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Are You Prepared for the Most Important Day of the Year? 

When? 

To answer that question, we need to understand two things. First, in Bible times a 

new day began in the evening, at sunset, and ended the next day at sunset. A day, 

therefore, ran from evening to evening.—Leviticus 23:32. 

Second, the Bible does not use the calendar that we use today. Rather than using 

months with such names as March and April, the Bible speaks of such months as 

Adar and Nisan. (Esther 3:7) The Jews counted their months from new moon to new 

moon. They celebrated the Passover on the 14th day of the first month of their 

calendar, Nisan. (Leviticus 23:5; Numbers 28:16) That day, Nisan 14, was the same 

date that the Romans impaled our Lord Jesus Christ. He died 1,545 years after the 

first Passover meal was celebrated. What a special date Nisan 14 is! 

But what date corresponds to Nisan 14 on our calendar today? A simple calculation 

helps us arrive at the proper date. Nisan 1 starts when the new moon nearest the 

spring equinox (the start of spring in the Northern Hemisphere) becomes visible at 

sunset in Jerusalem. If we count 14 days from that event, we arrive at Nisan 14. This 

date is usually the day of the full moon. Using this Biblical method, Nisan 14 this year 

begins at sunset on Sunday, April 17, 2011. 

This year, Jehovah’s Witnesses are therefore preparing to gather together with all 

those who wish to remember Jesus’ death. They cordially invite you to associate with 

them. Please contact Jehovah’s Witnesses locally to find out the time and location of 

this gathering. They will be commemorating this event, not in the morning or in the 

afternoon, but in the evening after sunset. Why? Because according to the Bible, this 

is to be an “evening meal.” (1 Corinthians 11:25) The evening of Sunday, April 17, 

2011, is the anniversary of the evening that Jesus started this special 

commemoration 1,978 years ago. It is also the start of the same day, Nisan 14, that 

Jesus died. What better day could there be to remember his death? 

 

Footnote:  

This date may not coincide with that of the Passover kept by modern-day Jews. Why 

not? Most Jews today keep the Passover on Nisan 15, believing that the command 

at Exodus 12:6 points to that date. (See The Watchtower of February 15, 1990, 

page 14.) But Jesus celebrated it on Nisan 14 in harmony with what was stated in 

the Mosaic Law. For more information on how to calculate this date, see The 

Watchtower of June 15, 1977, pages 383-384. 
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The Watchtower of February 15, 1990, page 14 

Today, Jehovah’s Witnesses keep the Lord’s Evening Meal annually on the date 

corresponding to Nisan 14. Some have noted, though, that this may differ from the 

date when Jews hold their Passover. Why? 

21 The Hebrew day ran from sunset (about six o’clock) to the next sunset. God 

commanded that the Passover lamb be killed on Nisan 14 “between the two 

evenings.” (Exodus 12:6) When would that be? Modern Jews cling to the rabbinical 

view that the lamb was to be slaughtered near the end of Nisan 14, between the time 

when the sun began to descend (about three o’clock) and the actual sunset. As a 

result, they hold their Seder after sundown, when Nisan 15 has begun.—Mark 1:32. 

22 We have good reason, however, to understand the expression differently. 

Deuteronomy 16:6 clearly told the Israelites to “slaughter the passover sacrifice, in 

the evening, at sundown.” (Jewish Tanakh version) This indicates that “between the 

two evenings” referred to the twilight period, from sunset (which begins Nisan 14) to 

actual darkness. The ancient Karaite Jews understood it this way, as do Samaritans 

down to today. Our accepting that the Passover lamb was sacrificed and eaten “at its 

appointed time” on Nisan 14, not on Nisan 15, is one reason why our Memorial date 

sometimes differs from the Jewish date.—Numbers 9:2-5. 

23 Another reason why our date may differ from that of the Jews is that they employ 

a predetermined calendar, which system was not fixed until the fourth century C.E. 

Using this, they can set dates for Nisan 1 or for festivals decades or centuries 

beforehand. Moreover, the ancient lunar calendar needed to have a 13th month 

added occasionally so that the calendar would synchronize with the seasons. The 

current Jewish calendar adds this month at fixed points; in a 19-year cycle, it is 

added to years 3, 6, 8, 11, 14, 17, and 19. 

24 However, Emil Schürer says that “at the time of Jesus [the Jews] still had no fixed 

calendar, but on the basis of purely empirical observation, began each new month 

with the appearance of the new moon, and similarly on the basis of observation” 

added a month as needed. “If . . . it was noticed towards the end of the year that 

Passover would fall before the vernal equinox [about March 21], the intercalation of a 

month before Nisan was decreed.” (The History of the Jewish People in the Age of 

Jesus Christ, Volume 1) The extra month thus comes in naturally, not being added 

arbitrarily. 

25 The Governing Body of Jehovah’s Witnesses establishes the date for the Lord’s 

Evening Meal in line with the ancient method. Nisan 1 is determined by when the 

new moon nearest the spring equinox can likely be observed at sunset in Jerusalem. 

Counting 14 days from that brings one to Nisan 14, which usually corresponds to the 

day of the full moon. (See The Watchtower of June 15, 1977, pages 383-4.) On the 
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basis of this Biblical method, Jehovah’s Witnesses around the globe have been 

advised that the celebration of the Memorial this year will be after sunset on April 10. 

26 This date corresponds to Nisan 14, which was when Jesus held the last valid 

Passover. However, celebrating the Memorial brings into focus salvation beyond 

what the Jewish Seder commemorates. All of us need to understand what takes 

place during the Lord’s Evening Meal, what it means, and how our salvation is 

involved. 

 

 

*** w77 6/15 pp. 383-384 Questions from Readers *** 

I understood that the Memorial celebration was always on the evening of a full moon. 

But in 1977 the Memorial was on April 3, and my calendar gave April 4 for the full 

moon. Why the difference? 

Often the celebration of the Lord’s Evening Meal and the full moon do coincide, but 

not always. There may, for example, be a day’s difference, depending on where you 

live and the calendar used. 

To see why this is so you need to understand the basic method presently used by 

the Governing Body of Jehovah’s Witnesses in establishing the date for the annual 

Memorial celebration. 

It was on the 14th of the Jewish month Nisan, the date of the Passover, that Jesus 

directed his followers to commemorate his death. (Luke 22:14-20) Appropriately, the 

date for the Memorial celebration is arrived at as the Jews back then determined the 

date for the Passover. They began the month of Nisan when they could first see the 

new moon in the spring nearest the equinox. Passover came fourteen days later.—

Isa. 66:23; Ex. 12:2, 6. 

Jehovah’s Witnesses now follow this ancient pattern in determining the Memorial 

date. Please note that the first thing that needs to be established is when the new 

moon nearest the spring equinox (about March 21) will be visible in Jerusalem. This 

is not the astronomical new-moon time listed on a calendar or astronomical table. 

Why? Because the first thin sliver of the new moon is not visible until eighteen to 

thirty hours after the moment of astronomical new moon. 

Let us take 1977 as an example. In determining the matter months beforehand so as 

to inform the congregations earth wide, the Governing Body of Jehovah’s Witnesses 

had to calculate when the new moon would become visible in Jerusalem. From the 

astronomical standpoint the instant of new moon was at 20:33 (8:33 p.m.) Jerusalem 

clock time on March 19, 1977. Of course, that new moon was not then visible nor 

would it be for many hours. But could the first sliver of the new moon be seen the 

next evening about sunset? Because of various involved factors it seemed unlikely 

that the moon could be sighted in the rather bright sky west of Jerusalem about 

sunset on March 20, 1977. Consequently, the Governing Body settled on March 21, 

1977, as the time when, with assurance, the new moon would be in position to be 
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seen from Jerusalem about sunset. Nisan 14 would thus commence at sunset on 

April 3. That is when Jehovah’s Witnesses held the Lord’s Evening Meal. What about 

the full moon that month? When was it? 

Astronomical tables list the full moon as occurring on April 4 at 04:09 (4:09 a.m.), 

Greenwich (England) Mean Time. But at that same moment if you live in another 

time zone obviously your clock would show a different time. For instance, Stockholm 

(Sweden) and Rome (Italy) are in the next time zone to the east of Greenwich. 

Hence, for them the moment of full moon occurred on April 4 at 05:09 (5:09 a.m.). 

New York (U.S.A.) and Lima (Peru), though, are five time zones to the west of 

Greenwich, so for them the full moon was at 23:09 (11:09 p.m.) on April 3, 1977. 

Because of this variation according to time zones some 1977 local calendars 

indicated that the full moon occurred on April 4 and others said April 3. 

In any case, the basic point to appreciate is that the date for the celebration of the 

Lord’s Evening Meal is determined by the new moon (visible in Jerusalem), not the 

full moon. Nonetheless, the Memorial falls fourteen days after the appearance of the 

new moon. Thus it always occurs about the time of the full moon. It is good to know 

this in case some of Jehovah’s Witnesses are cut off from contact with the 

Governing Body and do not know what date for Memorial has been determined. In 

that situation, if they observed the Memorial on the evening of the calendar date for 

the full moon after the spring equinox, they would likely be celebrating it on the same 

date as the rest of their brothers or at least very close to it. 


