3/15 p. 13 par. 10.]
Match the following scriptures to the statements listed below:
Num. 21:5, 6; 23:23; 32:23; Deut. 12:24; Matt. 28:19, 20
31. In view of these instructions, every Christian has the need to improve his teaching ability. [Matt. 28:19, 20] [sg p. 49 par. 2]
32. In warning against murmuring, Paul referred to this scripture. [Num. 21:5, 6] [si p. 35 par. 36 (p. 35 par. 36)]
33. Because of this prohibition, Jehovah’s Witnesses do not allow the procedure of having their own blood stored and later put back into them. [Deut. 12:24] [Weekly Bible reading; see w89 3/1 p. 30.]
34. The principle here is similar to that of Galatians 6:7: “For whatever a man is sowing, this he will also reap.” [Num. 32:23] [Weekly Bible reading; see w72 p. 392.]
35. Jehovah’s Witnesses have no fear of witchcraft or spells if they reject anything connected with witchcraft, including charms or “medicine” prepared by a witch doctor. [Num. 23:23] [Weekly Bible reading; see g70 8/22 p. 7.]




Theocratic Ministry School Review (km 12/92 p.5)
Closed-book review on material covered in Theocratic Ministry School assignments for the weeks of September 7 to December 21, 1992. Use a separate sheet of paper to write down answers to as many of the questions as you can in the time allotted.
[Note: During the written review, only the Bible may be used to answer any question. References that follow the questions are for your personal research. Page and paragraph numbers may not appear on all references to The Watchtower.]
Answer each of the following statements True or False:
 1. It is best to memorize a talk so as to be free of all notes. [sg p. 63 par. 17] False. Memorized speeches have the disadvantages of not being adaptable, of lacking naturalness, and of raising the possibility of one’s forgetting a vital portion.
 2. To improve your voice quality, it is helpful to listen to a recording of your own voice. [sg p. 64 par. 3] True.
 3. We need not be tactful when talking to family members who are unbelievers. [sg p. 72 par. 12] False. Tactfulness in dealing with unbelievers may result in their accepting true worship someday.
 4. The use of viewpoint questions is very helpful in reaching a person’s heart. [sg p. 76 par. 10] True.
 5. By remaining in the city of refuge, the unintentional manslayer would be impressed with the seriousness of what he had done and also the mercy of Jehovah in allowing him asylum. (Josh. 20:6) [Weekly Bible reading; see also w73 p. 304.] True.
 6. As described in the account at Judges 6:37-39, Gideon was being overly cautious. [Weekly Bible reading; see also w88 4/1 p. 30.] False. The fact that Jehovah accepted Gideon’s request both times and did just as Gideon asked is an indication that his action was proper.
 7. Although Manoah did not actually see God, he felt that he had because he had seen the materialized angelic spokesman for God. (Judg. 13:22) [Weekly Bible reading; see also w88 5/15 p. 23.] True.
 8. Samuel and his sons are usually not counted among the judges who served after Joshua. [Weekly Bible reading; see also w86 6/1 p. 31.] True. Acts 13:20 says that “judges [were given] until Samuel the prophet.”
 9. Although not a priest, Samuel acted correctly in offering sacrifices, as recorded at 1 Samuel 10:8. [Weekly Bible reading; see also w71 p. 478.] True. Although Samuel was not authorized to offer up sacrifices at the sanctuary altar, as Jehovah’s representative and prophet, he could offer up sacrifices at other places.
10. By giving David his garments, his sword, his bow, and his belt, Jonathan showed recognition of and submission to David as the one anointed to be king. (1 Sam. 18:3, 4) [Weekly Bible reading; see w89 1/1 p. 24 par. 4.] True.
Answer the following questions:
11. Why did Jehovah rightly decree extermination for Baal worshipers? [si p. 47 par. 7 (1983 ed., p. 47 par. 8)] Baal worship featured materialism, extreme nationalism, sex worship, images, and detestable human sacrifices. (Substance sufficient)
12. What are two advantages of extemporaneous speech? [sg pp. 59-60 pars. 5-7] It allows for versatility and adjustments; it stimulates the mind, leaving the speaker free to develop fresh thoughts; it allows the speaker to keep his eyes on his listeners. (Any two)
13. How may tact be defined? [sg p. 69 par. 2] “Discernment of what is appropriate to say or do in dealing with others” or the “ability to deal with others without giving offense.” (Either)
14. When teaching another, why must we endeavor to do more than simply convey knowledge? [sg p. 75 pars. 7, 8] We must also endeavor to reach the person’s heart so that he will be motivated to apply the knowledge to his course of life. (Substance sufficient)
15. Besides talking, what is involved in conversation? [sg p. 79 par. 3] Listening, asking appropriate questions, and showing genuine interest in what the other person is saying. (Substance sufficient)
16. If conversation of a group ceases to be upbuilding, what can we personally do about it? [sg p. 83 par. 22] We can try to direct the conversation back to an upbuilding level.
17. In view of Judges 4:4, can Deborah be viewed as one of the judges of ancient Israel? Explain. [Weekly Bible reading; see w86 6/1 p. 31.] No. She is called first a prophetess, and she is linked with Judge Barak, who particularly took the lead in delivering Israel.
18. Why did Samson go to a prostitute’s place in the Philistine city of Gaza? (Judg. 16:1) [Weekly Bible reading; see also w79 2/15 p. 31.] Her home in enemy territory was the only place where he could find accommodations for the night. (Substance sufficient)
19. Why did Jehovah feel ‘regret that he had caused Saul to reign as king’? (1 Sam. 15:10, 11) [Weekly Bible reading; see also g77 3/22 p. 28.] God’s regret was not because the choice of Saul was wrong but because Saul did not use his privilege in harmony with the divine will. (Substance sufficient)
Provide the word or phrase needed to complete each of the following statements:
20. The unusual supernatural events recorded at Joshua 10:10-14 are powerful reminders of Jehovah’s ability to bring a final extermination of all wicked opposers. [si p. 45 par. 23 (p. 46 par. 23)] (Substance sufficient)
21. Usually one’s mouth should be four to six inches from the microphone. [sg p. 68 par. 19]
22. With the help of God’s spirit, we can be as strong spiritually as Samson was physically if we but pray to Jehovah and lean upon him. [si p. 50 par. 27 (p. 50 par. 28)]
23. The book of Ruth highlights Jehovah’s purpose to produce a Kingdom heir. [si p. 51 par. 1 (p. 51 par. 1)]
24. The account at Judges 19:15 relates an unusual case of Israelites failing to show the customary hospitality. [Weekly Bible reading; see also w75 p. 359.]
25. God’s law on blood cannot be set aside in times of emergency. (1 Sam. 14:31-34) [Weekly Bible reading; see also w86 9/1 p. 25.]
Select the correct answer in each of the following statements:
26. The writing of Judges was completed (c. 1090; c. 1100; 1078) B.C.E. [si p. 46 par. 3 and box (p. 46 par. 3)]
27. (Ruth; Rahab; Deborah) left her homeland to pursue the worship of Jehovah and proved herself to be loyal, submissive, and a willing worker. [si p. 52 par. 9 (p. 52 par. 9)]
28. In the year (917; 1017; 1117) B.C.E., there came a momentous change in Israel’s national organization. [si p. 53 par. 1 (p. 53 par. 1)]
29. The writers of 1 Samuel were (Samuel; Gad; Nathan; David; Saul). [si p. 53 par. 2 (p. 53 par. 2)]
30. One who honored his family members more than God was (Manoah; Eli; Saul). (1 Sam. 2:29, 30) [Weekly Bible reading; see also w87 12/15 p. 16 par. 8.]
Match the following scriptures to the statements listed below:
Josh. 22:9-31; Judg. 8:23; Ruth 2:9; 1 Sam. 21:13-15; Eph. 5:3, 4
31. God’s Word guides us as to the kind of speech to avoid in our everyday life. [Eph. 5:3, 4] [sg p. 56 par. 9]
32. Jehovah does not approve of making women victims of sexual harassment. [Ruth 2:9] [Weekly Bible reading; see also w87 3/15 p. 5.]
33. When we are confronted with problems, Jehovah expects us to use our mental faculties and not simply wait on him to work out matters for us. [1 Sam. 21:13-15] [Weekly Bible reading; see also w87 4/15 p. 19 par. 14.]
34. Imperfect humans should resist the temptation to misuse power. [Judg. 8:23] [Weekly Bible reading; see also w86 8/15 p. 11 par. 13.]
35. Discernment will help us to avoid assigning bad motives to the actions of others. [Josh. 22:9-31] [Weekly Bible reading; see also w86 11/1 p. 23 par. 10.]




Theocratic Ministry School Review (km 4/93 p.5)
Closed-book review on material covered in Theocratic Ministry School assignments for the weeks of January 4 to April 19, 1993. Use a separate sheet of paper to write down answers to as many of the questions as you can in the time allotted.
[Note: During the written review, only the Bible may be used to answer any question. References that follow the questions are for your personal research. Page and paragraph numbers may not appear on all references to The Watchtower.]
Answer each of the following statements True or False:
 1. In conducting a Bible study, it may sometimes be better not to answer all the questions brought up, but to save certain ones for future consideration. [sg p. 94 par. 14] True.
 2. One of the main objectives of the Theocratic Ministry School is to help us to become more effective in the field ministry. [sg p. 96 par. 1] True.
 3. In the Theocratic Ministry School, the points on which counsel is to be given will always be those on which the student was previously notified to work. [sg p. 101 par. 7] True.
 4. Until now there has been no support of 1 Kings by archaeology. [si p. 65 par. 4 (1983 ed., p. 65 par. 4)] False. Archaeologists digging on the site of ancient Succoth have unearthed evidence of smelting activities there, in confirmation of 1 Kings 7:45, 46.
 5. It is not enough for the counselor merely to tell a speaker that he did well or that he needs to work again on a particular speech quality. [sg p. 103 par. 13 (1971 ed., p. 103 par. 15)] True. The counselor should also explain why it was good or why it needed improvement and how to improve.
 6. Often a weakness in door-to-door presentations is that the introduction is too long, and the householder wonders when the Witness will get to the point. [sg p. 115 par. 14] True.
 7. If a congregation has voice-amplifying equipment, then it is not necessary to counsel student speakers on the matter of volume. [sg p. 117 par. 6] False. If care is not exercised in the use of microphones and the volume fluctuates extremely, it might be necessary to counsel the student for lack of consideration of these circumstances.
 8. When giving a student talk, pauses are so important that it is suggested that a speaker even indicate on his manuscript or outline where he especially wants to pause. [sg pp. 120-1, pars. 20, 23] True.
 9. The prediction of the spirit medium in En-dor did not come true in any respect. (1 Sam. 28:19) [Weekly Bible reading; see w79 2/15 p. 6.] False. Although Saul’s son Ish-bosheth did not die that day, otherwise the prediction did come true.
10. The experience of David and Bath-sheba should emphasize to parents that their conduct can greatly affect their children. (2 Sam. 12:13, 14) [Weekly Bible reading; see w86 3/15 p. 31.] True.
Answer the following questions:
11. Wherein did Eli and Saul fail? [si p. 57 par. 27 (p. 57 par. 27)] Eli neglected to act and Saul acted presumptuously. (Substance sufficient)
12. When writing letters, how can you show interest in the one to whom you are writing? [sg p. 89 par. 13] Include questions about his well-being, his plans, matters that he previously wrote about, mutual friends, progress of his Bible students. (Any; substance sufficient)
13. How can we effectively direct our hearers to the Bible when giving a talk? [sg p. 122 par. 3] By extending a direct invitation to the audience to use the Bible; by simply saying where the texts are located, then glancing around to see if the audience is looking up the citation. (Either; substance sufficient)
14. What is meant at 2 Samuel 18:8, which says: “The forest did more in eating up the people than the sword did”? [Weekly Bible reading; see w87 3/15 p. 31.] Likely, Absalom’s routed men fell into pits and hidden ravines and became entangled in the dense underbrush. (Substance sufficient)
15. Who caused David to take a count of the Israelites? (2 Sam. 24:1) [Weekly Bible reading; see w92 7/15 p. 5.] God was displeased with the Israelites and therefore allowed Satan the Devil to bring this sin upon them. (Substance sufficient)
16. At 1 Kings 8:12, why did Solomon state: “Jehovah himself said he was to reside in the thick gloom”? [Weekly Bible reading; see w79 7/15 p. 31.] Because Jehovah himself had associated his presence with a cloud (Ex. 19:9), Solomon spoke of ‘Jehovah’s residing in the thick gloom.’ (Substance sufficient)
17. How have there proved to be people like the queen of Sheba in our day? (1 Ki. 10:4, 7) [Weekly Bible reading; see su p. 149 par. 8.] Some who have been prominent in the world have become members of the “great crowd.” (Rev. 7:9) (Substance sufficient)
18. What archaeological evidence supports the account at 1 Kings 14:25, 26? [Weekly Bible reading; see ce p. 212 par. 31.] On the temple walls of Karnak in Egypt is the record of Pharaoh Shishak’s invasion of Judah.
19. What does 1 Kings 15:14 mean when it says that ‘Asa did not remove the high places’? [Weekly Bible reading; see w80 12/1 p. 28 ftn.] Despite being destroyed earlier, the high places may have cropped up again during Asa’s rule. Or it may be that high places as centers of idolatry were removed but improper worship of Jehovah at high places continued. (Either; substance sufficient)
Provide the word or phrase needed to complete each of the following statements:
20. When writing a letter to give a witness, always show your own return address on the outside of the envelope. [sg p. 87 pars. 7, 8]
21. To avoid private speculation when preparing a talk, the Society’s publications should be used and relied upon. [sg p. 111 par. 13]
22. To accomplish the purpose of a talk, no more material should be introduced than can be clearly developed in the allotted time or can be reasonably absorbed by the audience. [sg p. 112 par. 19] (Either; substance sufficient)
23. When 1 Samuel 25:37 says Nabal’s “heart came to be dead inside him,” it means that he evidently had a stroke. [Weekly Bible reading; see also w80 6/15 p. 30.]
24. The covenant described at 2 Samuel 7:12, 13 is the Davidic Kingdom covenant. [Weekly Bible reading; see w89 2/1 p. 14.]
Select the correct answer in each of the following statements:
25. Jeremiah evidently completed the writing of 1 Kings in (1040; 607; 580) B.C.E. [si p. 64 (p. 64)]
26. Second Samuel covered the period between (c. 1180-1078; 1077-c. 1040; 1040-911) B.C.E. [si p. 59 par. 3 (p. 59 par. 3)]
27. Care must be exercised to use in the introduction only (what interests the audience; what makes you enthusiastic; what contributes to your purpose in speaking). [sg p. 114 par. 8]
28. Today, the modern-day Rephaim are (dictatorial rulerships; the clergy; the United Nations). (2 Sam. 21:20) [Weekly Bible reading; see w89 1/1 p. 20 par. 8.]
29. According to 1 Kings 6:1, Solomon began to build the temple in (1037; 1034; 1020) B.C.E. [Weekly Bible reading; see si p. 285 par. 8 (p. 284 par. 8).]
30. At 1 Kings 18:21-40, the real issue was which god (had the most devotees; had the support of superior authorities; should be served). [Weekly Bible reading; see w84 7/15 pp. 8-9.]
Match the following scriptures to the statements listed below:
2 Sam. 1:26; 6:6, 7; 13:14, 15; 1 Ki. 1:1; Heb. 10:23-25
31. Each one has a personal responsibility to comment at the meetings. [Heb. 10:23-25] [sg p. 92 par. 7]
32. Good intentions do not alter God’s requirements. [2 Sam. 6:6, 7] [si p. 63 par. 30 (p. 63 par. 30)]
33. There is a superlative bond of loving unity between the “other sheep” and the remnant. (John 10:16) [2 Sam. 1:26] [Weekly Bible reading; see w89 1/1 pp. 25-6.]
34. Just because a young man expresses passionate love for a girl and insists on having relations with her does not necessarily mean that he sincerely loves her. [2 Sam. 13:14, 15] [Weekly Bible reading; see yy p. 140 par. 22.]
35. It is not uncommon for older people to find it hard to keep warm. [1 Ki. 1:1] [Weekly Bible reading; see also g82 6/8 p. 22.]




Theocratic Ministry School Review (km 8/93 p.5)
Closed-book review on material covered in Theocratic Ministry School assignments for the weeks of May 3 to August 23, 1993. Use a separate sheet of paper to write down answers to as many of the questions as you can in the time allotted.
[Note: During the written review, only the Bible may be used to answer any question. References that follow the questions are for your personal research. Page and paragraph numbers may not appear on all references to The Watchtower.]
Answer each of the following statements True or False:
 1. The prophecy, made more than 300 years in advance, that Josiah would rip apart Jeroboam’s altar at Bethel had a remarkable fulfillment. [si p. 68 par. 25 (1983 ed., p. 68 par. 25)] True.
 2. Second Kings covers the period from Solomon’s rule in 1037 B.C.E. to c. 580 B.C.E. [si p. 69 par. 2 (p. 69 par. 2)] False. It covers the period beginning with the rule of King Ahaziah of Israel in about 920 B.C.E. and ending in 580 B.C.E.
 3. After reading a Scripture text, to make application it is generally enough just to discuss the text. [sg p. 129 par. 20] False. You must plainly connect the thoughts emphasized in the text to your introductory argument.
 4. While repetition is an essential teaching technique, needless repetition can make a talk wordy and uninteresting. [sg p. 131 par. 11] True.
 5. When you master speaking from an outline, you will have taken a great stride forward as a public speaker. [sg p. 140 par. 10] True.
 6. It is not possible to make the oral reading of paragraphs sound like extemporaneous speech. [sg p. 146 par. 21] False. If the reader gets the sense of the material and reads it as naturally and meaningfully as he can, he can often make it sound as though it were extemporaneous speech.
 7. Placement of stress involves the recognizing of those words that convey the thought and then making them stand out in relation to the words surrounding them. [sg p. 159 par. 3] True.
 8. Eye cosmetics were unknown in Bible times. [Weekly Bible reading; see g77 9/22 p. 20.] False. Queen Jezebel used such cosmetics, as described at 2 Kings 9:30.
 9. Archaeological evidence strongly supports the Bible account at 2 Kings 17:6-18 regarding the Assyrian destruction of the northern kingdom of Israel. [Weekly Bible reading; see gm pp. 47-8.] True.
10. David’s words at 1 Chronicles 16:31 illustrate that although Jehovah’s rulership dates from the beginning of creation, he has at times made specific expressions of his rulership that allow for his being spoken of as ‘becoming King’ at a particular time. [Weekly Bible reading; see w85 12/15 p. 11.] True.
Answer the following questions:
11. When a householder reads a text, how can you stress its key points? [sg p. 128 par. 13] After the reading is completed, draw attention to key words by repeating them or asking questions. (Substance sufficient)
12. If a speaker has a problem with mannerisms in gesturing, what should he do? [sg p. 133 par. 20] He could limit himself to descriptive gestures until he gains experience and becomes more at ease on the platform. (Substance sufficient)
13. What can you do to correct a lack of fluency in reading? [sg p. 143 par. 7] You would do well to practice reading aloud regularly and systematically.
14. Why was Chronicles written? [si p. 75 par. 2 (p. 75 par. 2)] Accurate genealogical lists were necessary to assure that only authorized persons served as priests; to confirm tribal inheritances; to have a dependable record of the lineage of Judah and of David. (Any)
15. What is a basic way to develop a logical argument, or line of reasoning? [sg p. 151 par. 11] Set forth the truth and produce facts to prove it; attack an erroneous position and leave the truth to assert itself. (Either; substance sufficient)
16. What was “the Testimony” at 2 Kings 11:12? [Weekly Bible reading; see w91 2/1 p. 31.] This may have involved a brief symbolic gesture illustrating that the king was not above Jehovah’s Law, or Testimony. (Substance sufficient)
17. In harmony with 2 Kings 19:32, 33, how was the king of Assyria stopped from coming into Jerusalem? [Weekly Bible reading; see w88 2/15 p. 28.] Jehovah’s angel struck down 185,000 Assyrians; the king of Assyria was killed by two of his own sons, therefore never achieving his goal of conquering Jerusalem. (Either; substance sufficient)
18. What can we learn from David’s experience with Hanun at 1 Chronicles 19:2-4? [Weekly Bible reading; see w73 p. 478.] In dealing with others, we ought to guard against being unduly suspicious.
19. How do the 24 priestly divisions help us to understand the identity of the “elders” referred to at Revelation 4:4? (1 Chron. 24:4) [Weekly Bible reading; see w73 p. 62.] That there were 24 priestly divisions fits nicely with the fact that the “twenty-four elders” represent the heavenly priesthood of 144,000.
20. How do we understand 1 Chronicles 29:5 to have application among Jehovah’s people today? [Weekly Bible reading; see w90 7/1 p. 31.] Anyone, young or old, may wish to make a voluntary contribution to further the Kingdom interests. (Substance sufficient)
Provide the word or phrase needed to complete each of the following statements:
21. Every talk needs a theme in order to give it direction and to tie its parts together in a pleasing way. [sg p. 133 par. 1]
22. A speaker who is skilled does not lose contact with the audience by looking at his notes either for too long a time or at the wrong time. [sg p. 138 par. 1]
23. To show that he tolerates no disrespect for his official servants, Jehovah brought swift recompense upon the delinquents who mocked Elisha as the prophet of Jehovah. [si p. 74 par. 34 (p. 74 par. 34)]
24. As the speaker, you always have the obligation of being able to answer the question “why?” [sg p. 155 par. 7]
25. Matthew and Luke drew on the genealogies of First Chronicles in clearly establishing that Jesus was the Messiah. [si p. 78 par. 23 (p. 78 par. 23)]
26. In most talks, coherence requires a connective from one point to another. [sg p. 149 par. 2]
Select the correct answer in each of the following statements:
27. After determining the theme of your talk, the next step is to select the (scriptures; illustrations; main points) that you plan to use. [sg p. 135 par. 9]
28. To maintain common ground in a talk, you must (speak very clearly; keep in mind the viewpoint of the audience; be enthusiastic). [sg p. 156 par. 17]
29. “The twentieth year of Jotham” means the 20th year of (his life; his actual reign; the period that had passed since he became king). (2 Ki. 15:30) [Weekly Bible reading; see w80 9/15 p. 8.]
30. Those who came “to David to help him” were (selfishly motivated; wholeheartedly choosing to support David’s kingship; following the course of least resistance). (1 Chron. 12:22) [Weekly Bible reading; see w83 3/1 p. 18.]
Match the following scriptures to the statements listed below:
1 Ki. 22:19-22; 2 Ki. 1:2, 7, 8; 5:1-5; 25:27-30; 1 Chron. 9:26, 27
31. The way we dress can link us with a certain group or class. [2 Ki. 1:2, 7, 8] [Weekly Bible reading; see w72 p. 666.]
32. Levite gatekeepers had an office of unique trust. [1 Chron. 9:26, 27] [Weekly Bible reading; see w88 12/1 p. 21.]
33. Although elders may feel that they know how to handle situations, they should learn from Jehovah’s example and listen to what others say and take it to heart. [1 Ki. 22:19-22] [Weekly Bible reading; see w74 p. 436.]
34. Archaeology supports the fact that a Judean king captive in Babylon was eventually released from prison and given an allowance of food. [2 Ki. 25:27-30] [Weekly Bible reading; see gm p. 48.]
35. Children can move adults to action. [2 Ki. 5:1-5] [Weekly Bible reading; see w74 p. 402.]




Theocratic Ministry School Review (km 12/93 p.5)
Closed-book review on material covered in Theocratic Ministry School assignments for the weeks of September 6 to December 20, 1993. Use a separate sheet of paper to write down answers to as many of the questions as you can in the time allotted.
[Note: During the written review, only the Bible may be used to answer any question. References that follow the questions are for your personal research. Page and paragraph numbers may not appear on all references to The Watchtower.]
Answer each of the following statements True or False:
 1. The book of Ezra covers the record of Jehovah’s dealings with the Jews down to the time of the assembling of the Hebrew catalog. [si p. 85 par. 7 (1983 ed., p. 86 par. 7)] True.
 2. Originally the books of Ezra and Nehemiah were one book, called Ezra. [si p. 88 par. 3 (p. 88 par. 3)] True.
 3. When delivering a talk, it is best not to carry your enthusiasm on too high a plane throughout the entire talk. [sg p. 164 par. 6] True.
 4. The closing verses of 2 Chronicles prove that a full 70 years must be counted from the complete desolation of Judah to the restoration of pure worship in 537 B.C.E. [si p. 84 par. 35 (p. 84 par. 35)] True.
 5. Commenting regularly at meetings will help you to become accustomed to speaking before a group. [sg p. 183 par. 14] True.
 6. The “woman of the sons of Dan” was also married to a man of the tribe of Dan. (2 Chron. 2:14) [Weekly Bible reading; see w79 4/15 p. 31.] False. Her husband was evidently from the tribe of Naphtali.
 7. Second Chronicles 16:14 indicates that King Asa was cremated. [Weekly Bible reading; see w76 p. 416.] False. The “funeral burning” here mentioned was of aromatic spices, not of his body.
 8. At Luke 11:51, Jesus was evidently referring to the stoning of Zechariah the son of Jehoiada. (2 Chron. 24:20, 21) [Weekly Bible reading; see w80 3/1 p. 31.] True.
 9. If any of Jehovah’s Witnesses should miss the Memorial, they should celebrate it 30 days later. (2 Chron. 30:2) [Weekly Bible reading; see w85 2/15 p. 31.] False. This would apply only to the anointed Christians.
10. The Jewish exiles were resettled in their homeland by “the seventh month,” or about October 1, 537 B.C.E. (Ezra 3:1) [Weekly Bible reading; see si p. 283 par. 29 (p. 282 par. 30).] True.
Answer the following questions:
11. Proper timing of a talk is fundamentally a matter of what? [sg p. 179 par. 25] Preparation.
12. What temple exceeds earthly temples in glory? [si p. 87 par. 16 (p. 87 par. 16)] Jehovah’s spiritual temple.
13. What is modulation? [sg p. 160 par. 11] Modulation is variation of pitch, pace, and power.
14. Why must the application of an illustration be made clear? [sg p. 169 par. 10] If the application is not clearly made, not all will get the point. (Substance sufficient)
15. If a speaker goes overtime, what effect may this have on his conclusion? [sg p. 177 par. 16] The audience may not really pay attention to it and will probably fail to get the benefit of it. (Substance sufficient)
16. Why is it not improper to make tape recordings of public prayers? (2 Chron. 33:18) [Weekly Bible reading; see w78 1/1 p. 32.] The Bible does not speak against making a record of a prayer.
17. What name does secular history provide for Asenappar? (Ezra 4:10) [Weekly Bible reading; see w88 2/15 p. 28.] Ashurbanipal.
18. Why were the children of the foreign wives dismissed along with their mothers? (Ezra 10:3, 44) [Weekly Bible reading; see w86 1/15 p. 9.] Because children need their mothers; the dismissed wives may have returned in time if the children had not been dismissed. (Either; substance sufficient)
19. What year was “the twentieth year of Artaxerxes”? (Neh. 2:1) [Weekly Bible reading; see w92 10/1 p. 11.] 455 B.C.E.
20. How was ‘meaning put into’ the Law? (Neh. 8:8) [Weekly Bible reading; see w86 2/15 p. 26.] The Law was expounded, and its principles applied. (Substance sufficient)
21. What should be true of any illustration used in a talk? [sg p. 171 par. 20] Any illustration used should be fitting to a Bible discussion. (Substance sufficient)
Provide the word or phrase needed to complete each of the following statements:
22. After the Babylonian captivity, a faithful remnant of Jews set up an altar and offered sacrifices in the year 537 B.C.E. [si p. 85 par. 3 (p. 85 par. 3)]
23. If a speaker has a warm feeling toward his audience, it should show in his face. [sg p. 166 par. 13]
24. If we use theocratic terms in our ministry, it is important that we explain them. [sg p. 173 par. 5]
25. The main purpose of a conclusion is to show the audience what to do and encourage them to do it. [sg p. 175 par. 4]
26. A speaker should not lean on the speaker’s stand. [sg p. 186 par. 26]
27. In harmony with 1 Timothy 3:1, brothers can make themselves available by working to measure up to the qualifications set out in God’s Word. [sg p. 190 par. 10] (Substance sufficient)
Select the correct answer in each of the following statements:
28. Ezra completed Chronicles (c. 515; c. 460; c. 537) B.C.E. [si p. 79 par. 1 (p. 79 par. 1)]
29. Nehemiah served during the reign of Persian king (Cyrus; Xerxes; Artaxerxes). [si p. 88 par. 1 (p. 88 par. 1)]
30. “The festival” refers to the Festival of (Booths; Weeks; Unleavened Bread). (2 Chron. 7:8) [Weekly Bible reading; see pm p. 53.]
Match the following scriptures to the statements listed below:
2 Chron. 9:9; 2 Chron. 19:7; 2 Chron. 28:16, 20, 21; 2 Chron. 36:20, 21; Neh. 5:7
31. Unnecessary entanglements with the world can prove disastrous. [2 Chron. 28:16, 20, 21] [Weekly Bible reading; see w85 9/1 p. 30.]
32. Regarding the proper view of bribery, Jehovah himself sets the standard. [2 Chron. 19:7] [Weekly Bible reading; see w86 10/1 p. 30.]
33. This was in direct violation of Jehovah’s law at Leviticus 25:36 and Deuteronomy 23:19. [Neh. 5:7] [Weekly Bible reading; see w86 2/15 p. 25.]
34. This tells of a gift worth in excess of $50,000,000. [2 Chron. 9:9] [Weekly Bible reading; see g87 11/22 p. 4.]
35. One of the reasons for Israel’s 70-year captivity in Babylon was the violation of God’s Sabbath laws. [2 Chron. 36:20, 21] [Weekly Bible reading; see g79 9/22 p. 9.]




Theocratic Ministry School Review (km 4/94 p.5)
Closed-book review on material covered in Theocratic Ministry School assignments for the weeks of January 3 to April 18, 1994. Use a separate sheet of paper to write down answers to as many of the questions as you can in the time allotted.
[Note: During the written review, only the Bible may be used to answer any question. References that follow the questions are for your personal research. Page and paragraph numbers may not appear on all references to The Watchtower.]
Answer each of the following statements True or False:
 1. People who have God’s favor never suffer calamity. [Weekly Bible reading; see w92 9/15 p. 4.] False. Job was considered blameless and upright by God, yet he suffered calamity brought on by Satan the Devil.
 2. According to Nehemiah 10:34, offerings of wood were commanded in the Law. [Weekly Bible reading; see w86 2/15 p. 26.] False. The wood mentioned here was for the fire on the altar.
 3. Job’s words of defense at Job 31:1 harmonize with what Jesus taught at Matthew 5:27, 28. [Weekly Bible reading; see w78 12/15 p. 32.] True.
 4. More than 1,500 years before Christ, Job expressed hope in a resurrection. [Weekly Bible reading; see Job 14:13 and w93 4/15 p. 11.] True.
 5. The Pharisees and the scribes used the Hebrew expression ‛am ha·’a´rets, “people of the land [earth],” to refer to the common people, whom they treated like dirt. [gt chap. 85] True.
 6. The account at Esther 1:10-12 can help a discerning person to appreciate that being submissive and obedient is of greater value than having beauty. [Weekly Bible reading; see w79 3/15 p. 14.] True.
 7. Godly devotion manifests loving attachment to Jehovah because of appreciation for him and his ways. [uw p. 19 par. 15] True.
 8. The Bible account at Luke 16:19-31 of the rich man and Lazarus is a real-life story. [gt chap. 88] False. It is an illustration in which the rich man and Lazarus symbolize two classes of people whose status, or situation, is dramatically changed.
 9. When Jesus referred to “unrighteous riches” at Luke 16:9, he was talking about wealth obtained in an illegal manner. [gt chap. 87] False. He was showing that God’s servants should use their material assets, their “unrighteous riches,” in a wise way to benefit themselves and especially to support Kingdom interests.
10. At Luke 17:34, 35, to be “taken along” means destruction. [gt chap. 93] False. Being taken along means salvation. On the other hand, being “abandoned” means suffering destruction.
Answer the following questions:
11. What two important questions does the book of Job take up? [si p. 95 par. 1] Why do the innocent suffer? Why does God permit wickedness in the earth? (Substance sufficient)
12. How does the statement at Job 1:8 help us to fix the time of Job’s trial? [si p. 95 par. 4] Job’s trial took place at a time when there was “no one like him in the earth.” This appears to be the period between the death of Joseph (1657 B.C.E.) and the time that Moses entered upon his course of integrity. (Substance sufficient)
13. What did Jesus mean when he said that his followers should “hate” their relatives? (Luke 14:26) [gt chap. 84] Jesus was saying they should hate them in the sense of loving them less than they love him. (Substance sufficient)
14. When and toward whom will Jesus’ words at John 11:26 prove true in a very literal sense? [gt chap. 90] Those who are faithful and who survive the end of this system of things on earth may never die at all. (Substance sufficient)
15. Why was the raising of Lazarus from the dead an especially powerful blow to the Sadducees? [gt chap. 91] The Sadducees did not believe in the resurrection.
16. How are we to understand Jesus’ reply to the Pharisees when he said: “The kingdom of God is in your midst”? (Luke 17:21) [gt chap. 93] It was in their midst, since the designated King of God’s Kingdom, Jesus Christ, was right among them. (Substance sufficient)
17. What attitude of the Pharisees, as revealed at Luke 18:11, 12, must Christians avoid? [gt chap. 94] The Pharisees were noted for their public displays of righteousness to impress others. They were self-righteous and looked down on others. Jesus emphasized the need to be humble. (Substance sufficient)
18. Since Jesus was a perfect man who never sinned, why did he object to the rich young ruler’s calling him “good”? (Mark 10:17, 18) [gt chap. 96] Likely the young man used “good” as a title, so Jesus let him know that such a title belongs to God alone. (Substance sufficient)
19. What are two key factors that contribute to true Christian unity? [uw p. 8 par. 8] (1) All of us worship Jehovah and acknowledge his right to set the standard as to good and bad. (2) Wherever we are in the world, we have God’s Word to guide us. (3) All of us benefit from the same spiritual feeding program. (4) Jesus Christ, and no human, is our Leader and the one through whom all of us approach Jehovah in worship. (5) No matter where we live, we look to God’s Kingdom as the only hope for humankind. (6) Holy spirit produces in worshipers of Jehovah qualities that are vital to Christian unity. (7) All of us have the responsibility to preach the good news of God’s Kingdom. (Any two; substance sufficient)
20. If a person says that he believes in the Trinity, why is it wise to invite him to express himself on the subject before disproving the Trinity? [uw p. 16 par. 10] Because many people have their own ideas. The individual may not actually believe in the Trinity. (Any; substance sufficient)
Provide the word or phrase needed to complete each of the following statements:
21. The “desolate places” referred to at Job 3:14 were pyramids or large tombs. [Weekly Bible reading; see w79 4/15 p. 31.]
22. Like the Jews of Esther’s day, Jehovah’s Witnesses properly appeal to governments and courts for protection from enemies. [Weekly Bible reading; see w86 3/15 p. 25.]
23. Although some 40 human “secretaries” were used to record the Bible, Jehovah himself is its Author. [uw p. 20 par. 2]
24. The spirit of independence originated with Satan. [uw p. 10 par. 10]
25. Nehemiah ends his book with the simple and humble request: “Do remember me, O my God, for good.” [Weekly Bible reading]
Select the correct answer in each of the following statements:
26. Jesus’ disciples are the salt of the earth in that they (must endure persecution; speak with mildness; have a preserving influence on people). [gt chap. 84]
27. The text at John 1:1 refers to (one; two; three) person(s). [uw p. 16 par. 11 (3)]
28. According to Psalm 9:10, knowing God’s name means (just knowing the name Jehovah; having some knowledge about his purposes; respecting his authority and obeying his commandments). [uw p. 18 par. 14]
29. Lazarus, Martha, and Mary lived in (Jerusalem; Bethlehem; Bethany). [gt chap. 89]
30. At Genesis 1:1 and 1:26, the Hebrew word translated “God” is (’Adho·nai´; ’Elo·him´; Shad·dai´). [uw p. 17 par. 11 (4)]
Match the following scriptures to the statements listed below:
Neh. 13:23-27; Esther 1:17-20; Job 14:14, 15; 26:7; Prov. 3:5, 6
31. There is no visible support that holds the earth in place. [Job 26:7] [Weekly Bible reading; see w92 5/15 p. 5.]
32. Worshipers of the true God who seek a mate should marry only a fellow believer who is in a dedicated relationship with Jehovah. [Neh. 13:23-27] [Weekly Bible reading; see w89 6/1 p. 14.]
33. Jehovah earnestly desires to resurrect the dead. [Job 14:14, 15] [Weekly Bible reading; see w90 5/1 p. 7.]
34. Our entire life course should give evidence that our thinking and our motives are God-oriented. [Prov. 3:5, 6] [uw p. 10 par. 11]
35. Showing disrespect for proper authority can have a bad effect on others. [Esther 1:17-20] [Weekly Bible reading; see w79 3/15 p. 14.]




Theocratic Ministry School Review (km 8/94 p.5)
Closed-book review on material covered in Theocratic Ministry School assignments for the weeks of May 2 to August 22, 1994. Use a separate sheet of paper to write down answers to as many of the questions as you can in the time allotted.
[Note: During the written review, only the Bible may be used to answer any question. References that follow the questions are for your personal research. Page and paragraph numbers may not appear on all references to The Watchtower.]
Answer each of the following statements True or False:
 1. The word “Se´lah,” which occurs 71 times in the book of Psalms, need not be pronounced when reading. [si p. 101 par. 5] True. Although its exact significance is unknown, some suggest that it indicates a pause for silent meditation.
 2. According to Psalm 15:4, if a Christian learns that something he has promised is unscriptural, he should still do it. [Weekly Bible reading; see w89 9/15 pp. 28-9.] False. Although a Christian should fulfill his promises as God does, if he [a Christian] learns that something he promised is unscriptural, he should not do it.
 3. The book of Job proves that God is not the cause of mankind’s suffering, sickness, and death. [si p. 100 par. 42] True.
 4. Jesus’ life course proved that Adam could have maintained perfect integrity if he had wanted to and that there was no fault in God’s creative work. [uw p. 52 par. 11] True.
 5. The slave described at Luke 19:20-24, who received one mina and kept it laid away in a cloth, was guilty of a sin of omission. [gt chap. 100] True. He was pronounced wicked, not for any badness that he had done, but rather for failing to work for the increase of his master’s kingdom.
 6. By hard work and total devotion to God, a genuine Christian can earn the right to everlasting life. [uw p. 36 par. 13] False. Everlasting life is not a reward that we earn. No matter how much we do in Jehovah’s service, we can never build up such merit that God will owe us life.
 7. First Corinthians 2:9 refers to the future earthly Paradise. [uw p. 26 par. 12 (3); see w85 9/15 p. 30.] False. The context (verses 7 and 10) shows that it [verse 9] applies to the deeper things of God’s wisdom that are enjoyed now.
 8. We cannot afford to treat disloyal conduct as unimportant, even though it is common in the world. [uw p. 53 par. 13] True. Manifesting loyalty requires that we apply Jehovah’s righteous ways in every matter of life and at all times.
 9. Psalm 49:15 is an expression of faith in the resurrection hope. [Weekly Bible reading; see w89 3/1 p. 22 par. 13.] True.
10. Sometimes the enticement to indulge in worldly conduct comes from another person who professes to be serving Jehovah. [uw p. 43 par. 11] True. That was what happened in Eden when Satan seduced Eve and when Eve urged Adam to join her. It was also true among early Christians, and the same thing can happen in our day.
Answer the following questions:
11. What is a psalm? [si p. 101 par. 2] A psalm is a sacred song or poem used in the praise and the worship of God. (Substance [Meaning: the gist of this answer is] sufficient)
12. What wonderful assurance does Psalm 27:10 give us? [Weekly Bible reading; see w92 3/15 p. 22 par. 17.] Jehovah will never abandon those who fully trust in him. (Substance sufficient)
13. Psalm 10:13 reveals what mistaken viewpoint that unrepentant wrongdoers have? [Weekly Bible reading; see w91 11/1 p. 6.] Their conduct clearly shows that they do not feel accountable before God. (Substance sufficient)
14. According to Exodus 9:15, 16, what was accomplished by Jehovah’s way of dealing with Pharaoh? [uw p. 57 pars. 6, 7] It made known Jehovah’s personal name. It established his reputation as a God who keeps his covenants and who takes action in behalf of his servants. And it demonstrated that he is almighty. (Any; substance sufficient)
15. Cite two viewpoints from which we might beneficially analyze what we read in the Bible. [uw p. 27] (1) What each portion tells us about Jehovah as a person. (2) How it relates to the overall theme of the Bible. (3) How context affects the meaning. (4) How it should affect our own life. (5) How we can use it to help others. (Any two; substance sufficient)
16. What does the command to “kiss the son” mean, as set forth in Psalm 2:12? [Weekly Bible reading; see w86 8/15 p. 20.] Jehovah commands the nations to kiss, or welcome, his Son as anointed King. (Substance sufficient)
17. What kind of freedom was Jesus discussing at John 8:32? [uw p. 40 par. 6] Jesus was discussing freedom from sin.
18. Who is pictured by “the woman” at Genesis 3:15? [uw p. 30 par. 3] The woman is Jehovah’s own heavenly organization.
19. Why could David say to Jehovah at Psalm 51:4, “Against you, you alone, I have sinned,” when he knew that his sinful acts were offenses against fellow humans? [Weekly Bible reading; see w93 3/15 p. 11 par. 13.] Though the repentant king knew that he had sinned against such fellow humans as Uriah, he recognized a higher responsibility to Jehovah. (Substance sufficient)
20. What was “the disgusting thing that causes desolation” in the first century, and what is it today? (Matt. 24:15) [gt chap. 111] In 66 C.E., it was the Roman armies that surrounded Jerusalem; today it is the United Nations.
Provide the word or phrase needed to complete each of the following statements:
21. At Job 40:15, “Behemoth” evidently refers to the hippopotamus, and at Job 41:1, “Leviathan” aptly fits the crocodile. [Weekly Bible reading; see it-1 p. 280 and it-2 p. 240.]
22. The actual voice of Jehovah was heard when Jesus was baptized, at the time of the transfiguration, and on Nisan 10, 33 C.E., when he prayed to his Father at the temple in Jerusalem. [gt chap. 104]
23. The Pharisees would strain a gnat from their wine because it is ceremonially unclean, yet they would disregard justice, mercy, and faithfulness, which would be comparable to swallowing a camel, also a ceremonially unclean animal. [gt chap. 109]
24. Since Satan used a lie in order to lead our first parents into sin, Jesus labeled him as the “father of the lie.” [uw p. 53 par. 13 (1)]
25. Jesus is God’s only-begotten Son because he is the only one created by Jehovah alone. [uw p. 29 par. 1]
Select the correct answer in each of the following statements:
26. Job saw God, as recorded at Job 42:5, in that he (had a vision of God in the windstorm; saw an angel appear before him; came to know Jehovah more intimately). [Weekly Bible reading; see w88 8/15 p. 12 par. 11.]
27. The woman that Jesus referred to at Matthew 26:13 was (Mary, the sister of Lazarus; Mary, the wife of Clopas; Mary Magdalene). [gt chap. 101]
28. The foundations that are torn down, as recorded at Psalm 11:3, refer to (the temple foundations at Jerusalem; Jesus Christ as the Foundation Cornerstone; the foundations on which society rests, such as justice, law, and order). [Weekly Bible reading; see w86 8/15 p. 20.]
29. Jesus called the apostles (Peter and Andrew; Philip and Bartholomew; James and John) the “Sons of Thunder” because of their fiery disposition. [gt chap. 98]
30. The great issue that Satan raised when he challenged God’s right to rule and His way of ruling actually involved (human rights; the question of who was the most powerful; God’s universal sovereignty). [uw p. 46 par. 1]
Match the following scriptures to the statements listed below:
Gen. 3:1-5; Ps. 24:1; Acts 8:32-38; Heb. 10:26, 27; 1 Pet. 4:3, 4
31. Recognizing that man and the earth are God’s creations and that everything belongs to Jehovah should help us to be humble and obedient. [Ps. 24:1] [uw p. 39 par. 4]
32. We should be very careful to avoid getting into the habit of doing anything that we know is displeasing to Jehovah. [Heb. 10:26, 27] [uw p. 33 par. 8 (3) and 8 (4)]
33. Accurate knowledge of the Bible and appreciation for its message move sheeplike people to get baptized. [Acts 8:32-38] [uw p. 32 par. 7]
34. Even though you may work with unbelievers or go to school with them, you show that you do not choose them as associates by avoiding all unnecessary association with them. [1 Pet. 4:3, 4] [uw p. 44 par. 13]
35. It is vital that we avoid worldly thinking that influences people to believe that they are being deprived if they cannot set their own standards in life. [Gen. 3:1-5] [uw p. 46 par. 1]




Theocratic Ministry School Review (km 12/94 p.5)
Closed-book review on material covered in Theocratic Ministry School assignments for the weeks of September 5 to December 19, 1994. Use a separate sheet of paper to write down answers to as many of the questions as you can in the time allotted.
[Note: During the written review, only the Bible may be used to answer any question. References that follow the questions are for your personal research. Page and paragraph numbers may not appear on all references to The Watchtower.]
Answer each of the following statements True or False:
 1. Satan cunningly entices people to satisfy normal desires in wrong ways. [uw p. 65 par. 9] True.
 2. Sheol, Hades, and Gehenna all refer to mankind’s common grave. [uw p. 72 par. 6] False. Sheol and Hades refer to mankind’s common grave, from which there will be a resurrection. However, there is no return to life from Gehenna.
 3. Since the fulfillment of Psalm 110:1, 2 extends into the last days of this world, these verses help us to understand that Jesus’ prophecy about the conclusion of the system of things was not limited to Jerusalem’s destruction in 70 C.E. [Weekly Bible reading; see w94 2/15 p. 12 par. 17.] True. The Messiah was to die and be resurrected, whereupon he would sit at God’s right hand until the Father sent him forth subduing as his Executioner.
 4. The Sanhedrin was the 71-member Roman High Court that met in Jerusalem. [gt chap. 119] False. The Sanhedrin was the 71-member Jewish High Court.
 5. The “world rulers” referred to at Ephesians 6:12 are the political leaders separated from the favor of God. [uw p. 63 par. 4] False. The “world rulers” are not mere men. They are the “wicked spirit forces in the heavenly places.”
 6. The millions who will be resurrected from the dead will be judged according to the deeds they performed before their resurrection. [uw p. 75 par. 12] False. They will be judged according to the deeds they perform after their resurrection.
 7. In addition to serving as Mediator of the new covenant, Jesus personally made a covenant with his loyal apostles for a Kingdom. [gt chap. 115] True.
 8. Baptism is, in itself, a guarantee of salvation. [uw p. 100 par. 12] False. It has value only if a person truly has dedicated himself to Jehovah through Jesus Christ and thereafter carries out God’s will, faithful to the end.
 9. When Jesus prayed: “Father, if you wish, remove this cup from me,” he was asking to be spared from dying. (Luke 22:42) [gt chap. 117] False. He knew he had to die. However, he feared that the way he would die—as a despicable criminal—would bring reproach upon his Father’s name.
10. According to Psalm 58:4, the cobra is unable to hear. [Weekly Bible reading; see it-1 p. 485.] False. The cobra “stops up its ear” by refusing to hear. Although snakes lack surface ear openings, “The New Encyclopædia Britannica” states: “Snakes are sensitive to some airborne sound waves and are able to receive them.”
Answer the following questions:
11. Knowing that Jehovah feeds the birds and beautifully clothes the flowers should relieve his human servants of what anxieties? [uw p. 87 par. 3] Anxieties about food, clothing, and shelter.—Matthew 6:31, 32. (Substance sufficient)
12. As described at Psalm 58:3-5, how are the wicked like a serpent? [Weekly Bible reading; see w86 10/15 p. 30.] The lying, slanderous statements of the wicked can destroy a victim’s reputation, even as a serpent’s venom can be deadly. (Substance sufficient)
13. In harmony with Ephesians 5:3-5, on what basis will a discerning Christian reject certain music that may have a pleasing melody, a catchy rhythm, or an insistent beat? [uw p. 67 par. 12] He will be alert to reject music with lyrics that glorify sex without marriage, use of drugs for pleasure, and other worldly thinking and conduct contrary to Bible principles. (Substance sufficient)
14. What does the Bible mean at Revelation 20:14, where it says that Hades was “hurled into the lake of fire”? [uw p. 75 par. 12] Hades is destroyed; it goes out of existence because of being completely emptied. (Substance sufficient)
15. On what basis are the sheep and the goats judged in Jesus’ parable at Matthew 25:31-46? [gt chap. 111 par. 43] On the basis of the way they treat Christ’s brothers, the remaining ones on earth of the 144,000 who will rule with Jesus in heaven. (Substance sufficient)
16. If Nisan 11, 33 C.E., ended at sundown on Tuesday, when did Nisan 14 begin and end? [gt chap. 112] Nisan 14 began at sundown on Thursday and ended at sundown on Friday.
17. What does it mean to be baptized in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the holy spirit? [uw p. 98 par. 9] It means that we recognize that Jehovah is the true God, the Creator and the Sovereign of the universe; that Jesus is the Son of God, our Exemplar, Ransomer, and Savior; that the holy spirit is God’s active force, which we must pray for and be filled with. (Substance sufficient)
18. In what ways would Jesus’ disciples do works greater than he did, as he declared at John 14:12? [gt chap. 116 par. 6] Jesus’ disciples would carry on the ministry for a much longer time than he did, over a much greater area, and to far more people. (Substance sufficient)
19. What is “the secret place of the Most High” referred to at Psalm 91:1, and what must we do to dwell there? [Weekly Bible reading; see w93 12/15 p. 12; w86 12/15 p. 29.] It is a place of spiritual security, of protection from spiritual harm. To dwell there we must place implicit trust in Jehovah. (Substance sufficient)
20. Why could Jesus say at John 16:33 that he had conquered the world? [gt chap. 116 par. 37] Jesus conquered the world by faithfully accomplishing God’s will despite everything that Satan and his world tried to do to break Jesus’ integrity. (Substance sufficient)
Provide the word or phrase needed to complete each of the following statements:
21. As shown in the case of Job, Satan contends that we are interested mainly in material possessions, our own comfort and well-being, and that our motive in serving God is a selfish one. [uw p. 93 par. 13]
22. When Jesus was unjustly tried, Pilate was governor of Judea, and Herod Antipas was ruler of Galilee. [gt chaps. 121, 122]
23. In harmony with what John the Baptist explained at Luke 3:16, at Pentecost 33 C.E., Jesus’ disciples first experienced baptism with holy spirit; in 70 C.E., unrepentant Jews were baptized with fire. [uw p. 96 par. 4]
24. Jesus’ baptism into death began in 29 C.E. but was not completed until he actually died and was resurrected. [uw p. 97 par. 6]
25. The parties to the new covenant are Jehovah and the 144,000 spirit-begotten Christians. [gt chap. 114]
Select the correct answer in each of the following statements:
26. Evidently, the “gods” referred to in Psalm 82 are (Satan and the demons; pagan gods of the nations; men who were the judges of Israel). [Weekly Bible reading; see w86 12/15 p. 28.]
27. The main purpose of Jesus’ coming into the world was to (save mankind; make disciples; bear witness to the truth). [gt chap. 122]
28. If we experience physical afflictions or material loss, the Devil would like to see us (honor Jehovah and prove the Devil a liar; blame God and become disloyal; endure as Job did). [uw p. 60 par. 13]
29. Of the three-part accusation made by the Jewish religious leaders against Jesus, as recorded at Luke 23:2, the charge that was of concern to Pilate had to do with Jesus’ (subverting the Jewish nation; forbidding the paying of taxes to Caesar; saying he himself is Christ a king). [gt chap. 121]
30. At Psalm 63:3, David was actually saying that having a fine relationship with Jehovah was (the next best thing to life; as good as life; even more precious than life itself). [Weekly Bible reading; see w85 4/1 p. 4.]
Match the following scriptures to the statements listed below:
Ps. 86:1, 2; Matt. 26:52; John 13:1-17; John 15:8; Heb. 13:5, 6
31. Regardless of high prices and widespread unemployment, as long as we exert ourselves in harmony with our faith, Jehovah will make sure that we have what we really need. [Heb. 13:5, 6] [uw p. 89 par. 6]
32. True Christians are no part of the world; therefore, they do not resort to carnal weapons. [Matt. 26:52] [gt chap. 118; see w94 6/1 p. 12.]
33. Although we may suffer from anxieties and depression because of the problems bearing in upon us, we can be confident that Jehovah will turn his ear to this earth and listen to our humble prayers. [Ps. 86:1, 2] [Weekly Bible reading; see w92 12/15 p. 9 pars. 3, 4.]
34. We can truly glorify God by manifesting Christlike qualities, particularly love, and by sharing as fully as possible in the activity of making disciples. [John 15:8] [gt chap. 116 par. 19]
35. As Christians we should be willing to serve others without partiality, no matter how menial or unpleasant the task may be. [John 13:1-17] [gt chap. 113]




Theocratic Ministry School Review (km 4/95 p.5)
Closed-book review on material covered in Theocratic Ministry School assignments for the weeks of January 2 to April 17, 1995. Use a separate sheet of paper to write down answers to as many of the questions as you can in the time allotted.
[Note: During the written review, only the Bible may be used to answer any question. References that follow the questions are for your personal research. Page and paragraph numbers may not appear on all references to The Watchtower.]
Answer each of the following statements True or False:
 1. The issue of sovereignty is really a question of who is the most powerful, Jehovah or Satan. [jv pp. 11-12] False. The issue raised was, Does Jehovah have the right to rule humankind, and does he exercise his sovereignty in the best interests of his subjects? Satan never questioned Jehovah’s power.
 2. The Christian congregation of the first century was a loose association of independent local congregations. [jv p. 29 pars. 1-3] False. It was united under Jesus Christ and had a visible governing body as well as overseers appointed by holy spirit.
 3. To accept counsel is a sign of weakness. [uw p. 127 par. 4] False. The contrary is true. Pride, thinking too much of oneself, is a weakness and a snare of Satan.
 4. The terms “overseer” and “older man,” or “elder,” all actually refer to the same position. [jv p. 35 footnote] True. “Older man,” or “elder,” indicates the mature qualities of the one appointed, and “overseer,” the responsibility inherent in the appointment.
 5. Proverbs 11:25 is an example of parallel thoughts or ideas in Hebrew poetic style, and Proverbs 10:7 is an example of contrasting parallelism. [si p. 107 par. 7] True.
 6. In 33 C.E., when he was resurrected and took his place at God’s right hand, Jesus began to rule at that time over his anointed disciples. (Col. 1:13) [gt chap. 132] True.
 7. About 3,000 years before scientists discovered the genetic code, Psalm 139:13-16 reflected knowledge of it. [Weekly Bible reading; see w92 5/15 p. 4.] True.
 8. Proverbs 8:22-31 is solely a description of wisdom. [Weekly Bible reading; see w87 5/15 p. 28.] False. Wisdom personified is identified as God’s Son, who was beside Jehovah as a Master Worker during earth’s creation.
 9. A true Christian should not hate anything. [Weekly Bible reading; see w92 1/1 p. 21.] False. We must hate what is bad, what Jehovah hates.—Ps. 97:10; Prov. 8:13.
10. Because many of the early Christians witnessed in the face of death, the Greek word for “witness” acquired the meaning that applied to people who were willing to die for their beliefs. [jv p. 13] True.
Answer the following questions:
11. Name three pre-Flood witnesses of Jehovah. [jv pp. 13-14] Abel, Enoch, Noah.
12. According to Isaiah 43:10 and 61:1, 2, for what two reasons did Jesus have to be a witness of Jehovah? [jv p. 19 par. 4] He was born into a nation of witnesses; at his baptism he was anointed to “proclaim the year of goodwill on the part of Jehovah.” (Substance sufficient)
13. If Jews who later became Christians already knew God’s name, in what sense did Jesus make it manifest, or known, to them? [jv p. 21 par. 1] He revealed the Person behind the name—His purposes, activities, and qualities. (Substance sufficient)
14. What two significant organizational changes found their way into the congregation within 150 years or so of the death of the last of the apostles? [jv p. 35 par. 2, p. 36 par. 2] First, separation between bishop (overseer) and presbyters (older men, or elders), with the bishop having greater authority than the presbyters; second, the separation between the clergy and the laity. (Substance sufficient)
15. Although the Reformation accomplished some good things, cite at least two basic flaws the Protestant churches carried over from Catholicism. [jv p. 39 pars. 2, 3] They retained the division of clergy and laity; they retained unscriptural doctrines, such as the Trinity, the immortal soul, and eternal torment; they continued to be part of the world. (Substance sufficient)
16. What false teaching repulsed the honest heart of teenage Charles Taze Russell? [jv p. 43 par. 2] The unscriptural teaching that selected humans were predestined to eternal torment by a God of love. (Substance sufficient)
17. What made Brother Russell’s approach to explaining Bible teachings distinct from that of many writers of his day? [jv p. 53 par. 3] He believed that the Bible was the infallible Word of God and that its teachings should be harmonious. He did not try to support the explanations he presented with the testimony of theologians of his day or with the views of so-called early Church Fathers. (Either; substance sufficient)
18. Of what benefit to Jesus was his knowledge of the Psalms? [si p. 105 par. 30] He drew comfort and guidance from them, knowing that they had to be fulfilled down to the last detail. (Substance sufficient)
19. Why were the faithful apostles, Jesus’ half brother James, and upwards of 500 disciples convinced that Jesus was resurrected? [gt chap. 131] They actually saw him alive, resurrected.—1 Cor. 15:5-7. (Substance sufficient)
20. Who gave Solomon his wisdom, and what should that make us appreciate when we read Proverbs? [si p. 106 par. 1] Jehovah gave Solomon his wisdom, and in studying Proverbs, we are in fact studying the wisdom of Jehovah God. (Substance sufficient)
Provide the word or phrase needed to complete each of the following statements:
21. Those to whom Jesus addressed his words at Acts 1:8 were already witnesses of Jehovah, and they were now to have the added privilege of being witnesses of Jesus. [jv p. 26 pars. 1, 2]
22. Brother Russell was convinced that Christ’s return would be invisible, and it is of interest to note that long before Russell’s time, Sir Isaac Newton wrote that Christ would return and reign “invisible to mortals.” [jv p. 46 footnote]
23. In his famous speech at Pentecost 33 C.E., Peter quoted repeatedly from the book of Psalms; on that occasion about 3,000 persons were baptized and added to the congregation. [si p. 105 pars. 25, 26]
24. The Psalms foretold that Jesus would be offered vinegar to drink, that lots would be cast for his outer garments, and that he would appear to be forsaken by God. [si p. 105 par. 30]
25. Christianity became known as The Way because it was a way, or manner, of life that centered on faith in Jesus and the close following of his footsteps. [jv p. 29 par. 5]
Select the correct answer in each of the following statements:
26. At his impalement, Jesus was offered wine with myrrh, but he refused to drink it because (the Law forbade it; he was a Nazirite; he wanted to have full possession of his faculties). [gt chap. 125]
27. To wash our robes and make them white in the blood of the Lamb means that we (cease from committing sins; recognize our need for the sin-atoning merit of Jesus’ sacrifice; dedicate our life to God and get baptized). [uw p. 106 par. 7]
28. Jesus was declared innocent at least five times by (Herod; Pilate; Felix), who later caved in to the Jews’ relentless demands and handed Jesus over to be executed. [gt chap. 124]
29. All of God’s faithful servants who died and remained dead before Pentecost (36; 35; 33) C.E. were not anointed with holy spirit for heavenly life. [uw p. 111 par. 5]
30. Satan contends that all humans are motivated by (love; hate; desire for personal gain) and that their chief concern is for (God’s name; others; self). [uw p. 124 par. 14]
Match the following scriptures to the statements listed below:
Prov. 3:27, 28; John 19:4-6; 19:25-27; Rom. 15:2, 3; Rev. 7:16, 17
31. Christians have the responsibility to see to the care of their aged parents. [John 19:25-27] [gt chap. 126]
32. We are genuinely concerned about the effect our appearance may have on others, so we willingly sacrifice the pleasing of ourselves. [Rom. 15:2, 3] [uw p. 130 pars. 10, 11]
33. Whenever we have the opportunity to do good to others, whether in a spiritual or a material way, we should seize the opportunity and help our fellowman, especially our spiritual brothers. [Prov. 3:27, 28] [Weekly Bible reading; see w93 12/15 p. 20.]
34. Quiet dignity and calm in the face of adversity can bring honor to Jehovah and win the respect of men. [John 19:4-6] [gt chap. 123]
35. We are already beginning to enjoy the promised conditions that are appropriately termed “a spiritual paradise.” [Rev. 7:16, 17] [uw pp. 107-9 pars. 9-11]




Theocratic Ministry School Review (km 8/95 p.5)
Closed-book review on material covered in Theocratic Ministry School assignments for the weeks of May 1 to August 21, 1995. Use a separate sheet of paper to write down answers to as many of the questions as you can in the time allotted.
[Note: During the written review, only the Bible may be used to answer any question. References that follow the questions are for your personal research. Page and paragraph numbers may not appear on all references to The Watchtower.]
Answer each of the following statements True or False:
 1. Worship of God is a personal matter and does not depend in any way on our relationship with others. (1 John 4:20) [uw p. 134 par. 7] False. Acceptable worship of God depends, in part, on our loving our brothers.
 2. The governing body’s counsel to Gentile Christians that they abstain from idolatry, blood, and fornication was based on the Mosaic Law. (Acts 15:28, 29) [uw p. 149 par. 8] False. Although such prohibitions were in harmony with the Law, these were actually based on the Bible record of events that predated the Law.
 3. Originally, the Law of Moses was to be binding on all mankind. (Ps. 147:19, 20) [uw p. 147 par. 5] False. The Mosaic Law was never meant to be binding on all mankind.
 4. Chapter 53 of Isaiah, written some 700 years before the birth of Christ, is like a vivid eyewitness account describing Jesus Christ and the way that he was treated. [si p. 119 par. 8] True.
 5. Brother Russell expressed deep disappointment that he was not taken to heaven in 1914. [jv p. 62 par. 3] False. In 1916 he wrote: “Those of us who are in the right attitude toward God are not disappointed at any of His arrangements.”
 6. There is no worldly source that can equal the sound advice that the Bible gives on family matters. [uw p. 144 par. 11] True.
 7. The book of Proverbs gets to the heart of our problems in counseling that we put our complete trust in God. [si p. 111 par. 35] True.
 8. At a convention held in Washington, D.C., in 1935, it was pointed out clearly that the modern-day Jonadabs did not have to show the same degree of faithfulness to Jehovah as do the anointed. [jv p. 83 par. 5, p. 84 par. 1] False. It was explained that they have to show the same degree of faithfulness to Jehovah as do the anointed.
 9. When problems arise in marriage, a true Christian will not seize on his mate’s shortcomings as an excuse for sidestepping his own responsibilities. [uw pp. 140-1 pars. 4, 5] True. He will face up to problems in life and find workable solutions in harmony with Jehovah’s standards.
10. Solomon’s declaration in the book of Ecclesiastes that all is vanity applies to everything without exception. [si p. 114 par. 15] False. God’s temple, pure worship, and the gift of life are not labeled as vanity by Solomon.
Answer the following questions:
11. What bold educational venture did Brother Russell and his associates embark on in 1912? [jv p. 59 par. 5, p. 60 footnote] The “Photo-Drama of Creation.” It was bold because the era of sound pictures was not introduced until 1926. (Substance sufficient)
12. What did the tests that came upon the Bible Students from 1914 to 1918 reveal? [jv p. 61 par. 1] Whether they really had the love of God in their hearts; whether they would hold on to the truth or let go. (Substance sufficient)
13. What highly significant milestone was reached at a convention held in Columbus, Ohio, in 1931? (Isa. 43:12) [jv p. 79 par. 4, p. 82 par. 2] The Bible Students adopted the name Jehovah’s Witnesses.
14. What Scriptural insight was revealed in 1942 in the talk “Peace—Can It Last?,” and why was the title of this talk so thought provoking? [jv p. 93 par. 2] The talk set out powerful evidence that World War II would end, that a period of peace would set in, and that there was still work to be done in proclaiming God’s Kingdom. The title was thought provoking because World War II was raging. (Substance sufficient)
15. In 1943, congregations were urged to start what new school, leading to what result? [jv p. 94 pars. 2, 3] The Theocratic Ministry School. Brothers became qualified speakers, sharing in a worldwide public speaking campaign about the Kingdom. (Substance sufficient)
16. In addition to blood transfusion, name three other ways that a person could become bloodguilty before God. [uw pp. 155-6 pars. 3-6] By eating blood, by murder, by belonging to an organization that is bloodguilty, by not witnessing, by causing a fatal accident. (Any three; substance sufficient)
17. In harmony with Proverbs 1:2-4, what does the book of Proverbs highlight? [si p. 109 par. 19] It highlights knowledge, wisdom, and understanding.
18. Name two sound-transmitting mediums that the Society used extensively in the 1920’s and 1930’s to get the good news preached. [jv pp. 80-1, 87] Radio broadcasts, transcription machines, and phonographs, as well as sound cars and sound boats. (Substance sufficient)
19. When did the first Kingdom Ministry School class begin, and what was its purpose? [jv p. 102 par. 3] It began in March 1959, and its purpose was to train those having oversight in the congregations. (Substance sufficient)
20. What practical lessons are taught in the beautiful Song of Solomon? [si p. 117 par. 16] Faithfulness, loyalty, and integrity to godly principles, as well as the beauty of virtue and innocence. (Substance sufficient)
Provide the word(s) or phrase needed to complete each of the following statements:
21. Brother Russell finished his earthly course October 31, 1916, and J. F. Rutherford became the next president of the Society. [jv p. 63 par. 3, p. 65 par. 2]
22. In 1917 and 1918, the Bible Students energetically distributed the book “The Finished Mystery,” and because of clergy-inspired opposition, Brother Rutherford and seven associates found themselves in the federal penitentiary in Atlanta, Georgia. [jv p. 69 par. 3, p. 70 par. 1]
23. In a letter that was read to the brothers assembled for the annual meeting of the Watch Tower Society in 1919, Brother Rutherford wrote from prison that “Satan’s chief weapons are pride, ambition, and fear.” [jv p. 72 par. 3, p. 73 par. 7]
24. In 1922 at the international convention at Cedar Point, Ohio, Brother Rutherford declared: “The world must know that Jehovah is God and that Jesus Christ is King of kings . . . Therefore advertise, advertise, advertise, the King and his kingdom.” [jv p. 72 par. 1]
25. Brother Rutherford finished his earthly course on January 8, 1942, and five days later, Brother Nathan H. Knorr became president of the Society. [jv p. 89 par. 3, p. 90 par. 3]
Select the correct answer in each of the following statements:
26. Gilead school for missionaries was established in (1919; 1935; 1943). [jv p. 95 par. 2]
27. The New World Translation of the Christian Greek Scriptures was first released in (1946; 1950; 1953), and in it the divine name, Jehovah, was restored a total of (154; 193; 237) times. [jv p. 99 par. 2]
28. Evidence that Solomon was the writer of Ecclesiastes can be seen in that (his name occurs throughout the book; writers of other Bible books name him as its writer; the book itself establishes Solomon as the writer without naming him). [si p. 112 par. 4]
29. In 1932 it was explained that Jehonadab (Jonadab), King Jehu’s associate, prefigured a class of people who would (compose a secondary heavenly class; enjoy everlasting life on earth; not take a firm stand for the truth). [jv p. 83 par. 3]
30. The Song of Solomon highlights (Solomon’s role as king; Solomon’s great riches; a country girl’s faithfulness to a shepherd boy). [si p. 115 par. 2]
Match the following scriptures to the statements listed below:
Prov. 22:3; Eccl. 7:21, 22; Isa. 13:19, 20; Matt. 5:23, 24; Col. 3:18-20, 23, 24
31. Though Jehovah does not automatically protect his people from accidents, civil strife, or crime, the exercising of Bible-based practical wisdom can be of value. [Prov. 22:3] [Weekly Bible reading; see w92 1/1 p. 17 par. 23.]
32. There is good reason never to doubt the fulfillment of inspired prophecy. [Isa. 13:19, 20] [Weekly Bible reading; see w93 5/15 p. 6.]
33. A true Christian goes out of his way to promote peaceful relations with his brothers. [Matt. 5:23, 24] [uw p. 135 par. 10]
34. Progress in family relations comes, not by each one waiting for the other person to do something, but by each one doing his own part well, thus showing that he personally practices godly devotion at home. [Col. 3:18-20, 23, 24] [uw p. 143 par. 10]
35. Do not unrealistically expect perfection of yourself or of your relationships with other imperfect humans. [Eccl. 7:21, 22] [Weekly Bible reading; see w90 3/1 p. 8.]




Theocratic Ministry School Review (km 12/95 p.5)
Closed-book review on material covered in Theocratic Ministry School assignments for the weeks of September 4 to December 18, 1995. Use a separate sheet of paper to write down answers to as many of the questions as you can in the time allotted.
[Note: During the written review, only the Bible may be used to answer any question. References that follow the questions are for your personal research. Page and paragraph numbers may not appear on all references to The Watchtower.]
Answer each of the following statements True or False:
 1. Jehovah’s Witnesses have no leader. [jv p. 117 par. 4] False. Jesus Christ is our Leader. (Matt. 23:10)
 2. Isaiah 38:5 helps us to appreciate that sincere supplications may move Jehovah to do what he might not otherwise have done. [Weekly Bible reading; see w95 4/1 p. 15.] True.
 3. Puny man on earth can make the Creator of the universe feel hurt or joy. (Isa. 63:10) [Weekly Bible reading; see w93 6/15 p. 15.] True. Jehovah is a God who has feelings, and true Christians have the precious privilege of giving him pleasure.
 4. N. H. Barbour claimed to believe in the ransom, that Christ died for us. He rejected the idea of “substitution”—that Christ died instead of us. [jv p. 131 pars. 3, 4, footnote] True. Barbour rejected the Scriptural teaching that by His death Christ paid the penalty for sin for Adam’s offspring. It was over this issue that Russell withdrew from Barbour.
 5. Isaiah 53:5, 12 foretold that Jesus Christ would die as a ransom sacrifice to cover the sins of others. [Weekly Bible reading; see w92 10/1 p. 14.] True.
 6. Through his study of the Scriptures, Russell came to realize that Christ would not only return invisibly but also remain invisible, even when manifesting his presence by judgment upon the wicked. [jv p. 133 par. 3] True.
 7. Although Jehovah’s Witnesses take no part whatsoever in political activities, they do not interfere with what others do as to joining a political party, running for office, or voting in elections. [uw p. 166 par. 12] True.
 8. Faithful servants of God prior to the time of Christ had no knowledge about the new world that we hope for. [Weekly Bible reading; see w95 2/15 p. 11.] False. Jehovah had not revealed to them as much as he has to us about the new world, but scriptures such as Isaiah 65:17-25 show that they knew it was coming and that they wanted to be in it.
 9. Cyrus became Jehovah’s “anointed one” even though there is no evidence that literal oil was poured on him. (Isa. 45:1) [Weekly Bible reading; see w92 11/15 p. 30.] True. An individual could be an “anointed one” by having been selected or specially commissioned.
10. In order to serve God with full devotion, Christians need to know the day and the hour when Jehovah will execute Satan’s earthly system. [uw p. 176 par. 2] False. Christians should serve God whole-souled out of love, regardless of when the end comes.
Answer the following questions:
11. When should a Christian talk to his doctor about his decision to abstain from blood? [uw p. 158 par. 9] He should talk to him before any medical emergency arises. (Substance sufficient)
12. In what way was Jesus no part of the world? [uw p. 161 par. 2] Although he loved mankind, he did not love the ungodly attitudes and wicked deeds of people of the world; he warned against worldly desires; he walked in Jehovah’s ways and did not imitate the way of life of people alienated from God; he did not take sides in political controversies. (Any; substance sufficient)
13. What does speaking God’s Word boldly not mean? [uw p. 175 par. 13] It does not mean being harsh or defiant in our manner. (Substance sufficient)
14. Who is the real “Israel of God,” and in what year was it identified? (Gal. 6:16) [jv p. 141 pars. 3, 4] It is spiritual Israel, composed of spirit-anointed Christians. It was identified in 1932. (Substance sufficient)
15. What principle was clearly discerned back in 1962 that clarified our understanding of submission to “the superior authorities”? (Rom. 13:1-7) [jv p. 147 par. 3] It was the principle of relative subjection toward the governments of the world. (Substance sufficient)
16. Although we were known in 1931 as Christians and as Bible Students, why was there a need to embrace the distinctive name Jehovah’s Witnesses? [jv p. 150 par. 5–p. 151 par. 2] We needed to be separate and distinct from fraudulent religious systems that claimed to be Christian; we are more than just Bible students; we needed to avoid being confused with former associates who became opposers and who clung to the designation Associated Bible Students. (Any; substance sufficient)
17. What belief in connection with the earth and the text at Matthew 5:5 has set Jehovah’s Witnesses apart from all Christendom? [jv p. 161 par. 3] It is the Bible teaching about eternal life on a paradise earth. (Substance sufficient)
18. In which books and chapters do three of the Gospels provide information about the composite sign identifying “the conclusion of the system of things”? [uw p. 178 par. 5] Matthew 24, 25, Mark 13, and Luke 21.
19. Why is the name Jehovah’s Witnesses not just a label? [jv p. 158 par. 4] Whether young or old, male or female, all of Jehovah’s Witnesses share in the work of bearing witness to Jehovah and his grand purpose. (Substance sufficient)
20. Why is there no question among Jehovah’s Witnesses as to how adultery, fornication, or homosexuality should be viewed? [jv p. 173 par. 1, p. 174 par. 3] We adhere to God’s standards, and we do not treat Bible requirements as if they were merely the opinions of men. (Substance sufficient)
Provide the word(s) or phrase needed to complete each of the following statements:
21. When a Christian is checked into a hospital, he should request in writing that no blood be used, and he should speak about it personally to the doctor who will be handling his case. [uw p. 158 par. 9]
22. Two ways that we show our reliance on Jehovah are by regularly attending meetings and by regularly turning to him in prayer. [uw pp. 170-1 pars. 5-7]
23. From 1976 to 1992, volunteer construction workers helped with building new branch facilities in some 60 lands, over 29,000 new congregations were formed worldwide, and the organization nearly doubled in size to over 4,470,000 Kingdom publishers. [jv p. 114 par. 1, p. 115 par. 1, and p. 117 par. 2]
24. In June 1882, Zion’s Watch Tower declared that Jehovah and Jesus are two and not one being, that they are one only in the sense of being in harmony, and that the spirit is no more a person than is the spirit of the world. [jv p. 123 par. 4]
25. On June 22, 1977, two weeks after Brother Knorr’s death, Frederick W. Franz became president of the Watch Tower Society. [jv p. 109 par. 3]
Select the correct answer in each of the following statements:
26. Early Christians were derided as haters of the human race because they (would not speak to unbelievers; did not worship idols; shunned violent and immoral entertainment). [uw p. 163 par. 7]
27. In Jesus’ illustration at Matthew 13:36-43, the wheat represents (the faithful men of old; the great crowd; anointed Christians), whereas the weeds represent (all nonbelievers; imitation Christians; the scribes and Pharisees). [uw p. 179 par. 7]
28. God’s chief purpose is the (salvation of man; destruction of the Devil; vindication of his sovereignty). [jv p. 167 par. 1]
29. An organizational change that began in October 1, 1972, stipulated that (an overseer; a congregation servant; a body of elders) be appointed to care for each congregation. [jv p. 106 par. 2]
30. We possess a more complete biography of Jeremiah than of any of the other ancient prophets with the exception of (Daniel; Isaiah; Moses). [si p. 124 par. 5]
Match the following scriptures to the statements listed below:
Lev. 17:11, 12; Isa. 43:10; Jer. 7:31; John 10:16; Acts 4:13
31. A limited secular education does not disqualify one from becoming a fearless proclaimer of the good news. [Acts 4:13] [uw p. 172 par. 8]
32. The only Scriptural use to which blood could be put highlights its sacredness and emphasizes the value of Christ’s sacrifice. [Lev. 17:11, 12] [uw p. 159 par. 11]
33. There is no rivalry between the anointed class and the great crowd, nor is there any reasoning that because of hope or position, one is superior or inferior to the other. [John 10:16] [jv p. 171 par. 2]
34. Jehovah has no predecessor; no god existed before him, and there will be none after him because he is eternal, the Supreme Sovereign. [Isa. 43:10] [Weekly Bible reading; see w92 1/15 p. 22.]
35. Most adults today would not even think of offering their children as sacrifices to idols, yet untold millions of babies are purposely destroyed by abortion, and millions of youths have been offered up on the altar of war. [Jer. 7:31] [Weekly Bible reading; see w88 1/15 p. 31.]




Theocratic Ministry School Review (km 4/96 p.5)
Closed-book review on material covered in Theocratic Ministry School assignments for the weeks of January 1 to April 22, 1996. Use a separate sheet of paper to write down answers to as many of the questions as you can in the time allotted.
[Note: During the written review, only the Bible may be used to answer any question. References that follow the questions are for your personal research. Page and paragraph numbers may not appear on all references to The Watchtower.]
Answer each of the following statements True or False:
 1. The purpose of the Kingdom Ministry School is to prepare men for ordination. [jv p. 231 par. 3] False. Those who attend this school are already ordained ministers who are serving as elders or ministerial servants. The course of study is an opportunity to discuss in detail the instructions from God’s Word regarding their work.
 2. Since King Ahaz was zealous for true worship, it was not difficult for his son Hezekiah to serve Jehovah. [it-1 p. 61 par. 13] False. Ahaz did what was bad in Jehovah’s eyes. Hezekiah chose not to follow his father’s idolatrous course.
 3. Although the Mosaic Law passed away, the Bible does not give any indication that the Ten Commandments were included in what came to an end. [rs p. 348 par. 2] False. At Romans 7:6, 7, Paul cites the tenth commandment and includes it in the Law from which Jewish Christians had been discharged.
 4. The position we take on blood transfusions is based on our superior medical knowledge. [jv p. 186 par. 2] False. It is based on our firm belief that Jehovah’s way is right.
 5. The covenant mentioned at Jeremiah 31:31, 33 refers to the covenant for a Kingdom that Jesus makes with his anointed followers. [si p. 129 par. 38] False. Jeremiah 31:31, 33 refers to the new covenant, not to the Kingdom covenant.
 6. The book of Lamentations is composed of five lyric poems, four of which are acrostic. [si p. 130 par. 6] True.
 7. Following his resurrection Jesus made various appearances—but only in the presence of his disciples. [rs p. 334 par. 2] True.
 8. True Christians enter into God’s rest by exercising faith in the sacrifice of Christ and by desisting from works in which they try to justify themselves. (Heb. 4:10) [rs p. 350 par. 1] True. Although they endeavor to take to heart and apply all the teachings of God’s Son, they know that they cannot prove themselves righteous and earn God’s approval by their own works.
 9. The parenthetical statement at Revelation 20:5, about “the rest of the dead” coming to life, refers to the earthly resurrection of other sheep. [rs p. 338 par. 2–p. 339 par. 2] False. It does not refer to the anointed or to the earthly resurrection but refers to other sheep attaining to human perfection at the end of the thousand years.
10. Jehovah’s Witnesses see unmistakable evidence that the organization to which they belong is not of men but of God and that God’s own Son, Jesus Christ, is directing it. [jv p. 235 par. 5] True.
Answer the following questions:
11. What was meant when The Watchtower of June 1, 1938, referred to “The Society”? [jv p. 219 par. 2] This expression stood for, not a mere legal instrumentality, but the faithful and discreet slave and its Governing Body. (Substance sufficient)
12. Why did Jehovah’s Witnesses in Germany refuse to say: “Heil Hitler”? [jv p. 196 par. 1] It would have meant lauding Hitler as savior instead of praising the one whom Jehovah raised up as mankind’s Savior, Jesus Christ. (Substance sufficient)
13. What do we learn about Jehovah’s qualities by reading the book of Lamentations? (Lam. 3:22, 23, 32) [si p. 132 pars. 13, 15] We learn that Jehovah exercises loving-kindness and mercy toward repentant ones but that he severely punishes those who defiantly pursue a rebellious course. (Substance sufficient)
14. What term is repeatedly used in reference to both Ezekiel and Jesus Christ? [si p. 133 par. 2] Ezekiel is addressed as “son of man” over 90 times; Jesus is referred to as “Son of man” nearly 80 times.
15. Why is it reasonable to believe that those who are resurrected to life on earth will be judged on the basis of their future actions? (Rom. 6:7) [rs p. 338 par. 1] Because their death will have acquitted them from their former sin. (Substance sufficient)
16. How did Paul, Timothy, and Titus strengthen the congregations they served, thus setting an example for traveling overseers today? [jv p. 222 par. 1] They strengthened the congregations by taking a zealous lead in evangelizing, by delivering encouraging discourses, and by sharing with them the decisions of the governing body. (Substance sufficient)
17. Why can we rightly state that the events associated with Christ’s presence take place over a period of years? (Matt. 24:37-39) [rs p. 341 par. 1] The events of the days of Noah took place over a period of many years, and Jesus compared his presence with what happened back then. (Substance sufficient)
18. What belief engendered by the translation of Romans 13:1 in the King James Version led the Bible Students into not always maintaining strict neutrality back in 1918? [jv p. 191 pars. 3, 4] The belief that “the higher powers” were “ordained of God” caused some to fail to maintain strict neutrality. (Substance sufficient)
19. Before the Treaty of Versailles was signed in June 1919, what did the Federal Council of the Churches of Christ in America proclaim? [jv p. 192 par. 3] They went on record as proclaiming that the League of Nations would be “the political expression of the Kingdom of God on earth.” (Substance sufficient)
20. Why are Christians not under obligation to keep a weekly Sabbath day? (Rom. 10:4) [rs p. 345 pars. 2, 3] The Mosaic Law, which included a weekly Sabbath day, was a covenant between Jehovah and natural Israel, not between Jehovah and Christians. Christ’s perfect sacrifice did away with the Law. (Substance sufficient)
Provide the word(s) or phrase needed to complete each of the following statements:
21. Ebed-melech prefigured the great crowd of other sheep, who will be preserved at Armageddon because they befriended and assisted the remnant of Christ’s brothers. [Weekly Bible reading; see w82 10/1 p. 27 par. 11.]
22. The death of Jesus Christ is commemorated each year on Nisan 14, but it was not until 1938 that members of the great crowd were specifically invited to be present at the Memorial. [jv p. 242 par. 2, p. 243 par. 1]
23. The events recounted at Jeremiah 52:5-11 took place in 607 B.C.E. [Weekly Bible reading; see w88 4/1 p. 14 par. 18.]
24. When Revelation 1:7 states that following Christ’s return “every eye will see him,” reference is made, not to physical sight, but to mental discernment. [rs p. 343 par. 2]
25. Following his resurrection Jesus did not always appear in the same body of flesh, perhaps to reinforce in the disciples’ minds the fact that he was then a spirit, and so he was not immediately recognized even by his close associates. [rs p. 334 par. 5]
Select the correct answer in each of the following statements:
26. The failure of David’s son (Absalom; Amnon; Amon) to control his sexual desires led him to violate his half sister Tamar. [it-1 p. 96 par. 3]
27. An important step in establishing a congregation structure in harmony with the apostolic pattern took place in (1879; 1886; 1895) when Brother Russell wrote about the need for (colporteurs; elders; servants to the brethren) to be selected in every company (congregation) to take oversight of the flock. [jv p. 206 par. 2]
28. Moral restraint did not pass away with the end of the Mosaic Law, which included the Ten Commandments, because under the Christian arrangement, (each community would develop its own set of moral standards; men should be guided only by their conscience; many of the moral standards of the Ten Commandments were restated in the Christian Greek Scriptures). [rs p. 349 par. 1]
29. Jehovah “fooled” Jeremiah in that He (tricked him into preaching a message of condemnation; used him to accomplish what he could not have done in his own strength; did not bring about the destruction that Jeremiah had prophesied). (Jer. 20:7) [Weekly Bible reading; see w89 5/1 p. 31.]
30. On April 23, 1900, the first branch office of the Watch Tower Society was established in (Australia; England; Germany). [jv p. 210 par. 3]
Match the following scriptures to the statements listed below: Josh. 7:24, 25; Jer. 23:33; 32:9, 10; 1 Tim. 3:2, 3, 8; Heb. 10:23-25
31. Even when circumstances make it very difficult, Jehovah’s Witnesses endeavor to attend their meetings regularly. [Heb. 10:23-25] [jv p. 236 par. 1]
32. Disobeying Jehovah and deliberately covering over serious wrongdoing can bring about far-reaching and disastrous consequences. [Josh. 7:24, 25] [it-1 p. 41 par. 2]
33. Immoderate use of alcoholic beverages can disqualify a brother from enjoying privileges in the congregation. [1 Tim. 3:2, 3, 8] [jv p. 182 par. 3]
34. The weighty prophetic message from God’s Word is heavy with doom, announcing Christendom’s imminent destruction. [Jer. 23:33] [Weekly Bible reading; see w94 3/1 p. 12 pars. 18, 20.]
35. When entering into business dealings with fellow worshipers of Jehovah, a written agreement can prevent misunderstandings that could arise at a later time. [Jer. 32:9, 10] [Weekly Bible reading; see w95 5/1 p. 30.]




Theocratic Ministry School Review (km 8/96 p.5)
Closed-book review on material covered in Theocratic Ministry School assignments for the weeks of May 6 to August 19, 1996. Use a separate sheet of paper to write down answers to as many of the questions as you can in the time allotted.
[Note: During the written review, only the Bible may be used to answer any question. References that follow the questions are for your personal research. Page and paragraph numbers may not appear on all references to The Watchtower.]
Answer each of the following statements True or False:
 1. Whether we are able to give much or little, it is Scriptural to earnestly beg for the privilege of assisting our faithful Christian brothers who find themselves in need of life’s necessities. (2 Cor. 8:1-4) [jv p. 314 par. 1] True.
 2. ‘Gog of Magog’ is a symbolic reference to the governments of this world. (Ezek. 38:2) [Weekly Bible reading; see w91 8/15 p. 27 par. 2.] False. The symbolic ‘Gog of Magog’ is Satan the Devil, not the governments of this world.
 3. Just as Oholah was the older sister of Oholibah, as depicted in Ezekiel chapter 23, so Roman Catholicism is the older sister of Protestantism, and both organizations have defiled themselves by committing spiritual adultery with the commercial and political powers of the world. [Weekly Bible Reading; see w89 4/1 30.] True.
 4. Jehovah’s Witnesses have increased in number to the point that they outnumber the population of scores of individual nations. [jv p. 278 par. 3] True.
 5. Cornelius was the first Gentile to become a Christian. [it-1 p. 513 pars. 3, 4] False. Cornelius was the first uncircumcised Gentile to become a Christian. Gentiles who were circumcised Jewish proselytes, such as the Ethiopian eunuch, became baptized Christians from Pentecost 33 C.E. onward. (Acts 2:10)
 6. James 4:17 and Ezekiel 33:7-9 harmonize, showing that it is knowledge of what God requires of us that makes us accountable to him. [Weekly Bible reading; see w93 4/1 p. 7 par. 1.] True.
 7. Daniel proved himself to be a true prophet by explaining the meaning of the dream image after King Nebuchadnezzar described it to him. [Weekly Bible reading; see Daniel 2:7-9, 26.] False. To establish himself as a true prophet, Daniel first had to tell Nebuchadnezzar the dream then give its interpretation. (Substance sufficient)
 8. The water that flows from the visionary temple described at Ezekiel 47:1 represents the cleansing power of baptism. [Weekly Bible reading; see w88 9/15 p. 27 par. 20.] False. The water symbolizes God’s provision for life eternal, including Jesus’ sacrifice.
 9. The example of Balaam stands as a warning to all who are headstrong and who persist in ignoring God’s will as they pursue selfish gain. (Jude 11) [it-1 p. 244 par. 4] True.
10. The faithful secretary of the prophet Jeremiah who was promised preservation through the siege and destruction of Jerusalem was Ebed-melech. [it-1 p. 259 par. 5] False. Jeremiah’s secretary was Baruch.
Answer the following questions:
11. In what ways did Charles Taze Russell demonstrate that he took to heart Jesus’ words about seeking first the Kingdom? (Matt. 6:33) [jv p. 284 par. 1] Down till his death, Brother Russell used all his resources—his mental ability, his physical health, his material possessions—to teach others the great message of Messiah’s Kingdom. (Substance sufficient)
12. Of what do the conventions of Jehovah’s Witnesses give undeniable evidence? [jv p. 254 pars. 2, 3] They give undeniable evidence that we are united by strong ties of Christian brotherhood. (Substance sufficient)
13. In what way must Jehovah’s anointed Witnesses and their associates be like Ezekiel? (Ezek. 11:25) [Weekly Bible reading; see w88 9/15 p. 16 par. 3.] They must declare all that Jehovah has caused them to see and to understand. (Substance sufficient)
14. Why were separate meetings for young ones in the congregation discontinued in 1938? [jv p. 246 par. 1] Because parents are responsible to instruct their own children; children are to be present with their parents at the meetings to hear God’s Word; the Bible provides no precedent for segregating young ones by means of junior classes. (Any; substance sufficient)
15. In what ways did Queen Athaliah imitate her mother, Jezebel? [it-1 p. 209 par. 3] She egged on her husband, King Jehoram, to do what was bad in Jehovah’s eyes; she wantonly shed innocent blood; she encouraged Baal worship. (Any; substance sufficient)
16. What is the meaning of the divine name, Jehovah? [kl p. 25 par. 7] God’s name means “He Causes to Become.” As the Great Purposer, he always causes his purposes to become reality.
17. When a true Christian falls into need, who has the primary responsibility to provide material assistance, and what is the Scriptural basis for your answer? [jv p. 305 par. 1] The responsibility to assist rests primarily upon children, grandchildren, or other close relatives. Others in the congregation may also assist, as necessary. The Scriptural basis is found at 1 Timothy 5:3-10. (Substance sufficient)
18. Who substituted for Naomi in levirate marriage to Boaz? [it-1 p. 347 par. 8] Ruth.
19. What prophet referred to the earth as a “circle,” and where in the Scriptures is this written? [kl p. 17 par. 14] Isaiah referred to the earth as a circle at Isaiah 40:22.
20. What does seeking first the Kingdom really mean? [jv p. 295 par. 1] It means giving Kingdom interests first place in one’s entire life while caring properly for other Scriptural obligations. (Substance sufficient)
Provide the word(s) or phrase needed to complete each of the following statements:
21. In fulfillment of Ezekiel 21:26, the “high” kingdom of Judah was ‘brought low’ by being destroyed in 607 B.C.E., and the “low” Gentile kingdoms were “put on high,” leaving them in control of the earth without interference by a typical kingdom of God. [Weekly Bible reading; see w88 9/15 p. 19 par. 16.]
22. Part of the book of Daniel is actually history written in advance, focusing on the power struggle of the great dynasties down through the centuries. [si p. 138 par. 1]
23. The expression “my servant David” at Ezekiel 34:23 was written long after the death of King David; it is a prophetic statement and refers to Jesus Christ. [si p. 137 par. 31]
24. Between January 1946 and August 1948, Jehovah’s people provided food and clothing for Witnesses living in at least 18 countries that were affected by World War II. [jv p. 308 pars. 3, 4]
25. Milestones in spiritual growth were reached in 1931 when we adopted the name Jehovah’s Witnesses, in 1935 when the great crowd was identified, in 1950 when the New World Translation of the Christian Greek Scriptures was released, and in 1962 when we had our understanding corrected about the superior authorities. [jv p. 260 par. 3–p. 264 par. 2]
Select the correct answer in each of the following statements:
26. The experience of (Abigail; Dorcas; Dinah) illustrates the truthfulness of the principle at 1 Corinthians 15:33. [it-1 p. 627 par. 3]
27. Cyrus conquered the city of (Jerusalem; Babylon; Nineveh) by diverting the waters of the (Tigris; Jordan; Euphrates) River so that his troops could enter the city. [it-1 p. 567 par. 1]
28. His given name was Joseph, but because of his warmheartedness and generosity, he became known as (Andrew; Barnabas; Bartholomew), meaning “Son of (Sorrow; Joy; Comfort).” [it-1 p. 257 pars. 3, 4]
29. Belshazzar, the firstborn son of (Cyrus; Nabonidus; Nebuchadnezzar), is mentioned in the Bible account only by (Ezekiel; Daniel; Isaiah), and archaeological evidence agrees with the historicity of the account. [it-1 p. 282 par. 11]
30. The fall of Babylon was foretold by (Daniel and Hosea; Joel and Amos; Isaiah and Jeremiah). [kl p. 18 par. 17]
Match the following scriptures to the statements listed below: 2 Chron. 14:2-5; Ps. 78:40, 41; Isa. 55:10, 11; Dan. 1:8, 11-13; 1 Cor. 9:16
31. To emphasize the importance of the preaching work, a 1949 Watchtower declared: “Jehovah has made preaching the most important work any of us could do in this world.” [1 Cor. 9:16] [jv p. 292 par. 4]
32. Young Christians should not hesitate to respectfully make known to authorities and fellow students that they will not violate their godly conscience. [Dan. 1:8, 11-13] [Weekly Bible reading; see w92 11/1 p. 14 par. 17.]
33. God’s original purpose for mankind and the earth will be accomplished. [Isa. 55:10, 11] [kl p. 9 par. 10]
34. Faithful servants of Jehovah courageously oppose apostasy and work diligently to promote pure worship. [2 Chron. 14:2-5] [it-1 p. 183 pars. 11, 12]
35. God has feelings, and the choices we make matter to him. [Ps. 78:40, 41] [kl p. 14 par. 8]




Theocratic Ministry School Review (km 12/96 p.3)
Closed-book review on material covered in Theocratic Ministry School assignments for the weeks of September 2 to December 23, 1996. Use a separate sheet of paper to write down answers to as many of the questions as you can in the time allotted.
[Note: During the written review, only the Bible may be used to answer any question. References that follow the questions are for your personal research. Page and paragraph numbers may not appear on all references to The Watchtower.]
Answer each of the following statements True or False:
 1. Elizabeth, like her relative Mary, was of the tribe of Judah. [it-1 p. 719 par. 3] False. Elizabeth was of the priestly family of Aaron of the tribe of Levi.
 2. There really is no “great fish” capable of swallowing a man whole. (Jonah 1:17) [si p. 153 par. 4] False. The sperm whale, the great white shark, and possibly others can swallow a man whole.
 3. Epaphras and Epaphroditus were both companions of the apostle Paul. [it-1 p. 731 pars. 4-5] True.
 4. The prophecy at Daniel 9:24, 25 points to the birth of Jesus. [kl p. 36 par. 8] False. It points to the year 29 C.E., when Jesus was anointed with holy spirit and became the Messiah.
 5. Ebed-melech, an Ethiopian eunuch, helped get Jeremiah out of the miry cistern of Malchijah. [it-1 p. 672 par. 9] True.
 6. Enoch did not see death because he was taken bodily to heaven. (Gen. 5:24) [it-1 p. 729 par. 10] False. In view of Jesus’ clear statement at John 3:13, Enoch could not have received a heavenly reward. Instead of allowing him to be cut down by his enemies, God evidently cut short Enoch’s life while he was in a trance so that he did not experience the pangs of death.
 7. Hosea’s prophecy was principally directed to the two-tribe kingdom of Judah. [si p. 144 par. 8] False. It was principally directed to the ten-tribe northern kingdom of Israel.
 8. The first requirement for serving on a Regional Building Committee is that of having good building experience and knowledge of the construction trades. [jv p. 326 par. 1] False. First of all the brother must be spiritually qualified, serving as an elder, and exemplary in his exercise of the fruitage of the spirit.
 9. According to Zephaniah 3:9, God’s people will be united in the new world because they will all speak a common language—Hebrew. [Weekly Bible reading; see w89 6/1 p. 30.] False. Unity is not guaranteed because people all speak the same language. Unity comes from speaking the “pure language,” which is Bible truth.
 10. Elihu acted as a true friend by showing partiality to Job. [it-1 p. 710 pars. 3-4] False. Because Elihu was a true friend, he did not show partiality but spoke the truth to correct Job and thus honor Jehovah.
Answer the following questions:
11. Why is it appropriate that the principal meeting places of congregations worldwide are called Kingdom Halls, and where was the first building that was given this name located? [jv p. 319 par. 2] The name Kingdom Hall is appropriate because our Bible-based message is about God’s Kingdom. The first meeting place to be called a Kingdom Hall was in Hawaii.
12. What Scriptural statement by the three Hebrews reveals that their obedience to God was not dependent on divine protection and deliverance? (Dan. 3:16-18) [si p. 141 par. 19] Their words at Daniel 3:18 made it clear that even if Jehovah God chose not to save them, they would not perform an act of idolatry. (Substance sufficient)
13. What scripture foretells the birthplace of the Messiah? [si p. 156 par. 6] Micah 5:2.
14. Why would powerful works performed in the name of Jesus not be sure evidence of God’s favor or backing? [kl p. 46 pars. 6-7] Because Jesus said, as recorded at Matthew 7:21-23, that many claiming to be Christians and performing such works would be rejected by him for not doing God’s will. (Substance sufficient)
15. Why do Jehovah’s Witnesses not pray that God put an immediate stop to wars and food shortages and that he prevent all persecution? [jv p. 317 par. 4] Because such things were foretold for our time. (Substance sufficient)
16. In what ways did Queen Esther display the fruit of self-control? [it-1 pp. 761-2 par. 13] She accepted counsel from others; she was modest in her personal appearance; she kept silent when it was wise to do so; she was tactful and respectful. (Any; substance sufficient)
17. Although Eli was a high priest in Israel, what weakness of his did he allow to prevail in connection with his sons, leading to what consequence for them? (1 Sam. 2:12, 29, 34) [it-1 p. 706, pars. 13-14] Eli was lax in disciplining his sons, which led to both of his sons dying in “one day,” as God foretold. (Substance sufficient)
18. Whom was David referring to at Psalm 52:2, 3, and why was this individual so despicable? [it-1 p. 644 pars. 2-3] He was referring to Doeg, the Edomite. Doeg had a deceitful tongue and loved what was bad. (Substance sufficient)
19. At Haggai 2:9, which temple was the “later house,” which was “the former,” and why was the glory of the “later house” greater than that of “the former”? [Weekly Bible reading; see w89 6/1 p. 30.] The “later house” was the temple built after the Babylonian captivity; “the former” was the first temple built by Solomon long before the Jews went into captivity. However, the second temple, or “later house,” lasted longer; more worshipers flocked to it; and the Messiah, Jesus Christ, taught in it. These factors gave it greater religious glory. (Substance sufficient)
20. What was Hosea 14:2 urging the Israelites to do, and how do Jehovah’s Witnesses fulfill that prophecy today? (Heb. 13:15) [Weekly Bible reading; see w94 9/15 p. 10 pars. 1-2.] The Israelites were urged to repent and to render sacrifices of sincere praise to God. Jehovah’s Witnesses today offer the ‘young bulls of their lips’ by praising Jehovah in their Kingdom-preaching activity. (Substance sufficient)
Provide the word(s) or phrase needed to complete each of the following statements:
21. The city of Nineveh was called the city of bloodshed by the prophet Nahum some 200 years after Jonah had completed his God-given work there. [si p. 154 par. 10, p. 160 par. 10]
22. We need to worship God with spirit, being motivated by hearts full of faith and love; we must also worship him with truth by studying his Word. [kl p. 45 par. 4]
23. The prophet Elijah asked King Ahab for a meeting with the 450 prophets of Baal, the outcome of which proved that Jehovah is the true God and that he answers prayers. (Jas. 5:16, 17) [it-1 p. 711 pars. 1-2]
24. The Christian example of the Jewish woman Eunice and her son Timothy shows that those who live in religiously divided households can successfully train their children to fear Jehovah. [it-1 p. 767 par. 7]
25. Three avenues of evidence that prove Jesus was the Messiah are (1) Jesus’ lineage, (2) fulfilled prophecy, and (3) the testimony of Jehovah God. [kl pp. 34-8 pars. 6-10]
Select the correct answer in each of the following statements:
26. The understanding of Amos (8:11; 9:2, 3; 9:11, 12) helped the governing body of the first century to realize that it was God’s will that non-Israelites be gathered into the Christian congregation. (Acts 15:13-19) [si p. 150 par. 16]
27. When (Amos; Joel; Habakkuk) was called by Jehovah, he was not a prophet or the son of a prophet but was a raiser of sheep and a nipper of (dates; figs; olives) of sycamore trees. [si p. 148 par. 1]
28. The first reported resurrection performed by an apostle was when (John; Peter; Paul) went to Joppa and raised (Dorcas; Lydia; Eutychus) from the dead. [it-1 p. 646 pars. 7-8]
29. Of the three “comforters,” (Bildad; Eliphaz; Zophar) had priority in speaking and stands out as the most influential, suggesting that he may also have been the (richest; wisest; oldest). [it-1 p. 713 par. 17]
30. The twin brother of (Joseph; Ishmael; Jacob) was named Esau because he was (the firstborn; a hunter; unusually hairy), and he later got the name (Nimrod; Edom; Baal) from the red lentil stew for which he sold his birthright. [it-1 p. 759 par. 1]
Match the following scriptures to the statements listed below: 2 Ki. 2:23, 24; Zeph. 2:3; Phil. 2:25-30; Jas. 1:26, 27; 1 John 2:15-17
31. In order for our worship to be acceptable to God, it must not only be uncontaminated by worldly practices but also include all things that God considers vital. [Jas. 1:26, 27] [kl p. 51 par. 20]
32. Jehovah holds children accountable for showing disrespect to his faithful servants. [2 Ki. 2:23, 24] [it-1 p. 715 par. 1]
33. Time and unforeseen occurrence befall even faithful servants of Jehovah. [Phil. 2:25-30] [it-1 p. 731 par. 5]
34. As true Christians, we must avoid any practices that reflect the spirit of the ungodly world around us. [1 John 2:15-17] [kl p. 50 par. 17]
35. We cannot presume on God’s mercy. [Zeph. 2:3] [si p. 165 par. 11]




Theocratic Ministry School Review (km 4/97 p.5)
Closed-book review on material covered in Theocratic Ministry School assignments for the weeks of January 6 to April 21, 1997. Use a separate sheet of paper to write down answers to as many of the questions as you can in the time allotted.
[Note: During the written review, only the Bible may be used to answer any question. References that follow the questions are for your personal research. Page and paragraph numbers may not appear on all references to The Watchtower.]
Answer each of the following statements True or False:
 1. Years before the Watchtower Bible School of Gilead was established, the good news was brought to foreign fields by Witnesses who learned the truth abroad and returned to their homelands to preach. [jv p. 428 par. 2] True.
 2. Gideon was able to defeat the Midianites because of his military background. [it-1 p. 933 pars. 1-2] False. His modesty and his willingness to obey Jehovah’s instructions enabled him to be used for this important assignment.
 3. In fulfillment of Zechariah 9:2-4, Tyre was completely destroyed by Nebuchadnezzar. [si p. 169 par. 4] False. Although Nebuchadnezzar partially destroyed the portion of Tyre that was located on the mainland, an island city remained until its total destruction centuries later by Alexander the Great.
 4. Eve was correct when she stated that she had produced a son (Cain) “with the aid of Jehovah.” (Gen. 4:1) [it-1 p. 772 par. 2] True. Because Jehovah had given her and Adam their reproductive powers and Jehovah had not put her to death immediately when she transgressed His command, she was able to give birth.
 5. Although C. T. Russell was well-known as a gifted public speaker, it was his sincere interest in people that made him an effective evangelizer. [jv p. 404 par. 2] True.
 6. The black race did not descend from Ham’s son Canaan, whom Noah cursed. [it-1 p. 1023 par. 5] True. The black race descended from Cush and possibly Put, other sons of Ham who were not involved in the curse.
 7. Among the “goats” mentioned at Matthew 25:31-46, who will suffer everlasting cutting-off, will be active members of Babylon the Great and their religious leaders. [Weekly Bible reading; see w95 10/15 p. 26 pars. 13-15.] False. The judgment of the “sheep” and the “goats” will begin after the destruction of Babylon the Great. The “goats” may include some former church members, but these will not be active members of Babylon the Great, which will no longer exist.
 8. As a result of severe persecution in Europe, the number of publishers there decreased dramatically during World War II. [jv p. 454 par. 2] False. Most of the lands of Europe showed a substantial increase in publishers by the conclusion of the war.
 9. Forgiving others clears the way for our sins to be forgiven by God. [Weekly Bible reading; see w94 9/15 p. 7.] True. (Matt. 6:14, 15)
10. Gabriel is one of only two faithful angels the Bible mentions by name. [it-1 p. 876 par. 5] True.
Answer the following questions:
11. What striking method was used in London, England, in 1938 to advertise the convention talk “Face the Facts”? [jv p. 447 par. 2] Bearing placards advertising the public talk, Witnesses paraded through the business district of London.
12. What two roles filled by Jesus Christ were described at Zechariah 6:12, 13? [si p. 172 par. 25] As the “Sprout,” Jesus serves both as King and as High Priest.
13. The arrangement for congregations to share in making contributions to the Society Kingdom Hall Fund is an example of the application of what principle? [jv p. 344 pars. 3-4] This arrangement follows the principle of letting the surplus of those who have it offset the deficiency of others so that “an equalizing might take place.” (2 Cor. 8:14, 15) (Substance sufficient)
14. In what ways do humans benefit from Jesus’ sacrifice at this time? [kl pp. 68-9 pars. 17-19] Jesus’ sacrifice brings forgiveness of sins; it provides the basis of our hope for the future; it is the ultimate proof of Jehovah’s love. (Any; substance sufficient)
15. Why should we not hesitate to explain to householders that our work is supported by voluntary donations? [jv p. 349 par. 4] This method shows that we are different from religious groups that commercialize religion. (Substance sufficient)
16. In what sense did “Elijah the prophet” make an appearance in the first century, in fulfillment of Malachi 4:5? [si p. 174 par. 15] John the Baptizer did a preparatory work similar to that of Elijah the prophet. (Matt. 17:10-13) (Substance sufficient)
17. How did sin spread to all men? [kl p. 58 par. 13] Since all their children were conceived after Adam and Eve sinned, their offspring inherited sin and death.
18. Where in the book of Matthew do we find the sound counsel Jesus gave on settling serious difficulties? [Weekly Bible reading; see w95 7/15 p. 22.] Such counsel is found at Matthew 5:23, 24 and at Matthew 18:15-17. (Either)
19. What is the “denarius” mentioned in Jesus’ parable recorded at Matthew 20:1-16? [Weekly Bible reading; see gt chap. 97 par. 6.] The denarius is the privilege of being a spiritual Israelite, anointed to preach about God’s Kingdom. (Substance sufficient)
20. List two things that have been proved by God’s permission of wickedness. [kl pp. 77-8 pars. 18-20] Independence from God has not brought about a better world; Satan has not been able to turn all mankind away from Jehovah; only Jehovah has the ability and the right to rule over mankind. (Any two; substance sufficient)
Provide the word(s) or phrase needed to complete each of the following statements:
21. The first three Gospels are often called synoptic, meaning “like view.” [si p. 175 par. 3]
22. Greed caused Gehazi, Elisha’s attendant, to try to benefit materially from his master’s cure of Naaman’s leprosy. [it-1 p. 905 par. 2]
23. Refusing to heed a warning from the chiefs of the military forces, Gedaliah was assassinated by Ishmael and his men. [it-1 p. 903 par. 12]
24. Jehovah used the prophets Zechariah and Haggai to rekindle His people’s enthusiasm for temple reconstruction. [it-1 p. 1018 pars. 4-5]
25. The “spirit” that departs from humans at death is the life force that originates with God. (Ps. 146:4) [kl p. 81 pars. 5-6]
Select the correct answer in each of the following statements:
26. There is evidence that Matthew wrote his Gospel in (Hebrew; Aramaic; Greek) and later translated it into (Hebrew; Aramaic; Greek). [si p. 176 par. 6]
27. (Jezebel; Sarah; Hagar) figured in a symbolic drama in which she represents the nation of fleshly Israel, which was cast off from Jehovah’s favor. [it-1 p. 1018 par. 2]
28. Many West Africans first became acquainted with the truth through the stimulating Bible discourses of (Edwin Skinner; W. R. Brown; Juan Muniz). [jv p. 433 pars. 2-5]
29. (Haman’s; Hamath’s; Hanun’s) prideful attempt at genocide of the Jews was frustrated by Queen (Ruth; Esther; Deborah). [it-1 p. 1024 par. 2]
30. Jesus became the Messiah at his (birth; baptism; resurrection), which took place in the year (2 B.C.E.; 29 C.E.; 33 C.E.). [kl p. 65 par. 12]
Match the following scriptures to the statements listed below:
1 Sam. 1:12-16; Matt. 4:8-10; Matt. 16:19; Jas. 1:13; 1 John 5:19
31. God is not the cause of the numerous hardships that plague mankind. [Jas. 1:13] [kl p. 71 par. 3]
32. Jesus’ true followers refuse to become involved in the political affairs of this world. [Matt. 4:8-10] [Weekly Bible reading; see w96 5/1 p. 12 par. 9.]
33. Knowledge concerning the Kingdom of God would open up the way to heaven for Jews, Samaritans, and Gentiles. [Matt. 16:19] [Weekly Bible reading; see w91 3/15 p. 5.]
34. If on occasion we are misjudged by someone, a humble attitude and a respectful reply will usually achieve the greatest amount of good. [1 Sam. 1:12-16] [it-1 p. 1031 par. 5]
35. Christians have good reason to keep separate from the world. [1 John 5:19] [kl p. 60 par. 18]




Theocratic Ministry School Review (km 8/97 p.5)
Closed-book review on material covered in Theocratic Ministry School assignments for the weeks of May 5 to August 18, 1997. Use a separate sheet of paper to write down answers to as many of the questions as you can in the time allotted.
[Note: During the written review, only the Bible may be used to answer any question. References that follow the questions are for your personal research. Page and paragraph numbers may not appear on all references to The Watchtower.]
Answer each of the following statements True or False:
 1. Hezekiah followed in the footsteps of his father, Ahaz, by promoting the worship of false gods in Judah. [it-1 p. 1103] False. Unlike his father, Hezekiah destroyed the sacred pillars and altars dedicated to false gods and reestablished true worship in the temple.
 2. Features of the last days are found only in Matthew 24, Mark 13, and Luke 21. [kl p. 102 box] False. Additional features are recorded in 2 Peter 3, 2 Timothy 3, and Revelation 6 and 11.
 3. John the Baptizer’s question found at Luke 7:19 reveals that he lacked faith. [Weekly Bible reading; see w87 1/1 p. 16.] False. John may simply have wanted Jesus to verify that He was the Messiah; also, John evidently wanted to know if there was to be someone else coming to complete the fulfillment of all things that were foretold to be accomplished by the Messiah.
 4. At Jesus’ last Passover with his disciples, it was only Peter who said to him: “I will by no means disown you.” [Weekly Bible reading] False. According to Matthew 26:35, all the other disciples also said the same thing.
 5. There is no Biblical evidence indicating that the apostle Peter was a married man. [Weekly Bible reading] False. Luke 4:38 indicates that Peter was married.
 6. The Kingdom that Jesus preached about is subsidiary, or secondary, to God’s universal sovereignty. [kl p. 91 par. 4] True.
 7. Herod Antipas was the ruler who ordered the beheading of John the Baptizer. [it-1 p. 1095] True.
 8. When Jesus told the Pharisees that the Kingdom of God was in their midst, he was referring to himself as the future King. (Luke 17:21) [kl p. 91 par. 6] True.
 9. There is no reasonable explanation as to why the book of Luke contains a vocabulary that is larger than the three other Gospels combined. [si p. 187 par. 2] False. Since Luke was a well-educated man and a physician, it is not surprising that the vocabulary in his Gospel is large.
10. No members of the Governing Body were able to visit Eastern European lands while our work was under ban in that part of the world. [jv p. 506 par. 1] False. Even prior to the bans’ being lifted, members of the Governing Body visited a number of such lands to see what could be done to help their Christian brothers.
Answer the following questions:
11. What film released by the Society in 1954 gave audiences worldwide a glimpse of the magnitude of Jehovah’s organization? [jv p. 480 par. 4] “The New World Society in Action.”
12. In what ways are some publishers meeting the challenge of finding people to speak with in the ministry? [jv p. 516 pars. 1-3] Some are making not-at-home calls early in the morning and in the evening; others are preaching wherever people may be found, on the streets and in other public places. (Any; substance sufficient)
13. Why did Jehovah instruct Elijah to “anoint Hazael as king over Syria”? (1 Ki. 19:15) [it-1 p. 1046] Israel had sinned against Jehovah, and Hazael was to be God’s instrument for punishing the nation.
14. What did Jesus mean when he said: “Have salt in yourselves, and keep peace between one another”? (Mark 9:50) [Weekly Bible reading; see w85 5/15 p. 24 par. 12.] Our acting in good taste by being tactful and considerate will promote peaceful relationships with fellow Christians. (Substance sufficient)
15. What valuable lesson may we learn from Jesus’ reaction to the poor widow’s contribution? (Mark 12:42-44) [Weekly Bible reading; see w87 12/1 p. 29 par. 7–p. 30 par. 1.] While all of us have the privilege of supporting true worship by means of our material contributions, what is truly precious in God’s sight is, not our giving what we can do without anyway, but our giving what is valuable to us. (Substance sufficient)
16. How are some of Peter’s characteristics seen in Mark’s style of writing, and what may account for this? [si p. 182 pars. 5-6] Mark’s style is impulsive, vigorous, vital, and descriptive. He likely learned much of what he recorded from Peter, a man of deep emotions, who was an eyewitness of the life and ministry of Jesus Christ.
17. When we compare Matthew 6:9, 10 and Luke 11:2-4, why may we conclude that the model prayer was not meant to be repeated word for word? [Weekly Bible reading; see w90 5/15 p. 16 par. 6.] The wording in Matthew’s account differs somewhat from that of Luke’s. From this we may conclude that Jesus did not intend that the prayer be repeated word for word. He taught his followers how to pray, not exactly what to say. (Substance sufficient)
18. In what way is our confidence in the reliability of the Bible strengthened when we read texts such as Luke 3:1, 2? [si p. 188 par. 7] Unlike myths and legends, which place events at an indefinite time and place, the Bible pinpoints the time and place that important events occurred. (Substance sufficient)
19. What scriptures in Psalms and in Hebrews show that Jesus did not begin to rule immediately after ascending to heaven? [kl p. 96 par. 15] Psalm 110:1; Hebrews 10:12, 13.
20. Since we know that Jesus never lacked faith in God, why did he cry out: “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” (Mark 15:34) [Weekly Bible reading; see w87 6/15 p. 31.] Jesus could have meant these words in the qualified sense that Jehovah had taken away protection from Jesus so that His Son’s integrity would be tested to the limit; also, Jesus said these words in fulfillment of a prophecy about the Messiah recorded at Psalm 22:7, 8. (Either; substance sufficient)
Provide the word(s) or phrase needed to complete each of the following statements:
21. The marriage of Herod Antipas and Herodias was both illegal and immoral under Jewish law. [it-1 p. 1100]
22. Moses asked his brother-in-law, Hobab, to act as a scout for the nation of Israel during their move from the region of Mount Sinai toward the Promised Land. [it-1 p. 1126]
23. Hiram, king of Tyre, assisted Solomon in building the temple at Jerusalem by providing materials and manpower. [it-1 p. 1121]
24. Harold King and Stanley Jones were sent to China in 1947, making it one of the first countries of the Orient to which Gilead-trained missionaries were sent. [jv p. 489 par. 2]
25. Sibia and Light were names of boats used by missionaries for witnessing in the West Indies. [jv p. 463 par. 1]
Select the correct answer in each of the following statements:
26. To meet the need for missionaries, (the Theocratic Ministry; the Kingdom Ministry; Gilead) School was established in (1939; 1943; 1946). [jv p. 458 par. 2]
27. (Alexander; Diotrephes; Hymenaeus), a first-century apostate, evidently taught that the resurrection was symbolic and that there would be no resurrection of the dead in the future. [it-1 p. 1164]
28. The slaughter of boys under two years of age shortly after Jesus’ birth was ordered by (Herod Agrippa I; Herod Antipas; Herod the Great). [it-1 p. 1093]
29. Ishmael’s poking fun at Isaac, mentioned at Genesis 21:8, 9, marks the beginning of a period of (400; 430; 450) years of affliction of the Jews, which ended with Israel’s deliverance from (Assyria; Babylon; Egypt) in (537; 740; 1513) B.C.E. [it-1 p. 1216]
30. As recorded in (Matthew 10; Matthew 24; Luke 21), Jesus gave specific service instructions to those he sent out to preach. [si p. 180 par. 31]
Match the following scriptures to the statements listed below:
Mark 7:20-23; 13:10; Luke 8:31; Acts 12:20-23; 17:11
31. We should be alert to identify any ungodly or corrupting influence that may come into our mind and heart and should remove it before it takes root. [Mark 7:20-23] [Weekly Bible reading; see w89 11/1 p. 14 par. 16.]
32. The demons will join Satan in deathlike inactivity during “the thousand years.” (Rev. 20:3) [Luke 8:31] [Weekly Bible reading]
33. A spirit of urgency is needed in order for the worldwide witness work to be accomplished in a limited time. [Mark 13:10] [Weekly Bible reading; see w95 10/1 p. 27.]
34. Tens of thousands of people have been taught to read and write by Jehovah’s Witnesses, giving people the opportunity to study the Bible personally. [Acts 17:11] [jv p. 466 pars. 3-4]
35. Men should be careful about taking credit to themselves because conceit is very distasteful to God, as it is also to many humans. [Acts 12:20-23] [it-1 p. 1097; see also w94 9/1 p. 21.]




Theocratic Ministry School Review (km 12/97 p.5)
Closed-book review on material covered in Theocratic Ministry School assignments for the weeks of September 1 to December 22, 1997. Use a separate sheet of paper to write down answers to as many of the questions as you can in the time allotted.
[Note: During the written review, only the Bible may be used to answer any question. References that follow the questions are for your personal research. Page and paragraph numbers may not appear on all references to The Watchtower.]
Answer each of the following statements True or False:
 1. Although the record states that faithless King Jehoram ruled in the northern kingdom of Israel, we do not know who his parents were or how he died. [it-1 p. 1270 pars. 8, 12] False. The Bible tells us that Jehoram’s parents were Ahab and Jezebel and that he died when Jehu shot him through the heart with an arrow. (2 Ki. 9:22-26)
 2. At Luke 22:30, “the twelve tribes of Israel” have the same significance as at Matthew 19:28, where the application broadens out beyond Jesus’ spirit-begotten underpriests to include all others of mankind. [Weekly Bible reading; see w87 3/1 p. 27 par. 10; p. 28 par. 12.] True.
 3. The reason Jesus’ disciples expressed wonderment at his speaking with a Samaritan woman was that she had an immoral background. (John 4:27) [Weekly Bible reading; see w95 7/15 p. 15 pars. 1-2.] False. They were evidently surprised that Jesus did not go along with prevailing rabbinic tradition that discouraged men from talking to women in public. She was also a Samaritan, and Jews had no dealings with Samaritans.
 4. The expression “from the beginning” at John 6:64 indicates that Jesus knew at the time Judas was chosen as an apostle that he would be the one to betray Him. [Weekly Bible reading; see it-2 p. 129 pars. 4-6.] False. At the beginning of his apostleship, Judas was faithful to God and to Jesus. Thus, John must have meant that “from the beginning” of when Judas started to go bad, started to give in to imperfection and sinful inclinations, Jesus recognized it.
 5. The Society’s charter of 1884 referred only to its being a publishing organization. [jv p. 576 par. 1] False. It clearly stated that the Society’s real objective was religious; it was chartered for “the dissemination of Bible Truths in various languages.”
 6. Exodus 21:22, 23 helps us to appreciate that God views the unborn human child as a precious life. [kl p. 128 par. 21] True.
 7. The “festival of the Jews” mentioned at John 5:1 refers to the Passover of 31 C.E. [si p. 194 par. 8] True. The context places it shortly after Jesus said there were “yet four months before the harvest,” thus indicating the festival to be the Passover, which took place at the beginning of the harvest. (John 4:35)
 8. Spreading the Kingdom message through radio and television broadcasts is as effective as any other methods we may use. [jv p. 572 par. 3] False. Although radio and television broadcasts have been used to spread the good news, personal contact with individuals is far more effective.
 9. Since Jehoiachin had fathered seven sons, the Scriptural decree, “Write down this man as childless,” must have been an error. (Jer. 22:30) [it-1 p. 1267 par. 10] False. It was no error. As a reading of the entire verse shows, Jehoiachin was childless in the sense that none of his descendants ever ruled from earthly Jerusalem.
10. Whether civil authorities are viewed as just or unjust, true Christians should have their marriage properly registered with them. [kl p. 122 par. 11] True. (Mark 12:17)
Answer the following questions:
11. In harmony with the example of first-century Ephesian Christians, what is one necessary step that must be taken to resist wicked spirits? (Acts 19:19) [kl p. 114 par. 14] Get rid of anything having spiritistic uses or overtones.
12. How did certain angels sin in Noah’s day? [kl p. 109 par. 4] They abandoned their service in heaven and took on fleshly bodies to satisfy their lust for sexual relations with women. (Substance sufficient)
13. Why did Jesus refuse to get involved in an inheritance dispute? (Luke 12:13, 14) [Weekly Bible reading; see w97 4/1 p. 28.] Jesus came to declare the Kingdom good news, not to arbitrate legal matters. Additionally, a method had already been set out in God’s Law to settle disputes. (Deut. 1:16, 17)
14. Of what were the disciples unaware when they asked Jesus if he was going to restore the Kingdom to Israel, as recorded at Acts 1:6? [Weekly Bible reading; see w90 6/1 p. 11 par. 4.] They were unaware that the Kingdom was to be a heavenly one.
15. Why was Adolf Hitler unable to carry out his threat to exterminate Jehovah’s people? [jv p. 553 pars. 2-4] The answer lies in Gamaliel’s words recorded at Acts 5:38, 39; the work carried out by Jehovah’s Witnesses is from God himself and therefore can never be stopped by humans.
16. How did Jairus demonstrate that he had faith in Jesus’ ability to cure? (Mark 5:22-24) [it-1 p. 1250 par. 14] He took the initiative to seek out Jesus; after finding him, Jairus fell at his feet, begged Jesus to come to his home, and took him there himself.
17. Why does the New World Translation say “the Word was a god” and not “the Word was God,” as other translations do at John 1:1? [Weekly Bible reading; see rs p. 212 par. 5.] The definite article (the) appears before the first occurrence of “the·os´” (God) but not before the second. The articular (when the article appears) construction of the noun points to an identity, a personality, whereas a singular anarthrous (without the article) predicate noun before the verb (as the sentence is constructed in Greek) points to a quality about someone. So the text is not saying that the Word (Jesus) was the same as the God with whom he was but, rather, that the Word was godlike, divine, a god. (Substance sufficient)
18. According to the book of Revelation, where will “those practicing spiritism” end up if they do not repent and change their ways? [kl p. 111 par. 8] They will end up in “the lake that burns with fire and sulphur,” which means “the second [everlasting] death.” (Rev. 21:8)
19. Since Jesus was a perfect man and he acknowledged his role as Teacher, why did he not accept being called “Good Teacher”? (Luke 18:18, 19) [Weekly Bible reading; see w95 3/1 p. 15 par. 7.] Jesus rejected this title because he was modest and was quick to direct honor away from himself and toward Jehovah. (Substance sufficient)
20. What was new about the commandment stated at John 13:34? [Weekly Bible reading; see w90 2/1 p. 21 pars. 5-6.] Jesus’ love included his giving up his life for others, and his disciples must be willing to do the same. That was a higher level of love, since such a sacrifice was not required by the Mosaic Law.
Provide the word(s) or phrase needed to complete each of the following statements:
21. The example of Ittai, the Gittite, who demonstrated loyalty to David, should move us to demonstrate this same quality toward those taking the lead in Jehovah’s organization today. (2 Sam. 15:21) [it-1 p. 1237 par. 17]
22. The “ten minas” represent assets that spirit-begotten disciples could make use of in producing more heirs of the heavenly Kingdom. (Luke 19:13) [Weekly Bible reading; see w89 10/1 p. 8.]
23. Three false charges that the Jews made against Jesus to Pilate, the Roman governor of Judea, included subverting the nation of Israel, forbidding the paying of taxes to Caesar, and saying He Himself was a king. (Luke 23:2) [Weekly Bible reading; see w90 12/1 p. 9 par. 1.]
24. True Christians do not celebrate Christmas or any other holiday based on false religious beliefs because they give Jehovah exclusive devotion; they also do not observe holidays that idolize sinful humans or nations. [kl p. 126 par. 16]
25. The book of Acts was written by Luke while he was in Rome. [si p. 199 par. 3]
Select the correct answer in each of the following statements:
26. By 1992, over (2,500; 4,500; 6,500) students from (40; 80; 110) countries had been trained at Gilead and had thereafter served in over (100; 150; 200) lands and island groups. [jv p. 524 par. 2]
27. In (1877; 1879; 1881), Charles T. Russell published the booklet The Object and Manner of Our Lord’s Return, and in (1877; 1879; 1881) he began publishing Zion’s Watch Tower and Herald of Christ’s Presence. [jv p. 557 par. 1]
28. Our living a godly life guarantees that (we will always be treated well by others; we will enjoy an abundance of material things now; we will have God’s smile of approval because we are doing what is right). [kl p. 118 par. 2]
29. When Jesus asked the apostle Peter, “Do you love me more than these?,” He was asking Peter if he loved Him more than (he loved these other disciples; these other disciples loved Jesus; he loved these things, such as the fish). (John 21:15) [Weekly Bible reading; see w88 11/1 p. 31 par. 9.]
30. For the most part, those who have taken the lead in spreading the good news have been (wealthy people; people looked up to by the world; common people). [jv p. 548 par. 3]
Match the following scriptures to the statements listed below:
2 Ki. 10:15, 16; Prov. 3:9, 10; Luke 9:60, 62; 13:4, 5; Rom. 9:10-12
31. Jesus argued against fatalistic reasoning, referring to a tragedy that was well-known to his listeners and that he evidently attributed to time and unforeseen occurrence. [Luke 13:4, 5] [Weekly Bible reading; see w96 9/1 p. 5 par. 5.]
32. Jehovah demonstrated his ability to detect the genetic bent of the unborn and to exercise his foreknowledge and right to select beforehand whom he chooses for his purposes. [Rom. 9:10-12] [it-1 p. 1242 par. 6]
33. Single-minded devotion is needed in order to enter the Kingdom. [Luke 9:60, 62] [si p. 192 par. 32]
34. Jehovah will bless us as we use our time, energy, and other resources, including our funds, to promote true worship. [Prov. 3:9, 10] [kl p. 120 par. 8]
35. One must loyally support those taking the lead in Jehovah’s worship. [2 Ki. 10:15, 16] [it-1 p. 1269 par. 8]




Theocratic Ministry School Review (km 4/98 p.5)
Closed-book review on material covered in Theocratic Ministry School assignments for the weeks of January 5 to April 20, 1998. Use a separate sheet of paper to write down answers to as many of the questions as you can in the time allotted.
[Note: During the written review, only the Bible may be used to answer any question. References that follow the questions are for your personal research. Page and paragraph numbers may not appear on all references to The Watchtower.]
Answer each of the following statements True or False:
 1. At Acts 15:29, the comment “Good health to you” was a promise to the effect, ‘If you abstain from blood and fornication, you will have better health.’ [Weekly Bible reading; see w91 6/15 p. 9 par. 7 ftn.] False. This was simply a closure to the letter, such as, ‘Farewell.’
 2. Deep concern for the spiritual welfare of the Corinthian Christians moved Paul to write his first letter to them while in the course of his second missionary tour. [si p. 210 par. 3] False. Paul wrote this letter while in the course of his third missionary tour.
 3. Although Jehoshaphat proved himself to be a king who relied on Jehovah, he unwisely formed a marriage alliance with Ahab. [it-1 p. 1271 par. 11; p. 1272 par. 1] True.
 4. The word “simony,” which is derived from the event recorded at Acts 8:9-24, refers to the practice of magical arts. [Weekly Bible reading; see w90 6/1 p. 17 par. 8.] False. “Simony” refers to “the buying or selling of a church office or ecclesiastical preferment.” Simon had offered the apostles money for the gift of being able to impart the holy spirit by the laying on of his hands.
 5. At Romans 8:6, 7, “flesh” refers to our fallen condition as imperfect humans with inherited sinful tendencies. [Weekly Bible reading; see w91 3/1 p. 21 par. 4.] True.
 6. In harmony with Ephesians 5:33, a wife’s having deep respect for her husband does not mean that she cannot express her opinions, particularly if something disturbs her. [kl p. 144 pars. 12-13] True.
 7. It was Jethro, a priest of Midian, who suggested to Moses a system of delegating authority. [it-2 p. 73 par. 2] True.
 8. Just as God’s purpose to bring Gentiles into the congregation was not clearly understood until the apostles saw what was actually occurring in fulfillment of prophecy, Jehovah’s Witnesses acknowledge that their understanding of certain matters has undergone adjustment as God has provided progressive enlightenment. [jv p. 629 pars. 4-5] True.
 9. At Acts 20:20, the expression “house to house” refers solely to shepherding visits in the homes of fellow believers because the context shows that Paul was addressing the older men of the congregation. [Weekly Bible reading; see w91 1/15 p. 11 par. 5.] False. Acts 20:21 shows that he was speaking about a house-to-house ministry among unbelievers who would need to repent and exercise faith in Jesus.
10. If we train our heart to appreciate spiritual things, praying for God’s spirit to help us in this, then we will avoid “the minding of the flesh.” (Rom. 8:6, 7) [Weekly Bible reading; see w91 3/1 p. 21 par. 5.] True.
Answer the following questions:
11. What account in the book of Acts shows that merely having access to the Word of God and personally reading it is not enough to gain the accurate knowledge that sets one on the road to life? [Weekly Bible reading; see w91 9/1 p. 19 par. 16.] Acts 8:27-38.
12. What is indicated by the fact that Paul wrote: “The existing authorities stand placed in their relative positions by God”? (Rom. 13:1) [kl p. 131 par. 7] Such authorities exist by permission of Jehovah and are, therefore, subordinate, or inferior, to God’s authority. (Substance sufficient)
13. At Acts 11:26, why does the New World Translation use the expression “were by divine providence called Christians,” whereas other Bible translations do not include the idea of “divine providence”? [Weekly Bible reading; see w90 6/1 p. 19 par. 19.] Jehovah no doubt directed that they be called Christians, since the Greek word “khre·ma·ti´zo” means “to be called by divine providence” and is used Scripturally in connection with what is from God. (Substance sufficient)
14. What conviction of Jehovah’s Witnesses moves them to be zealous publishers and distributors of the Bible? [jv p. 603 par. 3] They firmly believe that the Bible is God’s own sacred Word, and they know the glorious good news that it contains. (Substance sufficient)
15. What kind of personal study is encouraged at Acts 17:11? [si p. 205 par. 38] Continuous, diligent study of the Scriptures, resulting in the blessings of conviction and strong faith.
16. In his letter to Christians in Rome, what did Paul firmly establish about Jews and non-Jews? [si p. 206 par. 2] Paul firmly established that they are equal before God and that men are declared righteous, not through the Mosaic Law, but through faith in Jesus and by God’s undeserved kindness.
17. According to Romans 12:2, to what extent are the personalities of Christians changed by the power of God’s Word? [Weekly Bible reading; see w90 4/1 p. 16 par. 3.] The Greek word translated “be transformed” at Romans 12:2 comes from “me·ta·mor·pho’o.” It indicates a complete change, like the metamorphosis of a caterpillar into a butterfly. (Substance sufficient)
18. What is the “sacred secret” mentioned by Paul at Romans 11:25? [Weekly Bible reading; see w83 8/15 p. 16 par. 16.] It refers to the fact that a limited number of non-Jews would prove to be spiritual Jews, part of spiritual Israel, “the Israel of God.” (Gal. 6:15, 16; Rom. 2:28, 29; 4:16)
19. Why is the Christian congregation justified in disfellowshipping unrepentant wrongdoers? (1 Cor. 5:11, 13) [Weekly Bible reading; see g96 9/8 p. 27 pars. 2-3.] The Christian congregation is justified in expelling unrepentant wrongdoers from their midst because the congregation must be a haven from immoral predators and other willful practicers of sin. This action prevents the sinner from spreading corruption in the congregation, and it protects the congregation’s good name.
20. How will heaping fiery coals upon the head of an adversary help in conquering evil? (Rom. 12:20, 21) [Weekly Bible reading; see g86 1/22 p. 6 par. 5.] As the coals banked around ancient furnaces melted the metal from the ore, so your returning good for evil may soften your adversary’s anger and cause it to melt away, thereby conquering it.
Provide the word(s) or phrase needed to complete each of the following statements:
21. Philip explained to the Ethiopian eunuch how the prophecy of Isaiah 53:7, 8 had been fulfilled, and on being enlightened, this one humbly requested baptism. (Acts 8:28-35) [si p. 204 par. 33]
22. When the matter of circumcision was being debated, James backed up his decision by saying: “With this the words of the Prophets agree, just as it is written.” (Acts 15:15-18) [Weekly Bible reading; see si p. 204 par. 33.]
23. Isaiah’s promise that “the root of Jesse” would stand up as “a signal for the peoples” and that the nations would “turn inquiringly” to him is fulfilled in Christ Jesus. (Isa. 11:10) [it-2 p. 51 par. 13]
24. According to Paul’s illustration of the symbolic olive tree in Romans chapter 11, as the 12 tribes of Israel stemmed from Abraham through Isaac, so the 12 symbolic tribes of spiritual Israel stem from Jehovah through Jesus. [Weekly Bible reading; see w83 8/15 p. 16 par. 15.]
25. It was in July 1917, after Russell’s death, that the Watch Tower Society released the book “The Finished Mystery,” a commentary on Revelation and Ezekiel as well as The Song of Solomon. [jv p. 647 par. 2]
Select the correct answer in each of the following statements:
26. With his discourse in Acts chapter 17, Paul tactfully establishes the (sovereignty; righteousness; love) of the living God. [Weekly Bible reading; see si p. 204 par. 37.]
27. (Paul; Peter; Luke) warmly commended people of (Beroea; Macedonia; Jerusalem), calling them “more noble-minded.” (Acts 17:11) [Weekly Bible reading; see w95 5/1 p. 14 par. 3.]
28. The lie, or falsehood, mentioned at Romans 1:25 has reference to (idolatry; unclean sexual practices; the practice of lying). [Weekly Bible reading; see it-2 p. 245 par. 2.]
29. In 1878, C. T. Russell and his associates were confronted with a major test of their faith and loyalty to God’s Word. At issue was (the identity of the “faithful and discreet slave”; Jesus’ invisible presence; the sacrificial value of Jesus’ flesh and blood). [jv p. 619 par. 3]
30. Paul wrote his first letter to the Corinthians while in (Rome; Ephesus; Corinth) about the year (52; 55; 56) C.E. [si p. 210 par. 3]
Match the following scriptures to the statements listed below:
Ps. 73:28; Prov. 24:3; Isa. 65:13; Acts 10:34, 35; 2 Cor. 12:7-9
31. As Jehovah’s servants, we should view people of all ethnic groups as he does. [Acts 10:34, 35] [Weekly Bible reading; see w88 5/15 p. 16 par. 6.]
32. The Bible provides principles that are like tools that enable one to build a happy family. [Prov. 24:3] [kl p. 140 par. 3]
33. Those who draw near to Jehovah enjoy true happiness and peace of mind. [Ps. 73:28] [kl p. 150 par. 3]
34. Throughout history, Jehovah has dispensed spiritual food to his people as a group. [Isa. 65:13] [kl p. 162 par. 6]
35. Jehovah may allow a trying situation to continue for a while, but he does answer prayers and knows the best time to do so. [2 Cor. 12:7-9] [kl p. 156 par. 15]




Theocratic Ministry School Review (km 8/98 p.5)
Closed-book review on material covered in Theocratic Ministry School assignments for the weeks of May 4 to August 24, 1998. Use a separate sheet of paper to write down answers to as many of the questions as you can in the time allotted.
[Note: During the written review, only the Bible may be used to answer any question. References that follow the questions are for your personal research. Page and paragraph numbers may not appear on all references to The Watchtower.]
Answer each of the following statements True or False:
 1. According to the Bible record, Paul visited Corinth three times. [si p. 214 par. 3] False. His second, and last, visit to Corinth was probably in 56 C.E.
 2. The steps toward Christian baptism begin by taking accurate knowledge of Jehovah God and Jesus Christ into our heart. [kl p. 173 par. 7] True.
 3. The thought behind Ephesians 5:13 is that worldly practices are exposed as sinful and seen for what they truly are when they are viewed in the light of God’s Word. [Weekly Bible reading; see it-2 p. 254 par. 3.] True.
 4. We can earn life by serving Jehovah God. [kl p. 182 par. 4] False. Everlasting life is a gift of God. (Rom. 6:23)
 5. The text at Galatians 5:26 rules out all competitive sports and games for true Christians. [Weekly Bible reading; see g95 12/8 p. 15 par. 8.] False. The Bible condemns, not all competition, but competition that stirs up vanity, rivalry, greed, envy, or violence.
 6. Although he courageously asked for Jesus’ body in order to place it in a tomb, Joseph of Arimathea had to overcome his fear of unbelieving Jews. [it-2 p. 112 par. 8] True.
 7. The letter to the Philippians was written by Paul just a few months after he had formed the congregation in Philippi, and it was prompted by serious problems that had come up among them. [si p. 224 par. 3] False. About ten years after Paul first established the congregation, a touching expression of the love of the brothers in Philippi moved him to write them the inspired letter.
 8. Jesus “was declared righteous in spirit,” as mentioned at 1 Timothy 3:16, by being rewarded with spirit life at his resurrection; this amounted to God’s declaration that Jesus was altogether righteous and worthy of further exalted assignments. [Weekly Bible reading; see w90 1/15 p. 13 par. 12.] True.
 9. “The releasing” referred to at Philippians 1:23 is evidently Paul’s prospect of being with Christ immediately after death. [Weekly Bible reading; see w95 3/1 p. 30 par. 4.] False. Paul believed that faithful anointed Christians would be resurrected during the presence of Christ. Therefore, he must have had in mind the events of that period.
10. Paul wrote 1 Timothy during the period between his release from his first imprisonment in Rome and his final imprisonment there. [si p. 234 par. 2] True.
Answer the following questions:
11. In what way were some in Corinth partaking of the emblems “unworthily” when they came together to celebrate the Memorial of Christ’s death? (1 Cor. 11:27) [Weekly Bible reading; see w90 2/15 p. 19 par. 17.] Evidently, some had meals beforehand at which they ate or drank too much, dulling their senses; thus, they were not alert mentally and spiritually to appreciate fully the significance of the Lord’s Evening Meal. (Substance sufficient)
12. The presence of whom threatened the welfare of the Corinthian congregation, moving Paul to write his second letter to Corinth? [si p. 214 par. 2] It was the presence of the “superfine apostles,” whom he also described as “false apostles, deceitful workers.” (2 Cor. 11:5, 13, 14)
13. How will Jehovah compensate for anything we may sacrifice for the sake of his worship? [kl p. 169 par. 20] No matter what we have left behind or must endure, we can find delightful companionship and spiritual security among God’s people. (Mal. 3:10; Mark 10:29, 30)
14. What has been accomplished by appeals to higher courts in matters affecting true worship? [jv p. 683 par. 4] Successful appeals have prevented a mountain of legal precedent that could have served as a giant obstacle in the field of worship.
15. In his use of God’s Word, how does Paul provide a splendid example for Christian ministers today? [si p. 217 par. 19] He valued and studied God’s Word, and in his letters he repeatedly quoted from the Hebrew Scriptures, alluded to them, and applied them. (Substance sufficient)
16. What did the apostle Paul mean when he said that the Law “was added to make transgressions manifest”? (Gal. 3:19) [Weekly Bible reading; see uw p. 147 pars. 3-4.] It was added to the Abrahamic covenant; it showed up the Israelites as sinners, thus emphasizing the need for a Savior.
17. At Philippians 1:3-7, for what reasons does Paul commend the brothers, and how can we benefit from their example? [si p. 225 par. 12] Paul commends the Philippians for their generosity, for their loving concern for brothers in difficulty, and for standing firm in one spirit for the faith of the good news. We can benefit from their example by being generous, by helping our brothers who may be in need, and by standing firm for the good news. (Substance sufficient)
18. Why should all Christian ministers follow the advice set out at Colossians 4:6? [si p. 228 par. 13] Gracious words of truth will prove appetizing to the honesthearted and will work to their permanent benefit. (Substance sufficient)
19. What did the apostle Paul mean when he said that he desired the women to “adorn themselves . . . with modesty”? (1 Tim. 2:9) [Weekly Bible reading; see g90 6/22 p. 19 par. 2.] The Greek word for “modesty” carries the thought of having ‘respect for the opinions of others’; one’s appearance should be modest and sensible, not bizarre or faddish. (Substance sufficient)
20. Why should Christians heed Paul’s warning at 1 Timothy 6:4 in connection with “debates about words”? [si p. 236 par. 15] Debates about words are allied to pride; they obstruct Christian growth and are in opposition to the healthful teaching. (Substance sufficient)
Provide the word(s) or phrase needed to complete each of the following statements:
21. During the year 1933, a concordat between the Vatican and Nazi Germany was signed and Hitler launched a campaign to annihilate Jehovah’s Witnesses in Germany. [jv p. 659 par. 2]
22. Paul’s first letter to the Corinthians is most beneficial in enlarging our understanding of the Hebrew Scriptures, from which it makes many quotations. [si p. 213 par. 23]
23. In his letter to the Galatians, Paul proves that justification is by faith in Christ Jesus, not by works of the Law, and that therefore circumcision is unnecessary for Christians. [si p. 218 par. 6]
24. In his first letter to the Thessalonians, Paul four times makes mention of the presence of Jesus Christ, apparently because of the congregation’s interest in this teaching. [si p. 231 par. 15]
25. The second letter to the Thessalonians was written by Paul while in Corinth in the year 51 C.E. [si p. 232 par. 4]
Select the correct answer in each of the following statements:
26. In discussing his right to live by the ministry, Paul refers to the (Talmud; Mishnah; Law of Moses), which says that working animals must not be muzzled and that the (Levites; Nethinim; priestly family of Aaron) in temple service received their portion from the altar. [si p. 213 par. 24]
27. Paul’s letter to the Galatians gives the interpretation of Isaiah 54:1-6, identifying Jehovah’s woman as (earthly Jerusalem; the Jerusalem above; New Jerusalem). (Gal. 4:21-26) [si p. 219 par. 16]
28. At Ephesians 1:10, the “administration” refers to (the Messianic Kingdom; the Governing Body; God’s way of managing his household affairs). [si p. 221 par. 8]
29. (Judaizers; Christendom’s clergy class; Babylon the Great) can be identified with “the man of lawlessness” mentioned at 2 Thessalonians 2:3. [Weekly Bible reading; see w90 1/15 p. 18 par. 11.]
30. If you have serious reservations about someone during courtship, the wise thing to do is to (allow your romantic feelings to overcome your doubts; discontinue the relationship; close your eyes to serious faults hoping that things will get better after the marriage). [fy p. 23 par. 19]
Match the following scriptures to the statements listed below:
Num. 16:3; 1 Cor. 10:11, 12; 2 Cor. 4:7; 2 Cor. 8:14; Jude 1
31. When a person puts the Christian ministry first in his life, he experiences God-given power. [2 Cor. 4:7] [Weekly Bible reading; see w90 3/1 p. 29 par. 5.]
32. We should heed the warning example of the Israelites under Moses and avoid self-reliance. [1 Cor. 10:11, 12] [si p. 213 par. 23]
33. Generous gifts from Christians of means can help offset the needs of those in less favored places, while the zeal and endurance of afflicted ones can be a source of joy and encouragement to the donors. [2 Cor. 8:14] [Weekly Bible reading; see w93 12/15 p. 21 par. 20.]
34. Servants of Jehovah should desire to maintain a loving, cooperative attitude toward one another; murmuring can be detrimental to good relations with others. [Num. 16:3] [it-2 p. 184 par. 6]
35. We must be careful not to seek prominence by capitalizing on fleshly relationships. [Jude 1] [it-2 p. 132 par. 1]




Theocratic Ministry School Review (km 12/98 p.5)
Closed-book review on material covered in Theocratic Ministry School assignments for the weeks of September 7 to December 21, 1998. Use a separate sheet of paper to write down answers to as many of the questions as you can in the time allotted.
[Note: During the written review, only the Bible may be used to answer any question. References that follow the questions are for your personal research. Page and paragraph numbers may not appear on all references to The Watchtower.]
Answer each of the following statements True or False:
 1. At 2 Timothy 1:6, “the gift” refers to the ability to speak in different languages that had been given to Timothy through the operation of God’s holy spirit. [Weekly Bible reading; see w85 5/1 p. 16 par. 15.] False. Apparently, through the operation of the holy spirit, Timothy had been designated for and subsequently appointed to some special service in the Christian congregation.
 2. A mature Christian ‘trains his perceptive powers to distinguish both right and wrong’ by making a habit of using whatever knowledge of God’s Word he has. (Heb. 5:14) [Weekly Bible reading; see w85 6/15 p. 9 par. 7.] True.
 3. Although Jehovah’s Witnesses may be registered with governments as a religious association, the authorization to carry on true worship obviously does not originate with any man or any human government. [jv p. 696 par. 1] True.
 4. James the Bible writer is the same person as James the spokesman for “the apostles and the older men” at the time of the decision on circumcision. (Acts 15:6, 13; Jas. 1:1) [si p. 248 pars. 2-3] True.
 5. Although 1 Peter 5:13 states that Peter was in Babylon when he wrote his first letter, evidence indicates that the name Babylon is a cryptic reference to Rome. [si p. 251 par. 4] False. Nowhere in the Bible is Babylon referred to as Rome, and other places named in the opening verse of chapter 1 of 1 Peter are literal.
 6. The expression “antichrist is coming” at 1 John 2:18 refers to one individual. [Weekly Bible reading; see rs p. 32 par. 3.] False. The same verse mentions “many antichrists,” some of whom even lived in the apostle John’s time.
 7. The breach that developed as a result of Paul’s feelings toward Mark, mentioned at Acts 15:36-41, was never healed. [it-2 p. 320 par. 4] False. In later references to Mark, Paul spoke favorably of him. (Col. 4:10; 2 Tim. 4:11)
 8. The book of Revelation is placed last in the Bible because it was the last book written by the apostle John. [si p. 263 par. 1] False. Revelation was written before John’s other inspired writings, but it is placed last in the Bible because it takes its readers far into the future, to the glorious climax of God’s purpose.
 9. Revelation 13:11-15 accurately portrays how the Anglo-American World Power became chief sponsor and life-giver both to the League of Nations and to its successor, the United Nations. [Weekly Bible reading; see w88 12/15 p. 19 par. 3.] True.
10. The command to love one another, stated at John 13:34, was “a new commandment” because it was more recent than the Mosaic Law. [jv p. 711 par. 3] False. It was “a new commandment” in the extent to which the love was to be carried out; it called for a self-sacrificing love.
Answer the following questions:
11. What does it mean that an overseer must not be a “smiter”? (Titus 1:7) [Weekly Bible reading; see w90 9/1 p. 27 par. 21.] He should not strike people physically or browbeat them with abusive or cutting remarks. (Substance sufficient)
12. How do we know that both Lois and Eunice taught Timothy from the Scriptures? [it-2 p. 262 par. 9] A comparison of 2 Timothy 1:5 with 2 Timothy 3:15 suggests this.
13. What did Jesus mean when he said, “Sacrifice and offering you did not want”? (Heb. 10:5) [Weekly Bible reading; see w96 7/1 p. 14 par. 3.] Jesus showed his awareness that God “did not want” animal sacrifices to continue being offered at Jerusalem’s temple; instead, God had prepared a perfect human body for Jesus to offer as a sacrifice. (Substance sufficient)
14. How can Christians ‘conquer the world’? (1 John 5:3, 4) [si p. 258 par. 12] By having strong faith and “the love of God,” which means observing his commandments.
15. What does Peter’s expression ‘keeping close in mind the day of Jehovah’ involve? (2 Pet. 3:12) [Weekly Bible reading; see w97 9/1 p. 19 par. 2.] It means not putting that day off in our minds; it should be so real to us that we see it clearly, as being immediately ahead of us.
16. What is included in cleanness of spirit, and how does this help to protect one’s family? (2 Cor. 7:1) [fy p. 46 par. 14] Cleanness of spirit includes moral cleanness, which is pleasing to God and helps protect the family from sexually transmitted diseases.
17. In harmony with Revelation 1:7, how will those who pierced Jesus see him “coming with the clouds”? [Weekly Bible reading; see w93 5/1 p. 22 par. 7.] In the destruction at Armageddon, opposers on earth will discern that Jesus has come with power and great glory as Jehovah’s Executioner.
18. How do watchful Christians ‘pay attention to themselves and keep awake’? (Luke 21:34, 36) [jv p. 714 par. 4] They do this by being careful to live each day as a Christian should, staying wide awake to their responsibilities and avoiding unchristian conduct.
19. How do those who make up the one true Christian organization today arrive at the correct understanding of God’s Word? [jv p. 708 par. 3] If in their study of the Scriptures a certain passage is difficult to understand, they search for other inspired passages that shed light on the subject; they thus let the Bible interpret itself, relying on God’s holy spirit to guide them to an understanding.
20. What Scriptural requirements have to be met by the one true Christian organization in the last days? [jv p. 706 par. 3] It holds to the Bible as its foremost authority; it is no part of the world; it bears witness to the divine name, Jehovah; it does the work that Jesus commanded—the preaching of the good news of God’s Kingdom; its members are known by their self-sacrificing love. (Substance sufficient)
Provide the word(s) or phrase needed to complete each of the following statements:
21. A husband and a wife must be committed to each other, keeping in mind that the inner person is more important than external appearance. [fy p. 26 review box]
22. Paul’s letter to the Hebrews shows that the various features of the Mosaic Law formed a pattern made by God pointing forward to greater things to come, all culminating in Christ Jesus and his sacrifice, the fulfillment of the Law. [si p. 247 par. 23]
23. At 2 Peter 1:5-8, the apostle Peter recommends earnest effort to build up godly qualities that will prevent us from being either inactive or unfruitful. [si p. 255 par. 9]
24. When husbands and wives communicate with each other, the tone of voice and the choice of words are very important. [fy p. 36 par. 21]
25. Mary the mother of Jesus was of the tribe of Judah and a descendant of David; through her, Jesus held the natural hereditary right to “the throne of David his father.” (Luke 1:32) [it-2 p. 346 par. 4]
Select the correct answer in each of the following statements:
26. During Paul’s first imprisonment in Rome, (Onesiphorus; Onesimus; Onan), a runaway slave from the household of (Philip; Festus; Philemon), was among those who listened to his preaching. [si p. 241 par. 2]
27. (Love; Respect; Hospitality) is defined as “giving consideration to others, honoring them.” [fy p. 30 par. 7]
28. At Luke 14:28, Jesus is speaking about (planning ahead; not wasting money; avoiding the borrowing of funds). [fy p. 40 par. 4]
29. The “lordship” mentioned at Jude 8 refers to (Jesus’ position; Jehovah’s sovereignty; God-given authority in the Christian congregation). [si p. 263 par. 9]
30. At Revelation 11:11, “the three and a half days,” when the anointed remnant appeared as dead corpses in the eyes of their enemies, refers to (three and a half years; a short period of time; three and a half months). [Weekly Bible reading; see re p. 167 par. 21.]
Match the following scriptures to the statements listed below:
Prov. 8:30; Matt. 19:13-15; Heb. 2:1; Jas. 4:15; 1 Pet. 3:4
31. In order to counteract the influence of the constant propaganda that we are exposed to from this world, we should “pay more than the usual attention” to God’s Word through good study habits and a good Bible-reading schedule. [Heb. 2:1] [Weekly Bible reading; see w98 1/1 p. 7 par. 9.]
32. Whenever we make plans for the future, we should prayerfully consider how they fit in with God’s purpose. [Jas. 4:15] [Weekly Bible reading; see w97 11/15 p. 21 pars. 10-11.]
33. “The quiet and mild spirit” of a Christian wife and mother not only pleases her husband but more important pleases God. [1 Pet. 3:4] [Weekly Bible reading; see w89 5/15 p. 19 par. 12.]
34. Following Jehovah’s example, a good father should endeavor to cultivate a warm, loving relationship with his child right from the beginning of the child’s life. [Prov. 8:30] [fy p. 54 par. 7]
35. Since Jesus was not partial in blessing young children, one should not view male children as superior to female children. [Matt. 19:13-15] [fy p. 52 par. 4]




Theocratic Ministry School Review (km 4/99 p.5)
Closed-book review on material covered in Theocratic Ministry School assignments for the weeks of January 4 to April 19, 1999. Use a separate sheet of paper to write down answers to as many of the questions as you can in the time allotted.
[Note: During the written review, only the Bible may be used to answer any question. References that follow the questions are for your personal research. Page and paragraph numbers may not appear on all references to The Watchtower.]
Answer each of the following statements True or False:
 1. Jehovah did not always dictate word for word what is recorded in the Bible. (2 Tim. 3:16) [w97 6/15 p. 5 par. 3] True.
 2. Family harmony and the spiritual development of children depend entirely on the parents. (Prov. 22:6) [fy p. 85 par. 19] False. Parents and children must cooperate in applying Scriptural principles. Other Bible verses emphasize the child’s responsibility to listen to and obey the parents. (Prov. 1:8)
 3. Because sin was “crouching at the entrance,” there was no way for Cain to avoid committing serious wrongdoing. (Gen. 4:7) [Weekly Bible reading; see w94 6/15 p. 14 par. 11.] False. As Jehovah explained, sin was waiting to pounce on and devour Cain if he would allow it; instead of combating and ‘getting the mastery’ over his fleshly desire, Cain allowed it to dominate him.
 4. As a teenager gets older, he should automatically be allowed more latitude in his choice of recreation. [fy p. 73 par. 20] False. More latitude should come as a teenager shows by his choices in recreation that he is progressing toward spiritual maturity.
 5. The desire to please our Creator provides the best motivation to tell the truth at all times. (Prov. 6:17) [g97 2/22 p. 19 par. 4] True.
 6. In order to make ‘the sayings of our mouth and the meditation of our heart pleasurable to Jehovah’ in prayer, we should strive to be as eloquent as possible. (Ps. 19:14) [w97 7/1 p. 29 pars. 4-5] False. Jehovah is not impressed with eloquent speech; he is pleased by our respectful, heartfelt expressions, no matter how simply stated.
 7. The commands, statutes, and laws of Jehovah mentioned at Genesis 26:5 refer to those of the Law covenant. [Weekly Bible reading; see w92 7/1 p. 10 par. 8.] False. The Law covenant had not yet come into existence; they refer to Jehovah’s basic laws in connection with patriarchal society.
 8. When Jesus said “your faith has made you well,” as recorded at Luke 8:48, he meant that the sick woman needed to declare her faith in him as the Messiah before being cured. [w97 7/1 p. 4 pars. 2-4] False. The woman cited in this text said nothing to Jesus before being healed; her faith in him as the Messiah was evidenced in that she came to him to be healed.
 9. Genesis 11:1 is one of several Bible texts that use the term “earth” to refer to mankind in general, or human society. [g97 1/8 p. 27 par. 3] True.
10. Even if there was no measure of consent by Dinah, she still bore some responsibility for losing her virginity. (Gen. 34:1, 2) [Weekly Bible reading; see w85 6/15 p. 31 par. 4.] True. By choosing to mingle among immoral people who once threatened her ancestors Sarah and Rebekah, she put herself in a compromising situation.
Answer the following questions:
11. What did Satan suggest by the reasoning presented at Genesis 3:1-5? [Weekly Bible reading; see w95 7/15 p. 5 par. 1.] He suggested that God was ruling in a bad way by withholding something good from Adam and Eve; if they ate the forbidden fruit, they would be liberated. (Substance sufficient)
12. At Revelation 19:15, what is represented by the “sharp long sword” that protrudes out of Jesus’ mouth? [Weekly Bible reading; see w90 5/15 p. 4 par. 4.] It represents Christ’s authority to order the execution of all who refuse to support God’s Kingdom. (Rev. 1:16; 2:16)
13. What is emphasized by the fact that Moses provides specific dates in connection with the Flood of Noah’s day? [g97 2/8 p. 26 par. 4] Moses viewed the Flood as a real event; the providing of specific dates contrasts the Bible’s ring of truth with the opening words of many fables, “Once upon a time . . .” (Substance sufficient)
14. How did Abraham “call on the name of Jehovah”? (Gen. 12:8) [Weekly Bible reading; see w89 7/1 p. 20 par. 9.] Abraham boldly declared the name of his God, Jehovah, to his household and the Canaanites. (Gen. 14:22-24)
15. In the context, what did Jehovah mean when he told Paul: “My undeserved kindness is sufficient for you”? (2 Cor. 12:9) [w97 6/1 p. 25 par. 3] He may well have been saying that the privilege of discipleship was “sufficient” and would not be accompanied by a miraculous removal of life’s personal problems.
16. What evidently motivated Lot’s wife to look back, causing her to become a pillar of salt? (Gen. 19:26) [Weekly Bible reading; see w90 4/15 p. 18 par. 10.] It was her attachment to her home and the material things she had there. (Luke 17:31, 32)
17. How do Christians view the purchasing of stolen goods? (Ex. 22:1; Jer. 17:11) [Weekly Bible reading; see w92 6/15 p. 30 par. 3; p. 31 pars. 1, 6-7.] They avoid knowingly having any part in buying stolen merchandise.
18. According to Genesis 33:18, how did Jacob show that he was not interested in associating with Canaanites? [Weekly Bible reading; see w95 9/15 p. 21 par. 4.] He pitched his camp outside the city of Shechem and established his own water supply. (John 4:6, 12)
19. How did Joseph’s actions described at Genesis 37:13 parallel those of Jesus? [Weekly Bible reading; see w87 5/1 p. 12 par. 12.] Joseph did what his father asked in checking on the welfare of his brothers, despite their animosity; likewise, Jesus accepted Jehovah’s assignment for him here on earth, even though it would mean great suffering.
20. What is the difference between God and men when it comes to expressing anger? [g97 6/8 p. 19 pars. 2-3] Jehovah can check his anger, which is always righteous, justified, and controlled; men have difficulty controlling their anger, generally fail to give due regard to the consequences, and often pay a price for losing control of their temper.
Provide the word(s) or phrase needed to complete each of the following statements:
21. Imputing wrong motives to others without just cause is tantamount to judging them. [w97 5/15 p. 26 par. 5]
22. The authenticity of the book of Genesis is shown by its internal harmony, as well as by its complete agreement with the remainder of the inspired Scriptures. [si p. 14 par. 8]
23. The examples of Rehoboam and Eli can help parents appreciate the consequences of being too restrictive or too permissive in child rearing. [fy pp. 80-1 pars. 9-13]
24. Taking in accurate knowledge is an important step in developing a godly conscience. [w97 8/1 p. 4 par. 5]
25. To report wrongdoing is an act of Christian principled love shown toward God, toward the congregation, and toward the wrongdoer. [w97 8/15 p. 30 par. 2]
Select the correct answer in each of the following statements:
26. (Strict; Mild; Proper) discipline is a proof of a parent’s love for his child. (Heb. 12:6, 11) [fy p. 72 par. 18]
27. Genesis 7:6, 11 points to the year (2970; 2370; 2020) B.C.E., “when the deluge of waters occurred on the earth.” [Weekly Bible reading; see si p. 294 chart.]
28. At John 8:32, the freedom Jesus had in mind was freedom from (Roman rule; superstition; sin and death). [w97 2/1 p. 5 par. 1]
29. In the final fulfillment of Genesis 22:18, the seed refers to (Isaac; the Israelites; Jesus and the 144,000). [Weekly Bible reading; see w98 2/1 p. 14 par. 8.]
30. It was (obedience to the Mosaic Law; the reality of God and a wholesome fear of displeasing him; fear of punishment) that helped Joseph to resist immoral temptations successfully. (Gen. 39:9) [Weekly Bible reading; see w81 2/15 p. 7 par. 2.]
Match the following scriptures to the statements listed below:
Prov. 5:3, 4; 15:22; 20:11; Eph. 5:19; 2 Tim. 3:16
31. It is vital for parents to make sure that their children wholeheartedly believe in the importance of living a moral and clean life. [Prov. 20:11] [fy p. 67 par. 8]
32. Confidential talk between parents and their teenage children is vital to keep the lines of communication open. [Prov. 15:22] [fy p. 65 par. 4]
33. The key to improved singing at congregational meetings is having the right heart attitude. [Eph. 5:19] [w97 2/1 p. 27 par. 3]
34. Having an understanding of the teachings of God’s Word, the Bible, is a requirement for everlasting life. [2 Tim. 3:16] [w97 8/15 p. 6 par. 5]
35. To avoid the temptation of immorality, we must recognize that it is wrong and that it has disastrous and bitter consequences. [Prov. 5:3, 4] [fy p. 93 par. 9]




Theocratic Ministry School Review (km 8/99 p.5)
Closed-book review on material covered in Theocratic Ministry School assignments for the weeks of May 3 to August 23, 1999. Use a separate sheet of paper to write down answers to as many of the questions as you can in the time allotted.
[Note: During the written review, only the Bible may be used to answer any question. References that follow the questions are for your personal research. Page and paragraph numbers may not appear on all references to The Watchtower.]
Answer each of the following statements True or False:
 1. Parents need not compromise Bible principles to deal reasonably with their children. [fy p. 108 par. 14] True. (Prov. 13:24)
 2. The theme for the entire Bible is the vindication of Jehovah through the Kingdom ruled by the promised “seed.” (Gen. 3:15) [si p. 17 par. 30] True.
 3. There is very little archaeological and other external evidence testifying to the accuracy of the events recorded in Exodus. [si p. 20 par. 4] False. There is a surprising amount of archaeological and other external evidence testifying to the accuracy of the record.
 4. Those who live in extreme poverty are not in a position to contribute financially to promote Kingdom interests. [w97 9/15 p. 5 par. 7] False. The account at Luke 21:1-4 demonstrates that all can give according to their circumstances to advance Kingdom interests.
 5. Paying a due compensation to parents and grandparents is part of our worship to Jehovah. (1 Tim. 5:4) [w97 9/1 p. 4 pars. 1-2] True.
 6. The Sabbath observance was originally a sign between Jehovah and all nations. [Weekly Bible reading; see rs p. 345 par. 3.] False. As Exodus 31:16, 17 shows, it was a sign between Jehovah and the nation of Israel.
 7. When a child gets old enough to begin making his own decisions, he bears an increased measure of responsibility for his actions, especially with regard to divine law. (Rom. 14:12) [fy p. 135 par. 17] True.
 8. Moses wrote the book of Leviticus in the year 1513 B.C.E. [si p. 25 pars. 3-4] False. The year for the writing of Leviticus, as indicated by Exodus 40:17 and Numbers 1:1, is 1512 B.C.E.
 9. Jesus’ words recorded at Luke 21:20, 21 were fulfilled in 66 C.E. when the Roman armies under the command of General Titus retreated from Jerusalem. [w97 4/1 p. 5 pars. 3-4] False. It was General Gallus who was commanding the Roman armies on that occasion.
10. The teaching of Epicurus was dangerous for Christians because it was based on his faithless outlook, which is described at 1 Corinthians 15:32. [w97 11/1 p. 24 par. 5] True.
Answer the following questions:
11. What lesson do we learn from the prohibition against eating fat that is stated at Leviticus 3:17? [Weekly Bible reading; see w84 2/15 p. 29 par. 2.] Fat was regarded as the best, the richest part. The prohibition impressed upon the Israelites that their best belonged to Jehovah. Christians today should continually give their best to him. (Col. 3:23, 24) (Substance sufficient)
12. Why has Jehovah permitted Satan the Devil to exist? (Ex. 9:15, 16) [Weekly Bible reading; see w92 3/15 p. 10 par. 14.] Because of the issue Satan raised regarding the rightfulness of Jehovah’s universal sovereignty, Jehovah has allowed Satan to remain in existence to demonstrate His power and to have His name declared in all the earth. (Substance sufficient)
13. When a family member faces serious illness, what initial steps should be taken by the family in order to set priorities? (Prov. 15:22) [fy p. 122 par. 14] Family members should come together and discuss the situation while prayerfully turning to God’s Word for guidance. (Ps. 25:4)
14. In what sense was the nation of Israel “a kingdom of priests”? (Ex. 19:6) [Weekly Bible reading; see w95 7/1 p. 16 par. 8.] When the Mosaic Law was inaugurated, Levite males were taken in exchange for the firstborn of every non-Levite family. Thus, every family in Israel was, as it were, represented in temple service; also, the Israelites represented Jehovah before the nations.
15. What is the difference between an eye that is “simple” and one that is “wicked”? (Matt. 6:22, 23) [w97 10/1 p. 26 par. 5] A “simple” eye is one that is in focus spiritually, fixed on God’s Kingdom; a “wicked” eye is one that is shortsighted, able to focus only on immediate fleshly desires, not on spiritual objectives.
16. How could David be spoken of as walking “with integrity of heart and with uprightness” when he made mistakes? (1 Ki. 9:4) [w97 5/1 p. 5 par. 2] Jehovah recognized David’s basic trustworthiness because David was humble, he wanted to do what was right, he consistently asked for and accepted reproof and correction, and he never swerved from true worship.
17. What modern-day privileges are foreshadowed by the Israelites’ doing “just so” in connection with the tabernacle? (Ex. 39:32) [Weekly Bible reading; see w95 12/15 p. 12 par. 9.] In modern times, God’s servants have the opportunity to give wholehearted support to the preaching work and to programs for Kingdom expansion.
18. What is indicated by the fact that Jehovah revealed himself as “I shall prove to be what I shall prove to be”? (Ex. 3:14) [Weekly Bible reading; see w95 3/1 p. 10 par. 6.] This expression indicates that Jehovah becomes whatever is needed in order to accomplish his purposes.
19. What lesson is taught by the incident involving Nadab and Abihu recorded at Leviticus 10:1, 2? [Weekly Bible reading; see w84 2/15 p. 29 par. 3.] Responsible servants of Jehovah today must comply with divine requirements and must not take undue liberties or abuse their office. (Lev. 10:8-11) (Substance sufficient)
20. Under the Mosaic Law, why did childbirth make a woman “unclean”? (Lev. 12:2, 5) [Weekly Bible reading; see w84 2/15 p. 29 par. 5.] Since the reproductive organs were made to pass on perfect life, the temporary period of ‘uncleanness’ associated with childbirth drew attention to hereditary sinfulness and the need for a ransom sacrifice.
Provide the word(s) or phrase needed to complete each of the following statements:
21. Although there is no miracle cure for loneliness, a single parent can endure it with strength from Jehovah, which is acquired through persistent supplications. (1 Tim. 5:5) [fy p. 112 par. 21]
22. A tragedy in one’s life may be the result of time and unforeseen occurrence or because of our own inherited sinfulness. [w97 5/15 p. 22 par. 7]
23. The book of Exodus reveals Jehovah as the great Deliverer and Organizer and the Fulfiller of his magnificent purposes. [si p. 24 par. 26]
24. It is primarily what we are in private, not in public, that reveals what we truly are within. [w97 10/15 p. 29 par. 4]
25. If harvest festivals have pagan or false religious overtones, genuine Christians may avoid displeasing Jehovah by declining to have any involvement in such contaminated worship. [w97 9/15 p. 9 par. 6]
Select the correct answer in each of the following statements:
26. The “four hundred years” of affliction on Abraham’s seed commenced when Ishmael mocked Isaac in (1943; 1919; 1913) B.C.E. and ended with the deliverance from Egypt in (1543; 1519; 1513) B.C.E. (Gen. 15:13) [si p. 17 par. 31]
27. Whether a family successfully copes with serious illness or not depends to a large extent on the (financial security; attitude; insurance policies) of its members. (Prov. 17:22) [fy p. 120 par. 10]
28. The one who says in his heart “there is no Jehovah” is called “senseless” because that one is (morally deficient; uneducated; lacking in ability to reason). (Ps. 14:1) [w97 10/1 p. 6 par. 8]
29. When Adam and Eve rebelled, the most important thing they lost was their (perfection; relationship with God; garden home), which was the key to their happiness. [w97 10/15 p. 6 par. 2]
30. The book of (Genesis; Exodus; Leviticus) mentions the requirement of holiness more often than any other Bible book. [si p. 26 par. 9]
Match the following scriptures to the statements listed below:
Ex. 5:2; Ex. 21:29; Prov. 1:8; Gal. 5:20; Jas. 1:14, 15
31. Anyone claiming to be a Christian who repeatedly and unrepentantly gives in to violent fits of anger, including physical abuse of family members, can be disfellowshipped. [Gal. 5:20] [fy p. 150 par. 23]
32. The way we act begins with how we think. [Jas. 1:14, 15] [fy p. 148 par. 18]
33. Jehovah God humiliates all those who defiantly refuse to recognize his Godship. [Ex. 5:2] [Weekly Bible reading; see w92 12/15 p. 13 par. 18.]
34. Although the Bible assigns the father the primary responsibility for instructing the children, the mother also has an important role to play. [Prov. 1:8] [fy p. 133 par. 12]
35. The Law did not allow negligence as a claim for mercy when someone was killed. [Ex. 21:29] [Weekly Bible reading; see w95 11/15 p. 11 par. 5.]




Theocratic Ministry School Review (km 12/99 p.5)
Closed-book review on material covered in Theocratic Ministry School assignments for the weeks of September 6 to December 20, 1999. Use a separate sheet of paper to write down answers to as many of the questions as you can in the time allotted.
[Note: During the written review, only the Bible may be used to answer any question. References that follow the questions are for your personal research. Page and paragraph numbers may not appear on all references to The Watchtower.]
Answer each of the following statements True or False:
 1. Jehovah has permitted independent human rule in order to prove that His way of ruling is always right and just. (Deut. 32:4; Job 34:10-12; Jer. 10:23) [w97 2/15 p. 5 par. 3] True.
 2. The Bible indicates that God condemns all complaining. [w97 12/1 p. 30 pars. 3-4] False. Many injustices and problems in the flawed world in which we live rightly call for correction.
 3. Parents keep relationships with their married children in proper perspective by recognizing the godly principles of headship and good order. (Gen. 2:24; 1 Cor. 11:3; 14:33, 40) [fy p. 164 par. 6] True.
 4. Mark 6:31-34 shows that Jesus was moved with pity for the crowd only because of their sickness and poverty. [w97 12/15 p. 29 par. 1] False. Jesus was moved by their spiritual condition. Their religious leaders had been taking advantage of them.
 5. If a Christian of the other sheep class is not able to attend the Memorial of Jesus’ death, he should celebrate it a month later in harmony with the principle stated at Numbers 9:10, 11. (John 10:16) [Weekly Bible reading; see w93 2/1 p. 31 par. 9.] False. Since the “other sheep” do not partake of the emblems, there is no need for any additional arrangement.
 6. While Christian grandparents do not take over the responsibility of the father and mother to inculcate Bible truths in their children, grandparents can play a complementary role in contributing to the spiritual development of a child. (Deut. 6:7; 2 Tim. 1:5; 3:14, 15) [fy p. 168 par. 15] True.
 7. Proverbs 6:30 shows that stealing may be excused or justified under certain circumstances. [g97 11/8 p. 19 par. 2] False. Verse 31 shows that God still holds the thief punishable for his error.
 8. In 1530, William Tyndale was the first to use God’s name, Jehovah, in an English translation of the Hebrew Scriptures. [w97 9/15 p. 28 par. 3] True.
 9. Today, the antitypical city of refuge is God’s provision for protecting us from death for violating his commandment about the sanctity of blood. (Num. 35:11) [Weekly Bible reading; see w95 11/15 p. 17 par. 8.] True.
10. The name Deuteronomy, meaning “Second Law,” is appropriate because this Bible book is a mere repetition of the Law. [Weekly Bible reading; see si p. 36 par. 4.] False. According to Deuteronomy 1:5, it is an explanation of the Law, and it contains many valuable principles for our benefit today.
Answer the following questions:
11. What is pictured by the two leavened loaves offered by the high priest during the Festival of Pentecost? (Lev. 23:15-17) [Weekly Bible reading; see w98 3/1 p. 13 par. 21.] The leavened loaves picture the 144,000 imperfect humans whom Jesus ‘bought for God’ to serve as “a kingdom and priests”; the fact that these rulers come from two branches of sinful mankind, Jews and Gentiles, may also be typified by the two loaves. (Rev. 5:9, 10; 14:1, 3) (Substance sufficient)
12. When did the Christian Jubilee begin, and what kind of liberty did it bring at that time? (Lev. 25:10) [Weekly Bible reading; see w95 5/15 p. 24 par. 14.] It began at Pentecost of 33 C.E., when those receiving the poured-out holy spirit were set free from bondage to the Mosaic Law covenant.
13. According to the record in the book of Numbers, survival depends on what three things? [si p. 30 par. 1] (1) Sanctifying Jehovah’s name, (2) obeying him under all circumstances, and (3) showing respect for his representatives.
14. In what way was Moses a fine example in demonstrating that he did not have a jealous spirit? (Num. 11:29) [Weekly Bible reading; see w95 9/15 p. 18 par. 11.] He was happy when others received privileges of service. He did not want glory for himself.
15. How does the case of Korah, Dathan, and Abiram illustrate that seeing does not always lead to believing? [w97 3/15 p. 4 par. 2] They saw the ten plagues upon Egypt, the miraculous escape of the Israelites through the Red Sea, the end of Pharaoh and his army, and a supernatural display at Mount Sinai. Yet, not long after all that, they rebelled against Jehovah and his appointed servants. (Ex. 7:19–11:10; 12:29-32; Num. 16:1-35; Deut. 4:11, 12; Ps. 136:15) (Substance sufficient)
16. What two aspects of honoring elderly parents are highlighted at Matthew 15:3-6 and 1 Timothy 5:4? [fy pp. 173-5 pars. 2-5] Due compensation and respect should be given to parents and grandparents, even if they are sick and failing.
17. What important lesson is highlighted at Numbers 26:64, 65? [Weekly Bible reading; see g95 8/8 pp. 10-11 pars. 5-8.] We cannot sin with impunity.
18. How does Phinehas’ example help us to appreciate what dedication to Jehovah means? (Num. 25:11) [Weekly Bible reading; see w95 3/1 p. 16 pars. 12-13.] Just as Phinehas tolerated no rivalry at all toward Jehovah, we must not allow anything to take the place that dedication to Jehovah should occupy in our hearts.
19. How might one in the antitypical city of refuge ‘go out of the boundary’ of the city? (Num. 35:26) [Weekly Bible reading; see w95 11/15 p. 20 par. 20.] By allowing a love for Satan’s world to develop in one’s heart.
20. In what way was the Codex Sinaiticus a boon to Bible translation? [w97 10/15 p. 11 par. 2] Because it was among the oldest original-language manuscripts, it not only revealed that the Greek Scriptures had remained essentially unchanged but also helped scholars to uncover errors that had crept into later manuscripts.
Provide the word(s) or phrase needed to complete each of the following statements:
21. Jehovah has permitted evil to exist to establish once and for all the fundamental truth that he alone is Sovereign and that obedience to his laws is essential for the continued peace and happiness of all his creations. (Ps. 1:1-3; Prov. 3:5, 6; Eccl. 8:9) [w97 2/15 p. 5 par. 4]
22. The book of Leviticus is outstanding in highlighting the sanctity of blood, showing that the only use permitted for it is as an atonement for sin. [si p. 29 par. 33]
23. In harmony with Psalm 144:15b, true happiness is a condition of the heart, based on genuine faith and a good relationship with Jehovah. [w97 3/15 p. 23 par. 7]
24. The Bible that resulted from the translation of the Hebrew Bible into common Greek, completed about 150 B.C.E., came to be known as the Septuagint; Jerome’s translation of the Bible into Latin came to be known as the Vulgate, or Common Version, being completed about 400 C.E. [w97 8/15 p. 9 par. 1; p. 10 par. 4]
25. By drawing on the accounts about Balaam and Korah as recorded in the book of Numbers, Jude warned Christians to be on guard against the pitfalls of greed and rebellious talk. [si p. 35 par. 35]
Select the correct answer in each of the following statements:
26. Once a year, on the (Festival of Booths; Day of Atonement; Passover), the whole nation of Israel, including alien residents who worshiped Jehovah, had to (cease from all work; pay tithes; present firstfruit offerings) and fast. (Lev. 16:29-31) [Weekly Bible reading; see w96 7/1 p. 10 par. 12.]
27. One of the goals of the New World Bible Translation Committee was to produce a translation that was (as literal as possible; a paraphrase of the original languages; in harmony with a particular doctrinal understanding) in order to give the reader closer access to the flavor of the original languages and associated thought processes. [w97 10/15 p. 11 par. 5]
28. According to Hebrews 13:19, persistent prayers of fellow believers can make a difference as to (what God permits; when God acts; how God will maneuver things). [w97 4/15 p. 6 par. 1]
29. The “blue string above the fringed edge of the skirt” of the Israelites was required as a (sacred decoration; sign of modesty; visual reminder to be separate from the world as Jehovah’s people). (Num. 15:38, 39) [Weekly Bible reading; see w83 10/15 p. 20 par. 16.]
30. The time period covered by the book of Deuteronomy is (two months; one year; two years), and its writing was completed early in (1513; 1473; 1467) B.C.E. [si p. 36 par. 6]
Match the following scriptures to the statements listed below:
Num. 16:41, 49; Matt. 19:9; Luke 2:36-38; Col. 2:8; 3:14
31. Asceticism does not lead to special holiness or real enlightenment. [Col. 2:8] [g97 10/8 p. 21 par. 3]
32. Fornication is the only Scriptural ground for divorce with the possibility of remarriage. [Matt. 19:9] [fy pp. 158-9 par. 15]
33. Being very active in theocratic activities, even in later years, can help one cope with the loss of a marriage partner. [Luke 2:36-38] [fy pp. 170-1 par. 21]
34. Finding fault with Jehovah’s way of administering justice through his appointed servants can have disastrous consequences. [Num. 16:41, 49] [Weekly Bible reading; see w96 6/15 p. 21 par. 13.]
35. Unselfish love binds a married couple together and makes them want to do what is best for each other and for their children. [Col. 3:14] [fy p. 187 par. 11]




Theocratic Ministry School Review (km 4/00 p.5)
Closed-book review on material covered in Theocratic Ministry School assignments for the weeks of January 3 to April 17, 2000. Use a separate sheet of paper to write down answers to as many of the questions as you can in the time allotted.
[Note: During the written review, only the Bible may be used to answer any question. References that follow the questions are for your personal research. Page and paragraph numbers may not appear on all references to The Watchtower.]
Answer each of the following statements True or False:
 1. Sometimes we must wait to receive Jehovah’s blessings, since Jehovah knows our situation and provides for each need when it will do us the most good. (Ps. 145:16; Jas. 1:17) [w98 1/1 p. 23 par. 6] True.
 2. The presence of the ark of the covenant alone did not guarantee success for the Israelites. Jehovah’s blessings depended on the spiritual standing and faithful obedience of those possessing the ark. (Josh., chap. 7) [Weekly Bible reading; see it-1 p. 167 par. 2.] True.
 3. Today we are nourished spiritually by simply reading Jehovah’s utterances. (Deut. 8:3) [Weekly Bible reading; see w85 6/15 p. 17 pars. 15, 17.] False. The context of Deuteronomy 8:3 shows that we must be doing God’s will so as to experience the wonderful way in which Jehovah deals with us and acts in our behalf. (Compare Psalm 34:8; John 4:34.)
 4. The principle highlighted in the Mosaic Law at Deuteronomy 23:20 shows that it is unloving for a Christian to charge interest when lending money. [Weekly Bible reading; see it-1 p. 1212 pars. 5-6; it-2 p. 259 par. 12; w86 10/15 p. 12 par. 9.] False. It is not wrong to ask for interest when lending money for business purposes.
 5. The optimistic report of Joshua and Caleb was based on their firm belief in the strength and determination of the Israelites to overcome any obstacles that blocked their taking of the Promised Land. (Num. 13:30) [w98 2/1 p. 5 par. 4] False. Their attitude and report reflected full confidence in Jehovah’s ability to fulfill his word to give them the Promised Land.
 6. In referring to “the gift” in 1 Timothy, Paul was reminding Timothy of his anointing with holy spirit and the heavenly reward that awaited him. (1 Tim. 4:14) [w98 2/15 p. 25 par. 1] False. Verses 13 and 16 of the same chapter show that Paul was reminding Timothy of his service privilege and the need to care for it in a responsible way.
 7. The book of Joshua does not provide any vital link in the record leading down to the production of the Kingdom Seed. [si p. 46 par. 24] False. As shown by Matthew 1:5, Rahab, described in the book of Joshua, became an ancestress of Jesus Christ.
 8. The book of Judges is a record of men selected and appointed by Israel to rule the nation before the time period of the kings. [si p. 46 par. 2] False. These were men raised up by Jehovah to deliver his people from foreign bondage.
 9. Gideon’s request, as described at Judges 6:37-39, shows that he was being overly cautious and suspicious. [Weekly Bible reading; see w88 4/1 p. 30 par. 6.] False. Gideon wanted to make certain of the rightness of his position. Since he did not have God’s written Word as we do, that was a most effective way to make sure.
10. By instructing his disciples ‘not to embrace anybody in greeting along the road,’ Jesus was emphasizing the urgency of the preaching work and the need to give full attention to this all-important assignment. (Luke 10:4) [w98 3/1 p. 30 par. 5] True.
Answer the following questions:
11. Why is it important that Jehovah’s words prove to be on the hearts of parents? (Deut. 6:5, 6) [Weekly Bible reading; see w98 6/1 p. 20 par. 4.] Only then will they be able effectively to inculcate the words of Jehovah’s instruction in their children. (Deut. 6:7; 11:19)
12. How can a family head apply the principle noted at Deuteronomy 11:18, 19? [Weekly Bible reading; see fy p. 70 par. 14.] By being always alert for opportunities to build up the spiritual outlook of his family, realizing that the family study is not the only occasion to communicate matters that are spiritually important.
13. What Scriptural indication is there that the runaway slave Onesimus had evidently been with the apostle Paul for a while before Paul wrote to Philemon? [w98 1/15 p. 30 par. 2] Onesimus had to be with Paul long enough for Paul to say of him “my faithful and beloved brother.” (Col. 4:9)
14. When we see injustices or experience them ourselves, what can we do to avoid developing a despondent or pessimistic attitude? [w98 2/1 p. 6 pars. 2-3] We can remember that the wicked will be punished in God’s due time; also, we can continue to do what is good and wait on Jehovah, who “will not leave his loyal ones.” (Ps. 37:28, 29)
15. How did Joshua and Gideon show high regard for God’s law? (Deut. 20:8, 15-18) [si p. 41 par. 32] Joshua is an example of obedience in carrying out the conquest of the Promised Land (Josh. 8:24-27); Gideon’s elimination of fearful men from his army was in obedience to the Law. (Judg. 7:1-11)
16. How do the events described at Joshua 10:10-14 parallel what can be expected at Armageddon? [Weekly Bible reading; see w86 12/15 p. 23 par. 12–p. 24 par. 14.] Jehovah will defeat the nations massed together as one against the Kingdom and its supporters by throwing them into confusion in the face of his executional forces; he will also make miraculous use of the forces of nature as a weapon.
17. Name three benefits of sincere praise for worthy conduct. (Compare Proverbs 15:23.) [w98 2/1 p. 31 pars. 5-6] It makes for warm and wholesome appreciation one for another. It encourages striving for praiseworthy goals. It makes us want to work harder. It may help mold our character as we aim to live up to the standards expected of us.
18. In harmony with Joshua 20:4, how does one flee to the antitypical city of refuge? [Weekly Bible reading; see w86 12/15 p. 24 par. 16.] One flees by taking steps to gain a good conscience with God; these include confessing sins, repenting, turning around, making a dedication to God, and undergoing water baptism.
19. How does Judges 5:31 indicate that Judge Barak’s victory over the superior forces of Sisera at the torrent valley of Kishon has significant meaning for our day? [Weekly Bible reading; see w86 2/15 p. 21 par. 4.] The word “thus” suggests that the battle was prophetic, pointing forward to a greater war in which all enemies of God will perish.
20. How can we show regard for the principle behind the expression “they kept standing each one in his place,” as recorded at Judges 7:21? [Weekly Bible reading; see w82 6/1 p. 25 par. 17.] As we serve in Jehovah’s organization, we should be content to serve wherever he assigns us and discharge our duties faithfully.
Provide the word(s) or phrase needed to complete each of the following statements:
21. To experience more fully the blessing of Jehovah, we must continue to study the Bible regularly and petition Jehovah to help us to understand and apply the teachings in his inspired Word. (1 Tim. 4:8, 9) [w98 1/1 p. 24 par. 6]
22. Flattery is so displeasing to Jehovah because it is motivated by selfishness, it is neither sincere nor honest, and above all, it is unloving. [w98 2/1 p. 30 pars. 2-3]
23. The name Joshua means “Jehovah Is Salvation,” and he was a prophetic type of Jesus. [si p. 42 par. 5]
24. In harmony with Jesus’ illustration at Matthew 7:24-27, discreet parents can help their children stand up to stormlike pressures by giving them accurate knowledge and understanding that will help them remain firm. [w98 2/15 p. 9 par. 1]
25. The historical record in the book of Judges embraces the general time period from the death of Joshua down to the time of Samuel, covering about 330 years. [si p. 47 par. 5]
Select the correct answer in each of the following statements:
26. Taking measures concerning the disposition of one’s property in case of death is a (congregation matter; personal matter; requirement for true Christians). (Gal. 6:5) [w98 1/15 p. 19 par. 6]
27. Paul encouraged Philemon to receive (Onam; Onesiphorus; Onesimus) kindly but did not use apostolic authority to command him to do so or to free his slave. (Philem. 21) [w98 1/15 p. 31 par. 1]
28. A serious shortcoming that is implied in the account of the lepers who were cured by Jesus is their (lack of faith; disobedience; ingratitude). (Luke 17:11-19) [w98 2/15 p. 5 par. 1]
29. Since God approved of Rahab’s course, her words to the men of Jericho who were pursuing the Israelite spies indicate that (whether to lie is a personal decision; one is not obligated to divulge truthful information to those not entitled to it; she had not yet changed all her worldly ways). (Josh. 2:3-5; compare Romans 14:4.) [Weekly Bible reading; see w93 12/15 p. 25 par. 1.]
30. As recorded at John 13:5, the object lesson Jesus gave highlights the quality of (kindness; empathy; humility), which makes one disposed to perform the lowliest of tasks in behalf of others. [w98 3/15 p. 7 par. 6]
Match the following scriptures to the statements listed below:
Deut. 7:3, 4; 17:7; 25:11, 12; 28:3; Jer. 15:20
31. The Creator’s high regard for the reproductive organs should influence the decision a Christian makes regarding an appropriate method of family planning. [Deut. 25:11, 12] [Weekly Bible reading; see w99 6/15 p. 28 pars. 1-4.]
32. We can have confidence in Jehovah’s support as we fulfill our commission to preach the good news of God’s Kingdom. [Jer. 15:20] [w98 3/1 p. 28 par. 1]
33. Heeding the Bible’s warning spares us the painful consequences that often result when a Christian yokes himself with an unbeliever. [Deut. 7:3, 4] [Weekly Bible reading; see w89 11/1 p. 20 par. 11.]
34. Enjoying God’s blessings does not depend on where we may live or serve or what assignment we may have in God’s service. [Deut. 28:3] [Weekly Bible reading; see w96 6/15 p. 15 par. 15.]
35. As authority for his instructions in 1 Corinthians chapter 5 on disfellowshipping, Paul quotes Jehovah’s Law. [Deut. 17:7] [Weekly Bible reading; see si p. 213 par. 24.]




Theocratic Ministry School Review (km 8/00 p.5)
Closed-book review on material covered in Theocratic Ministry School assignments for the weeks of May 1 to August 21, 2000. Use a separate sheet of paper to write down answers to as many of the questions as you can in the time allotted.
[Note: During the written review, only the Bible may be used to answer any question. References that follow the questions are for your personal research. Page and paragraph numbers may not appear on all references to The Watchtower.]
Answer each of the following statements True or False:
 1. Gideon’s reply to the unjustified verbal attack of the men of Ephraim reflected his mildness and humility and thus deflected their unfair criticism and maintained peace. (Judg. 8:1-3) [Weekly Bible reading] True.
 2. Although Manoah said “it is God that we have seen,” in reality he and his wife saw the materialized personal spokesman for God and not Jehovah himself. (Judg. 13:22) [Weekly Bible reading; see w88 5/15 p. 23 par. 3.] True.
 3. At Judges 5:31, the expression “your lovers” prophetically refers to the 144,000 Kingdom heirs. [si p. 50 par. 28] True.
 4. No fragments of the book of Ruth were found among the Dead Sea Scrolls. [si p. 51 par. 3] False. Fragments of the book of Ruth were found among the Dead Sea Scrolls.
 5. Judges 21:25 refers to a period of time when Jehovah left the nation of Israel without any guidance whatsoever. [Weekly Bible reading; see w95 6/15 p. 22 par. 16.] False. Every city in Israel had older men, who could provide mature help with questions and problems. Additionally, the Levitical priests acted as a force for good by educating people in God’s laws. When especially difficult matters arose, the high priest could consult God by means of the Urim and Thummim.
 6. The figures of the cherubs on the ark of the covenant indicated the royal presence of Jehovah, who was said to be “sitting upon [or, “between”] the cherubs.” (1 Sam. 4:4, ftn.) [Weekly Bible reading; see w80 11/1 p. 29 par. 2.] True.
 7. When Saul’s soldiers ate blood in a desperate situation and were not punished, this showed that there may be justifiable reasons for temporarily disregarding divine law to preserve one’s life. (1 Sam. 14:24-35) [Weekly Bible reading; see w94 4/15 p. 31 pars. 7-9.] False. When Saul realized what the soldiers had done, he took measures to rectify the situation with God. Jehovah also may have taken into account Saul’s rash oath that contributed to the desperate situation. (1 Sam. 14:24, 34, 35)
 8. While some associate the word “persuasion” with manipulation and cleverness, it can be used in a positive sense to convey the idea of convincing and bringing about a change of mind by means of sound, logical reasoning. (2 Tim. 3:14, 15) [w98 5/15 p. 21 par. 4] True.
 9. “The bag of life” refers to a divine provision of protection and preservation, which would benefit David if he avoided bloodguiltiness in God’s eyes. (1 Sam. 25:29) [Weekly Bible reading; see w91 6/15 p. 14 par. 3.] True.
10. The Davidic Kingdom covenant, referred to at 2 Samuel 7:16, narrowed down the line of the Seed leading to the Messiah and was a legal guarantee that someone in David’s line would come to rule “to time indefinite.” [Weekly Bible reading; see w89 2/1 p. 14 par. 21–p. 15 par. 22.] True.
Answer the following questions:
11. What assurance does Psalm 34:18 provide? [w98 4/1 p. 31 par. 2] Jehovah is ready and willing to sustain his servants when they have to cope with depression and feelings of worthlessness.
12. What was indicated by the fact that Joseph was surnamed Barnabas? (Acts 4:36) [w98 4/15 p. 20 par. 3, ftn.] Evidently he was a warm, compassionate man. Barnabas means “Son of Comfort”; calling somebody “son of” a certain quality underlined an outstanding characteristic of that person.
13. Why does the Bible account say that Eli kept honoring his sons more than he honored Jehovah? (1 Sam. 2:12, 22-24, 29) [Weekly Bible reading; see w96 9/15 p. 13 par. 14.] As their father and Israel’s high priest, Eli had the duty to discipline his sons because of their sacrilegious conduct and gross immorality, but he merely reproved them mildly.
14. Why should the book of Ruth strengthen our confidence in the Kingdom promises? [si p. 53 par. 10] Because it shows that Jehovah was the Arranger of the marriage of Boaz and Ruth and that he used it as a means of preserving unbroken the royal line of Judah leading to David and finally to the Greater David, Jesus Christ.
15. According to 1 Samuel 1:1-7, what outstanding example was set by Samuel’s family? [Weekly Bible reading; see w98 3/1 p. 16 par. 12.] Led by Samuel’s father, Elkanah, the whole family regularly participated in arrangements for gathering with fellow worshipers at the tabernacle in Shiloh.
16. In what sense can it be said that ‘the power of riches is deceptive’? (Matt. 13:22) [w98 5/15 p. 5 par. 1] Although money can be used to obtain material things, such riches do not result in the satisfaction or happiness that one acquiring them expects to find.
17. How did the older Jonathan display recognition of Jehovah’s anointed one, David, and what does this typify today? (1 Sam. 18:1, 3, 4) [Weekly Bible reading; see w89 1/1 pp. 24, 26 pars. 4, 13.] Jonathan became united with David in a lasting bond of friendship by means of a covenant, indicating his love for and submission to David. That bond typifies the relationship between the “other sheep” and the remnant of anointed Christians.
18. Although he was “blameless and upright,” how does the book of Job indicate that this does not mean that Job was perfect? (Job 1:8) [w98 5/1 p. 31 par. 1] Job wrongly assumed that God was causing his calamities, criticized God’s way of dealing with man, and declared his own righteousness rather than God’s. (Job 27:2; 30:20, 21; 32:2)
19. What is implied by the expression “exert yourselves vigorously”? (Luke 13:24) [w98 6/15 p. 31 pars. 1, 4] The expression implies struggling, extending ourselves, being diligent and industrious, not taking a halfhearted approach toward worship of Jehovah.
20. As we work along with others, what valuable lesson can be taken to heart, as recorded at 2 Samuel 12:26-28? [Weekly Bible reading; see w93 12/1 p. 19 par. 19.] We should be willing to bestow credit on others while working in the background and remaining out of the limelight. Such willingness on our part is a sign of humility.
Provide the word(s) or phrase needed to complete each of the following statements:
21. Jehovah’s severe condemnation of Baal worship should impel us to stand clear of the modern-day equivalents of materialism, nationalism, and sexual immorality. (Judg. 2:11-18) [si p. 50 par. 26]
22. It was during the days of Samuel that there came to an end the era of the judges and there began the era of human kings that would see Israel finally fall from Jehovah’s favor. [si p. 53 par. 1]
23. The divine name, Jehovah, means “He Causes to Become” and implies that Jehovah can fulfill any role that is required in order to accomplish his purposes. [w98 5/1 p. 5 par. 3]
24. Eli and Saul were both failures in that the former neglected to act and the latter acted presumptuously. [si p. 57 par. 27]
25. Jesus parable of the neighborly Samaritan shows that a truly upright person is one who not only obeys God’s laws but also imitates his qualities. (Luke 10:29-37) [w98 7/1 p. 31 par. 2]
Select the correct answer in each of the following statements:
26. The expansive quality of Jehovah’s (wisdom; power; love) is seen in his selecting the Moabitess (Ruth; Naomi; Orpah), a former worshiper of (Baal; Chemosh; Dagon), who converted to the true religion and became an ancestress of Jesus Christ. (Matt. 1:3, 5, 16) [si p. 51 par. 1]
27. Israel’s era of rule by judges ended when (Samuel; David; Saul) was anointed as king and shortly thereafter defeated the (Ammonites; Moabites; Philistines) with Jehovah’s backing. (1 Sam. 11:6, 11) [Weekly Bible reading; see w95 12/15 p. 9 par. 2–p. 10 par. 1.]
28. It was (the apostle Paul; his father; his mother and grandmother) who took the lead in educating Timothy in “the holy writings” to the point of seeing him become an excellent missionary and overseer. (2 Tim. 3:14, 15; Phil. 2:19-22) [w98 5/15 p. 8 par. 3–p. 9 par. 5]
29. The youthful ministry of (David; Samuel; Jonathan) should encourage young ones to take up the ministry today, and his continuance without retirement to the end of his days should uphold those weary with age. [si p. 58 par. 30]
30. The period covered by 2 Samuel is from (1077 to about 1040; 1077 to about 1037; 1070 to about 1040) B.C.E. [si p. 59 par. 3]
Match the following scriptures to the statements listed below:
Judg. 11:30, 31; 1 Sam. 15:22; 30:24, 25; 2 Ki. 6:15-17; Jas. 5:11
31. Jehovah provides assurance that he will use his heavenly armies to protect his people according to his will. [2 Ki. 6:15-17] [w98 4/15 p. 29 par. 5]
32. Congregation overseers have the responsibility to abide by their agreements even though it may be painful and costly at times. [Judg. 11:30, 31] [w99 9/15 p. 10 pars. 3-4]
33. Maintaining integrity under trial leads to a large reward from Jehovah God. [Jas. 5:11] [w98 5/1 p. 31 par. 4]
34. Genuine love of God requires obedience to divine directives and not merely offering sacrifices to him. [1 Sam. 15:22] [Weekly Bible reading; see w96 6/15 p. 5 par. 1.]
35. Jehovah shows deep appreciation for those who serve in supportive roles in his organization today. [1 Sam. 30:24, 25] [Weekly Bible reading; see w86 9/1 p. 28 par. 4.]




Theocratic Ministry School Review (km 12/00 p.5)
Closed-book review on material covered in Theocratic Ministry School assignments for the weeks of September 4 to December 18, 2000. Use a separate sheet of paper to write down answers to as many of the questions as you can in the time allotted.
[Note: During the written review, only the Bible may be used to answer any question. References that follow the questions are for your personal research. Page and paragraph numbers may not appear on all references to The Watchtower.]
Answer each of the following statements True or False:
 1. David restrained Abishai from killing Shimei because David was guilty of the charges Shimei was making against him. (2 Sam. 16:5-13) [Weekly Bible reading; see w99 5/1 p. 32 par. 3.] False. David was innocent of Shimei’s charges and humbly resisted the temptation to retaliate. Instead, he left the matter in Jehovah’s hands.
 2. A clean, properly trained conscience not only leads to a warm, personal relationship with God but is essential to our salvation. (Heb. 10:22; 1 Pet. 1:15, 16) [w98 9/1 p. 4 par. 4] True.
 3. The account of 1 Kings has little more than historical value for a Christian because only 2 of the 14 kings who ruled in Israel and Judah after Solomon’s death succeeded in doing what was right in Jehovah’s eyes. [si p. 64 par. 1] False. The record of 1 Kings contains ‘inspired and beneficial’ admonitions, prophecies, and types, and it directly relates to the dominant Kingdom theme of “all Scripture.” (2 Tim. 3:16, 17)
 4. Jesus’ Thousand Year Reign can be compared to Solomon’s peaceful and prosperous 40-year rule. (1 Ki. 4:24, 25, 29) [Weekly Bible reading; see w90 6/1 p. 6 par. 5.] True.
 5. Abijah’s decent burial is clear evidence that he was a faithful worshiper of Jehovah, the only one from the house of Jeroboam. (1 Ki. 14:10, 13) [Weekly Bible reading; see w95 4/1 p. 12 par. 11.] False. He still died as part of Jeroboam’s wicked household, but Jehovah valued at least the “something good” in Abijah and acted accordingly.
 6. Undergoing Christian baptism indicates that one has become a mature servant of God. [w98 10/1 p. 28 par. 2] False. Baptism marks the beginning of one’s life as a Christian; a baptized Christian must still “press on to maturity,” becoming “a full-grown man,” by increasing in accurate knowledge. (Heb. 6:1; Eph. 4:13)
 7. Jehovah empowered Elijah with superhuman boldness and immunized him against fear. (1 Ki. 18:17, 18, 21, 40, 46) [Weekly Bible reading; see w98 1/1 p. 31 par. 2.] False. Elijah was “a man with feelings like ours” and was subject to fear and anxiety. (Jas. 5:17; 1 Ki. 19:4)
 8. Solomon’s temple is a noteworthy structure not merely because of its glory and material splendor but because of its foreshadowing Jehovah’s far more glorious spiritual temple. [si p. 69 par. 26] True.
 9. The blindness that was brought on the military force of the Syrians at the word of Elisha was evidently mental blindness since they could see Elisha but could not recognize who he was. (2 Ki. 6:18, 19) [Weekly Bible reading; see si pp. 70-1 par. 10.] True.
10. Putting on “the Testimony,” mentioned at 2 Kings 11:12, was a symbolic gesture illustrating that the king’s interpretation of God’s Law was final and should be obeyed. [Weekly Bible reading; see w91 2/1 p. 31 par. 6.] False. Since the king was to study and apply God’s Law all his life, it may have illustrated that even he was not above Jehovah’s Law, or Testimony. (Deut. 17:18-20)
Answer the following questions:
11. In harmony with 1 John 2:15-17, what should godly parents urge their children to avoid when guiding them in choosing suitable secular work? [w98 7/15 p. 5 par. 2] Parents should urge their children not to pursue recognition and prosperity in ‘the world that is passing away.’
12. What is meant at 2 Samuel 18:8, which says: “The forest did more in eating up the people than the sword did”? [Weekly Bible reading; see w87 3/15 p. 31 par. 2.] Likely, this refers to Absalom’s routed men, who were fleeing in panic through the rocky forest, perhaps falling into hidden ravines and becoming entangled in dense underbrush. (2 Sam. 18:9)
13. Who today may be compared to Goliath’s kinsmen, the Rephaim, and what do they endeavor to do? (2 Sam. 21:15-22) [Weekly Bible reading; see w89 1/1 p. 20 par. 8.] The political champions of Satan’s world may be compared to the Rephaim. Through dictatorial rulerships, they taunt Jehovah and try to bully his witnesses into submission. (Substance sufficient)
14. What is a beneficial Bible principle that we learn from 2 Samuel 6:6, 7? [si p. 63 par. 30] Good intentions do not alter God’s requirements.
15. What important principle can be learned from the incident involving the man who was put to death for violating the Sabbath? (Num. 15:35) [w98 9/1 p. 20 par. 2] A Christian should properly set his priorities and keep his worship of Jehovah foremost.
16. By doing what can we imitate the queen of Sheba, who traveled a long distance to hear “the wisdom of Solomon”? (1 Ki. 10:1-9) [Weekly Bible reading; see w99 7/1 p. 31 pars. 1-2.] By considering closely the example and mental attitude of the Greater Solomon, Jesus, and by following his commandment to make disciples. (Matt. 12:42)
17. According to 1 Kings 17:3, 4, 7-9, 17-24, in what three ways did Elijah demonstrate faith in Jehovah? [Weekly Bible reading; see w92 4/1 p. 19 par. 5.] Elijah showed faith in Jehovah by relying on Him to provide the necessities of life, by following His directions, and by relying on Him to sanctify His name.
18. Why was Naboth’s refusal to turn over his vineyard to Ahab not simply a reflection of stubbornness on his part? (1 Ki. 21:2, 3) [Weekly Bible reading; see w97 8/1 p. 13 par. 18.] Naboth was being loyal to God and obedient to the stipulation in the Mosaic Law that no Israelite’s hereditary possession was to be sold in perpetuity. (Lev. 25:23-28)
19. How have the words at 2 Kings 6:16 served to encourage Jehovah’s servants today? [Weekly Bible reading; see w98 6/15 p. 18 par. 5.] They have strengthened God’s servants to continue witnessing in spite of attempts to silence them through threats, intimidation, physical violence, prisons, concentration camps, and even death.
20. In what ways should true Christians today guard against simony? [w98 11/15 p. 28 par. 5] Christians must be careful not to seek added privileges by showering excessive praise or generous gifts upon those who can grant such. Conversely, those who can grant such privileges need to avoid showing favoritism toward those able—and often eager—to shower them with gifts.
Provide the word(s) or phrase needed to complete each of the following statements:
21. A true Christian must not give in to fear of man and participate in customs that displease God. (Prov. 29:25; Matt. 10:28) [w98 7/15 p. 20 par. 5]
22. In witnessing before King Agrippa, Paul used discretion, emphasizing points that he and Agrippa held in common. (Acts 26:2, 3, 26, 27) [w98 9/1 p. 31 par. 3]
23. Because God is invisible, some may feel he is impersonal, but frequent and intensive periods of Bible study will enable a person to ‘see the One who is invisible.’ (Heb. 11:27) [w98 9/15 p. 21 pars. 3-4]
24. As seen in the case of Syrian general Naaman, sometimes great benefits are gained from just a little humility. [Weekly Bible reading; see w99 2/1 p. 3 par. 6–p. 4 par. 1.]
25. As Jehonadab’s heart was with King Jehu, the great crowd today wholeheartedly acknowledge and cooperate with the Greater Jehu, Jesus Christ, represented on earth by anointed Christians. (2 Ki. 10:15, 16) [Weekly Bible reading; see w98 1/1 p. 13 pars. 5-6.]
Select the correct answer in each of the following statements:
26. It was (Satan; Jehovah; Joab) who incited David to sin by ‘taking a count of Israel.’ (2 Sam. 24:1) [Weekly Bible reading; see w92 7/15 p. 5 par. 2.]
27. In harmony with 1 Kings 8:1 and Ecclesiastes 1:1, Solomon congregated people to (build the temple; pursue the enemies of Israel; worship Jehovah). [Weekly Bible reading; see si p. 112 par. 3.]
28. The 20-year period during which Solomon built the temple and his house in Jerusalem is comparable to a period of doctrinal and organizational readjustment that began in (1919; 1923; 1931) and that ended in (1938; 1942; 1950). (1 Ki. 9:10) [Weekly Bible reading; see w92 3/1 p. 20 box.]
29. The term “heavens” as used at 2 Kings 2:11 refers to the (spiritual dwelling place of God; physical universe; earth’s atmosphere, where birds fly and winds blow). [Weekly Bible reading; see w97 9/15 p. 15 box.]
30. (Herod the Great; Caesar Augustus; Tiberius Caesar) was the one who ordered the census that resulted in Jesus’ being born in Bethlehem rather than in Nazareth. [w98 12/15 p. 7 box]
Match the following scriptures to the statements listed below:
Ps. 15:4; 2 Sam. 12:28; 2 Sam. 15:18-22; 2 Ki. 3:11; Col. 3:13
31. Headship in Jehovah’s theocratic arrangement should be respected. [2 Sam. 12:28] [si p. 63 par. 30]
32. Loyalty to Jehovah’s organization and its representatives must be maintained. [2 Sam. 15:18-22] [si p. 63 par. 30]
33. Appreciation for Jehovah’s mercy can motivate one to exercise restraint and cover over shortcomings. [Col. 3:13] [w98 11/1 p. 6 par. 3]
34. It is a privilege to show hospitality and to minister humbly to Jehovah’s faithful servants in special service. [2 Ki. 3:11] [Weekly Bible reading; see w97 11/1 p. 31 par. 1.]
35. A God-fearing person does his best to keep his word to pay his debts, even if unforeseen circumstances make it more difficult than anticipated. [Ps. 15:4] [w98 11/15 p. 27 par. 1]




Theocratic Ministry School Review (km 4/01 p.5)
Closed-book review on material covered in Theocratic Ministry School assignments for the weeks of January 1 to April 23, 2001. Use a separate sheet of paper to write down answers to as many of the questions as you can in the time allotted.
[Note: During the written review, only the Bible may be used to answer any question. References that follow the questions are for your personal research. Page and paragraph numbers may not appear on all references to The Watchtower.]
Answer each of the following statements True or False:
 1. Although we should never allow mere sentiment to blind us to gross wrongdoing, we can imitate Joseph’s example by mercifully forgiving a repentant individual who has sinned against us. (Gen. 42:21; 45:4, 5) [w99 1/1 p. 31 pars. 2-3] True.
 2. Other than its list of genealogies, 1 Chronicles contains merely a repetition of material found in the books of Samuel and Kings. [si p. 75 par. 1] False. First Chronicles contains some of the most beautiful expressions of praise to Jehovah to be found in all Scripture; in addition, it provides wonderful foregleams of Jehovah’s Kingdom of righteousness.
 3. The Bible refers to only one “antichrist,” who will appear at some future time. [rs p. 32] False. At 1 John 2:18, the apostle indicates that “many antichrists” had made an appearance during the first century.
 4. Jesus showed his humility by accepting the unique assignment of coming to earth from the heavenly realm and becoming a lowly human, inferior to the angels. (Phil. 2:5-8; Heb. 2:7) [w99 2/1 p. 6 par. 3] True.
 5. Shishak’s invasion of Judah and the plundering of “the treasures of the house of Jehovah and the treasures of the king’s house” are confirmed by archaeology. (2 Chron. 12:9) [Weekly Bible reading; see w88 2/1 p. 26 par. 4.] True. The event is confirmed by a relief on a wall of the temple of Amon at Karnak, Egypt.
 6. Infant baptism was not practiced by first-century Christians. [rs p. 55] True.
 7. One should serve God with no thought of a reward in view. [w99 4/15 p. 16 par. 1] False. As Hebrews 11:6 shows, recognition of Jehovah’s personality, including his inclination to reward those who seek to do his will, is central to Christian faith.
 8. In referring to Jehovah’s “doings,” as recorded at Psalm 103:2, David had in mind Jehovah’s physical creation. [w99 5/15 p. 21 pars. 5-6] False. In this psalm, David recounts Jehovah’s acts of loving-kindness beginning with His forgiveness. (Psalm 103:3)
 9. The temples built by Solomon, Zerubbabel, and Herod, as well as the tabernacle built by Moses, all picture the same thing. [si p. 87 par. 16] True. They all picture “the true tent,” or spiritual temple arrangement for approaching Jehovah in worship on the basis of Christ’s sacrifice. (Heb. 8:2; 9:2-10, 23)
10. The genealogies found in 1 Chronicles were of no great benefit to the early Christian congregation. [si p. 78 par. 23] False. Matthew and Luke were able to draw on its genealogies in clearly establishing that Jesus Christ was the “son of David” and the Messiah with legal right. (Matt. 1:1-16; Luke 3:23-38)
Answer the following questions:
11. Why did Jehovah’s judgment rest heavily on Ahab’s house? (1 Ki. 16:31; 2 Ki. 9:7, 26) [si p. 74 par. 34] Because of Baal worship and the bloodshed that accompanied it.
12. As indicated at Matthew 24:45-51, what is characteristic of those who become apostates? [rs p. 35] Not only do they abandon the true faith but they then “beat” their former associates, using public criticism and other methods to hinder their work; the efforts of such apostates are devoted to tearing down, not building up. (Substance sufficient)
13. What sobering lesson about strengths can we learn from the case of Judean King Uzziah? (2 Chron. 26:15-21) [Weekly Bible reading; see w99 12/1 p. 26 pars. 1-2.] When strengths are not balanced by wisdom, modesty, and humility, they can become weaknesses or liabilities.
14. Rather than instituting a ritual, what was the powerful lesson Jesus provided for us by washing the feet of his apostles? (John 13:4, 5) [w99 3/1 p. 31 par. 1] Jesus provided a powerful lesson in humility; we should not think that we are so important that others should always serve us, nor should we aspire to positions of honor and prestige; we should be willing to perform the humblest services for others. (Substance sufficient)
15. Why was the account at 1 Chronicles 14:8-17 of interest in Isaiah’s day, and why should it be of interest to Christendom today? (Isa. 28:21) [Weekly Bible reading; see w91 6/1 p. 21 pars. 2-3.] Just as Jehovah accomplished a strange deed against the Philistines, Isaiah warned that He would do something equally strange and powerful against the spiritual drunkards of Judah. What happened to Judah was a pattern for Christendom’s eventual fate. (Substance sufficient)
16. What aspects of Baal worship made it attractive to many Israelites? [w99 4/1 p. 29 pars. 3-6] Baal worship demanded little from its adherents; it spared the Israelites observance of the Law; its sensual practices appealed to the flesh; Canaanite Baal worshipers seemed to prosper materially. (Substance sufficient)
17. What practical lesson can be learned from Hezekiah’s work to protect and increase Jerusalem’s water supply? (2 Chron. 32:3, 4) [Weekly Bible reading; see w96 8/15 p. 6 pars. 1-2.] Waters of truth are available to those who dig through their hard-packed daily routine, not allowing anyone or anything to deprive them of this life-sustaining commodity.
18. How can Josiah’s example be an encouragement for young people today to serve God and stand firm against false worship? (2 Chron. 34:3, 8, 33) [Weekly Bible reading; see w90 8/1 p. 5 par. 2.] At about 15 years of age, ‘while still a boy,’ he searched for God; before he was 20, he began a campaign against false worship and later had the temple repaired and restored pure worship in the land.
19. Were all the Jews who remained in Babylon unfaithful, and what practical lesson can be learned from this? (Ezra 1:3-6) [Weekly Bible reading; see w86 1/15 p. 8 pars. 4, 7.] While some Jews may have been materialistic or lacked appreciation, others may have been hampered by their circumstances, such as old age or sickness, from returning to their homeland. Today, not all are able to engage in the full-time service, but they, like the Israelites, can support and encourage those who are able to have a more active share in advancing true worship.
20. In the account at 2 Chronicles 5:13, 14, what indication is there that Jehovah was listening to the melodious praise of his people and that he was pleased with it? [Weekly Bible reading; see w94 5/1 p. 10 par. 7.] He filled the temple with a supernatural cloud; his glory filled his house. (Substance sufficient)
Provide the word(s) or phrase needed to complete each of the following statements:
21. One offering counsel to a fellow Christian must be sure to base what is said on godly wisdom, not on human theories and philosophies. (Col. 2:8) [w99 1/15 p. 22 par. 1]
22. It will not be possible to take a neutral position during the battle of Armageddon. (Matt. 12:30; 2 Thess. 1:8) [rs p. 48]
23. Like thorns that can prevent seedlings from reaching maturity, uncontrolled anxiety and the deceptive power of wealth can prevent one from progressing to spiritual maturity. (Matt. 13:19, 22) [w99 3/15 p. 22 par. 5]
24. “Being baptized for the purpose of being dead ones,” as Paul stated at 1 Corinthians 15:29, means being immersed in a course of life that will lead to a death of integrity like that of Christ and then to a resurrection to spirit life as he was. [rs p. 57]
25. In order for a true Christian to succeed where Solomon failed, he must put aside all halfheartedness or doubleheartedness in his worship and comply with Jesus’ words to ‘love Jehovah his God with his whole heart.’ (Matt. 22:37; 1 Chron. 28:9) [Weekly Bible reading; see w86 6/1 p. 19 pars. 17-18.]
Select the correct answer in each of the following statements:
26. The account at 2 Kings 17:5, 6 relates how (Tiglath-pileser; Shalmaneser V; Esar-haddon) invaded the northern ten-tribe kingdom of Israel and began a three-year siege against Samaria, which finally fell to the Assyrians in (740; 607; 537) B.C.E. [Weekly Bible reading; see w88 2/15 p. 27 par. 1.]
27. By relating events that took place in Jerusalem after the Babylonian exile began, 2 Kings chapter 25 indirectly points to (Daniel; Ezekiel; Jeremiah) as the writer of the book and also indicates that the writing was completed around (580; 537; 455) B.C.E. (2 Ki. 25:27) [Weekly Bible reading; see si p. 64 par. 3.]
28. As Exodus 4:11 indicates, Jehovah God ‘appoints the speechless, the deaf, the clear-sighted, and the blind’ in that he (is to blame for the disabilities people have; designates different ones for service privileges; has allowed physical defects to be manifest among humans). [w99 5/1 p. 28 par. 2]
29. The 70-year period mentioned at 2 Chronicles 36:17-23 ended in (537; 607; 677) B.C.E. [si p. 84 par. 35]
30. The only two direct references to birthday celebrations in the Bible (put them in a favorable light; put them in an unfavorable light; do not shed any light on birthday celebrations). (Gen. 40:20-22; Matt. 14:6-10) [rs p. 68]
Match the following scriptures to the statements listed below:
Ex. 21:22, 23; Prov. 25:11; Rom. 12:2; 2 Pet. 3:15, 16; Rev. 16:13, 14
31. Willing effort is required to change our thinking and fill our mind with divine truth. [Rom. 12:2] [w99 4/1 p. 22 par. 2]
32. When giving counsel, it is important to choose the right words. [Prov. 25:11] [w99 1/15 p. 23 par. 1]
33. Jehovah has indicated that a person would be called to account for injury to an unborn child. [Ex. 21:22, 23] [rs p. 25]
34. The influence of Satan the Devil is pushing the nations to the world situation that will result in war against God. [Rev. 16:13, 14] [rs p. 48]
35. Twisting the Scriptures to fit our own ideas can result in lasting harm. [2 Pet. 3:15, 16] [rs p. 65]




Theocratic Ministry School Review (km 8/01 p.5)
Closed-book review on material covered in Theocratic Ministry School assignments for the weeks of May 7 to August 20, 2001. Use a separate sheet of paper to write down answers to as many of the questions as you can in the time allotted.
[Note: During the written review, only the Bible may be used to answer any question. References that follow the questions are for your personal research. Page and paragraph numbers may not appear on all references to The Watchtower.]
Answer each of the following statements True or False:
 1. The prayer referred to at Nehemiah 2:4 was one of desperation, at the last minute. [Weekly Bible reading; see w86 2/15 p. 25 par. 8.] False. Jerusalem’s devastated condition had been the subject of Nehemiah’s prayers “day and night” for quite some time (1:4, 6); when afforded a special opportunity, Nehemiah again prayed, thus doing what he had already done repeatedly.
 2. The word “congregation” is translated from the Greek word ek·kle·si´a, inherent in which term are the ideas of solidarity and mutual support. [w99 5/15 p. 25 par. 4] True.
 3. While Jehovah’s servants avoid customs associated with death that conflict with God’s Word, they do not reject all customs associated with death. (John 19:40) [rs p. 102 par. 4] True.
 4. During the period when Job lived, he was the only human who was faithful to Jehovah. (Job 1:8) [Weekly Bible reading; see w92 8/1 p. 31 pars. 3-4.] False. Although there was no one more outstanding than Job as a man of uprightness, Elihu, who corrected Job, magnified the true God and was accepted by Him as faithful; there may have been others who were faithful too.
 5. The fact that Saul, or Paul, supported himself by making tents shows that he was from a humble background. (Acts 18:2, 3) [w99 5/15 p. 30 par. 2–p. 31 par. 1] False. Paul had Roman citizenship, used excellent Greek in his writings, and was educated at the feet of the highly esteemed teacher Gamaliel. (Acts 22:3, 27)
 6. Although David committed serious sins, Jehovah could say that he “walked after me with all his heart” because of David’s repentant attitude and good qualities. (1 Ki. 14:8) [w99 6/15 p. 11 par. 4] True.
 7. Unless something we promised is unscriptural, we should do all we can to fulfill our promises even if we later find that doing so is difficult. (Ps. 15:4) [Weekly Bible reading; see w89 9/15 p. 28 par. 5.] True.
 8. Psalm 22:1 indicates that under pressure David temporarily lost his faith. [Weekly Bible reading; see w86 8/15 p. 20 par. 19.] False. David’s human reaction to his dire straits did not reflect lack of faith, since he went on to pray confidently for deliverance. (Ps. 22:16-19)
 9. A Christian may “fall” in terms of frustrations, disappointments, and legal or financial reversals, but with the aid of God’s spirit and His loving worshipers, he will not be spiritually “hurled down” completely. (Ps. 37:23, 24) [Weekly Bible reading; see w86 11/1 p. 30 par. 14.] True.
10. Genesis chapter 1 teaches that God created everything on this earth in six 24–hour days. [rs p. 126 par. 1] False. The Bible account does not say that these were 24–hour days; the Bible often uses the term “day” to describe an extended period of time. (2 Pet. 3:8)
Answer the following questions:
11. How did Ezra and his assistants ‘put meaning into’ the Law? (Neh. 8:8) [Weekly Bible reading; see w86 2/15 p. 26 par. 4.] Aside from using good enunciation and oral emphasis, Ezra and his assistants expounded, or explained, the Law and applied its principles so that the people could better grasp it.
12. From what does “the joy of Jehovah” result? (Neh. 8:10) [Weekly Bible reading; see w86 2/15 p. 26 par. 9.] As the context indicates, “the joy of Jehovah” results from gaining insight into God’s Word, making personal application, and responding to theocratic direction.
13. Why were those “who volunteered to dwell in Jerusalem” blessed? (Neh. 11:2) [Weekly Bible reading; see w86 2/15 p. 26 par. 12.] Leaving their hereditary possessions and moving into Jerusalem resulted in some expense and disadvantages; those living in that city might also have been exposed to various dangers; such was a praiseworthy sacrifice for which they were blessed.
14. Why did Esther delay in informing the king of her specific intent? (Esther 5:6-8) [Weekly Bible reading; see w86 3/15 p. 24 par. 18.] It was not for lack of courage, for she had already risked death in approaching the king; probably she wanted to win the king’s goodwill first; divine direction was also involved, since the ensuing interim allowed for certain developments. (Substance sufficient)
15. What two important questions are answered in the book of Job? [si p. 95 par. 1] This book answers the questions: Why do the innocent suffer? Why does God permit wickedness in the earth?
16. Why did the counsel of Eliphaz dishearten Job and fail to encourage him? (Job 21:34; 22:2, 3) [Weekly Bible reading; see w95 2/15 p. 27 pars. 5-6.] Because it was based on personal ideas and not godly wisdom; it was untruthful and based on incorrect suppositions.
17. What is a psalm? [si p. 101 par. 2] A psalm is a sacred song or poem used in the praise and worship of God.
18. What “empty thing” do the nations keep “muttering,” as recorded at Psalm 2:1? [Weekly Bible reading; see w86 8/15 p. 20 par. 5.] Since 1914 the nations keep “muttering” about (or, meditating on) the perpetuation of their own authority and sovereignty instead of accepting Jesus Christ as Jehovah’s anointed King.
19. What practical lesson about impartiality can we learn from Philip’s ministry involving the Samaritans and the Ethiopian official? (Acts 8:6-13, 26-39) [w99 7/15 p. 25 par. 2] Never should we assume that individuals of a certain nationality, race, or social status will not be interested in the good news; we should declare the Kingdom message to “people of all sorts.” (1 Cor. 9:19-23)
20. How did Job illustrate his conviction that God could resurrect him from the grave, which he viewed as a place of concealment from his problems? (Job 14:7, 13-15) [Weekly Bible reading; see w00 5/15 p. 27 par. 7–p. 28 par. 1.] Job spoke of a tree (perhaps an olive tree) that may be chopped down or wither because of a prolonged drought and later sprout again.
Provide the word(s) or phrase needed to complete each of the following statements:
21. Esther 8:17 says that the people were “declaring themselves Jews”; similarly today, “a great crowd” of “other sheep” have taken their stand alongside the anointed remnant. (Rev. 7:9; John 10:16; Zech. 8:23) [Weekly Bible reading; see w86 3/15 p. 25 par. 14.]
22. As Acts 1:7 indicates, although Jehovah is very conscious of time, his day of accounting will come as a thief, when people are not expecting it. (2 Pet. 3:10) [w99 6/1 p. 5 pars. 2-3]
23. At 2 Peter 3:7, 10, the terms “heavens” and “earth” are used in a figurative sense; as the context shows, the “earth” refers to ungodly men, or wicked human society. [rs p. 114 pars. 2-4]
24. Wholesome communication is made possible by confidence, trust, and mutual understanding, and these qualities result when marriage is viewed as a lifelong relationship and there is genuine commitment to make it work. [w99 7/15 p. 21 par. 3]
25. Positive peer pressure can help us to put moral and spiritual requirements into practice and thus help us to serve Jehovah whole-souled. [w99 8/1 p. 24 par. 3]
Select the correct answer in each of the following statements:
26. Mordecai’s “sitting in the king’s gate” indicates that he was (the king’s bodyguard; one of the officers of King Ahasuerus; awaiting an audience with the king). (Esther 2:19, 20) [Weekly Bible reading; see w86 3/15 p. 24 par. 9.]
27. As recorded at Job 19:25-27, Job expressed faith that he would “behold God” in that he would (be favored with a vision; be resurrected to heavenly life; have his eyes of understanding opened to the truth about Jehovah). [Weekly Bible reading; see w94 11/15 p. 19 par. 17.]
28. Job is remembered most for his (love; kindness; endurance). (Jas. 5:11) [si p. 100 par. 41]
29. The writing of the book of Psalms spanned approximately (three hundred; five hundred; a thousand) years. [si p. 101 par. 4]
30. (David; Asaph; Ezra) was evidently the final compiler of the book of Psalms. [si p. 102 par. 6]
Match the following scriptures to the statements listed below:
Neh. 3:5; Ps. 12:2; 19:7; 2 Tim. 3:16, 17; Jas. 5:14-16
31. We should be willing to expend ourselves and not proudly hold back, viewing hard work as beneath our dignity. [Neh. 3:5] [Weekly Bible reading; see w86 2/15 p. 25 pars. 12, 19.]
32. A Christian who has become involved in serious wrongdoing should confess his sin to the elders. [Jas. 5:14-16] [rs p. 83 par. 9]
33. While God used dreams to give warnings, instruction, and prophecy to his people in times past, he now provides for our salvation through his inspired written Word. [2 Tim. 3:16, 17] [rs p. 106 par. 2]
34. If we want God’s friendship, we have to be inwardly honest, without hypocrisy. [Ps. 12:2] [Weekly Bible reading; see w89 9/15 p. 26 par. 7.]
35. Obedience to God’s law has a reviving effect on one’s soul and promotes one’s welfare. [Ps. 19:7] [Weekly Bible reading; see w00 10/1 p. 13 par. 4.]




Theocratic Ministry School Review (km 12/01 p.5)
Closed-book review on material covered in Theocratic Ministry School assignments for the weeks of September 3 to December 24, 2001. Use a separate sheet of paper to write down answers to as many of the questions as you can in the time allotted.
[Note: During the written review, only the Bible may be used to answer any question. References that follow the questions are for your personal research. Page and paragraph numbers may not appear on all references to The Watchtower.]
Answer each of the following statements True or False:
 1. Since faith is a fruit of God’s spirit, people without faith are not seeking that spirit, or they are doing so for a wrong purpose or are resisting its operation in their lives. (Luke 11:13; Gal. 5:22) [rs p. 129 par. 1] True.
 2. Psalm 58:4 correctly indicates that the cobra has ‘ears’ that are not functional because it is naturally deaf. [Weekly Bible reading; see Rbi8 p. 1583.] False. As verse 5 implies, serpents like the cobra can hear and may be charmed by the musical sounds and not by the movements of a charmer.
 3. The “large army” of women mentioned at Psalm 68:11 were foreign female slaves that were released from captivity by the men of Israel when conquering enemy nations. [Weekly Bible reading; see w86 10/15 p. 30 par. 6.] False. Israelite women were the large army; when the men of Israel fought against the enemy nations of the Promised Land and defeated them, this gave Israelite women good news to proclaim in victory celebrations; Today, women ministers play a notable role as Kingdom proclaimers, serving notice on the nations that they will soon be subdued by the Messianic King.
 4. If each person’s moment and manner of death were already fixed at the time of birth or earlier, there would be no need to avoid dangerous situations or to care for one’s health, and safety precautions would not alter mortality rates. [rs p. 138 par. 3] True.
 5. Paul’s remark “let no man ever look down on your youth” indicates that Timothy was just a teenager or in his early 20’s. (1 Tim. 4:12) [w99 9/15 p. 29 pars. 1-3; p. 31 par. 2] False. Paul’s statement was made years after Timothy began his association with Paul and may indicate that although Timothy was able to stand alone and shoulder responsibility, he was somewhat hesitant in asserting his authority.
 6. As recorded at Psalm 110:1, “my Lord” refers to Jesus. [Weekly Bible reading; see w94 6/1 p. 28 par. 5.] True.
 7. In the book of Psalms, the name Jehovah appears about 700 times, and the abbreviated form “Jah,” 43 times, so that all together the divine name is mentioned about 5 times, on the average, in each Psalm. [si p. 104 par. 23] True.
 8. Although Jesus is spoken of in the Scriptures as “a god,” even as “Mighty God,” nowhere is he spoken of as being almighty. (John 1:1; Isa. 9:6; Gen. 17:1) [rs p. 150 par. 2] True.
 9. A study of the book of Proverbs is, in fact, a study of Solomon’s own wisdom. [si p. 106 par. 1] False. Since Solomon’s wisdom was really that which “God had put in his heart,” a study of Proverbs amounts to a study of the wisdom of God. (1 Ki. 10:23, 24)
10. The Bible’s counsel, found at Proverbs 21:17, to avoid “loving merriment” indicates that having fun is wrong because it takes time away from more important matters. [Weekly Bible reading; see w97 10/1 p. 27 par. 7.] False. The text cautions against “loving merriment,” or assigning it prime importance, which can lead to a dulling of one’s spiritual appetite and leave little time for preaching the good news.
Answer the following questions:
11. What did Jesus’ mild reproof of Martha point out? (Luke 10:40, 41) [w99 9/1 p. 30 par. 7] Jesus was pointing out that Martha, by her anxious attention to the meal, was missing out on a rare opportunity to receive personal instruction from the Son of God.
12. To what “glory” did Jehovah take the psalmist? (Ps. 73:24) [Weekly Bible reading; see w86 12/15 p. 28 par. 3.] Until the psalmist came to appreciate that ‘the drawing near to God was good for him,’ he had felt that the wicked were better off than the righteous (Ps. 73:2-12, 28); allowing God’s “counsel” to lead him resulted in his receiving “glory,” that is, favor with Jehovah, a blessed relationship with Him.
13. What view of service privileges does the psalmist express as recorded at Psalm 84:1-3? [Weekly Bible reading; see w97 3/15 p. 8 pars. 5-7.] He highly esteemed his service privileges at Jehovah’s place of worship, which involved limited time there and would have been all the more happy if, like the birds, he had had a more permanent dwelling place at Jehovah’s house of worship.
14. How do Revelation 22:17 and Romans 2:4, 5 show that Jehovah does not foreknow or foreordain everything people do? [rs p. 141 pars. 1-2] The choice of taking life’s water free is left to the individual; Jehovah does not force a person to pursue a prescribed course.
15. Since early Christians believed in the Millennial Reign of Jesus as mentioned in the book of Revelation, what influences led to an eventual rejection of this divine teaching by apostate Christians? [w99 12/1 p. 6 par. 3–p. 7 par. 5] Unbalanced materialistic views of some millennialists; denial of the authenticity of the book of Revelation; what was clearly understood was replaced by Greek philosophical views. (Any of the above)
16. What limits on showing “personal interest” in other people should be observed by Christians? (Phil. 2:4) [w99 12/1 p. 29 par. 1] Christians should avoid being “gossipers and meddlers in other people’s affairs.” (1 Tim. 5:13)
17. What is suggested by the mention at Psalm 128:3 of sons being “like slips of olive trees” around a man’s table? [Weekly Bible reading; see w00 8/15 p. 30 par. 4.] Often new shoots sprout from the base of the trunk of an olive tree; when the main trunk of an old tree no longer bears much fruit, new shoots may become vigorous trunks around it; similarly, parents can rejoice to have fruit-bearing children serving Jehovah alongside them.
18. If we find God’s work to be fear-inspiring, how will it affect us? (Ps. 139:14) [Weekly Bible reading; see w93 10/1 p. 15 par. 18.] It should produce in us a wholesome, powerfully motivating fear that affects our personality and the way we use our life.
19. Why does Proverbs 5:3, 4 speak of the aftereffects of immorality as being “bitter as wormwood” and “as sharp as a two-edged sword”? [Weekly Bible reading; see w00 7/15 p. 29 par. 2.] The aftereffects of immorality are painful and death-dealing; they can include a troubled conscience, emotional pain, and a sexually transmitted disease.
20. In harmony with Proverbs 14:29, how can discernment help us to avoid the consequences of impatience and uncontrolled anger? [Weekly Bible reading; see w97 3/15 p. 13 pars. 7-8.] Discernment makes us consider what could result from rash conduct and unrestrained anger, namely, adverse physical effects, unwise actions, loss of good judgment, and divinely disapproved behavior that would hinder our relationship with God.
Provide the word(s) or phrase needed to complete each of the following statements:
21. True prophets spoke in the name of God and made known their faith in Jesus. (Deut. 18:18-20; 1 John 4:1-3) [rs p. 132 par. 3; p. 133 par. 2]
22. The purpose of the Proverbs is twofold—to impart wisdom and to provide discipline. (Prov. 1:1-4) [w99 9/15 p. 13 par. 1]
23. “The secret place of the Most High” is a place of spiritual security for those who take God’s side of the issue of universal sovereignty; it is “secret,” or unknown, to people who lack spiritual vision. (Ps. 91:1) [Weekly Bible reading; see w86 12/15 p. 29 par. 6.]
24. ‘Not forgetting all Jehovah’s doings’ is evidently linked to meditating appreciatively on “his doings,” his acts of loving-kindness as described in the 103rd Psalm. (Psalm 103:2) [Weekly Bible reading; see w99 5/15 p. 21 pars. 5-6.]
25. A proverb is a pithy saying that employs a likeness or comparison and is designed to make the hearer think. [si p. 107 par. 6]
Select the correct answer in each of the following statements:
26. Although he had reason to be angry over the treatment he experienced from Saul, David restrained himself because (he realized that Saul was imperfect and that God’s servants must be forgiving; he had clearly in mind his relationship with Jehovah; he knew that it was wrong to be judgmental). (1 Sam. 24:6, 15) [w99 8/15 p. 8 par. 7]
27. (Wisdom; Discipline; Righteousness) is a blend of many factors, including understanding, insight, shrewdness, and thinking ability; (goodness; understanding; good judgment) is the ability to see into a matter and discern its composition by grasping the connections between its parts and the whole, thus getting the sense of it. (Prov. 1:1-4) [w99 9/15 p. 13 par. 2]
28. Joseph’s strength to resist the immoral advances of Potiphar’s wife came from (his knowledge of the Law of Moses, which condemned fornication; a healthy fear of the weighty position of her husband; valuing his relationship with Jehovah). (Gen. 39:7-9) [w99 10/1 p. 29 par. 3]
29. The writer of Psalm 119 obviously had deep appreciation for (the word, or law, of God; the gift of life; the prospect of salvation), which is mentioned in nearly all of the psalm’s verses. [Weekly Bible reading; see w99 11/1 p. 9 par. 5; w87 3/15 p. 24 par. 2.]
30. In the first two chapters of Paul’s letter to the (Romans; Galatians; Hebrews), we find a number of quotations from the Psalms respecting the (superior position; baptism; earthly ministry) of Jesus Christ. [si p. 105 par. 28]
Match the following scriptures to the statements listed below:
Prov. 2:19; 14:15; 18:17; Rom. 10:17; Heb. 13:18
31. To acquire faith, a person must first find out what the Bible says and examine it carefully. [Rom. 10:17] [rs p.130 par. 3]
32. Christians cannot adopt business practices that are dishonest or that ignore the legitimate interests of others. [Heb. 13:18] [w99 9/15 p. 10 par. 2]
33. Those committing sexual immorality may reach the point of no return, namely death, before it is possible to recover. [Prov. 2:19] [w99 11/15 p. 27 pars. 4-5]
34. A wise and discerning person weighs the consequences of his actions and does not blindly follow some new trend simply because it is popular. [Prov. 14:15] [Weekly Bible reading; see g94 12/8 p. 16 par. 1.]
35. Even though a person’s argument may sound plausible and right, it is wise to hear both sides of a matter before coming to a conclusion. [Prov. 18:17] [si p. 111 par. 36]




Theocratic Ministry School Review (km 4/02 p.5)
Closed-book review on material covered in Theocratic Ministry School assignments for the weeks of January 7 to April 22, 2002. Use a separate sheet of paper to write down answers to as many of the questions as you can in the time allotted.
[Note: During the written review, only the Bible may be used to answer any question. References that follow the questions are for your personal research. Page and paragraph numbers may not appear on all references to The Watchtower.]
Answer each of the following statements True or False:
 1. At Ecclesiastes 2:2, the point that Solomon makes is that laughter and rejoicing should be avoided. [Weekly Bible reading; see w87 9/15 p. 24 par. 5.] False. Solomon is merely pointing out that seeking true happiness through merrymaking is “insanity” because it makes no sense; similarly, “rejoicing” in itself does not solve life’s problems.
 2. Far from being a book of pessimism, Ecclesiastes is studded with bright gems of divine wisdom and shows that calamitous occupations are those that ignore God. [si p. 114 par. 15] True.
 3. At Isaiah 1:7, the prophet refers to the desolation of Judah during Ahaz’ reign. [Weekly Bible reading; see ip-1 p. 17 par. 16.] False. In making this statement, Isaiah is likely employing a technique found elsewhere in the Bible—that of describing a future event as if it has already taken place, thus emphasizing the certainty of a prophecy’s fulfillment.
 4. “Standing before the throne and before the Lamb,” as mentioned at Revelation 7:9, indicates a heavenly location. [rs p. 167 par. 5] False. The expression “before the throne” literally means “in sight of the throne”; it indicates that the “great crowd” is in an approved condition; it does not require a heavenly location.
 5. Generously ‘honoring Jehovah’ with our resources—our time, talents, strength, and material possessions—results in rich spiritual blessings from Jehovah. (Prov. 3:9, 10) [w00 1/15 p. 25 par. 1] True.
 6. The modern-day ‘strange deed and unusual work’ foretold at Isaiah 28:21 refers to the destruction of the nations at Armageddon. [Weekly Bible reading; see ip-1 p. 295 par. 16; p. 301 par. 28.] False. It refers to the destruction of Christendom, which claims to serve God.
 7. As Matthew 24:38, 39 shows, indulgence in food and drink, along with other human activities, caused the people of Noah’s day to be swept away by the Deluge. [w00 2/15 p. 6 par. 6] False. None of the activities mentioned in the text are wrong in themselves; the people simply led a life centered on these “normal” things and “took no note” of Noah’s warning.
 8. Jehovah always grants the requests of his humble servants who unselfishly serve him. [w00 3/1 p. 4 par. 3] False. Although Jehovah God listens to the prayers of those who humbly seek to serve him, he does not always grant their requests; taking a long-range view of matters, he always acts in our best interests, in harmony with his stated purpose.
 9. The “nations” referred to at Isaiah 60:3 are individual political nations that have been attracted to God-given light. [Weekly Bible reading; see w00 1/1 p. 12 par. 4.] False. They refer to “a great crowd” of people out of all nations who have an earthly hope and who come to Jehovah for instruction. (Rev. 7:9)
10. Jehovah “sanctified” Jeremiah before he was born in that He fixed Jeremiah’s eternal destiny. (Jer. 1:5) [Weekly Bible reading; see w88 4/1 p. 10 par. 2.] False. Jehovah “sanctified” Jeremiah in that He determined that Jeremiah would be singled out for a special commission as a prophet.
Answer the following questions:
11. At Ecclesiastes 11:1, what is meant by ‘sending out bread’? [Weekly Bible reading; see w87 9/15 p. 25 par. 11.] Bread is the staff of life; to send it out on “the waters” is to part with something valuable; yet, ‘one will find it again,’ for in an unexpected way, the generous one will be repaid. (Luke 6:38) (Substance sufficient)
12. At Isaiah 6:8, whom does Jehovah include when he says “us”? [Weekly Bible reading; see ip-1 pp. 93-4 par. 13.] “Us” makes reference to Jehovah and his only-begotten Son, who later became the man Jesus Christ; this indicates that the only-begotten Son was depicted in the vision alongside Jehovah in the heavenly courts. (John 1:14; 12:41)
13. In fulfillment of Isaiah 9:2, how did “a great light” shine in Galilee? [Weekly Bible reading; see ip-1 p. 126 par. 17.] Jesus’ work while on earth and the blessings resulting from his sacrifice were aptly characterized as “a great light”; when the Messiah appeared, the eyes of many humble people were opened in a wondrous way. (John 1:9, 12) (Substance sufficient)
14. What modern-day parallel can be drawn concerning Babylon’s fall in 539 B.C.E. and her eventual total desolation? (Isa. 13:19, 20; 14:22, 23) [Weekly Bible reading; see ip-1 p. 188 pars. 30-1.] In 1919, Babylon the Great experienced a fall, no longer having power over God’s people; soon the world empire of false religion will be completely destroyed.
15. How has “the faithful and discreet slave” acted as the “lookout” described at Isaiah 21:6? (Matt. 24:45) [Weekly Bible reading; see ip-1 pp. 221-2 par. 11.] “The faithful and discreet slave” has kept on the watch, telling what it sees regarding the nearness of God’s day of judgment.
16. What wise advice for a young man seeking a marriage partner is found at Proverbs 31:10? [w00 2/1 p. 31 par. 1] Since seeking “a capable wife” requires effort, like searching for valuable corals, a young man should take his time and be selective so as to value his precious find highly.
17. At Isaiah 43:9, what challenge is issued to the gods of the nations? [Weekly Bible reading; see w88 2/1 p. 16 par. 3.] Jehovah challenges the gods of the nations to prove that they are gods by accurately prophesying and by producing witnesses to furnish evidence of their reliability and worthiness to be worshiped.
18. In what way are the feet of those who declare the good news of God’s Kingdom “comely”? (Isa. 52:7) [Weekly Bible reading; see w97 4/15 p. 27 par. 6.] Since the feet move a person as he goes out to preach to others, such feet really represent the person whose message of good news makes him a beautiful sight to his hearers.
19. What is it necessary for us to do in order to prevent our heart from deceiving us? (Jer. 17:9) [w00 3/1 p. 30 par. 4] We must be honest with ourselves, not making excuses when we do wrong; also, we should be willing to accept refining and testing by Jehovah, even though it may mean acknowledging drosslike traits that must be overcome. (Ps. 26:2)
20. What must those who ‘walk in Jehovah’s way’ do? (Jer. 7:23) [Weekly Bible reading; see w99 8/15 p. 29 par. 6.] They must be determined to render exclusive devotion to Jehovah, with complete faith in his promises and undeviating obedience to his laws and high standards. (Ps. 11:7)
Provide the word(s) or phrase needed to complete each of the following statements:
21. “The heart of the wise is at his right hand” in the sense that the “right hand” often denotes a position of favor; thus, this indicates that his heart motivates him to pursue a good, favorable course. (Eccl. 10:2; Matt. 25:33) [Weekly Bible reading; see w87 9/15 p. 25 par. 8.]
22. Among the beneficial lessons that are taught in the Song of Solomon are faithfulness, loyalty, and integrity to godly principles. [si p. 117 par. 16]
23. The despoiler of the cities of Judah, described at Isaiah 33:1, is Assyria, which would itself end up defeated in 632 B.C.E., leaving behind great spoil for the inhabitants of Judah, who would ‘gather it like the cockroaches.’ (Isa. 33:4) [Weekly Bible reading; see ip-1 p. 343 par. 4; p. 345 par. 6.]
24. A comparison of Isaiah 54:1 with Galatians 4:26, 27 reveals that the “barren woman” pictures “Jerusalem above”; and “the woman with a husbandly owner,” the nation of natural Israel. [Weekly Bible reading; see w95 8/1 p. 11 par. 8.]
25. When we meet with ridicule and rejection in our public ministry, we need to remember that such opposition is really directed, not against us personally, but against Jehovah, the Source of our message. (2 Cor. 4:1, 7) [w00 1/15 p. 21 par. 2]
Select the correct answer in each of the following statements:
26. When writing about his vision of Jesus’ heavenly glory, Paul refers to himself as one having been “born prematurely,” meaning that (he was newly spirit-begotten; he received an early appointment as apostle to the nations; it was as if he had been granted the honor of being born, or resurrected, to spirit life ahead of time). (1 Cor. 9:1; 15:8) [w00 1/15 p. 29 par. 6]
27. The title “Eternal Father” refers to the Messianic King’s power and authority to give humans (spiritual vitality; immortal life in heaven; the prospect of eternal life on earth). (Isa. 9:6; John 11:25, 26) [Weekly Bible reading; see ip-1 p. 131 par. 26.]
28. In the modern fulfillment of Isaiah 66:7, the “male child” that was brought forth represents (Jesus Christ; the Messianic Kingdom; a new spiritual nation in 1919). [Weekly Bible reading; see w95 1/1 p. 11 par. 3.]
29. A careful reading of Matthew 10:28 helps us to see that fiery Gehenna (is a place of conscious torment; represents eternal destruction; denotes estrangement from God). [rs p. 173 par. 3]
30. In the modern-day fulfillment, “the nation whose people have not obeyed the voice of Jehovah,” spoken of at Jeremiah 7:28, refers to (Babylon the Great; Christendom; the seventh world power). [Weekly Bible reading; see w88 4/1 p. 18 par. 10.]
Match the following scriptures to the statements listed below:
Prov. 24:16; Eccl. 3:11; Isa. 40:8; Rom. 10:15; 1 Pet. 4:6
31. In its own time, the proper place in which each work of God fits into his purpose will be revealed. [Eccl. 3:11] [Weekly Bible reading; see w87 9/15 p. 24 par. 8.]
32. The preaching of the good news to those spiritually dead provides an opportunity for them to repent. [1 Pet. 4:6] [rs p. 163 par. 5]
33. Although setbacks in life are unavoidable, the godly individual does not give up in striving to do what is fine. [Prov. 24:16] [w00 2/1 p. 5 par. 1]
34. God’s word, or stated purpose, cannot be annulled or hindered from being fulfilled. [Isa. 40:8] [Weekly Bible reading; see ip-1 pp. 401-2 par. 10.]
35. The apostles of Jesus made good use of Isaiah’s prophecy, applying it to the ministry. [Rom. 10:15] [si p. 123 par. 37]




Theocratic Ministry School Review (km 8/02 p.5)
Closed-book review on material covered in Theocratic Ministry School assignments for the weeks of May 6 to August 19, 2002. Use a separate sheet of paper to write down answers to as many of the questions as you can in the time allotted.
[Note: During the written review, only the Bible may be used to answer any question. References that follow the questions are for your personal research. Page and paragraph numbers may not appear on all references to The Watchtower.]
Answer each of the following statements True or False:
 1. Jeremiah 18:1-6 shows that Jehovah causes people to do things against their will. [Weekly Bible reading; see w99 4/1 p. 22 pars. 3-4.] False. Jehovah never uses his almighty power to make people do things against their will; nor is he responsible for defective products, as might be the case with a human potter; defects develop when those whom Jehovah tries to mold in a positive way resist his direction. (Deut. 32:4)
 2. The false prophets stole the force and effect of God’s words by encouraging the people to listen to lies rather than to the true warning from God. (Jer. 23:30) [Weekly Bible reading; see w92 2/1 p. 4 par. 3.] True.
 3. At Jeremiah 25:15, 16, “this cup of the wine of rage” that makes “all the nations . . . act like crazed men” refers to the stupefying effect of false religion. [Weekly Bible reading; see w94 3/1 p. 20 par. 13.] False. “This cup” is used to symbolize Jehovah’s will for the nations to drink of his divine vengeance; Jeremiah 25:17-26 lists the national groups that foreshadow the nations today.
 4. According to the way in which Jeremiah’s prophecy was applied by Matthew, “the land of the enemy” refers to the land of death, from which the young victims killed by Herod the Great would return by means of a resurrection. (Jer. 31:15, 16; Matt. 2:17, 18) [Weekly Bible reading; see w79 6/15 p. 19 par. 13.] True.
 5. Jeremiah 37:21 provides assurance that Jehovah can sustain his faithful servants during hard economic times. [Weekly Bible reading; see w97 9/15 p. 3 par. 4–p. 4 par. 2.] True.
 6. The book of Lamentations expresses deep sorrow over the destruction of Jerusalem in 607 B.C.E. by Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon. [si p. 130 par. 1] True.
 7. Lamentations 5:7 clearly shows that Jehovah directly punishes children for the sins of their parents. [Weekly Bible reading; see w88 9/1 p. 27 box.] False. While the bad consequences of wrongdoing are felt by future generations, individuals must personally render an account to God. (Jer. 31:29, 30; Rom. 14:12)
 8. The mark on the forehead referred to at Ezekiel 9:4 means that knowledge alone will save a person. [Weekly Bible reading; see w88 9/15 p. 14 par. 18.] False. It refers to evidence that the marked ones are dedicated, baptized Christians who have put on a Christlike personality.
 9. The “gifts in men” mentioned at Ephesians 4:8 are Christian elders, who are appointed by holy spirit and are given authority to care for the spiritual interests of fellow believers. (Acts 20:28) [w00 8/1 p. 6 par. 3] True.
10. In the modern-day application of Ezekiel chapter 23, Protestantism can be likened to Oholibah and Roman Catholicism, to her older sister Oholah. [Weekly Bible reading; see w88 9/15 p. 21 par. 22.] True.
Answer the following questions:
11. What three prophets were outstanding during the critical years from 617 to 607 B.C.E., which culminated in the destruction of Jerusalem? [si p. 133 par. 2] They were Jeremiah, Daniel, and Ezekiel.
12. How is genuine appreciation for Christ’s ransom sacrifice reflected, in response to the invitation at Luke 9:23? [w00 3/15 p. 8 par. 1] Genuine appreciation will profoundly affect our outlook, goals, and life-style, motivating us to learn more about the Christ and his loving Father; it will also move us to grow in faith, to live by God’s beneficial standards, and to be “zealous for fine works.” (Titus 2:13, 14; John 17:3) (Substance sufficient)
13. In what way did Jehovah ‘fool’ Jeremiah? (Jer. 20:7) [Weekly Bible reading; see w89 5/1 p. 31 par. 6.] Jeremiah evidently felt that he had reached his limit, but God “fooled” Jeremiah in that He used this imperfect man to accomplish what the prophet could not have done in his own strength.
14. What did Jesus mean when he said that the holy spirit “will teach you all things and bring back to your minds all the things I told you”? (John 14:26) [w00 4/1 p. 8 pars. 7-8] God’s holy spirit served as a remembrancer and imparted understanding, bringing back to the disciples’ minds the things they had previously heard from Jesus but had not fully understood.
15. According to Jeremiah 35:18, 19, what hope is held out for the modern-day Rechabite class? [Weekly Bible reading; see su p. 131 par. 7.] The ancient Rechabites were among the survivors of Jerusalem’s destruction in 607 B.C.E., foreshadowing the “other sheep,” who will survive the coming destruction of Christendom and all the rest of the world that independently goes its own way, refusing to acknowledge Jehovah’s sovereignty. (John 10:16) (Substance sufficient)
16. In what way were the Nephilim “mighty ones” and “men of fame”? (Gen. 6:4) [w00 4/15 p. 27 par. 9] Through mighty acts, undoubtedly involving violence and bloodshed, these superhuman offspring of disobedient angels made a fear-inspiring name for themselves as seemingly invincible. (Gen. 6:11, 13)
17. How did Baruch lose his spiritual balance, and what lesson can we learn from his experience? (Jer. 45:1-5) [Weekly Bible reading; see w97 8/15 p. 21 pars. 14-16.] Baruch began ‘seeking great things for himself,’ perhaps wealth, prominence, or material security, but then he heeded Jehovah’s correction and escaped with his life; we should avoid seeking similar things in view of the nearness of the end of this system of things.
18. When and how was the prophecy at Jeremiah 50:38 fulfilled? [Weekly Bible reading; see dp p. 150 pars. 2-3.] It was fulfilled in 539 B.C.E. when Cyrus the Persian diverted the waters of the Euphrates River, allowing his army to enter Babylon through the riverbed and capture it.
19. What does the fate of Jerusalem, “the virgin daughter of Judah,” portend for Christendom, according to Lamentations 1:15? [Weekly Bible reading; see w88 9/1 p. 27 box.] Just as Jerusalem, believed to be like an inviolate woman, was destroyed with great bloodshed, comparable to the squeezing of juice from grapes in a winepress, so Christendom will be crushed at God’s due time.
20. What is the significance of the statement “Remove the turban, and lift off the crown,” as recorded at Ezekiel 21:26? [Weekly Bible reading; see w88 9/15 p. 19 par. 16.] The active royal rulership of the typical kingdom of God in Jerusalem, as symbolized by “the crown” and “the turban,” ended; “the appointed times of the nations” began. (Luke 21:24)
Provide the word(s) or phrase needed to complete each of the following statements:
21. A modest person stays within the bounds of good behavior and acknowledges that there are limits to what he ought to do and is able to do. (Mic. 6:8) [w00 3/15 p. 21 pars. 1-2]
22. Although holy spirit may not remove trials or temptations, it can help us to endure them. (1 Cor. 10:13; 2 Cor. 4:7) [w00 4/1 p. 11 par. 6]
23. The prophet Daniel discerned from Jeremiah’s writings that Jerusalem’s desolation would last 70 years; the astounding accuracy of this strengthens faith in Jehovah’s power of prophecy. (Jer. 25:12; Dan. 9:2) [si p. 129 par. 37]
24. The book of Lamentations should inspire obedience and integrity in true worshipers and serve as a fearsome warning to those who disregard Jehovah God. [si p. 132 par. 13]
25. Abraham’s example of being yielding when handling a difference is an encouragement for us not to allow personal preference or pride to ruin our precious relationship with our brothers. (Gen. 13:5-12) [w00 8/15 p. 24 pars. 3-4]
Select the correct answer in each of the following statements:
26. Job valued Jehovah’s (knowledge; mercy; judgment) and thus dealt (insightfully; mercifully; justly) with his slaves. (Job 31:13, 14) [w00 3/15 p. 26 par. 1]
27. At Jeremiah 16:2-4, the prophet was commanded to remain single (to reflect his self-sacrificing spirit; to prefigure the course of singleness taken by the Messiah; to confirm the certainty of Jehovah’s word regarding Jerusalem’s destruction). [Weekly Bible reading; see w78 4/15 p. 31 par. 2.]
28. At Proverbs 4:7, wisdom refers to (being acquainted with facts; seeing how the facts relate to one another; putting knowledge and understanding to work). [w00 5/15 p. 21 par. 1]
29. No human can be absolutely certain as to the original Hebrew pronunciation of the divine name because Biblical Hebrew was originally written with (only vowels; only consonants). [rs p. 195 par. 1]
30. The chariot of God described in Ezekiel chapter 1 represents (God’s Messianic Kingdom; Jehovah’s angelic spirit organization; Jehovah’s communication with the remnant). [Weekly Bible reading; see w88 9/15 p. 11 par. 5.]
Match the following scriptures to the statements listed below:
Deut. 7:25, 26; Prov. 4:18; 5:21; Jer. 46:28; Rom. 15:4
31. This command provides a pattern as to how Jehovah’s people should view any images that they may formerly have venerated. [Deut. 7:25, 26] [rs p. 186 par. 3]
32. A particular way in which Jehovah provides comfort is through his written Word, which contains a marvelous hope for the future. [Rom. 15:4] [w00 4/15 p. 5 par. 4]
33. Parental discipline should not surpass reasonable limits nor go beyond its purpose of correcting and teaching. [Jer. 46:28] [Weekly Bible reading; see kl p. 148 par. 20.]
34. Since Jehovah enables his servants to understand his purpose in a progressive manner, increased knowledge often requires adjustments in one’s thinking. [Prov. 4:18] [rs p. 205 par. 4]
35. Any act of sexual uncleanness, regardless of how secret, is not hidden from the eyes of God. [Prov. 5:21] [w00 7/15 p. 31 par. 3]




Theocratic Ministry School Review (km 12/02 p.5)
Closed-book review on material covered in Theocratic Ministry School assignments for the weeks of September 2 to December 23, 2002. Use a separate sheet of paper to write down answers to as many of the questions as you can in the time allotted.
[Note: During the written review, only the Bible may be used to answer any question. References that follow the questions are for your personal research. Page and paragraph numbers may not appear on all references to The Watchtower.]
Answer each of the following statements True or False:
 1. Meditating on Jehovah’s marvelous qualities is a vital step in drawing close to him. (Ps. 143:5) [w00 10/15 p. 4 par. 6] True.
 2. The joining of the two sticks mentioned at Ezekiel 37:15-24 has a modern parallel in that in 1919 the faithful anointed ones were unified under Christ, their “one king” and “one shepherd.” [Weekly Bible reading; see w88 9/15 p. 25 par. 13.] True.
 3. Though higher critics of the Bible have called in question the historicalness of the book of Daniel, archaeological finds over the years have completely routed their assertions. [si p. 138 par. 4] True.
 4. When what we hear comes from a seemingly authoritative source or someone who claims to have great knowledge, there can be no solid reason to reject it as false. [w00 12/1 p. 29 pars. 7-8] False. Since carefully crafted arguments may come from apparently knowledgeable and authoritative sources who are “cunning in contriving error,” such arguments need to be ‘tested’ in the light of 1 John 4:1. (Eph. 4:14)
 5. The expression “the minor prophets” aptly describes the lesser importance of the last 12 books of the Hebrew Scriptures. [si p. 143 par. 1] False. This expression is more appropriately applied to the combined length of these inspired books of the Bible, which is less than that of Isaiah or Jeremiah.
 6. Amos was one of “the sons of the prophets” when Jehovah called him and sent him to prophesy to Judah and Israel. (2 Ki. 2:3) [si p. 148 par. 1] False. When called to public service by God, he was a raiser of sheep and was engaged in menial seasonal work as a nipper of figs. (Amos 7:14, 15)
 7. Obadiah 16 foretells national extinction for the Edomite people as a result of their hatred for Judah. (Obad. 12) [Weekly Bible reading; see w89 4/15 p. 30 box.] True.
 8. The “pure language” spoken of at Zephaniah 3:9 includes the proper understanding of the truth about God and his purposes. [Weekly Bible reading; see w01 2/15 p. 27 par. 18.] True.
 9. The reason that Jesus felt intense emotional pressure in the garden of Gethsemane is that he was concerned about how his death as a despised criminal would affect Jehovah and His holy name. (Matt. 26:38; Luke 22:44) [w00 11/15 p. 23 par. 1] True.
10. The “Philistine” that becomes “like a sheik in Judah,” as described at Zechariah 9:6, 7, prophetically describes members of the other sheep today who are trained by “the faithful and discreet slave” and given authority as needed. (Matt. 24:45) [Weekly Bible reading; see w95 7/1 p. 23 par. 14.] True.
Answer the following questions:
11. How can our responsibility to preach be compared to Ezekiel’s responsibility as a watchman? (Ezek. 33:1-11) [Weekly Bible reading; see w88 1/1 p. 28 par. 13.] Like Ezekiel, who was assigned to warn the Israelites that execution was coming upon them if they did not turn away from their bad ways, the watchman class and their companions have the responsibility to warn people of God’s coming judgment.
12. What parallel to Ezekiel’s vision regarding the dry bones was seen in modern times? (Ezek. 37:5-10) [Weekly Bible reading; see w88 9/15 p. 24 par. 12.] In 1918 the persecuted remnant of spiritual Israel became like the dry bones—killed as regards their public witnessing work; but in 1919, Jehovah revived them as Kingdom proclaimers.
13. What is the most convincing proof of divine inspiration of the book of Zechariah? [si p. 169 par. 5] The most convincing proof of the book’s divine inspiration is to be found in the fulfillment of its prophecies concerning Christ Jesus.
14. What is represented by the city in Ezekiel’s vision? (Ezek. 48:15-17) [Weekly Bible reading; see w99 3/1 p. 18 par. 22.] Because it lies in the midst of “profane” (nonsacred) land, it must be something earthly; it appears to picture the earthly administration that benefits all who will make up the righteous earthly society. (2 Pet. 3:13) (Substance sufficient)
15. How can it be reasoned on the basis of Isaiah 2:2-4 that events taking place in Israel today do not specifically fulfill Bible prophecy? [rs p. 223 par. 3] Today there is no “house of the God of Jacob” in Jerusalem, where the temple was formerly located, but, rather, an Islamic shrine; furthermore, there is no move on the part of Israel or its neighbors to “beat their swords into plowshares.”
16. What lesson can be learned from Daniel’s reaction to the king’s decree that no petition be made to any god or man other than the king for 30 days? (Dan. 6:7-10) [Weekly Bible reading; see dp p. 125 pars. 25-8.] Just as Daniel viewed any change in his routine of worship to be tantamount to compromise and did not want observers to conclude that he was fearful of men or that the king’s order superseded God’s law, we should be loyal and faithful to Jehovah.
17. In proclaiming what message of Jehovah has the remnant been like a lion among the nations? (Mic. 5:8) [Weekly Bible reading; see w81 7/15 p. 23 par. 10.] In proclaiming “the day of vengeance on the part of our God,” they have been like a lion for boldness, advising the adversaries of God’s established Kingdom that they will be destroyed at Armageddon by Jehovah’s Warrior King, Jesus Christ, “the Lion that is of the tribe of Judah.” (Isa. 61:1-3; Rev. 5:5)
18. What is meant by the expression “with his own rods you pierced the head of his warriors,” at Habakkuk 3:14? [Weekly Bible reading; see w00 2/1 p. 22 par. 15; w81 8/1 p. 29 pars. 6-7.] At Armageddon the enemies of God’s people will be thrown into suicidal confusion when Jehovah makes them turn their weapons against themselves.
19. What is indicated by the use of the word “probably” at Zephaniah 2:3? [Weekly Bible reading; see w01 2/15 p. 19 par. 8.] God’s promise is dependable, but the question is whether we will earnestly continue to do what is right in God’s eyes; there is no room for self-confidence, and we are reminded not to presume on God’s mercy.
20. According to Zechariah 8:6, in the years since 1919, how has Jehovah accomplished what might have seemed too difficult from a human standpoint? [Weekly Bible reading; see w96 1/1 p. 16 pars. 18-19.] In 1919, Jehovah’s spirit revived his people for the work ahead; since then, Jehovah has blessed his people with increase, strengthened them organizationally, and equipped them to do the work of preaching the good news worldwide.
Provide the word(s) or phrase needed to complete each of the following statements:
21. We speak to Jehovah by means of prayer, which is worshipful address to God; in turn, the principal means by which he speaks with us is through his written Word. (Ps. 65:2; 2 Tim. 3:16) [w00 10/15 p. 5 pars. 2-3]
22. Jesus Christ can be identified as Michael by comparing Jude 9 with 1 Thessalonians 4:16 (Revised Standard), where Jesus Christ’s command for the resurrection to begin is described as “the archangel’s call”; moreover, the name Michael means “Who Is Like God?,” evidently indicating that Jesus is the one who takes the lead in upholding Jehovah’s sovereignty and destroying God’s enemies. [rs p. 218 pars. 1-2]
23. “The going forth of the word to restore and to rebuild Jerusalem” occurred in 455 B.C.E., marking the beginning of 69 weeks of years, which ended with the appearance of the Messiah in 29 C.E. (Dan. 9:25) [Weekly Bible reading; see dp p. 190 par. 20–p. 191 par. 22.]
24. Joel 2:31, which tells of the sun turning into darkness, parallels Matthew 24:29, 30, where Jesus describes his coming as the Son of man with power and great glory. [si p. 147 par. 13]
25. Nahum’s prophecy concerning Assyria and its capital city, Nineveh, exalts Jehovah’s justice and supremacy and gives us confidence that Jehovah will mete out justice to all the wicked. [si p. 160 par. 11]
Select the correct answer in each of the following statements:
26. The book of Ezekiel emphasizes that Jehovah is (generous; humble; holy) and makes known that (the development of one’s personality; the sanctification of Jehovah’s name; being a good neighbor) is more important than anything else. [si p. 137 par. 33]
27. Ezekiel, who lived at the same time as Daniel, confirms that Daniel was an actual person, naming him along with (Noah and Job; Moses and Joshua; Elijah and Elisha). [si p. 138 par. 2]
28. In harmony with Daniel 2:34, 35, 45, the stone that strikes and crushes the image represents (Armageddon; hard-hitting judgment messages proclaimed by God’s people; the Messianic Kingdom). [si p. 142 pars. 20, 23]
29. The symbolic nation of locusts mentioned at Joel 1:4-6 represents (the nation of Israel; anointed Christians; the Roman armies). (Acts 2:1, 14-17) [Weekly Bible reading; see w98 5/1 p. 9 par. 9.]
30. “The kingdom of the Son of his love” mentioned at Colossians 1:13 is (the Messianic Kingdom; Christ’s rule over the Christian congregation from Pentecost of 33 C.E. onward; the Thousand Year Reign of Christ). [rs p. 232 par. 4]
Match the following scriptures to the statements listed below:
Hos. 6:6; Joel 2:32; Zech. 4:6, 7; 13:3; Rom. 12:2
31. We must not allow the cultural or secular standards of this system of things to shape our thinking. [Rom. 12:2] [w00 11/1 p. 21 par. 5]
32. What pleases God is, not a multitude of formalistically offered sacrifices, but expressions of loyal love based on knowing him. [Hos. 6:6] [Weekly Bible reading; see si p. 145 par. 16.]
33. Knowing, respecting, and relying on the person bearing the divine name is essential for salvation. [Joel 2:32] [Weekly Bible reading; see w89 3/15 p. 30 box.]
34. God’s purpose is accomplished, not because of any human power, but by means of his spirit, which enables his servants to overcome mountainous obstacles and to endure in divine service. [Zech. 4:6, 7] [si p. 169 par. 2]
35. The loyalty that marks Jehovah’s organization transcends every human relationship, such as that of close flesh-and-blood relatives. [Zech. 13:3] [si p. 171 par. 24]




Theocratic Ministry School Review (km 2/03 p.6)
The following questions will be considered orally at the Theocratic Ministry School during the week beginning February 24, 2003. The school overseer will conduct a 30–minute review based on material covered in assignments for the weeks of January 6 through February 24, 2003. [Note: Where there are no references after the question, you will need to do your own research to find the answers.—See Ministry School, pp. 36-7.]
SPEECH QUALITIES
 1. True or False: The key to accurate reading is making sure that what is read sounds right, even if it differs slightly from what is written. Explain. [be p. 83] False. What might sound correct to the reader may not always be accurate. In order to read accurately, one must read aloud exactly what is on the printed page without adding words, skipping words, ignoring parts of words, or exchanging one word for another. Accurate reading also involves correct pronunciation.
 2. Fill in the Blanks: In order to read accurately, one must practice, practice, practice and do so out loud. [be p. 85]
 3. Why is it important to speak clearly? (1 Cor. 14:8, 9) [be p. 86] When you enunciate carefully, others can understand what you say. Words that are clearly spoken are likely to be taken seriously. (Substance sufficient.)
 4. What are some things that can make speech indistinct, and what can we do in order to speak more clearly? [be pp. 87-8] Indistinct speech may result from failing to open the mouth wide enough, speaking too rapidly, or skipping syllables. Improvement can come from holding one’s head up, opening one’s mouth sufficiently, and learning to relax facial and throat muscles. (Substance sufficient.)
 5. What are some words used in the Theocratic Ministry School during the preceding two months that you feel you need to practice pronouncing correctly? [be p. 92] [Note to school overseer: Take note of words commonly mispronounced. Without causing embarrassment, indicate correct pronunciations. For example, after consulting the guidelines provided in the “New World Translation” and in a reputable dictionary, you could consider with the audience correct pronunciation(s) for the words “Bethphage,” “Thaddaeus,” and “the.”]
ASSIGNMENT NO. 1
 6. True or False: Our eyes can help us to listen. Explain. [be p. 14] True. The eyes strongly influence where our attention is directed. We can use our eyes to help us concentrate by keeping them on the speaker and following along as he reads Bible texts. If our eyes are diverted, we may miss much of what is presented from the platform.
 7. Fill in the Blanks: The earth, the moon, and the sun all serve as divinely provided time indicators. [si p. 279 par. 7]
 8. Fill in the Blanks: In Biblical usage, the term “day” can refer to a period of 12 hours, 24 hours, 1,000 years, or millenniums, the context indicating the sense in which it applies. [si p. 279 par. 8] (Answers may be given in any order.)
 9. How can the examples of Hannah, Mark, and Elijah help us to cope with discouragement? How can we use these examples to help others? [w01 2/1 pp. 20-3] Instead of becoming discouraged or nursing a grudge when misjudged by the high priest of Israel, Hannah frankly but respectfully set out the facts for him. Mark continued his active service, traveling with Barnabas rather than being crushed that the apostle Paul did not take him on a missionary tour. Elijah too had problems that briefly robbed him of his joy. Still, he relied on Jehovah for instruction and strength to carry out his prophetic assignment. These examples can help us to encourage those beset by discouragement to cope with their problems and to lead productive lives. (Substance sufficient.)
10. How does an understanding of ancient athletic games shed light on certain Bible verses? How should this information affect our lives? [w01 1/1 pp. 28-31] Understanding that ‘no notorious criminal was permitted to contend’ in ancient Greek games, we can better appreciate Paul’s comment at 2 Timothy 2:5 that one must ‘contend according to the rules’ in the race for life. Knowing that runners in ancient games were not weighed down by clothes or equipment helps us to understand Paul’s words at Hebrews 12:1 about ‘putting off every weight.’ Ancient races were demanding tests of strength and endurance, and this sheds light on Paul’s further words about running with endurance. The prize for winning ancient Greek footraces often consisted of wreaths of laurel, wild olive, or pine. This fact helps us to grasp the meaning of Paul’s words at 1 Corinthians 9:24, 25 that unlike the prize for winning athletic contests, the prize for Christian endurance is not perishable. Thus the apostle Paul well illustrated the rewards of meeting God’s requirements, abandoning a materialistic outlook, and enduring for the prize of everlasting life. (Substance sufficient.)
WEEKLY BIBLE READING
11. True or False: Since God’s Kingdom was established in heaven in 1914, it is no longer proper to pray, “Let your kingdom come.” (Matt. 6:10) Explain. [be p. 279; w96 6/1 p. 31] False. To pray “Let your kingdom come” is still proper and full of meaning because God’s now ruling heavenly Kingdom will yet act in a decisive way toward this earth, and this is what we have in mind when we utter expressions in prayer similar to the wording of the Lord’s Prayer.
12. True or False: Jesus’ words recorded at Matthew 11:24 mean that those whom Jehovah destroyed by fire in Sodom and Gomorrah will be resurrected. Explain. False. Jesus was not directly discussing eternal judgment and resurrection. His point was how unresponsive the people in Chorazin, Bethsaida, and Capernaum were and how unlikely it was that they would reform. Saying that it would be “more endurable” for Tyre/Sidon and Sodom/Gomorrah “on Judgment Day” was a form of hyperbole that Jesus need not have intended to be taken literally. Moreover, since the Bible uses Sodom/Gomorrah and the Flood as patterns for the destructive end of the present wicked system, it is apparent that those whom God executed in those past judgments experienced irreversible destruction.—2 Pet. 2:4-9; Jude 7. [w88 6/1 pp. 30-1]
13. Multiple Choice: The faithful and discreet slave mentioned by Jesus at Matthew 24:45-47 is (a) the Governing Body of Jehovah’s Witnesses; (b) all anointed Christians as a group on earth at any given time; (c) Jesus Christ himself. This slave supplies spiritual food at the proper time to the “domestics,” who represent (a) anointed ones as individuals; (b) the other sheep; (c) all readers of Christian publications. The Master appointed the slave over all his belongings in the year (a) 1914; (b) 33 C.E.; (c) 1919. [w93 5/1 pp. 16-18; see also w90 3/15 p. 14.]
14. Multiple Choice: The dragnet spoken of in Jesus’ illustration at Matthew 13:47-50 has included both the congregation of anointed Christians and (a) God’s Messianic Kingdom; (b) their other sheep companions; (c) Christendom. The dragnet represents an earthly instrument that professes to be God’s congregation and that gathers in “fish,” or humans professing to follow Christ. It has included both Christendom, which has collected vast numbers of unsuitable “fish” who did not have God’s approval, and the congregation of anointed Christians, the latter having continued to collect ‘fine fish,’ under the guidance of the angels, in line with Matthew 13:49. [w92 6/15 p. 20]
15. According to Jesus’ words recorded at Matthew 5:24, what should you do if you sense that you have offended a fellow worshiper? [g96 2/8 pp. 26-7] If your conscience reminds you that you have offended a fellow worshiper, you should initiate a calm discussion with the offended one in the spirit of Christian love, with the goal of making amends, often by means of an apology.




Theocratic Ministry School Review (km 4/03 p.6)
The following questions will be considered orally at the Theocratic Ministry School during the week beginning April 28, 2003. The school overseer will conduct a 30–minute review based on material covered in assignments for the weeks of March 3 through April 28, 2003. [Note: Where there are no references after the question, you will need to do your own research to find the answers.—See Ministry School, pp. 36-7.]
SPEECH QUALITIES
 1. What factors may contribute to a lack of fluency? [be p. 93] (1) Unfamiliarity with certain words; (2) slight pauses in too many places; (3) lack of preparation; (4) failure to organize material in a logical manner; (5) limited vocabulary; (6) emphasizing too many words; (7) lack of familiarity with rules of grammar.
 2. True or False: Pausing should be avoided, since it can allow people’s minds to wander and give them opportunities to interrupt. Explain. False. Properly placed pauses will help make the main ideas stand out clearly. Such pauses show that you have something to say that is worth hearing and remembering, thus making a more lasting impression. [be pp. 97-8]
 3. Of what value is proper sense stress to a speaker or a public reader? (Neh. 8:8) [be p. 101] Proper sense stress will add clarity to the delivery and help persuade, motivate, and hold the attention of the audience. (Substance sufficient.)
 4. How can one develop proper sense stress? [be pp. 102-3] One can develop proper sense stress by carefully studying the material that needs to be read, by identifying key words or word groups in sentences that need to be emphasized, by noting changes of thought, and by keeping in mind the main points that the audience will need to remember. (Substance sufficient.)
 5. What are the principal ideas that should be emphasized when reading aloud from a publication at a Bible study or at a congregation meeting? [be p. 105] The answers to the printed questions and the thoughts that relate to the boldfaced subheadings under which the material appears should be emphasized. (Substance sufficient.)
ASSIGNMENT NO. 1
 6. What can parents do to train children “in order that they may listen and in order that they may learn” at Christian meetings? (Deut. 31:12) [be p. 16] (1) Parents can bring their children to all congregation meetings, assemblies, and conventions. (2) At home they can arrange times for children to sit quietly and look at pictures or read. (3) Where practical, they can provide their children with personal copies of the publications used at meetings and help them to prepare to participate in the meetings. (Substance sufficient.)
 7. What is the spiritual paradise? [w01 3/1 pp. 8-10] The spiritual paradise refers to the environment that is “filled with the knowledge of Jehovah” and that has a luxuriant display of “the fruitage of the spirit,” allowing one to enjoy peace with God and one’s fellowman. (Substance sufficient.)—Isa. 11:9; Gal. 5:22, 23.
 8. How does Proverbs 8:1-3 show that godly wisdom is available to all, and according to Colossians 2:3, where can it be found? [w01 3/15 pp. 25, 28] Godly wisdom is pictured as “calling out,” ‘stationing itself’ wherever people may be, and being available in public places, such as at the gates and entrances of a town. All that one needs to know in order to display godly wisdom is embodied in Jesus. (Substance sufficient.)—Acts 4:12.
 9. How can we make God’s name known? (John 17:6) [be pp. 273-5] We can identify the true God by name in our conversations instead of simply using such labels as “God” or “Lord.” We can show people God’s name in the Bible and in other places, such as inscriptions on public buildings. It is also vital to call attention to the sovereignty, purpose, qualities, and standards of the One identified by the name. (Substance sufficient.)
10. What important details do people need to know concerning the “good news of the kingdom”? (Matt. 24:14) [be pp. 279-80] People need to know that in 1914, Jesus was installed as reigning King of the Kingdom of God. Thereafter, the Devil and his demons were hurled down to the earth. We are in the last days of this system of things, and soon God’s Kingdom will take decisive action to rid the earth of all opposers of God’s sovereignty and establish a righteous new world. (Substance sufficient.)—Dan. 2:44; 7:13, 14; Rev. 12:7-10; 21:2-4.
WEEKLY BIBLE READING
11. (a) In the first century, what was “the disgusting thing” mentioned at Mark 13:14? The Roman army with its distinctive ensigns. Such standards were virtual idols and were disgusting to the Jews. (Substance sufficient.) (b) To what did its “standing where it ought not” refer? Its attack on Jerusalem and the temple in 66 C.E. [w99 5/1 p. 15 par. 6]
12. How does Luke’s Gospel establish that Jesus was the natural heir to David’s throne? (Luke 3:23-38) [w92 10/1 p. 9 par. 3] Luke traces Jesus’ lineage through his natural mother, Mary, back to David. Matthew’s account, on the other hand, traces Jesus’ lineage back to David through his adoptive father, Joseph, showing that Jesus was the legal heir to the Davidic throne. (Substance sufficient.)
13. What was the point of Jesus’ statement recorded at Luke 12:2? Even though the wickedness of the Pharisees had been concealed by a show of piety, eventually it would be exposed. Later, Jesus’ disciples would boldly expose wicked Pharisaic hypocrisy at the risk of their own lives. (Substance sufficient.)—Luke 12:3-5. [gt 77]
14. In Jesus’ illustration of the lost drachma coin, why is the reaction of the angels remarkable? (Luke 15:10) How should their example affect us? The lost sinners of the illustration come in line for membership in God’s heavenly Kingdom. As a result, they attain a position in heaven higher than that of the angels themselves! But rather than feel jealous or slighted, the angels humbly appreciate that these sinful humans have faced and overcome situations that will equip them to serve as sympathetic and merciful heavenly kings and priests. (Substance sufficient.) [gt 85]
15. Which two covenants are mentioned at Luke 22:29? Jesus’ words “I make a covenant with you” have reference to the Kingdom covenant, which Jesus made with his followers. His words “just as my Father has made a covenant with me” apparently refer to Jehovah’s covenant with him to be a priest like Melchizedek, as expressed at Psalm 110:4. (Substance sufficient.) [w98 2/1 p. 17 par. 18; it-1 p. 524]




Theocratic Ministry School Review (km 6/03 p.6)
The following questions will be considered orally at the Theocratic Ministry School during the week beginning June 30, 2003. The school overseer will conduct a 30–minute review based on material covered in assignments for the weeks of May 5 through June 30, 2003. [Note: Where there are no references after the question, you will need to do your own research to find the answers.—See Ministry School, pp. 36-7.]
SPEECH QUALITIES
 1. Why is modulation important when giving a talk, and how may this be achieved? [be p. 111 box; p. 112 box] Proper modulation gives life to a talk, stirs emotions, and motivates to action, whereas the lack of it may give the impression that the speaker has no real interest in his subject. Proper modulation is achieved through changes in volume, pace, and pitch.
 2. Even though a speaker believes what he is saying and loves Jehovah, why may he lack enthusiasm? [be p. 115 pars. 3-4; p. 116 par. 1] A speaker may lack enthusiasm if he has merely prepared what he is going to say but has failed to prepare his heart by getting emotionally involved in his subject and by living it. (Ezra 7:10) A speaker must also be convinced that his audience needs to hear what he has to say.
 3. What will help a speaker to express warmth and feeling in a talk, and why is this important? [be p. 119 pars. 1-4] Warmth and feeling can be achieved when a speaker has the desire to help the audience. His tone of voice and facial expressions can convey warmth and feeling, which is essential if he wants to reach the hearts of those listening.
 4. What determines appropriate enthusiasm, warmth, and other emotions conveyed in a talk? [be p. 120 pars. 2-5] In large measure, this depends on the material that is being discussed. Is it a scathing denunciation or a compassionate plea? The speaker must give thought not only to words and ideas but also to the feeling that ought to accompany these. (Compare Matthew 23 and Genesis 44.)
 5. True or False: Gestures and facial expressions are of value only if your audience is looking at you. Explain. [be p. 121 par. 3] False. Even when your audience cannot see you, if you make appropriate use of gestures and facial expressions, your voice will more readily convey the importance of your message as well as your personal feelings about what you are saying.
ASSIGNMENT NO. 1
 6. What helped Josiah choose the right course in spite of a terrible childhood? (2 Chron. 34:1, 2) [w01 4/15 p. 27 pars. 1-6; p. 28 par. 4] The positive influence of the repentant attitude of his grandfather Manasseh; hearing “the words of the law”; a humble attitude; deep respect for Jehovah’s prophets and their message; and a firm resolve to do God’s will. (2 Chron. 33:10-13; 34:19-33)
 7. What is the meaning of Proverbs 9:7, 8a, and how can this be applied to the field ministry? [w01 5/15 p. 29 pars. 4-5] It is unwise to try to teach the truth of God’s Word to one who makes light of it or hates it and who therefore displays contempt for the teacher. In the ministry we should strive to reach honesthearted ones with the Kingdom good news and not get involved in debates and arguments with ridiculers.
 8. What did Jehovah mean when he told the Israelites, ‘You must not forget,’ and how can we avoid forgetting? (Deut. 4:9; 8:11) [be p. 20 pars. 1-3] The Israelites were not to become so wrapped up in personal pursuits that they failed to recall Jehovah’s dealings with them in a meaningful way. Regular Bible study and reading along with active participation in congregation meetings and in the field ministry can help ensure that Jehovah has a profound effect on our daily lives.
 9. How do David’s sincere expressions at Psalm 32:1, 5 and at Psalm 51:10, 15 show that a person need not feel worthless after committing a serious sin but expressing genuine repentance? [w01 6/1 p. 30 pars. 1-3] David felt a sense of relief after confessing his sin, accepting full responsibility for his actions and not justifying himself before Jehovah or attempting to blame others. He expressed a determination to press on in his service to God and, with Jehovah’s help, to cleanse his heart and make a new start.
10. What can be learned about caring for the needy from Paul’s instructions set out at 1 Timothy 5:3-16? [w01 6/15 p. 11 par. 1] The problems of destitute, elderly widows should be the concern of the congregation; relatives of the needy ones were, if able, to shoulder the responsibility of assisting them; widows had to meet certain requirements in order to qualify for assistance.
WEEKLY BIBLE READING
11. To what was Jesus referring when he used the expression “born again,” as recorded at John 3:3? [w95 7/1 pp. 9-10 pars. 4-5] Jesus was referring to being born from holy spirit. By this unique birth, imperfect men and women enter into a very special relationship with Jehovah God, becoming his adopted children with a view to a future heavenly inheritance.
12. In what way did Jesus use his education, and what valuable lesson can we learn from this? (John 7:15-18) [w96 2/1 pp. 9-10 pars. 4-7] Jesus’ education was from God, and he used it to glorify Jehovah, not himself. This teaches us that education should be used, not to glorify ourselves, but to bring praise to Jehovah.
13. Why is John 7:53–8:11 not included in the main text of the New World Translation? This passage is omitted by most of the early versions. It is evident that these verses are not part of John’s Gospel. They are spurious and uninspired. [it-2 p. 94 par. 5]
14. How did Jesus “come thus in the same manner” in which he ascended to heaven? (Acts 1:11) [w90 6/1 p. 11 par. 5] Jesus’ disciples alone saw him depart, even as only Jehovah’s Witnesses recognize his invisible return and presence, which began in 1914.
15. Why was it that “not a one of the others had the courage to join himself to [the disciples],” as stated at Acts 5:13? The exposure and execution of Ananias and Sapphira for their hypocrisy and deviousness served as a strong warning example. Afterward, no one with bad motives had the courage to join the disciples. [w90 6/1 p. 14 pars. 22-3]




Theocratic Ministry School Review (km 8/03 p.6)
The following questions will be considered orally at the Theocratic Ministry School during the week beginning August 25, 2003. The school overseer will conduct a 30–minute review based on material covered in assignments for the weeks of July 7 through August 25, 2003. [Note: Where there are no references after the question, you will need to do your own research to find the answers.—See Ministry School, pp. 36-7.]
SPEECH QUALITIES
 1. What benefits come from establishing eye contact while engaging in the ministry? [be p. 125 pars. 1-2; p. 125 box] Eyes that convey warmth and respect may tell much about what sort of person you are and help those to whom you speak feel more relaxed. Appropriate visual contact may also give you indications as to how to deal with various situations.
 2. If you get nervous before engaging in the ministry, what can help? [be p. 128 pars. 4-5] Along with carefully preparing and fervently praying to Jehovah, think of Jehovah’s mercy in inviting people to enjoy eternal life in Paradise; learn to focus your thoughts on the needs of others. It is good to remember that people have free will and can either accept or reject the message. Our assignment is simply to preach. (Matt. 24:14; Acts 4:29)
 3. What will help you to speak in a natural and conversational way when delivering a talk from the platform? [be p. 129 par. 2; p. 129 box] Giving principal attention to ideas and not to precise wording contributes to a natural, conversational style of delivery. Delivery may become stiff and formal if a person memorizes a talk or if his notes are too detailed.
 4. What effect should the principles found at Leviticus 16:4, 24, 26, 28; John 13:10; and Revelation 19:8 have on our personal appearance, and why is this important? [be p. 131 par. 3; p. 131 box] The Bible encourages us to be clean, both in our body and in our clothing, especially when going to a place of worship or sharing in the field ministry. Our personal appearance may influence how others view our Christian beliefs and the way of life we represent.
 5. Describe a person who is modest and has “soundness of mind.” (1 Tim. 2:9, 10) [be p. 132 par. 1] A person who is modest is concerned about needlessly offending others and does not draw undue attention to himself. A person who is sound in mind shows discretion and has good judgment. He respects godly standards and is willing to apply Bible guidelines in his life.
ASSIGNMENT NO. 1
 6. Although Christians must patiently put up with one another, what is not tolerated among them? (Col. 3:13) [w01 7/15 p. 22 pars. 7-8] Christians do not in any way approve of wrongdoing, nor are they blind to errors. (Gal. 6:1)
 7. True or False: An ordinal number is a full number. Explain. [si p. 282 pars. 24-5] False. An ordinal number indicates position in a series, such as first, second, third, but it does not indicate a full number. For example, when speaking of the 21st century, one does not mean that 21 complete centuries have elapsed. A cardinal number, by contrast, is a full, or whole, number.
 8. What is the purest motive we can have for reading God’s Word, and why is having such motivation important? [be p. 24 par. 1] Love for Jehovah is the purest motive we can have for reading his Word. Loving Jehovah with our “whole mind” will move us to apply our minds vigorously to take in knowledge of God. (Matt. 22:37)
 9. How does a wise person “treasure up knowledge”? (Prov. 10:14) [w01 7/15 p. 27 pars. 4-5] One must fill one’s mind with upbuilding knowledge of God, which is found in “all Scripture.” (2 Tim. 3:16, 17) The knowledge of the Scriptures must also reach one’s heart through habitual meditation.
10. Why are Job’s good habits noteworthy? (Job 1:1, 8; 2:3) [w01 8/1 p. 20 par. 4] Job’s good habits helped make him a man “blameless and upright.” He customarily, or habitually, acted as family priest in offering sacrifices in behalf of his children. (Job 1:5) In Job’s family, customs that centered on Jehovah’s worship were prominent.
WEEKLY BIBLE READING
11. How were the members of the governing body able to reach the “unanimous accord” that Gentile believers were not required to be circumcised in order to be saved? (Acts 15:25) First, Peter related that God gave uncircumcised Gentile believers the holy spirit, referring to the conversion of Cornelius and his household. (Acts 15:7-9) Next, Barnabas and Paul related their experiences among people of the nations who became believers. (Acts 15:12) Finally, James referred to Amos 9:11, 12. (Acts 15:13, 16) Thus, the facts and the inspired Scriptures made the right decision evident to all. [w90 6/15 p. 13 pars. 14-15]
12. How could the governing body ask that Paul carry out certain stipulations of the Mosaic Law when that Law had been canceled by Jehovah? (Acts 21:20-26) [it-1 p. 481 par. 3; it-2 p. 1163 par. 6–p. 1164 par. 1] The Mosaic Law was the law of the land in Judea. Where certain customs associated with it did not violate Christian principles or constitute a rejection of Christian doctrine, early Christians saw no conflict and complied with Jewish custom so as not to offend others needlessly.
13. What false accusations made against the apostle Paul remind us of remarks made against Jehovah’s Witnesses in recent times? (Acts 24:5, 6) [w01 12/15 p. 22 par. 7–p. 23 par. 2] Paul’s opposers accused him of subversive activities that amounted to causing civil disturbance among the general populace. They also claimed he was a leader of a bizarre cult because Christianity was different from orthodox Jewish belief. Additionally, he was charged with violating trespass laws in connection with temple grounds.
14. How did Paul set an example as a Kingdom proclaimer even when under house arrest for two years? (Acts 28:30, 31) Although under restriction, Paul did what he could under the circumstances, preaching and teaching with “the greatest freeness of speech.” From prison he wrote inspired letters to the Ephesians, the Philippians, the Colossians, and the Hebrew Christians, as well as to Philemon. [w90 6/15 p. 25 par. 20; Rbi8 p. 13 table]
15. In what way are “the superior authorities” part of “the arrangement of God,” and how should this affect Christians? (Rom. 13:1, 2) [w00 8/1 p. 4 par. 5] Human political governments are allowed temporarily to exist and exercise relative authority within the framework of God’s purpose. Christians willingly submit to their authority where it does not exceed the limits of God’s will for them.




Theocratic Ministry School Review (km 10/03 p.7)
The following questions will be considered orally at the Theocratic Ministry School during the week beginning October 27, 2003. The school overseer will conduct a 30–minute review based on material covered in assignments for the weeks of September 1 through October 27, 2003. [Note: Where there are no references after the question, you will need to do your own research to find the answers.—See Ministry School, pp. 36-7.]
SPEECH QUALITIES
 1. What is meant by the counsel given at 1 Timothy 2:9 to adorn oneself in “well-arranged dress,” and how might this affect our presentations from the platform or in the field ministry? [be p. 132 pars. 4-5] This principle applies to both men and women and means that our attire should be neat and orderly. Applying this principle reflects well on the individual Christian and on Jehovah’s organization. When others observe our “well-arranged dress,” they may be more inclined to listen to the message we proclaim.
 2. How should the Bible principles set out at 1 John 2:15-17, Ephesians 2:2, and Romans 15:3 influence our personal appearance? [be p. 133 pars. 2-4] Appreciation for what is said at 1 John 2:15-17 keeps us from dressing in a way that indicates a love of the world, that accentuates the desire of the sinful flesh, or that makes a showy display of our possessions. In applying Ephesians 2:2, we make sure that our appearance does not reflect the world’s rebellious spirit. Romans 15:3 draws attention to Jesus’ example of doing Jehovah’s will and helping others. Thus we avoid styles and grooming that might raise a barrier between us and those to whom we preach.
 3. Why is poise important, and how can we acquire poise when speaking from the platform or sharing in the ministry? [be p. 135 box; p. 136 par. 5, box] Our being poised will help the audience to concentrate on what we are saying rather than on us. We can acquire poise by relying on Jehovah, by preparing well, and by practicing aloud. (Ps. 55:22) We can also build our confidence by regularly participating in the field ministry, commenting at the meetings, and volunteering for extra assignments in the Theocratic Ministry School.
 4. As “the faithful and true witness,” how did Jesus set the example for us in using the Bible in the ministry? (Rev. 3:14) [be p. 143 pars. 2-3] Jesus frequently quoted, paraphrased, or alluded to the Scriptures when teaching others. (Matt. 4:3-10; 12:1-8; Luke 10:25-28; 17:32; 24:27, 44-47) He could truthfully say that what he taught was not of his own originality. (John 8:26; 14:10) We too should make it a practice to give Bible-based answers to questions.
 5. How can we become more proficient in the use of the Bible? (Titus 1:9) [be p. 144 par. 1, box] In order to ‘hold firmly to the faithful word as respects our art of teaching,’ we must have a good program of personal Bible reading and study. We should make it a practice to include scriptures in our comments at meetings. When faced with questions or decisions, we should always consider what the Bible has to say about the situation. When we do not know what the Bible says on a matter, we should be willing to do additional research.
ASSIGNMENT NO. 1
 6. What does study involve, and what are some of the benefits of a regular study of God’s Word? [be p. 27 par. 3; p. 32 par. 4] Study involves using our mental faculties in careful consideration of a subject. It includes analyzing what we read, comparing it with what we already know, noting reasons given for statements made, and thinking deeply on ideas that are new to us. Regular study of the Bible helps us to remain humble and keeps God’s Word alive in our hearts, shielding us from the deceptive power of sin. Thus, we will “walk worthily of Jehovah to the end of fully pleasing him as [we] go on bearing fruit in every good work.” (Col. 1:10; 3:5-10; Deut. 17:18-20; Heb. 2:1; 3:13)
 7. In harmony with James 1:5, 6, what is essential when we are faced with an important decision? [w01 9/1 p. 28 par. 4] Prayer is essential. We should confidently ask Jehovah for his guidance in making the right decision. Often, holy spirit will remind us of Bible principles that apply, or it might help us to understand more clearly a scripture that relates to our situation.
 8. What are pivotal dates, and why are they of great value? [si p. 282 par. 27] A pivotal date is a calendar date in history that has a sound basis for acceptance and that corresponds to a specific event recorded in the Bible. It is used as a starting point from which a series of Bible events can be located with certainty on the calendar.
 9. In what way is “the one bringing forth a bad report” stupid? (Prov. 10:18) [w01 9/15 p. 25 par. 3] When a person is maligned, he does not become fundamentally different simply because of the slanderous report. Perceptive listeners will come to see the malice behind the report and will think less of the slanderer. Thus the one spreading a bad report hurts himself.
10. How will humans come to appreciate Jehovah’s view of time more fully in the new world? [si p. 283 par. 32] In the new world, illness, death, idleness, boredom, and vanity will have vanished. Work will be absorbing and intriguing. As millenniums pass, humans on earth will come to appreciate more fully Jehovah’s view of time: ‘For a thousand years are but as yesterday.’ (Ps. 90:4; Rev. 21:4)
WEEKLY BIBLE READING
11. True or False: At 1 Corinthians 2:9, the apostle Paul is referring to things that Jehovah has prepared for his faithful people as an inheritance. Explain. [ip-2 p. 366 box] False. As the context shows, Paul is writing about Jehovah’s hidden wisdom regarding his purpose to bring about universal peace and unity. (1 Cor. 2:7) Those with little or no spirituality cannot discern or understand this deep wisdom, which is revealed only to those who have God’s spirit. (1 Cor. 2:10)
12. To what temptations do the words recorded at 1 Corinthians 10:13 apply, and how does Jehovah “make the way out”? [w91 10/1 pp. 10-11 pars. 11-14] These inspired words refer to any circumstance or situation common to mankind that might induce a person to be unfaithful to God. (1 Cor. 10:6-11) Jehovah makes the way out by supplying provisions to strengthen us spiritually. If we take advantage of such provisions, we will be able to resist temptation and maintain integrity even to death.
13. How does Jesus’ example of generosity affect Christians? (2 Cor. 8:9) [w92 1/15 p. 16 par. 10] Although Jesus was rich in heaven, he sacrificed such riches willingly and took up life as a poor human for the great benefit of those who would accept his ransom sacrifice. As followers of Jesus, we should be moved to give generously of ourselves and our resources to do Jehovah’s will and help others gain life.
14. How was the Law a “tutor leading to Christ”? (Gal. 3:24) [w02 6/1 p. 15 par. 11] A tutor in Paul’s day was a slave or servant who acted as a guardian of the children in a large household and escorted them to school. Similarly, while the Law was designed to enhance the Israelites’ awareness of sin, it served to protect them from degraded moral and religious practices and to lead them to the Messiah, who would teach them the way to salvation. (Gal. 3:19)
15. What are “the elementary things of the world” that we must be on guard against so as not to be led astray? (Col. 2:8) These include deceptive philosophy, fleshly wisdom, and worldly concepts that govern the lives of those who are not true Christians. Such things pose a threat to our spirituality and corrupt true Christian thinking. [w94 12/15 p. 16 pars. 12-13]




Theocratic Ministry School Review (km 12/03 p.5)
The following questions will be considered orally at the Theocratic Ministry School during the week beginning December 29, 2003. The school overseer will conduct a 30–minute review based on material covered in assignments for the weeks of November 3 through December 29, 2003. [Note: Where there are no references after the question, you will need to do your own research to find the answers.—See Ministry School, pp. 36-7.]
SPEECH QUALITIES
 1. Why is use of the Bible so important in the field ministry? [be p. 145 par. 2, box] The Bible has greater power to direct sheeplike people than anything that we might personally say. What a person sees in the Bible with his own eyes can make a deep impression.
 2. How does the context affect the way a scripture is introduced? [be p. 149] It identifies the one to whom the text being quoted is ascribed. For example, not all of the psalms were composed by David, and not all of the book of Proverbs was written by Solomon. The context also affects what may be said regarding who was being addressed, what subject was being considered, and what circumstances existed at the time the Bible account was written.
 3. Why is it important to emphasize the right words when reading a Bible text, and how can this be achieved? [be p. 151 par. 2, box] When the right words are given proper emphasis, the line of argument becomes clearer and easier for the audience to grasp. When analyzing a text, ask yourself: ‘Which words need to be emphasized in order to achieve the purpose for which this text is being read?’
 4. How do we apply Paul’s counsel to ‘handle the word of the truth aright’ when we teach others, and why is this important? (2 Tim. 2:15) [be p. 153 par. 2, box] To ‘handle the word of the truth aright,’ we must explain the scriptures in harmony with what the Bible itself teaches. This requires that we take into account the context and avoid private interpretation based on personal ideas or worldly philosophy. This is important because God’s will is that people come to “an accurate knowledge of truth.” (1 Tim. 2:3, 4)
 5. How did Paul ‘reason from the Scriptures’? (Acts 17:2, 3) [be p. 155 par. 5–p. 156 par. 1] Paul related facts regarding the life and ministry of Jesus, showed that these were foretold in the Hebrew Scriptures, and then gave a forceful conclusion. He quoted scriptures, isolated words or phrases, and then showed their significance.
ASSIGNMENT NO. 1
 6. When we use our foremost research tool, the Bible, to prepare a talk, why is it beneficial to (1) examine the context of verses, (2) check the cross-references, and (3) search with a Bible concordance? [be p. 34 par. 3–p. 35 par. 2] (1) Examination of the context helps us understand the meaning of Bible texts and provides details that can add life to a talk. (2) Cross-references provide insight and may highlight fulfillment of a Bible prophecy or of a Law covenant pattern; other cross-references may simply refer to helpful parallel thoughts or to biographical or geographic information. (3) Searching with a Bible concordance can help us locate scriptures that relate to the subject on which we are doing research and allow us to see evidence of “the pattern” of truth set forth in God’s Word. (2 Tim. 1:13)
 7. How is true loyalty reflected and toward whom? [w01 10/1 pp. 22-3] Being synonymous with loving-kindness, loyalty carries a strong sense of mutuality. If loving-kindness is demonstrated toward us, then we should loyally reciprocate. As a recipient of Jehovah’s loving-kindness, David was moved to worship and praise God. (Ps. 138:2) Loyalty to Jehovah includes loyalty to his Word and to his organization. Our loyalty must extend to our marriage mate, believing family, and friends.
 8. What indicates that Jehovah is an accurate timekeeper? (Dan. 11:35-40; Luke 21:24) [si p. 284 par. 1] In giving the vision of “the king of the north” and “the king of the south,” Jehovah’s angel several times used the expression “the time appointed.” Many other scriptures indicate that Jehovah is an accurate timekeeper, who accomplishes his purposes exactly on time.
 9. What factors should we keep in mind when deciding what points to use after doing research for a talk? [be p. 38] Use only points that contribute something worthwhile to the presentation of the subject. Make sure that the information is up-to-date and in line with the latest publications of Jehovah’s Witnesses. Be cautious when using information from secular sources, remembering that God’s Word is truth and that Jesus occupies the key role in the fulfillment of God’s purpose. (John 17:17; Col. 2:3) Our endeavor is to reflect God’s thinking. (Prov. 2:1-5)
10. Why is Jesus’ statement concerning “the days of Noah” relevant to our situation today? (Matt. 24:37) [w01 11/15 p. 31 pars. 3-4] Christians today are preachers of righteousness, urging people to repent. (2 Pet. 3:5-9) Noah obeyed Jehovah despite opposition and hardship. He and his family did not know exactly when God would bring the Deluge, but faith in God’s word sustained them through years of theocratic labor. (Heb. 11:7)
WEEKLY BIBLE READING
11. How does Paul’s letter to Philemon show that a Christian’s commission is to help individuals become Christians, not to promote social reform? (Philem. 12) Paul refers to Onesimus, a runaway slave, as “my child, to whom I became a father” and as “a brother beloved.” (Philem. 10, 16) Although Onesimus listened to Paul’s preaching and became a Christian, Paul did not declare him a free man but sent him back to where he legally belonged under the existing Roman social order, which permitted legal ownership of slaves. [w98 1/15 pp. 30-1; w62 pp. 653-6]
12. What is the difference between ‘drifting away,’ “drawing away,” and ‘falling away’? (Heb. 2:1; 3:12; 6:6) [w99 7/15 p. 19 par. 12; w86 6/1 p. 14 pars. 16-17; w80 12/1 p. 23 par. 8] ‘Drifting away’ from the truth is effortless and could start innocently with a few material things, worldly association, or speculation on Scriptural matters. “Drawing away” is wicked and involves standing off, or apostatizing. ‘Falling away’ is a deliberate rejection of the truth to the point of no return, which only Jehovah and Jesus can determine.
13. How can we avoid turning the expression “if Jehovah wills” into something trivial? (Jas. 4:15) [cj p. 171 pars. 1-2] We should avoid habitually using these words as a cliché to impress others or to justify decisions that we make. Rather, in any undertaking, such as carrying out the Biblical obligation to provide for our family, we should genuinely take into account God’s will and in our heart be determined to follow through.
14. What does it mean to ‘await and keep close in mind the presence of the day of Jehovah,’ and how can we do that? (2 Pet. 3:12) [w97 9/1 pp. 19-20] It means that we keep alert to and eagerly anticipate the arrival of “the great day of God the Almighty” at Armageddon. (Rev. 16:14) We can do that by remembering the “sayings previously spoken by the holy prophets” about Jesus’ presence in Kingdom power and the judgment of the ungodly. We should also keep in mind “the commandment of the Lord and Savior” to remain alert. (2 Pet. 3:2; Luke 21:34-36)
15. What important counsel for Christians today is found in the messages to the seven congregations mentioned in Revelation chapters 2 and 3? (Rev. 2:4, 5, 10, 14, 20; 3:3, 10, 11, 17, 19) In order to be Christian conquerors, we must not lose our spiritual momentum or love for the truth. We should expect to be fully tested and should be determined to prove faithful all our days. We must also reject immorality and apostasy, maintain spiritual wakefulness and endurance, and not allow apathy or materialism to affect us. [re p. 34 pars. 5-6; p. 38 par. 5; p. 44 pars. 10-11; p. 49 par. 7; p. 56 par. 7; p. 64 par. 20; p. 68 par. 8]




Theocratic Ministry School Review (km 2/04 p.7)
The following questions will be considered orally at the Theocratic Ministry School during the week beginning February 23, 2004. The school overseer will conduct a 30–minute review based on material covered in assignments for the weeks of January 5 through February 23, 2004. [Note: Where there are no references after the question, you will need to do your own research to find the answers.—See Ministry School, pp. 36-7.]
SPEECH QUALITIES
 1. What can we do to ensure that the practical value of the material being presented stands out to our audience and truly benefits them? [be p. 158 pars. 2-4] (1) We can present the material in a way that involves our listeners from the start. (2) Practical application of the material should be woven in periodically throughout the talk, not just in a few brief remarks in our conclusion. (3) Application of the material should be made in a way that will encourage our audience and “incite to love and fine works.”—Heb. 10:24.
 2. Why should we choose our words carefully? [be p. 160 par. 1 and second box] Words are powerful and can cause pain or impart encouragement. (Prov. 12:18, 25) Since our choice of words can influence how others react to what we say, we should be conscious of the need to search out “delightful words.”—Eccl. 12:10.
 3. What fundamental requirement of good speech is highlighted at 1 Corinthians 14:9, and how can we apply this principle in our teaching? [be p. 161 pars. 1-4] Our listeners should easily understand our speech. Simple well-chosen words, short phrases, and concise sentences are powerful and easy to grasp. When we use words that are readily understood, we show consideration for our audience and make it easier for them to remember what is said.
 4. As seen at Matthew 5:3-12 and Mark 10:17-21, what is one outstanding characteristic of Jesus’ teaching that we can imitate? [be p. 162 par. 4] Jesus’ teaching was simple. We can imitate the Great Teacher by expressing ourselves concisely. Our speech should uncover thought, not bury it. Our avoiding wordiness makes it easier for others to receive and retain accurate knowledge.
 5. In our ministry or when commenting at congregation meetings, why should we be interested in using words that convey vigor, feeling, and color? (Matt. 23:37, 38) [be p. 163 par. 3–p. 164 par. 1] Words that vividly convey ideas and mental impressions help engross our listeners in what we are saying, moving them to live it with us. Well-chosen words can reach hearts, inspire hope, encourage the downhearted, and stir love for the Creator.
ASSIGNMENT NO. 1
 6. What is the theme of a talk, and how can keeping it in mind be effective when selecting and organizing material for a talk? [be p. 39 par. 6–p. 40 par. 1] The theme of a talk is not a general subject but, rather, the main idea or specific aspect of the subject that will be discussed. Analyzing meaningful words in the theme and doing research in the publications with the theme in mind can help us to organize the material with our objective in mind.
 7. (a) What does it mean to be spiritually clean, and why can spiritual cleanness be considered the most important cleanness of all? To be spiritually clean means to maintain true worship and to remain separate from false worship, neither taking it up nor mixing it with true worship. Our prospects for everlasting life are involved in maintaining spiritual cleanness. (2 Cor. 6:17; Rev. 18:4) (b) How can Christians avoid acceptance of moral uncleanness that is common in the world? [w02 2/1 pp. 5-6] Acceptance of moral uncleanness can be expressed in one’s choice of entertainment and dress. Christians should avoid entertainment that features conduct that violates the Bible’s moral standards. Christians should also avoid wearing clothing that draws unnecessary attention to the anatomy, attiring themselves in a way that reflects modesty.
 8. Among all the principles contained in the Bible, which are the weightier ones? [w02 2/15 p. 5 pars. 1, 4, 6] The key principles in the Scriptures are those that have a direct bearing on our relationship with Jehovah. One of the key truths contained in the Bible is that Jehovah is our Creator, God Almighty, the Most High. (Ps. 83:18) This should make him the prime influence in our lives.—1 Cor. 10:31.
 9. What is empathy, and how has Jesus displayed this quality? [w02 4/15 p. 25 pars. 4-5] Empathy involves feeling another person’s pain in our heart. When Jesus Christ healed a deaf man who had a speech impediment, this was done privately, likely so as not to embarrass or startle him. (Mark 7:32-35) Sensing the pain of a widow about to bury her only son, Jesus used his power in harmony with God’s will and resurrected the young man. (Luke 7:11-16) Today, as High Priest, Jesus ‘sympathizes with our weaknesses.’—Heb. 4:15.
10. How does Proverbs 11:11 apply to congregations of Jehovah’s people? [w02 5/15 p. 27 pars. 1-3] Jehovah blesses townlike congregations in which spiritual people have influence and bring honor to him. Thus, we should turn a deaf ear to negative and slanderous speech, which causes deterioration, and strive to be peace promoters and integrity keepers.
WEEKLY BIBLE READING
11. What is represented by “the tree of life” mentioned at Genesis 2:9? The tree represented God’s guarantee of everlasting life to one who would be allowed to eat its fruit. Thus, after Adam and Eve sinned, it was necessary to evict them from Eden and prevent their reentry into the garden.—Gen. 3:22-24. [it-2 p. 247 par. 4; w99 4/15 pp. 7-8]
12. Why did Lot’s wife lose her life? (Gen. 19:26) [w90 4/15 p. 18 par. 10] Apparently, her attachment to her home and material possessions in Sodom was stronger than her love for God.—Luke 17:31, 32.
13. In the prophetic drama of Genesis chapter 24, who is pictured by (a) Abraham, (b) Isaac, (c) Abraham’s servant Eliezer, (d) the ten camels, and (e) Rebekah? (a) Abraham pictures Jehovah; (b) Isaac pictures the Lamb of God, Christ Jesus; (c) Eliezer pictures the holy spirit; (d) the ten camels picture the complete and perfect Word of God; and (e) Rebekah pictures the Lamb’s wife, the members of the bride class, numbering 144,000. [w89 7/1 pp. 27-8]
14. Did God predestinate Jacob and Esau? (Gen. 25:23) Jehovah was able to read the genetic pattern of the unborn twins. He may have considered this when foreseeing the qualities that each of the boys would develop and foretelling the outcome. (Ps. 139:16) But there is no indication here that he fixed their eternal destinies or that he predetermined how each event in their lives would turn out. [rs p. 142 par. 4]
15. In what way was Rachel a good example of one who put forth earnest effort that was blessed by Jehovah? (Gen. 30:1-8) [w02 8/1 pp. 29-30] Rachel cherished her heritage. She was well aware of Jehovah’s promise to bless Jacob. Her sister Leah, Jacob’s first wife, had been blessed with four sons while Rachel remained barren. (Gen. 29:31-35) Rather than give in to self-pity, she kept entreating Jehovah in prayer and took positive action in harmony with God’s will and her own petitions.




Theocratic Ministry School Review (km 4/04 p.7)
The following questions will be considered orally at the Theocratic Ministry School during the week beginning April 26, 2004. The school overseer will conduct a 30-minute review based on material covered in assignments for the weeks of March 1 through April 26, 2004. [Note: Where there are no references after the question, you will need to do your own research to find the answers.—See Ministry School, pp. 36-7.]
SPEECH QUALITIES
 1. When we are delivering a talk, why is it better to speak from an outline rather than read from a manuscript? [be p. 166 par. 3] Speaking from an outline makes it easier for us to be conversational and to speak from the heart. When our attention is focused on the audience, our listeners will sense that we are really thinking about them and adapting our material to fit their circumstances.
 2. In preparing for field service, how can we organize our thoughts into a mental outline? [be p. 167 par. 3] Have in mind an issue that concerns the community. Give careful thought to something specific that you could say about the subject, including a scripture or two. Be prepared to emphasize that Jehovah’s Kingdom in the hands of Jesus Christ is the government that will bring relief. Encourage your listener to take some action on what has been discussed.
 3. Using Acts 13:16-41 and Acts 17:2, 3, explain how Paul ‘proved logically that Jesus is the Christ.’ (Acts 9:22) [be p. 170 par. 2] First, Paul established common ground, namely, that the Jews professed to believe what the Hebrew Scriptures said about the Messiah. Next, from those Scriptures, he selected portions that dealt with the life and ministry of the Messiah and showed how they related to Jesus’ life. Then, Paul helped his listeners to draw the obvious conclusion that Jesus is the Messiah, or Christ.
 4. What are some advantages of extemporaneous delivery? [be p. 175 pars. 1-4] (1) Your speaking will be livelier and more down-to-earth, which will make it more interesting to your listeners. (2) You will have better visual contact with your audience. (3) Your listeners will be more inclined to feel that you know your subject well and that you sincerely believe what you are saying. (4) Your delivery will be more flexible, allowing you to make adjustments as needed. (5) Your own mind is stimulated, which helps you to relax, so that you can enlarge on some ideas or emphasize others.
 5. What potential pitfalls come with extemporaneous speaking, and what can help us to avoid them? [be p. 175 par. 5–p. 176 par. 3] The tendency to run overtime can be avoided by our sticking to the timing allowed for each section of the talk. The danger of overconfidence can be averted by our having humility and appreciation for the privilege of participating in our Grand Instructor’s program of education. Fear of forgetting our thoughts can be overcome through good preparation and reliance on God’s spirit. (Isa. 30:20; Rom. 12:6-8)
ASSIGNMENT NO. 1
 6. According to the account at Genesis 32:24-32, what did 97-year-old Jacob do to gain Jehovah’s blessing, and what does this teach us? [w02 8/1 pp. 29-31] Jacob kept Jehovah’s will in focus and cherished his heritage. He prayed earnestly for God’s blessing, and he took positive action in harmony with God’s will. This account teaches us that regardless of our age or how long we have served Jehovah, all of us can benefit from imitating the earnest effort demonstrated by Jacob. Never should we give up in our struggle to serve Jehovah whole-souled.
 7. What is “thinking ability,” and how can it prevent us from being thrown off balance and unnecessarily hurt? (Prov. 1:4) [w02 8/15 pp. 21-2] The Hebrew word rendered “thinking ability” comes from a root word that means “to plan or plot.” Thus, thinking ability involves the exercise of foresight as well as consideration of optional courses of action and the possible consequences of one’s actions. Since “there is no man that does not sin,” it should not surprise us that a Christian brother might annoy or offend us. Knowing this, we can prepare for that eventuality and meditate on how we should react. This will help us to avoid an impulsive reaction when provoked. (1 Ki. 8:46)
 8. How can public speakers make the Scriptures the basis for their talks? [be p. 52 par. 6–p. 53 par. 5] Rather than simply making statements and providing information, a speaker should endeavor to show how the truth under discussion is based on the Scriptures. Selected Bible texts can be examined, explained in context, illustrated, and applied. Public speakers should strive to help the audience understand the Bible and recognize what needs to be done in harmony with the divine will.
 9. In turning a talk outline into a meaty explanation of Scripture, a speaker must make what decisions? [be p. 54 pars. 2-4] A speaker must decide how much time he will devote to the development of individual subpoints. He needs to consider which points will best emphasize the Word of God, which will build appreciation for Jehovah and his provisions, which will help convey the main ideas of the talk, and which will most benefit the audience.
10. Why did Jehovah feed the Israelites with manna week after week, month after month, in the wilderness, and what can we learn from this? (Deut. 8:16) [w02 9/1 p. 30 pars. 3-4] Although some tired of this diet and found it distressing, evidently Jehovah provided it as a trial in order to teach humility and reliance on him. (Deut. 8:3) Our humility can likewise be tested by organizational refinements and explanations of Bible truth provided by Jehovah through “the faithful and discreet slave.” (Matt. 24:45-47)
WEEKLY BIBLE READING
11. As reflected at Genesis 37:12-17, what parallel do we find between Joseph’s course and that of Jesus? [w87 5/1 p. 12 par. 12] Despite his brothers’ animosity toward him, Joseph immediately set out to help them. (Gen. 37:5-11) In like fashion, Jesus gladly accepted Jehovah’s assignment here on earth, even though it would mean great suffering.
12. As can be seen in the account at Genesis 42:25-35, how did Joseph show compassion comparable to the compassion Jesus shows? [w87 5/1 p. 18 par. 10; p. 19 par. 17] After determining that the repentance of his half brothers was genuine, Joseph demonstrated a merciful attitude toward them by filling their sacks with grain, returning their money to them, and giving them provisions for their journey. Similarly, Jesus extends mercy to and provides for repentant “other sheep” today. (John 10:16)
13. How do the provisions made by the slave class today correspond with the distribution of grain in Joseph’s day? (Gen. 47:21-25) Under the direction of Jesus, the Greater Joseph, the slave class today goes to any Scriptural length to see that Jehovah’s dedicated Witnesses, as well as interested ones, receive life-sustaining spiritual food. Also, the slave has organized congregations and supplied these with ample Bible literature for use in their assigned fields. [w87 5/1 p. 15 pars. 3-4]
14. In saying, “I shall prove to be what I shall prove to be,” what was Jehovah revealing with regard to his name? (Ex. 3:14, 15) Jehovah revealed the significance of his name. This expression indicated that Jehovah becomes whatever is needed in order to accomplish his purposes. He would reveal himself as the Fulfiller of promises in a way that the Israelites’ forefathers had never known. (Ex. 6:2, 3) [w95 3/1 p. 10 par. 6]
15. What two inherent dangers in complaining are noted at Exodus 16:2, 3? [w93 3/15 pp. 20-1] First, complaining is contagious. Second, the complainer often exaggerates the problem. In this case, the Israelites asserted that they would be better off in Egypt, where they could eat as much bread and meat as they wished. They complained that they had been led into the wilderness only to die of hunger.




Theocratic Ministry School Review (km 6/04 p.3)
The following questions will be considered orally at the Theocratic Ministry School during the week beginning June 28, 2004. The school overseer will conduct a 30-minute review based on material covered in assignments for the weeks of May 3 through June 28, 2004. [Note: Where there are no references after the question, you will need to do your own research to find the answers.—See Ministry School, pp. 36-7.]
SPEECH QUALITIES
 1. What factors may cause us to lack conversational style or to sound too formal when speaking from the platform? [be p. 179 par. 4] Since the written word is usually different from the spoken word, if we repeat expressions exactly as they appear in print or read directly from an outline during a talk, our speech may not sound like conversation. Complicated sentence structure may also make a talk sound artificial or unnatural. We can maintain a conversational style if we express thoughts in our own words.
 2. Why is improvement of our voice quality not merely a matter of breathing properly and relaxing tense muscles? [be p. 181 par. 2] Good voice quality may also involve our personality. When we feel genuine concern for others, our voice shows it.
 3. As we share Bible truths with others, what practical steps can we take to “become all things to people of all sorts”? (1 Cor. 9:20-23) [be p. 186 pars. 2-4] Work to develop your powers of observation. By being observant we can learn things that can help us to display appropriate personal interest. Perhaps we can discern the householder’s occupation. Maybe there are decorations or slogans that give evidence of his religious beliefs. Sharing specific Scriptural information that has real meaning to people in our territory also shows that we care about their thoughts and are concerned about their welfare.
 4. What is involved in listening attentively in our ministry? [be p. 187] (1) Encouraging others to express themselves, then pausing long enough for them to reply. (2) Really listening when they speak. (3) Thanking them for expressing their viewpoint. (4) Tactfully asking questions in order to understand their thinking more clearly. (5) Preparing well so that we have our message clear in mind, which helps us to relax and to pay better attention.
 5. Why is it important to show respect for everyone we meet in our ministry? [be p. 190] Every human we meet has “come into existence ‘in the likeness of God.’” (Jas. 3:9) Each person is someone for whom Christ died and deserves to hear the good news in order to act on it and be saved.
ASSIGNMENT NO. 1
 6. What is the goal of those who impart theocratic instruction, and what will help us to reach this goal? (Matt. 5:16; John 7:16-18) [be p. 56 par. 3–p. 57 par. 2] Our objective in teaching others is to honor Jehovah. It ought to be our aim to avoid anything that would detract from that objective. So when planning what we will say or how we will say it, we do well to ask ourselves, ‘Will this deepen appreciation for Jehovah, or will it attract attention to me?’
 7. Why is it beneficial to draw contrasts when teaching, and how did Jesus employ this teaching method? [be p. 57 par. 3; p. 58 par. 2] Drawing contrasts helps others to see how the truth differs from other beliefs. Jesus differentiated between the popular understanding of the Mosaic Law and the true intent of the Law, between true godly devotion and the hypocritical acts of the Pharisees, between a self-exalting spirit and a self-sacrificing one, and between self-righteousness and true repentance. (Matt. 5:21-48; 6:1-18; 20:25-28; 21:28-32)
 8. In contrast with the Pharisees, how did Jesus’ teaching reach for the hearts of people? [be p. 59 pars. 2-3] Jesus taught heartfelt obedience motivated by love for God. (Matt. 15:8) He encouraged people to analyze their motives. (Mark 2:8) In contrast, the Pharisees bypassed weightier matters and put great emphasis on conformity to minute details and compliance with rules of their own making, which resulted in a mere outward appearance of holiness. (Luke 11:42)
 9. How can we help those whom we teach to apply what they learn, without making decisions for them? [be p. 60 pars. 1-3] While teaching a Bible principle, we can cite a situation from everyday life and ask our students how the Bible principle would help them to handle the situation wisely. When we explain and apply the Scriptures well, as Peter did at Pentecost, sincere truth-seekers will often be moved to consider appropriate action on their own. (Acts 2:37)
10. How should we respond to questions from others about matters for personal decision? [be p. 69 pars. 4-5] We should always respond kindly. (Col. 4:6) While we may know what we would do, we must keep in mind that each person is responsible for his own decisions in life. (Gal. 6:5) Thus, when someone asks us what we would do in a given situation, we should draw attention to Bible principles and examples or show the inquirer how to do his own research in order to ‘train his perceptive powers to distinguish both right and wrong.’ (Heb. 5:14)
WEEKLY BIBLE READING
11. Why did Moses have to follow closely “the pattern of the tabernacle and pattern of all its furnishings”? (Ex. 25:9) [it-2 p. 1058 par. 7] The pattern served as “a shadow of the heavenly things,” a reflection of the spiritual reality, and therefore had to be accurate to the least detail. (Heb. 8:5)
12. What can we learn from Aaron’s response to Moses regarding the golden calf incident? (Ex. 32:24) Attempts to excuse or justify oneself often sound ridiculous and make no sense. We should accept responsibility or blame for our mistakes. [g73 2/8 p. 3; w59 p. 626 pars. 2-3]
13. What can we learn from the Israelites’ demonstration of faith in obedience to Jehovah’s command at Exodus 34:23, 24? The going up to Jerusalem of all male Israelites three times a year to attend conventions was a test of faith in Jehovah’s promise. The Jews were surrounded by enemy nations. From a fleshly standpoint, these enemies had an easy opportunity to attack the land while all the men were at the festivals in Jerusalem. Likewise today, attending meetings and assemblies requires strong faith in the divine promise that our physical needs will be cared for if we seek first the Kingdom. (Matt. 6:33) [w98 9/1 p. 20; w67 p. 436]
14. What was the purpose of a communion sacrifice? (Lev. 3:1) It celebrated the blessed condition of peace with God enjoyed by those approved by him. The priests and the offerer partook of the sacrifice after the blood and fat were offered to Jehovah. In a beautiful and symbolic way, the offerer, the priests, and Jehovah God were sharing in a meal, signifying the peaceful relationship that existed among them. [w00 8/15 p. 15 par. 15]
15. How does the installation procedure in connection with Aaron, recorded at Leviticus 8:23, apply antitypically to Jesus? [it-2 p. 1113 par. 4; w68 p. 399 par. 24] During his sacrificial ministry of three and a half years on earth, Christ’s ear was continually attuned to the directions of Jehovah as expressed in the written Word. His physical and mental abilities and equipment were expended fully in doing the work assigned to him; he gave his best. And never did Jesus’ feet stray from the narrow path of integrity-keeping.




Theocratic Ministry School Review (km 8/04 p.7)
The following questions will be considered orally at the Theocratic Ministry School during the week beginning August 30, 2004. The school overseer will conduct a 30-minute review based on material covered in assignments for the weeks of July 5 through August 30, 2004. [Note: Where there are no references after the question, you will need to do your own research to find the answers.—See Ministry School, pp. 36-7.]
SPEECH QUALITIES
 1. How can we explain the reason for our hope “with a mild temper and deep respect”? (1 Pet. 3:15) [be p. 192 pars. 2-4] When we engage in the ministry, it would be unwise to expose flaws in the householder’s viewpoint in a manner that would deprive him of his dignity. It is better to ask the householder why he feels the way he does and then reason with him from the Scriptures. When speaking from the platform, rather than harshly criticizing or talking down to the audience, we should appeal to their love for God and their desire to serve him.
 2. Why is it important to speak with conviction? (Rom. 8:38, 39; 1 Thess. 1:5; 1 Pet. 5:12) [be p. 194] Others see that we firmly believe what we are saying. Our conviction can convey that we have something of great value to share, and it can help persuade others to consider seriously what we say and act upon it.
 3. How is conviction manifested? [be p. 195 par. 3–p. 196 par. 4] The words we use can do much to convey our conviction. (Hab. 2:3; John 5:19, 24, 25; Rom. 8:38; 14:14; 1 Tim. 2:7) If we are fully persuaded that what we are saying is true and of value to our audience, then our facial expressions, our gestures, and our body language will show it.
 4. What is tact, why is it important, and how can we balance this quality with firmness? (Rom. 12:18) [be p. 197] Tact is the ability to deal with people without giving needless offense. If we are tactful, people may be inclined to listen with an open mind to the good news. We can balance tact with firmness by remembering that regardless of how the Bible’s message is presented, some people will take offense at it. (1 Pet. 2:7, 8)
 5. Before speaking, what will a tactful person consider? (Prov. 25:11; John 16:12) [be p. 199] Being tactful often involves determining the right time to say things. We may not agree with everything a person says, but there is no need to make an issue over each unscriptural viewpoint he expresses. Rather, view objections as opportunities to gain insight into a person’s thinking. When possible, commend others for their strong religious feelings. (Acts 17:22)
ASSIGNMENT NO. 1
 6. How might our conversations and Bible study habits indicate the extent to which we have made progress in the truth? [be p. 74 par. 3–p. 75 par. 2] Those who have “put on the new personality” shun dishonest, obscene, or negative speech and, instead, “impart what is favorable to [their] hearers.” (Eph. 4:24, 25, 29) Those who have come to grasp the truth thoroughly do not divert time from spiritual obligations in order to pursue new ideas, causes, or forms of entertainment promoted by the world. (Eph. 3:18; 4:14) How we deal with others can also be an indicator of our spiritual advancement. (Eph. 4:32)
 7. What is meant by “buying out the opportune time for yourselves,” and how can we do that? (Eph. 5:16) [w02 11/15 p. 23] This involves “purchasing” time from less important activities and using it in a more profitable manner. By reducing time spent watching television, surfing the Internet, reading secular material, or excessively pursuing recreation, we will have more time available for “the more important things.” (Phil. 1:9, 10) These things include personal Bible study, which contributes to our spiritual growth and to a closer relationship with Jehovah. (Ps. 1:1-3)
 8. How do the Scriptures make it plain that all humans are equal before God, and how should this affect our ministry? [w02 1/1 pp. 5, 7] Acts 17:26 states: “[God] made out of one man every nation of men.” The Creator has not shown partiality based on social differences or circumstances. (Job 34:19) In death, all humans are the same. (Ps. 49:10; Eccl. 9:5, 10) Every individual exercising faith in Jesus Christ has the opportunity to gain everlasting life. (John 3:16) All of this should move us to take the good news to “all sorts of men” without distinction. (1 Tim. 2:4)
 9. What is the significance of the Creator’s unique name, Jehovah? [w02 1/15 p. 5] God’s name literally means “He Causes to Become.” It indicates that he proves to be whatever is needed to fulfill his purpose. (Ex. 3:14) This can be seen in the wide variety of titles that Jehovah bears. (Judg. 11:27; Ps. 23:1; 65:2; 73:28; 89:26; Isa. 8:13; 30:20; 40:28; 41:14) Only the true God can rightly bear the name Jehovah, for he alone can carry out his purpose with certainty. (Isa. 55:10, 11)
10. What made Abel’s sacrifice “of greater worth” than Cain’s, and what lesson can we draw from this regarding our “sacrifice of praise”? (Heb. 11:4; 13:15) [w02 1/15 p. 21 pars. 6-8] Although both Cain and Abel recognized their sinful state and desired God’s favor, Abel’s sacrifice was motivated by faith. It is likely that Cain gave little more than superficial thought to his offering and merely went through the motions of presenting it to God. For our “sacrifice of praise” in the ministry to be valuable to God, it must be an expression of love and faith and not mere formalism. (Rom. 10:10)
WEEKLY BIBLE READING
11. How can Leviticus 18:3 help us to avoid acquiring a twisted sense of right and wrong? (Eph. 4:17-19) (1, w02 2/1 p. 29) We must not walk as the nations do, which means that we do not allow our Bible-based conscience to be corrupted by the world’s twisted sense of right and wrong.
12. What was prophetically depicted by the “two loaves” that were presented by the high priest as “a wave offering” during the Festival of Weeks (Pentecost)? (Lev. 23:15-17) [w98 3/1 p. 13 par. 21] The two leavened loaves were made from the firstfruits of the wheat harvest. These loaves picture the 144,000 imperfect humans whom Jesus ‘bought for God’ to serve as “a kingdom and priests . . . to rule as kings over the earth.” (Rev. 5:9, 10; 14:1, 3) The fact that these heavenly rulers come from two branches of sinful mankind, Jews and Gentiles, may also be typified by the two leavened loaves.
13. In a case of adultery such as that noted in Numbers chapter 5, in what sense would a guilty woman’s ‘thigh fall away’? (Num. 5:27) [w84 4/15 p. 29] Evidently, “thigh” is used here euphemistically for the procreative organs. “Fall away” suggests that these organs atrophied, making conception impossible. This would harmonize with the fact that if the woman was innocent, her husband was to make her pregnant.
14. Why did Miriam and Aaron speak against Moses because of his Cushite wife? (Num. 12:1) Miriam desired greater prestige and authority. She might have been unduly concerned about losing some of her prominence to a suspected rival. Miriam got Aaron to join her in criticizing Moses for marrying a Cushite and in challenging his unique position before God. For this, Jehovah castigated both Miriam and Aaron, but the fact that only Miriam was stricken with leprosy may suggest that she was the instigator. [w02 10/15 p. 29; w84 4/15 pp. 29-30]
15. What was “the book of the Wars of Jehovah”? (Num. 21:14) It was a reliable historical record of the wars of Jehovah’s people. It may have begun with Abraham’s successful action against the four kings who had captured Lot and his family. (Gen. 14:1-16) It may also have documented military encounters that are not recorded in the Bible. [cl p. 64; w90 7/1 pp. 20, 23; it-1 p. 355]




Theocratic Ministry School Review (km 10/04 p.7)
The following questions will be considered orally at the Theocratic Ministry School during the week beginning October 25, 2004. The school overseer will conduct a 30-minute review based on material covered in assignments for the weeks of September 6 through October 25, 2004. [Note: Where there are no references after the question, you will need to do your own research to find the answers.—See Ministry School, pp. 36-7.]
SPEECH QUALITIES
 1. How can we keep the tone positive when giving a talk about some aspect of our Christian activity? [be p. 203 pars. 3-4] If we are confident that our fellow believers love Jehovah and want to please him, then what we say will reflect that confidence. (2 Thess. 3:4, 5; Philem. 21) Even when corrective counsel is needed, the tone of the talk can be kept positive if we emphasize primarily how to avoid wrongdoing, how to overcome difficulties, and how Jehovah’s requirements safeguard us. (Ps. 119:9-11)
 2. What is repetition, and why is it important? [be p. 206 pars. 1-4] Repetition is the restating of ideas that we especially want our listeners to remember. Jehovah God and Jesus Christ set the pattern for us in the use of repetition. (Deut. 6:5; 10:12; 11:13; Mark 9:34-37; 10:35-45) If our listeners remember what we say, then our words can influence what they believe and how they live.
 3. How can we emphasize the theme of our talks? [be p. 210 pars. 1-5, box] When preparing a talk, select main points and supporting details that will truly contribute to the development of the theme. From time to time during the delivery, repeat synonyms of key words or ideas from the theme.
 4. How can we determine the main points in a talk that we are assigned to give? [be p. 212 pars. 1-4] We can determine the main points by first considering what our listeners know about the subject. Next, we need to make sure that we have clearly in mind our objective in speaking to that audience. Using these two guidelines, we can evaluate the material and retain only what is needed.
 5. Why should we be careful not to have too many main points? [be p. 213 pars. 2-4] It is important to allow our listeners enough time to examine each main point so that it becomes firmly impressed on their minds. If our thoughts are clearly grouped under just a few main headings and we develop these one at a time, then our talks will be easy to follow and hard to forget.
ASSIGNMENT NO. 1
 6. What developments before the Flood might have made it difficult for people to believe that everything around them was going to end? [w02 3/1 pp. 5-6] The pre-Flood civilization had one language. (Gen. 11:1) People lived for hundreds of years and so could build on knowledge accumulated over centuries. Cain was able to build a city. (Gen. 4:17) There were achievements in fine arts. (Gen. 4:21) Men had developed technologies, which led to industries. (Gen. 4:22) These developments and people’s life-style made it hard for them to take note of Noah’s preaching “until the flood came and swept them all away.” (Matt. 24:38, 39; 2 Pet. 2:5)
 7. Why is it noteworthy that Jesus’ contemporaries addressed him as “Teacher” and not “Healer”? (Luke 3:12; 7:40) [w02 5/1 p. 4 par. 3; p. 6 par. 6] Jesus cured people of all forms of disease and disability, and this proved that he was the Messiah. It also provided the basis for faith in the promises of future physical healing. (Isa. 33:24) However, Jesus’ principal work was that of instructing people about the permanent, future solution to mankind’s problems—God’s Kingdom. (Luke 4:43)
 8. How does Proverbs 11:24, 25 highlight the value of having a full share in the field ministry? [w02 7/15 p. 30 pars. 2-4] “The one that is scattering” by preaching and teaching God’s Word increases his own understanding and appreciation of it. The one letting his knowledge remain idle, however, is in danger of losing what he has. Thus, by speaking and teaching freely in the ministry, we benefit not only others but also ourselves.
 9. What moral issue was raised by the rebellion in Eden, and what have been the results of that rebellion? (Gen. 3:1-6) [w02 10/1 p. 5 par. 6; p. 6 pars. 2-3] The issue raised was whether Jehovah properly exercised his rulership over his creatures. Did the Creator have the right to require full obedience from humankind? Might people be better off if they acted independently? Rebellion against Jehovah’s sovereignty has resulted in the condemnation of sin and death, which is seen in the war, injustice, oppression, and suffering that have characterized human history.
10. How is the date for the restoration of true worship in Jerusalem determined? [si p. 285 par. 5] Cyrus’ accession year began after his overthrow of Babylon in 539 B.C.E. During his first regnal year (which ran from Nisan 538 B.C.E. to Nisan 537 B.C.E.), Cyrus issued the decree of liberation for the Jews. (Ezra 1:1-3) By “the seventh month,” the Jews were back in their cities. (Ezra 3:1) This harmonizes with the fact that it would have taken appreciable time for the Jews to get organized and travel. Thus, the autumn of 537 B.C.E. is reckoned as the date of the restoration of true worship in Jerusalem.
WEEKLY BIBLE READING
11. Since Jehovah told Balaam to go with Balak’s men, why was He angry when Balaam went with them? (Num. 22:20-22) Jehovah told Balaam that he could not curse the Israelites, but the greedy prophet went with the intention of doing so in order to be rewarded by Moabite King Balak. (2 Pet. 2:15; Jude 11) For that reason, God’s anger blazed against Balaam. Like Cain, Balaam was headstrong in disregarding God’s will. (Gen. 4:6-8) [w84 4/15 p. 30 par. 2]
12. Can a Christian woman’s husband set aside her vows? (Num. 30:6-8) No, for Jesus’ followers are not under the Law. Jehovah now deals with people individually with regard to vows, and a Christian husband is not authorized to cancel or forbid them. Of course, a Christian wife should not make vows that conflict with God’s Word or her Scriptural duties toward her husband. (Eccl. 5:2-6) [w84 4/15 p. 30 par. 4]
13. What do the “cities of refuge” represent today? (Num. 35:6) [w95 11/15 p. 17 par. 8] They do not represent some geographical location on earth. Rather, they represent God’s provision for protecting us from death for violating his commandment about the sanctity of blood. (Gen. 9:6)
14. Is the command at Deuteronomy 6:6-9 to ‘tie God’s law upon the hand and upon the head as a frontlet band’ to be understood literally? No, the wording points to a figurative application. (Ex. 13:9; Prov. 7:2, 3) The Israelites were to keep God’s commands in view at all times. They were to retain God’s Law in the heart, teach it to their children, and demonstrate by action (as expressed by the hands) that they adhered to it. The people were to identify themselves publicly as upholders of Jehovah’s Law, just as if it were written between their eyes for all to see. [w84 7/15 p. 24 par. 1]
15. Does the expression “your mantle did not wear out” mean only that the clothing supply of the Israelites was replenished? (Deut. 8:4) No. The provision of the manna was a continuous miracle. So was the fact that the clothing did not wear out and their feet did not swell during the 40 years in the wilderness. If the clothing supply was merely renewed normally, that would have been no miracle. [w84 7/15 p. 24 par. 2]




Theocratic Ministry School Review (km 12/04 p.5)
The following questions will be considered orally at the Theocratic Ministry School during the week beginning December 27, 2004. The school overseer will conduct a 30-minute review based on material covered in assignments for the weeks of November 1 through December 27, 2004. [Note: Where there are no references after the question, you will need to do your own research to find the answers.—See Ministry School, pp. 36-7.]
SPEECH QUALITIES
 1. What is one of the best ways to arouse the interest of the audience in a subject? [be p. 218 par. 3] Get the audience involved. Show how their problems, needs, or questions relate to the subject. We should make it clear that we will go beyond generalities and will come to grips with specific aspects of the matter. This requires good preparation.
 2. List five characteristics of an effective conclusion. [be p. 220 par. 4–p. 221 par. 4] An effective conclusion should (1) be directly related to the theme, (2) show the audience what to do, (3) motivate them to do it, (4) have a note of finality, and (5) be of appropriate length.
 3. How can we ensure that our statements are accurate? [be p. 224 box] We should (1) resist pressure to give an answer when we are unsure, (2) base our comments on “the pattern of healthful words,” (3) do research, and (4) ascertain the accuracy of statistics and experiences and use them without exaggerating. (2 Tim. 1:13)
 4. How can we make sure that our presentations at the meetings reflect high regard for the congregation’s role as “a pillar and support of the truth”? (1 Tim. 3:15) [be p. 224 pars. 1-4] To uphold the truth, we must get the sense of the scriptures that we plan to use. When we take into account their context and intent, we ‘hold firmly to the faithful word.’ (Titus 1:9) If we base our talks on “the pattern of healthful words” and rely on the tools provided by the faithful and discreet slave class when explaining and applying the Scriptures, our statements will be accurate.
 5. When it comes to current events, quotations, and experiences, how may we apply Proverbs 14:15? [be p. 225 par. 1] We should obtain such items from reliable sources. In checking the accuracy of information, we should ask ourselves: ‘Is this up-to-date? Does the source have a reputation for accuracy? Can the statement be substantiated by other reliable sources?’ If we doubt the accuracy of an item, we should not use it.
ASSIGNMENT NO. 1
 6. How can the time from the Flood back to Adam’s creation be calculated? [si p. 286 par. 12] The 1,656 years of this period are set out in Genesis 5:3-29 and 7:6, 11. These verses identify the chain of men from Adam to Noah and tell how old each one was when he became father to the next.
 7. How can the date for the start of Jesus’ ministry be determined, and what basis is there for believing that it lasted just three and a half years? [si p. 291 par. 16] The pivotal date of 29 C.E. as the start of Jesus’ ministry is based on Luke 3:1-3 along with well-founded historical evidence pointing to 14 C.E. as the start of the reign of Tiberius Caesar. The reference to four Passovers in the book of John confirms the length of Jesus’ ministry as being three and a half years. (John 2:13; 5:1; 6:4; 12:1; 13:1)
 8. (a) When did “the word to restore and to rebuild Jerusalem” go forth? (b) How many years would elapse from that time until Jesus would appear as the Messiah? (Dan. 9:24-27) [si p. 291 pars. 18-19] “The word to restore and to rebuild Jerusalem” went forth in 455 B.C.E. (Neh. 2:1, 17) Sixty-nine weeks of years, or 483 years, would pass until Jesus was baptized and anointed with holy spirit as the Messiah in the autumn of 29 C.E.
 9. What is included in a sincere apology that results in ‘making peace with our brother’? (Matt. 5:23, 24) [w02 11/1 p. 6 pars. 1, 5] A sincere apology includes an admission of any wrongdoing, a seeking of forgiveness, and an effort to undo the damage to the extent possible. In turn, the one who was offended should be willing to make concessions and forgive the repentant wrongdoer. (Matt. 18:21, 22)
10. What does 2 Kings 13:18, 19 teach us about accomplishing God-assigned tasks? [w02 12/1 p. 31 pars. 1-2] Although Jehovah strengthens our hands in many ways, he also expects us to exert ourselves. Failing to exert himself zealously, King Jehoash had only limited success in fighting his enemies. The same principle applies to us. Rather than worrying about obstacles or difficulties, we should work zealously and wholeheartedly, looking to Jehovah for help. (Isa. 35:3, 4)
WEEKLY BIBLE READING
11. Why could the Israelites give to an alien resident or sell to a foreigner an unbled dead animal that they themselves would not eat? (Deut. 14:21) In the Bible, the term “alien resident” could refer to a non-Israelite who became a proselyte or to a settler who lived by basic laws of the land but who did not become a worshiper of Jehovah. Foreigners and alien residents who did not become proselytes were not under the Law and could use unbled dead animals in various ways. The Israelites were permitted to give or sell such animals to them. The proselyte, on the other hand, was bound by the Law covenant. As indicated at Leviticus 17:10, such a person was forbidden to eat the blood of an animal. [w04 9/15 p. 26]
12. What lesson is provided for us at Deuteronomy 20:5-7? Showing consideration to those with special circumstances should not be forgotten, even when the task at hand is important. [w04 9/15 p. 27]
13. Why was seizing “a hand mill or its upper grindstone as a pledge” likened to seizing “a soul”? (Deut. 24:6) A hand mill and its upper grindstone represented a person’s “soul,” or his means of life. Seizing either of these would deprive the entire family of its daily supply of bread. [w04 9/15 p. 26]
14. Since the Israelites were forbidden to eat any fat, what is meant by their eating “the fat of rams”? (Deut. 32:13, 14) The expression is here used figuratively and denotes the best of the flock. Such poetic usage is indicated by the fact that the same verse speaks of “the kidney fat of wheat” and “the blood of the grape.” [w04 9/15 p. 27]
15. What is a modern-day parallel to Achan’s sinful course? (Josh. 7:1-26) [w86 12/15 p. 20 par. 20] Since 1919, from time to time, greedy “oppressive wolves” who ignore theocratic order and pursue their own selfish way, like Achan, have appeared among God’s people. It has looked good to these greedy ones to go back to Babylonish teachings. Slyly they have tried to raise doubts about “the last days” and to slow down the work of Jehovah’s Witnesses. Such ones have had to be disfellowshipped. (Acts 20:29; 2 Pet. 3:3, 4; 2 John 10, 11)




Theocratic Ministry School Review (km 2/05 p.7)
The following questions will be considered orally at the Theocratic Ministry School during the week beginning February 28, 2005. The school overseer will conduct a 30-minute review based on material covered in assignments for the weeks of January 3 through February 28, 2005. [Note: Where there are no references after the question, you will need to do your own research to find the answers.—See Ministry School, pp. 36-7.]
SPEECH QUALITIES
 1. How can we make our speech more understandable? [be p. 226 par. 1–p. 227 par. 1] By using plain language as Jesus did in the Sermon on the Mount, favoring short sentences, emphasizing just a few main points, organizing our material, explaining unfamiliar terms, and not rushing from one scripture to another without providing sufficient explanation.
 2. What types of terms may require additional explanation? [be p. 227 par. 2–p. 228 par. 1] (1) Terms with a particular meaning to Jehovah’s Witnesses, such as “pioneer,” “circuit overseer,” and “Memorial”; (2) words in common use but not accurately understood, such as “soul,” “Armageddon,” and “fornication”; (3) Biblical terms associated with ancient customs and measurements, such as “cubit.”
 3. What approach will help us to present material in a way that truly informs our listeners? [be p. 231 pars. 1-3] We should stimulate our own thinking on the subject by asking what, why, when, where, who, and how. Instead of relying on facts that come readily to mind or repeating information that people already know, we should broaden our viewpoint by doing research.
 4. How can we make the reading of a familiar scripture informative to our audience? [be p. 231 pars. 4-5] We can break the text down and isolate portions that relate to our theme. When reading Micah 6:8, for example, we could ask, “What is ‘justice’? Whose standard of justice is being discussed? What does it mean to ‘exercise justice’?” Then we can apply the scripture with our theme, objective, and audience in mind.
 5. What might be the effect of encouraging our listeners to focus on details in a familiar Bible account? [be p. 232 pars. 2-4] Our listeners may be enlightened as we point out the context, the speaker, and the circumstances surrounding the writing of a Bible text. This can help them to read God’s Word more carefully and to grasp the importance of Bible events more clearly. (Matt. 22:41-45; Luke 20:37, 38)
ASSIGNMENT NO. 1
 6. What is included in teaching people to “fear the true God and keep his commandments”? (Eccl. 12:13) [be p. 272 par. 3–p. 273 par. 1] People must be taught that the Creator of heaven and earth is the only true God. He reliably foretells the future and fulfills his word as he has done in the past. All people are accountable to him. (Isa. 45:18, 21, 22; 55:10, 11; Acts 17:30, 31)
 7. How can we call attention not just to the name Jehovah but to the person behind the name? (Joel 2:32) [be p. 274 pars. 3-5] While teaching people that the Creator has a name, we can draw attention to the kind of God he is. (Ex. 34:6, 7) As we highlight the blessings of the Kingdom, God’s commandments, and his requirements, we can point out what these tell us about Jehovah’s qualities. Our aim is to build in people a wholesome fear of God, on whom our future life prospects depend. (Ps. 89:7; Rom. 14:12)
 8. How important is it to take in knowledge of Jesus and to bear witness to him? (John 17:3) [be p. 276 par. 1] Accurate knowledge of Jesus Christ is a requirement for everlasting life. God’s will is that all “openly acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord.” (Phil. 2:9-11) Therefore, as loyal servants of God, we cannot sidestep bearing witness to Jesus. (1 Tim. 2:3-7)
 9. How are having an approved relationship with God and an understanding of the Bible directly linked to appreciation for Jesus? [be p. 276 par. 2] According to John 14:6, it is through Jesus Christ alone that one can have an approved standing with and access to God. Jehovah made his only-begotten Son the key figure in the outworking of all His purposes. (Col. 1:17-20) Bible prophecy revolves around that fact. (Rev. 19:10)
10. How can we demonstrate that we truly believe that Jesus Christ is King? [be p. 277 par. 4] We back up our belief by keeping Kingdom interests first in life and by zealously preaching and making disciples. (Matt. 6:19-34; 24:14; 28:19, 20) We should also display genuine love in imitation of Jesus and in harmony with his “new commandment,” stated at John 13:34, 35.
WEEKLY BIBLE READING
11. Was Abraham’s father, Terah, a worshiper of idols? (Josh. 24:2) Terah initially was not a worshiper of Jehovah God. Likely he worshiped the moon-god named Sin—a popular deity in Ur. According to Jewish tradition, Terah might even have been a maker of idols. [w04 12/1 “Highlights From the Book of Joshua”]
12. Did Gideon lack courage to fulfill the assignment Jehovah had given him? Why do you so answer? (Judg. 6:25-27) Gideon’s courage is confirmed by Hebrews 11:32-38, which includes him among those who “became valiant in war.” But he also showed modesty and discretion in the way he carried out his assignment. He worked under cover of night when he would most likely pass unnoticed. Furthermore, he exercised due caution by taking along ten servants—perhaps so that some could stand guard while the rest helped him to destroy the altar and the sacred pole. [w00 8/1 p. 17 par. 12]
13. What can we learn from the way in which Gideon addressed the tribe of Ephraim? (Judg. 8:1-3) By his well-chosen, calming words, Gideon avoided what could have been a disastrous intertribal war. Those of the tribe of Ephraim may have had a problem with self-importance and pride. However, that did not stop Gideon from working to bring about a peaceful outcome. Likewise today, anger may well up within others and cause hostility toward us. We should acknowledge their feelings, and work to understand their views. [w00 8/15 p. 25 pars. 3-4]
14. What was indicated by the unwillingness of the people of Gibeah to extend hospitality? (Judg. 19:14, 15) Such an attitude was most unusual for an Israelite city. This unwillingness to show hospitality was evidence of a serious moral shortcoming, which became even more apparent as the evening progressed. Christians are admonished to “follow the course of hospitality.” (Rom. 12:13) [w05 1/15 “Highlights From the Book of Judges”]
15. If ‘each one was accustomed to do what was right in his own eyes,’ did this foster anarchy? (Judg. 21:25) No, for Jehovah made ample provisions to guide his people. He gave them the Law and the priesthood to educate them in his way. By means of the Urim and the Thummim, the high priest could consult God on important matters. (Ex. 28:30) Every city also had older men capable of providing sound counsel. When an Israelite availed himself of these provisions and did “what was right in his own eyes,” the result was good. [w05 1/15 “Highlights From the Book of Judges”]




Theocratic Ministry School Review (km 4/05 p.7)
The following questions will be considered orally at the Theocratic Ministry School during the week beginning April 25, 2005. The school overseer will conduct a 30-minute review based on material covered in assignments for the weeks of March 7 through April 25, 2005. [Note: Where there are no references after the question, you will need to do your own research to find the answers.—See Ministry School, pp. 36-7.]
SPEECH QUALITIES
 1. When preparing a talk, how do we make good use of our assigned material, and why is this important? [be p. 234 pars. 1-3, boxes] We make good use of our assigned material by building our talk around the assigned subject, scriptures, and main points. When we do this, we show appreciation for the spiritual feeding program arranged by the faithful and discreet slave class. (Matt. 24:45)
 2. How much of the assigned material should we attempt to cover in a talk? [be p. 234 par. 4–p. 235 par. 1] We should cover only what we can handle effectively in the allotted time, concentrating on portions that will help us to achieve the objective of the talk. We should not sacrifice good teaching and the development of important points in order to give a superficial summary of a lot of information.
 3. How might we use questions to encourage conversation in the field ministry? (Acts 8:30) [be p. 236 pars. 2-5] Many Witnesses encourage people to express themselves by choosing a topic of local interest and asking, “Have you ever wondered . . . ?” or “What do you think . . . ?” Once given an opportunity to express their own views, many people will be more inclined to listen to us.
 4. How might we use questions to help Bible students to use their “power of reason”? (Rom. 12:1) [be p. 238 par. 1] When discussing key points, we can use auxiliary questions to help students go beyond reciting printed answers. We could ask: “How does what we are discussing fit in with this other point that we have studied? Why is it important? How should it affect our lives?” By asking questions rather than expressing our own convictions, we are helping our students to use their own “power of reason.”
 5. What is the effect of the questions posed at Romans 8:31, 32 and Isaiah 14:27? [be p. 239 pars. 1-2] In both cases the inspired Bible writers were using questions to express conviction. The questions in these verses indicate that the ideas expressed cannot be denied. We can use such questions to add emphasis to our speech.
ASSIGNMENT NO. 1
 6. How do we ‘lay Christ as the foundation’ in our disciple-making work? (1 Cor. 3:11) [be p. 278 pars. 1-2] To ‘lay Christ as the foundation,’ we need to help people to exercise faith in Jesus’ ransom sacrifice as the basis for salvation. Students must be taught to view Jesus as their model and to consider the Gospels as the pattern to follow closely. (1 Pet. 2:21) We should encourage those whom we teach to ask themselves when faced with decisions: ‘What would Jesus do in this situation? Will my course show proper appreciation for what he has done for me?’ (John 14:15, 21)
 7. Since Jehovah conferred full ruling authority on his Son in 1914, what is our intent when praying, “Let your kingdom come”? (Matt. 6:9, 10) [be p. 279 par. 4] When we pray, “Let your kingdom come,” it is with the idea that God’s ruling Kingdom will act in a decisive way to fulfill such prophecies as Daniel 2:44 and Revelation 21:2-4. We are commissioned to proclaim the blessings that God’s ruling Kingdom will soon bring. (Matt. 24:14)
 8. Why should all Christians be interested in the ability to read, and how did Jesus set the example in this regard? [w03 3/15 p. 10 par. 5; p. 12 par. 2] Since God has provided his Word in written form, he expects his worshipers to be as literate as possible. Reading the Scriptures and Bible-based study aids with understanding makes it easier to apply God’s counsel and to ‘handle the word of the truth aright.’ (2 Tim. 2:15) Jesus was literate, for even at age 12, he was capable of having meaningful discussions with educated men at the temple. (Luke 2:46, 47)
 9. How can the examples of Josiah and Jesus help youths to make spiritual advancement? [w03 4/1 p. 8 pars. 3-4; p. 10 par. 3] Young King Josiah had God’s Word read to him. What he heard reached his heart and moved him to serve Jehovah and promote true worship even more fully. (2 Chron. 34:14-21, 33) Jesus viewed serving Jehovah not just as a goal but as a mission to be fulfilled. He found delight and satisfaction in doing God’s will. (John 4:34) To make spiritual advancement, youths must cultivate proper motivation that comes from knowing the Creator.
10. Why can we put our trust in God? (Prov. 3:5, 6) [w03 11/1 p. 4 pars. 6-7] We can trust in Jehovah God because he is holy and can never become corrupt or abusive. (Isa. 6:3) Moreover, God’s love influences everything he does. (1 John 4:8) In addition, he understands us better than anyone else does. (Ps. 139:1, 6)
WEEKLY BIBLE READING
11. Why did Hannah pray that Jehovah “give strength to his king” when there was no human king over Israel? (1 Sam. 2:10) That the Israelites would have a human king was foretold in the Mosaic Law. (Deut. 17:14-18) In his deathbed prophecy, Jacob said: “The scepter [a symbol of royal authority] will not turn aside from Judah.” (Gen. 49:10) Moreover, concerning Sarah—the ancestress of the Israelites—Jehovah said: “Kings of peoples will come from her.” (Gen. 17:16) Hannah, then, was praying about a future king. [w05 3/15 “Jehovah’s Word Is Alive—Highlights From the Book of First Samuel”]
12. What can we learn from the fact that Israel was defeated despite having the ark of the covenant in their midst? (1 Sam. 4:3, 4, 10) Attributing superhuman power to tangible objects brings disastrous results. Even an object as holy as “the ark of Jehovah’s covenant” did not prove to be a charm for protection. We must ‘guard ourselves from idols.’ (1 John 5:21) [w05 3/15 “Jehovah’s Word Is Alive—Highlights From the Book of First Samuel”; w02 7/1 pp. 6-8]
13. Why does 1 Chronicles 2:13-15 refer to David as the seventh son of Jesse, whereas 1 Samuel 16:10, 11 indicates that he was the eighth? The Scriptures state that Jesse “had eight sons.” (1 Sam. 17:12) One of his sons evidently did not live long enough to get married and have children. Having no descendants, he would have no claim in tribal inheritance nor any bearing on genealogical records of Jesse’s lineage. [w02 9/15 p. 31]
14. What “bad spirit” terrorized Saul? (1 Sam. 16:14) The bad spirit that deprived Saul of his peace of mind was the bad inclination of his mind and heart—his inward urge to do wrong. When Jehovah withdrew his holy spirit, Saul lost its protection and came to be dominated by his own bad spirit. Since God permitted that spirit to replace his holy spirit, this bad spirit is termed “a bad spirit from Jehovah.” [w05 3/15 “Jehovah’s Word Is Alive—Highlights From the Book of First Samuel”]
15. Was the prediction made by “Samuel” through the spirit medium in En-dor accurate? (1 Sam. 28:16-19) No. Saul was severely wounded in battle with the Philistines, but he died a suicide. (1 Sam. 31:1-4) And contrary to the prediction suggesting that all Saul’s sons would die with him, his son Ish-bosheth survived him. [w88 1/15 p. 3 pars. 3-4]




Theocratic Ministry School Review (km 6/05 p.3)
The following questions will be considered orally at the Theocratic Ministry School during the week beginning June 27, 2005. The school overseer will conduct a 30-minute review based on material covered in assignments for the weeks of May 2 through June 27, 2005. [Note: Where there are no references after the question, you will need to do your own research to find the answers.—See Ministry School, pp. 36-7.]
SPEECH QUALITIES
 1. Why are similes and metaphors powerful teaching tools? (Gen. 22:17; Ps. 1:3; Jas. 3:6) [be p. 240 pars. 2-4, box] Similes and metaphors paint vivid mental pictures with just a few words. When properly used, they can touch our listeners’ hearts and help them to remember what we have said better than if we had simply stated facts.
 2. Where can we find examples that teach valuable lessons, but what caution should we observe in this regard? [be p. 242 pars. 1-2] God’s inspired Word is full of living examples. Jesus referred to “the wife of Lot” and “the days of Noah.” (Luke 17:32; Matt. 24:37-39) As we become familiar with the Bible, we can draw on these examples. If we choose to use a modern experience, we should verify it, ensure that it serves a good purpose, and not allow it to divert attention from the objective of our presentation.
 3. What do we need to keep in mind when selecting illustrations that will be most effective? [be p. 244 pars. 1-2] Our illustrations should fit our audience. This requires that we observe life around us and consider carefully the activities and cultural background of our listeners. (Mark 2:22; 4:2-9; John 10:1-5)
 4. Why should we employ visual aids in our teaching, and how has Jehovah done so? [be p. 247 pars. 1-2, box] Visual aids can hold the attention of an audience. They make a clearer and more lasting impression than does the spoken word alone. Jehovah employed a variety of visual aids, such as the stars, a potter’s workshop, a bottle-gourd plant, and the tabernacle. (Gen. 15:5; Jer. 18:1-6; Jonah 4:6-11; Heb. 9:9, 23, 24)
 5. How can we use visual aids in the field ministry? [be p. 248 par. 1–p. 249 par. 2] We can refer to artwork, maps, time lines, and mathematical calculations that appear in our publications, asking the person to describe what he sees. (Amos 7:7, 8; 8:1, 2) We might also use our videos to teach vital truths.
ASSIGNMENT NO. 1
 6. What direction is there in God’s Word concerning the education of children? [w03 3/15 p. 12 par. 2; p. 14 par. 3] Jesus was literate, for even at the age of 12, he was capable of having meaningful conversations with educated adults. (Luke 2:42, 46, 47) He also learned a trade from his adoptive father, Joseph. Parents are charged with the responsibility to bring up their children “in the discipline and mental-regulating of Jehovah,” helping them to become ‘lovers of knowledge.’ (Eph. 6:4; Prov. 12:1)
 7. How did Jehovah show interest in David as a youth, and how did David show interest in Jehovah? [w03 4/15 p. 29 par. 4; p. 30 par. 3] Jehovah chose David, the youngest son of Jesse, as the future king of Israel, for He noted his potential. (1 Sam. 16:7) And David was constantly aware of his relationship with Jehovah and looked to him for guidance. (Ps. 25:4, 5)
 8. Why did Jehovah take note of Abel’s sacrifice, and of what does this assure us? (Gen. 4:4) [w03 5/1 p. 28 par. 4–p. 29 par. 1] Although Abel’s offering might be considered modest, it was taken from the choicest animals of his flock. It represented the best he had to offer. Abel must have given thought to his offering, as it reflected his faith. (Heb. 11:4) This assures us that Jehovah takes note of our ‘sacrifices of praise’ when they are truly made in faith and with heartfelt conviction. (Heb. 13:15)
 9. What is “the discipline of Jehovah” that Proverbs 3:11 admonishes us not to reject? [w03 10/1 p. 20 pars. 2-4] These words refer, not to discipline in general, but to discipline based on God’s lofty principles. Such discipline has many aspects—guidance, instruction, training, reproof, correction, and even punishment. It should not be rejected, since it is motivated by love with a view to teaching, refining, and benefiting us. (Heb. 12:11)
10. What is the meaning of “self-sufficiency” as used at 1 Timothy 6:6-8? [w03 6/1 p. 9 pars. 1-2; p. 10 par. 1] It means being content with the basic things, whatever our circumstances might be, as we rely on Jehovah and serve him. Self-sufficiency brings the satisfaction that comes from keeping our service to God in first place whether we have a little or a lot in a material way.
WEEKLY BIBLE READING
11. What did the uniting bond of love between Jonathan and David foreshadow? (2 Sam. 1:26) [w89 1/1 p. 26 par. 13] The superlative bond of love that existed between Jonathan and David is like the unity existing between the “other sheep” and the remaining anointed sheep as “one flock” under the “one shepherd,” Jesus. (John 10:16)
12. What can be learned from David’s first attempt to bring the ark of the covenant into Jerusalem? (2 Sam. 6:2-9) (1) Ignoring divine instructions brings calamity. (2) Even those who have a good relationship with Jehovah can occasionally react badly to trialsome situations. (3) We should always throw our burden upon Jehovah and never blame him for problems that result because we have ignored his instructions. [w05 5/15 “Jehovah’s Word Is Alive—Highlights From the Book of Second Samuel”; w96 4/1 p. 28 par. 5–p. 29 par. 1]
13. After David and Bath-sheba sinned, why did their son have to die, since Deuteronomy 24:16 and Ezekiel 18:20 say that a son is not to die for his father’s error? (2 Sam. 12:14; 22:31) Had human judges handled the case, the parents as well as the son in the womb would have lost their lives. (Deut. 22:22) The loss of the son might have helped David to realize more keenly how displeased Jehovah was with his sin. Further, we do not know about the health of the newborn. But we can be confident that Jehovah dealt with the matter justly. [w05 5/15 “Questions From Readers”; w86 3/15 p. 31]
14. How do we know that Ziba’s claim about Mephibosheth was a lie? (2 Sam. 16:1-4) An ambitious scheme would have been out of character for such an appreciative, humble man as Mephibosheth. No doubt he well knew the faithful record set by his father, Jonathan. Although a son of King Saul, Jonathan had humbly recognized David as Jehovah’s choice to be king over Israel. (1 Sam. 20:12-17) As a loyal friend to David, Jonathan would not have taught his young son to aspire to royal power. [w02 2/15 p. 15 ftn.]
15. Why was Mephibosheth’s reaction to his situation with Ziba a fine example for us? (2 Sam. 19:24-30) When it became known that Ziba had slandered Mephibosheth, David only partially righted the wrong. Yet, Mephibosheth did not protest David’s decision. He focused on the positive, rejoicing that Israel’s rightful king had returned safely. Mephibosheth truly set a sterling example by enduring a disability, slander, and disappointment. [w02 2/15 p. 15 par. 12]




Theocratic Ministry School Review (km 8/05 p.4)
The following questions will be considered orally at the Theocratic Ministry School during the week beginning August 29, 2005. The school overseer will conduct a 30-minute review based on material covered in assignments for the weeks of July 4 through August 29, 2005. [Note: Where there are no references after the question, you will need to do your own research to find the answers.—See Ministry School, pp. 36-7.]
SPEECH QUALITIES
 1. When sharing our hope with others, how can we let our “reasonableness become known to all men,” and why is this important? (Phil. 4:5; Jas. 3:17) [be p. 251 pars. 1-3, box] We show reasonableness by considering the background, circumstances, and feelings of the one to whom we are speaking. Coupling our firm convictions and zeal with discernment and willingness to yield when appropriate also demonstrates reasonableness. This is important because a blunt, dogmatic approach tends to close minds and hearts and is generally not well received.
 2. How will knowing when to yield help us deal successfully with others? [be p. 253 pars. 1-2] Though we may have powerful arguments to prove our point of view, there are times when it is better not to press a matter. Allowing wrong statements to pass unchallenged gives us the opportunity to focus the discussion on something that will accomplish more good. Remembering that Jehovah has endowed humans with the ability to make choices also aids us in knowing when to yield. (Josh. 24:15; Prov. 19:11)
 3. Why is skillful use of questions important when we help others to reason on a matter? [be p. 253 pars. 3-4] Questions, when used effectively, give people the opportunity to express what is in their hearts and to think and reason on the matter being considered. Instead of answering questions quickly and doing all the talking, we can use questions to help inquirers ponder and draw conclusions on what is being discussed. (Luke 10:25-37)
 4. What factors should be considered in order to make a presentation persuasive? [be p. 255 pars. 1-4, box; p. 256 par. 1, box] Our listeners will not believe or act on what we say unless they are convinced it is true. Therefore, we should make sure that what we teach is solidly based on God’s Word of truth, the Bible. (John 17:17) We should endeavor to supply satisfying evidence to support statements that we make. Rather than simply making assertions, we need to give others strong reasons for accepting what we say, keeping in mind that our listeners are fully justified in asking: “Why is that true?”
 5. What should we keep in mind if we decide to use corroborative evidence to support the reasonableness of the Scriptures? [be p. 256 pars. 3-5, box] Such evidence from a reliable source should demonstrate that what the Bible says is consistent with observable facts. It should fit our objectives and the needs of those to whom we are speaking. We should always start with the inspired Word of God as our primary source of accurate information and then point to findings of science or to quotations of scholars to support our argument.
ASSIGNMENT NO. 1
 6. What clear evidence testifies to the historicity of Jesus? [w03 6/15 pp. 4-7] Jesus is the most influential man in history. First-century historians Josephus and Tacitus referred to Jesus and his disciples, as did second-century writer Pliny the Younger. Jesus’ teachings, such as those found in the Sermon on the Mount, have affected the lives of millions of people. (Matt., chaps. 5-7) The message of Jesus’ impalement, included in the Bible but unattractive to many, bears witness to the truthfulness of the Bible account of Jesus’ life and ministry. (1 Cor. 1:22, 23) In addition, the zealous ministerial activity of Jesus’ followers in spite of intense opposition supports the historicity of Jesus. (1 Cor. 15:12-17)
 7. How does ‘the mouth of the upright ones deliver them,’ and how does the very house of the righteous ones “keep standing”? (Prov. 12:6, 7) [w03 1/15 p. 30 pars. 1-3] Upright individuals know what is right and what is wicked. They exercise caution and wisdom to avoid danger, and they warn or help others to do the same. They remain staunch supporters of what is right even in the face of adversity.
 8. Since the Bible is not written in the form of a list of dos and don’ts, how can we ‘perceive what the will of Jehovah is’? (Eph. 5:17) [w03 12/1 p. 21 par. 3–p. 22 par. 3] Perceiving the will of Jehovah involves discerning what is pleasing or displeasing to him. A specific law or list is not required to figure out everything. If one is on a diet, a list of every single item to be avoided or included in the diet is not necessary. Similarly, when listing the works of the flesh, the apostle Paul referred to “things like these” that disqualify one from Kingdom blessings. (Gal. 5:19-23) The use of perceptive powers gives individuals the opportunity to display heartfelt appreciation and their desire to please God.
 9. What Bible principles when applied can help one to cope with poverty or unfavorable economic circumstances? [w03 8/1 p. 5 pars. 2-5] Ecclesiastes 7:12 helps one to realize that while money may provide a measure of security, godly wisdom is of greater value. It can protect us now and help us secure everlasting life. Luke 14:28 encourages one to recognize priorities and to budget resources in order to cover necessary expenditures. First Timothy 6:8 and Matthew 6:22 recommend contentment with the necessities of life as one focuses attention on serving God with everlasting life in view.
10. How should Jehovah’s example in freely giving affect us? (Matt. 10:8) [w03 8/1 pp. 20-2] At great cost to himself, Jehovah in his undeserved kindness arranged for his Son to die a sacrificial death, providing the basis for everlasting life. (Rom. 3:23, 24) This should motivate us to offer ourselves willingly and to take “life’s water free” to the people. (Rev. 22:17; Ps. 110:3) While God’s servants are encouraged to ‘look intently toward the payment of the reward,’ we should serve God out of love and not for selfish reasons. (Heb. 6:10; 11:6, 26)
WEEKLY BIBLE READING
11. What was signified by the two pillars named Jachin and Boaz at the entrance to the temple built by Solomon? (1 Ki. 7:15-22) The name of the right-hand pillar, Jachin, means “He Will Firmly Establish.” The name of the left-hand pillar, Boaz, evidently means “In Strength.” Since Hebrew is read from right to left, the pillars conveyed the thought “he will firmly establish in strength.” These were freestanding pillars that did not support any part of the building. It seems that their underlying significance was that God firmly established the temple in strength and approved of true worship carried on there. [1 Ki. 7:21, ftns.; it-1 p. 348 par. 2; w66 p. 32]
12. Was Solomon’s gift of 20 cities in the land of Galilee to King Hiram of Tyre in harmony with the Mosaic Law? (1 Ki. 9:10-13) The Law as stated at Leviticus 25:23, 24 could have been regarded as applying only to an area occupied by the Israelites. It is possible that the cities Solomon gave to Hiram were inhabited by non-Israelites, although lying within the boundary of the Promised Land. (Ex. 23:31) Solomon’s action could also have been an indication of his failure to comply completely with the Law, as when he ‘increased horses for himself’ and took many wives. (Deut. 17:16, 17) Whatever the case, Hiram was dissatisfied with the gift. Perhaps the cities were not well-kept by their pagan inhabitants, or it may be that they were not ideally located. [w05 7/1 p. 29]
13. What lesson can we learn from the disobedience of “a man of God”? (1 Ki. 13:1-25) We must be constant in faultlessly walking in Jehovah’s ways. We must always seek his direction, especially at critical and perplexing moments in life. We must never push ahead presumptuously, either with our own ideas or upon the urgings of someone else even if that person may occupy a responsible position or claim to occupy such a position in God’s organization. [w05 7/1 “Jehovah’s Word Is Alive—Highlights From the Book of First Kings”; w98 9/1 p. 23; w62 p. 114 par. 14]
14. In what way did King Asa of Judah demonstrate his courage, and what can we learn from his example? (1 Ki. 15:11-13) King Asa rid Judah of idols and male temple prostitutes. He also removed his apostate grandmother from her position and burned her “horrible idol.” Likewise, we should actively promote pure worship through our preaching and teaching, taking a firm stand against apostasy. [w05 7/1 “Jehovah’s Word Is Alive—Highlights From the Book of First Kings”; w93 11/15 p. 17 par. 20]
15. How does the incident involving King Ahab and Naboth illustrate the danger of self-pity? (1 Ki. 21:1-16) King Ahab began to pity himself after Naboth refused to sell him a plot of land. Ahab’s wife, Queen Jezebel, refused to take Naboth’s no for an answer and arranged to have him falsely accused of blasphemy and stoned to death. As illustrated in the case of Ahab, the person who yields to self-pity is pursuing an undesirable course. Because self-pity is an excessive, unbalanced concern with oneself, it can be very hurtful. It can make a person morose and petty, as it did King Ahab. It draws a person’s attention inward to such an extent that loving concern for others dwindles or even disappears. One who gives in to self-pity may come to look at serious matters in a distorted way and, therefore, may manifest poor judgment. Self-pity may also weaken a person spiritually and, worse, lead him to compromise under pressure, sacrificing his clean standing before God. [w77 p. 547]




Theocratic Ministry School Review (km 10/05 p.7)
The following questions will be considered orally at the Theocratic Ministry School during the week beginning October 31, 2005. The school overseer will conduct a 30-minute review based on material covered in assignments for the weeks of September 5 through October 31, 2005. [Note: Where there are no references after the question, you will need to do your own research to find the answers.—See Ministry School, pp. 36-7.]
SPEECH QUALITIES
 1. How can we ensure that our teaching from God’s Word reaches the figurative heart of people? (Matt. 13:19) [be p. 258 pars. 1-2, box] We must strive to reach the heart—the feelings and motivations—of people, which may result in their drawing close to God. Helpful in this regard is discerning what has already influenced their heart. Then we should strive to focus on strengthening positive qualities, such as love and godly fear. Affecting inner feelings in this way is vital in order to help others learn to please Jehovah.
 2. What can help us to draw out what is in someone’s heart, but of what must we be mindful? [be p. 259 pars. 1-2] Such questions as “How do you feel about . . . ?” or “What convinced you that . . . ?” stimulate thinking and help the teacher discern what is in the heart of a student. When asking questions, a teacher needs to be tactful and discerning so that the student does not feel as if he is being interrogated. A discerning teacher or instructor listens carefully in order to determine the feelings behind the words and how best to respond with Bible-based information, which will motivate the student. (Prov. 16:23)
 3. When we teach, why is it important that we emphasize Jehovah’s marvelous qualities? [be p. 260 par. 1] Emphasizing Jehovah’s qualities, such as goodness, mercy, and undeserved kindness, stirs the heart and builds love for God. When we take the time to get our listeners to reflect on Jehovah’s attributes, they are helped to draw close to God and to develop a stronger personal relationship with him. Such a heartfelt discussion will often strike a responsive chord in the inner person, since we are made in God’s image and likeness. (Gen. 1:27)
 4. How can we help our Bible students to discern areas in which they need to make improvements? [be p. 260 par. 4–p. 261 par. 1] We should make it clear to them that their personal conduct makes a difference. Their behavior can bring sorrow or rejoicing to the Creator. (Ps. 78:40-42; Prov. 27:11) We can help our Bible students to appreciate the blessings that result from keeping God’s laws and to see obedience, not as a burden, but as a way to express our devotion to Jehovah as a person. (Ps. 19:11; Isa. 48:17)
 5. What can we do to help our Bible students or listeners analyze their motives for doing things? [be p. 262 pars. 2-3] When we teach, we should encourage our students or listeners to ask themselves: ‘Why do I want to do this? Is my motive in selecting this course of action one of appreciation for all that Jehovah has done for me? True, I might comply with God’s requirements, but how do I feel about them?’ (Ps. 37:4) We should encourage our Bible students or listeners to pray to Jehovah for strength and faith to fear his great name. (Ps. 86:11)
ASSIGNMENT NO. 1
 6. What is meant by “earnestly seeking” Jehovah, and how can we demonstrate that we are doing this? (Heb. 11:6) [w03 8/15 p. 25 par. 2; p. 26 pars. 1-2; p. 27 par. 2] “Earnestly seeking” involves intense, concerted effort, even “bold persistence,” in harmony with God’s will. (Luke 11:8; 1 John 5:14) We can show that we are earnestly seeking Jehovah’s approval by wholeheartedly applying ourselves in whatever theocratic activity may be open to us. This would include preparing well for meetings, striving to improve the quality of our ministry, and making ourselves available for expanded service.
 7. What is “the pattern of healthful words,” and how can elders show that they hold to it? (2 Tim. 1:13, 14) [w03 1/1 p. 29 par. 3–p. 30 par. 1] At 1 Timothy 6:3, Paul referred to “healthful words” as “those of our Lord Jesus Christ.” Since Jesus’ words harmonize with ‘all Scripture that is inspired of God and beneficial for teaching,’ “the pattern of healthful words” refers by extension to all Bible teachings. (2 Tim. 3:16, 17) Elders should stick to God’s Word when teaching in the congregation and should avoid espousing human wisdom or personal ideas. (2 Tim. 4:2) The same principle applies to preaching outside the congregation. (2 Tim. 4:5)
 8. What is meant by the designation “Bible canon,” and what are some factors that determine the canonicity of a Bible book? [si p. 299 pars. 5-6] The designation “Bible canon” refers to the collection, or list, of Bible books that are accepted as true and inspired. Among the factors that determine the canonicity of a Bible book are the following: It must deal with Jehovah’s affairs in the earth, it must turn men to his worship, and it must stimulate deep respect for his name and for his work and purposes in the earth. The book must give evidence of divine inspiration. It must not appeal to superstition or creature worship, but it must appeal to love and service of God.
 9. Why is the Muratorian Fragment, which dates to the latter part of the second century C.E., of particular note in confirming the canonicity of the Christian Greek Scriptures? [si p. 302 par. 19] This Latin catalog’s reference to Luke as the third Gospel indicates that it first mentioned Matthew and Mark. It also refers to John as “the fourth book of the Gospel.” The fragment makes mention of the apostle Paul’s letters to congregations as well as his letters written to individuals. Other books of the Bible that are accepted as canonical down to this day are also mentioned.
10. What authority for Bible translation do the Scriptures themselves give, and what purpose has been served by ancient Bible translations? [si p. 307 par. 9] God’s word to Israel “Be glad, you nations, with his people” and Jesus’ prophecy that the good news of the Kingdom would be preached in all the inhabited earth for a witness to all the nations provide justification for Bible translation. (Deut. 32:43; Matt. 24:14) Ancient translations of manuscripts confirm the high degree of faithfulness to the original Hebrew text.
WEEKLY BIBLE READING
11. Does 2 Kings 13:21 support the belief in veneration of relics? This account was of a miracle involving the lifeless bones of one of God’s prophets. Since Elisha was dead and “conscious of nothing at all” at the time of the miracle, this resurrection must be attributed to the miracle-working power of Jehovah God, who effected it by means of his holy spirit, or active force. (Eccl. 9:5, 10) It is also noteworthy that the Scriptures do not say that Elisha’s bones were ever venerated. [w05 8/1 “Jehovah’s Word Is Alive—Highlights From the Book of Second Kings”]
12. Had Hezekiah made an alliance with Egypt? (2 Ki. 18:19-21, 25) No. Rabshakeh’s accusation was false, as was his claim to have come with “authorization from Jehovah.” Faithful King Hezekiah relied solely on Jehovah. [w05 8/1 “Jehovah’s Word Is Alive—Highlights From the Book of Second Kings”]
13. Although the Assyrian annals do not specifically mention Jehovah’s stunning defeat of Sennacherib, what do you find interesting about what is stated in those records? (2 Ki. 19:35, 36) Sennacherib’s annals, recorded on both the Oriental Institute Prism and the Taylor Prism, say: “As to Hezekiah, the Jew, he did not submit to my yoke, I laid siege to 46 of his strong cities, walled forts and to the countless small villages in their vicinity, and conquered (them) . . . Himself I made a prisoner in Jerusalem, his royal residence, like a bird in a cage.” Sennacherib said that “the terror-inspiring splendor” of his lordship overwhelmed Hezekiah. Yet, he did not say that he captured Hezekiah or conquered Jerusalem, as he had said about the “strong cities” and “small villages.” This is a tacit admission, which testifies to the accuracy of the Bible record regarding the destruction of the elite of Sennacherib’s troops. [w88 2/15 p. 28 par. 2]
14. Who was the father of Shealtiel? (1 Chron. 3:16-18) First Chronicles 3:17, in harmony with Matthew 1:12, indicates that Jeconiah (King Jehoiachin) was the fleshly father of Shealtiel. But the Gospel writer Luke called Shealtiel the “son of Neri.” (Luke 3:27) Neri apparently gave his daughter to Shealtiel as a wife. Since the Hebrews commonly referred to a son-in-law as a son, especially in genealogical listings, Luke could properly call Shealtiel the son of Neri. Similarly, Luke referred to Joseph as the son of Heli, who was actually the father of Joseph’s wife, Mary. (Luke 3:23) [w92 7/15 pp. 5-6]
15. In the days of King Saul, how did the Reubenites, the Gadites, and the half tribe of Manasseh set a fine example for all of God’s servants today? (1 Chron. 5:18-22) In harmony with Jehovah’s promise to their forefather Abraham, they courageously pressed forward in expanding their territory beyond the land of Gilead. (Gen. 15:18) Although this brought them into conflict with the Hagrites, those Israelites willingly faced tremendous odds. They numbered 44,760. But in the ensuing conflict, they took 100,000 captives. This was by no means the complete Hagrite force, for the Bible reports that ‘many had fallen slain.’ Clearly, the Reubenites, the Gadites, and the half tribe of Manasseh could not have gained the victory in their own strength, and they did not do so. They looked to Jehovah God to help them. [6]




Theocratic Ministry School Review (km 12/05 p.5)
The following questions will be considered orally at the Theocratic Ministry School during the week beginning December 26, 2005. The school overseer will conduct a 30-minute review based on material covered in assignments for the weeks of November 7 through December 26, 2005. [Note: Where there are no references after the question, you will need to do your own research to find the answers.—See Ministry School, pp. 36-7.]
SPEECH QUALITIES
 1. What can we do to ensure that our exhortation is given “on the basis of love”? (Philem. 9) [be p. 266] We want to make sure that our expressions are based firmly on God’s Word and that they spring from a genuine concern for our listeners. Our speech should be loving and tactful, for this opens hearts and prevents alienating those whom we are trying to incite to action. Sincere commendation for the good things that our brothers are doing in God’s service will help them feel appreciated and will put them in a receptive frame of mind to accept our earnest appeal. (1 Thess. 1:2-8; 2 Thess. 1:3-5)
 2. In what ways can we “exhort by the teaching that is healthful”? (Titus 1:9) [be p. 267 pars. 1-2] We should make God’s Word, not personal opinion or man-made rules, the power of our appeal. Listing the benefits of applying Bible counsel and the consequences of ignoring it is appealing. With our reasoning firmly rooted in the Scriptures, we should clearly explain the Scriptural basis for action and how to perform it.
 3. Why is it important to make our talks encouraging, and how can we do this? [be p. 268 pars. 1-3, box] People are under great pressure from the world, and many get discouraged. They should find the congregation to be a place of refuge and encouragement. (Isa. 32:2) Therefore, we should speak in a way that invigorates and imparts power. Our aim should be to upbuild and to help others draw hope and strength from Jehovah and his provisions. (Job 16:5; Rom. 15:13)
 4. In imitation of Moses, how does our helping others to call to mind what Jehovah has done for his people inspire courage? (Deut. 3:28; 31:1-8) [be p. 268 par. 5–p. 269 par. 2] Assisting our brothers to call to mind what Jehovah has done for his people, as Moses did, can help them draw strength and remind them of the dependability of Jehovah’s promises. (Josh. 23:14) We inspire courage when we focus on experiences from the Scriptures that highlight Jehovah’s watchcare. (Acts 4:1–5:42)
 5. Why would speaking with delight about what Jehovah is doing right now and about what he will do in the future be encouraging to our audience? [be pp. 270-1] Expressing delight in what Jehovah is doing now regarding our spiritual provisions, in the blessed brotherhood, and in being his Witnesses stirs positive feelings in our audience. When talking or praying about Jehovah’s promises for the future, we should speak from the heart, which brings these promises to life and instills confidence in their fulfillment.
ASSIGNMENT NO. 1
 6. What is the Septuagint, and why is it of interest to Christians? [si p. 307 par. 12–p. 310 par. 14] The “Septuagint” is the first written translation of the Hebrew Scriptures into Greek, having been completed during the second century B.C.E. Hundreds of direct quotes and references to the Hebrew Scriptures that are found in the Christian Greek Scriptures are based on the “Septuagint.” Additionally, fragments of the “Septuagint” belonging to early Christian times contain the divine name.
 7. Who were the Masoretes, and what notable contributions did they make to Bible translation? [si p. 310 par. 18; p. 311 pars. 20-1] The Masoretes were meticulous copyists of the Hebrew Scriptures in the centuries after Jesus. The marginal notes they included in their copies of the Hebrew Scriptures highlighted changes in the original text made by earlier copyists. In the second half of the first millennium C.E., the Masoretes established a written system to aid in reading and pronouncing Hebrew words, which were written without vowels. The Masoretic text is the basis for many Hebrew Bibles; footnotes in the “New World Translation” refer many times to the Masoretic text.
 8. What provides the basic text for the Hebrew section of the New World Translation in English, and why can it be said that this translation is authoritative and reliable? [si p. 312 pars. 28, 30] Rudolf Kittel’s “Biblia Hebraica” provides the basic text. A new edition, “Biblia Hebraica Stuttgartensia,” was later used for updating the footnotes of the “New World Translation” that was published in 1984. As indicated in the footnotes, a host of secondary sources, including the “Septuagint” and well-known codices, show that the “New World Translation” is a scholarly work and the result of careful research.
 9. How did early Christians display an intense desire to publish the Word of God? [si p. 315 pars. 1-5] Starting at Pentecost 33 C.E., Christians gave a thorough witness in obedience to Jesus’ command at Acts 1:8. They took Christian teaching to every corner of the then known world. (Col. 1:23) While some were inspired to put “the good news about Jesus Christ” into writing, others became copyists. (Mark 1:1; Matt. 1:1) Early Christians made use of the codex, similar to the modern book, to bind canonical writings together for study, reference, and distribution.
10. What does a study of existing manuscripts and texts of the Holy Scriptures reveal about the Bible? [si p. 320 par. 32] It reveals that the texts of both the Hebrew and Greek Scriptures, as we have them today, are essentially the same as the original divinely inspired text. (2 Pet. 1:20, 21) Although the skilled copyists were not inspired, there exists ample evidence to verify the authenticity of the Bible.
WEEKLY BIBLE READING
11. Does the fact that David was not permitted to build the temple indicate that Jehovah did not approve of the wars fought by David? (1 Chron. 22:6-10) No. The wars fought by David were to clean out wickedness and those opposing Jehovah’s sovereignty, to extend Israel’s dominion to the boundaries that God had outlined, and to establish righteousness and peace. However, because Jehovah’s Kingdom is essentially of a peaceful nature and objective, the temple was to be built in peace by a man of peace, Solomon. [it-2 p. 987 par. 1]
12. In his temple dedication prayer, how did Solomon acknowledge that Jehovah is not only attentive to the needs of his servants as a group but also aware of the unique situation of each individual who fears him? (2 Chron. 6:29, 30) Solomon acknowledged how each individual who fears God has his own unique affliction to endure. For one person it might be physical illness. For another, emotional distress. Some may be afflicted by the death of a loved one. Unemployment, economic hardship, and family problems are also common afflictions in these difficult times. [w97 4/15 p. 4]
13. What are “the goat-shaped demons” referred to at 2 Chronicles 11:15? It is clear from the use in this context that the Hebrew term rendered “goat-shaped demons” is used in referring to things to which worship and sacrifice are given and this in connection with false religion. Perhaps to those worshipping them, these were thought to be hairy creatures having the form of a he-goat. [it-1 p. 966; Rbi8 ftn.]
14. Since Baasha’s rule began “in the third year of Asa” and lasted only 24 years, how can we reconcile Baasha’s coming “against Judah” in “the thirty-sixth year of the reign of Asa”? (1 Ki. 15:33; 2 Chron. 16:1) While some suggest a scribal error and believe the reference is to the 16th or the 26th year of Asa’s reign, the assumption of such error is not required to harmonize the accounts. Jewish commentators quote the “Seder Olam,” which suggests that “the thirty-sixth year” was reckoned from the existence of the separate kingdom of Judah (997 B.C.E.) and, therefore, actually corresponded to the 16th year of Asa. [it-1 p. 184 par. 5]
15. How does 2 Chronicles 20:22, 23 vividly illustrate what is about to happen to Satan’s world? As Revelation 17:16, 17 indicates, Jehovah has a “thought” about Babylon the Great, Christendom being the most reprehensible part thereof. He will cause militarized member nations of the United Nations to have this same “thought,” that of turning upon false religion to devastate and destroy her. The great apostate system of Christendom, like the Edomites from Mount Seir, will be crushed. [w84 7/1 p. 18 par. 17]




Theocratic Ministry School Review (km 2/06 p.7)
The following questions will be considered orally at the Theocratic Ministry School during the week beginning February 27, 2006. The school overseer will conduct a 30-minute review based on material covered in assignments for the weeks of January 2 through February 27, 2006. [Note: Where there are no references after the question, you will need to do your own research to find the answers.—See Ministry School, pp. 36-7.]
SPEECH QUALITIES
 1. In what ways does the Theocratic Ministry School help us to ‘offer to God a sacrifice of praise and to make public declaration to his name’? (Heb. 13:15) [be p. 5 par. 3–p. 6 par. 1] The school shows us how to put our God-given gift of speech to good use. The training we receive helps us to cultivate valuable skills such as listening and remembering, studying, doing research, analyzing and organizing, conversing, answering questions, and putting thoughts down in writing. Since the school is based on the Bible, we also learn to think God’s thoughts.
 2. Why should we put forth diligent effort to read accurately? [be p. 83 pars. 1-5] Correct reading is a basic part of conveying accurate knowledge of the Bible, and as Jehovah’s Witnesses, we take this responsibility seriously. (1 Tim. 2:4) Since God’s Word “is alive and exerts power” and contains precious knowledge that leads to eternal life, our goal should be to read to the best of our ability. (Heb. 4:12; Ps. 119:140; Jer. 26:2)
 3. When we are speaking and teaching, why is clear speech so important? [be p. 86 pars. 1-6] If we do not speak clearly, much of what we say can be lost. Furthermore, people will not be motivated to act if our speech is slurred or indistinct. (1 Cor. 14:8, 9) If we speak too rapidly, run words together, skip syllables, or let word endings drop, this will impair the effectiveness of our teaching.
 4. Why is correct pronunciation important, and what factors need to be considered? [be p. 89 par. 1–p. 90 par. 2, box] Proper pronunciation adds dignity to the Kingdom message we preach. It allows listeners to focus on the Bible truths we present rather than on mistakes in pronunciation. Improving our pronunciation involves (1) using the right sounds to vocalize words, (2) placing the primary stress on the right syllable, and (3) giving proper attention to diacritics.
 5. What are some suggestions to help us become more fluent in conversation? [be p. 94 pars. 4-5, box] We will become more fluent if we put forth effort to build up our vocabulary by using a dictionary to check unfamiliar words. Fluency comes when we think before we speak. We should learn to give thought to what we want to say and then speak in complete sentences without regressions and misplaced pauses.
ASSIGNMENT NO. 1
 6. How does 2 Chronicles 36:17-23 verify the reliability of Bible prophecy? [si p. 84 par. 35] Ezra’s words at 2 Chronicles 36:21 confirm that what Jeremiah foretold at Jeremiah 25:12 and 29:10 came true. Furthermore, Ezra’s words show that the 70 years of desolation count from the ‘carrying off of those remaining from the sword captive to Babylon’ in “the seventh month” of 607 B.C.E. until the Jews returned to their homeland in “the seventh month” of 537 B.C.E. (2 Ki. 25:25, 26; Ezra 3:1)
 7. What chain of events made it possible for the Jews to return to their homeland in 537 B.C.E. in order to rebuild the house of Jehovah? [si p. 85 pars. 1-3] Babylon was overthrown in 539 B.C.E. by Cyrus of Persia, Jehovah’s “shepherd” and “anointed one.” (Isa. 44:28; 45:1) Rejecting Babylon’s policy never to release her captives, Cyrus issued a decree allowing the Jews to return to Jerusalem.
 8. How does the book of Ezra vindicate Jehovah as the true God and build confidence in him? [si p. 87 pars. 14, 18] The book of Ezra highlights the unerring accuracy of Jehovah’s prophetic word through Jeremiah regarding the desolation and restoration of Jerusalem. (Jer. 29:10) It shows that Jehovah fulfilled his word right on time. The restoration of the Jews to their homeland stirred expectation that in due course Jehovah would produce his promised King in the line of David. (2 Sam. 7:12, 13)
 9. Why is “the twentieth year of Artaxerxes the king” important in Bible chronology? (Neh. 2:1, 5, 6, 11, 17, 18) [si p. 88 pars. 2, 5] This date (455 B.C.E.) for the rebuilding of Jerusalem and its wall is a time marker in connection with the coming of the Messiah. Sixty-nine weeks of years, or 483 years, beginning in 455 B.C.E. would extend to 29 C.E., the year in which Jesus was anointed. (Dan. 9:24-27; Luke 3:1-3, 23)
10. How is Nehemiah a good example for God’s servants today? [si p. 90 pars. 16-17] Godly devotion occupied first place in Nehemiah’s life. He was willing to leave behind a favored secular position for the opportunity to pursue theocratic interests. (Neh. 2:17, 18) He was fearless for righteousness even in the face of danger. (Neh. 4:14) He did not use his position for personal gain. He condemned materialism. (Neh. 5:14) He showed interest in building up the faith of Jehovah’s worshippers and, along with Ezra, was diligent in making God’s Word plain to the people. (Neh. 8:8, 9)
WEEKLY BIBLE READING
11. Were the Urim and the Thummim, which were used when an answer was needed from Jehovah, available to the returning exiles? (Ezra 2:61-63) The Scriptures contain no record of the use of the Urim and the Thummim then or thereafter. Jewish tradition has it that the Urim and the Thummim disappeared with the destruction of the temple in 607 B.C.E. [w06 1/15 “Jehovah’s Word Is Alive—Highlights From the Book of Ezra”; w86 1/15 p. 8]
12. Why were many Jews in Babylon reluctant to go up to Jerusalem with Ezra? (Ezra 7:28–8:20) Returning to Jerusalem meant building a new life under uncomfortable and dangerous circumstances. The Jerusalem of the day did not hold out attractive material prospects to the Jews who might have been prospering in Babylon. Not to be overlooked was the dangerous journey back. The returnees had to have strong faith in Jehovah, zeal for true worship, and courage to make the move. [w06 1/15 “Jehovah’s Word Is Alive—Highlights From the Book of Ezra”; it-1 p. 797 par. 3]
13. How could the work of rebuilding the wall be done with just one hand? (Neh. 4:17, 18) Burden bearers could easily balance the load placed on their head or shoulders with one hand “while the other hand was holding the missile.” The builders who needed both hands to do their work “were girded, each one with his sword upon his hip, while building.” They were ready to go into action in case of an enemy attack. [w06 2/1 “Jehovah’s Word Is Alive—Highlights From the Book of Nehemiah”; w86 2/15 p. 25]
14. Since confidential letters were usually placed in a sealed bag, why did Sanballat send “an open letter” to Nehemiah? (Neh. 6:5) Sanballat may have intended to make public the false charges brought forth in the open letter. Perhaps he hoped that this would infuriate Nehemiah so much that he would leave the building work to defend himself. Or Sanballat may have thought that the contents of the letter would cause such alarm among the Jews that they would stop their work altogether. Nehemiah refused to be intimidated and calmly continued in his God-assigned work. [w06 2/1 “Jehovah’s Word Is Alive—Highlights From the Book of Nehemiah”; it-2 p. 239 par. 6]
15. In addition to ‘finding fault’ with the backsliding Jews, as he had done earlier with the princes and the nobles, what other corrective measures did Nehemiah take? (Neh. 13:25, 28) Nehemiah ‘called down evil upon them’ in that he recited against them the judgments found in God’s Law. He ‘struck some of them,’ perhaps by ordering them flogged as an official judicial action. As a symbol of his moral indignation, he ‘pulled out some of their hair.’ He also chased away the grandson of High Priest Eliashib who had married a daughter of Sanballat the Horonite. [w06 2/1 “Jehovah’s Word Is Alive—Highlights From the Book of Nehemiah”; it-2 p. 487 par. 5]




Theocratic Ministry School Review (km 4/06 p.7)
The following questions will be considered orally at the Theocratic Ministry School during the week beginning April 24, 2006. The school overseer will conduct a 30-minute review based on material covered in assignments for the weeks of March 6 through April 24, 2006. [Note: Where there are no references after the question, you will need to do your own research to find the answers.—See Ministry School, pp. 36-7.]
SPEECH QUALITIES
 1. When teaching, why should we pause for each change of thought, but what might prevent us from doing that? [be p. 98 pars. 2-3] By pausing we give the audience the opportunity to reflect, to adjust their minds, and to recognize the change in direction that we are taking. When we pause, it allows main ideas to stand out, to sink in, and to be remembered. One reason why some speakers rush from one point to another without pausing is that they try to cover too much material.
 2. Why is it important to pause when witnessing to others? [be p. 99 par. 5–p. 100 par. 4] Pausing improves our communication skills and effectiveness in the ministry. It allows the householder to share his thoughts, which in turn encourages him to think. Our use of appropriate pausing may result in the person’s revealing what is in his heart, allowing us to help him more effectively. (Prov. 20:5)
 3. Why is sense stress important when giving a talk, and how can we acquire good sense stress? [be p. 101 pars. 1-5, box] When we properly emphasize key words and expressions, we hold the attention of our audience as we persuade and motivate them. We can emphasize words by increasing our volume, by showing greater intensity of feeling, by slowing down, by pausing, by using gestures and facial expressions, and by changing our tone of voice. In order to use sense stress correctly, we must clearly understand our material and earnestly want our listeners to retain and apply it. (Neh. 8:8)
 4. When reading publicly, how can we ensure that the principal ideas of our material are emphasized? [be p. 105 pars. 1-6] We must have the main ideas of the entire body of material clearly in mind beforehand. This will help us to know which points should stand out. When reading aloud from a publication at a Bible study or at a meeting, we should emphasize the answers to the printed questions and the thoughts that relate to the boldface subheadings.
 5. Why is suitable volume important when teaching, and how can we determine the amount of volume to use? [be pp. 107-8] If others cannot readily hear us, their minds may wander and the value of what we say may be lost. We may thus fail to inspire our audience to act on what is heard. Audience reaction is a good indicator of whether our volume is suitable. If we notice some straining to hear, we will need to raise our volume. The size and makeup of our audience and the presence of any distracting noises will also influence how much volume we should use.
ASSIGNMENT NO. 1
 6. How is the situation of Christians today similar to that of Esther and Mordecai, and how can we imitate their example? [si p. 94 par. 17] Like Esther and Mordecai, Christians today live under “the superior authorities” in an alien world and strive to be law-abiding citizens, paying back “Caesar’s things to Caesar, but God’s things to God.” (Rom. 13:1; Luke 20:25; Esther 1:1; 2:5, 7, 8, 21-23) Christians should recognize, though, that obedience to secular authorities is relative to God’s will, as indicated in Mordecai’s not obeying the king’s command to bow down to Haman, the Agagite. (Esther 3:1-4; 5:9) Christians may also seek legal redress when the situation calls for it. (Esther 4:6-8; Acts 25:11)
 7. When Solomon said that “everything was vanity and a striving after wind,” what was he describing? (Eccl. 2:11) [w04 10/15 p. 4 pars. 3-4] In the context, Solomon was describing a life that centers on the pursuit of pleasure and the accumulation of all that this world has to offer in a material and fleshly way. Solomon built houses and had gardens, orchards, servants, livestock, property, and wealth. He also pursued the arts. Yet, this was of no permanent value and left him with no sense of lasting fulfillment. (Eccl. 2:1-10) He concluded that lasting fulfillment comes from the pursuit of spiritual values. (Eccl. 12:13)
 8. How can we cultivate love for God? (Mark 12:30) [w04 3/1 pp. 19-21] We can cultivate love for God by increasing our knowledge of him and his purpose through a meaningful study of his Word, the Bible. We can also meditate on his activities and contemplate the implications of what we learn. (Ps. 77:6, 11, 12) Recalling personal experiences we have enjoyed while serving Jehovah and the positive results that have come from doing things his way can also strengthen our love for him. (Prov. 3:5, 6)
 9. What contrasts can be made between spiritual values and materialism? [w04 10/15 pp. 5-7] The pursuit of spiritual values leads to everlasting happiness and rewards, whereas materialism leads only to momentary gratification with death in view. (Prov. 11:4; Matt. 5:3; 2 Cor. 4:18) Materialism often entices people to seek wealth, position, and power through devious or dishonest means, while spiritual values turn one’s thoughts from receiving to giving. (Isa. 48:18; 1 Tim. 6:9, 10)
10. What can help us to listen at assemblies and conventions without being distracted? [be pp. 15-16] One important factor is that we get enough rest at night so as to be able to pay attention. We can fix the day’s theme firmly in mind, consider the title of each part on the program, and try to anticipate what will be presented. Taking notes can also help us to follow the direction of the talk and to focus our attention on the program.
WEEKLY BIBLE READING
11. Why was Haman’s face covered? (Esther 7:8) Haman did not cover his own face in shame or remorse. Evidently, the court officials covered his face, possibly to represent shamefulness or doom. Likely this was the first step taken in carrying out the death sentence. [w86 3/15 p. 25]
12. What kind of spirit creature influenced the thinking of Eliphaz? (Job 4:15, 16) [w05 9/15 p. 26 par. 2] The critical tone of Eliphaz’s words shows that the spirit creature certainly was not one of God’s righteous angels. (Job 4:17, 18) Eliphaz had come under the influence of a wicked spirit creature. His comments reflected ungodly thinking. Otherwise, why would Jehovah have reproved Eliphaz and his two associates for having spoken lies? (Job 42:7)
13. Do Job’s statements recorded at Job 7:9, 10 and Job 10:21 indicate that he did not believe in a resurrection? No. Job’s comments recorded in those verses are about his immediate future. One possible meaning is that if Job were to die, none of his contemporaries would see him. From their standpoint, he would neither return nor get further acknowledgment until God’s appointed time. Job might also have meant that no one can come back from Sheol on his own. That Job believed in a future resurrection is clear from Job 14:13-15. [w06 3/15 “Jehovah’s Word Is Alive—Highlights From the Book of Job”]
14. What may Job have meant by the expression “I escape with the skin of my teeth”? (Job 19:20) It does not seem necessary to endeavor to explain Job’s statement in the light of discoveries that scientists have recently made with the aid of microscopes. (it-2 p. 977) By saying that he escaped with the skin of something that apparently has no skin, Job might have been saying that he escaped with practically nothing. [w06 3/15 “Jehovah’s Word Is Alive—Highlights From the Book of Job”]
15. What did Job mean when saying, “I shall not take away my integrity from myself,” and what can we learn from this? (Job 27:5) Only Job could take away his own integrity because integrity is dependent upon one’s love for God. We should therefore cultivate strong love for Jehovah in order to maintain our integrity. [w06 3/15 “Jehovah’s Word Is Alive—Highlights From the Book of Job”]




Theocratic Ministry School Review (km 6/06 p.3)
The following questions will be considered orally at the Theocratic Ministry School during the week beginning June 26, 2006. The school overseer will conduct a 30-minute review based on material covered in assignments for the weeks of May 1 through June 26, 2006. [Note: Where there are no references after the question, you will need to do your own research to find the answers.—See Ministry School, pp. 36-7.]
SPEECH QUALITIES
 1. What is modulation, and why is it important? [be p. 111, boxes] Modulation is the variation of volume, pace, and pitch in our speech. It is a vital speech quality, for it stirs emotions and motivates listeners to action. Good use of modulation helps our listeners enter into the spirit of the discussion.
 2. How might we vary our pace when giving a talk? [be p. 112 pars. 3-6, box] Our pace should depend on what we are saying. Therefore, proper pace is not achieved simply by speeding up or slowing down at regular intervals. For example, it is often best to speak faster when considering points of lesser importance or when conveying excitement. On the other hand, we should slow down when expressing weightier arguments, main points, and climaxes in delivery.
 3. How can we develop enthusiasm for the subject of our talk, and why is this important? [be p. 115 par. 1–p. 116 par. 2, boxes] Enthusiasm is born when we prepare not only information but also our hearts, which means we need to get our emotions involved. (Ezra 7:10) When we are convinced that our material is worthwhile and that our listeners will benefit from it, we will feel excited about what we have to say. This is important because enthusiasm will help us to hold the interest of our audience and may also rouse them to action.
 4. When we teach others, why is the quality of warmth essential, and what can help us to express it? [be p. 118 par. 2–p. 119 par. 5] Warmth adds richness and beauty to our speech and is essential if we are to touch lives and reach the hearts of our listeners. We are helped to express this important quality when we feel compassion for people, as Jesus did, and really want to help them. (Mark 1:40, 41; Luke 8:48)
 5. Explain the importance of gestures and facial expressions in communication. (Matt. 12:48, 49) [be p. 121, boxes] It is important to recognize that ideas, sentiments, and attitudes are communicated not only through the voice but also by means of gestures and facial expressions. Often we use our eyes and mouth and the positioning of our head to reinforce the spoken word and to convey feelings. Failure to use gestures and facial expressions properly may give an impression of indifference on the part of the speaker.
ASSIGNMENT NO. 1
 6. How does the book of Job exalt Jehovah and magnify his righteous standards for living? [si p. 100 pars. 39, 41] The book of Job refers to Jehovah 31 times as the Almighty, which is more often than all the rest of the Scriptures. Jehovah is repeatedly praised for his exalted position, eternity, wisdom, power, justice, loving-kindness, and mercy. (Job 10:12; 36:26; 37:23) Jehovah’s vindication is stressed above man’s salvation. (Job 33:12) The book condemns materialism, idolatry, adultery, self-exaltation, injustice, favoritism, dishonesty, and lying, all of which lead to God’s disapproval. (Job 31:5, 9, 13, 17, 24-28)
 7. What testifies to the authenticity of the Psalms? [si p. 102 pars. 10-11] After his resurrection, Jesus told his disciples that all the things written about him in the Psalms were to be fulfilled. (Luke 24:44) He thus indicated that the Psalms were prophetic in nature. Additionally, the Psalms are completely harmonious with the rest of the Scriptures and are often quoted by writers of the Christian Greek Scriptures. (Acts 13:33; Rom. 3:13)
 8. In referring to a shrewd person, is Proverbs 13:16 describing someone who is crafty? Explain. [w04 7/15 p. 28 pars. 3-4] In this scripture, the word “shrewd” is not used to mean “crafty,” or “tricky.” Shrewdness here is related to having knowledge, which is gained through investigation of the Scriptures and the facts, not by guessing or simply following the popular view. In contrast with the foolish one who uses his tongue to spread foolishness, the shrewd one speaks and acts wisely. Thus, the shrewd one keeps his lips in check and avoids the difficulties that arise from bad or thoughtless speech.
 9. How does the holy spirit act as a helper, and what should knowing this encourage us to do? (John 14:25, 26) [be p. 19 pars. 2-3] The holy spirit can help us recall important things that we have previously studied. It does not put into our minds things that we have never learned. It helped the Gospel writers remember details of what Jesus said and did when they were with him, in some cases decades later. This should encourage us to take in as much knowledge of Jehovah and his purpose as we can and help others to do likewise.
10. In what general sense does Jesus come, and to what “coming” was Jesus referring to as recorded at Matthew 16:28? [w04 3/1 p. 16 box] Jesus comes, or arrives, in the sense that he turns his attention to mankind or to his followers, often for judgment. (Matt. 24:46, 50; 25:19, 31) At Matthew 16:28, Jesus is referring to beginning his royal presence as the enthroned Messianic King in 1914.
WEEKLY BIBLE READING
11. What can we learn from Job’s response to Jehovah mentioned at Job 42:1-6? Hearing Jehovah’s word and being reminded of the manifestation of his power helped Job to “behold God,” or see the truth about him. (Job 19:26) This adjusted his thinking. When corrected Scripturally, we should be eager to acknowledge our error and make adjustments. [w06 3/15 “Jehovah’s Word Is Alive—Highlights From the Book of Job”]
12. What “empty thing” do the nations keep muttering? (Ps. 2:1, 2) The “empty thing” is the constant concern of human governments to keep perpetuating their own authority. This is empty because their purpose is doomed to failure. Can the national groups really hope to succeed when they take their stand “against Jehovah and against his anointed [king]”? [w06 5/15 “Jehovah’s Word Is Alive—Highlights From Book One of Psalms”]
13. What foundations are torn down? (Ps. 11:3) These foundations are the very ones on which human society rests—law, order, and justice. When these are in disarray, social disorder prevails and there is no justice. Under such conditions, “anyone righteous” must fully trust in God. (Ps. 11:4-7) [w06 5/15 “Jehovah’s Word Is Alive—Highlights From Book One of Psalms”]
14. How is a haughty person ‘rewarded exceedingly’? (Ps. 31:23) The reward mentioned here in Psalms is punishment. A righteous one receives his reward for his unintentional mistakes in the form of discipline from Jehovah. Since a haughty person does not turn back from his wrong course, he is rewarded exceedingly with severe punishment. (Prov. 11:31; 1 Pet. 4:18) [w06 5/15 “Jehovah’s Word Is Alive—Highlights From Book One of Psalms”]
15. What comfort can be drawn from Psalm 40 that can help us to cope with imperfection of the fallen flesh and the various calamities of this system of things? (Ps. 40:1, 2, 5, 12) Hoping in Jehovah can help us to cope with depression and come “out of a roaring pit, out of the mire of the sediment.” Neither calamities nor concern over our personal shortcomings will overwhelm us if we do not lose sight of the fact that our blessings ‘are more numerous than we can recount.’ [w06 5/15 “Jehovah’s Word Is Alive—Highlights From Book One of Psalms”]




Theocratic Ministry School Review (km 8/06 p.3)
The following questions will be considered orally at the Theocratic Ministry School during the week beginning August 28, 2006. The school overseer will conduct a 30-minute review based on material covered in assignments for the weeks of July 3 through August 28, 2006. [Note: Where there are no references after the question, you will need to do your own research to find the answers.—See Ministry School, pp. 36-7.]
SPEECH QUALITIES
 1. How does visual contact aid us in becoming better teachers? (Matt. 19:25, 26; Acts 14:9, 10) [be p. 124 par. 3–p. 125 par. 3] Appropriate eye contact gives evidence that we have personal interest in others and that we have something important to say. Our friendly manner and warm smile may help our listeners to relax. Observing the expression in the eyes of those to whom we speak can give us indications as to how to deal with the situation at hand.
 2. Why is naturalness important, and what can help us to manifest it when engaging in the field ministry? [be p. 128 pars. 1-5, box] Expressing ourselves in a dignified yet natural manner wins the confidence of others. If we are stiff or awkward in our speech, people may be distracted from what we say. Some aids to overcoming nervousness and improving our naturalness in the field ministry are (1) preparing carefully, (2) praying fervently, (3) contemplating Jehovah’s mercy in holding out the prospect of eternal life to all, (4) remembering that people have free will and can either accept or reject the message, and (5) recalling that our assignment is simply to preach.
 3. Why should we be concerned with personal cleanliness? [be p. 131 pars. 1-3] Our being neat and clean brings glory to God and reflects well on his organization. (1 Cor. 10:31) When we are clean both in our body and in our clothing, others will likely conclude that we have self-respect, and they will be more inclined to listen to us.
 4. How should “modesty and soundness of mind” influence our dress and grooming? (1 Tim. 2:9) [be p. 131 par. 4–p. 132 par. 1] A modest person is concerned about not needlessly offending others. Soundness of mind helps us to be sensible in our appearance and to avoid extreme styles. Whether we are at school, on our secular job, or in sacred service, our well-arranged dress should always indicate that we respect godly standards.
 5. What Bible principles should we apply to ensure that our personal appearance does not reflect a love of the world? [be p. 133 pars. 2-3] First John 2:15-17 cautions us not to be loving the world or the things in the world. As Jehovah’s servants, we reject styles that reflect the unchristian ways of Satan’s system. Ephesians 2:2 draws attention to the spirit of rebellion that exists in this wicked system. Disobedience to authority is often reflected in the sensual, unkempt, and sloppy appearance of people today. Rather than imitate the world, we allow the example of mature Christians to influence our dress and grooming. (1 Tim. 4:12; 1 Pet. 5:2, 3)
ASSIGNMENT NO. 1
 6. What is the greatest benefit that comes from reading? [be p. 21 par. 3] Reading can enable one to “find the very knowledge of God.” (Prov. 2:5) Many of the ways in which we serve God involve the ability to read. Our effectiveness in the field ministry is greatly affected by the way we read. Preparation for spiritual activities involves reading.
 7. What determines whether a person is wise or foolish? (Prov. 14:2) [w04 11/15 p. 26 par. 5] The upright one fears the true God, and “the fear of Jehovah is the beginning of wisdom.” (Ps. 111:10) A truly wise person knows that it is his obligation to “fear the true God and keep his commandments.” (Eccl. 12:13) The foolish person follows a course that is not in harmony with God’s standards of uprightness. His ways are crooked.
 8. Why is ‘knowledge an easy thing to the understanding one’? (Prov. 14:6) [w04 11/15 p. 28 pars. 4-5] Understanding is the ability to connect various aspects of a subject and see the whole matter, not just isolated parts. Learning and remembering new details is easier for one with understanding because he sees where they fit in relation to Jehovah’s overall purpose for humans and the earth.
 9. What is study? [be p. 27 par. 3] Study is more than superficial reading. It involves using your mental faculties in careful or extended consideration of a subject. It includes analyzing what you read, comparing it with what you already know, and taking note of reasons given for statements made.
10. How should meditation on Jehovah’s creative works affect us? [w04 11/15 p. 8 par. 4] Meditation should affect us in at least three ways. It can (1) remind us to cherish our life, (2) move us to help others to learn from creation, and (3) impel us to get to know and appreciate our Creator more fully.
WEEKLY BIBLE READING
11. In ancient times, how did Jehovah ‘give the saying’ that resulted in a large army of “women telling the good news,” and how does this apply today? (Ps. 68:11) Jehovah told, or commanded, the men of Israel to fight against the enemy nations of the Promised Land and to defeat them. As Israelites defeated their enemies, Israelite women proclaimed this good news in victory celebrations. Today, women ministers tell out the good news of theocratic victories, such as Satan being hurled down to the earth, in fulfillment of Jehovah’s Word. In harmony with God’s Word, Christian women also serve notice on the nations that they will soon be subdued by the Messianic King, Jesus Christ. [w86 10/15 p. 30]
12. What nearly caused Asaph to fall from doing what was right, and how was his thinking readjusted? (Ps. 73:2, 3, 17) Though Asaph acknowledged Jehovah’s goodness, envy of the material prosperity of unrighteous boasters caused him to question the value of leading an upright life. (Ps. 73:1, 13) By going into “the grand sanctuary of God” and meditating among fellow worshippers, he had his thinking readjusted. Today, if we are bothered by the seeming prosperity of the wicked, we can seek answers to our questions by associating with God’s people in worship. [w93 7/15 p. 28 pars. 3, 5; p. 30 par. 1]
13. Why was the manna that was provided for the Israelites called “the grain of heaven” and “the very bread of powerful ones”? (Ps. 78:24, 25) The source of the manna was heavenly, being provided at Jehovah’s command. (Ps. 105:40) “Powerful ones” may refer to angels that Jehovah may have used to supply the manna in a supernatural way. (Ps. 103:20) [w06 7/15 “Jehovah’s Word Is Alive—Highlights From Books Three and Four of Psalms”]
14. What is “the secret place of the Most High,” and how may we ‘dwell’ there? (Ps. 91:1, 2) “The secret place” is a figurative place of safety and security, a state of protection from spiritual harm, a spiritual paradise. The place is secret because it is unknown to those who do not trust God. We make the Most High our “dwelling” by looking to him as our ‘refuge and stronghold,’ by lauding him as the Sovereign Ruler of the universe, and by preaching the good news of the Kingdom. [w06 7/15 “Jehovah’s Word Is Alive—Highlights From Books Three and Four of Psalms”]
15. In what way is the death of Jehovah’s loyal ones precious in his eyes? (Ps. 116:15) The death of the entire body, or group, of Jehovah’s loyal worshippers is so precious, so high a price to pay, that Jehovah will not permit it to occur. (Ps. 116:8) If he were to allow that to happen, it would cost him his reputation as being all-powerful and able to save his loyal ones. Moreover, no one would be left on earth as a foundation for the new world. [w06 9/1 “Jehovah’s Word Is Alive—Highlights From Book Five of Psalms”]




Theocratic Ministry School Review (km 10/06 p.7)
The following questions will be considered at the Theocratic Ministry School during the week beginning October 30, 2006. The school overseer will conduct a 30-minute review based on material covered in assignments for the weeks of September 4 through October 30, 2006. [Note: Where there are no references after the question, you will need to do your own research to find the answers.—See Ministry School, pp. 36-7.]
SPEECH QUALITIES
 1. Why is poise important when speaking, and how can we reduce our anxiety? [be p. 135 par. 5–p. 137 par. 2, boxes] If we are poised, our listeners will be more likely to concentrate on what we are saying rather than on us. We can reduce our anxiety by preparing thoroughly, practicing our delivery aloud, praying to Jehovah for help, and acquiring experience through regular participation in theocratic activities.
 2. When asked about our beliefs, why should we endeavor to use the Bible when replying? [be p. 143 pars. 1-3] The foremost reason for using the Bible is that it is the Word of God, and we base our beliefs, our way of life, and our hope for the future on the Bible’s inspired promises. (2 Tim. 3:16, 17) In imitation of Jesus, we do not speak of our own originality but, rather, refer to the Scriptures liberally when answering questions. (Matt. 4:3-10; Luke 24:27, 44-47)
 3. How can we become more proficient in using the Bible? [be p. 144, box] We can become more proficient in using the Bible by reading it daily, by including scriptures in our comments at meetings, and by determining what the Bible says before making decisions. If we do not know what the Bible says regarding a matter, we do research instead of guessing or giving our private opinion.
 4. Why is generous use of the Bible important when we teach in the ministry, and how can we encourage its use at congregation meetings? [be pp. 145-6, boxes] The Bible has greater power to direct honesthearted people than anything that we might personally say. When a person sees with his own eyes what the Bible says, it makes a deeper impression. When speaking in the congregation, directly invite the audience to look up the scriptures, and then allow them sufficient time to do so.
 5. What is our twofold objective when introducing a scripture? [be p. 147 par. 2] When introducing a scripture, our objective is to arouse anticipation and focus attention on the reason for using the text.
ASSIGNMENT NO. 1
 6. What living message is contained in Psalms? [si p. 104 par. 23] Psalms provides deep insight into the fundamental teachings of the Bible, speaking first and foremost about Jehovah, its Author. He is clearly shown to be the Creator of the universe and everything in it. (Ps. 8:3-9; 90:1, 2; 100:3; 104:1-5, 24; 139:14)
 7. When was Proverbs written and compiled? [si p. 107 par. 5] The greater part of Proverbs was no doubt written down during Solomon’s reign (1037-998 B.C.E.) before his deflection. Since one of the collections was made in the reign of Hezekiah (745-717 B.C.E.), it could not have been before his reign that the final collecting was done. This includes the compiling of the last two divisions of the book, also collected under King Hezekiah’s purview. (Prov. 25:1) An illuminating footnote to Proverbs 31:31 in the “New World Translation of the Holy Scriptures—With References” relates: “Some [editions] of the [Hebrew] text display the trigrammaton, or three letters, ‘Chehth, Za´yin, Qohph’ (  ) that stand as King Hezekiah’s signature to the copy-work done by his scribes to signify that the work had been completed.”
 8. What is a proverb, and why is the Hebrew title of the book fitting? [si p. 107 par. 6] A proverb is a pithy saying that often employs a likeness or comparison and that is designed to make the hearer think. In Hebrew Bibles the book was first called by the opening word in the book, “mish·leh´,” meaning “proverbs.” “Mish·leh´” is a plural form of the Hebrew noun “ma·shal´,” which is generally thought to be derived from a root word meaning “be like” or “be comparable.” These terms nicely describe the contents of the book.
 9. At Proverbs 2:1-5, what is implied by the encouragement to keep searching for knowledge, understanding, and discernment “as for silver, and as for hid treasures”? [be p. 38 par. 4] The simile in Proverbs implies both exertion and rich rewards. Research takes effort, but doing it will help us to find God’s thoughts on matters, to correct mistaken ideas, and to make firm our grasp of the truth. It will also add substance and life to our presentations, making them a pleasure to deliver and a delight to hear.
10. How does the book of Proverbs itself make known its beneficial purpose? [si p. 109 par. 19] The beneficial purpose of the book is stated in its opening verses, which highlight knowledge, wisdom, and understanding as qualities essential to serving Jehovah acceptably. (Prov. 1:2-4)
WEEKLY BIBLE READING
11. How did David ‘soothe and quiet his soul like a weanling upon his mother,’ and how can we imitate him? (Ps. 131:1-3) As a weaned child learns to find solace and satisfaction in his mother’s arms, David learned to calm his soulful desire by recognizing his limitations and manifesting humility. He did not aspire to greatness, nor did he promote or exert himself by force to become king. He humbly and patiently waited on Jehovah. We can imitate David by not actively seeking prominence or recognition. Rather than push ourselves forward, we should wait on Jehovah. [w06 9/1 “Jehovah’s Word Is Alive—Highlights From Book Five of Psalms”; w77 7/15 p. 445]
12. What comfort can be found in the inspired words of Psalm 139:7-12? There is no place on earth that is inaccessible to Jehovah. His holy spirit can reach us no matter where we may be. There is no circumstance that puts us beyond God’s reach. If we strive to serve Jehovah, he can even bring us back to life. Jehovah’s faithful, loyal servants can count on his loving support. [w06 9/1 “Jehovah’s Word Is Alive—Highlights From Book Five of Psalms”; w93 10/1 pp. 12-13]
13. What are some examples of Jehovah’s greatness mentioned in Psalm 145 for which we can praise him in our prayers and in the public ministry? (Ps. 145:3) Examples of Jehovah’s unsearchable greatness for which he can be praised include the following: his impressive creative works (vss. 9, 10), his mighty saving acts in behalf of his loyal worshippers (vss. 4, 6, 14, 18-20), his goodness in providing everything necessary for everlasting life (vss. 7, 15, 16), and his personality (vss. 7-9, 17). [w04 1/15 pp. 10-14; w90 9/15 pp. 11-15]
14. In what way is the fear of Jehovah “the beginning of knowledge” and “the start of wisdom”? (Prov. 1:7; 9:10) Without the fear of Jehovah, there can be no knowledge, for he is the Creator of all things and the Author of the Scriptures. (Rom. 1:20; 2 Tim. 3:16, 17) He is the very Source of all true knowledge. Hence, knowledge begins with the reverential awe of Jehovah. Godly fear is also the start of wisdom because there can be no wisdom without knowledge. Moreover, a person who lacks the fear of Jehovah will not use whatever knowledge he has to honor the Creator. [w06 9/15 “Jehovah’s Word Is Alive—Highlights From the Book of Proverbs”; rs p. 289]
15. At Proverbs 7:1, 2, what is included in “my sayings” and “my commandments”? In addition to Bible teachings, these sayings and commandments include family rules, or regulations, established by parents. (Deut. 6:6, 7; Eph. 6:4) If such parental regulations do not contradict the law of God, children should follow them, since they are established out of love and for the benefit of the family. (Prov. 6:20-22) [w06 9/15 “Jehovah’s Word Is Alive—Highlights From the Book of Proverbs”; w00 11/15 p. 28]




Theocratic Ministry School Review (12/06 p.7)
The following review questions will be considered at the Theocratic Ministry School during the week beginning December 25, 2006. The school overseer will conduct a 30-minute review based on material covered in assignments for the weeks of November 6 through December 25, 2006. [Note: Where there are no references after the question, you will need to do your own research to find the answers.—See Ministry School, pp. 36-7.]
SPEECH QUALITIES
 1. What should guide our decision in selecting appropriate comments to introduce a scripture? [be p. 148 par. 4–p. 149 par. 1] Showing respect for Jehovah as the one who inspired the Bible is paramount. Understanding the context, who is being addressed and by whom, and what subject is being discussed also helps us decide how to introduce a scripture.
 2. What are some methods we can employ to ensure proper emphasis on our words and expressions? [be p. 151 par. 4–p. 152 par. 3] (1) Voice stress: Change in voice makes thought-carrying words stand out from the rest of the sentence. (2) Pausing: Appropriate pausing before reading a key portion of a scripture creates anticipation, and pausing afterward deepens the impression made. (3) Repetition: After we read a scripture, repeating key words or expressions does much to emphasize a particular point. (4) Gestures: Body movement and facial expression can often add emotion to a word or a phrase.
 3. Since it is a serious thing to teach others God’s Word, what is required if we are to ‘handle the word of the truth aright’? (2 Tim. 2:15) [be p. 153 pars. 1-3, box; p. 154 pars. 1-2] We should make sure that our explanation of a scripture is in harmony with the context, with what the Bible itself teaches, and with what has been published by “the faithful and discreet slave.” (Matt. 24:45) We avoid adding our own ideas or making a scripture appear to say what we want it to say. (Jer. 23:16) In addition, we strive to imitate Jesus Christ, who used God’s Word to build up and not to browbeat. (Matt. 11:28)
 4. In what ways can we make clear the application of scriptures we read? [be p. 154 par. 4–p. 155 par. 3] One way we can make clear application is by isolating thought-conveying words that bear on the subject being discussed. Jesus focused on the expression “one flesh” when explaining the meaning of Genesis 2:24. (Matt. 19:3-6) We can also ask questions that will highlight key words in the scripture we want to read. Our goal is to draw attention to the portion of the text that applies to our discussion so that the audience can clearly see the connection between the subject and the scriptures we use.
 5. Why is it vital to make the practical value of our material clear, and what are some ways that this can be accomplished? [be p. 157 pars. 1-4, box; p. 158 par. 1] If people do not see the practical value of what we are saying, they may tune out mentally and not benefit from the information being presented. We encourage others to think in practical terms by helping them to appreciate how the fear of Jehovah affects their lives. (Ps. 111:10; 1 Tim. 4:8) We make our talks practical by considering our audience and asking, ‘How might the material I am going to discuss benefit those listening’?
ASSIGNMENT NO. 1
 6. In what sense was Solomon a congregator? [si p. 112 pars. 1-3] Solomon was the leader of a people dedicated to Jehovah. As such, he sought to fulfill his responsibility to hold God’s people together in faithfulness to their dedication. By means of the wise counsel of Ecclesiastes, Solomon endeavored to congregate the people to worthwhile works and away from the vain, fruitless works of the world. (Eccl. 12:8-10)
 7. How does Ecclesiastes harmonize with the teachings of Jesus? [si p. 114 par. 16] There are many parallels between Ecclesiastes and the teachings of Jesus. For example, Jesus underlined the extensive scope of the work of God, saying: “My Father has kept working until now, and I keep working.” (John 5:17) Solomon too referred to God’s works: “I saw all the work of the true God, how mankind are not able to find out the work that has been done under the sun; however much mankind keep working hard to seek, yet they do not find out. And even if they should say they are wise enough to know, they would be unable to find out.” (Eccl. 8:17)
 8. What evidence is there for the canonicity of the Song of Solomon? [si p. 115 pars. 3-4] The Song of Solomon was included in the “Septuagint,” and Josephus inserted it in his catalog of sacred books, demonstrating that the canonicity was wholly unchallenged in early times. Moreover, its powerful portrayal of the exquisite quality of mutual love, such as that which exists in a spiritual sense between Christ and his “bride,” marks the Song of Solomon as belonging in the Bible canon. (Rev. 19:7, 8; 21:9)
 9. How does the Dead Sea Scroll of Isaiah give convincing proof that our Bible today represents the original inspired writing? [si p. 118 par. 6] The text of the Dead Sea Scroll of Isaiah is about a thousand years older than the oldest existing manuscript of the Masoretic text and does not vary doctrinally from the Masoretic text. A comparison reveals that there are only some minor variations of spelling and some differences in grammatical construction.
10. What can help a speaker to eliminate his need for extensive notes? [be p. 42 par. 1] A speaker should organize his material under just a few main points, eliminate what does not really support these, and put his ideas in logical order.
WEEKLY BIBLE READING
11. How is it that “those who are seeking Jehovah can understand everything”? (Prov. 28:5) “Everything” refers to all that is needed to serve Jehovah acceptably, including knowledge of God’s moral standards. Those who seek Jehovah through prayer and study of the Bible understand what they must do to serve Jehovah acceptably. In contrast, those practicing what is bad do not grasp what is right and are rejected as God’s servants. [w06 9/15 “Jehovah’s Word Is Alive—Highlights From the Book of Proverbs”; w87 5/15 p. 30]
12. How does ‘the hard work of the stupid ones make them weary’? (Eccl. 10:15) “Stupid ones” often say and do what is foolish, based on stubborn adherence to a wrong premise. (Eccl. 10:12-14) They end up exerting themselves and wearing themselves out with little accomplishment to show for their efforts. They make life difficult for themselves. [w06 11/1 “Jehovah’s Word Is Alive—Highlights From the Book of Ecclesiastes”; w77 pp. 698-9]
13. How did the Shulammite maiden prove to be like “a garden barred in,” and how is she a fine example for unmarried Christian women? (Song of Sol. 4:12) The Shulammite maiden’s tender affections were like a beautiful garden enclosed by a hedge or a wall that could be accessed only through a locked gate, thus off-limits to intruders. Her affections were not available to just any man but were reserved exclusively for her future husband. What a fine example of moral strength for unmarried Christian women! [w06 11/15 “Jehovah’s Word Is Alive—Highlights From the Song of Solomon”]
14. By inviting the Israelites to “set matters straight,” was Jehovah indicating that he was willing to negotiate a reasonable settlement with his people? (Isa. 1:18a) No. The verse does not speak of a give-and-take discussion or negotiation between equals. The invitation was to a forum to establish Jehovah’s justice. Jehovah was inviting the Israelites to repent and become cleansed of their moral and spiritual wrongdoing. (Isa. 1:16, 17) He promised that if they “set matters straight,” he would forgive them. (Isa. 1:18b, 19) [ip-1 pp. 26-9 pars. 9-18]
15. How was Isaiah 11:6-9 fulfilled in ancient times, and what is the larger fulfillment? In harmony with Jehovah’s word, when on their way to their homeland from captivity in Babylon and while in their land starting in 537 B.C.E., the Israelites would have nothing to fear from wild animals or beastlike men. Similarly, since 1919, as a result of gaining “the knowledge of Jehovah” and his Word, people have changed their personalities. (Col. 3:9, 10) For example, formerly violent people have become peaceable and now enjoy a spiritual paradise. In the coming new world, God’s people will also not feel threatened by any human or animal. [ip-1 pp. 163-4 pars. 12-15]



(km 2/07 p.7)
The following questions will be considered at the Theocratic Ministry School during the week beginning February 26, 2007. The school overseer will conduct a 30-minute review based on material covered in assignments for the weeks of January 1 through February 26, 2007. [Note: Where there are no references after the question, you will need to do your own research to find the answers.—See Ministry School, pp. 36-7.]
SPEECH QUALITIES
 1. When should practical application of our material be made, and in what manner should this be done? [be p. 158 pars. 2-4]
 2. Why is it important to help others see the practical value of the information we are presenting, and how can we do this? [be p. 159 pars. 3-4]
 3. Why is our choice of words important? [be p. 160]
 4. What will help us to use a variety of words accurately? [be p. 161 pars. 5-6; p. 162 pars. 1, 4]
 5. What are some advantages of speaking from either a mental outline or a written one? [be p. 166 pars. 1-3]
ASSIGNMENT NO. 1
 6. What is involved in preparing a reading assignment? [be p. 43 pars. 2, 4]
 7. What is vital if we are to cultivate Jehovah’s love of right and hatred of wrong? (Heb. 5:14) [w05 1/1 p. 9 par. 11]
 8. What should we remember if we read something in the Bible that causes us to wonder whether God acted in a just or right way? [w05 2/1 p. 24 par. 7]
 9. How should we react when there is a conflict between God’s law and human demands? [w05 4/15 p. 12 par. 9]
10. How does Isaiah focus attention on the Kingdom by Messiah and on the forerunner, John the Baptizer? [si p. 123 par. 35]
WEEKLY BIBLE READING
11. What is “the envelopment” and “the woven work” mentioned at Isaiah 25:7?
12. How can people ‘see’ and “hear” Jehovah? (Isa. 30:20, 21)
13. True or False: Hezekiah’s prayer recorded at Isaiah 38:3 was motivated by sheer desire to live longer.
14. How could the Israelites serve as Jehovah’s witnesses, and how can we imitate them? (Isa. 43:10)
15. In harmony with the prophetic pattern set forth at Isaiah 52:11, 12, what is required to ‘carry the utensils of Jehovah’?




(km 4/07 p.7)
The following questions will be considered at the Theocratic Ministry School during the week beginning April 30, 2007. The school overseer will conduct a 30-minute review based on material covered in assignments for the weeks of March 5 through April 30, 2007. [Note: Where there are no references after the question, you will need to do your own research to find the answers.—See Ministry School, pp. 36-7.]
SPEECH QUALITIES
 1. How can we keep our talk outline simple? [be p. 168 par. 4]
 2. List four ways in which we can present material in a logical manner. [be p. 170 par. 3–p. 172 par. 4]
 3. What factors should we keep in mind when determining what to include in a talk? [be p. 173 pars. 1-2]
 4. What are some benefits of extemporaneous delivery? [be p. 175 pars. 2-4]
 5. Why is speaking in a conversational manner important, and how can we develop this quality? [be p. 179 par. 4, box; p. 180, box]
ASSIGNMENT NO. 1
 6. How should a brother prepare when assigned to present highlights from the weekly Bible reading? [be p. 47 pars. 3-4]
 7. What is far more important about Christ’s ransom than the benefits we receive by means of it? [w05 11/1 p. 14 par. 1]
 8. How should the Scripture references be used in a public talk? [be p. 53 pars. 1-2]
 9. What was Jesus’ objective as a teacher, and how can we imitate him? [be p. 57 par. 1]
10. Why is the use of contrasts effective in teaching? [be p. 57 pars. 3-4]
WEEKLY BIBLE READING
11. How can we endeavor to apply the counsel at Jeremiah 6:16 to walk in “the roadways of long ago, where, now, the good way is”?
12. Why did Jehovah choose the stork as an object lesson for unfaithful Jews, and what can we learn from this? (Jer. 8:7)
13. What bearing does Jeremiah 15:17 have on our view of entertainment today?
14. How are humans like clay in the hands of the Great Potter, Jehovah? (Jer. 18:5-11)
15. How is the order in which nations are listed at Jeremiah 25:17-26 significant for our day?




(km 6/07 p.3)
The following questions will be considered at the Theocratic Ministry School during the week beginning June 25, 2007. The school overseer will conduct a 30-minute review based on material covered in assignments for the weeks of May 7 through June 25, 2007. [Note: Where there are no references after the question, you will need to do your own research to find the answers.—See Ministry School, pp. 36-7.]
SPEECH QUALITIES
 1. When speaking, what can we do to ease tension in order to improve our voice quality? [be p. 185 pars. 1-3]
 2. How can we “become all things to people of all sorts” in our ministry? (1 Cor. 9:20-23) [be p. 186 pars. 2-4]
 3. How can we imitate Jehovah’s example of listening to others? (Gen. 18:23-33; 1 Ki. 22:19-22) [be p. 187 pars. 1-2, 5]
 4. In what practical ways can we help others to make spiritual progress? [be p. 187 par. 6–p. 188 par. 3]
 5. Why should we be concerned about showing respect for others? [be p. 190 par. 3, box]
ASSIGNMENT NO. 1
 6. Why must we endeavor to reach the hearts of those whom we teach? [be p. 59 par. 1]
 7. What impact does our example have on those whom we teach? [be p. 61 par. 1]
 8. How can we improve our conversation skills in the home? [be p. 62 par. 3]
 9. What example of courageous zeal do we find in the prophet Jeremiah? [si p. 129 par. 36]
10. What confidence does Lamentations express, yet why is it beneficial in showing the severity of God’s judgments of the wicked? [si p. 132 par. 13]
WEEKLY BIBLE READING
11. In harmony with Jeremiah’s experience as described at Jeremiah 37:21, what assurance can we have?
12. Why might Baruch have said that Jehovah had ‘added grief to his pain,’ causing him to ‘grow weary,’ and what was Baruch’s initial response to the problem? (Jer. 45:1-5)
13. When did Babylon cease to be inhabited, becoming “a desolate waste in her entirety”? (Jer. 50:13)
14. What principle regarding prayer is made clear at Lamentations 3:8, 9, 42-45?
15. What is pictured by the chariot described in Ezekiel chapter 1?




(km 8/07 p.7)
The following questions will be considered at the Theocratic Ministry School during the week beginning August 27, 2007. The school overseer will conduct a 30-minute review based on material covered in assignments for the weeks of July 2 through August 27, 2007.
SPEECH QUALITIES
 1. How can we show respect for others in our ministry and in the congregation setting? [be p. 192 pars. 2-4]
 2. What is vital if we are to manifest conviction when we express ourselves? [be p. 196 pars. 1-3]
 3. What are some suggestions that will help us to be tactful when witnessing to others? [be p. 198 pars. 1-5]
 4. How does being tactful involve right timing when witnessing to others? (Prov. 25:11) [be p. 199 pars. 1-3]
 5. How can we keep the tone of our talks positive? [be p. 203 par. 3–p. 204 par. 1]
ASSIGNMENT NO. 1
 6. What can be said about Ezekiel’s writership as well as the canonicity and authenticity of the book of Ezekiel? [si p. 133 par. 3]
 7. What is one quality that is essential for a person to endure injustice? [w05 6/1 p. 29 par. 4]
 8. What do we learn from Jesus’ response to the Sadducees who questioned him about the resurrection? (Luke 20:37, 38) [be p. 66 par. 4]
 9. When a Bible student or a fellow believer asks what he should do in a given situation, how should you answer? [be p. 69 pars. 4-5]
10. What is involved in being “made new in the force actuating your mind”? (Eph. 4:23) [be p. 74 par. 4]
WEEKLY BIBLE READING
11. At Ezekiel 9:2-4, whom does the man in linen represent, and what does the “mark on the foreheads” denote? [w88 9/15 p. 14 par. 18]
12. How are the religious leaders of Christendom like the “stupid prophets, who [were] walking after their own spirit,” described at Ezekiel 13:3? [w99 10/1 p. 13]
13. In uttering the “proverbial saying” recorded at Ezekiel 18:2, what were the Israelites trying to do, and what important lesson about accountability is highlighted? [w88 9/15 p. 18 par. 10]
14. In what sense did Ezekiel become “speechless,” or “mute,” during the time of Jerusalem’s siege and destruction? (Ezek. 24:27; 33:22) [w03 12/1 p. 29]
15. Who is “Gog of the land of Magog,” and when does he move to destroy Jehovah’s people? (Ezek. 38:2, 16) [w97 3/1 p. 14 par. 1–p. 15 par. 3]




(km 10/07 p.7)
The following questions will be considered orally at the Theocratic Ministry School during the week beginning October 29, 2007. The school overseer will conduct a 30-minute review based on material covered in assignments for the weeks of September 3 through October 29, 2007.
SPEECH QUALITIES
 1. Why is repetition an important teaching technique? [be p. 206 pars. 1-2, box] Repetition is a memory aid that can be used to highlight key ideas and help our audience to understand them clearly. Our purpose is to impart information that our hearers will be able to use. If our listeners do not remember what we say, our words will not influence what they believe or how they live.
 2. In what ways can we highlight the theme of a talk? [be p. 210, box] First, select main points that contribute to the development of the theme. Next, give thought to when and how to emphasize the theme, making sure that it permeates the entire talk. While delivering the talk, repeat key words or ideas from the theme.
 3. What are the main points of a talk, and what guides our selection of them? [be p. 212 pars. 1-3] The main points are the important ideas that are crucial to achieving the objective of the talk. The selection and use of main points will vary according to the audience and the purpose of the talk. We must keep clearly in mind our objective in speaking to a particular audience and choose only material that really fits.
 4. Why should we not have too many main points in a talk? [be p. 213 pars. 2-4] There are only a few essentials in developing any theme. Our having too many points would hinder us from developing each one sufficiently. Our covering just a few points gives our listeners time to examine each one so that it becomes firmly impressed on their minds.
 5. Why is it important that our introduction arouse interest, and how can this be done? [be p. 215 par. 1; p. 216 pars. 1-3, box] Our introduction may determine whether people will listen to us, and it may also determine how attentive they will be. Questions that stimulate thinking and engage listeners in mental dialogue arouse interest. A real-life experience can capture attention, but it should also lay groundwork for some significant aspect of the talk. A recent news item or a quotation can be effective if it fits the subject.
ASSIGNMENT NO. 1
 6. How does Psalm 119:89, 90 help us to appreciate that we can depend on God’s word? [w05 4/15 p. 15 par. 3] By God's word—his "statutes of the heavens"—the celestial bodies move flawlessly in their orbits and the earth is solidly fixed forever. (Job 38:31-33; Ps. 104:5) We can depend on every word going forth from Jehovah's mouth; what he says will have "certain success" in the fulfillment of his purpose. (Isa. 55:8-11)
 7. What does the book of Ezekiel emphasize, and what will result to those who now sanctify Jehovah in their lives? [si p. 137 par. 33] Ezekiel's prophecy makes known that the sanctification of Jehovah's name is more important than anything else. (Ezek. 36:23) Jehovah will sanctify his name by destroying all profaners of it. Those who now sanctify Jehovah in their lives by meeting his requirements for worship will find healing and eternal life by the river that flows from his temple.
 8. How can “the saying of Jehovah” guard our heart? (Ps. 18:30) [w05 9/1 p. 30 par. 2] When refuting Satan in the wilderness, Jesus did not engage the Devil in a mere battle of wits. In resting his defense on the Scriptures, Jesus spoke from his heart, and that is why the Devil's strategy, which had worked so well in Eden, failed in Jesus' case. (Luke 4:1-13) If we fill our heart with Jehovah's sayings, Satan's machinations will also fail with us.
 9. How is the Kingdom hope emphasized throughout the book of Daniel? [si p. 142 par. 23] Jehovah God is shown as the Supreme Sovereign who sets up a Kingdom that will never be brought to ruin. (Dan. 2:19-23, 44; 4:25) Jehovah is exalted and glorified as the Ancient of Days, who judges the Kingdom issue and gives to "someone like a son of man" the everlasting "rulership and dignity and kingdom." "The holy ones of the Supreme One" share with Christ Jesus, "the Son of man," in the Kingdom. (Dan. 7:13, 14, 18, 22; Matt. 24:30; Rev. 14:14) He is Michael, the Great Prince, who exercises Kingdom power to crush and put an end to all the kingdoms of this old world. (Dan. 2:44; 12:1; Rev. 12:7-10)
10. How does the book of Hosea strengthen our faith in Jehovah’s inspired prophecies? [si p. 145 par. 14] Everything that Hosea prophesied concerning Israel and Judah came true. Israel's lovers among the idolatrous neighbor nations deserted her, and she reaped the whirlwind of destruction from Assyria in 740 B.C.E. (2 Ki. 15:20; 17:3-6, 18; Hos. 8:7-10) Jehovah showed mercy to Judah and saved her, not by military might, but by his angel who slew 185,000 Assyrians. (2 Ki. 19:34, 35; Hos. 1:7) Hosea's restoration prophecies were fulfilled when Jehovah collected Judah and Israel from the land of their exile in 537 B.C.E. (Ezra 2:1; 3:1-3; Hos. 1:10, 11; 2:14-23; 3:5; 11:8-11; 13:14; 14:1-9)
WEEKLY BIBLE READING
11. What did the measuring of the temple in Ezekiel’s vision signify, and what assurance does this provide for us today? (Ezek. 40:2-5) [w99 3/1 p. 9 par. 6; p. 14 par. 7] The vision assured the exiled Jews that there would be a complete restoration of pure worship at God's temple. The measuring of the temple provided a divine guarantee that the vision was absolutely certain of fulfillment. Today, we are assured that nothing—not even fierce opposition from powerful governments—can stop the restoration of pure worship.
12. In the final fulfillment of Ezekiel’s vision, who is “the chieftain”? (Ezek. 48:21) [w99 3/1 p. 16 pars. 13-15; pp. 22-3 pars. 19-20] "The chieftain" refers to a class of men with an earthly hope who will serve in an administrative capacity in the new world. (Ezek. 45:8, 9) For decades, faithful anointed elders have been grooming the developing chieftain class. While the 144,000 rule with Christ in heaven, the chieftain class will provide guidance for mankind under the direction of that Messianic Kingdom.
13. What is the meaning of Daniel 2:21? [w98 9/15 p. 12 par. 9] While Jehovah is not directly responsible for every political conquest or change in regime, he does have the ability to set up and remove rulers. He does this at his own appointed time and according to his own purpose.
14. What made Daniel “someone very desirable” in the eyes of Jehovah? (Dan. 9:23) [dp p. 185 par. 12; w04 8/1 p. 12 par. 17] Daniel was determined to hold fast to true worship in spite of life-threatening trials. (Dan. 1:8; 2:12, 13; 6:8-11) He regularly prayed to Jehovah. He studied and meditated on God's Word and purposes. (Dan. 9:1, 2) He highlighted God's righteousness, and he humbly admitted his own shortcomings. (Dan. 9:7, 14, 16, 20)
15. In what sense was there no “knowledge of God in the land” of Israel, and how should we personally view those words? (Hos. 4:1, 2, 6) [w05 11/15 p. 21 par. 21; jd pp. 57-8 par. 5; p. 61 par. 10] The Israelites were not necessarily ignorant of God's Word, but "they became satisfied and their heart began to be exalted." (Hos. 13:6) Materially contented, they failed to act in harmony with the "knowledge of God." (Hos. 4:1, 2) Today, we should accept these words as a personal warning not to weaken spiritually, which could lead to our being unfaithful to God's standards.




(km 12/07 p.7)
The following questions will be considered at the Theocratic Ministry School during the week beginning December 31, 2007. The school overseer will conduct a 30-minute review based on material covered in assignments for the weeks of November 5 through December 31, 2007.
SPEECH QUALITIES
 1. What points should we keep in mind to ensure an effective conclusion? [be p. 220 par. 4–p. 221 par. 3] The conclusion should be directly related to the theme of the talk. We should explain to the audience what they need to do and encourage them to do it. Our last sentences should have a note of finality and be said with earnestness and conviction.
 2. How can we make sure that what we say in the field ministry is accurate? [be p. 223 pars. 2-4] Before engaging in the ministry, we should become familiar with the subject we want to discuss. Anticipate questions that might be raised, and prepare to give Bible-based answers. If asked a question that we are not prepared to answer, we should resist the temptation to guess. Instead, we should do research on the subject and return. (Prov. 15:28)
 3. In our presentations at congregation meetings, how can we reflect high regard for the congregation’s role as “a pillar and support of the truth”? (1 Tim. 3:15) [be p. 224 pars. 1-4] In order to uphold the truth, it is vital that we get the sense of the scriptures that we plan to use. We should take into account their context and intent. By making good use of the study tools provided by the faithful and discreet slave class, we can ensure that our presentations are based on "the pattern of healthful words" that is manifest in the entire body of Scriptural truth. (2 Tim. 1:13)
 4. Why is checking the reliability of our information important, and how can we do this? [be p. 225 pars. 1-2] Inaccurate statements and exaggerated reports involving number, extent, or seriousness raise questions of credibility. Wrong statements may also be repeated, thereby magnifying the error. One way to be sure of the accuracy of statistics, current events, news items, or experiences is to extract them from reliable sources.
 5. When teaching, how might we make our material easier for others to understand? [be p. 226 par. 3–p. 227 par. 1] We must clearly comprehend our subject first if we are going to make it understandable to others. It is best not to overwhelm our listeners with unnecessary details. We should also take time to read and explain key scriptures instead of simply rushing from one text to another.
ASSIGNMENT NO. 1
 6. What proves the account of Jonah to be authentic? [si p. 153 par. 3] Jesus referred to Jonah as an actual person and gave the inspired interpretation of two of the prophetic happenings in Jonah, thus showing the book to contain true prophecy. (Matt. 12:39-41; 16:4; Luke 11:29-32) Jonah has always been placed by the Jews among their canonical books and is regarded by them as historical. Jonah's candor also marks the record as genuine.
 7. What prophecy of Micah ties in with God’s Kingdom rule by means of Christ Jesus? [si p. 158 par. 18] Jesus' birth in Bethlehem, in fulfillment of Micah 5:2, illuminates the context of that verse as prophetic of God's Kingdom. Jesus is the one who appears out of Bethlehem (House of Bread) with life-giving benefits for all who exercise faith in his sacrifice. It is Jesus who does "shepherding in the strength of Jehovah" and who becomes great and spells peace to the ends of the earth. (Mic. 5:4; John 6:33-40)
 8. What proves the book of Habakkuk to be inspired of God? [si p. 161 par. 4] The apostle Paul showed he recognized the prophecy as part of the inspired Scriptures when he quoted Habakkuk 1:5 and referred to it as something "said in the Prophets." (Acts 13:40, 41) Paul also made several references to the book in his letters. (Rom. 1:17; Gal. 3:11; Heb. 10:38) In addition, the fulfillment of Habakkuk's utterances against Judah and Babylon certainly marks Habakkuk as a true prophet of Jehovah, in whose name and for whose glory he spoke.
 9. Why can it be said that by 520 B.C.E. the Jews had still not accomplished the purpose of their return from exile? (Hag. 1:4) [si p. 166 par. 3] For some 17 years after they returned from exile in Babylon, the Jews failed to complete the repair work on the temple. All those years they let enemy opposition along with their own apathy and materialism prevent them from rebuilding the temple and thus from realizing the very purpose of their return.
10. To what glorious day does Zechariah repeatedly refer? [si p. 172 par. 26] The prophet repeats the phrase "in that day" 20 times in connection with Jehovah's day. An examination of the way Zechariah uses this expression shows it to be the day when Jehovah cuts off the names of the idols and removes the false prophets. (Zech. 13:2, 4) It is the day when Jehovah wars on the aggressor nations and spreads confusion in their ranks as he annihilates them and provides 'the valley of his mountains' as a refuge for his own people. (Zech. 12:8,9; 14:1-5, 13)
WEEKLY BIBLE READING
11. How was Joel’s prophecy about an invasion of insects fulfilled in the first century, and how is it being fulfilled today? (Joel 2:1-10, 28) [w07 10/1 “Jehovah’s Word Is Alive—Highlights From the Books of Joel and Amos”] On Pentecost 33 C.E., the apostle Peter quoted from Joel's prophecy and applied it to the anointed Christians who began speaking in tongues about the magnificent things of God. (Acts 2:11, 16-20) Their preaching work in the first century tormented false religious leaders. (Acts 5:17, 27-29) In a similar way, our preaching work, which includes the exposing of false religion, has been like a plague to false religionists.
12. What did “a basket of summer fruit” signify? (Amos 8:1, 2) [w07 10/1 “Jehovah’s Word Is Alive—Highlights From the Books of Joel and Amos”] The "basket of summer fruit" signified that the end was near for the unfaithful ten-tribe kingdom of Israel, for summer fruit is picked toward the end of the harvest season. The end did come in 740 B.C.E. when Samaria fell to the Assyrians, less than a century after Amos was inspired to prophesy.
13. In what sense did Jehovah ‘feel regret over the calamity he had spoken concerning the Ninevites,’ and how should this affect us? (Jonah 3:10) [w03 7/15 pp. 17-18] Jehovah "felt regret" in the sense that he altered his dealings with the Ninevites because they had changed their ways. The divine standards did not change, but Jehovah changed his decision upon seeing that the Ninevites were repentant. (Jonah 4:11) Jehovah is still concerned about those not yet serving him and is giving them time to repent and thus avert disaster in the coming expression of his judgment. We should be concerned with warning them, even as Jonah warned the Ninevites.
14. What does it mean to walk in Jehovah’s name? (Mic. 4:5) [w03 8/15 p. 17 par. 19] Walking in Jehovah's name does not mean merely saying that Jehovah is our God. It also goes beyond our participation in Christian meetings and the Kingdom-preaching work, although such activities are vital. If we are walking in Jehovah's name, we are dedicated to him and are endeavoring to serve him faithfully out of whole-souled love.
15. When and how did Jehovah come to his “temple” for judgment in modern times? (Mal. 3:1-3) [re p. 32 box; jd p. 179 par. 3–p. 181 par. 6] Just as Jesus, three and a half years after being anointed as King-Designate, came to the literal temple in 33 C.E. and threw out those who were making it a cave of robbers, so he as Jehovah's representative came to the spiritual temple in 1918, three and a half years after being installed in the heavenly Kingdom. Christendom's religious leaders, who were part of a religious system guilty of bloodshed and spiritual prostitution, were rejected. At the same time, Jehovah began providing the needed cleansing for true Christians by purifying their worship, practices, and doctrines.




(km 2/08 p.7)
The following questions will be considered at the Theocratic Ministry School during the week beginning February 25, 2008. The school overseer will conduct a 30-minute review based on material covered in assignments for the weeks of January 7 through February 25, 2008. [Note: Where there are no references after the question, you will need to do your own research to find the answers.—See Ministry School, pp. 36-7.]
SPEECH QUALITIES
 1. What do we need to do in order to help our audience grasp the meaning of scriptures, and why should this be done? [be p. 228 pars. 2-3] We need to take the time to explain and apply the scriptures that we read. By doing this we 'put meaning' into the text. (Neh. 8:8, 12) By providing application of scriptures, we help our listeners to see how the information should influence their lives.
 2. Why is it important that we make our presentations informative to our audience, and how can we accomplish this? [be p. 230 pars. 3-5, box] Simply telling people what they already know will not likely hold their attention. Our goal is to stimulate thinking and leave the audience feeling that they have learned something worthwhile. We can do this by considering what our listeners already know about the subject and by pacing the flow of information—faster for well-known points and slower for newer points.
 3. In what ways can research make our talks more informative? [be p. 231 pars. 1-3] Research will help us to offer illuminating details rather than speak in generalities. We may find a little-known historical fact or a recent statement in the news that would illustrate the point we plan to discuss.
 4. What can we do to make our handling of familiar scriptures more informative? [be p. 231 pars. 4-5] We should take the time to enlarge on specific portions of a text under consideration. Isolate expressions that relate to the theme. For example, if discussing Micah 6:8, we could enlarge on what justice or modesty is. Or we could illustrate what it means "to love kindness."
 5. Why is it important to reason on the texts we read? [be p. 232 pars. 3-4] When we reason on the Scriptures, we help people to read God's Word more carefully and to grasp details they might have overlooked. (Matt. 22:41-45) We can do this by pointing out the context of a scripture, the circumstances that surrounded the writing, or the identity of the speaker or the listener.
ASSIGNMENT NO. 1
 6. What indicates that the book of Matthew was written primarily with a Jewish audience in mind? [si p. 176 pars. 6-7] That the book of Matthew was written primarily with the Jews in mind is indicated by its genealogy, which shows Jesus' legal descent starting from Abraham, and by its many references to the Hebrew Scriptures, showing that they pointed forward to the coming Messiah. There is also evidence to indicate that Matthew originally wrote his Gospel in Hebrew.
 7. How can we prepare our hearts to receive divine instruction from the platform? (2 Chron. 20:33) [be p. 13 par. 4–p. 14 par. 5] One important way to prepare our hearts to receive instruction from Jehovah is to pray for a thankful spirit. (Ps. 27:4; 95:2) We can also pray for calmness of mind and heart so as to dismiss any "disquieting thoughts" that might distract us. (Ps. 94:19) Looking at the speaker and following along in our Bible can help us to focus our attention.
 8. What can parents do to train their children to become “wise for salvation”? (2 Tim. 3:15) [be p. 16 pars. 3-4] Parents should make every effort to bring their children to Christian meetings, assemblies, and conventions. At home, parents can arrange times for young children to sit quietly and look at pictures in our Christian publications. Children might be provided with personal copies of the publications to be considered at our meetings. In time, parents can help their young children prepare brief comments.
 9. How does Matthew’s Gospel highlight the fulfillment of Bible prophecy? [si p. 181 par. 32] Matthew's Gospel contains many quotations from the Hebrew Scriptures and indicates how those prophecies were fulfilled. For example, Matthew 13:14,15 quotes Isaiah 6:9,10; Matthew 21:42 refers to the fulfillment of Psalm 118:22, 23; and Matthew 26:31, 56 draws attention to the fulfillment of Zechariah 13:7. Such fulfillments give us a firm basis for believing that Jesus is the Messiah and also for believing the prophecies Jesus himself gave that were recorded by Matthew.
10. Whereas Matthew’s Gospel portrays Jesus as the promised Messiah and King, how does Mark’s Gospel describe him? [si p. 182 pars. 7-8] Mark's Gospel describes Jesus as the miracle-working Son of God and as Savior. At least 19 miracles are referred to. Mark emphasizes Jesus' activities rather than his teachings. Whereas the Law of Moses and the genealogy of Jesus are not considered extensively, Jewish customs are explained, indicating that Mark wrote mainly for the benefit of the Romans.
WEEKLY BIBLE READING
11. Is giving vent to anger more serious than harboring it? (Matt. 5:21, 22) [w08 1/15 “Jehovah’s Word Is Alive—Highlights From the Book of Matthew”] Jesus warned that 'continuing wrathful with one's brother' is as serious as committing murder. However, giving expression to wrath by speaking a word of contempt is more serious, making one accountable to a court higher than the local court of justice.
12. How do Christians keep a ‘simple eye’? (Matt. 6:22, 23) [w06 10/1 p. 29] A simple eye is sincere, pure in motive, and free from greed and selfish ambition. Having a simple eye does not mean living in abject poverty or being negligent in caring for our Christian responsibilities. Rather, it means showing "soundness of mind" as we keep Jehovah's service in first place. (2 Tim. 1:7)
13. What point was Jesus making when he asked his disciples: “Did you get the sense of all these things?” (Matt. 13:51, 52) [w08 1/15 “Jehovah’s Word Is Alive—Highlights From the Book of Matthew”] Jesus was stressing the importance of spiritual understanding. Getting the sense of Kingdom truths brings with it the responsibility of teaching others and sharing these treasures with them.
14. Why did Jesus usually command those he healed “not to make him manifest”? (Matt. 12:16) [w87 5/15 p. 9; cl pp. 93-4] Jesus used his power responsibly. He did not perform miracles for showy display. (Matt. 4:5-7; Luke 23:8, 9) He did not want people to reach conclusions about him on the basis of sensational reports.
15. What was Jesus’ point regarding “the measure” with which one ‘measures out’? (Mark 4:24, 25) [w80 6/15 p. 12; gt chap. 43] If we measure out to Jesus little interest and attention, we cannot expect to get much from him. But if we deal out to him our fullest measure of attention, then he will respond by giving us information and enlightenment beyond our expectations. Thus we will be enriched and better able to impart understanding to others.




(km 4/08 p.7)
The following questions will be considered at the Theocratic Ministry School during the week beginning April 28, 2008. The school overseer will conduct a 30-minute review based on material covered in assignments for the weeks of March 3 through April 28, 2008.
SPEECH QUALITIES
 1. Why is it important to build our talks around the assigned material, and how can we do this? [be p. 234 par. 1–p. 235 par. 1] Building our talks around the assigned material shows respect for the "food at the proper time" received through "the faithful and discreet slave." (Matt. 24:45) Making good use of our assigned material requires that we carefully analyze it and the scriptures included in it. We should then select two or three main points that will be most informative to our audience and seek to develop and explain those points well.
 2. Why are questions so valuable when we are teaching? [be p. 236 pars. 1-5] Questions stimulate an exchange of thoughts. They help people to get involved mentally and express their own views. This may result in an opportunity for us to explain a Bible truth. (Acts 8:30, 31)
 3. How can questions help our listeners to reason on a subject? [be p. 237 par. 3–p. 238 par. 1] In imitation of Jehovah, we can use questions to help people see the logic of the truths we present. (Mal. 1:2-10) For example, when conducting a Bible study, we might ask such questions as: How does what we are discussing fit in with this other point that we have studied? Why is it important? How should it affect our lives? Questions like these help our students to employ their "power of reason." (Rom. 12:1)
 4. When teaching, why is skillful use of questions important to draw out inner feelings of the listener? (Prov. 20:5; Matt. 16:13-16; John 11:26) [be p. 238 pars. 3-5] When people answer questions, they might simply be saying what they think we want to hear. But to help people the most, we should seek to discern their true feelings by using questions like the ones Jesus posed as recorded at Matthew 16:13-16 and John 11:26.
 5. What is the value of using similes when teaching? (Gen. 22:17; Jer. 13:11) [be p. 240 pars. 1-3] With just a few words, we can paint vivid mental pictures that command attention, stimulate thinking, and stir emotions. The Bible contains many similes. For example, a person who regularly reads God's Word is "like a tree planted by streams of water," and the wicked one is "like a lion" that lies in wait to seize prey. (Ps. 1:3; 10:9) At times, it may be helpful to reinforce the value of a simile by adding a brief explanation.
ASSIGNMENT NO. 1
 6. What are some of the guiding principles highlighted in the book of Mark that will help us gain life under God’s Kingdom? [si p. 186 par. 32] Mark's Gospel highlights the need to be self-sacrificing, to take drastic measures if necessary to avoid stumbling, and to be humble and teachable like a child. (Mark 8:35; 9:43-48; 10:13-15) It also calls attention to how difficult it would be for those with money "to enter into the kingdom of God." (Mark 10:23-25) Of far greater value than a multitude of sacrifices is keeping the two greatest commandments. (Mark 12:28-34)
 7. How does holy spirit help God’s servants today? (John 14:25, 26) [be p. 19 pars. 2-3] The holy spirit does not put into our minds things that we have never learned, but it does act as a helper, bringing back to our minds important things previously learned.
 8. What is the greatest benefit that comes from reading? [be p. 21 par. 3] Reading can enable us to "find the very knowledge of God." (Prov. 2:5) To a large extent, our spiritual growth depends on reading the Word of God. Many of the ways in which we serve God also involve reading. We read the Bible and Bible-based publications at our congregation meetings and in the field ministry.
 9. What is involved in study? [be p. 27 par. 3–p. 28 par. 1] Study is more than superficial reading. It involves careful, extended consideration of a subject. It includes analyzing what we read and taking, note of the reasons given for statements made. Study also includes meditation on the meaning of what we read, how it relates to Jehovah and his purpose, and how it can help us discern between good and bad, as well as how we can apply what we learn and use it to help others.
10. How does the Gospel of Luke build confidence in the divine inspiration of the Hebrew Scriptures? [si p. 192 pars. 30-1] Luke's Gospel provides many examples of accurate fulfillments of the Hebrew Scriptures, as can be seen by comparing Luke 4:17-19 with Isaiah 61:1, 2 and comparing Luke 18:32, 33 with Psalm 22:7; Isaiah 50:6; 53:5-7; and Jonah 1:17. Jesus' words recorded at Luke 24:44, 45 confirm divine inspiration of the Hebrew Scriptures.
WEEKLY BIBLE READING
11. Why did Jesus correct a certain man for calling Him “Good Teacher”? (Mark 10:17, 18) [w08 2/15 “Jehovah’s Word Is Alive—Highlights From the Book of Mark”] By refusing to accept this flattering title, Jesus directed glory to Jehovah and indicated that the true God is the source of all good things. Moreover, Jesus drew attention to the fundamental truth that the Creator alone has the right to set the standards of good and bad.
12. Jesus used the fig tree to illustrate what with regard to the nation of Israel? (Mark 11:12-14, 20, 21) [w03 5/15 p. 26 pars. 2-3] Since the early figs appear along with the leaves—and sometimes even before the leaves develop—the fact that the tree had leaves but no fruit showed that it was worthless. Like the unproductive fig tree that looked healthy, the Jewish nation had a deceptive outward appearance. But it had not produced godly fruitage, and it finally rejected Jehovah's own Son. Jesus cursed the sterile fig tree, and on the following day, the disciples noticed that it had already withered. That dried-up tree aptly signified God's forthcoming rejection of the Jews as his chosen people.
13. What was indicated by the wording the angel Gabriel used when he said that Mary would ‘conceive in her womb’ as the result of God’s holy spirit coming upon her and God’s power overshadowing her? (Luke 1:30, 31, 34, 35) [w08 3/15 “Jehovah’s Word Is Alive—Highlights From the Book of Luke”; it-2 p. 56 par. 2] Since actual conception took place, it appears that Jehovah God caused an egg cell in Mary's womb to become fertile, accomplishing this by the transferal of the life of his firstborn Son from the spirit realm to earth. (Gal. 4:4) Only in this way could the child born have retained identity as the same person who had resided in heaven as the Word, and only in this way could he have been an actual son of Mary and hence a genuine descendant of her fore fathers Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Judah, and King David and the legitimate heir of the divine promises made to them. (Gen. 22:15-18; 26:24; 28:10-14; 49:10; 2 Sam. 7:8, 11-16; Luke 3:23-34)
14. Were Jesus’ disciples actually doing ‘what was not lawful on the Sabbath’? (Luke 6:1, 2) [gt 31] No, they were not violating Jehovah's Sabbath law. The Pharisees claimed that picking grain and rubbing it in the hands to eat was harvesting and threshing. But their strict interpretation of what constituted work made the Sabbath burdensome, whereas it was meant to be a joyous, spiritually upbuilding time. Thus, Jesus countered the accusation with Scriptural examples to show that Jehovah God never purposed such an unduly strict application of His Sabbath law. (Matt. 12:3-5)
15. What is the lesson to be learned from Jesus’ counsel to Martha? (Luke 10:40-42) [w99 9/1 p. 31] All of us should 'choose the good portion' by putting primary emphasis on spiritual things. By making sure of the more important things, we will have Jehovah's favor and blessing. (Phil. 1:9-11)




(km 6/08 p.3)
The following questions will be considered orally at the Theocratic Ministry School during the week beginning June 30, 2008. The school overseer will conduct a 30-minute review based on material covered in assignments for the weeks of May 5 through June 30, 2008. [Note: Where there are no references after the question, you will need to do your own research to find the answers.—See Ministry School, pp. 36-7.]
SPEECH QUALITIES
 1. What can we do to ensure that the illustrations we use are understood? [be p. 242 par. 3–p. 243 par. 1] It is often good to show how an illustration applies to the subject under discussion. For example, when Jesus called his disciples "the light of the world," he also showed what responsibility this implied for them. (Matt. 5:14-16) He followed up his illustration of the lost sheep with a comment about the joy in heaven over a sinner who repents, (Luke 15:7)
 2. Why are uncomplicated illustrations that are drawn from familiar situations effective? [be p. 245 pars. 2-4] Illustrations drawn from familiar situations touch the hearts of our listeners. Like Jesus, we can use little things to explain big things and easy things to explain hard things. In this way we will help people to grasp and remember the spiritual truth we are teaching.
 3. How important is effective use of visual aids, and how did Jehovah use them to teach vital lessons? (Gen. 15:5; Jer. 18:6; Jonah 4:10, 11) [be p. 247 pars. 1-2] A visual aid can hold the attention of the audience and make a lasting impression. Like Jehovah, who used the stars of the heavens, a potter's workshop, and a bottle-gourd plant to teach vital lessons, we can use visual aids to make important points of instruction more vivid.
 4. How might we employ visual aids to enhance our teaching? [be p. 248 pars. 1-3] While conducting a home Bible study, we can direct attention to a picture related to what we are studying and invite the student to tell us what he sees. When discussing time prophecies or specific events in history, it is often helpful to write out the calculations or use a time line that shows the sequence of events. By making good use of the pictures and diagrams found in our publications, we can help people to understand more readily the lesson being discussed.
 5. How can we use maps as effective visual aids when teaching Bible students? [be p. 248 par. 4] Maps allow us to "visit" places we read about in the Bible, and they help us to expand our understanding of the Scriptures. For example, examining Abraham's journey from Ur to Haran and then to Bethel or the route Israel took as they traveled from Egypt to the Promised Land deepens our knowledge of Bible sites and shows us how Bible locations relate to one another. Locating cities and towns where Jesus and Paul preached can help us see what effort was put forth to preach the good news.
ASSIGNMENT NO. 1
 6. With the aid of God’s holy spirit, what will a study of the Bible help us to discern? [be p. 32 pars. 3-4] With the aid of God's spirit, we can comprehend the fulfillment of Bible prophecy and the real meaning behind world events. (Mark 13:4-29; Rev. 12:12) We can discern in the material universe the qualities of the Creator. (Rom. 1:20) A study of God's Word can also help us to remain humble, resist "the deceptive power of sin," and walk worthily of Jehovah. (Heb. 3:13; Deut. 17:18-20; Col. 1:10)
 7. How might we use the Bible itself to research the meaning of a scripture? [be p. 34 par. 4–p. 35 par. 2] We can begin by examining the context and asking ourselves such questions as: 'To whom was this text directed? What do the surrounding verses indicate as to the circumstances leading up to the statement or the attitude of the people involved?' Consulting cross-references in the "New World Translation" may provide insight into the fulfillment of prophecy, a Law covenant pattern, a parallel thought, or biographical or geographic information. A Bible concordance may help us to locate related scriptures.
 8. How is Jesus’ role as Jehovah’s channel of blessings to mankind stressed in John’s Gospel? [si p. 198 par. 32] Jesus' role as the sole channel through which God's blessings are extended to mankind is highlighted in such texts as John 14:13, 14 and 16:23 Jesus is referred to as "the Lamb of God," "the bread of life," "the light of the world," "the fine shepherd," "the resurrection and the life," "the way and the truth and the life," and "the true vine." (John 1: 29; 6:35; 8:12; 10:11; 11:25; 14:6; 15:1)
 9. What is the Scriptural basis for crediting the physician Luke with writing the book of Acts? [si p. 199 par. 3; p. 200 pars. 5-7] Both the Gospel of Luke and the book of Acts are addressed to Theophilus. (Luke 1:3; Acts 1:1) The opening verses of Acts allude to the closing events in the book of
Luke. Luke's statements regarding the ship and the journey from Caesarea to Rome are accurate to the smallest detail. (Acts 27:40)
10. In general, how might one proceed when making up an outline for a talk? [be pp. 39-41] The first step is to take note of the theme, or central idea, that you want to convey. Analyze each main word of the theme. Consider the objective of your talk. Next, identify the main points that you need to discuss in order to develop the theme and accomplish your objective. Do research, selecting scriptures and details that relate to your main points. Arrange your material "in logical order." (Luke 1:3)
WEEKLY BIBLE READING
11. Which temple “was built in forty-six years”? (John 2:20) [w08 4/15 “Jehovah’s Word Is Alive—Highlights From the Book of John”] The Jews were referring to the rebuilding of Zerubbabel's temple by King Herod of Judea. According to the historian Josephus, that work began in the 18th year of Herod's reign, or in 18/17 B.C.E. The temple sanctuary and other main structures were constructed in eight years. However, the work on the temple complex continued down to and beyond the Passover of 30 C.E. when the Jews said that it took 46 years to build it.
12. Who are those ‘passing over from death to life’? (John 5:24, 25) [w08 4/15 “Jehovah’s Word Is Alive—Highlights From the Book of John”] Jesus is speaking about those who were once spiritually dead but who upon hearing his words put faith in him and discontinue walking in their sinful course. They 'pass over from death to life' in that the condemnation of death is lifted from them, and they are given the hope of everlasting life because of their faith in God. (1 Pet. 4:3-6)
13. When referring to the helper, or the spirit of the truth, why is the pronoun “it” used at John 14:16, 17, whereas “him” and “he” are used at John 16:7, 8, 13, 14? [w08 4/15 “Jehovah’s Word Is Alive—Highlights From the Book of John”] The reason for that is strictly grammatical. In the Greek language, in which John's Gospel was written, the word for "helper" is in the masculine gender, but the term for "spirit" is neuter. In recording Jesus' statement, John therefore used a masculine pronoun, such as "he" or "him," when referring to what the helper would do. The neuter pronoun "it" was employed when reference was made to what the spirit of the truth would accomplish.
14. Why did Jesus tell Mary Magdalene to stop clinging to him? (John 20:17) [w08 4/15 “Jehovah’s Word Is Alive—Highlights From the Book of John”] Mary evidently clung to Jesus because she thought that he was about to ascend to heaven and she would never see him again. To assure her that he was not yet leaving, Jesus told her to stop clinging to him but instead to go and give his disciples the news of his resurrection.
15. What is the meaning of Jesus’ coming “in the same manner” as he ascended to heaven? (Acts 1:9-11) [rs p. 342 par. 4; it-1 p. 186 par. 8] It is to be noted that the angels were referring to the "manner" (Gr., tro'pos) not the form (Gr., mor-phe') in which Jesus departed. As the cloud caught him up, he became invisible to human eyes. The account in Acts shows that his ascension was without ostentation or fanfare and was discerned by only a few faithful followers. The world in general was not aware of what was happening. The same would be true of Christ's return in Kingdom power in 1914.




(km 8/08 p.3)
The following questions will be considered at the Theocratic Ministry School during the week beginning August 25, 2008. The school overseer will conduct a 30-minute review based on material covered in assignments for the weeks of July 7 through August 25, 2008.
SPEECH QUALITIES
 1. How can we demonstrate reasonableness when sharing the truth with others? (Phil. 4:5) [be p. 251 par. 3] We should take into account the back-ground, circumstances, and feelings of those to whom we speak and be willing to yield when appropriate. Dealing with others in this way can help them to be more receptive when we reason with them from the Scriptures.
 2. How might Paul’s example when speaking to the Greeks at the Areopagus help us when we are witnessing to those who do not recognize the Bible as an authority? (Acts 17:22, 23) [be p. 252 pars. 1-2] When Paul witnessed to the Greeks at the Areopagus, he did not begin with references to the Scriptures. Instead, he started with things that they knew and accepted, and he used these to lead them to a consideration of the Creator and His purposes. Since most people long for better conditions, we can show concern for what disturbs them and then offer the Bible's solution.
 3. Even though we may be convinced that the person we are speaking with is wrong, how can we demonstrate reasonableness in dealing with him? [be p. 253 pars. 1-2] At times, it may be best simply to thank the person for his expressions and focus the discussion on something that will accomplish more good. We should remember that our assignment is to give "a witness," not to pressure others to believe as we do. (Matt. 24:14) People must choose for themselves what they believe, and we do not deny them that right.
 4. As we endeavor to speak persuasively, what should we keep in mind? [be p. 255 par. 3, box] People will not believe or act on what we say unless they are convinced it is true. The soundness of our arguments depends on their being based on the Word of the Creator of heaven and earth. In presenting Scriptural evidence for our beliefs, we are helped greatly by the publications of the faithful and discreet slave class.
 5. How can we use discernment when seeking to reach the heart of a listener? (Prov. 20:5) [be p. 258 pars. 1-5] A discerning person cares about what has influenced his listener's thinking and feelings. Developing our powers of observation will also help. When a topic is discussed, we should take note of any changes in our listener's facial expressions or tone of voice.
ASSIGNMENT NO. 1
 6. What should sisters keep in mind when working with a setting? [be p. 44 pars. 5-6] In working with settings, sisters do well to consider the subject of their talk, the person they will be addressing, and the point of speech counsel on which they are working.
 7. What should brothers seek to accomplish as they present Bible highlights? (Neh. 8:8) [be p. 47 pars. 2-3] The objective of Bible highlights is to explain God's Word, put meaning into it, and impart understanding. Emphasis should be placed on how the material affects us today. In preparation, brothers should give prayerful consideration to the needs of the congregation and address those needs by highlighting Bible principles from the
assigned chapters.
 8. How should a brother handle an assignment on the Service Meeting that calls for a demonstration or an interview? [be p. 49 par. 5] Since demonstrations give a pattern for the congregation to imitate, they should be planned well. Brothers assigned parts calling for demonstrations or interviews should try to rehearse them with their participants be fore the day of the meeting.
 9. How does the book of Acts highlight the manner and extent to which the witness is to be given? (Acts 20:20, 21; 28:23) [si p. 204 par. 35] Paul set the example in that he "did not hold back" from "teaching...publicly and from house to house." The theme of 'thorough witnessing' is highlighted throughout the book of Acts.
10. What can a public speaker do to ensure that the Bible is the basis of his talk? (Acts 17:2, 3) [be p. 52 par. 6–p. 53 par. 2] A brother assigned to give a public talk should not think in terms of expounding on statements that appear in the printed outline. Instead, he should discern how those statements are founded on the Scriptures. He should take time to read, explain, illustrate, and apply the texts that he decides to use rather than concentrating solely on the outline.
WEEKLY BIBLE READING
11. Why did the Philippian jailer want “to do away with himself”? (Acts 16:25-27) [w90 5/15 p. 25, box] An earthquake had opened the prison doors and loosened the bonds of the inmates. Roman law decreed that a jailer was to suffer an escapee's penalty. The jailer apparently preferred committing suicide to experiencing death by torture, which probably awaited some of the prisoners.
12. How did Aristarchus and Gaius react to persecution? (Acts 19:29; 20:4, 5) [w08 2/15 p. 10 pars. 16-17] When being dragged into the theater in Ephesus by an angry mob likely numbering into the thousands, Aristarchus and Gaius probably expected to die. Yet, there is no indication that they ever lost courage. Some months later both men accompanied Paul on his third missionary tour despite perilous circumstances.
13. What did it mean that Saul was “kicking against the goads”? (Acts 26:14) [w03 10/1 p. 32] The expression "kicking against the goads" describes the action of an animal that injures itself while resisting the prickings of the sharp metal spike designed to drive and guide it. Saul would only harm himself by maltreating Christians, for by doing so he was actually fighting against God. Saul took Jesus' words to heart, changed his course, and became the beloved Christian apostle Paul. At Ecclesiastes 12:11, divine counsel is likened to oxgoads because it can motivate and guide us correctly if we let it.
14. How could ‘sin receive an inducement’ through God’s commandment to Israel? (Rom. 7:8, 11) [w08 6/15 “Jehovah’s Word Is Alive—Highlights From the Book of Romans”] The Law helped people to realize the full range, or scope, of sin, making them more conscious of being sinners. Consequently, they saw themselves as sinners in more ways, and more people were exposed as sinners.
15. How do we “heap fiery coals” upon an enemy’s head? (Rom. 12:20) [w08 6/15 “Jehovah’s Word Is Alive—Highlights From the Book of Romans”] In Bible times, ore was put in a furnace with a layer of coals placed on top as well as underneath. Increased heat on top helped to melt the metal and separate it from impurities. In like manner, we put fiery coals upon the head of an enemy by doing kind deeds to him so that his hardness will melt and good qualities will come to the fore.




(km 10/08 p.7)
The following questions will be considered at the Theocratic Ministry School during the week beginning October 27, 2008. The school overseer will conduct a 30-minute review based on material covered in assignments for the weeks of September 1 through October 27, 2008.
SPEECH QUALITIES
 1. How can we find out why other people believe as they do? [be p. 259 pars. 1, 2] Discerning what is in another person's heart takes time and should not be hurried. Questions can help. We might ask: "How do you feel about . . . ?" "What convinced you that . . . ?" or "How would you react if . . . ?" Before attempting to address the wrongness of someone's viewpoint, we should try to discern the feelings behind his expressions. If our listeners feel understood, they will more likely think seriously about what we say.
 2. How might we help a person to remove prejudice or hatred from his heart? [be p. 260 par. 2] A person harboring hatred or prejudice must learn to view others, including himself, as Jehovah does. Once he understands how Jehovah shows tender regard for all individuals irrespective of their background, nationality, or race, then he has a solid Scriptural basis to reach out peacefully to others. (Acts 10:34, 35)
 3. How might we assist our students to examine their own heart with a view to continued spiritual growth? [be p. 261 par. 3] We should encourage our students to bear in mind that the Bible reveals how Jehovah sees us. (Prov. 17:3) We should urge them to view Bible reading as a means of getting Jehovah's estimation of the "thoughts and intentions" of their heart so that they can cooperate with God in making any necessary adjustments. (Heb. 4:12)
 4. What should we bear in mind as we strive to reach the heart of our listeners? [be p. 262 par. 5] It is good to remember that our role in teaching others is one of cooperation with Jehovah. (1 Cor. 3:9) It is Jehovah who estimates hearts and draws people into a relationship with him. (Prov. 21:2; John 6:44) He does not coerce anyone to accept the truth, but as we use the Scriptures, God may cause individuals to realize that what they are hearing is the answer to their questions or their prayers.
 5. Why should we give attention to timing at congregation meetings? [be p. 263 pars. 1, 3, box] By giving attention to our timing, we are letting "all things take place decently and by arrangement." (1 Cor. 14:40) Sufficient time needs to be allotted to each of the main points of instruction. Moreover, our meetings are scheduled to begin and end on time regardless of local custom or personal preference.
ASSIGNMENT NO. 1
 6. What moved Paul to write his first letter to the Corinthians? [si p. 210 par. 3] Apparently Paul had received a letter from the relatively new congregation in Corinth, and it required a reply. Furthermore, disturbing reports had reached Paul. (1 Cor. 1:11; 5:1; 11:18) These reports were so distressing to Paul that he did not even refer to the Corinthians' letter of inquiry until the opening verse of chapter 7 of his letter.
 7. What were some of the reasons for Paul’s writing his second letter to the Corinthians? [si p. 214 pars. 1-2] Titus had returned from Corinth and reported to Paul the congregation's response to his first letter, which had moved them to repentance. Yet, the spiritual welfare of the congregation was in jeopardy on account of "superfine apostles," whom Paul referred to as "false apostles" and "deceitful workers." (2 Cor. 11:5, 13, 14) Paul's authority as an apostle was under attack. His second letter to the Christians in Corinth thus filled a real need.
 8. What view should Christians have of the ministry? [si pp. 216-217 par. 18] Christians should have the same view that Paul expressed in his second letter to the Corinthians, one of deep appreciation. The Christian minister who has been adequately qualified by God is no peddler of the word but serves out of sincerity. What recommends him is, not some written document, but the fruitage he bears. While our ministry is glorious, we never view it as a cause to become puffed up. Rather, our ministry is accomplished only in Jehovah's strength. (2 Cor. 2:16, 17; 3:1-5; 4:7)
 9. How can we today, like the brothers at Philippi, gain God’s approval and become a joy to our brothers? [si p. 225 par. 12] We can imitate the Philippians by manifesting generosity and coming to the aid of our brothers when they experience adversities. (Phil. 1:3-6) We gain God's approval as we continue "standing firm in one spirit, . . . striving side by side for the faith of the good news," shining as "illuminators" in this wicked world. As we do these things, we may become a joy to our brothers. (Phil. 1:27; 2:15; 4:1)
10. What positive effects did Paul and his companions have on the congregation in Thessalonica? [si p. 231 par. 13] Paul spoke of himself and those with him as imparting not only the good news of God but even their own souls in behalf of their beloved brothers in Thessalonica. Paul prayed that the Thessalonians would "abound" in "love for one another." Love expressed willingly is truly upbuilding and sets Christians apart from an unloving, corrupt, and immoral world. (1 Thess. 2:8; 3:12; 4:1-9)
WEEKLY BIBLE READING
11. What does it mean to “hand [the wicked] man over to Satan for the destruction of the flesh, in order that the spirit may be saved”? (1 Cor. 5:5) [w08 7/15 “Jehovah’s Word Is Alive—Highlights From the Letters to the Corinthians”] When a person is disfellowshipped from the congregation, he again becomes a part of the Devil's world. (1 John 5:19) He is spoken of as being handed over to Satan. His expulsion removes an evil fleshly element from the congregation and preserves its godly "spirit," or dominant attitude. (2 Tim. 4:22)
12. How “often” is Jesus’ death to be commemorated, and “until” when? (1 Cor. 11:26) [w08 7/15 “Jehovah’s Word Is Alive—Highlights From the Letters to the Corinthians”] The Greek word used for "as often as" means "whenever" or "every time that." Therefore, Paul was saying that every time anointed Christians partook of the Memorial emblems, they would be "proclaiming the death of the Lord." They would do this "until he arrives," that is, until he receives them into the heavens by resurrection during his "presence." (1 Thess. 4:14-17)
13. What vision does 2 Corinthians 12:2-4 mention, and who likely had it? [w04 10/15 p. 8 par. 4; p. 10 par. 9] The vision pointed to the elevated state of true worship, the spiritual paradise enjoyed by Jehovah's people in "the time of the end." (Dan. 12:4) Since this passage follows the verses in which Paul defends his apostleship, it is likely that he was relating his own experience.
14. Why did Paul liken the Law of Moses to a “tutor leading to Christ”? (Gal. 3:24) [w08 3/1 pp. 18-21] Paul was emphasizing the protective function and temporary nature of the Law. A tutor was often a trusted slave whose duty it was to protect the child from harm and impress upon him the importance of proper conduct. Similarly, the Mosaic Law was designed to protect the Israelites from the degraded moral and religious practices of the nations round about. Additionally, when the child reached the age of puberty, he was no longer under his tutor's authority. Likewise, the Law was temporary in that once it had led God-fearing Jews to Christ, its function as a tutor was fulfilled.
15. What did Paul mean when he prayed that “the spirit and soul and body of you brothers be preserved”? (1 Thess. 5:23) [w08 9/15 “Jehovah’s Word Is Alive—Highlights From the Letters to the Thessalonians and to Timothy”] Paul was referring to the composite Christian congregation. He prayed for the preservation of its "spirit," or mental disposition. He also prayed for its "soul," its life, or existence, and for its "body"—the composite body of anointed ones. (1 Cor. 12:12, 13) In imitation of Paul's prayers showing intense concern for the congregation, our prayers too should display deep interest in the global brotherhood.




(km 12/08 p.7)
The following questions will be considered at the Theocratic Ministry School during the week beginning December 29, 2008. The school overseer will conduct a 20-minute review based on material covered in assignments for the weeks of November 3 through December 29, 2008.
SPEECH QUALITIES
 1. Why is it effective to give exhortation “on the basis of love”? (Philem. 9) [be p. 266 pars. 1-3] When counsel is given in a tactful, loving manner, it is more likely to motivate the audience to take positive action. It is helpful to preface exhortation with specific, sincere commendation. This will help the audience to feel appreciated and understood and will put them in a receptive frame of mind for the appeal that follows.
 2. How can we instill courage in others? [be p. 268 par. 4–p. 269 par. 2] An important way to inspire courage in others is by encouraging them to remember how Jehovah helped his people through difficulties in Bible times. (Rom. 15:4) We can also inspire courage by helping others to remember what Jehovah has done for them in a personal way.
ASSIGNMENT NO. 1
 3. How is Paul’s letter to Titus “fine and beneficial” to us today? (Titus 3:8) [si p. 241 par. 8] Christians surrounded by a corrupt society in Crete were admonished to "keep their minds on maintaining fine works." (Titus 3:8) Paul's condemnation of wickedness in Crete serves as a warning to us today. We should "repudiate ungodliness and worldly desires" and "live with soundness of mind and righteousness and godly devotion amid this present system of things." (Titus 2:12)
 4. Why was Peter’s first letter timely? [si p. 251 par. 1] Christians were spoken against because they did not participate in emperor worship or mix in with false religious ceremonies. The apostle Peter's first letter encouraged Christians to stand firm under these trials, giving direction on how to conduct themselves under Nero, the Caesar of that time. The information was timely in view of the persecution that broke out against them in 64 C.E.
 5. What effect should the symbolisms of Revelation have on us? [si p. 263 par. 1] Even though the fulfillment of Revelation's symbolisms may bring terror to the wicked, the effect on God's people is just the opposite. We agree with the inspired introduction to the book, namely: "Happy is he who reads aloud and those who hear the words of this prophecy." (Rev. 1:3)
WEEKLY BIBLE READING
 6. Why might Paul have linked “not slanderous” with “neither enslaved to a lot of wine” at Titus 2:3? [w94 6/15 p. 20 par. 12] Concern for others can easily deteriorate into gossip and even slander, especially when the tongue is loosened by alcohol. (Prov. 23:33) Surely, all who are pursuing a healthful way of life, men and women, do well to watch out for this pitfall.
 7. Does Satan’s “having the means to cause death” indicate that he can cause the premature death of anyone he chooses? (Heb. 2:14) [w08 10/15 “Jehovah’s Word Is Alive—Highlights From the Letters to Titus, to Philemon, and to the Hebrews”] No, it does not. However, from the start of Satan's course of wickedness in Eden, his lies have caused death because Adam sinned and passed sin and death on to the human family. (Rom. 5: 12) Furthermore, Satan's earthly agents have persecuted servants of God to the point of death, even as they did Jesus. But that does not mean that Satan has limitless power to Mil anyone he wants. If that were so, he would no doubt have wiped out Jehovah's worshippers long ago. Jehovah protects his people as a group and does not allow Satan to exterminate them. Even if God permits some of us to die under Satan's attacks, we can be confident that God will undo whatever harm is brought upon us.
 8. Who is “the human covenanter” of the new covenant? (Heb. 9:16) [w08 10/15 “Jehovah’s Word Is Alive—Highlights From the Letters to Titus, to Philemon, and to the Hebrews”] Jehovah is the Maker of the new covenant, while Jesus is "the human covenanter." Jesus is the Mediator of that covenant, and by his death he provided the sacrifice needed to validate it. (Luke 22:20; Heb. 9:15)
 9. What does it mean to be peaceable, and what questions might we ask ourselves in this regard? (Jas. 3:17) [w08 3/15 p. 24 par. 18] Being peaceable involves avoiding aggressiveness, a belligerent attitude, or actions that disrupt peace. Each of us does well to ask himself: 'In the congregation, am I known as a peacemaker or a peacebreaker? Do I frequently have differences or disagreements with others, being easily offended or offending others? Am I known to go out of my way to promote peace, being quick to forgive and to put the mistakes of others behind me?'
10. What is meant by the expression “God is greater than our hearts”? (1 John 3:20) [w05 8/1 p. 30 par. 19] At times, our heart may condemn us, especially when we become painfully aware of our imperfections and shortcomings. Or it may be that because of our background, we have an inordinate tendency to think negatively of ourselves, as if nothing we do could be acceptable to Jehovah. God sees past our mistakes and perceives our real potential. Jehovah also knows our motives and intentions. He knows us better than we know ourselves.




(km 2/09 p.3)
The following questions will be considered at the Theocratic Ministry School during the week beginning February 23, 2009. The school overseer will conduct a 20-minute review based on material covered in assignments for the weeks of January 5 through February 23, 2009.
 1. How could God produce light on the first day if the luminaries were not made until the fourth day? (Gen. 1:3, 16) [w04 1/1 p. 28 par. 5] On the "first day," diffused light evidently penetrated the cloud layers, but the sources of that light could not have been seen by an earthly observer. During the fourth creative period, however, the sun, the moon, and the stars that were already created "in the beginning," long before the first creative day, were now made "to shine upon the earth." (Gen. 1:1, 5, 17) "God proceeded to make" them in that they could now be seen from the earth.
 2. What is suggested by the fact that Jehovah did not tell Noah to subdue the earth as he had told perfect Adam? (Gen. 9:1) [it-2 p. 1095 par. 6] After the Flood, Jehovah blessed Noah and his sons, stating that his purpose for them was to fill the earth. However, Jehovah did not tell Noah and his family to 'subdue the earth.' (Gen. 1:28) This suggests that imperfect man, without divine guidance, could never subdue the earth in the way God had originally purposed.
 3. On what date did the Abrahamic Covenant go into effect, and how long does it last? (Gen. 12:1-4) [w04 1/15 p. 26 par. 4; w01 8/15 p. 17 par. 13] Jehovah's covenant with Abram apparently went into effect on Nisan 14, 1943 B.C.E., when Abram obediently crossed the Euphrates on his way to Canaan. The event took place 430 years before Israel was delivered from Egypt on Nisan 14, 1513 B.C.E. (Ex. 12:41) Since the Abrahamic covenant is spoken of as "a covenant to time indefinite," it remains in effect until the blessing of the families of the earth and the destruction of all God's enemies have been accomplished. (Gen. 17:7)
 4. What proves that Nimrod and those who followed his lead failed in their goal to make ‘a celebrated name for themselves’? (Gen. 11:4) [w98 3/15 p. 25] The failure to complete the tower's construction would indicate that neither Nimrod nor his associates made a celebrated name for themselves. The name given to Nimrod at birth is apparently unknown. He did not even leave any offspring to carry his name. It has been erased from history, as have the names of those who followed his lead. Instead of receiving glory and fame, he has been clothed with disgrace. The name Nimrod has forever labeled him an insolent rebel, a fool who challenged Jehovah God.
 5. Since Lot is called a “righteous” man at 2 Peter 2:7, why might he have offered his daughters to the perverted mob? (Gen. 19:8) [w05 2/1 p. 26 pars. 15-16; w04 1/15 p. 27 par. 3] Since Lot's daughters were engaged to men of the city, that offer could have had the effect of distracting or dividing the mob. No doubt, Lot realized that his guests were messengers from God and was confident that his daughters could be protected, even as Jehovah had in the past protected Sarah in Egypt. Indeed, as the matter turned out, Jehovah did keep Lot's daughters safe.
 6. Since godly husbands should care for their own, how could Abraham send Hagar and Ishmael into the wilderness? (Gen. 21:10-21; 1 Tim. 5:8) [w88 2/15 p. 31] Abraham's course of action was not displeasing to God, for Jehovah told Abraham to listen to Sarah and send Hagar away. Though it displeased Abraham to send Hagar and his son away, Abraham made material provisions for them, namely, a supply of bread (perhaps implying various foods) and water. Thus Abraham did provide for his family, even in the face of Hagar and Ishmael's misconduct, which required their dismissal from the household.
 7. What lesson can we learn from Eliezer’s effort to do things Jehovah’s way in finding a wife for Isaac? (Gen. 24:14, 15, 17-19, 26, 27) [w97 1/1 p. 31 par. 2] We may find that it is not always easy to conform to Jehovah's standards. It may be hard to find associates who are upbuilding, a mate who is God-fearing, entertainment that is not debasing, or employment that does not interfere with theocratic activities. But Jehovah will sustain those who trust in him and refuse to compromise Bible principles. (Prov. 3:5, 6)
 8. What was the meaning of Jacob’s dream in which he saw angels ‘ascending and descending on a ladder’? (Gen. 28:10-13) [w03 10/15 p. 29 par. 1; it-2 p. 189] The ladder with the angels upon it indicated communication between earth and heaven. This made Jacob aware that angels can minister to those having Jehovah's approval. When Jesus said to his disciples, "Most truly I say to you men, you will see heaven opened up and the angels of God ascending and descending to the Son of man," he may have had in mind Jacob's vision. (John 1:51)
 9. Why was Rachel so interested in obtaining the mandrakes of Leah’s son? (Gen. 30:14, 15) [w04 1/15 p. 28 par. 7] At the time of Rachel's request for the mandrakes, she was barren. In ancient times the fruit of the mandrake plant was thought to excite sexual desire and to increase human fertility. (Song of Sol. 7:13) Rachel may have thought that the mandrakes would help her conceive and end the reproach of being barren. It is interesting to note that it was some years later that Rachel produced her first child, Joseph. (Gen. 30:22-24)
10. How is Jacob’s example a good one in resolving personal disputes? (Gen. 33:3, 4) [g82 2/22 p. 19 pars. 8-10] In settling a personal dispute, the important thing is restoring peace, not assigning blame. This means being willing to sacrifice one's pride. Jacob's being the first to humbly bow down to his brother Esau when they met face-to-face contributed to settling a long-standing hostility.




(km 4/09 p.3)
The following questions will be considered at the Theocratic Ministry School during the week beginning April 27, 2009. The school overseer will conduct a 20-minute review based on material covered in assignments for the weeks of March 2 through April 27, 2009.
 1. How did Joseph deal with a daily temptation that arose around him? (Gen. 39:7-12) [lv p. 105 par. 18–p. 106 par. 20] 
 2. What Biblical light is there regarding birthday celebrations? (Gen. 40:20-22) [lv p. 150 par. 9–p. 151 par. 11]
 3. How is Joseph an excellent example in forgiving those who have sinned against us? (Gen. 45:4, 5) [w99 1/1 p. 31 pars. 2-3]
 4. What was the effect of Joseph’s saying: “You must take my bones up out of here”? (Gen. 50:25) [w07 6/1 p. 28 par. 10]
 5. What can give us confidence when we receive a challenging assignment? (Ex. 4:10, 13) [w04 3/15 p. 25 par. 4]
 6. What resulted from the way Jehovah dealt with Pharaoh, and how should those events affect us? (Ex. 9:13-16) [w05 5/15 p. 21 par. 8]
 7. What meaning does Exodus 14:30, 31 have for our day? [w04 3/15 p. 26 par. 5]
 8. As can be seen from Exodus 16:1-3, what dangers are there in complaining? [w93 3/15 p. 20 par. 2–p. 21 par. 2]
 9. In accord with the terms of the Law Covenant stated at Exodus 19:5, 6, to what extent could it be said that Israel was “a kingdom of priests and a holy nation”? [w95 7/1 p. 16 par. 8]
10. In what way does the tenth commandment regarding covetousness transcend man-made laws? (Ex. 20:17) [w06 6/15 p. 23-24 par. 16]




(km 6/09 p.3)
The following questions will be considered at the Theocratic Ministry School.
 1. What can we learn from the prohibition found at Exodus 23:19? [w06 4/1 p. 31 pars. 1-5] This directive, which appears three times in the Mosaic Law, helps us to appreciate Jehovah's sense of propriety and his tenderness. (Ex. 34:26; Deut. 14:21) It also highlights his abhorrence of false worship, since such boiling may have been a pagan ritual to produce rain. The Law's principles can instill in us an elevated moral sensibility that reflects Jehovah's marvelous qualities. (Ps. 19:7-11)
 2. What were the Urim and the Thummim, and how were they used in ancient Israel? (Ex. 28:30) [w06 1/15 p. 18; w01 9/1 p. 27] The Urim and Thummim were likely sacred lots that were cast when the nation faced situations of grave importance. Through the Urim and the Thummim, Jehovah at times gave direct answers to questions and helped the elders of Israel to be sure that their decisions were in harmony with his will. Jewish tradition has it that the Urim and the Thummim disappeared with the destruction of the temple in 607 B.C.E.
 3. How did Jehovah speak to Moses “face to face”? (Ex. 33:11, 20) [w04 3/15 p. 27] In view of what is said at Exodus 33:20, the expression "face to face" in verse 11 must refer, not to visual contact with Jehovah, but to intimate two-way communication. Moses talked with God's representative and orally received instruction from Jehovah through him. As stated at Galatians 3:19, the Law "was transmitted through angels by the hand of a mediator."
 4. What lessons can be learned from Israel’s generous contribution of materials and skills to build the tabernacle? (Ex. 35:5, 10) [w99 11/1 p. 31 pars. 1-2] Today, the monumental task of preaching the good news of God's Kingdom is accomplished by means of voluntary donations of skills and resources. As with the tabernacle contributions, Jehovah does not specify a precise amount that each one should give. But he does require that we serve him with a complete heart. (Mark 12:30) We can be sure that Jehovah will reward us for any contributions we make to advance true worship.
 5. What does the screen mentioned at Exodus 40:28 represent in God’s great spiritual temple? [w00 1/15 p. 15 pars. 7-8] When Jesus was baptized and anointed with God's holy spirit in 29 C.E., he entered into a spirit-begotten relationship with his Father. This unique standing that Jesus had with his heavenly Father could not be fully comprehended by other humans. It was as if a screen blocked their eyes of discernment, just as a screen shielded the Holy from the view of those in the courtyard of the tabernacle.
 6. What aspect of Jesus’ sacrifice is called to our attention by the “burnt offering,” which was presented in its entirety on the altar? (Lev. 1:13) [w04 5/15 p. 21 par. 3] Jesus gave himself wholly, fully. He willingly offered up his human life as a ransom sacrifice in its entirety, nothing being held back. (Heb. 10:5-10)
 7. What does the fact that “all the fat belongs to Jehovah” impress on us? (Lev. 3:16, 17) [w04 5/15 p. 22 par. 2] Since the fat was regarded as the best or the richest part of the flesh of the animal, the prohibition against eating it evidently impressed upon the Israelites that the best part belonged to Jehovah, who provides abundantly. This reminds us that we should give our very best to Jehovah. (Prov. 3:9, 10; Col. 3:23, 24)
 8. What was the significance of putting some of the blood of the ram of installation on the right ear, right hand, and right foot of Aaron and his sons? (Lev. 8:23, 24) [it-2 p. 1113 par. 4] This indicated that what Aaron and his sons listened to, the work they did, and the way they walked in connection with their priestly duties was to be carried out to the best of their ability. Jesus Christ, the great High Priest, fulfilled this prophetic type when on earth. Likewise his underpriests, his spirit-begotten brothers, must follow his steps closely. (1 Pet. 2:5, 21)
 9. What insight can we gain from Leviticus 12:8 concerning Jesus’ upbringing, and what lesson can we learn from this? [w98 12/15 p. 6 par. 5] When presenting an offering for her purification, Mary took advantage of the Law's provision that permitted the offering up of "a pair of turtledoves or two young pigeons." (Luke 2:24) This indicates that, though they were born into the royal line of David, neither Joseph nor Mary possessed riches or influence. Jehovah God selected, not a wealthy family, but a poor one as the household in which his beloved Son would be raised. This should serve as a vivid reminder for parents that the best gift they can give their children—far better than material wealth or a prestigious education—is a home environment that puts spiritual values first.
10. How was the application of Jesus’ ransom sacrifice typified on Israel’s annual Atonement Day? (Lev. 16:11-16) [w98 2/15 p. 12 par. 2] On Atonement Day the high priest was required to sacrifice a bull as a sin offering and bring its blood into the Most Holy "in behalf of himself and his house." This pictured Jesus' sacrifice as applied to "his house" of underpriests, spiritual Israel. The high priest next slaughtered a goat as a "sin offering, which is for the people." (Lev. 16:15) He presented its blood in the Most Holy, thus making atonement for the sins of the 12 nonpriestly tribes of Israel. Likewise, High Priest Jesus Christ applies his lifeblood in behalf of those of mankind with an earthly hope.




(km 8/09 p.5)
The following questions will be considered at the Theocratic Ministry School during the week beginning August 31, 2009. The school overseer will conduct a 20-minute review based on material covered in assignments for the weeks of July 6 through August 31, 2009.
 1. Why was capital punishment prescribed for anyone ‘calling down evil’ on his parents? (Lev. 20:9) [w04 5/15 p. 24 par. 6] To display a hateful and vicious spirit was as bad as murder in Jehovah's sight. He therefore prescribed the same penalty for reviling one's parents as for actually murdering them. This should prompt a Christian to show love, not hate, for fellow believers. (1 John 3: 14, 15)
 2. Since all male Israelites were required to be present at the Festival of Unfermented Cakes, who harvested the firstfruits of the barley offering? (Lev. 23:5, 11) [w07 7/15 p. 26 par. 3] The command to offer the firstfruits of the barley harvest to Jehovah at the Festival of Unfermented Cakes was given to the entire nation. Each individual was not required to start the harvest and bring the firstfruits for himself to the sanctuary. Rather, the nation was commanded to do so representatively. Hence, the cutting of the sheaf for the Festival could be done by a delegation sent to a nearby field.
 3. What is foreshadowed by the Jubilee year? (Lev. 25:10, 11) [w04 7/15 pp. 26-27] The Jubilee was to be a year of restoration and liberation for ancient Israel. Christians with the hope of life in heaven receive liberation from "the law of sin and of death" at the time they are declared righteous and adopted as sons of God and anointed with holy spirit. (Rom. 8:2) For the "other sheep," the Thousand Year Reign of Christ will prove to be a Jubilee during which time Jesus will fully apply the benefits of his ransom sacrifice to reverse the effects of sin and death. (John 10:16; Rom. 8:21)
 4. Did “the signs” mentioned at Numbers 2:2 have any religious significance to Israel? [w02 9/15 p. 21 par. 4] No. Such signs were not viewed as sacred in Israel, nor were there any religious ceremonies associated with their use. The signs simply served the practical purpose of showing the three-tribe divisions of Israel where to gather as they camped around the tabernacle.
 5. What spirit do full-time Kingdom proclaimers display today that is similar to that shown by the Nazirites in ancient Israel? (Num. 6:3, 5, 6) [w04 8/1 pp. 24-25] As the Nazirites of old demonstrated a self-sacrificing spirit, so likewise full-time servants today manifest a spirit of self-denial and submission to Jehovah and his arrangements, although no vow is involved.
 6. What principle of the law on Levite retirement can apply to Jehovah’s people today? (Num. 8:25, 26) [w04 8/1 p. 25 par. 1] While there is no retirement from being a Kingdom proclaimer today, the principle of this law teaches a valuable lesson. If because of advanced age a Christian cannot fulfill certain obligations, he may engage in a form of service within his power to perform.
 7. How did the Israelites come to express “selfish longing,” and what lesson is there in this for Christians today? (Num. 11:4) [w01 6/15 pp. 14-15; w95 3/1 p. 15 par. 10] Lack of appreciation for Jehovah's provisions led the mixed company to complain against Jehovah. This lack of gratitude infected the Israelites with dissatisfaction and a selfish longing for the material comforts of the world they left behind. Complaining about Jehovah's table today can lead to a failure to appreciate Jehovah's spiritual provisions through "the faithful and discreet slave." (Matt. 24:45-47)
 8. Why was only Miriam stricken with leprosy, and what important lesson can be learned from this? (Num. 12:9-11) [w04 8/1 p. 26 par. 2; it-2 p. 415 par. 1] The fact that only Miriam was stricken with leprosy suggests that she was the one who initiated the complaint against Moses and persuaded Aaron to join her. While it was grossly improper for both Miriam and Aaron to murmur against Moses, it was especially wrong for Miriam to do so because of woman's God-assigned place of subjection to the man. (1 Cor. 11:3; 1 Tim. 2:11-14) We learn a valuable lesson in that Jehovah expects us to respect his representatives.
 9. What did Joshua and Caleb mean when they referred to the inhabitants of Canaan as “bread”? (Num. 14:9) [w06 10/1 p. 16 par. 5; it-1 pp. 363-364] Joshua and Caleb had seen Jehovah humiliate mighty Egypt and its gods by means of the Ten Plagues. They saw Jehovah drown Pharaoh and his military force in the Red Sea. Therefore, in telling the assembled Israelites that the in habitants of Canaan "are bread to us," Joshua and Caleb apparently meant that the Canaanites could be conquered easily with Jehovah's backing and that the experience would sustain or strengthen Israel.
10. What warning example does Numbers 21:5 provide? [w99 8/15 pp. 26-27] Imperfect humans can lose their appreciation for things that become a routine part of life—even if these things are a reflection of Jehovah's loving concern. The supernatural provision of manna satisfied the Israelites at first, but in time many of them began to complain—an indication that they were beginning to 'draw away from the living God.' (Heb. 3:12) We can take this warning to heart by never allowing Bible teachings or the provisions we receive through God's organization to become ordinary, or commonplace, in our thinking.




(km 10/09 p.3)
The following questions will be considered at the Theocratic Ministry School during the week beginning October 26, 2009.
 1. Since Jehovah told Balaam to go with Balak’s men, why did Jehovah get angry with Balaam when he went with them? (Num. 22:20-22) [w04 8/1 p. 27 par. 2] Jehovah's anger blazed against Balaam because of that prophet's unscrupulous greed. Balaam went with Balak's men with the full intention of cursing Israel. He wanted to please the Moabite king and receive a reward. When Balaam was forced to bless rather than curse Israel, he suggested that Baal-worshipping women be used to seduce Israelite men. (Num. 31:15, 16) This resulted in the death of 24,000 people.
 2. How does Phinehas’ ‘toleration of no rivalry’ toward Jehovah help us reflect on our dedication to God? (Num. 25:11) [w95 3/1 p. 16 par. 13] Phinehas was an outstanding example of seal. He tolerated no rivalry at all toward Jehovah. We cannot allow anything to take the place that dedication to Jehovah should occupy in our hearts. Like Phinehas, our zeal for Jehovah moves us to keep the congregation clean by reporting gross immorality to the elders, not tolerating it.
 3. Why was Joshua selected as Moses’ successor? (Num. 27:15-19) [w02 12/1 p. 12 par. 1] Jehovah had seen Joshua's faith and ability and referred to him as "a man in whom there is spirit." Like Joshua, those reaching out for service privileges in the congregation today can be assured of wisdom and success if they read God's Word daily and put it into practice.
 4. How might Numbers 31:27 be of encouragement to Christians today? [w05 3/15 p. 24] This verse indicates that Jehovah values those who serve in supportive roles in the congregation. Whatever we are doing, then, let us "work at it whole-souled as to Jehovah, and not to men." (Col. 3:23)
 5. In what ways did the arrangement of cities of refuge benefit the people in Israel? (Num. 35:11, 12) [w95 11/15 p. 14 par. 17] It impressed upon the unintentional manslayer the sacredness of life. Meditating on this merciful arrangement would surely move him to show mercy to others. God's arrangement for cities of refuge would also remind the people in general of the need to avoid carelessness that might result in an accidental death.
 6. Why is discretion an important Christian quality, and what results therefrom? (Deut. 1:13) [w03 1/15 30; w00 10/1 p. 32 pars. 1-3] A person who is discreet shows good judgment in speech and in conduct. A discreet person does not allow words to flow out of his mouth hastily. He thinks before speaking and enjoys peaceful relations with others. His "mouth of discretion" leads him to choose his words carefully. (Prov. 12:8)
 7. In what ways did the Mosaic Law express God’s righteousness? (Deut. 4:8) [w02 6/1 p. 14 par. 8–p. 15 pars. 9-10] By means of the Mosaic Law, Jehovah made clear his perfect standards of right and wrong. The Law addressed matters of religion, business, marital relations, judicial decisions, and dietary and sanitary practices. Though the Law carried strict sanctions against violators, it did not rob people of their freedom and joy. In fact, those who loved Jehovah found great delight in his righteous decrees.
 8. Explain the right way and the wrong way to put Jehovah to the test, in harmony with Deuteronomy 6:16-18. [w04 9/15 p. 27 par. 1] The Israelites demonstrated the wrong way to put God to the test by dictating to Jehovah: 'If you are in our midst, why don't you give us water?' (Ex. 17:2, 3, 7) The right way to put Jehovah to the test is pointed out at verse 18—taking God at his word and looking to him to bless our efforts as we do what he commands.
 9. How had the Israelites’ needs been filled by Jehovah’s utterances, and how can those utterances nourish us today? (Deut. 8:3) [w99 8/15 pp. 25-26] Because of the expressions, or utterances, coming forth from Jehovah's mouth, the Israelites were supplied with tangible things, such as food and clothing. (Deut. 8:3, 4) They would have received none of these had Jehovah not commanded that they be provided. Thus, the Israelites literally lived "by every expression," or command, "of Jehovah's mouth." Today, we are nourished by reading Jehovah's expressions found in his Word. Additionally, by relying on Jehovah, our faith is strengthened when we experience the wonderful way in which he acts in our behalf.
10. How does Deuteronomy 12:16, 24 affect our view of medical procedures involving the use of one’s own blood? [w00 10/15 p. 30 par. 7] Occasionally, a doctor will urge a patient to deposit his own blood weeks before surgery so that if the need arises, the patient could be transfused with his own stored blood. However, such collecting, storing, and transfusing of blood directly contradicts what the inspired Scriptures say. (Lev. 17:13; Deut. 15:23) Blood is not to be stored; it is to be poured out—returned to God, as it were. True Christians are determined to 'abstain from blood.' (Acts 15:29) Hence, we do not donate blood, nor do we store for transfusion our blood that should be 'poured out.'




(km 12/09 p.3)
The following questions will be considered at the Theocratic Ministry School during the week beginning December 28, 2009.
 1. How can Christians today apply the principle stated at Deuteronomy 14:1? [w05 1/1 p. 28; w04 9/15 p. 27 par. 5] Self-mutilation shows disrespect for the human body, may be connected with false religion, and must be avoided. (1 Ki. 18:25-28) Our hope in the resurrection makes such an extreme expression of mourning for the dead inappropriate. We must remain completely free from any custom or ritual associated with the belief that the dead are conscious and are able to influence the living.
 2. How can Deuteronomy 20:5-7 be applied in principle in the Christian congregation today? [w04 9/15 p. 27 par. 6] Jehovah is a God who takes into account the rights of others. These rights include the right to enjoy the fruits of one's labor and the right of a husband and wife to produce a child as an heir. We can imitate Jehovah by taking into consideration the rights of others even when the task at hand may be important.
 3. How did Israel differ from other nations in matters involving warfare? (Deut. 20:10-15, 19, 20; 21:10-13) [cl pp. 134-135, par. 17] In many cases, the Israelites had to offer terms of surrender before waging war. If a city rejected the offer, then Israel could besiege it—but only according to God's rules. Men were not allowed to rape women or engage in wanton slaughter. They were even to respect the environment, not felling the enemy's fruit trees. Other armies had no such restrictions.
 4. What can help us serve Jehovah with joy of heart? (Deut. 28:47) [w95 1/15 p. 16 pars. 4-5] Having a positive and appreciative view of our blessings and God-given privileges is helpful in serving Jehovah with joy of heart. We have the privilege of bearing Jehovah's name as his Witnesses and the joy of knowing that we are pleasing him by obeying his Word. Since joy is an aspect of the fruitage of Jehovah's spirit, we can be sure that Jehovah will answer the prayers of those asking for it. (Luke 11:13)
 5. How can parents benefit from the analogy given at Deuteronomy 32:9, 11, 12, which illustrates Jehovah’s love for Israel? [w01 10/1 p. 9 pars. 7-9] Just as Jehovah watched over Israel like an eagle and was ready to come to its rescue in times of trouble, parents should keep a watchful eye on the growth and development of their children. Parents must teach their children principles and standards found in the Bible and observe how they apply them. (Deut. 6:4-9) Whenever there is danger, such as bad associations, parents can swoop down and protectively 'carry their young on their pinions,' as it were.
 6. How are we to understand Rahab’s misleading words to the king’s men who were searching for the spies? (Josh. 2:4, 5) [w93 12/15 p. 25 par. 1] While malicious lying is wrong in Jehovah's eyes, a person is not obligated to divulge truthful information to people who are not entitled to it. (Matt. 7:6; 21:23-27; John 7:3-10) Therefore, Rahab was not obligated to make known the whereabouts of the spies to men who were seeking to harm God's people. In fact, Rahab was "declared righteous by works," including the act of receiving the spies hospitably and sending them out by another way. (Jas. 2:24-26)
 7. The Israelites’ example recorded at Joshua 3:15, 16 teaches us what lesson? [w04 12/1 p. 9 par. 6] When it comes to deeds involving true worship, we must act courageously rather than delay until circumstances seem more suitable.
 8. What can we learn from the way Joshua handled Achan’s theft? (Josh. 7:20-25) [w04 12/1 p. 11 par. 4] With divine assistance Joshua singled out the wrongdoer and confirmed the crime by locating the stolen goods. Some may dismiss Achan's theft as a minor offense, perhaps reasoning that it caused no harm to others. We, though, whether in school or on the job, should be resolved to resist pressures to perform illegal or immoral acts.
 9. How does Joshua 9:22, 23 highlight the sure fulfillment of God’s Word? [w04 12/1 p. 11 par. 3; si p. 44, par. 13] Following the Flood, the first curse pronounced by a human was that which Noah directed against Canaan, son of Ham, condemning him to slave for Shem and Japheth. This curse saw its major realization some eight centuries later with the conquest of Canaan by the Semite nation of Israel. (Gen. 9:25-27) Thus the Gibeonites, descendants of Canaan, were told by Joshua that they were a "cursed people." As a result, they were assigned to a slave's position.
10. What encouragement can be drawn from Caleb’s example? (Josh. 14:8, 10-12) [w04 12/1 p. 12 par. 2; w93 5/15 p. 29 par. 1] Caleb faithfully did Jehovah's will. His faith did not wane during the 40 years of hardship in the wilderness that resulted from Israel's failure to obey God. Though 85 years of age, he asked for a difficult assignment, that of clearing out from Canaan the Anakim—men of unusual size. Caleb's example encourages Jehovah's modem-day servants not to shy away from difficult theocratic assignments or let anything interfere with their service to God's praise.



(km 2/10 p.3)
The following questions will be considered at the Theocratic Ministry School during the week beginning February 22, 2010. The school overseer will conduct a 20-minute review based on material covered in assignments for the weeks of January 4 through February 22, 2010.
 1. What factors may have caused some Israelites to delay in taking possession of the Promised Land, and what lesson can we learn from this? (Josh. 18:2, 3) [it-1 p. 359 par. 5] The abundance of spoil obtained during the conquest along with the relative freedom from any immediate threat of attack by the Canaanites may have caused some tribes to feel no particular urgency about taking possession of the remaining portion of the territory. They may also have been reluctant to face up to the problem of dealing with pockets of strong enemy resistance. The lesson we can learn is never to allow materialism or complacency to prevent us from moving forward in doing the divine will.
 2. What undoubtedly moved Joshua to say what he did at Joshua 24:14, 15, and how should this affect us? [w08 5/15 pp. 17-18 pars. 4-6] Joshua watched as Jehovah began to fulfill his promise to give Israel a land of their own. (Gen. 12:7) He witnessed the Ten Plagues upon Egypt. Joshua gained deliverance through the Red Sea. He witnessed how Jehovah provided everything the Israelites needed during their 40-year journey through the Sinai Desert. Not a single one died of thirst or hunger. (Deut. 8:14-16) He saw the Israelites conquer mighty Canaanite nations and take possession of the Promised Land with Jehovah's help. (Josh. 10:14) Reflecting on Joshua's words should cause us to trust in Jehovah's ability to sustain, protect, and deliver his people.
 3. What is one way that Baal worshippers and their form of worship became snares and lures to the Israelites? (Judg. 2:3) [w08 2/15 p. 27 pars. 2-3] On entering the Promised Land, the Israelites ceased being nomads and many became farmers. Associating with the local Canaanites lured the Israelites into accepting their beliefs linked to agriculture. The Canaanites worshipped many Baals—gods thought to bring fertility to the soil. It seems that many Israelites still believed in Jehovah, but they became ensnared by materialism as they looked to Baal as the god who would protect their crops and supply their daily needs.
 4. What lesson can we learn from Ehud’s courageous use of the sword? (Judg. 3:16, 21) [w97 3/15 p. 31 par. 4] Just as Ehud was proficient in the use of a literal sword, we endeavor to make good use of "the sword of the spirit, that is, God's word." (Eph. 6:17) By means of personal study and regular attendance at Christian meetings, we strive to be skillful in using God's Word as we preach the good news of the Kingdom. (Matt. 24:14)
 5. What encouragement do we receive when we study the manner in which Jehovah delivered Gideon and his 300 men? (Judg. 7:19-22) [w05 7/15 p. 16 par. 8] The account about Gideon proves that Jehovah can deliver his people from any situation, even by using those who appear weak or helpless. In our Christian warfare, we may find ourselves in desperate straits and may seem to be hopelessly outnumbered by our enemies. Yet, the Bible account involving Gideon encourages us to trust in Jehovah for success rather than turning to clever human strategy. Jehovah in his infinite power will bless and deliver all of those exercising faith in him. (Zech. 4:6)
 6. In what way did Jehovah’s soul become “impatient because of the trouble of Israel”? (Judg. 10:16) [cl pp. 254-255 pars. 10-11] Because Israel had turned to worshipping false gods, Jehovah allowed the Ammonites to oppress them for 18 years. But when the Israelites finally manifested genuine repentance, Jehovah could no longer bear to see them suffer. So the God of tender compassion empowered Jephthah to deliver them from their enemies. (Judg. 11:32, 33) This account teaches us that Jehovah is well-aware of the adversities his people experience and desires to relieve them of their suffering.
 7. Did Jephthah have in mind making a human sacrifice when he made his vow? (Judg. 11:30, 31) [w05 1/15 p. 26 par. 1] Such a thought would have been far from Jephthah's mind. The Law stipulated: "There should not be found in you anyone who makes his son or his daughter pass through the fire." (Deut. 18:10) Animals suitable for sacrifice were not likely kept in Israelite homes. Jephthah had in mind that the one coming out of his home, a servant or possibly his daughter, was to be offered up "as a burnt offering" in the sense that the person would be devoted to Jehovah's exclusive service in connection with the sanctuary.
 8. Was Samson’s power literally in his hair? (Judg. 16:18-20) [w05 3/15 p. 28 pars. 5-6] No. Samson's hair signified that he was in a special relationship with Jehovah as a Nazirite. When he allowed circumstances to develop that led to his head being shaved, that affected his Naziriteship and 'Jehovah departed from him.' (Judg. 16:17, 20) If we are to continue to have God's blessing, we should value our relationship with Jehovah and not compromise our Christian dedication to him.
 9. How can we be helped by understanding Samson’s amazing deed described at Judges 16:3? [w04 10/15 pp. 15-16 pars. 7-8] Samson carried the heavy gates and side posts of a Philistine stronghold from sea level to the top of a mountain 3,000 feet high and 37 miles away. As Christians today, we do not expect God's spirit to give us exceptional muscular strength. Yet, the same powerful spirit can increase our comprehension of deep spiritual matters and make us mighty according to the man we are inside. (1 Cor. 2:12; Eph. 3:16)
10. Concerning the human soul, what can be learned from the statement found at Judges 16:30? [w90 9/1 p. 5 par. 5; sp pp. 13-14] Many religions teach that whereas the body dies, the soul cannot die. But the Bible word "soul" usually means the person himself. As shown by the words of Samson and others, faithful servants of God understood that souls can and do die. (Gen. 17:14; Josh. 10:37; Job 7:15)



(km 4/10 p.4)
The following questions will be considered at the Theocratic Ministry School during the week beginning April 26, 2010. The school overseer will conduct a 20-minute review based on material covered in assignments for the weeks of March 1 through April 26, 2010.
 1. What did Naomi mean by the expression “it is Jehovah that has humiliated me and the Almighty that has caused me calamity”? (Ruth 1:21) [w05 3/1 p. 27 par. 1] In view of all that happened to her, Naomi felt bitter and evidently believed that God was against her. Despite the tragedies she experienced, Naomi was willing to accept what Jehovah permitted and maintained her confidence in Jehovah's loving-kindness. We should do the same, particularly when undergoing severe trials.
 2. What qualities made Ruth “an excellent woman”? (Ruth 3:11) [w05 3/1 p. 28 par. 6] Godly qualities, such as loyalty and love toward Naomi and Jehovah, made Ruth "an excellent woman." (Ruth 1:16, 17) Her humility and meekness along with her diligence and self-sacrificing spirit added to her fine reputation. (Ruth 2:7, 10, 17) What a fine example Ruth set not only for Christian women but for all who profess to worship Jehovah!
 3. How did Elkanah’s words “am I not better to you than ten sons” strengthen his wife? (1 Sam. 1:8) [w90 3/15 p. 27 pars. 5-6] Elkanah reassured Hannah of his affection for her and that he considered her precious despite her barrenness. He specifically drew his wife's attention to a legitimate reason for her to feel better about herself. (1 Sam. 1:9)
 4. What made Israel’s request for a king improper? (1 Sam. 8:5) [w05 9/15 p. 20 par. 17; it-2 p. 163 par. 1] Their request constituted a rejection of Jehovah and showed that they wanted to be like the nations around them. (1 Sam. 8: 19, 20} Since Jehovah had not fully revealed his will regarding the Kingdom or indicated the time for its establishment, it was presumptuous on the part of the people to demand a king. (Gen. 49:8-10; Ex. 19:3-6)
 5. How did Samuel, having “grown old and gray,” prove himself exemplary in praying in behalf of others, and what does this highlight? (1 Sam. 12:2, 23) [w07 6/1 p. 29 pars. 14-15] Aged Samuel exerted an influence for good on fellow servants of Jehovah by means of prayer. This highlights that despite limitations imposed by health or other circumstances, individuals can still pray in behalf of others. Some of our brothers right in our own congregations are facing temptations or opposition. Prayers by older ones in support of Jehovah's Kingdom work are needed.
 6. Why did Saul show the Kenites special consideration? (1 Sam. 15:6) [w05 3/15 p. 22 par. 10] The Kenites were the sons of Jethro, Moses' father-in-law. When the Israelites were about to leave Mount Sinai, the Kenites assisted them. (Num. 10:29-32) They even took up dwelling in the Wilderness of Judah for a period of time. (Judg. 1:16) Since the Kenites had themselves "exercised loving-kindness with all the sons of Israel at the time of their coming up out of Egypt," Saul spared them. (1 Sam. 15:5, 6)
 7. What prompted Saul’s question to David, “Whose son are you, boy?” (1 Sam. 17:58) [w07 8/1 p. 31 pars. 3, 5] After David killed Goliath, Saul saw David in a completely new light. He saw David as a person of great faith and courage. Saul wanted to know about David's background and what kind of man had raised such a boy. Saul may have desired to add David's father and other family members to the army, concluding that the courage and bravery seen in David might also be found in them.
 8. What can we learn from David’s handling of a serious problem in Gath? (1 Sam. 21:12, 13) [w05 3/15 p. 24 par. 4] Besides supplicating Jehovah for help, we should use our mental faculties and abilities to work our problems out. Jehovah expects us to use his Word, which will give us shrewdness, knowledge, and thinking ability. (Prov. 1:4) We also have congregation elders who can assist us to do research in our Christian publications to get the right kind of spiritual help.
 9. How were Jonathan’s love and humility manifested when it was necessary to support and encourage his friend David? (1 Sam. 23:17) [lv p. 28 par. 10, ftn.] Jonathan urged David not to be afraid and guaranteed him that Saul's efforts to kill David would fail. He also assured David that David would be king as Jehovah had promised, and Jonathan pledged his loyalty to him. Jonathan told David that even Saul was aware of Jonathan's loyalty to David. Jonathan is a good example in giving wholehearted support to Jehovah's arrangements by unselfishly putting theocratic interests ahead of one's own.
10. What lesson do we learn from Saul’s encounter with the witch of En-dor? (1 Sam. 28:8-19) [w05 3/15 p. 24 par. 7] One way Satan tries to mislead a person is through spirit mediums. Wicked spirits are able to observe a person when he is alive and to imitate him after he has died. They do this in an effort to misguide and harm people. We must be on guard against all forms of spiritism manifest in Satan's world today. (Deut. 18:10-12)



(km 6/10 p.3)
The following questions will be considered at the Theocratic Ministry School during the week beginning June 28, 2010. The school overseer will conduct a 20-minute review based on material covered in assignments for the weeks of May 3 through June 28, 2010.
 1. What can we learn from David’s mourning over Abner? (2 Sam. 3:31-34) [w05 5/15 p. 17 par. 6; w06 7/15 p. 21 pars. 9-10] King David's conduct in extolling the virtues of Abner and ordering public mourning over him highlight David's humility, patience, forbearance, and reliance on Jehovah. His lack of vindictiveness and ill will is a noteworthy example for Christians today who are confronted with human imperfection.
 2. What mistake did Nathan make, and why was he not rejected as Jehovah’s prophet? (2 Sam. 7:3) [rs p. 134 par. 8] Nathan encouraged King David to go ahead with what was in his heart regarding the building of a house for Jehovah's worship, which was not in harmony with Jehovah's will. Though Nathan had advised David wrongly, Jehovah did not reject Nathan, since he humbly corrected the matter when Jehovah made it plain to him.
 3. How was 2 Samuel 7:14 fulfilled? [it-1 p. 273 par. 3; it-2 p. 818 par. 2] Jehovah permitted the house of David to take its punishment for the badness of the many kings who misrepresented Him. That punishment culminated in 607 B.C.E., from which point no king nor king-designate would become manifest until 29 C.E., when the permanent Heir of King David appeared.
 4. How were David’s actions toward Mephibosheth an expression of loving-kindness, and how should this affect us? (2 Sam. 9:7) [w02 5/15 p. 19 par. 5] David's enduring hospitality toward Mephibosheth is referred to as an exercise of loving-kindness, for it was an evidence of his loyalty to an established relationship. (1 Sam. 18:3; 20:15, 42) Today, though God's servants show human kindness to mankind in general, they express enduring loving-kindness to those with whom they share a God-approved relationship.
 5. What lessons can we learn from the relationship between Ittai the Gittite and King David? (2 Sam. 15:19-22) [w09 5/15 pp. 27-28] Both Ittai and David were able to look beyond the animosity that existed between the Israelites and the Philistines. Ittai saw David as a man who loved Jehovah and took note of David's good qualities. David came to have high regard for Ittai, placing him over one third of his forces. (2 Sam. 18:2) We too should strive to look beyond cultural, racial, or ethnic differences and recognize the good qualities in others.
 6. From the Scriptures, how can we reason that Ziba’s accusation against Mephibosheth was false? (2 Sam. 16:1-4) [w02 2/15 pp. 14-15 par. 11, ftn.] It would have been out of character for such an appreciative, humble man as Mephibosheth to attempt to usurp the throne. His father, Jonathan, had humbly recognized David as Jehovah's choice to be king over Israel. (1 Sam. 20:12-17) As a loyal friend of David, Jonathan would not have taught his young son to aspire to royal power.
 7. When David asked 80-year-old Barzillai to be a part of his court, why did Barzillai recommend Chimham? (2 Sam. 19:33-37) [w07 6/1 p. 24 par. 13] David desired to reward Barzillai for supporting him and his army during Absalom's rebellion. (2 Sam. 17:27-29) But because he could no longer taste and hear as he once did, Barzillai unselfishly recommended the privilege of dining at the king's table to younger Chimham. Many aged ones today display a similar spirit of unselfishness and generosity, knowing that Jehovah is pleased with any sacrifices they make. (Heb. 13:16)
 8. How did Jehovah’s humility make David great? (2 Sam. 22:36) [w07 11/1 p. 5 par. 2; w04 11/1 p. 29] Jehovah is humble in that he has deep compassion for humans who sincerely strive to gain his approval, and he extends mercy to them. When Samuel came to anoint Israel's new king from the house of Jesse, David, the youngest of seven brothers, was not even presented to Samuel. Only at Samuel's urging did Jesse call David from his shepherding. (1 Sam. 16:6-13) So it was Jehovah's humility in taking notice of young David that made him great.
 9. Why did Adonijah try to seize the throne while David was still alive? (1 Ki. 1:5) [w05 7/1 p. 28 par. 5] The Bible does not say, but it is reasonable to conclude that Adonijah thought he had the right to the throne as the eldest of David's remaining sons. (2 Sam. 3: 2-4; 13:28, 29; 18:14-17) Having gained the support of both the army chief Joab and high priest Abiathar, Adonijah likely felt confident that his attempt would succeed. The fact that Adonijah did not invite Solomon to "a sacrifice" suggests that he viewed him as a rival. (1 Ki. 1:9, 10)
10. Why did Jehovah answer Solomon’s prayer for wisdom and discernment? (1 Ki. 3:9) [w05 7/1 p. 30 par. 2] Although a personal request, it was made with the interests of God and his people at heart. It was not made for a wrong purpose, nor was it out of harmony with God's will. Likewise, Jehovah's servants today are assured that Jehovah will answer their sincere prayers for wisdom, understanding, and guidance in carrying out his service. (Jas. 1:5)



(km 8/10 p.7)
The following questions will be considered at the Theocratic Ministry School during the week beginning August 30, 2010. The school overseer will conduct a 20-minute review based on material covered in assignments for the weeks of July 5 through August 30, 2010.
 1. How will meditating on Solomon’s inauguration prayer enhance our appreciation for Jehovah’s personality? (1 Ki. 8:22-53) [w05 7/1 p. 30 par. 3; it-2 p. 989 par. 4] In his prayer, Solomon expressed heartfelt appreciation for Jehovah—a God of loving-kindness, the Fulfiller of his promises, and the Hearer of prayer. He is a God of justice, rewarding the righteous and punishing the wicked but forgiving the sinner who repents and returns to Him. He is not a mere national God of the Hebrews but is the God of all men who seek him.
 2. Why can it be said that despite his many mistakes, David walked before Jehovah “with integrity of heart”? (1 Ki. 9:4) [w97 5/1 p. 5 pars. 1-2] Even though David made mistakes, he was humble, and he really wanted to do what was right. He consistently asked for and accepted reproof and correction. When confronted with serious errors, he never tried to justify his wrongdoing. (2 Sam. 12:13) More important, he never swerved from true worship.
 3. Why did the queen of Sheba say concerning Solomon: “Happy are these servants of yours who are standing before you constantly, listening to your wisdom!”? (1 Ki. 10:4-8) [w99 11/1 p. 20 pars. 5-7] The queen of Sheba did not pronounce Solomon's servants happy because they were surrounded by opulence—although they were. Rather, Solomon's servants were blessed because they could constantly listen to Solomon's God-given wisdom as she had. Evidently, she saw Jehovah's hand in Solomon's wisdom and prosperity.
 4. What can we conclude from the fact that Jehovah ordered that Abijah be given a decent burial? (1 Ki. 14:13) [cl p. 244 par. 11] Jehovah decreed that the entire apostate dynasty of King Jeroboam be executed. Yet he ordered that one of the king's sons, Abijah, be given a decent burial because "something good toward Jehovah" had been found in him. (1 Ki. 14:1, 10-13) Jehovah, in effect, sifted through Abijah's heart and found "something good," however small or insignificant that bit of good might have been. He even rewarded it, showing an appropriate degree of mercy to that one member of an apostate household. How happy we can be that Jehovah searches through us to look for the good in us!
 5. What was significant about the timing of Elijah’s first visit to Ahab? (1 Ki. 17:1) [w08 4/1 p. 19, box] The dry season had already been unusually long and severe when Elijah came to Ahab to announce the drought. The people believed that Baal was "the rider of the clouds," the god who would bring rains to end the dry season. If the dry season was unusually long, people likely wondered: 'Where is Baal? When will he bring the rains?' Elijah's announcement that neither rain nor dew would occur until he said so must have been devastating to those Baal worshippers.
 6. What did Elijah mean by the expression “limping upon two different opinions”? (1 Ki. 18:21) [w08 1/1 p. 19 pars. 3-4] The Israelites failed to realize they had to choose between the worship of Jehovah and the worship of Baal. They thought they could have it both ways—appease Baal to bless their crops and appeal to "Jehovah of armies" to protect them in battle. (1 Sam. 17:45) They forgot that Jehovah demands and is worthy of exclusive devotion. (Ex. 20:5) Elijah's words can help us to reexamine our own priorities and worship.
 7. As demonstrated in Elijah’s case, for what purpose does Jehovah use his power in connection with his servants? (1 Ki. 19:1-12) [cl pp. 42-43 pars. 15-16] When Elijah was fleeing for his life from wicked Queen Jezebel, Jehovah reassured him with an awesome demonstration of power. The wind, the earthquake, and the fire showed that the most powerful One in the universe was with Elijah. Thus we learn that Jehovah is eager to use his power in behalf of those who love him.
 8. Why did Naboth refuse to sell his vineyard to Ahab, and what lesson can we learn from the event? (1 Ki. 21:3) [w97 8/1 p. 13 pars. 18-20] The Mosaic Law prohibited the sale of one's hereditary possession of land in order for it to be passed on as a family inheritance. Therefore, Naboth was loyal despite knowing that Ahab and Jezebel could have him killed. We know that our loyalty exacts a price and may cost us dearly in this wicked world. May we be determined to allow nothing to erode our loyalty to Jehovah and his organization.
 9. In what way did the woman in Shunem ‘restrict herself’ in behalf of Elisha? (2 Ki. 4:13) [w97 10/1 p. 30 pars. 6-8] The Shunammite woman 'restricted herself in that she went to a lot of trouble to provide the prophet Elisha regular meals and accommodations. (2 Ki. 4:8-13) This godly woman insisted that Elisha stay at her home every time he passed that way because she valued Elisha's work in behalf of the nation of Israel. This moving account reminds us that the kindness we show to God's servants never goes unnoticed by our heavenly Father. (Heb. 6:10)
10. Why did Elisha not accept Naaman’s gift? (2 Ki. 5:15, 16) [w05 8/1 p. 9 par. 2] Elisha refused the gift because he recognized that the miracle of healing Naaman was performed by Jehovah's power, not his own. It would have been unthinkable on his part to profit from his God-appointed office. True worshippers today recognize that reaching out for personal gain from Jehovah's service is a very dangerous thing and something we must avoid. They take to heart Jesus' admonition: "You received free, give free." (Matt. 10:8)



(km 10/10 p.3)
The following questions will be considered at the Theocratic Ministry School during the week beginning October 25, 2010. The school overseer will conduct a 20-minute review based on material covered in assignments for the weeks of September 6 through October 25, 2010.
 1. What lesson can we learn by examining the life of King Azariah (Uzziah)? (2 Ki. 15:1-6) [w91 7/15 pp. 29-30] One lesson is that we should stay humble. Because of King Uzziah's lack of humility, his heart became so haughty that he attempted to seize hold of priestly duties. When he became enraged at the priests for correcting him, he was stricken with leprosy. (2 Chron. 26:16-21; Prov. 16:18) May we never be like Uzziah and let pride prevent us from His Word and organization.
 2. Since Judean King Jotham is credited with ruling for only 16 years, why does 2 Kings 15:30 refer to “the twentieth year” of his reign? (2 Chron. 27:7, 8) [it-2 p. 119 par. 5] The reference at 2 Kings 15:30 to "the twentieth year of Jotham" evidently is to be understood to mean the 20th year after his becoming king, that is, the fourth year of Ahaz. The writer of the Kings account may have chosen not to introduce Jotham's successor Ahaz at this point because of yet having to supply details about Jotham's reign.
 3. Who were “the Samaritans” mentioned at 2 Kings 17:29? [it-2 p. 847 par. 7] This term as used in this scripture refers to those who lived in the northern ten-tribe Kingdom of Samaria before it was conquered by the Assyrians in 740 B.C.E. In time, however, this expression came to mean both the descendants of those Jews and those brought in by the Assyrians to replace the exiled tribes.
 4. Why is Jehovah spoken of as ‘forming’ his purpose? (2 Ki. 19:25) [w99 8/15 p. 14 par. 3] Jehovah causes himself to be the Fulfiller of all of his promises. (Isa. 46:11) The expression 'forming' is taken from the Hebrew word related to the word meaning "potter." (Jer. 18:4, ftn.) How faith strengthening it is to know that just as a skillful potter can shape a lump of clay into a beautiful vase, Jehovah can shape, or maneuver, things to accomplish his will! (Eph. 1:11)
 5. How does 2 Kings 25:8, 25, 26 accurately describe the starting point of the fulfillment of the seventy years Jerusalem would lie desolate? [it-1 p. 415 par. 6–p. 416 pars. 1-2; p. 463 par. 4] It was in the seventh month, Tishri, of the year 607 B.C.E. that Jerusalem was destroyed and that the land of Judah was left completely desolate by the flight of the remaining Jews who had not been deported by Nebuchadnezzar. Ezra 3:1 officially corroborates the exact fulfillment of this prophecy by indicating that seventy years later—to the month—in Tishri 537 B.C.E. the sons of Israel were back in their cities.
 6. Why does 1 Samuel 16:10, 11 record David as the eighth son of Jesse, while Ezra records him as the seventh? (1 Chron. 2:15) [w02 9/15 p. 31] In Ezra's day, there was a need to verify the tribal inheritances and guarantee that only authorized people would serve in the priesthood. Therefore, Ezra prepared a clear and dependable record of the lineage of Judah and David. Evidently, one son of Jesse did not live long enough to get married and have children. If that is true, he would thus have had no claim in the tribal inheritance nor any bearing on the genealogical records of Jesse's lineage. Hence, his name was omitted.
 7. How can we imitate the example of the ancient Gileadites? (1 Chron. 5:10, 18-22) [w05 10/1 p. 9 par. 7] During Saul's reign, the Israelites inhabiting the land east of the Jordan defeated the Hagrites even though the Israelites were outnumbered more than 2 to 1. This was because they looked to Jehovah for help. We too can trust in Jehovah as they did, equipped with "the large shield of faith" and "the sword of the spirit, that is, God's word," as we carry on our spiritual warfare against great odds. (Eph. 6:10-17)
 8. What lesson can be learned from the Levite gatekeepers? (1 Chron. 9:26, 27) [w05 10/1 p. 9 par. 8] The Levite gatekeepers occupied an office of great trust. They had the key that controlled entrance to the holy areas of the temple. They were reliable, opening the gates dependably each morning. We too have been given a unique trust, a special key, as it were, with which we can open up, morning by morning, the opportunity for others to worship Jehovah God. We should guard that trust well and use that key dependably.
 9. How important was singing in ancient Israel? (1 Chron. 9:33) [it-2 p. 452 par. 9] Great importance was attached to the singing at the temple. This is evident from the many Scriptural references to the singers as well as from the fact that they were "set free from duty" common to other Levites in order to devote themselves wholly to their service. "The singers" even continued as a special group of Levites after returning from Babylon. (Ezra 2:40, 41) Singing is likewise an important part of our worship.
10. What was wrong with David’s reaction described at 1 Chronicles 13:11? [w05 10/1 p. 11] David's anger was not justified. The problem was the result of his failure to obey Jehovah's specific instructions. (Num. 7:7-9) Apparently David analyzed the situation and corrected his mistake and successfully brought the Ark to Jerusalem using the proper method. Rather than becoming angry and blaming Jehovah when our efforts fail, we must analyze the situation and try to see what caused the failure.



(km 12/10 p.3)
The following questions will be considered at the Theocratic Ministry School during the week beginning December 27, 2010. The school overseer will conduct a 20-minute review based on material covered in assignments for the weeks of November 1 through December 27, 2010.
 1. What can we learn from the Levite singers’ expression of praise recorded at 1 Chronicles 16:34? [w02 1/15 p. 11 pars. 6-7] Delightful words that praise Jehovah and thank him for his goodness should be expressed when steps are taken to elevate true worship.
 2. Does 1 Chronicles 22:8 indicate that David’s warfare was wrong, since Jehovah did not want him building His house? Explain. [it-2 p. 987 par. 1] No. The wars David fought were God-ordained. They were to clean out wickedness and extend the boundaries of the Promised Land to their God-given limit. Jehovah decided to have Salomon build His house because a restful man would more appropriately represent Jehovah's Kingdom, which has as its objective
 3. How did King David want his son Solomon to feel toward God? (1 Chron. 28:9) [w08 10/15 p. 7 par. 18] David wanted his son to do more than merely believe in God. He wanted Solomon to come to know Jehovah as a real, living person, not just as a name or a doctrine. He urged Solomon to appreciate the depth of Jehovah's interest in His servants.
 4. Why was it fitting to use the representation of bulls in the construction of the base of the molten sea? (2 Chron. 4:2-4) [w05 12/1 p. 19 par. 3; w98 6/15 p. 16 par. 17] In the Scriptures, bulls are a symbol of strength. (Ezk. 1:10; Rev. 4:6, 7) The choice of bulls as a representation was fitting because the 12 copper bulls supported the hugs "sea," which weighed some 30 tons. Also, the bull is understood to denote Jehovah's limitless power to carry out all that is in his written Word. (Isa. 55:11)
 5. Did the ark of the covenant contain only the two stone tablets, or did it also hold other items? (2 Chron. 5:10) [w06 1/15 p. 31] After the Israelites' wilderness experience, the ark of the covenant aim contained "the golden jar having the manna and the rod of Aaron that budded." (Heb. 9:4) But by the time of the dedication of Solomon's temple, these items had been removed. Once the Israelites "began to eat some of the yield of the land" of promise, the jar of manna had served its purpose. (Josh. 5:11, 12) And once the rebellious generation died off in the wilderness, the purpose of the rod had also ceased.
 6. What did Solomon mean when he asked Jehovah to hear the entreaties of whoever would “pray toward this house”? (2 Chron. 6:21, 32, 33) [it-1 p. 137 par. 1] King Solomon requested that Jehovah's eyes would prove to be opened day and night toward the temple, which bore His name. Within Israel, entreating cries to Jehovah would come from the king, individuals of that nation, and the foreigners joining themselves to Israel. Thereby, Jehovah was accessible to all, from the king to the least person in the nation. (2 Chron 6:19, 20)
 7. What is meant by the expression “covenant of salt” at 2 Chronicles 13:5? [w05 12/1 p. 20 par. 2; it-2 p. 842 par. 7] Because salt prevented decay, it became a symbol of stability and permanence. When some covenants were made, the parties ate together and included salt, denoting perpetual loyalty and fidelity to one another in the covenant relationship. Hence, Judean King Abijah's statement that Jehovah had made "a covenant of salt" with David and his sons meant that the covenant with David's line for the kingship would stand forever.
 8. How might 2 Chronicles 17:9, 10 be applied in principle to our ministry? [w09 6/15 p. 12 par. 7] In the third year of his reign, Jehoshaphat sent for five princes, five Levites, and two priests and had them travel through all the cities to teach the people Jehovah's laws. So effective was their campaign that the people of the surrounding nations began to fear Jehovah. Similarly, it is vital that we cover our assigned territory thoroughly. By visiting homes at various times on different days, we may be able to speak with several members of a household.
 9. How will God’s people today act in harmony with 2 Chronicles 20:17? [w03 6/1 pp. 21-22 pars. 14-17] When Satan launches his final attack against God's people, we will 'take our position' by continuing to give active support to God's Kingdom and maintaining Christian neutrality. We will "stand still" by placing our implicit trust in Jehovah, not trying to save ourselves. Salvation will be the reward for all who hold to their Christian integrity and trust in Jehovah for deliverance.
10. What lesson can we learn from the account of King Uzziah’s haughty act? (2 Chron. 26:15-21) [w99 12/1 p. 26 pars. 1-2] It appears that Uzziah's many successes resulted in his becoming haughty to the point of invading the temple to burn incense. His example indicates that if one's strength is not balanced by modesty. humility, and wisdom, it can easily become a weakness or liability. We ought to put to full use any gift of God we have received but at the same time regulate it so that it remains a valuable asset.



(km 2/11 p.3)
The following questions will be considered at the Theocratic Ministry School during the week beginning February 28, 2011. The school overseer will conduct a 20-minute review based on material covered in assignments for the weeks of January 3 to February 28, 2011.
 1. What work did Hezekiah initiate at the beginning of his reign, and how can we imitate him today? (2 Chron. 29:16-18) [w09 6/15 p. 9 par. 13] In the first month of his reign, Hezekiah expressed his zeal for the worship of Jehovah by reopening and repairing the temple. He organized the priests and the Levites to cleanse God's house. Their effort reminds us of the maintenance and repair work that keeps our meeting places in a condition that reflects our clean worship of Jehovah.
 2. How does 2 Chronicles 36:21 underscore the fulfillment of the prophecy recorded at Jeremiah 25:8-11? [w06 11/15 p. 32 pars. 1-4] Jeremiah 25:8-11 made clear that the land of the kingdom of Judah would remain desolate for 70 years until the return of the Jewish exiles. Second Chronicles 36:21, recorded some 75 years after the first exiles returned, states concerning the land of Judah: "All the days of lying desolated it kept sabbath, to fulfill seventy years." Thus, we can put our complete confidence in Jehovah and in the promises recorded in his Word.
 3. How does Ezra 3:1-6 support the Scriptural evidence that Jerusalem’s 70-year desolation ended right on time? [w06 1/15 p. 19 par. 2] Ezra 3:1-6 shows that it was in the seventh month of 537 B.C.E. (Tishri, corresponding to September/October) that faithful Jews returning from Babylon to Jerusalem rebuilt the altar to Jehovah at the temple site to renew the offering of sacrifices to him there and to celebrate the Festival of Booths. The Babylonians had entered Jerusalem in the fifth month (Ab, corresponding to July/August) of 607 B.C.E., and two months later the city's desolation was complete. (2 Ki. 25:8-17, 22-26) Thus, true worship was restored, exactly as Jehovah, the Great Timekeeper had foretold!
 4. Why was Ezra stunned when he learned of the intermarriage with the people of the land? (Ezra 9:1-3) [w06 1/15 p. 20 par. 1] Ezra was stunned likely because he understood that intermarriage with idol worshippers posed a real threat to true worship. The entire nation of Israel, including the lineage of the promised Seed, could eventually have been assimilated into pagan nations. Pure worship could have vanished from the face of the earth.
 5. Who were the “majestic ones,” and what attitude of theirs should we avoid? (Neh. 3:5) [w06 2/1 p. 10 par. 1; w86 2/15 p. 25] The "majestic ones" of the Tekoites were prominent Jews who apparently were too proud to humble themselves and work under the overseers appointed by Nehemiah. Never should we consider manual work done in the interests of true worship beneath our dignity, as did these "majestic ones." Rather, in imitation of the common Tekoites, we should be willing to do whatever is needed as we promote Kingdom interests. (Neh. 3:27)
 6. How is Governor Nehemiah a fine example for Christian overseers? (Neh. 5:14-19) [si p. 90 par. 16] Nehemiah's godly devotion is an inspiration to all lovers of true worship. He left a favored position as cupbearer to the king of Persia to become a humble overseer among Jehovah's people. Although he was zealous for enforcing God's Law, he did not domineer over others. He even refused the material contribution that was his right, unlike the preceding governors. On the contrary, he provided food for a considerable number of people at his own expense.
 7. Like the Israelites in Nehemiah’s day, how can we avoid neglecting “the house of our God”? (Neh. 10:32-39) [w98 10/15 pp. 21-22 par. 12] We must be careful not to neglect our privilege of 'rendering sacred service' in the courtyards of Jehovah's great spiritual temple. (Rev. 7:15) This involves owe regular heartfelt prayers and preparation for and participation in our meetings, as well as our having a whole-souled share in the ministry. We may also be able to give our support to the worldwide preaching activity by making financial contributions and by building and maintaining Kingdom Halls.
 8. Reflecting on Nehemiah’s course may cause us to ask ourselves what questions? (Neh. 13:31) [w96 9/15 p. 17 par. 3] Nehemiah performed good and upright deeds to benefit others. He displayed a reverential fear of God and great zeal for true worship. He was thankful for his privileges in God's service and rendered a fine account of himself to Jehovah. Reflecting on his course may well cause us to ask ourselves: 'How do I view my God-given privileges and responsibilities? What kind of account am I giving of myself to Jehovah God and Jesus Christ?'
 9. Did Esther have immoral intercourse with King Ahasuerus? (Esther 2:14-17) [w91 1/1 p. 31 par. 6] No. Esther was not taken to the house of concubines after seeing the king. The account simply says: "Then Esther was taken to King Ahasuerus at his royal house . . . And the king came to love Esther more than all the other women, so that she gained more favor and loving-kindness before him than all the other virgins." Earlier, without any compromise, she had won the "loving-kindness" of "Hegai the guardian of the women." (Esther 2:8, 9, 16, 17) So Esther's good qualities clearly impressed the king and won his respect, even as she had won the respect of others.
10. Why did Mordecai refuse to bow down to Haman? (Esther 3:2, 4) [it-2 p. 431 par. 7] Mordecai recognized that to prostrate himself before Haman would have involved more than falling down to the earth before an exalted ruler, as Israelites had done in the past. (2 Sam. 14:4; 18:28; 1 Ki. 1:16) There was good reason why Mordecai did not bow. Haman was probably an Amalekite, and Jehovah had expressed himself as being at war with Amalek "from generation to generation." (Ex. 17:16) It was a matter of integrity to Jehovah.



(km 4/11 p.3)
The following questions will be considered at the Theocratic Ministry School during the week beginning April 25, 2011. The school overseer will conduct a 20-minute review based on material covered in assignments for the weeks of March 7 through April 25, 2011. 
1. In what sense was it that "many of the peoples of the land were declaring themselves Jews"? (Esther 8:17) [w06 3/1 p. 11 par. 3] Evidently, many Persians became Jewish proselytes, viewing the counterdecree of King Ahasuerus as an indication of God's, favor upon the Jews. The same principle is in operation today. A great crowd of honesthearted people have loyally taken their stand on the side of "the Israel of God." (Gal. 6:16; Zech. 8:23: Rev. 7:9)
2. Why was Satan allowed to enter before Jehovah? (Job 1:6; 2:1) [w06 3/15 p. 13 par. 6; it-2 p. 16 par. 4] Satan was allowed to stand before Jehovah along with God's only-begotten Son, the faithful angels, and disobedient angelic 'sons of God.' (John 1:18) By permitting Satan to enter "right among them," Jehovah in his infinite wisdom brought before all spirit creatures the Devil's challenge regarding the issue of universal sovereignty and loyalty to God.
3. What is implied by Satan's question, "Is it for nothing that Job has feared God"? (Job 1:9) [w94 11/15 p. 11 par. 6] Satan slandered Jehovah by implying that God bribes His creatures, suggesting that nobody loves and worships God for His wonderful qualities. Satan also asserted that no human would be God in the face of suffering. It is our privilege to prove the Devil a wicked slanderer, as did Job.
4. Why does knowing that Jehovah is "wise in heart and strong in power" in- still confidence in us? (Job 9:4) [w07 5/15 p. 25 par. 16; it-2 p. 1190 par. 3] The better we comprehend Jehovah's perfect wisdom, the more inclined we are to trust his way of handling matters. Because Jehovah is "strong in power," he can intervene at any time in human affairs. This makes his prophetic revelations infallible. (Dan. 2:20-23)
5. In what way did the statement by Eliphaz that a man drinks in "unrighteousness just like water" reflect Satanic thinking? (Job 15:16) [w10 2/15 p. 20 pars. 1-2] Like Eliphaz, the Devil plays on negative thinking. He wants us to worry about past mistakes, become overly self-critical and think that we are irredeemable. He wants us to overestimate what Jehovah expects of us and to underestimate God's compassion, forgiveness, and support. (Ps. 103:8, 9, 14)
6. What can we learn from Job's strong outcry that we read at Job 19:2? [w94 10/1 p. 32 pars. 1-5] We should recognize the effect our speech can have on others. What a blessing it is to hear kind words from a loyal friend! Never should we cause a fellow servant of' God to cry out in distress because of our thoughtless, unkind words.
7. What helped Job to maintain his integrity? (Job 27:5) [w09 4/15 p. 6 par. 17] Evidently, before the calamities struck, Job had already cultivated a close relationship with Jehovah. No doubt, he cherished what he had heard about God's dealings with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, who were his distant relatives. And by observing creation, Job could discern many of Jehovah's qualities. (Job 12:7-9)
8. How can we imitate Job when others have a need? (Job 29:12, 13) [w02 5/15 p. 22 par. 19; w94 9/15 p. 24 par. 2] Rather than reject or ignore needy people who may also be lonely, we can show our tender affection by patiently helping them whenever possible. We can also provide the basic human need of understanding, empathy, and comfort.
9. In what way was Elihu's counsel different from that of Job's three other companions? (Job 33:1, 6) [w95 2/15 p. 29 par. 3] Elihu's counsel was completely different, both in content and in delivery. He used Job's name. He spoke to him as a friend and not as a judge. And he commended Job for his upright course. (Job 33:32)
10. How should reflecting on Jehovah's wonderful works affect us? (Job 37:14) [w06 3/15 p. 16 par. 4] Like Job, we should appreciate that Jehovah's wonderful works are a manifestation of his power and wisdom. Meditating on Jehovah's works will help us to see that the vindication of his sovereignty is more important than any of our personal interests. (Matt. 6:9,10)

